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CITY   COUNCIL   PROCEEDINGS 


THE  YEAR  COMMENCING  JANUARY  4,  1937,  AND  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1937 


Absentee  Voting,  City  Elections 


acceptance  of  section   1,  chapter  77,  Acts  of   1937,  order  referred   to 
executive  committee,  456,  457 


Absences  from  the  City 

The  Mayor:  January  8-11  and  18-21,  filed,  30;  February  12-16,  58; 
May  5-31,  235;  June  29-30,  290;  September  22-26,  383;  November 
12-18,  443;  December  5-8,  461;    December  12-15,  466 

Address  of  the  Mayor 

airport,  financial  conditions  of  the  city,  hospitals,  park  and  playgrounds, 
Port  of  Boston,  public  health,  public  welfare,  public  works,  reorganiza- 
of  departments,  temporary  relief  for  unemployed,  traffic,  $25  tax 
limitation,  1  to  7 

Adjournment  Sine  Die 

on  Councilor  Dowd's  motion,  Council  adjourned  sine  die,  484 

Adult  Recreation  Program 

transfer  of  funds:  for  continuance  for  balance  of  year,  order  passed, 
403 

Agriculture,  United  States  Department  of 
conference  in  regard  to  high  cost  of  beef:  order  passed,  403,  404,  405 

Agnew,  James  E.,  Councilor,  Ward  21 
ward  area;  Brighton,  south 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  19 

appropriations  (chairman),  claims,  finance,  public  lands,  rules,  con- 
stables (chairman),  public  safety  (chairman),  hospitals,  unclaimed 
baggage  (chairman),  public  welfare  (chairman),  19 
presiding  chairman:  76,  77 
improvement  orders,  Ward  21: 

for    details:    see    Streets,    Squares,    Parkways    and    Circles,    im- 
provement orders  passed 

Allston  st.,  52 

Eleanor  St.,  474 

LaRose  pi.,  185 

Parkvale  ave.,  52 

Quint  ave.,  52 
amendments: 

report  on  annual  budget,  145 
motions: 

appropriation  of  $1,000,000,  196 

appropriation  from  Parkman  Fund  to  park  department,  260 

Boston  recipients  of  charity,  11 

confirmation  of  constables,  196 

confirmation  of  executive  appointments,  451 

fund  for  traffic  research  committee,  451 

Housing  Authority  appointments,  236 

next  meeting,  249;  July  12,  281;  July  26,  293;  407,  440 

parking  in  private  alleys,  263 


Agnew,  James  E.,  Councilor,  Ward  21,  Continued 

motions: 

payment  to  Dooley  Brothers,  275 

Randidge  Fund  excursions,  260 

reports  of  committee:  executive,  376 

transfer  in  public  works  department,  sanitary  service,  385 

orders: 

bus  transportation,  school  children,  420 

charge  to  contingent  fund,  185 

committee  reports,  order  for  $6,000,  213 

Conveyancers  Title  Insurance  Company  abatements,  260 

lease,  Washington  Allston  annex,  165;    Mary  L.  Brock  school,  211 

number  of  petitions  in  1937  for  abatement  of  taxes,  405 

reports  of  committees:  appropriations  (2),  110 

reserve  police  force,  32 

revaluation  of  Boston  real  estate,  419 

tax  abatements,  1936,  61 
points  of  information: 

confirmation  of  appointments,  248 

reports  of  committees:  claims,  481;    executive,  421 

salaries  of  assessors,  226 

supplementary  appropriations,  241 
points  of  order: 

salaries  of  assessors,  226 
remarks: 

appointment  called  up,  467 

bus  transportation,  school  children,  420 

committee  reports,  appropriations,  212,  213,  214 

complaints  about  old  age  visitor,  75,  76 

confirmation  of  appointments,  269,  383,  384;  constable,  473 

information  in  re  outdoor  parking  licenses,  457 

loan  for  sewerage  works,  463 

$100,000  sewerage  loan  (substitute  order),  109 

report  on  annual  budget,  138,  139,  142,  145,  149 

reports  of  committee:  appropriations,  111,  112,  183;  constables, 
182,  City  Document 55,  201;  executive,  239,  376;  finance,  169; 
public   safety,  47 

report  on  voting  machines,  468 

reserve  police  force,  32,  33 

retroactive  old-age  pension  payments,  51,  52 

revaluation,  Boston  real  estate,  419,  420 

supplementary  budget  and  tax  orders  for  1937,  229,  239,  240,  241,  242 

unanimous  consents: 

committee  reports,  appropriations,  213 

correction,  423 

milk  fund  statement,  183 


Air-Condi  tioning 

certain  floors  in  city  hospital,  order  passed,  281,  328 

Airport 

see  Boston  Airpon 

Aliens 

request  for  information  regarding  activo  relief  cases,  mothers'  aid, 
dependent  aid,  and  old  age  assistance  number  of  aliens,  order  passed, 
293,  294-message,  communication,  filed,  295 


(3) 


ALLIS-CHALMERS 


(4) 


APPOINTMENTS 


Allis-Chalmers  Manufacturing  Company 

American  Surety  bond  release:  present  holder  of  bond  of  Condit 
Electrical  Manufacturing  Company,  126,  127,  138 

American  Clipper  Airplanes 

cooperate  with  Boston  Senators  Lodge  and  Walsh  to  make  Boston  a 
stop  on  trip  to  and  from  England,  order  passed,  292 

American -Made  Supplies 

hospital  instruments:  trustees  of  Boston  city  hospital  to  buy  only 
American-made  if  equally  good  as  those  of  Japan,  order  passed,  190 

American  Surety  Company 

release  of  bond  of  Condit  Electrical  Manufacturing  Company: 

order  for,  referred  to  executive  committee,  126,  127-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  138 

Annual  Budget 

total  city  maintenance:  $34,177,667.07 

total  county  maintenance:  $3,645,653 

revenues  other  than  taxes:  departmental,  $2,372,024.39  and 
$6,316,500 

providing  extra  expenses:  150  additional  police  and  70  additional 
firemen,  $264,000;  servicing  surgical  building,  $330,000;  Long  Island 
hospital,  $40,600;  sanitary  districts,  $739,600,  36,  37,  38 


Annuities 

see  Pensions  and  Annuities 


Appeals  Board 

members  appointed: 

William  H.  Ellis  to  1938,  vice  Joseph  A.  Tomasello,  deceased,  filed,  29 
James  A.  McElaney,  for  five  years,  filed,  195 
notice  of  interest  in  repairs  contract  of  Chelsea  North  bridge,  department 
of  public  works,  filed,  103 

Appointments  and  Elections 
assignment,  judges,  District  Courts  to  act,  Appellate  Divisions: 

to  fill  vacancies  October  1,  filed,  415 
Bangs,  Francis  R.,  member,  board  of  commissioners  of  school  build- 
ings, filed,  8 
Barron,  Jennie  Loitman,  Associate  Justice,  Municipal  Court,  Boston> 

478 
Bell,  William  V.,  as  dairy  inspector,  provisionally,  filed,  30 
Broderick,  John  H.,  member,  transit  commission  to  1939,  April  30, 

filed,  209 

Browne,  Margaret  Fitzhugh,  art  commissioner  for  five  years,  195 

Carroll,    John:    member   Boston    Housing    Authority    to    1942,    124- 

appointment  approval   rejected,   175-called,   laid   over  as  unfinished 

business,  209,  210-motion  to  lay  on  table  for  week,  lost;  motion  to 

send  to  executive  committee,  lost;  roll  call  confirmation,  235,  236,  237 

Casey,  Daniel  W.,  by  Secretary  of  Commonwealth  as  Chief  Justice, 

Municipal  Court  of  West  Roxbury,  461 
Conrad,  Sidney  S.,  member,  city  planning  board  for  five  years,  195 
Coveney,  Philip  P.,  city  registrar  for  four  years,  to    April  30,  1941, 

notice  filed,  290 
Cox,  Guy  W.,  sinking  funds  commissioner  for  three  years,  195 
Cushing,  Bradbury  F.,  member,  Boston  Housing  Authority  to  1941, 
124-appointment   approval  rejected,    175-recalled,  laid   over  as   un- 
finished business,  209,  210-motion  to  lay   on  table  for   week,   lost; 
motion  to  send  to  executive  committee,  lost;  roll  call  confirmation 
of  appointment,  235,  236,  237 
De  Blois,  George  L.,  member,  zoning  board  for  five  years,  196 
Dorsey,  John  H.,  treasurer,  elected  by  sinking  funds  commission,  321 
Dowling,  Frederic  E.,  member,  board  of  election  commissioners,  to  be 
member  of  listing  board,  filed,  195 

Dowling,  John  C.  L.,  principal  assessor,  January  16-March  31.  1937 
filed,  30 

Dunn,  Leo  J.,  member  of  board,  school  buildings  commission,  nice  James 
J.  Egan,  removed,  filed,  8 

Ellis,  William  H.,  member,  board  of  appeal,  vice  Joseph  A.  Tomasello, 
deceased,  filed,  29 

English,  Dr.  Martin  J.,  trustee,  city  hospital  for  five  years,  195 
Feinberg,  Philip  J.,  member,  board  of  overseers  of  public  welfare  for 

three  years,  196 
Finan,  Paul  M.,  permanent  first  assistant  assessor,  filed,  8 


Appointments  and  Elections,  Continued 

Finn,  William  J.,  member,  board  of  overseers  of  public  welfare  for 
three  years,  196 

Fitzgerald,  John  I.,  elected  president  of  City  Council  for  1937,  1,  2 

Fitzgerald,  Mary  M.,  member,  city  planning  board,  vice  Mary  A.  Barr, 

deceased,  455 
Fitzgerald,  Thomas  A.,  member,  street  commission  to  January,  1940, 

filed,  44 
Foley,  Patrick  J.,  member,  school  committee,  vice  Doctor  Mackey, 

deceased,  246 
Fox,   Charles  J.,  auditor  as  acting  budget  commissioner,  filed,  80; 

secretary  elected  by  sinking  funds  commission,  321 
Friedman,  Hillel  H.,  dairy  inspector,  notice  filed,  435 
Gookin,  Margaret  J.,  member,  board  of  overseers  of  public  welfare  for 

three  years,  196 
Gray,  Everett  F.,  member,  zoning  board  for  five  years,  196 
Green,  Robert  E.,  statement  by  Councilor  Norton  fa  re  election  of 

clerk  of  committees,  33 

Grossman,  Maxwell  B.,  member,  Boston  Port  Authority  board, 
filed,  221 

Harris,  Mildred  M.,  elected  to  fill  vacancy  caused  by  death  of  Coun- 
cilor Richard  D.  Gleason,  Ward  9,  deceased,  January,  1937 

Harwood,  Mary  Louise  R.,  member,  board  of  overseers  of  public 
welfare  for  three  years,  195 

Healey,  William  C.  S.,  as  member,  board  of  street  commissioners,  vice 
Walter  A.  Murray  unexpired  term  to  1938,  235 

Higgins,  Leonard  M.,  dairy  inspector,  notice,  filed,  435 

Hitch,  Mayhew  R.,  chairman,  administrative  committee  of  Probate 

Court  until  October  1,  1938,  filed,  415 
Kolodny,  Nyman  H.,  member,  zoning  board  for  five  years,  196 
Lane,  Dr.  John  W.,  institutions  commissioner  to  April  30.  1938,  vice 
Dr.   Frederic  A.  Washburn,  resigned,  30;  acting  health  commissioner, 
filed,  58 
Lanning,  John  M.,  as  second  assistant  assessor,  filed,  455 
Lasker,  David,  chairman,  Boston  Finance  commission  received  from 
secretary  of  state,  filed,  221-appointed  to  1942  by  the  Governor,  340 
Leggat,  John  C,  serve  on  administrative  committee  of  Probate  Courts 

until  October  1,  1940,  filed,  415 
Long,  William  P.,  park  commissioner  for  three  years,  195 
Lord,  Rev.  Robert  H.,  library  trustee  for  five  years,  195 
McDonald,  John  F.,  member,  transit  commission,  to  April  30,  1938, 

filed,  44 
McElaney,  James  A.,  member,  board  of  appeal  for  five  years,  195 
McGowan,  Frank  M.,  as  sanitary  inspector,  $1,600,  filed,  165 
McMorrow,  John  T.,  member,  board  of  examiners,  to  April  30,  1938, 

filed,  14 
McNeil,  J.  Fred,  member  board  of  examiners  for  three  years,  195 
Morrissey,  William  T.,  appointed  to  highway  division  as  divisional 

engineer  by  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  filed,  268 
Murray,  Walter  A.,  as  budget  commissioner,  to  1941,  filed,  235 
November  2,  1937,  election: 
for  mayor: 

Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor 
for  councilors: 

Agnew,  James  E.,  Ward  21,  re-elected 
Carey,  William  A.,  Ward  10 
Chase,  Perlie  Dyar,  Ward  4 
Dowd,  John  F. ,  Ward  8,  re-elected 
Englert,  Edward  L.,  Ward  11 
Fish,  Philip  Austin,  Ward  16 
Fitzgerald.  John  I.,  Ward  3,  re-elected 
Galvin,  William  J.,  Ward  2 
Harris,  Mildred  M.,  Ward  9,  re-elected 
Hutchinson,  Edward  A.,  Ward  13 
Irwin,  Francis  W.,  Ward  1 
Kelly,  John  B.,  Ward  15 
Kerrigan,  John  E.,  Ward  7,  re-elected 
Lyons,  Theodore  F.,  Ward  20 
Murray,  George  A.,  Ward  6,  re-elected 
Murray,  Peter  A.,  Ward  19,  re-elected 
Norton,  Clement  A.,  Ward  18,  re-elected 
Rosenberg,  Sidney,  Ward  14,  re-elected 
Shattuck,  Henry  L.,  Ward  5,  re-elected 
Sullivan,  Maurice  H.,  Ward  22 
Taylor,  Charles  I.,  Ward  12 

Wilson,  Robert  Gardiner,  Jr.,  Ward  17,  re-elected 
O'Donnell,  Lieut.  Thomas  W.,  keeper  of  city  lock-up,  filed,  450 
Quirk,  Hilda  H.,  acting  city  registrar  during  temporary  absence  of 

Frank  J.  O'Toole,  235 
Richardson,    Edward    M.,    public   works   commissioner,   as   member, 

Boston  and  Cambridge  Bridges  Commission,  filed,  195 
Roemer,  Edward  W.,  building  commissioner  to  1941,  195 
Sullivan,  Thomas  F.,  member  and  chairman,  transit  commissioners  to 
April  30,  1937,  filed,  44;  member,  board  of  commissioners  for  three 
years  at  $9,000,  designated,  chairman,  196 


APPOINTMENTS 


(5) 


BAILEY 


Appointments  and  Elections,  Continued 

superintendent   of   nurses,   city   hospital:  order  for  from   list   of 
head  nurses  now  employed  by  city  hospital,  passsed,  121 

Swan,    Arthur   F.,   temporary  city  treasurer  vice  John  H.   Dorsey 
temporarily  incapacitated,  filed,  450 

Tomasello,  Frank  W.,  as  Associate  Justice,  Municipal  Court  of  Boston, 
notice  from  Secretary  of  Commonwealth,  filed,  435 

Wadsworth,  Eliot,  sinking  funds  commissioner  for  three  years,  195; 
chairman  elected  by  sinking  funds  commission,  321 

Wallace,  James  H.,  housing  and  sanitary  inspector,  450 

Watts,  Dr.  Henry  F.  R.,  health  commissioner,  vice  Dr.  William  B. 
Keeler,  deceased,  filed,  70 


Appropriations 

Boston   city   hospital,    $2,500,000:  order   for   by   loan,   referred   to 

finance  committee,  31 
Charlesbank    beach    improvements,    $75,000:  order,    referred    to 

finance  committee,  292 
clean-up  week,  May  1  to  15:  order  for  $24,000,  referred  to  executive 

committee,  194,  195 
Evacuation  Day  celebration,  $5,000:  order  passed,  32 

transfer  from  reserve  fund  $15,000,  order  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 195 
municipal  employment  bureau: 

order  for  $25,000,  charge  to  reserve  fund,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 43-report,  with  new  draft  for  $5,000,  accepted,  passed,  53 

transfer  from  reserve  fund  $15,000,  order  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 195 

$10,000,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  231-report  with  new 
draft  for  $5,000,  passed,  238 

message  and  order  for    $5,000    from    contingent    fund,  referred    to 
executive  committee,  454,  455-report  with  new  draft  for  $2,000, 
accepted,  order  passed,  458 
mosquito  control,  $300:  chargeable  to  reserve  fund,  order  referred  to 

executive  committee,  66-report  accepted,  order  passed,  82 
$50,000   traffic   signals   loan:  order  referred   to  finance   committee, 

80,  81-report  accepted,   order   passed,   169-second  reading,  passage, 

183-message,  veto  filed,  203 
$1,000,000  supplementary  budget  loan:  89  to  90,  inclusive 
$1,000,000  by  loan  to  reduce  amount  needed  from  taxation:  order 

referred   to   executive   committee,    177,    178-report   accepted,    order 

rejected,    188-motion    to   lay    on    table    until    executive    committee 

meeting  in  the  session,  carried,  196 
by  loan,  $100,000  sewerage  works  with  Federal  cooperation:  see 

Loans,  sewerage,  $100,000  or  pages  109,  110 
by  loan,  $1,300,000  for  tax  deficit:  message  with  order,  referred  to 

finance  committee,  203,  238,  269 
by   loan,   $600,000  for  sewerage  works:  order,  referred  to  finance 

committee,  14-report  accepted,  order  rejected  without  prejudice,  30- 

message  with  resubmission  of  order,  referred  to  finance  committee, 

38,  39-report  accepted,  motion  to  send  to  executive  committee,  with 

public  works  commissioner  present,  lost,  46,  47-order  rejected,  47 
park    department,    cemetery    division,    $40,000:  order    for    from 

cemetery   fund   income,   referred   to   appropriations   committee,   84- 

report  accepted,  referred  to  executive  committee,  131-report  accepted, 

order  passed,  138 

police  department  contractual  services:  $6,000,  order  passed, 
213, 214 

police  department  maintenance,  $5,121,364.17:  anticipation  of 
taxes  loan  order,  passed,  110-112 

social  law  library:  from  County  of  Suffolk  Social  Law  Library  appro- 
priation, $1,000,  order  passed,  461 

Suffolk  County,  personal  services:  order  for  $7,079.44  for  increases, 
passed,  253-255 

supplementary  budget,  $22,388.95:  statistics  department,  $2,338.95; 
(2)  county  departments,  $20,000,  message  and  order,  referred  to 
appropriations  committee,  203,  204 

from  taxes,  $162,026.50  for  sewerage  works:  order  referred  to 
finance  committee,  14-report  accepted,  order  rejected  without  preju- 
dice, 30-message  with  resubmission  of  order  referred  to  finance 
committee,  38,  39-report  accepted,  motion  to  send  to  executive 
committee  with  public  works  commissioner  present,  lost,  46,  47- 
order  rejected,  47 

traffic  study  expenses:  $1,000  for  transportation  and  hotel  expenses 
of  committee,  referred  to  executive  committee,  352-report  of  com- 
mittee, notification  of  Mayor  that  Council  has  no  power  to  initiate 
appropriations,  361 


Appropriations  Committee 

members:  Councilors   Agnew,   chairman,   Roberts,    Selvitella,    P.    J. 

Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Rosenberg,  Kilroy,  19 
reports:  110,  111,  112,  131,  138-149,  182 


Armistice  Day 

parade:  roping  off  Commonwealth  ave.,  Hereford  to  Arlington  sts. 
chargeable  to  City  Council  fund,  order  passed,  418 

Art  Commission 

commissioner  appointed:  Margaret  Fitzhugh  Browne  for  five  years, 

filed,  195 
resetting  Shaw  memorial,   Boston  Common:  message  and  order 

for  $660  from  Phillips  Street  Fund,  referred  to  executive  committee, 

431— passed,  440 
transfers:  $8,  referred,  289-passed,  291 


Assessing  Department 

principal  assessor:  John  C.  L.  Dowling  January  6-March  31,  1937, 
filed,  30;  resignation  of  John  C.  L.  Dowling  either  as  secretary  on 
assessing  board  or  treasurer  of  Federal  Savings  Bank  of  Boston, 
order  referred  to  executive  committee,  102;  appointed  to  1940, 
filed,  129 

organization:  John  P.  O'Hearn,  secretary,  filed,  235 

principal  assessors'  salaries:  acceptance  of  chapter  190,  Acts  of  1937, 
order  referred  to  executive  committee,  178-motion  to  recall  from 
executive  committee  and  act  upon,  motion  to  postpone  for  two  Weeks, 
lost,  order  for  acceptance  of  act,  passed,  225,  226 

permanent  first  assistant  assessor:  Paul  M.  Finan,  filed,  8 

promotion:  from  second  assistant  to  provisional  first  assistant  assessor, 
John  M.  Lanning,  461 

retirement:  Timothy  W.  Murphy  notice  received  from  Boston  Retire- 
ment Board,  filed,  30 

second  assistant  assessor:  John  M.  Lanning,  filed,  455 

abatements  ($700,000  in  one  case) :  necessity  for  in  case  of  one 
concern,  order  passed,  482,  483 

Conveyancers  Title  Insurance  and  Mortgage  Company:  order 
that  records  of  company  real  estate  holdings  be  presented  before 
executive  committee  by  assessing  board,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 257,  258;  orders  for  list  of  408  parcels  of  property  and  with- 
holding of  grants  of  abatements,  passed,  260 

expenditure  of  funds,  $1,200,000:  information  required  by  the 
Council,  order  passed,  426 

House  Bill  1 194  salary  raise:  resolution  opposing,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  94,  95-report  accepted,  order  passed,  97 

1936  tax  abatements:  for  $10,000  or  over,  order  passed,  61 

persons  liable  for  militia  enrollment,  1937,  142,131  list  sent  to 
Council,  filed,  268 

petitions  for  abatement  of  taxes,  1937:  information  requested, 
order  passed,  405 

revaluation  of  Boston  real  estate:  dwellings  and  apartment  houses 
in  Brighton-Allston  district  already  over  assessed,  order  passed, 
419,  420 

tax  abatements,  extension  of  time:  draft  petition  for  legislation 
extending  beyond  four  months,  order  passed,  422 

tax  appeals  appraisal  services: 

order   to   consider   elimination   of   large   expenses   incurred   for   past 
three  years,  referred  to  executive  committee,  76,  77-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  82 
order  to  appoint  a  special  committee  to  investigate  employment  of 
experts,  passed,  82 

tax  assessment  reduction:  by  $55,000,  order  passed,  113, 114 

tax  title  property  information:  order  passed.  198,  199-message  and 
report   from   collecting   department,   filed,   263-265 

transfers:  $758.58,  referred,  414-passed,  421 


Auditing  Department 

city  deficits:  under  four  heads,  information  requested,  order  passed, 

467,  468 
$3,000  for  Allen  st.  traffic  lights:  from  unexpended  loan  balances, 

order  passed,  138 
transfers  of  funds:  order  for  list  of  all  departmental  transfers,  within 

and  between,  passed,  10 
transfer:  $439.90,  referred,  379-passed,  406 


Baby  Clinic 

public  works  department  office,   Hancock  st.:  order  for   use  by 
health  department  passed,  40-message  with  veto  filed,  63 

Bailey,  Dennis  J. 

order  to  investigate  circumstances  of  death,  passed,  211 
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Balboni,  Louis,  Inc. 

sewer  work  at  Pleasant  Hill,  order  for  Public  Works  Commissioner  to 
advise  the  Council  in  re  passed,  186,  187-message,  report  received, 
filed,  193 

Baldwin,  Hon.  John  E. 

order  requesting  consideration  for  naming  a  street  in  Old  Harbor  Village 
in  his  honor,  passed,  311 

Ballard  Oil  Burning  Equipment  Company 

release  of  sureties  on  $20,000  bond:  message,  preambles  and  order, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  78,  79-report  accepted,  order  passed, 
112 


30,  1941,  deceased, 


Barr,  Mary  A. 

former  member  of  City  Planning  Board  to  April 
notice  filed,  455 


Bath  Houses 

see  Park  Department,  names  of  beaches 


Bathing  Suits 

furnish  at  Whittier  pool,  without  charge,  order  passed,  292-message, 
communication  filed,  295,  296 

Beef 

exorbitant  prices:  the  Mayor  to  cooperate  with  the  Governor  and 
Representatives  in  Washington  to  reduce  the  cost  of  meats,  order 
passed,  402 
investigation  of  exorbitant  prices:  consider  conferring  Massachu- 
setts Congressmen  relative  to  their  conference  with  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  Tariff  Commission  relative  to  reduc- 
tion of  tariff  on  Argentine  beef,  order  passed,  403,  404,  405 
weighers  appointed: 

Bigwood,  Frederick  A.,  259-269 
Richards,  Stanley  A.,  68,  82 
14  names,  377-confirmed,  407 

Cardinal,  Frank  L.,  Gerard  J.  Cormier,  Edward  J.  Dargan, 
Arthur  P.  DiMattia,  John  E.  Fitzgerald,  Francis  J.  King, 
Francis  H.  Lawless,  Jr.,  Francis  W.  Leard,  Lawrence  Mullane, 
Ralph  A.  Orlando,  William  V.  Ramsey,  Cornelius  J.  Sullivan, 
Maurice  K.  Teele,  Charles  W.  Whitney. 

Black,  Justice  Hugo  L. 

appointment  to  United  States  Supreme  Court,  resolution  of  the 
Council  disapproving  strongly,  referred  to  rules  committee,  370,  371 

resignation,  preambles  and  resolution  for  the  President  to  call  for 
resignation,  referred  to  rules  committee,  403 

Board  Meetings 

order  to  have  department  heads  hold  conferences  on  some  other  days 
than  Mondays,  passed,  388 


Bocce 


provision  of  space  and  facilities  for  playing  the  Italian 
grounds,  order  passed,  361 


game  in  play- 


Bonds  Approved 

constables: 

Brewster,  Harold  A.,  466 

Callahan,  William  J.,  and  William  Davis,  439 

Canton,  James  A.,  70 

Clifford,  Michael  J.,  340 

Crawford,  John  M.,  and  John  A.  May,  402 

Dunlap,  Charles  P.  and  Nachman  Perlman,  filed,  309 

Frank,  Louis  D.,  321 

Gildea,  Francis  W.,  John  Leventhal,  Philip  E.  Lieberman,  Abraham 

S.  Singer,  Leon  Small,  268 
Giroux,  Howard  E.,  Samuel  Tarle,  Oscar  G.  Ridlon,  Lewis  Gilbert, 

filed,  290 
Goldkrand,  Samuel,  383 
Greenbaum,  Harry,  103 
Horowitz,  Charles,  443 
Lambiase,  Alfonso,  117 
Maffei,  Salvatore,  John  T.  McGovern,  Harold  C.  Mitchell,  Michael 

W.  Ober,  James  G.  Peters,  appointed,  151,  152-235 


Bonds  Approved,  Continued 

constables: 

Richmond,  Louis,  117 
Rudin,  Alfred,  443 

66  names  of  145  appointed  151,  152-196 
Uckerman,  Aber,  359 
Wennerstrand,  Frank  F.,  478 
indemnity    bonds,    Groisser    &    Shlager    Iron    Works:  bond   for 
equipment  received,  466 

Borrowing  Capacity  of  Boston 

1937:  89,206,268.38,  Board  of  Sinking  Funds  Commissioners,  City 
Auditor  and  Treasurer,  communication  filed,  70 

Boston  Airport 

improvement  loans,  $220,000:  outside  debt  limit,  message  and  order, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  232-report  accepted,  order  passed,  239 

stop  for  American  Clipper  planes:  cooperate  with  Senators  from 
Boston  to  make  Boston  a  stop  for  English  air  line,  order  passed,  292 

Boston  and  Cambridge  Bridges  Commission 
member  appointed:  Edward  M.  Richardson,  195 

Boston  Central  Labor  Council 

resolution  requesting  no  discrimination  against  Boston  citizens  and 
Building  Trades  Union,  passed,  256;  same  order,  referred  to  rules 
committee,  292,  293 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company 

Dedham  and  Hyde  Park  Gas  and  Electric  Light  Company:  lease 
by  City  under  chapter  292,  Acts  of  1937,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 439 

Boston  as  Convention  City 

order  for  the  Mayor  to  appoint  committee  to  attract  conventions, 
passed,  23 

Boston  Edison  Company 

track  location  notice  received,  at  East  First  st.,  South  Boston,  filed,  220 

Boston  Elevated  Railway 

annual   deficit   program:  time   for  public   officials   to  examine  the 

report,  order  passed,  191 
bus  stop  change:  from  Weld  and   Centre  sts.  to  corner  Centre  and 

Knoll  sts.,   West  Roxbury,  for  protection   of  residents,  passed,   53— 

message,  communication,  filed,  69 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  purchase:  order  to  obtain 

reports  of  special  commission  on  purchase,  passed,  373 
car  rail  change,  Blue  Hill  ave.:  order  for  at  Seaver  and  American 

Legion  Highway,  197-message,  communication,  filed,  263 
Charlestown  Elevated  abolition:  extension  of  Atlantic  ave.  plan  to 

Main  st.  line,  building  subway  substitute,  order  passed,  424,  425 
demolition  of  Atlantic  ave.  structure:  consider  while  scrap  steel  is 

high,  order  passed,  191 
electric   fans:  installation   in   all   Elevated   trains,   surface  cars   and 

busses,  order  to  consider,  passed,  293 
escalator,    Ashmont    station:  order   for   installation,    passed,  420- 

message,  communications,  filed,  429 
escalator,  Green  st.:  trustees  to  consider,  order  passed,  363 
exits  and  entrances,  City  sq.:  erection  of  safe  entrances  and  exits, 

order  passed,  149 
extension  of  bus  service  orders  passed:   Franklin  Park  station  to 

Columbia  station,  including  Carson  beach  and  L  street  baths,  260- 

message,  communication,  filed,  286 
five-cent  fares: 

transfer  outside  Forest  Hills  station  to  all  points  in  West  Roxbury  and 
Roslindale  and  return,  order  passed,  82 

Ashmont  station  to  Boston  city  hospital,  order  passed,  175 

Ashmont  station  to  Marine  pk.,  order  passed,  175 

on  all  lines  Sundays,  order  passed,  310,  311-message,  communication, 
filed,  315 
instruction  for  safety  of  passengers:  starting  and  stopping  busses, 

order  passed,  275,  276 
overpass  ramps,  City  sq.,  Charlestown:  order  for,  passed,  22 
petitions   to  operate   busses:  see  Jitneys,  petitions  for  licenses   to 

operate 
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Boston  Elevated  Railway,  Continued 

removal  of  abandoned  rails:  on  streets  now  used  for  bus  service, 

order  passed,  310-message,  communication,  filed,  315 
removal  of  tracks,  Dorchester  ave.:  to  improve  use  of  this  main 

artery  of  traffic,  order  passed,  373 
restoration  of  service  order  passed:  Hyde  sq.,  Jamaica  Plain,  to 

Dudley  St.,  shuttle  line,  during  rush  hours,  73 
service  increases  orders  passed: 

Aberdeen  section  of  Brighton  to  Thomas  A.  Edison  school,  order 

passed,  420  (signed  petition  from  many  residents  included  in  record) 

Blue  Hill  ave.,and  West  Cottage  st.  to  Carson  beach,  order  to  establish, 

to  run  June  15  to  September  15,  passed,  51 
bus  along  Adams  st.,   Dorchester,  connecting  with  Elevated  train 

leaving  Fields  Corner  at  5.20  a.  m.,  361 
bus  between  Revere  beach  and  City  sq.,  Charlestown,  order  passed,  292 
Fields  corner  to  Dudley  st.,  order  passed,  235 
Fields  Corner-Dudley  st.  line  through  Uphams  Corner,  ten-minute 

schedule  during  rush  hours,  order  passed,  418 
Fields  Corner  station,  shuttle  trains,  40 

Forest  Hills  station  to  Blue  Hill  ave.  to  Ashmont  station,  connecting 

link  between  two  terminals,  222-message,  communication,  filed,  263 

Franklin  pk.  station  to  Columbia  station,  to  start  at  Blue  Hill  ave. 

and  Morton  st.,  order  passed,  323-message,  communication,  filed, 

329 

Harrison  sq.  to  Savin  Hill,  Dorchester,  order  passed,  388-message, 

communication,  filed,  429 
Morton  st.  and  Blue  Hill  ave.  to  Forest  Hills,  51 
Roslindale  sq.  to  Weld  and  Maple  sts.,  West  Roxbury,  402 
Sullivan  and  City  sqs.  on  Bunker  Hill  and  Main  sts.,  passed,  53 
Weld  St.,  West  Roxbury,  bus  to  include  Pomfret,  Corey,  Centre  and 
Maple  sts.,  order  passed,   11-message,   communication,  filed,  27- 
revocation  received  from  Public  Utilities  Department,  filed,  220 
survey,  bus  service,  Savin  Hill  to  Andrew  sq.  station:  for  improve- 
ment of  present  unsatisfactory  service,  order  passed,  323-message 
with  schedule,  filed,  331 
track  locations:  notice  of  91st  location,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  northeast  of 

Schuyler  st.,  Ward  12,  182 
transfer  in  service: 
from  Rawdinq  Lines  to  Boston  Elevated  Railway: 

petition  for  permission  to  take  over  line  from  Rowes  Wharf  to  Fish 
Pier  and  return,  route  formerly  run  by  Rawding  Lines,  message 
filed,  476 
validity  of  bus  line,  City  sq.  to  Chelsea  sq.: 
order  for  law  department  to  ascertain,  passed,  76 
order  as  above,  passed,  102 
order  as  above,  passed,  149 

Boston  Finance  Commission 

see  Finance  Commission 

Boston  Garden  Ambulance 

order  to  inform  Council  if  remuneration  is  received  by  city,  passed, 
49,  50-report  accepted,  order  passed,  53-message,  communication, 
filed,  68,  69 

Boston  Housing  Authority 

see  Housing  Authority 

Boston  Ice  Company 

gasoline  storage  permit,  East  Second  st.,  South  Boston:  order 
to  refuse  to  grant  petition  for  storage  of  inflammables,  passed,  374- 
message,  communication,  filed,  393 

Boston  Port  Authority 

see  Port  Authority 

Boston  Retirement  Board 

see  Retirements 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad 

purchase  by  Boston  Elevated  Railway,  order  to  obtain  reports  of 
commission,  passed,  373 

Boston  Teachers  College 

change  to  regular  academic  institutions: 

into  regular  college  retaining  present  set-up,  order  to  consider,  passed, 

226 
inclusion  in  investigation  relative  to  transferring  all  teachers  colleges 

to  institutions  of  State,  order  to  consider,  passed,  256 


Bowen,  Daniel  F. 

court  proceedings  in  re  injury:  amount,  cash  expense,  number  days 
of  law  employees  in  court,  approximate  to  city,  order  for  information 
from  law  department  (no  action),  150 

Brackman,  David  M.,  Councilor,  Ward  12 

ward  area:    Roxbury,  east 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  19 

claims,  parks  and  playgrounds,  public  safety,  license  fees,  19 
improvement  orders,   Ward   12: 

for  details:    see  Streets,  Squares,  Parkways  and  Circles,  improve- 
ment orders,  passed 

Bainbridge  st.,  215 

Callender  st.,  275 

Dale  St.,  215 

Gaston  st.,  275 

Harrishof  St.,  275 

Rockland  St.,  275 

Ruthven  St.,  215,  275 

Warren  St.,  41 

Whiting  St.,  275 
motion: 

for  recess,  249 
orders: 

food  prices,  Jewish  holidays,  341 

honoring  Judge  Brandeis,  281  (with  Councilors  Norton  and  Rosenberg) 

increased  welfare  allotments,  418 

leave  of  absence,  Jewish  employees  on  Jewish  holidays,  323   (with 
Councilor  Rosenberg) 

notices  on  gasoline  permits,  388  (with  Councilor  Finley) 

parking  spaces,  32 

payment  to  Miriam  L.  Shapiro,  70 

plans  for  "clean-up"  week,  120 

reinstatement,  Richard  P.  Kelley,  388  (with  Councilor  P.  A.  Murray) 

renaming  Blue  Hill  ave.,  363  (with  Councilors  Norton,  Rosenberg) 

roping  off  streets,  418 

safeguarding  bridges,  458  (with  Councilors  Kerrigan,  G.  A.  Murray) 

use  of  certain  streets  as  play  streets,  170  (with  Councilor  Dowd) 
points  of  information: 

report  on  annual  budget,  149 
points  of  order: 

reports  of  committees:  executive,  376 
remarks: 

appropriation,  $1,000,000,  196 

confirmation  of  appointments,  384 

food  prices,  Jewish  holidays,  341 

Housing  Authority  appointments,  236 

increased  welfare  allotments,  418 

loan  orders,  sewerage,  44,  47 

opinion  of  Council  on  appointment  of  Hugo  L.  Black  as  Supreme 
Court  Judge,  371 

parking  spaces,  32 

payment  to  Dooley  Brothers,  275 

plans  for  "clean-up"  week,  120 

report  on  annual  budget,  147 

report  of  committees:    claims,  481,  482;    executive,  255,  376,  387, 
406,  407;    finance,  169 

safeguarding  bridges,  458 

supplementary  appropriations,  243 
resolves: 

death  of  Dr.  William  Keeler,  health  commissioner,  62 

Federal  Writers  and  Historical  Records  Project,  238 

increased  pensions  for  firemen,  120  (with  Councilor  Finley) 

payment  to  Harry  Starnfield,  238 

on  (death  of)  Edward  A.  Filene,  385  (with  Councilor  Rosenberg) 


Brandeis,  Justice  Louis  Dembitz 

order  to  honor  the  Boston  Justice  of  Supreme  Court  by  naming  a  street 
or  public  building  in  his  honor,  passed,  281 


Bread 

price:  16  ounces,  12  cents  in  Boston,  20  ounces  for  10  cents  in  Connecti- 
cut and  New  York,  order  for  reason  from  Committee  on  Necessities 
of  Life,  passed,  185-report,  filed,  217 


Budget  Cut  Affecting  Employees 

information  under  four  heads,  order  passed,  174 


Budget  Department 

acting  budget  commissioner 

Charles  J.  Fox,  auditor,  filed 
commissioner  appointed: 


notice  of  appointment  by  the  Mayor, 
80 
Walter  A.  Murray  to  1941,  filed,  235 
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Budget  Department,  Continued 

annual:  city  and  county,  $34,177,667.02,  exclusive  of  relief,  referred  to 
appropriations  committee,  36,  37,  38-report  accepted,  138  to  143- 
amendment  dividing  reserve  fund,  $300,000  into  contingent  fund, 
$175,000  and  reserve  fund,  $125,000, 145-revised  budget,  passed,  149 

$1,000,000  supplementary  budget:  appropriation  by  loan,  referred 
to  appropriations  committee,  87  to  90,  inclusive 

identification  officer:  establishment  of  position  in  penal  institutions 
department,  order  passed,  450,  451 

reconciliation  of  items,  school  salaries:  order  for  explanation, 
passed,  223 

$3,448,131.93  supplementary  budget:  developments  requiring 
change  in  original,  referred  to  appropriations  committee,  153  to  165, 
inclusive-report  accepted,  motion  to  lay  over  to  next  meeting,  out  of 
order,  order  passed,  211  to  214,  inclusive 

transfers:   $21.75,  referred,  412-passed,  421 


Building  Department 

commissioner  appointed:   Edward  W.  Roemer  to  1941,  filed,  195 
clear  passageways  in  theatres:    order  to  enforce  regulations  in  re, 

referred  to  public  safety  committee,  52 
transfers:    $583.52,  referred,  413-passed,  421 
transfers  between  departmental  H,  relief  projects  appropriations: 

to  auditing  department,  $400:  message,  order,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  353-passed,  360 


Building  Trades  Union 

resolution  requesting  no  discrimination  against  Boston  citizens  and 
Union  members  by  the  Boston  Central  Labor  Council,  passed,  256; 
same  order,  referred  to  rules  committee,  292,  293 


Burke,  Senator  Thomas  M. 

communication  from  the  Senator  relative  to  conditions,  River  St.,  Hyde 
Park,  from  Cleary  sq.  to  Business  St.,  filed,  326,  327 


Busses 

instruction  for  safety  of  passengers:  starting  and  stopping,  order 

passed,  275,  276 
legality,  Charlestown  line:  law  department  opinion,  order  passed, 

280 
petitions  for  license  to  operate: 

BOSTON    ELEVATED    RAILWAY: 

Ashmont  station  to  junction  of  Norfolk  and  Morton  sts.  (petition, 

referred  December  2, 1935  Proceedings,  page  498) ,  report  accepted, 

license  granted,  98 
Broad  st.  and  Atlantic  ave.  to  P  St.,  1936  Proceedings,  page  395- 

report  accepted,  petition  rejected,  73 
City  sq.  and  Chelsea  line,  referred  August  3,  1930-report  accepted, 

petition    rejected,    73;  order    for   law    department    to    ascertain 

validity  of  line,  passed,  76 
Columbia  rd.  near  station  of  Dorchester  Rapid  Transit  Extension 

to  junction  Blue  Hill  ave.  and  West  Cottage  St.,  235  (summer 

season)-granted,  450 
Dartmouth  and  Stuart  sts.  to  junction  Beacon  and  Hereford  sts., 

129-report  accepted,  license  granted,  183 
Dudley  st.  station  to  junction,  Tremont  and  Dover  sts.,  443-granted, 

469 
Franklin  Park  station  to  Columbia  station,  including  Carson  beach 

and  L  street  baths,  order  passed,  260-message,  communication, 

filed,  286 
Huntington  ave.  junction  with  Stuart  st.  to  junction  of  Atlantic 

ave.  and  Broad  st.,  117-report  granted,  462 
Morton  st.  and  Blue  Hill  ave.  junction  to  Forest  Hills  stat  on, 

70-jitney  committee  report  accepted,  license  granted,  104 
Rowes  wharf  to  junction  D  st.  and  Northern  ave.,  340-granted, 

478,  479 
Rowes  wharf  to  junction  D  st.  and  Northern  ave.,  443-called,  laid 

on  table  on  motion  of  Councilor  McGrath,  474 
Sullivan  sq.  terminal  to  Boston-Everett  line  at  Alford  st.,  between 

12  midnight  and  6  a.  m.,  29-report  accepted,  petition  rejected,  73; 

duplicate  petition,  309 
Walter  and  Centre  sts.  to  Green  st.  station,  1932  Proceedings,  page 

333— report  accepted,  petition  granted,  73 
Weld  and  Maple  sts.  junction  to  Weld  St.,  91-report  of  committee 

accepted,  license  granted,  104 

EASTERN    MASSACHUSETTS   STREET  RAILWAY    COMPANY: 

Cross  to  Union  st.  on  Hanover  St.,  209 

GRANITE   STAGES,    INC.: 

Park  sq.  to  Cambridge  line,  321 

HART  BUS  LINES,  INC.: 

over  William   McClellan  highway,   from   Revere   line   to  Boston 
Elevated  station,  435-granted,  456-message  and  veto,  460 


Busses,  Continued 

petitions  for  license  to  operate: 

JOHNSON  BUS  LINES,  INC.: 

Boston-Dedham   line   to   terminus    of   Boston   Elevated   Railway, 

455-granted,  462 
Boston-Dedham  line  to  Park  sq.,  461-granted,  469 
Boston-Dedham  line,  State  Route  1  to  Park  sq.  and  return,  471— 

granted,  474 
Boston-Dedham    line    to    Forest   Hills    station   and    return,    471— 
granted,  474 
restoration  of  service:  Hyde  sq.,  Jamaica  Plain  to  Dudley  st.  during 

rush  hours,  passed,  73 
service  continuance  orders  passed: 

Fields  Corner  to  Dudley  st.  continue  during  summer,  235 
service  increases  orders  passed : 

BOSTON  ELEVATED  RAILWAY  COMPANY: 

Adams  st.  connecting  with  the  5.20  a.  m.  bus  leaving  Fields  Corner, 
361 

Blue  Hill  ave.  and  West  Cottage  st.  to  Carson  beach,  June  15  to 
September  15,  passed,  51 

Forest  Hills  station  to  Blue  Hill  ave.  to  Ashmont  station  connecting 
link  between  two  terminals,  222 

Franklin  park  station  to  Columbia  station  extended  to  start  at 
Blue  Hill  ave.  and  Morton  St.,  order  passed,  323-message, 
communication,  filed,  329 

Harrison  sq.  to  Savin  Hill,  Dorchester,  388-message,  communica- 
tion, filed,  429 

Morton  st.  and  Blue  Hill  ave.  to  Forest  Hills,  51 

Revere  beach  to  City  sq.,  order  passed,  292 

Roslindale  sq.  to  Weld  and  Maple  sts..  West  Roxbury,  402 

Thomas  A.  Edison  school  to  Aberdeen  section  of  Brighton,  signed 
petition  included  in  record,  order  passed,  420 

Weld  st..  West  Roxbury  to  include  Pomfret,  Maple,  Corey,  Centre 
sts.,    11-message   and   communication,    filed,    27-revocation   re- 
ceived from  Public  Utilities  Department,  filed,  220 
stop  changes:    Weld  to  Centre  sts.  to  Centre  and  Knoll  sts.,  West 

Roxbury,  passed,  53-message,  communication,  filed,  69 
survey  of  service: 

BOSTON   ELEVATED   RAILWAY: 

Savin  Hill  to  Andrew  sq.  station  for  improvement  of  service,  323- 
message,  schedule,  filed,  331 

Butler,  Hon.  William  M. 

resolution  expressing  sorrow  at  death  and  appreciation  of  public  service, 
passed  by  unanimous  rising  vote,  150 


Campbell,  Superintendent  of  Schools  Patrick  T. 

resolutions  of  honor  and  affection  for  the  long  and  valuable  services 
to  the  schools  of  Boston,  adopted  by  unanimous  rising  vote,  62 

Carnegie  Steel  Company 

see  Release  of  Surety  on  Bonds 

Castle  Island 

convenience  station:  order  to  keep  open  during  summer  with  attendant 
in  charge,  passed,  202 

Catch-Basins 

see  Public  Works  Department  and  Streets,  Squares.  Parkways,  Circles, 
improvement  orders  passed,  street  name 

Cemeteries 

see  Public  Works  Department 

Cemetery  Fund 

order  to  consider  leaving  intact,  order  passed,  245 

Central  Card  Index 

discontinued  since  1934:  started,  July,  1932,  abandoned  over  protest 
of  Council,  information  as  to  resuming  valuable  work,  order  passed, 
224 

Charlesbank 

improvements  at  beach:  appropriation  by  loan,  $75,000,  for  safety 
in  bathing,  order  passed,  292 
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Charlestown 

Chelsea  bridge,  resurfacing,  347,  348 

City  Square  overpass:  order  for  two  overpasses  at  Elevated  structure, 

passed,  22 
City  Square  pk.,  benches,  order  passed,  238 
cleaning  sewers:  order  passed,  362 
Dewey  beach,  resanding,  238 
Elevated  entrances  and  exits,  City  sq.:    erection  for  avoidance  of 

traffic  by  passengers,  order  passed,   149 
Federal  housing  program:    the  Mayor  be  requested  to  assist  not 

hinder  activities   of  Federal  Housing  Administration,   order  passed, 

407,   408-message,    communication   from   State   Board   of    Housing, 

filed,  414 
fire  hazards: 

list  of  locations  to  be  investigated,    order  passed,  347-message  with 

report  from  fire  commissioner  filed,  365 

91-95  Elm  st.,  order  to  board  up  vacant  premises  passed,  362 
traffic  signals:    between  Bunker  Hill  pk.  and  Dewey  beach,  order 

passed,  293 


Chelsea  Bridge 

fence:    to  reduce  accidents  between  north  and  south  draws,  order 

passed,   348 
resurfacing:    covering  car  tracks  from  Chelsea  north  draw  to  Chelsea 

south  draw,  order  passed,  347,  348 

City  Clerk  Department 

city  election,  November  2:    notice  as  required,  order  passed,  383 

jury  list,  city  document  57:  preparation  for  ballot  box,  order  passed, 
268 

notice  of  election:  order  for  notices  to  be  given  to  voters  of  Ward  9, 
passed,  31 

notices  of  11th  Congressional  District  election:  Wards  1-3,  Pre- 
cincts 1-9  of  Ward  8  for  Representative  to  Congress,  order  passed, 
415 

City  Council 

members,  1937: 

Ward  1,  Henry  Selvitella 

Ward  2,  James  J.  Mellen 

Ward  3,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  President  of  1937  Council 

Ward  4,  George  W.  Roberts 

Ward  5,  Henry  L.  Shattuck 

Ward  6,  George  A.  Murray 

Ward  7,  John  E.  Kerrigan 

Ward  8,  John  F.  Dowd 

Ward  9,  Richard  D.  Gleason,  deceased,  January,  1937:   Mildred  M. 
Harris,  elected,  151 

Ward  10,  John  J.  Doherty 

Ward  11,  James  J.  Kilroy 

Ward  12,  David  M.  Brackman 

Ward  13,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald 

Ward  14,  Sidney  Rosenberg 

Ward  15,  Martin  H.  Tobin 

Ward  16,  John  J.  McGrath 

Ward  17,  Robert  Gardiner  Wilson,  Jr. 

Ward  18,  Clement  A.  Norton 

Ward  19,  Peter  A.  Murray 

Ward  20,  James  F.  Finley 

Ward  21,  James  E.  Agnew 

Ward  22,  Edward  M.  Gallagher 
election  of  the  President  for  19J7:    order  for  election  read  second 

time,  passed,  1,  2-John  I.  Fitzgerald  elected,  2 
thanks  for  reelection  of  President  Fitzgerald,  7 
address   of  the  Mayor,  1  to  7 
special  election,  Ward  9:  to  elect  successor  to  late  Richard  D.  Gleason, 

order  passed,  31 
committee: 

the  mayor's  escort:    Councilor  Roberts  and  Gallagher,  2 
committees  appointed: 

appropriations:     Councilors   Agnew,   chairman,  Roberts,  Selvitella, 
P.  J.  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Rosenberg,  Kilroy,  1'9 

claims:   Councilors  Selvitella,  chairman,  Agnew,  Roberts,  Brackman, 
Tobin,  19 

county  accounts:  Councilors  Roberts,  chairman,  Rosenberg,  Wilson, 
P.  J.  Fitzgerald,  Tobin,  19 

executive:    Councilors  with  Councilor  Gallagher,  chairman,  19 

finance:    Councilors  Dowd,  chairman,   P.  J.   Fitzgerald,  Shattuck, 
Kilroy,  Kerrigan,  Rosenberg,  Agnew,  19 

jitney  licenses:    Councilors  P.  A.  Murray,  chairman,   Selvitella, 
Wilson,  Dowd,  19 

legislative  matters:    Councilors  Shattuck,  chairman,  P.  J.  Fitz- 
gerald, Kilroy,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Gleason,  19 


City  Council,  Continued 

committees  appointed: 

ordinances:    Councilors   Gallagher,   chairman,   Rosenberg,   Finley, 

Selvitella,  P.  J.  Fitzgerald,  Wilson,  Shattuck,  19 
parkman   fund:     Councilors   Gallagher,   chairman,   Doherty,   G.   A. 

Murray,  P.  A.  Murray,  Shattuck,  19 
printing:  Councilors   Selvitella,    chairman,    P.   A.    Murray,    Finley, 

Rosenberg,  Norton,  19 
prison  inspection:    Councilors  Gleason,  chairman,  Doherty,  Finley, 

McGrath,  P.  A.  Murray,  19 
public  lands:   Councilors  Kerrigan,  Kilroy,  Agnew,  P.  J.  Fitzgerald, 

Wilson,  19 
rules:    Councilors  Wilson,  chairman,  Kerrigan,  Agnew,  Gallagher, 

P.  J.  Fitzgerald,   19 
soldiers'  relief:    Councilors  Kerrigan,  chairman,  Doherty,  Mellen, 

Norton,  Gleason,  19 
special  committees: 

consolidation    of    departments:     Councilors    Wilson,    chairman, 

Dowd,  Shattuck,  Kerrigan,  P.  J.  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  19 
constables:    Councilors  Agnew,  chairman,  Kerrigan,  Roberts,  19 
escort  for  new  member  Mildred  M.  Harris,  Councilors  Doherty  and 

Dowd,  151 
fire  insurance:    Councilors  McGrath,  chairman,  Kerrigan,  P.  J. 

Fitzgerald,   19 
hospitals:     Councilors   Doherty,   chairman,   Finley,   Agnew,   P.   A. 

Murray,   Kerrigan,   19 
investigation  of  Conveyancers  Title  Insurance  and  Mortgage 

Company:  Councilors  Wilson,  Kerrigan,  Dowd,  P.  A.  Murray  and 

Agnew,  260 
investigation,  Long  Island  conditions:  order  for  appointment,  60 
investigation,    experts   for  tax  appeals  appraisals:     order   for 

appointment,   passed,  82 
investigation,  temporary  employment,  Councilors  Finley,  Selvitella, 

Rosenberg,  122 
license   fees:     Councilors   Wilson,   chairman,   Roberts,   McGrath, 

Selvitella,  Brackman,   19 
municipal  lighting:   Councilors  Dowd,  chairman,  Wilson,  Gallagher, 

Rosenberg,  Selvitella,  19 
parks  and   playgrounds:    Councilors  Finley,   chairman,   Kerrigan, 

Tobin,  Rosenberg,  Brackman,   19 
public    safety:     Councilors    Agnew,    chairman,    Selvitella,    G.    A. 

Murray,  McGrath,  Brackman,  Mellen,  Tobin,  19 
public   welfare:     Councilors   Agnew,   chairman,   Roberts,   Wilson, 

Finley,  P.  A.  Murray,  19 
tax    appeals:  members    appointed,    Councilors    Wilson,    chairman, 

Kerrigan,  Tobin,  Selvitella,  P.  Fitzgerald,  91 
tax  title  property:   Councilors  Finley,  chairman,  Doherty,  Wilson, 

Kerrigan,  Shattuck,  19 
unclaimed  baggage:   Councilors  Agnew,  chairman,  Roberts,  Kerri- 
gan, 19 
voting  machines:    Councilors  Wilson,  Shattuck,  Kilroy,  Doherty, 

Kerrigan,  211 
Hags,  ropes  and  stakes  expenses  or  B-42: 
annual  Marathon  race,  April  19,  B.  A.  A.,  96 

Armistice  Day  parade,  Commonwealth  ave.,  from  Hereford  to  Arling- 
ton sts.,  418 
Cathedral  Club  cross-country  run,  Union  Park  st.,  94 
Constitution  Day  parade,  September  17,  order  passed,  361 
Holy  Name  A.  A.  ten-mile  road  race,  June  26,  order  passed,  249 
Michael  J.  O'Connell  Post  annual  road  race,  order  passed,  98 
meeting,  November  29,  held  in  Faneuil  Hall  during  emergency  re- 
pairs in  Council  Chamber,  449;   order  to  continue  meetings  in  Faneuil 
Hall  until  repairs  in  Council  Chamber  are  completed,  passed,  453 
November  2  election  results:    Maurice  J.  Tobin  for  Mayor,  also  see 
Reports  to  City   Council,   election  results,    November  2,   1937,   or 
page  444 
orders: 

acceptance,  chap.  163,  Acts,  1937:  171 

Blue  Hill    ave.  widening:  petition   for  legislation    to  widen,  from 

junction   with     Seaver    st.     to     American     Legion     Highway     on 

Franklin  pk.  side,  order  for,  passed,  197 
Blue  Hill  ave.   car  rails:  considering  location  change,  junction 

with  American  Legion  Highway,  197 
borrowing  for  air  port  purposes:  for  acceptance  of  Acts,   1937, 

chap.   160,  referred  to  executive  committee,  176-report  accepted, 

order  passed,  201 
Codman   Hill   Construction   Company   business   dealings   dis- 
continued: order  passed,  210,  211 
contingent  fund  charges:  order    to    so    charge    expenses    of    the 

Mayor  and  Council,  heretofore  charged  to  reserve  fund,  passed,  185 
Council  use  of  old  Aldermanic  chamber:  chamber  on  second  floor 

ready  for  use  as  Council  meetings,  during  repairs  to  present  chamber, 

fourth  floor,  order  passed,  474 
death  of  Dennis  J.   Bailey:  re-examination  of  circumstances  of 

death  of  late  member,  order  passed,  211 
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orders: 

effect  of  budget  cut:  under  four  heads  in  re  employees,  order 

passed,  174,  175 
exorbitant  fees  FOE  constables:  order  for  committee  to  interview 

City  Collector  John  F.  Doherty  in  re  discontinuance,  referred  to 

constables   committee,   60,   61 

FIVE-DAY    WEEK: 

in  re  action  taken  by  the  Mayor  on  order,  pages   197,  200-238; 
during  July  and  August,  order  passed,  293 

(city  employees,  except  police,  fire  and  school  departments) ,  legis- 
lation proposed,  referred  to  executive  committee,  report  accepted, 
order  passed,  200 
franchise,   Union   Freight   Railwat   Company:  order   for   copy, 

passed,  34 
House  Bill  745  opposition  to  parking  devices:  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee,  60-report  accepted,  order  passed,  61 
House  Bill  1200:  for  designation  of  member  of  law  department  to 

oppose  bill  seeking  to  remove  powers  from  local  board  of  health, 

passed,  96,  97 
information,  tax  title   property,   law   department   expenses: 

under  four  heads,  order  passed,  348 
invitation  to  President:    order  that  the  Mayor  extend  invitation 

to  attend  Evacuation  Day  celebration,  March  17,  1937,  passed,  32 
Jacob  Fobs  school  lease:  authorizing  school  committee  to  lease, 

passed,  105 
no    consecutive    term    for    president:    order   referred    to    rules 

committee,  22 
refund,  Dooley  Brothers,  Inc.:  acceptance  of  chap.  222,  Acts, 

1937,  referred  to  executive  committee,  185-report  accepted,  motion 

to  lay  on  table  carried,  214 
revocation,  license,  Fenway  Auto  pk.:  to  consider,  passed,  248- 

message,  communication,  filed,  283,  284 
Soldiers'  Field  rd.  at  Market  st.  and  Western  ave.  also  at 

North  Beacon  ST.:  approving  legislative  enactment  for  transfer 

of  care  and  control  of  traffic  at  intersections,  referred  to  executive 

committee,  27,  28-report  accepted,  order  passed,  33 
underpass    construction,    Commonwealth    and    Massachusetts 

aves.:  chap.    173,   Acts,    1937,   order   for   acceptance,   referred   to 

executive  committee,  193,  194 
voting  machines:  installation  for  November  election,  order  passed, 

199 
W.  P.  A.  certification  work:  order  for  committee  to  confer  with 

the  Mayor,  Councilors  Finley,  Selvitella,  Rosenberg,  passed,   122 
W.  P.  A.  cuts:  requesting     calling     meeting     of     Congressmen     in 

Washington  to  curtail  proposed  cuts,  passed,  247,  248 

W.  P.  A.  lay-offs: 

requesting  some  action  in  re  passed,  259 

demanding  discharge  of  aliens  in  place  of  citizens,  passed,  259 
order  for  preference  of  citizens  over  aliens,  passed,  272,  273 
order  for  reason  of  discrimination  in  favor  of  aliens,  passed,  272,  273 

youth  commission:  order  to  consider  sponsering  legislation  toward 
relief  of  depression  conditions,  passed,  34 
ordinances: 

Council  employees'  salaries: 

amendments   to  Revised   Ordinances,  1925,  passed,  113,   see  Ordi- 
nances, 1925,  chap.  3.  sect.  5 
veto  of  ordinance  changing  Council  attaches'  salaries,  25 
remarks  of  Councilor  Norton  in  re  Police  Commissioner  Timilty: 

congratulations  to  Commissioner  on  his  idea  of  gifts  to  children  in 

each  district,  making  the  law  enforcement  unit  friends  not  enemies 

of  children,  475 
resolutions: 

appreciation  of  Council  to  President  Fitzgerald:  presented  by 
Councilor  Gallagher,  seconded  by  Clerk  Doyle,  resolution  passed 
by  unanimous  rising  vote,  484 

borrowing  outside  debt  limit  for  welfare:  approving  legislation 
authorizing  referred  to  executive  committee,  55-report  accepted, 
resolution  passed,  61,  62 

commendation  for  employees  of  election  and  police  depart- 
ments: during  election,  November  2,  passed,  439 

Justice  Black,  resignation:  requesting  the  President  call  for 
resignation  from  Supreme  Court  of  United  States,  referrred  to  rules 
committee,  403 

chairman,  public  celebrations:  against  choice  of  individual  not  a 
public  official,  passed,  54 

commendation  of  Police  Commissioner  Timilty:  cooperation  in 
aid  of  flood  area,  passed,  53 

Commonwealth  Avenue  Underpass:  message,  preambles  approv- 
ing enactment  of  legislation  for  outside  debt  limit  borrowing, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  26,  27-report  accepted,  referred  to 
public  safety  committee,  34 

death,  Hon.  William  M.  Butler:  expressing  sorrow  for  loss  and 
appreciation  of  public  service  passed  by  rising  unanimous  vote,  150 

death,  Patrick  T.  Campbell,  superintendent  of  schools:  appre- 
ciating services  adopted  by  unanimous  rising  vote,  62 
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resolutions: 

death,  Edward  A.  Filene:  expressing  regret  at  untimely  end  to  a 
distinguished  citizen  of  the  nation,  passed,  383 

death,  Councilor  Richard  D.  Gleason:  preambles  expressing 
tribute  to  associate,  passed  by  unanimous  rising  vote,  24 

death.  Dr.  William  Keeler:  regretting,  after  very  short  tenure  of 
office  of  health  commissioner,  adopted  by  unanimous  rising  vote,  62 

death,  Doctor  Mackey:  member,  school  committee,  expressing  deep 
regret  for  loss,  adopted,  117 

death.  Marquis  Guglielmo  Marconi:  expressing  deep  regret  for 
the  passing  of  a  great  inventive  genius,  passed,  311 

death,  Francis  J.  Murray:  regretting,  end  of  services  as  budget 
commissioner,  passed  by  unanimous  rising  vote,  71 

Democratic  Convention,  1940:  favoring  having  convention  brought 
to  Boston,  referred  to  rules  committee,  185 

disapproval  of  W.  P.  A.  terms  for  labor  on  contracts:  not 
favoring  closed  shop  labor  conditions  exacted,  referred  to  rules 
committee,  347 

discrimination  against  former  member  of  Building  Trades 
Union  and  Citizens  of  Boston:  recording  desires  for  no  dis- 
crimination by  Boston  Central  Labor  Council  and  citizens,  referred 
to  rules  committee,  256;  same  order  referred  to  rules  committee, 
292,  293-report  accepted,  order  passed,  322 

Dorchester  Heights  as  historical  shrine:  for  taking  over  by 
the  Federal  Government  and  maintaining  as  a  national  shrine, 
passed,  461 

East  Boston  and  Revere  lines  purchase:  opposing  proposed 
legislation,  passed,  113 

Federal  Writers  and  Historical  Records  Project:  favoring 
continuance  at  present  standards,  passed,  238 

George  R.  Farnum,  Esq.:  expressing  confidence  in  conduct  of  case 
of  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company,  referred  to  rules  com- 
mittee, 215,  216 

favoritism  in  civil  service  selections:  favoring  public  announce- 
ment against,  passed,  53 

firemen's  increased  pensions: 

approving  enactment  of  legislation,  passed,  53 
increase  to  one  half  of  present  salary,  passed,  120 

House  Bill  1479:  approving  Bill  allowing  one  day  off  in  seven  for 
police  force,  passed,  71 

Hugh  L.  Black  appointment  to  United  States  Supreme  Court: 
strongly  disapproving,  referred  to  rules  committee,  370,  371 

increase  of  certain  pensions:  approving  enactment  of  legislation 
authorizing  for  Fred  G.  Trask,  Edward  C.  McKinnon,  Lindell 
Cleveland  from  S600  to  $1,050,  passed,  81 

liquor  license  applications:  favoring  legislation  limiting  to  once 
a  year  upon  refusal,  passed,  48 

married  women  in  city  employment:  favoring  legislation  prohibiting 
except  in  cases  of  necessity,  passed,  72,  73 

mortgages  of  Home  Owners  Loan  Corporation:  requesting 
Massachusetts  Congressmen  to  forestall  in  some  way  foreclosures, 
referred  to  rules  committee,  18,  19 

municipal  building,  Codman  sq. :  approving  borrowing  for  erection, 
passed,  47,  48 

murder  of  son  of  Nora  Madden:  favoring  legislation  authorizing 
payment,  passed,  81 

New  England  Council  activities:  recommending  good  work  done 
to  increase  tourist  trade,  passed,  323 

oil  truck  drivers:  favoring  union  wages,  better  pay,  shorter  hours, 
referred  to  rules  committee,  83 

Palestine  partition  plan:  preambles  and  resolutions  opposing, 
copy  to  be  sent  to  Massachusetts  Congressmen,  referred  to  rules 
committee,  310-report  accepted,  resolution  passed,  322 

payment  for  incapacity  RETIREMENT  system:  approving  legislation 
to  authorize  payments  under  Boston  Retirement  System  for  in- 
capacity or  death  due  to  hazard  of  employment,  passed,  32 

payments: 

Durant,  mother  of  Mary,  favoring  legislation,  passed,  20 
Keane,  Mary  Margaret,  favoring  legislation,  passed,  20 
McGonagle,  mother  of  John,  approving  legislation,  passed,  21 
Harry  Starnfield  for  injuries  received  in  public  school,  passed,  238 
Taylor,  father  of  Joseph,  approving  legislation,  passed,  21 

payments  to  parents  of  Mary  G.  Durant:  favoring  legislation 
authorizing  payment,  passed,  150 

payment,  widow  of  Richard  D.  Gleason,  late  councilor  from 
ward  9:  approving  legislation  to  authorize  payment  of  salary  to 
expiration  of  expected  term,  passed,  31 

pension  to  Edward  J.  Fogarty:  approving  payment,  a  member  of 
police  department,  passed,  95 

planetarium:  recording  favor  of  construction  out  of  George  Robert 
White  Fund  money,  until  money  can  be  found,  for  opening 
new  surgical  building  at  Boston  city  hospital,  resolution  passed, 
104,  105 

re-registration  of  voters:  favoring  legislative  enactment, 
49 
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resolutions: 

retirement,  Daniel  J.  MoDonald:  member,  police  department,  on 

full  pay,  passed,  183 
return  of  deposit  to  Dooley  Brothers:  approving  legislation, 

authorizing,  passed,  31 
revocation  of  certain  insurance  companies'  licenses:  favoring 

for  refusal  to  insure  after  examination  by  Board  of  Appeal,  referred 

to  rules  committee,  18 

STADIUM  IN  HONOR  OF  LATE  PATRICK  T.  CAMPBELL,  FORMER  SUPER- 
INTENDENT of  schools:  favoring  erection,  passed,  73 

succeeding  term  for  Mayor  of  Boston:  opposing  legislation 
allowing  a  Mayor  to  succeed  himself,  referred  to  legislative  matters 
committee,  34,  35 

Suffolk  County  Court  House:  approving  legislation  authorizing 
borrowing  in  anticipation  of  Commonwealth  and  Federal  receipts, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  26,  27 

taxicab  insurance  rates:  opposing  increase  and  proposing  review 
of  rates  by  Insurance  Commission,  referred  to  executive  committee, 
360-adopted,  361 

United   States   Housing   Act,   S    1685:    approving   enactment  by 
Congress,  referred  to  rules  committee,  113 
special  meetings:  (called  by  President  Fitzgerald),  259 
trjinsf  crs  z 

$200,  referred,  266-passed,  280 

$105,  referred,  354-passed,  360 

$90,  referred,  431-passed,  439 

City  Deficits 

information  requested  from  city  auditor  under  four  heads,  order  passed, 
467,  468 

City  Documents 

No.  53:  appointments,  151-confirmed,  183 

No.    54:  appointment   of   constables,   civil   service,    with   bond    (145), 

151,  152-(124)  confirmed,  182-(2)  confirmed,  221-balance  (19) 
No.  55:  constables  appointments  (97),  176,  177-all  confirmed,  201 
No.  57:  jury  list,  orderd  printed.  268 

City  Election 

November  2:  for  the  Mayor,  school  committee  (three  members),  ward 
members  of  the  Council,  order  for  notice  passed,  383-results  filed, 
444  or  see  Reports  to  City  Council,  results  of  election,  November  2, 
1937 

City  Employees 

Boston  city  hospital:  order  for  fourteen  instead  of  seven  days'  sick 

leave,  passed,  96 
community  fund  donation:  no  penalty  for  failures  to  give  one  per 

cent  to  fund,  order  passed,  51 
Council  stenographers:  $250  annual  raise  to  each  of  two  stenog- 
raphers, passed,  113 
deputy  sealers:   17  additional  with  full  salary,  order  referred  to  ordi- 
nances committee,  276 
drawtenders,  toll  guards:  raising  hours  in  line  with  usual  city  em- 
ployees, two  orders  passed,  114 
election  supervisors'  fee:  $5  per  day.  order  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 465-passed,  466 
five-day  week: 

legislation  for  all  city  employees,  except  police,  fire,  school  and  other 
departments  whose  duties  prevent  it,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 197;  order  for  five-day  week  during  June,  July,  August, 
197-reports  accepted,  orders  passed,  200-message,  communication, 
filed,  288;  order  as  above  for  all  city  and  county  employees,  passed, 
322 
order  for  information  of  action  taken  by  the  Mayor  in  re  order,  pages 

197,  200-238 
message  and  report  that  order  has  been  put  in  operation  in  printing 
department,  filed,  460 
forty-hour  week  for  printing  department:  preambles  and  order, 

at  prevailing  union  wages,  referred  to  executive  committee,  341 
forty-hour  week:  statement  by  Councilor  Tobin,  364 
Jewish  employees: 

order  for  leave  of  absence  March  27,  April  2,  3,  1937,  without  loss  of 
pay-amended  to  include  Good  Friday,  city  hall  closing,  passed,  114 
September  6,  7,  15,  order  for  without  loss  of  pay,  passed,  323 
March  17:  order  for  leave  of  all  who  can  be  spared,  passed,  97 
1925   Revised   Ordinances,   chap.   3,   sect.   25:  construction  defined 
in  re  employees  appearing  on  legislation  order,  referred  to  ordinances 
committee,  275-report  accepted,  ordinance  passed,  450 
oil  truck  drivers:  resolution  for  better  hours  and  pay,  referred  to 
rules  committee,  83 


City  Employees,  Continued 

one  day  in  seven  for  police  department:  instead  of   one  day  in 

eight,  order  passed,  427 
ordinance    amendment:  referred    to    ordinances    committee,    275- 

passed,  450-message  and  veto,  filed,  454 
per  diem  employees:  same  basis  of  time  off  as  regular  employees, 

order  passed,  244 
police  force,  House  Bill  1479:  resolution  approving  Bill  allowing  one 

day  off  in  seven,  passed,  71 
principal   assessors'    salaries:  order   for   acceptance   of   Act  in   re, 

referred  to  executive  committee,  178 
public  works  chauffeurs:  $5.50  minimum  as  usual,  order  passed,  245 
re-employment,  former  city  employees:  order  to  replace  on  rolls, 

passed,  52,  83,  245,  328,  389,  425,  483 
sick  leave,   hospital  employees:  increased  from  seven  to  fourteen 

days,  order  passed,  202 
skeleton  crew  during  summer:  Saturdays  during  June,  July,  August 

to  second  Saturday  in  September,  order  passed,  199,  200 
suspension  from  public  works  department:  order  to  consider  con- 
ferring with  commissioner  relative  to  suspension  instead  of  discharge, 

passed,  215 
wire  division  of  fire  department  and  city  hospital  workers:  order 

for  reason  for  discrimination  in  the  matter  of  Saturdays  off  during 

summer,  passed,  325 
W.  P.  A.  certification  work:  committee,  Councilors  Finley,  Selvitella, 

Rosenberg,  to  investigate  status   of   employees  used,   order  passed, 

committee  appointed,  122 

City  Hall 

convenience  station  repair:  order  passed,  33-message,  communica- 
tion, filed,  42 

new  city  hall  outlook:  order  for  Mayor  to  consider  informing  citizens 
in  re,  passed,  82,  83 

City  Messenger  Department 

roping  off  streets: 

Union  Park  st.,  April  10,  Cathedral  Club  run,  order  for  passed,  94 
annual  Marathon,  B.  A.  A.,  April  19,  order  passed,  96 
Constitution  Day  parade,  September  17,  chargeable  to  City  Council 
appropriation,  order  passed,  361 

City  Planning  Board 

member  appointed:  Sidney  S.  Conrad  for  five  years,  filed,  195 
overhead  parking  space  with  ramps:  order  to  consider,  passed,  373 
transfers  between  department  H,  relief  projects  appropriations: 

to  hospital  department,  $5,000:  message,  order  referred  to  executive 
committee,  353-passed,  360 

City  Point  Board  Walk 

order  to  reopen,  passed,  244 

City  Registry 

acting  city  registrar:  Hilda  H.  Quirk  in  temporary  absence  of  Frank 
J.  O'Toole,  235 

Civil  Service 

favoritism  in  selection:  resolution  against,  passed,  53 

Claims 

payment  for  services: 

Bowes,  Arthur  F.,  380 

Callings,  Oscar,  380:  Conners,  Dr.  John  F.,  478 
personal  injuries: 

Anderson,  Carl  V.,  llff 

Babb,  Mrs.  George  W.  P.,  359:  Becker,  Bessie,  209 

Bedein,  Jeanette,  43:  Biggio,  Josephine,  340:  Black,  Doris  G.,  91 

Blangiardo,  Mariano,  434:  Blumenthal,  Anna,  471 

Brown,  Sarah  Elizabeth,  29:  Buckley,  William  L.,  7 

Burns,  George  J.,  39 

Carey,  John  Joseph,  103:  Carey,  Margaret,  267 

Carey,  Mary  E.,  267:  Casey,  Catherine  J.,  7 

Casey,  Mrs.  John  J.,  455:  Cash,  Mary,  320:  Cincotta,  Arline,  359 

Cohen,  Netty  G.,  267:  Connelly,  Catherine  M.,  181 

Cooperstein,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.,  209:  Corbett,   Elizabeth,   267 

Cormier,  Annie,  29:  Cosgrove,  Mary  A.,  434:  Covell,  Dorothy  E.,  234 

Cronin,  Mary,  267 

Dahill,  Harriet,  461:  Dalton,  Catherine,  397 

Daly,  Nellie,  8:  Dinan,  Margaret,  414 
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Claims,  Continued 

personal  injuries: 

Dineen,  Bernadette  F.,  267:  Doherty,  William  F.  J.,  14 

Donate,  Sylvia,  465:  Donovan,  Julia  E.,  195:  Doran,  Helen,  359 

Doucette,  Donald  C,  220:  Doucette,  Gerald  V.,  220 

Doucette,  Joseph  J.,  220:  Doucette,  Mary  L.,  220 

Drake,  Mrs.  Harry,  181:  DuBerger,  W.  E.,  359 

Duggan,  Mary  J.,  43:  Dupee,  Mrs.  Harry  E.,  Jr.,  414 

Eaton,  Frances  L.,  165:  Edgarton,  Rosina  M.,  91 

Epstein,  Joseph  I.,  8 

Finn,  Hyman,  and  Albert  Rothberg,  359,  see  also  Claims,  property 

damages 
Fioravante,  Fera,  370:  Folger,  Mary  E.,  246 
Fortuna,  Anthony  J.  and  Ned  D'Angelo,  380,  see  also  Claims,  property 

damages 
Oarrity,  Francis,  29:  Gillis,  Edith  A.,  91:  Girroir,  Mary  E.,  58 
Gordon,  Annie,  116:  Gould,  Margaret  H.,  290 
Gould,  Zena  C,  443,  see  also  Claims,  property  damages 
Gretsky,  Annie,  43:  Griffin,  Margaret  E.,  465:  Guaragua,  Leo,  69 
Guaragna,  Leonado,  129 

Harlow,  Mrs.  George  M.,  290:  Harney,  Maureen,  220 
Hartleigh,  Helen,  69:  Heller,  Rose,  290:  Hicks,  Helen  L.,  309 
Hoffman,  Fritz  G.,  267:  Horan,  Mary  R.,  129:  Hoyt,  Belle,  181 
Hughes,  son  of  Mrs.  Cyril  A.,  340:  Hutton,  Edith  M.,  209 
Jacobson,  Minnie,  290:  Jeffords,  Catherine,  455 
Kade,  Francis  M.,  195:  Keady,  Margaret,  103 
Kean,  Mary  H,  290:  Kean,  Mary,  370 
Kearney,  Margaret,  268:  Keating,  Jane,  181 
Keefe,  Evelyn,  415:  Kelleher,  John  H.,  268,  290 
Kelleher,  Kathryn  M.,  359:  Keller,  Elizabeth,  290 
Kieran,  Anna  J.,  370 

Landfear,  Amy  I.,  478:  Lavender,  Marion  L.,  43 
Leach,  Alice,  321:  Lee,  Anna,  234:  Lesslie,  John  J.,  290 
Levine,  Louis,  69:  Logan,  Mary  T.,  455:  Logue,  Edward,  415 
Lowey,  Elizabtth,  209 
Maclntyre,  Amy  J.,  195 

Mahoney,  Mrs.  John  P.,  daughters  injuries,  129 

Malmberg,  Eric,  181:   Maloney,  Michael,  455:   Mansfield,  F.  M.,  415    | 
Marsman,  Harriet,  434:  Mavilia,  Angelina,  434:  Maze,  Josephine,  321 
McCart,  John,  116:    McCormack,  George,  220 

Mclnerney,  Agnes  A.,  434:   McLaughlin,  Bessie,  8   Miloutaler,  F.,  14 
Morris,  Robert  J.,  235:  Morse,  Ida,  et  al.,  450:   Moses,  Hattie  M.,  309 
Muldoon,  William  H.,  195:   Murphy,  Helen  G.,  220 
Murphy,  Joan,  340:   Murphy,  John,  268:    Murray,  Catherine  R.,  8 
Netsch,  Clarette,  39:   Norton,  Katherine,  209:   Novello,  Russell,  2G8 
O'Donoghue,  Ellen,  165:   Odum,  Mary,  290:   Olech,  Alice,  181 
Olsen,  Lotta  B.,  69:   O'Neil,  Marguerite  F.,  235:   O'Neil,  Ruth  E.,  29 
Oura,  Tomi,  235 

Paolian,  Albert,  478:   Powers,  Lillian  D.,  181 

Ranney,  Josephine  E.,  69:  Rigolizzio,  Lina,  434:  Rivers,  Wesley,  43 
Roberts,  Mrs.  Frank  H.,  129:    Robichaud,  Jennie,  80 
Rudman,  Mary,  80 

Sandler,  Helen,  268:   Santoro,  James,  43:   Sayce,  Clara  R.,  443 
Shea,  Katherine  A.,  340:    Shear,  Harry,  220:    Sheehan,  Edith  S.,  220 
Shine,  Laura  M.,  466:  Skelley,  Mary  A.,  182:  Slattery,  James  J.,  Jr.,  29 
Smith,  Mrs.  Harry  A.,  415:   Smith,  Norman,  injuries  to  wife.  182 
Stengel,  Ethel  G.,  209:   Stone,  Arthur,  309:   Strain,  Catherine,  182 
Sullivan,  Abbie,  165:   Sullivan,  John  L.,  461:   Swan,  Elizabeth,  268 
Taurase,  Virginia,  69:   Teece,  Beatrice  W.,  268:   Tewhill,  Julia,  165 
Thibodeau,  Mary  Ann,  165:   Thurston,  Mrs.  Harold  G.,  268 
Tipling,  Harriet  J.,  8:   Trivis,  Joseph,  91 
Unitt,  Grace  M.,  39 
Vazza,  Luigi,  43:    Volpe,  Nicholas,  290 
Walsh,  William  C,  8:   Warmingham,  Josephine,  29 
Weinstein,  Jennie,  29,  461:    Westman,  John  J.,  182 
Westwater,  George  F.,  455:    Williams,  Laura  B.,  165 
Wilson,  Florence  G.,  443 
Yaffe,  Lillian,  435 

Zovzy,  Emmanuel  and  Lewis,  also  Paul  Kelley.  471 
property  damages: 

Aanastasi,  Frank,  220:  Adams,  Frederick  C,  29 

Ahern,  John  J.,  Jr.,  465:  Aicardi,  Andrew  A.,  414 

Alach,  Fred,  91:  Alberti  Importing  and  Exporting  Company,  267 

Antonnuccio,  Peter,  267:  Automatic  Signal  Corporation,  339 

Baker,  Chester  A.,  Inc.,  91:  Barlow,  William  H.,  380 

Barnes,  Samuel,  234:  Baum,  Herman,  309,  359 

Beacon  Auto  Radiator  Company,  359:  Bean,  Lauress  A.,  434 

Becker  Transportation  Company,  Inc.,  209:  Belzer,  Marie,  461 

Binns,  Herman  Vaun,  209:  Blackwell,  Lawrence  F.,  434 

Boston  School  for  Physio-Therapy,  443 

Boston  Speedometer  and  Electrical  Service  Company,  209 

Boyd,  Phillips  L.,  M.  D.,  434:  Brady,  Francis  J.,  195 

Breecher,  Abraham,  320:  Brilliant,  Molly,  309 

Brousaides,  Charles,  234:  Browne,  Martin  Omar,  267 

Bruso,  Mrs.  Edward,  7:  Bryning,  Charles  O.,  309 

Burdick,  Carrie  M.,  320:  Burke,  Bridget,  370 

Burke,  Edmund  J.,  471:  Burns,  William,  320 

Caliri,  Michael,  43:  Cantella,  Josephine,  309:  Carey,  Leo  T.,  80 

Caruso,  Paul,  340:  Chandler,  Lambert,  91:  Chook,  Benjamin,  43 

Cline,  L.,  309:  Cline,  Louis,  434:  Clinton,  Margaret  P.,  455 

Cody,  T.  Joseph,  195:  Compressed  Steel  Shafting  Company,  434 

Connors,  John  J.,  91: 

Cutter,  Henry  O.,  agent  for  L.  E.  Waterman  Company,  268 

Danick,  Daniel  C,  340:  D'Avolio,  Carmen,  340 

Day,  Edward  C,  14:  DeGisse,  James  J.,  309:  DelGreco,  Angelina,  309 

DeLuca,  Thomas,  234:  Demask,  Jacob,  340:  Desmond,  Daniel,  290 

Desmond,  James  P.,  450:  DiBlasi,  Daniel,  246:  Dieterie,  Roy  C,  309 


Claims,  Continued 

property  damages: 

Dinty  Moore's,  Inc.,  359:  Direct  Shoe  Market.  340 

Dobbin,  Louis  J.,  290:  Dolan,  Thomas  F.,  434:  Donovan,  M.,  434 

Doxer,  Bella,  69:  Doyle,  John  T.,  116:  Drago,  Emma,  434 

Drake,  Harold  M.,  181 

Elliott  Oil  &  Supply  Company,  443 

Ells,  Frank  B.,  39:  Emerson,  Freeman  O.,  234 

Estate,  Frederick  Bleiler,  69:  Estate,  E.  S.  Harris,  320 

Fagerberg,  Herman  O.  E.,  220:  Fairneny,  Ida,  414 

Farley,  James  T.,  471:  Farrell,  George  B.,  415 

Farren,  Katherine  F.,  116:  Fazio,  Petrina,  246:  Feenev,  James  J.,  320 

Findlay,  Arthur  D.,  267:  Finkel,  Dr.  Henry  S.,  181,  195 

Finn,  Hyman  and  Albert  Rothberg,  359,  see  also  Claims,  personal 

injuries 
Flaherty,  Bartholomew  J.,  181:  Flynn,  Peter  E.,  8 
Foloso,  Angelo,  69:  Footer,  Elizabeth,  80:  Forsyth,  John  R.,  461 
Fortuna,  Anthony  J.,  and  Ned  D'Angelo,  380,  see  also  Claims,  personal 

injuries 
Forziatti,  Frank,  414:  Fox  and  Hounds  Club,  320 
Fraher,  Arthur  V.,  461:  Freeman,  I.  E.,  267:  Friedman,  I.,  39 
Friel,  John  W.,  220 

Gaeta,  Lisetta,  39:  Galvin,  Harry  T.,  471 
Galvin,  Raymond  J.,  434:  Gannon,  Mary,  267 
General  Transportation  Company,  478:  Gentile,  Domenico,  14 
Gesamondo,  Salvatore  and  Agrippina,  129:  Gilligan,  Lawrence  P.,  165 
Ginsberg,  Minnie,  359:  Goldberg,  Louis,  471:  Goldfish,  Max  H.,  434 
Gottwald,  Grace,  8:  Gould,  Zena  C,  443,  see  also  Claims,  personal 

injuries 
Gouse,  James  J.,  69:  Gravlin,  Ellen  D.,  380 
Great  Eastern  Products  Company,  478:  Guida,  Josephine,  320 
Guinta,  Michael  J.,  380:  Gunderson,  George  H.,  29 
Hamlett,  O.  B.,  91 :  Hanlev,  George  V.,  359:  Hanley,  Thomas  F.,  320 
Harold  Baking  Company,  80:    Haskell,  William  P.,  116 
Hayes,  Katherine  E.,  69:    Hill,  Ellison,  309:    Hill,  Franklin  P.,  165 
Hirst,  Mary  A.,  434:    Hogan,  John,  359:   Hopkins,  Bernard  J.,  234 
Horn,  Rev."  Francis  M.,  S.  J.,  290:   Hotchkiss,  Vera,  465 
Hutchinson,  Jane,  268 
lies,  Ralph,  8 

Jackson,  Isaiah  K.,  58:   Jacobs,  Harry,  91:   Johnson,  Elina  M.,  181 
Kahn,  George,  129:   Karolczau,  Jadwiga,  29:   Kearney,  Hannah,  116 
Kearney,  E.  Raymond,  450:   Kelley,  Daniel  J.,  340 
Kelly,  Joseph  M.,  165:    Kenney,  Edward  J.,  246:    Kenny,  Nora,  380 
Killeen,  Thomas,  234:    Kimball-Goodwin  Company,  340 
Kramer,  Charles  C„  220:   Kutcher,  Harry,  443 

LaFleur,  Melvin,  443:   Lally,  Michael  H.,  220:  Larkin,  Mary  R.,  415 
Lauricella,  Salvatore  C,  478:    Leverone,  Frank  J.,  397 
Leverone,  James  A.  and  Agnes  S.,  397:   Levine,  Rose  L.,  461 
Liberman,  Rose,  461:  Lichtenstein,  Sarah,  220:  Lindstromn,  Alida,  415 
Litman,  Samuel,  103,  116:    Little,  Silas,  181 
LoConte  Brothers,  Inc.,  340:    Luzio,  Mrs.  Frank  G.,  415 
MacLean,  Caroline  B.  and  Helen  C,  220:  Mahoney,  Margaret,  116 
Malvone,  Nicola,  234:    Mann,  Sophie.  434:    Marden.  Wallace  R.,  103 
Marks  Dispatch,  340:   J.  Marotta  &  Co.,  443:   Martell,  Louis  D.,  415 
Martin,  Kathryn  V.,  181:    Maryland  Casualty  Company,  340 
Maecatelli,  Sabino,  340:   Mason,  Harold  F.,  181 
Massachusetts  College  of  Osteopathy,  195:   McCullev,  Anna,  309 
McCullough,  Margaret  E.,  268:   McDonough,  Thomas  F.,  8 
McElaney,  James  A.,  309:    McGinley,  Peter  P.,  103 
McGloan,  Frederick  A.,  471:    McGrath,  Hugh  C,  29 
McKee,  William  H.,  321:   McLaughlin,  John  P.,  434 
McMahon,  George  N.,  309:   McManmon,  Anthony  and  Sara  R.,  234 
McNally,  Alvin  and  Florence  A.,  220:   McNeil,  Francis  J.,  8 
McTigue,  Vincent  W.,  29:    Medevar,  Simon,  465 
Meehan,  Richard,  268:   Mellen,  Benjamin  A.,  443 
Milliken,  Margaret  F.,  268:    Milliken,  Walter,  340 
Minichiello,  Carmine,  380:   Miraglia,  Vincent,  181;   Model,  Max.  165 
Monsour,  Mrs.  Rahmy,  471:    Moore,  Eugene  F.,  397 
Mulone,  James  J.,  268:   Munro,  John  L.,  181:   Murphy,  Frances,  181 
Murphy,  Mary  K..  443:    Murphy,  Michael  R.,  434 
Murray,  Hugh  H.,  340 

National  Ice  Cream  Company,  Inc.,  370  (2  petitions) 
Nawn,  John  J.,  434:    Nelson,  Miss  M.,  471 

New  England  News  Company,  29:   Niles,  Harold  L.,  agent,  220 
O'Brien,  Dr.  Frederick  W.,  91:   O'Brien,  Sarah  G.,  91 
O'Connor,  Michael  J.,  58:   Oleson,  Thomas  R.,  8 
Opera  Parking  Station,  455:    Orlandella,  Anthony,  246 
Passalaqua,  Leonard,  415:    Patterson,  Mrs.  James  B.,  220 
Payashnick,  Mrs.  Ereena,  471:    Perlis,  Isadore  L.,  8 
Pesce,  Antonio,  181:   Petrides,  Rakis  (New  York  Sandwich  Shop),  30J 
Pezrow,  Lillian  L.,  443:   Pilato,  Anthony,  29 
Povilitis,  Kastaucia  and  Joseph,  443 
Proctor  &  Gamble  Distributing  Company,  397 
Raeder,  James  Ritchie,  103:    Reale,  Richard  J.,  235 
Reed,  Paul,  290:    Reilly,  Margaret,  434:    Reppucci,  Eutemio,  465 
Robinson  (Henry  M.)  <fc  Co.,  Inc.,  455:   Rogers,  Maurice  S.,  181 
Rooney,  Joseph  W.,  209:  Rosenthal,  May  R.,  103:    Ross,  Camille,  321 
Rotman,  Nathan,  370:   Rubin,  Rose  M.,  91:   Ruso,  Edward,  181 
Ryan,  Everett  E.,  43:    Ryan,  Gerald  F.,  69 

Salmon,  J.  M.,  165:  Schaefer,  Katherine  V.,  397:  Scoff,  Elias  M.,  471 
Sears,  Mildred  K.,  268:   Seeto,  Richard,  165:    Seidler,  Albert  D.,  69 
Shepard  Realty  Trust,  39:  Shepard,  Winifred  M.,  39:  Shipman,  S.,  69 
Shulman,  Isaac,  359:   Silverii,  Pompeo,  434:  Silverman,  Abraham,  443 
Simpson,  John,  443:   Slagle's,  Inc.,  321:   Smyth,  John  J.,  235,  246 
Solan,  Marvie  M.,  435:    Sparaco.  Patrick,  69:   Spingel,  Manuel,  309 
Spinney,  William  R.,  14:    Sprissler,  Joseph  A.,  268 
Steele,  Arthur  A.,  443:    Stetson  Fuel  Corporation,  465 
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Claims,  Continued 
property  damages: 

Stoloff,  Grace  Rose,  129:    Sullivan,  Anna  B.,  246 

Sullivan,  Eugene  F.,  397:    Sullivan,  Joseph,  478 

Sullivan,  Margaret  E.,  29:   Sullivan,  Michael  and  Delia,  235,  435 

Sumner  Realty  Trust,  91:   Suprenant,  Harry  J.,  103 

Swartz,  Barney,  461:   Swett,  W.  J.,  309 

Terruso,  John,  235:   Thayer,  Charles,  321:   Thompson,  John  J.,  309 

Thorson,  Hilda  C,  70:   Trachtenberg,  Joseph,  443 

University  Realty  Company,  443 

Waas,  Henry  F.,  2.9:   Walker,  H.  S.,  91:   Walsh,  Joseph  C,  340 

Walsh,  Mary  G.,  309:   Ward,  John  J.,  14:   West,  Albert  C,  91 

Westcott,  A.  J.,  461:   Weyand,  Anthony  H.,  443 

White  (M.  P.)  Company,  415:    Whiting,  Edward  E.,  29 

Wilson,  William  A.',  235 

Yeramian,  Osia,  8:   Yuman,  Tobacco  Company  of  Dorchester,  359 

Yurko,  Joseph,  321 

Zickevich,  Rokas,  370:   Ziman,  Martin,  359 
property  losses: 

Campbell,  Paul  J.,  414:  Coffey,  Mary,  220 

Flaherty,  Edward  Norton,  8 

Grassa,  Rosalia  L.,  290 

Kneller,  Max,  471 

McGrath,  Elizabeth  M.,  69:  Murphy,  Bridie,  246 

Rich,  Mary,  340 

Whouley,  John,  321 
refunds: 

Alter  Brothers,  39:  Argus,  George,  234 

Bernard,  Anthony  F.,  465:  Black,  Samuel,  267 

Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  455:  Brose,  Stanley  C,  69 

Brown,  Julia,  340:  Bychman,  Jacob,  29 

Cantor,  Isaac,  182:  Chung,  U.  S.,  58:  Chauslev,  Jacob,  58 

Charlotte  Rhea  Bakery,  181:  Cobb,  Capt.  Richard  G.,  29 

Cohen,   Mary,    181:  Cohen,   Rose   I.,   443:  Conant,   Roger   T.,   220 

Cooper,  Henry  D.,  91 

David,   Oscar  A.,   29:  Dimos,  Arthur,  359:  Donnellan,   Belle,   465 

Egan,  Henrietta  B.,  181:  Emerson  Beauty  Shop,  340 

Fields  Corner  Motor  Mart,  340:  Fiore,  Frank,  290 

First  National  Bank  of  Boston,  29 

Getman,  Jack,  29:  Glickman,  Harry,  14:  Goldberg,  Benjamin,  69 

Goldstein,  Maurice  M.,  220:  Greenbaum,  Sadie,  397 

Greenberg,  David  J.,  415:  Griswold,  Grace  C,  129 

Hennessey,  Gladys  I.,  340:  Hyde,  Albert,  29 

Joslin,  Mary  R.,  181 

Kantorev,  Harry,  69:  Kaufman,  Frank,  14 

Kenney  Brothers  Company,  29:  Klayman,  AI,  220 

Knight  Leather  Products,  39:  Kramer,  Helen,  340 

Kresge  (S.  S.),  Company,  165 

Lesch,  Hans,  471:  Littlefield  Trust,  234 

Mahady  (E.  F.)  Company,  290:  Manignon  Restaurant,  39 

Marder,  Mrs.,  29:  Matisoff,  Bernice,  69:  Mayer,  F.  F.,  340 

Meehan,  Estate  of  Patrick,  209:  Milontaler,  Frances,  29 

Monosson,  D.,  117:  Mulvaney  Pharmacy,  29:  Murphy,  Vincent  C,  39 

Needle,  Sidney,  246 

Otisfield  Grande  Hall,  29 

Paris,  Jacob,  39:  Park  Theatre,  91:  Parsons,  Carl  W.,  91 

Perfection  Dental  Company,  235 

Perfection  Dental  Laboratory,  359 

Petterson,  C.  L.,  434:  Prestandrea,  Guiseppe,  268 

Rabinovitz  Creamery,  14:  Railway  Mail  Club,  465 

Raymond,  D.  B.,  181:  Reed  (Thomas  W.)  Company,  14 

Ross  (M.)  Company,  80:  Rubin  Brothers,  69 

Ruthven  Kosher  Meat  Market,  43 

Sampson,  Andrew  E.,  43:  Scacehette  &  Siegel,  14 

Shriberg,  William  L.,  29:  Skelly,  Anna  M.,  69:  Solomon,  Jacob,  39 

Solomon,  Kalil,  268:  Stanley  Newman  Company,  340 

United  States  Government,  461 

United  Water  Cooler  Service,  Inc.,  69 

Vitale,  Pellegrino,  29 

Wells  (A.  L.),  Inc.,  8:  Winer  (M.)  Company,  246 
reimbursements: 

Adler,  Margaret  K.,  80 

Crehan,  Augustine  F.,  267 

Doherty,  James  M.,  455 

Donoghue,  William  E.  (2)  234-$100,  ordered  paid,  281 

Fogel,  Abraham,  165 

Goodwin,  Hattie  V.,  14 

Helmsdorff,  Martha,  80:  Hurley,  Mrs.  Charles  D.,  14 

Keesler,  William  F.  and  Richard  deB.  Boardman,  181 

Kelley,  Edward  L.,  309-ordered  paid  ($2,513.42),  340 

Lewandos,  181 

Mahoney,  Elizabeth,  290 

Sanford,  Ruth  W.,  29 

Standard  Maintenance  Company,  Inc.,  29 

Trainor,  Thomas  N.,  268 

Winn,  Ottis  J.,  91:  Wobolas,  PoUt,  359 

fire  department: 

Eastwood,  Harry,  267-S57.70  ordered  paid  by  contingent  fund,  290 
Frazier,  John  J.,  246-$112.35  ordered  paid,  281 
Joyce,  Garode  R.,  461-S70  ordered  paid,  480,  481,  482 
Lennon,  Charles  E.,  234-S25.65  ordered  paid,  281 
Menghi,  Frederic  G.,  69-ordered  paid  $28.80,  97 
O'Dowd,  Charles  A.,  .$622.80  ordered  paid  by  reserve  fund,  10 
Rigney,  Edward,  471-S40  ordered  paid,  480,  481,  482 
Shannon,  Charles  G.,  8-$125  ordered  paid,  passed,  31 


Claims,  Continued 

reimbursements: 

hospital  department: 

Sommerville,    William,    165-order    to    pay    $55    chargeable   to 
contingent  fund,  189 
park  department: 

Graham,  William  P.,  309-ordered  ($35)  paid,  328 
police  department: 

Conaty,  Thomas  J.,  91-order  for  $1,000  chargeable  to  reserve 

fund,  passed,  122 
Countie,  John  T.,  471  (5  claims,  $655,  $75,  $75,  $100,  $75)  ordered 

paid,  480,  481,  482 
Doyle,  Lemuel  P.,  267-$200  ordered  paid  from  contingent  fund, 

291 
Kerr,   Daniel  J.,   (2)   80-2  orders  for  $100  each  chargeable  to 

reserve  fund,  passed,  106 
Petitti,  John  F.,  340-474 
public  welfare  department: 

Cook,  Harry  F.,  expert,  employment  division,  103 
public  works  department: 

Cass,  Robert  L.,  117-order,  $262.70  chargeable  to  reserve  fund,  174 

Davis,  Harry,  471-$13.20  ordered  paid,  480,  481,  482 

Donlon,  Frank  D.,  443-ordered  paid,  $150,  467 

Foppiano,  Angelo,  267-$75  ordered  paid  from  contingent  fund,  291 

G  i  I  more,  John  F.,  434-ordered  paid  $100  chargeable  to  contingent 

fund, 450 
Hatch,  Charles  H.,  465-$23.40  ordered  paid,  480,  481,  482 
Henneberry,  James  J.,  195-order  for  $296  chargeable  to  contingent 

fund,  passed,  238 
Hooley,  James,  58-ordered  paid  $75  chargeable  to  reserve  fund,  82 
Horton,  John  H.,  290-ordered  paid  ($153.15),  340 
Jeffers,  William  J.,  461-$120  ordered  paid,  480,  481,  482 
Kitchin,  Arthur,  220-ordered  paid  ($12.65),  281 
Leahy,  Michael  J.,  321-ordered  paid  ($99.03),  340 
Lighthall,  Joseph  F.,  359-ordered  paid  $71.10  chargeable  to  con- 
tingent fund,  385 
Luper,  Angel,  246-$125  ordered  paid,  281 
McLean,  John  W.,  450-ordered  paid  $1,475,  467 
McLean,  Joseph  F.,  246-ordered  ($262.55)  paid,  328 
Nolan,  John  T.,  246-.I85  ordered  paid,  281 
Nuzzo,  Americo  B.,  443-ordered  paid  $41.20,  467 
O'Laughlin,   Francis  C,  246-S52.20  ordered  paid,  281 
Pumphret,  Arthur  L.  (2  claims)  268-$109.45  and  $119.18  ordered 

paid  from  contingent  fund,  291 
Ryan,  John  F.,  117  (2  petitions)-orders  for  $270.41  and  $274.52 

chargeable  to  contingent  fund,  237,  238 
Sweeney,  John  J.,  435-ordered  paid  $21.45  chargeable  to  con- 
tingent fund, 450 
Torpey,  Alfred  J.,  103-order,  $209.95  chargeable  to  reserve  fund, 
174 
revision  of  charges: 

Merrick,  Richard  J.,  235 


Claims  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Selvitella,  chairman;  Agnew,  Roberts,  Brack- 
man,  Tobin,  19 

petitions:  (20)7,8;  (13)14;  (32)29;  (14)39;  (12)43;  (6)58;  (25) 
69;  (10)80;  (21)91;  (13)116,117;  (8)129;  (15)165;  (32)181,182; 
(9)  195;  (24)  220;  (25)  234;  (15)  246;  (39)  267;  (19)  290;  (22)  309; 
(18)  320,  321;  (28)  33!);  (19)  359;  (8)  370;  (8)  380;  (8)  397;  (18) 
415;    (29)  434,  435;    (21)  443;    (4)  450;    (10)  455;    (16)  471 

reports:  10,  (5)  30,  31;  82,  106,  122,  174,  189,  237,  238,  280-281,  290, 
291,  328,  340,  385,  450,  467,  474,  480-482  (10  claims) 


Clean-Up  Week,  May  1  to  15 

order  for  conference  with  public  works,  health,  park,  fire  and  police 

departments  concerning,  passed,  120 
orders  (4)  relative  to  disposal  of  contractors'  rubbish;    extra  men  and 

trucks  from  public  works  department;   reports  by  inspectors;   address 

by  the  Mayor,  passed,  187 
order  for  $24,000  referred  to  executive  committee,  194,  195-passed,  201 


Clerk  of  Committees 

"Municipal   Register"  and   Organization  of  City  Government: 

order  to  prepare  and  print  as  eity  document  charge,  passed,  97 

Closing  Active  Dumps 

order  for  the  Mayor  to  consider,  passed,  102 

Coal 

quality  and   correctness  of  weight:    in  25-pound  bags,   order  to 
examine,  passed,  372 


COAL 


(14) 


CONSTABLES 


Coal,  Continued 
weighers  appointed: 

Bronstein,  Bettt,  7 
Cohen,  Mildred,  7 
Dewar,  Lillian  M.,  7 
Forrest,  Roy  Francis,  13 
Gregory,  Edward  F.,  7 
Johnson,  Walter,  13 
Koomis,  John  C,  7 
Lamb,  Mrs.  Eunice  N.,  7 
Maher,  James  L.,  13:   Montague,  Cecil,  7 
Stoler,  Zelma,  13 
weighers  appointed,  confirmed: 

Bacon,  Herbert  L.,  227-248:  Boris,  Aaron,  314-340 
Brennan,  Walter  J.,  January  16-40 

Caruso,  Frank,  January  16-40:   Cohen,  Louis  A.,  227-248 
Cohen,  Sylvia,  287-313 

Colby,  Howard  W.,  103  see  also  Goods,  weighers  appointed-con- 
firmed, 120 
Collins,  E.  Louise,  203-221:   Connolly,  Coleman  B.,  428-444 
Dascoli,  Antonio,  227-248;  Derwin,  William  Huburt,  227-248 
Fetherston,  Mary  C,  441-451:  Finstein,  Maxwell  R.,  441-451 
Gaulin,  Arthur,  428-444:   Gorman,  Arthur  S.,  193-209 
Gorman,  Carroll  W.,  239-359:  Gorman,  George  W.,  203-221 
Grund,  William  A.,  409-439 
Harland,  Harry  T.,  84-confirmed,  114 
Healey,  John  R.,  January  16-40 
Jeff,  H.  W.,  43-58 
Kerrigan,  Arthur,  261-291 
Levine,  Robert,  227-248 

McDevitt,  Eleanor  C,  428-444:   MacLellan,  Donald  H.,  25-40 
McIver,  P.,  176-196:   McKay,  Louis  A.,  409-439 
McNeill,  Frank  S.,  55-74 
Nolan,  John  E.,  460-467 

Parrott,  C.  D.,  176-196:   Pillow,  John,  January  16-40 
Powers,  William  B.,  227-248:   Pratt,  Laurie  C,  193-209 
Sanford,  Florence,  116-131:   Sangsteh,  A.  J.,  176-196 
Smith,  Albert  C,  193-209:   Smith,  Thomas  Joseph,  227-248 
Stevens,  Edward  L.,  193-209:   Streeter,  M.  D.,  176-196 
Swartz,  Ethel,  227-248 

Walsh,  Albert  A.,  193-209:   West,  Bruce,  84-confirmed,  114 
Whitehouse,  B.  F.  C,  43-58 
Young,  Arthur  O.,  Jr.,  68-82 
Zebal,  Francis,  68-82 


Codification  of  Statutes 

copy,  number  of  employees  and  hours  labor:    orders  for  informa- 
tion from  law  department  passed,  49-message  and  report  filed,  65 


Codman  Hill  Construction  Company 
discontinuance  of  business:  order  passed,  210,  211 
information  under  six  heads,  order  referred  to  executive  committee, 

132  to  138-report  accepted,  order  passed,  138 
payments:    consider  investigation  by  law  department  of  possibility  of 

collection  of  overpayments  according  with  recent  report  of  Boston 

Finance  commission,  order  passed,  440 

White  (George  Robert)  Fund:    report  of  finance  commission,  filed, 
367-370  and  380-383  and  415-418 


Collecting  Department 

reduction  of  interest,  unpaid  taxes: 

from  8  to  6  per  cent  for  $200  and  over,  and  6  to  4  per  cent  for  all 
under  $200,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  363-report  with 
substitute  order  accepted,  375 
order  for  legislation  for  above  reductions,  passed,  375 

refund  of  erroneously  paid  taxes:  order  passed,  198-message,  com- 
munication, filed,  287 

tax  title  property  redeemable:  order  for  total  number  not  yet  entered 
in  Land  Court,  passed,  71,  72 

transfers:  $4,000,  referred,  339-passed,  345 

vacant  land,  Pleasant  Hill  ave.,  Morton  and  Washington  sts., 
Gallivan  blvd.:  information  under  three  heads,  order  passed,  198, 
199-message  and  report  from  collecting  department,  filed,  263-265 


Colonial  Beacon  Oil  Company,  Inc.  (formerly  Arthur 
H.  Ballard,  Inc.) 

assumption  of  liabilities  and  release  of  sureties:    order  in  re  referred 

to  executive  committee,  78,  79 

Commendation  of  Election  and  Police  Departments 

resolution  by  the  Council  commending  efficiency,  orderliness  and  fair- 
ness of  employees  of  the  departments  during  election,  November  2, 
passed,  439 

Committee  on  Necessities  of  Life 

reason  why  price  of  bread  is  only  10  cents  for  20  ounces  in  Connecticut 
and  New  York,  and  12  cents  for  16  ounces  in  Boston,  order  passed, 
185-report  sent,  filed,  217 


Commonwealth  Avenue  Underpass 

outside  debt  limit  loan  for  construction:  resolution  referred  to 
executive  committee,  26,  27-report  accepted,  referred  to  public  safety 
committee,  34 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Associate  Justice,  Municipal  Court  of  Boston:    notice  of  appoint- 
ment of  Frank  W.  Tomasello,  filed,  435 
insurance  commission: 

abolition  of  zoning  system  replacing  by  establishment  of  State  Pro- 
tection Fund  allowing  flat  rates  for  competent  drivers,  order  passed, 
362 

placing  Dorchester  in  same  territorial  division  as  Milton  for  reduction 
of  insurance  rates  on  automobiles,  order  passed,  362 
treasury  department:  reduction  of  mortgage  rates  on  homes  to  4  per 

cent,  order  passed,  362 


Communistic  Propaganda 

sources:  resolution  endorsing  investigation  of  communism,  Nazism, 
Fascism  and  Youth  movement  within  Massachusetts,  considered  by 
rules  committee  of  General  Court,  passed,  120 


Community  Fund 

order  not  to  penalize  city  employees  for  failure  to  give  one  per  cent  of 
salary,  passed,  51 

Compensation  and  Classification  Plans 

for  officers  and  Employees  of  Suffolk  County:  message  and  com- 
munication from  budget  commissioner  outlining  changes  proposed, 
referred  to  county  accounts  committee,  352,  353 

Condit  Electrical  Manufacturing  Company 

American  Surety  bond  release:  order  for  release  of  bond  referred  to 
executive  committee,  126,  127-report  accepted,  order  passed,  138 

Consolidation  of  Departments  Committee 

members:  Councilors,  Wilson,  chairman,  Dowd,  Shattuck,  Kerrigan, 
P.  J.  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  19 

Constables 

Animal  Rescue  League: 

Connaughton,  Joseph  E.,  vice  Edwin  L.  Saunders,  resigned,  329-359 
Houghton,  Frederick  O.,  McDonald,  Archibald  C,  Saunders,  Edwin 

L.,  177-confirmed,  201 
bonds  approved: 
Canton,  James  A.,  70 
Goldkrand,  Samuel,  383 
May,  John  A.,  402 
Singer,  Abraham  S.,  268 
Small,  Leon,  268 
Uckerman,  Aber,  359 
civil  process  with  bond  appointments,  confirmations: 

(145)   names,  appointed,  151,  152-(124)   names  confirmed,  182-(66) 

bond  approvals,  196-(4)  names  confirmed,  196-(12)  bond  approvals, 

220-(30)  bond  approvals,  209-(l)   confirmed,  209-(2)   confirmed, 

221-(5)  bond  approvals,  235 
11  names,  227-4  confirmed,  248,  249-1  confirmed,  259-6  confirmed,  269 
Adams,  John  J.,  441-confirmed,  reconsideration  of  confirmation  vote, 

reconfirmed,  451-bond  received,  471 


CONSTABLES 


(15) 


CONTRACTS 


Constables,  Continued 
civil  process  with  bond  appointments,  confirmations: 

Baker,  Clarence  L.,  227-269;  Clifford,  Michael  J.,  227-269-bond 
approved,  340;  Flynn,  Jeremiah  J.,  227-269;  Gilbert,  Lewis,  227- 
269-bond  approved,  290-confirmed,  291 

Bancroft,  Charles  A.,  460-467 

Brewster,  Harold  A.,  428-444-bond  approved,  466 

Callaghan,  William  J.,  377-407-bond  approved,  439 

Cohen,  Sidney,  441-confirmed,  reconsideration  of  confirmation  vote 
reconfirmed,  451 

Crawford,  John  M.,  365-383-bond  approved,  402;  Kane,  William  E., 
365-383;  Towk,  John  S.,  365-439 

Daddico,  Louis  J.,  confirmed,  reconsideration  of  confirmation  vote, 
reconfirmed,  451 

Davis,  William,  329-359-bond  approved,  439 

Dunlap,  Charles  P.,  bond  approved,  309;  Gildea,  Francis  W.,  bond 
approved,  268;  Leventhal,  John,  bond  approved,  268;  Tarle, 
Samuel  P.,  bond  approved,  227-248,  249-290 

Dunlap,  Thomas  G.,  409-439 

Frank,  Louis  D.,  261-bond  approved,  321-confirmed,  291 

Gilbert,  Lewis,  261-291 

Giroux,  Howard  E.,  227-269-bond  approved,  290;  Ridlon,  Oscar  G., 
227-269-bond  approved,  290 

Greenbaum,  Harry,  43-77-bond  approved,  103 

Horan,  Warren  F.,  68-82 

Horowitz,  Asher  E.,  25-40 

Horowitz,  Charles,  390-423-bond  approved,  443 

Lambiase,  Alfonso,  43-77-bond  approved,  117 

Lewis,  Wilbur  F.,  84-confirmed,  114 

Lieberman,  Philip  E.,  227-259-bond  approved,  268 

McDonnell,  John  J.,  Jr.,  441-confirmed,  reconsideration  of  confirma- 
tion vote,  reconfirmed,  451 

McGrath,  Charles  J.,  441-confirmed,  reconsideration  of  confirmation 
vote,  reconfirmed,  451-called  up,  no  action  taken,  467 

Mulligan,  Edward  J.,  Jr.,  68-82 

Perlman,  Nachman,  261-bond  approved,  309-confirmed,  291 

Phillips,  Harold  L.,  441-confirmed,  reconsideration  of  confirmation 
vote,  reconfirmed,  451 

Reilly,  Michael  J.,  390-423 

Richmond,  Louis,  84-confirmed,  114— bond  approved,  117 

Rudin,  Alfred,  409— 139-bond  approved,  443 

Sarno,  Frederick  J.,  329-359-bond  approved,  367 

Wennerstrand,  Frank  F.,  441-451-reconsideration  of  vote,  451- 
reconfirmed,  451-bond  approved,  478 

Wessling,  Andrew  L.,  68-82-bond  approved,  91 

Ziniti,  Leo  James,  329-359 

REJECTION,    INDEFINITE    POSTPONEMENT: 

Bancroft,  Charles  A.,  Joseph  O.  DeSantis,  Stephen  J.  Dunleavy,  Jr., 
Maurice  J.  Glick,  Charles  C.  Knibbs,  Louis  Levendorf,  James  J. 
Martin,  Daniel  McConologue,  John  M.  McCushing,  Harry 
Meltzer,  Patrick  H.  Murphy,  Samuel  Rosengarten,  John  Ruggiero, 
Michael  F.  Simmons,  Philip  Tepper,  Abraham  I.  Weiss,  182 

exorbitant  fees:  see  City  Council,  orders,  exorbitant  fees  for  con- 
stables, or  pages  60,  61 

official  position  without  bond  appointments,  confirmed: 

Fcretti,  Leo  J.,  William  F.  Lewis,  Joseph  C.  McLaughlin,  192-assigned 
to  next  meeting,  248,  249-confirmed,  259 

removals:  order  for  reason  for  removal  of  Thomas  L.  Gallagher  and 
Edward  J.  Potter,  referred  to  executive  committee,  10,  11 

resignations: 

Gallagher,  Thomas  L.,  notice  filed,  340 
Gorfinkle,  Louis,  359 
Leventhal,  John,  466 

van  drivers  appointed: 

Gorgan,  Patrick  A.,  Shea,  Charles  M.,  177-confirmed,  201 

with  Massachusetts  S.  P.  C.  T.  A.: 

Allen,  Harry  L.,  177-201 

without  civil  process  or  bond  appointments: 

Blazo,  Harry  G.,  449-confirmed,  456 

Doolin,  Michael  J.,  365-383 

Hough,   William,   Mulligan,   Edward  J.,   McNeil,   Leo   T.,   259-all 

confirmed,  269 
Kirby,  Walter  P.,  314-340 
McGrath,  Charles  J.,  460-called  up,  no  action  taken,  467-confirmed, 

473 
McManus,  Martin  H.,  365-383 
Santarpio,  Edward  H.,  329-359 


Constables  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Agnew,  chairman,  Kerrigan,  Roberts,  19 
report:  182 


Constitution  Day 

orders  to  close  county  and  city  offices,  September  17,  passed,  364 
order  to  rope  off  streets  necessary  for  parade,  September  17,  passed,  361 


Contingent  Fund 

appropriation  proposed:  $250,000  allowance  for  upward  trend  of 
commodity  prices,  referred  to  executive  committee,  127.  128-report 
accepted,  communication,  filed,  138 

charges  against: 

city  hospital  ambulance   driver:    $55  to  William  Sommerville, 

order  passed,  189 
fire  department: 

2  employees,  $110,  480,  481,  482 

2  members,  $138,  281 

1  member,  $57.70,  290 

municipal  employment  bureau:  $5,000,  order  referred  to  executive 

committee,   454,  455-report  recommending  new  draft  for  $2,000 

accepted,  passed,  458 
park  department:  reimbursement,  employees,  $35,  328 
police  department: 

$200  and  $1,750  reimbursements,  291 

Countie,  John  T.,  $980,  480,  481,  482 

Petitti,  John  F.,  $2,750  ordered  paid,  474 
public  works  department: 

3  employees,  $156.60,  480,  481,  482 

2  members  of  department,  $21.45  and  $100,  450 

6  members  of  department,  $474.65,  281;  $262.55,  328 

$270.40  and  $274.52  reimbursement  orders,  passed,  237,  238 

$153.15;  $2,513.42;  $99.03,  employee  reimbursements,  340 

$109.45;  $119.18;  $75,  reimbursements  of  employees,  291 

ice  for  drinking  fountains,  order  for  $6,500,  passed,  249 

Donlan,    Frank    D.,    $150;    McLean,    John    W.,    $1,475;    Nuzzio, 

Americo  B.,  $41.20,  orders  passed,  467 
Joseph  F.  Lighthall,  $71.10,  passed,  385 
Randidge  Fund  excursions:  message  and  order  for  $5,000,  passed, 
260 

Mayor  and  Council  expenses:  order  to  charge  expenses  heretofore 
charged  to  reserve  fund  to  contingent  fund,  passed,  185 

South  Bay  Flats  purchase,  $10,000:  message,  preamble  and  order 
referred  to  executive  committee,  300,  301-report  accepted,  motion  to 
reduce  to  $5,000,  order  as  amended,  passed   328 

transfers: 

FROM    RESERVE    FUND: 

$75,000  for  payment  of  claims,  court  executions  and  fees,  expert 
witnesses,  legal  and  miscellaneous  expenses,  order,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  297-report  accepted,  motion  reducing  to 
$10,000,  passed,  312 

$65,000  referred  to  executive  committee,  318 

$50,000  referred  to  executive  committee,  366-amended  to  $25,000 
and  passed,  376 


Contracts  and  Contractors 

cancellation  of  oil  contracts:  information  about  legality  of  cancel- 
lation'for  non-agreement  with  union  for  better  hours  and  pay,  passed, 
83 

citizen  labor  clause:  1925  Revised  Ordinances,  chap.  40,  sect.  13,  71 

garbage   bids:  amounts   for   Dorchester   district   for   past   ten   years, 

non-return  of  bid  checks,  order  passed,  215-report  filed,  231 
legality  of  ordinance:  limiting  extra  payments  to  10  per  cent,  report 

by  law  department,  filed,  170,  233,  234 
M.   H.   Loonie:  for  truck  at  $4,320  for  year,  referred  to  executive 

committee,  22 
notice  of  interest  in  contract: 

Cauley,  Mary  W.,  filed,  359 

Ellis,  William  H.,  member,  board  of  appeal,  work  for  public  works 
department  awarded  previous  to  appointment  to  board  of  appeals, 
filed,  30;  Chelsea  North  bridge,  public  works  department,  filed 
103;  member,  board  of  appeal:  Eastern  Avenue  wharf  for  penal 
institutions  department,  filed,  246;  furnishing  and  placing  piles  at 
Victory  Road  Disposal  Plant,  filed,  435;  rebuilding  stairs,  Bland- 
ford  st.,  456;   anchoring  back  log,  Dorchester  ave.,  filed,  471 

Howe,  William  W.,  master  of  Mather  school,  authorship  of  "Howe 
Citizenship  Posters,"  466 

Kellogg,  Harold  F.,  of  Boston  Housing  Authority,  filed,  359 

Manning,  Joseph  P.,  Boston  city  hospital  trustee,  sale  of  tobacco, 
filed,  309 

McClennen,  Edward  F.,  special  assistant  corporation  counsel  in  case 
of  city  against  Joseph  Santosuosso  et  al.,  filed,  43—182;  against  firm 
Nutter,  McClennon  &  Fish,  notice  filed,  220;  versus  Joseph  Santo- 
suosso, et  al.,  filed,  246;  in  case,  city  versus  Joseph  Santosuosso, 
filed,  290;  filed,  321;  City  of  Boston  versus  Joseph  Santosuosso 
et  al.,  450,  456 

McCoy,  Louis  A.,  authorship  with  A.  D.  Theissen  of  authorized  text 
book  for  use  in  Boston  public  schools,  filed,  209 

McElaney,  James  A.,  member  board  of  appeals,  Massachusetts  Lime 
and  Cemertt  Company,  filed,  195 
George  Robert  White  Fund  awards:    $120,000  awards  to  one  con- 
tractor, order  ruled  out  of  order,  150 
sewer  division,  under  $1 ,000:  report  from  finance  commission  received 

and  filed,  14-17 
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Conveyancers  Title  Insurance  and  Mortgage  Company 

records:  order  for  information  by  assessing  department  in  re  property 
holdings  of  company  referred  to  executive  committee,  257,  258 

appointment  of  committee  to  investigate  abatements  pending  before 
assessing  board,  order  passed  —  committee  of  Councilors  Wilson,  Ker- 
rigan, Dowd,  P.  A.  Murray  and  Agnew  appointed,  260 

list  of  408  parcels  of  property  and  assessed  valuation  of  each,  order 
for  from  the  assessing  department,  passed,  260 

not  to  grant  abatements  until  special  committee  of  Council  files  its 
report,  order  passed,  260-report  filed,  349-350 


Council  Attaches'  Salaries 

ordinance  changing:   passed  by  Council,  1936  Proceedings,  page  410- 
message  with  veto,  filed,  25 

County  Accounts  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Roberts,  chairman,  Rosenberg,  Wilson,  P.  J.  Fitz- 
gerald, Tobin,  19 


County  Compensation  Plan 

Rule  7:  changes  proposed  by  budget  commissioner  referred  to  county 
accounts  committee,  393,  394,  395-report  accepted,  order  passed,  408 
-message  with  revisions  referred  to  county  accounts  committee,  410, 
411,412 


Court  House  Commission 

employment  of  county  citizens:    order  to  compel  compliance  with 
labor  requirements  in  contracts,  passed,  95 


Cushing  Hill,  Ward  16 

conversion  into  mother's  rest  and  playground,  order  passed,  402 


Dairy  Inspectors 

Bell,  William  V.:  provisional  appointments  by  the  Mayor,  filed,  30 
Friedman,  Hillel  H.:    notice  of  appointment,  filed,  435 
Higgins,  Leonard  M.:    notice  of  appointment,  filed,  435 


Death  of  Child  in  Roxbury 

falling  chimney  at  Fenno  estate,  order  for  investigation  by  public  welfare 
department,  passed,  469 


Dedham  and  Hyde  Park  Gas  and  Electric  Light  Com- 
pany 

order  for  acceptance  of  chap.  292,  Acts  of  1937,  acquisition  by  City  of 
Boston  of  property  for  lease  to  Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  439-report  accepted  reference 
motion  lost,  lay  over  motion  lost,  reconsideration  lost,  motion  to 
assign  to  next  meeting  carried,  doubted,  order  passed,  444  to  447 

Democratic  Convention,  1940 

resolution  favoring  having  convention  brought  to  Boston,  referred  to 
rules  committee,  185-report  accepted,  order  passed,  189 


Dillaway  House 


finance  commission  report:   on  expenditure  of  $25,000  for  preserva- 
tion, filed,  129,  130,  131  V 

Doherty,  John  J.,  Councilor,  Ward  10 
ward  area:  Roxbury,  west 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  19 

Parkman  Fund,  soldiers'  relief,  hospitals  (chairman),  tax  title  property, 

prison  inspection,  19 
escort  for  new  member  from  Ward  9,  151 
voting  machine,  211 
dessenting  report: 

prison  inspection  committee  report,  482 


Doherty,  John  J.,  Councilor,  Ward  10,  Continued 

improvement  orders,  Ward  10: 

for  details:    see  Streets,  Squares,  Parkways  and  Circles,  improve- 
ment, orders  passed 

Delle  ave.,  347 

Hillside  st.,  347 

Mission  st.,  from  Calumet  st.  to  198  Parker  Hill  ave.,  114 

Nira  ave.,  328 

South  Huntington  ave.,  20 

Wensley  st.,  41 
motions: 

bicycle  riding,  Arnold  Arboretum,  197 

complaints  about  old  age  visitor,  75 

new  hospital  surgical  building,  95 

next  meeting,  March  8,  77 
orders: 

cars  parked  in  residential  section,  222 

chauffeurs'    pay,   public    works   department,   245    (with   Councilors 
Finley,  P.  A.  Murray) 

guards  for  prisoners,  Long  Island  hospital,  117 

placing  at  work  individuals  on  pension,  131  (with  Councilor  Dowd) 

purchases  by  hospital  trustees,  418 

refund  to  Dooley  Brothers,  Inc.  (2  orders),  185 

roping  off  Centre  st.,  98  (with  Councilors  P.  A.  Murray,  Kilroy, 
Finley) 

shuttle   line,   Jamaica   Plain   and   Dudley   st.,   73    (with   Councilor 
P.  A.  Murray) 
remarks: 

air-conditioning,  city  hospital,  281 

appointment  of  superintendent  of  nurses,  121 

cars  parked  in  residential  section,  222 

chauffeurs'  pay,  public  works  department,  245 

guards  for  prisoners,  Long  Island  hospital,  117 

placing  at  work  individuals  receiving  pensions,  132 

report  on  annual  budget,  147,  148 

purchases  by  hospital  trustees,  418 
resolves: 

1940  Democratic  convention  in  Boston,  185 

return  of  deposit  to  Dooley  Brothers,  31 
unanimous  consent: 

asked  previous  to  recess,  187 
vote  doubts: 

reports  of  committees:    executive,  bicycle  riding  in  Arnold  Arbo- 
retum, 200 

Dooley  Brothers,  Inc. 

resolution  approving  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  return  ol 
deposit  on  bid,  passed,  31-order  to  refund  $8,000  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee,  185-report  for  non-passage  accepted,  motion  to  lay 
on  table  carried,  214-report  accepted,  order  for  payment,  passed,  312 

Dorchester 

Adams  st.  bus:    connecting  with  train  leaving  Fields  Corner  at  5.20 

a.  m.,  order  passed,  361 
branch  library,  Cedar  Qrove-Cushing  Hill  section:    order  passed, 

426 
bus  line  service:   51,  197,  260,  310,  323 

children's  clinic:   order  to  establishment  in  Ward  6,  passed,  372 
convalescent  home:   order  to  consider  reopening,  passed,  51 
Dorchester  Day:   order  for  fitting  celebration,  June  5,  passed,  221 
Downer  ave.:   children's  playground,  order  passed,  235 
dumping  inflammable  rubbish:   order  against,  passed,  40 
Elevated  service:   Fields  Corner  to  Dudley  St.,  order  not  to  suspend, 

passed,  235 
fence,  Scarboro  Pond:   order  to  prevent  further  fatalities,  passed,  348 
Franklin  Field  gymnasium,  recreation  buildings:  order  for  erection 

with  aid  of  W.  P.  A.,  passed,  32;    playground,  74;    removal  of  trees, 

Blue  Hill  ave.,  80;  foot  path  between  Ormond  st.  and  Blue  Hill  ave., 

120 
garbage  collection  investigation:    particularly  in  Ward  14,  order 

passed,  373 
Heights,  transfer:    see  South  Boston,  Dorchester  Heights  or  pages  185 

286,  287,  461 
honoring  Judge  Brandeis:    order  to  name  suitable  street  or  other 

public  property,  passed,  281 
Jewish  employees:   leave  of  absences,  114,  323 
Meeting  House  Hill  district:   delivery  service  of  library  books,  order 

passed,  474 
municipal  building:   construction  under  W.  P.  A.  auspices  at  no  cost 

to  city,  order  passed,  372 
pensioning  Daniel  J.  McDonald,  orders  passed,  237 
relief  hospital,  Federal  grant:   order  to  construct,  passed,  372 
reopening  Dorchester  Convalescent  home,  order  passed,  51 
shuttle  trains,  Fields  Corner:   order  for  trustees  of  Boston  Elevated 

Railway  to  consider,  from  that  station,  passed,  40 
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Dorchester,  Continued 

surveys:    Calvary  cemeteries,  boundaries,  221;    bus  service,  Savin  Hill 

and  Andrew  sq.  stations,  323 
traffic  hazards.  Hill  Top  St.:    traffic  and  police  commissioners  make 

trap  for  speeding  autoists,  order  passed,  361 
traffic  lights,  St.  Ann's  and  St.  Mark's  churches:  order  passed,  362 
traffic  sign,  Columbia  rd.  and  Pond  st.:   order  passed,  120 
whiteway:   from  Gibson  to  Greenwich  sts.,  on  Dorchester  ave.,  364 


)owd,  John  F.,  Councilor,  Ward  8 

ward  area:   South  End  and  Roxbury,  north 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  19 

finance    (chairman),   jitney   licenses,   municipal   lighting,   special   on 
departments  consolidation,  19 

escort  to  new  member  of  Ward  9,  151 
amendments: 

leave  of  absence,  114 

reports  of  committees,  executive,  421 

supplementary  appropriations,  242 
i  improvement  orders,  Ward  8: 

fob  details:    see  Streets,  Squares,  Parkways  and  Circles,  improve- 
ment orders  passed 

Dudley  st.  terminal,  223 
i  motions: 

adjournment  sine  die,  484 

ice  for  drinking  fountains,  249 

investigation,  committee  soliciting  funds  for  outing,  324 

loan  for  sewerage  works  ($450,000) ,  262 

next  meeting,  349 

reports  of  committees,  executive,  312,  345 

sewerage  loan,  461 

supplementary  appropriations,  242 

take  from  table  (Fiske  wharf  property),  41 
•  orders: 

abatements  by  assessors,  482 

amendment  of  gasoline  tax  law,  447 

appointment  of  superintendent  of  nurses,  121 

appropriation  for  city  hospital  buildings,  31 

carnival  permits,  222,  223 

cars  parked  in  residential  sections,  222 

child  killed  in  Roxbury,  469  (with  Councilor  Brackman) 

Conveyancers  Title  Insurance  Company  abatements,  260 

employment  of  Suffolk  County  citizens  on  Court  House,  95 

escap~e  of  Simpson,  341 

five-day  week,  city  and  county  employees,  322 

fourteen  days'  sick  leave,  96 

franchise,  Union  Freight  Railway  Company,  34 

hospital  food  items  in  budget,  96 

increase  of  parking  fees,  190 

information  under  six  heads  re  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company, 
132 

investigation  of  Long  Island  hospital,  97 

license  of  Fenway  Auto  Park,  248 

loans  for  reconstruction  of  streets,  268,  269 

five-day  week,  etc.  (2  orders),  273,  274 

for  reconstruction  of  streets,  269 

loan  for  sewerage  works  (2  orders) ,  440 

commendation,  election  and  police  departments,  439 

modification  of  parking  drive,  184 

new  hospital  surgical  building,  95 

no  penalizing  community  fund,  51 

number,  malt  licenses,  423 

$100,000  sewerage  loan,  109 

opposition  to  House  Bill  745,  60 

payments  for  extra  work,  170 

payment  to  widow  of  Richard  D.  Gleason,  184 

placing  at  work  individuals  receiving  pensions,  131   (with  Councilor 
Doherty) 

proposed  rescission  of  loans,  105 

public  works  sewerage  construction  loan,  280 

purchase  of  American-made  hospital  instruments,  190 

rates  on  parking  spaces,  200 

regulation  of  barber  shops,  448  (with  Councilor  Selvitella) 

reopening  of  old  station  5,  105 

retroactive  payments  on  old  age  pension,  21,  51 

roping  off  Union  Park  st.,  94 

sewerage  loan,  substitute  order,  280 

sick  leave,  city  hospital  employees,  202 

six-day  week,  uniformed  police  department,  322 

time  of  appointments  to  fire  and  police  departments,  95 

unfinished  business,  484 

use  of  certain  streets  as  play  streets,  170  (with  Councilor  Brackman) 

White  Fund  investigation,  184 

W.  P.  A.  cuts,  247 

W.P.  A.  lay-offs  (2  orders),  259 
ordinance:  distribution  of  hand  bills,  418 
points  of  information: 

city  use  of  telephones,  116 

committee  reports,  appropriations,  213,  214 

next  meeting,  349 


Dowd,  John  F.,  Councilor,  Ward  8,  Continued 
points  of  information: 

information  under  six  heads  re  Codman  Hill  Construction   Company, 

135,  136 
real  tax  rate,  1937,  101 

point  of  order:     information  under  six  heads  re  Codman  Hill  Con- 
struction Company,  137 

remarks: 

abatements  by  assessors,  482 

amendment  of  gasoline  tax  law,  447,  448 

appointment  of  superintendent  of  nurses,  121 

appropriation  for  city  hospital  buildings,  31 

appropriations  for  sewerage  works,  57 

arrest,  public  welfare  recipients,  214 

Boston  Elevated  wharf  service,  480 

carnival  permits,  222,  223 

cars  parked  in  residential  sections,  222 

child  killed  in  Roxbury,  469 

city  use  of  telephones,  116 

committee  reports,  appropriations,  212,  213 

confirmation  of  constable,  473 

discontinuance  of  business  with  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company, 

210 
election  of  president  for  1937,  1,  2 

employment  of  Suffolk  County  citizens  on  court  house,  95 
escape  of  Simpson,  341-344 
exorbitant  constables'  fees,  60,  61 
five-day  week,  2  orders,  274 
health  unit,  Dorchester,  186 
hospital  food  items  in  budget,  96 
Housing  Authority  appointments,  236 
increase  of  parking  fees,  190,  191 
information  under  six  heads  re  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company, 

132,  133,  134,  136,  137,  138 
investigation  of  Long  Island  hospital,  97 
license  of  Fenway  Auto  Park,  248 
loans:  in  anticipation  of  taxes,  7;    reconstruction  of  streets,  268; 

sewerage,  44,  46;  sewerage  works,  462 
modification  of  parking  drive,  184,  185 
new  hospital  surgical  building,  95 
no  penalizing  community  fund,  51 
number  malt  licenses,  423 
$100,000  sewerage  loan,  109 
$100,000  sewerage  loan  (substitute  order),  110 
opinion  of  Council  on  appointment  of  Hugo  L.  Black  as  Supreme 

Court  Judge,  371 
opportunity,  welfare  workers  to  seek  private  employment,  323 
opposition  to  House  Bill  745,  60 
opposition  to  House  Bill  1194,  94,  95 
payments  for  extra  work,  170 

placing  at  work  individuals  receiving  pensions,  131,  132 
proposed  rescission  of  loans,  105 
rates  on  parking  spaces,  200 
reopening  old  station  5,  105,  106 
report  on  annual  budget,  148,  149 
reports  of  committees:  appropriations,  112;     executive,  188,  312, 

376,  421,  446;  finance,  30,  169,  196,  313;  ordinances,  472 
reserve  police  force,  33 
resignation  as  treasurer  or  secretary,  102 
retroactive  payments  on  old-age  pension,  21,  22,  51,  52 
sewer  work  off  Pleasant  Hill  ave.,  186,  187 
sick  leave,  city  hospital  employees,  202 
six-day  week,  uniformed  police  department,  322 
$600,000  sewerage  loan,  106,  108 
supplementary  appropriations,  240 
suspension  of  certain  city  employees,  215 
taking  sea  worms,  171 

time  of  appointments  to  fire  and  police  departments,  95 
transfer,  public  works  department,  sanitary  service,  385 
veto  of  ordinance  concerning  employees,  454 
wading  pool,  Charlesbank,  246,  247 
welcome  to  new  member  from  Ward  9,  151 
White  Fund  investigation,  184 

withdrawal  of  orders  re  Suffolk  County  Compensation  Plan,  443 
W.  P.  A.  cuts,  247,  248 
W.  P.  A.  lay-offs,  259,  272,  273 
resolves: 

commendation,  election  and  police  departments,  439 
Councilor  Richard  D.   Gleason 's   death,   24 
increased  pensions  for  firemen,  53 
opposition  to  House  Bill  1194,  94 
pension,  Edward  J.  Fogarty,  95 
unanimous  consent: 

committee  reports,  appropriations,  213 
vote  doubts: 

reports  of  committees:  executive,  447 
supplementary  appropriations,  242 


Downes  Realty  Corporation 

Southampton  st.  property:  message,  preambles  and  order  for  sale, 
$800,  referred  to  public  lands  committee,  298-report  accepted,  order 
referred  to  executive  committee,  384-order  rejected,  407 
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East  Boston 

administration  building  of  tunnel:  transfer  of  custody  of  building 

to   public    buildings   department   from    Boston   transit   department, 

order  passed,  114-message  with  communication  and  veto,  filed,  152 

housing   project,   Jeffries   Point:  appropriation  from   Federal   and 

State  authorities,  order  passed,  198 
proposed  North   Ferry  beach:  survey  and  report  on  availability  of 

space  of  old  pier  for  a  bathing  beach,  order  passed,  197 
relocation  of  fire  stations:  Orient  Heights,  order  passed,  197 
V.  S.  post  office  building,  Havre,  Paris  and  Meridian  sts.: 

message  with  preambles  and  order  for  sale  of  site  for  $11,600,  referred 

to  public  lands  committee,  Proceedings,  1936,  page  279-message,  25 

message,   communication   proposing   sale  suggested   by   the   Mayor, 

filed,  65 
report  on  repairs  to  building,  filed,  297,  298-passed,  312-order  to  sell 
to  United  States  of  America,  $11,600  minimum,  passed  on  second, 
final  reading,  321 

Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Company 

track  locations:  notice  19th  location,  Centre  st.  north  of  La  Grange 
st.,  Ward  20,  182 

Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company  of  Boston 

see  Boston  Edison  Company 

Election  of  Councilor  from  Ward  9 

notice  from  election  commissioners:  election,  March  30,  Mildred 
M.  Harris  elected,  message  filed,  committee  for  escort  to  seat,  Coun- 
cilors Doherty  and  Dowd,  welcoming  remarks  from  president  of 
council  and  Councilor  Dowd,  151 

polls  for  Ward  9:  March  30  order  for  election  of  successor  of  late 
Councilor  of  Ward  9,  also  order  for  notice  of  polling  to  be  given, 
passed,  31 

Election  Department 

absentee  voting,   city  elections:  acceptance   of  sect.    1,   chap.   77, 

Acts  of  1937,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  456,  457 
board  member:  Hilda  H.  Quirk,  vice  Daniel  H.  Rose,  to  1941,  filed,  129 
chairman  of  commission: 

order  for  investigation  of  activities  by  finance  commission  in  patronage 
to  detriment  of  city  work,  referred  to  executive  committee,  10 

notice  of  designation  of  David  B.  Shaw,  129 
city  election,  November  2:  order  passed,  383 
commendation  of  the  Council  for  efficiency,  orderliness  and  fairness 

of  employees  during  election,  November  2,  resolution  passed,  439 
compensation,  election  supervisors:  General  Laws,  sect.  23,  chap. 

54,  $9  per  day,  order  passed,  171 
11th  Congressional  District  election:  orders  passed,  415 
polling  for  successor  to  Councilor  of  Ward  9,  deceased,  passed,  31 
supervisors'  compensation:  under  sect.  23,  chap.  54,  General  Laws, 

rate  fixed  at  $5  per  day,  message  and  order  referred  to  executive 

committee,  465-passed,  466 
transfers: 

from  reserve  fund:  message,  order,  $10,559,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  430-passed,  440 
voting  machines: 

installation  for  November  election,  order  passed,  199 

Ward  9  election  for  councilor  order  for  trial,  passed,  49 

Election,  I lth  Congressional  District 

Wards  1,  2,  3,  Precincts  1-9  of  Ward  8:  for  Representative  in  Con- 
gress, order  passed,  415 

Electric  Fans 

installation  in  all  Elevated  trains,  surface  cars  and  busses,  order  to 
consider,  passed,  293 

Ellis,  William  H.,  &  Co. 

notices  of  interest  in  contracts,  30,  103,  246,  435,  471 

Emergency  Finance  Board 
approval    Federal    projects   outside   debt    limit    loan,    $100,000: 

soldiers'  benefits,  public  welfare,  emergency  unemployment  relief,  55, 
61,  62-246 
approval,  Huntington  avenue  subway  loan:  notice  received,  filed, 
221 


Emergency  Finance  Board,  Continued 

approval  of  tax  title  renewal  loans:  notice  received,  filed,  8 
approval,  tax  title  loan,  $1,300,000,  notice  filed,  309 
tax  title  loan,  $500,000:  approval  sent  City  Council,  filed,  43 
tax  title  loan,  $1,000,000: 

report  of  appropriations  committee  on  order  to  secure  approval  of 

Board  accepted,  reference  recommended  and  ordered,  131 
new  draft  for  loan  to  be  used  to  reduce  taxation  necessary  for  ordinary 
maintenance,  report  accepted,  order  passed,   138-approval  notice 
sent,  filed,  235 
tax   title   property   loan,   $500,000:  order  for  approval,   referred   to 

executive  committee,  338-report  accepted,  order  passed,  345 
tax  title  property  loan,  $14,500,  for  park  department:  order  for 
approval  referred  to  executive  committee,  339-report  accepted,  order 
passed,  345 

Employees  and  Activities  of  W.  P.  A. 

information  concerning  number  of  employees  and  effect  upon  publio 
works  department  by  suspension  of  W.  P.  A.  activities,  order  passed,  < 
402 

Employees  before  Legislative  Committees 

ordinance  barring  holding  office  or  being  member  of  any  political  com- 
mittee or  convention,  ordinance  passed,  450 

Employers'  Liability  Assurance  Corporation,  Limited 

bond  surety  for  Hanley  Oil  Company,  Inc.,  order  in  re  referred  to 
executive  committee,  79,  80-report  accepted,  order  passed,  112 

Evening  School 

six-year  course:  equivalent  to  high  school  in  credits  for  admission  toi 
higher  institutions,  chart  of  courses  appended,  order  passed,  189,  190-  1 
communication,  211 

Examiners,  Board  of 

member  appointed:  J.  Fred  McNeil  for  three  years,  filed,  195 
Executive  Committee 

members:  22  Councilors,  Councilor  Gallagher,  chairman,  19-CouncilorJ 

Harris  rice  Richard  D.  Gleason,  deceased,  January,  1937,  191 
petitions:  14,  29,  43,  58,  70,  80,  91,  103,  117,  129,  165,  195,  220,  235.1 

246,  259,  268,  309,  321,  340,  359,  414,  415,  435,  443,  461,  466,  471,  478j 
reports:  21,  33,  53,  62,  82,  97,  112,  122,  138,  171-174,  188,  200,  238,1 

253-255,  280,  291,  312,  328,  344,  360,  375,  420-421,  439^40,  444, 

452,  458,  461,  466,  474 


':. 


Farnum,  George  R. 


I 


resolution  expressing  Council  confidence  in  conduct  of  case  against 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company,  referred  to  rules  committee, 
215,  216 


Faulkner  Hospital  Entrance 


order  to  make  opening  into  Centre  st.  same  width  as  intersecting  streets, 
passed,  174 

Federal  Communications  Commission 

station  WMEX  radio:  order  for  investigation  of  legality  of  station 
disseminating  anti-Catholic  propaganda,  passed,  150 

Federal  Housing  Administration 

Charlestown:  assistance  not  hindrance  of  plans,  order  passed,  407,  408 
Federal  Savings  Bank  of  Boston 

order  for  resignation  of  John  C.  L.  Dowling  either  as  secretary  of  Assess- 
ing Board  or  as  treasurer  of  this  bank,  order  referred  to  executive 
committee,  102 

Federal  Writers  and  Historical  Records  Project 

resolution  favoring  continuance  at  present  standards,  passed,  238 


'ENWAY 


(19) 


FIREMEN'S 


-enway  Auto  Park 

order  to  consider  revoking  license  at  95  Brookline  ave.  near  Braves 
Field,  passed,  248-message,  communication,  filed,  283,  284 

-ilene,  Edward  A. 

resolution  expressing  deep  regret  at  untimely  death,  passed,  385 

-inance  Commission 

chairman  appointed :  notice  received  from  Secretary  of  State,  Massa- 
chusetts, of  David  Lasker,  filed,  221-appointed  chairman  to  1942  by 
the  Governor,  340 

abatements,  Conveyancers  Title  Insurance  and  Mortgage  Com- 
pany:   order  for  study,  passed,  255 

budget  report:  91,  92,  93 

Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  contracts  with  George 
Robert  White  Fund:  report  sent,  filed,  367-370  and  380-383  and 
415-418  and  435-439 

Dedham-Hyde  Park  Gas  and  Electric  Company  property  pur- 
chase: received,  filed,  455 

Dillaway  House:  report  received,  filed,  129,  130,  131 

hearing,  May  16:   in  re  contracts,  184 

patronage  activities  of  election  commissioner:  order  for  investiga- 
tion of  time  given,  referred  to  executive  committee,  10 

sewerage  works  appropriations:   received,  filed,  58,  59 

sewerage  works  loans:  sent  City  Council,  filed,  58,  59,  131 

South  Boston  gymnasium  site:  message  concerning  540  Broadway, 
South  Boston,  received,  filed,  29,  30 

suits  against  other  municipalities:    166-169 

unused  land:    report  sent  the  Council,  filed,  8,  9 

Ventola-Malagutti  oil  case:  investigation  of  case  involving  Boston, 
order  passed,  255 


Finance  Committee 

members:    Councilors  Dowd,   chairman,  P. 

Kilroy,  Kerrigan,  Rosenberg,  Agnew,  19 
reports:   9,  30,  169,  196,  238,  321,  313,  456 


J.   Fitzgerald,   Shattuck, 


:inancial  Expert  Study,  Boston 

group  familiar  with  municipal  finances  to  inform  citizens  what  to  expect 
within  two  or  three  years,  order  for,  passed,  374 

;inley,  James  F.,  Councilor,  Ward  20 

ward  area:   West  Roxbury  and  Roslindale,  west 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  19 

prison  inspection,   ordinances,   printing,   hospitals,   parks   and   play- 
grounds (chairman),  public  welfare,  tax  title  property,  19 
improvement  orders,  Ward  20: 

for  details:    see  Streets,  Squares,  Parkways  and  Circles,  improve- 
ment, orders  passed 

Centre  St.,  West  Roxbury,  Manthorne  rd.  to  Spring  and  Centre  sts., 
388 

Fresno  st.,  388 

Ricker  St.,  388 
motions: 

reports  of  committees:    executive,  188,  452 

salaries  of  assessors,  225,  226 
orders: 

chauffeurs'    pay,    public    works    department,    245    (with    Councilors 
Doherty,  P.  A.  Murray) 

convenience  station,  Roslindale  municipal  building,  98  (with  Councilor 
P.  A.  Murray) 

facilities  for  bocce,  361  (with  Councilor  Selvitella) 

five-cent  fare,  West  Roxbury,  82 

moving  bus  stop,  West  Roxbury,  53 

openings  in  Centre  st.  island,  174 

notices  on  gasoline  permits,  388  (with  Councilor  Brackman) 

portable  building  at  Longfellow  school,  408 

protest,  curtailment  of  service,  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad,  373  (with  Councilor  P.  A.  Murray) 

replacing  fence  on  Walworth  Street  bridge,  375 

roller  skating  facilities,  105 

roping  off  Centre  St.,  249 

roping  off  Centre  st.,  98  (with  Councilors  P.  A.  Murray,  Doherty, 
Kilroy) 

Sunday  bus  line  service,  Wrest  Roxbury,  402 

survey,  hazardous  condition,  Roslindale,  375 

West  Roxbury  Elevated  service,  11 
ordinances: 

salaries,  Council  employees,  113 


Finley,  James  F.,  Councilor,  Ward  20,  Continued 

remarks: 

committee  reports,  appropriations,  213 

complaints  about  old-age  visitor,  76 

facilities  for  bocce,  361 

five-cent  fare,  West  Roxbury,  82 

information  under  six  heads  re  Codman  Construction  Company,  137 

lighting  Centre  st.,  388 

loan  orders,  sewerage,  44,  46 

.$100,000  sewerage  loan  (substitute  order),  110 

placing  at  work  individuals  receiving  pensions,  132 

report  on  annual  budget,  146 

roller  skating  facilities,  105 

salaries  of  assessors,  226 

$600,000  sewerage  loan,  107 

supplementary  appropriations,  241 

West  Roxbury  Elevated  service,  11 

W.  P.  A.  lay-offs,  273 
resolves: 

increased  pensions  for  firemen,  120  (with  Councilor  Brackman) 

payment  to  mother  of  John  Madden,  20 

payment  to  Nora  Madden,  81 
unanimous  consent: 

vote  for  loan  for  public  welfare,  328 
vote  doubt: 

reports  of  committees:   executive,  62 


Fire  Box  Lights 

order  for  use  of  different  color  to  be  distinguished  from  traffic  lights, 
passed,  98 


Fire  Department 

additional  force  appointed  April:  order  for  as  planned,  passed,  95,  96 
charges  against  pensions  and  annuities  fund: 

Mrs.  Dennis  J.  Bailey,  $1,000,  order  passed,  458 

Mrs.  Dennis  M.  Condon,  $1,400,  order  passed,  291 

Mrs.  John  F.  Murphy,  $1,400,  order  passed,  221 

Charles  A.  O'Dowd,  $622.80,  10 

Mrs.  Edward  M.  Quigley,  petition,  33 

Mrs.  James  Sreenan,  order  passed,  458 
clean-up  week:    order  to  confer  with  health,  public  works,  park,  and 

police  departments,  passed,  120 
dumping  inflammable  rubbish:    order  to  prevent  at  Glover  Corner 

factories,    Dorchester,    passed,    40-message,    communications,    filed, 

63,  64 
fire-box  lights:  order  for  use  of  different  colors  to  be  distinguished 

from  traffic  lights,  passed,  98 
fire  hazard  survey,  Ward  2:   order  to  make,  passed,  53 
fire  prevention  week,  October  9-16:    cooperate  with  public  works 

department,  order  passed,  402 
increased     pensions:      resolution    approving    legislative    enactment, 

passed,  53,  120-message,  veto,  filed,  125 
investigation  of  death  of  Dennis  J.  Bailey,  order  passed,  211 
protection  of  firemen's  property:    order  for,  during  fires,  passed, 

112,  113 
relocation,  fire  stations,  East  Boston:  Orient  Heights,  order  passed, 

197-message  and  communications,  filed,  267 


Fire  Hazards 

Charlestown : 

Elm  st.,  No.  91-95,  board  up  premises  to  prevent  fire3,  order  passed, 
362 

list  of  locations  to  be  investigated  as  possible  hazards,  orders  sub- 
mitting lists,  passed,  347-message  with  report  from  fire  commis- 
sioner, filed,  365 
survey,  Ward  2:   for  elimination  in  vacant  houses,  order  passed,  53 


Fire  Insurance  Committee 

members:   Councilors  McGrath,  chairman,  Kerrigan,  P.  J.  Fitzgerald, 
19 


Fire  Prevention  Week 

October  9-16:   order  for  cooperation  of  fire  and  public  works  depart- 
ments, order  passed,  402 


Firemen's  Relief  Fund 

report  to  City  Council:   filed,  435 


FISCAL 


(20) 


FREE 


Fiscal  Budget 

proposed  submission  and  passage:  what  changes  in  statutes  and 
ordinances  would  permit  submission  and  passage  before  opening  of 
fiscal  year,  order  for  information,  passed,  407 

Fish  Consumption 

during  high  cost  of  meats:  appointment  of  committee  to  advertise 
to  public  advantages  in  increased  use  of  fish,  order  passed,  403 

Fiske  Wharf 

$25,000  transfer  from  city  properties  sales  for  purchase:  order  for 
rejected,  41-message  referred  to  public  lands  committee,  42-report 
recommending  reference  to  executive  committee,  60-report  accepted, 
order  rejected,  62 

Fitzgerald,  John  I.,  Councilor,  Ward  3,  President  of 
1937  Council 
ward  area:  Boston  proper 
elected  president  of  Council:  1,  2 
committee  appointments: 
executive,  19 
legislative,  19 
call  for  special  meeting:  259 
improvements,  Ward  3: 

for  details:  see  Streets,  Squares,  Parkways  and  Circles,  improve- 
ment orders  passed 
Chambers  st.,  138 

Charles  st.  at  the  foot  of  Allen  st.,  138 
Hammond  ave.,  39 

motions: 

reports  of  committee:  executive,  446,  447 

orders: 

additional  benches,  Charlesbank  pk.,  323 

bubbler  drinking  fountain,  Parkman  Bandstand  circle,  Boston  Com- 
mon, 183 
convenience  station,  Charlesbank,  196,  197 
Council  use  of  old  Aldermanic  Chamber,  474 
election,  eleventh  congressional  district,  415 
gas  house  property,  247 
Grant  school,  456 

headquarters  for  North  End  Post,  201,  202 
improvements  at  Charlesbank  beach,  292 
new  police  station,  387 
opposition  to  House  Bill  1200,  96 
playground  on  Commercial  St.,  18 
reconditioned  West  End  branch  library,  388 
repair  of  city  hall  convenience  station,  33 
roping  for  annual  Marathon,  96 
skeleton  crew  of  workers  during  summer,  199 
Thomas  Abraham  sq.,  247 
traffic  lights,  Charles  and  Allen  sts.,  138 
transfer  of  Grant  school,  456 
wading  pool,  Charlesbank  (2  orders),  246 

remarks: 

appreciation  of  Council  to  President  Fitzgerald,  484 

Boston  recipients  of  charity,  11 

confirmation  of  appointments,  248 

Housing  Authority  appointments,  236,  237 

information  under  six  heads  re  Codman  Construction  Company, 
134,  135,  136,  137,  138 

improvements,  Charlesbank  beach,  292 

new  police  station,  387 

opposition  to  House  Bill  1200,  96,  97 

reconditioned  West  End  branch  of  public  library,  388 

reports  of  committees:  executive,  445,  447 

supplementary  appropriations,  242,  243 

wading  pool,  Charlesbank,  246 
resolves: 

approval  of  United  States  Housing  Act,  113 

investigation  of  communistic  propaganda,  120 

payment  to  widow  of  Richard  D.  Gleason,  31 

stadium  in  honor  of  late  Patrick  T.  Campbell,  73 
special  meeting  called:  June  18,  259,  260 
unfinished  business:  $1,000,000  appropriation,  relief  loan,  201 

Fitzgerald,  Peter  J.,  Councilor,  Ward  13 

ward  area:  Dorchester,  north 
committee  appointments: 

Executive,  19 

appropriations,  county  accounts,  special  consolidation  of  departments, 
fire  insurance,  finance,  legislative  matters,  ordinances,  public  lands, 
rules,  19 

tax  appeals,  91 
improvement  orders,  Ward  13: 

for  details:  see  Streets,  Squares,  Parkways  and  Circles,  improve- 
ment orders  passed 


Fitzgerald,  Peter  J.,  Councilor,  Ward  13,  Continued 

improvement  orders,  Ward  13: 

Crescent  ave.,  at  Dorchester  ave.,  61 
Cushing  ter.,  371 
Hesston  ter.,  420 

Mt.  Vernon  st.,  Dorchester,  223  (with  Councilor  Kerrigan) 
Old  Colony  rd.  and  ter.,  223 
Savin  Hill  ave.,  41 
motions: 

confirmation  of  appointments,  249 
reports  of  committees:  executive,  444 
salaries  of  assessors,  226 
orders: 

bus  to  Carson  beach,  51 

celebration,  Dorchester  Day,  221  (with  Councilors  McGrath,  Tobin 

Wilson,  Rosen) 
children's  playground,  Downer  ave.,  235 
Elevated  schedule,  418 

Elevated  service,  Fields  Corner  to  Dudley  St.,  235 
information  on  public  welfare,  402;  regarding  W.  P.  A.  employees  an< 

activities,  402 
obtaining  copies  of  report  of  special  commission  on  purchase,  Boston 

Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  by  Boston  Elevated,  373 
proper  operation  of  busses,  275,  276 
removal  by  Elevated  of  abandoned  rails,  310 
reopening  Dorchester  convalescent  home,  51 
repair  of  defective  sidewalks,  121 
status  of  recent  temporary  employees,  122 
streets  cleaned  once  a  week,  385 
survey,  bus  service,  Savin  Hill  and  Andrew  sq.  station,  323  (witl 

Councilor  Kerrigan) 
survey,  Calvary  cemeteries  boundaries,  221 
traffic  sign,  Columbia  rd.  and  Pond  st.,  120  (with  Councilor  Kerrigan 
ordinances:  employees  appearing  on  legislation,  275 
points  of  information: 

expense  of  housing  project,  278 
reports  of  committees:  executive,  447 
W.  P.  A.  lay-offs,  273 
points  of  order:  supplementary  appropriations,  242 
remarks: 

facilities  for  playing  bocce,  361 

information,  public  welfare,  402;  regarding  W.  P.  A.  employees  an 

activities,  402 
obtaining  copies  of  report  of  special  commission  on  purchase,  Bostoi 

Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  by  Boston  Elevated,  373 
proper  operation  of  busses,  276 
purchase  of  East  Boston  and  Revere  lines,  113 
repair,  defective  sidewalks,  121,  122 
report  on  annual  budget,  147 

reports  of  committees:  executive,  255,  387,  445,  446,  447 
streets  cleaned  once  a  week,  385 
supplementary  appropriations,  243 
traffic  lights:  Crescent  and  Dorchester  aves.,  61;  Parker  and  Ruggh 

sts.,  325 
resolutions: 

activities,  New  England  Council,  323 

payments  to  father  of  Joseph  Taylor  and  mother  of  John  McGonagl 

21 
payment  for  incapacity,  retirement  system,  32 
purchase   of  East  Boston   and  Revere  lines,    113   (with   Councik 

Selvitella) 
vote  doubts:  salaries  of  assessors,  226 


Five-Cent  Fares 

all  lines  on  Sundays  on  Boston  Elevated  Railway,  order  passed,  310,  3. 
Ashmont  station  to  Marine  pk.   on  Boston  Elevated  Railway,  ord 

Sassed,  175 
mont  station  to  Boston  City  Hospital  on  Boston  Elevated  Railwa 
order  passed,  175 


Five-Day  Week 

order  for  all  city  employees  except  policemen,  firemen,  school  employe 

and  other  department  employees  whose  duties  prevent  it,  referred 

executive  committee,  197 
order  for,  during  June,  July  and  August,  197-reports  accepted,  orde 

passed,  200-message,  communication,  filed,  288 
order  for  information  of  action  taken  by  the  Mayor  in  re  above  ordei 

238 
order  for,  for  all  county  and  city  employees  and  officials,  passed,  322 


Foot  Patrol  Police  Protection 

Pierce  sq.,  Dorchester,  order  for  adequate  protection,  passed,  293 

Free  Uniforms  for  Military  Training 

for  scholars  of  needy  families,  order  passed,  425 


FRENCH  (21) 


HARRIS 


French  Telephones 

order  to  petition  for  legislation  for  return  of  payments  made  on  rental 
of  French  phones,  clippings  included  in  records,  passed,  20 


Fuel 

immediate  issuance  of  order  for  fuel  during  cold  weather,  order  passed, 
374 


Gallagher,  Edward  M.,  Councilor,  Ward  22 

ward  area:  Brighton,  north 

presiding  chairman:  1,  2;  9-12;  21-23;  24,  49,  55-62;  97-102;   124- 

138; 171-175; 192-200; 238-245; 246-258;  291-294; 314-328; 345-350; 

360-364;  375,   376;   384-389;   390-402;  406-408;   420-427;   428-440; 

444-448,  451,  452;  453-459;  470-475 
announcement  of  death  of  Councilor  Richard  D.  Gleason,  24 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  chairman,  19 

appropriations,   ordinances,   chairman;  municipal  lighting,   Parkman 

Fund,  chairman;  rules,  special  on  consolidation  of  city  departments, 
19 
improvement  orders,  Ward  22: 

tor  details:  see  Streets,  Squares,  Parkways  and  Circles,  improvement 
orders  passed 

Hatherley  rd.,  39,  40 
motions: 

adjournment  defeated,  vote  doubted,  recess  taken,  223 

next  meeting,  August  9,  313 

recess,  3.07  p.  m.  to  5.30  p.  m.,  187,  188 

two  weeks'  adjournment,  to  June  7,  226 

meetings  of  Council  in  Faneuil  Hall,  453 

notice  of  city  election  (2  orders),  383 

roping  streets,  Constitution  Day  parade,  361 

use  of  Chandler  Pond  as  park,  464 
remarks: 

appreciation  of  Council  to  President  Fitzgerald,  484 

loan  for  airport  improvements,  232 

report  on  annual  budget,  146,  147 

supplementary  budget  and  tax  orders  for  1937,  229 
resolutions:  appreciation  of  Council  to  President  Fitzgerald,  484 


Gasoline  Tax 

proportion  for  snow  removal:  order  to  urge  the  Governor  to  allocate, 
passed,  49      | 


Gasoline  Tax  Law 

amendment:  for  diverting  proceeds  of  tax  for  two  years  from  road 
building  to  public  welfare  purposes,  order  for  legislation,  passed, 
447,  448 


General  Baking  Company 

reason  for  reduction  of  tax  assessment  by  $50,000  by  assessing  board, 
order  for  information  passed,  113,  114 


i  George  Robert  White  Fund 

see  White  (George  Robert)  Fund 


1  Gleason,    Richard    D.,    Councilor,    Ward    9    (deceased 
January,  1937) 

preambles   and   resolutions   expressing   sorrow   for   sudden   death   and 
tribute  to  his  many  fine  qualities,  passed  by  unanimous  rising  vote,  24 

ward  area:  Roxbury  Center 

committee  appointments: 
executive,  19 
prison  inspection,  chairman;  legislative  matters,  soldiers'  relief,  19 


Goods 

measurers  appointed:  11  names,  261-confirmed,  291;  C.  A.  Brandin, 
W.  G.  Connors,  L.  A.  Doyle,  J.  A.  Dunton,  W.  P.  Ferreter,  A.  J. 
Fitzpatrick,  T.  F.  McCormick,  E.  P.  Morrison,  J.  J.  Murphy, 
R.  G.  Warren,  C.  W.  Youngren 


Goods,  Continued 
weighers  appointed,  confirmed: 

Albano,  Andre,  25-40;  Berry,  Felix  X.,  84-confirmed,  114 
Berry,  George  F.,  409^439;  Callahan,  William  F.,  43-58 
Charbonneau,  Edward,  84-confirmed,  114 
Colby,  Howard  W.,  103  see  also  Coal,  weighers  appointed-confirmed, 

120 
Conley,  John,  193-209;  Coyne,  R.  F.,  227-248 
Curley,  Frank,  68-82;  Cdsack,  Edmund,  227-248 
Daniels,  David,  390-423;  Donovan,  Joseph  F.,  460-467 
Durkan,  James  J.,  351-374 

Erickson,  Sydney,  68-82;  Fotherqill,  John  J.,  449-456 
Guersony,  Albert,  193-209;  Haylin,  Edward  F.,  329-359 
Henderson,  J.  Hardie,  329-359;  Hensbee,  Fielding,  259-269 
Hill,  Bolton  R.,  227-248;  Hurley,  Charles  V.,  25-40 
Kirbey  (Kirby  on  page  247),  David  T.,  227-248 
Levenson,  Milton,  351-374 

Martell,  Charles,  329-359;  McDonough,  Walter,  428-444 
McNulty,  Albert,  193-209 

Noonan,  Edward  T.  J.,  390-423;  Regan,  William  B.,  329-359 
St.  Germaine,  Albert,  287-313 

Sheehan,  Thomas,  68-82;  Stroiney,  Michael  J.,  84-confirmed,  114 
Walsh,  Arthur  J.,  7 

Grain  Measurers 

appointed: 

Davin,  John,  Jr.,  103-120;  Lowney,  John,  103-120 
Shanahan,  John  T.,  103-120;  Shanahan,  Joseph,  116-131 

Groisser  &  Shlager  Iron  Works 

indemnity  bond  received  for  replacement  of  equipment,  466 


Hancock  Street  Yard 

public  works  department  office: 

use  as  baby  clinic  by  health  department,  order  passed,  40 
retained  for  historical  interest,  order  passed,  order  passed,  40-message, 
communication,  filed,  69 

Hand  Bills 

ordinance  requiring  permit  for  distribution  from  public  works  depart- 
ment, referred  to  ordinances  committee,  418 

Handball  Courts 

see  Park  Department,  park  or  playground 

Harris,  Mildred  M.,    Councilor,  Ward  9  (vice  Councilor 
Gleason,  deceased  January,  1937) 

ward  area:  Roxbury  Center 

Richard  D.  Gleason,  late  councilor  from  Ward  9:    election  called 

in  Ward  9  for  successor,  31-notice  of  election,  filed,  151 
committee    appointments:     executive,    legislative    affairs,    soldiers 

relief,  191 
improvements,  Ward  9: 

for  details:   see  Streets,  Squares,  Parkways,  and  Circles,  improve- 
ment, orders  passed 

Norfolk  St.,  345 

Shawmut  ave.  at  Brookline  St.,  185 
orders: 

bath  houses  open  at  municipal  buildings  on  Sunday  morning,  292 

compensation  for  election  supervisors,  171 

furnishing  bathing  suits   292 

improvements,  Carter  playground,  292 

improvements,  Cedar  pk.,  361 

municipal  building,  Ward  9,  281 

playground,  Ward  9,  171,  345 

renaming  Madison  pk.,  361 

repairs,  Columbus  ave.  playground,  281 

traffic  signals,  Eliot  sq.,  294 
requests:    permission  to  be  recorded  as  voting  affirmatively  loan,  for 

public  welfare,  328 
unanimous  consent:   affirmative  vote  recorded  on  Nos.  3,  4,  385 
vote  records:   "yes"  ,  421 


HAN LEY 


(22) 


IDENTIFICATION 


Hanley  Oil  Company,  Inc. 

bond  surety  Employers'  Liability  Assurance  Corporation, Limited: 

order  in  re  transference,  referred  to  executive  committee,  79,  80- 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  1 12-order  for  release  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee,  296 


Hart  Bus  Lines,  Inc. 

petition  for  license  to  operate:  over  William  F.  McClellan  highway 
from  Revere  line  to  Boston  Elevated  station,  435-granted,  456- 
message  and  veto,  460 


Head  House  Pier 

Marine  pk.,  South  Boston:  transfer  from  reserve  fund,  $3,500,  for 
repairs,  message  with  order,  referred  to  executive  committee,  283- 
passed,  291 

Health  Department 

commissioner  appointed:  Dr.  Henry  F.  R.  Watts  vice  Dr.  William  B. 

Keeler,  deceased,  for  term  ending  April  30,  1941,  filed,  70 
Commissioner  Dr.  William  Keeler:   resolution  regretting  death  after 

short  term  in  office  adopted  by  unanimous  rising  vote,  62 
acting  commissioner  appointed:    Dr.   John  W.   Lane,  institutions 

commissioner,  58 
dairy  inspectors  appointed:     Hillel  H.  Friedman  and  Leonard  M. 

Higgins,  notice  filed,  435 
baby  clinic:   Hancock  st.  public  works  department  office,  order  for  use 

passed,  40-message  with  veto,  filed,  63 
child  clinic:    establish  in  Ward  6  section  of  Dorchester,  order  passed, 

372 
clean-up   week:  order   t}   confer   with   public   works,    park,    fire   and 

police  departments,  passed,  120 
closing  dumps:    off  American  Legion  highway  and  Beech  st.,  Roslin- 

dale,  order  passed,  245-message,  communication  filed,  284,  285,  286 
closing  dump,   American   Legion   highway:    order  to  consider,  in 

Roslindale,  passed,  303 
dump,   Victory  rd.:    request  to  investigate  the  nuisance  and  health 

menace,  order  passed,  344-message,  communication,  filed,  379,  380 
dumping  inflammable  rubbish:   order  to  prevent  at  Glover  Corner 

factories,    Dorchester,    passed,    40-message,    communications    filed, 

63,  64 

coal   dust,   South   Boston:    investigate   handling  and  storage,  order 

passed,  426 
convenience  stations,  Wolcott  and  Cleary  stations:   order  passed, 

388 
dairy  inspector:    appointment,  William  V.  Bell,  filed,  30 
dairy  inspector  for  thirty  days:  James  T.  Dunn,  filed,  220 
housing  and  sanitary  inspector:   James  H.  Wallace,  notice  filed,  450 
ordinance  requiring  license  and  supervision  of  department,  $20  violation 

penalty,  referred  to  ordinances  committee,  310 
revised  ordinance  in  re  reorganization  of  department,  referred  to  ordi- 
nance committee,  Proceedings  of  1936,  page  371,  372-report  accepted, 

ordinance  passed,  24 
sanitary    inspector:     notice   of   appointment,    Frank   M.    McGowan, 

$1,600  from  April  9,  1937,  filed,  165 
sewerage  pollution  of  harbor:   conference  with  United  States  Public 

Health  Service  for  remedy  of  conditions,  order  passed,  425 

Health  Units 

central  Dorchester  district:  from  George  Robert  White  fund,  order 
for  erection,  passed,  186 

Hearings 

notices,  374,  388 

Home  Owners'  Loan  Corporation 

mortgages:  resolution  requesting  Massachusetts  Congressmen  to  fore- 
stall, if  possible,  foreclosures,  referred  to  rules  committee,  18,  19 

Hospital  Department 

American-made  instruments:  dispense  with  Japanese-made,  unless 
of  better  quality  than  American,  order  passed,  190 

city  hospital: 

trustee  appointed:  Dr.  Martin  J.  English  for  five  years,  filed,  195 
superintendent  of  nurses:   order  for  appointment  from  list  of  head 
nurses  now  employed  by  hospital,  passed,  121 


Hospital  Department,  Continued 

city  hospital: 

air-conditioning:  few  floors  of  certain  buildings,  order  passed,  281, 
328 

appropriation  by  loan,  $2,500,000:  order  for,  referred  to  finance 
committee,  31 

boston  garden  ambulance  service:  order  for  information  regard- 
ing remuneration,  reference  to  executive  committee  requested, 
passed,  49,  50-report  accepted,  passed,  53-message,  communica- 
tion, filled,  68,  69 

convalescent  home:    order  to  consider  reopening,  passed,  51 

matrons  in  place  of  doctors:  in  out-patient  department  East  and 
Haymarket  relief  stations,  order  referred  to  hospitals  committee,  256 

new  surgical  building  opening:  reason  for  failure  to  open,  order 
passed,  311 

new  surgical  building  operation:  hospitals  committee  investigate 
capacity  of  employees,  supervision  of  patients,  location  of  building, 
order  passed,  408 

sale,  obsolete  x-ray  films:  4,700  pounds  after  advertisement  in 
City  Record,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  218-report 
accepted,  order  passed,  385 

sick  leave:   order  for  fourteen  days  instead  of  seven,  passed,  96 

sick  leave  increase:   from  seven  to  fourteen  days,  order  passed,  202 

surgical  building  opening:    order  for  immediate  use,  referred  to 
hospitals  committee,  95-report  accepted,  passed,  103,  104 
for  cooperation  with  the  Massachusetts  Public  Health  Department 

in  care  and  treatment  of  social  diseases,  order  for  transfer,  $9,350, 

from  reserve  fund,  referred  to  executive  committee,  354— passed,  375 
food  items  restored:  at  city  hospital,  Long  Island  and  Mattapan  sana- 
torium,  order  for  restoration,   referred  to  hospitals  committee,  96— 

report  accepted,  passed,  103,  104 
purchases,   local   not  foreign:    materials  and  instruments  made  in 

Boston,  order  passed,  418 
relief  station,  Forest  Hills,  Ward  19:   order  for  construction,  passed, 

425 
relief  station,  Ward   16,  Dorchester:    order,  through  P.  W.  A.  or 

otherwise  obtained  funds  for  erection,  passed,  60 
retirement:    Theresa  McKenna,  order  for  payments,  280 
transfers: 

12,937.09;  $1, 109. 81;  S2.200;  $1,500,  referred,  339-passed,  345 

$950,  S2.800,  referred,  354-passed,  360 

$20,000,  referred,  395-passed,  406 

$500  and  $2,000  (sanatorium  division)  referred,  412,  413-passed,  421 

$300.82  and  $500  and  (4)  S0.00,  referred,  431,  432-passed,  439 

Hospitals  Committee 

members:   Councilors  Doherty,  Finley,  Agnew,  P.  A.  Murray,  Kerri- 
gan, 19 
reports:  94;  103,  104 

Housing  Authority 

members  appointed:  John  Carroll  and  Bradury  F.  Cashing  to  1941 
and  1942,  respectively,  124-rejected,  175-message  and  order  for 
approval  and  confirmation,  193-laid  over  as  unfinished  business,  209, 
210-motions  to  lay  on  table  one  week  and  to  send  to  executive  com- 
mittee, lost;   roll  call  confirmation,  235,  236,  237 

appropriation,  additional  $2,500  from  reserve  fund:  message, 
order  referred  to  executive  committee,  378-passed,  385,  386,  387 

East  Boston,  Jeffries  Point:  appropriation  from  Federal  and  State, 
order  passed,  198 

Old  Harbor  Village  Project: 

legal  proceedings  to  fix  status  of  all  Federal  housing  in  Boston,  order 

referred  to  rules  committee,  276 
definite   arrangements   for   assessment   of   taxes,   service   charges   for 
school,  police,  fire  protection,  water,  sewer,  garbage  disposal  and 
other  municipal  public  service,  referred  to  rules  committees,  276 

transfer:  under  sect.  26-T,  chap.  121,  General  Laws  amended  by  chap. 
449,  Acts  of  1935,  order  for  $1,000  chargeable  to  reserve  fund,  referred 
to  executive  committee,  470-passed,  474 

Huntington  Avenue  Subway 

see  Subway  Extension,  Huntington  Avenue,  Acts  1937,  chap.  159  or 
pages  126,  171  to  174,  inclusive;   221 


Ice  for  Fountains 

all  fountains  in  Boston,  order  passed,  328 

Identification  Officer 

order  for  establishment  of  position  in  Penal  Institutions  Department, 
passed,  450,  451 


INFLAMMABLE 


(23) 


KERRIGAN 


inflammable  Rubbish 

Glover  Corner,  Dorchester:  order  to  prevent  dumping,  passed,  40 

nstitutions  Department 

commissioner  appointed:  Dr.  John  W.  Lane  vice  Dr.  Frederic  A. 
Washburn,  resigned,  filed,  30 

Long  Island  hospital:  inmates  who  should  be  supported  by  relatives, 
order  for  investigation,  referred  to  hospitals  committee,  97 

special    committee    for    investigation    of    conditions:  order    for 
appointment  of  three  members,  referred  to  hospitals  committee,  60 

transfers: 

$1,436.97,  referred,  290-passed,  291 

$1,200,  referred  to  executive  committee,  279,290-not  passed,  291 

$500,  referred,  318-passed,  328 

$100  (child  welfare),  referred,  318-passed,  328 

$460.29;  $14,000;  $569.25;  $400,  referred,  339-passed,  345 

$2,500  ("Hibbard",  "O'Meara"),  referred,  354-passed,  360 

$600,  referred,  367-passed,  375 

$63.09  ($250),  referred,  367-passed,  375 

$1,000   (Long  Island  hospital),  referred,  395-passed,  406 

$1,000  ("Hibbard,"  "O'Meara"),  referred,  395-passed,  406 

$310.49  and  $1,000  (Long  Island  hospital),  referred,  413-passed,  421 

$200  (central  office),  referred,  413-passed,  421 

$163  ("Hibbard"  and  "O'Meara"),  referred,  413-passed,  421 

$50  and  $125  (child  welfare),  referred,  432-passed,  439 


Insurance 

flat  rate  auto  insurance:    abolition  of  zoning  system,  replacing  with 

establishment  of  State  Protection  Fund,  order  passed,  362 
policies  in  old  age  assistance:  information  of  eligibility,  source  of 

payment  before  request  for  cancellation  for  old-age  assistance,  order 

passed,  280-message,  communication,  filed,  295 
rate  reduction  for  fire:  order  for  committee  to  investigate,  previous 

order  in  June,   1936,  and  remarks  included  in  notes,  passed,  20,  21 
revocation  of  license:  on  arbitrary  refusal  to  insure  after  examination 

by  Board  of  Appeal,  resolution,  referred  to  rules  committee,  18 
same  territorial  division  as  Milton,  thus  lowering  rates  for  automobiles 

for  Dorchester  residents,  order  passed,  362 
workingmen's  rates:  State  Insurance  Commission  investigate  rates  of 

Workmen's  Compensation  and  Liability  Insurance,  order  passed,  344 


Japanese  Goods 

superintendent  of  supplies:  against  purchasing,  order  passed,  407 

I  Jewish  Holiday  Food  Prices 

check  against  profiteering:  order  for  Necessities  of  Life  Commission 
to  check,  passed,  341 


i  Jitney  Licenses  Committee 

members:  Councilors   P.   A.    Murray,   chairman,   Selvitella,   Wilson, 

Dowd,  Kerrigan,  9 
petitions:  11,  27,  29,  51,  53,  69,  70,  73,  76,  91,  98,  104,  117,  129,  183, 

209,  222,  235,  309,  321,  340,  435,  443,  455,  461 
reports:  73,  97,  98,  183,  450,  456,  462,  469,  474 


Jitneys 

see  Busses 

John  Marshall  Special  Class  School,  Dorchester 

loan  rescission:  under  chap.  366,  Acts  of  1933,  amended  by  chapter  21, 
Acts  of  1933,  authority  to  borrow  in  excess  of  $110,000,  order  for 
rescission,  referred  to  executive  committee,  431-passed,  439 

Johnson  Bus  Lines,  Inc. 
petitions: 

Boston-Dedham  line  to  Park  sq.,  461-granted,  469 
Boston-Dedham  line,  State  Route  1  to  Park  sq.,  471-granted,  474 
Boston-Dedham  line  to  Forest  Hills  station,  471-granted,  474 
Boston-Dedham  line  to  terminus  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway,  455- 
granted,  462 
veto  of  withdrawn  petition,  476 


Jurors 

drawn  for  Superior  Civil  Court:  (71)10;   (76)36;   (83)63;   (77)124; 

(107)192;    (82;  314;    (75)351;    (81)390;    (92)428;    (74)453 
list  of  eligibles,  Document  57:  received  from  city  clerk  department, 

ordered  prepared  for  ballot  box,  268 
drawn  for  Superior  Criminal  Court:  (75)   9;     (69)  36;     (79)   63; 

(81)    124;   (105)    192;   (82)    227;   (62)    283;   (66)    314;  (77)    351;   (80) 

390;  (76)  428;   (100)  453 


Keeler,  Dr.  William 

resolution  of  City  Council  regretting  death  after  short  tenure  of  office  of 
health  commissioner,  unanimously  adopted  by  rising  vote,  62 


Kendall  Boiler  and  Tank  Company 

bond  of  indemnity  received  from  Metropolitan  District  Commission, 
filed,  43 


Kerrigan,  John  E.,  Councilor,  Ward  7 

ward  area:  South  Boston,  south 
committees  appointments: 

executive,  19 

constables,  consolidation  of  departments,  fire  insurance,  hospitals, 
finance,  jitney  licenses,  parks  and  playgrounds,  public  lands, 
chairman;  rules,  soldiers'  relief,  chairman;  tax  title  property, 
unclaimed  baggage,  19 

tax  appeals,  91 

voting  machines,  211 
improvement  orders,  Ward  7: 

for  details:  see  Streets,  Squares,  Parkways  and  Circles,  improve- 
ment, orders  passed 

Columbia  rd. ,  186 

Dorchester  ave.,  488 

Greenhalge  St.,  322,  375 

Harvest  St.,  81 

Howe  ave.,  171 

Humphreys  pi.,  322,  375 

Mitchell  St.,  247,  345 

Mt.  Vernon  St.,  Dorchester,  223  (with  Councilor  P.  J.  Fitzgerald) 

Old  Harbor  St.,  52 

Ramsey  at  Hamlet  St.,  light  to  replace  gas  lamp,  215 

Strandway,  225 

Von  Hillern  St.,  448 

Wendover  St.,  75,  76 

Wesley  St.,  to  Chmielinski  st.,  98 

West  Ninth  st..  52 
motions: 

complaints  about  old  age  visitor,  76 

expense'  of  housing  project,  278 

reports  of  committees:  executive,  bicycle  riding  in  Arnold  Arbore- 
tum, reference  to  executive  committee,  attended  by  park  com- 
missioner, 200 

sale  of  tax  title  property,  271 
orders: 

additional  life  guards,  244  (with  Councilor  G.  A.  Murray) 

board  ivalk,  City  Point,  244  (with  Councilor  G.  A.  Murray) 

coal  dust,  South  Boston,  426  (with  Councilor  G.  A.  Murray) 

condition,  South  Boston  beaches,  311  (with  Councilor  G.  A.  Murray) 

convenience  station,  Castle  Island,  202  (with  Councilor  G.  A.  Murray) 

election  of  president  for  1937,  1 

exorbitant  prices  for  beef  and  other  meat,  402 

Federal  control  of  Dorchester  Heights  pk.,  461  (with  Councilor  G.  A. 
Murray) 

fuel  orders  for  persons  on  relief,  374 

invitation  to  President,  32  (with  Councilor  G.  A.  Murray) 

leave  of  absence,  March  17,  97  (with  Councilor  G.  A.  Murray) 

legislation,  annuity  to  family  of  John  Francis,  late  member  fire 
department,  328 

life  guards,  South  Boston  beaches,  202  (with  Councilor  G.  A.  Murray) 

locker  building  repairs,  Columbus  pk.,  185 

naming  street  in  memory  of  Hon.  John  E.  Baldwin,  311  (with  Coun- 
cilor G.  A.  Murray) 

naming  South  Boston  street,  313 

naming  street  in  memory  of  Joseph  D.  Toomey,  311  (with  Councilor 
G.  A.  Murray) 

parking  on  Columbia  rd.,  199 

petition,  Stetson  Fuel  Corporation,  247  (with  Councilor  G.  A.  Murray) 

repair,  bridge  at  Columbia  rd.,  294 

safeguarding  bridges,  458  (with  Councilors  G   A.  Murray,  Brackman) 

sewerage  pollution  of  Harbor,  425  (with  Councilor  G.  A.  Murray) 

South  Boston  gymnasium,  202  (with  Councilor  G.  A.  Murray) 

survey,  bus  service,  Savin  Hill  and  Andrew  sq.  station,  323  (with 
Councilor  P.  J.  Fitzgerald) 

tax  appeals,  appraisal  services,  76 

traffic  sign,  Columbia  rd.  and  Pond  st.,  120  (with  P.  J.  Fitzgerald) 

traffic  policemen,  Strandway,  294  (with  Councilor  G.  A.  Murray) 

traffic  survey,  122 


KERRIGAN 


(24) 


LEGISLATIVE 


Kerrigan,  John  E.,  Councilor,  Ward  7,  Continued 

orders: 

transfer  of  Dorchester  Heights  to  United  States,   185   (with  Councilor 
G.  A.  Murray) 

White  Fuel  Corporation  licenses,  68  (with  Councilor  G.  A.  Murray) 
remarks: 

additional  life  guards,  244 

supplementary  appropriations,  242 

tax  appeals,  appraisal  services,  76,  77 

traffic  survey,  122 

White  Fuel  Corporation  licenses,  68 

W.  P.  A.  lay-offs,  273 
resolves: 

death  of  Doctor  Mackey,  117  (with  Councilor  G.  A.  Murray) 

Federal  control  of  Dorchester  Heights  pk.,  461  (with  Councilor  G.  A. 
Murray) 

payment  to  mother  of  Mary  Durant,  20 

payment  to  parents  of  Mary  G.  Durant,  150 

Kilroy,  James  J.,  Councilor,  Ward  11 

ward  area:  Roxbury  south,  and  Forest  Hills 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  19 

appropriations,  finance,  legislative  matters,  public  lands,  19 

voting  machines,  211 
amendments:  action  on  George  Robert  White  Fund,  awards,  150 
improvement  orders,  Ward  11: 

for  details:  see  Streets,  Squares,  Parkways  and  Circles,  improve- 
ment, orders  passed 

Columbus  ave.,  423 
orders: 

abolition  of  charges,  public  bath  houses,  311 

addition  to  Cornwell  st.  playground,  423,  424 

escalator,  Green  st.,  363  (with  Councilor  P.  A.  Murray) 

island,  Egleston  sq.,  82 

overpass,  Forest  Hills,  363  (with  Councilor  P.  A.  Murray) 

roping  off  Centre  St.,  98  (with  Councilors  P.  A.  Murray,  Doherty, 
Finley) 
points  of  information:  report  on  annual  budget,  147 
remarks: 

abatements  by  assessors,  482,  483 

abolition  of  charges,  public  bath  houses,  311 

island,  Egleston  sq.,  82 

re-employment  of  former  city  employees,  483 

report  on  annual  budget,  145 

reports  of  committees:  jitney  licenses,  73 

supplementary  appropriations,  241 


Law  Department 

amendment  to  gasoline  tax  law:  for  diverting  proceeds  for  two  years 
to  public  welfare  purposes,  order  for  draft  of  legislation,  passed,  447, 
448 

aid  to  aliens:    whether  optional  or  obligatory,  order  for  information, 

passed,  325,  326 
annuity  to  family  of  John  Francis:  order  to  draft  legislation,  passed, 

attacks  on  minors:  petition  for  mandatory  sentence  of  twenty-five 
years  and  for  examination  in  Psychopathic  hospital,  order  passed,  361 

Blue  Hill  ave.  widenings:   petition  for  legislation,  order  passed,  197 

codification  of  statutes:  order  for  copy  and  number  of  employees  and 
hours  of  work,  passed,  49 

Cushing  Hill,  Ward  16:  order  to  start  legal  steps  to  convert  property 
into  mothers'  rest  and  playground,  passed,  402 

expenditures  outside  budget:  for  abatement  service  experts,  legal 
expenses,  experts,  Land  Court  foreclosures,  title  examinations,  order 
passed,  313-message,  communication  and  report  filed,  345-347 

expense  of  court  case,  Daniel  F.  Bowen:  order,  no  action  for,  150 

expenses  relative  to  tax  title  property:  order  for  information,  passed, 
348 

five-day  week:  draw  up  legislation,  for  all  city  employees  except  police, 
fire,  school  and  other  departments  whose  duties  prevent  it,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  197;  order  for  five-day  week  during  June,  July, 
August,  197-reports  accepted,  orders  passed,  200 

illegal  operation  of  rendering  plants:  order  for  action  against  and 
enforcement  of  laws  relative,  referred  to  public  safety  committee, 
40,  41 

illegal  rental  collections:   order,  225-report  sent  Council,  330 

information  on  tax  title  property:   order  passed,  457,  458 

land   court  proceedings,   cost:  in  re  first  995  parcels  to  date  since 

October  7,  1935,  order  passed,  198-message  and  report  filed,  283 
legality  of  cancellation  of  oil  contracts:   83 
legality  of  Charlestown  bus  line:   City  sq.,  Charlestown  to  Chelsea 

sq.,  Chelsea,  order  to  ascertain,  passed,  76,  102,  149 


Law  Department,  Continued 

legality  of  ordinance:  limiting  payments  for  extra  work  to  10  per 
cent,  order  for  information  passed,  170-report  filed,  232,  233 

legal  status  of  advertised  but  unsold  properties:  order  for  infor- 
mation, passed,  224,  225 

Lot  134,  Wilmington  ave.:  tax  title  property  information,  ordsr 
passed,  191 

malt  licenses:  legislation  to  maintain  same  number  of  licenses  now  in 
effect,  order  passed,  423 

money  truck  guards:  legality  of  right  of  guards  not  members  of  police 
department  carrying  guns  on  streets,  order  for  information  passed,  324 

Old  Harbor  Village  taxes  and  service  charges:  report  filed,  391,  392, 
393 

ordinance,  outdoor  parking  licenses:  order  to  draft,  referred  to 
license  fees  committee,  422 

outdoor  parking  licenses:  draft  ordinance  for  observance  of  condi- 
tions upon  which  license  is  granted,  order  passed,  457 

reimbursement  for  illegal  rental  collection:  action  taken  in  re, 
order  passed,  225 

rejection,  old  age  pensions:  information  for  non-assistance,  order 
passed,  199 

statute  compilation  transfer  from  reserve  fund,  $10,000:  order 
referred  to  executive  committee,  409,  410-report  accepted,  motion  to 
reduce  number  for  each  Councilor,  reduced  from  5  to  2  lost,  vote 
doubted,  order  as  amended  leaving  number  of  copies  to  law  depart- 
ment, passed,  421 

Sunday  musical  entertainment  in  restaurants:  legality  and  source 
of  license  if  necessary,  order  passed,  448 

tax  abatements,  extension  of  time:  draft  legislation,  order  passed, 
422 

tax  appeals  appraisal  services:  order  to  reduce  or  eliminate  large 
expenditures  of  past  three  years,  referred  to  executive  committee,  76, 77 

tax  title  property  sales:   information,  two  orders  passed,  118,  119 

transfers: 

$1,275,  referred,  317-failed  to  pass,  328 
S930,  referred,  354-passed,  360 

Union  Freight  Railroad  franchise:  order  for  copy  for  City  Council, 
passed,  34-franchise  received,  filed,  84,  85,  86 

welfare  recipients:  attitude  toward  those  reco%'ering  verdicts  against 
city,  referred  to  executive  committee,  118-report  to  refer  to  welfare 
committee  accepted,  122 


Leases 

Canal  st.  property:    message,  communications  and  order  authorizing 

renewal  of  lease  at  53  to  85  Canal  St.  to  August,  1955  for  $6,000,  re- 
ferred to  committee  on  public  lands,  64,  65-report  accepted,  order 

rejected,  244 
Drake  school,  C  and  Third  sts.,  South  Boston:  to  Stephen  Darius 

Post  317,  American  Legion,  notice  filed,  435—order  for  lease  passed, 451 
Florence  Street  school,  Roslindale:    to  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars, 

John  T.  Fallon  Post  1050  for  five  years,  notice  received,  filed,  order 

to  authorize  lease,  passed,  165 
Jacob  Foss  school,  Charlestown:   to  Bunker  Hill  Post  26,  American 

Legion,  filed,  103-order  to  lease,  passed,  105 
Loonie  property,  Gibson  St.: 

date  of  lease,  annual  rental,  use  made  of  property,  amount  spent  for 
repair  of  roof  by  city  or  W.  P.  A.  funds,  order  for  information 
passed,  174 

duplicate  order  as  above,  passed,  276 
Mary  L.  Brock  school:   to  Brighton-Allston  Post  17,  American  Legion 

as  headquarters,  notice  209— order  passed,  211 
police  station  8  to  American  Legion,  North  End  Post:  for  five  years 

at  $1  per  year,  order  for  lease  for  headquarters,  passed,  201,  202- 

message  with  veto,  filed,  203 
Sharp  school  to  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  Boston  Police  Post 

1018:  petition  filed,  415 
Washington-AUston   annex:  by   school   committee   to    Veterans   of 

Foreign  Wars,  Allston   Post,   669-renewal,   order  to  authorize  lease, 

passed,  165 

Leather 

measurers  appointed,  confirmed:  Ward,  Walter  J.,  441—451 

Leave  of  Absence 

March  17:  order  city  employees  who  can  be  spared  without  loss  of  pay, 
passed,  97 

Legislative  Acts,  Bills,  General  Laws 

Act,  United  State  Housing,  1937:  transfer,  $2,500,  from  reserve  fund, 
378 


LEGISLATIVE 
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Legislative  Acts,  Bills,  General  Laws,  Continued 

1891  Acts,  chap.  93,  Special  Acts  of  1916,  chap.  267,  and  Acts  of 

1931,  chap.  225:    borrowing  capacity  of  city,  70 
1913  Acts,   chap.    117:    appropriation  for  cemetery  division  of  park 

department  from  cemetery  fund  income,  $40,000,  84 

Acts  1917,  chap.  196:  sidewalk  construction,  Ward  16,  237 

Lien  Act  1923:   collection  of  water  rates  unpaid,  11,  12 

Acts  1930,  chap.  178,  sect.  1  and  sect.  5,  chap.  224,  Acts  of  1936: 
sewerage  loan,  $600,000  and  $162,026.50  by  tax  of  valuation  of  city 
for  1936,  13,  14 

Acts  1933,  chap.  49,  amended  by  Acts  of  1936,  chap.  281:    for 

deficits  caused  by  tax  abatements,  $1,300,000,  message  and  order, 
referred  to  finance  committee,  203 

Acts  1933,  chap.  366,  sect.  2  of  part  I:  street  reconstruction  see  Street 
Reconstruction  (No.  4205),  1934  Index  of  Proceedings 

Acts  1933,  sect.  2,  part  I  of  chap.  366:  appropriation  for  Robert 
Gould  Shaw  school,  86,  87 

1936  Acts,  sect.  I,  chap.  281  amending  1933  Acts,  sect.  2,  chap.  49: 

upon   approval   of   Emergency   Finance   Board,   $1,000,000   loan   for 
supplementary  budget,  referred  to  appropriations  committee,  87-90 
Acts  1936,  chap.  281,  sect.  1  amending  sect.  2,  chap.  49,  Acts  1933: 
securing  approval  of  Emergency  Finance  Board  of  $1,000,000  loan  to 
reduce  amount  necessary  to  be  raised  by  taxes,  138 

1937  Acts,  chap.  10:  $1,400  reimbursement  for  liquor  license  to  Miriam 
L.  Shapiro,  paid  but  not  used,  passed,  70 

Acts  1937,  chap.  77,  sect.  1 :  absentee  voting  in  city  elections,  456,  457 
Acts  1937,  chap.  107:   outside  debt  limit  loan,  $207,000  for  H,  relief 

projects,  378 
1937  Acts,  chap.  159:  subway  extension,  Huntington  ave.,  amendment 

of  part  II,  chap.  366,  Acts  of  1933,  126 
1937  Acts,  chap.  160:   an  extension  of  period  within  which  the  City  of 

Boston  may  borrow  money  for  Airport  purposes,  order  for  acceptance, 

referred  to  executive  committee,  176 
Acts  1937,  chap.  163:   payments  under  the  Boston  Retirement  Act  for 

incapacity  or  death  due  to  accident  or  hazard  peculiar  to  the  members' 

employment,  171 
Acts  1937,  chap.  173:  Commonwealth  and  Massachusetts  aves.  under- 
pass, 193,  194 
Acts  1937,  chap.  190:  salaries  of  principal  assessors,  178-passed,  226 
Acts,    1937,    chap.    222:    refund  to  Dooley  Brothers,  Inc.,  contract 

deposit,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  185 
Acts  1937,  chap.  292:  lease  of  Dedham  and  Hyde  Park  Gas  and  Electric 

Light  Company,  referred  to  executive  committee,  439 
Acts  1937,  chap.  368:    pensioning  Daniel  J.  McDonald,  237 
General  Laws,  chap.  33,  sect.  6:   militia  enrollment,  1937,  131,  142, 

from  assessing  department,  filed,  268 
General  Laws,  chap.  44:    appropriation  equivalent  to  ten  cents  on 

valuation  of  city  for  previous  year,  13,  14 
General  Laws,  sect.  23,  chap.  54:    election  supervisors  at  $9  for 

special  election,  Ward  9,  171 
General  Laws,  chap.  90:  state  aid  in  road  building,  186 
General  Laws,  chap.  115:  soldiers'  and  sailors'  relief  allowances 
General  Laws,  chap.   121,  sect.  26-T:    transfer  $1,000  to  housing 

authority,  referred  to  executive  committee,  470-passed,  474 
House  Bill  784:  facilitation  of  sales  of  tax  title  properties,  50-passed,  53 
House  Bill  1194:    salary  raise  for  assessors,  resolution  opposing  raise, 

referred  to  executive  committee,  94,  95— report  accepted,  order  passed, 

97 
House  Bill  1200:   order  for  Mayor  to  appoint  a  member  of  law  depart- 
ment to  appear  in  opposition  to  bill  seeking  to  abolish  some   powers 

of  local  health  board,  passed,  96,  97 


Legislative  Matters  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Shattuck,  chairman,  P.  J.  Fitzgerald,  Kilroy, 
John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Gleason,  19-Councilor  Harris  vice  Richard  D. 
Gleason,  deceased,  January,  1937,  191 


Library  Department 

trustee  appointed:  Rev.  Robert  H.  Lord  for  five  years,  filed,  195 
branch,  Cedar  Grove,  Cushing  Hill  section:  order  passed,  426 
branch,   Forest   Hills,   Ward    19:  order   passed,   425-message,   com- 
munication, filed,  430 
delivery  of  books  in   Meeting  Hill  section  of  Dorchester:  order 

passed,  474 
recondition,  West  End  branch:  order  for  loan  of  $50,000,  referred  to 

finance  committee,  388 
transfers,    H,    relief   projects    to    police    department,    H,    relief 
projects:  $1,000,  referred,  432-passed,  439 


Library  Department,  Continued 

transfers  between  departmental,  H,  relief  projects: 

to  auditing  department,  $500:  message,  order  referred  to  executive 

committee,  353-passed;  360 
to  election  department,  $1,000:  message,  order  referred  to  executive 

committee,  353-passed,  360 
to  hospital  department,  $5,000:  message,  order  referred  to  executive 

committee,  353-passed,  360 
to  street  laying-out  department,  $150:  message,  order  referred  to 

executive  committee,  353-passed,  360 
to  soldiers'  relief  department,  $100:  message,  order  referred  to 

executive  committee,  353-passed,  360 
to  public  works  department:  $3,500  (H,  relief  projects),  referred, 

396-passed,  406 


Licensing  Board 

transfers:  $750,  referred,  395-motion  for  separate  vote,  order  passed, 
407 


Licenses  and  Executive  Permits 

applications:  resolution   favoring  legislation  limiting  to  once  a  year 

upon  refusal  of  liquor  license  applications,  passed,  48 
bootblacks:  (6)39;   (6)94;   (7)182;   (5)246;   (7)340;   (5)415;   (5)450 

(1)  478 
building  extension,  30  Birch  st.,  West  Roxbury:  request  forwarded 

from   public  works   commissioner  preambles   and   order,   referred  to 

public  lands  committee,  218 
carnivals:  issuance   to  legitimate   charity   or   fraternal   organizations 

upon  request,  order  passed,  222,  223 
child  performer  petitions  granted: 

Achnell,  B.,  209-214 

Andren,  Gerda  E.,  182-188 

Archon,  D.  J.  J.,  29-33 

Belangeis,  Alice  M.,  235-238 

BlEBER,  SANDA,  117 

Breiding,  Viola  K.,  220 

Brymer,  Kathryn,  220 

Campbell,  Mary,  220 

Carmichael,  Louise  A.,  182-188 

Carney,  Ellen  F.,  235-238 

Chiampa,  Lillian  Arden,  209-214 

Connell,  Margaret  T.,  220 

Curren,  Josette  P.,  117 

Daly,  Lola  M.,  220 

Davenport,  Mildred,  182-188 

DePetro,  Gertrude  Dolan,  195-200 

Fay,  Kathryn  E.,  220 

Fogg,  Post  Cecil  W.,  129-138 

Foster,  Doris  E.  V.,  165-171 

Geo  an,  Ethel,  246-246  " 

Gould,  Lester  P.,  29-33;  235-238;  259 

Govone,  A.  Marie,  220 

Greene,  Anna  M.,  70-granted,  70;  220 

Hall,  Lucille  Perry,  195-200 

Hayes,  Mary  V.,  209-214 

Henderson,  Madeline,  220 

Horlick,  Sara,  209-214 

Leavis,  Edith  M.,  235-238 

Leeman,  Adrienne  K.,  235-238 

Livingston,  Marie  Ryan,  182-188 

Louqhran,  Ursula  M.,  209-214 

Mann,  Rosalie,  220 

Masterson,  Bernadette,  246-246 

McShane,  Ruth  M.,  14-21;  182-188 

O'Gorman,  Katherine  T.,  220 

Oliver,  Dohothy  M.,  235-238 

Philbrook,  Lulu,  195-200 

Pransky,  Freyda,  195-200 

Ring,  Mary  E.,  220 

Robertee,  Patience  A.,  220 

Rose,  Lyllian  F.,  195-200 

Rotch,  Charles  M.,  117 

Russell,  Benjamin  H.,  182-188 

Sacco,  Mildred  C,  29-33;  220 


LICENSES 
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Licenses  and  Executive  Permits,  Continued 
child  performer  petitions  granted: 

Sidman,  Rose  E.,  246-246 

Simpson,  H.  B.,  220 

Smith,  Mrs.  B.,  103-112 

Smith,  Rev.  John  Jacob,  461-461 

Staley,  Delbert  M.,  209-214 

Strdtz-Ruby  Dancing  School,  220 

Taylor,  Ruth,  129-138;  461-461 

Viles,  Lilafrances,  103-112 

Warden,  Phyllis,  220 

Wyman  Lilla  Viles,  182-188 

Youth  Agencies  Council,  Leisure  Time  Show,  443-444 

Zweig,  Rose,  195-200 
Fenway  Auto  Park,  95  Brookline  ave. :  near  Braves  Field,  order  to 

consider  discontinuing  license,  passed,  248 
malt  licenses:   legislation  to  maintain  same  number  of  licenses  now  in 

effect,  order  passed,  423 
newsboys:  (65)  39;    (41)  94;    (44)  182;    (34)  246;    (51)  340;    (32)  415; 

(23)  450;   (8)  478 
outdoor  parking  licenses:  three  conditions  for  granting,  order  passed, 

457 
revocation,   White   Fuel   Corporation:  order,   page   379,    1936   Pro- 
ceedings-message and  report  from  law  department,  67,  68-order  for 

revocation,  passed,  68 
Sunday  sports: 

American  League  Baseball  Company,  91-report  accepted,  license, 
granted,  97-122-liability  policy  approved,  127 

Boston  American  League  Baseball  Company,  359-granted,  385 

National   League   Baseball  Club   op   Boston,    Inc.,    103-report 
accepted,  leave  granted,  122— liability  policy  approved,  127 
transient  vendors:  Berny,  Michael  A.,  and  Mary  Saunders,  filed,  439 


License  Fees  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Wilson,  chairman,  Roberts,  McGrath,  Selvitella, 

Brackman,  19 
petition:  103 
report:  483,  484 


Lien  Act,  1923 

order  for  legislation  to  correct  present  Act  in  re  collection  of  unpaid 
water  rates,  accepted  by  City  Council,  September  11,  1923,  passed, 
11,  12 


Life  Guards 

see  South  Boston,  life  guards 

Listing  Board  of  Boston 
member  appointed:  Frederic  E.  Dowling,  195 

Loans 

anticipation  of  taxes,  $40,000,000:  order  read  once,  passed,  7-second 
final  reading,  passed,  24 

$5,000,000  anticipation  of  taxes:  for  current  expenses,  message  and 
order  referred  to  executive  committee,  449-report  accepted,  order 
rejected,  order  for  substitute  order  ($1,500,000)  rejected,  motion  for 
resubmission  of  85,000,000  order  lost,  motion  to  place  on  next  meeting 
calendar  denied,  452 

anticipation  of  taxes:  $2,000,000  addition  to  $36,500,000  of  authorized 
$40,000,000,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  453-reported, 
new  draft  for  $1,500,000,  passed,  462-order  ($1,500,000)  finally  read, 
passed,  467 

Boston  Airport  improvement  loan,  $220,000:  see  Loans,  outside 
debt  limit 

Boston  city  hospital,  $2,500,000:  order  for  appropriation,  referred  to 

finance  committee,  31 
Charlesbank  beach  improvements,  $75,000:  order  for  appropriation, 

referred  to  finance  committee,  292 
Commonwealth  Avenue  underpass:  see  Loans,  outside  debt  limit 
$50,000    traffic    signals    appropriation:  order    referred    to    finance 

committee,  80,  81-report  accepted,  order  passed,   169-final  reading 

and  passage,  183-message,  veto,  filed,  203 
H,  relief  projects,  $207,000:  see  Loans,  outside  debt  limit 
H,  relief  projects  in  assessing,  traffic,  hospital,  institutions  and 

park    departments,    $142,000:  message    and    order,    referred    to 

executive  committee,  353,  354-order  as  submitted,  rejected,  360 


Loans,  Continued 

John  Marshall  Special  Class  school:  Proceedings  1933,  pages  265- 
267,  281,  393,  402,  428-1937  Proceedings,  431,  439,  444 

new  police  station  4,  La  Orange  St.:  order  referred  to  finance  com- 
mittee, 387 

$1,000,000  appropriation  to  reduce  amount  necessary  from 
taxation  limit:  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  177,  178- 
report  accepted,  order  rejected,  188 

public  works  department  with  H,  relief  projects  items,  $65,000: 

message,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  354-order  as  sub- 
mitted by  the  Mayor,  rejected,  360 

outside  debt  limit: 

Boston  Airport  improvement  loan,  $220,000:  outside  debt  limit, 
message  with  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  232-report 
accepted,  order  passed,  239-final  reading,  passed,  269 

Commonwealth  Avenue  underpass:  message,  preambles  and 
resolution  approving  legislation  authorizing,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  26,  27-report  accepted,  referred  to  public  safety  com- 
mittee, 34 

deficit  due  to  tax  abatements,  $1,300,000:  message  with  order, 
referred  to  finance  committee,  203-report  accepted,  order  passed, 
238-final  reading,  passed,  269-approval,  Emergency  Finance 
Board,  filed,  309 

H,  relief  projects  expenses,  $207,000:  message,  order,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  378-read  once,  passed,  385— passed,  422- 
approval  of  Emergency  Finance  Board,  filed,  435 

public  welfare,  soldiers'  benefits,  unemployment  relief: 
message  and  resolution  for  authority,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 55-report  accepted,  resolution  passed,  61,  62-passed  finally, 
221-notice  of  approval  by  Emergency  Finance  Board,  filed,  246; 
order,  $1,000,000  for  central  office,  referred  to  executive  committee, 
289-report  accepted,  order  passed,  291-passed  on  second  reading, 
321-notice  of  approval  by  Emergency  Finance  Board,  340 

Suffolk  County  Court  House:  message,  preambles  and  resolution 
for  temporary  borrowing  in  anticipation  of  receipts  from  Common- 
wealth and  Federal  Government,  referred  to  executive  committee, 
26,  27-report  accepted,  referred  to  public  safety  committee,  34 

police  department,  $5,041,364.17:  anticipation  of  taxes,  maintenance 
expenses,  passed,  110,  111,  112 

public  welfare  department  with  H,  relief  projects  items, 
$2,050,000:  message,  order,  referred  to  executive  committee,  354- 
order  in  new  draft,  outside  debt  limit,  passed,  360— passed,  384- 
approval,  Emergency  Finance  Board,  filed,  398 

public  welfare,  soldiers  benefits,  unemployment  relief:  see  Loans, 
outside  debt  limit 

renewal,  $3,000,000  tax  title  loan,  notice  of  approval  of  Emergency 
Finance  Board,  filed,  290-approval  of  Board,  435 

rescissions  of  Federal  loans:  see  Rescissions  of  Federal  Loans,  W.  P.  A. , 
Acts  of  1933 

rescissions  loans  of  1935:  new  city  hall  (see  pages  326-327,  339, 
361-362,  384-386,  418-419  Proceedings.  1935),  $2,500,000  and  plans, 
$60,000,  order  to  request  Mayor  to  submit  rescission  orders,  passed,  105 

Robert  Qould  Shaw  school  loan,  $142,000:  86,  87,  97,  117,  431, 
439,  444 

sewerage  works,  $162,026.50:  order,  referred  to  finance  committee, 
13,  14-report  accepted,  order  rejected  without  prejudice,  30-message 
and  resubmission  of  order,  referred  to  finance  committee,  38,  39- 
report  accepted,  motion  to  send  to  executive  committee,  with  public 
works  commissioner  present,  lost,  46,  47— order  rejected,  47— order 
resubmitted,  referred  to  executive  committee,  56,  57,  58-statement 
submitted,  filed,  58-submitted,  filed,  58-finance  commission  report, 
filed,  58,  59-executive  committee  report  accepted,  order  passed,  62 

sewerage  works,  $600,000:  order  for,  referred  to  finance  committee, 
13,  14-report  accepted,  rejected  without  prejudice,  30-message  with 
resubmission  of  order,  referred  to  finance  committee,  38,  39— report 
accepted,  motion  to  send  to  executive  committee,  with  public  works 
commissioner  present,  lost,  46,  47— order  rejected,  47— order  resub- 
mitted, referred  to  finance  committee,  56,  57,  58-order  rejected, 
106-109 

sewerage  works,  $100,000:  Acts  1936,  chap.  178,  sect,  1,  also  chap.  224 
sect.  5,  cooperation  with  Federal  government,  order  for  appropriation 
by  loan-suBSTiTUTE  order  for  $600,000  ruled  out  of  order,  original 
order  ($100,000)  passed,  109,  110-second  reading,  passed,  131 

sewerage  works,  $450,000:  message  and  order,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  262-report  recommending  new  order  for  $25,000  accepted, 
order  for  $25,000  passed,  280-read  finally,  passed,  291 

sewerage  works,  $425,000: 

order  referred  to  finance  committee,  280-report  accepted,  offering 
new  order  for  $100,000,  order  passed,  321-second  passing,  340,  341 
message,  order,  $425,000,  referred  to  finance  committee,  412-report 
with  new  draft  of  order,  $75,000,  passed,  440-previous  order  for 
$425,000  rejected,  440-$75,000,  substitute  order,  passed  on  final 
reading,  444 

$350,000  sewerage  loan:  order  under  sect.  1,  chap.  178,  Acts  of  1930, 
and  sect.  5,  chap.  224,  Acts  of  1936,  referred  to  finance  committee, 
440-report  accepted,  new  draft  for  $75,000,  order  passed,  456-read 
finally,  passed,  467 
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oans,  Continued 

$275,000  sewerage  loan:  order  under  sect.  1,  chap.  178,  Acts  of  1930, 
and  sect.  5,  chap.  224,  Acts  of  1936,  referred  to  finance  committee, 
456— message  urging  passage,  referred  to  finance  committee,  on  motion 
referred  to  executive  committee,  460,  461-report  accepted,  message 
filed,  461 

$180,000  sewerage  loan:  finance  committee  submitted  new  draft, 
$180,000,  amended  to  $100,000,  amendment  rejected,  order  ($180,000) 
passed,  462,  463-motion  for  reconsideration  carried,  Colonel  Sullivan 
and  Mr.  Dakin  called  to  executive  committee  meeting,  finally  read  and 
passed,  473,  474 

supplementary  budget,  $22,388.97:  statistics  department,  $2,338.97; 
(2)  county  departments,  $20,000,  order  referred  to  appropriations 
committee,  203,  204 

tax  title  loan,  $1,000,000: 

approval  of  Emergency  Finance  Board  sought,  order  referred  to 
appropriations  committee,  87-90-report  accepted,  reference  to 
executive  committee  ordered,  131 
new  drafts  for  loan  to  be  used  to  reduce  taxation,  necessary  for  ordi- 
nary maintenance,  report  accepted,  order  passed,  138-second  read- 
ing, passed,  182 
notice  of  approval  of  Emergency  Finance  Board  for  borrowing,  filed, 
235 

tax  title  property,  $500,000:  message,  order  for  approval,  Emergency 
Finance  Board,  referred  to  executive  committee,  338-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  345-approval  from  Board  received,  filed,  383 

lax  title  property  ($14,500)  for  park  department:  order  for  approval 
of  Emergency  Finance  Board,  referred  to  executive  committee,  339- 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  345-orders  for  approval  and  loan, 
passed  on  final  reading,  359,  360-approval  from  Board  received, 
filed,  383 

tax  title  property,  $1,000,000:  approval  of  Emergency  Finance  Board 
of  loan  for  revenue  loan  purposes,  order  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 395-passed,  406-passed,  422-approval  by  Emergency  Finance, 
filed,  435 

under  chap.  366,  Acts  1933:  Practical  Arts  school  loan  $156,500; 
order  to  engage  in  project,  referred  to  finance  committee,  125,  126- 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  196-final  reading,  passed,  221 

under  Acts  1933,  chap.  366,  sect.  2  of  part  I :  street  reconstruc- 
tion: order  to  engage  in  street  reconstruction  project,  $870,000, 
referred  to  finance  committee,  218-report  against  with  new  drafts, 
$850,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  269 

West  End  library  branch,  $50,000:  order,  referred  to  finance  com- 
mittee, 388 

William  Howard  Taft  school,  $446,000  loan:  order  to  engage  in 
public  works  project,  referred  to  finance  committee,  181-report 
accepted,  approval  passed,  196-final  reading,  passed,  221 

W.  P.  A.  for  traffic  signals:  $150,000  additional  lights,  order  to 
consider,  passed,  244 


,ong  Island  Hospital 

guards  assigned  to  patients  from   Deer  Island,  House  of  Correction, 

order  to  consider,  passed,  117 
investigation    committee    appointment    ordered,    referred    to    hospital 

committee,  60 


.oonie,  M.  H. 

order  not   to  dispense   with  advertising  or  make   contract  for  use  of 
truck  for  a  year  at  $4,320,  referred  to  executive  committee,  22 


uoonie  Property 
Qibson  St.:  see  Leases,  Loonie  property,  Gibson  st. 


MVlackey,  Dr.  Charles  E. 

resolution  adopted  by  City  Council  expressing  deep  regret  at  untimely 
death,  117 


Wanning,  Joseph  P. 

notice  of  interest  in  contracts  for  tobacco  notifier,  trustee  of  Boston 
city  hospital,  filed,  309 


Marconi,  Marquis  Quglielmo 

City  Council  resolution  expressing  deep  regret  at  death  of  great  inventive 
genius,  passed,  311 


Market  Department 

transfers: 

$4.69,  referred,  290-passed,  291 
$10,  referred,  432-passed,  439 

Married  Women  in  City  Employment 

resolution,  favoring  legislation  prohibiting,  except  in  necessitous  cases, 
passed,  72,  73 

Maryland  Casualty  Company 

release  of  sureties,  Ballard  Oil  Burning  Equipment  Company, 
$20,000:  message,  preambles  and  order  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 78,  79-report  accepted,  order  passed,  112 

release  of  sureties,  Hanley  Oil  Company:  message,  preambles  and 
order  referred  to  executive  committee,  78,  79,  80-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  112 

Massachusetts,  Commonwealth  of 

see  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Mayor,  The  Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield 
annual  address:  1  to  7,  inclusive 
appointments: 

constables:  25,  43,  68,  151,  152,  176,  177,  227,  261,  329,  365,  377, 
409,  428,  441,  449,  460 

departmental:  (3)  8;  (3)  44,  70,  80,  129,  165;  (18)  195,  196,  290,  359, 
390,  450 

minor:  7,  13,  25,  39,  55,  68,  84,  94,  116;  City  Document  No.  53,  151, 
176,  203,  227,  246,  261,  287,  329,  340,  377,  390,  428,  441, 449, 450,  460 
jurors  drawn:  9,  36,  63,  124,  192,  227,  283,  314,  351,  390,  428,  453 
messages  and  communications: 

active  public  welfare,  295 

additional  appropriation,  Boston  Housing  Authority,  378 

additional  trucks  for  "clean-up"  campaign,  194 

alien  welfare  assistance,  331,  332,  333 

ambulance  service,  Boston  Garden,  68 

appointments:  287,  314;  to  Boston  Housing  Authority,  193;  John 
Carroll,  124;  Bradbury  F.  Cushing,  124 

appropriation:  for  "clean-up"  units,  194;  compilation  of  special 
statutes,  409;  cemetery  division,  84;  mosquito  control  work,  66; 
municipal  employment  bureau,  43,  195,  231,  412,  454,  455  (Acting 
Mayor  John  I.  Fitzgerald);  Parkman  Fund,  430,  454,  465,  476; 
Robert  Gould  Shaw  School,  86;  sewerage  works,  56,  57,  58 

arc  light,  St.  Hugh's  church,  234  (Acting  Mayor  John  I.  Fitzgerald! 

bathing  conditions,  World  War  Memorial  pk.,  316 

benches,  Charlesbank,  331 

bids  on  garbage  contracts,  Dorchester  district,  231 

board  walk,  Father  O'Connor  circle,  262 

borrowing  for  airport  purposes,  176 

borrowing  outside  debt  limit,  55 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  bus  petition,  476 

Boston  Ice  Company  permit,  393 

branch  library,  Forest  Hills,  430 

budget  transfers,  339 

bus  line:  to  Carson  beach  and  L  Street  baths,  286;  to  Columbia 
station,  329;  Savin  Hill,  331 

change:  County  Compensation  Plan,  352,  353;  393;  car  rails  on  Blue 
Hillave.,  263 

Charlestown  dwelling  locations,  414 

citizens  on  welfare  rolls,  329 

city  use  of  telephone,  115 

closing  dumps,  284-286 

codification  of  statutes,  65 

collection  of  certain  rentals,  330 

communication:  at  the  request  of  Senator  Burke,  326;  loan  orders 
sewerage,  45,  46 

compensation  of  election  supervisors,  465 

construction,  Humphreys  pi.  and  Greenhalge  st.,  351,  352 

cost  of  land  court  proceedings,  283 

county  classification  amendments,  410 

deficit  caused  by  abatement  of  taxes,  203 

departmental  transfers,  354,  355 

Dorchester  Heights  as  national  shrine,  286,  287 

Dorchester  and  West  Roxbury  bus  service,  429 

dump,  Victory  rd.,  379,  380 

East  Boston  postal  station,  65 

$870,000  for  reconstruction  of  streets,  218  (Acting  Mayor  John  I. 
Fitzgerald) 

electric  light,  Blue  Hill  ave.  and  Havelock  st.,  377 

escalator,  Boston  Elevated,  429 

extension:  building,  30  Birch  st.,  218  (Acting  Mayor  John  I.  Fitz- 
gerald); bus  line  to  Ashmont  station,  263;  hours,  municipal  build- 
ing, 299;  time  of  reinstatement,  W.  P.  A.,  430 

fence:  Scarboro  Pond,  352;  Walworth  st.  bridge,  393 

Fenway  Auto  park,  283,  284 

financing  new  court  house  and  Commonwealth  ave,  underpasB,  25, 
26,  27 
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Mayor,  The  Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Continued 
messages  and  communications: 

fire  menace,  Glover  Corner  section,  63 

fire  station,  Orient  Heights,  267 

five-day  work  week,  288;  printing  department,  460 

franchise  of  Union  Freight  Railroad,  84 

furnishing  bathing  suits,  295,  296 

grant  agreement,  South  Boston  high  school,  261,  262 

grant  for  police  communications  system,  66 

Hancock  St.  yard  building,  69 

ice  for  drinking  fountains,  249 

information:  from  departments,  126;  from  department  heads,  27 

improvements:  Carter  playground,  299;  Cedar  pk.,  377,  378;  Colum- 
bus ave.  playground,  299;    Sullivan  sq.  playground,  286 

installation,  safety  island,  Washington  and  River  sts.,  300 

interest  rate,  unpaid  taxes,  410 

land,  Prince  st.  for  playground  purposes,  289 

lease  of  Canal  st.  property,  64,  65 

life  insurance  of  applicants  for  old  age  assistance,  295 

list,  foreclosed  tax-title  properties,  309 

loan:  for  airport  improvements,  232;  anticipation  of  taxes,  449,  453; 
appropriation  order,  welfare  and  relief  items,  353,  354;  order, 
$1,000,000,  177,  178;  public  welfare  department,  289;  relief  pro- 
jects, 378;  sewerage  works,  412;  William  Howard  Taft  school, 
Brighton,  180;    sewerage  works,  262 

meetings,  overseers  of  public  welfare,  409 

new  councilor,  Mildred  M.  Harris,  151 

"No  Parking"  signs,  Chambers  St.,  178 

number,  tax  titles  to  be  redeemed,  86 

offers  of  purchase  of  tax-title  properties,  204  to  209,  470,  471 

openings,  Centre  st.  island,  209 

ordinance  limiting  extra  payments  to  10  per  cent,  232,  233 

outstanding  taxes,  vacant  land,  Pleasant  Hill  ave.,  263 

playground,  Ward  9,  179;   Ward  19,  193 

portable  building,  Longfellow  school  grounds,  460 

post  office,  East  Boston,  297,  298 

price  of  bread,  217  (acting  Mayor  John  I.  Fitzgerald) 

proposed  new  post  office,  East  Boston,  25 

proposed  release  of  U.  S.  Fidelity  &  Guaranty  Company,  232 

protection  of  W.  P.  A.  workmen,  115;  on  Wood  ave.,  103 

public  landing  pier,  North  Ferry,  393 

public  welfare  working  schedule,  330,  331 

Randidge  Fund  excursions,  260 

refund  of  taxes  paid  erroneously,  287 

release:  of  bond,  Hanley  Oil  Company,  296;  rights  of  abutting  owners, 
Col  well  ave.,  55;  of  sureties  on  bonds,  78,  79,  80,  91;  American 
Surety  Company,  126 

remodeling  Police  Stations  3  and  10,  115 

removal:  Elevated  abandoned  rails,  315;  ragweed,  284 

renaming  Madison  pk.,  378 

repair:  bridge  at  Columbia  rd.,  299;  Head  House  pier,  Marine  pk., 
South  Boston,  283;  Shaw  monument,  430,  431 

repaving  streets,  Ward  12  and  19 

report  on  law  department  expenses,  345-347 

rescission:  loan  order  for  schools,  431;  balances  of  W.  P.  A.,  287; 
loan  orders,  449,  450 

reserve  and  contingency  fund  appropriations,  127,  128 

resurfacing:  Glenarm  st.,  429;  streets,  330;  (6),  377 

roller  skating  on  playgrounds,  125 

salaries  of  assessors,  178 

sale:  Deer  Island  pigs,  7,  177,  249;  land  to  Downes  Realty  Cor- 
poration, 298;  absolete  X-ray  films,  218  (Acting  Mayor  John  I. 
Fitzgerald);  tax-title  property,  249,  250,  251,  252,  253;  328  Harrison 
ave.,  296,  297,  301-309,  318-320,  333-337,  355-359,  396,  397,  432, 
433,  434,  441,  442,  443;  West  Roxbury  land,  84 

sewerage  loan,  460 

sewer  work  off  Pleasant  Hill  ave.,  193 

South  Boston  Flats  expenditures,  316 

Stony  Brook  building  license,  301 

subway  extension,  126 

summer  schedule,  county  departments,  351 

Sunday  opening  of  bath  houses,  299 

supplemental  budget  recommendations,  87,  90,  153-164;  police 
department,  179;  203,  204,  219  (Acting  Mayor  John  I.  Fitzgerald), 
227,  228,  229;   W.  P.  A.  projects,  229,  230 

tax  abatements  over  $10,000,  86 

tax  title:  information,  233,  234  (Acting  Mayor  John  I.  Fitzgerald) 

tax  title  loan:  $500,000,338;  to  meet  revenue  loan,  395;  park  depart- 
ment, 338,  339 

tax-title  property  rentals,  66 

taxes,  charges,  Old  Harbor  Village,  391,  392,  393 

telephones  in  use,  1927-1936,  176 

traffic:  department  budget,  231;  conditions,  West  Roxbury,  7;  lights, 
Roxbury,  56;  Ward  4,  68;  Ward  6,  68;  Ward  14,  68;  lights,  Eliot 
sq.,  315;  Wards  16  and  17,  28,  29;  stop  sign,  Seaver  st.,  25;  traffic 
study,  352 

transfer:  to  contingent  fund,  318,  297;  departmental  appropriations, 
266,  289,  290,  379,  395,  317,  318,  412,  413,  414,  431;  Boston  Housing 
Authority,  470;  election  department,  430;  for  employment  bureau, 
338;  park  department  funds,  178;  control  of  certain  intersections, 
27,  28;  Parkman  Fund,  178,  288,  396;  public  works  department, 
396;  South  Bay  proceedings,  300,  301;  statistics  chairman,  338; 
for  traffic  commission,  266;    various  department  relief  items,  353 

tribute  to  children  in  Texas  disaster,  125,  152 

underpass,  Commonwealth  and  Massachusetts  aves.,  193,  194 

Union  Freight  Railroad  franchise,  287 

United  States  Housing  Act  of  1937,  179 


Mayor,  The  Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Continued 

messages  and  communications: 

use,  rat  poison  in  schools,  429 

wading  pool,  Franklin  pk.,  331 

Weld  st.  bus  service,  27 

West  Roxbury  bus  stop,  69 

White  Fuel  Corporation  licenses,  67 

Wilmington  ave.  lots,  165 

wire  fence,  Charlesbank  beach,  262 

withdrawal  of  orders  re  Suffolk  County  Compensation  Plan,  443 

P.  W.  A.  loan  for  practical  arts  school,  125 

W.  P.  A.  reductions.  267 
removal  from  office:    Egan,  James  J.,  school  buildings  commission, 

filed,  8 
transfer:   $80,  referred,  355-passed,  360 
vetoes: 

barber  shop  ordinance,  465,  476,  477 

Bennington  st.  sidewalk,  391 

Bremen  st.  edgestones,  391 

disapproval  of  Francis  annuity,  329 

$50,000  for  traffic  fights,  203 

Hancock  st.  baby  clinic,  63 

Hart  Bus  Line  petition,  460 

increase  of  firemen's  pensions,  125 

Johnson  Bus  Lines  petition,  476 

lease  of  land,  police  station  8,  203 

ordinance  changing  council  attaches'  salaries,  25 

ordinance  concerning  employees,  454 

Orient  ave.  edgestones,  390,  391 

proposed  ordinance,  deputy  sealers'  salaries,  314 

Sever  st.  sidewalk,  391 

sidewalk,  55,  261;   Fourth  st.  near  K  St.,  Ward  6,  314,  315;   Norfolk 
St.,  351;  Park  st,,  Ward  17,  428;  471,  476 

traffic  fight,  West  End,  125 

transfer  from  transit  department,  152 


Mayor's  Office  Expenses 

itemized  account  for  past  13  months:  order  for,  from  auditing  de- 
partment, referred  to  executive  committee,  76-report  accepted,  order 
withdrawn,  order  rejected,  112 


Mayoral  Succession 

resolution  disfavoring  a  mayor  of  Boston  to  succeed  himself,  referred  to 
legislative  matters  committee,  34,  35 


McClennen,  Edward  F. 

notice  of  interest  in  contract  in  case  of  City  versus  Joseph  Santosuosso 

el  al.,  filed,  43,  182,  220,  246 
special  assistant  corporation  counsel  from  firm  of  Nutter,  McClennen  & 

Fish,  employed  in  case  of  City  of  Boston  versus  Joseph  Santosuosso 

in  re  tax  abatements,  290 


McCoy,  Louis  A. 

notice  of  interest  in  contract,  209 

McElaney,  James  A. 

notice  of  interest  in  contract,  195 

McQrath,  John  J.,  Councilor,  Ward  16 

ward  area:  Dorchester,  south 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  19 

prison  inspection,  public  safety,  license  fees,  fire  insurance  (chairman), 
19 
amendments:   uncollected  race  track  winnings,  61 
appeal  from  decisions:   reports  of  committees:  executive,  376 
improvement  orders,  Ward  16: 

for  details-    see  Streets,  Squares,  Parkways  and  Circles,  improve- 
ment orders,  passed 
improvements,  Ward   16: 

all  streets,  407 

Belton  st.,  376 

Burgoyne  st.,  407 

Bushnell  St.,  237 

Centre  ct.,  448 

Dorchester  ave.  at  Ashmont  St.,  20  (with  Councilor  Wilson) 

Dorchester  ave.,  from  Gibson  to  Greenwich  sts.,  364 

Grayson  St.,  376 
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McQrath,  John  J.,  Councilor,  Ward  16,  Continued 

improvements,  Ward  16: 

Plain  St.,  171 
Redwood  St.,  120 

St.  Ann's  and  St.  Mark's  churches,  362 
Tileston  st.,  376 
motions: 
loan  orders,  sewerage,  44,  46,  47 
reports  of  committees:  executive,  376 
orders: 

Adams  st.,  bus,  361 

additional  sealers,  276 

attacks  on  minors,  361 

Boston  airport  stop  for  American  clipper  airplanes,  292 

branch  library,  Dorchester,  426 

bus  line,  Savin  Hill  and  Harrison  sq.,  388  (with  Councilor  Tobin) 

celebration,  Dorchester  Day,  221  (with  Councilors  P.  A.  Fitzgerald, 

Tobin,  Wilson,  Rosenberg) 
charge  at  Malibu  beach  bath  house,  223 
conditions,  Long  Island  hospital,  60 
construction,  municipal  building,  Dorchester  under  W.  P.  A.  auspices, 

372 
construction,  relief  hospital  in  Dorchester,  with  Federal  grant,  372 
dump.  Victory  rd.,  344 
elimination,  service,  installation  and  connection  charges  by  telephone 

company,  371 
establishment  of  children's  clinic,  Ward  16,  372 
exorbitant  constables'  fees,  60 
extension  of  bus  line  to  Ashmont  station,  222 
fire  insurance  rates,  20,  21 

five-cent  fares  (2  orders),  175  (with  Councilor  Wilson) 
flat  rate,  auto  insurance,  362 
free  milk  (2  orders),  425 
free  uniforms  for  military  training,  425 
information  in  re  guards  on  money  trucks  not  members  of  police 

department,  324 
leave  of  absence,  Yankee  Division  veterans,  244   (with  Councilor 

Selvitella) 
lower  automobile  rate,  Dorchester,  362 
lower  interest  rates  on  home  mortgages,  20 
meters  for  city  telephones,  256 
municipal  building,  Ward  16,  31 

overhead  parking  space  with  ramps  near  business  section,  373 
parking  emergency  vehicles,  439 
petitions  for  oil  and  gas  permits,  170 
playground  in  Cushing  Hill  section,  402 
purchase  of  Japanese  goods,  407 
quality  of  coal  sold  in  25-pound  bags,  372 
reduced  rate  on  home  mortgages,  362 
rejection  of  old  age  assistance  applications,  199 
relief  hospital  station,  Ward  16,  60 
removal,  Elevated  tracks,  Dorchester  ave.,  373 
rental  of  French  telephone,  19 

revocation,  license  of  private  individuals  collecting  garbage,   Dor- 
chester, 324 
sales  of  guns,  418 

shower  baths,  public  playgrounds,  313 
time  off,  police  department  men,  427 
traffic  circle,  Old  Colony  boulevard  and  Freeport  st.,  120 
traffic  hazards,  Hill  Top  St.,  361 
transfer,  funds  for  adult  recreation  program,  403   (with  Councilor 

Wilson) 
transfer  of  property  to  port  authority,  222 
uncollected  race  track  winnings,  61 
use  of  matrons  in  place  of  doctors,  256,  257 
use  of  money  received  from  tax  titles  for  installation  of  traffic  lights, 

372 
widening  Old  Colony  parkway,  202 
workmen's  insurance  rates,  344 
W.  P.  A.  loan  for  tiaffic  lights,  244 
points  of  information: 

reports  of  committees:  executive,  376 
remarks: 

abatements  by  assessors,  482 

attacks  on  minors,  361 

Boston  airport  stop  for  American  clipper  airplanes,  292 

charge  at  Malibu  beach  bath  house,  223 

city  use  of  telephones,  116 

conditions,  Long  Island  hospital,  60 

construction,  municipal  building,  Dorchester  under  W.  P.  A.  auspices, 

372 
dump,  Victory  rd.,  344 
elimination,  service,  installation  and  connection  charges,  telephone 

oompany,  371,  372 
exorbitant  constables  fees,  60 
fire  insurance  rates,  21 
flat  rate  auto  insurance,  362 
free  uniforms  for  military  training,  425 
Housing  Authority  appointments,  237 
information  in  re  guards   on  money  trucks  not  members  of   police 

department,  324 
investigation,  committee  soliciting  funds  for  outing,  324 
loan  for  H,  relief  projects,  378 
lower  automobile  rate,  Dorchester,  362 
lower  interest  rates  on  home  mortgages,  20 
meters  for  city  telephones,  256 


McQrath,  John  J.,  Councilor,  Ward  16,  Continued 

remarks: 

mortgages  of  Home  Owners'  Loan  Corporation,  18,  19 

municipal  building,  Ward  16,  31,  32 

opportunity,  welfare  workers  to  seek  private  employment,  323 

outdoor  parking  licenses,  422 

overhead  parking  space  with  ramps  near  business  section,  373 

playground  in  Cushing  Hill  section,  402 

quality  of  coal  sold  in  25-pound  bags,  372 

reduced  rate  on  home  mortgages,  362 

rejection  of  old  age  assistance  applications,  199 

relief  hospital  station,  Ward  16,  60  . 

removal,  Elevated  tracks   Dorchester  ave.,  373 

rental  of  French  phones,  19,  20 

reports  of  committees:  executive,  254,  255;  hospitals,  94 

revocation,  certain  insurance  company  licenses,  18 

revocation,  license  of  private  individuals  collecting   garbage,   Dor- 
chester, 324 

sale  of  guns,  418 

sale  of  tax  title  property,  271 

tax  appeals  appraisal  services,  76,  77 

traffic  circle,  Old  Colony  boulevard  and  Freeport  st.,  120 

traffic  survey,  122 

transfer,  funds  for  adult  recreation  program,  403 

transfer  of  property  to  port  authority,  222 

uncollected  race  track  winnings,  61 

use  of  matrons  in  place  of  doctors,  257 

use  of  money  received  from  tax  titles  for  installation  of  traffic  lights, 
372 

workmen's  insurance  rates,  344 
resolutions: 

mortgages  of  Home  Owners'  Loan  Corporation,  18 

revocation,  certain  insurance  company  licenses,  18 
statements: 

complaints  about  old  age  visitor,  75,  76 
vote  records: 

"yes"  employment  order,  421 


Mellen,  James  J.,  Councilor,  Ward  2 

ward  area:  Charlestown 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  19 

soldiers'  relief,  public  safety,  19 
amendments: 

increased  welfare  allowance,  202 

supplementary  appropriations,  239 
improvements,  Ward  2: 

fob  details:  see  Streets,  Squares,  Parkways  and  Circles,  improve- 
ment orders  passed 

Adams  st.,  215 

Charlestown,  262 

Common  St.,  215 

Cross  st.  from  High  to  Bartlett  sts.,  149 

Gleason  st.,  348 

Medford  st.,  at  Dewey  beach,  238 

Park  St.,  215 

Sever  st.,  362 

Tremont  St.,  vehicular  traffic,  222 
motions: 

adjournment,  223 

next  meeting,  March  15,  83 

reports  of  committees:  executive,  406 

supplementary  appropriations,  241,  242 
orders: 

abolition  of  Elevated  in  Charlestown,  424 

benches,  City  Square  pk.,  Charlestown,  238 

bicycle  riding,  Arnold  Arboretum,  197  (for  Councilor  Roberts) 

bleacher  seats,  Charlestown  playgrounds,  448 

Boston  recipients  of  charity,  11 

bus  line  between  Revere  beach  and  City  sq.,  292 

Charlestown  bus  line,  280 

check  of  police  listing,  424 

completion  of  Forsyth  way,  197  (for  Councilor  Roberts) 

contract  with  M.  H.  Loonie,  22 

Elevated  entrance  and  exits,  City  sq.,  149 

expenses  of  Mayor's  office,  76 

Federal  housing  project  for  Charlestown,  407,  408 

fence,  Chelsea  bridge,  348 

fence,  Prison  Point  bridge,  348 

fire  hazards,  Ward  2,  53 

fire  hazards,  Charlestown,  347 

fire  hazard,  Elm  st.,  362 

five-day  work  week,  197 

handball  courts,  Barry  playground,  238 

improvements:  Dewey  beach,  Charlestown,  53;  park  at  Sullivan  sq., 
362;  Sullivan  Square  playground,  245 

increased  car  service,  Charlestown,  53 

lease  of  Jacob  Foss  school,  105 

legality:  Charlestown    bus    line,    102;  Elevated    bus    line,    149;  oil 
contracts,  83 

no  consecutive  terms  for  Council  presidents,  22 

no  favoritism  in  civil  service  selections,  53 
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Mellen,  James  J.,  Councilor,  Ward  2,  Continued 

orders: 

overpass  ramps,  Charlestown,  22 

patronage  activities  of  election  commissioner,  10 

powdered  milk,  362 

proposed  five-day  week  for  city  employees,  238 

religious  propaganda  on  radio,  150 

removal  of  city  constables,  10 

resanding  Dewey  beach,  238 

resignation  as  treasurer  or  secretary,  102 

resurfacing  Chelsea  bridge,  347,  348 

succeeding  term  for  mayor  of  Boston,  34,  35  (with  Councilor  G.  A. 

Murray) 
tax  assessment  of  General  Baking  Company,  113 
traffic  signs  between  Bunker  Hill  pk.  and  Dewey  beach,  293 
transfers  of  funds  since  December  15,  1936,  10 
Union  Freight  Railroad  franchise,  280,  292 
validity  of  Elevated  bus  line,  76 

points  of  information: 

no  consecutive  terms  for  Council  presidents,  22 
supplementary  appropriations,  240,  242 

remarks: 

abolition  of  Elevated  in  Charlestown,  424 
accidents  to  school  children,  281 
bus  transportation,  school  children,  420 
carnival  permits,  222,  223 
chairmen,  local  celebrations,  54 
check  of  police  listing,  424 
complaints  about  old-age  visitor,  76 
contract  with  M.  H.  Loonie,  22 
disapproval  of  P.  W.  A.  terms,  347 
election  of  president  for  1937,  2 
expenses  of  Mayor's  office,  76 
Federal  housing  program  for  Charlestown,  408 
improvement,  Dewey  beach,  Charlestown,  53 
increased  car  service,  Charlestown,  53 
legality  of  oil  contracts,  83 
loan  orders,  sewerage,  47 

no  consecutive  terms  for  Council  presidents,  22 
no  favoritism  in  civil  service  selections,  53 
payment  to  Dooley  Brothers,  274,  275 
against  planetarium,  104,  105 
powdered  milk,  362 
rat  poison  in  school  buildings,  419 
removal  of  city  constables,  10 

reports  of  committees:  constables,  City  Document  55,  201 ;  execu- 
tive, 239,  255,  406;  finance,  463;  jitney  licenses,  98 
requested  resignation  of  Mayor,  150 
resignation  as  treasurer  or  secretary,  102 
sale  of  tax-title  property,  272 
standards  for  oil  truck  drivers,  83 
supplementary  appropriations,  239,  240,  243 
succeeding  term  of  Mayor  of  Boston,  35 
tax  assessment  of  General  Baking  Company,  113,  114 
time  of  appointments  to  fire  and  police  departments,  95,  96 
traffic  lights,  Parker  and  Ruggles  sts.,  325 
transfer  of  funds  since  December  15,  1936,  10 
validity  of  Elevated  bus  line,  76 

resolves: 

chairmen,  local  celebrations,  54 

commendation  of  Police  Commissioner  Timilty,  53 

discrimination  of  employees  on  Federal  contracts,  292,  293 

employment  of  Building  Trades  Union  members,  256 

against  planetarium,  104 

disapproval  of  P.  W.  A.  terms,  347 

requested  resignation  of  Mayor,  150 

standards  for  oil  truck  drivers,  83 

unanimous  consent:  Boston  recipients  of  charity,  11 

vote  doubts: 

reports  of  committees:  executive,  375 
supplementary  appropriations,  239 
withdrawn,  241,  242 
withdrawal  of  orders:  reports  of  committees:   executive,  112 

Metropolitan  District  Commission 

care  and  control  of  street  intersections:  Soldiers  Field  rd.  at 
North  Beacon  st.,  also  at  Market  st.  and  Western  ave.,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  27,  28-report  accepted,  orders  passed,  33 

Charlestown  Elevated  abolition:  extension  of  Atlantic  ave.  plan 
to  Main  st.  line,  building  subway  substitute,  order  passed,  424,  425 

fence,  Prison  Point  bridge:  conference  relative  to  erection  for  pre- 
vention of  further  accidents,  order  passed,  348 

indemnity  bond:  received  and  deposited  with  city  auditor  notice 
filed,  43 

Malibu  beach:  charge  for  bathing  house  use,  order  to  cancel,  reported 
rule,  passed,  223 

Old  Colony  parkway  widening:  the  Mayor  to  confer  as  to  advisability 
of  making  twice  present  width,  Columbia  Circle  to  Neponset  bridge 
with  traffic  circle  at  Freeport  st.  and  parkway,  order  passed,  202 


Militia  Enrollment 

persons   liable   for    1937:  131,    142,   notice   received  from   assessing 
department,  filed,  268 

Milk 

adoption  of  system  similar  to  New  York  City  plan:  order  passed 

with  inclusion  of  New  York  Herald  Tribune  article,  475 
free  distribution  to  W.  P.  A.  families:  order  to  consider  passed,  458 
free  to  welfare  and  needy  school  children:  order  passed,  425 
fresh  in  place  of  powder  form:  order  passed,  348,  362 
low  cost  for  Boston:  order  to  consider  passed,  34,  52,  98  to  101, 

inclusive 
unanimous  statement  by  Councilor  Agnew,  183 

Money  Truck  Guards 

see  Police  and  Law  Departments  money  truck  guards  or  page  324 

Mortgages 

Home   Owners'   Loan    Corporation:  forestalling  foreclosures   where 
interest  is  paid  but  not  principal,  resolution  referred  to  rules  com- 
mittee, 18,  19 
lower  interest  rates:  legislation  toward,  for  homes,  order  for,  passed,  20 
rates  on  homes  reduced  to  4  per  cent:  conference  of  city  and  state 
treasurer,  order  passed,  362 


Mosquito  Control 

appropriation,  $J00:  order  for  $300  from  reserve  fund  as  estimated  by 
State  Reclamation  Board,  referred  to  executive  committee,  66- 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  82 


Municipal  Buildings 

bath  houses  open,   Sunday  mornings:  order  passed,  292-message, 

communication  filed,  299 
Codman  sq.,  Ward   17:  resolution  approving  legislation  authorizing 

borrowing  for  construction,  passed,  47,  48 
Dorchester:  construction  under  W.  P.  A.  auspices,  at  no  cost  to  city, 

order  passed,  372 
Roslindale,  convenience  station:  order  for  installation,  passed,  98 
Ward  6:  gymnasium,  shower  baths,  order  passed,  362,  363 
Ward  16,  P.  W.  A.  form  of  construction:  order  for,  to  include  police 

station  and  public  library,  passed,  31,  32 
West  Brookline  St.  and  Shawmut  ave.:  open  9  a    m.  to  10  p.  m., 

order  passed,  281-message,  communication,  filed,  299 

Municipal  Employment  Bureau 

appropriation:  order  for  S25.000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  43- 

report,  with  draft  for  $5,000,  accepted,  order  passed,  53 
appropriation,  $15,000:  from  reserve  fund  for  current  expenses,  order 

referred    to   executive   committee,    195-report   with   new   draft   for 

$2,500  accepted,  new  order  passed,  201 
appropriation:  $10,000  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  231- 

report  with  new  draft  for  $5,000,  passed,  238 
appropriation  from  contingent  fund:  message  and  order  for  $5,000, 

referred  to  executive  committee,  454,  455-report  with  new  draft  for 

$2,000  accepted,  order  passed,  458 
transfers: 

FROM    RESERVE    FUND: 

$10,000,  referred,  328- $5,000  substitute  order,  passed,  345 
$10,000,    referred   to   executive   committee,    412-report   accepted, 
substitute  order  for  $5,000,  passed,  421 


Municipal  Lighting  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Dowd,  chairman,  Wilson,  Gallagher,  Rosenberg, 
SelviteUa,  19 

"Municipal  Register" 

order  to  print  as  City  Document  charge,  passed,  97 

Murray,  Francis  J. 

resolution  regretting  end  of  service  as  budget  commissioner,  adopted  by 
unanimous  rising  vote,  71 
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Murray,  George  A.,  Councilor,  Ward  6 

ward  area:  South  Boston,  north 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  19 

Parkman  Fund,  public  safety,  19 
amendments:   loan  for  sewerage  works,  462 
improvement  orders,  Ward  6: 

foe  details:  see  Streets,  Squares,  Parkways  and  Circles,  improvement 
orders  passed 

A  st.  and  Broadway,  54 

Broadway  at  D  st.,  41 

C  St.,  20,  260 

Farragut  rd.,  247 

Fourth  St.,  near  K,  311 

227  Second  St.,  between  C  and  D  sts.,  20 

Strandway,  225 

West  Third  st.,  20 
motions: 

Dorchester  Heights  as  national  shrine,  287 

Housing  Authority  appointments,  236,  237 

sale  of  tax-title  property,  (2)  271,  384 

sewerage  works  loan  (reconsideration) ,  473 
orders: 

acceptance  of  chap.  163,  171 

additional  life  guards,  244  (with  Councilor  Kerrigan) 

boardwalk,  Ward  6,  247 

catch-basins,  P  st.  and  Broadway,  293 

clear  passageways  in  theatres,  52 

coal  dust,  South  Boston,  426  (with  Councilor  Kerrigan) 

condition,  South  Boston  beaches,  311  (with  Councilor  Kerrigan) 

convenience  station,  Castle  Island,  202  (with  Councilor  Kerrigan) 

Federal   control   of   Dorchester   Heights   pk.,    461    (with    Councilor 
Kerrigan) 

gymnasium,  Ward  6,  362 

improvement  of  bathing  beaches,  South  Boston,  293 

invitation  to  President,  32  (with  Councilor  Kerrigan) 

lease  to  Stephen  Darius  Post,  451 

leave  of  absence,  March  17,  97  (with  Councilor  Kerrigan) 

leave  of  absence,  National  Guard  members,  32 

life  guards,  South  Boston  beaches,  202  (with  Councilor  Kerrigan) 

naming  street  in  memory  of  Hon.  John  E.  Baldwin,  311  (with  Coun- 
cilor Kerrigan) 

naming  street  in  memory  of  Joseph  D.  Toomey,  311  (with  Councilor 
Kerrigan) 

petition,  Stetson  Fuel  Corporation,  247  (with  Councilor  Kerrigan) 

refusal  of  Boston  Ice  Company  permit  in  South  Boston,  374 

repairs  at  Marine  Park,  (2  orders)  276 

safeguarding  bridges,  458  (with  Councilors  Brackman,  Kerrigan) 

sew?erage  pollution  of  Harbor,  425  (with  Councilor  Kerrigan) 

South  Boston  gymnasium,  202  (with  Councilor  Kerrigan) 

status  of  truant  girls,  73 

succeeding  term  for  mayor  of  Boston,  34,  35  (with  Councilor  Mellen) 

time  off  for  per  diem  employees,  244 

traffic  policemen  for  Strandway,  294  (with  Councilor  Kerrigan) 

transfer  of  Dorchester  Heights  to  United  States,  185  (with  Councilor 

Kerrigan) 
underpass,  Broadway  station,  345 

White  Fuel  Corporation  licenses,  68  (with  Councilor  Kerrigan) 
points  of  order: 

committee  reports,  appropriations,  213 
sale  of  tax- title  property,  271 
remarks: 

additional  life  guards,  244 

bicycle  riding,  Arnold  Arboretum,  197 

Boston  Elevated  wharf  service,  478,  479,  480 

clear  passageways  in  theatres,  52 

election  of  president  for  1937,  1 

gymnasium,  Ward  6,  362 

investigation  of  Long  Island  hospital,  97 

loan  for  sewerage  works,  463;  correction,  credited  to  Councilor  Mellen, 

468 
report  on  annual  budget,  148 
report  on  voting  machines,  468 
reports  of  committees'  executive,  255 
safeguarding  bridges,  458 
sale  of  tax-title  property,  271 
sewerage  works  loan,  473,  474 
status  of  truant  girls,  73 
succeeding  term  for  mayor  of  Boston,  35 
supplementary  appropriations,  243 
wading  pool,  Charlesbank,  247 
White  Fuel  Corporation  licenses,  67,  68 
resolve:    resolution  on  death  of  Doctor  Mackey,  117  (with  Councilor 
Kerrigan) 

unanimous  consent:  reports  of  committees:   executive,  406 
vote  doubt:  loan  for  sewerage  works,  463 


Murray,  Peter  A.,  Councilor,  Ward  19 

ward  area:  Jamaica  Plain  and  Roslindale,  east 
committee  appointments: 
executive,  19 


Murray,  Peter  A.,  Councilor,  Ward  19,  Continued 

committee  appointments: 

prison   inspection,  jitney   licenses,   Parkman   Fund,   printing,   public 
welfare,  19 

appeals  from  decision:   interest  rates  on  unpaid  taxes,  363 

improvement  orders,  Ward  19: 

for  details:  see  Streets,  Squares,  Parkways  and  Circles,  improve- 
ment orders  passed 
Brown  ave.,  276 

Centre  st.,  opposite  Westchester  rd.,  175 
Greenough  ave.,  327 
Grover  St.,  39,  276 
Hawthorne  St.,  39 
Hopkins  rd.,  327 
Lochstead  ave.,  456 
Robin  wood  ave.,  327 
Rowe  st.,  276 
St.  John  st.,  327 

Sherman  st.,  345  (Councilor  Finley  for  Councilor  P.  A.  Murray) 
Spring  Park  ave.,  327 
Starr  lane,  345  (Councilor  Finley  for  Councilor  P.  A.  Murray) 

motions: 

reports  of  committees:  executive,  376 
unfinished  business,  422 

objections: 

reports  of  committees:  executive,  bicycle  riding  in  Arnold  Arbore- 
tum, objection  to  unanimous  consent  for  Councilor  Wilson,  200 
recess,  187 

orders: 

branch  library,  Forest  Hills,  425 

chauffeurs'    pay,    public    works    department,    245    (with    Councilors 

Doherty,  Finley) 
convenience  station,  Roslindale  municipal  building,  98  (with  Councilor 

Finley) 
death  of  Dennis  J.  Bailey,  211 
escalator.  Green  st.,  363  (with  Councilor  Kilroy) 
fire  box  lights,  98 

installation,  electric  fans  in  Elevated  trains,  cars  and  busses,  293 
interest  rates  on  unpaid  taxes,  363 
lease,  Florence  st.  school,  Roslindale,  165 
overpass,  Forest  Hills,  363  (with  Councilor  Kilroy) 
playground,  Lamartine  and  Green  sts.,  185 
price  of  bread,  185 

protection  of  property  by  firemen,  112 
protest,  curtailment  of  service,  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 

Railroad,  373  (with  Councilor  Finley) 
ramp  over  Boston  &  Albany  tracks,  Back  Bay,  202 
reinstatement,  Richard  P.  Kelley,  388  (with  Councilor  Brackman) 
relief  station,  Forest  Hills,  425 

roping  off  Centre  St.,  98  (with  Councilors  Doherty,  Kilroy,  Finley) 
shutting  off  water,  244 

shuttle  line,  Jamaica  Plain  and  Dudley  st.,  73  (with  Councilor  Doherty) 
tribute  to  lost  children  in  Texas,  120 
tunnel,  Hyde  Park  ave.  to  Washington  St.,  34 

point  of  information:  reports  of  committees:   executive,  407 

remarks: 

Boston  Elevated  wharf  service,  479,  480 

branch  library,  Forest  Hills,  425 

bus  transportation  of  school  children,  420 

chauffeurs'  pay,  public  works  department,  245 

commendation  of  Police  Commissioner  Timilty,  53 

escalator,  Green  st.,  363 

installation,  electric  fans  in  Elevated  trains,  cars  and  busses,  293 

interest  rates  on  unpaid  taxes,  363 

jitney  licenses,  104 

loan  orders,  sewerage,  44 

protection  of  property  by  firemen,  112,  113 

protest,  curtailment  of  service,  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad,  373 

report  on  annual  budget,  145,  146 

reports    of    committees:  appropriations,    112;  executive,    bicycle 
riding  in  Arnold  Arboretum,  200,  360,  406;  jitney  licenses,  73 

roller  skating  facilities,  105 

shutting  off  water,  244 

supplementary  appropriations,  241 
resolve:    payment  to  Mary  Margaret  Keane,  20 
vote  doubt,  roll  count:  interest  rates  on  unpaid  taxe3,  363 


Necessities  of  Life  Commission 

check  against  profiteering  on  Jewish  holidays,  order  passed,  341 

New  England  Council 

work  toward   increasing  visitors:  resolution   of  commendation   for 
this  year,  passed,  323 
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New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company 

French  phone  rentals:  legislation  to  provide  for  return  of  payments, 
order  to  petition  passed,  and  clippings  included  in  record,  20 

hearing:  proposed  elimination  of  service,  installation  and  connection 
charges,  order  passed,  371 

New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad 

protest  on  curtailment  of  service:  as  concerns  Forest  Hills  and 
Jamaica  Plain  stations,  order  passed,  373 

New  Surgical  Building 

Boston  city  hospital:  reason  of  failure  to  open,  order  passed,  311 

1937  Police  Listing 

order  for  signed  certification  of  January  1,  1937,  residence,  passed,  12 

1937  Tax  Rate 

order  for  the  Mayor  to  consider  stating  real  tax  rate  for  current  year, 
passed,  106 

Norton,  Clement  A.,  Councilor,  Ward  18 

ward  area:  Hyde  Park  and  Mattapan 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  19 

printing,  soldiers'  relief,  19 
improvement  orders,  Ward  18: 

for  details:  see  Streets,  Squares,  Parkways  and  Circles,  improve- 
ment orders  passed 

all  non-major  streets  in  Boston  fixed,  389 

Augustus  ave.,  226,  258 

Cummins  highway  at  Hyde  Park  ave.,  389 

Fairmount  ave.,  Hyde  Park,  464  (2  orders) 

Lansdowne  st.,  34;  from  Ipswich  st.,  245 

Metropolitan  ave.,  258 

repair  of  over  200  streets,  256 
motions: 

next  meeting,  November  22,  440 

payment  to  Dooley  Brothers,  274 

W.  P.  A.  lay-offs,  273 
objection:  unfinished  business,  422 
orders: 

accidents  to  school  children,  281 

action  on  George  Robert  White  Fund  awards,  150 

air-conditioning,  city  hospital,  281 

air-conditioning  certain  floors,  Boston  city  hospital,  328 

Atlantic  ave.  Elevated  structure,  191 

Boston  Teachers  College,  256 

case-load  for  welfare  visitors,  34,  52 

cemetery  fund,  245 

change  of  Boston  Teachers  College,  226 

closing  dumps,  102 

closing  open  dumps,  245 

Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  payments,  440 

convenience  stations,  Cleary  and  Wolcott  squares,  388 

Conveyancers  Title  Insurance  Company  abatements,  260 

dump,  American  Legion  highway,  363 

Elevated  annual  deficit,  191 

eliminating  dangerous  curve,   River  st.,   Hyde  Park,  328 

expenditure,  W.  P.  A.  funds  on  assessing  system,  426 

financial  experts  to  study  Boston  situation,  374 

honoring    Judge    Brandeis,    281    (with    Councilors    Brackman    and 
Rosenberg) 

Hyde  Park  wading  pool,  256 

icing  all  fountains  in  city  during  hot  spells,  328 

increased  consumption  of  Boston  fish,  403 

investigation  regarding  high  cost  of  beef  in  Boston,  403 

low  cost  milk  for  Boston,  34,  52,  98 

manager  of  White  Fund,  282 

mechanics  for  work  in  schools,  256 

new  city  hall,  82 

parking  space  under  Common,  282 

play  areas,  258 

preference  to  former  employees,  52,  83,  245,  328,  389,  425,  483 

price  of  milk,  475 

purchase,  Hyde  Park  Gas  property,  439 

radios  in  school  programs,  120 

real  tax  rate,  1937,  101 

records  of  Conveyancers  Title  Insurance  and  Mortgage  Company,  257 

reduction,  Boston  tax  rate,  425 

renaming    Blue    Hill    ave.,    363    (with    Councilors    Rosenberg   and 
Brackman) 

resignation  of  Mayor,  114 

straightening  River  st.  around  Mill  Pond,  Readville,  Ward  18,  226 

study  of  abatements  by  finance  commission,  255 

summer  opening  of  schoolyards,  255 


Norton,  Clement  A.,  Councilor,  Ward  18,  Continued 

orders: 

suspension  of  certain  city  employee,  215 

use  of  school  playground  facilities,  388 

Ventola-Malagutti  oil  case,  255 

vocational  training  for  unskilled  help  on  welfare  rolls,  374 

W.  P.  A.  employees,  282 

youth  commission,  34 

point  of  information: 

action  on  George  Robert  White  Fund  awards,  150 

confirmation  of  executive  appointments,  451 

information  under  six   heads   re   Codman   Construction   Company, 
134,  135 

confirmation  of  appointments,  384 

reports  of  committees:  executive  239,  254,  360 

salaries  of  assessors,  226 

$600,000  sewerage  loan,  106,  108 

supplementary  appropriations,  240 
point  of  order: 

information  under  six  heads  re  Codman  Construction  Company,  134 
remarks: 

accidents  to  school  children,  282 

action  on  George  Robert  White  Fund  awards,  150 

air-conditioning,  city  hospital,  281 

air-conditioning  certain  floors,  Boston  city  hospital,  328 

Atlantic  ave.  Elevated  structure,  191 

Boston  Elevated  wharf  service,  479,  480 

Boston  Teachers  College,  256 

case-load  for  welfare  visitors,  34,  52 

change  of  Boston  Teachers  College,  226 

check  of  police  listing,  424 

clean-up  and  paint-up  campaign,  187 

closing  dumps,  102 

commendation  of  Police  Commissioner  Timilty,  53 

communication  from  Senator  Burke,  326,  327 

congratulations  to  Police  Commissioner  Timilty,  475 

dump,  American  Legion  highway,  363 

Elevated  annual  deficit,  191 

eliminating  dangerous  curve,  River  st.,  Hyde  Park,  328 

expense  of  housing  project,  277,  278,  279 

financial  experts  to  study  Boston  situation,  374 

Hyde  Park  wading  pool,  256 

icing  all  fountains  in  city  during  hot  spells,  328 

increased  consumption  of  Boston  fish,  403 

investigation  regarding  high  cost  of  beef  in  Boston,  403,  404,  405 

loan  orders,  sewerage,  47 

loan  for  sewerage  works,  462,  463 

low-cost  milk  for  Boston,  34,  52,  98 

manager  of  White  Fund,  282 

mechanics  for  work  in  schools,  256 

new  city  hall,  82,  83 

no  penalizing  community  fund,  51 

$100,000  sewerage  loan  (substitute  order),  109,  110 

payment  to  Dooley  Brothers,  274,  275 

preference  to  former  employees,  52,  83,  483 

price  of  milk,  475 

radios  in  school  programs,  120,  121 

rat  poison  in  school  buildings,  419 

real  tax  rate,  1937,  101 

records  of  Conveyancers  Title  Insurance  and  Mortgage  Company, 
257,  258 

reduction,  Boston  tax  rate,  426 

repair,  Lansdowne  st.  sidewalk,  34 

repair  of  suburban  streets,  256 

reports  of  committees:  appropriations,   112;  executive,  238,  254, 
386,  387,  406,  445,  447 

resignation  of  Justice  Black,  403 

resignation  of  Mayor,  114 

salaries  of  assessors,  226 

sewer  work  off  Pleasant  Hill  ave.,  187 

study  of  abatements  by  finance  commission,  255 

succeeding  term  for  Mayor  of  Boston,  35 

summer  opening  of  schoolyards,  255,  256 

suspension  of  certain  city  employee,  215 

unfinished  business,  422 

use  school  playground  facilities,  388 

Ventola-Malagutti  oil  case,  255 

vocational  training  for  unskilled  help  on  welfare  rolls,  374 

White  Fund  investigation,  184 

W.  P.  A.  lay-offs,  273 

youth  commission,  34 
request  for  record  on  vote: 

reports  of  committees:  executive  ($2,050,000)  loan  order,  360 
resolutions: 

opinion  of  Council  on  appointment  of  Hugo  L.  Black  as  Supreme 
Court  Judge,  370,  371 

resignation  of  Justice  Black,  409 
statement:  122,  123 
unanimous  consents: 

Boston  Elevated  wharf  service,  480 

communication  from  Senator  Burke,  326 

jitney  licenses,  104 

modification  of  parking  drive,  185 

rat  poison  in  school  buildings,  419 
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Norton,  Clement  A.,  Councilor,  Ward  18,  Continued 

unanimous  consents: 

records  of  Conveyancers  Title  Insurance  and  Mortgage  Company,  257 
reports  of  committees:  executive,  446,  447 
statement  on  highway  engineer,  389 
vote  doubt: 
reports  of  committees:  executive,  446 


)ld  Age  Pensions 

i    applications,  rejected:  order  for  authority  for  rejection,  passed,  199 
|  retroactive  payments:  order  to  start,  passed,  21,  22 

)Id  Aldermanic  Chambers 

Council  meetings  during  repairs  to  regular  chamber,  order  passed,  474 

)Id  Harbor  Village  Project 

naming  street:  in  memory  of  Rev.  Mortimer  E.  Twomey,  pastor, 

Gate  of  Heaven  church,  South  Boston,  order  passed,  313 
taxes  and  charges: 

information  from  law  department  in  re  legal  right  to  impose  taxes  or 
make  charges  for  city  services,  order  passed,  325-message,  with 
report  from  law  department,  filed,  391,  392,  393 

information  from  the  Mayor  in  re  waiving  rights  to  impose  taxes  and 
charges,  order  passed,  325-message,  with  report  from  law  depart- 
ment, filed,  391,  392,  393 

)rdinances 
barber  shop   regulation : 

referred  to  ordinances  committee,  448-ordinance  passed,  450-motion 
to  reconsider,  lost,  452-message,  veto,  465 

ordinance,  referred  to  ordinances  committee,  466 
chap.  16,  Revised  Ordinances,  1925,  chap.  3,  Ordinances,  1926,  chap. 

1,  Ordinances,  1927,  chap.  2,  Ordinances,  1931,  amendment,  371,  372, 

Proceedings  of  1936-report  accepted,  ordinance  passed,  24 
192S,  chap,  3,  sect.  S:  reduction,  2nd  assist,  city  messenger  (by  $500), 

raising  Council  stenographers  ($250  each),  passed,  113 
192S  Revised  Ordinances,  chap.  3,  sect.  25:  employees  appearing  on 

legislation,    amendment    referred    to    ordinances    committee,    275- 

passed,  450-message  and  veto,  filed,  454 
1925  Revised  Ordinances:  in  re  citizen  labor  in  contracts  in  chap.  40, 

sect.  13,  passed,  71 
Council    attaches,    salaries:  ordinance    passed,    1936    Proceedings, 

page  410-message  with  veto,  filed,  25 
extra  payments  on  contracts:  limiting  to  10  per  cent,  report  on 

legality  of  such  an  ordinance,  filed,  232,  233 
hand    bill    distribution:  amendment   requiring   permit   from   public 

works  department,  referred  to  ordinances  committee,  418 
parking  in   private  ways:  Revised  Ordinances   of  1925,   amendment 

not  to  allow  parking  more  than  20  minutes,  indefinitely  postponed,  263 
Revised,  1925,  chap.  37  amended  by  chap.  1  of  1933:  17  additional 

deputy  sealers   with  full  salary,   order  referred  to  ordinances  com- 
mittee, 276-report  accepted,  ordinance  passed,  312-message  and  veto, 

314 

sea  worms,  Boston  Harbor:  petition  that  only  residents  of  Boston  be 
permitted  to  take  worms,  referred  to  committee  on  ordinances,  165 

sect.  25,  chap.  4  amendment:  employees  not  elected  by  popular 
vote,  barred  from  political  organization  office  holding,  referred  to 
ordinance  committee,  76 

supervision,  auto  and  trailer  camps:  only  under  license  of  health 
department,  $20  penalty  for  violation,  ordinance  referred  to  ordinances 
committee,  310-report  accepted,  ordinance  passed,  321 

taking  sea  worms:    amendment  to   chap.   39,   Revised   Ordinances, 
1925,  referred  to  ordinances  committee,  171 
l   tax  title  property:  amendment  allowing  transference  of  useful  property 
to  specific  department,  by  public  buildings  department,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  50-report  accepted,  ordinance  passed,  53 

Ordinances  Committee 
reports:  24,  312,  321,  471 

'Organization  of  City  Government" 

order  to  print  as  City  Document  charge,  passed,  97 


Overpasses 

City   Squar 
passed,  22 
Forest  Hills  at  Parkway:  order  passed,  363 


City   Square,   ramps:  order  for   two  passes   at  Elevated  structure, 
passed,  22 


Palestine  Partition  Plan 

preambles  and  resolutions  opposing  plan,  copies  of  resolutions  to  be 
sent  Congressmen  from  Massachusetts,  referred  to  rules  committee, 
310-report  accepted,  resolution  passed,  322 


Park  Department 

commissioner  appointed:  William  P.Long  for  three  years,  filed,  195 

Arnold  Arboretum,  bicycle  riding:  reason  for  prohibition  order  to 

countermand  order,  referred  on  motion  to  executive  committee,  197- 

report  accepted,  order  passed,  motion  to  reconsider,  lost,  vote  doubted, 

motion  for  reconsideration,  carried,  order  passed,  200 

Barry  playground:  handball  courts  installation,  order  passed,  238 
bathhouse  charges:  abolition  at  all  bathhouses,  order  passed,  311 
boardwalk,  City  Point:  order  to  reopen,  passed,  244 
boardwalk  repair:  Father  O'Connor  circle,  Ward  6,  order  passed,  247- 

message,  communication,  filed,  262 
bocce:  space  and  facilities  for  playing  in  playgrounds,  order  passed,  361 
Boston  Common:  order  for  bubbler  fountain,  passed,  183 
bridge  repair,  Columbia  rd.  against  further  accidents,  order  passed, 

294-message,  communication,  filed,  299 
Carter  playground:  repair  drinking  fountain  and  provide  hot  shower 

baths,  for  ball  players,  order  passed,  292-message,  communication, 

filed,  299 
Castle  Island  convenience  station:  order  to  keep  open  with  attendant, 

during  summer  at  all  times,  passed,  202 
Cedar  pk.,  Ward  9:  general  clean-up,  fences  and  benches,  order  passed, 

361-message,  communication  "no  funds,"  filed,  377,  378 
cemetery  division  appropriation,  $40,000:  order  for,  from  division 

income,   referred  to  appropriations   committee,   84-report  accepted, 

referred  to  executive  committee,  131-report  accepted,  order  passed, 

138 
Charlesbank  beach: 

wading  pool  wired  off,  order  passed,  246,  247-message,  communica- 
tion, filed,  262 

examination    for   safe   bathing    condition,    order   passed,    246,    247- 
message,  communication,  filed,  262 
Charlesbank  beach  improvements,  $75,000:  order  for  appropriation 

by  loan,  referred  to  finance  committee,  292 
Charlesbank     playground     convenience     station:  erection     from 

Parkman  fund,  order  passed,  196,  197 
Charlesbank  pk.:  additional  benches  to  be  charged  to  Parkman  fund, 

order  passed,  323-message,  communication,  filed,  331 
Charlestown    playgrounds:  inclusion   in   budget   for   1938,   sum   for 

bleacher  seats,  order  passed,  448 
City  Square  pk.:  installation  of  benches,  order  passed,  238 
clean-up  week:  order  to  confer  with  health,  public  works,    fire  and 

police  departments,  passed,  120 
Columbus  pk.,  Ward  7:  repairs  on  locker  building,  order  passed,  185, 

186 
Columbus  pk.,  Ward  9:  repairs  and  improvements,  baseball  diamond 

and  tennis  courts,  order  passed,  281-message,  communication,  filed, 

299 
Cornwall  st.  playground:  addition  by  transfer  from  public  buildings 

department,  tax-title  property,  order  passed,  423,  424 
Cushing  Hill,  Ward  16  property:  conversion  into  mothers'  rest  and 

playground,  order  passed,  402 
Dewey  beach,  Charlestown: 

order  to  improve  bathing  facilities,  passed,  53 

resand  and  clean  up,  order  passed,  293 

resanding,  order  passed,  238 

correction  of  poor  conditions  for  bathing,  order  passed,  347 
Dorchester  pk.: 

assurance  of  early  completion,  $38,000  locker  building  with  W.  P.  A. 
assistance,  building  since  November,  1935,  order  passed,  224 

assurance  of  installation  of  police  signal  box,  order  passed,  224 
Franklin   Field   gymnasium   and   recreation    buildings:  order  for 

erection  under  W.  P.  A.  plan,  passed,  32-message,  communications, 

filed,  43 
Franklin  Field:  wading  pool,  for  children,  order  passed,  324-message, 

communication,  filed,  331 
Franklin    park,    Scarboro    pond:  fence   to   prevent   fatalities,   order 

passed,  348-message,  communication,  filed,  352 
Geneva  and  Cedar  ave.,  Dorchester:  order  to  consider,  converting 

city-owned  property  into  playground,  passed,  74 
Gibson  st.,  Mary  Hemenway  and  Neponset  playgrounds:  permis- 
sion to  take  shower  baths  at  all  times  the  grounds  are  open,  order 

passed,  313 
Hyde  Park:  wading  pool  flooding,  order  for,  during  hot  spell,  passed,  256 
Lamartine  and  Green  sts.:  taking  land  at  corner  for  playground  and 

mothers'  rest,  order  passed,  185-message,  communication,  filed,  193 
life  guards,  South  Boston  beaches: 

adequate  guards  at  all  beaches,  order  passed,  202 

additional,  beaches  during  summer,  order  passed,  244 
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Park  Department,  Continued 

Madison  pk.,  Ward  9:  change  of  name  to  that  of  former  caretaker, 

Michael  Dooley,  order  passed,  361-message,  communication,  filed,  378 
Malibu  beach  bathhouse  charges,  order  to  cancel,  passed,  223 
Marine  pk.: 

bandstand  repairs,  order  passed,  276 

repair  of  Head  House  pier,  order  passed,  276 
municipal  building,  Cabot  and  West  Brookline  sts. :  bathhouses 

kept  open  on  Sunday  mornings,  order  passed,  292-message,  communi- 
cation, filed,  299 
municipal  building,  Ward  6:  gymnasium  and  shower  baths,  order 

passed,  362,  363 
play  areas:  land  with  several  years  unpaid  taxes,  order  to  consider 

taking,  passed,  258 
playground,  Commercial  st.:  examination  and  report  on  adaptability 

for  playground,  order  passed,  18 
proposed  bathing  beach,  North  ferry  pier:  order  for  survey,  passed, 

197 
reimbursements    of    employees    for    judgments    against    them,   see 

Claims,  reimbursements,  park  department,  name  of  employee 
removal  of  trees,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  Ward  14:  order  passed,  80 
roller    skating   facilities:  order   to   consider,    passed,    105-message, 

communication,  filed,  125 
Shawmut  ave.  and  Camden  st.:  consider  establishing,  land  owned 

by  city,  order  passed,  345 
South  Boston  beaches: 

remove  stones  and  debris,  order  passed,  293 

order  to  make  and  keep  clean,  passed,  311 
South    Boston    gymnasium:  order    to    consider    appropriation    for 

erection,  passed,  202 
Sullivan  Square  playground:  grading,  bubbler  order,  passed,  245- 

message,  communication,  filed,  286 
Sullivan  Square  pk.:  resurface  sidewalks  around  park,  order  passed, 

362 
tax-title  property  loan,  $14,500:    order  for  approval  of  Emergency 

Finance  Board  for  loan,  referred  to  executive  committee,  339-report 

accepted,  order  passed,  345-orders  for  approval  and  loan,  passed  on 

second  reading,  359,  360 
transfer  from  Parkman  Fund: 

$50,000,  178,  179,  188;  850,000,  260;  $40,000,  288,  289-291;  §24,000, 
396-406;  $36,000,  430-439;  $10,000,  454-458;  $3,047.46,  465-466; 
$1,242.70,476 
transfers: 

FROM    PUBLIC    BUILDINGS    DEPARTMENT: 

Chandler's  pond  for  playground  purposes,  order  passed,  464 
property,  Commercial  and  Prince  sts.  for  playground,  order  passed, 

247 
tax-title  land,  125  Prince  st.  for  playground  purposes,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  289-order  passed,  291 
$186,  referred,  355-passed,  360 
from  reserve  fund  to  Head  House  pier  repairs:  $3,500,  referred 

to  executive  committee,  283-passed,  291 
from  school  department  for  playground  purposes,  order  passed,  456 
transfer  to  animals,  birds,  etc.,  appropriation:  order  referred  to 

executive  committee,  178-order  for  $452.66,  passed,  201 
Ward  9,  at  Roxbury  and  King  sts.:  order  for,  on  city-owned  property, 

passed,  171-message,  communication,  filed,   179 
Whittier  st.  pool:  furnish  bathing  suits,  order  passed,  292-message, 

communication,  filed,  295,  296 
World  War  Memorial  pk.:  improvement  of  bathing  conditions,  order 
passed,  313-message,  communication,  filed,  316 


Parking 

Columbia  rd.:  prohibition  between  H  and  N  sts.,  to  relieve  congestion 

during  bathing  season,  order  passed,  199 
emergency  vehicles:  police  department  to  permit  parking  after  1  p.  m. 

without  tagging,  order  passed,  439 
fees  increase:  cancellation  of  permits  to  parking  space  owners,  who 

raised  fees,  since  parking  drive  by  police,  order  passed,  190,  191 
Fenway  Auto  pk.,  near  Braves  Field:  order  to  consider  revoking, 

passed,  248-message,  communication,  filed,  283,  284 
House  Bill   745  opposition   by  Council,  order  referred  to  executive 

committee,  60-report  accepted,  order  passed,  61 
land  owned  by  city:  order  for  use  by  citizens  of  Boston  as  parking 

spaces,  passed,  32 
licensing  conditions:  under  four  heads,   order  referred  to  licensing 

committee,  199 
modification   of   drive:  to  affect   only  the  business  sections,   order 

passed,  184,  185 
outdoor  locations  for  1938:  three  conditions  for  granting  of  licenses 

by  street  laying-out  department,  order  passed,  457 
outdoor   parking   information:  from   street   laying-out   department 

under  six  heads,  concerning  parking  places  now  in  operation,  order 

referred  to  license  fees  committee,  457 


Parking,  Continued 

overhead  space  with  ramps:  near  business  section,  order  passed,  37, 
residential  sections:  against  drive  on  parking,  daytime  or  evenin 
in   homes   sections,    order   passed,    222-ordinance   in   re  indefinitel 
postponed,  263 

revocation  of  license  for  overcharging:  order  passed,  200 
space  under  Common:    consider  study  of  possibility  of  tunneling  an 
using  other  certain  lots  now  vacant,  order  passed,  282 


Parkman  Fund 

benches,    Charlesbank    pk.:  additional   benches   to   be   charged   t 

Parkman  fund,  order  passed,  323 
transfer  to  park  department  for  care,   Common  and   parks  i 
existence  January  12,  1887: 

$50,000,  referred  to  Parkman  fund  committee,   178,   179-report  a> 
cepted,  order  passed,  188 

$50,000,260-passed,  260 

$40,000,  referred,  288,  289-passed,  291 

$24,000,  referred,  396-passed,  406 

$36,000,  referred,  430-passed,  439 

$10,000,  referred,  454-passed,  458 

83,047.46,  referred,  465-passed,  466 

$1,242.70,  referred  and  passed,  476 

Parkman  Fund  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Gallagher,  chairman,   Doherty,  G.  A.  Murra 

P.  A.  Murray,  Shattuck,  19 
report:  188 

Parks  and  Playgrounds  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Finley,  chairman,  Kerrigan,  Tobin,  Rosenberi 
Brackman,  19 

Passageways  in  Theatres 

order  to  enforce  regulations  for  keeping  clear,  referred  to  public  safet 
committee,  52 


?. 
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Payments 

legislation  favoring  payment: 

Durant,  mother  of  Mary,  20 

Keane,  Mary  Margaret,  20 

Madden,  mother  of  John,  death  as  prisoner,  Station  10,  April  21 
1934,  120 

McGonagle,  mother  of  John,  21 

Taylor,  father  of  Joseph,  21 

Harry  .Starnfield,  in  public  school,  passed,  238 
Countie,  John  T.,  police  department  employee,  $655,  $75,  $75,  $10( 

$75  from  contingent  fund,  481,  482 
Davis,   Harry,   public  works  department  employee,   $13.20  from  cor 

tingent  fund,  480,  481,  482 
Durant,    Parents    of    Mary    G.:  resolution    favoring    enactment    c 

legislation,  authorizing  payment,  passed,  150 
Bennett,  William  H.,  public  works  department  employee,  $15,  passec 

30,  31 
Casey,   Bernard  J.,  park  department  employee,  order  for   $157.0c 

passed,  30 
Cass,   Robert   L.,   public   works   department,   $262.70,  chargeable  t 

reserve  fund,  174 
Conaty,    Thomas   J.,   claim,   91-order   for   $147.15,    chargeable   t< 

reserve  fund,  passed,  122 
Don  Ian ,  Frank  D.,  employee,  public  works  department,  $150  reimburse 

nient,  chargeable  to  contingent  fund,  467 
Donoghue,  William  E.,  public  works  department,  claims,  234-paid 

281 
Dooley  Brothers,  Inc.,  refund  orders  for  acceptance  of  legislation  an' 

payment,  $8,000,  passed,  185-report  for  non-passage  accepted,  motioi 

to   lay   on   table   carried,   214-report   accepted,    order   for   paymen 

passed,  312 
Doyle,  Lemuel  P.,  policeman,  $200  reimbursement,  291 
Eastwood,  Harry,  fire  department,  $57.70  reimbursement,  290 
Foppiano,  Angelo,  public  works  department  employee,  $75  reimburse 

ment,  291 
Frazier,  John  J.,  fire  department,  claim,  246-paid,  281 
Gallagher,  John,  member  public  works  department,  $90,  passed,  31 
Gilmore,  John  F.,  employee,  public  works  department,  $100,  450 
Gleason,    Airs.    Richard    D.,    husband  late   councilor   from   Ward  9 

resolution  for  payment  salary  to  end  of  term  for  which  he  was  elected    ■ 

passed,  31 

Graham,  William  P.,  park  department  employee,  order  ($35),  passed 
328 
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lyments,  Continued 

Hatch,  Charles  H.,  public  works  department  employee,  $23.40  from 

contingent  fund,  480,  481,  482 
Itlooley,  James,  employee,  public  works  department  (claim,  page  58), 

chargeable  to  reserve  fund,  $75,  passed,  82 
iiHorton,    Edward    L.,   public   works   department   employee    ($153.15) 

reimbursement,  order  passed,  340 
Jeffers,   William  J.,   public  works  department  employee,   $120  from 

contingent  fund,  480,  481,  482 
Joyce,  Garode  R.,  member,  fire  department,  $70  from  contingent  fund, 

480,  481,  482 
IKelley,   Edward   L.,   public   works   department  employee   ($2,513.42) 

reimbursement,  order  passed,  340 
hKerr,  D  sniel  J.,  police  department  employee,  two  orders,  $100  each, 

chargeable  to  reserve  fund,  passed,  106 
KKitchin,  Arthur,  public  works  department,  claim,  220-paid,  281 
I  Leahy,  Michael  J.,  public  works  department  employee,  $99.03  reim- 
bursement, passed,  340 
Lennon,  Charles  E.,  fire  department,  claim,  234-paid,  281 
Ughthall,  Joseph  F.,  of  public  works  department,  $71.10  reimburse- 
ment, 385 
Luper,  Angel,  public  works  department,  claim,  246-paid,  281 
Madden,   Son  of   Nora,  resolution  favoring  legislation  authorizing, 

passed,  81 
McDonald,  Daniel  J.,  member,  police  department,  pension  equal  to 

salary  of  last  year's  service,  chargeable  to  department  appropriation, 

passed,  237 
McKenna,  Theresa:   ordered  paid  under  chap.  63,  Special  Acts,  1915, 

280 
MVlcLean,  John   W.,  employee,   public  works  department,   $1,475  for 

reimbursement,  chargeable  to  contingent  fund,  467 
WlcLean,   Joseph    F-,    public   works   department   employee,    $262.55, 

chargeable  to  contingent  fund,  order  passed,  328 
Murphy,    Edward    V.,    policeman,    $1,750    reimbursement,    paid    by, 

contingent  fund,  291 
NNolan,  John  T.,  public  works  department,  claim,  246-paid,  281 
NNuzzio,    Americo    B.,   employee,    public   works   department,    $41.20, 

chargeable  to  contingent  fund,  467 
O'Dowd,  Charles  A.,  employee  of  fire  department  (claim,  page  386, 

1936  Proceedings),  chargeable  to  reserve  fund,  report  accepted,  order 

for  $622.80,  passed,  10 
O'Laughlin,  Francis  C,  public  works  department,  claim,  246-paid, 

281       l 
Petitti,  John   F.,   member,   police  department,   $2,750,  ordered  paid, 

reimbursement,  474 
lDumphret,  Arthur  L.,  public  works  department  employee,   $109.45 

and  $119.18  reimbursements,  291 
Quigley,  Mrs.  EdWard  M.,  husband,  late  of  fire  department,  order  for 

$1,000  for  widow  and  $200  each  for  six  children,  passed,  33 
Rigney,    Edward,    fire    department    employee,    $40    from    contingent 

fund,  480,  481,  482 
-Shannon,  Charles  Q-,  fire  department  employee,  $125,  passed,  31 
Shapiro,   Miriam  L.,  $1,400  for  unused  liquor  license,    chargeable  to 

reserve  fund,  order  for  acceptance  of  Act  for  payment,  passed,  70 
Sheridan,    Mrs.    Lawrence   V.,   husbanH    late   of   police  department, 

$2,100  self  and  seven  children,  order  passed,  420,  421 
Snyder,  Joseph  S.,  police  department  employee,  $50,    passed,  30,  31 
Sommerville,  William,  city  hospital  ambulance  driver,    $55,  charge- 
able to  contingent  fund,  order  passed,  189 
Sweeney,  John  J.,  employee,  public  works  department,  $21.45,    450 
Torpey,  Alfred  J.,  public  works  department,  $209.95,    chargeable  to 

reserve  fund,  174 

iWorster,  Ernest  L.,  petition,  page  395,  1936  Proceedings,  order  for  ■ 
$1,000  reimbursement  as  member  pobce  department,  order  chargeable 
to  reserve  fund,  passed,  122 

i:nal  Institutions  Department 

;ijuards,  Long  Island  hospital:  for  Deer  Island  House  of  Correction 

patients,  order  to  consider  assigning,  passed,  117 
lidentification  officer:  establishment  of  position,  order  passed,  450,  451 
sale  of  pigs,  Deer  Island: 

message  and  order  for  sale,  referred  to  executive  committee,  7-order 
rejected,  53 

message  and  order  for  sale  of  20,000  pounds,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  177-report  with  new  order  accepted,  new  draft  passed, 
188 

message  and  order,  referred  to  executive  committee,  249-report  with 
new  ilraft  accepted,  new  order  passed,  280 
itransfers: 

$700  ("Hibbard"  and  "O'Meara"),  referred,  395-passed,  406 

steamer  "Michael  J.  Perkins":  $700,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 266-report  accepted,  order  passed,  280 

$6,500,  referred,  432-passed,  439 


Pensions  and  Annuities 

increase  for  firemen : 

resolution  approving  enactment  for  increase,  passed,  53 

resolution  approving  legislation  for  increase  to  one  half  present  salary, 
passed,  120-message,  veto,  filed,  125 
increased  in  police  department:  Fred  G.  Trask,  Edward  C.  Mc- 

Kinnon,  Lindell  Cleveland,  $600  to  $1,050,  favoring  legislation,  81 
legislation  drafted  by  law  department  for  payment  of  annuity  to  family 

of  John  Francis,  late  member,  fire  department,  order  passed,  328— 

message  and  veto,  329 
work  for  self-supporting  pensioners:    order  to  consider  not  placing 

at  work,  passed,  131,  132 
Bailey,   Mrs.   Dennis  J.,  husband,  late  of  fire  department,  80-order 

passed,  458 
Baxter,  Mrs.  Walter,  husband,  late  of  police  department,  435-458 
Boudreau,  Mrs.  Louis  H-,  husband,  formerly  of  fire  department,  29 
Connelley,  Mrs.  Patrick  F.,  husband,  late  of  fire  department,  43-by 

medical  report  finding  no  further  action  necessary,  466 
Condon,  Mrs.  Dennis  M.,  husband,  late  of  fire  department,  58-291 
Doolan,  Mrs.  James  J.,  husband,  late  of  fire  department,  43-report 

and  order  for  $1,400  from  December,  1936,  chargeable  to  fire  depart- 
ment fund,  passed,  214 
Flynn,  Marguerite  L.,  referred  May  4,  1936-medical  examiner  report 

no  further  action  necessary,  466 
Duddey,  Mrs.   Edward  J.,  husband,  late  of  police  department,  340- 

medical  examiner  report,  no  further  action  necessary,  466 
Farley,  Mrs.  Joseph  S.,  husband,  late  member  of  fire  department,  478 
Fogarty,  Edward  J.,  police  department,  for  disability  from  injuries, 

order  passed,  95 
Gaddis,   Mrs.   Arthur  G.,   husband,   late   of  fire  department,   309- 

medical  examiner  report,  no  further  action  necessary,  466 
Gottschalk,    Bertha   C,   husband,   late  member,   police  department, 

268-medical  examiner  report,  no  further  action  necessary,  466 
Hennessey,  Mrs.  James  F.,  husband,  late  of  police  department,  220- 

medical  examiner  report,  no  further  action  necessary,  466 
Kennedy,  Mary  A.,  referred,  May  4,  1936-medical  report,  no  further 

action  necessary,  466 
Lynn,  Mrs.  Edward  R.,  husband,  late  member,  fire  department,  321- 

$1,400  (self  $1,000,  two  children  $200  each),  order  passed,  361 
McCann,   Mrs.  James  G.,  husband,  late  of  police  department,  340- 

medical  examiner  report,  no  further  action  necessary,  466 
McDonald,  Daniel  J.:    annuity  equal  to  salary  received  last  year  of 

service,  order  passed,  237 
McGuinness,  Mrs.  James  P.,  husband,  late  of  fire  department,  466 
McKenna,  Theresa,  hospital  employee,   order  for  payment,   280 
Mooney,   Bridget  A.,   referred  October   14,    1935,   committee  report, 

by  medical  examiner,  no  further  action  necessary,  466 
Murphy,  Annie  E.,  death  of  husband,  late  member,  fire  department, 

182-order  for  $1,400  passed,  chargeable  to  fire  department  fund,  221 
Murphy,   Mrs.  John  F.,  husband,  late  of  fire  department,  order  for 

$1,400,  chargeable  to  fire  department  appropriation  for  pensions  and 

annuities,  report  accepted,  order  passed,  221 
Quigley,  Mrs.  Edward  M.,  husband,  late  of  fire  department,  43 
Sheridan,  Mrs.  Lawrence  V.,  husband,  late  of  police  department,  340- 

order  for  §2,100  annually  for  self  and  seven  children,  passed,  420,  421 
Streenan,  Mrs.  James,  husband,  late  of  fire  department,  order  passed, 

458 
Sullivan,   Etta  L.,  referred  November   12,    1935-medicaI  report,  no 

further  action  necessary,  466 


Phillips  Street  Fund 

resetting  Shaw  Memorial,  Boston  Common:  message  and  order  for 
$660  from  fund,  referred  to  executive  committee,  431-passed,  440 


Planetarium 

constructed  by  George  Robert  White  Fund  income,  resolution  disapprov- 
ing passed,  104,  105 


Playgrounds,  Mothers'  Rests,  Beaches,  Play  Areas 

see  Park  Department 

Police  Department 

additional  force  appointed  April   I:  order  for  as  planned,  passed, 

95,  96 
approval  and  registration  of  sales  by  department:  order  passed,  418 
commendation   of  Commissioner  Timilty:  cooperation  in  aid  of 

flood  area,  resolution  passed,  53 


POLICE 
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Police  Department,  Continued 

commendation  of  the  Council:  for  efficiency,  orderliness  and  fairness 
of  employees,  during  election,  November  2,  passed,  439 

communications  system:  message  and  order,  for  authorization  to 
execute  and  deliver  agreement  P.  W.  A.  Docket,  No.  8200,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  66-report  accepted,  order  passed,  82 

contractual  services:  order  for  appropriation  of  $6,000,  passed,  213, 

214 
Dorchester  pk.,  signal  box:  order  for  assurance  of  installation,  passed, 

224 

emergency  vehicles  parking:  after  1  p.  m.  without  tagging  by  the 
department,  order  passed,  439 

foot  patrol,  Pierce  sq.,  Dorchester:  adequate  police  protection,  order 
passed,  293 

House  Bill  1479:  resolution  approving  Bill  allowing  one  day  off  in 
seven,  passed,  71 

increased  pensions:  Fred  G.  Trask,  Edward  C.  McKinnon,  Lindell 
Cleveland,  $600  to  $1,050,  81 

keeper  of  city  lock-up:  Lieut.  Thomas  W.  O'Donnell,  filed,  450 

lease,  police  station  8:  to  American  Legion,  message,  veto,  filed,  203 

1937  listing:  order  for  signed  certification  of  residence  in  January,  1937, 
passed,  12 

money  truck  guards:  legality  of  carrying  guns  on  street,  guards  not 
of  police  department,  order,  information  from  police  and  law  depart- 
ments, passed,  324 

new  station  4,  La  Grange  st.,  $50,000:  order  for  loan,  referred  to 
finance  committee,  387 

one  day  off  in  seven:  for  officers  and  men,  instead  one  day  in  eight, 
order  passed,  427 

one  way  street  orders  passed:  Columbia  rd.,  Wards  6  and  7,  during 
summer  months,  225 

parking:  drive  against,  daytime  or  evening  parking  in  residential 
districts,  order  not  to  allow,  passed,  222 

parking  drive:  modification  to  affect  only  the  business  sections,  order 
passed,  184,  185 

pension  appropriation  of  department: 

Baxter,  Mrs.  Walter,  458 
McDonald,  Daniel  J.,  237 

reimbursements: 

see  Contingent  Fund,  charges  against,  department,  names 
Thomas  G.  Supple,  Division  11:  for  personal  injuries  while  on  duty, 
order  referred  to  claims  committee,  279,  280 

report  of  Simpson  escape:  read  to  City  Council,  341-344 

reserve  force:  order  to  consider,  for  emergencies  to  be  paid  for  actual 

services,  referred  to  executive  committee,  32,  33-report  on  order,  no 

further  action  necessary,  47 
retirement,  Daniel  J.  McDonald:  resolution  for  enactment  of  legis- 
lation, passed,  183 
safety    of   school    children:  conference    with    school    committee    to 

insure  safety  against  automobiles,   order  passed,  281,  282 
six-day  week  for  uniformed  policemen:  order  passed,  322 
station  3:  order  for  transfer  to  police  department,  from  public  building 

department,  passed,  47 
stations  3  and  10  remodeled:  sec  Police  Stations  Remodeled,  stations 

3  and  10  or  pages  115,  122,  170 
station  5:  order  to  consider  requesting  reopening  on  East  Dedham  st 

passed,  105,  106 
supplementary  budget,  $102,875:  order,  referred  to  appropriations 

committee,  180 
traffic  hazards,  Hill  Top  st.,  Ward  16:  trap  for  speeding  autoists, 

order  passed,  361 
tran  sfers : 

$9,500,  referred,  339-passed,  345 

$17,000,  referred,  413-passed,  421 
transfers,   H  relief  projects  from   library  department,   H   relief 
projects: 

$1,000,  referred,  432-passed,  439 


Police  Stations  Remodeled 

stations  3  and  10: 

order  for  appropriation  of  $7,593.09  from  sales  of  city  property  for 
remodeling,  referred  to  executive  committee,  115-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  122 

order  for  appropriation  of  $8,098.68,  from  appropriation  for  new 
additions,  and  improvement  of  fire  and  police  stations,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  115-passed,  122-second  reading,  and  passed 
170 


Port  Authority 

notice  from  secretary  of  state  of  appointment  of  Maxwell  B.  Grossman, 
member  of  Port  Authority,  filed,  221 

survey:  to  retain  service  of  consulting  engineers  in  business  in  Boston 

order  passed,  348 
transfers:  $125,  referred  to  executive  committee,  266-passed,  280 
transfer  of  property:  from  city,  survey  orjired,  222 


Post  Office  Building,  East  Boston 

proposed:  see  East  Boston,  U.  S.  post  offics  building  or  page  279 
1936  Proceedings,  also  1937  Proceedings,  page  25,  65 

Practical  Arts  High  School 

loan,  P.  W.  A.,  Acts,  1933,  chap.  366:  order  for  $156,500,  referred  tc 
finance  committer,  125,   126 

Preference  to  Former  Employees 

order  to  give  preference  to,  passed,  52,  83,  245,  328,  389,  425 

President  of  City  Council 

order  for  no  consecutive  terms  for  president,  referred  to  rules  committee, 
22 

President  of  United  States 

invitation  to  Evacuation  Day  celebration,  March  17,  1937,  order  passed  ( 
32 

Printing  Committee 

members:  Councilors   Selvitella,   P.   A.   Murray,   Finley,   Rosenberg1 

Norton,  19 

Printing  Department 

five-day  week:  order,  pages  197,  200,  238,  288,  322-message  anc 
report  that  the  order  has  been  put  in  operation,  filed,  460 

forty-hour  week:  preambles  and  order  for  with  prevailing  unior 
wages,  referred  to  executive  committee,  341 

municipal  register:  order  for  statistics  department  to  print,  chargeabli 
to  city  documents  appropriation,  passed,  97 

transfers:  $776.73,  $1,582.18,  referred,  355-passed,  360 


\. 


Prison  Inspection  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Gleason,  chairman,  Doherty,  Finley,  McGrath 

P.  A.  Murray,  19 
reports  for  1936  and  1937:  received,  accepted,  18;  4S2 

Prison  Point  Bridge 

conference    with    Metropolitan    District    Commission,    for    erection    o. 
safety  fence  to  reduce  accidents,  order  passed,  348 

Psychopathic  Hospital 

molestation  of  minors:  observation  for,  order  passed,  361 


Public  Buildings  Department 

city  hall  convenience  station   repair:  order  for  repair  for  use  o     , 

public,  passed,  33-message,  communication,  filed,  42 
767  East  Fourth  St.:  data  in  re  every  offer  received,  order  passed,  22i 
Hyde  Park  wading  pool:  consider  turning  on  water  during  hot  spell 

order  passed,  256 
information  on  tax  title  property:  order  passed,  457,  458 
lease  of  police  station  8  to  American  Legion,  North  End  Post  fo 

one  year,  passed,  201,  202-message,  veto,  filed,  203 
parking  spaces,  city  owned   property:  order  to  allow  to  citizens 

passed,  32 
police  station  3:  order  for  transfer  to  police  department,  passed,  74 
reason  for  delay  in  sale:  392  Commercial  st.,  61  Dover  St.,  27  Cambrii 

st.,  order  passed,  224,  225 
tax  title  property  sales:  information,  two  orders,  passed,  118,  119 
transfer,  Commercial  and  Prince  sts. :  known  as  gas  house  property 

to  park  department  for  playground  purposes,  order  passed,  247 


PUBLIC 
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Public  Buildings  Department,  Continued 

transfers: 

$1,250,  referred,  379 

$25,  referred,  413-passed,  421 

$105,  referred,  432-passed,  439 

$1,250,  referred,  379-passed,  440 

TO  PARK  department: 

Chandler's  pond  for  playground  purposes,  order  passed,  464 
3  Ophir  st.,  Jamaica  Plain,  to  park  department:  for  addition 
to  Cornwall  st.  playground,  order  passed,  423,  424 


Public  Celebrations 

appropriation:  order  for,  $5,000,  passed,  32 

chairman :  resolution  against  choice  of  other  than  elected  city  official, 

passed,  54 
Constitution  Day,  September  17,  orders  to  close  county  and  city 

buildings,  passed,  364 
Dorchester  Day:  order  for  fitting  celebration,  June  5,  passed,  221 
Evacuation  Day,  March   17:  order  for  invitation  to  the  President  of 

the  United  States,  passed,  32 


Public  Lands 

sales: 

centre  st.  and  quinn  way,  west  roxbury:  $300  at  auction,  referred 
to  public  lands  committee,  84-report  accepted,  order  recommitted 
to   public   lands   committee,   385 


Public  Lands  Committee 

J     members:  Councilors    Kerrigan,     chairman,     Kilroy,    Agnew,    P.    J. 
Fitzgerald,  Wilson,  19 
reports:  60  (Fiske  wharf),  170,  244,  309,  456 


[Public  Lands  and  Tax  Title  Property  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Kerrigan,   chairman,  Agnew,   Doherty,   Finley, 

P.  J.  Fitzgerald,  Kilroy,  Shattuck,  Wilson 
reports:  47,  74,  75,  244,  312,  360,  384,  461,  466,  467 


[Public  Safety  Committee 

members:  Councilors    Agnew,    chairman,    Selvitella,    G.    A.    Murray 

McGrath,  Brackman,  Mellen,  Tobin,  19 
reports:  47 


Public  Utilities  Commission  of  Massachusetts 

elimination,  service,  installation  and  connection  charges:  order 

for  public  hearing  in  connection  with  New  England  Telephone  and 

Telegraph  Company  charges,  passed,  371,  372 
New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad:  service  curtailment  at 

Jamaica  Plain  and  Forest  Hills  stations,   order  for  formal  protest 

passed,  373 
notice  of  disapproval  of  license  to  operate  busses  from  Weld  and  Maple 

sts.,  West  Roxbury,  filed,  220 
telephone  meters  measuring  outgoing  calls:  order  passed,  256 

Public  Welfare  Committee 

members:  Councilors    Agnew,    chairman,    Roberts,     Wilson,    Finley 
P.  A.  Murray,  19 

Public  Welfare  Department 

organization:  James   A.    McMurry,    chairman,    Clifford    P.    Warren, 

vice-chairman,  Edward  H.  Willey,  treasurer,  Patrick  J.    Moynihan, 

secretary  and  executive  director,  salary  $6,000  annually,  notice  filed 

220 
overseers  appointed:    Philip  J.  Feinberg,  3  years;    William  J.   Finn, 

3  years;    Margaret  J.  Gookin,  3  years;    Mary  Louise  R.    Harwood, 

3  years,  195,  196 
aid  to  aliens:  if  payments  are  optional  or  obligatory  information  from 

law  department,  order  passed,  325,  326-message,  report  filed,  331-333 
arrest  of  recipients:  cards  indicating  receipt  of  welfare,  order  to  keep 

list  of  names  and  addresses,  referred  to  welfare  committee,  214,  215 
case  load,  welfare  visitors: 

order  to  consider  cutting  down,  passed,  34 

order  as  above,  passed,  52 

child's    death,    Fenno    estate,    Roxbury:  order    for   investigation, 
passed,  469 


Public  Welfare  Department,  Continued 

free  uniforms  for  military  training:  for  scholars  of  recipient  families, 
order  passed,  425 

fuel  orders:  relief  orders  issued  at  once  for  welfare  recipients  during 
cold  weather,  order  passed,  374 

increased  allotments: 

order  to  consider,  passed,  418 

above  that  allowed  for  park  department  horse,  order  passed,  202 

information  in  re  aliens  on  active  relief:  order  passed,  293,  294- 
message,  communication,  filed,  295 

information  under  three  heads:  order  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 402-passed,  407 

law  department  attitude  toward  recipients:  order  for  information 
where  verdicts  against  city  have  been  received,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  118-report  referring  to  public  welfare  committee  accepted, 
122-statements  by  Councilor  Norton,  122,  123 

list,  number  on  rolls  and  number  "employables":  order  passed, 
311-message,  communication,  filed,  329 

loans:  see  Loans,  outside  debt  limit  and  public  welfare  department 

meetings:  message,  communication,  filed,  409 

milk: 

fresh  milk  instead  of  powder  substitute,  order  passed,  348;  362 
distribution  to  W.  P.  A.  workers,  order  passed,  458 
for  recipients,  order  passed,  425 

old-age  pension  rejections:  order  for  authority  for  rejection,  passed, 
199 

outside  debt  limit  borrowing  legislation:  resolution  referred  to 
executive  committee,  55-report  accepted,  resolution  passed,  61,  62 

$1,000,000  outside  debt  limit:  for  central  office,  order  referred  to 
executive  committee,  289-report  accepted,  order  passed,  291-passed 
on  second  reading,  321-approval  of  Emergency  Finance  Board,  340 

proceeds  of  gasoline  tax:  to  be  diverted  from  road  building  to  welfare 
purposes  for  two  years,  order  for  legislation  passed,  447,  448 

reinstatement,  W.  P.  A.  workers:  conference  for  extension  of  time 
of  reinstatement,  from  60  to  120  days,  order  passed,  424 

salaries,  child  welfare  visitors:  same  salary  basis  as  other  welfare 

visitors,  order  passed,  171 
seek  private  employment:  consider  adjusting  working  schedule  to 

allow  opportunity,  order  passed,  322,  323-message,  communication, 

filed,  330,  331 
Suffolk  Downs  race  track  winnings:  uncollected  for  old-age  assistance 

and  welfare,  order  ruled  out  of  order,  61 
retroactive  payments,  old  age   pensions:    order  to  start,  passed, 

21,  22,  51,  52-discussion  involving  a  Mr.  Collins,  referred  to  public 

welfare  committee,  75,  76-motion  for  appearance  of  Director  Moynihan 

and  a  visitor,  Mr.  Collins,  March  15,  Council  meeting,  carried,  83 
transfers:. 

$38,000,  referred,  413-passed,  421 

$2,000  (bridge  service),  referred,  413-passed,  421 

$2,875,  referred,  432-passed,  439 
vocational  training:  for  untrained  help  on  welfare  rolls,  order  passed 

374 

W.  P.  A.  lay-offs:  aid  for  deserving  cases  recently  laid  off,  order  passed, 

274 


P.  W.  A. 

disapproval  of  terms  for  labor  on  contracts:  resolution  expressing 

non   approval   of   closed  shop   conditions   exacted,   referred  to  rules 

committee,  347 
edgestone  where  resurfacing:  under  Federal  auspices,  order  passed, 

374,  375 
municipal   building,   Ward   16:  order  to  arrange  for  construction, 

passed,  31,  32 
Practical  Arts  high  school  loan,  $156,000:  order  referred  to  finance 

committee,  125,  126 
relief   station,    Dorchester:  order   for   erection    by    Federal   funds, 

passed,  60 
school  agreements  for  Roxbury  district,  P.  W.  A.,  Docket  No.  Mas3> 

1088;  Dorchester  district,   No.   1089;     Phillips  Brooks  district,   No. 

1090,   page   402,    1936   Proceedings-report   accepted,    orders   passed, 

William  Howard  Taft  school:  $446,000  project,  referred  to  finance 

committee,  180,  181 
South  Boston  high  school  alterations  and  additions,  necessary 

equipment:  order  superseding  previous  order  and  agreeing  to  abide 

by  rules  of  P.  W.  A.  form,  179,  referred  to  executive  committee,  261, 

262-order  passed,  280 
police  communications  system:  message  and  order  for  approval  of 

order   authorizing  execution   and   deliverance,   referred   to  executive 

committee,  66-report  accepted,  order  passed,  82 


PUBLIC 
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Public  Works  Department 

divisional     engineer,     highway    division:  William     T.     Morrissey 
appointed  by  Commissioner,  268 

all  non-major  streets:  fixed,  order  passed,  389 

ashes  and  garbage  collection  orders  passed: 

garbage  collection  investigation,  Ward  14,  order  passed,  373 
revocation  of  license  of  private  citizens  collecting  in  Dorchester,  324 

boundary,  Calvary  cemetery:  survey  of  all  streets  bounding,  report 

by  June  21,  order  referred  to  public  lands  committee,  221 
bridge  repair  orders  passed : 

all  bridges,  458 

Ward  20,  375,  393 
catch-basin  orders  passed: 

Ward  6,  293 

Ward  18,  464 
Centre  st.  island  openings: 

Buchanan  rd.,  Walter  st.  north  and  south,  Allendale  rd.  and  Faulkner 

hospital  entrance,  order  to  make  same  width  as  intersecting  streets, 

passed,  174;  order  to  construct  opening  at  Westchester  rd.,  Ward  19, 

passed,  175-message,  communication,  filed,  209 

chauffeurs'  pay:  $5.50  minimum  to  conform  with  rating  for  position, 

order  passed,  245 
citizen  labor  clause  in  contracts:  order  for,  report  on  inclusion  of 

clause  of  chap.  40,  sect,  13,  Revised  Ordinances  of  1925,  passed,  71 
clean-up   week:  order  to   confer   with   health,   park,   fire  and   police 

departments,  passed,  120 
clean-up  week  appropriation:  order  for  $24,000,  referred  to  executive 

committee,  194,  195 
cleaning  sewers  order  passed:  Ward  2,  362 
completion  assistance,  Forsyth  way:  to  W.  P.  A.  authorities,  order 

passed,  197 
contracts  information  from  finance  commission:  report  regarding 

sewer  contracts  under  .$1,000,  received,  filed,  14-17 
drawtenders,  toll  guards:  raising  hours  of  labor  in  line  with  other 

city  employees,  two  orders,  passed,  114 
edgestones  orders  passed:  Ward  1,  (2  orders)  363,  364 
elimination  of  curve,  River  st.,  Readville  area,  Hyde  Park,  order 

passed,  226;  328 
employees,  per  diem:  same  basis  as  regular  employees  relative  to 

time  off,  order  passed,  244 
fence  orders  passed:    Ward  2  (Chelsea  and  Prison  Point  bridges),  348 
fire  prevention  week,  October  9-16:  cooperate  with  fire  department 

order  passed,  402 

garbage  bids  information:  under  two  heads,  order  passed,  215 
garbage  contracts,  Dorchester:  information  covering  past  ten  years, 

order  passed,  215-report  filed,  231 
Hancock  St.,  yard  office: 

use  as  baby  clinic  by  health  department,  order  passed,  40 

retained  for  historical  interest,  order  passed,  40-message,  communica- 
tion, filed,  68 
ice  for  drinking  fountains:  order  for  $6,500,  passed,  249 
lay  out,  construct  orders  passed:  see  Street  Laying-out  Department 
Lien  Act,    1923:  order  for  correction   of  Act  relating  to  collection  of 

unpaid  water  rates,  passed,  11,  12 
lighting  orders  passed: 

Ward  2,  222 

Ward  6,  20 

Ward  7,  215 

Ward  8,  223 

Ward  10,  20 

Ward  14,  (2  orders)  113,  197,  215,  385,  402 

Ward  20,  388 

Ward  21,  (3)  52 
loans  for  sewerage  works:  see  Loans,  sewerage  works 
Loonie    (M.    H.)    contract:  order   not   to  dispense  with  advertising 

or  use  truck  at  $4,320  per  year,  referred  to  executive  committee,  22 
north  ferry  bathing  beach  survey:  order  for,  passed,  197 
overpass,  Forest  Hills:  at  Parkway  considered  one  of  most  dangerous 

crossings,  order  passed,  363 
paving  orders  passed: 

Ward  6,  261 

Ward  7,  (2)  52;  81,  345,  375 

W  rd  10,  328 

Ward  12,  (3)  215,  (6)  275 

Ward  14,  74 

Ward  19,  (2)  276,  (5)  327 
permit,  building  extension  30  Birch  st.,  West  Roxbury:    request 

forward  to  City  Council,  preambles  and  order,  to  grant  with  right  of 

entrance  for  repairs  by  city  employees,  referred  to  .public  lands  com- 
mittee, 218-report  accepted,  order  passed,  244 
Pleasant    Hill    ave.,    sewer    works    information:  work    by    Louis 

Balboni,   Inc.,   under  two  heads,   order  passed,    186,    187-message, 

report  received,  filed,  193 
protection,  W.  P.  A.  workmen:    at  Wood  are.,  Hyde  Park  project, 

order  for  protection  against  blasting,  passed,  4S 


Public  Works  Department,  Continued 

reimbursements:  see  Contingent  or  Reserve  Fund,  name  of   employee 

release  of  rights  of  abutting  owners,  Colwell  ave.:  message,  pre- 
ambles and  order,  referred  to  public  lands  committee,  55,  56 

removal  of  ragweeds: 

Ward  14,  260,  message,  communication,  filed,  284 

removal  of  trees,  Blue  Hill  ave.:  from  Washington  to  Walk  Hill  sts., 

Ward  14,  order  passed,  80 
removal,  traffic  island,  Egleston  sq.:  order  for  removal  or  reduction, 

passed,  82 
resurfacing  orders  passed: 

Ward  2,  347,  348,  304 

Ward  6.  (2)  20 

Ward  7,  247 

Ward  10,  41,  (2  orders)  347 

Ward  14,  (3)  97,  215,  (2)  122,  323,  (  ,)  348,  407 

Ward  16,  376,  407 

Ward  17,  294 
safety  island:  Washington  and  River  sts.,  order  for,  passed,  US 
sewer  department  orders: 

Ward  18,  464 

contract  under  $1,000:  information  from  finance  commission,  14  to 
17 
sewerage    works,     $162,026.50:  orders    for    appropriation    from  tax 

income,  referred  to  finance  committee,   14-report  accepted,  rejected 

without  prejudice,  30-message,  with  re-submission  of  orders,  referred 

to   finance   committee,    38,    39-report   accepted,    motion   to   send   to 

executive  committee,  with  public  works  commissioner  present,  lost, 

46,   47-order  rejected,   47-order  resubmitted,   referred   to   executive 

committee,  53,  57,  58-statement  submitted,  58-finance  comm 

report,    filed,    58,    59   executive   committee   report   accepted,    order 

passed,  62 
sewerage  works,  $690,000:  order  for  loan,   referred  to  finance  com- 
mittee,  14-report  accepted,   rejected   without  prejudice,   30-message 

with  resubmission  of  orders,  referred  to  finance  committee,   38,  39- 

report  accepted,  motion  to  send  to  executive  committee  with  public 

works   commissioner   present,    lost,   46,   47-order   rejected,   47-order 

resubmitted,    referred    to    finance   committee,    56,    57,    58-statement 

submitted,  filed,  5S-finance  commission  report,  filed,  58,  59 
sewerage  works,  $100,000:    Acts  1936,  chap.   178,  sect.  1,  also  chap. 

221,  sect.  5,  cooperation  with  Federal  government,  order  for  appro- 
priation by  loan-substitute  order  for  $600,000,   ruled   out  of  order, 

original  order  for  $100,000,  passed,  109,  110-second  reading,  pa-^ed. 

131 
sewerage  works,  $450,000:  message  and  order,  referred  to  executive 

committee,  262-report  recommending  new  order,  $25,000,  accepted, 

order  for  $25,000,  passed,  280-read  finally,  passed,  291 
sewerage  works,  $425,000:  order,  referred  to  finance  committee,  280- 

report  accepted,  offering  new  order  for  $100,000,  order  passed,  321- 

passed  on  second  reading,  340,  341 
sewerage    works    loans:     $425,000,   412-$75,000,   440-$100,000    and 

$600,000,   109,   110,   131-$350,000  reduced  to  $75,000,  456-$275,000, 

456,   460,   4G1-$180,000  or  $100,000,  462,  463;  see  Loans,  sewerage 

works 
shutting    off   water    without    notice:     Prospect    ave.,    Roslindale, 

withhold  approval  of  damage  payment,  until  full  information  from  all 

property  owners  received,  order  passed,  244 
sidewalk  assessment  orders  passed: 

Cheney  St.,  383 

Hyde  Park  ave.,  383 

Leonard  St.,  383 

Wards  6  and  7,  29 

Ward  13,  29 

Ward  14,  29 

Ward  IS,  (2)  29 

Ward  19,  29,  456 

Ward  20,  (4)  29 
sidewalk  orders  passed: 

Ward  1,  364 

Ward  2,  362 

Ward  3,  39 

Wards  5  and  18,  (repair)  34 

Ward  6,  311 

Ward  7,  468 

Ward  9,  345 

Ward  16,  237 

Ward  17,  426 

Ward  IS,  245 

Ward  21,  474 
sidewalk  repair:  all  defects  as  soon  as  reported,  order  passed,  121,  122 
Stony   Brook   building  license:    message,  preambles  and  order  for 

building  and  proper  maintenance  license  to  C.  and  R.  Construction 

Company,  referred  to  public  lands  committee,  301 
straightening  River  St.,  around  Mill  Pond,  Readville,  Ward  IS,  order 

passed,  226 
street  cleaning  orders  passed:  all  streets,  once  a  week,  passed,  385 
suburban  streets:  order  for  repair  and  laying  out,  passed,  256 
suspension  of  employee:  order  for  suspension  instead  of  discharge, 

passed,  215 
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'ublic  Works  Department,  Continued 
traffic  circle  orders  passed:  Old  Colony  blvd.  at  Freeport  St.,  120 

transfers: 

$2,500,  referred,  266-passed,  280 

$500  and  $2,000  and  $20,000,  referred,  290-passed,  291 

$14,200,  $800,  referred,  317-passed,  328 

$2,000,  referred,  339-passed,  345 

$17,500,  $7,000,  referred,  355-passed,  360 

$100  and  $150  (Wayfarers'  Lodge),  referred,  379-passed,  406 

$2,000  and  $2,000  (bridge  service),  referred,  413-passed,  421 

$2,000  and  $5,000,  referred,  379-passed,  406 

$30,000,  referred,  355-rejected,  360-assigned  to  next  meeting,  376- 
postponed  until  executive  meeting,  385 

$5,000,  referred,  432-passed,  439 
transfers  between  departmental  H,  relief  projects  appropriations: 

to  election  depaetment,  $1,000:  message,  order,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee,  353-passed,  360 

from  library   department,   H,   reliep  PROJECTS:  $3,500,   referred, 
396-passed,  406 
tunnel,  Hyde  Park  ave.  to  Washington  St.,  order  passed,  34 
water  division:  collection  of  delinquent  taxes,  establishment  of  central 

bureau,  order  passed,  363 
whiteway  lighting  orders  passed:  Ward  7,  186 


Radio  Propaganda 

against  Catholic  church:  Federal  Communications  Commission,  order 
to  investigate  legality  of  WMEX  radio  station,  passed,  150 

(Radios  in  School  Programs 

widespread  use:  order  to  confer  with  school  committee,  passed,  120,   121 

Ramps,  Boston  and  Albany  Tracks 

|    Boylston,  Exeter  sts.  and  Huntington  ave.:  construction  to  be  used, 
as  free  parking  space  for  Boston  residents,  order  passed,  202 

Randidge  Fund  Excursions 

I    order  for  $5,000,  chargeable  to  contingent  fund,  passed,  260 


|^at  Poison 

in    school    buildings:  discontinue   use   in   all   schools   of   all   poisons 

injurious    to   children,    order   passed,   419-message,    communication, 
filed,  429 


Rawding  Lines 

J     transfer  of  service:   on  route  purchased  by  Boston.  Elevated  Railroad, 
busses  on  route  from  Rowes  Wharf  to  Fish  Pier,  message,  filed,  476 


Real  Estate 

revaluation  in  Boston:  especially  in  Brighton- Allston  districts  which 
are  over  assessed,  order  passed,  419,  420 


Re> Employment  of  Former  Employees 

preference  to  those  discharged  after  twenty  to  thirty-six  years'  service, 
order  passed,  245,  328 


Registry  Department 

registrar:  Frank  J.  O'Toole  vice  Hilda  H.  Quirk,  resigned,  129;  notice 
of  appointment  of  Philip  P.  Coveney,  four  years  to  April  30,  1941, 
filed,  290 

transfers:  $400,  referred,  414-passed,  421 


Regulation  for  Barber  Shops 

ordinance,  referred  to  ordinances  committee,  448-ordinance  passed,  450- 

motion  to  reconsider,  lost,  452-message,  veto,  465 
ordinance,  referred  to  ordinances  committee  over  motion  of  reference 

to  executive  committee,  466-motion  to  recommit  to  committee  lost, 

vote   doubted,    motion   lost,    ordinance   passed,    471,    472,   473-com- 

Juunication  with  message,  filed,  476,  477,  478 


Reinstatements 

Kelley,  Richard  P.,  lamplighter,  order  passed,  388 
W.  P.  A.  workers:  extension  of  time  from  00  to  120  days,  order  passed, 
424 

Release  of  Rights  of  Abutting  Owners 

Colwell  ave.:  message,  preambles  and  orders,  referred  to  public  lands 
committee,  55,  56-report  accepted,  referred  to  executive  committee, 
170-report  accepted,  order  passed,  171-final  reading,  passage,  188,  189 

Release  of  Sureties  on  Bonds 

American  Surety  Company:  Condit  Electrical  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany and  Allis-Chalmers  Manufacturing  Company,  order  for  release 
of  bond,  referred  to  executive  committee,  126,  127-release  of  Condit 
Electrical  Manufacturing  Company  order  for  release,  passed,  138 

Hanley  Oil  Company,  Inc.:  message,  preambles  and  order  for  release 
of  $20,000  bond  given  by  Maryland  Casualty  Company,  referred 
to  executive  committee,  78,  79,  80-report  accepted,  order  passed,  112- 
order  for  release,  referred  to  executive  committee,  296 

Ballard  Oil  Burning  Equipment  Company:  message,  preambles  and 
order  for  release  of  $20,000  bond  by  Maryland  Casualty  Company, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  78,  79-report  accepted,  order  passed, 
112 

The  Texas  Company:  message,  preambles  and  order  for  release  of 
$20,000  bond  given  by  United  .States  Fidelity  &  Guaranty  Company, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  91-report  accepted,  order  passed,  112 

U.  S.  Fidelity  &  Guaranty  Company:  for  Carnegie  Steel  Company, 
order  for  release  of  liability,  referred  to  executive  committee,  232- 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  239 

Relief  Hospital,  Dorchester 

under  W.  P.  A.  auspices:  at  no  cost  to  city,  order  to  confer  with 
Federal  authorities,  passed,  372 

Removals  from  Office 

Egan,  James  J.,  member,  board  of  school  buildings  commission,  filed,  8 
Gallagher,  Thomas  L..,  and  Edward  J.  Potter,  constables,  removed 
by  the  Mayor,  10 

Rendering  Plants 

operating  illegally: 

order  for  law  department  to  take  action  against,  referred  to  public 

safety  committee,  40,  41 
order  for  report  of  action  taken,  passed,  407 

Reorganization  of  City  Departments 

correction  of  remarks  by  Councilor  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  page  399,  Pro- 
ceedings of  1936,  23 

information  from  department  heads:  order  for  before  March  15 
for  Council  use  in  study  of  subject,  passed,  9-message,  copy  of  circular 
letter  sent  department  heads,  filed,  27-message  and  departmental 
heads'  reports,  filed,  126 

Reports  to  City  Council 

active  alien  welfare  cases:  report  received,  filed,  295 

aid   to  aliens:  from   law   department,   proportional  number   on  rolls, 

filed,  331-333 
annual  budget:  report    of    appropriations    committee,    138    to    149, 

inclusive 
appropriation,   $50,000:  for   traffic  signals,  loan,   referred   to  finance 

committee,  80,  81-report  accepted,  order  passed,  169 
appropriations  committee:  city  and  county  accepted,  order  passed, 

110,  111,  211,  212-214 
appropriation   for   police   boats:  order,   $75,000,   from   sales  of  city 

property,  1936  Proceedings',  372,  373-finance  commission  report,  9 
budget  by  finance  commission:  report  received,  filed,  91,  92,  93 
city  telephones:  information  filed,  115,  116 
claims:  report  on  petition  of  Frederic  G.  Menhi  and  order  for  $28.80, 

passed,  97 
claims  committee:  report  accepted,  10,  82 
claims  committee  petitions:  Bernard  J.  Casey,  Joseph  S.  Snyder, 

Charles  G.  Shannon,   John  Gallagher,   William  H.   Bennett,  30,  31, 

97,  98 
codification  of  statutes:  report  from  law  department,  filed,  65 
Codman    Hill    Construction    Company    contracts    with    George 

Robert  White  Kund:  from  finance  commission,  filed,  367-370;   380- 

383;  415-418,  435-439 
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Reports  to  City  Council 

Conveyancers  Title  Insurance  and  Mortgage  Company:  report 
filed,  349,  350 

Dedham  Hyde  Park  Gas  and  Electric  Company  property  pur= 

chase:  received,  filed,  455 
Dillaway  House:  preservation  expenses,  $25,000,  129,  130,   131 
extra   payments  on   contracts:  ordinance  limiting  to   10   per   cent, 

report  on  legality  of  such  ordinance,  filed,  232,  233 
fire  hazards,  Charlestown :  from  fire  commissioner,  filed,  365 
Firemen's  Relief  Fund:  report  from  treasurer  of  fund,  filed,  435 
garbage  contracts,  Dorchester:    message,  report  from  public  works 

commissioner,  filed,  231 
hospitals  committee: 

report  accepted,  94 

(2  orders), reports  accepted,  orders  passed,  103,  104 

illegal  collection  of  rentals,  city  property:  law  department  report, 

filed,  330 
jitney  licenses:  73,  104 

law  department  expense:  report  sent,  filed,  345-347 
license,  fees  committee:  received,  accepted,  483,  484 
Old    Harbor   Village   taxes  and   service   charges:  report  from   law 

department,  filed,  391,  392,  393 
post  office,  East  Boston :  message,  reports,  filed,  297,  298 
prison     inspection    committee:   18;  report    approving    conduct    of 

Suffolk  County  jail  received,  strongly  dissenting  opinion  from  Councilor 

Doherty,  report  accepted,   ordered  printed,   482 
public  lands  committee:  60 

public  lands  and  tax  title  property  committee:  sales  recommenda- 
tions accepted,  five  parcels,  passed,  three  rejected,  47 

refund,  taxes  erroneously  paid:  order,  198-message,  communication, 
filed 

repot  ts  of  standing  and  special  committees:    see  individual  com- 
mittees as  listed  in  City  Council 
results  of  election,  November  2,  1937:  for  mayor,  Maurice  J.  Tobin 
councilors: 

Ward  1,  Irwin,  Francis  W.     - 

Ward  2,  Galvin,  William  J. 

Ward  3,  Fitzgerald,  John  I.,  reelected 

Ward  4,  Chase,  Perlie  Dyar 

Ward  5,  Shattuck,  Henry  L.,  reelected 

Ward  6,  Murray,  George  A.,  reelected 

Ward  7,  Kerrigan,  John  E.,  reelected 

Ward  8,  Dowd,  John  F.,  reelected 

Ward  9,  Harris,  Mildred  M.,  reelected 

Ward  10,  Carey,  William  A. 

Ward  11,  Englert,  Edward  L. 

Ward  12,  Taylor,  Charles  I. 

Ward  13,  Hutchinson,  Edward  A. 

Ward  14,  Rosenberg,  .Sidney,  reelected 

Ward  15,  Kelly,  John  B. 

Ward  16,  Fish,  Philip  Austin 

Ward  17,  Wilson,  Robert  Gardiner,  Jr.,  reelected 

Ward  18,  Norton,  Clement  A.,  reelected 

Ward  19,  Murray,  Peter  A.,  reelected 

Ward  20,  Lyons,  Theodore  F. 

Ward  21,  Agnew,  James  E.,  reelected 

Ward  22,  Sullivan,  Maurice  H. 
School  Committee: 

Joseph  Lee 

Frederick  R.  Sullivan  and 

Joseph  C.  White  to  fill  unexpired  term,  filed,  444 
sewer  division   contracts   under   $1,000:  from   finance   commission, 

received  and  filed,  14-17 
sewerage  works  loans  by  finance  commission:  sent,  filed,  58,  59 
sewerage    works    loan    $600,000,    appropriation    of    $162,026.50: 
finance  committee  reports  accepted,  orders  rejected  without  prejudice 

Simpson  escape  from  Charles  Street  jail:  report  of  police  depart- 
ment filed,  order  for  investigation  by  prison  committee,  passed,  341- 
344 

special    committee    on    abatements:  abatements    pending    before 

assessing   board   for    Conveyancers    Title    Insurance   and    Mortgage 

Company,  referred  to  committee,  August  30,  reports  accepted  and 

order  recommended  by  committee,  passed,  483 
suits  against  municipalities:  finance   committee,   report  filed,   166, 

167,  168,  169 
tax  title  property  by  law  department:  received  and  filed,  66,  67 
tax  title  property  legal  costs:  received,  filed,  283 
tax  title  property: 

message,  communication  and  list  filed,  309,  456 

Pleasant  Hill  ave.,  Morton  and  Washington  sts.  and  Gallivan  boule- 
vard, report  filed,  263-265 

received  on  Wilmington  ave.,  lots  77,  92,  134,  Ward  17,  filed,  165 

report  from  law  department,  filed,  233,  234 
unused    land   acquired    through    unpaid    taxes:  report   of   finance 

commission  received,  filed,  8,  9 


Re-Registration  of  Voters 

order  for  in  1937,  last  one  forty-one  years  ago,  passed,  49 

Resanding 

see  Park  Department,  name  of  beach 

Rescissions  of  Federal  Loans 

1935  loans  for  new  city   hall    ($2,500,000)   and    plans   ($60,000): 

order  to  request  Mayor  to  submit  resicsion  orders  covering,  passed,  j 

105 
W.  P.  A.,  Acts  of  1933: 

Chelsea  st.   and  Eastern   ave.   bridge:  Proceedings   1935,   pages 
326,  327,  339,  361,  362,  384,  385,  386,  419-438   limited  to  S450.O00 
rescission  order,   $300,000,   referred  to  executive  committee,   287,  . 
288-passed,  291-passed  with  final  reading,  312,  313 

Chelsea  north  bridge,  water  pipe  trestle:    Proceedings,  1935, 
$460,000,  pages  376,  377,  383,  384,  403,  404,  407,  453,  458.  limited 
to   $20,000      rescission   order  $15,000,   referred  to  executive  com-  i 
mittee,  287,  288-passed,  291-passed  on  final  reading,  312,  313 

construction,    replacement    of    sewers,    $1,000,000:  1933    Pro- 
ceedings, pages  376,  383,  399;     1934  Proceedings,  pages  170,   171,  l| 
181-198,  also  1937  Proceedings,  see  Loans,  sewerage  works,  rescission  | 
order,  $250,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  287,  288-passed   | 
291-passed  on  final  reading,  312,  313 

Dorchester  and  East  Boston  welfare  buildings:  Proceedings,  : 
1935,   $120,000  and  $60,000,   pages  376,   377,   3&3,   384,   391,   392,  I 
442,  402,  463,  466,  468,  limited  to  S40.000  each,  rescission  orders 
$20,000   each,   referred   to  executive  committee,   287,   288-passed, 
291 -passed  on  final  reading,  312,  313 

English  high  school  alterations:  message  and  order  to  limit  to 
$60,000,  order  to  borrow  in  excess,  $50,000,  be  rescinded,  referred 
to  executive  committee,  449,  450-second  reading,  passed,  464 

hospital  department,  new  buildings,  alterations  and  equip- 
ment: message  and  order  to  limit  to  $1,150,000,  order  to  borrow  in 
excess,  $420,000  be  rescinded,  referred  to  executive  committee,  449, 
450-second  reading,  passed,  464 

intermediate  school,  Eliot  so,.,  Roxburt:  message  and  order  to 
limit  to  $400,000,  order  to  borrow  in  excess,  $380,000,  be  rescinded, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  449,  450-second  reading,  passed, 
464 

intermediate   school,    Phillips   Brooks   district,    Dorchester:  • 
message  and  order  to  limit  to  $500,000,  order  to  borrow  in  excess, 
$350,000,  be  rescinded,  referred  to  executive  committee,  449,  450- 
second  reading,   passed,   464 

John  Marshall  Special  Class  School,  Dorchester:  Proceedings 
1933,  pages  265-267,  281.  393,  402,  428,  order  for  rescission  of 
authority  to  borrow  in  excess  of  $110,000,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  431-passed,  439-final  reading,  passed,  444 

police  communication  system:  message  and  order  to  limit  to 
$325,000,  order  to  borrow  in  excess,  $1 10,000,  be  rescinded,  referred 
to  executive  committee,  449,  450-second  reading,  passed,  464 

QuTNCY  Market  building:  Proceedings,  1935,  $460,000,  pages 
376,  377,  383,  384,  403,  404,  408,  449,  451,  456,  457,  limited  to 
$300,000  rescission  order,  $160,000,  referred  to  executive  committee, 
287,  288-passed,  291-passed  with  final  reading,  312,  313 

Robert  Gould  Shaw  school,  West  Roxbuhy:  Proceedings,  1933, 
pages  265-267,  281,  393,  402,  428,  order  for  rescission  of  authority 
to  borrow  in  excess  of  $850,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,   ' 
431-passed,  439-linally  read  and  passed,  444 

South  Boston  high  school  addition:  message  and  order  to  limit 
to  $300,000,   order  to   borrow   in   excess,    $235,000,    be  rescinded,   : 
referred  to  executive  committee,  450-second  reading,  passed,  464 

new  city  hall:  Proceedings,  1935,  pages,  326,  327,  339,  361,  362,  j 
384  to  386,  418,  419-order  to  request  the  Mayor  to  submit  rescis-  I 
sion  orders  ($2,500,000  and  $60,000  for  plans),  passed,  105 


Reserve  Fund 

appropriation   proposed:  $150,000  allowance  (for  department  trans- 
fers),   referred    to   executive    committee,    127,    128-report    accepted, 
communication,  filed,  138 
charges  against: 
to  contingent  fund: 

$75,000,   referred   to   executive   committee,   297-report   accepted, 

motion  to  reduce  to  $10,000,  passed,  312 
$65,000,    referred   to   executive    committee,    318-report    accepted, 

motion  to  reduce  to  $15,000,  order    as    amended,    passed,    345 
$50,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  366-amended  to  $25,000 
and  passed,  376 
election    department:  message    and    order,    $10,559,    referred    to 

executive  committee,  430-passed,  440 
fire  department:   Menhi,  Frederic  G.,  S2S.S0,  passed,  97 
fire  depabtment  damage  claims:    Charles  A.  O'Dowd,  $622.80,  10;    J 
Shannon,    Charles   G.,    $125    (Charles   F.    in    order   for    payment 
Charles  G.  in  petition),  order  passed,  31 
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Reserve  Fund,  Continued 

charges  against: 

housing  authority: 

$2,500,   order  referred  to  executive   committee,   378-passed,   385, 

386,  387 
$1,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  470-passed,  474 

MUNICIPAL    EMPLOYMENT    BUREAU: 

order  for  $25,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  43-report,  with 
new  draft  for  $5,000,  accepted,  passed,  53 

$10,000,  338-passed  ($5,000),  345 

message,    order,    $10,000,    referred   to   executive   committee,    412- 
report  accepted,  substitute  order  for  $5,000,  passed,  421 
mosquito  control  appropriation,  $300:  order,  referred  to  executive 

committee,  66-report  accepted,  order  passed,  82 
park  department:  Casey,  Bernard  J.,  order  for  $157.05,  passed,  30 
park  department,   head   house  pier   repairs:  $3,500,   referred  to 

executive  committee,  283-passed,  291 
police  department: 

Conaty,  Thomas  J.,  $147.15,  passed,  122 

Kerr,  Daniel  J.,  two  orders,  $100  each,  passed,  106 

Snyder,  Joseph  S.,  $50,  passed,  30,  31 

Worster,  Ernest  L.,  $1,000,  passed,  122 
public  works  department: 

Bennett,   William  H.,   order  for  $15,   chargeable  to  reserve  fund, 
passed,  30,  31 

Cass,  Robert  L.,  117,  order,  $262.70,  174 

Gallagher,  John,  $90,  passed,  31 

Hooley,  James,  $75,  reimbursement,  passed,  82 

Torpey,  Alfred  J.,  103-order,  $209.95,  171 

Shapiro,  Miriam  L.,  for  unused  liquor  license,  $1,400,  passed,  70 
statistics  department:  $1,315.03,  referred,  338-passed,  345 
statute    compilation,    $10,000:  to    law   department    for    expenses, 

order  referred  to  executive  committee,  409,  410-report  accepted, 

motion  to  reduce  number  of  Councilors  from  5  to  2  each,   lost, 

doubted,  amendment  passed,  order  as  amended,  passed,  421 
traffic  commission:    $1,000  (traffic  problems  committee),  referred, 

367-motion    to    lay  on   table    lost,    order    rejected,    reconsidered, 

assigned  to  next  meeting,  375,  376 

Reserve  Police  Force 

order  to  consider  establishing  for  emergencies,  to  be  paid  for  actual 
services,  referred  to  executive  committee,  32,  33 

Resignations 

Dowling,  John  C.  L.,  secretary  of  board  of  assessors  or  treasurer  of 
Federal  Savings  Bank  of  Boston,  order  for  resignation,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  102 

Gallagher,  Owen  A.,  as  member,  board  of  street  commissioners,  129 

Gallagher,  Thomas  L.,  as  constable,  notice  filed,  340 

Gorfinkle,  Louis,  as  constable,  359 

Leventhal,  John,  as  constable,  466 

Mayor,  order,  to  consider  requesting  and  turning  over  office  to  president 
of  city  council,  referred  to  rules  committee,  114,  150 

Quirk,  Hilda  H.,  as  city  registrar,  129 

Sanders,  Edwin  L.,  from  Animal  Rescue  League,  as  constable,  329 

Washburn,  Dr.  Frederic  A.,  institutions  commissioner,  filed,  30 

Retirements 

Boston  Retirement  System:  resolution,  approving  legislation  author- 
izing payments  for  incapacity  or  death,  due  to  hazards  of  employment, 
passed,  32-order  for  acceptance,  referred  to  executive  committee, 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  171 

Grogan,  Catherine  V.,  petition,  late  of  health  department,  340 

McDonald,  Daniel  J.,  resolution  approving  legislation  enactment,  for 
full  pay  retirement  because  of  injuries,  passed,  183 

McKenna,  Theresa,  petition  under  Laborer's  Pension  Act,  268- 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  280 

Murphy,  Timothy  W.,  assessor,  effective  January  15,  1937,  filed,  30 

Retroactive  Old  Age  Pension  Payments 

order  to  start,  referred  to  public  welfare  committee,  21,  22;  51,  52- 
discussion  involving  a  Mr.  Collins,  referred  to  public  welfare  com- 
mittee, 75,  76 

River  Street,  Hyde  Park 

dangerous  curve,  Readville  area:  order  to  eliminate,  passed,  328 

Road  Building 

order  to  request  the  Mayor  to  apply  for  possible  state  money  during  1937, 
under  General  Laws,  chap.  90,  186 


Road  Races 

Annual  Marathon,  April  19,  B.  A.  A.,  96 

Holy  Name  A.  A.,  Ten-Mile  Road  Race,  June  26,  order  passed,  249 
Michael  J.  O'Connell  Post  Annual  Road  Race,  April  17,  order  passed,  98 
Union   Park   st.,   April   10;   Cathedral   Club   cross-country   run,   order 
passed,  94 

Robert  Gould  Shaw  School,  West  Roxbury 

loan  rescission:  under  chap.  366,  Acts  of  1933,  amended  by  chap.  21, 
Acts  of  1933,  authority  to  borrow  in  excess  of  $850,000,  order  for 
rescission,  referred  to  executive  committee,  431-passed,  439 

Roberts,  George  W.,  Councilor,  Ward  4 

ward  area:  Back  Bay,  south  and  Fenway 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  19 

appropriations,  claims,  county  accounts  (chairman),  constables,  un- 
claimed baggage,  license  fees,  public  welfare,  19 
improvement  orders,  Ward  4: 

for  details:  see  Streets,  Squares,  Parkways  and  Circles,  improve- 
ment orders  passed 

Parker  and  Ruggles  sts.,  48  (with  Councilor  Wilson) 
orders: 

bicycle  riding,  Arnold  Arboretum.  197 

completion  of  Forsyth  way,  197 

traffic  signals,  Hemenway  St.,  170 

unlicensed  rendering  plants,  407 
points  of  information: 

attempted  reconsideration  of  barber  ordinance,  452 
remarks: 

county  classification,  408 

$100,000,  sewerage  loan,  109 

operation  of  rendering  plants,  41 

reports  of  committees:  appropriations,  112;  executive,  444,  445, 
447 

Roller  Skating 

order  to  consider  construction  of  roller  skating  facilities  in  playgrounds, 
passed,  105-message,  communication,  filed,   125 

Rosenberg,  Sidney,  Councilor,  Ward  14 

ward  area:  Dorchester,  west 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  19 

appropriations,    county    accounts    (chairman),    finance,    ordinances, 
printing,  municipal  lighting,  parks  and  playgrounds,   19 
improvement  orders,  Ward  14: 

for  details:  see  Streets,  Squares,  Parkways  and  Circles,  improve- 
ment orders  passed 

American  Legion  highway,  260 

Blue  Hill  ave.  (3  orders),  61,  197 

Blue  Hill  ave.,  at  Johnston  rd.,  113 

Blue  Hill  ave.,  at  Paxton  st.,  113 

Bradshaw  St.,  348 

Brunswick  st.,  Ward  14, "42 

Elm  Hill  ave.,  215 

Evelyn  St.,  215 

Fenelon  St.,  74 

Fowler  St.,  348 

Glenarm  st.,  407 

Greendale  st.,  402 

Intervale  St.,  323 

Jacob  st.,  20 

Lawrence  ave.,  97 

Magnolia  St.,  83 

Norwell  st.,  222 

Stanwood  st.,  97 

Vassar  st.,  222 
motions: 

attempted  reconsideration  of  barber  ordinance,  452 

next  meeting,  348 

report   of   committees,  ordinance  (recommitment),    lost,    472,    473 

reserve  police  force,  33 
orders: 

appropriation  for  traffic  signals,  80 

arc  light,  St.  Hugh's  church,  73 

bus  line  to  Forest  Hills,  51 

celebration,  Dorchester  Day,  221  (with  Councilors  P.  A.  Fitzgerald, 
MeGrath,  Tobin,  Wilson) 

change  of  car  rails,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  197 

collection,  delinquent  water  taxes,  363 

electric  light  to  replace  gas  lamp  on  Bernard  st.,  385 

Elevated  five-cent  Sunday  fare,  310 

•extension,  bus  line  service,  323 

extension  of  bus  line,  260 

fence,  Scarboro  Pond,  348 
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Rosenberg,  Sidney,  Councilor,  Ward  14,  Continued 

orders: 

fire  prevention  week,  402 

five-day  week  during  summer,  197 

footpath  between  Ormond  st.  and  Blue  Hill  ave.,  120 

Franklin  Field  gymnasium  and  recreation  buildings,  32 

honoring  Judge  Brandeis,  281  (with  Councilors  Norton  and  Brackman) 

insurance  policies  in  old  age  assistance,  280 

investigation,  collection  of  garbage  in  Dorchester  district,  373 

investigation,  committee  soliciting  funds  for  outing,  324 

leave  of  absence,  114 

leave  of  absence,  Jewish  employees  on  Jewish  holidays,  323  (with 
Councilor  Brackman) 

playground,  Dorchester,  74 

removal  of  trees,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  80 

renaming  Blue  Hill  ave.,  363  (with  Councilors  Norton,  Brackman) 

six-year  evening  high  school  course,  189 

survey  of  traffic  conditions,  Blue  Hill  ave.,  80 

traffic  signals,  dangerous  intersections,  363 

wading  pool,  Franklin  field,  324 

widening  Blue  Hill  ave.,  197 
remarks: 

appropriation  for  traffic  signals,  80,  81 

case  loads,  welfare  investigators,  34 

Elevated  five-cent  fare,  Sundays,  310,  311 

fence,  Scarboro  Pond,  348 

five-day  week  during  summer,  197 

food  prices,  Jewish  holidays,  341 

Franklin  Field  gymnasium  and  recreation  buildings,  32 

improvement,  American  Legion  highway,  260 

increase  in  insurance  rates  for  taxicabs,  360 

installation,  electric  fans,  Elevated  trains,  cars  and  busses,  293 

insurance  policies  in  old  age  assistance,  280 

investigation,  collection  of  garbage  in  Dorchester  district,  373 

investigation,  committee  soliciting  funds  for  outing,  324 

jitney  licenses,  104 

next  meeting,  349 

opposition  to  partition  plan  in  Palestine,  310 

playground,  Dorchester,  74 

reinstatement,  W.  P.  A.  workers,  424 

report  on  annual  budget,  142,  143 

reports  of  committees:  finance,  169;  ordinances,  472,  473 

six-year  evening  high  school  course,  189,  190 

streets  cleaned  once  a  week,  385 
resolutions: 

increase  in  insurance  rates  for  taxicabs,  360 

opposition  to  partition  plan  in  Palestine,  310 

resolutions   on   (death   of)    Edward   A.   Filene,   385   (with   Councilor 
Brackman) 
unanimous  consents:  attempted  reconsideration  of  barber  ordinance, 

452 
vote  doubts:  reports  of  committees,  ordinances,  473 


Roslindale  Municipal  Building 

convenience  station:  order  for  the  Mayor  to  arrange  for  installation, 
passed,  98 


Rules  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Wilson,  chairman,  Kerrigan,  Agnew,  Gallagher, 

P.  J.  Fitzgerald,  19 
reports:  189,  322 


Sales 

Deer  Island  pigs: 

message  and  order,  referred  to  executive  committee,  7-report  accepted 

order  rejected,  53 
message  and  order,  referred  to  executive  committee,  249-report  with 

new  draft  accepted,  new  order  passed,  280 
message,  communication  and  order,  referred  to  executive  committee, 

409-passed,  421 
order  for  auction,  passed,  177,  188 
guns  on  approval  of  police  department:  order,  forbidding  sale  of  guns 

of  any  character  and  registration  of  those  now  held,  passed,  418 
information  concerning  properties  sold  for  unpaid  taxes,  orders  passed, 

118,  119 
land,  Paris  and  Havre  sts.  to  United  States  Government:  (referred, 
message  and  order,  September   1,   1936)  referred  to  executive    com- 
mittee,   309-report    accepted,    order    passed,    312-second    reading, 
passed,  321 
tax  title  property: 

use   op  money  from   sales   of  tax  title  property   for    installation    of 

traffic  lights  at  dangerous  intersections,  order  passed,  372 
five  parcels  passed  and   three  rejected  on  recommendation   of  re- 
port which  was  accepted,  47 


Sales,  Continued 

tax  title  property: 

eight  parcels,  Boston,  Charlestown,  Dorchester,  Roxbury  and  West 
Roxbury,  order  for  auction,  referred  to  public  lands  and  tax  titles 
committees,  249-253 
tax  title  property  referred  to  public  lands  and  tax  title  property 
committees: 

Acadia  st,.  South  Boston,  message,  order  for  sale,  $75  minimum, 
433-referred  to  executive  committee,  456-passed,  458-read  finally, 
passed,  466,  467 

9  Adams  St.,  Dorchester,  message,  order  ($250  minimum),  249-253- 
report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360 

Albany  st.,  Boston,  message,  order  ($2,750),  249-253-report  ac- 
cepted, order  failed  to  pass,  assigned  to  next  meeting,  312-passed, 
322-passed  on  final  reading,  341 

416,  418,  420,  424  Amory  St.,  Boston,  message,  order  ($500  mini- 
mum), referred,  441,  443-referred  to  executive  committee,  456- 
passed,  458-read  finally,  passed,  466,  467 

116-118  B  st.,  South  Boston,  $1,500  minimum,  302,  306-report, 
order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  360 

Barnes  ave.  (15),  East  Boston,  message  and  order,  204-209- 
($256.35),  271-report  accepted,  failed  to  pass,  assigned  to  next 
meeting,  312 

Bayswater  st.,  East  Boston,  $800  minimum,  301,  302,  306-report, 
order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  360 

Blossom  ct.,  Boston,  message,  order  ($300)  minimum,  249-253- 
report  accepted,  order  failed  to  pass,  assigned  to  next  meeting,  312- 
passed,   322-passed   on   final  reading,   341 

Bolton  st.,  Sooth  Boston,  message,  order  ($800),  minimum,  208- 
209-failed  to  pass,  assigned  to  next  meeting,  312-passed,  322- 
passed  on  final  reading,  341 

22,  36  Bowdoin  St.,  Boston,  message,  order  ($600  minimum),  335, 
336-report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360— 
rejected,  361 

Bowdoin  st.  (387-393),  Dorchester,  message  and  order,  204-209- 
($1,450),  270-no  sale,  second  offer  ($750;,  396-reported  and  passed, 
461-finally  read,  passed,  474 

65  Call  st.,  West  Roxbury.  $150  (former  owner),  304,  306-report, 
order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  360 

Cambria  st.,  $1,500  lowest  price  at  public  auction  (Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5361,  page  470)  report,  of  tax  title  property  committee  ac- 
cepted, order  passed,  47-secoud  reading,  passage,  74 

88  Carroll  St.,  West  Roxbury,  message,  order  ($143  minimum), 
249-253-report  accepted,  order  failed  to  pass,  assigned  to  next 
meeting,  312-passed,  322-passed  on  final  reading,  341 

Centre  st.  and  Qcinn  way,  West  Roxbury,  $300  at  auction, 
referred,  84-report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee, 
384-report  accepted,  recommitted  to  committee,  385 

1  Chester  pl.  (Comet  pl.),  Boston,  message,  order  for  sale,  $400 
minimum,  434-referred  to  executive  committee,  456-passed,  458- 
read  finally,  passed,  466,  467 

Colorado  st.,  Dorchester,  message,  order  ($120  minimum),  442, 
443-referred  to  executive  committee,  456-passed,  458-read  finally, 
passed,  467 

Columbia  rd.  land,  order  see.  1935  Proceedings,  page  322-report 
accepted,  order  rejected,  244 

592  Columbus  ave.,  Boston,  $2,150  minimum,  306,  309-report, 
order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360 

392  Commercial  st.,  $1,200  at  public  auction  (Suffolk  Deeds,  Book 
o436,  page  357)  report  of  tax-title  property  committee  accepted, 
order  passed,  47-second  reading  and  passage,  74 

Corey  st..  West  Roxbury,  message,  order  ($725  minimum),  355- 
359-passed,  387-passed,  422 

34  Cottaoe  ST.,  Charlestown,  message,  order  ($100  minimum), 
355-359-passed,  422 

Croydon  st.,  Dorchester,  message,  order  ($100  minimum),  442, 
443-referred  to  executive  committee,  456-passed,  458-read  finally, 
passed,  467 

Cummins  Highway  at  Sycamore  st.,  Roslindale,  message,  order 
($300  minimum),  336-report,  order  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 360-passed,  360 

D  ST.,  South  Boston,  message,  order  ($470)  minimum.  204-207,  270 

Dana  ave.  (219),  Hyde  Park,  message  and  order,  204-209-($742).  270 

3,  8,  16  Dartmouth  st.,  Boston,  $900  minimum,  305,  206-report, 
order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  360 

Douglas  ct.,  Boston,  message,  order,  204-209-report  accepted, 
order  failed  to  pass,  assigned  to  next  meeting,  312-passed,  322- 
passed  on  final  reading,  341 

61  Dover  st.,  Boston,  $1,550  lowest  price  at  public  auction  (Docu- 
ment 114021,  title  No.  30422)  report  of  tax-title  property  committee 
accepted,  order  passed,  47-second  reading,  passed,  74,  75-referred 
to  executive  committee,   456-passed,   458 

162  Dover  St.,  Boston,  message,  order  for  sale,  $1,000  minimum, 
432,  433-read  finally,  passed,  466,  467 

388  East  Eighth  st.,  South  Boston,  $500  minimum,  303,  306- 
report,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  360 


SALES 


(43) 


SCHOOL 


Sales,  Continued 
tax  title  property  referred  to  public  lands  and  tax  title  property 
committees: 

1-1A  East  Lenox  st.,  Boston,  message,  order  ($400  minimum),  334 

336-report,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  360 

654  East  Seventh  St.,  South  Boston,  message,  order  for  sale,  $500 

minimum,  433-referred  to  executive  committee,  458-passed,  458- 

read  finally,  passed,  466,  467 

819  East  Sixth  st.,  Sooth  Boston,  $500  minimum,  303,  306-report, 

order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  360 
531  East  Third  st.,  South  Boston,  message,  order  ($300  minimum), 
335,    336-report,    order    referred    to    executive    committee,    360- 
passed,  360 
14  Elmore  st.,   Roxbury,   S500  minimum,  304,  306-report,  order 

referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  360 
Flagg  ST.,  Boston,  message,  order  ($450  minimum),  442,  443 
Flagg    st.,    Roxbury,    message,    order,    204-209-($450),    269,    270- 
referred    to    executive    committee,    456-passed,    458-read    finally, 
passed,  467 
20  Franklin  St.,   Charlestown,  message,   order  ($300  minimum), 

355-359-passed,  387-passed,  422 
184  Gladstone  st.,  East  Boston,  message,  order  ($500  minimum), 

336-referred  to  executive  committee,  456-rejected,  459 
Hanover    st.,    Boston,    message    and    order,    204-209-($4, 888.40) 

passed,  270 
Harold  st.,  at  Seaver  st.,  Roxbury,  $200  minimum,  306,  307,  309- 

referred  to  executive  committee,  456-rejected,  459 
328  Harrison  ave.,  Boston,  message,  communications,  preambles 
and  orders  for  sale,   $1,500  minimum,   296,   297-report  accepted, 
order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  360 
193-195  Heath  st.,  Roxbury,  $300  minimum,  302,  303,  306-report, 

order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  360 
Hyde  Park,  30  lots,  $4,221.15  minimum  for  the  30,  message,  order, 
318,  319,  320:  Farwell  st.,  Foster  st.,  Garfield  st.,  Glenwood  ave., 
Huntington  ave.,  Hyde  Park  ave.,  Tyler  st.,  report  accepted,  order 
referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  360-passed,  384 
27  Kemble  st.,  Roxbury,  $300  minimum,  307,  308,  309-referred  to 

executive  committee,  456-rejected,  459 
57  Lexington  St.,  Charlestown,  message,  order  ($250  minimum), 

355-359-passed,  387-passed,  422 
8-16  Main  St.,   Charlestown,   message,   order   ($3,500  minimum), 
355-359-referred    to    executive    committee,    456-passed,    453-read 
finally,  passed,  466,  467 
555-561   Medford   st.,   Charlestown,   $150  minimum,   308,   309- 
report  accepted,   order  referred  to  executive  committee,   360-re- 
jected,  361 
Metropolitan  ave.,  Hyde  Park,  $175  minimum,  message,  order, 

397-reported  and  passed,  461-read  finally,  passed,  474 
Middle  st.,  South  Boston,  message,  order   ($450  minimum),  333 
334,    336-report,    order    referred    to    executive    committee,    360- 
passed,  361 
Norfolk  ave.,  Roxbury,  message  and  order,  204-209-($l,000),  271 
Old  Colony  ave.,  South  Boston,  message,  order,  204-209-($650), 

269 
Outlook  rd.,    Dorchester,  message,    order  ($800  minimum),  336, 
337-report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360- 
passed,  360 
Palmer  St.,   Roxbury,   message,   order   ($750  minimum),  355-359- 
passed,  384-passed,  422 
25  Prescott  st.,   Boston,   $150  minimum,   308,  309-report,  order 

referred  to  executive  committee,  360 
302-308  Princeton  st.,  East  Boston,  message,  order  ($500  mini- 
mum), 336-referred  to  executive  committee,  456-rejected,  459 
367  Rutherford  ave.,   Charlestown,   message,   order   ($900  mini- 
mum), 249-253-report  accepted,  order  failed  to  pass,  assigned  to 
next  meeting,  312-passed,  322-passed  on  final  reading,  341 
66  School  St.,  Charlestown,  message,  order  ($100  minimum),  355- 
359-passed,  387-passed,  422 
Southampton  st.,  South  Bay  flats  district,  message,  preambles 
and  order,  $800  minimum,  298-report  accepted,  order  referred  to 
executive  committee,  384 
Swallow  st.,  South  Boston,  message,  order,  204-209-270 
Townsend  st.,  Roxbury,  message,  order  ($800  minimum),  470 
1021  Tremont  st.,  Boston,  messags,  order,  $1,500  minimum,  318, 
319,  320-report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee, 
360-passed,  360 
Tuckerman  st.,  South  Boston,  message,   order  ($450  minimum), 
333,   334,   336-report  accepted,   order  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 360-passed,  361 
Village  St.,   Boston,   message,   order   ($1,100),   249-253-report  ac- 
cepted, order  failed  to  pass,  assigned  to  next  meeting,  312-passed, 
322-passed  on  final  reading,  341 

Wachusett  st.,  Hyde  Park,  message,  order  ($175  minimum),  470, 
471 

Ward  sr.,  South  Boston,  message,  order,  204-209-270 


Sales,  Continued 

tax  title  property  referred  to  public  lands  and  tax  title  property 
committees: 

135  Warwick  St.:  $1,100  lowest  price  at  public  auction  (Suffolk  Deed 
Book  5291,  page  261)  report  of  tax  title  property  committee  ac- 
cepted, order  passed,  47-second  reading,  passage,  74 

94-98  West  Fourth  St.,  South  Boston,  $300  minimum,  305,  306- 
report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed, 
360 

128  West  Lenox  st.,  Boston,  message,  order  ($300  minimum), 
335,  336-report,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360- 
passed,  360 

410  West  Second  st.,  South  Boston,  $500  lowest  price  at  public 
auction  (Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5216,  page  434)  report  of  tax  title 
committee  accepted,  order  passed,  47-second  reading,  passed,  74,  75 

Sales  of  City  Property 

charges  against:  traffic  lights:  St.  Ann  and  St.  Mark  churches,  362 
transfer:  to  traffic  commission,  $25,000,  passed,  348 

Saturdays  Off  During  Summer 

discrimination  against  city  hospital  and  wire  division  of  fire  department, 
order  for  reason,  passed,  325 

Scarboro  Pond,  Franklin  Park 

fencing  pond  to  prevent  further  fatalities,  order  passed,  348-message, 
communication,  filed,  352 

School  Buildings  Department 

election  of  commissioner:  William  L.  Baxter  for  three  years  to 
December  1,  1940,  filed,  471 

board  appointments:  Leo  J.  Dunn  to  1938  vice  James  J.  Egan  re- 
moved, Francis  R.  Bangs  to  1939,  8 

agreements,  P.  W.  A.:  Roxbury  school,  P.  W.  A.  Docket  No.  Mass. 
1088;  Dorchester  school,  Docket  No.  1089;  Dorchester  district, 
Phillips  Brooks  district,  Docket  No.  1090,  page  402,  1936  Proceedings 
report  on  Mayor's  message,  accepted,  orders  passed,  21 

Practical  Arts  high  school  loan,  $156,500:  with  P.  W.  A.  aid,  referred 
to  finance  committee,  125,  126 

Robert  Gould  Shaw  school:  combination  gymnasium  and  assembly 
hall,  order  for  loan,  $142,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  86,  87- 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  97-second  passage,  117 

see  South  Boston  High  School,  P.  W.  A.  Docket  No.  Mass.  1091  or 
pages  262,  280 

transfers:  Grant  school,  Phillips  st.,  Beacon  Hill  to  park  department 
as  playground,  order  passed,  456 

School  Committee  Department 

commissioner    of    school    buildings:  notice    received    of    election, 
December  20,  of  William  L.  Baxter,  term  ending  December  1,  1940, 
471 
members  elected   November  2:  Joseph  Lee,  Frederick  R.  Sullivan 

also  Joseph  C.  White  to  fill  unexpired  term  of  two  years,  444 
member  elected:  Patrick  J.   Foley  vice  Doctor  Mackey,   deceased, 

filed,  246 
Boston  Teachers  College: 

order  to  consider  change  to  regular  college  with  present  set-up  retained, 

passed,  226 
inclusion  in  investigation  relative  to  transferring   teachers   colleges 
of  State  to  regular  academic  institutions  of  State,  order  to  consider, 
passed,  256 
death  of  Superintendent  of  Schools  Patrick  T.  Campbell:  resolu- 
tions of  honor  and  effection  for  a  long  valuable  service  to  schools, 
adopted  by  unanimous  rising  vote,  62 
free  milk:  for  children  of  needy,  order  passed,  425 
free  uniforms  for  military  training:  for  scholars  of  needy  parents, 

order  passed,  425 
leases : 

Drake  school:  to  Stephen  Darius  Post  318,  American  Legion,  notice 

filed,  435 
Florence  Street  school:  to  John  T.  Fallon  Post  1050,  Veterans  of 
Foreign  Wars,  notice  sent,  filed,  order  to  authorize  lease,  passed,  165 
Mary  L.  Brock  school:  to  American  Legion,  Brighton-Allston  Post 

17,  order  passed,  211 
Jacob  Foss  school,  Charlestown:  to  Bunker  Hill  Post  26,  American 
Legion,  filed,  103-order  authorizing  committee  to  lease,  passed,  105 
Washington   Allston   annex:  to   Allston   Post   669,   Veterans   of 

Foreign  Wars-renewal-order  to  authorize,  passed,  165 
Sharp  school:  to   Veterans   of   Foreign   Wars,   Boston   Police   Post 
1018,  petition  filed,  415 
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School  Committee  Department,  Continued 

loans: 

see  John  Marshall  Special  Class  School,  Dorchester,  loan  rescission  or 
pages  431,  439,  444 

see  Robert  Gould  Shaw  School,  West  Roxbury,  loan  rescissions  or 
pages  431,  439,  444 
Longfellow    school,    portable    building:  removal    of    building    to 

another  part  of  grounds,  order  passed,  408-message,  communication 

filed,  460 
mechanics:  business   manager   of  committee's  suggestion   relative  to 

work  done  in  schools,  order  to  consider,  passed,  256 
notice  of  interest  in  contract:  authorship  with  A.  D.  Theissen,  text- 
book for  public  schools,  Louis  A.  McCoy,  filed,  209 
radio  use  in  schools:  order  to  confer  with  the  Mayor  in  re  passed, 

120,  121 
rat  poisons  in  school  buildings:  stop  use  of  rat  preventatives  in- 
jurious   to    children,    order    passed,    419-message,    communication, 

filed,  429 
safety  of  school  children:  conferring  with  police  to  work  out  program 

to  insure  safety  against  automobiles,  order  passed,  281,  282 
salaries:  increase   in    1937   over    1936   figures,   order   for   information 

passed,  223 
see  South  Boston  High  School,  P.  W.  A.  Docket  No.  Mass.    1091   or 

pages  262,  280 
six-year  evening  school  courses:  equivalent  to  four-year  high  school 

in  credits  for  admission  to  higher  institutions,  order  passed,  189,  190- 

communication  filed,  211 
status  of  truant  girls:  order  for  proposal  to  avoid  taking  into  court 

or  institutionalizing,  passed,  73 
summer  opening  of  school  play  yards:  order  passed,  255,  256 
Texas  school  disaster:  causing  death  of  450  scholars  and  teachers, 

order   for   observance   of   moment   of  silence   passed,    120-message, 

communication,  filed,  125 
use  of  playground  facilities:  during  and  after  school  hours,  order 

passed,  388 
vocational   training:  for   those   unskilled   persons   on   welfare    rolls, 

order  passed,  374 

Sea  Worms 

petition  that  only  residents  of  Boston  be  allowed  to  take  worms  from 

Boston  harbor,  referred  to  ordinances  committee,  165 
ordinance  in  re  above  petition,  referred  to  ordinances  committee,  171 

Selvitella,  Henry,  Councilor,  Ward  I 
ward  area:  East  Boston 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  19 

appropriations,  claims  (chairman),  jitney  licenses,  ordinances,  printing 
(chairman),  municipal  lighting,  public  safety,  license  fees,   19,  tax 
appeals,  91 
amendments: 

amendment  of  ordinance,  76 

committee  reports,  appropriations,  212 

W.  P.  A.  lay-offs,  273 
improvement  orders  passed: 

for  details:  see  Streets,  Squares,  Parkways  and  Circles,  improvement 
orders  passed 

Bennington  st.,  364 

Bremen  St.,  363 

Frankfort  st.,  418 

Orient  ave.,  364 

Short  St.,  32 
motions: 

recess,  328 

reports   of   committees:  claims    (lay   over   to   next   meeting),    481; 

executive,  254;   (reconsideration),  452 
objections:  attempted  reconsideration  of  barber  ordinance.  452 
orders: 

bathing  conditions,  World  War  Memorial  pk.,  313 

care  of  administration  building,  Meridian  st.,  114 

East  Boston  bathing  beach,  197 

edgestones,  Bremen  st.,  363 

facilities  for  bocce,  361  (with  Councilor  Finley) 

free  distribution  of  milk,  458 

Jeffries  Point  housing  project,  198 

leave  of  absence,  Yankee  Division  Veterans,  244   (with  Councilor 
McGrath) 

musical  entertainment  on  Sunday,  448 

$100,000 sewerage  loan  (substitute  order),  109 

opportunity  for  welfare  workers  to  seek  private  employment,  322,  323 

ordinance  concerning  barbering,  466 

printing  "  Municipal  Register,"  97 

rat  poison  in  school  buildings,  419 

regulation  of  barber  shops,  448  (with  Councilor  Dowd) 

reinstatement,  W.  P.  A.  workers,  424 

relocation  of  East  Boston  fire  stations,  197 

$600,000 sewerage  loan  (substitute  order),  107 


Selvitella,  Henry,  Councilor,  Ward  1,  Continued 
ordinances:  taking  sea  worms,  171 

points  of  information: 

payment  to  Dooley  Brothers,  274 
report  on  annual  budget.  149 
$600,000  sewerage  loan,  107 

points  of  orders:   committee   reports:    appropriations,  212;    execu- 
tive, 254 

remarks: 

barber  shop  ordinance,  478 

Boston  Elevated  wharf  service,  479 

care  of  administration  building,  Meridian  St.,  114 

employment,  married  women,  72,  73 

facilities  for  bocce,  361 

free  distribution  of  milk,  458 

musical  entertainment  on  Sunday,  448 

$100,000 sewerage  loan  (substitute  order),  109 

opportunity,  welfare  workers  to  seek  private  employment,  323 

ordinance,  concerning  barbering,  466 

payment  to  Dooley  Brothers,  274 

purchase  of  East  Boston  and  Revere  lines,  113 

rat  poison  in  school  buildings,  419 

reinstatement,  W.  P.  A.  workers,  424 

report  on  annual  budget,  147,  149 

reports  of  committees:  appropriations,  213;  claims,  481;  executiv 

312,  421;  ordinances,  472 
taking  sea  worms,  171 
welfare  aid  to  aliens,  326 
W.  P.  A.  lay-offs,  273 

resolves: 

employment,  married  women,  72 
increase  of  certain  pensions,  81 
Marconi,  311 

purchase  of  East  Boston  and  Revere  lines,  113  (with  Councilor  P.  J. 
Fitzgerald) 
vote  doubts:    committee  reports:   appropriations,  213 


Sewerage  Works 

orders  for  program  completion  (loan  $600,000)  (appropriation  from 
taxes,  $162,026.50),  referred  to  finance  committee,  14-report  accepted, 
orders  rejected  without  prejudice.  30-message  with  resubmission  of 
orders,  referred  to  finance  committee,  38,  39-report  accepted,  motion 
to  send  to  executive  committee,  with  public  works  commissioner 
present,  lost,  46,  47-orders  rejected,  47-orders  resubmitted,  referred 
(8600,000)  to  finance  and  ($162,026.50)  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 56,  57,  58-statement  submitted,  filed,  58-finance  commission 
report  filed,  58,  59-executive  committee  report  accepted  ($162,026.50 
loan) ,  order  passed,  62 

$450,000  loan: 

message  and  order,  referred  to  executive  committee,  262-report  recom- 
mending new  order,  $25,000,  accepted,  order  for  $25,000  passed,  280, 
read  finally,  passed,  291 
message  and  order,  referred  to  finance  committee,  2S0-report  accepted, 
new  draft  of  order,  $100,000,  passed,  321-second  passing,  340,  341 
message  and  order  for  loan,  $425,000,  referred  to  finance  committee, 
412-report  with  new  draft  of  order,  $75,000,  passed,  440-previous 
order  for  S425.000  rejected,  440-$75,000  loan  order  passed  finally, 
440 

$100,000  loan:  Acts,  1936,  chap.  178,  sect.  1,  also  chap.  224,  sect,  5, 
cooperation  with  Federal  government,  order  for  appropriation  by 
loan-substitute  order,  $600,000,  ruled  out  of  order,  original  order, 
$100,000,  passed,  109,  110-second  reading,  passed,  131 

$350,000  loan:  order  under  sect.  1,  chap.  178,  Acts  of  1930,  and  sect,  5, 
chap.  224,  Acts  of  1936,  referred  to  finance  committee,  440-report 
accepted,  new  draft  for  $75,000,  order  passed,  456 

$275,000  loan:  under  Acts,  1930,  chap.  178,  sect.  1,  and  sect.  5,  chap. 
224,  Acts  of  1936,  order  for  appropriation  by  loan,  $275,000.  referred  to 
finance  committee,  456-message  urging  passage  of,  referred  to  finance 
committee,  on  motion  of  Councilor  Dowd,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  460,  461-report  accepted,  message  filed,  461 

$180,000  loan:  finance  committee  report  with  order  for  $180,000, 
report  accepted,  amendment  to  $100,000  rejected,  original  order 
$180,000  passed,  462,  463-motion  for  reconsideration  carried,  Colonel 
Sullivan  and  Mr.  Dakin  called  to  executive  committee  meeting,  second 
final  reading  and  passage,  473,  474 


Shattuck,  Henry  L.,  Councilor,  Ward  5 

ward  area:  Back  Bay 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  19 

finance,  legislative  matters   (chairman),  ordinances,  Parkman  Fund, 
tax-title  property,  departmental  consolidation,  19 

voting  machines,  211 
amendments:  reports  of  committees:  executive,  421 
correction  of  record:  375 


SHATTUCK 


(45) 


STATE 


Shattuck,  Henry  L.,  Councilor,  Ward  5,  Continued 

improvement  orders,  Ward  5: 

for  details:  see  Streets,  Squares,  Parkways  and  Circles,  improve- 
ment orders  passed 

Lansdowne  st.,  34 
motions: 

confirmation  of  appointments,  384,  473 

loan  for  park  purposes,  359 

payment  to  Dooley  Brothers,  275 

reports  of  committees:  executive,  375,  420,  421 
orders: 

escalator,  Ashmont  Elevated  station,  420  (for  Councilor  Wilson) 

passage  of  budget  before  opening  of  fiscal  year,  407 

South  Bay  flats  expenditures,  313 
points  of  information: 

confirmation  of  appointments,  269,  384,  473 

investigation  regarding  high  cost  of  beef  in  Boston,  405 

loan  for  park  purposes,  359 

modification  of  parking  drive,  185 

reports  of  committees:  appropriations,  183;  executive,  254; 
ordinances,  472 

supplementary  appropriations,  239 

unfinished  business,  422 
points  of  order: 

reports  of  committees:  executive,  406 

supplementary  appropriations,  242 
remarks: 

appointment  called  up,  467 

appointment  of  superintendent  of  nurses,  121 

check  of  police  listing,  425 

confirmation  of  appointments,  269 

correction  in  record,  375 

election  of  president  for  1937,  1 

expenditures  for  snow  removal,  77 

Housing  Authority  appointments,  236 

information  under  six  heads  re  Codman  Construction  Company, 
130,  136,  137 

investigation  regarding  high  cost  of  beef  in  Boston,  405 

loan  order,  sewerage,  46 

$100,000  sewerage  loan,  109 

loan  for  sewerage  works,  463 

passage  of  budget  before  opening  of  fiscal  year,  407 

payment  to  Dooley  Brothers,  274,  275 

report  on  annual  budget,  149 

reports  of  committees:  appropriations,  111,  112,  183;  claims,  481, 
executive,  Commonwealth  ave.  underpass,  201;  executive,  188, 
312,  406 

report  on  voting  machines,  469 

succeeding  term  for  mayor  of  Boston,  35 

supplementary  appropriations,  241,  242 
requests  for  record  on  votes:  on  $2,050,000  outside  debt  limit  loan 

orders,  360 
unanimous  consents:  appropriation,  licensing  board,  423 
vote  doubts: 

confirmation  of  executive  appointments,  451 

reports  of  committees:  executive,  421 

Shaw  Memorial,  Boston  Common 

resetting  from  Phillips  Street  Fund:  message  and  order  for  $660, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  431-passed,  440 

Sidewalk  Repair 

order  for  when  reported  passed,  121,  122 

Simpson  Escape 

inquiry  by  prison  inspection  committee,  order  passed,  report  of  police 
department,  appended,  341-344 

Sinking  Funds 

commissioners  appointed:  Guy  W.  Cox  and  Eliot   Wadsworth  for 

three  years,  filed,  195 
organization:  notice    of    election    of    Eliot    Wadsworth,    chairman; 

Charles  J.  Fox,  secretary;  John  H.  Dorsey,  treasurer,  filed,  321 

Snow  Removal 

expenditures:  order  requesting  information  in  re  and  possible  reduc- 
tion of  $400,000  budget  allowance,  passed,  77 

Social  Diseases 

message  and  order  for  transfer,  $9,350,  from  reserve  fund  to  hospital 
department  for  treatment,  referred  to  executive  committee,  354- 
passed,  375 


Social  Law  Library 

$1,000  appropriation:  chargeable  to  County  of  Suffolk  Social  Law 
Library,  order  passed,  461 

Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Relief 

members  of  committee  appointed:  Councilors  Kerrigan,  chairman, 

Doherty,   Mellen,    Norton,   Gleason,    19-Councilor  Harris  appointed 

vice  Kichard  D.  Gleason,  deceased,  January,  1937,  191 
under  chap.  115,  General  Laws  and  amendments: 

January,  1937,  9,  20,  39 

February,  60 

March,  81,  103 

April,  131,  183 

May,  196,  221 

June,  235,  246,  268 

July,  290,  309 

August,  322,  340 

September,  359,  373 

October,  402,  420 

November,  440,  444,  450 

December,  461 
issuance  of  fuel  orders  at  once  for  those  on  rolls,  order  passed,  374 
report  of  committee:  39 
transfer:  $140.07,  referred,  413-passed,  421 

Solicitation  of  Funds 

for  outing  in  the  name  of  principal  assessor,  John  P.  O'Hearn,  order  to 
investigate,  referred  to  rules  committee,  324 

South  Bay  Flats 

$10,000  transfer  from  contingent  fund: 

message,  preamble  and  order  for  purchase,  order  referred  to  executive 

committee,  300,  301-report  accepted,  motion  to  amend  amount  to 

$5,000,  passed,  328 
order  for  report  of  details  of  expenditures  of  $10,000  appropriated, 

passed,    313-message,    report    referred    to    executive    committee, 

316,  317 

South  Boston 

beach  improvements:  remove  stones  and  debris,  order  passed,  293 

City  Point,  Ward  6,  board  walk:  order  to  reopen,  passed,  244 

coal  dust  from  handling  and  distribution  of  coal:  order  for  investi- 
gation and  report  by  health  department,  passed,  426 

condition  of  beaches:  correction  of  present  condition  and  assignment 
of  staff  to  keep  beaches  clean,  order  passed,  311 

Dorchester  Heights: 

transfer   to    United   States   for   national   shrine,    order   passed,    185- 

message  referred  to  parks  and  playgrounds  committee,  286,  287 
resolution  proposing  Federal  Government  take  over  and  maintain  as 
historic  shrine,  passed,  461 

Federal  agreement  for  South  Boston  high  school:  order  for  agree- 
ment, referred  to  executive  committee,  261,  262 

gymnasium  site,  Broadway:  message  with  report  of  finance  com- 
mission received  and  filed,  29,  30 

gymnasium  erection:  order  passed,  202 

gymnasium,  shower  baths:  in  municipal  building,  Ward  6,  order 
passed,  362,  363 

Head  House  pier,  Marine  pk. :  repairs  by  transfer  from  reserve  fund, 
$3,500,  message  and  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  283- 
passed,  291 

lifeguards  at  beaches:  order  for  adequate  number,  passed,  202; 
additional  at  beaches,  order  passed,  244 

Old  Harbor  Village  street:  named  in  memory  of  Rev.  Mortimer  E. 
Twomey,  former  pastor,  Gate  of  Heaven  church,  order  passed,  313 

White  Fuel  Corporation  license  revocation:  order  passed,  67,  68 

South  Boston  High  School,  P.  W.  A.  Docket  No.  Mass. 
1091 

grant  agreement:  order  for  agreement,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 261,  262-order  passed,  280 

Stadium  in  Honor  of  Late  Patrick  T.  Campbell 

Superintendent  of  Schools:  resolution  favoring  erection,  passed,  73 

State  Protection  Fund 

proposed  establishment  to  replace  zoning  system  of  insurance  now  in 
force,  flat  rate  for  competent  drivers,  increased  rate  for  incompetent 
drivers,  order  passed,  362 


STATEMENTS 
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STREETS 


Statements 

election  of  clerk  of  committees:  Councilor  Norton,  33 

by  Councilor  Norton,  122,  123 

highway  engineer:  Councilor  Norton,  389 

milk  fund:  unanimous  consent  to  Councilor  Agnew,  183 

sewerage  loan :  Mayor  Mansfield,  58 

Station  5 

order,  to  consider  requesting  reopening  on  or  near  East  Dedham  st., 
passed,  105,  106 


Statistics  Department 

chairman,  board  of  trustees:  William  T.  Campbell  to  April  30,  1041, 

filed,  359 
central  card  index:  started,  1932,  abandoned  over  protest  of  Council, 

December,  1934,  plans  for  resuming  valuable  work,  order  passed,  224 
"Municipal  Register"  and  "Organization  of  City  Government": 

order   for   printing,    chargeable   to   City    Documents    appropriation, 

passed,  97 
transfers:  $1,315.03,  referred,  338-passed,  345 


Stearns  Lumber  Wharf 

notice  to  be  issued,  that  no  petitions  for  "oil  farm"  are  permitted,  order 
passed,  170 


Stetson  Fuel  Corporation 

petition  for  storage  of  oil  and  inflammables  at  East  First  st.,  Ward  6, 
ordered  denied,  passed,  247 

Stony  Brook 

message,  preambles  and  order  for  building  license  to  C.  and  R.  Con- 
struction Company,  referred  to  public  lands  committee,  301 

Street  Laying=Out  Department 

member  appointed:  William  C.   S.   Henley   vice  Walter  A.  Murray, 

unexpired  term  to  1938,  235;  Faris  S.  Malouf  rice  Owen  A.  Gallagher, 

resigned,  129 
acceptance,  laying=out  orders  passed: 

Ward  1,32,418 

Ward  7,  75,  171,448 

Ward  13,  371,  420 

Ward  14,  20,  32,  83,  120 

Ward  16,  120,  171,448 

Ward  18,  226,  258 

Ward  19,  (2)  39,  276,  327,  (2)  345 

Ward  20,  388 

Ward  21,  185 
extension  of  streets  orders  passed: 

Wards  7,  223 

Ward  13,  223 
gasoline,  oil  fuel  storage  permits: 

Boston  Ice  Company:  order,  to  refuse  to  grant  petition  for  tank, 
East  Second  st.,  South  Boston,  passed,  374 

notices  sent  to  representative  of  district  concerned  in  petitions  for 
licenses,  order  passed,  388 
information  in  re  outdoor  parking:  for  Council,  order  referred  to 

license  fees  committee,  457 
laying-out  orders  passed: 

Ward  18,  226,  258 

Ward  20,  388 

Ward  22,  39,  40 
message,  communication  and  order,  for  transfer  of  care  and  control  of 

intersections  at  Soldiers  Field  rd.  at  North  Beacon  st.,  also  at  Market 

st.  and  Western  ave.,  referred  to  executive  committee,  27,  2S-report 

accepted,  orders  passed,  33 
naming,  renaming  orders  passed: 

Albert  st.,  Sooth  Boston,  from  Ralston   to  Kemp  st.,  new  name 
Ralston  st.,  filed,  80 

Baldwin,  Hon.  John  E.,  a  street  in  Old  Harbor  Village,  311 

Blue  Hill  ave.,  change  to  Brandeis  ave.,  363 

Chmielinski  st.,  from  Wesley  st.,  Ward  7,  order  passed,  98 

Clermont  Street  footway,  Dorchester,  from  Burt  to  Bailey  sts. , 
new  name  Helen  F.  Burgess  footway,  filed,  80 

Eagle  st.,  East  Boston,  from  Border  to  Brooks  sts.,  new    name 
West  Eagle  St.,  filed,  80 

Eagle  st.,  East  Boston,  from  Chelsea  to  Putnam  sts.,  new    name 
East  Eagle  St.,  filed,  80 


Street  Laying=Out  Department,  Continued 
naming,  renaming  orders  passed: 

Harvard  and  Hudson  intersection  of  streets,  named  Thomas  Abraham 

sq.,  247 
Huntington  ave.,  from  Clare  ave.  to  Collins  st.,  new  name  Clare  ave., 

filed,  80 
Toomey,  Joseph  D.,  street  in  honor  of,  Old  Harbor  Village,  311 

oil  and  gas  permits:  no  petitions  once    rejected  considered  for  two" 
years,  order  passed,  170 

outdoor  parking  licenses: 

three  conditions  before  granting  for  1938  and  draft  of  ordinance  to 
provide  for  carrying  out  conditions,  orders  referred  to  license  fees 
committee,  422 

three  conditions  for  granting  licenses,  order  passed,  457 

parking  licenses:  under  four  heads,  order  referred  to  licenses  com- 
mittee, 199 

parking  overcharges:  revocation  of  licenses,  order  passed,  200 

petitions  for  oil  storage:  order  for  denial  of  petition  by  Stetson  Fuel 
Corporation  to  store  at  East  First  st.,  passed,  247 

Stearns  Lumber  Wharf,  Neponset  section:  notice  to  be  issued  for 
"oil  farms,"  order  passed,  170 

track  locations  notices: 

Boston  Edison  Company:  at  East  First  st..  South  Boston,  filed,  220 
Boston  Elevated  Railway:  91st  location,  Blue  Hill  ave.  crossover, 

northeast  of  Schuyler  St.,  Ward  12,  1S2 
Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Company:  notice  19th 

location,  Centre  st.  north  of  La  Grange  St.,  Ward  20,  182 

track  location  petitions  granted:  Ward  2,  80 

transfers:  $265.83,  referred,  413-passed,  421 

tunnel  under  Bennet  st.:    permission  given  to  Boston  Dispensary, 

268 
White   Fuel   Corporation   storage   license  revoked:  order  passed, 

67,68 


Street  Reconstruction 

under  Acts,  1933,  chap.  366,  sect.  2  of  part  i: 

order  to  engage  in  project  $870,000,  referred  to  finance  committee,  218 
order  for  appropriation  by  loan  $870,000,  referred  to  finance  com- 
mittee, 218 


Streets,  Squares,  Parkways,  Circles 

Bennet  st.  tunnel  permission:     given  bystreet  commission  to  Boston 

Dispensary,  268 
improvement  orders  passed: 

A  ST.,  Ward  6:  traffic  signals,  54-message,  communication,  filed,  68 
Adams  st..  Ward  2:  traffic  prohibition  from  Common  to  Chelsea 

st,,  215 
All  non-major  streets,  fixed,  389 
All  sidewalks:  as  reported,  121,  122 
All  streets,  cleaned  weekly,  385 
Allen  st.,  Ward  3: 

order  for  auditor  to  try  to  find  $3,000  unexpended  loan  item,  for 
installation  of  traffic  lights,  passed,  138 

order  for  installation  of  traffic  lights  at  Charles  St.,  passed,  138 

order  for  traffic  lights  at  Charles  St.,  90.  121,  130,  140,  176,  Pro- 
ceedings, 1936-message,  veto  filed,  125 
Allendale  rd..  Ward  20:  order  to  make  opening  into  Centre  st- 

same  width,  174-message,  communication,  filed,  200 
Allston  st.,  Ward  21:  lighting,  52 
American  Legion  highway: 

remove  ragweed,  260-message,  communications,  filed,  284 

closing  dumps  near  Beech  st.,  245-message,  communication,  filed, 
284-286 
Armandine  st..  Ward  17:  resurface,  294 
Atlantic  ave.:  restriction  of  waterside  property  to  use  of  wharves 

for  marine  purposes,  order  for  information  of  action  taken,  on  order 

of  October  26,   1936,  passed,  48 
Augustus  ave.,  Ward  18:  lay  out,  226,  258 
Bainbridge  st.,  Ward  12:  repaving,  215 
Beach  st.,  Ward  IS:  closing  dumps,  245-message,  communication, 

filed,  284-286 
Belgrade  ave.,  Corinth  and  Roberts  sts.,  Ward  20:  traffic  survey, 

hazardous  intersection,  375 
Belton  st.,  Ward  16:  resurface,  376 
Bennington    St.,    Ward    1:  sidewalk    at,    960-980,    364-me5sage, 

veto,  391 
Bernard  st.,  Ward  14:  electric  lights,  replacing  gas  lamps,  385 


STREETS 
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Streets,  Squares,  Parkways,  Circles,  Continued 

improvement  orders  passed: 

Blub  Hill  ave.,  Ward  14: 

arc  lights  at  Paxton  st.  and  Johnston  rd.,  113 

arc  light  at  St.  Hugh's  church,  between  Castlegate  and  Pasadena 

rds.,  Dorchester,  73-message,  communication,  filed,  234 
car  rail  changes  at  Seaver  st.  and  American  Legion  highway,  197- 

message,  communication,  filed,  263 
footpath  to  Ormond  st.,  120 

removal  of  trees,  Washington  to  Walk  Hill  st.,  80 
survey  of  traffic  conditions,  80 
traffic  lighting  to  include  pedestrian  signals,  410,  411   (order  1936 

Proceedings)-message,  communication  filed,  13 
traffic    signals    at    Woodrow    ave.,    61-message,    communication, 

filed,  68;  at  Callender  st.,  61-message,  communication,  filed,  68; 

at  Stratton  st.,  61-message,  communication,  filed,  68 
$25,000,  traffic  signals  at  intersections  at  Glenway  st. ;  at  American 

Legion  highway;,  at  Talbot  ave.;  at  Woodrow  ave.,  Morton  and 

Harvard  sts.  (and  1  other  intersection),  363 
"whiteway"  lighting  system,  Talbot  ave.  to  Morton  st.,  197 
widening  from  junction  with  Seaver  st.  to  American  Legion  highway 

on  Franklin  pk.  side,  197 

Bradshaw  st.,  Ward  14:  resurface,  348-message,  communication 
"no  funds,"  filed,  377 

Bremen  st.,  Ward  1:  edgestones,  363-message,  veto,  391 

Brinsley  st.,  Ward  14:  resurfacing  order,  376,  377  Proceedings  for 
1936-message,   communication,   filed,   42 

Broadway,  Ward  6:  traffic  signals  at  D  st.,  41;  54-message,  com- 
munication, filed,  68 

Brown  ave.,  Ward  19:  paving,  276-message,  communication  "no 
funds,"  300 

Brunswick  st.,  Ward  14:  lay  out  and  construct,  Columbia  rd.  side, 
32— message,  communication,  filed,  42 

Buchanan  rd.,  Ward  20:  openings  into  Centre  st.  to  be  same  width, 
174;  see  Centre  St.,  Ward  20 

Burgoyne  st.,  Ward  16:  resurfacing,  Elmer  rd.  to  Ashmont  st.,  407 

Bushnell  st.,  Ward  16:   sidewalk,  237 

C  ST.,  Ward  6: 
resurfacing,  20 
resurfacing  Seventh  to  West  First  sts.,  260 

Callender  st.,  Ward  12:  paving,  275 

Centre  ct.,  Ward  16:  accept,  lay  out,  448 

Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain:  order  to  rope  off  for  annual  road  race  of- 
Michael  J.  O'Connell  Post,  passed,  98 

Centre  st.,  Ward  19:  opening  into  Westchester  rd.,  construction  of 
entrance  to  island,  175-message,  communication,  filed,  209 

Centre  st.,  Ward  20:  order  to  make  openings  at  Buchanan  and 
Allendale  rds.,  Walter  St.,  north  and  south,  and  entrance  to  Faulkner 
hospital  same  width  as  intersecting  streets,  174-message,  communi- 
cations, filed,  209 

Centre  st.,  West  Roxbury:  lighting  facilities,  from  Manthorne  rd. 
to  Spring  and  Centre  sts.,  388 

certain  streets:  closing  streets  as  "play  streets,"  170 

Chambers  St.,  Ward  3:  "No  Parking"  signs  righthand  side,  corner 
of  Green  to  middle  of  Allen  sts.,  138-message,  communication, 
filed,  178 

Charles  St.,  Ward  3:  traffic  lights,  $3,000  loan  order,  passed,  130, 
140,  176  in  Proceedings  for  1936-second  reading,  passed,  117 

Charlesbank: 

construction   of   convenience   station   from   Parkman   fund,   order 

passed,  196,  197 
wire  fence  erection  at  wading  pool  and  provisions  for  safety,  passed, 
246,  247-message,  communication,  filed,  262,  263 

City  sq.,  Charlestown:  safe  entrances  and  exits,  order  for  erection 
passed,  149 

Cleary  sq.,  Ward  18:  convenience  station,  order  passed.  388 

Columbia  rd.,  Wards  6  and  7:  one-way  street,  225 

Columbia  rd.,  Ward  7: 

bridge  repair  to  prevent  further  accidents,  294-message,  communi- 
cation, filed,  299 
parking  prohibition,  H  to  N  streets,  during  bathing  season,  199 
white  way  lighting,  Edward  Everett  sq.  to  Uphams  corner,  186 

Columbia  rd.,  Wards  7  and  13:  traffic  sign  at  Pond  st.,  120 

Colwell  ave.,  Brighton:  message,  preambles  and  orders,  referred 
to  public  lands  committee,  55,  56-report  recommending  reference 
to  executive  committee,  170-report  accepted,  order  passed,  171 

Common  st.,  Ward  2:  traffic  prohibition  from  Park  to'Adams  sts.,  215 

Commonwealth  ave.,  at  Massachusetts  ave.  underpass,  chap.  173, 
Acts,  1937,  order  for  acceptance  of  Act,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 193,  194— report  accepted,  order  passed,  201 

Cross  st.,  Ward  2:  one-way  street,  from  High  to  Bartlett  sts., 
Charlestown,  149 

Cummins  highway,  Ward  18:  traffic  signals  at  corner  of  Hyde  Park 

ave.,  389 
Cushinq  ter.,  Ward  13:  accept,  lay  out,  371 
Dale  st.,  Ward  14:  repaving,  215 


Streets,  Squares,  Parkways,  Circles,  Continued 

improvement  orders  passed: 

Delle  ave.,  Ward  10:  resurface,  347-message,  communication 
"no  funds,"  filed,  377 

Dorchester  ave.,  prom  Gibson  to  Greenwich  sts.:  white  way,  364 

Dorchester  ave.,  Ward  7:  sidewalk  along  No.  742,  468-message, 
veto,  471 

Dorchester  ave.,  Wards  16,  17:  traffic  signals  at  Ashmpnt  st.,  20- 
message,  communication,  filed,  28,  29;  at  Crescent  ave.,  61 

Dudley  st.,  Ward  8:  "white-way"  lighting  at  terminal,  223 

East  First  st.,  Ward  6:  denial  of  petition  for  storage  of  inflammables 
by  Stetson  Fuel  Corporation,  247 

Eleanor  st.,  Ward  21:  sidewalk,  both  sides  Cambridge  to  Ridgemont 
sts.,  474-message,  veto,  filed,  476 

Eliot  sq.,  Ward  9:  traffic  signal,  school  children  protection  near 
school,  294-message,  communication,  filed,  315,  316 

Elm  Hill  ave.,  Ward  14:  electric  light  at  Havelock  st.,  215-(Blue 
Hill  ave.,  Ward  14  page  377)  message,  communication  reporting 
installation,  377 

Evelyn  St.,  Ward  14:  resurfacing,  215 
Fairmount  ave.,  Ward  18: 

catch-basin,  464 

construction  of  sewer,  464 
Farragut  rd.,  Ward  6:  sidewalk,  one  side,  247-veto,  261 
Father  O'Connor  circle,  Ward  6:  boardwalk  repair,  247-message 

and  communication,  filed,  262 

Faulkner  Hospital  entrance  to  Centre  st.,  see  Centre  st.,  Ward  20 
Fenelon  st.,  Ward  14:  paving,  74 

Forsyth  way,  Ward  4:  assistance  to  W.  P.  A.  in  completing,  197 
Fourth  st.,  near  K  St.,  Ward  6:  sidewalk,  311-message  with  veto. 
314, 315 

Fowler  st.,  Ward  14:  resurface,  348-message,  communication  "no 
funds,"  filed,  377 

Frankfort  st.,  Ward  1:  accept,  lay  out,  418 

Fresno  st.,  Ward  20:  accept,  lay  out,  with  W.  P.  A.  type  construc- 
tion, 388 

Gaston  st.,  Ward  12:  paving,  275 

Gibson  St.,  Dorchester:  order  for  information  under  four  heads, 
date  of  lease,  annual  rental,  use  made  of  property,  amount  spent  by 
city  or  W.  P.  A.  funds  on  roof,  passed,,  174 

Gleason  st.,  Ward  14:  resurface,  348-message,  communication 
"no  funds,"  377 

Glenarm  st..  Ward  14:  resurfacing,  407-message,  communication, 

filed,  429 
Grayson  st.,  Ward  16:  resurface,  376 
Greendale  st.,  Ward  14:  electric  light  at  junction  with  Courtland 

rd.,  402 
Greenhalge  st.,  Ward  7:  construction  during  present  season,  322- 

message,  communication,  filed,  351,  352,  375 
Greenough  ave.,  Ward  19:  paving,  327-message,  communications. 

filed,  330 

Grover  st.,  Ward  19:  lay  out,  39;  accept,  lay  out  under  P.  W.  A. 
plan,  276 

Hammond  ave.,  Ward  3:  sidewalk,  Leverett  to  Chambers  st.,  39- 

message,  veto,  55 
Harrishof  st.,  Ward  12:  paving,  275 
Harvard  st.,  Ward  14:  $25,000  for  traffic  signals  at  Washington  and 

Bowdoin  sts.  (and  4  other  intersections),  363 
Harvest  st.,  Ward  7:  paving,  81 
Hatherley  rd.,  Ward  22:  construction  and  extension  to  Foster  st.. 

39,  40 

Hawthorne  st.,  Ward  19:  lay  out,  through  Cornauba  st.  to  Brown 

ave.,  39 
Hemenway  st.,  Ward  4:  traffic  signals  at  Westland  ave.,  170 
Hesston  terrace,  Ward  13:  accept,  lay  out,  420 
Hillside  st.,  Ward  10:  resurface,  347-message,  communication  "no 

funds,"  filed,  377 
Hill  Top  st.,  Ward  9:  trap  set  for  speeding  autoists,  361 

Hopkins  rd.,  Ward  19:  accept,  lay  out,  W.  P.  A.  type  construction. 
327 

Howe  ave.,  Ward  7:  accept,  lay  out,  171 

Humphreys  pl.,  Ward  7:  construction  during  present  season,  322- 
message,  communication,  filed,  351,  352;  paving,  375 

Hyde  Park  ave.,  Ward  18:  sidewalk  assessments,  29 

Hyde  Park  ave.,  Ward  19:  tunnel  to  Washington  st.  replacing  toll 
gate,  as  W.  P.  A.  project  if  possible,  34 

Intervale  st.,  Ward  14:  resurfacing,  97,  323-message,  communica- 
tions filed,  330 

Jacob  st.,  Ward  14:  accept,  lay  out,  20 
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improvement  orders  passed: 

La  Grange  st.,  Ward  20: 

sidewalk  assessments,  29 

traffic   conditions   at   Vermont   st.,    1936   Proceedings,    page   390- 
me3sage,  communication,  filed,  7 
Lamartine  and  Green  bt3.,  Ward  19:  playground  and  mothers' 

rest  at  corner,  185 
Lansdowne  ST.,  Wards  5  and  18:  from  Ipswich  st.,  repair  of  side- 
walk, 34-veto,  261 
Lansdowne  st.,  Ward  18:   sidewalk  from  Ipswich  st.,  Ward  6,  245 
Lawrence  ave.,  Ward  14:  resurfacing,  97 
La  Rose  pl.,  Ward  21:  accept,  lay  out,  under  W.  P.  A.,  185 
Lochstead  AVE.,  Ward  19:  sidewalk  at  No.  21,  456 
Magnolia  st.,  Ward  14:  accept,  lay  out,  Intervale  st.  to  Lawrence 

ave.,  83 
Medford  st.,  Ward  2: 

lighting  at  Dewey  beach,  222 

signal  lights  at  Dewey  beach  entrance,  238 
Metropolitan  ave.,  Ward  18:  lay  out  and  repair,  258 
Mission  st.,  Ward  10:  accept,  lay  out,  151  Calumet  st.  to  198  Parker 

Hill  ave.,  114 
Mitchell  St.,  Ward  7: 

repaying,  345-message,  communication  "no  funds,"  filed,  377 

resurfacing,  247 
Mt.  Vernon  St.,  Dorchester:    extension  to  Old  Colony  blvd.,  223 
New  Heath  st.,  Ward  11:  traffic  signals  at  Columbus  ave.,  423 
Nira    ave.,     Ward     10:  resurface,    328-message,     communications, 

filed,  330 
Norfolk  st.,  Ward  9:  sidewalk,  345-message  with  veto,  filed,  351 
Norwell  ST.,  Ward  14:  resurfacing,  222 
Old  Colony  ave.,  Wards  6  and  7:  sidewalk  assessments,  29 
Old  Colony  blvd.,  Ward  16:  traffic  circle,  at  Freeport  st.,  120 
Old   Colony   parkway:  widen   from   Columbia   circle   to   Neponset 

bridge  to  double  width  and  install  traffic  circle  at  Freeport  st.,  202 
Old   Colony  rd.,   Ward   13:  traffic  signals,   intersection   with  Old 

Colony  ter,  223 
Old  Harbor  St.,  Ward  7:    repaving,  52 

Orient  ave.,  Ward  1:  edgestones,  364-message,  veto,  390,  391 
P  ST.,  at  Broadway,  Ward  6:  catch-basin  installation,  293 
Park  St.,  Ward  2:  traffic  prohibition,  from  Henley  to  Common  sts., 

215 
Park  st.,  Ward  17:  sidewalk  along  No.  280-No.  284,  426-message 

with  veto,  filed,  428 
Parker  st.,  Ward  4:  traffic  signals  at  Ruggles  St.,  48-message,  com- 
munication, filed,  68 
Parker   at   Ruggles   st.   intersection,   Ward    17:  traffic   lights, 

324,  325;  $25,000,  from  sales  of  city  property,  348 
Park  Vale  ave.,  Ward  21:  lighting,  52 
Plain  st.,  Ward  16:  accept,  lay  out  by  W.  P.  A.  labor,  171 
Quint  ave.,  Ward  21:  lighting,  52 
Ramsey  st.,  Ward  7:    electric  lights  at  Hamlet  st.  to  replace  gas 

lamp,  215 
Redwood  st.,  Ward  16:  accept,  lay  out,  W.  P.  A.  construction,  120 
Ricker  ST.,  Ward  20:  lay  out,  construct,  W.  P.  A.  type,  388 
River  st.,   Hyde   Park:  communication   from   Senator   Thomas   M. 

Burke,  relative  to  conditions  from  Cleary  sq.  to  Business  st.,  filed, 

326,  327 
River  st.,   Ward   18:  straightening  around   Mill  pond,   Readville, 

226,  328 
Robinwood  ave.,  Ward  19:  resurface,  327-message,  communications, 

filed,  330 
Rockland  st.,  Ward  12:  paving,  275 
Rockview    ST.,    Ward    19:  paving,    327-message,    communications, 

filed,  330 
Rows    ST.,    Ward    19:  paving,    276-message,    communication,    "no 

funds,"  filed,  300 
Ruthven  ST.,   Ward   12:  paving,  275;  repaving,   Elm   Hill   ave.  to 

Humboldt  ave.,  215-message,  communication,  "no  funds,"  filed,  30 
St.  John  st.,  Ward  19:  paving,  327 
Savin  Hill  ave.,  Ward  13:  sidewalk  assessments,  29;  traffic  signals 

at  junction,  with  Dorchester  ave.,  41 
Seaver  st.,  Ward  14:  traffic  sign  at  Erie  st.,  message,  communica- 
tion, filed,  25 
Second  st.,  Ward  6:  lighting,  between  C  and  D  sts.,  20 
Sever  st.,  Ward  2:  sidewalk,  362-message,  veto,  391 
Shawmut  ave.,  Ward  9:  Traffic  lights,  at  Brookline  st.,  185 
Sherman  st.,  Ward  19:  accept,  lay  out,  under  W.  P.  A.  type  con- 
struction, 345 
Short  st.,  Ward  1:  accept,  lay  out,  32 
South  Huntington  ave.,  Ward  10:  light  at  Heath  st.,  20 


Streets,  Squares,  Parkways,  Circles,  Continued 

improvement  orders  passed: 

Spring  Park  ave.,  Ward  19:  paving,  327-message,  communications, 

filed,  330 
Stanwood  st.,  Ward  14:  resurfacing,  97 
Starr  lane,  Ward  19:  accept,  lay  out,  under  W.  P.  A.  type  con-. 

struction,  345 
Strandway-,  Wards  6  and  7: 

one-way  street,  during  summer  months,  225 

police  officers  at  all  intersections,  294 
suburban  wards  of  Boston:  repairing  and  laying  out,  256 
Tileston  st.,  Ward  16:  resurface,  376 
Tremont  st.,  Ward  2:  barring  vehicular  traffic  from  Edgeworth  to 

Chelsea  sts.  for  use  as  playground,  222 
Union  Park  st. :  roping  off  for  cross-country  run  of  Cathedral  Club, 

94 
Vassar  st.,  Ward  14:  resurfacing,  222 
Vermont  St.,  Ward  20:  sidewalk  assessments,  29 
Victory  rd.,   Dorchester:  investigation  of  dump,   a  nuisance  and 

menace  to  health,  order  for,  by  health  department,  passed,  344 
Von  Hillern  st.,  Ward  7:  accept,  lay  out,  448 
Walk   Hill   sts.,    Wards    14,    18,    19:  sidewalk   assessment   orders, 

passed,  29 
"W alter  st.,  north  and  south.  Ward  20:    order  to  make  opening 

into  Centre  st.  same  width,  174 
Walworth  st.,  Ward  20:  bridge  repair,  replacing  wooden  fence  with 

wire,  375-message,  communication,  filed,  393 
Ward  16  main  streets:  stop  signals  at  all  intersections  with  cross 

streets,  407 
Warren  St.,  Ward  12:  traffic  signals  at  St.  James  st.,  also  Walnut 

ave.,   41-message,   communication,   filed,   56 
Washington  st.,  Ward  17:  safety  island  at  River  st.,  118-message, 

communication,  filed,  300 
Washington  st.  at  Southern  Artery,  Dorchester:  traffic  lights, 

by  transfer  of  $25,000  from  sales  of  City  property,  348 
Wendover  st.,  Ward  7:  accept,  lay  out,  75 
Wensley  st.,  Ward  10:  resurface,  41 
West  Ninth  St.,  Ward  7:  repaving,  52 
West  Third  st.,  Ward  6:  resurfacing,  20 
Westchester  rd.,   Ward   19:  construction   of  opening  into   Centre 

st.  island,  175-message,  communication,  filed,  209 
Whiting  st.,  Ward  12:  paving,  275 

Wolcott  sq.,  Ward  18:  convenience  station,  order  passed,  388 
naming,  renaming  orders  passed: 
Blue  Hill  ave.  to  Brandeis  ave.,  363 
Brandeis  ave.:  changed  from  Blue  Hill  ave.,  363 
Clare  ave.,  Hyde  Park,  formerly  Huntington  ave.  from  Clare  ave. 

to  Collins  st.,  filed,  80 
East  Eagle  st.,  East  Boston,  formerly  Eagle  st.  from  Chelsea  to 

Putnam  sts.,  filed,  80 
Harvard  and  Hudson  sts.  intersection,  name  Thomas  Abraham 

sq.,  247 
Helen  F.  Burgess  footway,  Dorchester,  formerly  Clermont  St. 

footway  from  Burt  to  Bailey  sts.,  filed,  80 
Ralston  st.,   South  Boston,  formerly  Albert  st.  from  Ralston  to 

Kemp  sts.,  filed,  80 
Wesley  St.,  Ward  7,  to  Chmielinski  St.,  98 
West  Eagle  st.,  East  Boston,  formerly  Eagle  St.,  from  Border  to 

Brook  sts.,  filed  80 
track  location  granted: 

Beach  st.,  Ward  2:  track  location  granted  to  N.  Edwin  Covel  ct  al., 

80 
transfer  of  control  to  Metropolitan  District  Commission: 

Soldiers  Field  rd.  at  North  Beacon  st.  intersection,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee,  27,  28-report  accepted,  order  passed,  33 
Soldiers  Field  rd.  at  Market  st.  and  Western  ave.:  order  for,  \ 

27,  28-report  accepted,  order  passed,  33 


Subway  Extension,  Huntington  Avenue 

Acts,  1937,  chap.  159:  order  for  acceptance,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  126-report  accepted,  passed  by  roll  call  vote,  174-ap- 
proval  by  Emergency  Finance  Board  of  $750,000  loan,  filed,  221 


Suffolk  County 

assignment  of  judges  to  Appellate  divisions:  communication,  filed, 

415 
associate  justice,  Municipal  Court  of  Boston :  notice  from  Secretary 

of  Commonwealth  of  appointment  of  Frank  W.  Tomasello,  filed,  435 
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change,  Compensation  and  Classification  Plans  for  Officers  and 
Employees:  message  outlining  changes,  referred  to  county  accounts 
committee,  352,  353-message  with  withdrawal  of  orders,  443 

County  Compensation  Plan:  proposed  changes,  referred  to  county 
accounts  committee,  393,  394,  395-withdrawal  of  orders,  filed,  443 

county  work  schedule  during  September  and  October:  continue 
summer  schedule,  order  passed,  345-message  filed,  351 

designation  of  officers,  Administrative  Committee  of  Probate 
Courts:  Mayhew  R.  Hitch  until  October  1,  1938,  and  John  C.  Leggat 
until  October  1,  1940,  communication  filed,  415 

employees,  five-day  week:  order  for  all  county  and  city  employees 
and  officials,  passed,  322 

jail  committee  report:  report  accepted,  ordered  printed,  a  dis- 
senting report  from  Councilor  Doherty,  482 

municipal  court,  Boston:  notice  from  Secretary  of  Commonwealth 
of  Jennie  Loitman  Barron  as  Associate  Justice,  478 

National  Guard  leave  of  absence:  order  to  consider  permitting, 
without  loss  of  pay,  during  annual  training  period,  passed,  32 

salary  increases  for  courts:  personal  service  in  East  Boston  District, 
South  Boston  Municipal,  Roxbury  District  and  Municipal,  Brighton 
Municipal,  Boston  Juvenile,  Chelsea  District  courts,  $7,079.44, 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  253-255 

Social  Law  library  appropriation:  $1,000  from  County  appropriation, 
order  passed,  461 

transfers: 
Boston  municipal  court:  $250,  referred,  379-passed,  406 
Bbighton  municipal  court: 
$50,  395-passed,  406 

$100,  referred  to  executive  committee,  266-passed,  280 
Chelsea  district  court:  $300,  referred,  414-passed,  421 
county  buildings:  $1,000,  referred,  379-passed,  439 
courthouse:  $10,000,  referred,  266-passed,  280 
Dorchester  municipal  court:  $25,  referred,  266-passed,  280 
medical  examiner,   southern  division:  $80,  referred,    317-passed, 
328 

PROBATE    COURT.' 

$75,  referred,  379-passed,  406 
$69.11,  referred,  266-passed,  280 
registry   of    deeds:  $50,    referred    to   executive    committee,    266- 
passed,  280 
Superior  civil  court: 

$1,190.88,  referred,  266-passed,  280 
$200  and  $2,000,  referrec},  414-passed,  421 
supreme  judicial  court:  $165,  referred,  266-passed,  280 
West  Roxbury  municipal  court:  $90,  referred,  414-passed,  421 
$1,687.50  (Boston  municipal  court),  referred,  432-passed,  439 
$70    (northern   division,    medical    examiner   service),    referred,    432- 
passed,  439 
$120   (southern  division,    medical   examiner  service),   referred,   432- 
passed,  439 


Suffolk  County  Court  House 

employment  of  county  citizens:  order  for  Court  House  Commis- 
sion to  compel  obedience  of  contractors  to  terms  of  employment 
requirements,  passed,  95 

temporary  borrowing:  in  anticipation  of  certain  receipts  from  Com- 
monwealth and  Federal  government,  message,  preambles  and  resolu- 
tion approving  legislation  authorizing  borrowing  for,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  26,  27-report  accepted,  referred  to  public 
safety  committee,  34 


Suffolk  Downs  Race  Track 

uncollected  winnings  for  public  welfare:  order  to  turn  over  ruled 
out  of  order,  61 


Sunday  Musical  Entertainment 

in  restaurants:  if  license  is  required  and  where  obtained,  order  for 
information  from  law  department,  passed,  448 


Supply  Department 

citizen  labor  clause  in  contracts:  order  for  report  on  inclusion  of 

clause  of  chap.  40,  sect,  13,  Revised  Ordinances  of  1925,  passed,  71 

transfers:  $70,  $885.64,  $534.30  and  $148.26,  referred,  413-passed,  421 

surgical  Building 

hospitals  committee:  requested  to  investigate  capacity  of  employees, 
supervision  of  patients,  location  of  building,  order  passed,  408 


Tariff  Commission 

reduction  of  tariff  on  Argentine  beef:  due  to  high  cost  of  native 
beef,  order  to  confer,  passed,  403,  404,  405 


Tax  Appeals  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Wilson,  chairman,  Kerrigan,  Tobin,  Selvitella, 

P.  Fitzgerald,  91 
abatements  appeal,  extension  of  time:  draft  of  legislation  petition 

by  law  department,  for  more  than  four  months,  order  passed,  422 
appraisal  services:    order,  to  reduce  or  eliminate  large  expenditures 

of  past  three  years,  referred  to  executive  committee,  76,  77 


Tax  Title  Property 

approval  of  tax-title  renewal  loans  received  from  Emergency  Finance 

Board,  filed,  8,  309,  383 
Commercial  near  Hull  st. :  adaptability  for  playground,  order  for 

examination,  passed,  18 
complete  to  date  information:  order  passed,  199 
information:  amount  of   1936  taxes,  paid  by  whom,  whether  now 

due,  order  passed,  150 
information  from  law  and  public  buildings  department:  orders 

passed,  457,  458 
information    in   re    under    six    heads   following    properties:  392 
Commercial  St.,  61  Dover  St.,  27  Cambria  St.,  with  two  other  orders, 
passed,  224,  225 
land  court  proceedings'  cost:  in  re  first  995  cases  and  to  date,  since 

October,  1935,  order  passed,  198-message  and  report,  filed,  283 
law    department   expenses:  information    under    four    heads,    order 

passed,  348 
list,   foreclosed   properties:  message,  communication  and  list  from 

public  buildings  department,  filed,  309 
$1,000,000   loan: 

approval   of   Emergency   Finance   Board   sought,   order   referred   to 
appropriations  committee,  March  15-report  accepted,  reference  to 
executive  committee  ordered,  131 
new  draft  for  loan  to  be  used  to  reduce  taxation  necessary  for  ordinary 

maintenance,  report  accepted,  order  passed,  138 
order  to  secure  approval  of  Emergency  Finance  Board,  referred  to 
appropriations  committee,  March  15-report  accepted,  order  referred 
to  executive  committee,  131 
$3,000,000  loan  renewal  approval:  notice  received  from  Emergency 

Finance  Board,  filed,  290 
loan,  $1,000,000:  approval  of  Emergency  Finance  Board  for  revenue 
loans   purposes,   order  referred  to  executive  committee,  395-order 
passed,  406 
loan,    $500,000:  message,    order   for    approval,    Emergency    Finance 
Board,  referred  to  executive  committee,  338-report  accepted,  order 
passed,  345-approval  notice  filed,  383 
loan,  $14,500  for  park  department:  order  for  approval  of  Emergency 
Finance  Board,  referred  to  executive  committee,  339-report  accepted, 
order  passed,  345-approval  notice  filed,  383 
ordinance    amendment:  allowing    transference    of    useful    property 
from  public  buildings  department  to  specific  department,  ordinance 
referred  to  executive  committee,  50-report  accepted,  ordinance  passed, 
53 
redeemable  parcels:  totalnumber  not  yet  entered  in  Land  Court, 

order  passed,  71,  72-message,  communication,  filed,  86 
rental   collection:  message  and   report   from   law  department,   filed, 
66,    67;  action   taken   by   law   department,   illegal   collection,    order 
passed,  225-message,  report,   filed,  330 
sales,  12  parcels:  8  Boston  parcels,  3  South  Boston  and  1  East  Boston, 
offers   to   buy,   message,   communications,   referred   to  public   lands, 
tax-title  property  committee,  204  to  209  inclusive-report  accepted, 
orders  passed,  244 
sales: 

number  of  properties,  location,  amount  of  taxes  due,  amount  received 
by  city,  name  of  owner,  order  for  information  in  re  passed,  118,119— 
message  with  report  from  law  department,  filed,  233,  234 
reason  for  delay  of  notices  of  sale3,  order  passed,  118,  119-message 
with  report  from  law  department,  filed,  233,  234 
707  East  Fourth  st.:  data  inre  every  offer  received,  order  passed,  225 
sales  referred  to  public  lands,  tax-title  property  committees: 
Acadia  st.,  South  Boston:  message,  order  for  sale,  $75  minimum, 
433-referred  to  executive  committee,  456-passed,  458-read  finally, 
passed,  466,  467 
9  Adams  st.,  Dorchester:  message  with  offer  and  order  ($250), 
249-253-report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee, 
360-passed,  384 
388  Albany  st.,  Boston:  message  with  offer  ($2,750)   and  order, 
249-253-report   accepted,   order  failed   to   pass,   assigned   to  next 
meeting,  312-passed,  322-passed  on  final  reading,  341 
416,  418,420,424  Amory  st.,  Boston:  message,  order  ($500  minimum), 
•441,   443-referred   to  executive   committee,   456-passed,   458-read 
finally,  passed,  466,  467 
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Tax  Title  Property,  Continued 

sales  referred  to  public  lands,  tax-title  property  committees: 

116-118   B   ST.,   South   Boston:  $1,500   minimum,   302,  306-report 
accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  360- 
passed,  384 
Barnes  ave.  (15),  East  Boston:  message,  order,  204-209  ($256.35)- 

271-report  accepted,  failed  to  pass,  assigned  to  next  meeting,  312 
Bayswateb  st.,  East  Boston:  $800  minimum,  301,  302,  306-passed. 
360-passed,  384 

Blossom  ct.,  Boston:  message  with  offer  ($300)  and  order,  249-253- 
report  accepted,  order  failed  to  pass,  assigned  to  next  meeting,  312- 
passed,  322-passed  on  final  reading,  341 

Bolton  st.,  South  Boston:  message,  order,  204-209-report  accepted, 
order  failed  to  pass,  assigned  to  next  meeting,  312 

22,  36  Bowdoin  st.,  Boston:  message,  order  ($600  minimum),  335, 
336-report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360- 
rejected,  361 

Bowdoin  st.  (387-393),  Dorchester:  message  and  order,  204-209 
($l,450),-270-no  sale,  second  offer  ($750),  396-referred  to  executive 
committee,  456-report  accepted,  order  passed,  461-finally  read, 
passed,  474 

65  Call  st.,  West  Roxburt:  $150  (former  owner),  304,  306-report 
accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  360- 
passed,  384 

88  Carroll  st..  West  Roxbury:  message  with  offer  ($143)  and 
order,  249-253-report  accepted,  order  failed  to  pass,  assigned  to 
next  meeting,  312-passed,  322-passed  on  final  reading,  341 

Centre  st.  and  Quinn  way,  West  Roxbury:  $300  referred,  84- 
report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  384-report 
accepted,  recommitted  to  committee,  385 

1  Chester  pl.  (Comet  pl.),  Boston:  message,  order  for  sale,  $400 
minimum,  434-referred  to  executive  committee,  456-passed,  458- 
read  finally,  passed,  466,  467 

Colorado  st.,  Dorchester;  message,  order  ($120  minimum), 
442,  443-referred  to  executive  committee,  456-passed,  458-read 
finally,  passed,  467 

592  Columbus  ave.,  Boston:  $2,150  minimum,  306,  309-report 
accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  384 

Corey  st.,  West  Roxbury:  message,  order  ($725  minimum),  355- 
359-report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  384- 
passed,  387-passed,  422 

34  Cottage  st.,  Charlestown:  message,  order  ($100  minimum), 
355-359-report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee, 
384-passed,  422 

Croydon  st.,  Dorchester:  message,  order  ($100  minimum),  442, 
443-referred  to  executive  committee,  456-passed,  458-read  finally, 
passed,  467 

Cummins  Highway  at  Sycamore  st.,  Roslindale:  message,  order 
($300  minimum),  336-report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive 
committee,  360-passed,  360-passed,  384 

D  ST.:  message,  order,  204-209-($470),  270 

Dana  ave.  (219),  Hyde  Park:  message,  order,  204-209-($742) ,  270 

3,  8,  16  Dartmouth  st.,  Boston:  $900  minimum,  305,  306-report 
accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  360- 
passed,  384 

Douglas  ct.,  Boston:  message  and  order,  204,  209-report  accepted, 
order  failed  to  pass,  motion  for  reconsideration,  assigned  to  next 
meeting,  312-passed,  322-passed  on  final  reading,  341 

Dover  St.,  Boston:  message,  order  for  sale,  $1,000  minimum,  432, 
433-referred  to  executive  committee,  456-passed,  458-read  finally, 
passed,  466,  467 

388  East  Eighth  st.,  South  Boston:  $500  minimum,  303,  306- 
report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360- 
passed,  360-passed,  384 

1-lA  East  Lenox  st.,   Boston:  message,  order   ($400  minimum), 

334,  336-report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee, 
360-passed,  360-passed,  384 

654  East  Seventh  st.,  South  Boston:  message,  order  for  sale,  $500 
minimum,  433-referred  to  executive  committee,  456-passed,  458- 
read  finally,  passed,  466,  467 

819  East  Sixth  st.,  South  Boston:  $500  minimum,  303,  306- 
report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360- 
passed,  360-passed,  384 

531  East  Third  st.,  South  Boston:  message,  order  ($300  minimum), 

335,  336-report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee, 
360-passed,  360-passed,  384 

14  Elmore  st.,  Roxbury:  $500  minimum,  304,  306-report  accepted, 
order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  360-passed,  384 

14-17  Farwell  ST.,  Hyde  Park:  (4  of  30  lots,  $4,221.15  for  the  30 
lots)  message,  communications  with  order,  319,  320-report  accepted, 
order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  360-passed,  384 

Flaqg  st.,  Boston:  message,  order  ($450  minimum),  442,  443 

Flagg  st.,  Roxbury:  message,  order,  204-209-($450),  269.  270- 
referred  to  executive  committee,  456-read  finally,  passed,  467 

77,  79  Foster  st.,  Hyde  Park:  (2  of  30  lots,  $4,221.15  for  the  30) 
message,  communications  with  order,  319,  320-report  accepted, 
order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  360-passed,  384 


Tax  Title  Property,  Continued 

sales  referred  to  public  lands,  tax-title  property  committees: 

20  Franklin  st.,  Charlestown:  message,  order  ($300  minimum), 
355-359-report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee, 
384-passed,  387-passed,  422 

24-29  Garfield  St.,  Hyde  Park:  (6  of  30  lots,  $4,221.15  minimum 
for  the  30)  message,  communications,  order,  319,  320-report 
accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  360- 
passed,  384 

184  Gladstone  st.,  East  Boston:  message,  order  ($500  minimum), 

336-referred  to  executive  committee,  456— order  rejected,  459 
114,   115,   132,   134  Glenwood  ave.,  Hyde    Park:  (4  of    30  lots, 
$4,221.15  minimum  for  the  30)   message,  communications,  order, 
319,  320-report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee, 
360-passed,  360-passed,  384 
Hanover   st.,   Boston;  message   and   order,  204,  209  ($4,888.40)- 

passed,  270 
Harold  st.,  near  Seaver,  Roxbury:  $200  minimum,  306,  307,  309- 

referred  to  executive  committee,  456— order  rejected,  459 

328   Harrison   ave.,   Boston:  message,    communication,   preambles 

and  orders  for  sale,  $1,500  minimum,  296,  297-report  accepted, 

order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  360-passed,  384 

64  Heath  st.  (referred  October  21,  1936),  report  "ought  not  to  pass," 

order    for  sale  rejected,  47 
193-195  Heath  st.,  Roxbury:  $300  minimum,  302,  303,  306-report 
accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  360- 
passed,  384 
34,  73,  74,  75,  161,  162,  164,  165  Huntington  ave.,  Hyde  Park: 
(8  of  30  lots,  $4,221.15  minimum  for  the  30)  message,  communica- 
tions, order,  319,  320-report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive 
committee,  360-passed,  360-passed,  384 
153-155   Hyde  Park  ave.,  Hyde  Park:  (3   of  30   lots,  $4,221.15 
minimum  for  the  30)   message,  communications,  order,  319,  320- 
report    accepted,    order    referred    to   executive    committee,    360- 
passed,  360-passed,  384 
27  Kemble  st.,  Roxbury:  $300  minimum,  307,  308,  309-referred  to 

executive  committee,  456-order  rejected,  459 
Lake  Shore  rd.:  referred  January  27-ref erred   to  executive  com- 
mittee, 461 

57  Lexington  st.,  Charlestown:  message,  order  ($250  minimum), 
355-359-report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee 
384-passed,  387-passed,  422 
8-16  Main  st.,  Charlestown:  message,  order  ($3,500  minimum), 
355-359-referred  to  executive  committee,  456-passed,  458-second' 
reading,  passed,  466,  467 
555-561   Medford  st.,   Charlestown:  $150  minimum,  308,   309- 
report    accepted,    order    referred    to    executive    committee,    360- 
rejected,  361 
Metropolitan  ave.,  Hyde  Park:  $175  minimum,  message,  order. 
397-referred  to  executive  committee,  456-report  accepted,  order 
passed,  461-finally  read,  passed,  474 
Middle  st.,  Sooth  Boston:  message,  order  ($450  minimum),  333. 
334,  336-report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee! 
360-passed,  361-passed,  384 
Norfolk  ave.,  Roxbury:  message,  order,  204-209-($1,000),  271 
Old  Colony  ave.  (1936  Proceedings,  310,  311),  report  "ought  not  to 

pass,"  order  rejected,  47 
Old  Colony  ave.,  South  Boston:  message,  order,  204-209-269 
Outlook  rd.,  Dorchester:  message,  order  ($800  minimum),  336 
337-report  accepted,  order  referrred  to  executive  committee,  360- 
passed,  360-passed,  384 
Palmer  st.,  Roxbury:  message,  order  ($750  minimum),  355-359- 
report    accepted,    order    referred    to    executive    committee,    384- 
passed,  387-passed,  422 
25  Prescott  st.,  Boston:  S150  minimum,  308,  309-report  accepted 

order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  384 
302-308  Princeton  st.,  East  Boston:  message,  order  ($500  mini- 
mum), 336— referred  to  executive  committee,  456— order  rejected,  45£ 
367  Rutherford  ave.,  Charlestown:  message  with  offer   ($900) 
and  order,  249-253-report  accepted,  order  failed  to  pass,  assigned 
to  next  meeting,  312-passed,  322-passed  on  final  reading,  341 
Sanford  pl.  (referred  1936  Proceedings,  349,  350),  report  "ought  not 

to  pass,"  order  rejected,  47 
66    School   st.,   Charlestown:  message,    order    ($100   minimum) 
355-359-report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committed 
384,-passed,  387-passed,  422 
66  Sherman  st.,  Roxbury:  message  with  offer  ($150)  and  order,  249- 
253-report  accepted,  order  rejected,  312 
Southampton  st.,  South  Bay  flats  district:  message,  preambles' 
and  order,  $800  minimum,  298-report  accepted,  order  referred  to 
executive  committee,  384-order  rejected,  407 
Swallow  St.,  South  Boston:  message,  order,  204-209-270 
Townsend  ST.,  Roxbury:  message,  order  ($800  minimum),  470 
1021    Tremont    st.,    Boston:     message,    order    ($1,500    minimum) 
318,  319,  320-report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  com-i 
mittee,  360-passed,  360-passed,  384 
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Tax  Title  Property,  Continued 
sales  referred  to  public  lands,  tax-title  property  committees: 

Tuckerman  ST.,  South  Boston:  message,  order  ($450  minimum), 
333,  334,  336-report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 360-passed,  361-passed,  384 

153-155  Tyler  st.,  Hyde  Park:  (3  of  30  lots,  14,221.15  minimum 
for  the  30)  message,  communication,  order,  319,  320-report  accepted, 
order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-passed,  360-passed,  384 

VACANT   LOT,    PLEASANT   HlLL   AVE.,    MORTON    AND  WASHINGTON   STS., 

Gallivan  Blvd.:  information  under  3  heads,  1933  to  1937,  2  orders, 
passed,  198,  199-message  and  report  from  collecting  department, 
filed,  263-265 
81  Village  st.,  Boston:  message  with  offer  ($1,100)  and  order,  249- 
253-report  accepted,  order  failed  to  pass,  assigned  to  next  meeting, 
312-passed,  322-passed  on  final  reading,  341 
Wachusett  st.,  Hyde  Park:  message,  order  ($175  minimum),  470, 

471 
Ward  st.,  South  Boston:  message,  order,  204-209-270 
94-98  West  Fourth  St.,  South  Boston:  $300  minimum,  305,  306- 
report    accepted,    order    referred    to    executive    committee,    360- 
passed,  360-passed,  384 
128  West  Lenox  st.,  Boston:  message,  order  ($300  minimum),  335, 
336-report  accepted,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  360- 
passed,  360-passed,  384 
Wilmington  ave.,  Ward  17:  lots  77,  92,  134,  report  from  city  collector 
received,  filed,  165 
order  for  information  from  law  department  relative  to  lot  134   under 
three  heads,  passed,  191-message  with  report,  filed,  233,  234 
153  Winthrop  ST.,  Roxbury:  message  with  offer  ($500)  and  order, 
249-253-report  accepted,  order  rejected,  312 
$25,000  from  sales  for  traffic  signals  in  Ward  14:  order  passed,  363 
transfer  land,  3  Ophir  St.,  Jamaica  Plain,  to  park  department  for 

addition  to  Cornwall  playground,  order  passed,  423,  424 
transfer  from  taxes  of  prior  years  account:  $1,532,241.92,  395 
unauthorized    rent   collection,    immediate    sale,    opposition    to 
House  Bill  784:  orders  and  resolution  on  bill,  passed,  50,  51 


Tax  Title  Property  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Finley,  chairman,   Doherty,   Wilson,   Kerrigan, 
Shattuck,  19 


Taxes  - 

abatements,  1937,  number  of  petitions:  information  from  assessing 

department,  order  passed,  405 
abatements  appeals,  extension  of  time:  legislative  petition  by  law 

department  for  more  than  four  months,  order  passed,  422 
action    on    abatements:  on   taxes   for   personal   property   of   owners 

of  property,  order  to  take  immediate  action,  passed,  257 
collection:  establishment  of  central  bureau  in  water  division  for  the 

delinquent  taxes,  order  passed,  363 
deficit   due   to   tax   abatements:   $1,300,000   loan,    message,     order 
referred  to  finance  committee,  203-report  accepted,  order  passed,  238 
interest  rates,  unpaid  taxes: 

reduce  from  8  to  6  per  cent  on  taxes  over  $200  and  6  to  4  per  cent  on 
those  under  $200,  order  referred  to  executive  committee,  363- 
report  with  substitute  order,  accepted,  375-message,  communica- 
tion, filed,  410 
order  for  legislation  for  above  reductions,  passed,  375-message, 
communication,  filed,  410 
land-taking  for    play  areas:  land  with  several  years'  unpaid  taxes, 

order  passed,  258 
$1,000,000  loan  to  reduce  amount  needed  from  taxation:  order, 
referred   to   executive   committee,    177,    178-report   accepted,    order 
rejected,  188 
I    loans  in  anticipation  of  taxes:  see  Loans 
i    1936  abatements:   for  $10,000  or  over,  order  passed,  61-message  and 

communication,   filed,   86 
I    rate  of  1937:    order  to  consider  informing  the  city  in  re  real  tax  rate 

for  1937,  passed,  101 
<    reduction  of  tax  loan:  consider  drastic  action,  order  passed,  425,  426 
I   refunds,  erroneously  paid  taxes:  order  passed,    198-message,  com- 
munication, filed,  287 

faxes  of  Prior  Years  Accounts 

I    transfer  to  tax  title  property  account:  $1,532,241.92,  395 

faxicab  Insurance  Rates 

resolution  opposing  increase  and  suggesting  review  of  recent  schedule 
released,  referred  to  executive  committee,  360-adopted,  361 


Telephones 

meters:  requesting   public   utilities   department   to   order   meters   for 

measuring  outgoing  calls,  passed,  256 
1927  to  1936  costs: 

order  for  information,  total  number  and  cost,  passed,  48-message, 
communication,  filed,  115,  116 

order  for  information  annually  passed,  122,  123-message,  communi- 
cation filed,   176 

order  for  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  to  seal  all  electric,  telephone 
and  measuring  devices  in  every  department  of  the  city  after  examina- 
tion, passed,  116 

Temporary  Employees  from  W.  P.  A.  Lists 

committee  to  investigate  status:  Councilors  Finley,  Selvitella  and 
Rosenberg,  order  and  appointments  passed,  122 

Tenean  Beach 

purchase  of  land:  order  (see  Proceedings  of  1935,  pages  30,  68,  81), 
report  accepted,  referred  to  executive  committee,  456 

Texas  Company 

release  of  surety  on  bond  by  United  States  Fidelity  &  Guaranty 
Company:  message,  preambles  and  order,  $20,000,  referred  to 
executive  committee,  91-report  accepted,  order  passed,  112 

Texas  Lost  Children 

moment  of  silence  tribute:  for  deaths  in  Texas  disaster,  order  to 
observe  on  some  day  the  first  of  April  and  a  safety  talk  by  teachers, 
order  passed,  120-message,  communications,  filed,  125,  152,  153 

Timilty,  Police  Commissioner 

resolution  commending  cooperation  in  aiding  the  flood  area,  passed,  53 

Tobin,  Martin  H.,  Councilor,  Ward  15 
ward  area:   Dorchester,  north  central 
committee  appointments: 

executive,  19 

claims,   county  accounts,  parks  and  playgrounds,   public  safety,   19 

tax  appeals,  91 
improvement  orders,  Ward  IS: 

for  details:  see  Streets,  Squares,  Parkways  and  Circles,  improve- 
ment orders  passed 

Dorchester  ave.,  from  Gibson  to  Greenwich  sts.,  364 
motions: 

confirmation  of  appointments,  248,  249 

reports  of  committees:  executive,  376 
orders: 

action  on  applications  for  abatements,  257 

appropriation,  Social  Law  library,  461 

buildings,  Hancock  st.  yard  (2  orders),  40 

bus  line,  Savin  Hill  and  Harrison  sq.,  388  (with  Councilor  McGrath) 

celebration,  Dorchester,  221  (with  Councilors  P.  A.  Fitzgerald,  Wilson, 
Rosenberg,  McGrath) 

delivery  of  library  books,  474 

dumping  inflammable  rubbish,  40 

forty-hour  week,  printing  plant,  341 

hours  of  County  departments,  345 

jury  list,  268 

operation  of  new  surgical  building,  408 

operation  of  rendering  plants,  40 

pensioning  Daniel  J.  McDonald  (2  orders),  237 

petition  of  identification  officer,  450,  451 

salaries  of  child  welfare  division  visitors,  171 

shuttle  trains,  Fields  Corner,  40 

W.  P.  A.  traffic  light  project,  77 
points  of  information: 

confirmation  of  appointments,  249 

reports   of   committees:  executive,    386,    406 
points  of  order: 

interest  rates  on  unpaid  taxes,  363 
remarks: 

action  on  application  for  abatements,  257 

appointment,  called  up,  467 
i    buildings,  Hancock  st.  yard  (2  orders),  40 

dumping  inflammable  rubbish,  40 

election  of  president  for  1937,  2 

operation  of  rendering  plants,  40,  41 

operation  of  new  surgical  building,  408 

petition  of  identification  officer,  451 

reports  of  committees:  executive,  375,  406,  407 

$600,000  sewerage  loan,  108,  109 

supplementary  appropriations,  241,  242,  243 

suspension  of  certain  city  employee,  215 


TOBIN 


(52) 


TRANSFERS 


Tobin,  Martin  H.,  Councilor,  Ward  15,  Continued 

resolves : 

retirement  of  Daniel  J.  McDonald,  183 
unanimous  consents: 

forty-hour  week,  city  employees,  364 

recorded  "yes"  on  No.  3,  Centre  and  Quinn  st.  land  sale,  388 
vote  doubts: 

reports  of  committees:  executive,  376 
vote  records: 

"yes"  employment  order,  422 


Toomey,  Joseph  D. 

order  to  name  a  street  in  Old  Harbor  Village  in  his  honor,  passed,  311 


Track  Locations 

N.  Edwin  Covel  et  al.:   see  Streets,  Squares,  Parkways,  Circles,  track 
locations  granted  or  page  80 
See  Street  Laying-Out  Department,  track  locations  petitions  granted 

Traffic  Commission 

automatic  signal  orders  passed: 

$25,000  from  Sales  of  City  Tax-Title  Property  for  installation  at 
intersections:  Washington,  Harvard,  Bowdoin  sts.;  Blue  Hill  ave. 
at  Glenway  st;  at  Amercan  Legion  highway;  at  Talbot  ave.; 
at  Woodrow  ave.,  Morton  and  Harvard  sts.,  Ward  14,  363 

Ward  2,  238,  293  (Bunker  Hill  pk.  and  Dewey  beach) 

Ward  3,  117,  (3)  138 

Ward  4,  47,  48,  170 

Ward  6,  41,  54 

Ward  9,  185,  294 

Ward  11,  423 

Ward  12,  41 

Ward  13,  41,  61,  223 

Ward  14,  13,  (3)  61,  407 

Ward  16,  20 

Ward  17,  20,  324,  325,  348 

Ward  18,  389 

Ward  20,  7 

St.  Ann's  and  St.  Mark's  church:  chargeable  to  Sales  of  City 
Property,  362 
Broadway  station   underpass:  use  as  automobile  underpass,  order 

passed,  345 
budget    requirements:  message    and     communication,     referred    to 

executive  committee,  231-report  accepted,  message  filed,  239 
hazardous  intersection:  Belgrade  ave.,  Corinth  and  Robert  sts.,  order 

for  survey,  passed,  375 
heavy  traffic  prohibition  orders  passed:  Ward  2,  (3  streets)  215 
island  at  Egleston  sq.:  order  for  removal  or  reduction,  passed,  82 
lights  at  dangerous  intersections:  from  the  sales  of  tax-title  property, 

order  for  such  use  of  money,  passed,  372 
loan   appropriation,    $50,000:  for   signals,    referred   to   finance   com- 
mittee, 80,  81-report  accepted,  order  passed,   169-final  reading  and 

passage,  183-message,  veto,  filed,  203 
one  way  street  orders  passed : 

Strandway,  Wards  6  and  7,  during  summer  months,  225 

Ward  2,  149 
parking,  Columbia  rd.:  order  for  prohibition,  H  to  N  sts.,  passed,  199 
"play  streets":  order  to  close  certain  streets  during  summer  months, 

passed,  170 
stop  sign  orders  passed:  Seaver  st.  at  Erie  St.,  Ward  14,  order,  Pro- 
ceedings, 1936,  page  390-message,  communication,  filed,  25 
survey   committee:     overhead   parking,    with    ramps,    near    business 

section,  order  to  confer  with  city  planning  board,  passed,  373 
traffic  hazard,  Hill  Top  St.,  Ward  16:  trap  set  for  autoists  speeding, 

order  passed,  361 
traffic    officers:  all  intersections    along    South    Boston    Strandway, 

order  for  assignment,  passed,  294 
traffic   study   expenses:    81,000   appropriation   request,   referred   to 

executive  committee,  352-report  accepted,  notify  the  Mayor  that  the 

Council  has  no  power  to  initiate  appropriations,  361 
transfers: 

$3,500  from  reserve  fund,  referred  to  executive  committee,  268 

$25,000  from  Sales  of  City  Property,  referred  to  executive  committee, 
348 

FROM    RESERVE   FUND    TO    COMMITTEE    ON    TRAFFIC    PROBLEMS:    $1,000, 

referred,  367-report  accepted,  motion  to  lay  on  table  lost,  order 
rejected,    reconsidered,    assigned    to    next    meeting,    375,    376-in- 
definitely  postponed,  451 
$955,  referred,  431-passed,  439 
vehicular  traffic  barred:  Tremont  st.,  from  Edgeworth  to  Chelsea  sts., 

order  for  playground  area,  passed,  222 
Ward  14  survey  of  traffic  conditions:  order  for  immediately,  passed, 
80 


Traffic  Commission,  Continued 

W.  P.  A.  lighting  project  for  Boston:  order  to  consider  conference  | 

in  re  with  officials  of  W.  P.  A.,  passed,  77 
W.  P.  A.  project  traffic  survey:    at  dangerous  intersections,  order  for 

as  W.  P.  A.  project,  passed,  122 
W.  P.  A.  loan  for  signals:  $150,000,  additional  lights,  order  passed, 

244 
establish  at  Washington  and  River  sts.,  Ward  17  :  order  passed,  118 


Traffic  Island 

removal,  at  Egleston  sq.:  order  for,  passed,  82 
Trailer  and  Auto  Camps 

ordinance  for  supervision,  310-passed,  321 

Transfers 

between  departmental  appropriations: 

CITY  PLANNING  BOARD,  $5,000  AND  LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT,  $5,000  TO 
HOSPITAL     DEPARTMENT     (ALL     H     RELIEF     PROJECT     ITEMS)  :  message 

and  order,  referred  to  executive  committee,  353-passed,  360 

CONTINGENT  FUND  TO  PURCHASE  ($10,000)  SOUTH  B.VY  FLATS:    message, 

preamble  and  order,   referred  to  executive  committee,  300,  301- 
report  accepted,  motion  to  reduce  to  $5,000,  passed,  328 

Dorchester  Heights,  South  Boston  to  United  States  for  national 
shrine,  order  passed,  185 

East  Boston  traffic  tunnel  administration  building,  from 
transit  to  public  buildings  department,  order  passed,  114-message, 
communication  and  veto,  152 

Fiske  wharf,  from  city  sales,  $25,000,  for  purchase,  order  rejected, 
41-message,  referred  to  public  lands  committee,  42-report  recom- 
mending reference  to  executive  committee,  60-report  accepted, 
order  rejected,  62 

library,  building,  treasury  departments,  $1,000  to  auditing 
department  (all  II  relief  project  items)  :  message  and  order 
referred  to  executive  committee,  353-passed,  360 

library  department  to  street  laying-out  department,  $150  (all  j 
H.  relief  projects  items)  :  message  and  order,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee,  353-passed,  360 

LIBRARY     AND     PUBLIC     WORKS     DEPARTMENTS,     $2,000     TO     ELECTION 

department  (all  H.  relief  projects  items)  :  message  and  order, 
referred  to  executive  committee,  353-passed,  360 

LIBRARY    DEPARTMENT    TO    SOLDIERS*    RELIEF    DEPARTMENT,    $100    (ALL 

H.  relief  projects  items)  :  message  and  order,  referred  to  execu- 
tive committee,  353-passed,  360 
library  to  public  works  department:  $3,500,  referred,  396-passed, 

406 
park  from  school  departments:  for  playground  purposes,  Grant 

school  Phillips  street,   Beacon   Hill,   order  passed,  456 
Parkman  Fund  to  park  department: 

$50,000,  referred  to  Parkman  Fund  committee,  178,  179-order  passed, 
188 

$50,000,  260 

$40,000,  288,  289-291 

$24,000,  396-406 

$36,000,  430-439 

$10,000,  454-458 
police  station  3  from  public  buildings  to  police  departments,  passed, 

47 
Port  Authority  from  city-owned  property,  order  passed,  222 

PUBLIC    BUILDINGS   TO    PARK   DEPARTMENT: 

land,   Commercial  and  Prince  sts.   for  playground,   order  pa«°ed. 

245 
tax-title  land.  Prince  st.  for  playground,  289-passed,  291 
for  playground  purposes,  Chandler's  pond,  order  passed,  464 

RESERVE  FUND  TO  CONTINGENT  FUND: 

$75,000,    referred    to    executive    committee,    297-report   accepted, 

motion  reducing  to  $10,000,  passed,  312 
$65,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  318-motion  to  reduce  to 

$15,000,  order  ,  as  amended  passed,  345 
$50,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  366-amended  to  $25,000 

and  passed,  376 
reserve    fund    to    election    department:  message    with     order, 
$10,559,  referred  to  executive  committee,  430-passed,  440 

RESERVE  FUND  TO  HOSPITAL  DEPARTMENT    (SOCIAL  DISEASES):    $9,350,' 

referred  to  executive  committee,  354-passed,  375 
reserve  fund  to  housing  authority:   $2,500,  referred,  378-passed, 

385,  386,  387 
reserve  fund  to  municipal  employment  bureau:  $10,000,  referred, 

328-report  accepted,  substitute  order,  $5,000,  passed,  345 

FROM    RESERVE     FUND     TO     PARK     DEPARTMENT,     HEAD     HOUSE     PIER: 

$3,500  repairs,  referred  to  executive  committee,  283-passed,  291 
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Transfers,  Continued 
between  departmental  appropriations: 

reserve  fond  to  statistios  chaikman:  $1,315.03,  referred,  338- 
passed,  345 

reserve  fund  to  traffic  problems  committee:  $1,000,  referred, 
367-report  accepted,  motion  to  lay  on  table  lost,  order  rejected, 
reconsidered,  assigned  to  next  meeting,  375,  376-indefinitely  post- 
poned, 451 

sales  of  city  property  to  traffic  commission:  $25,000,  passed,  34S 
stations  3  and  10:  $7,593.09  from  sales  of  city  property,  referred  to 

executive  committee,  115-report  accepted,  order  passed,  122 
traffic  department  from  reserve  fund:  message  and  order  for 

$3,500,  referred  to  executive  committee,  266-passed,  280 

within  departmental  appropriations: 

art  department:  $8,  referred,  289-passed,  291 
assessing  department:  $758.58,  referred,  414-passed,  421 
auditing  department:  .$439.90,  referred,  379-passed,  406 
Boston  port  authority:  $125,  referred,  266-passed,  280 
budget  department:  $21.75,  referred,  412-passed,  421 
building  department:  $583.52,  referred,  413-passed,  421 

City  Council: 

$200,  referred,  266-passed,  280 
$105,  referred,  354-passed,  360 
$90,  referred,  431-passed,  439 

collecting  department:  $4,000,  referred,  339-passed,  345 

hospital  department: 

$2,937.09,  $1,169.81,  $2,200,  $1,500,  referred,  339-passed,  345 

$950,  $2,800,  referred,  354-passed,  360 

$20,000,  referred,  395-passed,  406 

$500  and  $2,000  (sanatorium  division),  referred,  412,  413-passed, 

421 
$300.82  and  $500  and  (4)  $0.00,  referred,  431,  432-passed,  439 

institutions  department,  central  office:  $1,200,  referred,  289, 
290-f ailed  to  pass,  291 

institutions  department: 

$500,  $100  (child  welfare),  referred,  318-passed,  328 

$460.29,  $14,000,  $569.25,  $400,  referred,  339-passed,  345 

$2,500    ("Hibbard"    and   "O'Meara")    referred,   354-passed,    360T 

$1,436.97,   referred,   290-passed,   291 
$600  (child  welfare),  referred,  367-passed,  375 
$63.09,  $250  (child  welfare),  referred,  367-passed,  375 
$1,000  (Long  Island  hospital),  referred,  395-passed    406 
$1,000  ("Hibbard"  and  "O'Meara"),  referred,  395-passed,  406 
$310.49  and  $1,000  (Long  Island  hospital),  referred,  413-passed,  421 
$200  (central  office),  referred,  413-passed,  421 
$163  ("Hibbard"  and  "O'Meara"),  referred,  413-passed,  421 
$50  and  $125  (child  welfare),  referred,  432-passed,  439 

law  department: 

$1,275,  referred,  317-failed  to  pass,  328 

$930,  referred,  354-passed,  360 
library  department,  H,  relief  projects  to  police  department, 

H,  relief  projects:  $1,000,  referred,  432-passed,  439 

licensing    board:  $750,    referred,    395-motion    for    separate    vote, 

passed,  407 
market  department: 

$10,  referred,  432-passed,  439 

$4.69,  referred,  290-passed,  291 
the  Mayor's  office  expenses:  $80,  referred,  355-passed,  360 
park  department: 

to  animals   and   birds   appropriation,   order   referred   to  executive 
committee,   178-report  accepted,  order  for  $452.66,  passed,  201 

$186,  referred,  355-passed,  360 
penal  institutions: 

"Michael  J.  Perkins,"  $700,  referred  to  executive  committee,  266- 
passed,  280 

$700  ("Hibbard,"  "O'Meara,")  referred,  395-passed,  406 

$6,500,  referred,  432-passed,  439 
police  department: 

$9,500,  referred,  339-passed,  345 

$17,000,  referred,  413-passed,  421 
police  department,  stations  3  and  10:  $8,098.68  from  appropria- 
tions for  new,  additions  to,  and  improvements  for,  fire  and  police 

stations    referred    to    executive    committee,    115-report    accepted, 

order  passed,  122 
printing  department:  $776.73,  $1,582.18,  referred,  355-passed,  360 
public  buildings  department: 

$25,  referred,  413-passed,  421 

$105,  referred,  432-passed,  439 

$1,250,  referred,  379-passed,  440 
public  welfare  department: 

$2,875,  referred,  432-passed,  439 

$100,  referred,  379-passed,  406 

$150  (Wayfarers'  Lodge),  referred,  379-passed,  406 

$38,000,  referred,  413-passed,  421 


Transfers,  Continued 

within  departmental  appropriations: 

public  works  department: 

$2,500,  referred,  266-passed,  280 

$20,000,  referred,  290-passed,  291 

$500  and  $2,000,  290-291 

$2,000,  referred,  339-passed,  345 

$14,200,  $800,  referred,  317-passed,  328 

$17,500,  $7,000,  referred,  355-passed,  360 

$30,000,  referred,  355-rejected,  360-report  accepted,  motion  to  lay 
on  table  ($15,000  on  Victory  rd.),  original  order,  assigned  to 
next  meeting,  376,  postponed  until  executive  meeting,  385 

$2,000  and  $2,000  (bridge  service),  referred,  413-passed,  421 

$5,000,  referred,  432-passed,  439 

$5,000,  referred,  379-passed,  406 
registry  department:  $400,  referred,  414-passed,  421 
soldiers'  relief  department:  $140.07,  referred,  413-passed,  421 
street  laying-out  department:  $265.83,  referred,  413-passed,  421 
Suffolk  County,  Boston  municipal  court: 

$1,687.50,  referred,  432-passed,  439 

$250,  referred,  379-passed,  406 
Suffolk  County,  Chelsea  district  court:  $300,    referred,     414- 
passed,  421 
Suffolk  County,  courthouse:  $10,000,  referred  to  executive  com- 
mittee, 266-passed,  280 
Suffolk  County,  Brighton  municipal  court: 

$100,  referred  to  executive  committee,  266-passed,  280 

$50,  referred,  395-passed,  406 
Suffolk  County,  county  buildings:  $1,000,  referred,  379-passed, 

440 
Suffolk  County,  Dorchester  municipal  court:  $25,  referred,  266, 

passed,  280 
Suffolk  County,  northern  division  medical  examiner  service: 

$70,  referred,  432-passed,  439 
Suffolk  County,  probate  court: 

$69.11,  referred,  266-passed,  280 

$75,  referred,  379-passed,  406 
Suffolk  County,   registry  of  deeds:  $50,   referred  to  executive 

committee,  266-passed,  280 
Suffolk  County,  southern  division  medical  examiner  service: 

$120,  referred,  432-passed,  439 
Suffolk    County,    southern    medical    examiner    division:  $80, 

referred,  317-passed,  328 
Suffolk  County,  superior  civil  court: 

$1,190.80,  referred,  266-280 

$2,000  and  $200,  referred,  414-passed,  421 

Suffolk  County,   supreme  judicial  court:    $165,   referred,  266- 
passed,  280 

Suffolk  County,  West  Roxbury  municipal  court:  $90,  referred, 

414-passed,  421 
supply   department:  $70   and   $885.64   and    $534.30    and    $148.26, 

referred,  413-passed,  421 
traffic  commission:  $955,  referred,  431-passed,  439 

Transit  Department 

member  of  board  and  chairman :  Thomas  F.  Sullivan  for  three  years 

at  $9,000,  filed,  196 
member  appointed:  John  H.  Broderick  to  April  30,  1939,  filed,  209 
traffic  island,  Egleston  sq.:  order  for  removal  or  reduction,  passed,  82 
transfer  of  custody  of  East  Boston  tunnel  administration  building, 

to  public  buildings  department,  order  passed,  114 

Treasury  Department 

temporary   city   treasurer:  Arthur   F.   Swan   vice   John   H.   Dorsey 

temporarily  incapacitated,  filed,  450 
reduced  rate  on  home  mortgages:  conference  with  the  Treasurer  of 

Commonwealth,  toward  bank  reduction  to  4  per  cent  on  mortgages, 

order  passed,  362 
transfers  between  departmental  H,  relief  projects  appropriations: 

to  auditing  department,  $100:  message,  order,  referred  to  executive 
committee,  353-passed,  360 

Truant  Girls 

status:  order  to  propose  to  school  committee,  proposal  to  avoid  taking 
into  «ourt  or  institutionalizing,  passed,  73 

Tunnels 

Bennet  St.,  by  Boston  Dispensary:  copy  of  order  given  by  street 
commission  granting  permission,  received  and  filed,  268 

Hyde  Park  ave.  to  Washington  St.:  replacing  toll-gate  bridge  with 
W.  P.  A.  funds  if  possible,  order  passed,  34 
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Unclaimed  Baggage  Committee 

members:  Councilors  Agnew,  chairman,  Roberts,  Kerrigan,  19 

Underpasses 

Broadway  station:  use  of  upper  level  for  automobile  underpass,  order 
passed,  345-message,  communication,  filed,  365,  366 

Commonwealth  ave.,  near  Massachusetts  ave. :  order  for  acceptance 
of  chap.  173,  Acts  of  1937,  referred  to  executive  committee,  193,  194- 
report  accepted,  order  passed,  201 

Unfinished  Business 

all  unfinished  business  before  committees  of  Council  of  1937,  referred  to 
City  Council  of  1938,  order  passed,  484 

Union  Freight  Railway  Company 

order  for  copy  of  franchise  for  City  Council,  passed,  34-message  with 

franchise  received,  filed,  84,  85,  86 
order  as  above  passed,  280-message  filed,  287 
order  as  above  passed,  292 

United  States  Fidelity  &  Guaranty  Company 

see  release  of  surety  on  bonds 

release  of  sureties,  The  Texas  Company:  message,  preambles  and 

order,  $20,000,  referred  to  executive  committee,  91-report  accepted, 

order  passed,  112 

United  States  Housing  Act,  S.  168  and  H.  R.  5033 

resolution  approving,  referred  to  rules  committee,  113-message,  com- 
munication, referred  to  rules  committee,  179 

United  States  Public  Health  Service 

order  for  the  Mayor  and  city  health  department  to  confer  regarding 
pollution  of  Boston  harbor  by  sewerage,  passed,  425 


Ventola-Malagutti  Oil  Case 

order  for  investigation  by  finance  commission,  passed,  255 


Veterans 

American  Legion: 

Brighton-Allston  Post  17:  lease  of  Mary  L.  Brock  school  as  head- 
quarters, order  passed,  209  and  211 
Bunker  Hill  Post  26:  communication  requesting  authority  to  lease 
Jacob   Foss   school,    Charlestown,    filed,    103-order   for   authority, 
passed,  105 
North  End  Post:  for  five  years,   $1    per  year,   order   for   lease   for 

headquarters,  passed,  201,  202-message,  veto  filed,  203 
Stephen  Darius  Post  317:  notice  of  lease  petition  filed,  435-order 
for  lease  of  Drake  school,  C  and  Third  sts.,  South  Boston,  passed,  451 
Michael  J.  O'Connell  Post:   road  race,  April  17,  expense  chargeable 
to  City  Council,  flags,  ropes  and  stakes  appropriation,  order  passed,  98 
Foreign  Wars,  Allston  Post  669: 
lease,  Washington-Allston  annex:  notice  received,  for  five  years, 
filed,  order  to  authorize  lease,  passed,  165 
Foreign  Wars,  John  T.  Fallon  Post  1050: 

lease,  Florence  street  school,  Roslindale:  notice  received,  for 
rive  years,  filed,  order  to  authorize  lease,  passed,  165 
Foreign  Wars,  Police  Post  1018: 

lease,  Sharp  school:   requesting  authority  to  lease  school,  Anderson 
and  Pinckney  sts.,  petition  filed,  415 
National    Quard:  leave    of    absence    during    annual    training    period 

without  loss  of  pay,  order  passed,  32 
Yankee  Division:  leave  of  absence  with  pay  for  convention  in  Maine, 

June  25,  26,  27,  order  passed,  244 

Voting  Machines 

investigating  committee:  installation  for  November  election,  order 
passed,  199-committee  appointed,  Councilors  Wilson,  Shattuck,  Kilroy, 
Doherty,  Kerrigan,  211 

report:  468,  469 

Ward  9:  order  for  a  fair  trial  during  special  election  for  Ward  9  councilor, 
March  30,  passed,  49 


Wading  Pools 

Charlesbank  Park,  246,  247,  262 
Franklin  Field,  324,  331 
Hyde  Park,  256 


Weights  and  Measures,  Sealer  of 

quality  and  correct  weight  of  coal,  sold  in  25-pound  bags,  order  to  exam- 
ine, passed,  372 


White  Fuel  Corporation 


license  nullification:  order  November  23,  1936,  page  379-message  and 
report  from  law  department,  67,  68-order  for  revocation,  passed,  68 


White  (George  Robert)  Fund 

temporary  manager:  for  balance  of  year,  conference  for  appointment, 
order  passed,  282 

Codman    Hill    Construction    Company    contracts    with    Fund: 

report  of  finance  commission,  filed,  367-370  and  380-383  and  435-439 

contract  awards:  8120,000  awards  to  one  contractor,  order  ruled  out 
of  order,  150 

health  unit,  Dorchester,  central:  from  fund  for  erection,  passe.l,  186 
investigation:  no  discharges  of  employees  connected  with  contracts, 

until   investigation  report  of   finance  commission  hearing,   May   16, 

order  passed,  184 

planetarium:  resolution,  disapproving  construction  from  George 
Robert  White  Fund,  until  after  the  opening  of  new  surgical  building 
at  city  hospital,  passed,  104,  105 


Wilson,  Robert  Gardiner,  Jr.,  Councilor,  Ward  17 
ward  area:  Dorchester  center 

amendments: 

reports  of  committees:  executive,  328 
supplementary  appropriations,  242 

committee  appointments: 
executive,  19 
county  accounts,  jitney  licenses,  ordinances,  public  lands,  municipal 

lighting,  license  fees,  (chairman),  public  welfare,  rules,  (chairman), 

tax-title  property,  L9— tax  appeals,  chairman,  91 
voting  machines,  211 

improvement  orders,  Ward  17: 

for  details:  see  Streets,  Squares,  Parkways  and  Circles,  improve- 
ment orders  passed 
Armandine  st.,  294 

Dorchester  ave.  at  Ashmont  st.,  20  (with  Councilor  McGrath) 
1'ark  St.,  426  (offered  by  Councilor  Gallagher) 
Parker  and  Ruggles  sts.,  48  (with  Councilor  Koberts) 

motions: 

confirmation  of  appointments,  384 

loan  for  H,  relief  projects,  378 

reports  of  committees:   executive,  bicycle  riding  in  Arnold  Arbore- 
tum, 200,  375,  public  lands  and  tax-titles,  312 
orders: 

absent  voting  at  city  elections,  456 

arrest,  public  welfare  recipients,  214 

attitude  of  law  department.  118 

celebration,  Dorchester  Day,  221   (with  Councilors  P.  A.  Fitzgerald, 
Wilson,  Rosenberg,  McGrath) 

central  card  index,  224 

citizen  labor  clause  in  contracts,  71 

city  use  of  telephones,  1 16 

clean-up  and  paint-up  campaigns  (4  orders),  187 

codification  of  statutes  (2  orders),  49 

Constitution  Day,  closing  city  and  county  buildings,  364 

correction  of  Lien  Act,  11 

cost  of  telephone  service  in  city,  48 

department  and  board  meetings  on  other  afternoons  than  Mondays, 
388 

discrimination,  concerning  Saturdays  off  during  summer,  325 

effect  of  budget  cut,  174 

escalator,  Ashmont  Elevated  station,  420  (by  Councilor  Shattuck) 

expenditures  of  law  department,  313 

expense  of  housing  project  (2  orders),  276 

extension   of   time   for   tax   abatement   appeals,   422    (bv   Councilor  | 
Shattuck) 

failure  to  open  new  surgical  building,  Boston  city  hospital,  311 

five-cent  fares  (2  orders),  175  (with  Councilor  McGrath) 

foot  patrol  police  protection  for  Pierce  sq.,  Dorchester,  293 

health  unit,  Dorchester,  186 

hours  of  labor,  drawtenders,  etc.,  114  (two  orders) 

increased  welfare  allowance,  202 


WILSON 


(55) 


W.  P.  A. 


/ilson,  Robert  Gardiner,  Jr.,  Councilor,  Ward  17,  Con. 

orders: 

information:  on  certain  properties  (2  orders),  198;  from  city  auditor, 

467,  468;  in  re  garbage  bids,  215;  law  department  expenses,  348; 

re  outdoor  parking  licenses,  457;  public  welfare  department,  311; 

certain  tax-title  properties,  224,  225  (3  orders) ;  on  tax-title  property 

from  law  and  public  building  departments,  457,  458   (2   orders); 

from  overseers  of  public  welfare,  293;  re  Wilmington  ave.  lots,  150 
injury  to  Daniel  F.  Bowen,  150 
installation,  edgestones  on  streets  constructed  under  P.  W.  A.  auspices, 

374 
kind  of  milk,  348 
land  court  proceedings  costs,  198 
land,  Wilmington  ave.,  191 
lease,  Loonie  property,  Gibson  st.,  174,  276 
locker  building,  Dorchester  pk.  (2  orders),  224 
number  of  tax-title  paroels  to  be  redeemed,  71 
outdoor  parking  licenses,  422  (by  Councilor  Shattuck),  457 
percentage  of  gasoline  tax  for  snow  removal,  49 
1937,  police  listing,  12 
port  survey,  348 

property,  767  East  Fourth  st.,  225 
protection  of  W.  P.  A.  workmen,  48 
recapitulation  of  tax-title  property,  199 
reconciliation  of  items,  223 
refund  on  taxes  paid  erroneously,  198 
regulation  of  outdoor  parking  spaces,  199 
reimbursement,  illegally  collected  rentals,  225 
reimbursement  of  policeman,  279 
restriction,  Atlantic  ave.  waterside  property,  48 
road  building  work,  186 

safety  island,  Washington  and  River  sts.,  118 
sale  of  tax-title  properties  (2),  118 
school  department  salaries,  223 
sewer  work  off  Pleasant  Hill  ave.,  186 
taxes  and  charges,  Old  Harbor  Village  (2  orders),  325 
tax-title  properties  (orders  and  resolution),  50 
telephone  machines  in  use  in  city,  122 
traffic  lights:  Parker  and  Ruggles  sts.,  324,  325,  348 
transfer,  funds  for  adult  recreation  program,  403   (with   Councilor 

McGrath) 
trial  of  voting  machines,  49 
voting  machines  for  city  election,  199 
welfare  aid  to  aliens,  325 

ordinances: 

supervision,  auto  and  trailer  camps,  310 
tax-title  property  ordinance,  50 

points  of  information: 

barber  shop  ordinance,  478 

committee  on  finance  reports,  9 

committee  reports,  appropriations,  213,  214 

confirmation  of  appointments,  383 

expense  of  housing  project,  279 

investigation,  committee  soliciting  funds  for  outing,  324 

investigation  regarding  high  cost  of  beef  in  Boston,  405 

reports  of  committees,  claims,  481;  executive,  386 

supplementary  appropriations,  239 

points  of  order: 

supplementary  appropriations,  242 
reconsiderations: 

supplementary  appropriations,  244 
remarks: 

absent  voting  at  city  elections,  456 

appropriations  for  sewerage  works,  57,  58 

approval,  House  Bill  1479,  71 

arrest,  public  welfare  recipients,  214,  215 

attitude  of  law  department,  118 

central  card  index,  224 

citizen  labor  clause  in  contracts,  71 

clean-up  and  paint-up  campaign,  187 

codification  of  statutes,  49 

communication  from  Senator  Burke,  326 

confirmation  of  appointments,  384 

Constitution  Day,  closing  city  and  county  buildings,  364 

correction  of  Lien  Act,  11 

cost  of  city  telephone  service,  48 

costs  of  land  court  proceedings,  198 

department  and  board  meetings  on  other  than  Monday  afternoons,  388 

discontinuance  of  business  with  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company, 
211 

discrimination,  concerning  Saturdays  off  during  summer,  325 

effect  of  budget  cut,  174,  175 

expense  of  housing  project,  276,  277,  278,  279 

failure  to  open  new  surgical  building  at  Boston  city  hospital,  311 

financial  experts  to  study  Boston  situation,  374 

foot  patrol  police  protection,  Pierce  sq.,  Dorchester,  293 

free  distribution  of  milk,  458 

health  unit,  Dorchester,  186 

Housing  Authority  appointments,  235,  237 

housing  and  sanitary  health  division,  24 

information:  on  certain  properties,  198,  199;  certain  tax-title  proper- 
ties, 224,  225;  in  re  outdoor  parking  license,  457;  tax-title  property 
from  law  and  public  buildings  departments,  457,  458;  under  six 
heads  re  Codman  Construction  Company,  136,  138;  from  overseers 
public  welfare,  293 


Wilson,  Robert  Gardiner,  Jr.,  Councilor,  Ward  17,  Con. 

remarks: 

installation,  edgestones  on  streets,  constructed  under  P.  W.  A.  auspices, 

374,  375 
investigation  regarding  high  cost  of  beef  in  Boston,  403,  404 
kind  of  milk,  348 

lease,  Loonie  property,  Gibson  st.,  174 
loan  orders,  sewerage,  46.  463 
locker  building,  Dorchester  pk.,  224 
1937  police  listing,  12 

number  of  tax-title  parcels  to  be  redeemed,  71 
opinion  of  Council  on  appointment  of  Hugo  L.  Black  as  Supreme 

Court  Judge,  371 
opportunity,  welfare  workers  to  seek  private  employment,  323 
outdoor  parking  licenses,  457 
payment  to  Dooley  Brothers,  275 
port  survey,  348 
proper  operation  of  busses,  276 
protection,  W.  P.  A.  workmen,  48 
reconciliation  of  items,  223 
refund  on  taxes  paid  erroneously,  198 
regulation  of  outdoor  parking  spaces,  199 
reimbursement  of  policeman,  279,  280 
removal  of  city  constables,  10,  11 
removal  of  Elevated  abandoned  rails,  310 
report  on  annual  budget,  149 
reports    of    committees:  appropriations,     112,    213;  claims,    481; 

constables,  201;  executive,  21,  97,  188,  345,  375,  385,  386,  387; 

jitney  licenses,  97,  98;  ordinances,  473;  rules,  322 
report  on  voting  machines,  468,  469 
re-registration  of  Boston  voters,  49 
resignation  as  treasurer  or  secretary,  102 
restriction,  Atlantic  ave.  waterside  oroperty,  48 
road  building  work,  186 

sale  of  tax-title  properties,  118,  119,  171,  172 
sewer  work  off  Pleasant  Hill  ave.,  186 
six-day  week  for  uniformed  police  department,  322 
$600,000  sewerage  loan,  107 

supplementary  appropriations,  239,  240,  241,  243 
tax-title  properties  (orders  and  resolution),  50,  51 
tax-title  property  ordinance,  50 
taxes  and  charges,  Old  Harbor  Village,  325 
telephone  machines  in  use  by  city,  122,  123 
traffic  lights:  Ward  4,  48;  Parker  and  Ruggles  sts.,  325;  Wards  16 

and   17,  20,  348 
transfers  in  public  works  department,  sanitary  service,  385 
trial  of  voting  machines,  Ward  9,  49 
use  of  city  telephones,  116 
use  of  money  received  from  tax  titles  for  installation  of  traffic  lights, 

372 
voting  machines  for  city  election,  199 
welfare  aid  to  aliens,  325,  326 

resolves: 

applications  for  liquor  licenses,  48 

approval,  House  Bill  1479,  71 

death  of  Hon.  William  M.  Butler,  150 

death  of  Patrick  T.  Campbell,  62 

death,  Francis  J.  Murray,  71 

municipal  building,  Codman  sq.,  47,  48 

re-registration  of  Boston  voters,  49 
roll  call  request: 

next  meeting,  349 
unanimous  consents: 

reports  of  committees:  executive,  bicycle  riding  in  Arnold  Arbore- 
tum, request  denied,  200 
vote  doubts: 

supplementary  appropriations,  244 


Wood  and  Bark 

measurer  appointed:  Whitehouse,  B.  F.  C,  43-58 


W.  P.  A. 

Dorchester  pk.  locker  building:  assurance  of  early  completion, 
under  construction  since  November,  1935,  order  passed.  224 

employees  and  activities:  information  concerning  number  of  em- 
ployees and  effect  upon  public  works  department  of  suspension  of 
W.  P.  A.  activities,  order  passed,  402 

employees  with  dependents:  consideration  in  the  matter  of  employ- 
ment, order  passed,  282 

expenditure  of  funds,  $1,200,000:  information  from  assessing  depart- 
ment, order  passed,  426 

Franklin  Field  gymnasium  and  recreation  buildings,  32-message, 
communications,  filed,  43 

free  milk  distribution:  order  to  consider,  passed,  458 

labor  on  Plain  st.,  Dorchester:  on  laying  out,  order  for,  passed,  171 

lay-offs : 
Council  requests  action  be  taken  in  re,  order  passed,  259-message,, 
communication,  filed,  267 


W.  P.  A. 


(56) 


ZONING 


W.  P.  A.,  Continued 
lay-offs: 

Council  demands  aliens  instead  of  American  citizens  be  discharged, 

259-message,  communication,  filed,  267 
preference  of  citizens  over  aliens,  order  passed,  272,  273 
reason    for    discrimination    against    Massachusetts,    order    passed, 

272,  273 
welfare  department  aid  for  deserving  cases  recently  laid  off,   order 

passed,  274 

LaRose  pi.,  Ward  21:  order  to  lay  out,  185 

$1,000,000  outside  debt  limit  loan:  for  Federal  projects,  public 
welfare,  soldiers'  benefits,  emergency  unemployment  relief,  55— report 
accepted,  order  passed,  61,  62-approval  of  Emergency  Finance 
Board,  filed,  246 

proposed  cuts:  order  for  meeting  of  Congressmen  in  Washington  to 
curtail  cuts  in  appropriations,  passed,  247,  248 

protection  of  workmen:  at  Wood  ave.  project,  Hyde  Park,  order  for 
against  blasting  passed,  48-message,  communication,  filed,  103,  115 

reinstatement  of  workers:  conference  for  extension  of  time  of  rein- 
statement from  60  to  120  days,  order  passed,  424-message,  com- 
munication, filed,  430 

sewerage  program  completion,  $762,026.50:  orders  for  (loan, 
$600,000),  (appropriation,  $162,026.50),  referred  to  finance  committee 
14-report  accepted,  orders  rejected  without  prejudice,  30-message 
with  resubmission  of  orders,  referred  to  finance  committee,  38,  39- 
report  accepted,  motion  to  send  to  executive  committee,  with  public 
works  commissioner  present,  lost,  46,  47-orders  rejected,  47 

traffic  lights  project:  order  to  consider  conferring  with  officials  in  re, 
passed,  77 


W.  P.  A.,  Continued 

traffic  signals  loan:    $150,000  for  additional  lights,  order  passed,  244 
traffic  survey:  at  dangerous  intersections,  order  for,  as  W.  P.  A.  project, 
passed,  122 


X=Ray  Obsolete  Films 

sale:  order  for  sale  by  trustees  of  city  hospital  after  advertisements  in 
City  Record,  referred  to  executive  committee,  218 


Yankee  Division 

leave  of  absence  for  convention  in  Portland,  Me.,  June  25,  26,  27,  ordei 
passed,  244 

Youth  Commission 

order  to  consider  sponsoring  legislation  to  relieve  depression  conditions, 
passed,  34 


Zoning  Adjustment  Board 

members  appointed:  George  L.  DeBlois,  Everett  F.  Gray,  Nymar 

H.  Kolodny,  all  for  three  years,  196 
Atlantic   ave.,   waterside:  order  for  information  of  action  taken  or 

order,  October  26.  1936,  in  re  restriction,  passed,  48 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


January  4,  1937. 
'First  meeting  of  the  City  Council  for  1937 
in  the  City  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at 
2  .p.  >m.,  Coun.  GALLAGHER,  senior  member, 
presiding,  and  all  the  members  present  except 
Coum.  Norton. 


ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT  FOR  1937. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  a  President  for  the 
municipal   year  11937. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  the 
question  came  on  its  passage. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, this  completes  my  first  year  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  foody.  Last  year,  when  I  came 
here  1  thought  quite  seriously  of  the  vote  1 
was  to  cast  for  president  of  the  body.  There 
was  much  agitation  about  it,  and  certain  city 
fathers  saw  fit  to  visit  the  homes  of  the  coun- 
cillors and  there  solicit  their  suffrage  and 
support.  This  year  the  same  thing  is  true. 
We  now  learn  that  the  man  upon  whom  has 
been  bestowed  this  high  honor  of  president 
of  the  body  for  two  years  is  again  a  candidate. 
I  cannot  understand  for  the  life  of  me  why 
he  again  thrusts  himself  'upon  our  city  in 
this  way.  I  cannot  understand  how  he  can  in 
good  faith  come  in  here  and  ask  us  for  a 
third  time  to  elect  him  president  of  this 
body.  It  must  have  some  deep  significance. 
Why  should  the  Mayor  of  this  ciity  stoop  so 
low  in  attempting  to  carry  out  his  desires 
that  certain  councilors  who  do  not  vote  his 
way  are  out  of  luck,  so  to  speak?  Last  week 
we  voted  on  a  certain  attache  of  this  body,  and 
you  who  saw  fit  to  vote  for  the  man  who  was 
chosen,  a  man  who  has  been  associated  with 
the  body  for  some  years,  find  that  in  so  vot- 
ing you  are  cut  off  downs'tairs ;  that  if  you 
want  to  get  some  recognition  for  some  of 
your  constituents  because  of  the  fact  that 
you  did  not  vote  in  a  certain  way  you  were 
out  of  luck.  I  personally  did  not  see  fit  to 
vote  for  a  certain  man,  and  because  I  did 
not  do  so  1  find  that  that  goes  against  me 
when  I  interest  myself  in  behalf  of  a  con- 
stituent. I  have  in  mind  a  constable  who 
has  held  the  position  for  eight  or  nine  months, 
but,  because  of  my  vote,  he  sees  fit  to  fire 
that  man,  and  that  no  constable  is  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  a  member  who  does  not  vote  as 
the  Mayor  desires.  Is  that  the  condition  that 
we  are  coming  to  in  this  city?  I  say  to  you, 
gentlemen,  let  us  do  what  is  right;  let  us 
call  them  as  we  see  them,  and  if  we  call 
them  as  we  see  them,  and  vote  as  we  think 
is  right,  certainly  the  Mayor  should  not  in- 
terfere. Why  does  the  Mayor  want  this  man 
to  be  president  of  this  body  ?  This  man  has 
served  the  body  as  president  for  two  terms, 
an  unprecedented  thing  in  the  history  of  our 
city,  and  is  now  a  candidate  for  a  third  term, 
with  the  support  of  the  Mayor.  Why  do  these 
thing's  happen  ?  Why  does  this  man  want 
to  sit  here  as  president  for  a  third  term? 
Is  it  because  he  is  more  capable,  able,  more 
aggressive,  and  can  best  represent  our  city? 
Of  course,  that  is  not  so.  Why,  when  the 
President  of  these  United  States  came  to  our 
city  he  received  at  the  hands  of  this  man  the 
most  deplorable  greeting  that  was  ever  given 
to  a  President.  His  conduct  on  that  occasion 
was  disgraceful. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — The  councilor  will 
kindly  confine  himself  to  the  order. 

Coun.  MURRAY — Is  it  because  he  has  more 
ability?    Why,    he    sat   in    this    body    for    ten 


years  and  none  of  his  colleagues  saw  fit  to  recog- 
nize him  in  any  such  way,  but  three  years  ago, 
for  the  first  time  the  new  members  gave  him 
his  chance.  They  gave  him  his  chance  be- 
cause they  felt  that  they  should  elevate  Mm  to 
this  office  because  he  had  never  had  it  before 
although  he  had  served  for  ten  years,  and  it  was 
felt  that  lilt  was  the  only  fair  and  proper 
thing  to  do  to  give  him  the  chance  to  serve. 
Since  that  time  the  situation  has  changed. 
The  heads  of  various  departments  have  put 
their  heads  together — everybody  here  knows 
who  they  are — and  they  want  him  again  this 
year,  and  they  are  going  to  sacrifice  fellows 
who  are  sitting  here  complacently  and  letting 
it  go  on,  fellows  who  have  been  here  for 
several  years,  who  have  given  faithful  service 
to  the  city,  and  who  should  be  given  a  decent 
chance.  Wouldn't  it  be  a  fine  thing  to  give 
to  others  this  opportunity  ?  There  is  the 
colleague  who  leaves  us  to  go  to  the  Senate,  who 
might  well  before  this  have  been  given  an 
opportunity  to  serve  'as  'president  of  this  body. 
There  is  the  councilor  from  Ward  17,  who 
has  been  here  for  a  long  time,  and  he  should 
have  a  chance.  But  no,  this  man  wants  it 
three  times  in  a  row,  and  he  asks  us  to  sit 
here  and  like  it.  Of  course,  he  "will  be  re- 
elected. But  it  is  an  indictment  of  the  in- 
telligence of  each  of  us.  It  is  an  indictment 
of  •what  we  honestly  and  conscientiously  try 
to  do.  Can  you  tel'l  me  how  you  are  going 
back  to  your  various  wards  and  explain  your 
vote?  How  are  you  going  to  go  to  them  and 
give  an  explanation  of  why  you  voted  for  this 
man  as  president  three  times,  when  the  people 
of  Boston  ask  you  why  you  did  it? 

Coun.  SHATTUCK — Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
agree  with  what  the  last  speaker  has  said. 
I  am  very  much  in  favor  of  the  re-election  of 
our  present  President.  I  have  known  him 
for  a  good  many  years,  starting  about  fifteen 
years  ago,  when  I  entered  the  Legislature, 
and  when  for  a  number  of  years  we  sat  to- 
gether on  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means. 
I  think  'I  know  him  very  thoroughly.  I  have 
seen  much  of  him  in  the  last  three  years, 
sitting  in  this  Council — during  the  first  year, 
when  another  man  was  president,  and  during 
the  last  two  years  when  he  has  been  president. 
I  have  not  been  asked  by  anybody  outside  of 
this  body  to  vote  one  way  or  the  other.  No 
pressure  whatever  has  been  brought  to  bear 
on  me.  I  believe  he  has  performed  his  duties 
well  and  satisfactorily,  that  he  has  had  ex- 
perience in  the  position,  and  I  believe  in  con- 
tinuing a  man  of  experience  who  has  done 
well  and  on  whom  I  am  sure  we  may  all 
rely.  Therefore,  I  shall  vote  for  John  I.  Fitz- 
gerald as  president  of  the  Council,  and  hope 
he    will    be    elected. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  our  choice  of 
president  as  members  of  this  body  is  purely 
a  personal  one,  and  is  a  matter  in  which  I, 
and  in  that  respect  I  know  I  am  like  the 
other  members  of  the  body,  use  my  judgment. 
I  am  not  going  to  disagree  with  any  member 
of  the  Council  in  voting  as  he  sees  fit,  as  I 
intend  to  do.  However,  to  clear  up  the  rec- 
ord, I  want  to  say  most  emphatically  that  no 
department  head,  and  not  even  the  Mayor  has 
suggested  to  me  how  I  shall  vote  in  this 
election.  So  far  as  our  President  for  the 
past  two  years  is  concerned,  I  wish  to  say 
that  I  shall  always  be  proud  of  my  vote  for 
him,  because  I  believe  he  has  just  as  much 
ability  as  any  man  seeking  the  office,  and 
more,  because  he  has  served  for  a  number  of 
years  in  the  Boston  City  Council.  I  simply 
want  to  go  on  record  as  saying,  speaking  of 
the  attitude  we  are  told  the  Mayor  may  take 
against  those  who  vote  contrary  to  bis  wish, 
that  I  do  not  believe  he  will  take  any  such 
action,  regardless  of  the  action  we  are  told 
that  he  may  have  taken.  So  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  he  can  do  what  he  desires.  He 
is  not  controlling  my  vote  or  my  voice  here 
today  nor  has  he  done  so  during  my  term  of 
office.  I  shall  vote  today  as  a  personal  matter, 
and  not  because  the  Mayor  asks  me  to  vote 
in  a  certain  way,  because  I  can  say  in  jus- 
tice to  the  Mayor  and  to  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments that  they  have  not  requested  me  to  vote 
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for  any  individual.  I  am  acting  today  with 
an  open  mind  and  looking  merely  to  my  own 
conscience. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  Chairman,  two  weeks 
ago  I  introduced  an  order  Which  would  pro- 
hibit any  member  from  holding  the  office  of 
president  of  this  body  for  two  consecutive 
terms.  That  order  was  referred,  like  all 
orders  that  it  is  wished  to  bury,  to  the  po- 
litical graveyard,  the  Committee  on  Rules. 
The  order  was  introduced  without  any  per- 
sonal animosity  or  prejudice  against  any  in- 
dividual, but  because  I  believed  in  an  ideal. 
That  ideal  is  fair  play  and  proper  considera- 
tion for  all  the  members  of  this  body  who 
are  here  representing  their  constituents.  We 
have  here  today  the  councilor  from  Ward  3 
(Coun.  John  I.  Fitzgerald),  sitting  on  my 
right,  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  president 
of  the  body  for  the  third  consecutive  time,  a 
condition  unprecedented  in  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton. He  is  a  candidate  not  because  of  any 
exceptional  standing  among  the  members  of 
the  body,  not  because  of  exceptional  ability, 
not  because  he  stands  head  and  shoulders 
above  other  members,  but  because  of  the  hold 
upon  this  city  of  the  most  vicious  machine 
thiait  ever  dominated  Boston,  whose  ramifica- 
tions have  extended  throughout  the  Common- 
wealth. He  is  dominated  today  by  that  archaic 
political   monstrosity 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — The  councilor 
must    confine   himself   to   the   order. 

Coun.  MELLEN — He  is  dominated  by  the 
chairman    of    the    Election    Commission. 

Chairman  ■  GALLAGHER— The  Chairman 
must  again  remind  the  councilor  to  confine 
himself   to   the  order. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  Chairman,  the  chair- 
man of  the  election  Commission  took  a  hand 
in  this  matter  a  year  ago  this  time.  He 
tried  and  succeeded  in  accomplishing  the  elec- 
tion of  the  president  of  the  body.  You  know 
as  well  as  I  do  that  one  year  ago  today  David 
B.  Shaw,  the  Election  Commissioner,  went  to 
the  members  of  this  body  soliciting  their  votes. 
He  was  at  my  house  at  1.30  o'clock  in  the 
morning  on  that  errand,  and  today  he  is 
doing  the  same  thing  on  behalf  of  the  gentle- 
man who  has  been  holding  the  office  of  presi- 
dent of  this  body  and  who  now  seeks  it  for 
a  third  tlime.  Why  should  he  hold  the  office? 
Is  it  because  he  is  the  member  most  qualified 
to  sit  there?  No.  He  has  been  here  only 
three  times,  and  has  taken  the  floor  twice, 
once  in  regard  to  the  Fiske  Wharf  taking  and 
once  in  regard  to  the  proposed  swap  of  land 
between  the  New  England  Telephone  Com- 
pany and  the  City  of  Boston.  And  so  I  say 
to  every  member  of  the  body  that  it  cannot 
be  claimed  that  he  is  to  be  placed  in  this 
position  again  because  he  is  the  one  man  in 
the  body  who  is  capable  of  sitting  in  the 
chialir.  To  elect  him  to  this  position  for  a 
third  time  is  certainly  an  indictment  of  the 
intelligence  of  our  body,  and  I  shall  not  vote 
to  continue  him  in    that  office. 

Coun.  TOBI'N — Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  every- 
body here  realizes  that  last  year,  as  well  as 
this  year,  the  only  candidates  who  have  had 
a  chance  to  be  president  of  this  body  were  the 
president,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  and  myself.  Of 
course,  I,  like  other  members  who  may  have 
served  here,  have  had  a  natural  ambition  to 
be  president  of  the  body.  'Election  to  that 
position  is  something  that  we  would  all  wel- 
come. During  my  service  here  I  have  never 
said  an  unkind  word  about  any  fellow  member, 
but  I  know,  we  all  realize,  that  the  votes 
recorded  here  at  times  do  not  represent  the 
feeling  in  our  hearts.  Problems  arising  in 
political  life  sometimes  demand  different  ac- 
tion from  what  we  would  personally  like  to 
take.  We  all  at  times  record  certain  votes  in 
a  way  that  we  would  not  do  if  our  own  mere 
personal  feelings  were  concerned.  I  know 
personally,  as  between  John  I.  Fitzgerald  and 
myself  as  candidates  for  the  presidency,  some 
of  the  members  here,  as  was  the  case  last 
year,  would  personally  prefer  to  vote  for  me. 
I  realize  from  my  experience  in  politics  that 
it  is  all  right  to  vote  on  principle,  but  that 
at  times  questions  of  political  expediency  render 
it  difficult  to  do  so.     Therefore,   knowing  that 


many  members  here  would  wish  to  vote  for 
me,  but  that  they  might  be  personally  em- 
barrassed in  doing  so,  I  wish  to  say  to  them 
that  I  shall  have  no  personal  feeling  so  far 
as  they  are  concerned  if  they  do  not  do  bo. 
I  realize  that  a  vote  for  me  today  would  be 
considered  a  vote  against  the  present  adminis- 
tration, and  I  know  that  those  dependent  upon 
us  in  our  various  wards,  those  who  are  looking 
to  us  for  help  in  their  present  troubles,  need 
to  have  as  their  representative  one  who  has  a 
friendly  entree  to  the  Mayor's  office.  I  know 
that  many  of  the  councilors  here  have  to  have 
such  an  entree  in  order  to  satisfy  their  con- 
stituents. Accordingly,  realizing  that  a  vote 
for  me  might  embarrass  some  of  the  members 
of  the  body,  something  that  I  would  not  wish 
to  do,  that  it  might  prevent  their  obtaining 
patronage  for  the  assistance  of  their  con- 
stituency, and  that  the  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers here  for  one  reason  and  another  intend 
to  vote  for  John  I.  Fitzgerald  for  president,  I 
withdraw  as  a  candidate  for  the  office,  not 
wishing  to  embarrass  those  who  as  a  matter 
of  personal  friendship  desire  to  vote  for  me. 
I  realize  that  I  would  get  the  votes  of  a 
number  of  the  members  of  the  body  if  they 
were  to  vote  as  they  personally  saw  fit,  but 
I  wish  to  release  them  from  any  possible 
embarrassment.  I  shall  myself  vote  for  a 
man  who  has  been  in  the  City  Council  almost 
as  long  as  any  man,  who  has  served  three 
terms,  and  I  shall  cast  my  vote  believing  that 
every  man  here  should  be  given  an  equal  op- 
portunity. We  have  had  some  very  famous 
men  who  have  been  members  of  this  body 
and  who  have  left  this  hall  to  take  prominent 
places  in  public  and  private  life,  and  I  be- 
lieve in  a  matter  of  this  kind  that  all  should 
be  given  a  chance.  For  that  reason  1  shall 
vote  for  another  man  as  president  of  the 
body  and  gladly  release  those  who  might 
otherwise  vote  for  me.  so  that  they  may 
do   as   they   see   fit    under   the   circumstances. 

The  order  was  passed  and  the  clerk  called 
the  roll  on  the  question  of  election  of  a  presi- 
dent of  the  body  for  the  year  1937,  with  the 
following    result : 

For  John  I.  Fitzgerald — Coun.  Agnew, 
Brackman.  Doherty,  Dowd,  Finley,  John  I. 
Fitzgerald,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher, 
Gleason,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy,  McGrath,  Peter  A. 
Murray,  Roberts.  Rosenberg,  Selvitella,  Shat- 
tuck,    Wilson — 18. 

For    George    A.    Murray — Coun.    Mellen — 1. 

For  James  J.  Mellen — Coun.  George  A.  Mur- 
ray— 1. 

For    Clement    A.    Norton — Coun.    Tobin — 1. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— John  I.  Fitz- 
gerald has  eighteen  votes,  George  A.  Murray 
one  vote,  James  J.  Mellen  one  vote,  Clement 
A.  Norton  one  vote,  and  John  I.  Fitzgerald  is 
elected  President  of  the  Council  for  the  year 
1937.  The  Chair  will  now  appoint  Coun. 
Kerrigan  and  Shattuck  to  escort  the  Presi- 
dent-elect  to   the  chair. 

The  committee  performed  the  duty  assigned, 
amid    applause. 

President  FITZGERALD  in  taking  the  chair 
said  : 

Gentlemen,  His  Honor  the  Mayor  is  ready 
to  make  his  annual  address  to  the  body,  and 
the  Ghaiir  will  appoint  Coun.  Roberts  and  Gal- 
lagher a  committee  to  escort  the  Mayor  to 
the   chamber. 

The  committee  retired  at  2.36  p.  m..  and 
returned  at  2.39  p.  m.,  escorting  his  Honor 
Mayor    Frederick   W.    Mansfield   and    suite. 


THE    MAYOR'S    ADDRESS. 

Mayor  Mansfield  addressed  the  City  Council 
as   follows : 

The  City  Council  of  Boston  has  assembled 
today  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  for  the 
year  1937.  In  accordance  with  custom,  I  wish 
to  summarize  briefly  certain  of  the  accomplish- 
ments of  the  year  which  has  gone  and  to  in- 
dicate certain  of  my  plans  for  the  present 
year. 
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The   Financial    Condition    op   the   City. 

No  more  important  problem  has  confronted 
the  city  during  the  last  three  years  of  my 
administration  than  that  of  maintaining  the 
stability  of  the  city's  credit.  This  task  has 
been  no  easy  one.  While  a  Mayor  may,  by 
injudicious  administration,  vastly  impair  the 
city's  credit,  there  aire  so  many  city  obliga- 
tions beyond  a  Mayor's  control  that  protection 
aind  improvement  of  credit  by  a  Mayor  are 
fraught  with  difficulties.  Payment  of  State  tax 
and  (Metropolitan  assessments  and  a  'large 
part  of  the  Boston  Elevated  deficit  and  pension 
accumulation  requirements  are  Obligations  which 
the  Mayor  cannot  avoid.  Nor  can  he  eliminate 
debt  service  on  debts  -already  incurred.  School 
costs,  court  costs  and  police  costs  are  subject 
only  to  a  very  limited  control  by  him.  With- 
out cooperation,  therefore,  from  state,  school 
and  county  officials,  possibilities  of  curtailment 
are  indeed  restr.iclted   if  not  impossible. 

Furthermore,  the  complexities  of  our  modern 
civilization  impose  tremendous  burdens  on 
municipal  government  which  are  aggravated 
in  times  of  financial  strasis.  The  poor  and 
needy  must  be  piroperly  cared  for  ;  persons  and 
property  must  be  .protected  ;  the  public  health 
must  be  preserved ;  traffic  problems  must  be 
met.  There  is  a  point  beyond  which  attempted 
economy   is    false  and    costly. 

I  have  heretofore  frequently  pointed  out,  and 
I  now  reiterate,  that  the  financial  difficulties 
which  the  city  has  had  have  been  due  in  large 
part  to  continued  heavy  demands  for  public 
welfare  coupled  with  a  decrease  in  real  estate 
values  and  a  decrease  in  normal  income.  This 
condition  is  true  generally  throughout  the 
Commonwealth,  -as  'is  indicated  by  heavy  bor- 
rowings land  high  tax  rates  of  other  munici- 
palities. In  19'36  six  towns  in  the  Common- 
wealth had  a  tax  .rate  of  $50  a  thousand  or 
over;  fifty-mine  cities  and  towns,  a  tax  rate 
of  between  $40  and  $50 ;  seventy-nine  cities 
and  towns  a  tax  rate  of  between  $35  and  $40  ; 
and  one  hundred  eighteen  cities  and  towns  a 
tax   rate  of  (between   $30  and   $35. 

The  tax  rate  of  Boston  during  the  last  three 
years  could  have  been  materially  reduced  and 
our  borrowings  eliminated  but  this  could  only 
have  been  accomplished  by  a  drastic  curtail- 
ment of  essential  services  and  by  a  wholesale 
discharge  of  employees.  In  the  end,  thousands 
would  have  suffered  immeasurably,  property 
values  would  have  been  impaired  and  the  city's 
development  and   progress  retarded   for  years. 

I  'was  unwilling  to  take  this  course.  Instead, 
the  city  has  continued  to  give  adequate  assist- 
ance to  the  needy  and  to  maintain  essential 
services.  I  did  succeed,  however,  in  reducing 
appropriations  for  city  maintenance  purposes 
in  1936  'almost  two  million  dollars  below 
similar  appropriations  in  19&5  and  reduced 
our  borrowings  for  welfare  purposes  from 
$10,000,000  to  $6,000,000, — a  decrease  of  $4,000- 
000.  As  a  result,  the  met  debt  of  Boston  is 
now  lower  by  approximately  $2,300,000  than  it 
was  on  'January  1,  1934,  and  approximately 
$1,000,000  lower  than  on  January  1,  1936. 
That  this  record  hals  been  achieved  despite 
substantial  borrowings  for  P.  W.  A.  and 
public  welfare,  is  a  source  of  considerable 
satisf action.  The  net  debt  of  the  city  as  of 
the   close  of   1936   is   the  lowest  since    1932. 

While  city  maintenance  appropriations  and 
borrowings  have  been  decreased  in  1936,  tax 
collections  have  shown  a  decided  improve- 
ment. Approximately  73  per  cent  of  the  1936 
tax  levy  was  collected  before  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year.  This  is  the  highest  record  of 
collections  in  recent  years  and  is  approximately 
2i  per  cent  in  excess  of  the  percentage 
collected   in   1935. 

During  11936  the  city  issued  $35,000,000  in 
tax  anticipation  loans.  This  represents  a  re- 
duction of  $9,500,000  from  the  total  of  such 
loans  issued  in  1935.  This  reduction  may  be 
viewed  with  considerable  satisfaction,  since 
it  indicates  a  sharp  decrease  in  the  amount  of 
tempoary    financing    engaged    in    by    the    city. 

Since  1928  a  staff  of  auditors  and  accoumt- 
amits  from  the  Division  of  Accounts  at  the 
State  House  have  been  engaged  in  the  installa- 


tion Of  a  system  of  accounts  in  the  financial 
departments  of  the  city.  In  my  inaugural 
message,  I  pointed  out  the  necessity  of  a 
prompt  completion  of  this  work.  In  1936  their 
work  was  completed,  and  today  the  system  is 
being  operated  by  the  regular  personnel  of 
the  Auditing,  Collecting  and  Treasury  Depart- 
ments. The  system  is  based  on  the  uniform 
system  of  accounts  prescribed  for  municipal- 
ities in  Massachusetts.  Thus,  after  a  period 
of  nine  years  the  accounts  of  the  city  have 
been  established  in  accordance  with  modern 
principles  of  accounting  practise.  Under  the 
new  system  it  is  possible  at  all  times  to  de- 
termine accurately  the  assets  and  liabilities  of 
the  city,  and  so  to  'Secure  a  true  picture  of 
the  city's  financial  condition  at  any  given  date. 
The  City  Auditor  is  mow  publishing  in  his 
monthly  exhibit,  balance  sheets  reflecting  the 
assets  and  liabilities  of  the  various  accounts 
at  the  close  Of  the  current  month.  Boston 
is  the  only  large  city  in  the  country  which 
prepares  for  public  inspection  a  monthly 
balance  sheet. 

By  legislative  action,  which  I  strongly  uged, 
the  policy  of  controlling  the  ordinary  mainte- 
nance expenses  of  the  city  departments  by  the 
medium  of  a  tax  limit  established  by  the 
Legislature  was  abandoned.  This  means  that, 
after  a  half  cenitury  of  legiislative  control,  Bos- 
ton has  been  granted  the  authority  to  deter- 
mine, without  state  interference,  nits  budget 
and  appropriation  policies.  While  it  is  too 
early  to  evaluate  the  full  extent  of  the  benefits 
which  should  come  to  the  city  from  this  legis- 
lation, it  is  evident  that  the  delay  in  the 
submission  of  the  budget  to  the  City  Council, 
which  has  been  so  marked  in  the  last  decade 
of  the  city's  financial  experience,  should  no 
longer  occur,  since,  as  the  necessity  for  legis- 
lative authorization  of  a  limit  has  been  re- 
moved, it  should  mow  be  possible  to  submit  the 
budget  to  the  City  Council  at  an  early  date 
and  enable  the  city  to  operate  under  adequate 
budget  control  almost  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year. 

In  conjunction  'With  the  removal  Of  the  tax 
limit,  the  Legislature  saw  fit  to  place  the 
city  under  the  debt  provisions  of  chapiter  44 
of  the  General  Laws.  Under  these  provisions 
the  purposes  for  which  each  issue  may  be  made 
aire  specifically  enumerated.  In  addition,  be- 
fore any  loan  may  be  authorized,  the  city  is 
required  to  appropriate  within  the  tax  levy 
am  amount  equal  to  ten  cents  on  each  $1,000 
of  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  city  for  the 
preceding  year.  Under  this  latter  provision, 
before  the  city  may  authorize  borrowings  in 
1937  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  for  each 
authorization  $162,026.50  within  the  tax  levy. 
The  effect  of  this  provision  will  be  to  establish 
a  partial  "pay-as-you-go"  policy  on  subse- 
quent borrowings  by  the  city,  as  well  as  to 
limit  the  projects  to  be  financed  through  the 
medium  of  loans  to  work  of  a  substantial 
nature.  Over  a  period  of  years  this  particular 
legislation  should  result  in  a  reduction  in 
borrowings  .and   in  the  net  debt  of  the  city. 

I  am  unable  at  this  time  to  advise  you  as 
to  the  amount  of  the  budget  which  I  will 
recommend  to  you  this  year.  We  are  still 
working  to  keep  appropriations  at  as  low 
am  amount  as  -is  consistent  with  the  public 
interest.  Every  effort  •will  be  made  to  de- 
crease the  amount  of  the  budget  below  the 
amount  of   the  appropriations   of    1936. 

It  is  also  my  purpose  to  reduce  further  the 
net  debt  of  the  city.  While  some  borrowing 
will  be  necessary  because  of  the  continued 
heavy  load  of  welfare  relief,  this  borrowing 
and  .all  other  borrowing  will  be  kept  to  a 
minimum  in  order  that  the  city  may  ultimately 
eliminate  its  debt  and  be  placed  on  a  pay-as- 
you-go  basis.  A  long  term  plan  of  debt  re- 
duction is  bound  to  result  in  automatic  tax 
rate  relief. 

Public    Health. 
The    extensive    and    important    work    of    the 
city    in    the    prevention    of    disease    and    the 
preservation  of   the  public  health   is   unknown 
to   many. 
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The  untiring  efforts  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment speedily  controlled  a  meningitis  out- 
break early  in  1936  and  the  methods  of  control 
then  employed  by  that  department  have  since 
been  adopted  in  many  cities  and  towns  through- 
out the  United   States. 

The  city  now  maintains  twenty-nine  infant 
and  pre-school  clinics  to  which  mothers  may 
bring  their  children  for  routine  medical  super- 
vision and  immunology.  Sixty  thousand  or 
more  visits  were  made  during  1936  by  mothers 
of  linfajnrts  -and  pre-school  children  to  the 
clinics   established  by  the  city. 

It  has  been  possible  during  the  past 
year  to  increase  the  scope  of  the  work 
of  assisting  children  in  the  parochial 
schools  of  Boston.  There  are  now  child- 
ren in  about  forty-five  parochial  schools 
constantly  being  supervised  by  the  medical  in- 
spectors of  the  Health  Department.  This 
supervision  consists  of  daily  visits,  physical 
examinations,  immunization  against  diphtheria, 
control  of  communicable  diseases  and  the  cor- 
rection of  defects  when  found.  It  is  estimated 
that  during  the  course  of  the  past  school  year 
some  75,000  inspections  have  been  made  and 
about    20,000    physical    examinations. 

During  the  New  England  flood  of  March, 
1936,  which  affected  the  entire  milk  shed,  the 
facilities  of  producers  and  dealers  in  milk 
and  of  transportation  agencies  were  marshaled 
under  the  direction  of  the  milk  inspection 
service  of  the  Health  Department  with  the 
result  that  there  was  no  significant  shortage 
Of  milk  and  mio  material  change  in  the  quality 
of  the  milk  delivered  in  Boston  during  this 
period. 

The  Food  Division  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment has  labored  with  vigor  and  success  dur- 
ing H936.  Much  of  the  store  inspection  is 
necessarily  routine,  but  there  have  been  in- 
stances where  particularly  meritorious  results 
have  been  achieved.  Inspectors  of  this  divi- 
sion were  on  the  alert  during  the  flood,  and 
food  in  that  area  affected  by  the  disaster  was 
seized  and  condemned.  Arrangements  were 
made  with  local  boards  of  health  in  the  flooded 
areas  and  before  shipments  were  allowed  to 
come  into  Boston,  the  Food  Division  was 
notified  and  when  shipments  were  received  in 
Boston,  an  inspector  was  on  hand  and  such 
foodstuffs  as  were  beyond  salvage  were  seized 
and     condemned. 

Temporary   Relief  for  the  Unemployed. 

During  the  year  1936  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, through  the  Works  Progress  Admin- 
istration, expended  approximately  $24,000,000 
on  work  projects  for  the  needy  unemployed  in 
Boston  and  an  average  of  approximately 
24,000  persons  have  been  afforded  employment 
on   such    projects    throughout    the   year. 

I  have  consistently  maintained,  both  here 
and  in  Washington,  that  Federal  assistance 
is  essential  to  meet  the  unemployment  prob- 
lem and  that  work  relief  is  socially  far  pref- 
erable to  the  dole.  Every  effort  has  been  made 
to  secure  a  fair  share  of  Federal  assistance 
for  the  needy  of  this  city  and  attempts  to 
cut,  unwarrantedly,  amounts  allocated  for  re- 
lief have  been  vigorously  resisted  and  success- 
fully   prevented. 

The  work  done  on  these  projects  has  been, 
in  the  main,  of  substantial  benefit  to  the  city. 
Highways  have  been  constructed,  parks  und 
playgrounds  improved,  sewer  and  water  lines 
built  and  public  buildings  renovated  and  re- 
paired. The  accomplishments  may  properly 
be  a  source  of  pride  to  the  thousands  em- 
ployed   on    these   projects. 

I  shall  continue  through  the  present  year 
my  efforts  to  secure  for  residents  of  Boston 
their  fair  share  of  Federal  funds  for  un- 
employment relief  and  to  see  that  those  funds 
are    devoted    to    worth-while   uses. 

Hospitals. 
Boston  City  Hospital. 
The  new  City  Hospital  Surgical  Building, 
constructed  with  Federal  aid  as  a  P.  W.  A. 
Project,  has  been  completed  and  in  a  short 
time  will  be  equipped  and  ready  for  occu- 
pancy. 


It  is  a  building  of  ten  stories  and  will  have 
accommodations  for  300  beds.  The  operating 
rooms  have  been  planned  with  a  view  to  high 
efficiency.  Each  operating  room  has  its  own 
anaesthesia  room,  four  bedrooms  for  patients, 
and,  for  the  first  time,  oxygen  piped  to  the 
room  from  a  central  tank  in  the  basement. 
There  will  also  be  pressure  and  vacuum  pipes 
available  to  assist  the  doctors  in  operations. 
Visitors,  especially  students,  may  view  opera- 
tions from  a  gallery  which  is  entirely  sepa- 
rated from  the  operating  room  by  a  glass  shield 
set  in  a  balcony  above  the  room.  When  this 
building  is  opened  Boston  will  have  a  city 
hospital  service  comparable  with  the  best  in 
the    world. 

Long  Island. 

The  number  of  beds  in  the  Long  Island 
Hospital  has  been  increased  during  the  year 
1936  and  great  improvements  made  for  the 
comfort  of  the  inmates  and  patients  and  in 
diminishing    the    dangers    of    contagion. 

Occupational  therapy  has  heen  developed  and 
inmates  have  been  encouraged  to  engage  in 
work  of  interest  and  utility  to  themselves. 
With  the  assistance  of  W.  P.  A.  forces,  build- 
ings have  been  repaired  and  the  chapel  con- 
siderably improved.  A  corridor  has  been 
constructed  to  the  chapel  so  that  inmates 
may  attend  services  in  cold  and  stormy- 
weather    and    yet    remain    under    cover. 

Parks    and    Playgrounds. 

Parks  and  playgrounds  perform  a  most  im- 
portant function  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
health  and  well-being  of  the  community.  The 
availability  of  W.  P.  A.  funds  has  enabled 
the  city  to  make  many  improvements  in  its 
parks  and  playgrounds  during  the  past  year 
with     relatively    small     cost    to    the    city. 

The  improvements  made  are  too  numerous 
to  describe  in  detail  but  a  few  illustrative 
examples    may    be    mentioned: 

Marine  Park  in  South  Boston  has  been 
further  developed  so  that  it  may  be  utilized 
more  fully,  especially  in  the  summer  months, 
and  extensive  parking  areas  have  been  con- 
structed along  the  roadway  to  Castle  Island 
to  make  this  park  more  useful  to  the  citizens 
of    Boston. 

Concrete  walks  around  the  stadium  and 
in  other  portions  of  the  park  have  been  built 
at  Columbus  Park,  South  Boston.  Tennis 
courts  have  been  constructed  and  a  retaining 
wall  has  been  built  along  the  beach  front  to 
complete  that  part  of  the  park  and  make 
the   beach   more  attractive. 

Rough  areas  in  the  West  Roxbury  Parkway- 
were  cleaned  of  underbrush  and  loamed  and 
seeded.  The  low  areas  were  filled  in.  surfaced 
and  seeded.  A  drainage  system  was  installed, 
culverts  built,  and  rustic  bridges  and  fences 
were  erected  along  the  line  of  the  bridle 
paths  which  were  reconstructed  and  put  in 
first-class  condition.  This  development  has 
made  a  decided  improvement  in  this  section 
of    the    city. 

Concrete  walks  have  been  constructed  in  the 
Back  Bay  Fens  where  dirt  walks  formerly  ex- 
isted and  numerous  replacements  have  been 
made  of  wooden   seats  and  fences. 

Rough  unfinished  areas  in  Franklin  Park 
have  been  graded  and  put  in  better  condition, 
and  an  herb  garden  has  been  constructed  near 
the  Rose  Garden.  Walks  have  been  regraded 
and  surfaced  ;  drainage  and  irrigation  systems 
have    been    installed. 

A  new  bathing  beach  has  been  constructed 
along  the  portion  of  the  basin  at  Charlesbank. 
Sand  was  spread  along  portions  of  this  beach 
about  400  feet  in  length,  so  as  to  provide 
bathing  facilities  for  the  inhabitants  of  this 
congested  section.  It  is  contemplated  that 
this  beach  will  be  extended,  under  a  W.  P.  A. 
project,   during   the   coming   year. 

Many  improvements  have  been  made  to  the 
World  War  Memorial  Park  in  the  East  Bos- 
ton district.  Additional  tennis  courts  have 
been  constructed  with  the  necessary  fence  in- 
cisures. The  beach  and  its  entrances  have 
been  improved,  as  also  the  drainage  system, 
walks    and    soccer    field. 
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Extensive  replacements  have  been  made  to 
the  piers  and  bath  house  at  the  North  End 
Park  and  improvements  have  been  made  to 
the  beach   and  its   entrances. 

The  George  Wright  Golf  Course,  located  in 
Hyde  Park  and  West  Koxbury,  has  reached 
its  final  stage  of  preparation  and  is  in  such 
condition  that  it  can  be  opened  for  play  dur- 
ing the  present  year.  This  golf  course  should 
be  one  of  the  best  courses  in  Massachusetts 
and  should  be  self-supporting.  Its  construc- 
tion has  changed  a  rough  wild  tract  of  land, 
useless  for  building:  purposes,  into  one "  of 
use  and  beauty  and  should  eventually  prove  a 
boon    to    the   surrounding    neighborhood. 

The  new  Wood  Avenue  Playground  in  Hyde 
Park  is  under  construction ;  the  Alsen  Play- 
ground in  Dorchester  is  being  leveled  ;  the  Al- 
mont  Street  Playground  in  Mattapan  has  been 
filled  and  surfaced  and  rustic  paths,  walls  and 
fences  have  been  built.  A  new  baseball  dia- 
mond has  been  constructed  in  the  Chestnut 
Hill  Playground,  additional  drainage  and  ir- 
rigation facilties  provided  there  and  the 
ground  regraded.  Tennis  courts  have  been 
built  in  the  Jefferson  Playground  in  Roxbury 
and  new  courts  at  Franklin  Field  in  Dor- 
chester. 

This  is  but  a  portion  of  the  work  of  the 
year  of  the  Park  Department  during  1936. 
In  addition,  it  has,  among  other  things,  in 
cooperation  with  the  Works  Progress  Admin- 
istration, written  the  most  successful  page 
in  the  history  of  Oity  of  Boston  recreational 
activities,  when  its  sports  program  attracted 
during  1936  more  than  4,500,000  spectators  in 
games  and  exhibitions  participated  in  by  more 
than  ,1,500,000  hoys   and   girls. 

Airport. 

The  airport  transport  traffic  at  the  Boston 
Airport  has  increased  250  per  cent  in  the  last 
four  years.  Approximately  five  per  cent  of  all 
passengers  carried  by  air  on  regularly  sched- 
uled airlines  in  the  United  States  arrive  or 
depart   from   the   Boston   Airport. 

Many  extensions  and  improvements  have 
been  imade  during  the  past  year.  The  flying 
field  has  been  enlarged,  drained,  filled,  surfaced 
and  rolled.  A  building  has  been  erected  for 
the  control  of  the  floodlight  system  and  the 
modernization  of  the  lighting  system  at  the 
airpoirt  is  practically  completed. 

During  ithe  past  year  the  War  Department 
leas'ed  to  the  oity  for  airport  purposes,  for  a 
term  of  fifty  years,  Governor's  Island.  This 
has  added  72  acres  to  the  city's  present  Air- 
mart  facilities.  With  the  acquisition  of  this 
island,  Boston  is  in  a  position  to  compete  on 
favorable  terms  wth  the  leading  cities  of 
the  country  as  a  port  of  entry  for  transatlantic 
air  service.  Plans  for  the  development  of  the 
island  have  been  made  and  it  is  expected  that 
with  Federal  assistance  substantial  pirogress 
will  be  made  during  the  coming  year. 

Public  Works. 
'  The  city  is  now  engaged  in  the  completion  of 
its  present  Federal  Public  Works  program. 
During  the  course  of  the  present  year,  work  on 
three  school  buildings,  on  the  Chelsea  Street 
Bridge  over  Chelsea  Creek  and  om  the  Faneuil 
Hall  Market  should  be  completed.  Except  for 
the  erection  of  a  new  Gity  Hall,  urgently 
needed  because  of  the  condition  of  the  present 
structure,  it  is  my  present  purpose  to  be 
most  conservative  in  the  incurring  of  further 
debt  during  1937  for  new  P.  W.  A.  projects. 

Due  to  the  heavy  travel  on  our  public  streets, 
considerable  reconstruction  is  annually  neces- 
sary. During  1936  the  city  reconstructed  271 
streets,  and  constructed  19  mew  streets.  This 
work  was  made  possible  in  part  by  the  avail- 
ability of  W.  P.  A.  labor.  In  addition,  the 
city  through  the  Public  Works  Department, 
has  laid  20,000  feet  of  new  pipe  and  replaced 
30,000  feet  of  old  and  smaller  sized  mains 
with  new  and  larger  sized.  The  Milton 
Street,  Meridian  Street  and  Allston  Bridges 
were  repaired  and  improved  and  new  sewers 
were  laid  i/n  various  streets  throughout  the 
city. 


New  five-year  contracts  with  the  Boston 
Consolidated  Gas  Company  for  street  lighting 
entered  into  in  1936  iwiill  effect  a  saving  for  the 
city  in  its  lighting  costs  of   $25,000  a  year. 

Public  Welfare. 

The  decentralization  of  the  Welfare  Depart- 
ment begun  in  June  of  1934  was  completed 
during  the  nast  year.  This  was  accomplished 
at  a  minimum  cost  to  the  city  as  oity  property 
has  been  used  for  the  new  local  units  in  all 
places  except  Dorchester  and  East  Boston.  In 
those  districts  the  two  new  welfare  buildings 
recently  erected,  under  the  auspices  of  W.  P.  A., 
will  be  used. 

The  effect  Of  decentralization  will  be  to 
enable  the  Welfare  Department  to  function 
mare  efficiently  and  to  avoid  the  hardship 
heretofore  bourne  by  needy  recipients  of  going 
from  all  sections  of  the  .city  to  the  central 
office    at    Hawkins   street. 

Welfare  disbursements  for  dependent  aid  have 
bean  substantially  less  during  the  year  1936 
than  during  1935.  This  is  an  encouraging  sign 
and  reflects  limproived  economic  conditions, 
W.  P.  A.  assistance  and  careful  investigation 
by  the  Welfare  Department.  Indications  are 
that,  unless  there  is  a  decrease  in  W.  P.  A. 
assistance  during  the  present  year,  the  city's 
burden,  though  still  great,  'will  be  somewhat 
lightened. 

Every  effort  is  being  and  will  be  made  to 
enable  recipients  of  dependent  aid  to  secure 
private  employment.  In  a  large  percentage 
of  cases,  dependent  aid  recipients  are  un- 
trained. The  almost  complete  breakdown  of 
the  apprenticeship  system  during  the  depres- 
sion calls  for  the  training  of  these  persons, 
if  they  are  ever  again  to  be  gainfully  em- 
ployed. With  the  cooperation  of  the  School 
Department  it  is  hoped  that  this  can  be  ac- 
complished. 

The  Port  op  Boston. 

Point  progress  in  1936  was  distinctly  en- 
couraging. The  year  showed  an  expansion  of 
deep-water  services,  pasesnger  and  freight,  and 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  passengers  using 
the  Port  representing  a  patronage  from  all 
parts  of  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
Particularly  significant  is  the  fact  that  we 
have  a  growing  percentage  of  passengers  to 
and  from  the  middle  and  far  west,  so  that 
Boston,  the  second  iport  of  the  United  States, 
is  becoming  more  and  more  a  national  rather 
than  a  New  England  port  of  embarkation  and 
debarkation. 

As  to  freight,  a  substantial  gain  in  imports 
and  exports  took  place  for  19'3'5  over  1984, 
and  the  first  eight  months  of  1936,  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  in  1935,  showed 
a  further  steady  increase.  Considering  the 
many  handicaps  with  which  Boston  ds  con- 
fronted in  endeavoring  Ito  build  up  its  import- 
export  business,  the  current  situation  is  en- 
couraging. 

Domestic  waterborne  business  has  held  its 
own,  despite  the  serious  marine  strikes  on 
the  west  coast.  Intercoastal  cargoes,  of  course, 
have  fallen  off,  but  those  from  the  Gulf  have 
increased.  A  few  years  ago,  Boston  had  no 
services  to  such  [ports  as  Tampa,  Mobile,  New 
Orleans  and  Houston.  Now  we  have  four,  and 
so  heavy  have  been  the  cargo  offerings  that 
larger  and  faster  vessels  are  being  added  to 
this  trade  route.  Fox  these  improved  condi- 
tions the  Boston  Port  Authority  deserves  great 
credit. 

There  remains,  of  course,  the  prime  necessity 
of  correcting  the  rail  rate  and  terminal  situation 
favoring  IMew  York  and  handicapping  Boston. 
Other  adverse  rate  situations  under  scrutiny 
are  important  but  none  as  important  as  this. 
1  propose  to  continue  my  efforts  for  its  cor- 
rection. To  aid  in  this  accomplishment,  more 
active  rail  support  by  the  New  England 
carriers  themselves .  is  being  sought,  in  the 
hope  that  by  voluntary  action  on  the  carriers" 
part,  we  can  have  certain  rate  discriminations 
removed  without  the  necessity  of  bringing 
formal  proceedings  before  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce    Comimission.     Pennsylvania    control    of 
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the  New  Haven  and  Boston  and  Maine,  the 
two  largest  New  England  carriers,  makes  this 
phase  of  out  program  for  from  easy,  and 
gives  weight  to  the  view  that  Pennsylvania 
control  must  be  ended  if  the  Port  of  Boston 
is  to  expand  its  cargo  trade  beyond  New  Eng- 
land boundaries. 

Reorganization  of  Departments. 
I  have,  on  several  occasions  in  the  past,  sub- 
mitted a  plan  for  the  reorganization  of  certain 
departments  in  the  city  government  and  one 
met  with  your  approval.  There  are  as  I 
have  frequently  poimted  out,  forty-six  separate 
departments  in  the  city  government  and  one 
hundred  thirty-five  department  heads.  Many 
of  these  departments  perform  similar  functions 
and  yet,  because  of  the  multiplicity  of  depart- 
ments, many  improvements  in  one  department 
are  unknown  to  others  and  much  of  the  benefit 
of  the  experiences  of  one  department  is  lost 
to  other  departments  performing  similar  func- 
tions. This  system  is  antiquated  and  inade- 
quate. 

Inasmuch  as  you  have  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  further  the  matter  of  re- 
organization, I  assume  that  you  concur  with 
me  that  rebirganizatian  is  a  necessity  and  that 
our  disagreement  is  on  its  form  and  extent. 

In  order  that  time  may  mot  be  lost  an  ac- 
complishing so  important  a  functional  neces- 
sity, I  propose  to  appoint  a  committee  to  work 
with  your  committee  toward  the  early  formula- 
tion of  a  -plan  of  reorganization  on  which 
we  may  both  be  able  to  agree.  Heads  of  de- 
partments will  have  ample  representation  on 
that  committee. 

The  $25  Tax  Limitation  Proposal. 
During   the    1937    session   of   the    Legislature 
both  branches  in  joint  session  will  be  required 
to   give  consideration   to   an    initiative  petition 
providing   for  an  amendment  to   the   Constitu- 
tion   of    the    Commonwealth,    under    which    no 
municipality   could   declare    in   any   year   a   tax 
rate   in    excess   of    $25    per   $1,000.     While   the 
earliest    date    at   -which    the    proposed    amend- 
ment could  become  effective  is  January  of  1941 
it    is    important   to    consider    the   effect    which 
this     piroposal,     if     adopted,     would     have     on 
Boston  and  other  Massachusetts  municipalities. 
Taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  Boston 
in    1936    borrowed    $6,000,000    for    maintenance 
purposes   a   $25   tax    limit   would   mean    a   loss 
in     revenue     to     the     city     of     approximately 
$27  000,000,  an  amount  equivalent  to  one-third 
of   'the'  total    maintenance    and    operating    re- 
quirements  of   the   city   for    1936.     Included    in 
this    latter    total,    however,    are    certain    fixed 
charges   such   as   debt   requirements,    State  tax 
and   Metropolitan   district   assessments,   pension 
requirements     and     relief     disbursements     over 
which  the  Mayor  has  virtually  no  control,  and 
which    therefore    would    be    beyond    the    scope 
of    any     reduction    program.     Admitting     that 
these  fixed   charges   must  be  met,  it  is  evident 
that  a   $25   tax   limit    would   necessitate   a    57 
per  cent  reduction  im  the  ordinary  maintenance 
program  of  the  city.     From  the  experience  of 
other    states    where    tax    limitation    has    been 
adopted     it     is     clear    that     Boston's     problem 
under    a    $25    tax    limit    could    only    be    solved 
by  suspending  or  sharply   curtailing  vital  pub- 
lic   services    such    as    those   of    the    Police   and 
Fire   Departments    and  of    the   schools. 

This  has  been  almost  the  universal  result 
in  other  states  in  which  drastic  tax  limitations 
have  been  put  in  effect.  Thus  the  New  York 
Times  of  March  15,  1936,  reports  with  refer- 
ence to  the  effect  of  the  Ohio  tax  limitation 
in   Columbus : 

"Only  151  of  the  regular  force  of  338  fire- 
men have  been  retained  to  protect  this  city 
of  298,000  from  fires.  Eleven  of  the  nineteen 
fire    stations    have    been    boarded    up. 

"The  police  force  has  been  cut  from  31S 
to  156  men.  Half  the  squad  of  police  cruiser 
cars  are  parked  in  the  municipal  garage.  No 
men    are    available    to   operate    them. 

"Other  city  services — garbage  collection, 
street  cleaning,  park  upkeep,  street  repair — 
have  bean  curtailed   severely." 


and  the  Illinois  Tax  Commission  reported  that— 
"In  Cleveland  one  effect  of  the  Ohio  tax 
limitation  amendment  _  was  to  Produce  a  bond 
default  of  $1,287,345  in  February,  1934  This 
was  followed  by  payless  pay  days  and  doles 
for  city  employees  during  the  montta  of  March 
and  April.  The  Federal  Public  Works  Au- 
thority withdrew  all  P.  W  A.  a™*  «fl°*ed 
to  Cleveland,  and  during  the  month  of  March 
the  city  itself  was  forced  to  abandon  its  por- 
tion of  the  water  main  extension  program 
leaving  piles  of  dirt  and  pipe  along  the 
streets  In  its  financial  plight  the  city  of 
Cleveland  'fired'  more  than  700  employees, 
closed  city  bath  houses  save  for  two  days  a 
week,  turned  off  every  other  street  light,  cut 
the  cleaning  of  city  property  to  every  other 
day,  instituted  garbage  collections  weekly  in- 
stead of  twice  a  week,  asked  householders  to 
place  their  rubbish  at  the  street  curb  if  they 
wanted  it  collected  at  all,  wiped  out  all  ap- 
propriations for  city  beaches  and  playgrounds 
this  summer,  gave  the  municipal  boys  and 
girls'  correction  farms  three  months  to  op- 
erate, shut  the  dog  pound  and  closed  off  tour 
bridges  over  the  Cuyahoga  river  to  save  bridge 
tenders'    fees." 

Similar  reports  come  from  West  Virginia, 
Michigan,  Washington  and  other  states  wherein 
attempts  have  been  made  to  establish  an  ar- 
bitrary tax  limit.  Since  real  estate  is  the 
chief  beneficiary  of  municipal  services,  its 
owners  would  be  the  chief  sufferers  from  any 
policy  which  admittedly  would  result  in  wide- 
spread curtailment  or  interruption  of  these 
same  services.  Tax  rate  reduction,  while  es- 
sential and  desirable,  must  be  secured  without 
the  disruption  of  local  government.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  real  estate  should  not  bear  its 
present  share  of  the  cost  of  municipal  govern- 
ment. The  solution  cannot  lie,  however,  in 
hasty  legislation  which  ignores  completely  the 
effect  of  its  enactment  on  municipal  services 
and  municipal  finance.  No  attempt  should 
be  made  to  limit  drastically  municipal  revenue 
without  making  adequate  provision  for  other 
sources  of  revenue  to  meet  the  cos'ts  of  neces- 
sary municipal  services  in  modern  communities. 

Traffic. 

The  increased  use  of  the  highways  of  Bos- 
ton has  created  an  acute  traffic  problem.  This 
problem  is  not  peculiar  to  Boston.  It  exists 
in  almost  all  large  cities.  It  must,  however,  be 
faced.  Extreme  traffic  congestion  not  only 
causes  inconvenience  but  threatens  substantial 
losses  to   business   and   real  estate  in  the  city. 

The  problem  cannot  effectively  be  solved  by 
temporary  devices.  A  thorough  and  long  range 
plan  must  be  determined  upon  and  adhered  to 
and  this  plan  must  be  consistent  with  the 
city's   financial   ability   to   execute    it. 

The  City  Planning  Board  has  given  much 
time  and  attention  to  the  matter.  I  shall, 
in  the  near  future,  establish  an  Advisory  Com- 
mittee representing  leading  civic  organiza- 
tions in  the  city  and  composed  of  men  of 
broad  experience  and  sound  judgment  to  co- 
operate with  the  City  Planning  Board  in 
devising   such   a   long   range   plan. 

Conclusion. 

During  the  last  three  years  we  have  main- 
tained and  improved  the  credit  of  the  city. 
This  has  been  done  by  guarding  against  waste 
and  extravagance  and  by  curtailment  of  ex- 
penditures. It  has  also  been  accomplished 
without  wholesale  discharges  and  without  the 
curtailment    of    essential    services. 

We  have,  moreover,  a  record  of  achievement 
in  the  rendering  of  public  service.  The  needy 
have  been  cared  for,  useful  work  found  for 
the  unemployed,  the  city's  hospitals,  parks, 
playgrounds,  streets  and  municipal  services 
have    been    improved. 

We  must  not  swerve  from  the  course  in 
which  we  are  moving.  Further  curtailment  of 
expenses  is  essential.  Further  rehabilitation 
of  credit  coupled  with  continued  service  to 
the   people  of   Boston   must  be   our   aim. 

The  Mayor,  at  the  close  of  his  address,  was 
greeted  with  applause,  and  the  Mayor  and 
suite  retired  from  the  chamber  at  3.15  p.   m. 
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President  FITZGERALD— At  this  time  I 
wash  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for 
the  honor  they  have  conferred  upon  me.  I 
greatly  appreciate  the  confidence  they  have 
placed   in   me. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY    THE    MAYOR. 

Subject  to  corefiirmatiion  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  Ithe  following  appointments, 
viz. : 

Weighers  of  Coal :  Betty  Brainstem,  1'57  In- 
tervale street,  Roxbury ;  Mildred  Cohen,  6 
Gleniway  street,  'Dorchester  ;  Lillian  M.  Dewar, 
30  Gourley  road,  Medford ;  Mrs.  Eunice  N. 
Lamb,  77  Poirk  Drive,  Biostan ;  John  C  Koomas, 
19  Summit  avenue,  Everett;  Cecil  Monltague, 
86  Lexington  street,  East  Boston ;  Edward  F. 
Gregory,    30    Wall   street,    Everett. 

Weigher  of  Goods :  Arthur  J.  Walsh,  197 
Orchard  street,   Belmonlt. 

Severally  'laid  over   a   week   under   the  law. 


TRAFFIC   CONDITIONS,  WEST  ROXBURY. 
The   following    was   received : 
Oity  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  29,   1936. 
To  the  Oity  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  Ithe  Traffic  Commissioner  relative 
to  your  order  of  December  7,  19'36,  concern- 
ing the  making  of  a  survey  of  the  traffic  con- 
ditions at  the  inltersectliom  of  La  Grange  and 
Vermont  streets,  West  Roxbury. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  December  28,   193'6. 
Hon.   Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  Council  order  dated  December  7, 
1936,   which  reads   as  follows : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
make  a  survey  of  the  traffic  conditions  at 
the  intersection  of  La  Grange  and  Vermont 
streets,  West  Roxbury,  with  the  view  of 
eliminating  the  present  hazardous  traffic  con- 
ditions." 

Our  accident  records  show  only  one  accident 
at  this  intersection  through  the  past  seven 
years.  The  intersection  itself  is  wide  open. 
Vehicles  come  along  La  Grange  street  fairly 
fast  but  there  ds  plenty  of  opportunity  for 
any  one  coming  out  of  Vermont  street  to 
observe  approaching  .cars  in  La  Grange  street 
for  a  considerable  distance  either  way. 

lit  lis  the  opinion  of  our  engineers  that  this 
is  mot  a  hazardous  intersection. 

Respectfully   submitted, 
William    P.    Hickey,    Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


SALE   OF  DEER  ISLAND   PIGS. 

The   following    was    received : 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  31,  1936. 
To  the   Qity   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
communication  from  the  Penal  Institutions 
Commissioner  requesting  permission  to  sell 
100  pigs  now  located  at  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion, Deer  Island.  These  pigs  weigh  approxi- 
mately 6,000  pounds  and  in  the  opinion  of 
the  commissioner  it  would  be  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  city  to  dispose  of  them  at  this 
time. 

As  the  pigs  are  mo  longer  required  at  Deer 
Island  the  corramlissioner's  request  has  my 
approval  and  I  respectfully  recommend  adop- 
tion of  the  accompanying  order  by  your  Honor- 
uble   Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,  Mayor. 


Oity  of  Boston, 
Penal  Institutions   Department, 

December  30,  1936. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor  of   Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — We  'have  at  the   present   time  at 
the    House    of    Correction,    Deer    Island,     one 
hundred    (100)    pigs   ready  for   market.     These 
pigs     will     weigh     approximately     sixty      (60) 
pounds    each,    a    total    of    approximately    6,000 
pounds. 

At  a  market  price  of  from  7  cents  to  8 
cents  per  pound,  this  sale  should  net  approxi- 
mately $400.  In  imy  opinion  the  sale  of  these 
pigs  at  the  present  time  would  be  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  city  and  your  approval 
of  sale  is   hereby  requested. 

Respectfully, 
John  J.  Douglass,  Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  the  Penal  Institutions  Com- 
missioner be  authorized  to  sell  at  public  or 
private  sale  to  the  highest  bidder  the  surplus 
stock  of  pigs  at  the  House  of  Correction, 
Deer  Island,  amounting  approximately  to 
6,000   pounds. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee  when  ap- 
pointed. 


LOANS  IN  ANTICIPATION  OF   TAXES. 

The   following   was   received : 
City   of   Boston, 
Office   of    the   Mayor,    January    4,    1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  accordance  with  the  estab- 
lished practice  of  introducing  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Council  in  each  year  an  order 
authorizing  the  borrowing  from  time  to  time 
during  the  year  of  temporary  loans  in  an- 
ticipation of  taxes,  I  submit  herewith  an  order 
authorizing  the  City  Treasurer  to  issue  and 
sell  during  the  current  financial  year  tem- 
porary notes  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  the  amount  of  $40,000,000.  This 
is  the  same  amount  as  authorized  by  the  City 
Council    for    the   year    1936. 

I    respectfully     recommend    the    adoption    of 
this   order    by   your    Honorable   Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  to  provide  temporarily  money 
to  meet  the  appropriations  for  the  financial 
year  1937,  the  City  Treasurer  issue  and  sell, 
at  such  time  and  in  such  amounts  as  he  may 
deem  best,  notes  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  City  of  Boston  not  exceeding  $40,- 
000,000  in  the  total,  in  anticipation  of  the 
taxes  of  the  current  municipal  year ;  that  all 
such  notes  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  be 
dated  the  day  (the  money  for  the  same  is 
received,  made  payable  with  the  interest  there- 
on within  one  year  of  their  date  and  bear 
interest  from  their  date  until  the  same  are 
made  payable  at  such  rate  as  the  City  Auditor, 
the  City  Treasurer,  and  the  Mayor  may  de- 
termine. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  that  order  has  to  have  two  read- 
ings, I  now  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule  and 
the   passage  of   the   order. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  was 
given  its  first  reading  and  passage,  yeas  16, 
nays — Coun.    Mellen — 1. 


PETITIONS     REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to   the  committees  named,   viz. : 

Claims. 

Mrs.  Edward  Bruso,  for  compensation  for 
collapse  of  water  boiler  at  140  Grove  street, 
West  Roxbury,  caused  by  water  being  shut  off. 

William  L.  Buckley,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Mystic 
Bridge,    Charlestown. 

Catherine  J.  Casey,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  I  street, 
South    Boston. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


Nellie  Daly,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Shawmut  ave- 
nue  and   Union    Park   street. 

Joseph  I.  Epstein,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Common- 
wealth   avenue,    Allston. 

Edward  Norton  Flaherty,  for  compensation 
for  loss  of  clothing  at  J.  J.  Sullivan  Play- 
ground,   during    fire. 

Peter  E.  Flynn,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at 
River    and    Washington    streets. 

Ralph  Ifes,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  North 
Beacon    street,    Brighton. 

Thomas  F.  McDonough,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Peak    Hill    road,    West   Roxbury. 

Bessie  McLaughlin,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Cam- 
bridge   street. 

Francis  J.  McNeil,  for  compensation  .for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Strandway. 

Catherine  R.  Murray,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  816 
Washington   street,    Brighton. 

Thomas  R.  Oleson,  for  compensation  for 
damage   to   car   by  city   truck. 

Isadore  L.  Perlis,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at 
Cheney  and   Maple  streets. 

;Charles  G.  Shannon,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of 
his  acts  as  operator  of  car  of  Fire  Department. 

Harriet  J.  Tipling,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Wash- 
ington   and    La    Grange   streets. 

William  C.  Walsh,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Wil- 
low  street,    West   Roxbury. 

A.  L.  Wells,  Inc.,  for  refund  on  license  for 
methyl    and    wood    alcohol. 

Osia  Yeramian,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  by  team  of  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. 

Grace  Gottvvald,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  Cedar  and  Centre  streets, 
caused   by  city   car   No.   S272. 


REMOVAL   OF   JAMES   J.    EGAN. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  re- 
moval of  James  J.  Egan  as  member  of  Board 
of   Commlissioners   of   School  Buildings. 

Placed   on   file. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   LEO   J.   DUNN. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  ap- 
pointment of  Leo  J.  Duron  of  11  Primirose 
street,  Roslindale,  to  be  member  of  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  School  Buildings  for  term 
ending  December  .1,  193S,  to  fill  vacancy  caused 
by   ■removal  of  James   J.   Egan. 

Placed   on   file. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  FRANCIS  R.  BANGS. 

'Noibice  iwas  received  from  Board  of  Com- 
miissioners  of  (School  Buildings  of  City  of 
Boston  of  appointment  of  Francis  R.  Bangs 
of  Boston  to  be  member  of  said  Board  in  ac- 
cordance with  provisions  of  chapter  351  of 
Acts  of  1929  for  term  of  three  years  from 
December  11,   1936. 

Placed   on   file. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   PAUL 


FINAN. 


Notice  iwas  received  from  Board  of  Assessors 
of  appointment  of  Paul  M.  Finarn,  54  Elm 
sitreet,  Charlestown,  to  position  of  permanent 
first  assistant  assessor. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL     BY     EMERGENCY     FINANCE 
BOARD  OF  TAX- TITLE  RENEWAL  LOANS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Emergency 
Finance  Board  of  vote  approving  tax  title 
renewals  of  Gity  of  Boston  passed  December 
29,   1936. 

Placed  on  file. 


FINANCE    COMMISSION    REPORT    ON 

UNUSED  LAND. 
The   following    was    received : 
City  of  Boston, 
The  Finance  Commission,  January  4,  1937. 
To   the  Honorable  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  been  authorized  by  the 
Finance  Commission  to  send  to  you  the  inclosed 
copy  of  a  report  made  to  the  Mayor  relating 
to  the  large  amount  of  city-owned  property 
ior  which  there  is  little  if  any   public  use. 

The    commission     believes     that    you     should 
have   this    situation    in    mind    when    you    take 
action    on    the   order   submitted    by   the   Mayor 
authorizing  the  purchase  of   Fiske  Wharf. 
Yours    very    truly, 
Robert   E.    Cunniff,   Secretary. 

December   23,    1936. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 

Honorable  Sir, — It  is  apparent  from  the 
statements  which  you  gave  to  the  newspapers 
in  reply  to  two  Finance  Commission  reports 
regarding  $1, 500,0011  worth  of  unused  or  little 
used  city  property  that  you  have  been  mis- 
informed in  many  particulars  in  regard  to  the 
facts  contained  in  these  reports.  Because 
you  have  sent  no  reply  to  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion, the  commission  has  had  to  rely  on  the 
meager  accounts  of  your  statements  which 
appeared    in   the   newspapers. 

The  commission  made  the  reports  to  you  be- 
cause you  hold  the  office  of  mayor.  Whatever 
action  is  taken  with  regard  to  disposal  of 
city-owned  real  estate  must  be  begun  by  you 
or  by  a  board  of  which  you  are  the  head.  It 
is  such  a  board  that  must  arrange  for  the 
sale  of  the  school  lands.  The  Finance  Coma- 
mission  has  been  informed  that  this  board 
has  not  had  a  meeting  during  the  three  years 
of  your  administration.  The  commission  has 
also  been  informed  that  the  Superintendent 
of  Construction  of  the  School  Buildings  Depart- 
ment, Mr.  Drummey,  has  written  to  you  three 
times  asking  you  to  convene  the  board.  He  is 
a  member  of  that  board  by  statute.  He  has 
stated  to  a  representative  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission that  the  cost  of  caring  for  unused 
school  real  estate  is  eating  into  his  mainte- 
nance appropriations. 

The  real  estate  expert  designated  by  you 
to  have  charge  of  city  real  estate  matters  has 
informed  a  representative  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission that  the  restrictions  placed  upon  the 
sale  of  some  school  parcels  by  the  School 
Committee  are  unwarranted  and  prevent  sale. 
The  only  action  taken  by  the  School  Com- 
mittee in  this  matter  was  during  the  admin- 
istration   of    your    predecessor. 

The  Finance  Commission  conclusion  in  its 
recent  report  was  that  the  time  is  ripe  for 
new  action.  The  steadily  increasing  volume 
of  city-owned  parcels  is  appalling.  It  is 
necessary  to  begin  at  once,  regardiless  of  the 
result  of  previous  weak  efforts,  to  find  op- 
portunity to  reduce  the  city's  load.  The  real 
estate  situation  is  improving  and  there  are 
persons  available  who  are  willing  to  invest 
in  real  estate.  The  Finance  Commission's 
recommendation  therefore  is  that  you  require 
the  School  Committee  today  to  give  all  the 
facts  in  regard  to  every  one  of  the  twenty- 
eight  parcels  listed  by  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion. 

The  School  Committee  has  no  right  under 
chapter  259  of  the  Acts  of  1906  to  impose  any 
restriction  on  the  sale  of  these  parcels.  That 
is  a  matter  for  the  board  of  which  you  and 
the  Superintendent  of  Schoolhouse  Construc- 
tion  are  joint   members   with   the   School   Com- 
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mittee.  None  of  the  members  of  this  board  are 
real  estate  experts,  but  expert  services  are 
available  through  the  expert  designated  by 
you  to  have  charge  of  city  real  estate  matters. 

In  regard  to  the  parcels  listed  in  the  name 
of  the  other  departments  of  the  city  under 
your  direct  control,  action  must  start  with 
you,  not  with  the  City  Council.  The  City 
Council  can  vote  to  authorize  sales  only  on 
your  recommendation.  The  charter  allows  the 
Council  no  admirnlis'trative  authority. 

The  commission's  recommendation  is  that 
you  cause  the  list  to  be  investigated ;  that  you 
obtain  specific  and  sound  reasons  why  the 
city  should  retain  posession  of  each  of  the 
forty  parcels  in  the  list.  If  your  depart- 
ment heads  can  give  sound  reasons  for  the 
retention  of  any  of  them,  the  Finance  Com- 
mission does  not  insist  on  sale.  The  commis- 
sion does  claim  that  the  city  authorities  have 
been  asleep  on  the  matter  and  that  the  tax- 
payers  need    relief. 

The  Finance  Commission  also  recommends 
that  you  withdraw  your  order  in  the  City 
Council  providing  a  $25,000  appropriation  for 
the  purchase  of  defunct  and  dilapidated  Fiske 
Wharf  from  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad.  Your  plan  to  build  there 
a  dock  for  city  steamers  and  for  privately 
owned  freighters,  if  carried  out,  will  cost  a 
million  dollars  and  will  deprive  the  owners 
of  many  of  the  wharves  now  in  use  of  their 
only  means  of  earning  the  money  to  pay  their 
taxes.  A  better  dock  site  for  city  steamers, 
the  old  North  Ferry  slip,  now  owned  by  the 
city,    is    falling    into    ruin. 

The     Finance     Commission     believes    another 
city   dock    is    unnecessary.     The  city   has    Fos- 
ter's  Wharf   under  long  lease  which  is   ample 
for    the    city    steamers.     The    city    also    has    a 
dock   100  yards  away  from  Fiske  Wharf.     Any 
money  available  for  investment  in  docks  should 
'be    spent    on    ibhe    old    North     Ferry    dock    to 
preserve    it    until   a    purchaser    can    be    found. 
There    is    not   in    prospect    sufficient   use    of    it 
by  the  city  to  warrant  retention  of  it  longer. 
Respectfully   submitted, 
The   Finance   Commission, 
by  E.  Mark  Sullivan,  Chairman. 

Placed    on    file. 


COMMITTEE    ON    FINANCE    REPORT. 

Coup.  DOWD,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance 
of   last  year,  submitted  the  following : 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  November  23,  1936)  appropriating 
$75,000  from  special  fund — Sales  of  City  Prop- 
erty— for  Police  Department  purchase  of  Har- 
bor  patrol   boats — that   same   ought   to    pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  WILSON— (Mr.  President,  are  we 
going   to   hear  anything  about  this   matter  ? 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  I  shall  be  glad 
to  give  my  colleague  the  information  he  de- 
sires: As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  believe  he  sat 
in  with  the  committee  when  both  the  old 
commissioner  and  the  new  commissioner 
advised  us  that  unless  the  money  was  ap- 
propriated at  once,  it  would  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  curtail  the  services  of  the  harbor 
police.  One  of  the  most  striking  statements 
was  that  it  has  cost  in  the  last  two 
years  $7,500  for  repairs  on  the  two  boats 
that  the  department  has  now.  There  was 
no  question  on  the  part  of  the  committee 
that  the  lieutenant  who  appeared  was  well 
qualified  to  state  the  situation.  Even  Coun- 
cilor Shattuck  was  so  well  satisfied  that,  he 
agreed  to  vote  for  the  appropriation.  We 
were  told  that  if  the  appropriation  was  not 
secured  and  the  new  boat  obtained,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  absolutely  curtail  the  harbor 
service.  One  of  the  most  striking  things  that 
appealed  to  me  was,  so  far  as  the  Long  Island 
situation  is  concerned,  that  on  various  oc- 
casions when  other  boats  were  not  available 
in  the  case  of  patients  dying  and  their  relatives 
wishing  to  go  down  and  see  them,  perhaps 
in  the  early  morning,  the  police  boat  was  the 


only  boat  available,  that  it  had  to  be  depended 
upon,  for  instance,  to  carry  the  medical  staff 
or  specialists  to  and  from  Long  Island,  re- 
gardless of  the  hour  when  transportation 
might  be  required.  That  is  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal reasons  why  I  shall  vote  for  the  ap- 
propriation, which  both  the  old  and  the  new 
commissioners  consider'  very  necessary,  and 
which   they   have   greatly    desired   to    have. 

The  order   was  passed,   yeas    IS,   nays — Coun. 
Mellen — 1. 


Coun.  GALLAGHER  in  the  chair. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  'That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  115  Of  the  General  Laws,  and  acts  in 
amendment  thereof  or  in  addition  thereto, 
the  amounts  set  forth  lin  the  list  of  allowances 
hereto  annexed,  for  the  month  of  January, 
1937,  otf  aid  to  soldiers  and  sailors  and  their 
families  residing  in  the  'City  of  Boston  or 
having  a  settlement  therein,  be  hereby  approved 
and  paid  until  otherwise  ordered  unless  the 
person  named  shall  previously  become  ineligible 
to   receive   slaiid  aid. 

The   order    was    passed    under   suspension    of 
the  rule. 


INFORMATION     RE     DEPARTMENTAL 
REORGANIZATION. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER  offered  the  following  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be,  and  hereby  is, 
requested  to  require  the  folio  wing  information 
of  all  city  department  heads  and  to  transmit 
such  information  by  March  T5,  1937,  to  the 
City  Council  for  use  in  its  study  of  depart- 
mental reorganization  : 

Information  up  to  January  1,  1937,  similar 
to  that  required  by  the  Mayor's  Circular  Letter 
No.  11  of  June  22,  0.934,  relative  to  (1)  In- 
ternal Departmental  Organization,  (2)  Kind 
and  Volume  of  Work,  (3)  Personnel,  (4) 
City   Property   and    (5)    General. 

Passed   under  suspension  of  the   rule. 


JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  as  follows,  under  the 
law,  Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  presiding 
at  the  box  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor,  viz. : 

Seventy-three  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Crim- 
inal  Court,  to  appear   February   1,    1937 : 

William  H.  Bennett,  Ward  1 ;  Henry  Delorey, 
Ward  ,1 ;  Arthur  J.  Hedrington,  Ward  1 ;  Jef- 
frey E.  Lamdry,  Ward  1  ;  Albert  F.  Puzzo, 
Ward  1  ;  William  L.  Richardson,  Ward  1  ; 
John  T.  Scannell,  Ward  1  ;  William  J. 
Benner,  Ward  2 ;  John  H.  McCarthy, 
Ward  3 ;  James  E.  O'Keeffe,  Ward  3  ; 
George  Armstrong,  Ward  4 ;  James  E. 
Henderson,  Ward  4 ;  Duncan  MaeFarlame, 
Ward  4 ;  Chester  E.  Bonney,  Ward  5 ;  John 
E.  Kennedy,  Ward  5  ;  William  Davis,  Ward  6  ; 
Thomas  L.  MacLean,  Ward  6 ;  Patrick  M. 
Bresnahan,  Ward  7  ;  Patrick  L.  Connolly,  Ward 
7 ;  Charles  D.  Jones,  Ward  9 ;  William  Kobs, 
Ward  10  ;  William  J.  Langdon,  Ward  10 ; 
Joseph  McEmeany,  Ward  10;  John  3.  McKeon, 
Ward  10  ;  Thomas  F.  Reddish,  Ward  10  ;  Wil- 
liam H.  Thompson,  Ward  10 ;  Norman  E. 
Johnson,  Ward  11 ;  Philip  M.  Higgins,  Ward 
12;  William  G.  Lewis,  Ward  12;  Harold  E. 
Barron,  Ward  13  ;  Alexander  F.  Has'tie,  Ward 
13 ;  Edward  Jennings,  Ward  13  ;  William 
NewmJan,  Ward  (13,  Abraham  Rosenberg, 
Ward  13  ;  Daniel  E.  Cowan,  Ward  14 ;  Harry 
Esterman,  Ward  14;  Joseph  F.  Garrity,  Ward 
14;  Harold  A.  Moore,  Ward  14;  Walter  C. 
Rice,  Ward  14  ;  Hyman  Rosenberg,  Ward  14 ; 
Thomas  J.  Sperling,  Ward  14 ;  Michael  W. 
Costello,  ■  Ward  15;  James  F.  Cunning,  Ward 
15;  Benjamin  F.  Draper,  Ward  15;  Albert 
Daniel  Hughes,  Ward  15 ;  Alexander  J.  Smith, 
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Ward  15 ;  William  Bauer,  Jr.,  Ward  16  ;  John 
P.  O'DoroneM,  Ward  16 ;  Bertram  C.  Arey, 
Ward  17 ;  Daniel  J.  Casey,  -Ward  17 ;  Frank 
J.  DaSisto,  Ward  17  ;  Thomas  Gillespie,  Ward  17  ; 
Cecil  Seudder,  Ward  17  ;  Lewis  Buhlman,  Ward 
18  ;  Victor  iFeinberg,  Ward  18  ;  Frederic  S.  Hill, 
Ward  18 ;  Eric  0.  A.  Johnson,  Ward  18  ;  Ed- 
ward J.  Leonard,  Ward  18 ;  John  F.  Ryan, 
Ward  118 ;  Tihbmas  Coulter,  Ward  19 ;  David 
J.  McCarthy,  Ward  19 ;  Joseph  A.  Mulkern, 
Ward  19  ;  Roderique  F.  Soule,  Ward  19  ;  Walter 
W.  Wentworrth,  Ward  19  ;  Bernard  F.  Wucher, 
Ward  19 ;  John  P.  Curley,  Ward  20 ;  Emest 
C.  Ealton,  Ward  20  ;  Irving  Allman,  Ward  21 ; 
Herman  Brightman,  Ward  21 ;  Fred  R.  Elkins, 
Ward  21  ;  Frederick  Meyers,  Ward  21  ;  Thomas 
F.  Clark,  Ward  22  ;  George  J.  Farrell,  Ward  22. 

Seventy-one    traverse    jurors,    Superior    Civil 
Court,  to  appear   February   1,  1937  : 

Dominic  L.  Bomugli,  Ward  1  ;  Charles  Com- 
marata,  Ward  1  ;  Thomas  M.  Fahey,  Ward  1 
Theodore  W.  Maloney,  Ward  1 ;  Horatio  J 
Nelson,  Ward  1  ;  Edward  Clafferty,  Ward  2 
Frank  J.  Ferry,  Ward  2  ;  Edwin  C.  Leigh  ton 
Ward  2 ;  John  Sullivan,  Ward  2  ;  Walter  H 
Lockmaln,  Ward  3  ;  John  W.  Barker,  Ward  4 
Edward1  Ingle,  Ward  4  ;  John  V.  Neary,  Ward 
4  ;  Harris  iS.  Shaw,  Ward  4  ;  George  H.  True, 
Ward  4 ;  Sylvester  Francis  Murray,  Ward  5 
Edward  White,  Ward  5  ;  .Hugh  Whitney,  Ward 
5 ;  William  J.  Fern,  Ward  8 ;  Joseph  M 
Brick  ley,  Ward  10  ;  James  J.  Brown,  Ward  10 
Frank  A.  Allen,  Ward  11 ;  Augustus  DeCoste 
Ward  11 ;  Michael  J.  Leonard,  Ward  11 
Charles  F.  Maltthews,  Ward  11 ;  Michael  Murray 
Ward  11;  John  L.  Pink,  Ward  11;  Percy 
Sharpe,  Ward  11 ;  Walter  J.  Smith,  Ward  11 
James  B.  Trefry,  Ward  11 ;  Thomas  F.  Har 
rington,  Ward  12  ;  Thomas  J.  Mee,  Ward  12 
Francis  M.  Ott,  Ward  12 ;  Herbert  M.  Cady 
Ward  13 ;  Arthur  C.  England,  Ward  13 
Herbert  M.  Waugh,  Ward  13  ;  James  J.  Curley, 
Ward  14  ;  John  J.  McCarron,  Ward  14  ;  Stew- 
art P.  Burke,  Ward  15;  Norwood  R.  Hazen, 
Ward  15  ;  Richard  D.  Landers,  Ward  15  ;  Finley 
B.  Murdock,  Ward  15  ;  Thomas  Russell,  Ward 
15  ;  Alfred  E.  Sutherland.  Ward  15  ;  Joseph  L. 
Walker,  Ward  15 ;  Joseph  F.  Whitfbrd,  Ward 
15 ;  John  J.  Murphy,  Ward  16 ;  Edward  L. 
Powers,  Ward  16 ;  Edward  H.  Bryant,  Ward 
17 ;  James  F.  Burke,  Ward  17 ;  Ray  P.  Ells, 
Ward  17 ;  Cornelius  J.  Flynn,  Ward  17 ; 
Thomas  K.  Foster,  Ward  17 ;  John  Perry, 
Ward  17  ;  Alexander  J.  Sutherland,  Ward  17  ; 
Franklin  L.  Miller,  Ward  18;  Winfield  O. 
Tripp,  Ward  18 ;  Henry  W.  Gebhardt,  Ward 
19;  John  J.  Gormley,  Ward  19;  John  Hunter. 
Ward  19  ;  John  Kast,  Ward  19  ;  Harold  Lougee, 
Ward  19 ;  Finlay  J.  MacKinnon,  Ward  19  ; 
Samuel  D.  Knowlton,  Ward  20 ;  Daniel  J. 
McDonald,  Ward  20;  Patrick  Waters,  Ward 
20 ;  William  J.  Hurd,  Ward  21 ;  WUHam 
Shepherd,  Ward  21  ;  Frank  J.  Taylor,  Ward 
21  ;  Patrick  W.  Brogie,  Ward  22 ;  James 
Holian,  Ward  22. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE   ON   CLAIMS. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims  of  1936,  submitted  the  following  report: 

1.  The  Committee  on  Claims  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report  showing  the  disposi- 
tion of  claims  durine  the  municipal  year  1936: 

Claims  pending  January   1.    1936 1,060 

Claims  received   during    1936 618 

Claims    approved  during   1936 74 

Claims  disapproved  during  1936 361 

Reimbursements    (suits   against   city   em- 
ployees)          29 

Amount   paid    out   on    reim- 
bursements  $7,007.96 

Amount    paid     out    on     ap- 
proved claims 3,029.16 


Total  amount  paid  out  on  claims $10,037.12 

Claims  pending   December  31,   1936 1,214 

For   the   Committee, 
Henry    Selvitella,    Chairman. 
Report  accepted. 


2.  Report  on  petition  of  Charles  A.  O'Dowd 
(referred  December  7,  1936)  to  be  reimbursed 
for  amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him 
on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  motor 
apparatus  belonging  to  Fire  Department — 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  order, 
viz. : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  six  hundred 
twenty-two  dollars  and  eighty  cents  ($622.80) 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  Charles  A.  O'Dowd 
in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  judgment 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  motor  apparatus  belonging  to  the 
Fire  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  Reserve  Fund. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  passed. 


TRANSFERS    OF    FUNDS    SINCE 
DECEMBER  15,  1936. 

Coun.    MELLEN    offered   the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditing  Department 
furnish  the  City  Council,  within  one  week 
from  the  passage  of  this  order,  a  complete 
list  of  all  transfers  of  funds  which  have  been 
made  between  departments  and  within  de- 
partmental   items,   since    December    15,    1936. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President.  I  am  in- 
terested in  this  order  because  I  think  it  will 
be  very  interesting  and  somewhat  enlightening 
Id  see  the  transfers  that  have  gone  through 
without  the  approval  of  the  City  Council  since 
December  15. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


PATRONAGE    ACTIVITIES    OF    ELECTION 
COMMISSIONER. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Finance  Commission  be 
requested  to  investigate  the  financial  drain  on 
the  City  of  Boston  because  of  the  time  spent 
and  the  attention  given  to  patronage  activities 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Election  Commission 
which  time  and  attention  should  be  devoted 
exclusively  to  his  duties  as  chairman  of  the 
Election    Commission. 

Referred    to   the    Executive    Committee   when 
appointed. 


REMOVAL    OF    CITY    CONSTABLES. 

Coun.    MELLEN    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  re- 
quest his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  show  cause  for 
the  removal  of  Thomas  L.  Gallagher  and  Ed- 
ward  J.    Potter,    formerly    city    constables. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— The  order  will  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  when 
appointed. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  I  have  In- 
troduced this  order  with  no  hope  of  having  the 
Mayor  explain  why  he  did  this,  although  it 
is  self-evident.  Two  young  men  upon  whom 
depend  two  to  eight  people  apiece  for  their 
living  have  been  put  on  the  street  merely 
because,  exercising  my  right  as  a  member  of 
the  City  Council,  I  voted  as  I  saw  fit.  If 
that  is  the  way  he  wants  to  attack  me,  let  it 
stand    in    that    way. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  possibly  I 
should  mind  my  own  business  on  this  particu- 
lar subject,  but  I  do  wish  to  rise  and  point 
out  the  fact  that  various  members  of  the 
Council  during  1936  protested  strongly  against 
the  appointment  of  seventy-odd  so-called  city 
constables,  so  appointed  in  order  to  get  around 
civil  service  clerical  rules.  There  were  some- 
thing like  twice  as  many  of  these  appointees 
to  patronage  jobs  put  in  by  the  present  Mayor 
as  by  former  Mayor  Curley,  and  I  cannot 
resist  the  comment  that  the  firing  of  three 
or  four  dozen  of  these  constables  merely  be- 
cause of  the  apparent  failure  of  their  patrons 
to  vote  just  as  the  Mayor  wished  is  certainly 
another  certification  of  the  correctness  of  the 
charges  made  when  the  seventy-one  were  ap- 
pointed.    I    certainly    trust,    in    line   with    the 
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Mayor's  inauguration  speech,  if  we  can  call 
it  that,  wherein  he  expresses  his  desire  for 
economy  where  it  can  properly  be  effected, 
that  there  shall  not  be  this  year  the  appoint- 
ment of  seventy  or  eighty  constables  in  viola- 
tion of  the  true  spirit  of  the  civil  service  law. 
The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee    when    appointed. 


BOSTON  RECIPIENTS  OF  CHARITY. 

Coun.    MELLEN  offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  Mayor  Frederick  W.  Mans- 
field be  requested  by  the  City  Council  to  show 
cause  and  give  reason  why  he  is  aligned  and 
unjustly  prejudiced  against  the  unfortunate 
recipients   of  charity  in   the  City  of   Boston. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— The  Chair  will 
rule   the   order   out  of   order. 

Coun.  MELiLEN— Mr.  Chairman,  I  ask 
unamimous    consent   to    make   a   statement. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — If  there  is  no  ob- 
jection,   the   gentleman   may   proceed. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  Chairman,  a  few 
weeks  ago  the  officers  of  the  Welfare  League 
of  Boston,  previously  known  as  the  Welfare 
Recipients'  League,  asked  me  what  had  be- 
came of  the  orders  I  introduced  in  regard  to 
their  condition.  One  of  the  orders  called  for 
their  being  entitled  to  the  maximum  relief 
with  four  days  instead  of  five  days'  work  in 
the  week.  That  order  is  still  on  the  Mayor's 
desk.  The  other  order  asked  that  they  should 
receive  a  $5  grocery  order  this  past  Christmas, 
and  that  order  is  also  on  the  Mayor's  desk. 
They  have  since  sent  me  an  open  letter,  which 
I  will  read  for  the  purposes  of  incorporation 
in  the  record.  (Coun.  Mellen  here  read  the 
letter  referred  to,  which  was  subsequently 
excluded   from   the   minutes.) 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  inasmuch  as 
the  order  introduced  by  the  councilor  was 
ruled  out  of  order  by  the  Chair,  I  move  that 
this  communication  be  not  allowed  to  be 
printed    in    the    records. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  hope  Councilor  Agnew's  motion  pre- 
vails. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — The  order  has 
been  ruled  out,  and  Councilor  Agnew  moves 
that  the  letter  read  a  moment  ago  by  Coun- 
cilor  Mellen    be   expunged   from   the  records. 

Coun.  Agnew's  motion  was  carried. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  did  not  object  to  the  remarks  made 
by  the  councilor  from  Charlestown,  but  I  do 
want  to  say  emphatically  that  any  statement 
made  by  any  committee  or  anybody  to  the 
effect  that  Mayor  Mansfield  was  responsible 
for  anything  such  as  he  is  charged  with  here 
today  is  a  deliberate  falshood.  I  want  to  say 
in  fairness  to  Mayor  Mansfield  that  when  he 
went  to  Europe  and  left  the  affairs  of  his 
office  in  my  hands  he  made  no  reservation 
whatever.  He  left  the  city  in  the  hands  of 
the  Acting  Mayor  to  meet  every  situation  that 
came  up.  No  such  statements  were  made 
and  no  such  action  as  has  been  referred  to 
here  was  taken.  The  matter  was  referred 
to  the  Public  Welfare  Board.  The  Mayor  was 
entirely  innocent  and  knew  nothing  more  than 
I  did  about  the  whole  affair.  I  think  it  is 
extremely  unfair  that  any  such  statement 
should  be  made  here,  and  that  the  Mayor 
should  be  held  responsible.  I  know,  too,  that 
I  never  said  anything  of  the  kind.  These 
men  were  asked,  first,  where  they  lived,  if  they 
were  citizens  and  who  they  were.  I  asked 
one  of  the  parties  why  he  was  on  welfare, 
why  he  was  not  on  W.  P.  A.  He  said  he 
was  not  interested  in  W.  P.  A.,  that  he 
wanted  to  be  employed  under  city  welfare. 
He  said  he  lived  on  Concord  street,  and  I 
think,  although  I  have  forgotten  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, that  that  was  looked  up  and  he 
could  not  be  found.  But  the  Mayor  knew 
nothing  about  it,  and  I  think  it  is  extremely 
unfair  that  he  should  be  attacked  this  way 
when  he  was  far  distant  and  knew  nothing 
whatever  about  the  matter,  anyway.  I  cer- 
tainly  think   it   is   unfair   and   unjust. 


IGoun.  MELiLEN — Mr.  President,  in  answer 
to  the  last  speaker  I  would  like  to  say  just 
a  word. 

Chaiirmain  GALLAGHER — The  councilor  can 
speak   with    umoriimous    consent. 

Couin.  MELLEN — Mir..  President,  if  what  the 
last  speaker  has  said  is  true  I  cannot  see  how 
he  has  any  valid  objection  to  incorporating 
the  entire  letter  that  I  have  here  from  the 
Welfare  League  in  our  irecord,  so  that  it  may 
be  a  matter  of  official  record  in  case  of  future 
dispute.  This  letter  says  that  "Acting  Mayor 
Fitzgerald  informed  the  representative  of  this 
League  that  'this  ruling  was  drafted  at  the 
imstiEation.  of  Mayor  Frederick  W.  Mansfield 
wliith  the  express  intention  that  the  ruling 
should  be  put  ilnto  effect  by  the  Welfare  au- 
thorities while  the  Mayor  was  'dm  Europe.'  "  I 
think,  in  all  fairness  to  the  Welfare  League, 
that  that  statement,  at  least,  should  go  into 
the  records   of  the  City  Council. 


WEST  ROXBURY  ELEVATED  SERVICE. 

Coun.    FINLEY   offered   the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  ;  Railway  Company  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  extend  the 
service  mow  given  on  the  Weld  street,  West 
iRoxbury,  bus  line  so  as  to  include  Pomfret 
street,  Corey  street,  Centre  street,  and  Maple 
street  to  Weld  street. 

Coun.  FINLEY — Mr.  President,  the  Boston 
Elevated  is  now  (rendering  a  very  fine  service 
to  the  residents  of  the  West  Roxbury  section 
by  installing  the  bus  line  on  Weld  sltreet.  I 
suggest,  through  this  order,  that  the  lime  be 
extended  t)o  cover  the  other  streets  I  have  re- 
ferred to — Pomfirelt  street,  Cloo-ey  street,  Centre 
street  and  Maple  street  to  Weld  street,  because 
I  believe  such  an  extension  of  the  service 
will  be  of  material  benefit  to  the  merchants 
and  the  public  in   West  Roxbury. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule. 


CORRECTION   OF   LIEN   ACT. 
Coum.   WILSON  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That,  in  view  of  the  advices  of  the 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works  contained  in 
the  City  Council  Minutes  of  December  2S, 
1936,  the  Corporation  'Counsel  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  'Mayor,  to  alt  once 
draft  and  file  such  forim  of  proposed  legisla- 
tion as  shall  correct  the  present  lien  act  ac- 
cepted by  the  City  Council  on  September 
11,    1923. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  of  course  it 
becomes  periodically  necessary  for  the  City 
Collector  to  make  drives  for  the  collection 
of  unpaid  water  bills,  which,  because  of  the 
shut-off  provision!,  when  utilized,  throws  all 
the  'resulting  suffering  from  failure  to  pay 
the  bills  om  the  tenanlt  and  not  on  the  owner 
of  the  property.  During  the  past  ten  years  or 
more  members  of  the  Council,  including  my- 
self, have  urged  that  the  City  Collector  and 
the  cilty  authorities,  instead  of  punishing  the 
poor  unfortunate  tenant  by  shutting  off  his 
water  because  some  simort  landlord  does  not 
pay  his  water  bill  year  after  year,  get  after 
the  owner  or  the  landlord.  So  in  this  order 
I  request  the  Corporation  Counsel,  through 
the  Mayor,  to-  draft  and  file  some  such  form  of 
proposed  legislaltibm  as  shall  correct  the  present 
lien  act  accepted  by  the  City  Council  in  1923. 
The  difficulties  now  arising  in  connection  with 
the  collection  of  unpaid  water  rates  under 
the  lien  act  are  Belt  forth  by  Commissioner 
Carven  in  a  message  which  appears  on  page 
403  of  the  City  Council  Minutes,  and  unless 
there  is'  some  change  made  in  the  provisions 
of  the  act  as  it  mow  stands,  the  present 
system  of  dealing  with  unpaid  'water  rates  will 
go  an  for  the  next  twelve  months.  I  believe 
the  true  intent  of  the  act  should  be  carried 
out,   as   evidently   is    not   now   the   case,    and. 
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with  the  new  Legislature  coming  in,  this 
seems  to  be  the  opportune  time  to  introduce 
a  bill  which  wiBl  clean  up  the  lien  statute 
and  make  it  easy  for  the  City  of  Boston  in 
other  years  to  enforce  the  lien  on  the  property 
if  the  waiter  bills  are  not  paid,  so  that  no 
city  official  may  find  it  necessary  to  shut  off 
the  water  from  the  tenants. 

The  order  was   passed   under  suspension   of 
the  rule. 


1937    POLICE   LISTING. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Pdliice  Clommdssioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor, — on  all  requests  from  the  Election 
Department  for  a  check-up  of  police  listings 
for  the  registration  of  voters, — to  instruct 
all  police  officers  personally  to  verify  in  each 
case  the  alleged  residence  as  of  January  1, 
1937,  and  to  require  the  alleged  resident  to 
certify  as  to  residence,  over  his  own  signature, 
in  the  presence  of  a  police  officer. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  in  order  that 
what  I  mean  by  that  order  be  clear,  I  will 
state  that  it  is  a  distinct  disappointment  to 
me  to  see  the  current  police  listing  which 
starts  this  week  being  carried  out  apparently 
in  about  the  same  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  carried  out  in  past  years.  Those  of  us 
interested  in  a  clean  voting  list  of  course 
feel  that  the  place  to  start  is  with  the  police 
list,  and  we  had  hoped  that  this  year  the 
annual  police  listing  might  be  made  in  a 
better  and  more  efficient  way.  I  appreciate 
the  fact  that  we  have  had  some  recent  changes 
in  the  high  personnel  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment, and  that  it  would  be  quite  natural  for 
the  department  to  proceed  in  the  way  in  which 
it  has  proceeded  in  the  past.  It  is  not  too 
late,  however,  to  make  an  improvement  in  the 
police  listing.  We  have  seen  in  the  news- 
papers the  form  of  card  which  it  is  proposed 
to  use  this  year  for  the  purpose  of  the  police 
listing  at  each  dwelling,  a  card  on  which  some- 
body into  whose  possession  it  comes  will  in 
his  own  handwriting  write  the  names  of  the 
pesons  whom  he  says  slept  there  on  the  night 
of  January  1,  1937.  I  do  hope  that  at  least  as 
one  step  in  the  right  direction  they  will  re- 
quire each  person  whose  name  is  on  the  card 
picked  up  by  the  police  officer  to  sign  his 
own  name,  because  I  think  the  present  sys- 
tem of  allowing  anybody  to  file  a  list  of  names 
of  those  sleeping  in  the  house  on  the  night 
of  January  1  is  a  farce,  in  proper  govern- 
ment of  the  city,  when  it  comes  to  allowing 
such  haphazard  registration  for  purposes  of 
suffrage  as  against  persons  who  really  live 
at  certain  places  and  who  are  really  entitled 
to  vote  from  those  places.  Therefore,  I  have 
suggested  a  check-up  through  the  police  list- 
ing for  registration,   instructing  police  officers 


personally  to  verify  the  alleged  residence  as 
of  January  1  and  requiring  the  alleged  resident 
to  certify  his  residence  over  his  own  signature, 
in  the  presence  of  the  officer.  Proper  time  is 
allowed,  of  course,  under  the  law,  to  do  this. 
The  suggestion  is  not  a  reform  measure.  There 
is  nothing  novel  or  original  about  it.  I  have 
no  pride  of  authorship.  I  understand  that 
the  system  prevails  in  Chicago,  bad  as  it  is 
in  more  ways  than  one, — that  the  signatures 
of  those  who  are  police  listed  are  recorded, 
and  on  the  voting  day,  I  am  informed,  the 
signature  of  each  prospective  voter  is  avail- 
able at  the  voting  booth,  to  be  duplicated 
by  the  voter  before  he  casts  his  ballot.  So 
apparently  even  a  city  of  the  type  of  Chicago 
takes  this  precaution.  Now,  the  season  why 
I  have  introduced  the  order  at  this  time  is 
this.  I  understand  that  the  police  are  now 
taking  the  police  listing,  as  usual,  and  feel 
that  it  would  be  well  for  them  to  observe 
this  additional  proper  precaution.  They  are 
not  required  to  finish  this  thing  right  up  in 
a  few  days.  I  hope  the  captains  will  notify 
them  that  under  the  statute,  twenty  days  are 
allowed,  that  they  do  not  have  to  try  to  make 
the  record  within  three  or  four  days,  and  that 
even  an  additional  time  is  allowed,  if  neces- 
sary. We  can  all  appreciate  the  situation  at 
present.  In  Division  9,  for  instance,  where 
1  am  informed  that  there  over  100,000  names 
listed,  while  an  officer  may  try  to  make  a 
good  record  and  get  his  report  in  quickly  to 
headquarters,  it  must  be  evident  to  the  Po- 
lice Commissioner  that  it  is  not  physically 
possible  to  list  100,000  names  in  three  or  four 
days.  The  Police  Department  should  take  the 
full  twenty  days  allowed  by  the  law  and,  if 
necessary,  the  additional  ten  days  that  are 
permitted  under  the  law.  Of  course,  I  have 
in  mind  all  the  time  the  usual  procedure 
whereby  after  the  start  of  the  year  the  old 
crew  of  floating  voters  in  this  city  come  into 
the  Election  Department  to  register,  giving 
new  addresses,  and  the  Election  Department 
sends  to  the  division  station  for  an  O.  K.  on 
the  police  listing.  Therefore,  it  becomes  im- 
portant that  there  should  be  some  more  ac- 
curate way  of  dealing  with  the  matter.  I  re- 
alize that  the  new  commissioner  has  been 
handicapped  in  starting  on  a  matter  like  this 
right  off,  but  I  do  urge  that  he  see  that  the 
officers  going  around  do  get  this  additional 
check-up,  so  that  when  the  Election  Depart- 
ment wishes  a  verification  as  to  the  men  or 
women  on  the  list  there  may  be  more  validity 
to  the  police  list  than  there  is  at  the  present 
time.  That  will  be  the  case  if  the  precautions 
urged    in    this    particular   order   are   taken. 

The  order   was    passed   under   suspension   of 
the  rule. 


Adjourned  at  4.03  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
DOWD,  to  meet  on  Monday,  January  11,  1937, 
at  2  p.  m. 


CITY     OP     BOSTON     PRINTING     DEPARTMENT 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  January  11,  1937. 
Regular  meeting   of   the   City   Council   in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
FITZGERALD     in     the    chair.     Absent,     Coun. 
Gleason,  Kilroy,  Peter  A.  Murray  and  Shattuck. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  viz.: 

Weighers  of  Coal:  Zelma  Stoler,  41  Wolcott 
street,  Dorchester,  Mass.;  James  L.  Maher,  10 
Welton  road,  West  Roxbury,  Mass.;  Walter  John- 
son, 84  Redlands  road,  West  Roxbury,  Mass.;  Roy 
Francis  Forrest,  401  Meridian  street,  East  Boston, 
Mass. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


TRAFFIC    LIGHTS,    BLUE    HILL    AVENUE 
AND   SEAVER   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  8,  19'37. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — -I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  December  28,  1936,  concerning  the 
rearrangement  of  the  lighting  system  at  the  inter- 
section of  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Seaver  street, 
Ward  14. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  January  7,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  re- 
ceipt ;of  Council  order  dated  December  28,  1936, 
which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  re- 
arrange the  lighting  system  at  the  intersection  of 
Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Seaver  street,  Ward  14,  so 
as  to  provide  pedestrian  signal  lights  for  the  pro- 
tection and  safety  of  those  persons  who ^  have 
occasion  to  cross  this  dangerous  intersection." 

This  signal  was  placed  in  operation  on  February 
4,  1932.  At  the  request  of  Councilor  Ruby  an 
exclusive  pedestrian  period  was  added  to  the 
operation  of  this  signal  on  April  27,  1932. 

The  resultant  congestion  was  immediately  ap- 
parent and  was  so  serious  that  on  May  11,  1932, 


the  pedestrian  period  was  deleted  and  a  new 
mechanism  installed,  which  provides  three  dis- 
tinct periods  for  vehicular  traffic,  thus  separating 
the  dangerous  conflicting  movements. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  engineers  of  this  com- 
mission that  the  present  method  of  operating  the 
signal  is  the  most  satisfactory,  and  provides  a 
greater  degree  of  safety  to  pedestrians  than  an 
exclusive  red  and  yellow  indication,  with  its 
attendant  congestion,  would  afford. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


LOAN  FOR  SEWERAGE   WORKS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  8,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner, in  which  he  requests  that  a  loan  in  the 
amount  of  $800,000  be  authorized  within  the  bor- 
rowing power  of  the  city  for  1937,  for  sewerage 
works.  Of  this  amount,  roughly  $490,000  will  be 
used  in  connection  with  W.  P.  A.  projects  involv- 
ing a  contribution  by  the  Federal  Government  for 
labor  and  materials  in  the  amount  of  $1,660,000, 
and  the  balance  of  the  proposed  loan,  roughly 
$310,000,  will  be  used  in  the  construction  of  pro- 
posed sewerage  works  in  various  sections  of  the 
city.  The  complete  details  of  the  entire  program 
are  to  be  found  in  the  letter  of  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  44 
of  the  General  Laws,  it  is  now  necessary  for  the 
city,  in  connection  with  the  authorization  of  any 
loan,  to  provide  for  an  appropriation  equivalent 
to  10  cents  on  the  valuation  of  the  city  for  the 
previous  year.  Accordingly  I  submit  herewith  an 
appropriation  order  in  the  amount  of  $162,026.50. 

I  respectfully  recommend  immediate  considera- 
tion and  adoption  of  the  accompanying  orders. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

January  8,  1937. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

At  the  present  time  the  unencumbered  balance  in 
the  Sewerage  Works  appropriation  available  for  the 
use  of  the  Public  Works  Department  is  approxi- 
mately $23,000. 

Funds  are  necessary  for  the  program  of  the 
department  which  must  be  carried  on  during  the 
current  year.  I  therefore  respectfully  recommend 
that  a  loan  appropriation  of  $800,000  be  made 
available  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  426  of  the 
Acts  of  1897  as  amended  by  chapter  204  of  the  Acts 
of  1908  and  by  chapter  178  of  the  Acts  of  1930.  All 
sewer  construction  in  this  city  must  be  charged  to 
the  loan  made  available  under  these  acts. 

The  program  for  the  year's  work,  as  prepared  by 
this  department,  is  as  follows: 


For  the  W.  P.  A.  Program. 

To  complete  W.  P.  A.  sewerage  works  now  in  progress $85,000  00 

New  W.  P.  A.  Project  blanket  (pending) •  •  •  .Jj°'<j00  00 

Proposed  W.  P.  A.  sewerage  works  (highway  list) 248.U00  0U 


$489,600  00 


Proposed  Sewerage  Works  to  be  Constructed  Entirely  from  City  Funds.  - 

Calf  Pasture  and  Union  Park  street  pumping  stations  and  Moon  Island  plant 'on'nliA  nn 

Iron  and  bronze  castings,  manhole  and  catch-basins  in  frames,  grates,  fittings,  etc 30,000  00 

Proposed    sewerage    works    in    City    Proper,    Roxbury,    Dorchester,    Hyde    Park,    West         .,„„„„„„ 

Roxbury,  Brighton •  •  ■  •         141,900  00 

Miscellaneous  proposed  sewerage  works  for  petitions,  relaying  broken  and  stopped  sewers,  new 
catch-basins  and  catch-basin  drains,  new  manholes,  new  tide  gates,  etc.,  in  various  districts 
of  the  city •  ■  ■  •         100,000  00 


$800,000  00 
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It  will  be  noted  that  the  cost  to  the  city  for 
sewerage  works  in  connection  with  the  W.  P.  A. 
program  is  estimated  at  8489,600.  In  connection 
with  this  work  it  is  estimated  that  the  Federal 
Government  will  spend  from  W.  P.  A.  funds  for 
labor  relief  and  materials  the  sum  of  $1,659,431. 
Yours  respectfully, 

E.  M.  Richardson, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section 
one  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  of 
the  Acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty  and  section 
five  of  chapter  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  of  the 
Acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-six  the  sum 
of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($600,000)  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  for  the  construction  of  sewerage  works, 
and  that  the  City  Treasurer  may  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  upon  approval  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section 
five  of  chapter  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  of  the 
Acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-six  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  sixty-two.  thousand,  twenty-six 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  ($162,026.50)  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
for  the  construction  of  sewerage  works,  said  amount 
to  be  raised  by  taxation  on  the  polls  and  estates 
in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Edward  C.  Day,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  car. 

William  F.  J.  Doherty,  for  cpmpensation  for 
accident  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  898  Sara- 
toga street. 

Domenico  Gentile,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  53  Chelsea  street,  caused  by  de- 
fective water  pipes. 

Harry  Glickman,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Hattie  V.  Goodwin,  to  be  paid  for  expenses  in- 
curred in  cleaning  drain  pipes  at  39  Humphreys 
street,  Dorchester. 

Frank  Kaufman,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

F.  Milontaler,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Blue  Hill  avenue 
and  Georgia  street. 

Rabinovitz  Creamery,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

Scacehetti  &  Siegel,  for  refund  on  building 
permit. 

William  R.  Spinney,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  car. 

John  J.  Ward,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  fire  engine. 

Mrs.  Charles  D.  Hurley,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
damage  to  coat  by  catching  same  on  city  truck 
No.  B598. 

Thomas  W.  Reed  Company,  for  refund  on 
refuse  tickets. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Ruth  M.  McShane  for  children  under 
fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at  Municipal  Build- 
ing, South  Boston,  February  5. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  JOHN  T.  McMORROW. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  appointment  by 
the  Mayor  of  John  T.  McMorrow  of  25  Athelwold 
street,  Boston,  as  member  of  Board  of  Examiners 
for  term  ending  April  30,  1938. 

Placed  on  file. 


SEWER   DEPARTMENT   CONTRACTS. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston,  January  11,  1937. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — On     December     7,     1936,     your 
Honorable  Body  adopted  the  following  order: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Finance  Commission 
be  requested  to  furnish  the  Council  with  informa- 


tion relative  to  the  matter  of  the  awarding  of 
Sewer  Department  contracts  under  $1,000  during 
the  past  year." 

The   Finance   Commission   incloses   herewith   a 
copy  of  a  report  made  to  the  Mayor  on  the  subject 
referred  to,  as  its  reply  to  your  order. 
Yours  very  truly, 
Robert  E.  Cxjnniff,  Secretary. 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  January  5,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Honorable  Sir, — -On  April  7,  1936,  the  Finance 
Commission  made  public  protest  to  you  against 
further  continuance  of  the  policy  of  the  adminis- 
trators of  the  Public  Works  Department  to  "split 
contracts."  The  commission  pointed  out  that 
w;ork  costing  many  thousands  of  dollars  had  been 
given  out  to  a  small  group  of  favored  contractors 
without  public  advertisement  for  bids  and  without 
competition. 

The  commission  stated  in  it-B  report  in  reference 
to  the  award  of  public  works  contracts  under  these 
circumstances  "that  it  has  become  a  public 
scandal."  The  denial  of  the  commission's  charges 
by  the  Public  Works  Department  officials  who 
were  accused  in  the  Finance  Commission  report 
was  accepted  by  you  and  given  publicity  at  the 
time.  Now  that  you  are  making  a  change  in  the 
position  of  Public  Works  Commissioner,  the 
Finance  Commission  believes  it  is  opportune  to 
bring  to  your  attention  evidence  that  the  practices 
complained  of  in  April  have  continued  to  the 
present  time. 

This  evidence  is  the  record  of  more  than  $100,000 
worth  of  work  given  out  by  the  Sewer  Service  to 
one  contractor.  The  figures  have  been  taken  from 
the  official  records  of  the  auditor's  office  and 
checked  with  the  records  in  the  Sewer  Service. 
Further  evidence  is  the  testimony  given  under 
oath  before  the  Finance  Commission  by  the  head 
of  the  Sewer  Service,  Mr.  George  W.  Dakin. 

This  official  has  informed  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion that  he  was  instructed  by  his  superior,  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner,  to  arrange  the  order- 
ing of  work  in  such  a  manner  as  to  avoid  the 
necessity  of  advertising  for  bids.  Mr.  Dakin 
further  informed  the  Finance  Commission  that 
he  was  instructed  to  give  all  such  work  to  a  particu- 
lar bidder,  M.  H.  Loonie. 

The  charter  requires  public  advertisement  for 
bids  when  the  contract  is  to  amount  to  $1,000  or 
over.  The  auditor's  records  are  proof  that  Mr. 
Dakin  carried  out  his  instructions.  According  to 
his  testimony  before  the  Finance  Commission,  he 
did  so  under  repeated  protest  to  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner. 

Between  January  1  and  November  15,  M.  H. 
Loonie  was  given  187  separate  orders  for  work  by 
the  Sewer  Service.  Not  one  of  187  was  awarded 
as  the  result  of  competition  in  bidding,  public  or 
otherwise.  The  sum  of  the  amount  already  paid 
on  these  orders  and  the  amount  still  due  totals 
$106,147.82. 

Examination  of  the  instructions  contained  in 
the  orders  revealed  a  deliberate  effort  to  split  up 
into  several  orders  each  being  under  $1,000  jobs 
that  would  often  amount  to  several  thousand 
dollars  each,  if  given  out  as  the  charter  requires. 

In  some  cases  work  on  one  street,  sometimes  at 
almost  the  same  spot,  was  split  into  two  or  more 
orders.  Sometimes  a  half  dozen  or  more  orders 
were  given  out  within  twenty-four  to  seventy-two 
hours  for  work  on  the  same  street  or  in  one  sector. 
Often  this  work  had  been  long  planned  by  the 
Sewer  Service.  Often,  however,  the  work  involved 
was  determined,  as  far  as  Mr.  Dakin  and  the 
Sewer  Service  knew,  by  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner on  information  not  obtained  from  the 
Sewer  Service. 

In  40  of  the  1S7  instances  of  separate  orders 
given  to  the  Loonie  firm,  the  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  the  work  to  be  performed  under  each  order 
was  just  below  $1,000.  In  the  majority  of  these 
forty  cases  and  in  many  instances  where  the 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  work  described  was  of 
smaller  amount,  the  actual  work  done  on  each 
was  but  a  part  of  the  whole  job  contemplated. 

The  commission  has  prepared  a  list  of  cases  as 
illustrations  of  the  practices  followed.  In  every 
case,  according  to  the  head  of  the  Sewer  Service, 
the  work  paid  for  came  under  the  classification  of 
split   contracts.     The   commission   also  discussed 
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with  Mr.  Dakin  the  whole  list  of  187  Loonie  eases. 
Mr.  Dakin  stated  that  a  large  percentage  of  the 
work  should  have  been  done  under  advertised 
contracts;  that  a  very  small  per  cent  of  it  should 
necessarily  have  been  done  on  unadvertised 
orders,  as  it  was  of  an  emergency  nature;  that 
he  and  his  department  are  not  responsible  for 
doing  this  work  under  the  present  method,  namely, 
splitting  up  the  jobs  so  that  the  amount  involved 
wiU  be  less  than  $1,000;  that  frequently  he  has 
visited  the  commissioner  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
but  has  never  been  able  to  get  authority  to  group 
the  work  and  advertise  it. 

Mr.  Dakin  has  in  his  possession  individual 
orders  signed  by  the  commissioner  instructing  him 
to  give  to  a  mentioned  contractor  certain  work. 
He  said  he  has  no  alternative  but  to  follow  the 
orders  of  the  commissioner.  On  certain  occasions 
when    he    has   received    orders    from    the    Public 


Works  Commissioner  to  split  work  on  the  same 
locus,  he  said  he  has  visited  the  office  of  the  com- 
missioner to  make  protest,  but  on  each  occasion 
was  instructed  to  follow  the  original  orders. 

The  commission  offers  as  an  addenda  a  number 
of  cases  as  typical  of  the  practices  followed. 

The  commission  recommends  that  the  new 
Public  Works  Commissioner  be  instructed  by  you 
to  end  the  deliberate  evasion  of  the  charter  re- 
quirements in  regard  to  contract  awards  that  has 
been  practised  in  the  Public  Works  Department 
during  the  past  three  years. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  Mark  Sullivan,  Chairman, 
Philip  A.  Chapman, 
Robert  Robinson, 
James  E.  Maguire, 
Joseph  A.  Scolponeti, 

The  Finance  Commission. 


Addenda. 


(Accompanying  report  to  the  Mayor  regarding  policy  of  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  to  split  contracts 
in  such  a  way  as  to  make  it  possible  to  award  them  without  advertising.) 

Main  and  Salem  Streets,  Charlestown. 

On  May  27  an  order  was  issued  for  excavating  a  test  pit  at  Main  and  Salem  streets  estimated  to  cost 
$100,  the  actual  payment  being  $93.10. 

The  next  day,  May  28,  an  order  was  issued  for  building  one  catch-basin  on  Salem  street,  Charlestown, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $400.     The  actual  cost  was  $268.29. 

On  the  next  day,  May  29,  an  order  was  issued  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  sewer  at  Main  and  Salem  streets 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $850,  the  actual  cost  being  $712.26. 

On  June  2  another  order  was  issued  for  the  building  of  a  manhole  at  Main  and  Salem  streets  estimated 
at  $145,  the  actual  cost  being  $143.55. 

The  department's  estimate  amounted  to  $1,495  and  the  actual  cost  was  $1,217.20. 


Esti- 
mated 
Price. 

Actual 
Payment. 

May  27 

No.  338 
No.  342 
No.  344 
No.  348 

Test  pit, 

1  catch-basin. . . 
Rebuild  sewer. . 
1  manhole 

$100 
400 
850 
145 

$93   10 

May  28 

268  29 

May  29 

Main  and  Salem  streets 

712  26 
143  55 

$1,495 

$1,217  20 

Columbia  Road  and  Hamilton  Street,  Dorchester. 

On  August  29  an  order  was  issued  for  building  three  catch-basins  at  Columbia  road  and  Hamilton  street 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $990  and  an  actual  cost  of  $966.24. 

On  September  11  another  order  was  issued  for  the  construction  of  two  catch-basins  at  Columbia  road 
and  Hamilton  street  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $950  and  an  actual  cost  of  $985.74. 

The  department's  estimate  was  $1,940  and  the  actual  cost  $1,951.98. 


Esti- 
mated 
Price. 


Actual 
Payment. 


August        29 
September  11 

No.  841 
No.  671 

Columbia  road  and  Hamilton  street 

Columbia  road  and  Hamilton  street 

3  catch-basins. . 
2  catch-basins. . 

$990 
950 

$966  24 
985  74 

$1,940 

$1,951   98 

O'Connell  Road,  Dorchester. 

On  September  17  an  order  was  issued  for  the  construction  of  a  manhole  on  Washington  street  at  O'Connell 
road  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $990  and  an  actual  cost  of  $980.10. 

On  the  same  day  an  order  was  issued  for  the  construction  of  two  catch-basins  at  O'Connell  road  and 
Valley  road  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $900  and  an  actual  cost  of  $669.19. 

On  September  24  an  order  was  issued  for  the  construction  of  one  manhole  on  O'Connell  road  near  Wash- 
ington street  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $990  and  an  actual  cost  of  $980.10. 

The  department's  estimate  amounted  to  $2,880  and  the  actual  cost  was  $2,629.39. 

It  will  be  noted  in  this  case  that  two  orders,  were  issued  on  the  same  day  amounting  to  $1,800  in  the 
aggregate. 


Esti- 
mated 
Price. 

Actual 
Payment. 

September  17 
September  17 

No.  700 
No.  701 
No.  731 

Washington  street  and  O'Connell  road. .  . . 

1  manhole 

2  catch-basins . . 
1  manhole 

$990 
900 
990 

$980   10 
669   19 

September  24 

O'Connell  road,  near  Washington  street .  .  . 

980   10 

$2,880 

$2,629  39 
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Pope's  Hill  Street,  Dorchester. 

On  March  26  an  order  was  issued  for  the  construction  of  two  catch-basins  on  Pope's  Hill  street,  Dor- 
chester, at  an  estimated  cost  of  $350  and  an  actual  cost  of  $687.61 

On  July  8  an  order  was  issued  for  the  construction  of  one  catch-basin  on  Pope's  Hill  street  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $400  and  an  actual  cost  of  $444.51. 

The  department's  estimate  amounted  to  $750  and  the  actual  cost  was  $1,132.12. 


Esti- 
mated 
Price. 

Actual 
Pay- 
ment. 

March  26 
July         8 

No.  150 
No.  458 

Pope's  Hill  street 

2  catch-basins. . 
1  catch-basin... 

$350 
400 

$687  61 
444  51 

$750 

S1.132  12 

Penryth  Street,  at  Columbus  Avenue,  Roxbury. 

On  September  22  an  order  was  issued  for  the  construction  of  two  manholes  on  Columbus  avenue,  at 
Penryth  street,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $700  and  an  actual  cost  of  $506.53. 

Three  days  later,  on  September  25,  an  order  was  issued  for  the  construction  of  two  catch-basins  on 
Penryth  street,  near  Columbus  avenue,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $900  and  an  actual  cost  of  $712.30. 

The  department's  estimate  amounted  to  $1,600  and  the  actual  cost  was  SI, 2 18.83. 


Esti- 
mated 
Price. 


Actual 
Pay- 
ment. 


September  22 
September  25 


No.  723 
No.  736 


Columbus  avenue,  at  Penryth  street. .  . 
Penryth  street,  near  Columbus  avenue. . 


2  manholes.  .  . 
2  catch  basins, 


1700 

900 


$1,600 


$506  53 
712  30 


$1,218  83 


Fremont  Street,  Dorchester. 

This  street  is  being  built  and  paved  by  the  city  at  the  present  time  and  the  necessary  sewerage  work 
is  always  performed  before  the  paving  work  commences. 

On  September  29  an  order  was  issued  for  the  construction  of  two  catch-basins  and  one  manhole  on 
Fremont  street,  Dorchester,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $950,  and  an  actual  cost  of  $764.53. 

An  order  was  issued  to  the  same  contractor  on  October  8  for  the  construction  of  one  catch-basin  on 
Fremont  street  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $500  and  an  actual  cost  of  $672.11. 

On  October  22  another  order  was  issued  to  a  different  contractor  for  (lie  construction  of  one  catch- 
basin  on  Fremont,  street,  at  Fremont  place,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $400. 

By  grouping  the  first  two  orders  the  department's  estimate  amounted  to  (1,450  and  the  actual  cost 
was  $1,436.64;  by  grouping  the  three  orders  the  department's  estimate  would  nave  been  $1,850  and  the 
actual  cost  correspondingly  increased. 


Esti- 
mated 
Price. 


Actual 
Pay. 
ment. 


September  29 

October         8 
October      22 


No. 

758 

No. 

791 

No. 

840 

Fremont  street 

Fremont  street 
Fremont  street 


(2  catch-basins, 
\l  manhole.  ...  J 

1  catch-basin. . . 
1  catch-basin.. . 


$950 


500 
400 


$1,850 


S764  53 

672   11 

unpaid 


Sycamore  Street,  West  Roxbury. 

On  August  7  an  order  was  issued  to  J.  F.  O'Connell  Company  for  constructing  one  catch-basin  at  Syca- 
more street  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $465,  the  actual  cost  being  $223.74. 

Five  days  later,  on  August  12,  an  order  was  issued  to  the  Roxbury  Concrete  Construction  Company  for 
constructing  one  catch-basin  on  Sycamore  street  at  an  estimated  cost  of  S700  and  an  actual  cost  of  $271.26. 

Again,  on  November  4,  an  order  was  issued  to  Daniel  Clifford  for  the  construction  of  one  catch-basin  on 
Sycamore  street  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $500.     The  actual  cost  was  $219.78. 

The  department's  estimate  amounted  to  $1,665  and  the  actual  cost  was  only  $714.78. 


Esti- 
mated 
Price. 

Actual 
Payment. 

August         7 

No.  564 
No.  583 

No.  876 

1   catch-basin . . 
1   catch-basin .  . 
1   catch-basin.  . 

$465 
700 
500 

$223  74 

August        12 

271  26 

November    4 

Sycamore  street 

219  78 

$1,665 

$714  78 
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West  First  Street,  South  Boston. 

On  September  18  an  order  was  issued  for  the  cleaning  of  the  sewer  at  West  First  street  between  D  and 
E  streets  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $850.     The  actual  cost  was  $831.60. 

Six  days  later,  September  24,  an  order  was  issued  for  the  cleaning  of  the  sewer  in  the  same  street  between 
E  and  F  streets  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $800.     The  actual  cost  was  $757.35. 

Eight  days  later,  October  2,  another  order  was  issued  for  cleaning  of  the  sewer  in  the  same  street  between 
F  and  East  First  streets  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $550.     The  actual  cost  was  $534.60. 

On  November  2  another  order  was  issued  extending  the  same  work  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $700  and  an 
actual  cost  of  $690.52. 

The  department's  estimate  amounted  to  $2,900  and  the  actual  cost  was  $3,814.07. 

There  was  another  order  issued  on  October  6  for  the  construction  of  a  manhole  on  West  First  street  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $500.     The  actual  payment  was  $202.04. 


Esti- 
mated 
Price. 


Actual 
Payment. 


September  18 
September  24 
October         2 

November    2 

No.  703' 
No.  733 
No.  777 

No.  868 
No.  785 

Clean  sewer  West  First  street  between  D  and  E  streets 

Clean  sewer  West  First  street  between  E  and  F  streets 

Clean  sewer  West  First  street  between  F  and  East  First 
streets. 

Clean  sewer  West  First  street  between  East  First  and. Dor- 
chester streets. 

West  First  street,  1  manhole 

$850 
800 
550 

700 

$831  60 
757  35 
534  60 

690  52 

October         6 

$2,900 
500 

$2,814  07 
202  04 

$3,400 

$3,016  11 

East  Second  Street,  South  Boston. 
The  same  procedure  was  followed  in  the  cleaning  of  the  sewer  in  East  Second  street. 


Esti- 
mated 
Price. 


Actual 
Payment- 


November  16 
November  18 


No.  911 
No.  927 


Clean  sewer  East  Second  street  from  Dorchester  street  125 
feet  easterly. 

Clean  sewer  East  Second  street  from  125  feet  east  of  Dor- 
chester street  to  30  feet  west  of  H  street. 


$410 
955 


$402  19 


$1,365 


$402   19 


Tolman  Street,  Dorchester. 

On  January  18  an  order  was  issued  for  the  construction  of  one  manhole  on  Tolman  street  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $250  and  an  actual  cost  of  $277.69. 

On  March  17  another  order  was  issued  for  the  construction  of  a  manhole  on  the  same  street  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $200.     The  actual  cost  was  $233.14. 

On  June  25  another  order  was  issued  for  the  construction  of  two  catch-basins  on  Tolman  street  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $700.     The  actual  cost  was  $973.17.  _ 

On  July  6  another  order  calling  for  the  construction  of  two  catch-basins  on  the  same  street  was  issued 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $900.     The  actual  cost  was  $940.50. 

By  grouping  these  orders  the  estimate  of  the  department  would  have  been  $2,050,  while  the  actual 
cost  amounted  to  $2,424.50.  Or  even  the  grouping  of  the  two  orders  issued  on  June  25  and  July  6  involved 
an  expenditure  of  close  to  $2,000.  Besides  the  above,  orders  for  cleaning  the  sewer  in  Tolman  street  were 
issued  on  January  1,  March  31  and  April  1.  By  grouping  of  these  three  orders  the  department's  estimate 
would  have  been  $1,650.     The  actual  payments  made  on  them  amounted  to  $1,596.36. 


Esti- 
mated 
Price. 

Actual 
Pay- 
ment. 

January  18 

No.    43 
No.  135 
No.  416 
No.  451 

1  manhole 

2  catch-basins. . 
2  catch-basins. . 

$250 
200 
700 
900 

$277  09 

March     17 
June        25 

233   14 
973   17 

July           6 

940  50 

$2,050 

$2,424  50 

January  15 

No.    3S 
No.  155 
No.  159 

Clean  sewer  Tolman  street 

$700 
300 

650 

$690  52 

March      31 

Clean  sewer  Tolman  street 

289  57 

April           1 

Clean  sewer   Norwood  street,   between  Tolm 

an  and  Conway 

616  27 

$1,650 

$1,596  30 

Placed  on  file. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  INSPECTION 
OF   PRISONS. 

Coun.  DOHERTY,  in  the  absence  of  Chairman 
Gleason,  for  the  Committee  on  Inspection  of 
Prisons  of  1936,  submitted  the  following: 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  126 
of  the  General  Laws,  the  Committee  on  Inspection 
of  Prisons  submits  herewith  its  annual  report. 

Suffolk  County  Jail. 

The  committee  made  its  customary  semi- 
annual inspections  of  the  Suffolk  County  Jail 
during  the  year. 

The  usual  conditions  with  reference  to  cleanli- 
ness and  sanitation  prevailed  at  this  institution. 

The  most  necessary  improvements  recommended 
by  the  committee  at  this  time  are  the  repair  of 
the  back  wall,  which  is  in  a  dangerous  condition, 
and  the  providing  of  a  permanent  entrance  to 
replace  the  present  temporary  gate. 

House  of  Correction. 
The  usual  number  of  visits  were  made  to  the 
House  of  Correction  by  the  committee  and  con- 
ditions were  found  to  be  very  satisfactory  in  every 
respect. 

For  the  Committee, 

Richard  D.  Gleason,  Chairman. 
The  report  was  accepted. 


PLAYGROUND  ON  COMMERCIAL  STREET. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  re- 
quested to  make  an  examination  of  the  property 
on  the  southerly  side  of  Commercial  street  near 
Hull  street  acquired  by  the  city  under  tax  title 
proceedings  and  report  as  to  its  availability  for 
playground  purposes. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REVOCATION    OF    CERTAIN    INSURANCE 
COMPANY   LICENSES. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favor 
the  revocation  of  the  licenses  of  each  and  every 
insurance  company  to  operate  under  the  laws  of 
Massachusetts,  if  it  is  found  in  cases  of  the  refusal 
of  compulsory  automobile  insurance  to  automobile 
owners,  were  arbitrary  and  sufficient  cause  has 
not  been  offered  to  justify  the  refusal  of  this 
insurance.  Such  action  to  be  taken  after  the 
examination  of  cases  before  the  Board  of  Appeal. 
Coun.  McGRATH — Mr.  President,  there  seems 
to  be  a  great  deal  of  agitation  among  the  insurance 
companies  regarding  the  acceptance  of  compulsory 
automobile  insurance.  I  find  through  a  clipping 
from  one  of  the  Boston  papers  (The  Boston 
Evtning  American  of  December  8,  1936)  that 
automobile  policies  have  been  refused  to  90,()0U 
car  owners  in  the  state.  But  I  am  not  introducing 
this  order  today  merely  upon  hearsay.  I  have 
this  year  refused  to  write  any  compulsory  auto- 
mobile insurance.  If  you  go  into  the  offices  of 
some  of  the  companies  who  place  such  insurance, 
you  will  find  that  if  the  name  of  the  applicant 
does  not  sound  all  right,  the  clerk  in  charge  refuses 
the  application  for  insurance.  I  have  definite 
proof,  Mr,  President,  of  the  charge  that  I  am  now 
making  against  some  of  the  insurance  companies. 
Last  year  I  went  into  the  office  of  one  of  the  large 
insurance  companies  in  Boston  with  an  application 
for  renewal.  The  name  of  the  gentleman  who 
signed  the  application  indicated  that  he  was  of 
Polish  extraction,  and  the  clerk  in  charge  said. 
"Have  you  tried  to  place  this  policy  anywhere 
else?"  I  said,  "No.  I  thought  I  would  come  to 
you  first,  knowing  that  you  want  the  business." 
"Well,  if  you  don't  mind,  we  are  going  to  refuse 
this."  I  asked  the  clerk,  "Is  it  because  of  the 
name  of  the  applicant?"  and  he  said,  "Yes." 
I  had  a  witness,  Mr.  President,  and  I  said,  "  I  think 
I  will  go  down  and  see  the  Insurance  Commis- 
sioner." He  said,  "Just  a  minute.  Let  me  look 
at  this  again."  I  said,  "No,  you  have  made 
your  decision,  Mister."  He  asked  if  I  would  be 
kind  enough  to  give  him  the  application,  which 
I  refused  to  do.  But  it  appears  that  there  are 
90,000  such  cases  in  the  state,  which,  of  course, 
means  a  great  deal  of  inconvenience  and  embarrass- 


ment to  the  people  of  our  state,  in  business  and 
otherwise.  A  man  may  be  in  business,  with  a 
little  route  that  requires  the  use  of  a  truck,  and 
he  is  told  by  these  companies,  "No,  we  don't 
want  your  business."  He  has  a  right  of  appeal, 
but  that  may  take  a  month  or  six  weeks.  With 
90,000  cases  to  be  heard,  I  cannot  say  how  long 
it  might  take.  So  I  think,  if  a  company  does  not 
have  sufficient  cause  to  justify  the  refusal  of  such 
insurance,  upon  investigation,  the  license  of  such 
a  company  should  be  revoked.  Therefore,  I  ask 
the  members  of  the  Council  to  go  on  record  as  in 
favor  of  revoking  licenses  under  such  conditions. 

(The  newspaper  article  referred  to  by  Coun. 
McGrath,  taken  from  the  Boston  American  of 
December  8,  1936,  is  as  follows: 

90,000  in  State  Refused  Auto  Insurance. 

"Several  large  insurance  companies  have  refused 
to  issue  automobile  policies  to  90,000  car  owners 
because  the  motorists  would  not  take  out  property 
damage  coverage,  Insurance  Commissioner  Francis 
J.  DeCelles  revealed  today. 

"  Under  the  law  the  commissioner  can  order  the 
companies  to  write  compulsory  auto  policies.  He 
did  this  last  year  and  will  probably  have  to  do  so 
again,  he  intimated. 

"According  to  Commissioner  DeCelles,  the 
situation  occurs  near  the  close  of  every  year, 
when  the  large  insurance  agencies  try  to  force 
property  damage  insurance  on  the  car  owners  by 
embarrassing  them  with  delay. 

"  Hundreds  of  complaints  have  already  been 
received  this  month  by  the  commissioner.  On 
the  basis  of  these,  he  estimates  the  number  of  car 
owners  being  refused  policies,  under  one  subterfuge 
or  another,  will  reach  90.000. 

"Car  owners  naturally  expect  the  companies 
that  insured  them  one  year  to  renew  the  policies 
the  next  year.  After  making  their  applications, 
they  wait  for  their  number  plates,  until  near  the 
end  of  the  year,  when  they  suddenly  realize  the 
company  has  failed  them. 

"Only  in  rare  cases,  it  was  explained,  do  the 
companies  make  an  outright  refusal  in  writing,  so 
thai   the  car  owner  knows  where  he  stands. 

"  In  some  cases  the  agencies  have  held  policies. 
complained  to  the  registrar  of  motor  vehicles  that 
the  insured  failed  to  pay,  and  requested  that  his 
insurance  be  revoked,  all  because  he  declined  to 
buy  property  damage,  guest  and  extra-territorial 
coverage,  as  well  as  compulsory  liability. 

"'Due  to  the  seriousness  of  the  situation  this 
year,  1  am  planning  to  call  a  conference  of  all 
insurance  executives  within  a  few  days  in  order 
to  see  that  unethical  practices  are  stopped,'  said 
( Commissioner  DeCelles.") 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rule.-. 


MORTGAGES    OF    HOME    OWNERS    LOAN 
CORPORATION. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  go  on  record  as  requesting  the  Massa- 
chusetts Congressmen  to  take  whatever  action 
necessary  to  forestall  the  possibility  of  foreclosures 
on  homes  covered  by  mortgage  of  the  Home 
Owners  Loan  Corporation,  where  the  mortgagor 
is  paying  interest  on  the  mortgage,  but  is  not  in  a 
position  to  make  pavments  on  the  principal. 

Coun.  McGRATH— Mr.  President,  this  is  a 
very  important  order.  Knowing  a  little  about 
the  workings  of  the  Home  Owners  Loan  Corpora- 
tion, being  somewhat  familiar  with  the  system. 
I  have  introduced  the  order  so  that  we  may  take 
some  steps  to  try  to  correct  the  present  situation 
and  afford  relief  to  many  people  in  Massachusetts 
and  probably  in  the  entire  country.  At  the  start 
of  the  Home  Owners  Loan  Corporation  it  was 
necessary  for  the  beneficiary  to  be  in  arrears  in 
interest  on  the  mortgage,  in  fact  to  be  on  the 
verge  of  foreclosure,  before  his  application  to  the 
Home  Owners  Loan  Corporation  would  be  con- 
sidered. In  the  beginning,  in  order  to  relieve 
the  burden  on  the  home  owner  and  to  assist  him, 
they  waived  principal  payments.  That,  however, 
was  only  temporary,  and  the  system  now  is  that  if 
the  home  owner  is  behind  three  to  six  months  in 
making  principal  payments  on  a  mortgage,  under 
the[bookkeeping  system  of  the  Home  Owners  Loan 
Corporation,  he  is  in  arrears  for  that  amount  of 
money;  and  if  he  is  in  arrears  a  thousand  dollars 
on  principal  payments  orders  have  come,  I  don't 
know  from  where,  to  foreclose.     Now,  we  know 
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that  we  are  not  as  yet  out  of  the  depression,  and 
that  conditions  are  still  bad,  so  that  it  is  impossible 
for  some  of  these  home  owners  to  make  principal 
payments.  Of  course,  if  they  are  in  a  position 
to  do  so,  very  well,  and  I  have  made  a  stipulation 
to  that  effect.  I  think,  however,  that  if  these 
people  are  up  on  their  interest  payments  at  a  time 
like  this,  Mr  President  and  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil, they  are  doing  pretty  well.  There  is,  however, 
another  situation  that  enters  into  the  condition 
at  which  this  order  aims.  The  men  in  charge  of 
the  Home  Owners  Loan  Corporation,  who  after 
all  are  only  working  under  orders  from  some  one 
higher  up,  insist  that  principal  payments  must  be 
made  even  although  the  home  owner  wishes  to 
use  the  money  he  has  to  pay  his  taxes.  The  orders 
are,  "Pay  your  interest  and  principal  here,  and 
never  mind  the  taxes."  I  know  of  a  case  in  point 
where  a  lady  with  whom  I  came  in  contact  owns 
and  rents  a  three-family  house.  It  is  necessary 
for  her  to  bring  the  rent  of  that  house  to  the  Home 
Owners  Loan  Corporation  every  month,  so  that 
she  has  nothing  left  to  live  on.  In  doing  so  she 
has  exhausted  her  entire  means.  She  has  visited 
the  Assessing  Department  and  tried  to  get  an 
abatement  of  the'taxes,  and  the  attendant  assessor 
in  charge  said,  "Well,  if  the  Home  Owners  Loan 
Corporation  will  waive  principal  payments,  madam, 
I  will  do  what  I  can  to  assist  you,  so  that  you 
may  receive  a  little  money  from  the  income  of 
this  property,  to  live  upon."  I  know  that  the 
Home  Owners  Loan  Corporation  was  not  set  up 
with  the  idea  of  depriving  people  of  a  livelihood,  or 
of  a  little  income  that  they  might  need.  So  I  am 
asking  the  Massachusetts  Congressmen  to  take 
action  in  this  matter  and  do  what  they  can  to 
relieve  the  home  owners. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Rules. 


COMMITTEE   APPOINTMENTS. 

President  FITZGERALD  made  the  following 
committee  appointments: 

Executive  Committee:  All  members,  Coun. 
Gallagher  chairman. 

Appropriations:  Coun.  Agnew,  Roberts,  Selvi- 
tella,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Rosenberg, 
Kilroy. 

Claims:  Coun.  Selvitella,  Agnew,  Roberts, 
Brackman,  Tobin. 

County  Accounts:  Coun.  Roberts,  Rosenberg, 
Wilson,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Tobin. 

Finance:  Coun.  Dowd,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald, 
Shattuck,  Kilroy,  Kerrigan,  Rosenberg,  Agnew. 

Inspections  of  Prisons:  Coun.  Gleason,  Doherty, 
Finley,  McGrath,  Peter  A.  Murray. 

Jitney  Licenses:  Coun.  Peter  A.  Murray, 
Selvitella,  Wilson,  Dowd,  Kerrigan. 

Legislative  Matters:  Coun.  Shattuck,  Peter  J. 
Fitzgerald,  Kilroy,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Gleason. 

Ordinances:  Coun.  Gallagher,  Rosenberg,  Finley, 
Selvitella,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Wilson,  Shattuck. 

Parkman  Fund:  Coun.  Gallagher,  Doherty, 
George  A.  Murray,  Peter  A.  Murray,  Shattuck. 

Printing:  Coun.  Selvitella,  Peter  A.  Murray, 
Finley,  Rosenberg,  Norton. 

Public  Lands:  Coun.  Kerrigan,  Kilroy,  Agnew, 
Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Wilson. 

Rules:  Coun.  Wilson,  Kerrigan,  Agnew,  Galla- 
gher, Peter  J.  Fitzgerald. 

Soldiers'  Relief:  Coun.  Kerrigan,  Doherty, 
Mellen,  Norton,  Gleason. 

Special  Committees. 

Constables:  Coun.  Agnew,  Kerrigan,  Roberts. 

Hospitals:  Coun.  Doherty,  Finley,  Agnew, 
Peter  A.  Murray,  Kerrigan. 

Municipal  Lighting:  Coun.  Dowd,  Wilson, 
Gallagher,  Rosenberg,  Selvitella. 

Parks  and  Playgrounds:  Coun.  Finley,  Kerrigan, 
Tobin,  Rosenberg,  Brackman. 

Public  Safety:  Coun.  Agnew,  Selvitella,  George 
A.  Murray,  McGrath,  Brackman,  Mellen,  Tobin. 

Unclaimed  Baggage:  Coun.  Agnew,  Roberts, 
Kerrigan. 

License  Fees:  Coun.  Wilson,  Roberts,  McGrath, 
Selvitella,  Brackman. 

Public  Welfare:  Coun.  Agnew,  Roberts,  Wilson, 
Finley,  Peter  A.  Murray. 

Tax  Title  Property:  Coun.  Finley,  Doherty, 
Wilson,  Kerrigan,  Shattuck. 

Special  Committee  on  Consolidation  of  Depart- 
ments: Wilson,  Dowd,  Shattuck,  Kerrigan,  Peter 
J.  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher. 

Fire  Insurance:  Coun.  McGrath,  Kerrigan, 
Peter  J.  Fitzgerald. 


RENTAL  OF  FRENCH  TELEPHONES. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be  requested  to  immediately  peti- 
tion for  the  necessary  legislation  to  provide  for  the 
return  of  all  payments  to  subscribers  of  the  Tele- 
phone Company  that  have  been  paid  in  connection 
with  the  renting  of  so-called  French  telephones  by 
the  Telephone  Company. 

Coun.  McGRATH— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  refer  to  the  clipping  that  I  have  from  a  Wash- 
ington newspaper  and  to  have  the  clipping  incor- 
porated in  our  records.  It  is  headed  "French 
Phones.  A.  T.  T.  profits  $24,000,000,"  and  it  goes 
on  to  show  that  the  American  Telephone  &  Tele- 
graph Company  collected  in  one  year  $24,000,000 
from  the  use  of  French  telephones.  $24,000,000! 
I  would  like  to  say,  on  behalf  of  some  of  the  em- 
ployees of  the  telephone  company  who  have 
written  me  regarding  my  orders  introduced  into 
the  City  Council,  that  I  have  every  respect  for 
them.  Anything  I  have  said  on  the  floor  of  the 
Council  has  been  in  their  favor,  and  I  am  not 
opposed  to  the  employees  of  the  telephone  com- 
pany. And  I  would  like  to  go  just  a  step  further, 
Mr.  President,  I  have  the  highest  respect  for  the 
charitable  work  that  they  do  every  Christmas, 
the  relief  taken  from  the  relief  fund  of  the  em- 
ployees of  the  telephone  company.  The  good 
work  that  they  do  for  the  poor  of  Boston  every 
year  is  so  well  known  that  it  is  not  necessary  for 
me  to  speak  about  it  here.  However,  we  have 
heard  a  great  deal  about  class  against  class.  For 
the  past  few  years  the  employees  of  the  telephone 
company — although  the  higher-ups  have  rather 
taken  the  credit  for  it — have  entertained  children 
in  the  Bowdoin  Square  building  during  the  Christ- 
mas season.  This  year,  however,  contrary  to  the 
situation  in  other  years,  it  was  necessary  for  the 
employees  to  hire  Mechanics  Building,  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  higher-ups  in  the  telephone  company 
had  their  maintenance  department  waxing  the 
floors  of  the  Bowdoin  Square  building  so  that  they 
themselves  could  use  it  at  that  time,  while  the 
employees  entertained  the  children  at  Mechanics 
Building.  I  say,  if  the  higher-ups  want  to  put 
class  against  class,  that  is  all  right;  but  I  still 
want  to  say  that  I  have  every  appreciation  of 
the  work  that  the  employees  are  doing  during  the 
Christmas  season.  While  on  this  subject  I  would 
also  like  to  have  incorporated  in  the  record  another 
clipping  from  the  Boston  Traveler  of  December  17, 
1936,  with  a  Washington  date  line,  headed  "Phone 
Charges  Held  Too  High;  Federal  Board  Finds 
Exorbitant  Prices  paid  for  Equipment." 

(Following  are  the  two  clippings  referred  to  by 
Coun.  McGrath  in  his  remarks: 
"French   'Phones.     A.   T.   T.   Profits  $24,000,000. 

"Washington,  December  18  (I.N.S.).  The 
engineering  department  of  the  Federal  Communi- 
cations Commission  today  told  the  commission 
that  the  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, and  its  subsidiaries,  by  means  of  excess 
monthly  charge  for  the  use  of  the  so-called  '  French ' 
type  of  telephone,  has  collected  over  $53,000,000 
from  telephone  subscribers  on  which  the  net  profit 
has  been  $24,000,000. 

"This,  the  report  said,  represented  45  per  cent 
profit  on  the  gross  revenue  and  an  annual  return 
of  25  per  cent  on  the  investment. 

"The  report  further  showed  that  the  largest 
net  profit  thus  far  accumulated  was  sufficient  to 
defray  all  alleged  future  added  expenses  of '  French ' 
'phones  until  1950,  with  a  remaining  profit  of  over 
$11,000,000,  'even  assuming  that  all  monthly 
excess  charges  for  use  of  the  instrument  were 
completely  eliminated  as  of  January  1,  19.37.' 

'"Of  greater  importance,'  the  report  said,  'was 
the  fact  that  A.  T.  &  T.  had. developed  and  intro- 
duced the  hand  telephone  set  and  telephone  trans- 
mission improvement  of  such  magnitude  that 
additional  savings  in  wire  construction  cost, 
amounting  to  over  $85,000,000,  were  made  avail- 
able to  the  Bell  System  as  a  result  of  a  widespread 
use  of  the  new  instrument,  in  addition  to  the 
$11,000,000  net  profit  as  previously  shown. 

'"It  was  further  alleged  that  the  savings  have 
not  been  fully  revealed  by  the  Bell  System  in  its 
previous  defense  of  the  added  charge  before  state 
regulatory  commissions. 

"'The  report  concluded  with  a  statement  that 
a  consideration  of  all  relevant  facts  indicated  that 
the  introduction  of  the  instrument  into  the  Bell 
System  "constituted  ample  cause  for  a  reduction 
.in   telephone  rates,   rather   than    for   the   increase 
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which  has  been  obtained  by  the  Bell  System 
through  application  of  this  excess  charge  for  the 
use  of  the  hand  telephone  set.'"" 

From  Boston  Traveler  December  17,  1936: 
"Phone  Charges  Held  Too  High. 
"Federal  Board  Finds  Exorbitant  Prices  Paid  for 
Equipment. 

"Washington,  December  17  (U.  P.).  _  Bell  Tele- 
phone System  rates  are  based  on  exorbitant  prices 
paid  Western  Electric  Company  for  equipment, 
the  Federal  Communications  Commission  charged 
today  at  its  inquiry  into  financial  operation  of  the 
American  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company. 

"The  commission  charged  associated  companies 
paid  Western  Electric,  a  subsidiary  of  the  A.  T. 
&  T.,  which  controls  the  Bell  System,  from  50  to 
550  per  cent  more  for  central  office  equipment 
than  it  would  have  cost  if  purchased  from  inde- 
pendent manufacturers. 

'"A  large  part  of  the  $4,250,000,000  invest- 
ment in  telephone  property,  and  a  portion  of  the 
$651,000,000  operating  expenses  of  the  Bell  Sys- 
tem are  represented  by  the  purchase  prices  of 
telephone  apparatus,  equipment  and  material,' 
the  commission  said. 

"Long-distance  telephone  rate  reductions  total- 
ing $22,000,000  have  been  made  since  the  com- 
mission began  its  investigation  more  than  a  year 
ago.  The  commission  is  seeking  to  show  that 
still  further  reductions  should  be  made.") 

There  being  no  objections,  the  above  clippings 
were  ordered  included  in  the  record,  and  the 
order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC    SIGNALS,    WARDS     10    AND    17. 

Coun.  WILSON  and  Coun.  McGRATH  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  pro- 
vide suitable  automatic  traffic  signals  at  the  inter- 
section of  Ashmont  street  and  Dorchester  avenue, 
on  the  dividing  line  of  Wards  16  and  17. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  offer  that 
order  because  of  the  dangerous  situation  and  the 
need  for  traffic  signals  at  the  intersection  of  Ash- 
mont street  and  Dorchester  avenue,  on  the  dividing 
line  of  Wards  16  and  17,  a  dangerous  situation 
that  is  also  realized  by  my  colleague  from  the  ad- 
joining ward  (Coun.  McGrath).  As  the  councilor 
from  Ward  1G,  who  is  now  having  an  intermission, 
also  well  knows,  this  is  a  particularly  dangerous 
spot,  at  Peabody  square,  being  at  the  center  of  a 
group  of  some  six  streets  through  which  pour 
traffic  to  and  from  the  South  Shore,  connecting  up 
with  Dorchester  avenue,  Washington  street  and 
Neponset.  We  have  there  a  terminal  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway,  as  well  as  of  the  Eastern  Massa- 
chusetts, making  altogether  an  extremely  compli- 
cated traffic  situation.  While  I  would  not  urge 
signal  traffic  lights  on  each  of  the  six  entrances 
into  this  particular  square,  I  do  urge  the  advisabil- 
ity of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Traffic  Com- 
missioner in  their  wisdom  going  at  least  as  far  as 
to  install  a  light  on  the  Ward  16  side  of  Dorchester 
avenue  and  on  the  Ward  17  side  of  Dorchester 
avenue,  to  control  that  traffic  pouring  into  the 
Peabody  square  tunnel. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   JACOB   STREET. 
Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the    Board    of    Street   Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Jacob  street,  Ward  14,  as  a 
public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT   TO   MOTHER   OF 
MARY   DURANT. 
Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,    That   the   City    Council   of    Boston 
hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  author- 


izing the  city  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  to  the  mother 
of  Mary  Durant,  who  lost  her  life  at  a  South 
Boston  bathing  beach,  provided  that  such  legisla- 
tion includes  a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT  TO  MARY  MARGARET  KEANE. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  Coun.  Peter  A. 
Murray,  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  author- 
izing the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  Mary 
Margaret  Keane  for  injuries  received  while  a 
student  nurse  at  the  City  Hospital,  provided  that 
said  legislation  includes  a  referendum  to  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ELECTRIC    LIGHT    ON    HEATH    STREET. 
Coun.  DOHERTY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  an  electric  light  at  the  corner  of  South 
Huntington  avenue  and   Heath  street,   Ward   10. 

Passed  under  the  suspension  of  rule. 


PAYMENT    OF    AID    TO    SOLDIERS    AND 
SAILORS. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  for  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City 
of  Boston  for  the  month  of  January. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 


WARD  6  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  offered  the  fol 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  (he  Mayor,  to  install  an  electric  light  in 
front  of  227  Second  street,  between  C  and  D 
streets,  replacing  the  present  gas  lamp. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  West 
Third  street,  Ward  6. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  .Mayor, 
to  resurface  with  smooth  paving  C  street.  Ward  6. 

Severally  passed   under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LOWER   INTEREST   RATES   OX    HOME 
MORTGAGES. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
petition  the  Legislature  for  legislation  to  provide 
for  lower  interest  rates  on  mortgages  on  homes. 

Coun.  McGRATH— Mr.  President,  I  introduce 
that  order  in  conjunction  with  the  order  I  have 
just  introduced  and  spoken  upon  in  regard  to  the 
Home  Owners  Loan  Corporation.  The  banks  are 
paying  2  and  3  per  cent  interest  and  charging  55 
and  6  per  cent  interest  on  loans  on  mortgages.  I 
think  if  they  reduced  the  rate  fo  4  per  cent  they 
would  be  getting  a  substantial  investment  on  their 
money. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


FIRE   INSURANCE   RATES. 
Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That  the  President  of  .the  City  Council 
appoint   a    committee   of   members    of   the   City 
Council  to  cooperate  with   the  Governor  in  con- 
nection with  Fire  Insurance  rates  in  Boston  with 
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the  view  of  doing  everything  possible  to  bring 
about  a  reduction  in  the  present  insurance  rates. 

Coun.  McGRATH— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  say  that  on  June  1  of  last  year  I  introduced 
this  order,  and  I  was  pleased  to  see  the  present 
Governor  dwell  on  the  question  of  fire  insurance 
rates  in  his  inaugural  message.  I  ask,  therefore, 
in  this  order  that  the  President  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Council  to  cooperate  with  the 
Governor  in  this  matter  of  fire  insurance  rates 
in  Boston,  looking  to  a  reduction  from  the  present 
rate,  and  I  would  like  to  have  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  Governor  our  minutes  of  June  1, 
1936,  dealing  with  this  matter.  They  are  very 
brief,  and  I  would  ask  that  they  be  incorporated 
in  the  records  of  this  meeting. 

(The  order  and  the  remarks  referred  to,  printed 
in  the  City  Council  Minutes  of  June  1,  1936,  are 
as  follows: 

Investigation  of  Fire  Rates. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  City  Council 
appoint  a  special  committee  of  three  members  to 
investigate  and  study  fire  insurance  rates  in 
Boston  and  to  confer  with  the  Board  of  Fire 
Underwriters. 

Coun.  McGRATH— Mr.  President,  in  my 
experience  in  writing  insurance  in  the  Dorchester 
district  for  the  past  twelve  years  my  loss  ratio 
has  been  but  $256,  and  in  that  period  I  have 
probably  turned  in  to  the  insurance  companies 
about  $75,000.  There  was  a  lobby  of  the  insurance 
companies  last  year  in  the  matter  of  the  workmen's 
compensation  and  liability  insurance,  which  the 
state  was  thinking  of  handling  under  a  separate 
department.  Five  different  insurance  men  visited 
my  office  and  asked  me  to  do  what  I  could  to 
influence  the  Representatives  and  Senators  from 
that  district  to  vote  against  it.  I  asked  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  companies  what  the  reason 
was  for  the  different  insurance  rates  on  streets 
adjacent  to  each  other,  and  the  only  answer  was, 
"Congestion."  I  think,  with  the  ratio  of  loss  I 
have  stated,  and  with  the  amount  of  money  I  have 
turned  into  the  insurance  companies,  there  should 
certainly  be  a  dropping  of  a  readjustment  of  the 
rates.  For  example,  they  have  increased  the 
liability  rate  on  a  three-family  house  from  $25  to 
$42,  with  no  explanation.  That  is  the  reason  for 
the  introduction  by  me  of  this  order,  and  I  would 
like  to  have  the  President  appoint  such  a  committee 
as  is  provided  for  in  the  order. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG— Mr.  President,  I  am 
interested  in  this  order  also,  because,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  Dorchester  district,  I  find  that, 
for  some  reason  or  other,  from  an  insurance  point 
of  view,  the  Dorchester  district  seems  to  be  a 
blacklisted  section.  In  other  words,  it  seems  to 
be  set  aside  as  a  dangerous  district  in  the  matter 
of  insurance  rates.  I  don't  believe  the  losses  in 
the  Dorchester  district  are  as  great  as  they  are  in 
other  sections  of  the  city,  and  I  don't  see  why 
people  living  in  that  residential  section  of  my 
district  should  be  barred  or  discriminated  against, 
why  they  should  have  to  pay  an  exorbitant  rate 
of  insurance.  I  think,  if  you  will  look  up  the 
insurance  rates,  you  will  find  that  the  people  of 
Dorchester  are  paying  two  or  three  times  as  much 
as  people  in  other  sections  of  the  city.  I  believe 
that  an  investigation  of  the  rates  in  different 
sections  will  prove  beneficial  to  Dorchester  and 
will  bring  about  a  reduction  in  the  insurance  rates 
not  only  in  Dorchester  but  probably  in  greater 
Boston.) 

The  order  was  /passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RECESS. 

A  recess  was  ordered  by  President  FITZ- 
GERALD at  2.48  p.  m.  The  members  re- 
assembled in  the  Council  Chamber  and  were 
called  to  order  by  Coun.  GALLAGHER  at  3.35 
p.  m. 


Coun.  GALLAGHER  in  the  chair. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following  reports: 

1.  Petition  of  Ruth  M.  McShane  for  children 
under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at  Municipal 
Building,  South  Boston,  February  5 — that  leave 
be  granted  on  usual  conditions. 


Report  accepted;  leave  granted  on  usual  con- 
ditions. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  December  28,  1936)  re  amended  grants 
for  school  buildings,  Public  Works  Project — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  and  the  question  came  on  the 
passage  of  the  order. s 

Coun  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  want  my 
vote  to  be  consistent  in  this  matter.  I  voted  in 
November,  1935,  against  the  passage  of  the 
P.  W.  A.  agreements,  because  I  believed,  as  I  still 
believe,  as  a  matter  of  financial  policy,  that  if  ■ 
the  city  is  in  poor  financial  condition  it  is  in  no 
condition  to  spend  45  per  cent  of  a  million  dollars 
merely  because  the  Federal  Government  is  ad- 
vancing the  other  55  per  cent,  or  the  other  way 
around.  For  that  reason  I  voted  against  the 
P.  W.  A.  measures.  The  original  propositions 
were  that  the  city  would  pay  70  per  cent,  the 
Federal  Government  30  per  cent,  but  we  found, 
when  the  original  P.  W.  A.  measures  came  through 
and  when  the  thing  was  all  boiled  down  and  the 
amounts  paid,  that  we  received,  instead  of  30 
cents  on  the  dollar,  less  than  20  cents.  And  so 
I  fear  that  there  may  be  the  same  result  here, 
even  if  I  were  in  favor  of  the  financial  policy 
involved,  that  if  we  were  expecting  the  Federal 
Government  to  advance,  say  45  per  cent,  we 
would  find  in  the  final  outcome  that  we  were 
getting  30  per  cent  or  less.  I  am  against  the 
principle  of  these  P.  W.  A.  grants,  as  I  gather  that 
the  Mayor  is  also,  from  his  annual  message.  But, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  three  school  buildings 
have  now  been  constructed,  from  my  point  of 
view  I  would  rather  see  the  Government  con- 
tribute some  portion  of  the  equipment  expense  of 
the  building.  For  that  reason,  although  I  am 
against  the  projects  as  projects,  I  shall  change 
my  vote,  with  reference  to  the  equipment. 

The  orders  were  passed,  yeas  15,  nays  0. 


PAYMENT  TO  FATHER  OF  JOSEPH 
TAYLOR.  \ 
Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,    That   the   City   Council    of    Boston 
hereby    approves    the    enactment    of    legislation 
whereby  the  City   of  Boston  may  be  authorized 
to  pay  a  sum  of  money  to  the  father  of  Joseph 
Taylor,   who   was   drowned   while   bathing  in   the 
Charles    River,     provided    that    such    legislation 
includes   a   referendum    to   the   Mayor   and   City 
Council. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT    TO    MOTHER    OF    JOHN 
McGONAGLE. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legislation 
whereby  the  City  of  Boston  may  be  authorized 
to  pay  a  sum  of  money. 4o  the  mother  of  John 
McGonagle,  who  died  from  injuries  sustained  by 
the  falling  of  a  wall  at  the  Morton  Street  Play- 
ground, provided  that  such  legislation  includes  a 
referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RETROACTIVE   PAYMENTS  ON  OLD   AGE 
PENSION. 
Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request  the 
Public  Welfare  Department  to  immediately  start 
retroactive    payments    of    money    due    to    those 
receiving  the  old  age  pension. 

Coun  DOWD — Mr.  President,  a  few  weeks 
ago  I  introduced  an  order  raising  the  point  that 
our  :welfare  recipients  of  old  age  pensions  were 
entitled  to  their  pensions  from  the  day  they  put 
their  application  in  and  not  from  a  time  three  or 
four  months  later  when  the  department  might 
get  around  to  O.  K.'ing  them.  In  my  order  I 
called  the  matter  to  the. attention  of  the  Mayor, 
who  took  it  up  with  the  Corporation  Counsel,  and 
the  Corporation  Counsel  declared  my  point 
correct,  that  the  recipients  of  old  age  pensions 
were  entitled  to  those  pensions  from  the  time 
when  they  put  in  their  application,  we  will  say  in 
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September,  and  not  from  a  time  several  months 
later,  possibly  December,  when  their  application 
might  be  O.  K.'d.  In  other  words,  they  are 
entitled  to  that  back  pay.  I  have  received,  under 
date  of  January  7,  this  letter  from  Mr.  Dowling, 
the  Executive  Director  of  the  Overseers  of  Public 
Welfare: 

"Dear  Councilor  Dowd, — Answering  your  letter 
of  January  6,  1937,  I  wish  to  assure  you  that  the 
orders  of  the  Mayor  are  being  carried  out  and 
retroactive  payments  will  be  made  from  the  date 
of  application  provided  the  person  is  eligible  under 
the  law  for  relief." 

The  reason  why  I  have  introduced  this  order  is 
that  it  would  appear  to  me  that  the  department 
has  had  sufficient  time  to  straighten  this  matter 
out,  but  like  anything  else,  they  simply  want  to 
delay  it  as  long  as  they  possibly  can.  I  have 
talked  with  the  Welfare  Department  today,  and 
they  advise  me  that  the  strategy  board  were 
going  to  take  the  matter  up.  I  don't  know  what 
they  are  going  to  take  up,  because  the  Mayor  and 
the  Law  Department  have  definitely  stated  that 
retroactive  payments  should  be  made.  I  respect- 
fully ask,  therefore,  that  this  matter  of  retroactive 
payments  to  these  poor  old  souls  be  taken  care  of 
immediately. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


OVERPASS  RAMPS,  CHARLESTOWN. 
Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  erect  two  overpass  ramps, 
one  on  either  side  of  the  elevated  structure  at 
City  square,  Charlestown,  in  order  that  passengers 
may  enter  and  leave  the  City  square  elevated 
station  without  the  necessity  of  passing  through 
the  dense  traffic. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONTRACT  WITH  M.  H.  LOONIE. 
Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  instruct 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  not  to  dispense 
with  advertising,  and  not  to  enter  into  a  contract 
with  M.  H.  Loonie  for  the  use  of  a  special  Ford 
truck  at  a  price  of  $1.50  per  hour  equal  to  $12  per 
day  and  at  the  rate  of  $360  per  month  for  a  period 
of  one  year,  total  expenditure  being  $4,320. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  I  see  in  the 
Citij  Record  of  January  9  of  this  year  that  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner,  Mr.  Carven,  writes 
as  follows  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston: 

"The  Sanitary  Division  has  been  using  a  Ford 
truck  with  a  special  body  for  paper  collection  to 
travel  all  over  Boston  daily  and  collect  papers 
disposed  of  in  catch-all  boxes  at  street  corners, 
said  truck  furnished  by  M.  H.  Loonie  at  a  cost  of 
$1.50  per  hour  or  $12  per  eight-hour  day.  It  is 
very  desirable  that  the  Ford  truck  equipped 
with  this  special  body  be  continued  in  use.  I 
respectfully  request  permission  to  dispense  with 
advertising  and  enter  into  a  contract  with  M.  H. 
Loonie  for  the  use  of  the  special  Ford  truck  at  the 
price  of  $1.50  per  hour  equal  to  $12  per  day, 
and  at  the  rate  of  $360  per  month  for  a  period  of 
one  year,  total  expenditure  being  $4,320." 

Mr.  President,  M.  H.  Loonie  received  $106,000 
from  the  Sewer  Department  alone  in  1936.  That 
does  not  take  into  account  the  various  gift  con- 
tracts he  as  a  pet  contractor  has  had  in  the  last 
three  years  in  connection  with  the  telephone,  gas 
and  Edison  companies.  We  all  know  that  when  a 
Mayor  comes  in  he  designates  one  or  two  con- 
tractors as  pets  to  do  certain  work  that  has  to  be 
done  in  connection  with  telephone,  gas  and  Edison 
companies  in  this  city,  on  streets.  It  is  safe  to 
say  that  the  amount  of  work  so  done  in  the  last 
two  years  has  run  up  to  a  million  dollars,  and  now 
we  have  here  this  Ford  truck  hiring,  which  is 
purely  a  gift.  I  think  it  is  a  crying  outrage  and  a 
travesty  on  municipal  government  to  allow  such 
payment  to  be  made  on  a  contract  which  is  made 
without  advertising,  and  I  certainly  trust  that 
some  remedial  action  will  be  taken  as  the  result  of 
this  order. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


NO  CONSECUTIVE  TERMS  FOR  COUNCIL 
PRESIDENTS. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  rules  of  the  City  Council  be 
amended  to  provide  that  no  member  of  the  City 
Council  shall  be  elected  President  of  any  one  body 
of  the  Council  for  two  consecutive  terms. 

The  order  was  declared  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  a  few  weeks 
ago  an  identical  order  offered  by  myself  was  re- 
ferred to  that  political  graveyard  of  all  orders  not 
desired  by  the  Mayor.  I  have  now  introduced 
this  order  again,  and  it  is  referred  to  that  same 
committee.  I  then  spoke  of  the  gentleman  who 
then  desired  re-election  as  president  of  this  bodv 
being  continually  absent  from  the  body,  and  we 
find  now,  after  his  re-election  as  president,  that  he 
is  again  absent  today.  This  order  represents  the 
democratic  ideal  of  rotation  in  office  and  equality 
of  opportunity  for  all.  You,  Mr.  Chairman,  are 
occupying  the  chair  of  the  gentleman  who  was 
elected  as  president  of  the  body  at  our  last  meeting 
and  who  should  be  presiding  here  today.  Surely 
our  present  president  can  have  no  objection  to  the 
passage  of  this  order  at  this  time.  Surely,  after 
three  terms  in  the  chair  he  cannot  ask  for  the 
fourth.  With  that  in  mind.  I  now  introduce  the 
same  order  that   I  introduced  awhile  ago. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— The  order  has  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules,  and  I  will  sav 
that  our  President  is  today  Acting  Mayor  and  that 
the  duty  of  that  office  required  him  to  leave  our 
chamber  before  adjournment. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Have  we  received  notice  of 
the  absence  of  the  regular  Mayor? 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— No,  sir,  and  it  is  not 
necessary  that  we  should. 

The  order  stood  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules. 


BOSTON  AS  CONVENTION  CITV. 
Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  city  officials  and  public- 
spirited  men  and  women  in  Boston,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attracting  to  our  city,  conventions  and 
other  gatherings,  to  the  end  that  Boston,  the 
best  all-around  convention  city  on  the  Atlantic 
seaboard,  be  made  a  mecca  for  this  most  profitable 
source  of  revenue  to  our  merchants  and  our 
citizens. 

Conn.  McGRATH  —  Mr.  President  as  a  delegate 
to  the  Democratic  National  Convention  at  Phila- 
delphia I  had  the  honor  of  having  lunch  with 
Mayor  S.  Davis  Wilson  of  Philadelphia,  who  was 
born  on  Beacon  Hill  and  afterwards  moved  to 
Philadelphia.  I  was  very  much  impressed  by 
what  he  said  when  I  asked  him  how  it  happened 
that  he  could  secure  such  a  large  convention,  and 
during  the  course  of  the  conversation  I  asked  him 
if  he  would  estimate  approximately  what  such  a 
convention  would  expend  while  in  Philadelphia. 
He  said  the  amount  would  run  into  millions  of 
dollars,  although,  of  course,  he  did  not  say  just 
how  much.  However,  afterwards  he  communi- 
cated with  me  and  informed  me  that  the  Demo- 
cratic convention  held  in  Philadelphia  spent 
approximately  $10,000,000,  as  near  as  he  could 
check  it  up.  I  read  an  article  in  the  Boston  Post 
yesterday  that  I  would  like  to  have  incorporated 
in  our  records.  The  headline  savs.  "Boston 
Should  Get  $100,000,000"  on  conventions  every 
year  but  that,  even  although  an  ideal  convention 
city,  we  are  getting  only  $38,000,000  of  business 
in  that  way.  The  article  goes  on  to  tell  what 
should  be  done  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
gives  the  opinions  of  Glenwood  J.  Sherrard. 
president  of  the  City  of  Boston  Hotel  Association, 
and  others  on  this  matter.  I  believe  that  if  a 
little  money  was  spent  and  some  inducements  were 
given  to  the  associations  and  organizations  hold- 
ing these  conventions,  it  would  be  more  than  worth 
while  to  the  business  men  of  this  city.  I  would 
like  to  have  certain  portions  of  the  article  included 
in  our  record. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  following  por- 
tions of  the  article  in  the  Boston  Post  of  Januarv  10. 
1937,  headed  "Boston  Should  Get  $100,000,000," 
were  ordered  included  in  the  minutes: 

"  The  New  England  background  represe 
principal  lure  here  of  the  convention  busine     an 
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with  that  picture  in  the  back  of  the  convention 
prospect's  mind  there  is  the  new  technique  of 
'  getting  business'  which  other  cities  have  developed 
to  a  sharper  and  more  competitive  degree  than 
Boston.  The  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  has 
an  alert  and  active  convention  bureau  and  the 
Boston  hotels  have'  high  salaried  executives  of 
their  own  whose  sole  job  it  is  to  bring  the  great 
conventions  to  Boston.  The  job  they  do  in  the 
way  of  pressure,  persistence,  literature,  solici- 
tation, service,  is,  of  itself  an  example  of  highly 
impressive  organization  and  skill. 

"But  there  are  one  or  two  missing  cogs  in  the 
wheel  which  make  us  all  to  blame. 

"It  is  a  frightening  thing  that  Boston  is  losing 
precisely  $62,000,000  a  year  in  convention  busi- 
ness which  the  experts  tell  us  may  be  had  for  the 
fighting.  That  means  matching  in  Boston 
whatever  it  is  other  drab,  hot,  either  dull  and 
colorless  cities  or  artificially  gay  and  silly  ones 
like  Atlantic  City,  give  the  conventions  that 
go  there.  The  Boston  business  men  we  discussed 
this  with  were  ashamed  to  mention  just  where 
it  is  that  Boston  fits,  statistically,  in  the  con-, 
vention  field.  Because — and  don't  let  it  get  out  too 
far, — we're  about  fourteenth  and  we  should  be 
sixth,  at  worst,  eighth. 

"Right  now,  for  this  month  of  January,  Chicago 
is  booked  for  seventy-seven  conventions.  There 
is  a  fortune  wrapped  up  in  that  fact.  And  the 
shock  of  it,  by  way  of  contrast,  is  that  Boston 
for  the  whole  year  of  1937,  from  the  last  January  1 
to  December  31,  is  booked  for  a  probable  total 
of  seventy-six  conventions.  That,  considering 
our  record,  is  really  not  bad.  There  won't  be 
any  other  conventions  floating  in  at  the  last 
moment  because  conventions  are  determined 
a  year  in  advance  and  all  the  conventions  for 
1937  are  now  already  booked  somewhere.  So 
that  we  get  in  a  year  what  Chicago  gets  in  a 
single  month. 

"  The  convention  bureau  of  the  Boston  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  however,  estimates  conventions 
to  Boston  on  a  broader  definition  than  that 
employed  by  the  hotel  men.  Thus  the  Bureau 
finds — and  has  records  to  prove  its  point — that 
we  had  a  total  of  at  least  two  hundred  conven- 
tions during  1936.  But  the  Bureau's  own  defini- 
tion of  a  convention  is  that  it  consists  of  'a 
group  of  people  coming  from  outside  of  Metro- 
politan Boston,  meeting  in  the  city  and  remaining 
overnight  in  the  hotels.'  In  the  list  furnished 
us  by  the  Bureau,  the  lowest  attendance  given 
for  any  convention  is  fifty  delegates  and  there 
are  only  a  handful  of  these  minimum  gatherings, 
most  of  them  running  up  into  the  several  hundreds 
and  thousands.  The  hotel  men,  it  ought  to  be 
added,  shown  the  Bureau's  list,  scratched  off  a 
batch  of  listings  as  not  falling  into  their  less 
enthusiastic  and  far  more  conservative  view  of 
what  a  convention  really  is. 

"Glen wood  J.  Sherrard,  president  of  the  City 
of  Boston  Hotel  Association,  says  the  present 
set-up  synchronizing  the  work  of  the  hotel  sales 
promotion  departments  with  the  Chamber's 
convention  bureau  is  a  major  advance  oyer  less 
effectual  previous  methods.  A  co-operative  ma- 
chinery is  now  in  process,  he  says,  which  should 
go  a  long  way  towards  bringing  to  Boston  more 
of  the  conventions  that  the  city  should  have 
out  oi  the  national  assortment.  The  Bureau 
also  anticipates  a  boost  in  Boston's  convention 
business  over  previous  years  beginning  in  1937, 
so  that  the  outlook  is  far  brighter  than  it  ever 
has  been.  In  addition,  President  Sherrard  is 
extending  the  effort  to  get  a  convention  fund 
for  Boston  and  the  purveyors,  or  wholesale  food 
establishments,  are  being  asked  to  contribute  to 
this  fund.  According  to  Mr.  Sherrard,  the  hotels 
get  only  20  cents,  or  19  cents,  out  of  the  usual 
convention  dollar.  The  rest  of  it  finds  its  way 
into  the  cash  registers  of  the  food  supply  houses, 
pay  rolls,  restaurants,  retail  stores,  garages  and 
gas  stations,  amusements  and  so  on. 

"The  energy  and  push  with  which  other  cities 
go  after  conventions  is  illustrated  best  by  some- 
thing which  happened  right  under  this  writer's 
eyes  here  in  Boston  when  the  American  Bar 
Association  was  in  town.  Philadelphia  wanted 
that  convention  for  the  succeeding  year,  1937, 
and  the  negotiations  for  it  had  broken  down. 
Mayor  S.  Davis  Wilson  of  Philadelphia  gathered 
an  impressive  entourage  about  him  which  in- 
cluded that  city's  Maurice  Speiser,  two  or  three 
other    high    appointees    and    the    city    solicitor. 


They  boarded  an  overnight  train  and  descended 
upon  the  Boston  convention.  They  treated  it 
like  a  competitive  war  and  they  were  grim  about 
it. 

"Philadelphia's  Mayor  was  ready  to  get  up  and 
make  a  speech,  offer  concessions  to  boom  his 
cause.  They  were  prepared  to  launch  the  most 
distinguished  jurists  of  Philadelphia  on  the  com- 
mittee. Anything  to  bring  the  American  Bar 
to  Philadelphia.  It  happens  that  this  technique 
failed  because  that  is  not  just  the  method  for 
persuading  a  group  like  the  A.  B.  A.  But  that 
sort  of  strenuous  endeavor  while  it  failed  at  this 
point  will  succeed  say  six  times  out  of  ten  and 
that  makes  it  worthwhile.  The  Mayor  of  Phila- 
delphia told  this  writer  that  his  city  gathered  in 
$10,000,000  on  the  Democratic  national  con- 
vention— that's  right — $10,000,000  on  one  con- 
vention alone.  That's  something  to  consider 
when  you  remember  that  Boston  never  in  its 
whole  history  has  had  either  of  the  two  great 
party  conventions. 

"And  it  is  especially  interesting  when  you  con- 
sider that  Philadelphia  took  the  Democratic 
national  convention  right  out  from  under  the  nose 
of  San  Francisco  when  Senator  William  Gibbs 
McAdoo  of  California  seemed  actually  to  have 
the  convention  in  the  bag  for  his  state.  Boston 
wasn't  even  represented.  There  are  several 
amusing  myths  about  what  some  of  the  other 
communities  have  to  offer  conventions,  but 
under  analysis  Boston  has  not  only  what  all  the 
other  communities  have,  and  then  some  even  in 
the  physical  things,  but  it  has  what  the  other 
communities  cannot  even  acquire — it  drips  with 
history,  with  background  and  with  prestige. 
And  the  fact  is  that  the  better  part  of  that  missing 
$62,000,000  is  tied  up  in  just  that  reputation — 
because  it  is  Boston's  background  which  grips 
the  imagination  of  every  man,  woman  and  child 
educated  enough  to  have  read  three  chapters  of 
American  history. 

"If  somebody  says  we're  guessing  when  we  say 
that  we  mention  the  Boston  convention  of  the 
American  Bar  Association  again.  There's  an 
interesting  thing  about  that  which  helps  us  to 
kill  half  a  dozen  birds  without  any  stone.  Chicago 
gets  all  this  enormous  convention  business  be- 
cause Chicago  is  the  nation's  big  city  geographical 
center.  Boston  is  off  on  the  fringe  of  the  Atlantic 
seaboard  and  is  not  so  easily  accessible  from  the 
whole  country.  But  what  happened?  The  in- 
formation we  have  is  that  the  lawyers  flocked  to 
'inaccessible'  Boston  as  they  never  flocked  to 
the  other  cities  in  the  country's  interior.  There 
were  during  the  middle  of  the  convention  4,917 
of  them,  and  still  more  later  on.  Of  these,  mark 
the  figure,  there  were  1,000  women,  200  children 
and  then  250  Massachusetts  women. 

"In  other  cities  this  convention  never  had  as 
many  women,  hardly  that  many  children — as 
we  get  the  statistics.  Now  the  American  Bar 
is  one  of  the  most  desirable  of  all  the  conventions. 
They're  a  solid,  spending  crowd.  They  come 
with  dignity,  stay  with  dignity,  leave  with  dignity, 
and  pay  their  bills.  Well,  what  made  these  women 
and  children — the  wives  and  daughters —  come  to 
Boston,  when  the  years  before  they  remained  at 
home  and  let  papa  go  to  the  convention  by  him- 
self? The  answer  is  that  Boston  provides  every- 
thing from  a  codfish  to  a  Rembrandt,  and  that 
tucked  away  in  every  American's  head  is  an 
imaginative  stir  about  Boston." 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  NORTON,  at 
4  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  January  18,  1937, 
at  2  p.  m. 


CORRECTION. 

In  the  meeting  of  December  15,  1936,  in  the 
second  column  on  page  399,  debate  on  reorganiza- 
tion of  city  departments,  in  the  speech  of  Coun. 
.Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  the  introductory  words 
"Mr.  President,  one  of  the  best  statements  I  have 
heard  upon  this  matter  is  that  read  by  the  member 
from  Ward  17  (Coun.  Wilson), "_  should  read: 
"Mr.  President,  in  my  experience  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  also  in  sitting  as  a  member  of  this  body 
for  one  year,  I  never  heard  an  abler  or  finer  state- 
ment than  that  we  have  heard  from  the  member 
from  Ward  17  (Coun.  Wilson)." 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council- 


Monday,  January  18,  1937. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m., 
Coun.  GALLAGHER  presiding,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  President  Fitzgerald.  Absent,  Coun. 
John    I.    Fitzgerald    and    Shattuck. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — It  is  with  sincere 
regret  that  the  Chair  announces  the  death 
of  one  of  our  colleagues,  Councilor  Richard 
D.  Gleason.  Because  of  that,  no  business 
will  be  transacted  this  afternoon  except  two 
matters  that  we  must  take  up.  due  to  their 
importance,  namely,  the  $40,000,000  tempo- 
rary loan  order  and  the  ordinance  changing 
the  name  of  the  division  in  the  Health  De- 
partment which  would  otherwise  become  ef- 
fective before  our  next  meeting.  The  Chair 
will  now  call  up  No.  2  on  the  calendar,  under 
unfinished    business. 


TEMPORARY     LOAN     FOR      1937. 

No.  2  on  the  calendar,  under  unfinished 
business,    is    as    follows : 

2.  Ordered,  That  to  provide  temporarily 
money  to  meet  the  appropriations  for  the 
financial  year  1937,  the  City  Treasurer  issue 
and  sell,  at  such  time  and- in  such  amounts 
as  he  may  deem  best,  notes  or  certificates 
of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston  not 
exceeding  forty  million  dollars  in  the  total, 
in  anticipation  of  the  taxes  of  the  current 
municipal  year  ;  that  all  such  notes  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  be  dated  the  day  the 
money  for  the  same  is  received,  be  made 
payable  with  the  interest  thereon  within  one 
year  of  their  date,  and  bear  interest  from 
their  date  until  the  same  are  made  payable 
at  such  rate  as  the  City  Auditor,  the  City 
Treasurer    and    the    Mayor    may    determine. 

On  January  4,  Ii937,  the  foregoing  order 
was    read    once    and    passed,    yeas    16,    nays    1. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final 
reading  and  passage,   yeas   18,   nays   0. 


HOUSING    AND     SANITARY     HEALTH 
DIVISION. 

Coun.  WILSON,  for  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances,   submitted    the    following : 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  ordinance 
(submitted  November  23,  Ii936)  amending 
ordinances  concerning  Health  Department — 
that   same   ought   to   pass. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  this  or- 
dinance, very  briefly,  is  to  satisfy  the  Health 
Department,  proposing  a  change  in  the  name 
of  one  of  the  divisions  so  that,  instead  of 
being  the  "Sanitary"  Division,  thereby  be- 
coming confused  with  the  Sanitary  Division 
of  the  Public  Works  Department,  it  may  be 
more  definitely  and  properly  known  as  the 
"Housing    and    Sanitary    Division." 

Report    accepted ;    ordinance    passed. 


RESOLUTIONS      ON      COUNCILOR 
GLEASON'S    DEATH. 

Coun.    DOWD    submitted    the   following: 

Whereas,  Almighty  God,  in  His  infinite 
wisdom,  has  taken  from  this  life  our  friend 
and  colleague,  Richard  D.  Gleason ;  therefore 
be    it 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston, 
in  meeting  assembled,  expresses  its  sincere 
sorrow  that  one  so  young  and  energetic  should 
be  taken  so  suddenly  from  its  midst ;  and 
that  the  services  he  so  cheerfully  and  willingly 
rendered  as  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature  and  Boston  City  Council  have  come 
to   such   an    abrupt   end ;   and  he  it   further 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
offers  its  deep  sympathy  to  the  members  of 
the  family  of  Richard  D.  Gleason,  whose  friend- 
ship for  his  fellowman,  whose  intense  desire 
to  help  those  needing  assistance  and  whose 
generous  and  responsive  heart  and  nature  will 
always    be    held    in    fond    remembrance. 

The  resolutions  were  passed  by  a  unanimous 
rising    vote. 


Adjourned  at  2.26  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
FINLEY,  as  a  further  mark  of  respect  to  the 
memory    of    Coun.    Gleason. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 


Proceedings  of  City  Council- 


Monday,  January  25,  1937. 
Regular   meeting   of   the   City    Council   in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
FITZGERALD    in    the    chair.     Absent,     Coun. 
Wilson. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments: 

Under  date  of  January  16,  1937: 

Weigher  of  Goods:  Andre  Albano,  7  Dix  court, 
Somerville,  Mass. 

Weighers  of  Coal:  John  R.  Healey,  156  Leyden 
street,  East  Boston,  Mass;  Walter  J.  Brennan, 
16  Glendale  street,  Dorchester,  Mass.;  Frank 
Caruso,  48  Alexander  avenue,  Medford,  Mass.; 
John  Pillow,  916  East  Fourth  street,  South  Boston, 
Mass. 

Under  date  of  January  25,  1937: 

Weigher  of  Coal:  Donald  H.  MacLellan,  211 
Gardner  street,  West  Roxbury,  Mass. 

Weigher  of  Goods:  Charles  V.  Hurley,  561  Sixth 
street,  South  Boston,  Mass. 

Constables:  Asher  E.  Horowitz  of  62  Elm  Hill 
avenue,  Ward  12,  term  ending  April  30,  1937, 
authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  bond. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


VETO  OF  ORDINANCE  CHANGING  COUN- 
CIL  ATTACHE   SALARIES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  13,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved  and 
without  my  signature  the  proposed  ordinance 
adopted  by  your  Honorable  Body  on  December  28, 
1936,  purporting  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  second 
assistant  city  messenger  from  $2,750  yearly  to 
$2,250  and  to  increase  the  salaries  of  two  steno- 
grapher-clerks from  $2,000  to  $2,250. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  a  legal  question  has 
arisen  as  to  the  right  of  your  Honorable  Body  to 
appoint  or  elect  a  City  Messenger  the  solution  of 
which  may  also  involve  the  right  to  appoint  or 
elect  a  second  assistant  city  messenger,  I  am 
constrained  to  veto  the  ordinance. 

If  the  court  shall  determine  that  your  Honorable 
Body  was  within  its  rights  in  this  matter  a  similar 
proposed  ordinance  may  be  presented  to  me  again 
and  I  will  be  glad  to  consider  it. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


PROPOSED    NEW   POST   OFFICE   IN   EAST 
BOSTON. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  16,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— On  August  31,  1936,  I  sent  to  your 
Honorable  Body  a  communication  relative  to  the 
proposed  erection  of  a  new  United  States  Post 
Office  Building  in  East  Boston  on  a  lot  of  land 
extending  from  Havre  street  in  the  rear  to  Paris 
and  Meridian  streets  on  the  front.  On  part  of 
this  lot  old  Police  Station  7  stands.  This  station 
is  now  abandoned  and  is  used  by  the  Lieut.  Law- 
rence J.  Flaherty  Post  No.  30  of  the  American 
Legion. 

I  have  been  informed  that  Federal  agents  have 
expressed  the  opinion  recently  that  unless  this 
site  may  be  had  very  soon  the  offer  of  the  United 
States  Government  will  be  withdrawn. 

The  only  obstacle  to  this  proposal,  I  think, 
was  the  fact  that  the  legion  post  would  necessarily 
be  ousted. 

I  write  now  to  inform  you  that  Public  Buildings 
Commissioner  Hall  has  stated  that  he  can  pro- 


vide suitable  quarters  which  will  be  in  every  way 
satisfactory  to  the  Post  in  the  old  Tunnel  Admin- 
istration Building  in  East  Boston  which  will  be 
repaired  and  put  into  good  condition  for  occu- 
pancy and  probably  will  be  more  suitable  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Post  than  the  old  police  station. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  earnestly  urge  the 
adoption  of  the  order  so  that  East  Boston  may 
not   lose  this   chance  to   have   a   new   post   office 
which  is  very  badly  needed  in  that  section. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


•    STOP   SIGN,   SEAVER   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  16,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  December  7,  1936,  concerning  the 
installation  of  a  "Stop"  sign  at  the  end  of  Seaver. 
street,  entering  Erie  street,  Dorchester. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  January  15,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  the  honor  to  ac- 
knowledge receipt  of  Council  order  dated  Decem- 
ber 7,  1936,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
a  "Stop"  sign  at  the  end  of  Seaver  street,  enter- 
ing Erie  street,  Dorchester,  for  the  safety  and 
protection  of  pedestrians." 

The  intersection  of  Erie  street  and  Seaver  street 
is  a  "T"  intersection,  that  is,  Seaver  street  ends 
at  Erie  street  and  does  not  cross  it. 

The  records  in  this  office  show  that  from  Janu- 
ary 1,  1927,  to  the  present,  a  period  longer  than 
ten  years,  four  motor  vehicle  accidents  involving 
personal  injury  have  occurred  at  this  intersection. 
None  of  these  resulted  in  a  fatality. 

It  is  our  experience,  and  we  are  advised  that 
it  is  the  experience  of  traffic  authorities  through- 
out the  country,  that  "Stop"  signs  do  not  reduce 
accident  hazards  in  urban  areas.  It  is  generally 
agreed  that  the  reason  for  the  lack  of  success  of 
these  signs  is  that  motorists  using  the  street, 
other  than  the  one  in  which  the  "Stop"  sign  is 
erected,  become  aware  of  its  presence  and  assume 
that  all  vehicles  entering  the  intersection  from  the 
signed  street  will  obey  the  sign  and  stop  before 
entering.  Observations  prove,  however,  that  no 
more  than  25  per  cent  of  motorists  obey  these 
signs  in  city  streets.  The  result  is,  therefore, 
that  when  accidents  occur,  they  are  much  more 
serious  after  than  those  which  occurred  before 
the  erection  of  the  "Stop"  sign. 

It  is   the   opinion   of    our   engineers,   therefore, 

that  the  installation  of  the  sign  requested  in  the 

Council  order  would  perhaps  increase,  rather  than 

decrease,  whatever  hazard  exists  at  this  location. 

Respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


FINANCING     NEW    COURT    HOUSE    AND 
COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE  UNDER- 
PASS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  22,  1937. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  "Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  order  to  simplify  arrangements 
for  financing  the  construction  of  the  new  court 
house  building  in  Pemberton  square,  I  have,  as 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  petitioned  the  Legis- 
lature for  the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing 
the  temporary  borrowing,  outside  of  the  statutory 
debt  limit,  by  the  City  of  Boston,  in  anticipation 
of  certain  receipts  from  the  Commonwealth  and 
from  the  Federal  Government,  to  meet  the  costs 
incurred  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  474  of 
the  Acts  of  1935,  which  chapter  provides  for  the 
construction  of  certain  additional  accommodations 
and  facilities  for  the  courts  and  other  officials  of 
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the  County  of  Suffolk.  This  petition  seeks  legis- 
lation to  simplify  arrangements  for  financing  the 
new  court  house  by  allowing  the  advance  of  money 
by  the  city  to  the  Court  House  Commission,  in 
anticipation  of  the  reimbursement  of  the  city  by 
the  Commonwealth  and  the  Federal  Government 
so  as  to  avoid  delays  which  otherwise  might  arise 
by  reason  of  delay  on  the  part  of  Federal  authorities 
or  the  Commonwealth  in  making  available  to  the 
commission  funds  which  they  are  respectively  to 
provide  therefor. 

I  have  also  petitioned  the  Legislature  for  the 
enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the  borrowing 
outside  of  the  statutory  debt  limit  by  the  City  of 
Boston  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  an  under- 
pass in  Commonwealth  avenue  at  or  near  its  inter- 
section with  Massachusetts  avenue  in  the  City  of 
Boston.  The  enactment  of  this  legislation  will 
make  possible  the  affording  of  traffic  relief  at  one 
of  the  busiest  intersections  in  the  city. 

For  your  information  a  copy  of  the  bill  accom- 
panying each  of  said  petitions  is  herewith  inclosed. 

Joint  Rule  7B  of  the  Joint  Rules  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  Legislature  requires  that  a  petition 
for  legislation  to  authorize  a  city  to  borrow  money 
Outside  of  the  debt  limit  shall  be  approved  by  the 
Mayor  and  the  City  Council  of  said  city  before 
it  may  be  considered  by  the  Legislature  at  the 
session  during  which  such  petition  is  filed.  I, 
therefore,  respectfully  request  that  your  Honor- 
able Body  pass  resolutions  in  the  form  inclosed, 
approving  the  enactment  of  the  legislation  so 
petitioned  for. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Authorizing    Temporary    Borrowing    by    the 
City  of  Boston  in  Anticipation  of  Cer- 
tain   Receipts    from    the    Commonwealth 
and    from   the    Federal    Government   to 
Meet    the    Costs    of    Providing    Certain 
Additional    Accommodations    and    Facili- 
ties for  the  Courts  and  Other  Officials 
in  the  County  of  Suffolk. 
Whereas,    The    deferred    operation    of    this   act 
would  tend  to  defeat  its  purpose,  therefore  it  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  an  emergency  law,  necessary 
for  the  immediate  preservation  of  the  public  safety 
and  convenience. 

For  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  cost  of  the  addi- 
tional court  house  accommodations  and  facilities 
including  furnishings  and  equipment  authorized 
by  the  provisions  of  chapter  four  hundred  and 
seventy-four  of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and 
thirty-five,  and  in  anticipation  of  the  receipt  by  the 
commission  established  by  section  one  of  said 
chapter  of  the  proceeds  of  such  funds  as  shall  have 
been  allotted,  or  of  any  grant  approved,  by  the 
federal  government,  to  the  commission  under  any 
agreement  with  the  federal  government  relating 
thereto,  the  city  of  Boston  may,  from  time  to  time. 
at  the  request  of  the  commission,  place  at  its  dis- 
posal such  funds  as  may  be  needed  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  the  amount  of  the  allotment  or 
grant  as  shown  by  such  agreement,  and  for  this 
purpose  the  treasurer  of  said  city,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  mayor  of  said  city,  may  incur  debt, 
outside  the  debt  limit,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
in  the  aggregate  such  sums  as  shall  have  been  so 
allotted,  or  the  amount  of  the  grant  that  shall  have 
been  so  approved,  by  the  federal  government,  under 
such  agreement,  and  may  issue  notes  therefor 
payable  in  not  exceeding  one  year  from  their  dates; 
and  the  proceeds  of  such  allotment  or  of  such 
grant,  as  far  as  necessary,  shall  be  applied  by  said 
commission  to  repay  to  said  city  such  sums  as  shall 
have  been  placed  at  its  disposal,  under  the  provi- 
sions hereof,  which  sums  when  so  repaid  to  said 
city,  so  far  as  necessary,  shall  be  applied  to  the 
discharge  of  the  loan;  and  in  anticipation  of  the 
receipt  by  the  commission  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
commonwealth's  share  of  the  expenditures  au- 
thorized therefor  by  said  chapter  the  city  of 
Boston  may,  from  time  to  time,  at  the  request  of 
the  commission,  also  place  at  the  disposal  of  the 
commission  such  funds  as  may  be  needed  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  the  amount  of  the  common- 
wealth's share  of  the  expenditures  so  authorized, 
and  for  this  purpose  the  treasurer  of  said  city,  with 
the  approval  of  the  mayor  of  said  city,  may  incur 
debt,  outside  the  debt  limit,  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  in  the  aggregate  the  amount  of  the 
commonwealth's  share  of  the  expenditures  so 
authorized,  and  may  issue  notes  therefor  payable 
in  not  exceeding  one  year  from  their  dates;  and  the 
proceeds  of  the  commonwealth's  share  of  such 
expenditures,  so  far  as  necessary,  shall  be  applied 


by  said  commission  to  repay  to  said  city  such  sums 
as  shall  have  been  so  placed  at  its  disposal,  under 
the  provisions  hereof,  which  sums  when  so  repaid 
to  said  city,  so  far  as  necessary,  shall  be  applied  to 
the  discharge  of  the  loan. 

To  Provide  for  the  Construction  of  an 
Underpass  in  Commonwealth  Avenue  at 
or  Near  its  Intersection  with  Massa- 
chusetts Avenue  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Subject  to  the  provisions  contained  in  section 
five  of  this  act  the  city  of  Boston,  hereinafter 
called  the  city,  acting  through  the  transit  depart- 
ment of  said  city,  hereinafter  called  the  department, 
is  hereby  authorized  to  construct  an  underpass 
for  vehicular  traffic  in  Commonwealth  avenue  at 
or  near  its  intersection  with  Massachusetts  avenue 
in  said  city,  with  such  connecting  roadways  and 
alterations  to  existing  roadways  and  parkways  in 
said  city  as  the  department  may  deem  necessary 
and  to  make  necessary  alterations  to  street  railway 
tracks. 

Section  2.  For  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  the  department  may  use 
public  lands,  ways  and  parkways  without  com- 
pensation therefor,  and  may  take  by  eminent 
domain  under  chapter  seventy-nine  of  the  General 
Laws,  or  acquire  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  for 
and  on  behalf  of  the  city,  lands  in  fee,  and  ease- 
ments, estates  and  rights  in  land;  and  such  taking 
in  fee  or  otherwise  may  be  made  whether  the  lands 
taken  or  otherwise  affected  are  held  under  or  by 
title  derived  through  eminent  domain  or  other- 
wise, and  may  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  provid- 
ing locations  for  pipes,  wires,  conduits  and  other 
structures,  the  relocation  of  which  is  made  neces- 
sary or  expedient  by  the  construction  of  the  under- 
pass authorized  by  this  act.  Any  person  sustaining 
damage  by  reason  of  property  or  rights  in  property 
taken  under  authority  of  this  act,  except  public 
lands,  ways  or  parkways  which  may  be  taken  and 
used  without  compensation  as  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided, shall  be  entitled  to  recover  the  same  from 
the  city  under  said  chapter  seventy-nine.  The 
members  of  the  department  shall  not  be  liable 
personally  for  any  such  damage. 

Section  3.  To  meet  the  cost  to  the  city  of 
the  underpass,  which  shall  include  all  expenses  of 
the  city  incurred  in  constructing  the  same  and  all 
connecting  roadways,  and  alterations  to  existing 
parkways  and  roadways,  and  all  land  damages, 
expenses  of  the  department  such  proportions  of  the 
salaries  of  the  department  as  may,  in  its  opinion, 
be  properly  chargeable  thereto  and  all  interest 
accruing  prior  to  the  use  of  the  said  underpass, 
the  treasurer  of  said  city,  with  the  approval  of 
the  mayor  of  said  city,  may,  from  time  to  time, 
issue  and  sell  at  public  or  private  sale  bonds  of  the 
city  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  provide  funds  for 
the  payment  of  said  cost  to  an  amount  not  exceed- 
ing the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
which  bonds  shall  bear  on  their  face  the  words, 
"City  of  Boston,  Commonwealth  Avenue  Under- 
pass Loan,  Act  of  1937."  Each  authorized  issue 
shall  constitute  a  separate  loan,  and  such  loan 
shall  be  payable  in  not  more  than  ten  years  from 
their  dates.  Debt  incurred  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act  shall  not  be  considered  in  determining 
the  statutory  limit  of  indebtedness  of  the  city. 

Section  4.  The  department  may  order  the 
temporary  removal  or  relocation  of  any  surface 
tracks,  and  the  temporary  or  permanent  removal 
or  relocation  of  any  conduits,  pipes,  wires,  poles  or 
other  property  located  in  public  ways  or  places, 
which  it  deems  to  interfere  with  the  laying-out 
or  construction  of  the  underpass  authorized  by 
this  act,  and  shall  grant  new  locations  for  any 
such  structures  so  removed  or  relocated.  Such 
orders,  to  the  extent  specified  therein,  shall  be 
deemed  a  revocation  of  the  right  or  license  to 
maintain  such  tracks,  pipes,  conduits,  wires,  poles 
or  other  property  in  such  public  ways  or  places, 
and  the  owner  of  any  such  structures  in  public 
ways  or  lands  shall  comply  with  such  orders  with- 
out expense  to  the  city.  If  any  owner  shall  fail 
to  comply  with  the  order  of  the  department  within 
a  reasonable  time,  to  be  fixed  in  the  order,  the 
department  may  discontinue  and  remove  such 
tracks,  conduits,  pipes,  wires,  poles  or  other 
property,  and  may  relocate  the  same,  and  the  cost 
of  such  discontinuance,  removal  or  relocation  shall 
be  repaid  to  the  city  by  the  owner.  No  such  dis- 
continuance, removal  or  relocation  shall  entitle 
the  owner  of  the  property  thus  affected  to  any 
damages  on  account  thereof.  Any  gas  or  electric 
lighting  company  shall  shut  off  the  gas  or  current 
from   any   pipes   or   wires   affected   by   any   acts 
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done  hereunder,  so  far  and  for  such  time  as  may 
be  necessary  to  prevent  the  escape  or  explosion 
of  gas,  or  other  public  danger.  Said  underpass, 
when  completed,  shall  be  under  the  control  of  the 
park  department  of  said  city. 

Section  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  only 
upon  its  acceptance  by  the  City  Council  of  the 
city  of  Boston  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
charter  of  said  city  and  upon  the  proper  federal 
authorities  having  approved  a  works  progress 
administration  project  for  the  construction  of  the 
underpass  hereby  authorized,  or  having  made  or 
approved  an  allotment,  allocation  or  grant  of 
federal  funds  therefor  under  the  joint  resolution 
of  Congress  known  as  the  emergency  relief  appro- 
priation act  of  1935  or  under  any  act  or  joint 
resolution  of  Congress  enacted  during  nineteen 
hundred  and  ,  thirty-six  or  nineteen  hundred  and 
thirty-seven,  authorizing  the  expenditure  or  use 
of  federal  money  for  public  projects,  and  such 
allotment,  allocation  or  grant  of  federal  funds 
being  of  an  amount  approved  by  said  mayor. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legislation 
authorizing  the  temporary  borrowing  outside  the 
statutory  debt  limit  by  the  City  of  Boston,  in  anti- 
cipation of  certain  receipts  from  the  Common- 
wealth and  from  the  Federal  Government,  to  meet 
the  cost  of  providing  certain  additional  accommo- 
dations and  facilities  for  the  courts  and  other 
officials  of  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legislation 
authorizing  the  borrowing  outside  of  the  statutory 
debt  limit  by  the  City  of  Boston  to  provide  for  the 
construction  of  an  underpass  in  Commonwealth 
avenue  at  or  near  its  intersection  with  Massa- 
chusetts avenue  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


INFORMATION        FROM        DEPARTMENT 
HEADS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  14,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — With  reference  to  your  order  of 
January  4,  1937,  relative  to  certain  information 
which  you  require  in  your  study  of  departmental 
reorganization,  all  department  heads  have  been 
directed  through  the  inclosed  circular  letter  to 
furnish  this  information  which  I  will  be  pleased  to 
transmit  to  your  Honorable  Body  immediately 
upon  receipt. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  6,  1937. 
To  All  Heads  of  Departments. 

Gentlemen, — The  following  information  is  re- 
quested with  regard  to  your  department: 

1.     Internal  Departmental  Organization. 
Description   of   manner   in   which   departmental 
duties  are  separated,  between  divisions  or  other- 
wise, and  names  of  divisions,  if  any. 

2.     Kind  and  Volume  of  Work. 
Please  express  this  in  sufficient  detail  to  give  an 
adequate   description    by    divisions,    or    by    other 
method  of  separating  departmental  duties. 

3.     Personnel. 

By  division  or  other  internal  separation.  Give 
total  number  of  permanent  and  of  temporary  em- 
ployees as  of  June  1  for  each  of  the  past  five  years. 
If  temporary  personnel  fluctuates  greatly  during 
the  year,  please  tabulate  bv  months  for  1935  and 
1936. 

4.     City  Property. 

(Other  than  current  supplies  and  office  equip- 
ment and  the  like.)  Give  location  and  descrip- 
tion of  such  city  property  held  or  maintained  by 
the  department  on  January  1,   1937. 

5.     General. 
Brief  history  of  the  department  under  present 
charter.     Brief  history  of  more  important  depart- 


mental changes  since  1909,  and  any  statutes  rele- 
vant to  the  functions  of  your  department  not  listed 
in  the  1936  Municipal  Register. 

Please  forward  detailed  information  in  triplicate 
to  this  office  at  your  earliest  convenience. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Frederick  W-  Mansfield,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 

WELD   STREET   BUS   SERVICE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  25,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  relative  to  your  order  of  Janu- 
ary 4,  1937,  concerning  the  extension  of  the  service 
on  the  Weld  street,  West  Roxbury  bus  line,  so  as 
to  include  Pomfret  street,  Corey  street,  Centre 
street  and  Maple  street  to  Weld  street. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  ■ 

January  22,  1937. 
Mr.  John  F.  Gilmore,  Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  letter  of  January  7, 
with  order  of  the  City  Council,  requesting  the 
extension  of  service  now  given  on  the  Weld  street, 
West  Roxbury,  motor  coach  line,  so  as  to  include 
Pomfret,  Corey,  Centre  and  Maple  streets  to  Weld 
street.  The  service  in  question  has  been  recently 
established  and  is  now  operated  between  Roslindale 
and  Maple  street  via  Weld  street.  It  is  operated 
in  a  territory  previously  without  service  and  is  in 
an  experimental  stage.  We  have  received  other 
requests  for  extension  of  the  service  but  pending 
further  study  of  the  situation  and  experience  with 
the  line  as  now  operated,  it  would  be  inadvisable 
to  extend  the  service  beyond  its  present  terminus. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Edward  Dana, 
President  and  General  Manager. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRANSFER  OF  CONTROL  OF  CERTAIN 

INTERSECTIONS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  25,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  inclose  herewith  two  orders  by 
which  the  City  Council  may  empower  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  to  transfer  to  the  Metro- 
politan District  Commission  for  care  and  control 
two  intersections,  one  at  Soldiers  Field  road  and 
North  Beacon  street  and  the  other  at  Market 
street,  Western  avenue  and  Soldiers  Field  road.  I 
am  also  inclosing  a  letter  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  recommending  this 
transfer  in  order  to  save  the  city  the  expense  of 
installing  the  necessary  traffic  signals  at  these 
intersections.  For  this  reason  I  respectfully  urge 
the  adoption  of  these  two  orders. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Street  Laying-Out  Department, 

January  15,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Your   Honor, — Inclosed   please  find  two   orders 
by   which    the    City    Council    may    empower    the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  to  transfer  to  the 
Metropolitan    District   Commission   for    care   and 
control    two   intersections,    one   at   Soldiers   Field 
road  and   North   Beacon  street  and  the  other  at 
Market  street,  Western  avenue  and  Soldiers  Field 
road. 

Automobile  traffic  at  both  of  these  intersections 
is  very  heavy,  and  the  Metropolitan  District  Com- 
mission, which  has  jurisdiction  over  Soldiers  Field 
road,  desires  to  install  traffic  lights  at  both  loca- 
tions. This  is  an  expense  which  the  City  of 
Boston  is  not  prepared  to  undertake  at  the  present 
time,  and  it  seems  advisable  to  permit  the  Metro- 
politan District  Commission  to  make  this  improve- 
ment which  will  accrue  to  the  benefit  of  the  City 
.  of  Boston, 
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This  transfer  will  be  made  by  virtue  of  section  87, 
chapter  92  of  the  General  Laws,  and  will  impose 
upon  the  M.  D.  C,  the  entire  responsibility  for 
maintaining  and  repairing  the  transferred  area  and 
also  will  require  the  M.  D.  C.  to  assume  the  liability 
for  damage  to  persons  or  property  from  any  defects 
therein. 

I  inclose  also  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  the 
Corporation  Counsel  approving  this  form  of 
procedure. 

If,  and  as  soon  as  the  City  Council  orders  are 
passed  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  will 
execute  an  agreement  with  the  Metropolitan  Dis- 
trict Commission,  as  approved  in  form  by  the 
Corporation  Counsel. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Owen  A.  Gallagher,  Chairman. 

Whereas,  The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
acting  through  the  Metropolitan  District  Com- 
mission, is  desirous  of  obtaining  the  care,  custody 
and  control,  including  police  protection,  of  a 
certain  parcel  of  land,  being  a  portion  of  North 
Beacon  street  in  that  part  of  Boston  called 
Brighton,  which  was  relocated  by  a  resolve  and 
order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  approved  August  22,  1921,  and 
recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  4315,  page 
444;  and 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
of  the  City  of  Boston  considers  it  to  be  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  place  the 
said  premises  in  the  care,  custody  and  control, 
including  police  protection  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  acting  by  and  through 
its  Metropolitan  District  Commission;  now, 
therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners of  the  City  of  Boston,  with  the  approval  of 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  author- 
ized  to  transfer  the  care,  custody  and  control, 
including  police  protection,  of  the  premises  herein- 
after mentioned,  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, acting  through  its  Metropolitan  District 
Commission,  for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years, 
by  an  instrument  in  writing,  satisfactory  in  form 
to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
wherein  the  said  City  of  Boston  reserves  the  right 
to  enter  upon  the  said  premises  hereinafter  men- 
tioned for  the  purpose  of  maintaining,  repairing, 
constructing  and  reconstructing  all  its  sewer  pipes 
and  water  pipes  now  located  within  the  said  prem- 
ises, and  wherein  the  Commonwealth  of  IVIassa- 
chusetts,  by  its  Metropolitan  District  Commission, 
agrees  to  hold  the  City  of  Boston  harmless  from 
all  liability  and  damage  on  account  of  any  damage 
or  injury  to  persons  or  property  within  or  upon 
the  premises  hereinafter  mentioned.  The  said 
premises  are  situated  in  that  part  of  Boston  called 
Brighton  and  are  a  portion  of  North  Beacon  street, 
bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Northeasterly  by  the  northeasterly  line  of  said 
North  Beacon  street  by  five  measurements,  four 
hundred  forty-eight  and  70-100  feet,  twenty-seven 
and  90-100  feet,  one  hundred  twenty-seven  and 
49-100  feet,  eighty-eight  and  80-100  feet,  forty 
and  50-100  feet,  respectively;  southwesterly  by 
the  southwesterly  line  of  said  North  Beacon  street 
by  two  measurements,  four  hundred  fifty-seven 
and  52-100  feet  and  two  hundred  sixty-six  and 
65-100  feet,  respectively;  southeasterly  by  a 
portion  of  said  North  Beacon  street,  sixty  feet, 
containing  about  38,600  square  feet  of  laud,  more 
or  less. 

The  above  described  premises  are  shown  on  a 
plan  marked  "Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Metropolitan  District  Commission,  Parks  Divi- 
sion, Charles  River  Reservation,  Boston,  Brighton 
District,  Plan  of  a  Portion  of  North  Beacon  Street 
to  be  Transferred  by  the  City  of  Boston  to  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Scale  1" — 40', 
May  10,  1934,  Benjamin  R.  Davis,  Director  of 
Park  Engineering." 

Whereas,  The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
acting  through  the  Metropolitan  District  Com- 
mission, is  desirous  of  obtaining  the  care,  custody 
and  control,  including  police  protection,  of  a 
certain  parcel  of  land  being  a  portion  of  Western 
avenue  in  that  part  of  Boston  called  Brighton, 
which  came  in  as  a  public  street  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton upon  the  annexation  of  the  town  of  Brighton 
to  said  city  of  Boston;  and 

Whereas,  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
of  the  City  of  Boston  considers  it  to  be  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  place  the 


said  premises  in  the  care,  custody  and  control, 
including  police  protection,  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  acting  by  and  through 
its  Metropolitan  District  Commission;  now, 
therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners of  the  City  of  Boston,  with  the  approval 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be,  and  it  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  transfer  the  care,  custody  and  con- 
trol, including  police  protection,  of  the  premises 
hereinafter  mentioned  to  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  acting  through  its  Metropolitan 
District  Commission  for  a  period  of  twenty-five 
years  by  an  instrument  in  writing,  satisfactory 
in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  wherein  said  City  of  Boston  reserves  the 
right  to  enter  upon  the  said  premises  hereinafter 
mentioned  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining,  repair- 
ing, constructing  and  reconstructing  all  its  sewer 
pipes  and  water  pipes  now  located  within  the 
said  premises  and  wherein  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  by  its  Metropolitan  District 
Commission  agrees  to  hold  the  City  of  Boston 
harmless  from  all  liability  for  damage  on  account 
of  any  damage  or  injury  to  persons  or  property 
within  or  upon  the  premises  hereinafter  mentioned. 
Said  premises  are  situate  in  that  part  of  Boston 
called  Brighton  and  are  a  portion  of  Western 
avenue,  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Northerly  by  the  northerly  line  of  Western 
avenue,  by  three  measurements,  forty-seven  and 
30-100  feet,  sixty-one  feet  and  ninety  and  26-100 
feet,  respectively;  easterly  by  land  supposed  to 
belong  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
eight  and  90-100  feet;  northerly  again  by  the 
northerly  line  of  Western  avenue,  by  two  meas- 
urements, forty-six  feet  and  one  hundred  eighty 
and  67-100  feet,  respectively;  westerly  by  a  por- 
tion of  said  Western  avenue,  forty-seven  and 
16-100  feet;  southerly  by  the  southerly  line  of 
Western  avenue,  by  two  measurements,  one  hun- 
dred forty-three  and  56-100  feet  and  twenty- 
two  and  13-100  feet,  respectively;  westerly  by 
land  supposed  to  belong  now  or  formerly  to  the 
Butchers'  Melting  and  Slaughtering  Association, 
eleven  and  63-100  feet;  southerly  again  by  the 
southerly  line  of  Western  avenue,  by  two  meas- 
urements, two  hundred  twenty-two  and  12-100 
feet  and  eighty-seven  and  32-100  feet,  respectively; 
easterly  by  a  portion  of  said  Western  avenue, 
fifty-seven  and  81-100  feet,  containing  21,930 
square  feet  of  land,  more  or  less. 

The  above  described  premises  are  shown  on  a 
plan  marked  "Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Metropolitan  District  Commission,  Parks  Divi- 
sion, Charles  River  Reservation,  Boston.  Brighton 
District.  Plan  of  Portion  of  Western  Avenue  to 
be  Transferred  by  the  City  of  Boston  to  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  Scale  1" — 40', 
May  6,  1936.  Benjamin  R.  Davis.  Chairman,  Park 
Engineering." 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNALS,   WARDS    16   AND    17. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  25,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner  relative  to 
your  order  of  January  11,  1937,  concerning  the 
provision  of  suitable  automatic  traffic  signals  at 
the  intersection  of  Ashmont  street  and  Dorchester 
avenue,  on  the  dividing  line  of  Wards  16  and  17. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  January  23,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  Council  order,  dated  January  11,  1937, 
which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
provide  suitable  automatic  traffic  signals  at  the 
intersection  of  Ashmont  street  and  Dorchester 
avenue,  on  the  dividing  line  of  Wards  16  and  17." 

The  intersection  of  Ashmont  street  and  Dor- 
chester avenue  is  one  portion  of  the  large  inter- 
section of  Ashmont  street,  Dorchester  avenue  and 
Talbot  avenue  (Peabody  square).  It  is  our 
understanding   that  the  condition  which  prompts 
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the  request  for  a  traffic  signal  at  this  location  is 
the  hazard  to  pedestrians  crossing  Dorchester 
avenue  to  and  from  the  Ashmont  Rapid  Transit 
Station. 

The  volume  of  cross  traffic  in  Ashmont  street 
would  not  warrant  the  installation  of  a  "Stop- 
and-Go"  signal,  so  that  the  only  type  of  signal 
which  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public 
Works  would  countenance  would  be  a  signal  which 
would  operate  normally  with  flashing  green  indica- 
tions for  Dorchester  avenue,  flashing  red  indication 
forcing  motorists  entering  the  intersection  from 
Ashmont  street  to  stop  before  entering  and  a 
pedestrian  push  button  feature. 

There  are  no  funds  available  at  present  for  the 
installation  of  a  signal  at  this  location. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz. : 

Claims. 

Frederick  C.  Adams,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  1050  Adams  street,  caused  by 
fire  apparatus. 

Sarah  Elizabeth  Brown,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Berkeley 
street. 

Jacob  Bychman,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Capt.  Richard  G.  Cobb,  for  refund  on  ferry 
tickets. 

Annie  Cormier,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Court  and  Wash- 
ington streets. 

Oscar  A.  David,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

First  National  Bank  of  Boston,  for  refund  on 
refuse  tickets. 

Francis  Garrity,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  33  Winslow  street, 
Roxbury. 

Jack  Getman,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

George  H.  Gunderson,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  445 
Main  street,  Charlestown. 

Albert  Hyde,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Jadwiga  Karolczan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Kenney  Brothers  Company,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

Mrs.  Marder,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Hugh  C.  McGrath,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Vincent  W.  McTigue,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  by  explosion  of  sodium  phosphate  by 
firemen. 

Frances  Milontaler,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Mulvaney  Pharmacy,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

New  England  News  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  truck  by  city  truck. 

Ruth  E.  O'Neil,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Municipal  Building, 
Roslindale. 

Otisfield  Grande  Hall,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

Anthony  Pilato,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  5  Cooper  street,  caused  by  being 
drenched  with  water  by  Fire  Department. 

Ruth  W.  Sanford,  to  be  reimbursed  for  loss  of 
false  teeth  at  City  Hospital. 

William  L.  Shriberg,  for  rebate  on  second-hand  ■ 
dealer's  license. 

James  J.  Slattery,  Jr.,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Municipal 
Building,  Charlestown. 

Standard  Maintenance  Company,  Inc.,  to  be 
reimbursed  for  typewriter  rented  to  Registry 
Department. 

Margaret  E.  Sullivan,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Washington  street. 

Pellegrino  Vitale,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Henry  F.  Waas,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Josephine  Warmingham,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  345  Wash- 
ington street. 

Jennie  Weinstein,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  1222  Blue  Hill 
avenue. 

Edward  E.  Whiting,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  car  of  School  Building  Depart- 
ment. 


Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 
Petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  to  operate 
motor  vehicles  between  Sullivan  Square  Terminal 
and  the  Boston-Everett  line  at  Alford  street,  over 
Alford  street,  to  be  operated  only  between  hours  of 
12  midnight  and  6  a.  m. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Mary  W.  Boudreau,  to  be  paid 
annuity  on  account  of  death  of  her  husband, 
Louis  H.  Boudreau,  late  member  of  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz. : 

D.  J.  J.  Archon,  John  J.  Williams  Hall,  Janu- 
ary 17. 

Mildred  C.  Sacco,  East  Boston  High  School, 
February  5. 

Lester  P.  Gould,  Whitton  Hall,  January  22. 


SIDEWALK   ASSESSMENTS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  together  with  orders 
assessing  half  cost  of  constructing  sidewalks  in 
front  of  estates  bordering  on  following  streets,  viz.: 

Half-Cost. 

Hyde  Park  avenue,  Ward  18 $3,943  74 

La  Grange  street,  Ward  20 6,093  63 

La  Grange  street,  Ward  20 2,293  16 

La  Grange  street,  Ward  20 5,657  27 

Old  Colony  avenue,  Wards  6  and  7 7,393  15 

Savin  Hill  avenue,  Ward  13 2,579  23 

Vermont  street,  Ward  20 302  75 

Walk  Hill  streets,  Wards  14,  18  and  19,  5,391  98 

The  orders  were  severally  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 


APPOINTMENT    OF    WILLIAM    H.    ELLIS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  appoint- 
ment of  William  H.  Ellis  of  479  Meridian  street, 
East  Boston,  as  member  of  Board  of  Appeal  of 
City  of  Boston  for  term  ending  in  1938,  to  fill 
vacancy  caused  by  death  of  Joseph  A.  Tomasello. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPORT    OF    FINANCE    COMMISSION    ON 
SOUTH   BOSTON   GYMNASIUM   SITE. 
The  following  was  received: 

Boston,  January  18,  1937. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  been  directed  to  send  to  the 
City  Council  a  copy  of  a  report  addressed  to  the 
mayor  under  date  of  January  6,  1937,  in  regard  to 
possible  purchase  by  the  city  of  property  located 
at  No.  540  Broadway,  South  Boston,  as  a  site  for 
a  municipal  gymnasium,  a  matter  which  may 
come  before  the  Council  at  some  future  time. 
Yours  very  truly, 
Robert  JE.  Cunniff,  Secretary. 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  January  6,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Honorable  Sir, — Three  civic  organizations  of 
South  Boston  have  filed  protest  with  the  Finance 
Commission  against  the  possibility  of  the  pur- 
chase by  the  city  of  the  property  located  at  No. 
540  Broadway,  South  Boston,  as  a  site  for  a 
municipal  gymnasium.  The  protesting  organiza- 
tions are  the  South  Boston  Women's  Civic  Club, 
the  United  Associates  of  South  Boston  and  the 
Monday  Evening  Club. 

The  protest  of  these  organizations  quoted  your 
speech  at  a  children's  party  in  South  Boston  a 
fortnight  ago  at  which  you  announced  that  you 
proposed  to  buy  the  parcel  in  question  and  erect 
thereon  a  combination  public  gymnasium  and 
legion  post  headquarters. 

The  objections  raised  to  the  selection  of  this 
new  site  and  the  development  of  the  project  as 
announced  by  you  are  threefold: 

1.  The  section  of  South  Boston  nearer  the 
City  Proper  is  in  greater  need  of  this  gymnasium. 
There  are  no  public  facilities  in  that  portion  of 
South  Boston  now,  and  at  the  other  end  of  South 
Boston,  where  you  proposed  to  erect  a  building, 
there  has  been  much  more  consideration  shown  by 
.  the  city  government. 
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CITY    UOUNOIL. 


2.  Fifteen  years  ago  the  city  bought  a  gymna- 
sium site  in  the  section  nearest  the  City  Proper 
and  has  spent  $43,500  on  it  without  yet  providing 
a  gymnasium. 

3.  There  is  objection  to  linking  the  construc- 
tion at  public  expense  of  a  legion  post  headquarters 
and  a  legion  dance  hall  with  a  public  gymnasium. 

To  include  in  the  plans  for  this  new  building 
provision  for  these  facilities  for  a  legion  post 
would  set  a  new  precedent.  Many  legion  posts  in 
Boston  and  elsewhere  now  finance  their  own 
headquarters. 

The  Finance  Commission  is  aware  that  you 
have  not  yet  requested  the  City  Council  to  make 
the  authorizing  appropriation. 

The  commission  submits  the  following  facts 
for  your  consideration  before  there  is  further 
commitment  of  the  city  to  the  purchase  of  the 
new  site: 

In  1921  the  city  made  appropriation  for  the 
purchase  of  a  gymnasium  site  in  South  Boston 
and  the  construction  of  a  $300,000  building. 

The  Bite  which  was  purchased  under  this 
authority  is  the  parcel  at  the  corner  of  C  street 
and  Broadway.  The  city  paid  $40,000  for  it. 
The  buildings  on  it  were  razed  and  it  has  remained 
an  eyesore  for  fifteen  years.  An  architectural 
firm  was  commissioned  to  draw  plans  for  the 
proposed  gymnasium  building.  Subsequently,  the 
city  paid  $3,500  for  these  plans.  For  fifteen 
years  the  architect  has  held  these  plans  in  readi- 
ness for  construction,  but  for  that  whole  period 
the  city  has  had  nothing  to  show  for  its  $43,500 
expenditure  but  an  unsightly  and  poorly  kept  lot 
on  South  Boston's  principal  thoroughfare. 

The  C  street  and  Broadway  parcel  is  approxi- 
mately the  center  of  a  large  area  which  is  without 
a  public  building  of  any  kind.  Many  years  ago 
there  was  a  public  gymnasium  on  D  street,  a  short 
distance  away,  but  it  was  destroyed  by  the  Federal 
development  of  waterfront  facilities.  The  C 
street  and  Broadway  site  was  purchased  as  a  re- 
placement of  the  old  D  street  gymnasium. 

The  section  in  which  the  site  proposed  by 
you  is  located  has  been  favored  by  the  expendi- 
ture of  millions  of  dollars  for  recreational  and 
other  public  facilities.  One  of  these  is  the  South 
Boston  Municipal  Building  containing  a  hall  and 
public  shower  baths.  It  stands  directly  across 
the  street  from  the  site  proposed  by  you  for  a 
gymnasium. 

The  title  to  No.  540  Broadway  stands  in  the 
name  of  Edward  L.  Logan,  Alfred  J.  L.  Ford  and 
John  J.  Hartigan  as  trustees  for  the  Michael  J. 
Perkins  Post,  American  Legion.  The  post  head- 
quarters building  which  formerly  stood  on  this 
lot  was  destroyed  by  fire  a  few  years  ago.  The 
assessors'  valuation  of  this  parcel  and  the  extra 
parcels  which  will  be  necessary  to  provide  sufficient 
area  for  a  gymnasium  totals  approximately  $Ui,000. 
To  build  on  this  new  site  will  require  another  pay- 
ment for  plans  and  specifications. 

The  Finance  Commission  believes  the  protest 
received  against  the  site  selected  by  you  now  and 
your  contemplated  development  of  the  project 
has  merit.  The  new  purchase  would  mean  the 
abandonment  of  the  site  and  plans  selected  earlier 
and  the  waste  of  $48,500. 

The  Park  Department  has  always  preferred 
construction  of  a  new  gymnasium  on  the  site 
purchased  fifteen  years  ago.  The  department 
assented  sometime  ago  to  the  transfer  of  the  money 
appropriated  for  the  building  only  because  there 
was  urgent  need  of  it  at  one  time  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  L  Street  Bath  improvement.  The 
Park  Department  officials  have  been  unable  to 
obtain  restoration  of  the  appropriation  to  permit 
building  on  the  C  street  and  Broadway  site.  In- 
quiry at  the  Park  Department  elicited  the  informa- 
tion that  the  site  mentioned  by  you  two  weeks  ago 
had  never  been  considered  by  the  park  officials. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  Mark  Sdllivan,  Chairman, 
Philip  A.  Chapman, 
Robert  Robinson, 
James  E.  Maguire, 
Joseph  A.  Scolponeti, 

The  Finance  Commission. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   WILLIAM  V.  BELL. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Health  Depart- 
ment of  appointment  of  William  V.  Bell,  5  Ban- 
croft street,  Roxbury,  provisionally,  as  dairy 
inspector. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   INTEREST   IN   CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  Wilham  H.  Ellis 
member  of  Board  of  Appeal,  of  interest  in  work 
for  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  this  par- 
ticular work  having  been  awarded  previous  to  his 
appointment  to  Board  of  Appeal. 

Placed  on  file. 


ABSENCE  OF  MAYOR  FROM  CITY. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Mayor  of  his 
absence  from  the  city  from  January  8  to  11, 
and  from  January  18  to  21. 

Placed  on  file. 


RETIREMENT  OF  TIMOTHY  W.  MURPHY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Boston  Retire- 
ment Board  of  the  retirement  from  active  service 
of  Timpthy  W.  Murphy,  employed  as  assessor  in 
the  Assessing  Department,  to  become  effective  at 
close  of  business  January  15,  1937. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  JOHN  C.  L.  DOWLING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  appoint- 
ment of  John  C.  L.  Dowling  of  318  Warren  street. 
Roxbury,  to  be  principal  assessor,  for  term  ending 
March  31,  1937,  Mr.  Dowling's  term  of  service 
to  begin  on  January  16,  1937. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT    OF    DR.    JOHN    W.    LANE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  appoint- 
ment of  Dr.  John  W.  Lane  of  10  Pleasant  street, 
Dorchester,  as  Institutions  Commissioner,  for 
term  ending  April  30,  1938,  said  appointment  to 
take  effect  February  1,  1937,  to  take  place  of  Dr. 
Frederic  A.  Washburn,  resigned. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    FINANCE. 

Coun.  DOWD,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders  (re- 
ferred January  11)  for  appropriation  of  S162.026.50 
and  loan  of  $600,000  for  sewerage  works — that 
same  ought  not  to  pass,  without  prejudice. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  your  committee 
report  in  this  way  because  of  the  fact  that  we  find 
submitted  in  the  loan  and  appropriation  of  $750,000 
that  S489.000  is  specifically  mentioned  as  being  for 
the  W.  P.  A.  program.  For  that  reason,  and  be- 
cause of  the  fact  that  some  $273,000  is  earmarked 
here  for  strictly  city  work,  we  feel,  before  we 
act  on  these  orders,  that  the  Mayor  should  send  in 
two  separate  orders  —  say,  S489.000  to  spend 
specifically  for  W.  P.  A.  program,  and  for  the  other 
S273.000  for  the  specific  appropriation  that  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  has  recommended. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  both  orders  were 
rejected  without  prejudice. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Bernard  J.  Casey 
(referred  December  28,  1936)  to  be  reimbursed  for 
the  amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him  on 
account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  truck  belonging 
to  Park  Department — recommending  passage  of 
accompanying  order,  same  having  been  approved 
by  the  Law  Department,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  dollars  and  five  cents  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  Bernard  J.  Casey  in  reimbursement  for  the 
amount  of  a  judgment  issued  against  him  on 
account  of  his  acts  as  the  operator  of  a  motor 
vehicle  belonging  to  the  Park  Department,  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Joseph  S.  Snyder 
(referred  December  28,  1936)  to  be  reimbursed  for 
the  amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him  on 
account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  ambulance  be- 
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longing  to  Police  Department — recommending 
passage  of  accompanying  order,  same  having  been 
approved  by  the  Law  Department,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  Joseph  S.  Snyder  in  reimbursement  for 
the  amount  of  a  judgment  issued  against  him  on 
account  of  his  acts  as  the  operator  of  an  ambulance 
belonging  to  the  Police  Department,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  petition  of  Charles  G.  Shannon 
(referred  January  4,  1937)  to  be  reimbursed  for 
amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  car  belonging  to  Fire 
Department — recommending  passage  of  accom- 
panying order,  same  having  been  approved  by  the 
Law  Department,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Charles 
F.  Shannon  in  reimbursement  for  the  amount  of  a 
judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  an  employee  of  the  Fire  Department, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

4.  Report  on  petition  of  John  Gallagher  (re- 
ferred December  15,  1936)  to  be  reimbursed  for 
amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging 
to  Paving  Division  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment— recommending  passage  of  accompanying 
order,  same  having  been  approved  by  the  Law 
Department,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  ninety  dollars  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  John  Gallagher  in  reimburse- 
ment for  the  amount  of  a  judgment  issued  against 
him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  an  employee  of  the 
Paving  Division  of  the  Public  Works  Department, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

5.  Report  on  petition  of  William  H.  Bennett 
(referred  December  28,  1936)  to  be  reimbursed 
for  amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him  on 
account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  motor  vehicle 
belonging  to  Sanitary  Division  of  Public  Works 
Department — recommending  passage  of  accom- 
panying order,  same  having  been  approved  by  the 
Law  Department,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  William  H.  Bennett,  in  reim- 
bursement for  the  amount  of  judgment  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  actB  as  operator  of  a 
motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Sanitary  Division 
of  the  Public  Works  Department,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


PAYMENT    TO    WIDOW    OF    RICHARD    D. 
GLEASON. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legislation  to 
authorize  the  city  to  pay  to  the  widow  of  Richard 
D.  Gleason  the  balance  of  the  salary  to  which  he 
would  have  been  entitled  had  he  lived  and  con- 
tinued to  hold  the  office  of  member  of  the  City 
Council  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  for  which 
he  was  elected;  provided  that  such  legislation  in- 
cludes a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RETURN  OF  DEPOSIT  TO  DOOLEY 
BROTHERS. 

Coun.  DOHERTY  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legislation  to 
authorize  the  city  to  return  to  Dooley  Brothers 
the  money  deposited  on  its  bid  for  contract  for  the 
removal  of  ashes  and  garbage,  provided  that  said 
legislation  includes  a  referendum  to  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ELECTION  OF  COUNCILOR  FROM  WARD  9. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  meetings  of  the  citizens  of  Ward 
9  qualified  to  vote  for  city  officers  be  held,  at  the 


several  polling  places  designated  for  the  purpose 
by  the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners,  on 
Tuesday,  March  30,  1937,  to  give  in  their  votes 
for  one  member  of  the  City  Council  from  said 
ward,  to  fill  a  vacancy. 

The  polls  at  said  meetings  shall  be  opened  at 
eight  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  closed  at  eight  o'clock  p.  m. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to 
give  notice  of  said  meetings  according  to  law. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


APPROPRIATION     FOR     CITY     HOSPITAL 
BUILDINGS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  two  million  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  for 
City  Hospital  Buildings,  Construction,  Repair, 
Alteration  and  Equipping,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  some  years  ago 
one  of  our  past  Mayors  inaugurated  a  program  of 
$10,000,000  for  the  City  Hospital.  With  the 
opening  of  the  new  Surgical  Building  in  a  few  weeks 
that  program  will  be  complete.  My  first  thought 
is  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  owe  a  bounden  duty 
to  the  sick,  afflicted  and  unfortunate,  who  are 
compelled  to  go  to  the  City  Hospital.  That  fact 
was  never  brought  home  more  strongly  than  last 
week,  when  members  of  the  City  Council  visiting 
the  various  wards  of  the  City  Hospital  found 
patients  practically  hanging  out  the  window  and 
being  sent  home  before  they  were  properly  cured. 
That  was  through  no  fault  of  the  City  Hospital 
authorities,  who  are  doing  everything  in  their 
power  to  relieve  the  situation,  but  simply  because 
of  lack  of  room  and  facilities.  The  answer  is  plain 
and  simple.  If  Boston  is  to  continue  in  this 
work  as  it  has  in  the  past,  we  must  have  proper 
hospital  facilities  to  take  care  of  our  people.  It  is 
particularly  important  to  have  something  done  for 
the  Maternity  Building,  which  is  short  of  room 
for  expectant  mothers  who  are  compelled  to  go 
there  or  to  go  to  private  places  where  they  are 
compelled  to  pay,  and  many  of  whom  are  unable 
to  pay.  I  believe  before  a  solitary  five-cent  piece 
is  appropriated  through  the  efforts  of  the  Mayor 
or  any  member  of  this  Council  for  any  other  public 
purpose  or  public  building,  we  should  provide  for  a 
new  hospital  building  to  take  care  of  the  people  of 
Boston.  I  shall  not  allow  myself  to  vote  as  much 
as  a  dollar  for  other  buildings  unless  the  Mayor  of 
Boston,  applying  to  the  Legislature  if  necessary, 
initiates  a  new  program  for  a  City  Hospital  building. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 


MUNICIPAL   BUILDING,   WARD    16. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  arrange  for  the  construction  of  a  municipal 
building  in  the  Ward  16  section  of  Dorchester  under 
the  P.  W.  A.  form  of  construction,  said  building 
to  have  a  new  police  station  and  a  public  library. 
Coun.  McGRATH — Mr.  President,  following 
the  order  introduced  by  my  colleague  I  have  speci- 
fied in  this  order  that  it  be  P.  W.  A.  money.  We 
have  in  Dorchester  three  different  possible  loca- 
tions for  such  a  building,  on  land  now  owned  by  the 
City  of  Boston,  which  I  believe  should  be  made 
available  for  a  municipal  building.  In  my  district 
there  are  approximately  65,000  residents  and  the 
district  has  been  without  a  single  solitary  improve- 
ment, so  to  speak,  for  the  last  ten  years.  There- 
fore, I  don't  think  it  is  asking  too  much  to  request 
the  Mayor  to  cooperate  with  us  by  signing  this 
order  and  sending  it  to  Mr.  Peterson,  who  has 
charge  of  the  P.  W.  A.  work  in  this  part  of  the 
state.  I  have  conferred  on  several  occasions  with 
Mr.  Peterson  and  asked  him,  if  available  land  can 
be  secured  from  the  city  for  this  building,  if  it  is 
possible  to  put  the  land  in  at  the  assessed  value.  If 
this  could  be  done,  the  charge  would  be  very,  very 
small  to  the  City  of  Boston.  Speaking  about  the 
police  station,  I  don't  know  how  old  it  is,  but  if  I 
am  any  judge  of  real  estate,  it  is  about  150  years 
old,  and  so  is  the  library  building  which  is  close 
to.  the  police  station.     So  I  would  like  to  have  the 
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Mayor  sign  the  order,  as  this  could  be  carried 
through  without  great  cost  to  the  citizens  of 
Boston  and  would  represent  a  wonderful  improve- 
ment for  the  district. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PAYMENT 


FOR     INCAPACITY, 
MENT   SYSTEM. 


RETIRE- 


Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legislation  to 
authorize  payments  under  the  Boston  Retirement 
System  for  incapacity  or  death  occasioned  by 
undergoing  a  hazard  peculiar  to  the  member's 
employment,  provided  that  such  legislation  in- 
cludes a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BRUNSWICK   STREET,   WARD    14. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  proceed  with  the  laying  out  and  construction  of 
Brunswick  street,  Ward  14,  on  the  Columbia  road 
side,  which  has  already  been  accepted  as  a  public 
highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FRANKLIN      FIELD      GYMNASIUM      AND 
RECREATION    BUILDINGS. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  confer 
with  W.  P.  A.  authorities  for  the  erection  of  a 
Municipal  Gymnasium  and  Recreation  Building 
on  Franklin  Field. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG— Mr.  President,  I  have 
introduced  this  order  calling  for  the  erection  of  a 
municipal  gymnasium  and  recreational  building 
on  Franklin  Field  as  W.  P.  A.  project,  because  I 
believe  that  the  residents  of  Dorchester,  and  more 
especially  those  living  in  the  community  which  I 
represent  and  which  contains  approximately 
70,000  inhabitants,  are  entitled  to  enjoy  the 
facilities  provided  by  a  municipal  gymnasium  and 
recreational  building.  I  am  personally  interested 
in  seeing  that  this  order  is  carried  through  and 
given  proper  recognition  and  consideration  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  Park  Commissioner  Long  and 
the  W.  P.  A.  authorities.  The  erection  of  the 
building  that  I  am  advocating  would  in  no  way 
involve  any  land-taking  and  thereby  it  would 
eliminate  a  question  that  usually  comes  up  of  a 
large  sum  being  spent  for  the  locus  for  the  erection 
of  such  a  center.  The  location  that  I  have  in 
mind  for  the  erection  of  this  municipal  gymnasium 
and  recreational  building  is  right  on  the  spacious 
grounds  of  Franklin  Field,  in  place  of  the  present 
locker  building.  The  locker  building  on  Franklin 
Field  has  long  since  outgrown  its  usefulness  and, 
in  my  opinion,  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  store- 
house for  implements  and  other  articles  used  for 
the  upkeep  of  the  park  itself.  Why  waste  such  an 
ideal  location  with  a  building  that  is  not  giving 
the  residents  of  the  community  the  great  recrea- 
tional benefits  that  could  be  derived  from  a  build- 
ing put  to  use  for  healthful  and  recreational  pur- 
poses. For  the  welfare  and  the  future  of  residents, 
and  more  especially  those  living  in  Ward  14, 
where  the  district  is  greatly  congested  and  where 
there  is  a  need  of  affording  younsters  as  well  as 
adults  proper  facilities  for  exercise  and  training,  we 
should  have  a  recreational  center.  Franklin 
Field  is  very  accessible  to  the  residents  from  every 
section  of  the  ward  and  unquestionably  would 
afford  great  relief  to  the  inhabitants,  and  more 
especially  am  I  mindful  of  the  youngsters  of  todaj — 
the  future  leaders  of  America.  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  anyone  in  this  Council  who  would  oppose 
the  erection  of  such  a  center.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  we  have  an  opportunity  to  secure  W.  P.  A. 
funds  to  carry  out  such  a  project,  every  possible 
means  should  be  taken  and  exercised  to  bring 
about  the  erection  of  this  center.  I  trust  that  this 
order  will  receive  the  unanimous  support  of  the 
members  of  this  body  as  I  am  also  in  favor  of  any 
project  of  a  similar  type  that  might  be  presented 
on   behalf   of   the   residents    of   the   various   com- 


munities in  Boston.     I  again  urge  upon  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  and  the  Park  Commissioner  to  do  all 
in  their  power  to  have  this  project  adopted  for 
the  welfare  of  the  residents  of  Dorchester. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INVITATION    TO   PRESIDENT. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  and  Coun. 
KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  extend  a  cordial  invitation  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  attend  the 
Evacuation  Day  Celebration  Exercises  to  be  held 
in  South  Boston  on  March  17,  1937. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR   EVACUATION   DAY 
CELEBRATION. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  and  Coun. 
KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  include  in  the  budget  an  additional  amount  of 
■155,000  to  be  expended  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Director  of  Public  Celebrations  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  annual  Evacuation  Day  Celebration 
and  the  entertainment  of  the  President  of  the 
I'jiited  .•Mates,  who  has  already  signified  his  inten- 
tion of  honoring  Boston  by  his  presence. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LEAVE     OF     ABSENCE     FOR     NATIONAL 
GUARD    MEMBERS. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  permitting  county 
employees,  who  are  members  of  the  National 
Guard,  leave  of  absence  from  their  duties  as  em- 
ployees of  the  county,  during  the  time  of  their 
:iiuiual  training  period,  without  loss  of  pay. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  SHORT  STREET,  WARD  1. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Board    of    Street   Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway,  Short 
street,  Ward  1. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAUSING    SPACES. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  instruct  the  Public  Buildings  Commissioner  to 
make  available  land  owned  by  the  City  of  Boston 
in  the  city  proper  for  parking  spaces  at  a  nominal 
cost  to  the  citizens  of  Boston. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN— Mr.  President,  one  of  the 
greatest  problems  in  the  City  of  Boston  today  is  the 
parking  space  problem  in  the  city  proper.  The 
city  is  in  possession  of  quite  a  few  parcels  of  land 
taken  by  foreclosure  proceedings  and  otherwise,  in 
the  city  proper.  I  think  it  would  help  out  im- 
mensely in  solving  the  parking  problem  if  we  could 
make  available  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  some  of 
this  land  for  parking  space. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RESERVE   POLICE   FORCE. 

Coun.  AGNEW  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  establishing  a  reserve 
police  force  of  men  eligible  to  appointment,  the 
members  of  said  force  to  be  subject  to  call  in 
cases  of  emergency,  and  to  be  paid  only  for  actual 
services  rendered. 

Coun.  AGXEW — Mr.  President,  just  a  brief 
word  on  this  order.  I  am  in  accord  with  the  city 
authorities    on    some    phases    of    the    municipal 
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economy  program,  but  I  am  not  in  favor  of  economy 
when  it  eats  into  the  most  vital  and  important 
functioning  powers  of  our  city — namely,  the  Fire 
and  Police  Departments.  At  the  present  time  the 
Fire  Department  is  a  great  many  men  short  of  its 
proper  quota,  to  keep  it  up  to  the  standard  num- 
ber. The  Police  Department  is  about  300  men 
below  standard,  even  of  the  number  of  men  who 
should  be  on  the  rolls  of  the  department  at  the 
present  time,  because  there  have  been  no  appoint- 
ments for  some  time,  and  at  present  there  are  200 
to  300  men  out  sick.  Adding  that  to  the  number 
that  should  be  placed  on  the  force  at  the  present 
time  to  bring  the  department  up  to  standard,  it 
can  readily  be  seen  that  there  is  a  menace  to  the 
safety  and  the  general  good  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Boston.  I  think  the  Mayor  should  give  some  can- 
sideration  to  ah  order  of  this  kind,  so  that  in  a 
crisis  there  might  not  be  any  ground  for  criticism 
of  our  Police  Department  simply  because  of  the 
fact  that  it  is  so  largely  undermanned  by  reason  of 
appointments  not  having  been  made  and  of  men 
being  out  sick.  It  is  possible  that  legislation  might 
be  necessary  to  put  this  into  effect.  Nevertheless, 
in  my  opinion,  it  is  something  to  be  considered, 
something  that  will  mark  a  progressive  step  in  the 
affairs  of  the  city  with  the  result  that  each  police 
station  in  time  of  emergency  will  have  enough  men 
to  man  its  district,  and  so  that  those  who  have 
taken  the  civil  service  examination  may  at  least 
receive  some  hope  of  being  appointed  some  day. 
In  my  own  district,  Brighton,  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  or  any  member  of  this  Council  who  has 
not  been  familiar  with  the  district  would  be  sur- 
prised at  the  amount  of  ground  that  one  police 
officer  has  to  cover.  It  would  be  practically  an 
impossibility,  if  an  occasion  arose  requiring  the 
police  of  Boston  to  be  on  particularly  active  duty 
because  of  some  emergency  for  the  police  in  that 
section  to  be  able  to  cope  with  anything  that 
might  arise.  So,  in  all  sincerity,  I  ask  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  to  confer  with  the  Police  Commissioner 
and  see  if  a  reserve  police  force  might  not  be 
established  to  meet,  for  example,  such  a  situation 
as  has  arisen  at  the  present  time,  where  200  or 
300  men  are  out  sick,  calling  upon  men  who  have 
taken  the  civil  service  examination  and  who  are 
hoping  to  be  called  upon  later  to  assume  permanent 
positions  in  the  department. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  while  I  would 
like  to  agree  with  the  councilor  from  Brighton, 
and  while  I  realize  that  he  honestly  feels  that  this 
might  be  a  means  of  improving  the  efficiency 
of  the  department,  it  seems  to  me  the  result  would 
be  to  decrease  instead  of  increase  that  efficiency.  I 
agree  with  what  the  colleague  has  said  about  the 
shortage  in  the  department,  and  if  the  Police 
Commissioner  and  the  Mayor  can  agree  upon 
a  suitable  plan  for  settling  the  problem,  to  my 
mind  that  would  be  the  correct  method.  But 
certainly,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  do  not  want 
to  see  the  Mayor  and  Police  Commissioner  place 
civilian  cops  in  the  service  in  any  district  of  this 
city.  If  that  is  done,  Captain  Sheehan  will  have 
a  much  harder  job  than  he  has  at  the  present  time. 
I  would  like  to  see  the  numbers  in  the  Police  De- 
partment increased,  but  not  in  that  way,  and  I 
hope  that  a  request  in  this  form  will  not  be  passed 
along  to  the  Mayor.  The  force  should  be 
increased  in  the  usual  way. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  I  don't  know 
whether  my  colleague  takes  the  same  view  of  this 
matter  that  I  do.  I  dislike  to  see  what  we  may  call 
litigation  between  members  of  the  Council  in  the 
views  expressed  upon  this  subject.  My  point  is 
simply  that  there  are  these  men  who  have  passed 
the  civil  service,  who  are  young,  strong,  physically 
fit,  and  who  have  taken  the  examination  with  a 
view  to  some  day  becoming  members  of  the  Police 
Department,  and  that  those  men  should  be  avail- 
able in  such  an  emergency  as  we  have  at  the  present 
time  or  that  might  arise  in  the  future,  to  bring  up 
for  the  time  being  the  membership  and  efficiency 
of  the  department.  There  have  been  introduced 
here  and  paBsed  time  after  time  orders  asking  for 
the  appointment  of  men  who  have  taken  the  civil 
service  examination  in  our  Police  and  Fire  Depart- 
ments, and  what  I  am  proposing  here  is  simply  the 
preamble  to  a  definite  and  permanent  appoint- 
ment. It  is  not  that  any  civilian  is  going  to  be 
called  in  to  act  as  a  cop.  These  are  men  who  in 
the  future,  we  expect,  will  give  their  entire  time  on 
behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  as  police  officers. 
What  I  propose  is  simply  a  forerunner  of  per- 
manent appointments,   to  meet   emergencies. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  ROSENBERG,  the  order 
was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


REPAIR    OF    CITY    HALL    CONVENIENCE 
STATION. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  have  the  convenience  station  in  the 
basement  of  City  Hall  repaired  and  put  in  suitable 
condition  for  the  use  of  the  public. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


STATEMENT  BY  COUNCILOR  NORTON. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  with  unani- 
mous consent  I  would  like  to  make  a  statement. 

President  FITZGERALD— If  there  is  no  objec- 
tion the  councilor  may  proceed. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  unfortunately 
I  was  not  able  to  get  here  at  a  recent  meeting  until 
after  the  body  had  acted  in  the  election  of  a 
Clerk  of  Committees.  I  was  absent  when  that 
election  took  place,  and  Councilor  Selvitella  of 
East  Boston  was  recently  kind  enough  to  inform 
me  that  I  had  not  been  present  when  that  action 
took  place.  I  wish  to  place  now  in  the  record  a 
statement  that  if  I  were  present  I  would  have 
voted  for  Roy  Green. 

President  FITZGERALD— The  Council  will 
take  due  notice. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.49  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  AGNEW,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in 
the  Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
President  FITZGERALD  at  4  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Elizabeth  A.  Quigley 
(referred  December  15,  1936)  to  be  paid  annuity 
on  account  of  death  of  her  husband,  Edward  M. 
Quigley,  late  member  of  Fire  Department — 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  order, 
viz.: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
340  of  the  Acts  of  1933  an  annuity  of  twenty-two 
hundred  dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Elizabeth 
A.  Quigley,  widow  of  Edward  M.  Quigley,  a 
member  of  the  Fire  Department  who  died  on 
November  19,  1936,  on  account  of  injuries  received 
in  the  performance  of  his  duty;  said  annuity 
being  made  up  of  allowances  as  follows: 

For  the  widow,  Elizabeth  A.  Quigley,  so  long  as 
she  remains  unmarried — $1,000  per  annum; 

For  each  of  the  following-named  children  during 
such  time  as  he  or  she  is  under  the  age  of  eighteen  or 
over  said  age  and  physically  or  mentally  incapaci- 
tated from  earning — $200  per  annum; 

Catherine  C.  Quigley,  born  September  26,  1919; 
Edward  M.  Quigley,  born  December  14,  1920; 
John  J.  Quigley,  born  July  11,  1922;  Agnes  T. 
Quigley,  born  January  19,  1925;  Joseph  F. 
Quigley,  born  March  2,  1927;  Thomas  G.  Quigley, 
born  November  24,  1932: 

the  payments  to  date  from  November  19,  1936, 
and  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Fire 
Department,  Pensions  and  Annuities. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  .  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

D.  J.  J.  Archon,  John  J.  Williams  Hall,  January 
17;  Mildred  C  Sacco,  East  Boston  High  School, 
February  5;  Lester  P.  Gould,  Whitton  Hall, 
January  22 — that  leave  be  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  on  usual  con- 
ditions. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  today)  empowering  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners to  transfer  to  Metropolitan  District 
Commission  care  and  control  of  intersections  at 
Soldiers  Field  road  and  North  Beacon  street  and 
at  Market  street,  Western  avenue  and  Soldiers 
Field  road — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    said  orders  passed. 
.4.     Report  on    message  of  Mayor  and  resolu-- 
tions  (referred  today)  with  reference  to  additiona 
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accommodations  and  facilities  for  the  courts  and 
the  construction  of  an  underpass  at  Massachusetts 
and  Commonwealth  avenues — recommending  pass- 
age of  the  accompanying  new  drafts,  viz.: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston  here- 
by approves  the  enactment  of  legislation  authoriz- 
ing the  temporary  borrowing  outside  the  statutory 
debt  limit  by  the  City  of  Boston,  in  anticipation  of 
certain  receipts  from  the  Commonwealth  and  from 
the  Federal  Government,  to  meet  the  cost  of  pro- 
viding certain  additional  accommodations  and 
facilities  for  the  courts  and  other  officials  of  the 
County  of  Suffolk,  provided  that  said  legislation 
contains  a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  Boston 
City  Council. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston  here- 
by approves  the  enactment  of  legislation  authoriz- 
ing the  borrowing  outside  of  the  statutory  debt 
limit  by  the  City  of  Boston  to  provide  for  the  con- 
struction of  an  underpass  in  Commonwealth  avenue 
at  or  near  its  intersection  with  Massachusetts 
avenue  in  the  City  of  Boston,  provided  that  said 
legislation  contains  a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and 
Boston  City  Council. 

Report  accepted;   resolutions  as  amended  passed. 

5.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  Police 
Commissioner  be  requested  to  consider  advisability 
of  establishing  a  reserve  police  force  of  men  eligible 
to  appointment,  to  be  subject  to  call  in  cases  of 
emergency,  and  to  be  paid  only  for  actual  services 
rendered — recommending  reference  to  Committee 
on  Public  Safety. 

Heport  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 


TUNNEL  FROM  HYDE  PARK  AVENUE  TO 
WASHINGTON   STREET. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  offered  the  follow- 
ing; 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  t  he  Mayor, 
to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  tunnel  from 
Hyde  Park  avenue  to  Washington  street,  to  replace 
the  present  toll-gate  bridge,  either  as  a  \\ .  1'.  A. 
project  or  otherwise. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FRANCHISE    OF    UNION    FREIGHT    KAIL- 
WAY   COMPANY. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  request 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  request  the  Corporation 
Counsel  to  submit  to  the  Boston  City  Council  a 
copy  of  the  franchise  of  the  Union  Freight  Railroad 
Company. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CASE     LOADS     OF     WELFARE      INVESTI- 
GATORS. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  new  director  of  Public  Wel- 
fare, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to 

consider  the  advisability  of  cutting  down  the 
case-load  of  each  investigator. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  believe  that 
Director  of  Public  Welfare,  Patrick  Moynihan, 
should  consider  the  matter  of  cutting  down  the 
case-load  of  visitors.  Each  visitor  now  handles 
200  cases  or  more;  the  number  should  be  100  or  less. 
When  a  visitor  is  overloaded,  the  result  is  suffering. 
Old  people  put  in  applications  for  old  age  pensions 
and  no  action  is  taken  for  months.  We  all  remem- 
ber the  unfortunate  former  Professor  Bon  who 
lived  near  Copley  square,  who  died  before  the  over- 
worked welfare  visitor  got  around  to  see  the  case. 
Welfare  experts  are  in  agreement  that  a  case-load 
of  200  per  visitor  is  far  too  high. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG— Mr.  President,  I  am 
heartily  in  accord  with  the  order  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Hyde  Park.  Some  of  the  people 
in  my  district  who  have  applied  for  old  age  assist- 
ance have  been  waiting  four,  five  and  six  months, 
and  still  nothing  has  been  done.  I  believe  that  the 
great  trouble,  the  great  cause  for  delay,  is  the  large 
number  of  cases  put  on  to  the  individual  visitors 
in  the  Welfare  Department.  I  feel  that  the  workers 
are  doing  the  best  they  can  to  cope  with  the  situa- 
tion, but  with  the  large  number  of  cases  they  have 


to  handle  it  is  impossible  to  keep  their  work  up  to 
the  point  where  it  should  be.  Something  should 
be  done  to  relieve  the  situation  in  the  interest  of 
the  poor  and  needy  families  throughout  the  city. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPAIR    OF    LANSDOWNE   STREET     SIDE- 
WALK. 

Coun.  NORTON  and  Coun.  SHATTUCK 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public- 
Works  make  provision  to  repair  the  sidewalk  on 
Lansdowne  street,  north  side,  from  Ipswich  street 
to  about  230  feet  westerlv. 

Coun.  XORTO.V— Mr.  President,  this  has  to 
do  with  the  sidewalk  on  Lansdowne  street,  north 
side,  from  Ipswich  street  about  230  feet  westerly. 
Mr.  William  Morrisey  of  the  Paving  Division  in- 
forms me  that  this  is  a  proper  order  to  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


YOUTH    COMMISSION, 

Coun.  NORTON"  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider 
the  advisability  of  sponsoring  legislation  in  behalf 
of  a  so-called  Youth  Commission.  The  objective 
of  such  a  commission  being  to  draw  public  atten- 
tion to  the  plight  of  youth  in  the  present  economic 
depression  and  to  recommend  ways  and  means 
to  partially,  at  least,  alleviate  these  conditions. 

Coun  XORTO.V— Mr.  President.  I  think  that 
we  should  draw  attention  to  an  acute  situation 
that  exists  in  this  and  every  other  large  American 
city  in  the  matter  of  youth,  today.  We  have  at 
a  conservative  estimate  25,000  or  more  boys  and 
girls  who  have  graduated  from  high  school  and 
who  should  have  gone  to  college — some  of  whom, 
in  fact,  have  been  graduated  from  college, — who 
arc  roaming  our  streets,  educated  for  a  world 
that  no  longer  exists,  and  not  knowing  which  way 
to  turn.  They  are  unemployed  and  discouraged. 
The  Mayor  should  consider  backing  legislation 
favoring  a  Youth  Commission  to  draw  attention 
to  this  situation.  The  question  is,  What  can  we 
do  with  this  lost  generation? 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


LOW    cost    MILK    FOR    BOSTON, 

Coun.   NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider 
the  advisability  of  low-cost  milk  for  Host  on. 

Cun  NORTON— Mr.  President,  there  is  a 
man  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  by  the  name  of 
S:irnncl  Tator,  who  is  Federal  Milk  Administrator 
for  the  City  of  Boston,  or  was  until  a  decision 
was  made  which  put  him  out  of  office.  The  case 
has  been  appealed.  Mr,  Tator  has  gone  out  of 
his  way  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  in 
Boston  it  is  possible  to  have  low-cost  milk.  He 
is  or  has  been  our  Federal  milk  boss.  He  knows 
as  much  about  the  milk  problem  as  anybody  in 
Boston,  and  I  know  he  would  welcome  any  member 
of  the  Council  who  desired  information  upon 
the  matter  I  would  like  to  have  the  members 
of  the  Council  drop  in  and  talk  with  Mr.  Tator 
about  the  possibility  of  low-cost  milk  in  Boston. 
I  understand  from  competent  authority  that 
milk  might  be  delivered  at.  say  eight  or  nine  cents 
a  quart  at  various  city  buildings  throughout 
the  city  from  say.  7  a.  m.  to  11  a.  in.  Xew  York 
City  has  a  similar  plan  now  in  operation.  Milk 
is  the  most  important  food  item  in  the  budget  of 
the  undernourished.  Our  school  doctors  report 
that  main"  of  our  school  children  are  not  getting 
enough  to  eat.  Here  is  a  wonderful  opportunity 
to  do  a  great  work,  and  the  Mayor  should  con- 
sider vigorously  backing  this  plan,  dealing  with 
the  most  important  item  in  the  diet  of  our  people. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SUCCEEDIXG     TERM     FOR     MAYOR     OF 
BOSTON. 

Coun.  JAMES  J.  MELLEX  and  Coun. 
GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
desires   to   be   recorded    with    the    Massachusetts 
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Legislature  as  disfavoring  any  legislation  aimed 
at  allowing  a  Mayor  of  Boston  to  succeed  himself 
in  that  office. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  I  stood  on  the 
floor  of  this  body  a  short  time  ago,  as  you  know, 
taking  the  ground  tnat  we  should  adhere  to  that 
principle  of  ideal  government,  rotation  in  office. 
My  position  at  that  time  was  that  we  should  not 
again  re-elect  the  present  President  of  this  body. 
I  now  see  by  the  newspapers  that  the  Mayor  of 
this  city  has  initiated  legislation  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Court  allowing  him  to  succeed 
himself  as  Mayor  of  the  city.  I  feel  that  any 
such  legislation  would  work  an  injustice  upon  the 
citizens  of  Boston.  Four  years  of  the  present 
Mayor  of  Boston  is  enough;  four  more  years 
would  be  a  calamity.  For  that  reason  I  have 
introduced  the  order. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  wholly 
apart  from  personalities  it  has  always  seemed  to 
me  that  the  present  law — passed,  I  believe,  in  the 
interest  of  reform, — has  not  accomplished  the 
result  which  it  waB  thought  it  might.  It  has 
simply  enabled  one  man  every  four  years  to  step 
into  the  office,  which  he  has  previously  occupied, 
after  many  things  have  been  forgotten.  In  view 
of  what  happened  after  the  preceding  term  of  a 
mayor  of  this  city,  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  a 
Mayor  after  he  has  completed  his  term  to  have  the 
right  to  offer  himself  for  re-election.  Then,  if 
the  people  don't  want  him,  they  have  plenty  of 
remedy,  in  voting  for  other  candidates.  I  am 
in  favor  of  the  proposed  legislation. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
as  the  co-offerer  of  this  order  with  my  fellow  member 
of  the  City  Council  from  Charlestown,  I  too  feel 
that  rotation  in  office  is  a  democratic  principle. 
If  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  wishes  to  take 
any  action  along  this  line,  I  think  they  should  cut 
the  term  of  the  Mayor  down  to  at  most  two  years, 
and  then,  if  he  wishes  to  be  re-elected  and  the 
people  feel  that  he  should  be,  they  can  properly 
continue  him  in  office  for  another  two-year  term. 
The  argument  might  then  be  used  that  it  takes 
two  years  to  find  a  man  out,  and  that  the  people 
can  then,  if  they  wish,  re-elect  him  for  another 
two  years.  But,  as  a  Democrat,  I  am  against 
any  such  remaining  in  office  as  might  result  from 
the  passage  of  such  an  act  as  is  now  asked  for  by 
the  Legislature,  and  I  certainly  trust  that  no 
such  legislation  will  be  passed. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  think  it 
would  be  a  very  good  thing  to  have  Mayor  Mans- 
field as  a  candidate  and  then  to  conduct  a  campaign 
throughout  the  city  on  various  problems  that  we 
have  been  unable  to  get  properly  presented  before 


the  public.  But  I  do  agree  in  many  respects  with 
the  gentlemen  who  have  offered  this  order.  I 
am  certainly  in  favor  of  rotation  in  office  in  certain 
offices.  I  believe,  Mr.  President,  in  the  case 
of  such  a  job  as  yours  the  twenty-two  members 
here,  who  usually  are  here  for  but  a  few  years 
anyway,  should  have  a  chance  to  become  president 
of  the  body.  If  I  were  here,  I  should  have  cast 
my  vote  for  a  young  man  from  Dorchester,  not 
with  any  animus  towards  the  gentleman  holding 
the  chair,  but  simply  feeling  that  our  political 
life  is  short,  that  the  end  of  it  is  near  enough 
anyway,  and  that  we  should  pass  along  the  oppor- 
tunity to  hold  the  office  to  different  members  of 
our  body.  When  it  comes  to  the  chief  executive 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  however,  I  feel  sometimes 
that  it  might  be  a  good  idea  in  a  city- wide  cam- 
paign to  discuss  in  different  parts  of  Boston, 
Charlestown,  Roslindale,  Forest  Hills  and  Hyde 
Park,  some  of  the  things  that  have  gone  on  under 
various  administrations  and  that  might,  if  openly 
discussed  in  a  campaign,  lead  to  large  headlines 
in  the  papers. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  my  colleague 
who  has  just  finished  has  the  germ  of  an  idea, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  in  the  case  of  the  present 
Mayor  it  might  not  make  much  difference  if  he 
did  run  again  for  the  office,  because  the  people 
of  Boston  are  so  heartily  fed  up  on  him  that  they 
would  confine  him  to  the  limbo  of  forgotten  fakirs. 
However,  I  would  certainly  dislike  to  see  him  a 
candidate  again,  having  in  mind  some  of  the  things 
that  he  has  done. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  the  gentle- 
man on  my  right  has  spoken  of  democracy.  Ap- 
parently he  thinks  that  this  order  is  in  the  interests 
of  democracy.  If  he  really  believes  in  democracy, 
why  not  allow  the  people  to  have  their  choice, 
giving  them  a  free  choice?  Then,  if  the  people 
want  a  man,  they  will  elect  him;  if  not,  they  will 
defeat  him. 

Coun.  MELLEN— Well,  Mr.  President,  in 
that  connection  there  is  this  to  be  considered  by 
all  of  us  as  practical  men.  If  a  man  is  in  the  office 
of  Mayor  of  Boston,  with  the  chance  of  re-election 
for  a  second  four  years,  during  his  first  four  years 
he  will  be  building  up  a  machine,  so  that  at  the 
end  of  the  four  years  it  would  be  practically  im- 
possible for  an  honest  man  to  get  through  and  be 
elected.  That  contingency  is  a  very  vital  one 
for  the  people  of  Boston  to  consider. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  MELLEN,  at 
4.18  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  February  1,  1937. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  February  1,  1937. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council    'Chamber,     Ciilty    Hall,    at    2    p.     m., 
President  FITZGERALD  in  the  chair.     Absent, 
Coun.  Wilson. 


JURORS. 

Jurors  were  drawn  under  the  law,  Coun. 
ROSENBERG  presiding  at  the  box  in  the 
absence  of  the  Mayor,  as  follows : 

(Sixty-nine  traverse  jurors,  'Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  March  1,  1937: 

Joseph  L.  Arthur,  Ward  1  ;  Daniel  W.  Car- 
rigon,  Ward  1 ;  John  C.  Howard,  Ward  1  ; 
William  H.  Howard,  Ward  1 ;  Dennis  Banfield, 
Ward  2 ;  Edward  H.  Houghton,  Ward  2 ; 
Charles  M.  Steams,  Ward  2 ;  Dante  V.  Car- 
mintrand,  Ward  3 ;  Fritz  G.  Anderson,  Ward 
4 ;  Joseph  A.  Ryan,  Ward  5 ;  John  F.  Daunt, 
Ward  6 ;  Manuel  Gregorio,  Ward  6 ;  Curtis  A. 
Rowe,  Ward  6 ;  John  Callahan,  Ward  7  ;  James 
J.  Gunn,  Ward  7 ;  John  J.  Moynahan,  Ward 
7 ;  Bernard  i&weeney,  Ward  7 ;  Lester  E. 
Chadwick,  Ward  8 ;  William  M.  Cunningham, 
Ward  8 ;  Joseph  H.  Farren,  Ward  S ;  Thomas 
J.  Morehouse,  Ward  8 ;  Alonzo  E.  Perkins, 
Ward  8 ;  Frank  Edgeworth,  Ward  9 ;  John-  L. 
Hammond,  Ward  9 ;  James  E.  Rhine,  Ward  9  ; 
Percy  M.  Stephens,  Ward  9  ;  Frank  R.  Wisen- 
tainer,  Ward  9 ;  John  J.  Buckley,  Ward  10 ; 
George  J.  Delaney,  Ward  10  ;  Rocco  DoSimone, 
Ward  10  ;  William  C.  Feran,  Ward  11 ;  Grant 
M.  Franklin,  Ward  11  ;  Maynard  L.  Crossland, 
Ward  12;  Oscar  J.  W.  Anderson,  Ward  13; 
Joseph  M.  Bailey,  Ward  13 ;  George  I.  Ellis, 
Ward  13  ;  James  E.  Bradley,  Ward  13 ;  Timothy 
P.  Murphy,  Ward  13 ;  John  J.  Quirk,  Ward 
13 ;  James  G.  Sanborn,  Ward  13  ;  Louis  Gold- 
stein, Ward  14 ;  Webster  J.  Gormley,  Ward  15 ; 
George  Bently,  Ward  16 ;  William  E.  Dwyer, 
Ward  16;  Daniel  F.  Hennessey,  Ward  16; 
Arthur  J.  Holzman,  Ward  16  ;  Oscar  H.  Leon- 
ard, Ward  16;  Ralph  W.  Morris,  Ward  16; 
Edward  C.  Smith,  Ward  16;  Harold  B.  Col- 
cord,  Ward  17 ;  Watson  W.  Kilcup,  Ward  17  ; 
Alfred  E.  Newcomb,  Ward  17 ;  Richard  W. 
Petterson,  Ward  17 ;  Carroll  D.  Sullivan, 
Ward  17  ;  Harry  Weiss,  Ward  17 ;  William  E. 
B>eacb,  Ward  18;  Andrew  D.  Corbett,  Ward 
18;  Leon  W.  Freed,  Ward  18;  Francis  A. 
MacLean,  Ward  18;  William  F.  Pederson, 
Ward  18 ;  John  C.  Welsh,  Ward  IS ;  George 
E.  Williams,  Ward  18 ;  Dunning  Stanwood, 
Ward  19;  Sylvester  D.  Campbell,  Ward  20 
James  P.  Carty,  Ward  20 ;  John  A.  H.  M 
Hamipe,  Ward  20  ;  Lewis  A.  Elliott,  Ward  21 
Leo  E.  Sullivan,  Ward  22  ;  Grafton  A.  Wood 
Ward  22. 

Seventy-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  to  appear  March  1,  1937: 

James  P.  Madden,  Ward  2  ;  John  E  McCune, 
Ward  2  ;  Elmer  E.  Median,  Jr.,  Ward  2  :  Harry 
Harris,  Ward  3 ;  Francis  Madden,  Ward  3 ; 
Thomas  W.  Spear,  Ward  3 ;  Thomas  H.  Wil- 
liams, Ward  3  ;  Michael  Larkin,  Ward  4 ; 
Frank  J.  Russell,  Ward  4;  William  E.  Stark, 
Ward  4 ;  Frank  J.  Dolan,  Ward  5 ;  John  J. 
Callahan,  Jr.,  Ward  6  ;  Aloysius  B.  Graustuck, 
Ward  7 ;  Thomas  A.  McLaughlin,  Ward  7  ; 
Thomas  J.  Float,  Ward  8;  Perlie  F.  Hatch, 
Ward  8;  Clarence  B.  Balmforth,  Ward 
9 ;  Thomas  Martin,  Ward  9 ;  Daniel 
W.  Foley,  Ward  10;  Thomas  B.  White, 
Ward  10  ;  Owen  M.  Caldwell,  Ward  11 ;  Robert 
T.  Connell,  Ward  11;  Frank  W.  Dana,  Ward 
11  ;  Joseph  F.  Linse,  Ward  11 ;  George  H. 
Mitchell,  Jr.,  Ward  11;  Thomas  Sterling, 
Ward  12  ;  Herbert  E.  Track,  Ward  12  ;  Daniel 
J.  Campbell,  Ward  13 ;  Francis  B.  Doherty, 
Ward  113;  Philip  E.  Endres,  Ward  13;  Ed- 
ward F.  Marshall,  Ward  13 ;  John  J.  McQuade, 


Ward  13;  John  P.  McSweeney,  Ward  13; 
Thomas  E.  O'Toble,  Ward  13  ;  Leo  A.  Arnold, 
Ward  14 ;  Anthony  J.  D'Amato,  Ward  14 ; 
Charles  A.  Gilman,  Ward  14 ;  Simon  H. 
Greenberg,  Ward  14 ;  Philip  Kramer,  Ward 
14 ;  Harry  H.  Levenson,  Ward  14 ;  David  N. 
Morse,  Ward  14 ;  Samuel  S.  Nemser,  Ward 
14 ;  Lawrence  I.  Taylor,  Ward  14 ;  Donald 
Cunningham,  Ward  IS  ;  John  J.  Fitzgerald,  Jr., 
Ward  15;  Robert  S.  MacLeod,  Ward  15;  Fred- 
erick Howell,  Ward  16 ;  Thomas  J.  Kerrigan, 
Ward  16  ;  John  F.  Sullivan,  Ward  16  ;  Michael 
J.  Breninan,  Ward  17 ;  Charles  O.  Jacobs, 
Ward  17;  Floranee  P.  McCarthy,  Ward  17; 
Louis  IN.  Roff,  Ward  17;  Ernest  G.  Witney, 
Ward  17;  William  L.  Carney,  Ward  18;  Neil 
F.  Carroll,  Ward  18;  Timothy  J.  Crimmins, 
Ward  18  ;  Angus  M.  MacLeod,  Ward  IS  ;  Emil 
T.  Petersen,  Ward  18 ;  Douglass  S.  Welch, 
Ward  18;  Willard  P.  Welliver,  Ward  18; 
Herbert  Biggs,  Ward  19  ;  Alexander  L.  Cataldo, 
Ward  19 ;  George  T.  Reid,  Ward  19 ;  Edward 
A.  Belisle,  Ward  20 ;  Francis  G.  Hegner, 
Ward  20 ;  Bernhord  J.  Herman,  Ward  20 ; 
George  R.  O'Connell,  Ward  20 ;  James  E. 
Thompson,  Ward  20 ;  John  M.  Armstrong, 
Ward  21;  James  E.  Gallagher,  Ward  21; 
Frederick  A.  Hatch,  Ward  211 ;  Leon  C.  Roberts, 
Ward  21  ;  John  J.  Boyle  Jr.,  Ward  22  ;  William 
F.  Daughan,  Ward  22  ;  William  E.  Houlihan, 
Ward   22. 


ANNUAL   BUDGET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  30,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  accordance  with  section  3 
of  the  City  Charter  I  submit  herewith  in  fully 
segregated  form  my  budget  recommendations 
for  the  fiscal  year  of  1937  providing  allow- 
ances for  City,  County  and  Revenue  De- 
partments. It  must  be  borne  dn  mind,  how- 
ever, that  in  so  far  as  city  departments  are 
concerned  lit  is  impossible  'at  this  time  to 
forecast  'the  determination  of  legislation  pend- 
ing before  the  General  Court  which  has  for  its 
object  the  further  control  and  limitation  of 
our  borrowing  capacity  for  relief  items  dur- 
ing the  current  year ;  hence,  it  may  be  neces- 
sary after  such  legislation  ds  determined  to 
submit  to  your  Honorable  Body  a  supplement- 
ary budget  pursuant  to  and  in  consonance  with 
tike  provisions  of  such  legislation  as  may  be 
enacted  by  the  General  Court  respecting  said 
borrowings  for  relief  purposes  during  the 
current  fiscal  year. 

Appropriations  recommended  for  city  de- 
partments, exclusive  of  borrowings  for  relief 
purposes,  aggregate  $34,177,667.07.  This  repre- 
sents a  reduction  of  approximately  $4,000,000 
in  estimates  submitted  by  deportment  heads 
and  a  net  decrease  from  allowances  for  the 
year  1936,  also  exclusive  of  borrowings,  of 
$57,543.27,  the  details  of  which  decrease  ap- 
pear in  Exhibit  A  hereto  attached.  This  de- 
crease has  been  accomplished  notwithstand- 
ing the  following  extraordinary  expenses  : 
Providing  for  150  additional  police 
officers  and  70  additional  firemen 

from  the   1st  of  April $264,000  00 

Servicing  of  the  new  surgical  build- 
ing alt  the  Boston  City  Hospital 

from    April    1 330,000  00 

Extraordinary  changes  and  additions 
at  Long  Island  Hospital  for  the 

care  of  the  chronic  ill 40,600  00 

Additional  requirements  for  Sanitary 

districts  under  contract 105,000  00 

Total  approximate  additional  extra- 
ordinary expenses  for  current 
fiscal  year $739,600  00 

Recommendations  for  county  departments 
which  are  entirely  separate  from  and  inde- 
pendent of  the  city  maintenance  budget  ag- 
gregate $3,645,653.09.  This  sum  represents  a 
reduction  of  $274,210.30  from  estimates  sub- 
mitted by  'county  official  and  is  a  net  ill" 
crease  of  only  $50,723.43  over  appropriations 
authorized   in   1936   for   county  purposes,   not- 
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withstanding  Step-rate  increases  of  $45,500 
and  the  extraordinary  increase  of  $30,000  in 
the  item  of  pndbation  personnel  of  the  Central 
Court  for  the  new  salary  schedule  established 
as  a  result  of  the  enactment  of  chapter  360 
of  the  Legislative  Acts  of  1936,  which  author- 
ized (the  Chief  Justice  of  said  court,  with  the 
approval  of  his  associates,  to  establish  the 
salaries  of  the  probation  force  without  refer- 
ence to  your  Honorable  Body  as  County  Com- 
missioners and  the  Mayor. 

'The  amount  recommended  for  revenue  de- 
partments will  be  met  from  the  income  of 
these  departments,  and  while  necessary  to 
be  included  in  the  budget  recommendations, 
will  wot  be  included  in  the  tax  levy,  since 
this  amount  will  be  offset  by  the  receipts  of 
these   departments. 

Appropriations  recommended  for  mainten- 
ance requirements  of  city  and  county  depart- 
ments which  must  be  included  in  the  1937 
tax  levy,  exclusive  of  borrowings,  are  set  out 
in  detail  in  the  comparison  tables  hereto  ap- 
pendied,  in  which  all  borrowings  made  or 
anticipated    have   been    eliminated. 

In  arriving  at  the  'within  budget  recom- 
mendations for  the  several  departments  every 
effort  has  been  made  to  keep  departmental 
allowances  at  the  lowest  possible  minimum 
consistent  with  proper  and  adequate  service  to 
the  citizens,  and  it  is  noteworthy  that 
the  efficiency  in  several  departments  will  be 
increased,  notably  the  Police,  Fire  and  Hos- 
pital. 

It  is  impossible,  of  course,  at  the  present 
time  to  forecast  a  tax  rate  for  the  current 
year.  Practically  all  the  tax  rate  factors 
other  than  the  within  budget  allowances  can- 
not toe  determined  at  this  time. 

I  would  direct  your  attention  to  the  provi- 
sion of  law  that  this  year  departments  can 
expend  a  sum  equal  only  to  one  third  of  the 
budget  appropriations  for  the  year  1936, 
therefore  I  would  recommend  prompt  con- 
sideration and  adoption  of  the  accompanying 
orders. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.    Mansfield,   Mayor. 

Appropriations  and  Tax  Orders   for  the 
Financial   Year   1937. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
payable  during  the  financial  year  beginning 
with  the  first  day  of  January,  1937,  for  per- 
forming the  duties  and  exercising  the  powers 
devolved  by  statute  or  ordinance,  or  by  vote 
of  the  City  Council  during  the  year,  upon  the 
City  of  Boston  or  County  of  Suffolk,  or  the 
departments  or  officers  thereof,  the  respective 
sums  of  money  specified  in  the  tables  and 
schedules  hereinafter  set  out  be,  and  the  same 
are,  hereby  appropriated  for  the  several  de- 
partments and  for  the  objects  and  purposes 
hereinafter  stated. 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriation  for  Water 
Service,  current  expenses,  and  the  payment 
to  the  state,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
488  of  the  Acts  of  l'S95  and  acts  in  addi- 
tion or  amendment  thereto,  and  for  the  in- 
terest and  debt  requirements  or  for  loans 
issued  for  water  purposes  ibe  met  by  the  in- 
come of  said  works  and  any  excess  over  in- 
come from  taxes ;  that  the  appropriation  for 
Printing  Department  be  met  by  the  depart- 
ment income  and  any  excess  over  income  from 
taxes;  and  the  appropriation  for  City  Record 
be  met  by  the  income  of  said  publication  and 
any  excess  over  income  from  taxes  ;  and  the 
appropriation  for  the  Traffic  Tunnel  be  met 
by  the  income  from  tolls  and  any  excess  over 
income  from  taxes,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  section  11,  chapter  297  of  the 
Acts  of  1929,  as  amended  by  chapter  74  of 
the  Acts  of  1935;  that  the  other  appropria- 
tions hereinafter  specified  be  met  out  of  the 
money  remaining  in  the  treasury  at  the  close 
of  business  on  December  31,  1936,  exclusive  of 
the  money  raised  by  loan  or  needed  to  carry 
out  the  requirements  of  any  statute,  gift,  trust 
or  special  appropriation,  by  the  income  of  the 
financial  year  beginning  January  1,  1937,  and 
taxes  to  the  amount  of  $31,506,S20.16,  said 
amount  Ibe  raised  by  taxation  on  the  polls  and 
estates  in  the  City  of  Boston. 


Ordered,  That  all  sums  of  money  which 
form  no  part  of  the  income  of  the  city,  but 
shall  be  paid  for  services  rendered  or  work 
done  by  any  department  or  division  for  any 
other  department  or  division,  or  for  any 
person  or  corporation  other  than  the  City  of 
Boston  be  paid  into  the  general  treasury, 
and  that  all  contributions  made  to  any  ap- 
propriation be  expended  for  the  objects  and 
purposes  directed  by  the  several  contributors 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  all  taxes  raised  to  meet  the 
appropriations  of  the  city  and  all  taxes 
assessed  for  meeting  the  city's  proportion  of 
the  state  tax  for  the  y£ar  1937,  or  for  any 
other  taxes  or  assessments  payable  to  the 
Commonwealth,  shall  be  payable  in  two 
equal  installments,  on  July  first  and  on  October 
first  of  1937 ;  that  interest  shall  be  charged 
on  all  taxes  remaining  unpaid  after  the  first 
day  of  November,  1937,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  chapter  59,  section  57  of 
the  General  Laws,  as  amended  by  chapter  254, 
section  12  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  until  paid, 
except  the  taxes  assessed  upon  shares  of 
national  banks,  which  shall  bear  interest  at 
li  late  of  12  per  cent  per  annum  from  the 
first  day  of  October,  1937,  until  paid,  and 
that  all  interest  which  shall  have  become  due 
"ii  taxes  shall  be  added  to  and  be  part  of 
such  taxes. 

Ordered,  That  except  as  the  appropriation 
for  any  purpose  or  item  shall  be  increased 
by  additional  appropriations  or  transfers 
lawfully  made,  no  money  shall  be  expended 
by  any  department  for  any  of  the  purposes  or 
items  designated  in  the  tables  and  schedules 
hereinafter  set  out  in  excess  of  the  amount 
set  down  as  appropriated  for  such  specific 
purpose  or  item  ;  and  except  as  aforesaid  no 
salaries  or  wages  shall  be  paid  in  excess  of 
the  rates  specified  in  6aid  tables  and  "schedules. 

Departmental    Allowances     Recommended 

By  Mayor  for  1937. 

City    Maintenance. 

Department.  Allowances. 

Art     Department $1,000  00 

Assessing    Department 308,102  77 

Auditing    Department 81,673  14 

Boston    Port   Authority 42,301  00 

Boston    Retirement   Board 32,391  39 

Boston    Traffic    Commission 174.216  34 

Budget    Department 11,988  00 

Building    Department 220,787  84 

Board  of   Appeal 15,065  00 

Board    of    Examiners 5,315  00 

Citv   Clerk  Department 45,345  3S 

City     Council 85,055  00 

City   Council   Proceedings 11,250  00 

City     Documents 35,000  00 

City    Planning    Board 34,960  00 

Collecting     Department 169,186  26 

Election    Department 241,761  27 

Finance    Commission 50,000  00 

Fire   Department 4,316,877  £5 

Wire     Division 102,501  56 

Health     Department 953,373  34 

Hospital     Department 3,598,958  37 

Sanatorium     Division 644,557  85 

Institutions  Department: 

Central     Office 47,398  00 

Child    Welfare    Division 344,166  70 

Long  Island   Hospital 839,192  66 

Steamers         "Hibbard"         and 

"O'Meara"     64,850  00 

Law     Department 136,894  41 

Library     Department 1,229.429  00 

Licensing     Board 49,591  80 

Market     Department 16,122  67 

Mayor's     Office 84,060  00 

Public      Celebrations 39,000  00 

Conventions,     etc 12,500  00 

Park     Department 1,327,826  32 

Cemetery     Division 84,013  73 

Police    Department 6,086,300  17 

Public    Buildings    Department 559,783  4S 

Real    Estate    Division 20,000  00 

Public  Welfare  Department: 

Central    Office 4,169,030  80 

Temporary     Home 11,249  00 

Wayfarers'    Lodge 15,740  00 

Public    Works   Department: 

Central     Office 38,467  82 
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Bridge  (Service $428,716  50 

Bridges,    Repairs,    etc 50,000  00 

Ferry    Service 336,211  68 

Lighting     Service 981,777  00 

Paving     Service 1,295,476  33 

Snow    Removal 400,000  00 

Sanitary     Service 2,390,497   82 

Sewer    Service 556,548  00 

Registry    Department 73,606  77 

Reserve      Fund 400,000  00 

Sinking    Funds    Department 2,900  00 

Soldiers'    Relief    Department 508,740  07 

Statistics     Department 6,150  00 

Street    Laying-Out    Department....  188,(896  84 

Supply    Department 70,365  43 

Treasury    Department 80,325  86 

Weights     and  ,  Measures    Depart- 
ment       50,171  45 

Total    City   Maintenance ...$34,177,667  07 

County  Maintenance. 
Department.  Allowances. 
Suffolk   County   Courthouse    (Cus- 
todian)        $268,556  64 

County      Buildings 111,701  36 

Jail     258,690  25 

Supreme  Judicial   Court 64,025  34 

Superior      Court,      Cavil     Session, 

General     Expenses 418,204  60 

Superior      Court,      Civil      Session, 

Clerk's     Office 190,611  91 

Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session,  491,507  34 

Probate     Court 25,723  89 

Municipal  Court,  City  of   Boston..  487,108  34 
Municipal       Court,       Charlestown 

District      33,552  03 

East   Boston   District   Court 31,674  18 

Municipal    Court,     South    Boston 

District     32,128  38 

Municipal   Court,  Dorchester  Dis- 
trict       44,159  16 

Municipal     Court,     Roxbury    Dis- 
trict    „ 100,054  52 

Municipal    Court,    West    Roxbury 

District      38,079  50 

Municipal    Court,     Brighton    Dis- 
trict       22,223  00 

Boston    Juvenile    Court 29,063  42 

District  Court  of   Chelsea 38,425  60 

Registry    of    Deeds 194,078  88 

Index      Commissioners 25,246  50 

Insanity     Cases 38,120  00 

Land      Court 8,945  00 

Medical  Examiner  Service,  North- 
ern   Division 25,470  40 

Medical  Examiner  Service,   South- 
ern   Division 17,572  00 

Associate  Medical  Examiner  Serv- 
ice,   Northern    Division 2,105  00 

Associate  Medical  Examiner  Serv- 
ice,  Southern   Division 2,015  00 

Miscellaneous    Expenses : 

Auditing      Department 19,912  34 

Budget    Department 2,162  87 

'Collecting     Department 1,400  00 

Sheriff     4,250  00 

Treasury     Department ,' 6,265  00 

Granite  Avenue  Bridge 3,501  70 

Social    Law    Library 1,000  00 

Penal    Institutions    Department : 

Office     Expenses 43,361  57 

House    of    Correction 500,283  51 

Steamer   "Michael  J.  Perkins"..  64,473  86 


Total   County  Maintenance       $3,645,653  00 


Revenue  Departments. 

Department.  Allowances. 

Printing     Department $406,051-63 

Departmental      Stationery     and 

Postage     125,000  00 

City   Record,    Publication   of 33,550  50 

Public    Works    Department: 

Water     Service 1,166,033  84 

Water    Income    Division 283,740  00 

Traffic     Tunnel 256,773  26 

Collecting    Department: 

Water    Division 100,875  16 

Total    Revenue    Departments    $2,372,024  39 


Ways  and  Means  other  than  Taxes  for  1937. 
An  estimate  of  the  ways  and  means,  ciher 
than  taxes,  of  meeting  expenditures  of  the 
City  of  Boston  and  County  of  Suffolk,  for  the 
year   ending   December   31,    1937. 

.Building    Department ; $40,000  00 

Boston   Traffic  Commission 10,500  00 

City   Clerk   Department 27,000  00 

Collecting    Department 40,000  00 

Fire    Department 76,000  00 

Health  Department 18,000  00 

Hospital    Department 320,000  0.0 

Institutions  Department 16,000  00 

Interest   810.000  00 

Library    Department 25,000  00 

Licensing     Board 42,000  00 

Liquor    Licenses 1,450,000  00 

Market    Department 75,000  00 

Mayor    60,000  00 

Park     Department ,  80,000  00 

Pedlers'    Licenses 6,000   00 

Police     Department 55,000  00 

Public  Buildings  Department 20,000  00 

Public  Welfare  Department 2,400,000  00 

Public    Works     Department 145,000  00 

Registry    Department 26,500  00 

Soldiers'    Relief    Department 85,000  00 

Street   Laying-Out  Department....  50,000  00 
Treasury   Department — Cash   Dis- 
counts      75,000  00 

Weights    and    Measures     (Depart- 
ment    14,500  00 

County   of   Suffolk 350,000  00 

$6,316,500  00 


Referred    to    the   Committee   on    Appropria- 
tions. 


RESUBMISSION     OF    SEWERAGE    WORKS 
ORDERS. 

The  following  was   received : 
City    of    Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    February    1,    1937. 
To    the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  resubmitting  herewith 
the  appropriation  orders  for  sewerage  works 
which  your  Honorable  Body  rejected  without 
prejudice  at  its  last  meeting  and  earnestly 
urge  their  passage   in   their   present  form. 

I  am  satisfied  that  authority  should  be 
given  to  expend  the  full  amount  set  forth  in 
the  orders  transmitted  herewith.  The  letter 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  which 
was  submitted  to  your  Honorable  Body,  set 
forth  in  considerable  detail  the  reasons  upon 
which  my  recommendation  is  based.  It  is,  of 
course,  within  your  province  under  the  charter 
to  decrease  the  amount  of  an  appropriation 
order  if  such  a  course  should  commend  itself 
to  you.  It  is  my  duty  to  recommend  to  you 
what  I  consider  to  be  in  the  interest  of  the 
city  and  in  view  of  that  I  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  appropriation  Orders  in  the 
forms  herewith  submitted  and  in  the  amounts 
set   forth    in    said    forms. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  larger  part 
of  the  amount  for  which  the  appropriation  is 
requested  is  to  be  expended  on  W.  P.  A. 
projects  I  respectfully  request  prompt  pass- 
age in  order  that  a  termination  of  employ- 
ment of  W.  P.  A.  workers  will  not  be  necessi- 
tated. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

_  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion one  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  of  the  Acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and 
thirty  and  section  five  of  chapter  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  of  the  Acts  of  nine- 
teen hundred  .and  thirty-six  the  sum  of  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars  ($600,000)  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works,  for  the  construction 
of  sewerage  works,  and  that  the  City  Treas- 
urer may  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon 
approval  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates 
of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 
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Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion five  of  chapter  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  of  the  Acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six  the  sum  of  one  hundred  sixty-two 
thousand,  twenty  six  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
($162,026.50)  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
for  the  construction  of  sewerage  works,  said 
amount  to  be  raised  by  taxation  on  the  polls 
and    estates    in    the    City    of    Boston- 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  replying  to 
the  last  paragraph  of  the  Mayor's  message 
I  simply  want  to  say  to  the  Mayor  that  if 
there  is  any  termination  of  the  employment 
of  W.  P.  A.  workers,  the  blame  must  lie 
where  it  belongs',  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
Mayor  and  not  on  those  of  the  members  of 
the    City    Council. 

The  message  and  orders  were  referred  to 
the    Committee    on    Finance. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred    to    the    committees    named.    Viz. : 

Claims. 

Alter  Brothers,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

George  J.  Burns,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  La  Grange 
and    Washington    streets. 

Frank  B.  Ells,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at 
Westland    avenue   and    St;    Stephen    street. 

I.  Friedman,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  caused  by  steam-roller  breaking 
tlrain. 

'Lisetta  Gaeta,  for  compensation  for  collapse 
of  water  boiler  at  132  Grove  street,  caused 
by    water    being    shut   off. 

Knight  Leather  Products,  for  refund  on 
refuse  tickets. 

Mamigon  Restaurant,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

Vincent  C.  Murphy,  for  refund  on  ferry 
tickets. 

Clarette  Netsch,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  West- 
land   avenue. 

Jacob    Paris,    for    refund    on    refuse    tickets. 

Shepard  Realty  Trust,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  153  Arlington  street, 
caused   by   defective  hydrant. 

Winifred  M.  Shepard,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  defective  water 
hydrant. 

Jacob  Solomon,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Grace  M.  Unitt,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  City 
Hall    Annex. 


MINORS'   LICENSES. 

Application  for  minors'  licenses  were  re- 
ceived from  sixty-five  newsboys  and  six  boot- 
blacks. 

Licenses   grainted   under   usual  conditions. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recommend- 
ing passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  'and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the 
City  of  Boston  for  the  month  of  January,  1937. 

Report  accepted ;   said  order  passed. 


SIDEWALK  ON  HAMMOND  AVENUE. 

Coum.    JOHN   I.    FITZGERALD    offered   the 

following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Hammond  ave- 
nue, from  Leverett  to  Chambers  streets.  Ward 
3,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon  ; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above 


the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in   width,   and  to  be  built  of   granolithic,   with 
granite    edgestones,     under    the    provisions    of 
chapter   1%   of  the  Special  Acts  of   1917. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONSTRUCTION    OF    WARD    19    STREETS. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  offered  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  'lay  out  and  construct  as  a  public 
highway  Hawthorne  street,  through  Cornauba 
street   to   Brown   avenue,   Ward    19. 


Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  lay  out  and  construct  as  a  public 
highway   Grover  street,   Ward   19. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  FOSTER  STREET. 

Coun.   GALLAGHER  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners   be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  extend  and  construct  Hatherley  road, 
through   to    Foster   street.    Ward   22. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER  submitted,  in  con- 
nection with  the  above,  the  following  com- 
munications,   viz. : 

Thomas    A.    Edison    Intermediate   School, 
Glenmont  Road, 
Brighton,   Mass.,   January  26,    1937. 
Hon.   Edward  M.  Gallagher, 
City    HaD,   Boston,    Mass. 

Dear  Councilor  Gallagher, — On  October  19, 
1936,  I  wrote  you  a  letter  seeking  your  help 
in  obtaining  the  extension  and  construction  of 
Hatherley  road  through  to  Foster  street.  At 
that  time,  I  mentioned  briefly  the  reason  for 
such  request.  A  copy  of  this  letter  is  at- 
tached. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  several  hun- 
dred children  who  live  in  that  area  between 
Chestnut  Hill  avenue.  Washington  street,  and 
the  Brookline  line,  who  pass  through  the  field 
adjacent  to  Hatherley  road  in  order  to  shorten 
their  journey  to  6chool.  It  would  be  a  safe 
prediction  to  say  that  in  a  few  years  at  least 
500   children   will   live   in   that   area. 

In  order  to  go  from  Chestnut  Hill  avenue 
to  Foster  street,  at  the  present  time,  one  must 
either  go  by  way  of  Washington  street  or 
by  way  of  Kirkwood  road,  and  these  two 
streets  must  be  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
apart.  Consequently,  there  is  a  stretch  along 
Chesbnut  Hill  avenue  about  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  with  no  way  of  crossing  to  Foster  street 
except  by  way  of  Mt.  Vernon,  which  is  a 
narrow,   unimproved   street. 

There  is  considerable  building  activity  go- 
ing on  in  the  area  of  Hatherley  road,  and  it  is 
feared  that  if  some  action  is  not  taken  now, 
it  will  be  impossible  later  to  construct  a  cross 
street  from  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  to  Foster 
street. 

Kirkwood  road  is  being  considerably  used 
and  the  junction  of  South  street,  Kirkwood 
road,  and  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  is  a  very 
dangerous  spot. 

Hatherley  road  extends  from  Chestnut  Hill 
avenue  almost  opposite  the  fire  station.  If 
it  were  extended  and  constructed  through  to 
Foster  street,  it  would  certainly  assist  the 
Fire  Department  in  its  access  to  Foster  street 
and  the  area  beyond,  and  remove  the  dangerous, 
sharp  turns  on  Kirkwood  road, — and,  in 
general,  the  extension  of  Hatherley  road  would 
mean    greater  safety. 

The  people  in  this  section  are  greatly  in- 
terested in  this  project.  They  are  more  than 
interested.  They  rather  demand  that  Hatherley 
road  be  extended  and  constructed  through  to 
Foster  street.  As  evidence  of  this  demand, 
there  is  being  presented  herewith  a  petition 
bearing  at  least  1,650  names  of  residents  of 
Boston   fa%roring  this   project. 


FEBRUARY     1,     1937. 
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The  signers  of  this  petition  (believe  that  you 
will    do     all    that     you    can    with    the    proper 
authorities    to   obtain   the    extension    and    con- 
struction of  Hatherley  road  to  Foster  street. 
Sincerely   yours, 
George  W.  Gammon,  Master. 

October   19,    1936. 
Hon.   Edward  M.  Gallagher, 

21   Oak  Square   Avenue,   Brighton,  Mass. 

Dear  Councilor  Gallagher, — I  am  writing  to 
ask  if  you  would  be  good  enough  to  take  up 
with  the  City  Council  the  matter  of  having 
Hatherley  tread   extended   to   Foster   street. 

The  field  on  Foster  street  has  been  a 
thoroughfare  for  a  great  number  of  our  pupils. 
Soom  the  pupils  will  not  be  allowed  the  use 
of  this  field  because  of  the  construction  of 
many   new  houses   on    Chiswiick   terrace. 

Also,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  a  great 
help  to  the  Fire  Department  to  have  Hatherley 
road   extended. 

I  shall  appreciate  any  consideration  that 
you   can    give  this  matter. 

With   kindest   personal   regards,   I   am, 
Sincerely  yours, 
George  W.  Gammon,  Master. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

President  FITZGERALD  called  up,  under 
unfinished  business,  Nos.  1  and  2  on  the 
calendar,  viz. : 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  By  the 
Mayor  January  25,  1937,  of  John  R.  Healy, 
Walter  J,  Brenman,  Frank  Caruso,  John  Pillow, 
Donald  H.  MacLellan,  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal ; 
and  Andre  AJbano,  Charles  V.  Hurley,  to  be 
Weighers    of    Goods. 

2.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  January  25,  1937,  of  Asher  E.  Horo- 
witz, to  be  a  Constable  authorized  to  serve 
civil   process. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Agnew  and  Selvitella.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  12,  yes  12,  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


SHUTTLE  TRAINS,  FIELDS  CORNER. 

Coun.    TOBIN   offered    the   following : 
Ordered,     That   the   trustees    of   the    Boston 
Elevated    consider   the   advisability   of    running 
shuttle    trains    in    the    rush    hours    from    the 
Fields   Corner   Station. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BUILDINGS  IN  HANCOCK  STREET  YARD. 

Coun.    TOBIN   offered   the   following: 
Ordered,     That    the    building     now    used     in 
the  Hancock  Street  Yard  of  the  Public  Works 
Department    as    an    office    be    maintained    be- . 
cause  of   its   historical   background. 

Ordered,  That  the  new  building  in  the  Han- 
cock Street  Yard  of  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment be  transferred  to  the  Health  De- 
partment to  be  used  for  a  baby  clinic. 

'Coun.  TOBIN^Mr.  President,  these  last 
two  orders  can  be  considered  together.  At 
the  present  time  in  the  Hancock  street  yard 
there  is  an  odd  building  that  is  used  as  an 
office  in  the  paving  yard  and  they  have  built 
an  elaborate  two-story  building  for  another 
office.  The  plan  is  to  tear  down  the  old 
building  and  transfer  the  yard  facilities  to 
this  new  building.  We  feel,  getting  as  little 
as  we  do  in  the  Dorchester  district  in  the  line 
of  buildings,  that  this  new  construction  could 
be  of  benefit  to  the  entire  section  of  Dor- 
chester if  used  as  a  clinic  for  the  babies  of 
the  district.  At  the  present  time  women 
have  to  wheel  or  carry  their  babies  sometimes 
for     3|     miles,    from     Codman    square,     Fields 


Corner  and  other  sections  of  Dorchester.  At 
the  same  time,  if  the  present  building  is 
preserved  as  it  is  now.  it  will  be  of  importance 
to  the  Dorchester  Historical  Society,  because 
foir  many  years  that  was  the  original  county 
jail ;  and  the  building  itself  is  so  constructed 
that  it  is  adapted  for  use  in  the  yard  by  the 
foremen  and  workers.  So,  if  the  present 
structure  is  kept,  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment could  be  satisfied,  and  instead  of 
using  the  new  building  for  the  Public  Works 
Department  it  could  be  used  as  a  baby  clinic. 
Both  of  these  activities  would  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the   City   of   Boston. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule. 


DUMPING    OF    INFLAMMABLE    RUBBISH. 

Coun.   TOBIN   offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Health  Department  and 
the  Fire  Commissioner,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  take  immediate  steps  to  prevent 
the  dumping  of  inflammable  and  danger- 
ous rubbish  in  the  rear  of  the  factories  of 
the   Glover   Corner    section    of    Dorchester. 

Coun.  TOBEN— (Mr.  President,  this  section 
was  the  scene  of  a  very  serious  disaster.  Only 
this  moirning  the  second  of  two  children  re- 
ceived injuries  Causing  death.  One  of  the 
first  acts  I  had  occasion  to  perform  when  I 
first  came  into  the  City  Council  was  to  ad- 
vocate the  cleaning  up  of  that  section  and 
using  it  as  a  playground.  The  city  authorities 
have  refused  not  only  that  use,  but  have 
changed  the  zoning  law  so  that  instead  of 
that  being  a  residential  district  it  can  be  used 
for  mercantile  establishments.  We  feel  that 
this  section  from  Glover's  Comer  to  Andrew 
square  is  unsightly  and  unhealthy,  because  of 
the  use  as  a  dump  of  both  sides  of  the  rapid 
transit.  We  'have  the  spectacle  of  new  apart- 
menlts  going  up  and  at  the  same  time  the 
use  as  a  dump  of  both  sides  of  the  ivapid 
transit.  This  preventive  step  is  something 
that  has  been  agitated  for  many  years  by 
councilors  from  different  sections  of  Dorchester, 
and  we  feel  that  these  dumps  should  be  closed 
or  at  least  covered  over  in  some  way,  so 
that  there  may  be  more  pleasant  surroundings 
out  there,  more  safeguards  for  the  public 
and  for  children,  and  so  that  refuse  from 
mercantile  establishments  may  cease  to  be 
thrown  on  the  property.  I  know,  because  of 
a  number  of  complaints  that  I  have  received, 
that  this  will  be  of  benefit  also  to  commuters 
going  through  the  district  on  the  way  to 
Milton  and  other  places,  that  it  will  result 
in  improved  health  conditions  for  the  people 
of  the  district,  and  that  it  will  safeguard  the 
children  of  the  neighborhood. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


OPERATION     OF     RENDERING     PLANTS. 

Coun.  TOBIN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  requesting  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  to  take  action  against  ren- 
dering plants  operating  in  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton without  license  and  against  the  law  and 
to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  laws  relative 
to    the   operation    of    rendering    plants. 

Coun.  TOBIN— Mr.  President,  some  time 
ago,  specifically  on  October  21,  1935,  the  City 
Council  passed  a  resolution  asking  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  whether  or  not  a  license 
was  required  for  operating  a  rendering  plant 
in  the  City  of  Boston.  The  Corporation 
Counsel  replied  the  following  week,  on  Oc- 
tober 28,  1935,  that  a  license  had  to  be  issued 
for  such  a  purpose,  in  accordance  with  chapter 
111,  section  151,  of  General  Laws  ;  that  it  was 
illegal  to  operate  a  rendering  plant  or  to 
allow  said  trade  or  occupation  to  be  carried 
on  "without  first  obtaining  the  consent  and 
permission  of  the  Mayor  and  City  Council." 
Section  152,  of  chapter  111  provides  that  "who- 
ever occupies  or  uses  any  building  or  premises 
in  violation  of  this  or  the  preceding  section 
shall    forfeit    not    more    than    $200    for    every 
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month  of  such  occupancy  or  use,  and  in  like 
proportion  for  a  shorter  time."  It  has  been 
ruled  hy  our  Corporation  Counsel  that  such 
premises  are  now  being  used  contrary  to  law ; 
in  other  words,  that  such  plants  are  subject 
to  a  forfeit.  AQso,  in  the  Suffolk  Superior 
Court,  Equity  45419,  in  Bartholomew  Palmisano 
versus  Chamberlain  Company  and  Handschu- 
macher  Company,  a  finding  of  fact  was  made 
that  "the  defendant  has  not  secured  a  right 
to  carry  on  his  rendering  business  from  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Boston."  We  have 
therefore,  the  spectacle  of  companies  doing 
business  in  defiance  of  law,  without  obtaining 
a  license  and  without  paying  their  forfeit,  and 
nothing  done  by  the  city  authorities.  I  trust 
that  this  matter  will  be  taken  care  of  by  the 
Law  Department,  and  that  there  will  be  no 
further    trouble   of    this    kind. 

Coun.  ROBERTS— Mr.  President,  I  was 
the  original  offerer  of  the  order  calling  upon 
the  Corporation  Counsel  to  explain  why  no 
action  was  taken.  This  Council  has  been  ac- 
tive in  the  last  two  years  on  such  open 
violations  of  law.  We  first  called  the  late 
Health  Commissioner  before  us  at  a  hearing 
in  the  Executive  Committee,  and  either  the 
commissioner  or  one  of  his  assistants  tried 
to  explain  to  us  that  one  of  the  places  com- 
plained of  was  not  really  a  rendering  plant, 
but  two  others  were,  although  they  did  not 
have  a  license.  Following  that  we  secured 
the  opinion  of  the  Corporation  Counsel,  re- 
ferred to  by  the  councilor  who  has  in- 
troduced this  new  order,  and  since  then 
we  have  had  no  action.  I  move  that 
this  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  that  the  Corporation  Counsel 
and  the  Health  Commissioner  be  Bent  for. 
If  no  action  is  forthcoming,  it  would  seem 
that  At  was  up  to  at  least  one  of  the  two, 
since  the  matter  has  been  called  to  their  at- 
tention and  no  action  has  been  taken.  If  no 
action  is  still  taken,  the  Council  should  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  law  is  being 
openly  violated,  and  there  will  be  nothing 
left  but  for  the  Council  to  demand  the  re- 
moval of  the  Corporation  Counsel  or  the 
Health  Commissiner.  I  trust  that  this  will 
be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  and 
that  we  will  have  a  report  at  the  next  meeting. 
President  FITZGERALD— The  Chair  will 
suggest  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Safety,  unless  the  councilor  objects. 
There  being  no  objection,  the  order  was 
referred    to    the    Committee    on    Public    Safety. 


TRAFFIC     SIGNALS,     SAVIN     HILL     AND 
DORCHESTER   AVENUES. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 

following : 

Ordered,   That  his   Honor  the  Mayor   be  re- 
quested   to    instruct   the   Traffic    Commissioner 


to  have  installed  at  the  junction  of  Savin 
Hill  avenue  and  Dorchester  avenue  traffic 
signals. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


WARD  6  TRAFFIC  LIGHTS. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  offered  the 
following  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  traffic  signal  lights  at  the  intersection 
of   D   street  and   Broadway,    Ward   6. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


RESURFACING    OF    WENSLEY   STREET. 

Coun.    DOHERTY    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,      to     resurface     with      smooth      paving 
Wensley    6treet,    Ward    10. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


TRAFFIC     SIGNALS,     ROXBURY. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  instruct  the  Traffic  Commissioner 
to  install  automatic  traffic  signals  at  the 
junction  of  Warren  and  St.  James  streets 
and  Warren  street  and  Walnut  avenue  in 
Roxbury. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


PROPOSED  TRANSFER  TO  FISKE  WHARF 
PROPERTY. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  DOWD,  the  Council 
took  from  the  table  No.  5  on  the  calendar, 
viz. : 

5.  Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chap- 
ter 261  of  the  Acts  of  1S93  the  City  Auditor 
be,    and    hereby    is,    authorized    to   transfer : 

From  the  appropriation  for  Sales  of  City 
Property.  $25,000,  to  the  appropriation  for 
Fiske   Wharf    Property,    Purchase  of,    $25,000. 

The  order  was  rejected  upon  roll  call,  yeas 
6,   nays    10 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Brackman,  Finley,  John  I. 
Fitzgerald,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  A. 
Murray,     Selvitella — 6. 

Nays — Coun.  Agnew,  Doherty,  Dowd,  Kil- 
roy,  McGrath,  Mellen,  George  A.  Murray, 
Roberts,     Shattuck,     Tobin — 10. 


Adjourned  at  2.48  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  AGNEW.  to  meet  on  Monday,  Febru- 
ary   8.    1937,    at   2    p.    m. 


CITY     OP     BOSTON    PBINTINO     DEPABTMEN't 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  February  8,  1937. 
Regular   meeting    of   the   City    Council   in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
FITZGERALD  in  the  chair,  and  all  the  members 
present. 


RESURFACING   BRINSLEY   STREET. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  1,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  rela- 
tive to  your  order  of  November  23,  1936,  to  re- 
surface with  smooth  paving  Brinsley  street  in 
Ward  14,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  January  28,  1937. 
Mr.  John  F.  Gilmore,  Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office, 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  note  of  November  25, 
1936,  with  attached  order  of  City  Council  dated 
November  23,  1936,  and  reading  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  Brinsley  street, 
Ward  14,  -under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction," 
I  wish  to  state  that  Brinsley  street,  Ward  14,  has 
been  included  in  a  W.  P.  A.  project  which  has 
been  submitted  and  is  now  under  consideration. 
Respectfully  yours, 

E.  M.  Richardson, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


PURCHASE  OF  FISKE   WHARF 
PROPERTY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  8,  1937. 
•  To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  resubmitting  herewith  the 
order  for  the  purchase  of  the  Fiske  Wharf  property 
and  urge  that  it  be  adopted. 

There  is  very  great  need  on  the  Boston  water- 
front for  additional  piers  and  this  seems  to  be  a 
good  opportunity  of  making  a  start  in  that  direc- 
tion. The  Boston  Port  Authority  is  continually 
striving  for  more  business  for  the  port,  but,  as 
was  remarked  in  the  Boston  Globe  last  week,  the 
thing  to  do  is  to  supply  more  piers  before  we  ask 
for '  more  business,  as  the  harbor  recently  has 
been  so  crowded  that  cargoes  have  had  to  wait 
for  many  days  before  finding  a  berth  at  which  to 
unload  or  reload. 

The  Fiske  Wharf  property  was  assessed  for 
$200,000  and  at  one  time  was  mortgaged  for  over 
$225,000.  This  is  offered  to  the  city  for  $25,000, 
a  mere  nominal  price.  The  property  adjoins  the 
North  End  Park  and  is  not  far  from  the  North 
Ferry  property  now  owned  by  the  city. 

It  has  come  to  my  attention  that  private 
interests  are  now  attempting  to  procure  title  to 
thiB  stretch  of  waterfront,  from  and  including 
Fiske  Wharf  to  and  including  the  North  Ferry 
property,  with  the  intention  of  constructing  a-pier. 

It  would  seem  to  be  the  part  of  wisdom  and 
foresight  to  Becure  the  Fiske  Wharf  property  now, 
as  it  will  not  be  many  yearB  before  it  will  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  Boston  to  acquire  addi- 
tional dock  and  pier  room  on  the  harbor  front. 
In  the  meantime,  until  it  could  be  used  as  pier 
property,  it  could  be  used  as  a  playground  and 
waterfront  resort,  municipal  landing  place  for 
pleasure  and  other  craft,  and  in  further  develop- 
ment of  the  facilities  of  North  End  Park. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.   Mansfield,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  appro- 
priation for  Sales  of  City  Property,  $25,000,  to 
the  appropriation  for  Fiske  Wharf  Property, 
Purchase  of,  $25,000. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


CONVENIENCE   STATION,    CITY   HALL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  8,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
relative  to  your  order  of  January  25,  1937,  con- 
cerning the  convenience  station  in  the  basement 
of  City  Hall. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

February  2,  1937. 
John  F.  Gilmore,  Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  the  attached  order 
of  the  City  Council  regarding  the  convenience 
station  in  the  basement  of  City  Hall,  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  some  time  ago  the  work  of  re- 
modeling and  modernizing  same  was  started 
under  W.  P.  A.  auspices.  However  the  possibility 
of  a  new  City  Hall  was  recently  revived  and  the 
work  was  held  in  abeyance,  pending  final  ap- 
proval or  disapproval  by  the  government  authori- 
ties. If  a  new  building  is  to  be  erected  it  would 
be  a  waste  of  funds  to  proceed  with  the  renovations 
at  this  time. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 
Placed  on  file. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  BRUNSWICK  STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  8,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
relative  to  your  order  of  January  25,  1937,  con- 
cerning the  laying  out  and  construction  of  Bruns- 
wick street  in  Ward  14,  on  the  Columbia  road  side. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Public  Works  Department,  February  3,  1937. 
Mr.  John  F.  Gilmore,  Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  note  of  February 
1,  1937,  with  attached  City  Council  order  dated 
January  25,  1937,  and  reading  as  follows: 

"To  proceed  with  the  laying  out  and  construc- 
tion of  Brunswick  street,  Ward  14,  on  the  Columbia 
road  side,  which  has  already  been  accepted  as  a 
public  highway," 

you  are  informed  that  this  part  of  Brunswick 
street  leading  from  Columbia  road  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Federal  authorities  as  a  W.  P.  A. 
project.  In  addition  to  being  a  surface  construc- 
tion matter,  the  sewerage  works  are  also  involved. 

As  soon  as  the  project  for  the  construction  of 
Brunswick  street  is  returned  approved,  the  work 
of  surface  construction  can  be  commenced  yhen 
the  spring  construction  season  is  opened  up.  I 
will  further  state,  however,  that  the  sewerage 
works  will  have  to  be  constructed  before  the 
roadway  work  is  started. 

Respectfully  yours, 

•E.  M.  Richardson, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


MUNICIPAL      GYMNASIUM,      FRANKLIN 
FIELD. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  8,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Park  Department  relative  to  your 
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order  of  January  25,  1937,  concerning  a  conference 
with  W.  P.  A.  authorities  pertaining  to  the  erection 
of  a  municipal  gymnasium  and  recreation  building 
on  Franklin  Field. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  February  5,  1937. 
John  F.  Gilmore,  Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — Owing  to  the  absence  from  the  City 
of  Commissioner  William  P.  Long,  your  memo- 
randum of  February  1,  1937,  with  Council  order 
attached,  has  been  referred  to  me,  wherein  the 
chairman  is  requested  to  confer  with  W.  P.  A. 
authorities  for  the  erection  of  a  municipal  gym- 
nasium and  recreation  building  on  Franklin  Field. 
I  am  inclosing  copies  of  letter  which  I  have 
prepared  for  Mr.  Long,  stating  the  results  of  my 
interview  with  the  District  Director  of  the  W.  P.  A. 
relative  to  this  matter. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  furnish  you  with  more  detailed 
information  if  it  is  required,  until  such  time  as 
Mr.  Long  returns. 

Very  truly  yours, 

John  J.  Murphy, 
Chief  Engineer. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  February  5,  1937. 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman, 

Board  of  Park  Commissioners. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  City  Council 
order  dated  January  25,  1937,  I  conferred  with 
W.  P.  A.  authorities  in  regard  to  the  possibility 
of  building  a  municipal  gymnasium  and  recreation 
building  at  Franklin  Field,  Dorchester. 

I  have  been  informed  by  the  District  Director 
of  the  W.  P.  A.  that  a  project  cannot  be  sub- 
mitted at  this  time  unless  it  can  be  completed  by 
June  30,  1937,  which  is  the  ending  of  the  Govern- 
ment's fiscal  year  and  therefore  the  expiration 
date  of  present  appropriations,  or  unless  the  city 
guarantees  to  do  all  work  that  remains  unfinished 
on  that  date.  A  municipal  gymnasium  and 
recreation  building  would  cost  between  $300,000 
and  $400,000.  Under  the  W.  P.  A.  rules  and 
regulations,  on  a  $400,000  building  if  there  was 
no  time  limit  set  for  the  completion,  the  Govern- 
ment's contribution  towards  the  construction  of 
this  building  would  be  approximately  $250,000  and 
the  city's  contribution  would  be  estimated  at 
$150,000.  The  city  would  be  compelled  to  pay 
most  of  the  cost  of  materials  and  all  cost  of  the 
necessary  equipment,  such  as  trucks,  derricks, 
compressors,  etc.,  which  is  estimated  at  $150,000. 

A  municipal  gymnasium  building  would  be  com- 
pleted in  about  one  year.     Projects  of  this  type 
are  generally  considered  in  the  P.  W.  A.  class. 
Very  truly  yours, 

John  J.  Murphy, 
Chief  Engineer. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR   MUNICIPAL 
EMPLOYMENT   BUREAU. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  8,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  the  Director  of 
the  Municipal  Employment  Bureau  that  an  appro- 
priation of  $25,000  will  be  necessary  to  carry  on 
the  activities  of  the  Bureau  for  the  year  1937. 
I,  therefore,  submit  herewith  an  order  providing 
for  the  appropriation  of  the  above  amount  and 
respectfully  recommend  its  adoption  by  your 
Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of  its  duties, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject    to    confirmation    by    the  Council    the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments: 
Constables  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1937, 


authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  bond: 
Alfonso  Lambia6e,  166  Huntington  avenue. 
Boston;  Harry  Greenbaum,  71  Goodale  road, 
Mattapan. 

Weighers  of  Coal:  H.  W.  Jeff,  Elm  street, 
Assonet,  Mass.;  B.  F.  C.  Whitehouse,  195  Common 
street,  Belmont,  Mass. 

Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark:  B.  F.  C.  White- 
house,  195  Common  street,  Belmont,  Mass. 

Weigher  of  Goods:  William  F.  Callahan,  67 
South  Waverly  street,  Brighton.  Mass. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Jeanette  Bedein,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Green  street. 

Michael  Caliri,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  24  Arcadia  street,  caused  by  change 
of  grade  of  street. 

Benjamin  Chook,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Mary  J.  Duggan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  74  Feuwood  road- 
Annie  Gretsky,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  460  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Marion  L.  Lavender,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  33  and  35 
Washington  street. 

Wesley  Rivers,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  truck. 

Ruthven  Kosher  Meat  Market,  for  refund  on 
refuse  tickets. 

Everett  E.  Ryan,  for  compensation  for  damages 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Andrew  E.  Sampson,  for  refund  on  building 
permit. 

James  Santoro,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  truck. 

Luigi  Yazza,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  ferryboat. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Helen  E.  Doolan,  to  be  paid  an  an- 
nuity on  account  of  death  of  her  husband,  James 
J.  Doolan,  late  member  of  Fire  Department. 

Petition  of  Mary  E.  Connelly,  to  be  paid  an 
annuity  on  account  of  death  of  her  husband, 
Patrick  F.  Connelly,  late  member  of  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

Petition  of  Elizabeth  A.  Quigley,  to  be  paid  an 
annuity  on  account  of  death  of  her  husband, 
Edward  M.  Quigley,  late  member  of  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 


VOTE  OF  EMERGENCY  FINANCE  BOARD. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Em- 
ergency Finance  Board  passed  February  5,  1937, 
relative  to  tax  title  renewal  of  City  of  Boston, 
approving  renewal  of  so  much  of  $500,000  tax 
title  loan  which  was  originally  approved  by  Board 
December  31,  1935,  as  is  outstanding  February  17, 
1937,  rate  of  interest  on  renewal  notes  to  be  1  per 
cent  payable  at  maturity. 

Placed  on  file. 


BOND   OF   INDEMNITY. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Metro- 
politan District  Commission  inclosing  bond  of 
indemnity  from  Kendall  Boiler  and  Tank  Co., 
Inc.,  under  contract  for  retubing  horizontal  return 
tubular  boilers  at  Arlington  and  Hyde  Park 
pumping  stations.  Said  bond  is  deposited  with  the 
City  Auditor. 

The  communication  was  placed  on  file. 


INTEREST   IN   CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  Edward  F.  McClennen, 
employed  as  Special  Assistant  Corporation  Counsel 
in  case  of  City  of  Boston  against  Joseph  Santosu- 
osso  et  al.,  of  arrangement  of  settlement  with 
Board  of  Assessors  in  respect  to  properties  owned 
by  Michael  Fonseca  and  Ruth  Eldiidge. 

Placed  on  file. 


FEBRUARY    8,    1937. 
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APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Mayor  of  the 
following  appointments: 

Thomas  F.  Sullivan,  1736  Columbia  road,  South 
Boston,  as  member  of  Board  of  Transit  Commis- 
sioners for  term  ending  April  30,  1937,  as  chairman 
of  said  Board. 

John  F.  McDonald,  40  Orchardhill  road,  Rox- 
bury,  as  member  of  Board  of  Transit  Commis- 
sioners for  three-year  term  ending  April  30,  1938. 

Thomas  A.  Fitzgerald,  39  Welles  avenue,  Dor- 
chester, as  member  of  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners for  three-year  term  commencing  first 
Monday  in  January,  1937. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


LOAN   ORDERS. 

Coun.  DOWD,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  February  1)  for  loan  of  $600,000  and 
appropriation  of  $162,026.50  for  sewerage  works — 
that  same  ought  not  to  pass,  without  prejudice. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN— Mr.  President,  I  under- 
stand that  this  is  an  order  that  comes  to  us  every 
year  in  connection  with  sewerage  work  and  that 
contains  an  important  portion  of  the  pay  roll  of 
the  department,  and  that  in  other  years  we  have 
spent  a  million  on  the  same  type  of  work.  It 
covers  work  that  is  very  essential  to  be  done,  and, 
in  addition,  a  good  many  W.  P.  A.  projects  fall 
within  the  purview  of  the  order.  I  trust,  there- 
fore, that  it  may  pass. 

Coun.  FINLEY— Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
record  myself  also  in  opposition  to  the  report  of 
the  committee.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass  and 
that  some  action  will  be  taken  on  it  today.  I  am 
interested  because  we  face  a  very  serious  situation 
both  in  the  matter  of  unemployment  and  in  other 
bad  conditions,  and  if  we  don't  immediately  start 
in  dealing  with  these  sewerage  problems  the  whole 
Public  Works  Department  program  this  year  will 
be  thrown  out  of  gear.  I  trust  that  action  may 
be  taken,  so  that  something  will  be  done.  This 
is  for  construction  work  and  is  to  be  considered 
along  with  the  rest  of  the  street  program.  It  is 
very  essential,  and  I  trust,  therefore,  that  we  will 
take  favorable  action  on  the  matter  today. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
I  also  am  against  the  report  of  the  committee, 
because  I  have  a  number  in  my  district  who  are 
out  of  work,  many  of  whom  are  waiting  for  the 
appropriation  for  this  work.  We  have  had  this 
order  before  us  time  and  time  again  in  the  years 
I  have  served  in  the  Council.  I  believe  this  is  no 
time  for  argument  about  splitting  up  contracts, 
and  I  think  the  order  should  go  through  as  it  has 
year  after  year. 

Coun.  McGRATH— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  have  the  order  sent  to  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, so  that  we  may  get  at  all  the  facts — how 
much  is  to  be  spent  on  W.  P.  A.  work  and  how 
much  otherwise. 

President  FITZGERALD— We  have  had  several 
hearings,  and  I  suppose  Chairman  Dowd  of  the 
committee  can  answer  any  questions. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  during  the  past 
year  the  city  government  gave  to  the  Mayor 
$500,000  to  be  used  in  the  sewerage  program. 
This  year,  the  last  year  of  his  administration,  he 
is  asking  for  $750,000.  The  committee  had  a  hear- 
ing and  talked  with  the  representatives  of  the 
Public  Works  Department.  I  felt  that  we  were 
entitled  to  know  how  the  $500,000  was  spent  last 
year,  and  if  it  was  spent  properly.  We  got  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  a  letter  sent  to 
the  Council  last  year  stating  how  and  where  the 
money  was  to  be  spent.  We  checked  up  on  it 
and  found  that  10  per  cent  of  the  $500,000 'was 
not  spent  as  the  Mayor  said  it  would  be  spent. 
We  also  asked  how  much  was  given  out  on  gift 
contracts,  how  much  money  was  spent  on  hiring 
trucks  and  steam  shovels,  and  when  we  held  our 
meeting  last  Monday  Mr.  Richardson  appeared  be- 
fore us  and  said  to  the  members  of  the  committee 
that,  on  the  advice  of  the  Mayor,  he  as  head  of 
the  department  making  this  request,  could  not 
give  us  the  information  because  the  Mayor  did 
not  want  him  to  give  the  information.  Now,  let 
me  say  to  the  members  of  the  Council  who  are 
talking  about  laying  off  help,  don't  be  buncoed 
by  that  statement  of  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  be- 


cause I  remember  a  few  years  ago,  when  this  same 
Mayor  came  before  the  citizens  of  Boston  with 
that  kind  of  talk,  and  one  of  the  first  things  he 
did  was  to  fire  a  poor  old  man  at  Long  Island. 
We  all  remember  that.  And  only  a  few  weeks 
ago  he  fired  his  dearest,  nearest,  closest  friend, 
Tim  Murphy,  because  he  was  trying  to  stop 
$50,000  being  taken  from  the  City  of  Boston. 
There  is  not  a  member  of  the  Council  who  will 
not  stand  up  for  the  idea  of  putting  and  keeping 
men  at  work,  but  it  is  quite  another  thing  when 
out  of  $300,000  spent  on  sewers,  one  favorite  con- 
tractor, without  competition,  gets  $106,000.  The 
report  of  the  Finance  Commission  was  laid  on 
our  desks  this  morning,  and  I  have  not  had  an 
opportunity  to  more  than  glance  over  it.  But  I 
am  going  to  read  for  the  benefit  of  the  members 
of  the  Council  and  of  the  Mayor  what  they  say  on 
this  point: 

"The  tabulation  revealed  that  187  contracts 
had  been  given  without  competition  to  one  firm, 
and  that  the  city  paid  out  on  these  contracts 
approximately  $106,000." 

Just  think  of  that,  Mr.  President.     Here  is  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  going  around  nightly  with  the 
old  mask  of  hypocrisy,  preaching  honesty  to  the 
taxpayers  and  yet  allowing  one  of  his  friends,  who 
is  particularly  high  in  his  favor,  to  get  $106,000 
on  gift  contracts,  giving  him  a  profit  of  $85,000  at 
least.  _  And  yet  he  says  to  the  members  of  the 
Council,  "If  you  don't  pass  this  loan  order  we  are 
going  to  lay  off  the  men."     Oh,  I  don't  doubt  it, 
Mr.    Mayor,   because  you   haven't   an   ounce  of 
charity   in    your    whole   carcass.     We   asked   you 
what,  Mr.  Mayor?  _  We  asked  you  on  this  loan 
order,  as  we  were  justified  in  doing,  simply  for 
certain  information.     You  told  us  that  $489,000 
was  going  to  be  spent  on  W.  P.  A.  work,  and  we 
immediately  said  to  you,  "All  right,  Mr.  Mayor, 
we  will  give  you  the  money,  but  we  want  you  to 
specify  in  that  loan  order  that  it  is  going  to  be 
spent  on  W.  P.  A.  work."     In  other  words,  we 
wanted  to  protect  the  men  working  on  W.  P.  A., 
to  see  that  the  money  was  properly  spent,  and 
the  Mayor  sent  back  a  message  that  he  could  not 
see  his  way  clear  to  do  it.     And  he  has  included 
in    that  $100,000  for  manholes  and  catch-basins 
that  he  can  give  to  his  pet  contractor  once  again 
this  year.     It  is  an  amazing  thing.     I  have  checked 
up  with  the  W.  P.  A.  authorities,  and  they  advise 
me  that  they  know  nothing  about  the  $489,000 
program  that  the  Mayor  and  his  Public  Works 
Commissioner  are  talking  about.     Do  any  of  the 
councilors    stand    up    for    the    Mayor    when    we 
desire  information  on  matters  of  this  kind,  and 
cannot  get  it?     The  Mayor  simply  says,  "Here, 
the  amount  we  want  is  $762,000  and  we  want  to 
spend  it  as  we  please,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to 
give   you   any   information    about   it."     Well,   if 
they  want  to  do  that,  I  am  not  going  to  vote  for  it. 
If  the  Mayor  of  Boston  is  on  the  level,  if  he  is 
not  a  deliberate  liar,  and  he  wants  to  get  this 
order  through,  isn't  it  fair  to  say  to  him,  "You 
are   sending   up   these   two  loan   orders,   one   of 
$489,000  for  W.  P.  A.  work,  and  we  simply  want 
to  be  assured  that  the  money  is  going  to  be  spent 
for  W.  P.  A.  work,  to  put  men  at  work,  and  not 
to  go  to  any  pet  contractor,  as  was  done  last 
year?"     And  why  is  he  asking  for  $760,000  this 
year?     Half   a   million   dollars   was   allowed  last 
year,   but  he  has  now  increased  it.     I   am  not 
going  to  quarrel  with  anybody  about  the  necessity 
for   sewerage  work.     I  realize  as  much  as  any- 
body can  that  we  have  got  to  have  it  done.     There 
is   no   room    for   argument   on   that.     Tho   only 
thing  I  am  asking  the  Mayor  to  do — and  I'  think 
we  are  justified  in  this — is  to  send  up  two  loan 
orders,  one  for  W.  P.  A.,  with  some  information 
in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  I  will  promise  to  vote 
for  it.     But  under  no  circumstances  will  I  say  to 
the  Mayor  or  to  the  Public  Works  Commissioner, 
"Here  is  $762,000,  gentlemen.     Spend  it  in  what- 
ever way  you  like."     This  report   to   the   Legis- 
lature from  the  Fiuance  Commission  is  sufficient 
to  warn  you  and  to  warn   me  what  is  going  to 
happen.     Out  of  $300,000  for  sewerage  works  last 
year    this  one  pet  contractor  was  so  close  to  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  that  he  handed  him  $106,000. 
If  any  member  of  the  Council  wants  to  vote  for 
that  type  of  loan  order,  he  is  entirely  welcome  to 
do  it,  but  I  say  to  the  public  of  Boston  that  when 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  says  he  is  going  to  let  men 
off  if  we  don't  give  him  this  money,  let  him  lay 
them    off.     It   is    hiB   responsibility.     I    am    not 
going  to  allow  myself  to  vote  for  $762,000  with  no 
definite  assurance  as  to  how  it  is  going  to  be  spent 
or  who  is  going  to  get  the  money.     If  the  Mayor 


45 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


is  sincere,  if  he  is  on  the  level,  if  he  is  not  delib- 
erately falsifying,  he  can  do  nothing  else  in  justice 
to  himself  than  to  give  us  some  definite  information 
upon  this  matter,  not  simply  putting  the  halo 
around  his  head  and  saying  that  if  it  is  not  passed 
the  responsibility  lies  with  the  City  Council.  If 
we  get  information  we  should  have  with  regard 
to  this  proposed  W.  P.  A.  expenditure  and  in 
regard  to  the  other  proposed  appropriation,  the 
members  of  the  City  Council  will  vote  for  the 
order  immediately. 

President  FITZGERALD— The  Council  has 
just  received  a  communication  from  the  Mayor, 
that  the  clerk  will  read. 

The  clerk  read  the  following: 

February  8,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — On  January  8,  1937,  I  submitted 
to  your  Honorable  Body  two  loan  orders  for  the 
construction  of  sewerage  works  totalling 
$762,026.50.  These  orders  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  which,  on  January  25, 
reported  that  they  ought  not  to  pass  without 
prejudice,  and  that  report  was  accepted  by  your 
Honorable  Body  on  January  25,  1937. 

The  reason  for  the  report  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee that  the  orders  ought  not  to  pays,  as  stated 
in  the  report  of  its  chairman,  was  that  the  com- 
mittee was  of  the  opinion  that  the  Mayor  should 
send  in  two  separate  orders,  one  showing  the 
amount  to  be  spent  specifically  for  the  W.  P.  A. 
program  and  the  other  for  the  amount  to  be  spent 
by  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  on  usual 
sewerage  woik. 

In  my  communication  accompanying  the 
orders  I  stated  that  of  the  total  of  $800,000  asked 
by  the  Public  Works  Commissioner,  roughly 
$490,000  would  be  used  in  connection  with  W.  P.  A. 
projects  and  roughly  $310,000  would  be  used  in  the 
construction  of  proposed  sewerage  works  in  various 
sections  of  the  city.  I  also  said  that  complete 
details  of  the  entire  program  would  be  found  in  the 
letter  of  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  to  me,  a 
copy  of  which  accompanied  my  communication 
to  your  Honorable  Body. 

On  Februaiy  1,  1937,  I  resubmitted  the  orders  in 
the  identical  form  in  which  they  had  been  first 
submitted  and  urged  that  they  be  passed  in  that 
form,  as  it  seemed  clear  that  the  proportion  of  the 
loan  to  be  spent  for  W.  P.  A.  purposes  and  the 
proportion  to  be  spent  for  usual  sewerage  operations 
was  set  forth  in  sufficient  detail  in  my  communica- 
tion of  January  8  to  give  the  Committee  on  Finance 
sufficient  information  on  that  subject. 

On  February  4  I  received  the  following  letter: 

Boston  City  Council, 
Council  Chamber, 

City  Hall,  February  4,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — The  Committee  on  Finance 
at  the  meeting  on  this  date  respectfully  acted  on 
your  loan  and  appropriation  order  for  $762,026.50 
and  voted  "Ought  not  to  pass  without  prejudice." 
The  committee  feels  that  there  is  absolutely  no 
administrative  reason  why  the  separation  of  the 
loan  orders  cannot  be  made  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  W.  P.  A.  program  calls  for  $489,000. 

We  respectfully  call  to  your  attention  the  refusal 
of  your  Public  Works  Commissioner  to  give  us  the 
information  we  desire.  Our  interpretation  of  the 
charter  is  such  that  we  should  not  act  until  we  are 
definitely  assured  how  the  money  of  last  year  was 
expended  and  how  it  will  be  expended  this  year. 

We  stand  ready  to  give  these  loan  orders  our 
serious  consideration  as  soon  as  you  presen*  them 
to  our  body,  but  we  most  emphatically  will  not 
accept  the  loan  order  as  presented  on  previous 
occasions. 

Very  truly  yours, 
For  the  Committee, 
John  F.  Down,  Chairman. 

I  assume  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  was  authorized  by  the  committee  to  send 
me  the  above  quoted  communication  but  I  am  not 
quite  clear  just  what  interpretaion  to  put  on  the 
last  paragraph.  In  that  paragraph,  I  cannot  tell 
whether  the  chairman  is  speaking  of  the  committee 
or  of  the  City  Council  when  he  states  that — 
"we  stand  ready  to  give  these  loan  orders  our 
serious  consideration  as  soon  as  you  present  them 
to  our  Body,  but  we  most  emphatically  will  not 
accept  the  loan  order  as  presented  on  previous 
occasions." 


This  looks  as  though  the  chairman  was  attempt- 
ing to  speak  for  the  City  Council  and  to  forecast 
what  action  your  Honorable  Body  would  take  if  the 
loan  orders  are  resubmitted  unchanged,  for  the 
Mayor  does  not  submit  loan  orders  directly  to 
committees.  They  are  submitted  to  the  City 
Council  which,  in  turn,  refers  them  to  committees. 
Therefore,  when  the  chairman  speaks  of  submitting 
loan  orders  to  "our  body,"  I  assume  he  means  to 
the  City  Council,  and  if  that  is  what  he  means  then 
I  challenge  his  statement  that  your  Honorable 
Body  "most  emphatically  will  not  accept  the  loan 
order  as  presented  on  previous  occasions." 

Inasmuch  as  the  action  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  taken  on  February  4,  as  indicated  by  the 
above  letter,  has  not  yet  been  reported  to  the 
City  Council,  and  presumably  will  not  be 
reported  until  today,  and  the  action  which  your 
Honorable  Body  may  take  upon  it  cannot  be 
known  even  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
it  would  seem  that  the  positive  prediction  of  what 
your  Honorable  Body  would  do,  is  somewhat 
premature. 

If  the  Committee  on  Finance  reports  that  the 
appropriation  orders  ought  not  to  pass,  I  earnestly 
urge  your  Honorable  Body  not  to  accept  the 
report,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  order  their  first 
reading  today. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances  I  would  not 
presume  to  advise  your  Honorable  Body  as  to 
any  particular  course  to  pursue  upon  a  com- 
mittee report  before  that  report  is  filed,  but  in 
view  of  the  advance  information  given  to  me  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  as 
to  the  action  taken  on  February  4,  as  shown  by 
the  above  quoted  letter,  and  in  view  of  the  urgent 
necessity  that  a  first  reading  be  given  at  today's 
hearing,  this  communication  seems  not  only 
proper  but  necessary  (that  the  matter  is  urgent 
is  shown  by  the  report  of  the  City  Auditor  to  me 
that  there  is  money  enough  left  in  the  old  budget 
to  employ  the  regular  sewer  workers  for  only  two 
and  one  half  weeks). 

This  is  of  the  utmost  importance  if  the  city  is 
to  carry  on  necessary  and  important  sewer  work, 
and  if  we  are  to  avoid  discharging  a  large  number 
of  city  employees  and  W.  P.  A.  workers.  About 
two  thirds  of  the  Sewer  Department's  forces  are 
employed  under  budget  appropriation  and  one 
third  under  special  loan  appropriations.  If  this 
appropriation  is  rejected  it  will  mean  that  at 
least  125  regular  sewer  workers  will  be  discharged. 
In  addition  to  that,  about  1,850  W.  P.  A.  workers 
will  be  deprived  of  an  opportunity  to  work  and 
1,867  W.  P.  A.  workers  now  employed  will  eventu- 
ally be  laid  off  because  if  the  city  does  not  con- 
tribute its  share  to  their  employment  the  Govern- 
ment will  cancel  the  project. 

And  in  addition  to  this,  the  South  Boston  Hous- 
ing Project  will  be  halted  and  there  would  be  grave 
danger  that  it  might  be  canceled  altogether,  as 
Federal  authorities  have  already  unofficially  ex- 
pressed displeasure  at  what  they  allege  to  be  the 
failure  of  City  of  Boston  officials  to  cooperate  with 
them  on  the  matter  of  sewer  work  on  the  South 
Boston  Housing  project.  But  even  if  the  Govern- 
ment should  not  cancel  the  South  Boston  project, 
it  is  practically  certain  that  the  result  of  the  rejec- 
tion of  this  loan  order  would  be  that  we  would 
receive  no  more  Federal  aid  on  W.  P.  A.  projects. 

The  passage  of  these  orders  is  imperative  for  the 
welfare  of  the  city.  Dividing  them  as  suggested 
by  the  Committee  on  Finance  is  wholly  unnecessary 
and  utterly  unimportant.  As  a  press  observer  re- 
marked recently:  "Just  why  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee insists  on  knowing  how  much  of  the  work 
is  to  be  done  by  contractors  is  not  quite  clear  ..." 

It  being  impossible  to  state  accurately  the 
amounts  that  would  be  necessary  for  W.  P.  A. 
work  and  regular  sewer  construction  and  main- 
tenance, it  would  be  folly  to  commit  ourselves  to 
loans  of  specific  amounts  which  might  turn  out  to 
be  more  or  less  than  would  actually  be  needed. 
And  in  addition  to  that,  I  beg  to  remind  your 
Honorable  Body  that  such  a  division  and  ear- 
marking of  appropriation  orders  has  never  been 
insisted  upon  before.  It  was  not  insisted  upon  in 
1936  when  the  Committee  of  Finance  was  com- 
posed of  exactly  the  same  members  as  now  con- 
stitute it,  with  the  same  chairman. 

On  February  24,  1936,  the  sewer  loan  order  was 
recalled  from  the  Committee  on  Finance  and 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  which  later 
in  the  same  day  reported  that  it  ought  to  pass  and 
the  order  was  gi-ven  its  first  reading.  Five  of  the 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  voted  in 
favor  of  it,  one  against  and  the  chairman  (then  and 
now)  being  absent.     There  was  no  suggestion  by 
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any  one  that  the  order  should  be  divided  into  two 
parts  showing  what  was  to  be  devoted  to  W.  P.  A. 
projects  and  what  part  was  to  be  devoted  to  usual 
sewer  construction  and  maintenance.  In  1934  a 
loan  order  of  SI, 000, 000  for  sewerage  works  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  was  reduced 
to  $250,000  on  February  5,  was  reported  ought  to 
pass  by  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  given  its 
first  reading  by  a  vote  of  20  to  0  on  February  12. 
No  suggestion  was  made  by  any  one  that  the  order 
should  be  divided. 

In  1935  the  Committee  on  Finance  included  three 
of  the  councilors  who  are  now  members  of  that 
committee.  The  loan  order  for  sewers  was  sub- 
mitted on  June  19  of  that  year,  was  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee,  who  accepted  the  report 
that  it  ought  to  pass  by  a  vote  of  17  to  1.  (The 
objector  was  not  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  either  then  or  now.)  It  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance  from  the  Executive 
Committee  and  on  July  15,  1935,  the  report  that 
it  ought  to  pass  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
given  a  second  reading  by  a  vote  of  18  to  1,  with 
the  same  objector. 

This  review  of  the  customary  action  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  of  the  City  Council 
indicates  that  the  apparently  ardent  desire  of  the 
present  committee  to  obtain  information  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  which  is  easily 
obtainable  by  a  conference  with  the  City  Auditor, 
and  to  insist  on  an  arbitrary  division  of  the  appro- 
priation order  into  two  specific  amounts,  neither 
of  which  is  ascertainable  and  cannot  be  ascertain- 
able until  some  unknown  future  time,  justifies  the 
remark  of  the  press  observer  to  the  effect  that  the 
motive  actuating  the  Committee  on  Finance  is  a 
"mystery." 

There  being  no  necessity  whatever  for  the 
division  of  the  loan  order  and  no  good  reason 
why  it  should  be  divided,  the  fact  that  such  a 
division  has  never  been  asked  before,  and  that  if  a 
division  were  made  it  would  be  impossible  to 
specify  the  amount  to  be  included  in  each  divi- 
sion, with  the  result  that  loans  passed  on  such  a 
division  might  prove  to  be  either  too  great  or  too 
small,  I  must  decline  to  accept  the  suggestion  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  and 
urge  your  Honorable  Body  again  to  give  the  order 
its  first  reading. 

If  this  is   not  done  and   about  2,000  men  are 
thrown  out  of  work  and  an  additional  1,800  are 
deprived  of  work,  the  responsibility  will  be  squarely 
on  the  shoulders  of  the  City  Council. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.   Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  had  several  hearings  upon  this 
matter.  We  elicited  extraordinary  little  informa- 
tion from  the  Public  Works  Department.  I  cer- 
tainly was  not  satisfied  as  to  the  amount  of  money 
necessary  and  as  to  the  amount  of  work  necessary 
— which  is  another  way  of  putting  it — and  I  also 
have  the  feeling,  as  I  have  had  on  many  occasions 
before,  that  here  is  a  regular  annual  expense, 
part  of  which  goes  to  regular  employees  of  the 
City  of  Boston  on  the  annual  pay  roll  of  the  city, 
and  as  such  it  has  been  and  is  my  opinion  that  it 
should  come  out  of  the  tax  levy  and  not  be  bor- 
rowed money.  I  think  we  have  spent  in  the  last 
ten  years  anywhere  from  $500,000  to  one  million  a 
year  on  sewers,  and  as  a  result  of  borrowing  that 
money  we  have  accumulated  a  large  interest 
charge.  If  we  go  on  a  proper  basis,  paying  for 
these  things  as  we  go  along,  we  will  eliminate 
that  interest  charge  so  that,  instead  of  paying  for 
a  project  100  cents  on  the  dollar  of  borrowed 
money  plus  interest,  for  a  peroid  of  twenty  or 
thirty  years — and  I  think  the  sewer  loans  are  on  a 
thirty-year  basis — we  will  simply  be  paying  for 
what  we  get,  without  interest,  50  per  cent  on  the 
total  cost.  I  believe  we  should  do  that.  _  If  we 
are  going  to  borrow  money,  I  certainly  think  we 
should  know  more  than  we  do  as  to  what  it  is  to 
be  used  for  and  the  necessity  for  the  expenditure 
of  such  a  sum  of  money.  I  am  against  the  order, 
and  I  am  desirous  of  having  more  information. 
If  I  don't  get  it,  I  shall  vote  against  the  order. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  have  a  very 
high  regard  for  the  opinion  of  the  councilor  from 
the  Back  Bay,  particularly  on  financial  subjects. 
I  am  not  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  I  wonder  if  the  gentleman  has  in  his  own 
mind  as  a  member  of  the  committee  the  amount 
that  would  be  necessary  for  sewer  construction 
this  year.  It  seems  that  our  reform  Mayor  has 
refused  to  furnish  the  directors  of  the  city  with 
information  on  this  matter,  as  he  has  on  many 


other  matters  that  have  come  before  our  body. 
I  realize,  of  course,  that  sewer  construction  is  an 
important  thing  to  consider  and  should  receive 
very  serious  consideration  at  our  hands,  both 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  city  employees  and  of 
the  general  public.  I  also  realize  that  the  average 
amount  voted  for  sewer  construction  of  late  runs 
about  $500,000  a  year.  Some  of  this,  as  I  get  it, 
is  a  W.  P.  A.  proposition,  but  I  wondered  if,  as  a 
member  of  the  Finance  Committee,  the  councilor 
from  the  Back  Bay  had  received  any  information, 
little  though  it  might  be,  which  would  permit  him 
to  state  how  much  of  this  money  that  is  requested 
will  be  needed  for  the  year  1937? 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  am 
afraid  that  I  cannot  answer  that  question,  because 
I  did  not  receive  information  that  satisfied  me  that 
$762,000  was  needed.  Last  year  the  amount  was 
$500,000,  I  believe.  Whether  more  than  $500,000 
is  needed  this  year,  I  don't  know.  I  was  not 
satisfied  that  it  was. 

Coun.  FINLEY— Mr.  President,  due  to  the 
fact  that  some  of  the  members  are  not  fully  en- 
lightened on  this  subject,  I  move  that  it  be  sent 
to  the  executive  session  and  that  we  send  for  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

The  question  came  on  reference  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  after  all  of  this 
is  of  a  piece  with  other  things  that  the  Mayor  has 
brought  before  this  body.  We  all  recall  the  South 
Boston  housing  project,  where  the  Mayor  wanted 
us  to  appropriate  $250,000  or  $260,000  for  the 
sewerage,  money  of  the  taxpayers  of  Boston.  It 
was  the  Finance  Committee  and  the  City  Council 
that  stood  in  the  way  of  that  plan.  We  defeated 
it,  and  then,  lo  and  behold,  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment paid  for  the  entire  sewerage  system,  except 
for  $50,000  that  was  paid  by  the  city.  The  City 
Council  and  not  the  Mayor  deserve  the  credit  for 
the  saving  on  that  proposition.  The  Mayor  talks 
about  the  loan  of  last  year.  We  were  not  then  so 
aware  of  existing  conditions  as  we  are  at  the 
present  time.  We  did  not  have  before  us  a  report 
such  as  we  have  here  today,  from  the  Finance 
Commission.  We  have  here  the  statement  of  the 
engineer  at  the  head  of  the  sewer  Division.  It 
says: 

"To  a  representative  of  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion he  also  stated  that  he  would  not  assume 
responsibility  for  this  matter  of  giving  out  work, 
that  it  was  not  the  right  way,  and  that  he  had 
told  the  commissioner  so  more  than  once." 

There  is  one  thing  that  seems  quite  clear.  The 
Mayor  is  not  worried  about  the  men  on  W.  P.  A., 
because  he  knows  and  I  know  that  the  moment  a 
man  leaves  one  project  there  he  goes  to  work  on 
another.  So  the  Mayor  is  not  kidding  anybody. 
The  only  one  he  is  worrying  about  is  the  pet  con- 
tractor who  got  $106,000  out  of  the  $300,000 
spent  last  year,  and  who  if  this  goes  through,  will 
probably  get  $200,000.  That  is  the  man  the 
Mayor  is  worrying  about.  We  had  before  us  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works.  He  refused  to 
give  us  the  information  we  wanted,  and  I  hope 
the  members  of  the  Council  will  have  their  courage 
with  them  and  will  not'te  misled  by  a  letter  of 
the  type  that  we  have  received  today  from  the 
Mayor.  It  is  the  first  time  in  three  years  that  he 
has  sat  down  and  devoted  so  much  time  to  a 
statement  to  the  Council  on  this  sewerage  matter, 
simply  because,  as  I  say,  he  is  worried,  fearing  that 
he  cannot  get  this  money  from  the  Council.  He 
questioned  whether  I  had  the  right  to  send  that 
letter  to  him  from  the  committee.  It  was  not  a 
personal  letter  of  mine.  The  committee  voted 
with  me.  The  members  wanted  to  have  some 
information  about  the  loan  order,  and  they  said, 
"Let  us  put  it  to  a  vote."  We  did  so,  and  the 
members  decided.  It  was  not  a  personal  letter 
from  me,  but  from  the  committee.  We  don't 
care  to  have  a  lame  duck  commissioner  or  any- 
body else  of  the  sort  talk  to  us,  because  they 
don't  know  what  they  are  talking  about. 

Coun.  McGRATH — Mr.  Chairman,  the  sug- 
gestion I  made  about  sending  it  to  the  Executive 
Committee  was  because,  if  I  understood  the 
figures  correctly,  $489,000  approximately  was  to 
be  for  W.  P.  A.  work,  materials  and  labor.  I  was 
going  to  ask  the  President  or  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  how  much  money  the  Government  was 
going  to  subscribe  to  go  with  this  $489,000  that 
the  city  is  going  to  appropriate. 

Coun.  DOWD — I  can  answer  the  gentleman  by 
saying  that  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  did 
not  know. 
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Coun.  McGRATH — Well,  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8  (Coun.  Dowd)  has  spoken  about  the 
South  Boston  housing  project  and  the  sewers  con- 
nected with  it.  I  think  I  made  a  speech  on  that, 
advocating  defeat  of  the  appropriation.  If  we 
don't  know  how  much  money  is  going  to  be  appro- 
priated by  the  Government,  and  if,  as  I  under- 
stand the  chairman  of  the  committee,  we  are 
called  upon  to  appropriate  in  this  matter  $489,000 
for  W.  P.  A.,  and  the  authorities  know  nothing 
about  it,  I  certainly  think  the  order  should  be 
more  specific  and  we  should  know  more  about 
the  facts. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN — Mr.  President,  the  main 
objection  to  the  order  by  the  councilor  from  Rox- 
bury  (Coun.  Dowd)  is  that  he  hasn't  sufficient 
information  on  this  particular  order.  Then,  why 
not  refer  it  to  the  Executive  Committee  and 
obtain  the  necessary  information?  This  order  is 
too  important  to  be  killed  at  this  stage  of  the  game. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  don't  think 
the  order  should  be  referred.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  we  should  vote  on  it  now,  yes  or  no, 
without  sending  it  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
I  think  the  thing  is  scandalous.  I  fully  agree 
with  Councilor  Dowd.  All  we  need  here  is  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  to  make  the  old  three  in  the 
Council  standing  up  and  voting  for  what  is  right. 

Coun.  MELLEN— Mr.  President,  the  Mayor 
here  again  has  in  mind  his  favorite  contractor, 
Looney,  who  got  $106,000  last  year  and  who  is  look- 
ing for  many  additional  thousands  this  year  in  con- 
nection with  this  sewer  division  work.  Besides  the 
sewer  division  work  he  is  going  to  work  for  the 
Edison,  telephone  and  gas  companies,  and  he  will 
get  a  great  deal  out  of  that.  There  is  no  reason  why 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  if  he  wants  to  keep  men  on 
the  pay  roll,  cannot  send  to  us  a  segregated  loan 
order.  I  heartily  subscribe  to  the  statements 
that  have  been  made  here,  and  I  see  no  reason  why 
we  should  not  vote  upon  the  order  at  the  present 
time. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Executive  Committee 
was  lost.  The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order.  The  clerk  called  the  roll,  and  the  order 
was  rejected,  yeas  6,  nays  15: 

Yeas — Coun.  Brackman,  Finley,  John  I.  Fitz- 
gerald, Peter  A.  Murray,  Rosenberg,  Selvitella — 0. 

Nays — Coun.  Agnew,  Doherty,  Dowd,  Peter  J. 
Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy,  McGrath, 
Mellen,  George  A.  Murray,  Norton,  Roberts, 
Shattuek,  Tobin,  Wilson — 15. 


SALE  OF  TAX  TITLE  PROPERTIES. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Tax 
Titles  and  Public  Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

The  joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  Tax- 
Title  Property  last  week  held  a  further  hearing 
with  reference  to  orders  involving  the  sale  of  tax 
title  properties.  Although  the  city  ordinance 
placing  all  tax  title  properties  in  the  custody  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  for  care 
and  sale  was  adopted  as  long  ago  as  October  7, 
1935,  and  although  995  parcels  were  in  the  hands 
of  the  city  as  of  Januaiy  1,  1937,  representing  a 
total  assessed  value  of  over  one  and  a  half  million 
dollars,  and  about  three  quarters  of  a  million 
dollars  in  unpaid  taxes,  interest  and  costs;  yet 
a  total  of  only  twenty-one  properties  out  of  the 
whole  995  properties  have  as  yet  come  through 
to  the  City  Council  for  action.  Twelve  out  of  the 
first  fifteen  orders  were  reported  by  the  committee 
on  October  26,  1936,  and  action  was  taken  by  the 
Council  as  long  ago  as  November  23,  1936.  No 
word  of  the  Council  action  almost  three  months 
ago  has  as  yet  reached  the  office  of  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Buildings  from  the  Mayor's  office. 
Today,  your  committee  reports  on  eight  more 
parcels.  One  of  the  orders  referring  to  property 
at  64  Heath  street,  Roxbury,  came  through  to  the 
Council  before  passage  of  the  ordinance  of  October 
7,  1935,  and  as  to  that  the  committee  takes  the 
action  recommended  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings;  the  other  seven  orders  refer  to 
tax  title  properties,  so  that  your  committee  has 
now  taken  action  as  to  nineteen  out  of  the  twenty- 
one  orders  as  to  tax  title  properties  sent  through 
from  the  Mayor's  office.  Your  committee  feels 
that  there  has  been  inexcusable  delay  in  efforts  to 
dispose  of  a  more  substantial  number  of  the  995 
tax  title  properties,  aggregating  about  a  million 
and  a  half  dollars  of  assessed  property,  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  city,  but  in  view  of  the  above  record 
the  committee  feels  that  no  blame  properly  rests 


with  the  City  Council.  The  seven  tax  title  prop- 
erties considered  in  the  orders  reported  today 
cover  (1)  Lots  1  and  2  on  the  northeasterly  side  of 
Old  Colony  avenue  in  Ward  7;  (2)  2  Sanford  place 
in  Ward  8;  (3)  61  Dover  street  in  Ward  3;  (4) 
410  West  Second  street  in  Ward  6;  (5)  27  Cambria 
street  in  Ward  4;  (6)  135  Warwick  street  in  Ward 
9;  and  (7)  392  Commercial  street  in  Ward  3. 
These  seven  parcels  represent  a  total  assessed  value 
of  $22,700,  with  total  unpaid  taxes,  interest  and 
costs  amounting  to  $7,002.82.  Since  each  piece 
represents  a  rather  substantial  value,  the  com- 
mittee in  each  case  favors  sale  at  public  auction, 
with  an  upset  price  amounting  either  to  the  ade- 
quate offer  already  made  or  a  price  equal  to  the 
amount  which  the  lot  already  stand-5  the  city  in 
unpaid  taxes,  interest  and  costs. 

Report  accepted. 

Report  on  message  of  Mayoi  and  order  (leferred 
November  16,  1936)  for  sale  of  tax  title  land  at 
410  West  Second  street,  South  Boston — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (referred 
November  16,  1936)  for  sale  of  tax  title  land  at  27 
Cambria  street — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (referred 
November  9,  1936)  for  sale  of  tax  title  land  at 
61  Dover  street — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  message  of  Mayoi  and  order  (referred 
November  16)  for  sale  of  tax  title  land  at  135  War 
wick  street — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (referred 
November  23,  1936)  for  sale  of  tax  title  land  at 
392  Commercial  street — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (refened 
September  28,  1930)  for  sale  of  tax  title  land  at 
Old  Colony  avenue — that  same  ought  not  to  pass. 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (referred 
October  21)  for  sale  of  tax  title  land  at  64  Heath 
street — that  same  ought  not  to  pass. 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (referred 
November  9,  1936)  for  sale  of  land  at  Sanford 
place — that  same  ought  not  to  pass. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  five 
orders  affirmatively  recommended. 

The  orders  were  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 

The  orders  which  the  committee  reported  against 
were  rejected. 


RESERVE  POLICE  FORCE. 

Coun.  AGNEW,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Safety,  submitted  the  following: 

I.  Report  on  order  (referred  January  25)  that 
Police  Commissioner  consider  advisability  of  es- 
tablishing reserve  police  force  of  men  eligible  to 
appointment,  the  members  of  said  force  to  be 
subject  to  call  in  cases  of  emergency  and  to  be  paid 
only  for  actual  services  rendered — that  no  further 
action  is   necessary. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  this  order  was 
submitted  at  the  meeting  of  the  Council  last  Mon- 
day, and  it  was  pleasant  to  read  and  to  hear  soon 
afterwards  that  the  Police  Commissioner,  the 
Fire  Commissioner  and  the  Mayor  convened  to 
effect  the  appointment  of  more  policemen  and  more 
firemen.  As  a  result  of  that  conference,  it  has 
been  agreed,  we  all  understand,  that  150  police  and 
70  firemen  will  be  appointed.  Your  Committee  on 
Public  Safety  met  last  Friday  at  a  scheduled  time 
to  consider  this  matter,  but,  inasmuch  as  it  was 
agreed  prior  to  our  meeting  that  appointments 
were  to  be  made,  the  committee  felt  that  no  action 
upon  this  particular  order  was  needed  at  this  time. 

The  report  was  accepted. 


POLICE  STATION  3. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  land  and  buildings  on  Joy 
street  formerly  occupied  for  Police  Station  3  and 
now  in  charge  of  the  Public  Buildings  Department, 
be  transferred  to  the  Police  Department  to  be  used 
for  police  station  purposes  for  Police  Station  3. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MUNICIPAL   BUILDING,    CODMAN 
SQUARE. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,    That    the    City    Council    of    Boston 
hereby  approves   the  enactment  of  legislation   to 
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authorize  the  city  to  borrow  money  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  municipal  building  in  the  Codman 
square  section  of  the  Dorchester  district;  pro- 
vided that  such  legislation  includes  a  referendum 
to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  might  state 
that  that  is  permissive  in  its  nature  and  is  intro- 
duced at  the  request  of  a  very  able  new  representa- 
tive representing  the  Codman  square  section  of 
the  city. 

The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


TRAFFIC   LIGHTS,   WARD   4. 

Coun.  ROBERTS  and  WILSON  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  a  suitable  traffic  stop  light  at  the  inter- 
section of  Parker  and  Ruggles  streets,  Ward  4. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  Councilor 
Roberts  has  very  kindly  agreed  to  the  reintro- 
duction  of  that  order,  which  had  already  been 
introduced  by  him  some  time  back.  It  has  been 
called  to  my  attention  by  the  president  of  the 
Hellenic  Association  of  Boston,  which  has  a  large 
Greek  church  in  this  particular  locality  and  has 
some  2,500  members,  that  they  desire  this  proper 
protection  on  this  through  traffic  route.  It  will 
also  help  the  Wentworth  Institute  in  this  particular 
locality  and  a  nearby  public  school. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


COST   OF   CITY   TELEPHONE   SERVICE. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the  .  City   Auditor  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise  the'  City 
Council  promptly  for  each  year  from  1927  to  1936: 

1.  The  total  number  of  telephone  machines  in 
use  in  all  city  departments. 

2.  The  annual  total  cost  of  telephone  service 
charged  to  the  City  of  Boston  for  each  year  during 
said  ten-year  period. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  that  is  along 
the  line  of  an  order  introduced  some  time  ago  by 
the  councilor  from  Ward  16  (Coun.  McGrath). 
I  believe  that  the  figures  when  they  finally  do 
filter  through  from  the  Mayor's  office  will  tell 
their  own  story  with  reference  to  the  increased 
telephone  expense  for  each  of  the  past  ten  years. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PROTECTION   OF   W.   P.   A.   WORKMEN. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  instruct  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  and  urge  upon  the  proper  W.  P.  A.  authori- 
ties the  adoption  of  such  safety  measures  and 
precautions  as  will  reasonably  protect  W.  P.  A. 
workmen  on  the  Wood  avenue  project  in  Hyde 
Park  against  danger  of  personal  injuries  due  to 
blasting. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  know  the 
members  of  the  Council  will  bear  with  me  in  the 
matter  of  these  various  orders,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  because  of  illness  I  have  missed  the  two 
most  recent  meetings  of  the  Council.  I  had  in- 
tended to  introduce  this  particular  order  at  an 
earlier  date,  because  of  information  that  has 
come  to  me  which  I  believe  to  be  correct  in  regard 
to  what  has  happened,  although  I  have  not  made 
a  special  investigation.  I  am  informed  reliably, 
however,  that  several  men  on  that  particular  proj- 
ect have  been  seiiously  injured.  If  the  informa- 
tion given  me  is  correct,  I  understand  that  shortly 
before  Christmas  one  of  the  men  was  injured  by 
flying  stone  as  the  result  of  blasting,  and  died  as  a 
result  of  his  injuries  early  in  January;  also  that  a 
large  rock  struck  one  of  the  other  W.  P.  A.  work- 
men on  this  particular  project.  I  have  every 
sympathy  with  the  unemployed,  as  well  as  with 
the  financial  condition  of  men  who  have  finally 
been  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  W.  P.  A.  em- 
ployment. But  I  think  even  if  a  man  is  receiving 
Government  money  on  such  a  project,  presenting 
combined  help  by  the  city  and  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, the  least  we  can  do  for  him  is  to  protect  him 
on  the  job. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RESTRICTION    OF   ATLANTIC   AVENUE 

WATERSIDE  PROPERTY. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  advise  the  City  Council  the  result  of 
such  action  as  he  has  taken  in  compliance  with 
the  following  order  of  the  City  Council  passed 
on  October  26,  1936: 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  confer  with  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Zoning  Adjustment  relative  to  the  adoption  of 
such  zoning  regulations  as  will  restrict  the  use  of 
properties  on  the  waterside  of  Atlantic  avenue  to 
wharves  or  marine  purposes." 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  there  has 
again  come  to  the  City  Council  today,  from  the 
Mayor,  the  order,  urgently  advised  against  by 
the  Finance  Commission,  to  put  across  this  Fiske 
Wharf  property  proposition.  When  it  came  up 
as  long  ago  as  October,  1936,  a  day  when  there 
was  some  discussion  of  the  matter,  I  offered  an 
order,  feeling  that  if  the  Mayor  of  Boston  was 
really  on  the  level  in  his  worry  about  proper  use 
of  waterfront  property,  one  easy  way  at  which 
he  could  arrive  at  a  solution  of  the  situation  would 
be  through  conference  with  the  Board  of  Zoning 
Adjustment  or  other  proper  authority,  having  in 
view  the  restriction  of  the  use  of  property  there 
along  Atlantic  avenue  for  further  use  of  the  area 
for  marine  purposes.  The  Mayor  apparently 
threw  that  order  in  the  waste  basket,  with  other 
orders  from  the  City  Council,  and  I  note  that  he 
has  now  again  sent  in  another  order  for  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  Fiske  Wharf  property.  It  would 
really  appear  that  the  little  fellow  we  heard  of 
years  ago  in  the  Boston  school  boy  parade,  the 
only  one  who  was  in  step,  has  now  grown  up  into 
a  great  big  man. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


APPLICATIONS    FOR    LIQUOR    LICENSES. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  be  recorded  as 
in  favor  of  the  enactment  of  such  legislation  as 
will  provide  that  where  a  liquor  license  has  been 
once  refused  by  the  Licensing  Board  for  a  given 
location,  then  unless  as  to  that  application  the 
A.  B.  C.  Commission  shall  have  overruled  the 
Licensing  Board,  no  further  application  for  a 
liquor  license  at  the  same  location  shall  be  heard 
by  the  Licensing  Board  within  one  year  of  said 
date  of  refusal. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  that  is  in  line 
with  the  order  which  the  Council  very  kindly 
passed,  in  compliance  with  my  request,  in  April, 
1936.  Then  I  think  a  number  of  members  of  the 
Council  have  in  mind  the  situation  now  existing, 
where  applicants  for  liquor  licenses  go  to  the 
Licensing  Board  and  are  turned  down,  and  per- 
haps a  month  later  another  application  is  made, 
under  a  different  name,  for  the  same  right  at  the 
same  location,  so  that  residents  of  a  section  in 
Dorchester,  we  will  say,  will  object  to  the  granting 
of  such  a  license  at  a  particular  location,  and 
within  the  next  few  months  other  applications  for 
the  same  license  at  the  same  place  will  be  made, 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  first  one  was  turned 
down,  and  it  is  necessary  for  the  Licensing  Board 
to  go  through  the  whole  thing  again,  in  spite  of 
already  having  passed  upon  it  within  a  very 
short  time.  It  also  imposes  an  additional  hard- 
ship upon  abutters  in  the  neighborhood  who  pro- 
tested the  first  time  and  who  are  put  to  the  trouble 
of  coming  in  and  protesting  again.  No  action  has 
been  taken  upon  the  similar  order  which  I  intro- 
duced in  April,  1936,  and  in  favor  of  which,  as  I 
remember  it,  Councilor  P.  J.  Fitzgerald  also  spoke. 
I  will  state  that  I  personally  have  tiled  a  bill  dealing 
with  the  question  in  this  year's  Legislature.  I  pre- 
sume the  members  of  the  Council  will  agree  with  me 
that  this  body,  representative  of  the  citizens  of 
Boston,  should  support  legislation  of  this  kind, 
which  will  mean  that  when  a  liquor  application 
has  been  filed  for  a  given  location  and  has  been 
denied  no  further  application  shall  be  made  for 
that  same  location,  whatever  the  name  of  the 
applicant,  for  a  period  of  twelve  months. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 
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OITY    COUNCIL. 


CODIFICATION   OF  STATUTES. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  at 
once  furnish  to  the  City  Council  a  copy  of  the 
codification  of  statutes  relating  to  the  City  of 
Boston,  which  codification  was  authorized  as  long 
ago  as  June,  1926,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $20,000; 
and  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise 
the  City  Council  how  many  employees  of  the  Law 
Department  have  been  assigned  to  such  work  under 
the  present  Mayor,  together  with  the  number  of 
hours,  if  any,  spent  by  the  Law  Department  on 
same. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  these  orders 
refer  to  a  matter  with  regard  to  which  I  intro- 
duced an  order  in  July  of  1926,  at  a  time  when,  in 
more  prosperous  days,  the  City  Council  passed  an 
order  appropriating  $20,000  for  codification  of  the 
various  statutes  involving  the  City  of  Boston.  At 
my  request,  in  July  of  last  year,  an  order  was 
passed  asking  the  Law  Department,  in  whose 
possession  the  material  is,  where  the  $20,000  had 
gone  in  the  ten  years  that  had  passed  since  1926, 
and  what,  if  anything,  had  been  accomplished  with 
the  money.  The  answer  came  back  from  the 
Law  Department  chiefly  to  the  effect  that  the 
gentlemen  who  were  working  on  the  codi- 
fication, principally,  I  understand  employees  of 
the  Law  Department,  had  been  going  along  with 
the  work,  but  that  it  was  not  complete.  I  don't 
know  whether  the  Statute  of  Limitations  applies 
to  the  work  or  not.  I  understand  now,  however, 
that  the  work  has  been  completed  and  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Law  Department.  Therefore,  I  am 
interested  to  see  some  physical  evidence  of  this 
work,  involving  $20,000 — which  apparently  under 
this  administration  is  a  small  amount  of  money; 
and  I  am  really  interested  in  ascertaining  exactly 
what  we  have  to  show  for  the  $20,000  that  has 
been  spent. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PERCENTAGE    OF    GASOLINE    TAX    FOR 
SNOW  REMOVAL. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  urge  upon  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth 
the  allocation  of  a  substantial  percentage  of  the 
gasoline  tax  to  cities  and  towns,  most  especially 
including  the  City  of  Boston,  as  an  aid  in  snow 
removal  expenditures  for  the  current  year. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  am  one  of 
those  who  believe  that  this  gasoline  tax,  which 
raises  a  very  considerable  amount  of  money,  should 
properly  be  used  for  roads  and  for  keeping  roads 
open.  In  that  connection,  I  have  read  with 
interest  about  the  action  taken  by  the  Association 
of  Selectmen  of  the  various  towns  of  Massachusetts 
advocating  that  a  proper  proportion  of  that  gaso- 
line tax  should  be  allocated  annually  to  the  various 
cities  and  towns  for  the  purpose  of  helping  them 
out  in  what  is  very  often  a  very  large  expense  to 
which  they  are  put  in  snow  removal  work.  With 
that  in  mind,  I  thought  the  City  Council  might 
ask  the  Mayor  to  fall  in  line  with  the  selectmen  of 
these  various  towns,  and  I  have  accordingly  pre- 
sented this  order  and  ask  for  its  adoption. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


Coun.  GALLAGHER  in  the  chair. 


RE-REGISTRATION  OF  BOSTON 
VOTERS. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  be  recorded  as 
in  favor  of  the  enactment  of  legislation  in  1937  for  a 
general  re-registration  of  all  voters  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  the  last  general  re-registration  having 
been  made  forty-one  years  ago. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  once  in  awhile 
it  is  possible  to  agree  with  the  present  Mayor  of 
Boston,  most  especially  in  those  instances  where 
apparently  he  does  read  the  City  Council  Minutes 
and  act  upon  the  suggestions  made  by  this  body. 
I  understand  that,  in  furtherance  of  arguments 
advanced  in  this  body  with  reference  to  re-registra- 


tion and  purging  our  phony  voting  list,  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  has  introduced  into  the  Legislature  a  bill 
for  re-registration.  I  would  urge  every  member 
of  this  body  to  help  that  particular  bill  along. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


TRIAL   OF  VOTING   MACHINES   IN 
WARD  9. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  authorize  and  instruct  the  Board  of  Election 
Commissioners  to  make  such  arrangements  as  will 
assure  an  adequate  and  fair  trial  of  voting  ma- 
chines by  the  City  of  Boston  incident  to  the  special 
City  Council  election  in  Ward  9,  to  be  held  on 
March  30. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  some  time  ago 
— on  November  16,  1936 — Councilor  Dowd  offered 
what  appeared  to  me  to  be  an  excellent  order, 
asking  the  Mayor  to  request  the  Election  De- 
partment to  consider  the  advisability  of  putting 
voting  machines  in  all  voting  precincts  on  election 
day,  and  on  November  23  the  Council  passed  an 
order  which  I  introduced,  requesting  the  Mayor 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  appropriating 
$10,000  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Election  Department  to  install  voting  machines 
for  experimental  purposes.  Since  that  time  we 
have  met  with  the  unfortunate  loss  of  one  of  our 
members,  and  a  special  election  is  to  be  held  in 
Ward  9  on  March  30  to  fill  the  vacancy.  I  be- 
lieve that  would  be  an  ideal  time  to  try  out  the 
use  of  voting  machines  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
They  have  been  adopted  in  practically  all  the 
large  cities  of  the  country.  They  were  in  use  in 
various  precincts  in  Cambridge  both  in  1936  and 
1934.  I  have  paiticularly  in  mind  not  only  the 
promptness  in  ascertaining  the  results  of  the  voting 
that  results  from  the  use  of  these  machines,  because 
I  believe  in  Cambridge,  where  the  machines  were 
used,  the  results  as  to  the  head  of  the  ticket  were 
announced  within  ten  minutes  after  the  close  of 
the  polls;  but  I  have  also  in  mind  the  advantage 
that  would  come  from  honest  counting,  arriving 
at  the  true  results  in  any  city  election.  I  would 
suggest  that  if  the  proper  initial  steps  are  taken, 
it  may  well  be  that  the  experimental  use  of  voting 
machines  in  Ward  9,  or  in  a  few  of  the  precincts 
of  Ward  9,  could  possibly  be  had  without  any 
expense  to  the  City  of  Boston,  because  I  believe 
whoever  makes  the  machines  would  be  glad  of  an 
opportunity  to  convince  the  Mayor  of  the  honesty 
and  accuracy  of  such  machines,  and  would  prob- 
ably be  willing  to  place  some  of  the  machines  in 
various  precincts  in  Ward  9  without  cost  to  the 
city,  thereby  possibly  ensuring  the  adoption  of 
this  modern  plan  of  honest  and  accurate  voting, 
in  various  precincts  of  the  city. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


BOSTON  GARDEN  AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  respectfully  requested,  through  hio 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise  the  City  Council  as 
to  the  remuneration,  if  any,  received  by  the  city 
for  ambulance  service  furnished  at  the  Boston 
Garden. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  would  ask 
that  that  particular  order  be  sent  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee.  I  don't  know  what  our  friend 
Joe  in  the  Mayor's  office  has  to  do  with  the  ambu- 
lance that  is  parked  in  the  Boston  Garden,  but 
I  understand  that  he  has  objected  to  the  use  of 
private  ambulances  at  the  Garden  on  the  night 
of  the  various  events  and  that  for  some  unknown 
reason— not  because  we  have  too  many  ambulances 
— at  least  one  ambulance  of  the  City  Hospital  is 
kept  at  the  Garden  for  the  help  it  can  afford  to 
that  particular  enterprise,  which  I  understand — 
and  good  luck  to  it! — has  had  very  good  fortune 
financially  in  the  past  year.  I  understand  that 
we  have  a  total  of  eleven  ambulances  covering  the 
48  square  miles  of  the  City  of  Boston,  that  there 
is  one  at  the  Haymarket  Station,  that  there  is 
one  protecting  Councilor  Selvitella's  constituents, 
and  that  the  other  nine  are  at  the  Main  Hospital. 
I  wonder,  even  if  we  are  getting  paid  for  it,  whether 
the  City  of  Boston,  with  only  eleven  ambulances 
available,  can  really  afford  to  station  one  of  those 
ambulances  at  any  theatrical  location,  the  Boston 
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Garden,  the  Colonial  Theatre,  the  Mechanics 
Building,  or  anywhere  else.  For  that  reason  I 
am  trying  to  find  out  why  the  Garden  is  thus 
unusually  favored. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  Chairman,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  Charlestown  section,  I  have  a 
tender  spot  in  the  matter  of  the  use  of  our  city 
ambulances.  I  have  asked  the  Mayor  to  put  one 
in  our  section,  a  section  set  off  from  the  rest  of 
the  city  and  with  40,000  inhabitants,  many  of 
whom  are  engaged  in  hazardous  occupations  and 
are  apt  to  be  injured  at  any  time.  I  asked  for 
this  consideration  in  my  humble  capacity  as  a 
representative  of  that  district,  and  I  innocently 
thought  the  Mayor  might  agree.  But  the  months 
have  passed  and  the  situation  remains  as  it  always 
has  been.  I  am  very  much  in  favor  of  the  gentle- 
man's order,  and  I  would  like  to  know  what 
becomes  of  our  ambulances. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


TAX   TITLE   PROPERTY   ORDINANCE. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

An  Ordinance  Concerning  Tax  Title  Property. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows : 

Section  seven  of  chapter  twenty-five  of  the  Re- 
vised Ordinances  of  1925  added  to  said  chapter  by 
section  three  of  chapter  three  of  the  Ordinances  of 
1935,  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  at  the  end 
thereof  the  following  words: 

"provided,  however,  that  any  such  real  estate 
which  may  be  deemed  valuable  for  any  public 
purpose,  may  be  transferred,  by  order  of  the  city 
council  approved  by  the  mayor,  from  the  possession 
and  management  of  the  superintendent  of  public 
buildings  to  the  care,  custody  and  control  of-  any 
city  department. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  would  ask 
that  that  particular  ordinance  be  sent  to  the 
Executive  Committee.  In  introducing  it  I  have  in 
mind  the  tax  title  property  situation.  There  is  a 
possibility  that  some  parcels  of  vacant  land  may 
be  used  for  park  or  other  purposes,  and  I  under- 
stand that  it  is  really  necessary,  to  carry  out  a 
transfer  of  such  pieces  of  land,  for  example,  from 
Mr.  Hall's  department  to  the  Park  Department, 
to  have  a  city  ordinance.  I  have,  therefore,  intro- 
duced this  ordinance,  and  I  ask  that  it  be  sent  to 
the  Executive  Committee. 

The  ordinance  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee 


TAX  TITLE  PROPERTIES. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  the  Corporation  Counsel,  directly  Land 
Court  proceedings  are  commenced  relating  to  any 
piece  of  tax  title  property,  to  at  once  notify  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  in  order  that 
immediate  steps  may  be  taken  by  the  city  to  pre- 
vent unauthorized  collection  of  rentals  by  former 
owners. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
who,  by  city  ordinance,  is  in  charge  of  city 
tax  title  property,  to  proceed  promptly  with 
the  sale  of  such  properties  as  can  be  sold  for  an 
amount  equal  to  the  total  due  the  city  for  unpaid 
taxes,  interest,  costs  and  water  rates. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  hereby  desires 
to  be  recorded  in  strong  opposition  to  House  Bill 
No.  784,  entitled  "An  Act  to  Facilitate  the  Disposal 
of  Land  Acquired  by  Cities  and  Towns  through 
the  Foreclosure  of  Tax  Titles." 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  appreciate 
the  meaning  of  the  look  on  the  faces  of  the  council- 
ors, but  I  trust  they  will  bear  in  mind,  as  I  stated 
at  the  outset,  that  through  illness  I  have  not  been 
able  to  be  present  and  introduce  some  of  these 
orders  at  an  earlier  time.  However,  in  view  of 
the  situation  brought  about  on  these  tax  title 
properties  last  week,  and  having  learned  of  the  in- 
troduction of  this  very  smart  bill  in  the  Legislature 
by  the  Mayor,  I  am  moved  today  to  introduce 
these  three  orders,  emphasizing  especially  the  last 
one,  which  requests  the  Council — as  I  hope  they  will 
do  unanimously — to  register  their  indignant  oppo- 
sition to  the  particular  bill  referred  to.  During 
the  summer  of  1935  the  Mayor  repeatedly  urged 


upon  the  City  Council  the  necessity  for  promptly 
adopting  a  new  city  ordinance  which  would  defi- 
nitely place  in  the  custody  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  for  maintenance,  control  and 
possible  early  sale,  all  tax  title  properties  which 
had  come,  or  would  come,  into  the  hands  of  the 
city  as  the  result  of  the  Law  Department  perfecting 
our  title  in  the  Land  Court  by  outlawing  any 
possible  rights  of  redemption.  The  ordinance  was 
finally  passed  on  October  7,  1935,  after  which  we 
had  the  right  to  expect  some  real  business-like 
management  of  this  vast  amount  of  tax  title 
property,  and  a  real  effort  by  prompt  sale  to  return 
the  land  to  an  income  producing  basis.  Two 
$3,000  a  year  jobs  were  created  in  the  Public  Build- 
ings Department,  supposedly  to  actively  move  this 
list  of  non-taxpaying  property,  and,  in  addition, 
as  a  W.  P.  A.  project,  a  Federal  pay  roll  for  152 
men  was  made  available,  with  over  thirty  men  on 
the  clerical  force  for  a  proper  survey,  and  some  120 
mechanics  for  repairs  and  renovation  work.  By 
June  30,  1936,  there  were  672  properties  on  the 
hands  of  the  city;  the  number  had  grown  to  872 
properties  by  October  16  of  last  year,  and  by  the 
close  of  1936  we  had  995  different  parcels  on  our 
hands,  aggregating  over  a  million  and  a  half  in 
assessed  value,  and  three  quarters  of  a  million 
dollars  in  unpaid  taxes,  interest  and  costs.  Most 
of  these  properties  were  originally  sold  for  unpaid 
taxes  as  long  ago  as  1932,  at  least.  Close  to  1,000 
tax  title  properties  are  now  a  dead  load  around 
the  neck  of  the  city.  Former  owners  have  been 
deprived  of  the  properties  for  unpaid  taxes.  In 
numerous  instances,  they  represent  not  only  a 
total  loss  from  a  taxation  viewpoint,  but,  in  view 
of  their  dilapidated  condition,  they  are  a  positive 
liability  to  the  city  as  well.  In  more  than  one 
instance  former  owners,  or  other  persons,  have 
been  collecting  rents,  or  living  in  the  properties 
without  any  right  or  authority  whatever.  With 
water  bills  unpaid  for  years,  yet  in  more  than  one 
instance  water  has  continued  to  be  furnished  to 
properties  long  since  sold  for  taxes.  I  charge 
that  for  no  proper  reason  no  real  effort  has  been 
made  to  promptly  dispose  of  this  million  and  a  half 
dollars  worth  of  tax  title  property.  I  have  charged 
that  the  failure  to  make  any  real  effort  to  move  the 
various  properties  has  been  due  either  to  gross 
inefficiency  or  something  worse.  I  now  lay  that 
fault  not  in  the  lap  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  but  in  the  office  of  the  Mayor  himself. 
Four  months  ago,  on  October  26,  1936,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Tax  Titles  made  a  complete  and  detailed 
report  as  to  twelve  of  the  fifteen  tax  title  properties 
then  before  it  for  action,  and  action  was  taken  on 
the  various  orders  by  the  City  Council  as  long  ago 
as  November  23,  1936.  At  the  hearing  by  the 
committee  last  week,  it  was  news  to  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings  that  the  Council 
had  taken  action  on  any  of  the  tax  title  properties 
to  date.  Notice  of  our  action  last  October  and 
November  has  never  gone  further  than  the  Mayor's 
office.  Out  of  995  properties  in  his  hands  for 
disposition,  the  records  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  show  that  twenty-one  have  been 
sent  through  the  Mayor's  office  for  disposition  by 
the  City  Council;  twenty-two  more  items,  with 
the  recommendations  of  "the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings,  have  never  reached  the  Council 
but  still  remain  in  that  graveyard  of  forgotten  or 
neglected  business  on  the  second  floor.  What  is 
the  reason?  What  is  behind  this  piling  up  of  tax 
title  properties,  until  on  January  first  of  this  year, 
almost  1,000  parcels,  representing  a  million  and  a 
half  dollars  of  assessed  value,  are  left  hanging 
like  a  load  around  the  neck  of  the  city?  The  sale 
of  city-owned  land  has  for  years,  under  the  charter 
of  this  city,  required  a  two  thirds  vote  of  the  City 
Council.  When  the  first  parcels  of  tax  title 
property  came  through  to  the  City  Council  for 
approval,  we  asked  too  many  questions.  Most  of 
the  orders  failed  to  state  whether  the  parcels  were 
vacant  land  or  had  buildings  on  them.  In  no 
instances  were  we  given  the  total  amount  of  unpaid 
taxes,  together  with  interest  and  costs  due  the  city. 
As  long  ago  as  last  August,  this  body  passed  an 
order  requesting  a  complete  list  of  all  tax  title 
properties  in  the  custody  or  control  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings  with  information 
as  to  rentals,  if  any,  the  cost  of  any  demolition  or 
repair  work  in  each  instance,  the  1935  assessed 
value,  the  supposed  amount  due  the  city  for  unpaid 
taxes,  interest  and  costs,  and  other  information 
reasonably  necessary  for  proper  consideration  of 
sale  price.  The  full  and  complete  facts  have  not 
been  freely  given  to  the  Council.  After  the  Council 
began  asking  pertinent  questions,  orders  for  the 
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sale  of  tax  title  properties  grew  fewer  in  number. 
Not  one  has  come  through  from  the  Mayor's  office 
to  us  since  November,  1936.  At  least  twenty-two 
such  orders  on  their  way  from  the  office  of  the  Sup- 
erintendent of  Public  Buildings  to  the  City  Council, 
for  some  unexplained  reason  are  on  detour  in  the 
Mayor's  office.  The  proposed  bill  in  the  Legis- 
lature, introduced  on  the  petition  of  Mayor  Mans- 
field, is  the  answer.  That  bill  is  entitled:  "An 
Act  to  Facilitate  the  Disposal  of  Land  Acquired 
by  Cities  and  Towns  through  the  Foreclosure  of 
Tax  Titles."  It  has  an  emergency  preamble  which 
states  it  to  be  "an  emergency  law,  necessary  for 
the  immediate  preservation  of  public  convenience." 
It's  an  emergency  law  all  right,  but  it's  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  operators  of  a  new  racket.  The 
tax  title  racket.  Over  a  million  and  a  half  dollars 
worth  of  assessed  value  in  tax  title  properties, 
which  can  be  unloaded  for  a  song  to  the  right 
parties,  begins  to  look  like  something  worth  while! 
The  Council  has  been  asking  too  many  questions. 
So  under  Section  2  of  the  proposed  law,  the  custo- 
dian of  these  properties,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor,  may  "notwithstanding  any  provision 
of  law  or  of  any  charter— to  the  contrary,"  sell  the 
property  at  public  auction  for  not  less  than  a 
minimum  amount  to  be  fixed,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Mayor,  by  the  custodian,  or  by  a  board  of 
three  appraisers  appointed  by  the  Major.  And 
under  Section  3  of  the  proposed  act,  to  effect  such 
sales  the  custodian  may  pay  to  any  broker  or  agent 
who  may  procure  a  sale,  a  commission  at  a  rate 
to  be  determined  by  the  custodian,  but  not  greater 
than  the  usual  current  and  prevailing  brokerage 
rate.  Under  Section  1  of  the  proposed  law,  the 
Mayor  may  appoint  the  so-called  custodian  of  all 
tax  title  property;  and  under  Section  4,  the  Mayor 
may  fix  the  custodian's  salary,  or  he  may  be  recom- 
pensed by  a  commission  on  sales  made.  Who  has 
the  inside  track  for  this  juicy  job?  And  for  what 
good  reason  is  the  charter  provision  requiring  a 
two  thirds  vote  of  the  City  Council  approving 
the  sale  of  city  land  now  to  be  eliminated.  In 
other  words,  what  goes  on?  Need  I  urge  the  City 
Council  to  record  its  opposition  to  the  passage  of 
House  Bill  No.  784  now  pending  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Legislature  on  the  petition  of  the  Mayor  of 
Boston?  The  failure  to  send  through  to  the  City 
Council  more  than  twenty-one  parcels,  out  of  995 
tax  title  properties,  since  the  city  ordinance  of 
October,  1935,  was  passed  sixteen  months  ago; 
the  failure  to  recommend  the  sale  of  a  single  parcel 
of  tax  title  property  since  as  long  ago  as  November, 
1936;  the  persistent  failure  or  refusal  to  furnish 
the  Council  with  information  repeatedly  requested 
on  varius  parcels;  the  loading  up  of  the  city  with  a 
million  and  a  half  dollars  worth  of  tax  title  property, 
depriving  former  owners  of  any  real  legal  right  of 
redemption  to  the  same,  and  yet  making  no  real 
effort  to  convert  the  property  into  a  taxpaying 
asset,  followed  by  this  quiet  effort  to  divest  the  City 
Council  of  any  rights  in  the  matter  and  place  the 
property  in  the  sole  control  of  some  custodian 
appointed  by  the  Mayor,  I  believe  calls  for  rigid 
investigation   and   proper  explanation. 

The  several  orders  were  passed  under  suspension 
of  the  rule. 


REOPENING  OF  DORCHESTER  CONVALES- 
CENT HOME. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  reopening  the  building 
formerly,  known  as  the  Convalescent  Home 
located  on  Dorchester  avenue  in  the  Dorchester 
district.  The  purpose  of  such  reopening  to  be  for 
the  purpose  which  it  was  originally  founded, 
namely,  for  those  who  have  been  ill  and  require 
convalescent  care. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BUS   TO   CARSON   BEACH. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Rail- 
way to  establish  a  bus  line  from  the  junction  of 
West  Cottage  street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue  in  the 
Roxbury  section  to  Carson  Beach  or  to  terminate 
at  Columbia  Station,  this  bus  line  to  be  operative 


only  between  June  15  and  September  15  and  for 
the  purpose  of  affording  those  residents  living  in 
this  immediate  section  the  opportunity  of  going 
to  the  beach  during  the  extreme  warm  weather  in 
the  summer  months. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BUS   LINE   TO   FOREST   HILLS. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  establish  a  bus  line  with 
five-cent  fare  from  Morton  street  and  Blue  Hill 
avenue  to  Forest  Hills. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NO  PENALIZING  ON  COMMUNITY  FUND. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  see  to  it 
that  no  city  employees  are  penalized  because  of 
failure  to  give  1  per  cent  of  their  salary  to  the 
Community  Fund. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  I  know  thor- 
oughly well  that  every  city  employee  and  every 
other  individual  who  can  do  so  is  most  willing  to 
subscribe  to  such  a  worthwhile  fund  as  the  Com- 
munity Fund.  But  sometimes  we  must  con- 
sider the  situation  of  some  city  employees  who 
may  have  to  help  take  care  of  one,  two  and  more 
families;  people  who  would  be  mighty  glad  to 
give  one  per  cent  of  their  salaries  to  any  charity 
if  they  did  not  have  so  many  mouths  to  feed  at 
home.  I  have  in  mind  the  specific  case  of  a  man 
who  has  worked  for  twelve  years  as  a  civil  service 
employee  at  a  modest  salary  and  who  has  received 
about  $200  for  extra  work,  but  a  married  man 
with  six  children,  who  has  very  hard  work  to 
get  along.  About  all  he  can  do  is  to  attend  to 
his  own  family,  and  he  has  great  difficulty  in 
doing  that.  The  organization  to  which  he  belongs 
voted  at  a  regular  meeting  that  its  members  give 
one  day's  pay  and  this  man  did  so,  but  he  was 
called  up  by  the  commissioner  and  told  to  con- 
tribute the  one  per  cent  of  his  salary,  but  stood 
by  the  vote  of  his  organization  to  simply  con- 
tribute the  one  day's  pay.  As  a  result,  the  job  he 
has  held  for  twelve  years  was  taken  away  from 
him  and  the  $200  was  taken  away.  also.  In  all 
justice  to  the  Mayor,  I  don't  think  he  knows 
anything  about  it.  But  if  he  wants  to  know  the 
man's  name  and  who  the  commissioner  is,  he  can 
(all  me  up  and  I  will  be  glad  to  give  him  the 
information. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  think  the 
remedy  for  this  sort  of  thing  is  through  the  income 
tax  on  those  people  who  make  the  money,  and  not 
in  reducing  the  salary  of  these  modestly  paid 
employees.  The  answer  is  to  obtain  the  money 
from  those  who  pay  the  higher  income  taxes,  not 
to  make  marks  of  these  poor  men,  who  now  have 
trouble  enough  to  get  along  and  who  are  paying 
sufficient. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RETROACTIVE   OLD   AGE   PENSION 
PAYMENTS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  instruct 
the  Welfare  Department  to  start  payments  on  the 
retroactive  Old  Age  Pension  as  soon  as  possible. 

Coun.  AG.VEW — Mr.  President,  I  think  more 
than  one  councilor  has  taken  up  this  same  matter 
with  the  old  age  pension  people,  this  question  of 
making  the  allowances  retroactive.  I  think  it  is 
about  time  that  some  action  be  taken  without  fur- 
ther delay.  As  I  remember  it,  Councilor  Dowd  put 
in  an  order  in  regard  to  this  matter  weeks  and 
weeks  ago,  and  apparently  the  action  that  should 
have  been  taken  has  not  yet  been  taken.  With 
the  approval  of  Councilor  Dowd,  if  there  is  no 
objection,  I  would  like  to  have  this  order  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Welfare,  so  that  we 
may  have  some  of  the  officials  of  the  Public  Wel- 
fare Department  come  before  the  committee  and 
find  out  from  them  just  what  the  status  of  the 
thing  is. 

Coun.  DOWD — So  that  there  may  be  no  mis- 
understanding about  it,  some  three  months  ago 
we  looked  up  the  law  and  found  that  an  applicant 
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was  entitled  to  the  old  age  pension  from  the 
moment  when  the  application  was  signed,  al- 
though, as  a  matter  of  fact,  applicants  were 
waiting  so  that  five  and  six  months  elapsed  from 
the  time  they  applied  until  they  got  their  first 
check.  That  was  through  no  fault  of  their  own, 
but  because  of  laxity  on  the  part  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  We  put  it  up  to  the  Mayor  and  for 
once  in  his  life  he  agreed  that  Dowd  was  right, 
and  orders  went  forth  that  people  applying  for 
old  age  pensions  were  entitled  to  them  from  the 
moment  of  application.  I  have  once  a  week 
called  up  the  house  of  horrors  on  Hawkins  street 
to  find  out  what  was  being  done.  The  only 
answer  that  could  be  obtained  was  "We  are  mak- 
ing up  the  pay  roll."  I  don't  know  how  long  it 
takes  to  make  up  the  pay  roll,  but  I  do  feel  that 
with  the  clerical  help  at  their  command,  they 
should  certainly  be  able  to  make  it  up  in  five 
or  six  weeks.  I  feel  that  it  is  certainly  outrageous 
for  a  man  or  woman  to  be  compelled  to  wait  five 
or  six  months  for  the  first  check,  bearing  also  in 
mind  the  fact  that  the  Mayor  has  issued  orders 
that  they  are  to  be  paid  from  the  time  of  applica- 
tion and  that  the  Corporation  Counsel  has  ruled 
that  that  is  the  proper  interpretation  of  the  law. 
The  only  answer  is  that  the  Mayor  is  trying  to 
duck  it,  so  as  to  save  $3,000,  $4,000  or  $5,000  a 
year. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  that  is  just 
what  was  in  my  mind.  Why  not  have  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Welfare  consider  this  matter 
and  have  the  Executive  Secretary  before  the 
committee,  so  as  to  find  out  the  reason  for  what 
has  been  taking  place,  and  why  some  definite 
action  is  not  taken? 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Welfare. 


CASE-LOAD    FOR    WELFARE   VISITORS. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  consider  the  advis- 
ability of  conferring  with  the  directors  of  Public 
Welfare  relative  to  reducing  the  case-load  of 
visitors. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  this  Council 
should  demand  before  the  passage  of  any  appro- 
priations that  the  directors  of  Public  Welfare 
reduce  the  case-load  of  the  visitors  in  that  de- 
partment. Where  unfortunates  who  are  being 
visited  have  to  wait  for  four,  five  or  six  months 
in  the  year  for  assistance,  I  don't  know  how  they 
are  expected  to  live  in  the  interim.  I  do  not 
criticize  the  visitors.  With  a  case-load  of  200  or 
more,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  properly  attend 
to  their  work.  A  visitor  cannot  handle  over 
seventy-five  cases  and  do  it  efficiently.  We  had 
the  unfortunate  precedent  of  the  poor  old  man 
in  Copley  square  who  died  before  relief  came. 
God  knows  how  many  of  such  cases  are  going  on 
today.  I  called  up  to  have  a  couple  of  cases  in 
my  ward  attended  to  and  was  told,  "What  can 
we  do?  We  have  thousands  of  cases  and  not 
sufficient  help."  What  is  the  matter  with  this 
man  who  went  before  the  citizens  of  Boston  for 
election  on  the  slogan,  "A  big  man  for  a  big  job"? 
That  was  the  keynote  of  the  campaign, — "A  big 
man  for  a  big  job."  What  is  the  matter  when 
month  after  month  and  year  after  year  we  ask 
him  to  have  a  sufficient  number  of  qualified 
people  attending  to  this  work,  and  nothing  is 
done,  but  instead  we  continue  to  have  a  visitor 
handling  200  cases?  That  is  an  impossibility,  if  it 
is  to  be  done  properly. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


LOW-COST   MILK. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the    Mayor    of    Boston    be    re- 
quested to  consider  the  advisability  of  obtaining 
low-cost  milk  for  Boston. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  what  is  the 
reason  why  we  cannot  have  low-cost  milk  in 
Boston?  We  have  thousands  of  families  in  Boston 
not  getting  enough  to  eat  today,  and  the  most 
important  item  in  their  diet  is  milk.  We  have 
here  in  our  city  one  of  the  most  important  men 
who  has  been  connected  with  the  Federal  adminis- 
tration in  the  matter  of  milk,  Samuel  Pater,  and 
he  says  that  the  people  of  Boston  can  get  milk 
for  eight  cents  a  quart  if  the  man  downstairs  will 
take  cognizance  of  the  situation.  When  in  New 
York  and  other  cities  they  are  getting  milk  for 


eight  cents  a  quart,  why  cannot  we  do  it  here? 
In  the  name  of  the  poor  people  of  Boston,  why 
does  not  that  man  do  something?  Go  and  ask 
him  to  talk  to  Samuel  Pater,  in  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  Building,  and  ask  him  if  Norton  is  not 
right  in  his  statement. 

The  order  was  passed   under   suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RE-EMPLOYMENT  OF  FORMER  CITY 
EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider  the 
advisability  of  placing  back  on  the  rolls  city  em- 
ployees let  go  during  the  first  part  of  his  term. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  as  long  as  I 
am  in  this  Council,  that  order  is  going  to  be  intro- 
duced until  something  is  done.  I  think  it  is  a 
terrible  thing  to  place  men  who  have  been  working 
for  the  city  thirty  years  or  more  on  the  scrap  heap. 
Today  a  man  of  forty-five  cannot  get  a  job.  The 
Mayor  came  into  office  on  a  platform  of  fair  play 
for  city  employees.  Then  somebody  whispered  to 
him,  "That  man  was  against  you  and  that  man 
was  against  you."  It  is  an  awful  thing  to  drop  a 
man  from  the  service  after  he  has  been  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  city  for  th;rty  or  thirty-five  years,  and  I 
am  going  to  demand  that  such  men  be  put  back, 
whether  under  this  Mayor  or  a  future  Mayor. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ELECTRIC  LIGHTS,  WARD  21. 

Coun.  AGNEW  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,    through  his  Honor  the   Mayor,   to 
install  electric  lights  on  Ouint  avenue,  Ward  21,  to 
replace  the  present  gas  lamps. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  electric  lights  on  Parkvale  avenue,  Ward 
21,  to  replace  the  present  gas  lamps. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  electric  lights  on  Allston  street,  Ward  21, 
to  replace  the  present  gas  lamps. 

The  orders  were  severally  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 


REPAVING  WARD  7  STREETS. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor , 
to    repave    with    smooth    pavement    West    Ninth 
street,  Ward  7. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Old 
Harbor  street,  Ward  7. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CLEAR     PASSAGEWAYS     IN     THEATERS. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Building  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
enforce  the  existing  regulations  covering  the 
keeping  clear  of  aisles,  exits  and  passageways  in 
all  theaters  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, it  has  been  brought  to  my  attention  that 
the  various  theaters  throughout  the  city,  partic- 
ularly at  this  time  when  so  much  sickness  is  abroad, 
and  this  is  particularly  true  of  the  various  movie 
houses,  crush  people  together  in  the  lobbies,  you 
might  say,  like  sardines.  I  feel  that  something 
should  be  done,  and  that  the  remedy  lies  where 
I  have  suggested  in  this  order.  I  suggest  that 
this  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety, 
to  see  if  something  cannot  be  done  to  straighten 
the  situation  out. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Safety. 
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COMMENDATION  OF 
POLICE  COMMISSIONER   TIMILTY. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  go  on 
record  as  commending  Police  Commissioner 
Joseph  F.  Timilty  for  his  splendid  spirit  of  co- 
operation in  sending  men  and  equipment  of  the 
Police  Department  to  the  flood  area. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  let  me  put 
into  the  record  a  word  of  praise  for  the  greatest 
police  official  that  our  city  has  ever  known  in  its 
history,  in  my  estimation,  the  man  now  serving 
as  commissioner,  Joseph  F.  Timilty. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
he  could  not  help  it.  The  milk  of  human  kindness 
was  in  his  dad  before  him. 

The  resolve  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


NO    FAVORITISM    IN    CIVIL    SERVICE 
SELECTIONS. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
the  publicly  announced  decision  of  the  Police 
Commissioner  to  select  from  the  Civil  Service 
lists  submitted  to  him  the  names  of  men  for 
appointment  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand 
on  the  list,  providing  the  applicant's  physical 
condition  is  satisfactory. 

Coun.  MELLEN— Mr.  President,  I  noted  with 
marked  approval  the  attitude  announced  by  the 
present  Police  Commissioner,  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  take  the  new  policemen  from  the  list 
in  the  order  in  which  they  stood,  provided  their 
physical  condition  was  such  as  to  warrant  it.  I 
have  also  noted  a  lack  of  such  a  statement  from 
the  Fire  Commissioner.  I  regret  it,  and  I  think 
it  would  be  well  for  him  personally  to  announce 
such  an  intention  in  his  department,  because  I 
think  such  an  announced  determination  would  be 
equally  welcome  there. 

The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


FIRE   HAZARDS   IN   WARD  2. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
make  a  complete  survey  of  Ward  2  with  the  view 
of  eliminating  vacant  houses  which  now  stand  as 
a  fire  hazard  to  the  community. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INCREASED   CAR   SERVICE, 
CHARLESTOWN. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Boston  Elevated  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  increase  the  present  car  service 
between  Sullivan  and  City  squares  on  both  the 
Bunker  Hill  and  Main  street  fines. 

Coun.  MELLEN— Mr.  President,  I  have  talked 
with  the  present  management  of  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated but  have  received  no  definite  assurance 
that  the  car  service  will  be  remedied.  We  have  a 
lamentable  situation  over  there.  Elderly  men  and 
women,  going  to  and  from  their  homes  and  their 
places  of  employment,  have  to  wait  a  long  time 
to  get  a  street  car,  because  when  a  car  is  full  it 
will  not  stop.  The  service  should  be  improved. 
I  move,  therefore,  the  passage  of  this  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


IMPROVEMENT    OF    DEWEY    BEACH, 
CHARLESTOWN. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  draw 
up  a  definite  plan  of  improving  the  bathing  facili- 
ties and  the  beach  itself  at  Dewey  Beach  in 
Charlestown. 


Coun.  MELLEN — Here  again,  as  I  said  a  few 
moments  ago  on  another  matter,  when  I  first 
came  into  the  body  I  conferred  with  the  Mayor 
on  this  subject,  and  he  led  me,  as  a  naive  new 
member,  to  believe  that  he  would  do  something 
about  it.  Last  summer  the  beach  was  strewn 
with  broken  bottles,  old  rubber  tires,  all  sorts  of 
debris.  I  hope,  therefore,  despite  the  fact  that 
the  Mayor  has  no  ardent  affection  for  the  coun- 
cilor from  Ward  2,  that  he  will  not  take  it  out 
on  the  people  of  Charlestown,  but  will  give  them 
a  decent  place  to  bathe.  Many  of  those  people 
cannot  afford  to  travel  to  other  beaches  outside 
the  district. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  SELVTTELLA,  the  Council 
voted  at  3.48  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in 
the  Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  at 
4.23  p.  m.  by  Coun.  GALLAGHER 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive 
Committee,   submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred today)  appropriating  sum  of  $25,000  for 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau — recommending 
passage  of  accompanying  new  draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $5,000  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the  Municipal 
Employment  Bureau,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of  its  duties,  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
passed,  yeas  17,  nays  0. 

2.  Report  on  ordinance  (referred  today)  con- 
cerning tax  title  properties— that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;   said  ordinance  passed. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  January  4)  re  sale  of  pigs  at  Penal  Institu- 
tions Department — that  same   ought  not  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  rejected. 

4.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that 
trustees  of  City  Hospital  be  requested,  through 
Mayor,  to  advise  Council  as  to  remuneration,  if 
any,  received  by  city  for  ambulance  furnished  at 
Boston  Garden — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed. 


INCREASED  PENSIONS  FOR  FIREMEN. 
Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legislation 
to  increase  the  pensions  of  firemen  formerly  re- 
tired from  the  service  of  the  city  to  an  amount  equal 
to  one  half  of  the  present  maximum  pay  of  a  fireman 
of  the  same  rank,  provided  that  said  legislation 
includes  a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MOVING  BUS  STOP  IN   WEST  ROXBURY. 
Coun.  FINLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  request  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Rail- 
way Company  to  cause  the  bus  stop  at  the  corner 
of  Weld  and  Centre  streets,  West  Roxbury,  to  be 
moved  to  the  corner  of  Centre  and  Knoll  streets, 
West  Roxbury,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  pro- 
tection to  the  residents  of  that  section. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FEBRUARY    8,    1937. 
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CHAIRMEN   OF  LOCAL  CELEBRATIONS. 
Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  is  not  in  favor 
of   the  precedent  established  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  of  selecting  as  chairman  of  local  celebrations 
any  individual  other  than  an  elected  city  official. 

Coun.  MELLEN— Mr.  President,  this  is  not  in- 
troduced in  any  spirit  of  vindictiveness  towards  the 
young  man,  one  of  the  Mayor's  secretaries,  who  is 
now  placed  in  charge  of  the  Charlestown  celebra- 
tion. But  it  did  occur  to  me  that  a  man  like  the 
Mayor,  supposed  to  be  possessed  of  a  judicial 
temperament,  should  now  and  in  the  future,  in 
matters  of  this  kind,  favor  the  appointment  of 
representatives  elected  by  the  people  as  chairmen 
of  celebrations  peculiar  to  a  certain  district.  As  I 
say,  these  words  of  mine  are  not  spoken  in  any 


spirit  of  vindictiveness  towards  the  young  man 
chosen  for  this  work. 

The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNAL  LIGHTS,   WARD  6. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  offered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
traffic  signal  lights  at  A  street  and  Broadway, 
Ward  6. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned  at  4.30  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
McGRATH,  to  meet  on  Monday,  February  15, 
1937,  at  2  p.  m. 


CITY     OP     BOSTON     PRINTING     DEPARTMENT 
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Proceedings  oi  City  Council. 


Monday,  February  15,  1937. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  Coun. 
GALLAGHER  in  the  chair,  in  the  temporary 
absence  of  President  Fitzgerald,  -who  came 
in  later.  'Present,  all  the  members  of  the 
Council. 


APPOINTMENT    BY    THE    MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council  the 
Mayor  submitted   the   following : 

Weigber  of  Coal:  Frank  S.  McNeill,  537 
Main  street,  Medfoird,  Mass. 

Laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


VETO    OF    SIDEWALK. 

The  following   was    received : 
City    of    Boston, 
Office   of    the    Mayor,    February    11,    19-37. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved 
and  without  my  signature  an  order  adopted 
by  your  Honorable  Body  on  February  1,  1937, 
for  the  mlaikling  of  a  granolithic  sidewalk'  with 
granite  edgestomes  along  Hammond  avenue, 
from  Leverett  street  to  'Chambers  street,  in 
Ward    3. 

I  lam  informed  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works-  that  there  are  no  funds  avail- 
able at  the  present  time  for  this  construction. 
Under  the  circumstances  I  am  constrained 
to   veto  the  order. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


BORROWING    OUTSIDE    OF    DEBT    LIMIT. 

The  following  was   received : 
City    of    Boston, 

Office    of    the   Mayor,    February    15,    1937. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — For  the  purpose  of  extending 
for  another  year  the  'authority  granted  by 
the  Legislature  in  1935  'and  1936  to  finance, 
librough  the  medium  of  borrowing,  a  portion 
of  welfare  and  relief  costs,  Mayor  Mansfield 
h'as  petitioned  the  Legislature  for  the  enact- 
ment of  legislation  authorizing  the  city  to 
borrow  outside  the  statutory  limit  of  indebt- 
edness on  account  of  public  welfare,  soldiers' 
benefits  and  Federal  emergency  unemployment 
relief  pTojeotls.  The  purpose  of  this  petition 
is  to  prevent  a  sharp  rise  in  the  tax  rate  for 
the  current  year,  which  undoubtedly  would  oc- 
cur if  borrowings  for  welfare  and  relief 
were  abruptly  curtailed  or  terminated  in 
1937.  For  your  information,  a  copy  of  the 
b'il  accompanying  said  petition  is  herewith 
attached. 

Joint  Rule  7B  of  the  Joint  Rules  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  Legislature  "requires  that  a 
petition  for  legislation  to  authorize  a  city  to 
borrow  money  outside  of  the  debt  limit  shall 
be  approved  by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
of  said  city  before  it  may  be  considered  ■  by 
the  Legislature  during  which  such  petition  is 
filed.  In  order  to  expedite  legislative  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  I  respectfully  request 
that  your  Honorable  Body  pass  resolutions 
in  the  form  inclosed,  approving  the  enactment 
of  the  legislation  so  petitioned  for. 
Respectfully, 
John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Acting  Mayor. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby   approves    'the   enactment   of    legislation 


authorizing  the  borrowing  outside  of  the 
statutory  debt  limit  by  the  City  of  Boston  on 
account  of  public  "welfare,  soldiers'  benefits 
and  Federal  emergency  unemployment  relief 
projects. 
Referred   to   Executive   Committee. 


RELEASE    OF    RIGHTS    OF    ABUTTING 
OWNERS,  OOLWELL  AVENUE. 

The  following  was  received: 
City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  8,   1937. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  am  submitting  herewith  a 
latter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Worlcs 
relative  to  releasing  the  rights  of  abutting 
owners  given  to  ihe  city  in  connection  with 
the  right  to  lay  and  maintain  a  12-inch 
water  pipe  in  Colwell  avenue,  Brighton.  The 
letter  with  the  order  accompanying  it  is  self- 
explanatory,  and  it  appearing  that  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  is  not  adverse  to 
the  adoption  of  this  order  releasing  the  afore- 
said rights,  and  that  the  City  df  Boston  is 
in  no  way  adversely  affected,  I  recommend 
that  this  accompanying  order  be  adopted  by 
your   Honorable   Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.    Mansfield,   Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 

Public  Works  Department,  February  1,  1937. 
To   His    Honor  the    Mayor. 

On  July  9,  1926,  and  on  March  22,  1927, 
the  City  of  Boston  was  given  the  night  to 
lay  land  maintain  a  12^inoh  water  pipe  hi 
Colwell  avenue,  Brighton.  The  pipe  is  no 
longer  in  service  in  the  portion  of  Colwell 
avenue  lekitendiing  from  appiroxiimaltely  itihe 
center  line  of  Pbrtina  road  about  110  feet  in 
the  direction  of  Foster  street,  and  the  right 
to  lay  and  maintain  it  is  not  further  required 
by  the  city.  The  abutting  owners  wish  to 
'obtain  a  release  of  the  anights  given  to  the 
city  and,  'at  the  request  of  this  office,  the 
Corporation  Counsel  'has  prepared  the  at- 
tached order  for  presentation  to  the  City 
Council. 

Since  the  city  has  no  further  requirement 
for  the  right  to  lay  and  maintain  ithis  particu- 
lar piece  of  pipe  I  respectfully  recommend 
that  your  Honor  send  this  order  to  the  City 
Council. 

Yours  respectfully, 

E.  M.  Richardson, 
Conumissibner  of  Public  Works. 

Whereas,  By  two  instruments  in  writing, 
one  dated  July  9,  1926,  and  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Registry  of  Deeds  August  5,  1926,  Book 
4823,  page  63,  and  the  other  dated  March 
22,  1927,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Registry 
of  Deeds  April  15.  1927,  Book  4889,  page 
314,  the  City  of  Boston  was  granted  the  right 
to  lay  and  maintain  its  water  pipes  and  ap- 
purtenances in  Colwell  avenue,  so  called,  a 
private  way  in  that  part  of  Boston  called 
Brighton,  said  Colwell  avenue  being  shown 
on  a  plan  entitled  "Plan  of  Land  in  Brighton, 
dated  January  11,  1936,  made  by  A.  W.  Colman, 
surveyor,"  recorded  with  Suffolk  Registry  of 
Deeds,    Book   5598,    page   17  ;   and 

Whereas,  The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
has  advised  this  body  that  the  right  to  lay 
and  maintain  water  pipes  and  appurtenances 
in  the  portion  of  said  Colwell  avenue  herein- 
after described  is  no  longer  required  for  public 
purposes ;   now,    therefore,    it   is   hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  in  the  name  and 
behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  in  form 
satisfactory  to  the  Law  Department  of  said 
city,  in  consideration  of  ten  dollars  ($10)  to 
release  to  Paul  Livoli  and  those  claiming  by, 
through  or  under  him,  all  rights  which  the 
City  of  Boston  obtained  by  virtue  of  the  in- 
struments in  writing  hereinbefore  mentioned 
to  lay  and  maintain  water  pipes  and  ap- 
purtenances in  the  parcel  of  land  bounded 
and    described    as    follows,    to    wit:     Beginning 
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on  Col-well  avenue  13  feet  distant  southeasterly 
from  the  present  northwesterly  line  of  Portina 
road,  so  called,  and  extending  therefrom  north- 
westerly 110  feet,  said  premises  being  shown 
on  a  plan  in  the  office  of  the  Water  Division 
of  the  Public  Works  Department  entitled 
"Plan  of  Water  Pipe  Removed  in  Colwell 
Avenue,  Brighton,  Public  Works  Department, 
Water  Division,  December,  1936" ;  and  it  is 
hereby     further 

Ordered,  That  as  an  additional  considera- 
tion for  the  release  of  said  rights  that  the 
said  owners  of  the  above  described  premises 
execute  and  deliver  to  said  City  of  Boston  and 
its  assigns  a  release  of  said  city  in  form 
satisfactory  to  the  Law  Department,  from  any 
and  all  damages  caused  by  or  in  any  way 
growing  out  of  the  abandonment  of  110  feet 
of  -water  pipe  and  appurtenances  in  said  por- 
tion of  Colwell  avenue  and  from  any  and  all 
damages  caused  by  or  in  any  way  growing 
out  of  the  release  by  the  city  of  its  right 
to  lay  and  maintain  water  pipes  and  ap- 
purtenances  in   said  portion  of  Colwell  avenue. 

Referred   to    Committee  on    Public    Lands. 


TRAFFIC    LIGHTS,    ROXBURY. 
The    following    was    received : 
City   of    Boston , 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February   11.   1037. 
To    the    Oity    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  Traffic  Commissioner 
relative  to  your  order  of  February  1,  1937, 
concerning  the  installation  of  automatic  traffic 
signals  at  the  junction  of  Warren  and  St. 
James  streets  and  Warren  street  and  Walnut 
avenue    in    Roxbuiry. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

Oity   of    Boston. 
Traffic    Commission,    February    9,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 
Dear   Sir, — I   have   the   honor   to   acknowledge' 
receipt    of    Council    order    dated    February     1, 
1937,    which    reads    as    follows : 

"Ordered.  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  instruct  the  Traffic  Commissioner 
to  install  automatic  .traffic  signals  at  the 
junction  of  Warren  and  St.  James  streets  and 
Warren  street  and  Walnut  avenue  in  Roxbury." 
There  are  no  funds  available  at  present  for 
the  installation  of  automatic  traffic  signals  at 
these    locations. 

Respectfully   submitted, 
William   P.   Hickey,   Commissioner. 
Placed     on     file. 


APPROPRIATIONS    FOR    SEWERAGE 
WORKS. 

The    following    was    received: 
City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   February    12,    1937. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  aim  resubmitting  herewith  the 
appropriation  orders  for  sewerage  works  which 
your  Honoirable  Body  has  heretofore  rejected 
without  prejudice,  and  again  earnestly  urge 
their    passage    in    their    present   form. 

Under  the  provisions  of  section  2  of  the 
City  Charter  it  is  the  function  of  the  Mayor 
to  submit  from  time  to  time  to  the  City 
Council,  in  the  form  of  an  ordinance  or  loan 
order,  such  recommendations  as  he  may  deem 
to  be  for  the  welfare  of  the  oity.  In  the 
particular  matter  at  hand  it  is  my  opinion 
that  your  Honoraibe  Body  should  adopt  the 
orders  in  the  form  submitted.  While  it  is 
true  that  all  of  the  fundE  required  for  sewer- 
age works  may  be  included  in  the  budget  and 
be  paid  from  taxes,  it  seems  reasonable  and 
wise  to  borrow  part  of  that  money  since 
much  of  the  sewer  construction  is  to  benefit 
taxpayers  of  future  years.  1937  .taxpayers 
ought  not  Ito  be  called  upon  to  assume  the 
whole  burden. 


And  it  is  not  feasible,  nor  has  it  ever  been 
insisted  upon  in  the  past,  that  an  appropria- 
tion order  for  sewerage  works  should  be  divided 
or  segregated  so  as  to  limit  the  amounts  au- 
thorized for  specific  items  of  work.  In  the 
present  instance  it  is  impossible  to  determine 
accurately  in  advance  how  much  of  the  total 
proposed  appropriations  will  be  used  fox 
W.  P.  A.  purposes  and  how  much  for  other 
purposes.  At  the  moment,  the  best  that  can  be 
predicted  is  that  the  major  portion  of  the 
amount  which  it  is  recommended  be  appro- 
priated for  sewerage  works  will  be  used  in  con- 
nection with  W.  P.  A.  projects  already  in 
operation,  or  about  to  commence  if  funds  are 
made  readily  available.  For  these  reasons  I 
am  unwilling  to  assume  the  responsibility  of 
making  an  arbitrary  division  of  the  total  ap- 
propriation for  sewerage  Works. 

But  it  is  apparent  from  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  the  acceptance  of 
that  report  that  your  Honorable  Body  prefers 
to  aft  upon  loan  orders  divided  into  a  definite 
amount  for  W."P.  A.  projects  and  a  definite 
amount  for  other  sewer  works  and  therefore, 
I  assume,  would  be  willing  to  accept  the  re- 
sponsibility of  making  such  a  division.  May 
I  suggest,  then,  that  your  Honorable  Body 
draft  separate  loan  orders  for  the  amounts 
which  you  think  proper.  Section  2  of  the 
charter  provides  that  "the  City  Council  may 
originate  an  ordinance  or  loan  order  .  .  .  ." 
If  none  of  the  members  of  your  Honorable 
Body  are  interested  in  ascertaining  to  what 
contractors  future  sewer  work  will  be  let  and 
if  the  sole  objection  to  the  orders  which  I 
presented  is  that  they  were  not  divided,  then 
you  have  the  opportunity  here,  under  this 
provision  of  the  charter,  to  originate  your 
own  loan  orders  for  the  amounts  which  yoii 
think  proper.  If  your  Honorable  Body  adopts 
such  orders  and  they  are  submitted  to  me  I 
shall,  if  they  appear  reasonable,  approve  them 
wuth  the  distinct  understandSng  that  the 
responsibility  for  fixing  in  the  orders  arbitrary 
amounts  which  cannot  possibly  be  known  at 
the  present  time  rests  directly  upon  your 
Honorable   Body   and   not   upon    me. 

Under  the  provisions  of  section  7  of  chapter 
14  of  the  General  Laws,  however,  it  is  incum- 
bent upon  the  city,  before  authorizing  a  loan 
appropriation,  to  provide  from  taxes  ox  other 
available  sources  or  revenue  a  sum  equal  to 
ten  cents  on  each  $1,000  of  the  assessed  valu- 
ation of  the  city  for  the  preceding  year.  One 
of  the  orders  which  I  am  resubmitting,  that 
for  $162,026.50,  provides  for  the  appropriation 
w  thin  the  tax  levy  of  the  amount  required  to 
satisfy  the  foregoing  provision.  Since  this 
is  not  a  loan  order  only  one  reading  is  re- 
quired  for  its  passage. 

At  the  present  time  balances  in  the  sewer- 
age works  account  have  been  so  reduced  that, 
lacking  any  further  appropriation,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  terminate  abruptly  all  sewerage 
construction  work  within  two  weeks.  Such 
action  would  mean  the  laying  off  of  at  least 
125  employees  of  the  Sewer  Division,  and 
would  endanger  the  continued  employment 
of  approximately  1,900  men  on  existing 
W.  P.  A.  sewer  projects.  Furthermore,  the 
employment  of  about  1,850  additional  W.  P  A. 
workers  on  new  projects  which  are  ready  to 
lu>  undertaken  when  funds  are  available  would 
be   postponed    or    rendered    impossible. 

The  passage  of  the  order  appropriating  $162.- 
026.50  is  mandatory  before  any  loan  order  may 
be  authorized.  Since  adoption  of  this  order 
at  this  time  will  make  available  funds  which 
will  permit,  for  the  time  being,  opration  of 
W.  P.  A.  projects,  both  current  and  contem- 
plated, I  suggest  whatever  may  be  your  ulti- 
mate action  on  the  other  loan  order  as  sub- 
mitted that  you  approve  forthwith  this  order. 
and  thus  prevent  the  unnecessary  laying  off 
in  the  immediate  future  of  city  employees  and 
W.   P.   A.   workers. 

I  trust,  however,  you  will  give  prompt  con- 
sideration and  passage  to  both  of  the  orders 
submitted   herewith. 

Respectfully. 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 
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Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
section  one  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  of  ithe  Acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and 
thirty  and  section  five  of  chapter  two  hundred 
and  twenty-four  of  the  Acts  of  nineteen 
hundred  aind  thirty-six  the  sum  of  siix  hundred 
thousand  dollars  ($600,000)  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under 
the  din-action  of  Ithe  'Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  for  .the  construction  of  sewerage  works, 
and  that  the  Oity  Treasurer  may  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  upon  approval  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
section  five  of  chapter  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  of  the  Acts  of  .nineteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six  the  sum. -of  one  hundred  sixty-two 
thousand,  twenty-sdx  dollars  airid  fifty  cents 
($162,026.50)  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  for 
the  const/ruction  of  sewerage  works,  said 
amount  to  'be  raised  by  taxation  on  the  polls 
and  estates   in   the   Oity  of   Boston. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER^If  there  is  no 
objection,  the  matter  will  be  referred  to  the 
Executive    Committee. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  before  re- 
ferring the  order  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee may  I  say  that  there  is  no  question 
that  we  have  the  necessary  ability  to  send 
to  the  Mayor  necessary  loan  orders.  I  believe, 
however,  that  the  public  should  be  informed 
as  to  the  amount  of  money  the  Mayor  desires 
this  year  and  the  amount  he  has  expended 
in  the  last  two  years.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  Mayor  has  here  asked  the  City  Council 
to  give  him  $762,000  to  spend  as  he  pleases. 
We  have  no  objection  to  a  sewer  loan.  No- 
body can  ever  accuse  a  member  of  the  City 
Council  of  trying  to  disturb  a  single  employee. 
It  has  been  my  effort  since  I  have  been  a 
member  of  the  Council  to  put  men  at  work  and 
not  to  fire  them.  But  what  has  happened 
in  this  matter?  We  simply  asked  the  Mayor 
to  split  the  two  loan  orders,  so  that  the 
men  employed  under  W.  P.  A.  would  be 
continued  during  the  year,  and  that  money 
we  appropriated  for  W.  P.  A.  would  be  used 
for  that  purpose  and  not  for  any  pet  con- 
tracts. I  was  a  little  amazed  when  we  broke 
down  the  figures  of  last  year  to  find  that,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  we  were  howling  for 
men  to  go  to  work  last  year,  there  was  an 
actual  expenditure  of  but  $493,546.96,  al- 
though on  January  .1  of  last  year  there  was  a 
balance  of  $109,327.44.  Under  a  loan  author- 
ized March  12  of  last  year  we  gave  $500,000. 
there  was  transferred  from  snow  removal  to 
this  sewerage  works  account  $50,000  and 
$15,000,  and  there  was  transferred  from  repair 
of  bridges  $10,000,  making  $684,327.44,  and 
leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  $190,780.48, 
from  which  are  to  be  taken  encumbrances 
on  1936  contracts  of  $33,000  and  on  1936 
orders  of  $24,42.3.138,  which  shows  that 
$13i3,357.10  was  left  over  from  the  amount 
we  gave  to  the  Mayor  last  year  to  spend  in 
putting  men  at  work.  Just  add  that  $133,357,10 
to  this  $762,000,  and  you  have  the  answer.  In 
other  words,  in  the  final  year  of  his  administra- 
tion the  Mayor  wants  $900,000  to  upend  as 
he  pleases.  And  you  will  see  that  he  spent 
during  1936  on  ,1936  advertised  contracts, 
$75,9i38.58,  and  on  gift  orders  of  $1,000  or 
under,  which  simply  shows  an  intent  to  de- 
fraud the  intention  of  the  Oity  Charter, 
$164,559.86.  I  have  no  objection  to  that,  Mr. 
Chairman  and  gentlemen,  because  in  Boston 
we  have  had  a  number  of  contractors  who 
have  been  unable  for  years  to  earn  their 
livelihood,  and  they  are  taxpayers  of  Boston. 
But  we  find  that  out  of  the  $164,000  gift 
work  one  man  got  $106,000.  That  is  the 
reason  why  we  want  the  Mayor  of  Boston  to 
earmark  the  money,  and  if  he  does  not,  I 
as  one  member  of  the  Council  certainly  will 
not  assist  in  drawing  up  any  loan  orders, 
Mr.  Mayor,  because  that  is  your  duty  as  the 
chief  executive  of  the  city.  This  is  the  first 
time  in  my  experience  of  eleven  years  in  the 
Council    that    any     Mayor     has     sent     such     a 


weak  message  to  the  City  Council.  But  we 
can  use  our  prerogative  in  the  amendment  of 
these  orders,  and  I  ask  the  public  to  consider 
these  figures,  taken  from  the  auditor's  office 
last  year,  showing  an  expenditure  last  year 
of  $493,546.96,  witli  an  unexpended  balance 
of  $133,357.10,  while  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
says  "this  year  I  want  $900,000."  Well,  he 
is  not  going  to  get  it  if  my  vote  has  any- 
thing to  do  with  it,  Mr.  President.  So,  Mr. 
President,  instead  of  having  both  of  these 
orders  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee, 
I  would  move  that  the  order  for  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  $600,000  be  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee  and  that  for  the  $162,000  be  re- 
ferred  to   the   Executive   Committee. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  having  in 
mind  the  order  which  has  just  come  through 
from  the  Mayor  and  having  especially  in  mind 
the  statement  he  gave  to  the  newspapers  on 
Saturday  with  reference  to  my  vote  on  the 
loan  order  a  week  ago,  I  for  obvious  reasons 
desire  to  make  a  statement  at  this  time.  The 
present  Mayor  of  Boston  was  elected  as  the 
result  of  a  sales  talk  which  claimed  that  he 
possessed  the  administrative  experience  and 
ability  to  effect  certain  needed  improvements 
in  the  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  our  city. 
Subsequent  events  suggest  that  not  only  did 
he  lack  the  experience  and  ability  but  also 
the  intestinal  fortitude  even  to  attempt  to 
correct  the  evils  of  which  lie  complained.  Ad- 
vocating a  "pay-as-you-go"  policy,  he  properly 
deplored  Mayor  Curley's  borrowing  of  money 
to  pay  current  bills.  But  after  Mayor  Curley 
had  borrowed  $7,600,000  for  such  purposes  in 
1933,  the  present  Mayor,  for  current  expenses, 
borrowed  $3,8000,000  in  1934,  $10,000,000  in 
1935  and  $6,000,000  in  1936.  In  a  year  when 
the  tax  rate  was  $32.80  Mr.  Mansfield  stated 
that  his  election  would  mean  lower  taxes. 
Following  his  election,  he  established  the  tax 
rate  at  $37.10  in  1934  and  $37  dn  1935,  and 
$38  in  1936.  And  even  these  synthetic  tax 
rates  would  actually  have  been  more  nearly 
$39.50  $43  and  $42  except  for  a  continuation 
of  the  very  financial  policies  which  he  had 
so  severey  criticized  in  his  predecessor.  Al- 
though in  campaign  speeches  he  repeatedly 
insisted  that  65  per  cent  of  all  municipal  ex- 
penditures were  lost  in  waste,  graft  and  cor- 
ruption,— a  situation  Which  he  pledged  him- 
self to  correct, — since  election  he  not  only  has 
tailed  to  effect  any  substantial  decrease  in 
the  annual  budget,  but  has  even  denied  that 
he  made  the  above  statement.  Now  as  to 
this  most  recent  effusion  by  the  Mayor.  He 
quotes  me  as  stating  that  I  voted  against  the 
sewer  loan  because  I  am  against  a  policy  of 
paying  current  bills  out  of  loans  and  says  that 
I  am  mistaken  if  I  think  the  sewer  loan  is 
for  current  bills.  He  further  says  that  in  the 
past  I  have  not  opposed  such  loans  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  to  meet  current  ex- 
penses. Let  us  consider  the  past.  In  ,1934 
I  voted  to  reduce  to  $250,000  his  proposed 
million-dollar  sewer  loan  of  that  year.  In 
1935  I  voted  against  both  readings  of  his 
sewer  loan  of  that  year.  In  1936  after  mov- 
ing unsuccesfully  to  reduce  ithe  same  from 
$500,000  to  $250,000,  I  voted  against  his  sewer 
loan  of  that  year.  Let  us  continue  to  judge 
the  present  and  the  future  somewhat  by  the 
past.  Out  of  $684,000  made  available  last 
year  for  sewer  purposes,  less  than  $500,000 
was  actually  spent  before  ithe  close  of  1936,- — 
$493,546.96  to  be  exact.  Of  that  amount  less 
than  $100,000  was  awarded  under  advertised 
contracts.  Payments  just  "short  of  $165,000 
were  made  on  orders  without  advertising  for 
bids  and  mostly  on  a  split  contract  basis  in 
deliberate  evasion  of  the  charter  requirement 
for  advertisement  of  contract  proposals  in- 
volving $1,000  or  over.  But  most  especially 
$2I35,000  of  this  sewer  money  was  utilized  for 
regular  Sewer  Department  pay  rolls  during 
the  year,  including  over  two-thirds  of  the 
annual  salary  of  the  division  engineer.  If  that 
is  not  using  loan  order  money  for  current 
bills,  then  the  Mayor  is  nearer  right  than  is 
frequently  the  case.  Unlike  the  Mayor,  I  have 
never  yet  allowed  my  friends  to  make  me 
believe  I  am  always  right.  But  experience 
would    seem    to   suggest    that    blindly    following 
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the  Mayor's  judgment  on.  most  matters  of 
financial  policy  is  no  short  cut  to  wisdom. 
I  remember  voting  against  .the  Mayor's  orig- 
inal snow  removal  equipment  loan  order  for 
$800,000  early  in  1935.  The  defeat  of  that 
order  saved  the  taxpayers  at  least  $135,000 
when  the  Mayor  sent  it  back  to  the  Council 
for  $675,000.  And  I  voted  against  even  that 
figure,  being  one  of  those  who  still  believe 
that  the  entire  transaction  smelled  to  high 
heaven  and  that  the  acceptance  of  the  bids 
of  the  lowest  responsible  bidders  who  compiled 
with  the  specifications,  rather  than  a  hand- 
picked  list,  would  have  saved  well  over  $100,000 
additional.  I  opposed  the  Mayor's  sewer  loan 
order  for  $260,000  in  September,  1936,  alleged 
by  him  to  be  necessary  for  the  city's  share  of 
the  Old  Harbor  Village  project  and  for  which 
when  the  order  was  withdrawn  by  the  Mayor 
one  week  later,  we  learned  only  $52,000  was 
required.  For  the  reasons  given,  I  still  offer 
no  apologies  for  those  occasions  on  which  I 
have  ventured  to  question  the  Mayor's  judg- 
ment; and  I  still  believe  that  on  all  matters 
submitted  to  the  Council  for  approval  we  are 
entitled  to  all  available  facts,  especially  on 
matters  in  which  any  action  or  inaction  on 
the  part  of  the  Mayor  or  some  department 
head  has  provoked  critical  comment  by  the 
Boston     Finance    Commission. 

The  order  submitted  by  the  Mayor  ap- 
propriating $600,000  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  and  the  order  for  the 
appropriation  of  $162,026.50  was  referred  to 
the   Executive   Committee. 


STATEMENT   ON   SEWER   LOAN. 
The  following  was   received : 
City    of    Boston, 
Office   of    the   Mayor,    February    13,    1937. 

To  the   City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — His  Honor  the  Mayor  has 
directed  tme  to  send  to  your  Honorable  Body 
the   following   statement   from    him : 

"Councilor  Wilson  says  he  voted  against  the 
sewer  loan  because  he  is  opposed  to  paying 
current  bills  out  of  loains.  I,  too,  am  opposed 
to  paying  current  (bills  out  of  loains  if  it  can 
be  avoided.  But  he  is  mistaken  if  he  thinks 
that  tJhe  sewer  loam  was  for  current  bills. 
That  part  of  the  sewer  expense  which  is  to 
be  used  for  maintenance  of  old  sewers  is  al- 
ready included  in  the  budget  that  is  now  pend- 
ing before  the  City  Council  and  amounts  to 
$556,548.10.  The  $600,000  tihat  we  want  to 
raise  by  la  loan  is  not  for  current  expenses 
but  for  the  construction  of  new  sewers,  the 
usefulness  of  which  will  extend  for  a  period 
of  at  least  fifty  years,  and  as  it  is  obvious 
that  the  present  taxpayer  may  not  get  the 
benefit  of  (the  new  construction,  but  the  tax- 
payer in  the  future  -will  get  the  benefit,  that 
money  for  construction  ought  to  be  raised 
by  a  loan  so  that  the  future  citizens  will  have 
to  pay  for  part  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived. 
The  1937  taxpayers  should  not  be  compelled 
to  pay  for  improvements  that  are  going  to 
benefit   taxpayers  of  the  future. 

"Loans  of  this  character  have  been  presented 
to  the  City  Council  during  every  year  that 
Councilor  Wilson  has  been  a  member  and  he 
has  never  made  this  objection  before  and  never 
indicated  that  he  voted  against  the  loan  on 
the  ground  that   is   was  for   current  expense. 

"When  the  matter  was  before  the  Council 
of  February  8  Councilor  Wilson  voted  against 
the  order,  but  nowhere  is  it  recorded  that  he 
voted  against  it  because  it  was  a  current 
expense.  If  that  was  his  reason,  why  should 
he  have  voted  against  it  without  prejudice? 
'Without  prejudice'  means  that  he  was  will- 
ing to  consider  the  loan  order  again,  whereas 
if  he  was  against  it  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
for  borrowing  for  current  expense  he  should 
have  voted  against  it  absolutely  and  he  would 
not  have  voted  wihout  prejudice." 
Respectfully, 

Joseph   F.  Mellyn, 
Secretary  to  the  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees   named,    viz. : 

Claims. 

Jacob  Chausley,  for  refund  on  ash  removal 
tickets. 

W.  S.  Chung,  for  refund  on  ash  removal 
tickets. 

Mary  E.  Girrodr,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Harvard 
avenue. 

James  Hooley,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judgment 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
employee  of   Public   Works   Department. 

Isaiah  K.  Jackson,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  garbage  receptacle  walls  by  Sanitary 
Department. 

Michael  J.  O'Connor,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  49  Armandine  street, 
by    flooding    of    Roberts    Playground. 

Executive. 
Petition    of    Nora     E.     Condon,    to    be    paid 
annuity   on   account   of   death   of   her   husband, 
Dennis    M.    Condon,    late    member   of    Fire   De- 
partment. 


ABSENCE   OF  MAYOR. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  his 
absence  from  the  city  from  February  12  to 
February    16. 

Placed  on   file. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   ACTING    HEALTH 
COMMISSIONER. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  ap- 
pointment of  Dr.  John  W.  Lane,  Institutions 
Commissioner,  as  Acting  Health  Commissioner 
of    City   of    Boston. 

Placed  on   file. 


CONFIRMATION    OF    EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER  called  up,  under 
unfinished  business.  No.  2  on  the  calendar, 
viz. : 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by 
he  Mayor  February  8,  1937,  of  H.  W.  Jeff 
and  B.  F.  C.  Whitehouse,  to  be  Weighers  of 
Coal  ;  B.  F.  C.  Whitehouse,  to  be  a  Measurer 
of  Wood  and  Bark:  and  William  F.  Callahan, 
to  be  a  Weigher  of  Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Finley  and  Mellen.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  18,  yes  11,  no  7,  and  the 
appointments    were    confirmed. 


FINANCE  COMMISSION   REPORT  RE 

SEWERAGE   WORKS. 

The  following   was   received: 

Ciy  of   Boston, 

Finance   Commission,    February    15,    1937. 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  Finance  Commission  sub- 
mits the  attached  statistics  in  relation  to  the 
amount  of  funds  available  from  loan  accounts 
for  sewerage  works  in  Boston  fox  the  last 
seven  years  and  the  amount  spent  for  sewer- 
age works  in  that  period.  These  figures  are 
offered  at  the  present  time  without  further 
analysis  than  is  contained  in  the  comparison 
following.  To  a  certain  extent  and  in  certain 
particulars  the  figures  speak  for  themselves. 

This     comparison     is     offered     in     the     hope 
that   it    may   be  of   assistance   to    your   Honor- 
able Body   at  the   present  time  because  of   the 
differences  of  opinion  on  the  matter  expressed 
during  the  past  week  by  responsible  officials. 
Respectfully  submitted. 
The  Finance  Commission, 
by  Phild?  A.  Chapman, 

Acting   Chairman. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coum.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recommend- 
ing passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  City 
of   Boston  for   month   of  February. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order 
passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE    ON    PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public     Lands,    submitted    the    following : 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred February  8)  for  appropriation  of 
$25,000  'for  purchase  of  Fiske  Wharf — rec- 
ommending reference   to    Executive   Committee. 

Report   accepted ;   said   reference   ordered. 


OPPOSITION   TO   HOUSE   BILL  745. 

Coun.     DOWD     offered     (the     following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  go 
on  record  as  opposing  House  Bill  745,  which 
authorized  towns  and  cities  to  appropriate 
money  for  installation  of  devices  known  as 
parking    meters. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  at  the  present 
time  there  is  a  bill  before  the  Legislature, 
House  No.  745,  that  cities  and  towns  be  au- 
thorized to  appropriate  money  for  installation 
of  devices  known  as  parking  meters  and  to 
make  further  regulations  relative  to  parking 
of  vehicles  on  public  ways.  That  has  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Municipal  Fi- 
nance. While  I  don't  believe  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  is  behind  the  bill,  when  I  see  the  name 
of  the  representative  Who  introduced  it  and 
realize  in  looking  over  several  bills  dn  which 
the  Mayor  is  interested,  that  this  man  seems  to 
be  a  spokesman  of  the  Mayor  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  I  wonder  if  it  is  true  that 
the  Mayor,  in  the  wildest  dreams  of  his  im- 
agination, would  even  think  of  trying  to 
force  through  a  bill  of  this  sort,  when  we 
consider  the  taxation  to  which  the  citizens 
of  Boston  are  already  subjected.  Aren't  we 
iin  the  City  of  Boston  taxed  enough  ?  This 
proposed  parking  meter  business,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, is  nothing  but  a  racket.  In  one  city  of 
the  country  it  has  been  declared  illegal  and 
unconstitutional,  and  I  believe  din  another 
place  it  has  been  called  all  right.  But  say 
what  you  will  about  this  parking  device,  it  is 
absolutely  nothing  but  a  racket.  Thousands 
and  thousands  of  dollars  would  be  paid  by 
anybody  who  would  be  allowed  to  put  these 
parking  meters  into  the  streets  of  Boston.  I 
certainly  feel  that  the  members  of  the  City 
Council  will  record  themselves  most  emphatic- 
aEy   against   such   a    racket   as    this. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


CONDITIONS    AT    LONG     ISLAND 
HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  City 
Council  appoint  three  members  of  the  Council 
to  investigate  'conditions  at  the  Long  Island 
Hospital  and  to  ascertain  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  food  and  conditions  for  the  pa- 
tients  therein. 

Coun.  MoGRATH— Mr.  President,  certain 
conditions  existing  at  Long  Island  have  been 
called  to  my  attention  in  the  past  month. 
I  would  say,  first,  that  I  absolve  the  present 
Commissioner,  Doctor  Lane,  from  responsibility 
for  conditions  existing  down  there,  as  he  was 
appointed  recently.  I  think  also  it  is  well 
at  this  time  to  say  a  word  regarding  conditions 
existing  at  the  State  Hospital,  in  which  the 
Governor  of  ithe  Commonwealth  himself  took 
a  hand  to  have  conditions  remedied.  I  think 
a  lot  of  praise  should  go  to  the  Governor  of 
this   Commonwealth   and   to  Doctor   Norton    for 


investigating  those  conditions,  making  that 
State  Hospital  a  livable  place  for  its  un- 
fortunate inmates.  We  have  at  Long  Island 
a  doctor  who,  when  the  budget  came  in  here 
last  year,  said  that  he  is  now  a  resident  of 
Boston,  but  he  is  only  a  resident  of  Boston 
so  long  as  he  is  Superintendent  of  Long  Is- 
land. I  asked  him  what  the  conditions  were 
at  the  island,  regarding  food.  I  asked  him 
if  it  were  not  true  that  the  employees  signed 
a  petition  at  the  island  protesting  against  the 
food,  and  if  it  were  not  so,  that  they  waited 
on  him  one  evening  when  he  was  about  to 
sit  down  to  a  big  steak  dinner,  and  asked  him 
to  come  over  to  their  dining  hall,  where  they 
had  spaghetti  two  days  in  the  week,  macaroni 
three  times  a  week  and  fish  twice  a  week. 
And,  mind  you,  the  food  situation  down 
there  has  been  worse  during  the  last  year 
than  in  the  previous  administration,  when 
they  had  their  steak,  chops,  bacon  and 
eggs.  I  asked  him  what  the  salaries  of 
the  employees  were,  and  found  that  they  re- 
ceived $500,  $600  and  $700  a  year, 
except  the  pets,  who  receive  a  great 
deal  more  in  salaries  than  those  who  do  the 
work  alt  that  institution.  So  I  ask  you,  Mr. 
President,  to  appoint  a  committee  to  investi- 
gate  conditions   down    there. 

The  order   was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Hospitals. 


RELIEF   HOSPITAL   STATION,  WARD   lo. 

Coun.    MoGRATH   offered    the   following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
request  ?d  u>  petition  for  P.  W.  A.  funds,  or 
otherwise  obtain  funds,  for  the  erection  of 
a  Relief  Hospital  Station  in  the  Ward  16 
section   of   Dorchester. 

Coun.  McGRATH^Mr.  President,  I  have 
offered  this  order  asking  that  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  petition,  through  P.  W.  A.  funds 
or  otherwise,  for  the  erection  of  a  relief 
hospital  station  in  the  Ward  16  section  of 
Dorchester.  We  have  seen  in  the  Boston  Pust 
the  slatemtmt  with  regard  to  calls  made  from 
ddfferenlt  parts  of  the  city  to  the  City  Hospital 
for  ambulance  service.  It  is  quite  a  ride 
from  the  City  Hospital  out  to  Dorchester,  and 
I  notice,  according  to  the  list,  that  Dorchester 
had  1.413  trips  last  year.  I  thiimk  it  is  only 
fair  that  a  section  representing  about  one 
third  of  the  City  of  Boston  should  have  a 
relief  station,  if  possible  through  P.  W.  A. 
funds. 

The  artier  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule. 


EXORBITANT     CONSTABLES'    FEES. 

Ooun.    MoGRATH   offered  the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  City 
Council  appoint  a  committee  of  the  Council 
to  wait  on  City  Collector  John  F.  Doherty 
with  the  view  of  having  discontinued  the 
present  method  of  constables  of  the  City  of 
Boston  who  are  collecting  exorbitant '  fees  on 
delinquent  excise  taxes. 

Coun.  McGRATH-^Mr.  President,  this  con- 
- 1  a  I  vie  colledbion  of  delinquent  excise  taxes  is 
getting  to  be  quite  a  racket,  as  Councilor 
Dowd  has  said  threatens  to  be  the  case  in 
another  matter.  It  was  called  to  my  attention 
last  week  that  where  an  excise  tax  bill  on 
automobile  for  1933  was  $2.13.  the  total 
charges  were  $6.S3  or  $8.83.  the  difference  be- 
tween the  $2.13  and  the  amount  collected 
going  to  the  consitable.  I  think  it  ds  about 
time  that  this  racket  was  stopped — $6  and 
some  odd  cen'ts  for  writing  a  letter !  I  think 
we  should  wait  on  the  collector,  that  we  should 
refer  this  to  the  Committee  on  Constables 
and  see  if  some  agreement  cannot  be  arrived 
at  with  the  collector.  I  think  a  dollar  would 
be  m  ample  charge,  and  perhaps  a  two  or  tnree 
cent  stamp   would  accomplish  the  same  result. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  the  only  thing 
that  troubles  me  on  the  matter  is  this,  that 
investigation  shows  that  these  things  are 
not  turned  over  to  city  constables,  because 
they  are  so  subject  to  the  power  of  the 
City    Council,    but    to    state    constables.     Now, 
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we  do  not  have  power  over  state  constables.  I 
agree  with  the  councilor  that  this  whole  thing 
is  unjust.  A  man  in  1933  or  1934  might  have 
been  prosperous,  owning  an  automobile,  but 
things  have  changed  within  a  few  years  and 
he  now  finds  himself  not  only  out  of  work 
but  in  some  cases  on  welfare.  The  constables 
who  make  these  collections,  however,  are  not 
city  appointed  constables,  because  they  would 
be  subject  to  confirmation  at  the  hands  of 
this  body  on  April  1.  It  is  the  state  constables 
to  whom  OVLr.  Dober'ty  turns  this  work  over  be- 
cause he  believes  they  are  hard-boiled  and 
are  not  amenable  to  this  Council.  I  agree 
with  the  councilor  that  the  thing  is  an  out- 
rage. I  assume  that  the  collector  is  only 
acting  upon  orders  from  higher  up — "Get 
the  money,  no  matter  how  you  get  it." — I 
say  that  it  is  unfair,  abominable,  that  it  is 
an  outrage  on  the  people  of  Boston  who,  if 
they   had   the   money,    would   pay   it. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Constables. 


UNCOLLECTED  RACE  TRACK  WINNINGS. 

Ooum.   MdGRATH  offered  the   foEowiing  : 

Orderd,  That  the  authorities  of  the  Suffolk 
Downs  race  track  be  immediately  directed  to 
turn  over  all  uncollected  winnings  of  the  pre- 
vious year  to  the  Public  Welfare  or  Old  Age 
Assistance  Departments  df  the  City  of   Boston. 

Coun.  MoGRATH — Mr.  President,  this  is  a 
very  important  order.  I  don't  know  what  our 
jurisdiction  in  the  matter  will  be  or  is, 
but  there  must  be  a  great  deal  of  money 
over  there,  judging  from  the  figures  of  •  an 
adjoining  state.  I  think  this  money  can 
well  be  used  for  public  welfare"  or  old  age  as- 
sistance in  the  City  of  Boston.  I  believe 
it  will  probably  run  into  $100,000  or  more, 
and  that  it  would  be  of  great  use  in  those 
lines. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — The  Chair  will 
rule  the  order  out  of  order,  as  something  over 
which   we  have  no   control. 

Coum.  MoGRATH— JThen,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
would  amend  tih'e  order  by  suggesting  that  we 
seind  a  communication  'to  the  Govenntar  to  that 
effect. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— That  will  require 
a  mew  order. 


TRAFFIC    LIGHTS,    ORESCENT    AND 
DORCHESTER    AVENUES. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayoir  request 
the  Traffic  Ooimm'iss'ioner  to  install  traffic 
lights  or  suitable  wanning  signs  at  the  junc- 
tion of  Crescent  avenue  and  Dorchester  avenue 
in  the  Dorchester  district. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD— 'Mr.  Presi- 
dent, two  deaths  have  occurred  at  this  par- 
ticular spot  in  the  last  two  months,  whicli 
would  probably  have  been  prevented  if  (there 
had  been  traffic  lights  there.  Several  months 
ago  I  introduced  into  the  Council  an  order 
suggesting  the  advisability  of  removing  cer- 
tain traffic  lights  in  Boston  proper  and  placing 
them  out  in  sections  like  that.  I  had  in  mind, 
for  instance,  lights  at  Summer  street,  junc- 
tion of  Hawley  and  junction  of  Arch,  but 
I  have  heard  nothing  from  that  order.  The 
amount  allowed  the  Traffic  Department  is 
$174,216,  and  it  does  seem  as  though  some 
of  that  amount  might  be  spent  for  traffic 
signals  at  such  needed  spots  as  I  have  in- 
dicated. That  is  particularly  so  when  we 
see  amounts  from  half  a  million  up  suggested 
for  all  sorts  of  things  that  in  many  respects 
are  not  as  important  as  this.  For  example, 
according  to  the  papers,  we  have  Isidore  Fox 
of  the  Law  Department  appealing  to  the  state 
for  an  appropriation  so  that  there  may  be 
a  subway  run  ifrom  Boylston  street,  at  Arling- 
ton, to  a  point  in  front  of  Mechanics  Build- 
ing, at  a  cost  of  two  and  a  half  millions, 
the  idea  being  to  speed  up  traffic  between 
those  points  to  what  I  feel  would  be  an  in- 
appreciable   amount.     Just    compare    the    cost 


of  that  with  the  cost  of  putting  in  traffic 
lights,  which  would  be  such  an  important 
means  of  protecting  our  citizens  on  the  high- 
ways. I  understand  that  traffic  lights  cost 
about  $2,800,  and  as  against  that  you  have 
this  proposition  to  have  a  subway  over  this 
short  distance  that  will  cost  two  and  a  half 
millions.  The  only  alibi  they  present,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Fox,  is  that  it  will  save 
fifteen  minutes  in  running  time  from  Copley 
square  to  Mechanics  Building.  I  don't  know 
of  any  more  ridiculous  statement  that  could 
be  made.  All  of  us  know  that  it  would  not 
take  more  than  three  or  four  minutes  to  run 
from  Copley  square  to  Mechanics  Building. 
When  we  have  introduced  these  orders  from 
time  to  time,  we  have  been  told  that  nothing 
has  been  done  because  they  had  no  funds.  I 
think  it  is  time  to  get  down  to  practical 
matters  and  to  install  lights  that  will  mean 
the  saving  of  human  life.  Anybody  familiar 
with  the  district  for  some  distance  from 
St.  Margaret's  Church  on  Dorchester  avenue 
knows  that  there  are  no  traffic  lights  until 
you  reach  Fields  Corner  and  Dorchester  ave- 
nue, perhaps  a  mile  and  a  half.  Now,  there 
are  plaices  where  people  would  like  to  have 
traffic  lights  removed.  At  Hamilton  street 
and  Bowdoin  there  are  people  who  would 
like  to  remove  the  lights,  including,  I  under- 
stand, the  present  treasurer  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  who  conducts  a  drug  store  at  the 
corner  of  Hamilton  and  Bowdoin  streets. 
Perhaps  lights  could  be  removed  from  places 
where  they  are  not  wanted  and  put  where 
they  are  really  needed  and  desired.  I  cer- 
tainly trust  that  the  Mayor  will  (take  cognizance 
of  this  demand  and  request  the  Traffic  Com- 
missioner to  take  constrictive  action  on  such 
important  matters  as  these  traffic  lights.  Let 
us  forget  subways  that  we  do  not  need. 
Passed   under  suspension   of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC    SIGNALS,    WARD    14. 

Coun.    ROSENBERG    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  automatic  traffic  signals  at  the  follow- 
ing   intersections    in    Ward    14 : 

Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Woodrow  avenue ; 
Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Callender  street ;  Blue 
Hill    avenue   and   Stratton    street. 

Passed    under   suspension    of    the    rule. 


TAX     ABATEMENTS    IN     1936. 

Coun.  AGNEW  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  furnish  to  the 
City  Council  a  complete  statement  of  all 
tax  abatements  of  $10,000  or  over  granted 
during    1936. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


RECESS. 

By  direction  of  the  Chairman,  the  Council 
took  an  executive  recess  at  3  p.  m.  The 
members  reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber 
and  were  called  to  order  by  Chairman  GAL- 
LAGHER   at    3.18     p.    m. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee,   submitted    the    following: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that 
Council   go   on   record    as   opposing    House    Bill 

1  745,  authorizing  cities  and  towns  to  ap- 
propriate money  for  installation  of  devices 
known  as  parking  meters — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report   accepted  :   isaid   order    passed. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Acting  Mayor  and 
order  (referred  today)  approving  enactment 
of-  legislation  authorizing  borrowing  outside 
of   statutory    debt   limit   by   city   on   account  of 
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public  'welfare,  soldiers'  benefits  and  Federal 
emergency  unemployment  relief  projects — that 
same  ought  to   pass. 

Report   accepted ;    said    order    passed. 

3.  Report,  oin  message  of  Mayor  amd  order 
(referred  today)    appriopriatilnig  $162,026.50   for 

sewerage  works — recommending  that  said  order 
ought    to    pass. 

Report  accepted  ;  said  order  passed,  yeas  17, 
nays    0. 

4.  Report  on  'Message  of  Mayor  and  order 
( referrled  today  from  Comimittee  oin  Public 
Lands)  for  appropriation  of  $25,000  for  pur- 
chase of  Fiske  Wharf — ifchalt  same  ought  ntot 
to    pass. 

Report   accepted ;    order    declared    rejected. 

Ooum.  FINLEY  doubted  the  vote  amd  asked 
for  the  yeas  atnd  mays. 

The  order  was  rejected  the  vote  on  its 
passage  being,  yeas  5,  .nays   11: 

Yeas — Coun.  Rrackmam,  Finley,  Peter  J. 
Fitzgerald,   Peter  A.  Murray,  Selvitella — 5. 

Nays — Cbum.  Agmew,  Doherty,  Dowd,  Kerri- 
gan, Kilroy,  McGrath,  Mellen,  George  A. 
Murray,  Shattuck,  Toibim,  Wilson — 11. 


RESOLUTION    ON    DEATH    OF    PATRICK 
T.  CAMPBELL. 

Coum.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  mot  "only 
as  a  member  of  the  Boston  City  Council,  but 
as  one  who  will  always  treasure  warm  personal 
memories  of  the  late  Patrick  T.  Campbell  as 
teacher,  advisor  aind  valued  friend,  I  desire 
to  offer  a  resolution.  No  citizen  of  Boston 
flailed  to  admire  the  quiet  reserve  of  Superin- 
tendent Campbell  not  so  long  ago,  bearing  him- 
self wi.h  dignity  amd  credit  amidst  scandalous 
disclosures  and  enlarges  of  attempted  political 
interference,  intrigue  and  job-selling  in  the 
School  Department.  But  unfortunately  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  splendid 
man's  life  of  .service  was  undeniably  shortened 
by  the  unpleasant  and  disillusioning  experiences 
of  a  political  atmosphere  with  which  an  un- 
seilfism  educator  amd  executive  of  his  outstand- 
ing imtegrity  could  bave  little  sympathy  and 
from  which  umpleasant  influences  his  inde- 
pendent and  honest  spirit  instinctively  re- 
coiled.    I  offer  this  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  in  Superintendent  of  Schools 
Patrick  T.  Campbell  the  Ci'ty  of  Boston  has 
lost  am  outstanding  citizen.  Not  just  a  man 
to  be  called  good  or  able  or  unerringly  right, 
but  an  inspiring  and  devoted  personality, 
forever  imteirtiwimed  and  interwoven  in  the 
character  molding  and  lives  of  a  numberless 
legion  of  'Boston  schoolboys,  both  past  and 
pres'ent.  Sorely  distressed  amd  disturbed  at, 
and  zealously  protesting  against,  but  never  a 
part  of  political  influences  and  corrupt  ex- 
ploitation involving  the  Boston  school  system, 
his  name  was  unsullied  and  he  leaves  a  proud 
record  of  fidelity  to  duty  and  umimpeached 
imtegrity.  Determined  and  vigorous,  yet  kindly 
and  sincere ;  learned  and  yet  loveably  human  : 
inspiring    teacher,     outstanding    educator     and 


able  executive,  Patrick  T.  Campbell's  service 
and  his  memory  are  now  indelibly  a  part  of 
the  history  mot  only  of  the  Boston  school 
system,  but  especially  the  history  of  the  oldest 
public  school  in  America  of  which  he  himself 
was  so  proud  and  to  which  he  has  been  such 
a  credit. 

In  connection  with  the  resolution  the  follow- 
ing wras  received  from  Acting  Mayor  and  Presi- 
dent John   I.   Fitzgerald  : 

Fellow  members  of  the  Council,  it  is  fitting 
and  proper  that  this  body  should  take  official 
nj.ice  of  the  city's  loss  in  the  death  of  our 
late  and  beloved  Superintendent  of  Schools — 
the  lamented  Patrick  T.  Campbell.  He  de- 
voted h's  life  to  the  education  of  our  children 
and  under  his  leadership,  as  superintendent  of 
Boston's  pubic  schools,  our  School  Department 
became  one  of  the  greatest,  if  not  the  greatest 
school  departments  of  the  entire  world.  He  was 
loved  by  all — school  children,  parents,  teachers 
and  the  citizenry  of  our  great  city.  The  satisfac- 
tion he  received  from  his  years  of  faithful  and 
laborious  work  was  to  see  his  former  pupiLs 
attain  outstanding  success  in  life.  Leading 
doctors,  outstanding  attorneys,  kings  of  busi- 
ness and  industry,  eminent  statesmen,  prom- 
inent clergymen — yes,  leaders  in  all  walks  of 
life — have  been  students  of  this  great  man 
in  days  gone  by.  Boston  has  lost  a  great 
citizen.  The  school  teachers  have  lost  an 
understanding  superintendent,  and  the  school 
children  of  today  and  tomorrow  have  lost  a 
friend  and  wise  counselor,  in  wbose  custody 
the  parents  could  well  place  their  children 
with   every   confidence. 

Let  his  record  of  service  be  Boston's  in- 
spiration and  let  us  carry  on  as  he  would 
have  us  carry  on.  Patrick  T.  OamrpfoeH  may 
be  gone  to  his  reward,  but  he  will  not  be 
forgotten  by  the  City  of  Boston  amd  its 
grateful    citizenry. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  unanimously, 
by   a    rising   vote. 


RESOLUTION  ON  DEATH  OF  HEALTH 
COMMISSIONER    KEELER. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved.  That  the  Boston  CHy  Counc.l 
deeply  regret  the  death  of  our  late  Health 
Commissioner,  Dr.  William  Keeler.  who  in  the 
short  time  that  he  served  the  City  of  Boston 
as  its  chief  health  officer  proved  himself  a 
most   humane  and   progressive  administrator. 

The   resolution   was  adopted  by  a   unanimous 
rising    vote. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  AGNEW  it  was  voted 
thai  when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet 
mi    Monday,    March    1,    1937,   at    2   p.    m. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  DOWD,  at 
3.27  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  March  1,  1937, 
at    2    p.   m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  March  1,  1937. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council    Chamber,     City    HaD,     at    2    p.    im., 
President  FITZGERALD  in  the  chair.     Absent, 
Coun.  Dowd,  Gallagher  and  Norton. 


JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  under  the  law,  Coun. 
ROBERTIS  presiding  at  the  box  in  the  absence 
of  the  Mayor,  as  follows : 

Seventy-nine  traverse  jurors,  Superior 
Criminal  Court,    to   appear   April   5,    1937 : 

George  W.  Buchanan,  Ward  1 ;  Walter  J. 
Hankard,  Ward  1 ;  John  Little,  Ward  1 ;  James 
W.  McGuire,  Ward  1 ;  William  T.  O'Connell, 
Ward  1 ;  William  J.  Carley,  Ward  2 ;  James 
R.  Fidler.  Jr.,  Ward  2 ;  John  McLaughlin. 
Ward  2 ;  George  E.  Baker,  Ward  3 ;  William 
H.  Colburn,  Ward  3  ;  Abram  Friedman,  Ward 
3 ;  Newton  G.  Pendleton,  Ward  3 ;  Rollin  W. 
Smith,  Ward  4 ;  Samuel  A.  Block,  Ward  5 ; 
Dennis  F.  O'Connell,  Ward  5;  John  C.  Thur- 
ber,  Ward  5 ;  John  A.  Roche,  Ward  7 ;  James 
H.  Wolf,  Ward  7;  Herbert  F.  Curran,  Ward 
8 ;  Patrick  Bowen,  Ward  9 ;  James  Condon, 
Ward  9  ;  Samuel  H.  Hastings,  Ward  9  ;  Thomas 
J.  Murtagh,  Ward  9 ;  Charles  J.  Stickney, 
Ward  9 ;  Bernard  D.  Brawley,  Ward  10 ; 
George  B.  Goslin,  Ward  10 ;  Daniel  McPhee, 
Ward  10 ;  Morgan  Sheehy,  Ward  10 ;  Martin 
J.  Barrett,  Ward  11 ;  Joseph  P.  Becker,  Ward 
11 ;  Charles  H.  Foster,  Ward  l'l ;  Wesley  C. 
Lamprey,  Ward  11 ;  John  T.  Manning,  Ward 
11 ;  John  D.  Fournier,  Ward  12  ;  Jerome  Mc- 
Guigan,  Ward  12 ;  Harold  H.  Sweeney,  Ward 
12 ;  Joseph  M.  Halloran,  Ward  13 ;  Thomas 
J.  Kelley,  Ward  13;  John  J.  McDermott,  Ward 
13  ;  John  J.  McDonough,  Ward  13  ;  Joseph  B. 
Tondorf,  Ward  13  ;  Oscar  A.  Cohen,  Ward  14  ; 
Martin  J.  Coyne,  Ward  14  ;  Harry  D.  Holyoke, 
Ward  14 ;  Hyman  Nollman,  Ward  14 ;  Frank 
Peterson,  Ward  14 ;  Hyman  Rossman,  Ward 
14 ;  Alfred  M.  Parrott,  Ward  15 ;  William 
Hanlon,  Ward  16  ;  Thomas  J.  McGowan,  Ward 
16 ;  William  Milne,  Ward  16 ;  James  T. 
O'Brien,  Ward  16;  Walter  N.  Rutherford, 
Ward  16;  James  A.  Sullivan,  Ward  16;  Wal- 
ter B.  Curran,  Ward  17;  David  Scott,  Ward 
17 ;  John  Oscar  Swanson,  Ward  17 ;  Frank 
W.  Baldwin,  Ward  18  ;  Robert  B.  Muir,  Ward 
18 ;  Leslie  W.  Pickering,  Ward  18 ;  Harry  E. 
Anderson,  Ward  19 ;  Patrick  J.  Brannelly, 
Ward  19 ;  Stephen  M.  Duncan,  Ward  19 ; 
Robert  Keddie,  Ward  19 ;  William  P.  Kelley, 
Ward  19 ;  Bernard  Kennedy,  Ward  19 ;  James 
A.  Sousa,  Ward  19;  Roy  O.  Wellman,  Ward 
19 ;  John  H.  Anderson,  Ward  20 ;  George  H. 
Buxton,  Ward  20;  Charles  H.  Haskell,  Ward 
20 ;  John  E.  Fanning,  Ward  21 ;  Edwin  G. 
Perkins,  Ward  21 ;  John  E.  Stokes,  Ward 
21 ;  James  M.  Davis,  Ward  22 ;  Thomas  J. 
GiUen,  Jr.,  Ward  22;  John  F.  Kelley,  Ward 
22 ;  Charles  L.  McKenney,  Ward  22 ;  John 
E.    Purcell,    Ward    22. 

Eighty-three  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  to  appear  April  5,   1937 : 

Martin  Banks,  Ward  1 ;  Frank  DeAngelis, 
Ward  1 :  David  J.  Donahue,  Ward  1 ;  James 
Selvitella,  Ward  1 ;  Wilmer  E.  Brandon,  Ward 
2  ;  John  J.  Butler,  Ward  2  ;  Arthur  B.  Dono- 
van, Ward  2  ;  David  J.  McGah,  Ward  2  ;  Wil- 
liam T.  O'Brien,  Ward  2;  Robert  P.  Bellows, 
Ward  3 ;  Samuel  Cutler,  Ward  3 ;  Gaetano 
DelPrete,  Ward  3;  Patrick  A.  Sabbia,  Ward 
3 ;  William  H.  Syran,  Ward  4 ;  Walter  B. 
Clifford,  Ward  5;  Carl  P.  Dennett,  Ward  5; 
Herbert  S.  Harris,  Ward  5 ;  Leonard  W. 
Johnson,  Ward  5 ;  Robert  L.  Murphy,  Ward 
5;    Earl    F.    Newland,    Ward    S;    Michael    E. 


Buccigross,  Ward  6 ;  Michael  J.  Gillan,  Ward 
6 ;  Joseph  A.  McDonough,  Ward  6 ;  Earl 
Phinney,  Ward  6  ;  William  H.  Gallagher,  Ward 
7  ;  Thomas  J.  Kane,  Ward  7 ;  John  W.  Kear- 
ney, Ward  7 ;  Frederick  E.  Miller,  Ward  7 ; 
Joseph  P.  Hayden,  Ward  8 ;  Joseph  Mc- 
Laughlin, Ward  8;  Fred  G.  Morrill,  Ward  8; 
Edward  Lyons,  Ward  3 ;  John  W.  Ritchie, 
Ward  8;  Charles  A.  Foshey,  Ward  9;  Fred- 
erick J.  Hutchins,  Ward  9  ;  William  E.  Moran, 
Ward  9;  Charles  E.  Sullivan,  Ward  9;  Leo 
P.  D'Arcy,  Ward  10  ;  Thomas  J.  Horan,  Ward 
10;  Thomas  H.  Morgan,  Ward  10;  Thomas  G. 
Ryan,  Ward  10 ;  Frank  J.  Gormley,  Ward  11 ; 
David  Hill.  Ward  11 ;  Cedric  L.  Gillespie, 
Ward  12;  Clifford  D.  Guilford,  Ward  12; 
Ralph  Halliburton,  Ward  12 ;  Leon  Sherter, 
Ward  12 ;  Balcolm  S.  Taylor,  Ward  12 ;  Pat- 
rick O'Sullivan,  Ward  13 ;  James  W.  Young, 
Ward  13;  Charles  Slater,  Ward  14;  Carl  J. 
Stueber,  Ward  14 ;  Thomas  Chestnut,  Ward 
15 ;  Daniel  H.  Feeney,  Ward  15 ;  James 
Vaughan,  Ward  15  ;  Albert  A.  Silva,  Ward  16  ; 
Abraham  L.  Buzzell,  Ward  17;  Fred  S.  Hobbs, 
Ward  17 ;  Joseph  E.  Murphy,  Ward  17 ; 
Arthur  E.  Parrow,  Ward  17  ;  Charles  A.  Rom- 
key,  Ward  17 ;  Ernest  J.  Ohannell,  Ward 
18 ;  Michael  Hayes,  Ward  18 ;  Charles  Law- 
son,  Jr.,  Ward  18 ;  George  A.  Liddell,  Ward 
18 ;  Francis  J.  McDermott,  Ward  18 ;  James 
F.  McNerney,  Ward  18 ;  Clarence  O.  Porter, 
Ward  18 ;  James  J.  Crehan,  Ward  19 ;  Vivian 
V.  Doyle,  Ward  19 ;  J.  Kenneth  McEachern, 
Ward  19;  Francis  P.  McGinty,  Ward  19; 
Daniel  P.  Patterson,  Ward  19 ;  Robert  E. 
Somes,  Ward  19 ;  Everett  A.  Nichols,  Ward 
20;  Frank  H.  Cooley,  Ward  21;  John  J. 
Elbery,  Jr.,  Ward  21 ;  Henry  W.  Inman,  Ward 
21 ;  Howard  T.  White,  Ward  21 ;  Chester  A. 
Wilson,  Ward  21 ;  Andrew  Gibson,  Ward  22 ; 
Wallace  F.  Lowell,  Ward  22;  Robert  J.  Rich- 
ardson,   Ward   22. 


VETO,   HANCOCK  STREET   BABY   CLINIC. 

The  following  was  reecived : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   February  17,   1937. 
To  the   Oity   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved 
and  without  my  signature  the  order  adopted 
by  your  Honorable  Body  on  February  1,  1937, 
authorizing  the  transfer  of  the  new  build- 
ing in  the  Hancock  Street  Yard  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  to  the  Health  Department 
to  be  used  as  a  balby  clinic. 

According  to  a  report  of  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner  the  building  is  wholly  unsuitable 
for  use  as  a  baby  clinic,  and  I  am  informed 
by  the  Acting  Health  Commissioner  that  the 
Wilding  is  not  needed  for  that  purpose.  There 
are  clinics  now  at  Codman  Square  Library 
Building  (two  each  weelc) ,  at  the  Columbia 
Road  Municipal  Building,  and  at  No.  1 
Arcadia  street.  Thus  it  appears  that  there 
aire  four  baby  clinics  im  Dorchester,  and  that 
the  needs  of  the  district  are  amply  cared  for 
■in    these   clinics. 

Under  these  conditions  I  am  constrained  to 
veto  the  order. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


FIRE  MENACE,  GLOVER  CORNER 
SECTION. 
The  following  was  received : 

Gity  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   February  23,    1937. 
To  the  Gity   Council. 

i  Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communi- 
cations from  the  Health  and  Fire  Departments 
relative  to  your  order  of  February  1,  1937, 
concerning  the  taking  of  immediate  steps  to 
prevent  the  dumping  of  inflammable  and 
dangerous  rubbish  in  the  rear  of  the  factories 
of  the  Glover  Corner  section  of  Dorchester. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 
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OITY    COUNCIL. 


Oity  of  Boston, 
Health  Department,  February  15,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — -The  Acting  Health  Commissioner 
acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  communica- 
tion from  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  dated  Febru- 
ary 8,  1937,  and  reading  as  follows :  "City 
Council  order,  February  1,  1937:  'To  take 
immediate  steps  to  prevent  the  dumping  of 
inflammable  and  dangerous  rubbish  in  the 
rear  of  the  factories  of  the  Glover  Corner 
section  of  Dorchester,'  for  consideration  and 
report." 

As  the  Council  order  which  was  found  to 
have  been  initiated  Iby  Councilor  Tobin  could 
not  be  reconciled  with  any  known  conditions 
in  the  Tegion  described  in  the  Council  order, 
it  ■was  arranged  to  have  Mr.  Tobin  make  a 
personal  inspection  of  this  general  territory 
with  inspectors  Joseph  T.  Ryan  and  John  C. 
Olougherty  of  the  Housing  and  Sanitation 
Division. 

As    a    Testilt    of    this    inspection,    it    would 
appear  from  the  report  of  the  inspector,  Joseph 
T.    Ryan,    that   the    Health    Commissioner    has 
issued    no    permit    for    a    "dump"    on    any    of 
the    land    in    the    territory    which    Mr.    Tobin 
had   in    mind   and    that,   although    the   appear- 
ance of  some  land   in  this  territory  might   not 
be  all   to   Ibe  desired,    nothing   was    found   any- 
where   inconsistent    with    the    entirely    lawful 
use  of  property  by  the  property  owner. 
Respectfully, 
John  W.  Lane,  M.  D., 
Acting    Health    Commissioner. 


Oity  of  Boston, 
Fire   Department,   February   15,    1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — 1   return   herewith   to  your   Honor 
a  copy  of  the  following  order  which  was  passed 
by  the  City  Council  on  February  1,  1937  : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Health  Department  and 
the  Fire  Commissioner,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  take  immediate  steps  to  prevent 
the  dumping  of  inflammable  and  dangerous 
rubbish  in  the  rear  of  the  factories  of  the 
Glover   Corner  section   of  Dorchester. 

In   Oity  Council  February  1,   1937.     Passed. 
Attest  * 

W.  J.  Doylb,  City  Clerk." 

An  inspection  was  made  of  this  location  by 
Chief  of  Department  Samuel  J.  Pope  on 
February  13,   1937,  and  he  reported  as  follows : 

"The  particular  location  complained  of  is 
not  used  by  the  Coleman  Company  for  a 
dump.  The  Knox  &  Morse  Company,  dealers 
in  varnish  and  wax,  70-80  Freeport  street,  do 
dump  old  cans  and  drums  in  rear  of  their 
premises  temporarily  until  such  time  as  they 
have  a  sufficient  quantity  to  make  a  load, 
when  same  are  removed  to  a  different  loca- 
tion. However,  anything  that  is  inflammable 
is  burnt  by  them  every  evening,  having  a 
permit  for   burning. 

"They  have  agreed  to  erect  a  high  fence 
to  inclose  that  portion  of  the  premises  where 
inflammable  material  is  placed ;  it  being  im- 
practicable to  fence  the  entire  area  which  is 
very  extensive.  This  action,  I  believe,  will 
prevent  any  further  danger  which  has  been 
due  to  children  having  access  to  same." 
Yours  very  truly, 

Edward  F.  McLaughlin, 
Fire  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


LEASE  OF  CANAL  STREET  PROPERTY. 
The  following  was  received : 
City   of    Boston, 
Office   of    the  Mayor,    February    8,    1937. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  submit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion received  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  relative  to  the  proposed 
lease  of  certiain  property  numbered  53  to 
85  Canal  street,  Boston,  and  the  building 
thereon. 


I  also  submit  herewith  an  order  authorizing 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  in  the  name  and 
behalf  of  the  city  and  in  a  form  approved 
by  the  Law  Department,  to  execute  and  de- 
liver a  lease  of  said  premises,  for  a  term 
beginning  with  the  date  of  termination  of 
the  present  lease  on  such  premises  and  end- 
ing on  August  5,  1955,  at  a  rental  of  $6,000 
per  annum,  plus  an  amount  equal  to  all 
taxes,  assessments  and  water  bills  assessed, 
levied  or  charged  upon  or  to  said  premises 
during    said    term. 

I    respectfully    recommend    the    adoption    of 
this    order    by    your    Honorable    Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City   of    Boston, 
Public   Buildings   Department. 

February    6,    1937. 
Hon.   Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor   of    Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — Pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  City 
Council  passed  on  July  12,  1915,  and  approved 
by  the  Mayor  on  August  5,  1915,  the  city, 
as  lessor,  leased  to  Isaac  Freedman  and  An- 
drew A.  Badaracco,  as  lessees,  the  premises 
numbered  53-85  Canal  street,  Boston  (as  shown 
on  a  plan  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Street 
Laying-Out  Department,  dated  May  14,  1915, 
and  signed  by  E.  C.  Whitney  and  as  more 
fully  described  in  lease) ,  for  a  term  of  forty 
years,  beginning  with  said  August  5,  1915, 
at  a  rental  of  $5,000  per  annum,  plus  all 
taxes,  assessments  and  betterments  on  said 
premises. 

On  September  28,  1915,  the  lessees'  interest 
in  said  lease  was  assigned,  with  the  assent 
of  the  Mayor,  to  said  Freedman  and  Badaracco, 
as  trustees  of  the  Canal  Street  Trust.  On 
September  9,  1925,  the  trustees  of  said  trust, 
with  the  assent  of  the  Mayor,  mortgaged  their 
leasehold  interest  in  said  premises  to  Katie 
DiPietro  who,  on  the  same  day,  with  the 
assent  of  the  Mayor,  assigned  said  mortgage 
to  the  First  National  Bank  of  Boston.  On 
January  26,  1936.  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Boston  assigned  said  mortgage  to  the 
Micawber  Company,  and  on  February  18,  1936, 
the  Macawber  Company,  assignee  of  the  mort- 
gage on  said  premises,  foreclosed  its  mortgage. 

Payments  under  the  lease  are  in  default, 
and  the  Law  Department  and  I  have  been 
taking  steps  towards  enforcing  the  claims  of 
the    city    thereunder. 

Meanwhile,  I  have  been  attempting  to  ob- 
tain a  prospective  lessee  for  the  premises, 
and  during  the  past  week  I  have  received  an 
offer  from  Andrew  DiPietro,  who  recently 
became  lessee  of  adjoining  property  belonging 
to  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
and  who  should  thereby  be  in  an  advantageous 
position  to  manage  the  property.  Mr.  Di 
Pietro  offers  to  become  lessee  of  the  premises 
numbered  53-85  Canal  street,  above  described, 
and  the  building  thereon,  beginning  with  the 
date  of  termination  of  the  present  lease  and 
ending  on  August  4,  1955,  at  an  annual  rental 
of  $6,000.  plus  all  taxes,  assessments  and 
water  bills  upon  said  premises.  Mr.  Di 
Pietro  proposes  also  to  make  certain  necessary 
repairs   upon    said    premises. 

In  my  opinion,  such  a  lease  is  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  city,  and  I,  therefore,  rec- 
ommend that  I  be  given  authority  to  enter 
into  such  a  lease  with  Andrew  DiPietro,  as 
lessee. 

I    am    submitting   a   form   of   order   prepared 
by   the  Law   Department,   giving  me  such  au- 
thority,   subject   to   your   approval. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell    G.    Hall, 
Superintendent    of    Public    Buildings. 

Ordered,  That,  upon  the  termination  of  the 
lease  (authorized  by  order  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  July  12,  1915,  and  approved  by  the 
Mayor  on  August  5,  1915)  between  the  city, 
as  lessor,  and  Isaac  Freedman  and  Andrew 
A.  Badaracco,  as  lessees,  of  the  premises  num- 
bered 53  to  S5  Canal  street,  Boston  (as  shown 
on  a  plan  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Street 
Laying-Out   Department,    dated   May    14,    1915, 
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and  signed  by  E.  C.  Whitney  and  as  more 
fully  described  in  said  lease),  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Buildings,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor,  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized,  in 
the  name  and  behalf  of  the  city  and  in  a 
form  approved  by  the  Law  Department,  to 
execute  and  deliver  a  lease  of  said  premises 
and  the  building  thereon  for  a  term  beginning 
with  the  date  of  such  termination  and  ending 
on  August  '5,  1955,  at  a  rental  of  $6,000  per 
annum,  plus  an  amount  equal  to  all  taxes, 
assessments  and  water  bills  assessed,  levied  or 
charged  upon  or  to  said  premises  during  said 
term. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


BAST  BOSTON  POSTAL  STATION. 

The  following  was  received  : 

Gity  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March   1,   1937. 
To  the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I>n  further  reference  'to  the 
matter  of  the  establishment  of  the  East  Boston 
postal  station,  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of 
a  telegram  which  I  have  just  received  from 
H.  E.  ColMins,  Acting  Director  of  Procure- 
ment, Treasury  Department,  Washington. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

[Copy  of  a  telegram  received  by  Mayor  F. 
W.  Mansfield  from  H.  E.  Collins,  Director  of 
Procurement,  Treasury  Department,  Wash- 
ington.] 

February  27,   1937.  - 
Hon.   Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of   Boston. 

Reference  acquisition  site  East  Boston  postal 
station.  One  oaf)  elites  under  .eonsideraMilon 
situated  intersection  Meridian  and  Paris  streets, 
seventy-eight  point  five  feet  Paris,  forty^nine 
feet  Meridian,  one  hundred  fifteen  point  five 
Havre  by  maximum  depth  of  one  hundred 
sixty  feet.  Above  tract  includes  city-owned 
property  referred  to  as  old  East  Boston  police 
station.  Imperative  that  joint  Treasury  Post 
Office  Committee  dispose  of  this  case  alt  earliest 
possible  date  and  it  would  be  appreciated  if 
you  'would  advise  on  or  before  March  third  if 
city  will  submit  formal  proposal  offering 
property  for  sale  to  the  Government. 
H.  E.  Collins, 
Acting  Director  of  Procurement, 
Treasury  Department,   Washington. 

Placed  on  file. 


CODIFICATION    OF    STATUTES. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March   1,    1937. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Corporation  Counsel  relative  to 
your  order  of  February  8,  1937,  concerning 
the  codification  of  statutes  relating  to  the  City 
of    Boston. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.   Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law   Department,    March   1,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear   Mr.   Mayor, — I   have   received   a  memo- 
randum  from   your    office,   dated   February    11, 
1937,    with    which    was    submitted    a    copy    of  ' 
the  following  order  of   the  Gity   Council : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  at 
once  furnish  to  the  Oity  Council  a  copy  of 
the  codification  of  statutes  relating  to  the 
City  of  Boston,  'which  codification  was  au- 
thorized as  Jong  ago  as  June,  1926,  at  a  cost 
not  to  exceed  $20,000  ;   and  further 

"Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  how  many  employees 
of   the    Law    Department    have   been    assigned 


to  such  work  under  the  present  Mayor,  to- 
gether with  the  number  of  hours,  if  any,  spent 
by  the  Law  Department  on  same." 

You  have  asked  me  to  report  to  you  with 
reference  to  the  matters  set  forth  in  said  order. 

In  a  letter  addressed  to  you,  under  date 
of  September  21,  1936,  I  stated  that  an  order 
was  passed  by  the  City  Council  in  June  of 
1926  authorizing  the  expenditure  by  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Mayor,  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  $20,000  for 
the  purpose  of  preparing  a  codification  or 
revision  of  all  special  acts  relating  to  the 
City  of  Boston.  This  order  of  June,  1926,  is 
apparently  that  referred  to  in  the  recent  order 
above   quoted. 

I  further  pointed  out  that,  shortly  after 
the  passage  of  said  order,  three  individuals 
■were  appointed,  as  special  counsel,  for  the 
purpose  of  preparing  such  a  codification  or 
revision  as  was  referred  to  in  said  order  ;  that 
no  final  report  was  submitted  by  said  counsel 
until  May  of  1930;  that  of  the  $20,000  ap- 
propriated in  1926  all  but  $30.08  was  expended 
before  I  took  office ;  that  said  sum  of  $30.08 
still  remains  unexpended ;  and  that  of  the 
sum  expended  $19,886.67  represents  amounts 
paid  to  said  special  counsel. 

It  appears  that  when  the  report  of  counsel 
was  submitted,  Mr.  Silverman,  then  Corpora- 
tion Counsel,  was  dissatisfied  with  the  results 
accomplished  and  assigned  an  assistant  then 
in  this  department  to  revise  the  work.  A  codi- 
fication of  statutes  relating  to  oity  departments 
was  finally  prepared,  Which  apparently  repre- 
sents the  efforts  of  said  special  counsel  and 
said  assistant. 

I  have  Ibeen  unable  to  find  the  report  origi- 
nally submitted  by  special  counsel  in  1930.  It 
is  quite  possible  that  due  to  revisions  in  the 
work  contained  therein  said  report  is  no  longer 
In  existence. 

If,  therefore,  by,  the  first  paragraph  of  the 
above-quoted  order,  the  Gity  'Council  requests 
to  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  such  report  or 
of  'the  work  done  by  special  counsel,  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  comply  'with  this  request. 
Should  the  City  Council,  however,  wish  to  be 
furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  codification  in 
the  form  prepared  at  Mr.  Silverman's  request 
by  said  assistant  then  in  this  office,  I  should 
be  pleased  to  comply  with  this  request. 
I  believe  that  none  of  the  money  appropriated 
in  1926  was  expended  in  the  work  done  by 
this    assistant. 

After  my  appointment  as  Corporation 
Counsel,  I  examined  the  codification  of  statutes 
prepared  by  said  assistant  and  concluded  that, 
while  said  codification  was  of  value,  it  was 
not  sufficiently  complete  to  justify  publication 
or  to  be  entirely  reliable,  implying  no  criti- 
cism, however,  of  the  assistant  'who  did  the 
work.  Moreover,  I  considered  that  the  scope 
of  the  'work  should  be  enlarged  and  the  form 
changed.  Thereafter  I  caused  to  be  examined 
and  compiled  all  special  statutes  relating  to 
the  City  of  Boston,  classified  according  to 
each  department  and  also  chronologically. 

In  view  of  the  large  number  of  special 
statutes  relating  to  this  city,  the  task  of  ac- 
curate and  comprehensive  compilation  and 
classification  has  been  a  tremendous  one,  but 
the  compilation  is  now  n  earing  completion 
and  will  be  available  for  publication  within 
a  short  time. 

This  work  has  been  supervised  by  an  as- 
sistant in  this  department  since  it  was  started 
and  has  been  indirectly  supervised  by  me. 
Exclusive  of  such  supervision,  all  of  the  work 
involved  in  this  new  codification  has  been 
performed  by  individuals  made  available  to  us 
originally  by  the  Federal  Emergency  Relief 
Administration  and  more  recently  by  the  Works 
Progress  Administration.  These  individuals 
consist  of  one  lawyer  who  has  been  engaged 
in  the  work  from  May,  1934,  to  the  present 
time  and  an  average  of  two  typists  during 
said  period  of  time.  These  persons  have  been 
employed  on  an  average  of  from  twenty-tour 
to  twenty-eight  hours  per  week. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Henry  E.  Foley, 
Corporation   Counsel, 

Placed  on   file. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


GRANT    FOR    POLICE    COMMUNICATIONS 
SYSTEM. 

The    following    was    received : 
City  of  Boston, 
Office   of    the    Mayor,    March    1,    1937. 
To    the    Honorable    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — On  May  7,  1934,  your  Honor- 
able Body  approved  a  grant  agreement  be- 
tween the  City  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  relating  to  the  public  works  project 
of  a  police  communications  system,  and  au- 
thorized me  to  execute  and  deliver  three 
counterparts  of  said  agreement.  I  have  re- 
ceived forms  of  amendatory  agreement,  amend- 
ing said  grant  agreement  and  providing  for 
an  increase  in  the  scope  of  the  work  of  said 
project.  This  increase  in  the  scope  of  the 
work  was  approved  by  your  Honorable  Body 
when  it  gave  its  second  and  final  reading  to 
a  loan  order  in  the  additional  sum  of  $85,000 
on  August  17,  1936,  and  has  also  been  ap- 
proved by  the  Emergency  Finance  Board  of 
the  Commonwealth  and  the  proper  P.  W.  A. 
authorities. 

I  recommend  prompt  consideration  and 
passage  by  your  Honorable  Body  of  the  ac- 
companying order  approving  said  amendatory 
agreement  and  authorizing  me  to  execute  and 
deliver  to  the  United  States  of  America,  for 
and  in  behalf  of  the  City,  three  counterparts 
of    the    same. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver  to  the 
United  States  of  America  for  and  in  behalf 
of  the  City  of  Boston  three  counterparts  of 
the  amendatory  grant  agreement,  amending 
the  grant  agreement  dated  as  of  May  21,  1934, 
between  the  City  of  Boston  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  relating  to  the  public 
works  project  of  a  police  communications 
system,  P.  W.  A.  Docket  No.  8200,  and  pro- 
viding for  certain  modifications  in  the  scope 
and  cost  of  the  project  set  forth  in  the 
original  application,  one  copy  of  which  amenda- 
tory grant  agreement  has  been  submitted  to 
this  meeting  and  is  made  a  part  of  the 
minutes  hereof  and  that  said  agreement  be, 
and    the    same    hereby    is,    approved. 

Referred    to    Executive    Committee." 


APPROPRIATION     FOR     MOSQUITO     CON- 
TROL   WORK. 

The    following    was    received : 
City  of  Boston, 
Office    of    the    Mayor,    March    1,    1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  received  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  State  Reclamation  Board  notice 
that  under  the  provisions  of  section  4  of 
chapter  112  of  the  Acts  of  1931  the  Board  has 
fixed  the  amount  of  money  to  be  raised  and 
appropriated  by  Boston  for  the  maintenance 
of  mosquito  control  works  during  1937  at 
$300. 

To  meet  this  certification  I  submit  herewith 
an  order  providing  for  the  appropriation  of 
the  required  amount  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
and  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of 
this  order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

Commonwealth     of     Massachusetts, 
State  Reclamation   Board. 

Boston,     December     14,     1936. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 
Dear      Mayor, — Under      the      provisions      of 
chapter    112    of   the   Acts   of    1931,    an   act   rel- 
ative  to    carrying   out   mosquito   control    meas- 
ures,  the  State  Reclamation    Board   is   required 
by_  section    4    to    certify    the    amounts    to    be 
raised     and     appropriated     by     each     city     and 
town    for    the    maintenance    of    the    mosquito 
control     works     constructed     in     each     city     or 
town.     This   section   is  as  follows : 


"On  or  before  December  fifteenth  in  each 
year,  the  sums  of  money  necessary  to  properly 
maintain  during  the  ensuing  year  the  mos- 
quito control  works  originally  constructed  in 
any  city  or  town  hereunder  shall  be  estimated 
by  said  board  and  certified  by  it  to  such 
city  or  town.  The  amounts  so  certified  shall 
be  raised  and  appropriated  by  such  city  or 
town  during  said  ensuing  year  and  shall  be 
paid  into  the  state  treasury  and  disbursed 
therefrom  on   warrants   drawn   by   said  board." 

As  directed  by  section  4  of  chapter  112 
of  the  Acts  of  1931.  the  State  Reclamation 
Board  has  made  estimates  of  the  necessary 
maintenance,  and  hereby  certifies  that  $300 
is  the  sum  of  money  necessary  to  properly 
maintain  during  the  ensuing  year  the  mos- 
quito control  works  constructed  in  the  City 
of    Boston    under    the    said    act. 

The   Board   calls   attention   to   the  provisions 
in    the   latter    part    of    said    section    4    relative 
to    paying     the     said     amount     into     the    state 
treasury  and  urges   that  this  be  done  as  soon 
as   possible   after   your    appropriation    is    made. 
Very  truly  yours. 
State  Reclamation  Board, 
George  R.  Stratton,  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $300  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  during  the  current  year  the 
mosquito  control  works  as  estimated  and 
certified  to  by  the  State  Reclamation  Board, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter 
112  of  the  Acts  of  1931,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund,   when   made. 

Referred    to    Executive    Committee. 


TAX  TITLE  PROPERTY  RENTALS. 
The   following    was    received : 
City  of  Boston. 
Office   of   the    Mayor,    March    1,    1937. 
To   the    City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  Corporation  Counsel 
relative  to  your  order  of  February  S,  1937. 
concerning  the  prevention  of  the  collection  of 
rentals  by  former  owners  of  tax  title  property. 
Respectfully. 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston. 
Law  Department,  February  23,  1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  received  a  memo- 
randum from  your  office  dated  February  11. 
1937,  with  which  was  submitted  a  copy  of 
the    following    order   of    the   City    Council: 

"'Ordered.  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  instruct  the  Corporation  Counsel, 
directly  Land  Court  proceedings  are  com- 
menced relating  to  any  piece  of  tax  title  prop- 
erty, to  at  once  notify  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  in  order  that  immediate  steps 
may  be  taken  by  the  city  to  prevent  un- 
authorized collection  of  rentals  by  former 
owners." 

Section  7  of  chapter  25  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1925,  as  amended  by  chapter 
3  of  Ordinances  of  1935,  provides  as  fol- 
lows : 

"The  Superintendent  (of  Public  Buildings) 
shall  have  possession  and  management  of  all 
real  estate  sold  to  or  taken  by  the  city  for  non- 
payment of  taxes  or  assessments,  the  right 
to   redeem    which    has   been   foreclosed     .     .     ." 

Since  the  passage  of  said  amendment  in 
1935,  this  department  has  notified  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings  of  all  decrees 
of  foreclosure  entered  by  the  Land  Court 
promptly  upon  receipt  from  the  Land 
Court  of  notice  of  such  entry.  We  do 
not  advise  the  superintendent  of  the  com- 
mencement of  proceedings  to  foreclose  because 
under  the  provisions  of  the  ordinances  above 
referred  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  has  no  jurisdiction  over  the  property 
until  the  entry  of  a  foreclosure  decree.  In 
a  large  percentage  of  cases  where  proceedings 
are  commenced  payment  of  taxes  avoids  fore- 
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closure  and  I  see  no  reason  for  believing  that 
information  as  to  the  commencement  of  the 
proceedings  as  distinguished  from  ther  termi- 
nation would  be  of  help  to  the  superintendent. 
Of  course,  if  the  superintendent  should  desire 
such  information  we  would  be  only  too  happy 
to  furnish  him  with  the  same. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Henry  E.  Foley, 
Corporation   Counsel. 
Placed  on  file. 


WHITE   FUEL   CORPORATION    LICENSES. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of1  the  Mayor,  'March   1,   1937. 
To  the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  Corporation  Counsel  rela- 
tive to  your  order  of  November  23,  1936,  con- 
cerning the  possibility  of  the  City  of  Boston's 
now  taking  any  action  to  nullify  the  license 
of  or  prevent  the  establishing  of  an  oil  field 
on  the  site  owned  by  the  White  Fuel  Corpora- 
tion at  First  street,  South  Boston. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  February  25,  1937. 
Hon.   Frederick  W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  received  a  memo- 
randum from  your  office  with  which  was  sub- 
matted  a  copy  of  the  following  order  of  the 
City    Council : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
inform  the  City  Council  whether "  or  not  there 
is  any  action  which  can  now  be  taken  by  the 
City  of  Boston  to  nullify  the  license  of,  or 
prevent  the  establishing  of  an  oil  field  on 
the  site  owned  by  the  White  Fuel  Corpora- 
tion at  First  street,  South   Boston." 

In  March  of  1933  the  Street  Commissioners 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  under  authority  of 
section  13  of  chapter  148  of  the  General  Laws, 
granted  to  White  Fuel  Corporation  a  license 
for  the  "keeping,  storage  and  sale  of  range 
and  fuel  oils,  80,000  barrels  additional  in 
tanks  in  the  building  or  structure  at  888  East 
First   street,    South    Boston     .     .     ." 

This,  I  understand,  is  the  license  referred 
to  in  said  order.  In  City  of  Boston  v.  White 
Fuel  Corporation,  1936  (Mass.)  Advance  Sheets 
961,  the  Supreme  Judicial  'Court  held  that 
said  license  expired,  by  virtue  of  the  provi- 
sions of  said  section  13,  on  April  30,  1933, 
and  that,  as  there  had  been  no  use  and  oc- 
cupancy of  any  new  structure  on  the  premises 
(other  than  a  new  one  thousand  gallon  tank) 
referred  to  in  said  license  subsequent  to  said 
date  of  expiration,  no  new  structure  could 
properly   be   used   by  reason   of   said   license. 

Thereafter,  the  Legislature  amended  the 
provisions  of  said  section  13  by  the  enactment 
of  chapter  394  of  the  Acts  of  1936.  This 
enactment  by  its  terms  was  made  effective 
July  1,  1936. 

Said  section  13,  as  so  amended,  provides  in 
part  as  follows : 

"No  building  or  Other  structure  shall,  except 
as  provided  in  section  fourteen,  be  used  for 
the  keeping,  storage,  manufacture  or  sale  of 
any  of  the  articles  named  in  section  nine 
except  fireworks,  firecrackers  and  torpedoes, 
unless  the  local  licensing  authority  (in  Bos- 
ton, the  Street  Commissioners)  shall  have 
granted  a  license  to  use  the  land  on  which 
such  building  or  other  structure,  is  or  is  to. 
be  situated  for  the  aforementioned  uses,  after 
a  public  hearing,  notice  of  the  time  and  place 
of  which  hearing  shall  have  been  given  .  . 
and  any  license  granted  hereunder,  or  any 
license  for  the  keeping,  storage,  manufacture 
or  sale  of  any  of  the  articles  named  in  section 
nine,  except  fireworks,  firecrackers  and  tor- 
pedoes, granted  prior  to  July  first,  nineteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  including  any  license 
reinstated  and  continued  by  the  marshal  as 
herein  provided,  shall  remain  in  force  unless 
and  until  revoked  as  hereinafter  provided  .  .  . 


The  marshal  may,  upon  application  and  after 
a  public  hearing,  reinstate  and  continue  in 
force  and  effect  any  license  granted  prior  to 
July  first,  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
for  the  keeping,  storage,  manufacture  or  sale 
of  any  of  the  articles  named  in  said  section 
nine,  except  fireworks,  firecrackers  and  torpe- 
does, irrespective  of  the  extent  of  the  use  and 
occupancy  of  buildings  or  other  structures 
■made  or  had  under  said  license  prior  to  the 
date  of  sitcli  reinstatement  and  continuance, 
anything  in  the  provisions  of  this  chapter 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  unless  prior 
to  such  reinstatement  and  continuance  said 
license  has  been  revoked  for  cause  or  the 
marshal  shall  have  determined  that  a  fire  or 
explosion  hazard  would  result  from  the  ex- 
ercise of  such  license. 

Any  license  granted  hereunder  or  any  license 
for  the  keeping,  storage,  manufacture  or  sale 
of  any  of  the  articles  named  in  section  nine, 
except  fireworks,  firecrackers  and  torpedoes, 
granted  prior  to  July  first,  nineteen  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  including  any  license  reinstated 
and  continued  by  the  marshal  as  herein  pro- 
vided, may  be  revoked  for  cause,  after  notice 
and  a  hearing  given  to  such  owner  or  occupant, 
marshal     .     .     ." 

Subsequent  to  July  1,  1936,  the  marshal, 
acting  in  conformity  with  and  under  authority 
of  said  section  18  as  so  amended,  reinstated 
and  continued  in  force  and  effect  said  license 
granted  to  White  Fuel  Corporation  in  March 
of  1933. 

As  said  license  was,  in  my  opinion,  validly 
reinstated,  it  remains  and  ■will  continue  to  re- 
main in  force,  by  virtue  of  the  amended 
provisions  of  said  section  13,  unless  and  until 
revoked  by  the  Street  Commissioners  or  by 
the  marshal,  for  cause,  after  notice  and  a 
hearing  given  to  the  owner  or  occupant  of 
the   premises   licensed. 

Very  truly  yours, ' 

Henry  E.  Foley, 
Corporation  Counsel. 

Conn.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— -Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  introduced  an  order  relative  to  this 
matter  some  time  ago,  back  in  December  of 
last  year,  I  think,  calling  upon  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  to  find  out  whether  or  not  the 
vote  of  the  Street  Commissioners  in  1933,  un- 
der authority  granted  by  the  Fire  Marshal, 
constituted  a  license.  It  was  decided  by  the 
court  earlier  that  the  license  originally  granted 
had  expired,  but  later,  by  enactment  of  the 
Legislature  in  1936,  the  Fire  Marshal  was 
allowed,  upon  application  and  public  hear- 
ing, to  reinstate  and  continue  in  force  the 
previous  license,  and  did  so.  I  think  every- 
body in  public  life  in  South  Boston  has  a 
strong  feeling  that  this  is  a  matter  that 
deeply  concerns  and  affects  the  health  and 
safety  of  our  people.  The  people  affected  by 
this  went  before  the  Fire  Marshal.  There 
was  much  agitation.  I  believe  everybody  in 
South  Boston  is  against  it.  They  felt  very 
strongly  that  the  city  had  no  right  to  grant 
a  license  to  a  corporation  of  this  sort  against 
their  wishes,  particularly  in  a  matter  that 
directly  concerned  their  safety  and  health. 
The  agitation  was  so  strong  that  then  Mayor 
Curley  revoked  the  license*  The  matter  was 
then  agitated  in  the  courts  for  years  and 
finally  this  new  law  that  I  have  referred  to, 
and  that  is  referred  to  in  the  Mayor's  mess- 
age, was  passed  last  year,  and  the  people  of 
South  Boston  were  out  of  luck,  so  to  speak. 
We  now  get  a  ruling  from  the  Corporation 
Counsel  stating  that,  under  his  construction  of 
the  law,  the  Street  Commissioners  still  have 
the  right  to  revoke  this  license,  notwithstand- 
ing the  action  of  the  Fire  Marshal,  and  I 
have  accordingly  arranged  to  draft  an  order 
which  I  will  introduce  presently  in  regard  to 
the  matter.  I  feel  that  the  Mayor  should  be 
apprized  of  the  strenuous  objection  that  the 
people  of  South  Boston  have.  If  it  becomes 
necessary,  they  will  rise  in  arms  to  oppose  any 
such  so-called  oil  field.  I  wish  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  go  on  record  as  favoring  the  revocation 
of   this    permit. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


Coun.  KERRIGAN— Mr.  President,  in  this 
matter  I  feel  as  my  colleague  does.  I  feel 
that  the  iresponsibility  now  lies  with  the  Mayor. 
His  Corporation  Counsel  has  advised  him  that 
it  is  up  to  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 
He  is  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  he  knows  that 
Father  Waters  has  done  everything  he  can 
to  prevent  this  permit  from  going  into  effect. 
He  knows  the  practically  unanimous  opposition 
to  this  thing  on  the  part  of  the  people  of 
South  Boston.  Therefore,  I  call  upon  him,  if 
he  intends  to  be  fair  to  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton, especially  those  in  our  district,  to  wipe 
out  this  monstrosity  which  is  threatening  us 
and  to  keep  health  conditions  over  there  as 
clean  as  they  have  existed  for  years.  We  have 
a  strandway  there  second  to  none  in  any  city 
in  this  country,  and  certainly  nothing  like 
this  should  be  allowed  to  destroy  the  ad- 
vantages that  we  possess.  Therefore,  I  call 
upon  the  Mayor  to  throw  this  out  and  to 
stand  by  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  our  dis- 
trict. 

The  message   was   placed   on   file. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  GEORGE  A. 
MURRAY  and  KERRIGAN  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  instructed,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  revoke  the  permit  now  held  by 
the  White  Fuel  Corporation  for  the  storage 
Of  fuel  oil  and  gasoline  at  East  First  street, 
South    Boston. 

Passed    under   suspension    of   the   rule. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council  the 
Mayor   submitted   the   following   appointments : 

Weighers  of  Coal:  Arthur  O.  Young,  Jr., 
Adams  street,  Framingham,  Mass.  ;  Francis 
Zebal,    145    Walworth    street,    Roslindale,    Mass. 

Weighers  of  Goods :  Frank  Curley,  64 
Green  street,  Maiden,  Mass. ;  Sydney  Erickson, 
864  Cummins  Highway,  Mattapan,  Mass. ; 
Thomas  Sheehan,  2549  Centre  street,  West 
Roxbury,   Mass. 

Weigher  of  Beef :  Stanley  A.  Richards, 
188    BelMngham    avenue,    Beachmont,    Mass. 

Constables,  for  term  ending  April  30,  1937, 
authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing 
bond:  Edward  J.  Mulligan,  Jr.,  4  Harrison 
park,  Ward  16;  Andrew  L.  Wessling,  11 
Larkhill  road.  West  Roxbury ;  Warren  F. 
Horan,     10     Woodville     park,     Roxbury. 

Severally   laid  over   a   week   under   the  law. 


TRAFFIC    LIGHTS,    WARD   4. 

The    following    was    received : 
City   of    Boston, 
Office    of    the    Mayor,    March    1,    1937. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  Traffic  Commissioner 
relative  to  your  order  of  February  S,  con- 
cerning the  installation  of  a  suitable  traffic 
stop  light  at  the  intersection  of  Parker  and 
Ruggles   streets,   Ward    4. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,   February  23,   1937. 
Hon.     Frederick    W.     Mansfield, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 
Dear   Sir, — I   have  the  honor   to  acknowledge 
receipt    of    Council    order    dated    February    8, 
1937,    which    reads    as    follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  a  suitable  traffic  stop  light  at 
the  intersection  of  Parker  and  Ruggles  streets. 
Ward   4." 

There  are  no  funds  available  at  present  for 
the  installation  of  an  automatic  traffic  signal 
at   this   location. 

Respectfully    yours, 
William    P.    Hickey,    Commissioner. 
Placed    on    file. 


TRAFFIC    LIGHTS,    WARD    6. 
The    following    was    received : 
City   of   Boston, 
Office    of    the    Mayor,    March    1,    1937. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  Traffic  Commissioner 
relative  to  your  order  of  February  8,  con- 
cerning the  installation  of  traffic  signal  lights 
at  A  street  and  Broadway  in  Ward  6. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,   February  23,   1937. 
Hon.     Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor   of    Boston. 
Dear    Mr.    Mayor, — I    have   the   honor    to   ac- 
knowledge    receipt     of     Council     order     dated 
February    8,    1937,    which    reads    as    follows : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  traffic  signal  lights  at  A  street  and 
Broadway,     Ward    6." 

At  the  present  time  there  are  no  funds 
available  for  the  installation  of  an  automatic 
traffic    signal    at    this    location. 

Respectfully   yours, 
William    P.    Hickey,    Commissioner. 
Placed    on    file. 


TRAFFIC      SIGNALS,     WARD      14. 
The    following    was    received : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office    of    the    Mayor,    March    1,    1937. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  Traffic  Commissioner 
relative  to  your  order  of  February  15,  1937, 
requesting  the  installation  of  automatic  traffic 
signals  at  the  following  intersections  in  Ward 
14: 

1.  Blue    Hill    avenue    and    Woodrow    avenue. 

2.  Blue    Hill    avenue    and    Callender    street. 

3.  Blue    Hill    avenue    and    Stratton    street. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  February  26,   1937. 
Hon.     Frederick    W.     Mansfield, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 
Dear    Mr.    Mayor, — I    have    the   honor   to    ac- 
knowledge    receipt     of     Council     order     dated 
February    15,    1937,    which    reads   as    follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  automatic  traffic  signals  at  the 
following    intersections     in     Ward     14 : 

"Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Woodrow  avenue; 
Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Oallender  street ;  Blue 
Hill   avenue   and    Stratton    street." 

There  are  no  funds  available  at  present  for 
the  installation  of  automatic  traffic  signals  at 
these     intersections. 

Respectfully    yours, 
William    P.    Hickey,    Commissioner. 
Placed    on    file. 


AMBULANCE    SERVICE,    BOSTON 
GARDEN. 
The    following   was    received : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office    of    the    Mayor,    Marcli    1,    1937. 
To   the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  Hospital  Department 
relative  to  your  order  of  February  8,  1937, 
concerning  remuneration  for  ambulance  serv- 
ice furnished  at  the  Boston  Garden. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Hospital  Department,   February  24,   1937. 
Hon.     Frederick    W.     Mansfield, 
Mayor  of   Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — At  a  meeting  of  the  Board 
of    Trustees    held    on    February    19,    an    order 
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of  the  City  Council  was  presented  requesting 
the  trustees,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  as  to  the  remuneration, 
if  any,  received  by  the  city  for  ambulance 
service    furnished    at    the    Boston    Garden. 

The  hospital  furnished  an  ambulance  at 
two  of  the  meets  of  the  Midget  Auto  Races 
and  did  so  without  charge.  We  were  led 
to  believe  that  these  races  entailed  a  certain 
amount  of  danger,  and,  also,  that  12  per 
cent  of  the  gate  receipts  were  turned  over  to 
charity. 

We    have    since,    however,    refused    to    send 
any     more     ambulances     and     have    explained 
to    the    management    that    in    the    future    they 
must    procure    a     private    ambulance. 
Yours    sincerely, 
James  W.  Manary,  M.  D., 

Superintendent. 

Placed    on    file. 


■HANCOCK  STREET    YARD   BUILDING. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  1,   1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  Ithe  Public  Works  Commissioner 
relative  to  your  order  of  February  1,  1937, 
concerning  the  maintaining  of  the  buildings 
now  used  in  the  Hancock  Street  Yard  of  the 
Public  Works  Departmtent  because  of  its 
historical  background. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  February  8,  1937. 
Mr.  John  F.  Gil  more, 

Assistant    Secretary,    Mayor's    Office. 

Dear  Sir, — I  return  order  of  the  City 
Council  dated  February  1,  1937,  and  reading 
as    follows : 

"Ordered,  That  the  building  now  used  in 
the  Hancock  'Street  Yard  of  the  Public  Works 
Department  as  an  office  be  maintained  be- 
cause of  its  historical  background." 

This  is  a  very  old  building,  erected  many 
years  ago  by  the  town  of  Dorchester.  For 
some  years  past  it  has  been,  used  as  the  office 
building  for  the  city  yard  located  on  Hancock 
street.  Because  of  its  age  the  building  is  in 
very  poor  shape  and  a  large  expenditure  would 
be  required  to  put  it  in  proper  'condition.  A 
heating  plant  would  also  be  required,  as  there 
are  no  proper  heating  facilities  in  the  build- 
ing at  the  present  time.  The  new  building, 
recently  erected  in  this  yard,  contains  quarters 
for  the  foreman  and  his  office  force  and  upon 
the  transfer  of  the  headquarters  of  the  yard 
to  this  building  the  Old  structure  will  not  be 
further  required,  and  the  department  contem- 
plates removing  it.  This  old  building  inter- 
feres with  an  entrance  to  the  garage  in  which 
are  housed  twenty  of  the  larger  trucks  of  the 
department. 

We  appreciate  that  this  old  building  has 
a  historical  background  in  connection  with 
the  affairs  of  Dorchester,  but  for  the  proper 
utilization  of  the  newer  facilities  in  this  yard 
we  cannot  see  why  it  should  remain  in  its 
present  location.  'If,  however,  the  historical 
societies  of  Dorchester  (feel  that  this  build- 
ing should  be  preserved  and  maintained,  I 
can  see  no  reason  why  it  could  not  be '  re- 
located on  the  grass  plot  in  'the  front  of  the 
yard.  This  work  would  entail  an  expense 
which  the  department  is  mot  prepared  to  meet 
at  the  present  time  and  the  cost  of  relocating 
the  building,  if  it  is  considered  advisable  to 
retain  it,  should  be  met  by  funds  provided 
by  these  societies  or  by  popular  subscription. 
Very  truly  yours, 

E.  M.  Richardson, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


WEST  ROXBURY  BUS  STOP. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  1,  1937. 
To   the   City   Council.     . 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  relative  to  your  order  of 
February  8,  1937,  concerning  [the  moving  of 
the  bus  stop  at  the  corner  of  Weld  and 
Centre  streets  in  West  Roxbury  to  the  corner 
of  Centre  and  Knoll  streets,  West  Roxbury. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Boston,    February   25,    1937. 
Mr.   John  F.   Gilmore,  Jr., 

-  Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  letter  of  Febru- 
ary 11,  it  would  not  be  feasible  to  move  the 
stopping  place  on  Centre  street  as  requested 
in  order  of  the  City  Council,  because  the  junction 
of  Weld  and  'Centre  streets  is  a  transfer 
point  where  Centre  street  coaches  must  stop. 

Knoll  street  is  only  175  feet  from  the  pres- 
ent stop  at  Weld  street  and  is  at  a  location 
where  it  would  not  be  possible  for  coaches 
to  pull  in  to  the  curbing,  as  the  space  is 
occupied  by  automobiles  and  delivery  trucks. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Edward    Dana, 
President  and   General  Manager. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to   the   committees    named,    viz. : 

Claims. 

Estate  of  Frederick  Bleiler,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  property  at  301  Ruggles 
street,  'caused  by  water  leak. 

Stanley  C.  Brose,  for  refund  on  garbage 
removal  tickets. 

Bella  Doxer,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  725  Morton  street,  caused  by 
broken   water  pipe. 

Angelo  Foloso,  for  damage  to  automobile 
caused  by  Public  Works  Department  wagon. 

Benjamin  Goldberg,  for  refund  of  ash  tickets. 

James  J.  Gouse,  for  damage  to  car  by  city 
cart. 

Leo  Guaragua,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  alleged!  defect  on  East  Boston  Ferry. 

Helen  Hartleigh,  for  personal  injuries  due 
to  alleged  defect  on  Massachusetts  avenue. 

Katherine  E.  Hayes,  for  damage  to  auto- 
mobile caused  by  fire  apparatus. 

Harry  Kantorw,  for  refund  on  ash  removal 
tickets. 

Louis  Levine,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries   caused   by   city  truck. 

Bernice  Matisoff,  for  refund  on  various 
licenses. 

Elizabeth  M.  McGrath,  for  compensation  for 
teeth   lost  at  City  Hospital. 

LOt'ta  B.  Olsen,  for  compensation  for 
personal  injuries  due  to  alleged  defect  on 
Stuart  street,  corner  of  Tremont. 

Josephine  E.  Ranney,  for  compensation  for 
alleged  negligence  in  treating  arm  at  City 
Hospital. 

Rubin  Brothers,  for  refund  on  ash  removal 
tickets. 

Gerald  F.  Ryan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  glasses  caused  by  assisting  patient  at  Bos- 
ton City  Hospital. 

Albert  D.  Seidler,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  police  cruising  car. 

S.  Shipman,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to   car  by  city  truck. 

Anna  M.  Skelley,  for  refund  on  liquor 
license  fee. 

Patrick  Sparaco,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  caused  by  alleged  defect  at  35 
North    street. 

Virginia  Taurasi,  for  compensation  for 
personal  injuries  due  to  alleged  defect  in  pas- 
sageway on  North  Margin  street. 
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Hilda.  C.  Thorson,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  47  Patten  street, 
Jamaica   Plain,   caused   by   Fire  Department. 

United  Water  Cooler  Service,  Inc.,  for  refund 
on  ash  removal  tickets. 

Frederic  G.  Menghi,  for  reimbursement  Of 
execution  issued  against  him  for  acts  as 
chauffeur  of  Fire  Department,  (Maintenance 
Division. 

Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 
Petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  for 
license  to  operate  motor  vehicles  between  junc- 
tion of  Morton  Street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue 
and  Forest  Hills  Station,  over  Morton  street 
and  Washington  street ;  return  over  Washing- 
ton street,  Morton  street,  Harvard  street, 
Johnston  road   and  Blue  Hffll  avenue. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Anna  M.  Greene  for  children 
under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at  Cur- 
rent  Events   Hall,   February  20. 

Leave  was  granted  under  usual  conditions. 


BORROWING   CAPACITY. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of   Boston, 
Commissioners  of   Sinking   Funds, 

February   16,  1937. 
To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  chapter  93,  Acts  of  1891,  chapter  267, 
Special  Acts  of  1916,  and  chapter  225,  Acts  of 
1931,  it  is  estimated  that  the  amount  which 
the  city  will  be  able  to  borrow  during  the 
present  municipal  year  within  the  debt  limit 
established  by  law,  is  $9, 206,268.38,  as  per 
schedule  annexed. 

Respectfully, 
Michael  H.  Corcoran, 
Guy  W.  Cox, 
John  E.  Hannigan, 
William    Arthur   Dupee, 
William  Spottiswoode, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Sinking  Funds. 
Charles  J.    Fox,   City   Auditor. 
John   H.   Dorsey,    City   Treasurer. 


Debt  Incurring  Power  in  1937. 
Total  debt  incurring  power  within  the  debt  limit  (2J  per  cent  of  $1,631,100,175,  the  average 

assessed  valuation  for  three  years  less  abatements) 

Debts  incurred: 

Total  funded  debt,  city  and  county S160, 175,999  94 

Funded  debt  outside  the  debt  limit  (debt  exempted  from  the  operation 
of  the  law  limiting  municipal  indebtedness): 
City  debt 835,831,800  00 


840,777,654  38 


Water  debt . 
Traffic  Tunnel  debt . 
Traffic  Tunnel  debt, 
Traffic  Tunnel  debt, 

County  debt 

Rapid  Transit  debt . 


'Series  B,". 
'Series  C". 


Funded  debt  for  Public  Works  Administration 
projects,  issued  under  authority  of  chapter  366, 
Acts  of  1933,  as  amended  by  chapter  21,  Acts  of 
1934 


Funded  debt  within  the  debt  limit 

Offsets  to  funded  debt: 

Sinking  funds 

Less  sinking  funds  for  debt  outside  the  debt  limit: 

City 87,703,699  76 

County : 898,803  26 

Rapid  Transit 12,683,342  35 

Traffic  Tunnel 235,420  52 

Traffic  Tunnel  "Series  B" 97,080  85 

Traffic  Tunnel  "Series  C" 5,704  42 


238,000  00 

16,000,000  00 

3,000,000  00 

450,000  00 

943,999  94 

56,058,700  00 

SI  12,522,499  94 


7,299,000  00 


119.821.499  94 

840.354.500  00 


S26,7S4,660  13 


21,624,051    16 


Offsets  to  funded  debt  within  the  debt  limit 

Net  indebtedness  within  the  debt  limit  December  31,  1936 . 
Loans  authorized  but  not  issued  (within  the  debt  limit). . . . 


5,160,60S  97 

835,193,891  03 
757,000  00 


Used  debt  incurring  power  within  the  debt  limit $35,950, S91  03 


Unused  debt  incurring  power  within  the  debt  limit,  January  1,  1937. 
Estimated  increase  during  the  year  by: 

Interest  on  sinking  fund  investments 

Appropriation  for  sinking  funds  for  debt  within  the  debt  limit.  . . . 

Serial  bonds  redeemable  during  year 


S1S7.1S2  03 

92,823  00 

4,099,500  00 


Estimated  amount  of  indebtedness  that  may  legally  be  incurred  within  the  debt  limit 
during  the  municipal  year 

Placed  on  file. 


84,826,763  35 


4.379,505  03 


S9,206,26S  3S 


APPROVAL  OF  CONSTABLE'S  BOND. 

The  constable's  bond  of  James  A.  Canton, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treas- 
urer, was  received  and  approved. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  DR.   HENRY  F.  R. 
WATTS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  ap- 
pointment of  Dr  Henry  F.  R.  Watts  of  6 
Monadnock  street,  Dorchester,  as  Health  Com- 
missioner for  term  ending  April  30,  1941,  to  fill 
the  vacancy  caused  by  death  of  Dr.  William 
B.  KeeHer. 

Placed  on  file. 


PAYMENT  TO  MIRIAM  L.  SHAPIRO. 

Coun  BRACKMAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  chapter  10  of  the  Acts  of 
1937,  entitled  "An  Act  Authorizing  the  City 
of  Boston  to  Pay  a  Certain  Sum  of  Money  to 
Miriam  L.  Shapiro  of  Boston"  be,  and  hereby 
is,   accepted. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  10  of  the  Acts  of  1937,  there  be  al- 
lowed and  paid  to  Miriam  L.  Shapiro  the  sum 
of  $1,400,  as  a  refund  of  the  fee  paid  by  her 
for  a  retail  package  store  license,  so  called, 
no  right,  power  or  privilege  under  said  license 
having  been  exercised ;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


MARCH    1,    1937. 
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RESOLUTION  RE  DEATH  OF  FRANCIS  J. 
MURRAY. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  -the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council 
expresses  deep  (regret  in  learning  of  the  death 
of  Francis  J.  Murray,  Budget  Commissioner 
of  the   City   of    Boston. 

He  was  an  able  and  esteemed  member  of  the 
fear ;  an  ideal  father,  brother  and  friend ;  an 
honest,  -conscientious  and  -painstaking  public 
official ;  one  who  filled  With  credit  an  incon- 
spicuous but  most  vital  and  important  position 
in  the  city  service,  and  one  whose  vigorous 
and  active  life  was  undoubtedly  shortened  be- 
cause of  devotion  to  duty  and  the  intense  and 
earnest  desire  Ito  do  the  work  o-f  each  day 
loyally  -and  well,  whatever  the  personal  sacri- 
fice. 

The  resolution  was  passed  by  a  unanimous 
rising  vote. 


APPROVAL   OF    HOUSE    BILL    1479. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council 
hereby  desires  to  express  its  approval  of  the 
enactment  of  House  Bill  1479,  providing  for 
one  day  off  in  seven  for  members  of  the  Police 
Force  in  certain  cities  and  towns  of  the  state, 
and  urges  Itihat  members  of  the  Boston  Police 
Department  be  included  In  the  provisions  of 
said  bill. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  understand 
that  the  bill  referred  to  in  the  order,  to  give 
policemen  one  day  off  in  seven,  is  now  pending 
in  the  Legislature,  but  it  does  not  include 
members  of  the  Boston  Police  Department.  If 
I  am  correctly  informed,  the  -present  set-up 
in  our  Police  Department  provides  for  one 
day  off  in  eight.  I  appreciate  the  fact  that 
the  city  finances  may  be  low  and  that  we 
may  be  short  of  police  protection  at  times, 
but  it  occurs  to  me  that  any  employee  of  the 
city,  state,  or  of  a  private  concern,  is  entitled 
-to  at  least  one  day  off  in  seven.  I  have  also 
in  mind,  as  a  member  of  the  bar,  that  more 
than  one  police  official  and  patrolman  in  the 
,  Boston  Police  Department  frequently  spends 
his  present  day  off  around  the  corridors  of  the 
courthouse  expecting  that  some  case  in  which 
he  is  to  appear  may  be  reached.  I  urge 
that  through  this  order  we  express  our 
opinion  that  the  members  of  the  Boston  Police 
Department  should  be  included  in  the  state 
bill. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


CITIZEN  LABOR  CLAUSE  IN  CONTRACTS. 

'Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sup- 
plies and  also  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  advise  the  City  Council  forthwith 
whether  the  customary  provision  that  "citizen 
labor  must  be  employed,  if  available"  is  still 
included  in  all  contracts  let  out  by  the  City  of 
Boston  and  if  not,  -in  what  type  of  contract 
this  provision  of  chapter  40,  section  13,  of 
the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1925  is  not  in- 
cluded. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  -not  speak- 
ing at  any  great  length,  I  do  wish  to  raise 
this  question  again,  particularly  bearing  in 
mind  the  substantial  amount  of  construction 
work  that  has  been  done  the  past  couple  of 
years,  and  also  bearing  in  mind  the  possible 
amount  of  construction  and  contract  work 
that  may  be  done  this  year.  While  I  frankly 
admit  that  we  may  owe  some  duty  to  the 
poor  alien  who  may  not  have  sufficient  interest 
in  the  country  in  which  he  now  lives  to  take 
out  citizenship  papers,  I  feel  that  the  prime 
duty  of  Boston  or  any  other  city  is  the  duty 
it  owes  to  citizens  of  Boston  and  citizens  of 
the  Commonwealth.  I  personally  believe  that 
the  provisions  of  chapter  40  o-f  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1925  should  be  scrupulously 
followed    by    the    Mayor's    office    and    by    the 


head  of  every  city  department,  and  I  have  in 
mind  especially  the  provisions  of  section  14, 
which   reads  as   follows : 

"No  person  other  than  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  employed  ^n  any  public 
work  being  done  by, — 

"  (a)     The  city  of  Boston  ; 

"  (b)  Any  contractor  with  the  city  of 
Boston  ; 

"(c)  Any  sub-contractor  with  such  con- 
tractor ;  except  that  persons  not  such  citizens 
may  be  employed  in  the  manner  and  under  the 
conditions  set  forth  in  the  following  section : 

"Section  15.  Whenever  no  citizens  of  the 
United  States  competent  to  perform  the  work 
in  question  can  be  had  at  the  pervailing  and 
customary  rate  of  wages,  the  head  of  the 
department  having  charge  of  the  work  in 
question,  with  the  written  approval  of  the 
Mayor,  may  issue  a  written  authorization  for 
the  employment  of  such  number  of  persons 
other  than  citizens  for  such  time  as  may  be 
necessary  to  do  -the  work,  provided  that  no 
such  authorization  shall  be  issued  except 
after  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
following  section: 

"Section  16.  Before  issuling  the  written  au- 
thorization provided  for  in  the  preceding 
section,  the  head  of  the  department  having 
charge  of  the  work  or  contract  shall  give  one 
or  more  public  hearings  and  shall  satisfy 
himself  and  certify  in  writing  that  the  facts 
exist  which  warrant  the  issuance  of  such 
authorization.  Where  the  employment  is  to 
be  by  a  contractor  or  sub-contractor  he  shall 
require  a  written  statement  from  such  con- 
tractor or  sub-contractor  to  such  facts  sworn 
to    before  a  justice   of   the   peace." 

And 

"Section  17.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all 
heads  of  departments  to  cause  suitable  (in- 
spection to  be  made  of  all  work  for  which 
they  are  severally  responsible  to  ensure  com- 
pliance With  the  provisions  of  the  four  pre- 
ceding sections  and  also  to  call  all  breaches 
thereof  to  the  attention  of  the  proper  author- 
ities  for   prosecution." 

Now,  it  is  perfectly  obvious  to  any  man  over 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  who  still  retains 
his  eyesight  and  ordinary  understanding,  that 
in  the  contracts  awarded  by  the  city  very 
frequently  other  than  citizen  labor  is  used 
and  that  there  is  a  distinct  violation  of  the 
terms  of  this  city  ordinance,  because  under 
the  terms  of  this  ordinance  no  contractor 
and  no  sub-contractor  doing  work  for  the 
city  today,  tomorrow  or  the  next  day,  has 
any  right-  whatever  to  'have  on  his  pay  roll 
any  other  than  a  citizen,  unless  there  has  been 
a  public  hearing  and  written  approval  by 
both  the  Mayor  and  department  head  that 
lets  the  contract.  It  is  for  that  reason  that  I 
urge  this  question  to  the  Mayor  and  the 
proper  department  heads,  to  ascertain  whether 
any  real  effort  is  being  made  to  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  that  ordinance.  In  these 
days  of  unemployment,  I  repeat,  it  is  the 
duty  of  contractors  and  of  city  officials  to 
see  that  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance  are 
observed   in   any   such   work   done   for  the   city. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule. 


NUMBER    OF    TAX    TITLE    PARCELS    TO 
BE    REDEEMED. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Collector  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise  the 
-City  Council  forthwith  as  to  the  total  number 
of  tax  title  parcels  to  be  redeemed  but  not 
yet   entered   in   the   Land   Court. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  we  have 
had  quite  a  lot  of  talk  about  tax  title  prop- 
erties. We  have  heard  that,  as  of  January 
1,  995  parcels  have  been  put  through  the  Land 
Court,  representing  about  a  million  and  a 
half  in  assessable  value,  and  representing  up- 
wards of  three-quarters  of  a  million  in  un- 
paid taxes,  interest  and  costs.  We  are  aware 
of  the  fact  that  only  21  of  those  995  parcels 
have  come  through  to  this  body  for  disposition. 
We  are  also  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  Mayor 


72 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


of  Boston,  either  directly  or  through  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives,  recently 
filed  a  bill  taking  from  the  City  Council  the 
requirement  of  a  two-thirds  vote  to  authorize 
the  sale  of  this  tax  title  property.  I  under- 
stand that  not  only  has  the  Mayor  failed  to 
send  through  to  the  Council  since  November 
6,  1936,  a  single  tax  title  parcel,  but  there  are 
a  vast  number  of  tax  title  properties  that 
have  been  sold  for  taxes  by  the  collector, 
under  the  law,  that  have  not  yet  reached 
the  Land  Court.  I  have  information  which 
I  believe  deserves  some  credit  that  the  prop- 
erties in  addition  to  the  995  pnt  through  the 
Land  Court  run  as  high  as  6,000  or  7,000 
parcels.  I  think  we  should  obtain  this  infor- 
mation from  the  City  Collector,  because,  as 
I  said  at  the  last  meeting,  if  it  is  going  to 
be  necessary  to  sell  my  property,  your  prop- 
erty or  John  Jones'  property,  if  it  is  going  to 
be  necessary  to  take  homes  or  parcels  of 
land  from  taxpayers,  the  least  we  can  do 
is  not  to  allow  this  property  to  lie  in  the 
lap  of  the  city  year  after  year,  but  to  get 
it  back  into  a  taxpayiing  proposition.  It  is 
for  that  reason  that  I  desire  to  find  out  how 
many  tax  title  properties  there  are  with 
which  the  city  is  now  stuck,  in  addition  to 
the  995  title  properties  that  have  already 
gone  through  the  Land  Court.  If  we  are 
going  to  have  an  executive  meeting  today,  I 
would  be  glad  to  have  this  order  passed,  anu 
then  have  the  City  Collector  requested  to 
come    up    to    the   executive    meeting. 

The   order   was    passed    under  suspension   of 
the    rule. 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  MARRIED  WOMEN. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  favors  legislation  which  will  in  sub- 
stance prohibit  the  employment  in  the  public 
service  of  married  women,  not  legally  separated 
from  their  husbands,  except  in  cases  where 
the  husband  is  incapacitated  or  his  wages  are 
too    meager    to    support    the    family. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA — Mr.  President,  there 
are  now  pending  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives two  bills,  one  No.  941,  introduced 
by  Thomas  J.  Hannon,  Jr.,  which  says  that 
the  civil  service  commissioner  shall  not  certify 
a  married  woman  unless  she  establishes  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  commissioner  that  her 
husband  is  unable  to  support  her ;  and,  sec- 
ond, a  bill,  No.  1185.  introduced  by  Repre- 
sentative Herter  of  Boston,  on  the  petition 
of  Miss  Florence  Birmingham,  who  has  been 
doing  suoh  yeoman  work  in  behalf  of  this 
cause.  That  resolution  or  bill  in  substance 
calls  for  a  survey  of  married  women  employed 
in  the  Commonwealth  and  a  determination  of 
the  fact  of  whether  they  have  hitherto  been 
upon  the  public  relief  rolls.  The  employment 
of  married  women  in  this  city  and  state  is 
a  subject  of  great  importance  today.  There 
are  5.255.455  married  women  gainfully  em- 
ployed in  this  country  and  if  they  were 
forced  to  return  to  their  homes  the  un- 
employment problem  would  be  immediately 
cut  in  half.  The  system  has  brought  about 
the  exploitation  of  women  under  conditions 
that  has  thrown  millions  of  men  out  of  em- 
ployment. It  has  prevented  the  normal  de- 
velopment of  family  life  and  created  many 
difficult  problems  that  menace  the  very  ex- 
istence of  the  nation.  It  has  encouraged 
divorce  and  promoted  race  suicide.  It  is  one 
of  the  major  causes  of  the  depression  and 
must  be  remedied  if  the  future  is  to  be  made 
secure.  These  career  women  have  increased 
during  the  past  several  years  and  seriously 
threaten  the  home  life  among  the  working 
population  of  the  United  States.  The  evil 
effects  on  child  life  caused  by  the  employment 
of  mothers  have  been  shown  by  numerous 
investigations  conducted.  I  am  in  complete 
sympathy  with  the  married  woman  who  is 
obliged  to  work  because  of  sickness  or  disa- 
bility to  her  husband ;  or  because  of  meager 
earnings  by  her  husband  she  is  also  obliged 
to  find  employment,  but  I  am  not  in  accord 
with    married    women    Who    are   now    gainfully 


employed  in  the  city,  county,  and  state  de- 
partments and  who  likewise  have  husbands 
employed  and  receiving  large  and  substantial 
incomes.  It  is  this  type  who  are  working, 
not  because  of  economic  necessity  but  to  gain 
for  themselves  financial  independence,  and  is 
the  heart  of  the  evil  which  causes  an  unstabil- 
ized  condition  in  public  and  private  indus- 
tries. These  so-called  married  "career"  women 
are  simply  working  for  good  clothes,  auto- 
mobile and  other  luxuries  of  life  and  are  per- 
mitted to  remain  on  the  rolls  through  political 
influence.  It  is  costing  the  City  of  Boston 
approximately  $100,000  per  year  for  married 
women  whose  husbands  are  employed  in  some 
city,  county,  state  or  Federal  position  on 
substantial  salary.  Each  year  there  are  thou- 
sands upon  thousands  of  young  girls  graduat- 
ing from  our  high  schools  at  a  tremendous 
cost  to  our  taxpayers.  These  young  girls,  in 
their  quest  for  employment,  find  these  career 
women  strongly  entrenched  in  their  position 
with  no  hope  that  as  long  as  these  married 
women  are  permitted  to  remain  on  the  public 
rolls  -will  they  ever  be  able  to  get  a  position. 
In  this  connection  let  me  refer  to  an  ad.  from 
a  nearby  town  which  will  furnish  proof  of 
the  impossibility  of  a  single  girl  getting  a 
job  m  one  of  the  large  stores  in  this  nearby 
town.  This  ad.  says  "See  Mrs.  So-and-So. 
See  Mrs  Noyes.  See  Mrs.  Hall.  See  Mrs. 
Pike,"  and  so  on.  There  are  here  five  names, 
indicating  the  department  where  these  women 
may  be  found,  in  each  case  a  married  womna 
taking  the  place  of  a  single  girl.  Hundreds 
of  these  married  women  now  on  the  city  pay 
rolls  have  husbands  permanently  employed 
as  policemen,  firemen,  post  office  clerks  and 
other  positions  paying  a  substantial  salary. 
A  few  of  the  cases  will  illustrate  that  some 
immediate  action  is  necessary  not  only  to 
equalize  the  distribution  of  work,  but  to  save 
these  girls  from  the  pit  of  immorality  and 
temptations  that  face  them  while  endeavor- 
ing to  find  employment.  I  have  in  my  pos- 
session many  letters  received  from  these  young 
girls,  and  I  will  quote  from  one,  not  giving 
the  name  or  address : 

"I  am  a  single  woman,  without  relatives. 
For  the  past  three  years  I  have  been  unem- 
ployed and  have  been  refused  employmsnt 
all  over.  In  desperation  I  had  to  accept  at- 
tention of  a  so-called  'friend'  in  order  to  get 
employment." 

So,  you  see,  these  girls  face  these  tempta- 
tions while  seeking  employment,  and  I  want 
to  say  to  the  members  of  the  Council  that 
it  is  no  laughing  matter.  It  is  a  serious 
problem.  If  we  are  going  to  remain  silent 
and  let  these  girls  walk  our  streets  in  search 
of  employment,  it  becomes  more  than  a  pass- 
ing matter.  The  records  of  our  courts  in- 
dicate that  these  single  girls  become  easy 
victims  because  of  continued  discouragement 
in  their  search  for  employment  as  well  as 
their  desire  to  have  good  clothes.  Most  of 
the  married  women  are  childless  couples.  If 
our  home  life  is  to  be  preserved,  then  these 
married  women  must  be  purged  from  our 
(pay  rolls  and  their  places  taken  by  single 
girls  who  have  large  families  depending  upon 
them.  I  will  read  the  details  of  some  of  the 
cases  that  have  come  to  my  attention,  and 
I  will  say  that  these  are  only  a  few  of  the 
many  that  I   have  a  record  of. 

Case  No.  1 — 'Mrs.  X,  a  librarian,  resident  of 
Belmont,  salary  $2,550  per  year.  Husband 
a   professor  at  M.  I.  T. 

Case  No.  2. — Mrs.  X,  a  visitor  at  the  Wel- 
fare Department,  salary  $1,500  per  year.  Hus- 
band a  dentist  and  is  reported  to  own 
several   homes. 

Case  No.  3. — Mrs.  X,  employed  in  Welfare 
Department.  Husband  is  a  doctor  with  a  big 
practice. 

Case  No.  4. — Mrs.  X,  visitor  in  the  Wel- 
fare Department,  lives  in  Belmont  and  husband 
is  a  wealthy  minister,  receiving  a  salary  of 
$2,400  per   year. 

Case  No.  5. — Mrs.  X,  a  clerk  at  the  Wel- 
fare Department  at  $1,600  per  year.  Husband 
employed  at  Brookline  Post  Office,  salary  $50 
per  week. 
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Case  No.  6. — 'Mrs.  X,  a  supervisor  at  the 
Welfare  Department,  salary  $2,400  per  year, 
actual  resident  of  Arlington.  Husband  em- 
ployed as  supervisor  in  iState  Department  of 
Public  Welfare. 

Case  No.  1. — Mrs.  X,  visitor  in  Welfare 
Department.  Husband  a  lawyer  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature. 

iQase  No.  8. — Mrs.  X,  murse  in  the  City 
Hospital.  Husband  holds  two  jobs,  dentist  in 
the  daytime  and  supervisor  at  night  in  the 
school  center  at  $10  per  night. 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  hundreds  of 
cases  that  I  have  in  my  ipossession.  There 
are  many  married  women  still  using  their 
maiden  names.  I  have  personally  investigated 
many  of  these  cases,  and  I  say  to  you,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent and  members  of  the  Council,  that  we 
ought  to  have  legislation  that  will  at  least 
for  the  future  give  some  hope  to  the  girl 
graduates  cfrom  our  high  schools,  giving  them 
an  opportunity  of  obtaining  employment.  But 
as  long  as  these  married  women  are  permitted 
to  remain  on  our  pay  rolls,  as  long  as  these 
"career"  women  are  allowed  to  hold  sway, 
race  suicide  will  be  practiced  and  legal  separa- 
tions and  divorces   will  continue  to   increase. 

The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension 
of  the  rule. 


STATUS    OF    TRUANT    GIRLS. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  oifered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  submit 
to  the  School  'Committee  a  proposal  that  a 
further  study  be  made  to  consider  the  status 
of  truant  girls,  Otherwise  .  mot  incorrigible, 
to  the  end  that  these  girls  will  not  be  taken 
into  court  and  there  to  receive  a  public  record. 
and  further  that  means  be  adopted  so  that 
these  girls  shall  not  be  institutionalized  with 
others  guilty  of  more  serious  offenses. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  have  had  occasion  to  speak  to  the 
mother  of  one  of  these  so-called  truant  girls. 
She  told  me  that  she  had  a  family  of  five 
children  and  that  her  daughter  failed  to 
attend  school.  Consequently  she  was  made 
subject  to  the  discipline  of  the  truant  depart- 
ment of  the  school  system.  They  brought 
the  child  to  the  South  Boston  court,  and 
there  she  was  turned  over  to  the  Institutions 
Department  of  the  city.  They  turned  the  girl 
over  to  the  House  of  Good  Shepherd.  Now,  I 
have  nothing  but  praise  for  the  House  of  Good 
Shepherd.  I  know  that  they  do  a  fine  and 
good  work.  But  I  also  know  it  to  be  true 
that  in  an  institution  of  that  nature  this  girl 
is  bound  to  encounter  others  who  have  prob- 
ably done  wrong  morally,  and  that  in  their 
company  she  will  pick  up  some  traits  that 
she  does  not  now  possess.  I  am  introducing 
this  order  with  the  purpose  in  mind  that, 
probably  through  our  School  Committee,  some 
set-up  could  be  arranged  for  treating  these 
girls  differently.  It  would  be  a  simple  matter 
to  arrange  for  a  certain  place  where  they 
could  be  sent,  perhaps  to  a  private  home.  I 
am  given  to  understand  that  there  are  only- 
eight  or  ten  cases  of  this  nature  in  a  year. 
Certainly  the  City  of  Boston  should  be  able 
to  find  a  proper  place  for  such  cases.  They 
are  not  bad  girls  and  should  not  be  sent  to 
the  House  of  the  Good  Shepherd.  I  under- 
stand that  now  under  the  law  it  is  necessary 
to  send  them.  This  order  is,  therefore,  in- 
troduced so  that  the  matter  may  be  taken 
up  with  the  School  Committee  and  some 
remedial    measure    may    be    taken. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the     rule. 


STADIUM  IN  HONOR   OF   LATE   PATRICK 
T.    CAMPBELL. 

Coun.    JOHN   I.    FITZGERALD   offered   the 

following : 

Resolved,     That     the     Boston     City     Council 
favors    the    erection   of    a    schoolboys'    stadium 


in  honor  of  the  late  Patrick  T.  Campbell, 
who  served  as  Superintendent  of  the  Public 
Schools    of    Boston. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


REPORT      OF      COMMITTEE      ON     JITNEY 
LICENSES. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY,  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Jitney  Licenses,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

'I.  Report  on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  (referred  December  15,  193€)  for 
license  to  operate  motor  vehicles  between 
Broad  street  and  Atlantic  avenue  to  P  street — 
that    same    ought    not   to    pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  petition 
rejected. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  (referred  August  3,  1930)  for  license 
to  operate  motor  vehicles  between  City  square 
and  Ohelsea  line — that  same  ought  not  to 
pass. 

Report   accepted  ;   petition   rejected. 

3.  Report  on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  (referred  January  25)  to  operate 
motor  vehicles  from  Sullivan  square  to  Ev- 
erett over  Alford  street — that  same  ought  not 
to    pass. 

Report  accepted ;   petition   rejected. 

4.  Report  on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  (referred  October  24,  1932.)  for  li- 
cense to  operate  motor  vehicles  between  junc- 
tion of  Walter  and  Centre  streets  and  Green 
street  station — recommending  that  leave  be 
granted. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
I  would  like  to  say,  in  regard  to  this  license 
having  been  held  up  in  the  past,  that  this 
is  a  matter  which  concerns  the  ward  adjacent 
to  my  own  as  well  as  my  own,  and  that  the 
former  councilor  from  the  adjoining  district 
apparently  did  not  wish  to  urge  the  granting 
of  this  license.  The  councilor  representing 
the  district  now,  however,  is  perfectly  satis- 
fied  to   have  the  petition   granted. 

Coun.  KILROY — Mr.  President,  does  the 
gentleman  refer  to  my  district  or  my  col- 
league's   district?     We  are   both    interested. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— I  refer  to  the 
councilor    from    Ward    11. 

Coun.  KILROY — Mr.  President,  I  am  in 
favor  of  the  granting  of  this  petition,  and  I 
see  no  reason  for  objecting  to  it.  It  is  going 
to  be  a  benefit  to  the  district.  I  have  got 
in  contact  with  a  number  of  people  to  find 
out  the  reason  why  it  has  been  held  up  for 
four  years,  and,  so  far  as  I  can  find  out,  there 
are  no  real  reasons.  AH  to  whom  I  have 
spoken  are  in  favor  of  the  granting  of  this 
petition.     Therefore   I   am   in   favor  of   it,  also. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  petition 
was    granted. 


SHUTTLE    LINE,    JAMAICA    PLAIN    AND 
DUDLEY   STREET. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  and  DOHERTY 
offered    the    following : 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  restore 
the  shuttle  line  between  Hyde  square,  Ja- 
maica Plain,  and  Dudley  street  during  the  rush 
hours. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


ARC     LIGHT,     ST.     HUGH'S     CHURCH. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  an  arc  light  in  front  of 
St.  Hugh's  Ohurch  on  Blue  Bill  avenue,  be- 
tween Castelgate  road  and  Pasadena  road. 
Dorchester. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


REPAVING    OF    FENELON    STREET, 
WARD    14. 

Coun.    ROSENBERG    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 

Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 

Mayor,   to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Fene- 

lon   street,   Ward   14. 

Passed  under  suspension   of   the  rule. 


PLAYGROUND,  DORCHESTER. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  converting  city- 
owned  land  on  Geneva  avenue  and  Cedar  ave- 
nue,   Dorchester,    into   a   public   playground. 

iCoiun.  ROSENBERG— Mr.  President.  in 
the  development  of  cities  and  towns,  one  of 
the  important  matters  which  should  be  given 
constant  and  careful  consideration  is  that  of 
proper  recreational  facilities,  especially  is  it 
necesary  to  have  adequate  parks  and  play- 
grounds where  children  can  secure  the  proper 
and  needed  healthful  training  and  develop- 
ment. In  our  present  day,  with  the  well- 
trained  staff  of  physical  directors  furnished 
by  the  cities  and  towns,  every  advantage 
should  be  taken  to  acquire  additional  play- 
ground facilities.  I  have  introduced  the  fore- 
going order  asking  that  certain  land,  which 
has  been  acquired  by  the  City  of  Boston,  be 
converted  into  a  playground,  because,  by  so 
doing,  we  will  not  only  be  beautifying  this 
vacant  land,  which  is  an  eye-sore  to  the  resi- 
dents of  the  section  and  also  results  in  numer- 
ous accidents  to  children  who  are  attracted 
to  such  a  location,  but  it  would  be  beneficial 
to  the  district  to  have  the  grounds  converted 
into  a  playground  center,  which  will  be  well 
kept  and  enhance  the  value  of  the  surround- 
ing property.  Surely  it  will  be  of  benefit  to 
the  healthy  future  well-being  of  the  adoles- 
cent youth.  I  firmly  believe  that,  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  Mayor  and  the  Park  Com- 
missioner,, we  will  be  able  to  bring  about  the 
enlargement  of  the  present  playground  area,  to 
the  end  that  no  locality  of  our  great  city 
will  be  without  adequate  facilities  for  tho 
development  of  healthy  and  clean-minded 
youth,  which  will  assure  the  honest,  active 
and  loyal  citizen  of  tomorrow.  Despite  the 
proposed  rumor  of  curtailing  and  winding  up 
of  W.  P.  A.  projects  by  June  30  of  this 
year,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment can,  or  will,  entirely  discontinue 
such  projects.  If  such  a  step  is  taken  it 
will  greatly  upset  the  social  and  financial 
structure  of  a  great  many  cities  and  towns, 
not  only  in  Massachusetts,  but  throughout  tho 
entire  country.  To  what  better  advantage 
could  Federal  appropriations  be  allotted  than 
for  the  healthy  development  of  our  youth, 
especially  where  playground  areas  can  be 
secured  without  land-takings,  without  the 
outlay  of  any  money,  and  simply  by  con- 
verting vacant  and  unsightly  locations  in 
suburban  districts  into  beautiful  centers  of 
recreation. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the    rule. 


CONFIRMATION    OF    EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

President  FITZGERALD  called  up,  under 
unfinished  business  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz. : 

2.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  February  15,  1937,  of  Frank  S.  McNeill, 
to  be  a   Weigher  of   Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Wlfillsom  and  MeQlem.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  13 ;  yes  7,  no  6,  and  the 
appointment   was  confirmed. 


SALE  OF   LOTS   BY   CITY. 

Coun.  AGNEW  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  Nos.  3  to  7,  inclusive,  on  the  calendar, 
viz. :  • 


3.  Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a 
decree  of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry 
District,  dated  May  28,  1936,  foreclosed  a  right 
of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed  filed  in  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  with 
certificate  of  title  No.  30422,  to  about  1,362 
square  feet  of  land  situated  on  the  southerly 
side  of  Dover  street  in  Boston,  as  is  more 
fully  described  in  said  tax  deed,  the  said  tax 
deed  being  Document  No.   114021  ;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said 
premises  has  been  made  by  Mr.  H.  B.  Colcord 
in  the  sum  of  $1,550 ;  now,  therefore  it  is 
hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the 
"Wiyor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right, 
title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land  at 
public  auction  at  a  minimum  price  of  $1,550  ; 
and   it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  au- 
thorized to  execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  pur- 
chaser of  said  parcel  of  land  a  written  in- 
strument satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  De- 
partment of  the  City  of  Boston,  conveying 
all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City  of 
Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  payment  to 
it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said  auction. 

On  February  8,  1937,  the  foregoing  order 
was  read  once  and  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 

4.  Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a 
decree  of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry 
District,  dated  January  8,  1935.  foreclosed  a 
right  of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded 
with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5216,  page  434,  to 
about  1,350  square  feet  of  land  situate  on 
the  northeasterly  side  of  West  Second  street, 
South  Boston,  as  is  more  fully  described  in 
said    tax  deed ;   and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said 
premises  has  been  made  by  Mr.  Charles  Scar- 
pulla  in  the  sum  of  $500 ;  now,  therefore,  it 
is  hereby- 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's 
right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land 
at  public  auction,  at  a  minimum  price  of 
$500  :  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and 
deliver,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of  said  parcel  of 
land  a  written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form 
to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of 
said  City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the 
payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at 
said  auction. 

On  February  8,  1937,  the  foregoing  order 
was  read  once  and  passed,   yeas  20,   nays  0. 

5.  Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a 
decree  of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry 
District,  dated  December  19,  1935,  foreclosed  a 
right  of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded 
with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5291,  page  261. 
to  about  1,279  square  feet  of  land  situated  on 
the  northwesterly  side  of  Warwick  street,  Bos- 
ton, as  is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax 
deed  ;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said 
premises  has  been  made  by  Mr.  William  Hur- 
witz  in  the  sum  of  $1,100;  now,  therefore,  it 
is   hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's 
right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land 
at  public  auction,  at  a  minimum  price  of 
$1.100 ;   and   it    is   hereby   further 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and 
deliver,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of  said  parcel  of 
land  a  written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form 
to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton,   conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of 
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said  City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the 
payment  to  ilt  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at 
said  auction. 

On  February  8,  1937,  the  foregoing  order 
was  read  once  and  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 

6.  Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a 
decree  of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry 
District,  dated  February  5,  1936,  foreclosed  a 
right  of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded 
with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5364,  page  470,  to 
about  1,491  feet  of  land  situated  on  the 
southerly  side  of  Cambria  street  in  Boston,  as 
is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax  deed ;  and 

Whereas,  ,  Am  offer  to  purchase  the  said 
premises  has  been  made  by  Mr.  Frederick  A. 
Sehuller  in  the  sum  of  $1,500;  now,  therefore, 
it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the 
city's  right,  title  and  interest  in  the  said  parcel 
of  land  at  public  auction,  at  a  minimum  price 
of  $1,500 ;  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  fee, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and 
deliver,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of  said  parcel  of 
land  a  written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form 
to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of 
said  City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the 
payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at 
said  auction. 

On  February  8,  1937,  the  foregoing  order 
was  read  once  and  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 

7.  Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a 
decree  of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry 
District,  dated  September  14,  1936,  foreclosed  a 
right  of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded 
with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5436,  page  357,  to 
about  671  square  feet  of  land  situated  on  the 
southwesterly  side  of  Commercial  street,  Bos- 
ton, as  is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax 
deed ;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said 
property  has  been  made  by  Clementina  Ottavio 
in  the  sum  of  $1,200 ;  now,  therefore,  it  is 
hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's 
right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land 
at  public  auction,  at  a  minimum  price  of 
$1,200  ;  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  said  (Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and 
deliver,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of  said  land 
a  written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form 
to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of 
said  City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the 
payment  to  'it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at 
said  auction. 

On  February  8,  1937,  the  foregoing  order 
was  read  once  and  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 

The  orders  were  severally  given  their  second 
reading  and  passage,  yeas   15,  nays   0. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  WENDOVER  STREET. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners  be    requested,   through    his    Honor   the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  Wendover  street, 
Ward   7,  as   a   public   highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


COMPLAINTS  ABOUT   OLD  AGE  VISITOR. 

Coun.  DOHERTY— Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  when  we  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on  March 
15. 

Coun.  MoGRATH — Mr.  President,  before  we 
adjourn  I  would  like  to  make  a  statement.  I 
would    like   to   ask   a   question,    too.     There   is 


a  situation  in  Dorchester,  involving  an  old 
age  assistance  visitor  or  former  investigator, 
that  I  think  should  be  called  to  the  attention 
of  the  man  who  is  now  head  of  the  Welfare 
Department.  It  concerns  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Collins,  who  was  formerly  visitor  for  old 
age  assistance. 

President  FITZGERALD— There  are  two 
Collinses. 

Coun.  MoGRATH — I  mean  the  investigator 
in  Ward  16.  There  can  be  no  question  about 
the  one  I  mean.  I  would  like  to  have  the 
President  in  the  meantime  send  for  him.  In 
his  duty  of  visiting  in  connection  with  old 
age  pensions,  he  enters  a  house  which  he  may 
find  is  steam  heated,  and  he  tells  the  people, 
therefore,  that  they  do  not  need  any  assist- 
ance. I  say  it  is  none  of  his  business  whether 
they  have  steam  heat,  hot  air  or  any  other 
kind  of  heat.  What  is  the  situation  today  ? 
We  have  a  Burns  Detective  Agency,  and  I 
think  a  Watts  Detective  Agency,  and  now 
there  is  the  Collins  Detective  Agency !  I 
registered  fifteen  complaints  about  this  man 
to  Miss  Noonan  over  a  period  of  two  months. 
I  told  her  I  did  not  want  any  man  discharged 
form  the  service,  but  that  he  would  have  to 
mend  his  ways,  and  when  I  say  "mend  his 
ways"  I  mean  his  personal  point  of  view.  I 
have  no  fault  to  find  with  the  investigators 
who  have  their  job  to  do,  and  many  of  whom 
are  doing  it  as  well  as  they  possibly  can.  But 
I  do  find  fault  with  a  man  who  lives  outside 
the  city,  as  the  councillor  from  East  Boston 
says,  and  comes  in  here  and  says  that  certain 
people,  according  to  his  own  particular  opinion, 
do  not  deserve  old  age  assistance.  The  re- 
action to  this  is  due  to  the  order  introduced 
by  Councilor  Dowd  providing  that  the  money 
paid  to  these  old  age  coses  shall  be  retroactive, 
dating  back  to  the  time  of  the  application  for 
the  old  age  assistance.  They  are  entitled  to 
the  assistance  from  the  date  of  their  appli- 
cation, but  now  some  of  these  cases  are  ap- 
parently being  held  up  Iby  somebody  who  is 
not  working  in  the  interest  of  these  poor  old 
people,  and  who  is  putting  every  possible 
obstacle  in  their  way,  in  claiming  to  take 
time  to  find  out  whether  they  really  deserve 
the  assistance  or  not. 

President  FITZGERALD— Well,  can't  the 
matter  be  taken  up  at  the  next  meeting  ? 

Coun.  MoGRATH— No,  I  would  like  to  send 
for  this  man  now.  This  has  been  going  on 
for  two  months,  and  he  has  been  there  in  the 
position  of  a  stool  pigeon.  Let  us  send  for 
him  now. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  a  few  weeks 
ago  a  Committee  on  Public  Welfare  held  a 
meeting  upon  the  order  introduced  by  Councilor 
Dowd  along  this  same  line.  At  that  meeting 
Mr.  Moynihan,  the  Director  of  Public  Welfare, 
appeared  and  assured  the  committee  and  the 
City  Council  that  if  any  cases  were  brought 
to  his  attention  where  it  appeared  that  any 
visitor  was  lax  in  the  least  way  in  his  attend- 
ing to  his  duties  or  performed  them  in  an  im- 
proper manner  as  a  visitor,  or  caused  any 
inconvenience  to  any  applicant  for  old  age 
assistance,  and  those  facts  seemed  to  be  es- 
tablished, he  would  dismiss  him  from  the 
service.  Councilor  Dowd,  myself  and  some 
other  members  of  the  committee  on  that 
date  called  his  attention  to  certain  cases,  and 
Mr.  Moynihan,  after  listening  to  us,  assured 
us  that  any  applicant  for  old  age  assistance 
would  receive  every  consideration  to  which  he 
or  she  was  entitled.  If,  as  stated  by  Councilor 
MeGrath,  this  particular  visitor  has  not  given 
proper  attention  to  any  applicant  or  has  gone 
out  of  his  way  in  an  improper  manner,  I 
certainly  think  that  his  case  would  receive 
immediate  attention  from  Mr.  Moynihan,  be- 
cause, according  to  Mr.  Moynihan's  views,  no 
visitor  should  be  discourteous  to  any  applicant, 

Coun.  MoGRATH— Mr.  President,  let  me  try 
to  cite  one  case  to  show  what  I  am  talking 
about.  A  man  who  was  in  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances until  the  last  depression  and  who 
lost  all  the  money  he  had  at  the  time  of  the 
crash  in  the  stock  market,  about  $100,000,  came 
down  to  my  house  crying,  because  this 
vindictive  Collins  said  he  did  not  deserve  con- 
sideration  because   he   had   steam   heat   in   his 
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house,  and  the  heat  was  on.  I  want  to  know 
why  Collins  Itakes  that  attitude.  I  don't 
want  to  'bring  in  any  names  here,  I  don't 
want  to  imake  trouble  for  any  man,  tout  I  do 
want  to  see  proper  courtesy  and  consideration 
given  to  these  applicants  for  old  age  assistance 
What  does  this  man  do  ?  He  cuts  poor  fel- 
lows clear  down  to  the  bone,  from  $30  to  $20 
for  a  month.  I  say,  don't  let  us  wait  any 
longer.     Let  us  get  at  him  here. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN — I  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man, Mr.  'President.  Let  us  go  into  executive 
meeting  and  take  this   matter  up   today. 

President  FITZGERALD— I  have  just  been 
informed  that  the  man  is  not  available.  That 
being  so,  why  not  take  it  up  later,  when  he 
is  available? 

Coun.  MoGRATH — Mr.  President,  I  didn't 
think  he  would  be  available.  He  got  notice 
that  I  was  going  to  send  for  him.  I  expect 
that  some  of  the  heads  of  departments  will 
be  sick  until  after  the  budget  is  passed  !  He 
knew  I  was  going  to  send  for  him. 

President     FITZGERALD— Be     charitable ! 

Coun.  McGRATH — Yes,  to  the  people  who 
deserve    it. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN — Mr.  President,  I  move 
that   we   go    into    executive. 

President  FITZGERALD— Well,  I  under- 
stand that  we  can't  get  him  to  come  here 
today.  Why  not  refer  the  matter  to  the 
Committee    on    Public    Welfare? 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  if  this 
man  is  on  the  city  pay  roll  and  has  an  inside 
job,  there  is  no  reason  why  he  should  not 
be    available    at    once. 

President  FITZGERALD— He  may  be  out 
visiting. 

Coun.  FINLEY— Well.  Mr.  President.  I 
second  the  motion  that  we  go  into  executive. 
A    serious    charge   has   been    made    here. 

President  FITZGERALD— The  City  Mes- 
senger will  find   if  he  is   available. 

Coun.     MoGRATH — And,-    if     not     available, 
find    out    why    he    is    not    available    and    where 
he    is. 
.   (A  recess  of  twenty  minutes   was   taken.) 


Coun.    AGNEW    in   the  chair. 


Chairman  AGNEW — The  City  Messenger  re- 
ports that  Mr.  Collins  is  not  available  at  the 
present  time.  So  the  matter  brought  up  by 
Councilor  McGrath  will  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Welfare  for  further 
action. 


VALIDITY     OF     ELEVATED     BUS     LINE. 

Coun.    MELLEN    offered    the    following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Law  Department,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  ascertain  the  validity 
of  the  Boston  Elevated  operating  the  exist- 
ing bus  line  which  now  runs  between  City 
square    and    Chelsea   square. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  as  the 
chairman  of  the  Jitney  Committee  has  in- 
dicated, it  has  been  the  custom  of  the  body 
when  a  permit  was  asked  which  affected  the 
constituents  in  a  certain  ward,  to  ask  the 
assent  of  the  councilor  from  that  ward,  and 
to  hold  up  a  permit  to  which  he  felt  that  his 
constituents  objected.  That  is  my  position 
in  this  matter,  as  representing  Charlestown. 
I  know  that  tlhis  line  is  now  running  without 
any  right  at  all.  For  purposes  of  the  record, 
I  may  say  that  the  only  reason  why  I  asked 
to  hold  up  the  permit  was  as  a  club  to  get 
better  service  over  there  in  off  hours.  At 
the  present  time  men  and  women  in  off  hours 
have  to  sometimes  wait  half  an  hour  before 
they   have   a   chance   to   get   a    seat. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


EXPENSES    OF    MAYOR'S    OFFICE. 

Coun.    MELLEN    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,     That      the     Auditing     Department 
submit  to  the  City  Council  an  itemized  account 
of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Mayor's  office 


during  the  past  thirteen  months  and  the 
names  and  addresses  of  the  concerns  or  in- 
dividuals   receiving    payment    by    vouchers. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  this  is 
not  an  order  that  is  simply  put  in  to  catch 
a  few  pennies  here  and  there,  with  the  hope 
that  we  may  occasionally  strike  a  dollar  or 
two.  But  it  seems  to  me  it  is  a  very  im- 
portant matter.  While,  of  course,  the  Mayor 
should  be  allowed  funds  to.  entertain  dis- 
tinguished visitors,  when  we  have  expenditures 
of  $4,000  to  $6,000  a  month  it  seems  only 
proper  and  decent  that  there  should  be  some 
supervision  of  these  monthly  vouchers  from 
the  Mayor's  office.  Some  time  ago  I  in- 
troduced an  order  asking  that  the  Auditing 
Department  send  to  us  a  list  of  all  transfers 
put  through  by  the  Mayor's  office  and  the 
auditor's  office  on  December  15.  So  far  as 
I  know,  unless  the  City  Clerk  can  correct  me, 
we  have  not  received  any  answer  to  that 
request. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


AMENDMENT     OF     ORDINANCE. 

Coun.    SELVITELLA   offered    the   following: 

Ordered,  That  section  25,  chapter  4,  of  the 
City    Ordinances    be    amended    as    follows : 

That  no  salaried  officer  or  employee  of  the 
city,  not  elected  by  popular  vote,  shall  be  an 
officer  of  any  political  caucus  or  a  member  of 
any  political  committee  or  convention,  nor 
shall  any  officer  or  employee  of  the  city,  not 
elected  by  popular  vote,  apply  for,  object  to, 
or  advocate  before  the  legislature,  any  spe- 
cial act  relating  to  the  City  of  Boston,  unless 
expressly  authorized  so  to  do  by  the  mayor 
or  the  city  council.  Nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  as  depriving  any 
salaried  employee  of  the  right  to  advocate 
petition  for,  or  object  to,  any  legislation 
pertinent  to  his  interests. 

Referred   to    the    Committee    on    Ordinances. 


TAX  APPEALS  APPRAISAL  SERVICES. 
Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  and 
Board  of  Assessors  be  respectfully  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider 
such  arrangements  for  expert  appraisal  serv- 
ices in  the  matter  of  appeals  to  the  State 
Board  of  Tax  Appeals  as  will  reduce  or  elimin- 
ate large  expenses  incurred  for  such  pur- 
poses   during    the    past    three    years. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN^Mr.  President,  I  have 
been  led  to  introduce  this  order  because  of 
seeing  the  large  amount  paid  to  a  single  in- 
dividual in  this  matter — Edward  F.  Cassell — 
approximately  $30,000.  I  feel  that  that  is 
too  much  money  to  give  to  one  individual. 
There  are  plenty  of  people  in  the  City  of 
Boston  who  can  do  that  same  work  and,  there- 
fore. I  am  introducing  the  order  to  see  here 
if  the  city  cannot  save  money  on  this  class  of 
expenditure. 

Coun.  MoGRATH — Mr.  President,  I  am  very 
familiar  with  this  situation,  and  I  might  say 
that  this  man  is  one  of  the  leading  real  es- 
tate men  of  the  country.  While  his  fee 
might  seem  extraordinary,  it  does  not  appear 
so  when  you  know  the  work  that  is  necessary 
and  the  work  that  this  particular  man,  work- 
ing sixteen  to  eighteen  hours  a  day  and  em- 
ploying about  ten  people,  two  of  them  engi- 
neers and  graduates  of  Technology,  has  to  do,  in 
order  to  secure  the  information  desired  to 
uphold  the  City  of  Boston  on  its  assessments. 
I  can  recall  one  case  that  was  brought  before 
the  Board  of  Tax  Appeals  with  three  experts 
hired  by  the  City  of  Boston,  and  when  they 
submitted  their  bills  they  were  for  $2,000  each, 
or  a  total  of  $6,000.  This  gentleman  does 
his  work  for  very,  very  much  less  than  that. 
As  I  say,  too,  he  is  one  of  the  leading  experts 
in  the  United  States.  Of  course,  I  would 
personally   like   to   see   the   matter    referred    to 
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some  committee  where  this  gentleman  can 
appear  and  explain  the  character  of  the  work 
that  is  done. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN— Mr.  President,  I  have 
no   objection   to  reference. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


CONFIRMATION     OF     EXECUTIVE     AP- 
POINTMENTS. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,   No.    1   on   the   calendar,   viz. : 

1.  Adtion  on  appointments  submitted  Iby 
the  Mayor  February  8,  1937,  of  Alfonso  Lam- 
biase  and  Harry  Greenbaum,  to  be  Constables 
authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing 
bond. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Mellen  and  Finley.  Whole  num- 
ber of  ballots  17,  yes  9,  no  8,  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


EXPENDITURES  FOR  SNOW  REMOVAL. 
Coun.  SHATTUGK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  City  Council  as  to  what 
sum,  if  any,  has  been  expended  tto  date  for 
snow  removal,  and  whether  since  there  has 
been  no  snow  fall  to  date  the  proposed  budget 
appropriation  of  $400,000  might  not  be  sub- 
stantially cut. 

Coun.  iSHATTUCK-JMr.  President,  last' year 
we  had  an  appropriation  of  $£00,000  for  snow 
removal  and,  as  everyone  knows,  we  had  a 
series  of  very  heavy  snowstorms.  So  far  this 
year  there  has  not  been  any  snow — not  a  trace, 
I   believe,   since  the  first   of   January.     If   we 


have  any  snow  in  March  it  is  likely  to  melt 
quickly  before  it  is  necessary  to  do  much 
shoveling.  I  appreciate  that  there  may  be 
some  snow  in  December,  but  it  would  seem  that 
an  appropriation  of  not  over  half  of  what  was 
required  for  the  very  heavy  snowstorms  of  last 
year  would  cover  our  requirements  for  this 
year.  I  appreciate  the  fact  that  this  estimate 
was  put  in  in  January  and  that  we  might 
have  had  very  heavy  snowstorms  in  February. 
But  February  has  now  ipassed,  we  are  in  the 
month  of  March,  and  so  it  seems  that  there 
might  well  be  a  substantial  cut  made  in  the 
appropriation  allowed  for  this  purpose.  There- 
fore I   make  this  inquiry  of  the  Mayor. 

The  order   was   passed   under  suspension    of 
the  rule. 


W.  P.  A.  TRAFFIC  LIGHT  PROJECT. 

Coun.  TOBIN  offered  the  following  : 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  conferring  with  the 
W.  P.  A.  officials  to  determine  if  a  W.  P.  A. 
project  can  be  undertaken  to  install  traffic 
lights  in  various  sections  of  Boston. 
Passed    under   suspension    of    the    rule. 


THE   NEXT  MEETING. 

Coun.  DOHERTY— (Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  when  we  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  one  week 
from  today.  On  account  of  matters  submit- 
ted by  the  Mayor,  it  is  considered  advisable 
that   we  meet  one   week  from   today. 

The  motion  that  when  the  Council  adjourn 
it  be  to  meet  on  Monday,  March  8,  at  2  p.  m., 
was  declared  carried. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  DOHERTY, 
at  4j12  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  March 
8,  1937,  at  2  p.  m. 


CITY     OP     BOSTON     PBINTINQ     DEPABTMENT 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  March  8,  1937. 
Regular   meeting    of   the   City    Council   in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
FITZGERALD     in     the     chair.     Absent,     Coun. 
Brackman,  Dowd,  Roberts  and  Wilson. 


RELEASE   OF   SURETIES   ON   BONDS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  4,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  submitting  herewith  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  together 
with  a  letter  from  the  Corporation  Counsel  relating 
to  a  proposed  release  of  the  Maryland  Casualty 
Company  from  its  liability  as  surety  on  a  certain 
bond  dated  October  5,  1921,  upon  which  bond  the 
Ballard  Oil  Burning  Equipment  Company  is 
principal. 

The  letters,  with  the  accompanying  order,  are 
self-explanatory  and  I  respectfully  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,' 
January  13,  1937. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

In  accordance  with  the  attached  opinion  of  the 
Corporation  Counsel  regarding  release  of  the 
Maryland  Casualty  Company  from  its  liability  as 
surety  on  street  permit  bond  dated  October  5, 
1921,  the  principal  of  which  is  the  Ballard  Oil 
Burning  Equipment  Company,  I  have  obtained 
the  rider  referred  to  therein  which  has  been  ap- 
proved as  to  form  by  the  Acting  Corporation 
Counsel. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  the  accompanying 
order  be  presented  to  the  City  Council  to  effect 
the  release  desired. 

Respectfully  yours, 

E.  M.  Richardson, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  February  25,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  received  a  memoran- 
dum from   your   office,   dated   January   30,    1937, 
with   which   was   submitted   papers   relating   to   a 
proposed  release  of  Maryland  Casualty  Company 
from   its   liability    as   surety    on   a   certain   bond, 
dated  October  5,  1921,  upon  which  bond  Ballard 
Oil    Burning    Equipment    Company    is    principal. 
The  papers  submitted  are  returned  herewith. 

I  have  been  informed  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  that,  in  connection  with  the  issu- 
ance of  permits  for  street  work  and  on  or  about 
October  5,  1921,  Ballard  Oil  Burning  Equipment 
Company,  as  principal,  and  Maryland  Casualty 
Company,  as  surety,  executed  and  delivered  to 
the  City  of  Boston  a  bond  in  the  penal  sum  of 
$20,000,  upon  the  following  condition: 

"that  if  said  Ballard  Oil  Burning  Equipment 
Company  has  received  or  shall  hereafter  receive, 
any  permit  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  to  occupy,  or  make  an  opening  in,  any 
public  way,  and  shall  faithfully  discharge  and 
perform  every  duty  and  requirement  imposed  by 
statute,  ordinance  or  regulation  upon  persons 
occupying,  or  making  openings  in,  public  ways, 
conform  to  all  directions  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  relating  to  the  work  done  under 
such  permit,  and  pay  all  expenses  and  damages 
incurred  by  the  City  or  recovered  from  it  by 
reason  of  such  occupation,  opening  or  work,  the 
obligation  shall  become  of  no  effect;  otherwise  it 
shall  continue  in  full  force." 
that  subsequently  said  Ballard  Oil  Burning  Equip- 
ment Company  transferred  all  its  assets  to  Arthur 


H.  Ballard,  Inc.,  which  latter  company  assumed 
the  obligations  of  the  former  and  carried  on  its 
business;  that,  on  or  about  February  21,  1927, 
Beacon  Oil  Company,  as  principal,  and  Massa- 
chusetts Bonding  &  Insurance  Company,  as  surety, 
also  in  connection  with  the  issuance  of  permits  for 
street  work,  executed  and  delivered  to  the  City  of 
Boston  a  bond  in  the  penal  sum  of  $20,000  upon 
the  following  condition: 

"that  if  Beacon  Oil  Company  has  received  or 
shall  hereafter  receive  any  permit  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  occupy,  or 
make  an  opening  in,  any  public  way,  and  shall 
faithfully  discharge  and  perform  every  duty  and 
requirement  imposed  by  statute,  ordinance  or 
regulation  upon  persons  occupying,  or  making 
openings  in,  public  ways,  conform  to  all  direc- 
tions of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
relating  to  the  work  done  under  such  permit, 
and  pay  all  expenses  and  damages  incurred  by 
the  city  or  recovered  from  it  by  reason  of  such 
occupation,  opening  or  work,  the  obligation  shall 
become  of  no  effect;  otherwise  it  shall  continue 
in  full  force." 

that  thereafter  the  name  of  Beacon  Oil  Company 
was  changed  to  Colonial  Beacon  Oil  Company 
(Incorporated)  and  Arthur  H.  Ballard,  Inc.,  trans- 
ferred all  its  assets  to  said  Colonial  Beacon  Oil 
Company  (Incorporated),  which  latter  corporation 
assumed  the  obligations  of  Arthur  H.  Ballard, 
Inc.,  and  carried  on  the  business  formerly  carried 
on  by  it  and  that  recently  the  bond  furnished  by 
Beacon  Oil  Company  has  been  amended  so  that 
the  condition  thereof  is  now  as  follows: 

"that  if  Colonial  Beacon  Oil  Company  (In- 
corporated), Ballard  Oil  Burning  Equipment 
Company  or  Arthur  H.  Ballard,  Inc.,  has  re- 
ceived or  shall  hereafter  receive,  any  permit 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to 
occupy,  or  make  an  opening  in,  any  public  way, 
and  shall  faithfully  discharge  and  perform  every 
duty  and  requirement  imposed  by  statute,  or- 
dinance or  regulation  upon  persons  occupying, 
or  making  openings  in,  public  ways,  conform  to 
all  directions  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  relating  to  the  work  done  under  such 
permit,  and  pay  all  expenses  and  damages  in- 
curred by  the  city  or  recovered  from  it  by  reason 
of  such  occupation,  opening  or  work,  the  obliga- 
tion shall  become  of  no  effect;  otherwise  it  shall 
continue  in  full  force." 

Section  16  of  chapter  27  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1925  provides,  with  reference  to  permits 
for  street  work,  in  part,  as  follows: 

"The  commissioner  (of  public  works)  shall  not 
deliver  any  such  permit  to  any  person  for  the 
applicant  therefor  until  he  has  received  from  such 
person  a  certificate  that  a  copy  of  the  permit 
entered  in  a  hook  kept  for  the  purpose,  is  a  cor- 
rect copy  of  the  permit  he  receives,  and  the  appli- 
cant, unless  an  employees  of  the  city  applying  for 
a  permit  for  public  work,  has  given  a  bond  .  .  .; 
and  the  commissioner  may  at  any  time  require  a 
new  bond,  which  shall  be  considered  a  strengthen- 
ing bond,  unless  the  sureties  on  the  former  bond 
or  bonds  are  expressly  released  from  their  liability 
by  vote  of  the  city  council.     .     .     ." 

In  his  letter  to  you  the  commissioner  requests 
that  an  order  be  presented  to  the  City  Council 
releasing  Maryland  Casualty  Company  from  its 
obligations  under  the  bond  above  referred  to, 
dated  October  5,  1921. 

The  performances  secured  by  said  bond  are 
also  secured  by  the  bond  dated  February  21,  1927, 
executed  by  Beacon  Oil  Company  and  Massachu- 
setts Bonding  &  Insurance  Company,  as  recently 
amended,  and  the  inclosed  form  of  order,  if  passed 
by  the  City  Council  and  approved  by  you,  would 
be  sufficient  to  release  the  surety  on  the  earlier 
bond  as  of  and  from  the  date  of  your  approval. 
If  you  are  satisfied  that  the  second  bond  is  suffi- 
cient, I  see  no  objection  to  your  recommending 
and  approving  the  release  of  the  surety  under  the 
earlier  bond.  Apparently  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  is  satisfied  as  to  the  sufficiency  of 
the  later  bond. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Henry  E.  Foley, 
Corporation  Counsel. 

Whereas,  On  October  5,  1921,  Ballard  Oil  Burn- 
ing Equipment  Company,  as  principal,  and  the 
Maryland  Casualty  Company,  as  surety,  fur- 
nished a  bond  to  the  City  of  Boston  for  $20,000, 
the  condition  of  said  bond  being:   "that  if  said 
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Ballard  Oil  Burning  Equipment  Company  has 
received  or  shall  hereafter  receive,  any  permit  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  occupy,  or 
make  an  opening  in,  any  public  way,  and  shall 
faithfully  discharge  and  perform  every  duty  and 
requirement  imposed  by  statute,  ordinance  or 
regulation  upon  persons  occupying,  or  making 
openings  in,  public  ways,  conform  to  all  directions 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relating  to 
the  work  done  under  such  permit,  and  pay  all 
expenses  and  damages  incurred  by  the  city  or 
recovered  from  it  by  reason  of  such  occupation, 
opening  or  work,  the  obligation  shall  become  of 
no  effect;  otherwise  it  shall  continue  in  full  force," 
which  bond  was  deemed  satisfactory  by  T.  F. 
Sullivan,  Commissioner  of  Public  Works;  and  said 
Ballard  Oil  Burning  Equipment  Company  has 
transferred  all  of  its  assets  to  Arthur  H.  Ballard, 
Inc.,  which  carried  on  the  business  formerly  car- 
ried on  by  said  Ballard  Oil  Burning  Equipment 
Company  and  assumed  the  obligations  of  said 
Ballard  Oil  Burning  Equipment  Company;  and 

Whereas,  On  February  21,  1927,  Beacon  Oil 
Company,  as  principal,  and  Massachusetts  Bond- 
ing and  Insurance  Company,  as  surety,  furnished 
a  bond  to  the  City  of  Boston  for  §20,000,  the  con- 
dition of  said  bond  being:  "that  if  Beacon  Oil 
Company  has  received  or  shall  hereafter  receive, 
any  permit  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  to  occupy,  or  make  an  opening  in,  any 
public  way,  and  shall  faithfully  discharge  and  per- 
form every  duty  and  requirement  imposed  by 
statute,  ordinance  or  regulation  upon  persons 
occupying,  or  making  openings  in,  public  ways, 
conform  to  all  directions  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  relating  to  the  work  done  under 
such  permit,  and  pay  all  expenses  and  damages 
incurred  by  the  city  or  recovered  from  it  by  rea- 
son of  such  occupation,  opening  or  work,  the  obli- 
gation shall  become  of  no  effect;  otherwise  it  shall 
continue  in  full  force,"  which  bond  was  deemed 
satisfactory  by  J.  H.  Sullivan,  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works;  the  name  of  said  Beacon  Oil  Com- 
pany has  been  changed  to  Colonial  Beacon  Oil 
Company  (Incorporated)  and  the  condition  of 
said  bond  has  been  amended  by  the  addition  of 
the  words,  "Ballard  Oil  Burning  Equipment  Co. 
or  Arthur  H.  Ballard,  Inc.,"  after  the  words 
" Colonial  Beacon  Oil  Company  (Incorporated"), 
and 

Whereas,  The  said  Arthur  H.  Ballard,  Inc.,  has 
transferred  all  of  its  assets  to  said  Colonial  Beacon 
Oil  Company  (Incorporated),  which  is  carrying  on 
the  business  formerly  carried  on  by  said  Arthur  H. 
Ballard,  Inc.,  and  has  assumed  the  obligations  of 
said  Arthur  H.  Ballard,  Inc.;  now,  therefore, 

Ordered,  That  the  Maryland  Casualty  Com- 
pany, as  surety  on  said  first  bond  dated  October  .3, 
1021,  be,  and  hereby  is,  released  from  its  liability 
thereon,  as  of  and  from  the  date  of  the  approval  of 
this  order  by  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  4,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  submitting  herewith  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  together 
with  a  letter  from  the  Corporation  Counsel  relat- 
ing to  a  proposed  release  of  the  Maryland  Casualty 
Company  from  its  liability  as  surety  on  a  certain 
bond  dated  July  25,  1936,  upon  which  bond  the 
Hanley  Oil  Company,  Incorporated,  is  principal. 

The  letters,  with  the  accompanying  order,   are 
self-explanatory  and  I  respectfully  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

February  3,  1937. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

On  July  26,  1932,  Hanley  Oil  Company,  Inc., 
as  principal  and  the  Employers'  Liability  Assur- 
ance Corporation,  Limited,  as  surety,  furnished 
this  department  with  a  street  permit  bond  in  the 
sum  of  $20,000. 

On  July  25,  1936,  the  same  company  as  principal, 
and  the  Maryland  Casualty  Company  as  surety, 
furnished  another  bond  in  the  same  amount  which 
was  to  supersede  the  previous  bond. 

We  have  received  a  request  for  the  cancellation 
of  the  bond  dated  July  25,  1936,  and  as  there  is 
no  reason  why  we  should  require  two  bonds,  I  see 
no  objection  in  honoring  the  request. 


I  am  attaching  hereto  an  order,  which  is  in  a 
form  satisfactory  to  the  Law  Department,  which 
I   respectfully  suggest   be   presented   to   the   City 
Council  to  effect  the  release  desired. 
Respectfully, 

E.  M.  Richardson, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  February  23,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  received  a  memoran- 
dum from  your  office  dated  February  6,  1937,  with 
which  were  submitted  papers  relating  to  a  proposed 
release  of  Maryland  Casualty  Company  from  its 
liability  as  surety  on  a  certain  bond  dated  July  25, 
1936,  upon  which  bond  Hanley  Oil  Company,  Inc. , 
is  principal.     The  papers  submitted  are  returned 
herewith. 

I  have  been  informed  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  that,  in  connection  with  the  issu- 
ance of  permits  for  street  work  and  on  or  about 
July  26,  1932,  Hanley  Oil  Company,  Inc.,  as 
principal,  and  Employers'  Liability  Assurance 
Corporation,  Limited,  as  surety,  executed  and  de- 
livered to  the  City  of  Boston  a  bond  in  the  penal 
sum  of  $20,000,  upon  the  following  condition: 

"that  if  Hanley  Oil  Company,  Inc.,  has  re- 
ceived or  shall  hereafter  receive,  any  permit 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to 
occupy,  or  make  an  opening  in,  any  public  way, 
and  shall  faithfully  discharge  and  perform  every 
duty  and  requirement  imposed  by  statute,  or- 
dinance or  regulation  upon  persons  occupying, 
or  making  openings  in,  public  ways,  conform  to 
all  directions  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  relating  to  the  work  done  under  such 
permit,  and  pay  all  expenses  and  damages  in- 
curred by  the  city  or  recovered  from  it  by  rea- 
son of  such  occupation,  opening  or  work,  the 
obligation  shall  become  of  no  effect;  otherwise 
it  shall  continue  in  full  force     .     .     ." 

that  subsequently  and  on  or  about  July  25,  1936, 
said  Hanley  Oil  Company.  Inc.,  as  principal,  and 
the  Maryland  Casualty  Company,  as  surety,  exe- 
cuted and  delivered  to  the  City  of  Boston  a  bond 
in  the  sum  of  §20,000  upon  the  same  conditions  as 
those  above  set  forth  and  contained  in  the  bond 
dated  July  26,  1932. 

I  further  ascertained  that  at  the  time  said  second 
bond  was  given,  it  was  proposed  to  request  a  release 
of  the  surety's  obligation  under  the  first  bond. 

Section  16  of  chapter  27  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  L925  provides,  with  reference  to  permits 
for  street  work,  in  part  as  follows: 

"The  commissioner  (of  public  works)  shall  not 
deliver  any  such  permit  to  any  person  for  the 
applicant  therefor  until  he  has  received  from  such 
person  a  certificate  that  a  copy  of  the  permit 
entered  in  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose,  is  a  correct 
copy  of  the  permit  he  receives,  and  the  applicant, 
unless  an  employee  of  the  city  applying  for  a  permit 
for  public  work,  has  given  a  bond  .  .  .  ;  and 
the  commissioner  may  at  any  time  require  a  new 
bond,  which  shall  be  considered  a  strengthening 
bond,  unless  the  sureties  on  the  former  bond  or 
bonds  are  expressly  released  from  their  liability  by 
vote  of  the  city  council 

In  his  letter  to  you  the  Commissioner  requested 
that  an  order  be  presented  to  the  City  Council 
releasing  Maryland  Casualty  Company  from  its 
obligation  under  the  bond  above  referred  to  dated 
July  25,  1936.  He  states  that  such  release  has  now 
been  requested  and  that  he  sees  no  reason  for  re- 
quiring two  bonds  and  that  he  sees  no  objection  to 
complying  with  the  request.  The  performances 
secured  by  said  bond  on  which  the  Maryland 
Casualty  Company  is  surety  are  also  secured  by 
the  bond  dated  July  26,  1932,  executed  by  the 
Employers'  Liability  Assurance  Corporation, 
Limited,  as  surety,  and  the  inclosed  form  of  order, 
if  passed  by  the  City  Council  and  approved  by  you, 
would  be  sufficient  to  release  the  surety  on  the 
earlier  bond  as  of  and  from  the  date  of  your 
approval.  . 

If  you  are  satisfied  that  the  earlier  bond  is 
sufficient  I  see  no  objection  to  your  recommending 
and  approving  the  release  of  the  surety  under  the 
second  bond.  Apparently  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  is  satisfied  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the 
earlier  bond. 

Yerv  truly  yours, 

Henry  E.  Foley, 
Corporation  Counsel. 


MARCH    8,    1937. 
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Whereas,  On  July  26,  1932,  Hanley  Oil  Com; 
pany,  Inc.,  as  principal,  and  the  Employers' 
Liability  Assurance  Corporation,  Limited,  as 
surety,  furnished  a  bond  to  the  City  of  Boston  for 
$20,000,  the  condition  of  said  bond  being:  "that  if 
Hanley  Oil  Company,  Inc.,  has  received  or  shall 
hereafter  receive,  any  permit  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  to  occupy,  or  make  an 
opening  in,  any  public  way,  and  shall  faithfully 
discharge  and  perform  every  duty  and  requirement 
imposed  by  statute,  ordinance  or  regulation  upon 
persons  occupying,  or  making  openings  in,  public 
ways,  conform  to  all  directions  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  relating  to  the  work  done 
under  such  permit,  and  pay  all  expenses  and 
damages  incurred  by  the  city  or  recovered  from  it 
by  reason  of  such  occupation,  opening  or  work, 
the  obligation  shall  become  of  no  effect;  otherwise 
it  shall  continue  in  full  force,"  which  bond  was 
deemed  satisfactory  by  J.  A.  Rourke,  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works;  and 

Whereas,  On  July  25,  1936,  said  Hanley  Oil 
Company,  Inc.,  as  principal,  and  Maryland 
Casualty  Company,  as  surety,  furnished  a  bond 
to  the  City  of  Boston  for  $20,000,  the  condition  of 
said  bond  being  the  same  as  the  condition  of  said 
bond  furnished  on  July  26,  1932,  which  bond  was 
deemed  satisfactory  by  C.  J.  Carven,  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works;  now,  therefore,  ordered, 
That  the  Maryland  Casualty  Company,  as  surety 
on  said  bond  dated  July  25,  1936,  be,  and  hereby  is, 
released  from  its  liability  thereon,  as  of  and  from 
the  date  of  the  approval  of  this  order  by  the  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


COUN.    GALLAGHER   IN   THE   CHAIR. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.; 

Claims. 

Margaret  K.  Adler,  to  be  reimbursed  for  expenses 
incurred  in  removing  roots  of  tree  from  sewer  drain 
at  12  Florence  street,  Roslindale. 

Leo  T.  Carey,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
automobile  by  city  ambulance. 

Elizabeth  Footer,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  automobile  by  city  cart. 

Harold  Baking  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  truck  by  city  truck. 

Martha  Helmsdorff,  for  reimbursement  of  ex- 
penses incurred  in  installing  new  sewer  pipe  at 
38  and  40  Palmer  street,  Roxbury. 

Daniel  J.  Kerr,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execution 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his.  actB  as  em- 
ployee of  Police  Department. 

Daniel  J.  Kerr,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execution 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  em- 
ployee of  Police  Department. 

Jennie  Robichaud,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  foreign  substance  on  sidewalk  at  36 
Temple  place. 

M.  Ross  Company,  for  refund  on  ash  removal 
tickets. 

Mary  Rudman,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  on  8  Common  street. 

Executive. 
Petition    of    Mary    A.    Bailey    for    annuity    on 
account  of  death  of  her  husband,  Dennis  J.  Bailey, 
late  of  Fire  Department. 


SPUR  TRACK,   BEACH   STREET,  WARD  2. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  permit  granted  to  N.  Edwin 
Covel  et  al.  to  lay  down  and  use  spur  track' at 
grade  across  Beach  street,  Ward  2. 

Placed  on  file. 


CHANGE   OF   STREET    NAMES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  that  the  Mayor  had  approved  vote 
of  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  changing  name 
of  streets,  as  follows: 

Eagle  street,  East  Boston,  from  Border  street  to 
Brooks  street;  new  name,  West  Eagle  street. 


From  Chelsea  street  to  about  100  feet  west  of 
Putnam  street;  new  name,  East  Eagle  street, 
same  effective  March  1,  1937. 

Clermont  Street  Footway,  Dorchester  district, 
from  Burt  street  to  Bailey  street;  new  name, 
Helen  F.  Burgess  Footway. 

Albert  street,  South  Boston  district,  from 
Ralston  street  to  Kemp  street;  new  name,  Ralston 
street. 

Huntington  avenue,  Hyde  Park  district,  from 
Clare  avenue  to  Collins  street;  new  name,  Clare 
avenue,  effective  as  of  March  1,  1937. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   ACTING    BUDGET 
COMMISSIONER. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  appointment  by  the 
Mayor  of  Charles  J.  Fox,  City  Auditor,  as  Acting 
Budget  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


SURVEY  OF  TRAFFIC  CONDITIONS,  BLUE 
HILL   AVENUE. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  confer  with  the  Traffic  Commissioner  to  conduct 
an  immediate  survey  of  traffic  conditions  on  Blue 
Hill  avenue  from  Quincy  street  to  Walk  Hill  street, 
Ward  14. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REMOVAL   OF   TREES, 
AVENUE. 


BLUE   HILL 


Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  and  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  confer  as  to  the  advisability  of  remov- 
ing trees  along  Blue  Hill  avenue  from  Washington 
street  to  Walk  Hill  street,  at  certain  intersections, 
with  a  view  of  supplanting  trees  with  street  lights, 
thereby  permitting  a  clearer  view  at  intersections 
which  now  appear  to  be  blind  and  dangerous. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  TRAFFIC  SIGNALS. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $50,000  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the  Traffic 
Commission,  for  traffic  signals,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  issue  and  sell  bonds  of  the  city  to  said 
amount  for  said  purpose. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  say  a  word  in  connection  with  the  various 
orders  here  presented.  Among  the  matters  that 
have  stood  first  and  foremost  in  my  duties  as  City 
Councilor  has  been  that  of  safety  and  protection 
of  the  men,  women  and  children  on  the  public 
highways  of  our  city.  Persistently  have  I  stood 
upon  the  floor  of  this  Council  fighting  and  advo- 
cating the  installation  of  traffic  lights  on  Blue  Hill 
avenue  for  the  protection  and  safety  of  the  lives 
of  pedestrians  and  motorists.  Again  do  I  raise 
my  voice  in  the  interest  of  a  grave  and  vital  prob- 
lem that  confronts  the  residents  of  Roxbury,  Dor- 
chester and  Mattapan  at  the  present  time,  and 
that  is  proper  traffic  control  on  Blue  Hill  avenue. 
Let  me  call  to  your  attention,  gentlemen,  that 
only  last  week  three  persons  lost  their  lives  through 
automobile  accidents  on  the  avenue  within  the 
confines  of  my  ward  and  all  of  them  pedestrians. 
Three  homes  plunged  suddenly  into  the  depths 
of  sorrow  and  despair;  children  made  fatherless; 
mothers  widows.  Just  pircture  the  tragic  results 
and  the  conditions  at  the  homes  of  these  unfor- 
tunate victims.  Who  knows  when  this  condition 
might  strike  at  the  home  of  those  near  and  dear 
to  you  and  me?  According  to  the  report  of  the 
Registrar  of  Motor  Vehicles  last  week,  one-fifth 
of  all  the  deaths  in  Massachusetts  from  automo- 
bile accidents  occurred  on  Blue  Hill  avenue. 
What  will  be  the  death  rate  later  in  the  season 
with  the  increased  motor  traffic  and  the  tremen- 
dous advance  in  the  registration  of  cars  as  we 
approach  the  summer?  How  many  more  lives 
will  be  slaughtered  as  the  year  progresses?  I 
dread  to  think  of  the  appalling  figures  if  the  record 
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of  last  week  is  to  be  any  criterion.  With  the 
present  record  of  deaths  and  minor  accidents  that 
are  occurring  as  a  result  of  motor  vehicle  traffic 
daily,  Blue  Hill  avenue  can  properly  be  termed 
"Death  Valley."  It  is  high  time  that  something 
of  a  practical  nature  was  adopted  and  put  into 
operation  to  stop  the  death  trap  that  now  exists 
along  Blue  Hill  avenue.  The  order  that  I  have 
presented  for  the  appropriation  of  $50,000  for  the 
installation  of  traffic  lights  is  of  vital  importance 
to  the  residents  of  Boston  and  the  Dorchester  dis- 
trict and  should  receive  the  full  cooperation  and 
support  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  the  Traffic 
Commission  and  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works.  The  members  of  the  Boston  City  Coun- 
cil, I  feel  confident,  stand  ready  to  take  every 
precautionary  measure  for  the  protection  and  wel- 
fare of  the  pedestrians.  I  demand  that  an  im- 
mediate survey  be  made  as  to  the  hazardous 
traffic  condition  that  exists  on  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
from  Quincy  street  in  Roxbury  to  Walk  Hill 
street  in  Mattapan,  to  the  end  that  traffic  lights 
be  installed  at  intersections  along  the  said  avenue, 
properly  placed,  so  as  to  eliminate  the  dangers 
that  now  confront  the  residents,  pedestrians  and 
motorists  alike.  I  further  demand  that,  the  trees 
along  the  avenue,  from  Washington  street  to 
Walk  Hill  street,  be  removed  from  the  dark  and 
blind  interesections  and  be  replaced  with  street 
lights.  Blue  Hill  avenue,  as  a  through  thorough- 
fare for  traffic,  is  poorly  illuminated  in  a  greater 
part  of  the  way  and  blinding  in  some  sections. 
Especially  am  I  mindful  of  the  men,  women  and 
children  who  have  occasion  to  come  upon  Blue 
Hill  avenue  and  cross  the  various  intersections 
thereon,  whether  for  the  purpose  of  doing  their 
shopping  on  the  avenue,  which  has  one  of  the 
finest  business  centers  of  any  section  of  suburban 
Boston,  or  for  parents  who  take  their  children  to 
the  public  schools  which  are  either  located  on  the 
avenue  or  on  streets  adjacent  thereto  and  have  to 
cross  over  intersections,  or  for  the  thousands  who 
attend  the  religious  services  at  the  churches  and 
synagogues  —  I  am  led  to  say  that  only  last  week 
Father  Lydon  of  St.  Hugh's  Church,  the  church 
attended  by  Mayor  Mansfield,  communicated 
with  me  in  regard  to  the  dangerous  conditions 
existing  there  —  or  for  those  thousands  who  visit 
and  make  use  of  those  two  great  recreational 
centers  along  the  avenue,  Franklin  1'ark  and 
Franklin  Field,  which  is  a  mecca  not  only  for 
those  residents  of  Dorchester,  but  for  people  from 
all  over  New  England.  Attempting  to  cross  the 
avenue  without  the  proper  traffic  control  system 
finds  men,  women  and  children  constantly  placing 
their  lives  in  jeopardy  with  the  tremendous  flow 
of  motor  vehicle  traffic.  This  public  highway  is 
one  of  the  main  arteries  in  Massachusetts  running 
both  north  and  south.  Wherever  safety  measures 
have  been  taken  with  traffic  light  installations,  we 
have  noted  the  tremendous  reduction  in  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  and  accidents  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, the  complete  elimination  of  them.  Let 
me  in  passing  call  to  your  attention  the  fact  of 
such  a  case  in  connection  with  a  busy  thorough- 
fare. As  an  illustration,  Commonwealth  avenue, 
located  right  in  our  own  city,  where  in  1932,  with- 
out any  traffic  light  control,  there  were  sixteen 
deaths  reported  and  numerous  accidents,  due  to 
motor  vehicle  collisions.  .In  1932,  with  the  in- 
stallation of  traffic  lights  along  that  avenue, 
properly  placed  and  regulated,  not  a  single  death 
was  reported  and  the  number  of  minor  accidents 
were  greatly  reduced  in  number,  and  these  figures 
we  get  from  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission.  I 
say  that  the  pedestrian  traffic  on  Blue  Hill  avenue 
is  a  thousand  per  cent,  yes  five  thousand  per  cent 
greater  than  that  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  and 
surely  the  residents  and  pedestrians  living  in  Dor- 
chester are  entitled  to  the  same  protection  of 
their  lives  as  those  people  on  Commonwealth 
avenue.  Let  me  at  this  time  also  call  to  your 
attention  that  only  recently  the  Boston  Planning 
Board  recommended  the  widening  of  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  from  Dudley  street  up,  to  be  able  to  cope 
with  the  tremendous  increase  in  the  motor  traffic. 
These  men,  who  have  made  a  careful  study  of 
traffic  conditions,  must  also  be  aware  and  alert  to 
the  hazardous  conditions  of  motor  travel  on  the 
avenue.  In  recent  years  we  have  seen  the  elimi- 
nation of  grade  crossings  that  have  greatly  re- 
duced the  loss  of  lives  and,  with  the  cooperation 
of  the  Federal  Government  in  appropriating  funds 
to  the  states,  cities  and  towns,  for  the  elimination 
of  grade  crossings,  this  demonstrates  that  we  have 
become  conscious  of  a  serious  situation  by  alleviat- 
ing the  dangers  on  our  highways.     We  have  a  duty 


to  perform  and  that  is  to  safeguard  the  rights,  the 
safety  and  the  lives  of  those  persons  in  our  com- 
munity so  far  as  humanly  possible  and  whose 
rights  on  the  public  highway  are  paramount. 
Confident  am  I  that  the  members  of  this  body 
stand  ready  to  eliminate  the  slaughter  that  exists 
upon  our  public  highways.  I  call  upon  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  to  join  with  the  Council  and  cooperate 
in  the  effort  to  eliminate  the  slaughter  by  approv- 
ing the  appropriation  of  S50.000  for  the  installa- 
tion of  traffic  lights  in  order  that  we  shall  make 
Boston  and  its  suburbs  a  better  and  safer  place  in 
which  to  live.  This  loan  order  is  not  only  for  the 
protection  of  the  present  generation,  but  will  be 
of  great  benefit  to  future  generations  to  come. 
We  may  build  beautiful  structures,  interesting 
institutions,  and  erect  outstanding  monuments; 
we  may  expend  and  appropriate  thousands  of 
dollars,  yes  even  millions,  but  what  better  monu- 
ment can  we  erect  than  that  of  traffic  lights  dedi- 
cated to  save  the  lives  and  promote  the  safety  of 
the  public  in  general.  How  many  of  those  families 
whose  breadwinners  have  been  slaughtered  on  our 
highways  in  recent  years  have  had  to  resort  and 
turn  to  the  Public  Welfare  Department  for  aid 
and  assistance?  How  many  thousands  of  dollars 
have  been  expended  on  the  relief  given  to  the 
families  of  those  unfortunate  victims?  The  spend- 
ing of  the  S-50,000  called  for  in  this  order  for  the 
installation  of  traffic  lights  will  unquestionably 
pay  dividends  not  only  in  the  saving  of  lives,  but 
also  in  reducing  any  future  increase  in  the  welfare 
rolls  that  might  be  occasioned  by  the  victims  of 
slaughter  on  our  highways.  Let  as,  therefore,  all 
stand  united  in  the  army  of  good  will  to  once  and 
for  all  time  eliminate  the  dangers  now  prevalent 
on  our  highways  by  the  installation  of  traffic  lights 
to  guide  the  motorists  in  their  safeguard  of  the 
welfare  of  the  lives  of  the  pedestrians. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 


INCREASE   OF   CERTAIN    PENSIONS. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legislation  to 
authorize  the  city  to  increase  the  pensions  of 
Fred  G.  Trask.  Edward  C.  McKinnon  and  Lindell 
Cleveland,  police  officers  retired  on  account  of 
injuries  received  in  the  performance  of  duty,  from 
S600  a  year  to  51,050  a  year,  provided,  that  such 
legislation  includes  a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAYING   OF   HARVEST   STREET. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That     the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Harvest  street. 
Ward  7. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT    OF    AID    TO    SOLDIERS     AND 
SAILORS. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston  for 
the  month  of  March. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


PAYMENT   TO    NORA    MADDEN. 

Coun.  FINLEY  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing  the 
payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  Nora  Madden  for 
the  murder  of  her  son.  John  J.  Madden,  whose 
death  occurred  on  April  21,  1934,  while  in  the 
custody  of  the  Boston  Police  Department,  Station 
10,  Roxbury  Crossing.  Massachusetts,  provided 
that  said  legislation  includes  a  referendum  to  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MARCH    8,    1937. 
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ISLAND   AT   EGLESTON   SQUARE. 

Coun.  KILROY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  confer  with  the  Transit  Commissioner,  the 
Traffic  Commissioners  and  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  so  that  the  removal  of  the  steps  at 
the  island  at  Egleston  square  may  also  make 
possible  the  removal  of  the  island  itself,  or  at 
least,  reducing  the  size  of  the  island  to  the  absolute 
minimum  and  thereby  reduce  the  possibility  of 
serious  accidents  and  congested  traffic. 

Coun.  KILROY— Mr.  President,  I  have  re- 
ceived assurances  from  Mr.  Dana  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  that  this  island  will  be  removed  in  the 
next  few  weeks,  and  this  order  proposes  coopera- 
tion between  the  Transit  Commissioners,  the 
Traffic  Commissioners  and  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  .Works  to  see  if  the  serious  traffic  condi- 
tion existing  at  that  point  may  not  be  relieved. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.40  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  to  take  a  recess 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  Council 
reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  3.10  p.  m., 
Coun.  GALLAGHER  in  the  chair. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  March  1)  for  transfer  of  $300  for  purpose 
of  maintaining  through  current  year  mosquito 
control  work  as  estimated  and  certified  to  by  State 
Reclamation  Board,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
Reserve  Fund — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  16,  nays  0. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  March  1)  to  amend  grant  re  agreement  for 
Public  Works  Project  for  police  communications 
system — that  same  ought  to  pass. • 

Report  accepted:  said  order  passed,  yeas  16, 
nays"  0. 

3.  Report  on  order  (referred  March  1)  that 
Corporation  Counsel  and  Board  of  Assessors  be 
requested  to  consider  such  arrangements  for  expert 
appraisal  services  in  matter  of  appeals  to  State 
Board  of  Tax  Appeals  as  will  reduce  large  expenses 
such  as  incurred  during  past  three  years — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN— Mr.  President,  I  offer  this 
order  in  addition  to  the  previous  order. 

Order,  That  the  President  appoint  a  special 
committee  of  the  City  Council  to  investigate  the 
employment  of  certain  experts  engaged  by  the 
city  to  advise  and  appraise,  on  matters  before  the 
State  Tax  Appeals  Board. 

Passed,  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  offered  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  James  Hooley  (referred 
February  15)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of 
judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts 
as  operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  Public 
Works  Department,  Paving  Service — recommend- 
ing passage  of  the  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seventy-five  dollars  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  James  Hooley  in  reimburse- 
ment for  amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him  on 
account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle 
belonging  to  the  Public  Works  Department, 
Paving  Service,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Reserve  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


FIVE-CENT   FARE,   WEST   ROXBURY. 

Coun.  FINLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated Railway  be  requested,   through   his  Honor 
the    Mayor,    to    establish    a   five-cent    fare    with 


transfer  privilege  from  outside  the  Forest  Hills 
Station  to  all  points  in  West  Roxbury  and  Roslin- 
dale,  and  return. 

Coun.  FINLEY — Mr.  President,  I  have  intro- 
duced this  order  as  a  possible  solution  of  the  situa- 
tion right  there,  to  offset  the  system  that  the 
Boston  Elevated  recently  adopted,  whereby 
people  who  have  occasion  to  use  the  new  Roslindale- 
Weld  street- West  Roxbury  bus  line,  and  also  the 
LaGrange-Lamont  street  bus  line,  are  suffering 
considerable  inconvenience.  The  company  has 
recently  adopted  a  system  whereby  a  person  who 
has  occasion  to  transfer  from  a  Charles  River  car 
to  the  bus  connecting  either  with  the  Weld  street 
bus  line  or  the  La  Grange  street  bus  line,  finds  it 
necessary  to  go  to  the  extreme  end  of  the  Forest 
Hills  terminal  lower  level  to  secure  that  transfer. 
That  is  creating  a  great  deal  of  inconvenience  to 
hundreds  of  people  who  have  to  use  tha  t  service.  I 
have  already  made  a  protest  to  the  General 
Manager  and  trustees,  in  view  of  the  great  nuirfber 
of  protests  I  have  received,  and  I  believe,  there- 
fore, that  this  order  is  particularly  appropriate  at 
this  time.  As  a  solution,  I  believe  the  Elevated 
officials  should  grant  a  five-cent  transfer  to  the 
people  in  Roslindale  and  the  West  Roxbury  district 
who  may  have  occasion  to  ride  back  and  forth. 
The  contention  of  the  Elevated  officials  seems  to  be 
that  there  is  great  misuse  of  the  transfer  privilege 
and  that  people  who  receive  transfers  hand  them 
over  to  somebody  else  to  use  the  buses,  either  at 
Roslindale  square  or  La  Grange  street.  I  contend, 
however,  that  the  legitimate  car  riders  and  resi- 
dents of  that  great  section,  who  are  property 
owners  and  who  are  not  only  paying  an  exorbitant 
tax  at  the  present  time  but  also  helping  to  pay 
the  deficit  under  which  the  Elevated  operates, 
should  be  given  every  consideration.  I  feel  that 
this  will  be  a  solution  of  the  controversy  that  exists 
at  the  present  time.  I  sincerely  trust  that  this 
order  will  pass  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  EXECUTIVE  APPOINT- 
MENTS. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,  Nos.  1  and  2  on  the  calendar: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  March  1,  1937,  of  Edward  J.  Mulligan,  Jr., 
Andrew  L.  Wessing.  and  Warren  F.  Horan,  to  be 
Constables  authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon 
filing  bond. 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  March  1,  1937,  of  Arthur  O.  Young,  Jr., 
and  Francis  Zebal,  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal;  Frank 
Curley,  Sydney  Erickson  and  Thomas  Sheehan, 
to  be  Weighers  of  Goods;  and  Stanley  A.  Richards, 
to  be  a  Weigher  of  Beef. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation  of  the  ap- 
pointments. Committee,  Coun.  Agnew  and 
Mellen.  Whole  number  of  ballots  15,  yeas  8, 
nays  7,  and  the  appointments  were  confirmed. 


NEW  CITY   HALL. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider 
the  advisability  of  frankly  informing  the  citizens 
of  Boston  regarding  the  outlook  for  a  new  City 
Hall. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  on  February 
9,  1934,  Mayor  Mansfield  favored  a  new  City 
Hall,  claiming  there  was  no  need  for  a  new  Surgical 
Building.  Three  days  later  the  Mayor  changed 
his  mind,  saying  there  was  "pressing  need"  for  a 
Surgical  Building.  December  9,  1935,  the  Mayor 
requested  $60,000  for  architects'  fees  to  build  a 
new  City  Hall.     Three  weeks  later,  December  29, 

1935,  the  Mayor  changed  his  mind,  claiming  a 
new  City  Hall  would  mean  a  "breakdown  in  city 
finances,"    "payless    pay    days."     September    25, 

1936,  the  Mayor  revived  the  new  City  Hall  idea. 
November  11,  1936,  he  publicly  announced  that 
Federal  aid  of  $1,125,000  was  certain.  January 
23,  1937,  after  conferring  with  the  President  he 
reported,  "prospects  good."  February  15,  1937, 
he  publicly  announced  there  would  be  no  new 
City  Hall  because  the  Federal  Government  de- 
manded that  50  per  cent  of  the  labor  come  from 
union  rolls  and  the  city  could  not  afford  this.  A 
second  press  release  stated  that  the  Mayor  wouldn't 
consider  anything  but  union  labor  anyway.     Feb- 
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ruary  17v  1937,  the  Mayor  reported  "chances 
slim."  Six  times  the  Mayor  changed  his  mind. 
The  seventh  is  due  anytime.  Tie  that  one  for 
"political  flip-flopping."  Are  the  voters  of  Boston 
to  be  fooled  again  in  November? 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PREFERENCE   TO    FORMER   EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider  the 
advisability  of  placing  back  on  the  city  pay  rolls, 
at  least  giving  preference  in  employment  to  re- 
liable city  employees  let  go  during  the  first  part  of 
his  administration. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  have  put  in 
this  order  again  hoping  that  these  employees, 
some  of  whom  had  been  for  twenty-five  to  thirty- 
five  years  in  the  service  of  the  city,  might  be  put 
back  on  the  city  pay  roll  and  being  given  prefer- 
ence, at  least,  to  others,  when  a  chance  for  em- 
ployment arises. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


MAGNOLIA    STREET,   WARD    14. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  Magnolia  street, 
between  Intervale  street  and  Lawrence  avenue. 
Ward  14. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


STANDARDS   FOR   OIL  TRUCK   DRIVERS. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  is  in 
favor   of   trie   standards   requested   by   the   union 
governing  the  oil  truck  drivers,  for  better  wages 
and  shorter  hours. 


Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  the  union 
embracing  these  trucks  drivers  is  agitating  for 
better  wages  and  shorter  hours.  I  know  of  several 
eases  where  truck  drivers  driving  for  non-union 
companies  are  forced  to  work  up  to  eighteen  hours 
a  day,  with  a  six-day  week.  I  think,  therefore,  the 
Council  may  well  go  on  record  as  favoring  a  resolu- 
tion of  this  kind. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules. 


LEGALITY   OF   OIL   CONTRACTS. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  decide 
on  the  legality  of  cancelling  all  oil  contracts  entered 
into  by  the  City  of  Boston  with  oil  companies  who 
refuse  to  agree  to  the  requests  of  union  oil  truck 
drivers  for  better  wages  and  shorter  hours. 

Coun.  MELLEN— Mr.  President,  I  have  intro- 
duced this  order  because  high  sounding  sentiments 
and  well  expressed  ideas  mean  nothing  to  the 
average  employment  man  or  board  of  directors  of 
any  corporation.  Therefore  I  think  this  is  a  good 
time  to  get  an  opinion  from  the  Law  Department 
which  may  possibly  be  used  as  a  club  over  non- 
union concerns  who  employ  drivers. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


Coun.  MELLEN  moved  that  the  City  Messenger 
be  instructed  to  request  Director  Moynihan  of 
Public  Welfare  to  appear  before  the  Council  at 
its  next  meeting,  March  15,  at  2.30  p.  m.,  bring- 
ingwith  him  the  visiton(Mr.  Collins)for  questioning. 

The  motion  was  carried. 


Adjourned  at  3.56  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
NORTON,  to  meet  on  Monday,  March  15,  1937, 
at  2  p.  in. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  March  15,  1937. 
Regular   meeting   of    the   City   Council   in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
FITZGERALD  in  the  chair  and  all  the  members 
present  except  Coun.  Kilroy. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following: 

Louis  Richmond  of  111  Waumbeck  street, 
Roxbury,  and  Wilbur  F.  Lewis  of  645  East  Third 
street,  South  Boston,  constables  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1937,  authorized  to  serve  civil  process 
upon  filing  bond. 

Weighers  of  Goods:  Felix  X.  Berry,  757  Saratoga 
street,  East  Boston,  Mass.;  Edward  Charbonneau, 
113  State  street,  Boston,  Mass.;  Michael  J. 
Stroiney,  700  Tremont  street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Weighers  of  Coal:  Bruce  West,  Oak  street,  East 
Natick,  Mass.;  Harry  T.  Harland,  18  Becket 
street,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


SALE   OF   WEST   ROXBURY   LAND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  15,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  submitting  herewith  an  order 
authorizing  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to 
sell  at  public  auction  a  certain  parcel  of  land  at 
Centre  street  and  Quinn  way,  West  Roxbury,  at  a 
minimum  price  of  $300.  The  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners have  voted  that,  in  their  opinion,  the 
land  is  no  longer  required  for  public  purposes. 

I  respectfully  recommend  adoption  of  this  order 
by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Whereas,  By  deed  dated  April  25,  1851,  and 
recorded  with  Norfolk  Deeds,  Book  201,  page  28, 
a  certain  parcel  of  land  situate  on  the  southeasterly 
side  of  Centre  street  in  that  part  of  Boston  called 
West  Roxbury  was  conveyed  by  Edward  Richards 
to  the  City  of  Roxbury;  and 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Roxbury  by  deed  dated 
December  24,  1851,  recorded  with  Norfolk  Deeds, 
Book  206,  page  198,  conveyed  the  said  parcel  of 
land  with  the  building  thereon  to  the  town  of  West 
Roxbury;  and 

Whereas,  By  an  order  of  the  City  Council,  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor  of  Boston  December  29, 
1906,  the  said  parcel  of  land  was  transferred  to  the 
care  and  custody  of  the  Park  Department  of  the 
City  of  Boston;  and 

Whereas,  By  a  resolve  and  order  of  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  of  the  City  of,  Boston,  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor  of  Boston  November  1,  1918, 
a  portion  of  the  said  parcel  of  land  was  taken  for 
the  widening  of  Centre  street;  and 

Whereas,  The  Park  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston  no  longer  needs  the  remaining  portion  of 
said  premises  for  public  purposes;  now,  therefore, 
it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  they  hereby  are, 
authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  to  sell  at  public  auction,  at  a  minimum 
price  of  three  hundred  dollars  ($300) ,  all  the  right, 
title  and  interest  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  and  to 
the  following  described  parcel  of  land,  namely: 

A  certain  parcel  of  land  situate  on  the  north- 
easterly side  of  Centre  street,  in  that  part  of  Boston 
called  West  Roxbury,  bounded: 

Northwesterly  by  Centre  street,  twenty  and 
93-100  feet;  northwesterly  by  land  supposed  to 
belong,  now  or  formerly,  to  Holbrook,  trustee,  sixty- 
five  and  37-100  feet;  southeasterly  by  land  sup- 


posed to  belong,  now  or  formerly,  to  Frank  P. 
Clark,  twenty  and  5-100  feet;  southwesterly  by 
Quinn  way,  so  called,  fifty-nine  and  79-100  feet; 

Containing  1,282  square  feet  of  land,  more  or 
less,  and  to  execute  and  deliver  a  written  instru- 
ment satisfactory  to  the  Law  Department  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  conveying  to  the  purchaser  of  said 
premises  at  the  said  auction  sale  all  the  right,  title 
and  interest  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  and  to  the  said 
above  described  premises  upon  payment  to  the 
City  of  Boston  of  the  price  bid  therefor  at  said 
auction. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


Coun.  GALLAGHER  in  the  chair. 

APPROPRIATION   FOR   CEMETERY    DIVI- 
SION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  8,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  the  preparation  of  the  1937 
budget  provision  was  made,  as  in  1936,  that 
$40,000  of  the  maintenance  expenses  of  the  Ceme- 
tery Division  of  the  Park  Department  should  be 
charged  against  income  of  the  Cemetery  Fund. 
Before  this  income  can  be  utilized  it  is  necessary 
that  an  appropriation  be  made.  I  accordingly 
submit  herewith,  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  chapter  117  of  the  Acts  of  1913,  an  order 
providing  for  the  appropriation  from  the  income 
of  the  Cemetery  Fund  in  the  sum  of  $40,000,  the 
same  to  be  utilized  in  meeting  maintenance  ex- 
penses of  the  Cemetery  Division,  and  respectfully 
recommend  adoption  of  this  order  by  your  Honor- 
able Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
117,  Acts  of  1913,  the  sum  of  $40,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the 
Cemetery  Fund,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for  Cemetery  Division, 
Maintenance  and  Improvement,  $40,000. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


FRANCHISE    OF   UNION    FREIGHT    RAIL- 
ROAD. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  8,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Corporation  Counsel  relative  to  your 
order  of  January  25  concerning  the  franchise  of  the 
Union  Freight  Railroad  Company. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  .Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  March  6,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  received  a  memo- 
randum from  your  office  with  which  was  sub- 
mitted a  copy  of  the  following  order  passed  by  the 
City  Council: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Boston  City  Council 
request  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  request  the 
Corporation  Counsel  to  submit  to  the  Boston  City 
Council  a  copy  of  the  Franchise  of  the  Union 
Freight  Railroad  Company." 

You  have  asked  me  to  comply  with  this  request. 

Union  Freight  Railroad  Company  was  incorpo- 
rated under  and  by  virtue -of  the  provisions  of 
chapter  342  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1872.  Section 
1  of  said  chapter,  dealing  in  part  with  locations,  has 
twice  been  amended,  once  by  section  1  of  chapter 
430  of  the  Acts  of  1901  and  once  by  chapter  92 
of  the  Acts  of  1930.  Section  2  of  said  chapter 
342  was  repealed  and  section  3  was  amended  by 
chapter  229  of  the  Acts  of  1876. 

Submitted  herewith  is  a  copy  of  said  chapter 
as  most  recently  amended  as  aforesaid  and  a  copy 
of  chapter  229  of  the  Acts  of  1876. 

We  have  been  advised  by  the  office  of  the  City 
Clerk  that  the  records  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
show  that  the  following  locations,  additional  to 
those  granted  by  section   1   of  said  chapter  342, 
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have  been  granted  to  Union  Freight  Railroad 
Company  by  said  Board  of  Aldermen  in  accord- 
ance with  the  authority  conferred  on  it  by  said 
section  1  and  that  said  locations  have  not  since 
been  revoked. 

December  2,  1872.  In  and  over  Eastern  ave- 
nue from  the  Commercial  street  tracks. 

December  10,  1877.  Curved  track  from  Com- 
mercial street  to  Union  Wharf. 

May  12,  1878.  Curved  track  from  Commercial 
street  to  Constitution  Wharf. 

October  25,  1880.  An  additional  track,  Com- 
mercial street,  Atlantic  avenue  to  Charter  street. 

August  8,  1881.  Change  in  location  of  tracks 
on  Causeway  street,  between  Prince  and  Hanover 
streets. 

November  15,  1887.  A  side  track  (additional), 
227  to  293  Commercial  street. 

June  25,  1890.  From  Commercial  street  along 
Sargent's  Wharf. 

June  20,  1893.     At  Battery  Wharf. 

December  20,  1894.  From  Commercial  street 
to  wharf  at  529  Commercial  street. 

September  25,  1895.  From  Commercial  street 
to  wharf  at  583  Commercial  street. 

October  29,  1895.  From  Atlantic  avenue  to 
north  side  of  Commercial  Wharf. 

June  16,  1896.  From  Commercial  street  to 
wharf  at  441  Commercial  street. 

September  26,  1899.  Atlantic  avenue,  from 
Dewey  square  to  Foster's  Wharf,  position  of  tracks 
changed. 

September  21,  1906.  Commercial  street,  north 
side  of  Union  Wharf. 

We  have  also  been  advised  by  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  that  the  following  additional 
locations  have  been  granted  by  said  Street  Com- 
missioners, in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
said  section  1  and  section  28  of  chapter  486  of  the 
Acts  of  1909,  and  that  said  locations  have  not 
been  revoked. 

June  12,  1911.  Curved  track  from  Commercial 
street,  opposite  Lime  alley. 

March  9,  1918.  From  Atlantic  avenue  over 
Northern  avenue. 

May  5,  1925.  Additional  track,  Atlantic 
avenue. 

July  22,  1930.  Tracks  across  street,  Atlantic 
avenue. 

April  1,  1932.  Commercial  street,  tracks  across 
street. 

April  26,  1933.     Commercial  street,  spur  track. 

October  31,  1935.  Commercial  street,  side 
track. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Henry  E.  Foley, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

Chapter  229,  Acts  of  1876.  An  Act  Author- 
izing Certain  Railroad  Corporations  to 
Hold  Stock  in  the  Union  Freight  Rail- 
way Company. 
Section  1.  Any  railroad  corporation  now  or 
hereafter  having  a  terminus  in  Boston,  may  pur- 
chase and  hold  stock  in  the  Union  Freight  Rail- 
way Company:  provided,  that  John  D.  Bates,  at 
present  a  stockholder  in  the  Union  Freight  Rail- 
way Company,  or  in  case  of  his  decease,  his 
personal  representatives,  may  at  any  time,  within 
one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  tender  to 
any  corporation  owning  shares  in  said  company 
a  valid  transfer  and  conveyance  of  all  his  shares 
of  stock,  and  that  such  corporation,  upon  such 
tender,  shall  pay  to  said  Bates,  or  in  case  of  his 
decease,  to  his  personal  representatives,  a  sum  of 
money  equal  to  the  par  value  of  the  shares  of 
stock  tendered  as  aforesaid;  and  provided,  further, 
that  said  Union  Freight  Railway  Company  shall 
charge  to  and  receive  of  corporations  holding 
shares  of  its  capital  stock,  no  other  rates  and 
charges  for  carriage  of  freight  than  are  charged  to 
and  received  of  other  corporations  and  individuals. 
Section  2.  Any  railroad  corporation  whose 
road  meets  the  road  of  the  Union  Freight  Railway 
Company,  may  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the 
board  of  aldermen  of  Boston,  enter  upon,  unite 
its  road  with  and  use  the  road  of  the  Union  Freight 
Railway  Company  for  the  transportation  of 
freight;  in  which  case  both  corporations  shall  be 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  sections  one  hundred 
sixty-five,  one  hundred  sixty-six  and  one  hundred 
sixty-seven  of  chapter  three  hundred  seventy-two 
of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy -four,  and  all  the  other  provisions  of  said 
chapter  applicable  to  freight  railways  and  regulat- 
ing rates  of  freight  and  freight  accommodations 
for   the  public   shall   be  applicable   to   the   Union 


Freight  Railway  Company.  The  cars  on  said  road 
may  be  drawn  by  Bteam  power,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  board  of  aldermen. 

Section  3.  Nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall 
be  construed  as  affecting  the  legal  rights  of  the 
Commercial  Freight  and  Marginal  Freight  railway 
companies. 

Section  4.  The  second  section  of  chapter 
three  hundred  and  forty-two  of  the  acts  of  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-two  is  hereby 
repealed;  and  the  third  section  of  said  chapter  is 
amended  by  striking  out  the  word  "five"  and 
inserting  instead  thereof  the  words  "three  and  a 
half." 

Section  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its 
passage. 

[Approved  April  28,  1876. 

Chapter  312  of  the  Special  Acts  of   1872. 
The    Union    Freight     Railroad    Company    was 
incorporated  under  chapter  342  of  the  Special  Acts 
of  1872,  which  as  most  recently  amended  provides 
as  follows: 

Section  1.  George  B.  Upton.  Percival  L. 
Everett.  Henry  S.  Russell,  their  associates  and 
successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation  by  the 
name  of  the  Union  Freight  Railroad  Company,  for 
the  purpose  of  locating,  constructing,  maintaining 
and  operating  a  railroad,  for  public  use  in  the  con- 
veyance of  freight  only,  with  convenient  single  or 
double  tracks,  between  the  terminal  points  of  the 
several  steam  railroads  entering  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  extending  in  and  through  such  portions  of  the 
following  streets  as  may  be  necessary  for  that 
purpose,  namely.  Causeway  street  (from  the  south- 
westerly line,  extended,  of  Haverhill  street  to 
Commercial  street),  Commercial  street,  Atlantic- 
avenue  and  Cove  street  and  upon  and  over  such 
other  streets  as  the  board  of  aldermen  of  said  city 
may  from  time  to  time  determine,  on  the  petition 
of  said  corporation;  with  the  right  also  to  con- 
struct, use  and  maintain  side  tracks  from  its  main 
tracks  to  any  wharf  or  wharves  or  warehouses, 
when  requested,  in  writing,  so  to  do  by  a  majority 
in  interest  of  the  owners  or  occupants  of  such 
wharves  or  warehouses;  provided,  however,  that 
no  side  track  shall  be  laid  upon  a  public  street  to 
any  wharf  or  warehouse  without  the  approval  of 
the  board  of  aldermen;  and  provided,  also,  that 
the  rails  for  said  tracks  shall  be  of  such  pattern, 
suitable  for  railway  freight  cars  in  common  use, 
as  the  board  of  aldermen  may  prescribe.  Said 
corporation  shall  have  all  the  powers  and  privileges 
and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and 
liabilities  set  forth  in  all  general  laws  which  now 
are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  force  relating  to  street 
railway  corporations,  and  to  other  railroad  cor- 
porations, so  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable. 
Section  2.      Repealed. 

Sec- Hun  3.  Said  corporation  shall  have  the 
power  to  fix  and  collect  such  tolls  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  freight  as  they  may  from  time  to  time  deem 
expedient:  provided,  that  said  rates  shall  only  be 
sufficient  to  pay  the  reasonable  and  necessary 
expenses  of  said  corporation,  and  to  pay  a  divi- 
dend of  three  and  one-half  per  centum  semi- 
annually upon  the  actual  cost  of  the  construction 
and  equipment  of  its  road. 

Section  4.  Said  corporation  may,  within  its 
authorized  limits,  and  for  the  purposes  of  this  act. 
enter  upon  and  use  any  part  of  the  tracks  of  any 
other  street  railroad,  and  may  suitably  strengthen 
and  improve  such  tracks;  and  if  the  corporations 
cannot  agree  upon  the  manner  and  conditions  of 
such  entry  and  use,  or  the  compensation  to  be 
paid  therefor,  the  same  shall  be  determined  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  thirty- 
eighth  section  of  chapter  three  hundred  and 
eighty-one  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and    seventy-one. 

Section  5.  The  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 
tion shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

Section  6.  Said  corporation  shall,  within  four 
months  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  take  the 
tracks,  or  any  part  thereof,  of  the  Marginal 
Freight  Railway  Company,  subject  to  the  laws 
relating  to  the  taking  of  land  by  railroad  com- 
panies and  the  compensation  to  be  made  therefor. 
Section  7.  Chapter  one  hundred  and  seventy 
of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven,  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Marginal 
Freight  Railway  Company,  and  so  much  of  chapter 
four  hundred  and  sixty-one  of  the  acts  of  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  as  relates 
to  said  Marginal  Freight  Railway  Company,  are 
hereby  repealed. 
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Section  8.  The  corporate  powers  conferred  by 
this  act  shall  cease,  unless  within  one  year  from  the 
date  of  its  passage  the  Union  Freight  Railroad 
Company  shall  have  constructed  a  track  or  tracks, 
in  suitable  condition  for  use,  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  this  act,  connecting  one  or  more  of  the 
steam  railroads  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  city  of 
Boston  with  one  or  more  of  the  steam  railroads  on 
the  southerly  side  of  said  city:  provided,  however, 
that  the  board  of  railroad  commissioners  may  at 
their  discretion  extend  the  time  herein  allowed  for 
building  the  road  for  a  further  period  not  exceeding 
one  year,  on  sufficient  cause  shown. 

Section  9.  The  provisions  of  this  act,  and  the 
franchise,  rights,  powers,  privileges,  duties  and 
liabilities  of  the  corporation  established  under  this 
act  may  be  altered,  amended  or  repealed,  and  the 
legislature  may  annul  or  dissolve  said  corporation. 

Section  10.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its 
passage. 

Placed  on  file. 


TAX   ABATEMENTS   OVER   $10,000. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  8,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Assessors  relative  to  your 
order  of  February  15,  1937,  concerning  a  statement 
of  tax  abatements  of  $10,000  or  over  granted 
during  1936. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Assessing  Department,  March  8,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir,— Replying  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  under  date  of  February  15,  requesting  that 
the  Board  of  Assessors,   through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  furnish   to  the  City  Council  a  complete 
statement  of  all  tax  abatements  of  $10,000  or  over 
granted  during  1936,  I  beg  to  reply  that  the  State 
Commissioner  of  Corporations  and  Taxation  has 
advised  the  assessors  that  they  have  not  a  legal 
right  to  furnish  this  information.     The  books  are 
.  public  records  and  open  to  the  City  Council  and  the 
public  and  the  assessors  would  be  glad  to  exhibit 
the  books  for  such  information  as  is  desired. 

With  respect  to  furnishing  a  statement  of  all  of 
the  abatements,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the 
Tax  Commissioner's  letter  under  date  of  March  4, 
copy  of  which  is  attached. 

As  similar  requests  have  been  made  upon  other 
assessing  bodies  in  the  state,  it  is  the  opinion  of 
the  commissioner  that  the  same  policy  should  be 
pursued  in  all  circumstances.  I  am  advised  that 
the  assessors  of  Medford  and  Waltham  have  had 
similar  requests  and  that  their  replies  have  been, 
upon  the  advice  of  the  Tax  Commissioner,  in  sub- 
stance as  contained  in  his  letter  herewith. 
Respectfully, 

Board  op  Assessors, 
E.  T.  Kelly,  Chairman. 
John  C.  L.  Dowlinq. 
Placed  on  file. 


NUMBER   OF  TAX  TITLES   TO   BE 
REDEEMED. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  8,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  City  Collector  relative  to  your  order 
of  March  1,  1937,  concerning  the  total  number  of 
tax  titles  to  be  redeemed  but  not  yet  entered  in  the 
Land  Court. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Collecting  Department,  March  8,  1937. 
Office  of  the  Mayor, 

City  Hall,  Boston. 
Attention  Mr.  Gilmore. 

Gentlemen, — Reference  is  made  to  an  order  of 
the  City  Council,  dated  March  1,  1937,  wherein 
they  request  that  the  collector  "advise  the  City 


Council  forthwith  as  to  the  total  number  of  tax 
title  parcels  to  be  redeemed  but  not  yet  entered  in 
the  Land  Court." 

On  March  1,  1937,  the  city  held  9,453  tax  titles 
that  had  not  been  redeemed.  I  am  informed  by 
the  Law  Department  that  they  have,  of  those, 
approximately  750  pieces  that  have  been  entered 
in  the  court  for  foreclosure. 

Therefore  there  is  approximately  8,703  tax 
titles  to  be  redeemed  but  not  yet  entered  in  the 
Land  Court. 

Yours  very  truly, 

John  F.  Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION     FOR     ROBERT     GOULD 
SHAW   SCHOOL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  8,  1937. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — On  July  6,  1934,  your  Honorable 
Body  approved  the  P.  W.  A.  project  of  constructing 
an  addition  to  the  Robert  Gould  Shaw  School  in 
the  West  Roxbury  district.  The  Emergency 
Finance  Board,  however,  cut  down  the  amount 
approved  for  said  project  and  the  Department  of 
School  Buildings,  therefore,  found  it  necessary  to 
omit  the  gymnasium  and  assembly  hall  from  its 
construction  program  for  said  addition.  The 
School  Committee  now  urges  the  completion  of 
said  building  by  the  construction  of  a  combina- 
tion gymnasium  and  assembly  hall  in,  and  in- 
cidental additions  to,  'said  school  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $142,000,  and  has  made  available  by  a 
transfer  order  passed  on  March  1,  1937,  from 
unexpended  balances  of  appropriations  originally 
raised  by  taxation,  the  sum  of  $141,000.  The 
School  Committee  has  requested  that  your  Honor- 
able Body,  with  my  approval,  pass  a  loan  order 
in  the  sum  of  $1,000  for  the  following  reasons: 

1.  Said  loan  order,  plus  a  transfer  order  of 
$141,000  by  the  School  Committee,  will  make 
available  total  appropriations  of  $142,000,  the 
present  estimated  cost  of  said  project. 

2.  Borrowing,  even  if  only  of  a  nominal  amount, 
will  permit  the  city  to  borrow  in  anticipation  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  grant  to  be  received  from  the 
Federal  Government  (after  a  grant  agreement  shall 
have  been  entered  into  between  the  City  and  the 
United  States  of  America  upon  approval  thereof 
by  your  Honorable  Body),  under  the  provisions 
of  section  8  of  chapter  405  of  the  Acts  of  1935, 
which  provides  as  follows: 

"If  a  .  .  .  city  .  .  .  shall  have  bor- 
rowed money  under  authority  of  chapter  three 
hundred  and  sixty-six  of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three,  or  under  said  chapter  as 
heretofore,  hereby  or  hereafter  amended  and  shall 
have  an  agreement  with  the  federal  government 
whereby  such  government  grants  such 
city  ...  a  sum  of  money  on  account  of  the 
project  for  which  the  money  was  borrowed,  the 
treasurer  of  such  .  .  .  <  city  .  .  .  with 
the  approval  of  the  .  .  .  mayor  ...  in 
anticipation  of  the  receipt  of  the  proceeds  of  such 
grant,  may  incur  debt,  which  in  the  case  of  a  city 

.  .  .  may  be  outside  the  debt  limit,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  the  amount  of  the  grant  as 
shown  by  the  grant  agreement,  and  may  issue 
notes  therefor  payable  in  not  exceeding  one  year 
from  their  dates;  and  the  proceeds  of  the  grant, 
so  far  as  necessary,  shall  be  applied  to  the  discharge 
of  the  loan." 

I  accordingly  submit  to  your  Honorable  Body  a 
form  of  order  approving  said  project  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $142,000  and  a  form  of  loan  order, 
authorizing  borrowing  in  the,  sum  of  $1,000  for 
said  project;  and  I  respectfully  recommend  prompt 
consideration  and  passage  by.  your  Honorable 
Body  of  said  accompanying  orders. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  2,  Part  I,  of  chapter  366  of  the  Acts  of 
1933,  and  acts  in  amendment  thereof  or  in  addition 
thereto,  the  City  of  Boston  shall  engage  in  the 
following  Public  Works  Project: 

Combination  gymnasium  and  assembly  hall  in, 
and  incidental  additions  to,  the  Robert  Gould 
Shaw  School,  Robert  Gould  Shaw  District,  West 
Roxbury,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $142,000. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
366  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  and  acts  in  amendment 
thereof  or  in  addition  thereto,  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direcfion  of  the  School 
Committee  for  a  combination  gymnasium  and 
assembly  hall  in,  and  incidental  additions  to,  the 
Robert  Gould  Shaw  School,  Robert  Gould  Shaw 
District,  West  Roxbury,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


SUPPLEMENTAL   BUDGET 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  15,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  submitting  the  annual  budget 
recommendations  to  your  Honorable  Body  six 
weeks  ago  I  stated  that  it  was  impossible  at  that 
time  "to  forecast  a  tax  rate  for  the  current  year." 
This  statement  was  based  on  the  fact  that  of  the 
many  elements  entering  into  the  determination  of 
the  tax  rate  only  the  budget  allowances  recom- 
mended for  city  and  county  departments  were 
definite  at  that  time. 

During  the  period  that  the  budget  recommenda- 
tions have  been  under  consideration  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  Committee  on  Appropriations 
certain  definite  developments  have  occurred  which 
have  a  direct  bearing  on  this  year's  tax  rate. 
The  most  important  development  has  been  the 
action  of  the  Legislature  in  restricting  the  amount 
of  borrowing  which  municipalities  may  engage  in 
for  the  purpose  of  financing  direct  depression 
charges,  as  represented  by  Public  Welfare,  Soldiers' 
Relief  and  W.  P.  A.  project  costs. 

Boston,  in  1936,  financed  50  per  cent  of  these 
charges  through  the  tax  levy,  and  the  balance 
was  met  by  loans  and  Federal  grants.  Under  the 
proposed  legislation  it  will  be  mandatory  for  the 
city  to  include  in  its  1937  tax  levy,  appropriations 
for  welfare  and  relief  purposes  equal  to  70  per  cent 
of  the  actual  expenditures  for  such  purposes  in 
1936.  This  20  per  cent  mandatory  increase  is 
equal  to  about  $1,600,000  in  appropriations,  or 
roughly  $1  in  the  tax  rate. 

Since  it  is  my  purpose,  if  possible,  to  maintain 
the  1937  tax  rate  at  or  about  the  $38  rate  declared 
in  1936,  I  feel  that  it  is  advisable  to  recommend 
certain  revisions  in  the  budget  now  before  you, 
which  if  adopted  will  serve  to  offset  the  effect  on 
the  tax  rate  of  the  legislation  previously  men- 
tioned. To  this  end  I  recommend  for  considera- 
tion and  adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body  the 
following  changes  and  revisions  in  the  budget 
document  now  before  you: 

First.  Increase  the  total  of  "Ways  and  Means 
Other  Than  Taxes  for  1937,"  listed  on  page  6  of  the 
printed  budget  document,  by  $1,000,000  by  in- 
cluding therein  provision  for  a  Tax  Title  Loan  in 
the  same  amount,  to  be  negotiated  with  the 
Commonwealth  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
49  of  the  Acts  of  1933. 

Second.  Revise  downward  by  $903,580.48,  as 
detailed  in  the  accompanying  schedules  and 
exhibits,  departmental  budget  allowances  appear- 
ing on  pages  9  to  68,  inclusive,  of  the  budget 
document. 

Third.  Strike  out  the  second  paragraph  in  the 
"Appropriations  and  Tax  Orders  for  the  Financial 
Year  1937,"  appearing  on  page  8  of  the  budget 
document,  and  substitute  in  its  place  the  para- 
graph submitted  herewith. 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  49  of  the  Acts 
of  1933  municipalities  are  authorized,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Emergency  Finance  Board,  to 
borrow  against  tax  titles  for  "ordinary  main- 
tenance purposes."  At  the  present  time  the  city 
holds  roughly  $1,000,000  in  tax  titles  against 
which  no  borrowings  have  been  made.  I  propose 
that  this  surplus  shall  be  utilized  and  I  submit 
herewith  a  loan  order  for  this  purpose,  which  I 
recommend  be  adopted  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

At  the  time  the  budget  was  prepared  it  seemed 
desirable,  in  the  light  of  past  experience,  to  include 
therein  a  reasonable  appropriation  for  snow  re- 
moval. It  is  now  evident  that,  because  of  an 
unprecedented  open  winter,  the  appropriation 
recommended  probably   will  not  be  required.     I 


therefore  recommend  that  the  appropriation  of 
$400,000  for  snow  removal,  listed  on  pages  5  and 
44  of  the  budget  document,  be  stricken  out.  The 
balance  carried  forward  in  this  account  from  1936 
has  taken  care  of  the  expenditures  for  the  sanding 
of  streets  necessary  to  date  and  in  the  event  of 
any  heavy  expenditures  in  November  and  Decem- 
ber of  this  year  it  should  be  possible  to  meet  them 
by  the  transfer  of  unexpended  departmental 
balances. 

The  budgets  originally  recommended  for  the 
Fire,  Hospital  and  Police  Departments  contained 
allowances  for  the  appointment  of  additional 
personnel  on  April  first.  In  the  Fire  and  Police 
Departments  this  additional  personnel  was  to  fill 
existing  vacancies  in  the  uniformed  forces  of  the 
departments,  while  in  the  Hospital  Department 
the  increased  numbers  were  required  in  connection 
with  the  proposed  opening  of  the  new  Surgical 
Building.  In  view  of  the  tax  rate  problem  facing 
the  city,  I  have  suggested  to  the  heads  of  these 
three  departments  that  budget  reductions  might 
be  readily  secured  by  deferring  until  about  July  1 
the  appointment  of  new  personnel.  I  am  pleased 
to  report  the  ready  and  willing  spirit  of  cooperation 
displayed  by  the  officials  of  these  three  departments 
with  my  suggestion. 

The  revisions  recommended  in  other  depart- 
mental budgets  are  based  largely  on  the  added 
information  and  experience  available  now  as  against 
similar  information  and  experience  available  at  the 
time  of  the  submission  of  the  budget.  I  recom- 
mend that  all  of  the  suggested  downward  revisions 
be  adopted  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Adoption  of  the  first  and  second  revision  recom- 
mendations will  result  in  a  reduction  of  $1,903,- 
580.48  in  the  amount  of  taxes  to  be  levied  as  a 
result  of  the  budget  recommendations  submitted  to 
date  to  your  Honorable  Body.  In  order  to  prop- 
erly reflect  this  reduction  in  the  appropriations  and 
tax  orders  to  be  adopted  in  conjunction  with  the 
budget,  I  submit  herewith  a  revised  draft  of  paia- 
graph  2  of  the  orders  appearing  on  page  8  of  the 
printed  budget  document  and  I  recommend  that 
the  revised  draft  be  substituted  for  the  second 
paragraph  as  it  now  appears. 

In  conclusion,  I  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
Tax  Title  Loan  order  and  the  revised  draft  of  para- 
graph two  of  the  appropriations  and  tax  orders 
herewith  submitted,  and  that  the  downward 
revisions  in  departmental  budget  allowances  as 
indicated  in  the  accompanying  schedules  and 
exhibits  be  incorporated  in  the  budget  as  finally 
adopted  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully. 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered.  That  under  the  provisions  of  section  1. 
chapter  281,  of  the  Acts  of  1936,  amending  section 
2.  chapter  49,  of  the  Acts  of  1933.  the  City  Treas- 
urer be  authorized  to  secure  the  approval  of  the 
Emergency  Finance  Board  to  the  issuance  of  notes 
of  the  city  in  the  amount  of  $1,000,000,  said  notes 
to  be  sold  at  their  face  value  to  the  Commonwealth 
and  the  proceeds  to  be  used  for  ordinary  main- 
tenance purposes. 

EXHIBIT   A. 

Summary  of  Reductions  in  Original 
Departmental,  Allowances. 
Page  4- 

City  Maintenance. 

Department.  Reduction. 

Assessing  Department $1,000  00 

Boston  Traffic  Commission 3,000  00 

Building  Department 4,000  00 

City  Documents 5.000  00 

City  Planning  Board 6,750  00 

Election  Department 10,761  00 

Fire  Department 65.700  00 

Wire  Division 1,000  00 

Hospital  Department 162,500  00 

Institutions  Department: 

Long  Island  Hospital 7,000  00 

Library  Department 5,000  00 

Park  Department 37,442  00 

Cemetery  Division 10,000  00 

Police  Department 52,000  00 

Public  Buildings  Department: 

Real  Estate  Division 8,000  00 

Public  Works  Department: 

Central  Office 4,827  48 

Bridge  Service 3,000  00 

Bridges,  Repairs,  etc 20,000  00 

Ferry  Service 5,750  00 

Paving  Service 29,500  00 
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Page  5. 

Snow  Removal $400,000  00 

Sanitary  Service 36,350  00 

Street  Laying-Out  Department .  . .  1,500  00 

Supply  Department 2,000  00 

Treasury  Department 2,500  00 


County  Maintenance. 

County  Buildings 

Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session. . 
Penal  Institutions  Department: 
Office  Expenses 


$884,580  48 


$5,000  00 
12,500  00 

1,500  00 

$19,000  00 


Amended  Ways  and  Means  Other  than  Taxes 
for  1937. 
An  estimate  of  the  amended  ways  and  means, 
other  than  taxes,  of  meeting  expenditures  of  the 
City  of  Boston  and  County  of  Suffolk,  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,   1937: 

Building  Department $40,000  00 

Boston  Traffic  Commission 10,500  00 

City  Clerk  Department 27,000  00 

Collecting  Department 40,000  00 

Fire  Department 76,000  00 

Health  Department ' 18,000  00 

Hospital  Department 320,000  00 

Institutions  Department 16,000  00 

Interest 810,000  00 

Library  Department 25,000  00 

Licensing  Board 42,000  00 

Liquor  Licenses 1,450,000  00 

Market  Department 75,000  00 

Mayor 60,000  00 

Park  Department 80,000  00 

Pedlers'  Licenses -  6,000  00 

Police  Department 55,000  00 

Public  Buildings  Department 20,000  00 

Public  Welfare  Department 2,400,000  00 

Public  Works  Department 145,000  00 


Registry  Department $26,500  00 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department 85,000  00 

Street  Laying-Out  Department .  . .  50,000  00 
Treasury  Department — Cash  Dis- 
counts   75,000  00 

Weights  and  Measures  Department  14,500  00 

County  of  Suffolk 350,000  00 

Tax  Title  Loan  (chapter  49,  Acts 

of  1933) 1,000,000  00 


$7,316,500  00 


Amended  Paragraph  2  of  Appropriations  and 
Tax  Orders  for  the  Financial  Year  1937. 
Ordered,  That  the  appropriation  for  Water 
Service,  current  expenses,  and  the  payment  to  the 
State,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  488  of  the 
Acts  of  1895  and  acts  in  addition  or  amendment 
thereto,  and  for  the  interest  and  debt  require- 
ments or  for  loans  issued  for  water  purposes  be  met 
by  the  income  of  said  works  and  any  excess  over 
income  from  taxes;  that  the  appropriation  for 
Printing  Department  be  met  by  the  department 
income  and  any  excess  over  income  from  taxes; 
and  the  appropriation  for  City  Record  be  met 
by  the  income  of  said  publication  and  any  excess 
over  income  from  taxes;  and  the  appropriation 
for  the  Traffic  Tunnel  be  met  by  the  income  from 
tolls  and  any  excess  over  income  from  taxes,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  11, 
chapter  297,  of  the  Acts  of  1929,  as  amended  by 
chapter  74  of  the  Acts  of  1935;  that  the  other 
appropriations  hereinafter  specified  be  met  out 
of  the  money  remaining  in  the  treasury  at  the 
close  of  business  on  December  31,  1936,  exclusive 
of  the  money  raised  by  loan  or  needed  to  carry 
out  the  requirements  of  any  statute,  gift,  trust 
or  special  appropriation,  by  the  income  of  the 
financial  year  beginning  January  1,  1937,  by  loans 
to  the  amount  of  $1,000,000  authorized  by  chapter 
49  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  as  amended,  and  taxes  to 
the  amount  of  $29,603,239.68,  said  amount  be 
raised  by  taxation  on  the  polls  and  estates  in  the 
City  of  Boston. 


SCHEDULE   1. 

Schedule  of  Group  Reductions  in  Departmental  Budgets. 

Page  10.  Assessing  Department. 

B.     Contractual  Services _ $1,000  00 

Page  12.  .    Bosto.i  Traffic  Commission. 

B.     Contractual  Services $2,000  00 

H.    Relief  Projects 1,000  00 


$3,000  00 


Page  IS.  Building  Department. 

A.     Personal  Service $1,500  00 

1.     Permanent  Employees: 

Inspectors,  30  at  $2,100  to  $2,500 $1,500  00 

H.    Relief  Projects f.  2,500  00 

$4,000  00 


Page  15.  City  Documents. 

B.     Contractual  Services $5,000  00 

City  Planning  Board. 

A.     Personal  Service : $1,750  00 

1.     Permanent  Employees: 

Secretary,  1  at  $3,500 $1,750  00 

H.    Relief  Projects 5,000  00 

$6,750  00 


Page  10'.  Election  Department. 

A.     Personal  Service $8,261  00 

1.     Permanent  Employees: 

Assistants,  3  at  $2,700 $900  00 

Assistant  registrars,  etc.,  36  at  $1,600  to  $2,200: , .  5,600  00 

Junior  accountant,  0  (1)  at  $1,500 500  00 

Page  17. 

Repair  technician,  0  (1)  at  $1,600 400  00 

Carpenter,  1  at  $5.50  per  day , 861  00 

H.    Relief  Projects 2,500  00 

$10,761  00 
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Page  18.  Fire  Department. 

A.     Personal  Service $37,700  00 

1.     Permanent  Employees: 

Fire  Prevention  Division. 
Captain,  1  at  $2,700 $2,700  00 

Page  19.  Fire-Fighting  Force. 

Privates,  1,050  at  $1,600  to  $2,100 35,000  00 

Page  20. 

C.  Equipment 25,000  00 

D.  Supplies 3,000  00 

$65,700  00 

Wire  Division. 

A.  Personal  Service $600  00 

1.     Permanent  Employees: 

Superintendent,  1  at  $4,000 $600  00 

B.  Contractual  Services 200  00 

D.    Supplies 200  00 

$1,000  00 

Page  23.  Hospital  Department. 

A.  Personal  Service $84,500  00 

1.     Permanent  Employees: 

Physicians,  4  (5)  at  $2,500 $1,200  00 

Clerks,  78  (89)  at  $1,000  to  $1,600 3,500  00 

Electricians,  2  (3)  at  $42  per  week 900  00 

Page  21,. 

Nurses,  assistant  superintendents  of,  3  (4)  at  $1,550 700  00 

Nurses,  graduate,  177  (251)  not  exceeding  $1,680 25,000  00 

Social  service  workers,  22  (26)  at  $1,200  to  $1,600 2,200  00 

Technicians,  22  (25)  at  $16  to  $28  per  week 1,000  00 

Hospital  employees,  1,100  (1,225)  not  exceeding  $30  per  week 50,000  00 

B.  Contractual  Services 9,500  00 

C.  Equipment 8,200  00 

Page  25. 

D.  Supplies 57,300  00 

E.  Materials 2,500  00 

F.  Special  Items 500  00 

$162,500  00 
Page  29.  Institutions  Department. 

Long  Island  Hospital. 

B.  Contractual  Services $7,000  00 

Page  SO.  Library  Department. 

C.  Equipment $5,000  00 

Page  33.  Park  Department. 

A.  Personal  Service $22,142  00 

1.     Permanent  Employees: 

Gardeners,  mechanics,  etc.,  63  (71)  at  $33  per  week $9,062  00 

Laborers,  mechanics,  etc.,  345  at  $30  per  week 13,080  00 

Page  34. 

B.  Contractual  Services 2,000  00 

D.  Supplies 10,300  00 

E.  Materials 3,000  00 

$37,442  00 

Cemetery  Division. 
A.     Personal  Service $10,000  00 

1.     Permanent  Employees: 

Laborers,  etc.,  46  at  $30  per  week ■ $10,000  00 

Page  35.  Police  Department. 

A.  Personal  Service $35,000  00 

1.     Permanent  Employees: 

Uniformed  Force. 

Lieutenants  and  lieutenant-inspectors,  69  at  $2,700  to  $2,725 $3,000  00 

Sergeants,  184  at  $2,500  to  $2,525 2,000  00 

Patrolmen,  1,977  at  $1,600  to  $2,125 30,000  00 

Page  36. 

B.  Contractual  Services 3,000  00 

D.    Supplies 4,000  00 

F.  Special  Items 10,000  00 

$52,000  00 

Page  38.  Public  Buildings  Department. 

Real  Estate  Division,  Repairs,  etc $8,000  00 
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Page  Jfi.  Public  Works  Department. 

Central  Office. 

A.  Personal  Service $4,827  48 

1.    Permanent  Employees:  " 

Clerks,  stenographers,  etc.,  3  (4)  at  $1,000  to  $1,600 $827.  48 

Supervisor  of  property,  1  at  $4,000 4,000  00 

Page  41.  Bridge  Service. 

E.     Materials $3,000  00 

Page  41. 

Bridges,  Repairs,  etc $20,000  00 

Page  42.  Ferry  Service. 

B.  Contractual  Services $2,450  00 

D.  Supplies 800  00 

E.  Materials 500  00 

F.  Special  Items 2,000  00 

$5,750  00 

Page  43.  Paving  Service. 

A.     Personal  Service $15,000  00 

1.     Permanent  Employees: 

Inspectors,  31  at  $1,700  to  $2,100 $5,000  00 

Laborers,  mechanics'  assistants,  feeders,  etc.,  286  (281)  at  $5  per 

day 10,000  00 

Page  44- 

D.  Supplies 2,000  00 

E.  Materials 12,500  00 

$29,500  00 

Page  44. 

Snow  Removal .> $400,000  00 

Sanitary  Service. 

A.  Personal  Service $10,000  00 

1.  Permanent  Employees: 

Chauffeurs,  teamsters,  laborers,  etc.,  657  at  $5  to  $5.50  per  day  .  . .  $10,000  00 

B.  Contractual  Services ^ 16,650  00 

C.  Equipment '. .' 200  00 

D.  Supplies. 8,000  00 

Page  45. 

F.  Special  Items , 1,500  00 

$36,350  00 

Page  49.  Street  Laying-Out  Department. 

H.    Relief  Projects $1,500  00 

Supply  Department. 
A.     Personal  Service $2,000  00 

2.  Temporary  Employees $2,000  00  i 

Page  60.  Treasury  Department. 

A.     Personal  Service ."._..        $1,500  00 

1.     Permanent  Employees: 

Cashier,  0  (1)  at  $4,000 $1,000  00 

Clerks  and  stenographers,  6  at  $1,000  to  $1,600 500  00 

D.    Supplies 1,000  00 

$2,500  00 

County  of  Suffolk. 

Page  52.  County  Buildings. 

A.  Personal  Service $3,000  00 

1.     Permanent  Employees: 

Deputy  superintendent,  1  at  $4,000. $3,000  00 

C.  Equipment 1,500  00 

D.  Supplies , '. .  500  00 

$5,000  00 

Page  65.  Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session. 

B.  Contractual  Services '. $12,500  00 

Page  66.  Penal  Institutions  Department. 

Office  Expenses. 

C.  Equipment $1,500  00 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


RELEASE   OF   SURETY   ON   BOND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  15,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  submitting  herewith  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relating 
to  a  proposed  release  of  the  United  States  Fidelity 
&  Guaranty  Company  from  its  liability  as  surety 
on  a  certain  bond  dated  January  26,  1918,  upon 
which  bond  The  Texas  Company  is  principal. 

The    letter,    with    the    accompanying    order,    is 
self-explanatory  and  I  respectfully  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  March  12,  1937. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

On  January  26,  1918,  The  Texas  Company  as 
principal  and  the  United  States  Fidelity  & 
Guaranty  Company  as  surety  furnished  this  de- 
partment with  a  street  permit  bond  in  the  sum  of 
$20,000. 

On  January  26,  1937,  The  Texas  Company, 
aforesaid,  as  principal  and  the  Maryland  Casualty 
Company  as  surety  furnished  another  street  per- 
mit bond  in  the  same  amount,  to  be  used  in  sub- 
stitution for  the  previous  bond. 

We  have  received  a  request  for. the  release  of  the 
United  States  Fidelity  &  Guaranty  Company  as 
surety  on  the  bond  dated  January  26,  1918,  and  as 
there  is  no  reason  why  we  should  require  two  bonds 
for  the  same  purposes,  I  see  no  objection  in  honor- 
ing the  request. 

Attached  hereto  is  an  order,  approved  as  to  form 
by  the  Law  Department,  which  I  respectfully  sug- 
gest be  presented  to  the  City  Council  to  effect  the 
release  desired. 

Respectfully, 

E.  M.  Richardson, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Whereas,  On  January  26,  1918,  The  Texas 
Company,  as  principal,  and  the  United  States 
Fidelity  &  Guaranty  Company,  as  surety,  furn- 
nished  a  bond  to  the  City  of  Boston  for  $20,000,  the 
condition  of  said  bond  being:  "that  if  The  Texas 
Company  has  received,  or  shall  hereafter  receive, 
any  permit  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  to  occupy,  or  make  an  opening  in,  any 
public  way,  and  shall  faithfully  discharge  and  per- 
form every  duty  and  requirement  imposed  by 
statute,  ordinance  or  regulation  upon  persons 
occupying,  or  making  openings  in,  public  ways, 
conform  to  all  directions  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  relating  to  the  work  done  under  such 
permit,  and  pay  all  expenses  and  damages  incurred 
by  the  city  or  recovered  from  it  by  reason  of  such 
occupation,  opening  or  work,  the  obligation  shall 
become  of  no  effect;  otherwise  it  shall  continue  in 
full  force,"  which  bond  was  deemed  satisfactory  by 
T.  F.  Sullivan,  Commissioner  of  Public  Works; 
and 

Whereas,  On  January  26,  1937,  The  Texas 
Company,  aforesaid,  as  principal,  and  Maryland 
Casualty  Company,  as  surety,  furnished  a  bond  to 
the  City  of  Boston  for  $20,000,  the  condition  of 
said  bond  being  the  same  as  the  condition  of  said 
bond  furnished  on  January  26,  1918,  which  bond 
was  deemed  satisfactory  by  E.  M.  Richardson, 
Commissioner    of    Public  Works;    now,   therefore, 

Ordered,  That  the  United  States  Fidelity  and 
Guaranty  Company,  as  surety  on  said  first  bond 
dated  January  26,  1918,  be,  and  hereby  is,  released 
from  its  liability  thereon,  as  of  and  from  the  date 
of  the  approval  of  this  order  by  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Fred  Alach,  for  compensation  for  damage  to  car 
by  engine  of  Fire  Department. 

Chester  A.  Baker,  Inc.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  29  Massachusetts  avenue, 
caused  by  break  in  water  main. 

Doris  G.  Black,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  alleged  defect  at  36  Chauncy  street. 


Lambert  Chandler,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  370  Beacon  street,  caused  by  break 
in  water  main. 

Thomas  J.  Conaty,  for  reimbursement  of  ex- 
ecution against  him  for  acts  as  police  officer. 

John  J.  Connors,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  hot  water  boiler  at  14  South  Crescent  Circuit, 
Brighton,  caused  by  water  being  shut  off. 

Henry  D.  Cooper  Company,  for  refund  on  ash 
removal  tickets. 

Rosina  M.  Edgarton,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries due  to  alleged  defect  in  Spofford  road. 

Edith  A.  Gillis,  for  compensation  for  injuriee 
caused  by  alleged  defect  at  Bennington  and  Moore 
streets. 

O.  B.  Hamlett,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
fence  at  76  Kendall  street  by  city  truck. 

Harry  Jacobs,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
horse,  wagon  and  harness  by  city  truck. 

Dr.  Frederick  W.  O'Brien,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  equipment  at  467  Beacon  street,  caused 
by  break  in  water  main. 

Sarah  G.  O'Brien,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  467  Beacon  street,  caused  by  break 
in  water  main. 

Park  Theatre,  for  refund  on  ash  removal  tickets. 

Carl  W.  Parsons,  for  refund  on  permit  issued 
by  Wire  Division,  Fire  Department. 

Rose  M.  Rubin,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  car. 

Sumner  Realty  Trust,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  471  Beacon  street,  caused 
by  break  in  water  main. 

Joseph  Trivis,  for  compensation  for  injuries  due 
to  alleged  defect  at  303  West  Broadway,  South 
Boston. 

H.  S.  Walker,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  city  truck. 

Albert  C.  West,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  guard  rail  at  105  Cushing  avenue,  Dorchester, 
caused  by  contractor  collecting  ashes. 

Ottis  J.  Winn,  for  reimbursement  of  expenses 
incurred  on  account  of  injuries  received  while  in 
performance  of  duty  as  police  officer. 

Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 
Petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  for  license 
to  operate  motor  vehicles  from  junction  of  Weld 
street  and  Maple  street,  over  Maple  street,  Centre 
street,  Corey  street,  Pomfret  street  and  Maple 
street  to  Weld  street,  West  Roxbury. 

Executive. 
Petition  of  American  League  Baseball  Company 
for  license  for  Sunday  sports. 


TAX   APPEALS   COMMITTEE. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER  announced  the  ap- 
pointment by  the  President  of  the  Special  Com- 
mittee on  Tax  Appeals  Expenses,  viz.:  Coun. 
Wilson,  Kerrigan,  Tobin,  Selvitella,  Peter  Fitz- 
gerald. 


APPROVAL  OF  CONSTABLE'S  BOND. 

The  constable's  bond  of  Andrew  L.  Wessling, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
was  received  and  approved. 


FINANCE  COMMISSION  BUDGET   REPORT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  March  9,  1937. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  Finance  Commission  has 
made  such  study  of  the  so-called  budget  submitted 
to  you  by  the  Mayor  as  has  been  possible  in  the 
time  it  has  been  before  you  and  with  the  material 
at  hand.  A  representative  of  the  commission  has 
been  present  at  all  the  hearings  held  by  your  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  at  which  department 
heads  have  been  asked  to  explain  the  appropria- 
tion allowances  for  each. 

It  appears  to  the  commission  that  if  the  order 
before  you  is  to  be  considered  the  budget  for  the 
year,  it  is  inexcusably  incomplete.  If  it  is  intended 
to  be  the  financial  picture,  it  is  lacking  in  many 
details  which  you  must  have  if  you  are  to  exercise 
fully  the  responsibility  placed  upon  you  by  the 
statutes.     In  so  far  as  it  is  an  indication  of  the  in- 
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tentions  of  the  administration,  it  contains  no 
evidence  of  the  retrenchment  promised  and  ex- 
pected. 

There  is  nothing  in  it  that  is  predicated  on  the 
claimed  purpose  to  substitute  efficiency  and  econo- 
my for  unnecessary  scattered  efforts  of  adminis- 
tration and  loose  expenditure  of  funds.  On  the 
contrary,  examination  of  it  reveals  that  many 
often  criticized  items  of  expenditures  are  to  be 
continued.  Some  other  questionable  items  not 
previously  in  the  picture  are  to  be  added.  All  the 
intended  expenditures  are  not  fully  disclosed;  and 
the  exact  sources  of  all  the  funds  that  will  be 
necessary  are  still  problematical. 

The  annual  appropriation  order  when  adopted 
by  you  determines  to  a  great  extent  the  bill  for 
services  which  eventually  will  be  presented  to  the 
taxpayers.  In  order  to  perform  the  task  imposed 
by  the  charter,  you  should  have  before  you  a  clear, 
officially  prepared  picture  of  the  financial  situation 
for  the  year,  before  you  appropriate  a  dollar. 
Unless  the  appropriation  order  is  clear  in  its 
implications,  contains  comprehensive  indications 
of  the  over-all  requirements  for  city  expenditure 
for  the  year,  and  to  what  extent  each  source  is  to 
be  used,  it  is  not  "a  budgef'at  all. 

This  order  is  not  the  comprehensive  program 
that  was  promised  when  the  Legislature  in  1936 
was  asked  to  remove  from  the  statutes  the  limita- 
tion on  appropriations  contained  in  the  so-called 
tax  limit  acts.  This  first  full  opportunity,  there- 
fore, to  use  the  freedom  granted  last  year  has 
resulted  only  in  a  repetition  of  the  old  practices  of 
financial  juggling  that  have  been  complained  of 
for  many  years. 

Official  and  complete  information  not  having 
been  supplied,  other  information  has  been  whis- 
pered unofficially  here  and  there.  The  depart- 
ment heads  examined  by  you  have  added  insignifi- 
cant details.  They  often  have  answered  requests 
for  significant  explanation  by  saying  "I  do  not 
know." 

Speculation  of  what  this  partial  disclosure  of  the 
administration's  intentions  means  has,  therefore, 
been  forced  upon  those  interested.  Assumptions 
by  capable  research  agencies  of  what  it  may  lead 
to  may  be  correct.  These  assumptions  are  prin- 
cipally that  the  indicated  tax  rate,  arrived  at  by 
deducting  the  revenue  received  from  various 
sources  from  the  over-all  requirements  and  apply- 
ing the  remainder  against  guessed  figures  of 
valuation,  will  be  $42.20  per  $1,000. 

The  Mayor  has  countered  that  the  tax  rate  will 
not  be  more  than  $38.  His  contention  is  not  a 
denial  that  the  rate  of  spending  will  be  as  high  or 
higher  than  last  year.  It  is  an  admission  that 
borrowings  and  juggling  of  figures  will  be  used  ex- 
tensively again  to  permit  a  false  rate.  There  is 
nothing  before  you  which  tells  how  the  rate  can 
be  kept  down  to  $38. 

Indications  that  the  administration  is  not  yet 
attempting  retrenchment  and  not  yet  willing  to 
put  into  operation  improvements  in  financing 
often  promised  are  many.  Indications  that  the 
administration  is  scrapping  the  few  policies  of  real 
retrenchment  practised  in  the  past  few  years  are 
also  many.  The  order  discloses  that  charging  of 
maintenance  expenditure  against  borrowings  is  to 
be  continued;  that  the  practice  of  appointing  con- 
stables to  perform  police,  clerical,  messenger  and 
inspection  work  of  doubtful  value  will  still  flourish ; 
that  necessary  paving  work  will  depend  entirely 
on  the  extent  to  which  the  Federal  or  State  grants 
of  funds  will  permit;  that  long  delayed  sewer 
maintenance  is  to  be  postponed  again  and  become  a 
greater  burden  to  some  future  administration; 
that  efforts  to  accomplish  the  long-agitated  revi- 
sion of  the  set-up  of  departments  have  ceased. 
In  short,  the  only  inference  that  can  be  drawn  from 
the  material  before  you  is  that  it  is  the  adminis- 
tration's intention  simply  "to  carry  on"  without 
serious  effort  to  improve  the  financial  situation  in 
any  way. 

The  municipal  functions  last  year  were  paid  for 
from  funds  raised  in  various  ways  such  as  property 
taxes,  annually  recurrent  loans,  loans  on  account  of 
welfare  expenditures;  loans  on  account  of  city- 
owned  tax  titles,  funds  granted  by  the  Federal 
Government,  and  income  of  regular  departments. 
Apparently  it  is  intended  "to  carry  on"  this  year 
by  use  of  the  same  artifices. 

However,  there  is  only  before  you  the  figures  of 
the  amount  that  will  be  provided  for  from  within  the 
funds  which  enter  into  the  computations  of  the  tax 
levy.  Members  of  your  committee  and  others 
interested  have  had  to  guess  the  amounts  that  will 
come  from  the  other  sources. 


The  Finance  Commission  believes  that  guess- 
work should  not  be  relied  upon  to  supply  the  miss- 
ing information;  that  it  is  your  responsibility  to 
know  definitely  and  officially  all  about  the  proposed 
expenditures  and  the  proposed  financing  of  them 
before  you  pass  finally  upon  this  appropriation 
order. 

Some  questionable  authorizations  now  requested 
are  easy  to  discover.  The  Finance  Commission 
has  found  that  sixty-six  constables  are  provided  for 
in  the  1937  regular  pay  roll  items.  The  commis- 
sion has  found  that  many  more,  how  many  is  un- 
certain, are  covered  up  in  the  item  for  temporary 
help.  Last  year's  number  in  some  departments 
is  intended  to  be  increased.  Only  sixty-six  eon- 
stables  take  up  approximately  $105,000  of  the  pay 
roll  requirement.  There  were  ninety  constables  at 
one  time  last  year,  paid  at  the  rateof  $144,000  per 
year.  Some  departments  are  now  carrying  more 
constables  on  their  regular  rolls  than  the  appro- 
priation order  apparently  provides  for.  It  will 
require  juggling  of  figures  later  to  adjust  his 
difficulty. 

The  commission  has  found  that  until  recently 
twenty-three  constables,  non-civil  service  appoin- 
tees, were  performing  police  work — classified  civil 
service  work — at  the  public  libraries.  They  were 
not  paid,  however,  from  either  library  funds  or 
police  funds.  They  were  paid  for  last  year  from 
funds  appropriated  for  the  collection  of  garbage  and 
refuse,  from  the  income  received  for  the  payment  of 
water  rates  and  from  the  funds  provided  for  the 
maintenance  of  city  paving.  There  are  now  fifteen 
employed  at  the  public  libraries  doing  police  work 
and  their  pay  rolls  charged  against  refuse  collec- 
tion, water  distribution  and  paving  maintenance. 

The  appropriation  for  the  City  Planning  Board 
has  an  item  for  a  $3,500  per  year  secretary  not 
sponsored  by  the  board  itself.  The  board  decided 
last  year  to  merge  the  duties  of  secretary  with 
those  of  senior  engineer,  already  performed  by  a 
veteran  employee  and  paid  under  another  item. 
The  department  was  intended  to  be  an  investigative 
and  planning  department  for  the  city  government, 
but  has  received  little  encouragement  from  the 
administration.  As  a  result  the  board  has  nothing 
much  to  do  except  supervise  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 
When  the  appropriation  order  was  printed,  the 
Planning  Board  found  that,  despite  its  decision  to 
abolish  the  item  for  secretary,  provision  was  made 
for  filling  the  position  on  July  1.  Apparently  some 
one  plans  to  make  an  appointment  that  the  heads 
of  the  department  did  not  think  necessary. 

An  item  to  pay  a  $4,000  salary  for  the  position  of 
cashier  not  now  existing  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment appears  in  the  order.  The  department  for- 
merly had  such  a  position  but  it  was  abolished 
when  a  veteran  employee  retired.  The  duties  of  it 
had  been  absorbed  by  other  employees,  one  of 
whom  was  given  a  higher  rating  as  a  result.  The 
order  before  you  contains  provision  for  recreation 
of  this  old  position  on  next  October  1.  The  treas- 
urer has  offered  no  adequate  explanation  for 
restoration  of  the  item.  He  was  unable  even  to 
explain  why  October  1  was  picked  as  the  date 
when  the  position  is  to  be  filled. 

In  the  Building  Department  portion  of  the 
appropriation  order  examination  of  the  regular 
pay  roll  section  gives  the  impression  that  the 
current  decrease  in  the  department's  activities 
is  to  result  in  the  elimination  of  a  clerical  position 
at  $1,800  per  year.  It  has  already  been  found  by 
your  Committee  on  Appropriations  that  this 
apparent  saving  is  not  a  real  saving  at  all.  A 
temporary  employee,  appointed  without  civil 
service  and  performing  some  kind  of  statistical 
service  that  the  Building  Commissioner  had 
difficulty  describing,  is  paid  the  same  salary,  but 
is  hidden  in  a  blanket  item  "for  temporary  help." 

Allowance  for  only  partial  salary  appears  for 
particular  engineers  and  employees  with  other 
ratings  in  the  Sewer  Service,  the  Paving  Service, 
and  the  Street  Laying-Out  Department.  The 
balance  of  their  salaries. apparently  is  intended 
to  be  charged  against  loans.  These  employees 
are  all  regular  employees  of  the  city,  performing 
the  same  type  of  work  year  in  and  year  out. 
The  practice  of  charging  portions  of  these  salaries 
to  loan  accounts  has  long  been  recognized  as  a 
juggling  of  accounts  that  only  temporarily  helps 
out  in  keeping  down  the  tax  rate.  The  work  done 
is  the  annually  recurrent  planning  and  inspection 
of  public  works  expansions. 

There  is  no  information  before  you  of  the 
amount  to  be  so  charged  off.  There  is  no  informa- 
tion before  you  of  the  number  of  employees  thus 
to  be  paid.     There  is   no  information  as  to  the 
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exact  appropriations  against  which  they  are  to  be 
charged,  nor  of  the  amount  of  such  appropriations 
that  is  to  be  expended  during  the  year. 

It  is  known  that  many  W.  P.  A.  grants  will  be 
available  for  municipal  expenditure  during  the 
year.  There  is  no  information  before  you  of  the 
amount  of  them.  These  expenditures  have  a 
relation  to  the  "H"  items  in  the  budget.  No 
department  head  who  has  appeared  before  your 
committee  could  tell  with  any  degree  of  accuracy 
just  what  the  "H"  item  figure  in  his  portion  of  the 
appropriation  order  meant.  There  appears  to  be 
no  central  place  in  City  Hall  where  anyone  can 
obtain  a  listing  of  the  projects  approved,  the 
amount  granted  by  the  Federal  Government,  or  the 
amount  of  city  funds  that  is  required  to  be  available. 

In  the  Hospital  Department,  for  instance,  the 
trustees  estimated  that  to  keep  faith  with  the 
Federal  Government  it  would  be  necessary  to 
make  appropriation  of  $125,000  for  use  on  projects 
for  which  the  W.  P.  A.  has  given  funds.  Accord- 
ingly,, the  hospital  trustees  requested  that  amount 
in  the  "H"  item.  The  item,  as  it  appears  before 
you,  allots  only  $60,000.  There  is  no  information 
before  you  as  to  how  the  balance  is  to  be  made  up. 
A  councilor  has  already  asked  if  "keeping  faith 
with  the  Federal  Government  means  anything." 

Last  year  the  city  used  the  entire  income  from 
the  Parkman  Fund  to  meet  pay  rolls  of  the  Park 
Department.  The  fund  was  bequeathed  to  the 
city  for  the  embellishment  of  parks  in  existence 
before  a  particular  date.  Likewise,  the  income  of 
funds  deposited  for  perpetual  care  of  graves  in 
city's  cemeteries  was  used  last  year  to  meet 
the  pay  rolls  of  the  Cemetery  Division  of  the 
Park  Department.  The  motive  behind  this  new 
policy  was  to  relieve  the  tax  rate.  In  other  words, 
some  municipal  maintenance  expense,  formerly 
provided  for  from  within  the  total  appropriated 
for  regular  department  purposes,  was  hidden  in 
items  that  have  not  appeared  before  you.  It  is 
intended  apparently  to  adopt  the  same  practice 
this  year.  Complete  information,  however,  in 
regard  to  it  is  not  before  you. 

There  has  been  an  item  in  the  budget  of  the 
Public  Works  Department  for  several  years  to 
cover  the  salary  of  a  "supervisor  of  property." 
The  duties  of  the  position  have  varied  as  adminis- 
trations changed.  Whether  or  not  there  were 
any  real  duties  depended  on  whether  or  not  the 
holder  of  the  position  "stood  well"  with  the 
Mayor.  When  he  did  he  was  a  great  power  in 
determination  of  awards  for  contract  work  and 
often  usurped  the  power  intended  for  the  division 
heads.  When  he  did  not,  he  was  carried  prac- 
tically as  "extra  baggage." 

The  present  Public  Works  Commissioner  held 
the  job  before  he  was  appointed  head  of  the 
department.  The  position  is  vacant  now.  The 
appropriation  order  before  you  contains  a  provision 
for  a  full  year's  salary  of  $4,000. 

The  Finance  Commission  made  a  report  recom- 
mending the  collection  of  refuse  by  contract  in 
those  districts  where  the  work  is  performed  by 
city  labor.  The  commission  claimed  that  col- 
lection by  city  labor  costs  twice  as  much  as  col- 
lection by  contract.  The  mayor  in  office  declined 
to  adopt  this  recommendation.  The  recommenda- 
tion was  repeated  to  the  present  administration. 
The  only  response  to  date  to  it  appears  in  the 
present  appropriation  order  where  the  sum  of 
$29,000  was  inserted  for  the  collection  of  refuse 
in  one  newly  made,  but  small  district,  the  Elm  Hill 
section   of  Dorchester-Roxbury. 

In  the  Sewer  Service  the  sum  of  $235,000  spent 
on  the  regular  pay  roll  was  charged  last  year  to 
a  loan  appropriation.  The  Council  has  been 
asked  by  the  Mayor  to  appropriate  $600,000  by 
loan  for  sewer  work  this  year.  Recently  the 
W.  P.  A.  representative  informed  the  Council  that 
$2,900,000  of  the  W.  P.  A.  money  is  still  available 
for  sewer  work.  If  the  money  is  borrowed  as  the 
Mayor  desires,  it  can  +>e  spent,  as  a  large  part 
of  it  was  last  year,  for  so-called  "split"  contracts. 
If  W.  P.  A.  money  is  used  instead,  it  must  all  be 
spent  in  wages.  If  the  Council  is  able  to  force 
abandonment  of  the  idea  of  borrowing  money  for 
sewer  work,  the  pay  roll  requirements  for  the 
Sewer  Service  will  be  materially  affected.  The 
adoption  of  "a  budget"  must  await  decision  in 
this  controversy. 

In  the  Institutions  Department  the  position  of 
deputy  commissioner  has  remained  vacant  for  two 
years.  When  the  budget  of  the  department  was 
made  up,  apparently  it  was  not  intended  by  either 
the  Mayor  or  the  Institutions  Department  to  con- 


tinue the  position.  Provision  for  it  was  stricken 
from  the  department's  pay  roll  list,  but  recently 
an  appointment  was  made  to  the  position  at  a 
salary  of  $3,500  per  year. 

Late  in  1935  an  appropriation  of  $7,500  was  pro- 
vided for  some  kind  of  survey,  by  a  heating 
engineer,  of  the  heating  apparatus  in  the  city 
buildings.  The  Finance  Commission  said  it  was 
unnecessary  to  hire  such  extra  service,  be- 
cause there  are  already  many  such  experts  on 
the  city  pay  roll.  Nevertheless,  the  Mayor  hired 
a  local  plumber  and  gave  him  a  peculiarly  drawn 
contract  under  the  terms  of  which  no  city  official 
but  the  Mayor  himself  is  to  know  just  what  the 
survey  consists  of.  Nor  is  anyone  but  the  Mayor 
to  pass  upon  the  expenditure.  Recently  bills  for 
the  survey  have  been  approved  and  paid  which 
merely  list  the  titles  of  five  different  kinds  of 
engineer  and  a  typist.  The  engineers,  not  named 
in  the  bill  or  on  record  unless  in  the  Mayor's  desk, 
are  paid  at  the  rate  of  $20  and  $25  per  day.  The 
typist  is  paid  at  the  rate  of  $6  per  day.  If  the 
study  is  to  have  any  value,  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments have  learned  nothing  of  it  and  the  appro- 
priation allowances  have  not  been  affected.  You 
have  the  right  to  know  what  is  to  be  the  result 
of  the  appropriation  you  joined  in  making. 

The  Public  Works  Department  section  of  the 
appropriation  order  contains  an  $1,800  provision 
for  continued  hiring  of  a  privately  owned  barn  in 
Dorchester  as  an  annex  to  an  adjoining  city  yard. 
The  owner  is  the  wife  of  a  local  contractor  who 
has  had  extensive  work  from  this  administration. 
The  city  has  already  paid  as  rental  approximately 
four  times  a  fair  valuation  of  the  parcel,  and  has, 
in  addition,  by  terms  of  the  lease,  assumed  the 
taxes  and  kept  it  in  repair.  Purchase  of  it  might 
cost  the  city  $300  per  year,  or  $1,500  less  than 
rental  of  it. 

The  same  department  plans,  according  to  the 
appropriation  order,  continued  rental  at  an  annual 
cost  of  $4,320  of  a  truck  from  the  same  contractor 
for  use  in  collecting  from  the  waste  barrels  placed 
throughout  the  city.  When  the  contract  was 
originally  made  it  was  stated  as  the  excuse  for  it, 
that  the  City  Council  had  not  provided  the  funds 
requested  for  wholesale  purchase  of  new  equip- 
ment for  the  Public  Works  Department.  The 
Council  provided  an  appropriation  by  loan  of 
$675,000,  and  the  major  portion  of  it  has  been 
spent.  The  Public  Works  Department  has  not, 
however,  seen  fit  to  terminate  this  extra  hiring. 

The  above  are  illustrations  of  the  incomplete- 
ness of  the  financial  picture  as  it  is  before  you  at 
the  present  time.  They  are  only  a  few  that  can 
be  found  by  casual  examination.  They  suggest 
the  question  as  to  what  other  matters  of  like 
classification  are  hidden  from  you  now. 

The  Legislature  having  removed  restriction  on 
the  determination  of  the  city's  right  to  spend,  it 
cannot  be  said  any  longer  that  there  is  any  impedi- 
ment to  early  portrayal  for  your  benefit  and  the 
benefit  of  the  people  of  the  complete  city  program 
for  the  year.  A  complete  portrayal  would  con- 
tain the  official  and  detailed  proposals  of  the 
administration  and  the  source  of  funds  to  be 
used,  the  extent  to  which  each  source  will  be  used, 
and  the  exact  purpose  of  each  source. 

Official  requests  for  hurried  appropriation  orders' 
under  unofficial  threat  of  dire  political  conse- 
quences if  speedy  action  does  not  follow,  should 
not  deter  you  from  giving  calm  and  deliberate 
consideration  to  the  matter.  The  City  Charter 
was  not  intended  to  centralize  so  much  authority 
in  the  executive  that  the  legislative  portion  of  the 
city  government  must  vote  blindly  all  the  appro- 
priations recommended.  Charges  of  an  ulterior 
motive  in  asking  complete  information  are  usually 
"camouflage." 

The  Council  has  a  responsibility  in  fixing  the 
spending  limit  of  the  city  administration.  It 
must  have  much  more  information  than  is  con- 
tained in  the  material  before  you  if  it  is  to  discharge 
this  responsibility. 

The  Finance  Commission  recommends  that  you 
adopt  no  substitute  for  "a  real  budget"  until  you 
have  all  this  information. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  Mabk  Sullivan,  Chairman, 
Philip  A.   Chapman, 
Robert  Robinson, 
James  E.   Maguire, 
Joseph  A.  Scolponeti, 

The  Finance  Commission. 

Placed  on  file. 


MARCH    15,     1937. 


94 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 


Applications  for  minors'  licenses  for  forty-one 
newsboys  and  six  bootblacks  were  received.  Ap- 
proved under  the  usual  conditions. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  HOSPITALS. 

Coun.  DOHERTY,  for  the  Committee  on  Hospi- 
tals, submitted  the  following  report: 

March  15,  1937. 

On. the  order  submitted  by  Coun.  McGrath,  and 
referred  February  15,  1937,  for  investigation  of 
certain  unsatisfactory  conditions  at  the  Long 
Island  Hospital,  the  Committee  on  Hospitals,  after 
a  visit  to  and  survey  of.  conditions  at  the  said 
Hospital,  makes  the  following  report  and  recom- 
mendations: 

1.  Food.  The  food  furnished  the  inmates  is 
sufficient  in  amount,  as  far  as  the  committee  was 
able  to  determine.  However,  it  is  apparent  that 
not  enough  nourishing  foods  are  supplied,  and  the 
committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  more  eggs,  meats, 
and  similar  substantial  foods  should  be  included  in 
the  weekly  diets. 

The  committee  is  also  of  the  opinion  that  imme- 
diate steps  should  be  taken  to  preclude  the  possi- 
bility of  cold  or  lukewarm  food  being  served  the 
inmates.  At  the  present  time  the  kitchens  are  far 
removed  from  the  dining  halls,  with  the  result  that 
otherwise  satisfactory  menus  lose  their-  attractive- 
ness by  virtue  of  being  served  in  a  cold  condition. 
Your  committee  recommends  that  warming 
utensils  and  trucks  be  purchased  immediately  to 
eliminate  this  condition. 

2.  Medical.  On  the  whole,  facilities  and  equip- 
ment for  the  care  of  the  inmates  requiring  medical 
treatment  seems  to  be  adequate,  with  the  possible 
exception  of  equipment  for  the  treatment  of  cancer. 
The  committee  feels  it  advisable  for  the  Institu- 
tions Commissioner  to  give  the  matter  of  the  pur- 
chase of  X-ray  equipment  for  such  treatment 
serious  consideration.  The  committee  realizes 
that  the  hospital  is  for  chronic,  rather  than  acute 
medical  cases,  but  the  fact  that  there  are  a  number 
of  chronic  cancer  cases  at  the  hospital  would  appear 
to  justify  the  expense  of  purchasing  all  the  neces- 
sary equipment  which  might  ease  their  suffering 
and  prolong  their  lives. 

3.  Aged  inmates.  The  committee  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  walk  from  the  recreation  hall  to  the 
barracks,  about  one  mile  in  length,  is  too  far  for 
many  inmates,  and  especially  for  aged  inmates. 
The  committee  feels  that  the  barracks  should  be 
closer  to  the  recreation  hall,  where  much  time  is 
spent  by  the  inmates.  It  is  also  questionable 
whether  the  barracks  are  ideally  situated  in  case  of 
fire,  and  other  potential  dangers.  Your  committee 
requests  this  matter  be  given  consideration  by  the 
Mayor  and  Institutions  Commissioner. 

4.  Beds.  The  committee  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  purchase  by  a  previous  commissioner 
of  beds  100  years  old  for  use  by  inmates  was  a  very 
unwise  and  wasteful  procedure.  The  beds  do 
not  have  springs,  and  require  two  mattresses. 
The  beds  are  unsatisfactory  from  every  view- 
point and  should  be  immediately  replaced  with 
the  newest,  and  most  comfortable  kind  of  hospital 
bed.  The  committee  feels  that  it  is  not  too  much 
for  the  city  to  provide  for  the  aged  and  ill  persons 
at  the  Long  Island  Hospital  every  reasonable 
facility  for  their  comfort  and  convenience,  and 
your  committee  feels  that  the  citizens  of  Boston 
are  not  willing  to  economise  in  a  petty  manner 
at  the  expense  of  persons  who  have  but  a  short 
tenure  of  life  before  them.  The  committee  feels 
strongly  that  this  condition  should  no  longer  be  , 
tolerated  and  that  new  beds  be  provided  at  once. 

On  the  whole,  the  Committee  on  Hospitals 
found  conditions  at  the  Long  Island  Hospital 
tolerably  good  and  believes  that  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  new  Commissioner  of  Institutions,  Dr. 
John  W.  Lane,  any  conditions  requiring  improve- 
ment will  be  speedily  attended  to,  and  your  com- 
mittee is  convinced  that  since  Doctor  Lane  has 
assumed  charge  of  the  Long  Island  Hospital  a 
decidedly  different  atmosphere  is  noticeable  at 
that  institution.  If  conditions  which  the  com- 
mittee has  brought  to  light  in  this  report  are 
remedied,  your  committee  feels  that  satisfactory 
progress  will  be  made. 

For  the  Committee, 
John  J.  Doherty,  Chairman. 

Coun.  McGRATH— Mr.  President,  I  believe 
that  the  report  submitted  by  the  chairman  of  the 


Hospital  Committee  covers  the  situation  very 
well.  Conditions  previous  to  the  coming  in  of  the 
new  Health  Commissioner,  Doctor  Lane,  were 
deplorable,  but  since  his  appointment  we  went 
down  there  last  week,  when  I  talked  with  about 
one  hundred  inmates,  and  they  had  nothing  but 
the  highest  praise  for  the  doctor.  There  is  still 
room  for  improvement  in  the  Long  Island  Hos- 
pital under  the  jurisdiction  of  Doctor  Lane,  who 
is  going  to  do  all  he  can  to  cooperate,  not  only 
with  the  inmates  but  with  everybody  in  the  city, 
in  improving  health  and  other  conditions  in  the 
institution.  Speaking  of  beds,  I  doubt  if  there  is  a 
member  of  the  Council  who  was  a  member  of  the 
body  when  those  beds  were  purchased.  I  believe 
there  was  some  controversy  over  that,  and  it 
was  found  in  the  investigation  last  week  that  it 
was  necessary  to  have  two  mattresses  on  these 
old  beds  to  enable  the  inmates  to  use  them.  In 
that  connection,  I  believe  Doctor  Clay  recom- 
mended them  last  week  to  the  Appropriations  Com- 
mittee and  myself.  They  certainly  should  be 
thrown  away.  That  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  I 
offered  the  order  to  investigate.  I  understand 
also  that  there  are  tuberculosis  patients  down  there 
and  if  that  is  so  I  don't  think  it  is  the  best  location 
in  which  to  restore  people  to  health.  The  barracks, 
I  understand,  have  been  leased  from  the  United 
States  Government  at  a  rental  of  something  like 
$60  a  year.  If  that  is  so,  I  understand  that  it 
was  done  without  the  sanction  of  the  City  Council, 
and  I  understand  also  it  is  the  first  time  in  which 
United  States  Government  barracks  have  been  used 
to  house  the  patients  of  Long  Island.  It  is  about 
a  twenty-five  minute  walk  to  these  barracks, 
and  that  seems  to  me  an  excessive  distance  for 
these  poor  patients  to  go,  in  order  to  avail  them- 
selves of  some  of  the  facilities  of  that  island. 
I  think  Doctor  Lane  should  be  sent  for,  and  that 
we  should  see  what  can  be  done  in  the  way  of 
providing  ample  and  convenient  space  for  the 
patients  on  Long  Island.  If  it  is  true  that  the 
City  of  Boston  has  leased  these  barracks  without 
notifying  the  City  Council,  I  for  one,  would  like 
to  know  why  it  was  done.  Jn  the  matter  of 
handling  food,  as  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
says  in  his  report,  they  have  the  old,  antiquated 
trucks  to  carry  the  food  from  the  kitchen  to  the 
different  wards.  It  probably  takes  ten  minutes 
at  least  to  distribute  it,  and  by  the  time  the  food 
arrives  it  is  cold.  I  understand  that  they  do  have  a 
small  electric  stove  with  which  they  heat  or  try 
to  reheat  the  food  after  it  has  been  cooked  in  the 
kitchen,  of  which  I  found  a  great  many  complaints. 
I  would  like  to  add  that  Doctor  Lane,  in  con- 
ference with  the  committee,  instructed  Doctor 
Clay  that  the  City  of  Boston  should  purchase  the 
best  possible  food  for  the  institution.  He  in- 
formed him  that  he  wanted  the  best  food  obtained 
for  this  institution,  and  if  it  was  not  forthcoming 
Doctor  Clay  would  be  brought  to  account  not  only 
to  him  but  to  the  Council. 
The  report  was  accepted. 


ROPING  OFF  UNION  PARK  STREET. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  rope  off  Union  Park  street, 
between  two  and  four  p.  m.,  on  Saturday,  April 
10,  1937,  for  the  cross-country  run  of  the  Cathedral 
Club,  the  expense  incident  thereto  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  City  Council,  Flags, 
Ropes  and  Stakes. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


OPPOSITION   TO   HOUSE   BILL   1194. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  go  on 
record  as  opposing  House  Bill  1194. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  let  me  simply 
state  that  House  Bill  1194  would  empower  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  to  give  additional  salaries  of 
$1,000  each  to  the  assessors  now  working  for  the 
City  of  Boston.  I  was  of  the  opinion,  and  so  was 
everybody  else  in  the  city,  that  the  present  Mayor 
was  a  reformer  and  economizer,  that  he  did  not 
believe  in  giving  thousand-dollar  raises  to  any 
gentlemen,  regardless  of  who  they  were.  But  here 
we  find  a  bill  sponsored  by  him  through  his  agent, 
asking  that  the  Legislature  empower  the  raising  of 
these  two  men  from  $5,000  to  $6,000  a  year 
salaries.     Let  me  say  to  you,  Mr.  President,  first, 
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that  with  the  exception  of  a  few  gentlemen  who 
occupy  positions  as  heads  of  departments  in  City 
Hall — such  as  our  City  Clerk,  the  head  of  our 
Law  Department  and  the  City  Auditor,  and  I  am 
now  taking  them  all  in — there  is  not  a  man  working 
as  the  head  of  a  department  in  the  city  today 
who  is  worth  $5,000  a  year,  and  yet  in  days  like 
these,  with  thousands  walking  the  streets  unable 
to  get  a  $15  a  week  job,  the  Mayor  favors  increas- 
ing the  pay  of  these  two  men  by  $1,000  a  year. 
If  I  were  Mayor  of  Boston  there  would  not  be  a 
department  head,  with  very  few  exceptions,  that 
would  get  over  $5,000  a  year.  Just  go  down  the 
list,  gentlemen,  from  your  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner— who  is  nothing  but  a  city  inspector  at 
$1,800  a  year — and  judge  for  yourselves  if  what 
I  say  is  not  true.  How  many  hours  a  day  do  they 
spend  at  their  offices?  Analyzing  the  time  they 
spend  here,  I  believe  thay  are  paid  at  the  rate  of 
about  $12  an  hour,  which  is  pretty  good  pay  for 
any  individual  working  under  what  we  understand 
to  be  a  reform  mayor,  who  says  that  he  must  cut 
the  tax  rate.  Is  that  the  way  to  cut  the  tax  rate? 
I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  member  of  this  Council, 
certainly  not  myself,  who  will  ever  allow  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  to  say  that  he  has  men  worth 
$6,000  a  year  under  him.  They  never  got  $6,000  a 
year  in  their  lives,  and  when  they  leave  at  the  end 
of  this  year  they  will  not  then  get  $6,000  a  year. 
So  I  say  to  you,  Mr.  President,  and  I  say  to  the 
members  of  this  Council,  that  I  am  absolutely 
opposed  to  this  House  Bill,  and  I  hope  the  City 
Council  will  go  on  record  as  being  opposed  to  it. 
The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


PENSION   TO   EDWARD    J.  FOGARTY. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston  here- 
by approves  the  enactment  of  legislation  to 
authorize  the  city  to  pay  a  pension  to  Edward  J. 
Fogarty,  a  member  of  the  Police  Department  who 
was  totally  disabled  on  account  of  injuries  re- 
ceived in  the  performance  of  his  duty;  provided 
that  such  legislation  includes  a  referendum  to  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EMPLOYMENT   OF   SUFFOLK   COUNTY 
CITIZENS  ON  COURT  HOUSE. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  instruct 
the  Court  House  Commission  to  live  up  to  its 
agreement  and  its  contract  by  making  certain 
that  only  citizens  of  Suffolk  County  be  employed 
on  the  project. 

Coun  DOWD — Mr.  President,  it  was  only  after 
a  great  deal  of  pressure  was  brought  upon  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  that  we  finally  voted  for  the 
Court  House,  because  we  felt  that  if  there  were 
to  be  three,  four  or  five  millions  spent  within 
Suffolk  County  men  living  in  Suffolk  County 
should  be  given  the  jobs.  But,  lo  and  behold, 
we  find  that  in  the  last  month,  in  order  to  get  a 
job  on  the  Court  House,  you  have  to  live  outside 
of  Suffolk  County.  I  think  that  the  Court  House 
Commissioners  should  be  compelled  to  live  up  to 
the  specification  in  the  contract  that  says  that 
citizens  of  Suffolk  County  shall  be  employed  first. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


NEW    HOSPITAL    SURGICAL    BUILDING. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  to  immediately 
open   the   new   Hospital   Surgical   Building   which 
has  now  been  laying  dormant  since  May  1. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  we  all  believe 
in  a  little  economy  occasionally,  but  when  the 
City  of  Boston  enters  into  a  contract,  such  as  we 
did  with  the  Federal  Government,  because  it 
was  felt  that  we  needed  a  new  surgical  hospital, 
and  getting  the  Federal  Government  to  work  with 
us  upon  it,  supplying  the  money,  it  certainly 
does  seem  a  matter  of  common  sense  that  when 
that  hospital  is  completed  we  should  at  least  open 
it.  We  have  here  a  situation  where  the  hospital 
was  completed  and  accepted  by  the  City  of  Boston 
last  May,  and  the  building  is  not  thrown  open 
for  occupancy,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  thousands 


of  Boston  people  are  being  refused  admittance 
to  the  Boston  City  Hospital  because  of  lack  of 
room,  and  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  hospital 
corridors  are  crowded  with  patients,  who  are 
almost  hanging  out  the  windows,  and  who  are 
being  sent  home  before  they  properly  should  be 
sent.  But  the  Mayor  of  Boston  refuses  to  open  up 
that  building,  because  it  might  cost  $60,000  or 
$70,000  more  and  add  a  little  to  the  tax  rate. 
I  do  not  agree  with  that  kind  of  economy,  and  I 
don't  believe  the  people  of  Boston  do.  I  say  to 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  if  you  are  sincere,  if  you  are 
not  the  hypocrite  that  I  have  called  you,  take  out 
of  the  budget  $100,000  that  you  have  included 
for  fire  engines  and  open  up  that  hospital  building 
within  twenty-four  hours. 

Coun.  DOHERTY— Mr.  President,  I,  too,  be- 
lieve that  that  hospital  building  should  be  opened 
immediately.  I  remember  one  of  the  trustees 
of  the  City  Hospital  three  years  ago  coming  before 
our  committee  and  saying  that  they  would  not  be 
liable  for  the  patients  of  the  City  Hospital  if  we 
did  not  pass  that  appropriation.  That  was  three 
years  ago.  I  would  suggest  reference  of  this 
order  to  the  Hospital  Committee,  and  I  think  I 
can  assure  the  members  of  the  Council  that  we  will 
get  action  next  Friday  morning. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Hospitals. 


TIME  OF  APPOINTMENTS  TO  FIRE   AND 
POLICE   DEPARTMENTS. 

Coun.    DOWD    offered    the    following: 

Ordered.  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
Fire  and  Police  Commissioners  to  appoint  the 
additional  men  to  these  departments  as  originally 
planned,   April   1. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  some  time  ago. 
through  an  order  in  the  City  Council  and  not  by 
action  of  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  we  requested  that 
more  firemen  and  more  policemen  be  appointed 
on  the  forces,  and  one  morning  we  woke  up  and 
were  agreeably  surprised  to  find  that  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  had  finally  agreed  with  the  Police  and 
Fire  Commissioners  that  additional  men  were 
necessary,  and  that  more  men  were  to  be  placed 
in  each  of  those  branches  of  the  service.  We 
assumed  that  that  was  so,  and  every  man  on  the 
eligible  list  was  of  the  opinion  that  on  April  1  he 
was  going  to  work  either  as  a  fireman  or  a  police- 
man. We  now  find,  in  order  that  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  may  give  to  the  people  a  false  tax  rate, — 
and  it  will  be  nothing  but  a  false  tax  rate, — 
he  says  that  he  will  defer  putting  those  men  on, 
that  so  many  will  be  put  on  now,  so  many  men 
later,  and  so  on,  and  that  he  is  going  to  let  the 
next  Mayor  of  Boston,  whoever  he  may  be, 
shoulder  the  entire  burden, — the  very  thing  that 
he  himself  cried  out  was  an  outrage  when  he  came 
in  as  Mayor.  It  is  unfortunate  that  burdens  of 
this  sort  should  be  placed  on  shoulders  where  they 
do  not  belong.  I  say  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
and  to  this  Council  that  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to 
at  least  make  this  fight.  Therefore,  I  want  to 
record  myself  against  the  Mayor  of  Boston, 
against  the  Fire  Commissioner  and  against  the 
Police  Commissioner,  in  allowing  the  appoint- 
ment of  these  men  to  be  deferred,  having  them 
put  on  under  a  stagger  system.  It  is  necessary 
that  action  be  taken,  and  why  not  act  now? 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  I  had  a  similar 
order  in  mind,  and  I  am  glad  that  the  councilor 
from  Roxbury  has  spoken  so  ably  on  this  matter. 
As  the  civil  service  law  reads,  when  application 
is  made  to  the  Civil  Service  Commissioners  to  send 
down  a  list  of  names,  as  I  understand  it,  that 
list  is  forwarded  within  ten  days,  and  the  depart- 
ment heads  are  given  thirty  days  in  which  to  make 
the  appointments,  or,  if  the  appointments  are 
not  made,  the  list  that  has  been  sent  down  is 
nullified.  That  covers  about  six  weeks.  Now, 
if  immediate  action  is  taken,  and  seventy  names 
are  sent  down,  there  is  a  chance  of  fifty,  say, 
being  appointed  within  the  six  weeks.  In  other 
words,  those  men  looking  for  positions  in  the 
Police  and  Fire  Departments  will  have  reasonable 
expectation  of  appointment,  within  a  reason- 
able time.  In  plain  words,  there  seems  to  be 
"  phenangling"  going  on  in  this  matter,  and 
I  think  we  all  feel  that  action  had  better  be  taken 
now.  In  that  way.  men  on  the  list  will  have  a 
fair  chance  and  a  fair  expectation  of  appoint- 
ment. If  the  Mayor  of  Boston  is  sincere,  as  the 
councilor  from  Roxbury  has  said,  he  can  take 
$100,000  from  fire  apparatus,  economizing  in  that 
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way.  In  other  words,  steps  can  be  taken  to 
appoint  the  men  now  within  a  reasonable  time, 
and  they  can  be  assigned  later  on.  If  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  is  not  the  dishonest  man  I  think  he  is,  he 
will  do  that. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


FOURTEEN   DAYS   SICK   LEAVE. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That   his   Honor   the   Mayor   request 
the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  to  grant 
fourteen  days  sick  leave  to  all  employees  instead 
of  the  seven  days  which  now  prevail. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


HOSPITAL   FOOD    ITEMS    IN   BUDGET. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
Budget  Commissioner  to  immediately  restore  in  the 
budget  the  money  cut  on  food  items  from  the 
City  Hospital,  Long  Island,  and  Mattapan 
Sanatorium. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  don't  know  of 
anything  lower  or  more  despicable  than  for  a  big 
man,  such  as  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  when  he  has 
before  him  the  budget  of  an  institution  like  that 
at  Mattapan,  where  those  poor  souls  will  probably 
never  again  mingle  with  their  fellowmen  and 
never  again  see  the  real  light  of  day  as  you  and 
I  see  it,  cutting  their  budget  in  such  a  way  that 
they  will  not  have  the  proper  nourishment  that 
will  keep  body  and  soul  together  as  long  as  it  is 
possible  for  them  to  exist.  The  same  characteriza- 
tion will  apply  to  the  Boston  City  Hospital  or 
any  other  institution,  and  I  now  charge  that- the 
so-called  big  Mayor  of  Boston  does  not  hesitate 
to  allow  his  man  Loonie  to  loot  the  city  and  does 
not  hestitate  to  allow  his  friend  Jack  McCarthy, 
his  campaign  manager,  to  loot  the  city,  while  on 
the  other  hand  he  claims  to  be  making  these  so- 
called  economies  in  the  alleged  interest  of  the 
taxpayers  of  Boston.  I  say  to  him,  that  if  there 
is  one  thing  he  should  do  it  is  to  put  back  the 
money  he  has  taken  from  the  food  allowance  for 
the  Boston  City  Hospital  and  for  the  Sanatorium. 
God  knows  it  is  bad  enough  to  be  sick,  but  to  be 
sick  and  also  to  be  starving  is  something  that  none 
of  us  wants  to  be.  There  is  not  a  man  here  who, 
if  he  will  tell  the  truth,  does  not  know  that  if  he 
visits  the  City  Hospital,  notifying  the  doctor 
that  he  will  be  up  there  at  12  o'clock,  he  will 
have  set  before  him  the  finest  dinner  that  can  pos- 
sibly be  prepared,  but  that  that  does  not  mean  he 
is  getting  the  food  that  the  patients  are  getting. 
That  is  the  thought  I  have  in  mind.  Our  institu- 
tions are  built  for  the  patients  and  the  inmates, 
and  the  man  who  will  not  provide  proper  nourish- 
ment for  those  patients  and  inmates  is  not  a  big 
man.  He  is  just  what  I  have  said  he  is,  just  what 
I  claim  he  is,  a  hypocrite  under  the  guise  of  an 
economist  and  a  reformer.  I  know  the  City 
Hospital  as  well  as  any  man  in  this  room.  I  know 
the  City  Hospital  better  than  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  knows  it.  I  want  to  have  those  patients 
get  the  best  possible  food,  and  you  cannot  get  it, 
no  matter  what  they  tell  you,  by  cutting  the 
budget.  We  all  know  what  it  costs  to  live  in  our 
own  homes.  We  all  know  that  food  costs  have 
gone  up  somewhat.  And  so  I  say  to  the  Mayor 
of  Boston,  cut  out  your  deceit,  cut  out  kidding 
the  people,  because  before  the  next  seven  or  eight 
months  roll  around,  they  will  probably  know  you. 
They  probably  will  realize  that,  instead  of  the  $38 
tax  rate  you  are  talking  about  now,  we  will  have  a 
$43  tax  rate,  if  people  are  to  have  the  protection 
they  are  entitled  to.  I  am  asking  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  in  all  fairness  if  he  is  at  all  humane,  if  he 
has  a  heart,  if  he  has  the  so-called  milk  of  human 
kindness  that  should  be  in  the  veins  of  any  Irish- 
man, to  put  back  in  the  budget  the  five-cent  pieees 
that  he  has  taken  from  any  of  our  institutions, 
so  that  at  least  those  in  the  institutions  may  have 
proper  food. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Hospitals. 


ROPING  FOR  ANNUAL  MARATHON. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  authorized 
to  rope  off  the  streets  at  such  points  as  may  be 


necessary  for  the  Annual  Marathon  Race,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  B.  A.  A.  on  April  19,  1937, 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Flags,  Ropes  and  Stakes. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


OPPOSITION   TO   HOUSE   BILL    1200. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  designate  a  member  of  the  Law  De- 
partment to  appear  before  the  Committee  on 
Public  Health  at  the  State  House  in  opposition 
to  House  Bill  1200,  which  seeks  to  take  away  the 
powers  now  vested  in  the  local  Board  of  Health. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD.— Mr.  President,  I  urge 
the  City  Council  to  register  opposition  to  proposed 
legislation  in  House  Bill  1200,  recommended  by 
the  commission,  which  "purports  to  give  authority 
to  state  health  officials  to  force  Boston  to  employ 
graduates  of  favored  colleges  in  virtually  every 
important  post  in  the  municipal  health  depart- 
ment." The  commission  of  which  State  Health 
Commissioner  Henry  D.  Chadwick  is  chairman 
has  advised  the  Legislature  to  empower  the  state 
department  to  establish  professional  standards  in 
health  work  and  compel  applicants  for  appoint- 
ments in  municipal  departments  to  comply  with 
such  standards.  The  report  of  the  commission 
which  is  incorporated  in  House  Bill  1200  mentions 
"physicians,  nurses,  health  officers  and  agents, 
bacteriologists,  engineers,  chemists,  etc.,"  as 
members  of  the  personnel  of  health  departments 
who  should  be  compelled  to  meet  the  standards 
fixed  by  the  state  department.  In  studying  the 
list  of  men  and  women  who  participated  in  the 
drafting  of  this  unusual  report  I  have  discovered 
that  quite  a  number  of  professional  public  welfare 
workers  had  a  share  in  the  conclusions  of  the 
commission.  With  full  knowledge  of  the  deter- 
mined efforts  of  professional  welfare  experts  from 
certain  colleges  to  obtain  control  of  the  Boston 
Department  of  Public  Welfare,  I  am  amazed  to 
find  that  their  activities  have  been  extended  to 
the  municipal  Health  Department.  From  mortal- 
ity records,  the  freedom  from  communicable 
diseases,  and  the  strict  enforcement  of  health  laws, 
I  have  had  the  impression  for  years  that  our 
Boston  Health  Department  ranked  as  high,  if  not 
higher,  than  our  state  health  department  The 
Boston  department  personnel  has  been  efficient 
and  vigilant  and  if  there  has  been  any  laxity  in 
the  protection  of  the  health  of  the  people,  official 
records  fail  to  indicate  it.  For  a  reason  which  is 
obvious  in  the  reading  of  the  report,  representa- 
tives of  certain  colleges  which  maintain  courses 
in  public'  heaith  are  ambitious  to  place  their 
graduates  in  the  important  posts  in  the  Boston 
Health  Department.  To  eliminate  these  obstacles, 
the  commission  has  recommended  the  enactment 
of  legislation  which  will  remove  the  important 
requirement  of  local  residence,  restore  the  so- 
called  educational  standards  discarded  years  ago 
and  abolish  the  preference  granted  to  veterans. 
I  doubt  that  the  Legislature  will  give  serious 
consideration  to  any  of  these  three  proposals, 
because  a  careful  reading  of  the  report  of  the 
commission  reveals  that  these  experts  and  their 
numerous  advisers  believe  that  legislation  should 
be  passed  to  "limit  candidates  for  appointment 
as  health  officers,  health  commissioners  or  agents 
of  boards  of  health  to  those  able  to  comply  with 
whatever  standards  of  training  or  experience  are 
established  by  the  state  department  of  health." 
In  other  words,  Boston  should  be  denied  the  right 
to  rule  its  own  Health  Department  and  its  elective 
officials  should  become  subordinate  to  individuals 
holding  posts  in  the  state  health  department  by 
virtue  of  the  generosity  of  the  Governor  and 
executive  council.  If  I  found  nothing  else  in  the 
report  of  the  commission  to  condemn  but  its 
advocacy  of  the  discarding  of  existing  civil  service 
regulations,  I  would  be  justified  in  denouncing  the 
convictions  of  the  commission  but  there  is  one 
paragraph  in  the  voluminous  report  that  clearly 
shows  the  motive  for  the  radical  changes  which 
are  suddenly  found  to  be  so  important  to  the 
health  of  the  people.  If  defence  of  the  proposal 
that  candidates  for  appointment  to  public  health 
posts  in  Boston  must  meet  certain  standards 
established  by  the  state  department  of  health,  the 
commissions  says: 

"Various  schools  of  public  health  now  provide 
the  necessary  facilities  for  such  education." 
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To  my  mind  this  reference  to  the  existence  of 
public  health  courses  in  unnamed  schools  reflects 
the  desire  of  college  officials,  who  cannot  maintain 
such  courses  unless  jobs  are  found  for  graduates, 
to  force  their  graduates  not  only  upon  Boston  but 
upon  every  other  municipality  in  the  Common- 
wealth. House  Bill  1200  is  made  up  of  fifty- 
eight  different  recommendations  for  the  enact- 
ment of  legislation.  I  concede  that  many  have 
great  merit.  There  is  nothing  meritorious,  how- 
ever, about  the  particular  bill  which  attempts  to 
turn  over  Boston's  Health  Department  to  the 
whims  and  caparices  of  whoever  happens  to  be 
the  health  commissioner  of  Massachusetts.  We've 
done  very  well  in  providing  health  protection  for 
the  people  of  Boston  without  the  active  help  of 
the  state  department  and  I  am  optimistic  that  we 
will  at  least  continue  to  maintain  our  very  credit- 
able record  if  we  do  not  surpass  it. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PRINTING   OF   MUNICIPAL   REGISTER. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Statistics  Department  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Rules,  to  prepare  and  have  printed  the  Munic- 
ipal Register  for  the  current  year;  and  that  the 
Clerk  of  Committees  be  authorized  to  prepare  and 
have  printed  a  pocket  edition  of  the  Organization 
of  the  City  Government;  the  expense  of  said 
register  and  organization  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  City  Documents. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LEAVE   OF   ABSENCE,  MARCH  17. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  and  JOHN 
E.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  permit  all  city  employees  who  can  be 
spared,  leave  of  absence  on  March  17,  without 
loss  of  pay. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.17  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERA:LD,  to  take  a 
recess  subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The 
members  reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber 
and  were  to  called  order  by  Chairman  GALLAG- 
HER at  4.41  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  American  League 
Baseball  Company  for  license  for  Sunday  sports — 
that  petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Licenses. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that 
Council  go  on  record  as  opposing  House  Bill  1194 
— that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  P.  W.  A.  project  on  Robert 
Gould  Shaw  School — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  17; 
nays — Coun.  Shattuck — 1. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  with  unani- 
mous consent  I  would  explain  that,  while  I  am 
usually  against  P.  W.  A.  projects,  I  understand 
that  this  involves  only  $1,000  and  also  carries  a 
provision  for  the  balance  of  the  money  to  be  paid 
by  the  School  Committee.  I  realize,  of  course, 
that  it  will  mean  Federal  aid  for  the  completion 
of  the  project,  and  I  am  also  not  unmindful  of  the 
time  that  our  colleague,  Councilor  Finley,  has  put 
in  upon  it.  I  make  this  explanation  in  order  that 
my  action  in  voting  for  the  order  today  may  not 
seem  unreasonable  or  illogical. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   CLAIMS. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Frederic  G.  Menghi, 
301  Beech  street,  Roslindale  (referred  March  1), 


to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of  execution  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of 
motor  vehicle  belonging  to  Fire  Department — 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-eight  dollars 
and  eighty  cents  (828.80)  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Frederic  6.  Menghi  in  reimbursement  for  amount 
of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to 
the  Fire  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  Reserve  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


INVESTIGATION    OF    LONG    ISLAND 
HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  an  investigation  be  ordered  at 
Long  Island  to  determine  if  there  are  any  in  there 
who  should  be  supported  by  their  children. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  in  view  of  what 
we  have  heard  this  afternoon  from  the  head  of  the 
Welfare  Department.  I  have  at  least  determined 
in  my  mind  that  there  is  a  good  and  strong  possi- 
bility that  at  the  Long  Island  Hospital  we  have 
some  individuals  who  should  be  supported  by  their 
children.  It  may  seem  a  very  easy  way  for  some 
people  to  dispose  of  their  fathers  and  mothers, 
sending  them  to  Long  Island  to  get  them  out  of 
the  way,  but  I  certainly  believe  that  such  a  repre- 
hensible practice  should  be  stopped.  I  believe  an 
investigation  by  our  Hospital  Committee  will 
show  that  there  are  some  individuals  there  who 
should  be  supported  by  members  of  their  own 
families  who  are  perfectly  able  to  take  care  of 
them. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
I  am  glad  to  speak  in  support  of  the  councilor's 
order.  I  had  occasion  to  go  to  Long  Island  with 
the  committee  last  week,  and  there  I  saw  men 
from  South  Hoston  whom  I  knew,  who  had  reared 
large  families,  «ome  of  their  children  had  been 
successful,  and  still  they  had  allowed  their  parents 
to  go  down  there  to  Long  Island,  I  asked  one  of 
the  men  why  he  was  there,  and  he  said  he  thought 
that  was  the  easiest  way.  that  he  didn't  want  to 
embarrass  his  family,  and  that  therefore  he  went 
to  Long  Island.  I  feel,  like  my  colleague  from 
Ward  8  (Coun.  Dowd)  that  these  cases  snould  be 
investigated  to  determine  why  the  children  cannot 
support  their  parents. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Hospitals. 


WARD  14  STREETS. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That     the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  Lawrence  avenue, 
Ward  14. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  Stanwood 
street,  Ward  14. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  Intervale  street, 
Ward  14. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE     ON     JITNEY 
LICENSES. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY,  for  the  Committee 
on  Jitney  Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  (referred  December  2, 
1935)  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  to  run  jitneys 
between  Ashmont  Station  and  junction  of  Norfolk 
and  Morton  streets — recommending  that  permit  be 
granted. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  speaking  on 
this  particular  order  I  desire  to  state  that  in  the 
Ward  17  district  of  Boston  it  has  been  my  in- 
variable custom  to  oppose  jitney  bus  lines  passing 
unless  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  petition  signed  by  a 
very  substantial  majority  of  the  people  living  on 
those    streets    in    favor    of    it.     This    particular 
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petition  eliminates  passage  on  Evans  street,  and 
instead  substitutes  on  Morton  and  Corbet  streets, 
containing  mostly  stores.  I  have  had  sent  to  me 
a  petition  signed  by  a  number  of  substantial  resi- 
dents, signed  by  Hyman  Mintz,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent men  in  the  district,  and  others,  favoring 
the  granting  of  the  petition  of  the  Elevated,  and 
for  that  reason  I  do  not  oppose  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  a  few  weeks 
ago  a  similar  order  came  into  this  body  in  relation 
to  a  bus  line  in  Charlestown,  and  I  asked  that  that 
be  held  up,  hoping  by  holding  it  up  that  I  might 
be  able  to  get  the  Elevated  to  give  some  better 
service,  the  present  service  being  lamentable. 
I  have  been  wondering  about  the  legality  of  the 
bus  line  route  proposed  by  the  Elevated,  and  I 
would  move  that  the  Law  Department  be  requested 
to  investigate  the  legality  of  that  bus  line. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— The  Chair  would 
suggest  that  you  present  a  separate,  written  order. 

Report  accepted;  license  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 


CONVENIENCE   STATION,    ROSLINDALE 
MUNICIPAL   BUILDING. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  and  JAMES  F. 
FINLEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  arrange  for  the  installation  of  a  con- 
venience station  on  the  first  floor  of  the  Munieipal 
Building  in  Roslindale  square,  for  the  convenience 
of  the  people  of  that  district. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FIRE   BOX   LIGHTS. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Fire  Department  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  using  some  other  type  of  light 
than  the  present  red  light  on  the  fire  boxes,  as  at 
the  present  time  these  red  lights  are  the  cause  of 
many  accidents  due  to  motorists  stopping  in 
congested  traffic. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ROPING   OFF   CENTRE   STREET. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY,  DOHERTx', 
KILROY  and  FINLEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  Centre  street,  Jamaica  Plain,  be 
roped  off  on  Saturday  afternoon,  April  17,  1937, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  Michael  J.  O'Connell  Post 
Annual  Road  Race,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  City  Council,  Ropes  and 
Stakes. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NAME    OF    WESLEY    STREET    CHANGED. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  change  the  name  of  Wesley  street, 
Ward  7,  to  Chmielinski  street,  in  honor  of  the 
late  Rev.  John  M.  Chmielinski,  who  for  so  many 
years  served  as  pastor  of  the  Church  of  Our  Lady 
of  Czenstochowa  in  South  Boston. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LOW-COST   MILK   FOR   BOSTON. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  matter  of  low-cost  milk  for  Boston. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  rather  than 
take  up  the  time  of  the  body  I  would  like  to 
submit  for  the  record  some  of  the  material  that 

I  have  in  my  possession. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — If  there  is  no  objec- 
tion, what  Councilor  Norton  wishes  to  submit  may 
be  included  in  the  record. 

Coun.  NORTON  submitted  the  following: 

March  12,  1937. 

Mr.  Mayor, — Why  can't  Boston  have  low-cost 
milk  for  the  undernourished  as  well  as  all  these 
other  American  cities? 

Milk  is  the  principal  item  in  the  food  list  of  the 
poor.  Thousands  of  our  people  are  not  getting 
enough  of  it. 

Why  can't  a  milk  team  drive  up  to  certain 
designated  spots  in  each  district  and  deliver  this 
milk  to  those  with  cards  at  say  from  7  a.  m.  to 

II  a.  m.  Cards  to  be  given  out  by  welfare  agencies 
and  others  to  families  that  need  more  milk.  The 
family  does  not  have  to  be  on  welfare. 

If  New  York  City  and  others,  as  per  the  attached 
list,  can  do  this,  why  can't  Boston?  It  would  help 
tremendously  if  a  family  could  purchase  three 
quartB  of  milk  for  the  price  they  now  pay  for  two, 
or  thereabout. 

Respectfully, 
Clement  A.  Noeton, 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington,  D.  C, 

March  3,  1937. 
Hon.  Clement  Norton, 

Boston  City  Hall,  Boston,  Mass. 
Dear  Mr.  Norton, — I  am  inclosing  a  copy  of  a 
report  made  to  Mr.  Montgomery  with  respect  to 
the  municipal  distribution  of  welfare  milk.  This 
report  covers  the  survey  which  was  mentioned  to 
you  sometime  ago  and  concerning  which  a  letter 
was  written  to  you  with  some  of  the  preliminary 
findings.  I  regret  the  delay  in  furnishing  you 
with  this' information,  but  it  was  at  first  thought 
that  this  material  might  be  published,  in  which 
case  publication  was  to  be  sent  to  you. 

I   hope   that   this  information   may   eventually 
prove  of  some  use  to  you  in  your  campaign   to 
provide  milk  at  lower  prices  to  the  poor  of  Boston. 
Very  truly  yours, 
HowaKd  C.  Feddersen, 
Associate  Economist, 
Consumers'  Counsel  Division. 
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None. 
None. 

Pvt. 
Yes. 

12  cents. 
No  It.*' 

- 

Arkansas: 

Little  Rock 

-   10  cents. 
Bid  Basis. 

California: 

Alameda    County     (Berkeley    and 
Oakland). 

*  No  return. 
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MUNICIPAL   DISTRIBUTION   OF   WELFARE   MILK, 
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California. — Continued. 

Yes. 

Yes. 
None. 
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Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 
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Yes. 

Pvt. 

Yes. 
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Yes. 
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Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 

Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 

13  cents. 

12  cents. 

13  cents. 
No  R.* 

12  cents. 

14  ecu  is. 

14  cents. 
12  cents. 

10  cents. 

11  cents. 

11  cents. 

12  cents 
12  cents. 

11  cents. 
11  cents. 

11  cents. 

No  R.* 

12  cents. 
No  R.* 

13  cents. 
13  cents. 
13  cents. 

11  cents. 

10  cents. 

12  cents. 

11  cents. 
11  cents. 

Bid  Basis. 

R.  D.  M. 

Connecticut: 

Hartford 

Home;  10 
cents  to 
Station. 

Bid. 

Illinois: 

Decatur 

Indiana: 

Elkhart 

7  cents. 

9}  cents. 
91  cents. 

Fort  Wayne 

Ill  cents. 

South  Bend 

Iowa: 

Des  Moines 

Kansas: 

Kentucky: 

Ret.  3  cents. 

Massachusetts: 

New  Bedford 

Michigan: 
Flint. . . . 

Kalamazoo 

9.5  cents. 

*  No  return. 
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MUNICIPAL   DISTRIBUTION   OF   WELFARE   MILK, 
OCTOBER,    1936.  —  Continued. 
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State  and  City. 

.3  8 

5 

U  0)  i-, 
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0 
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Minnesota: 

Yes. 

10%  discount. 

10%  discount. 

8  cents. 

St.  Paul 

Yes 

Yes. 

9  cents. 

Missouri: 

Yes. 

10-11  cents. 

Wholesale. 

Yes. 

13  cents. 

Nebraska: 

YeB. 

10%  discount. 

New  Hampshire: 

Yes. 

5%  discount. 
5%  discount. 

Yes. 

New  Jersey: 

Yes. 

10%  discount. 
10%  discount. 
10%  discount. 

• 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

13  cents. 

New  York: 

Yes. 

13  cents. 

11  cents. 

Yes. 

Buffalo 

Yes. 
Yes. 

12  cents. 

13  cents. 

Mt.  Vernon 

103  cents. 

Yes. 

No  R.  * 

10  i  cents. 

New  York  City 

Yes. 

Yes. 

No  R.  * 

10.5  cents. 

Yes. 

13  cents. 

16§%  discount. 

Yes. 

Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 

13  cents. 
13  centB. 
13  cents. 

11  cents. 

Ohio: 

Yes. 
Yes. 

11  cents. 
11  cents. 

20%  discount. 
20%  discount. 

Yes. 
Yes. 

13  cents. 
No  R.* 

Ret.  2  cents. 

Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 

No  R.  * 

11  cents. 

Oklahoma: 

Tulsa  

Yes. 

13  cents. 

♦No 

-eturn. 
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MUNICIPAL   DISTRIBUTION   OF   WELFARE   MILK, 
OCTOBER,    1936.  —  Concluded. 


State  and  City. 

—    U 

-fa 
S 

TJCLi     . 
u.  o  iU 

jj  a  os 
.fe'E  3 

Q 

a,  "3 
P4 

Pennsylvania: 

Pvt. 
Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 

Yes. 

Pvt. 

Yes. 

Pvt, 
Yes. 

Yes. 
Pvt. 
Yes. 

Yes. 

Pvt. 

Pvt. 

Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 
Yes. 

13  cents. 

12  cents. 

13  cents. 
NoR.* 

14  cents. 

15  cents. 

10  cents. 

12  cents. 

12  cents. 

No  R.* 

11  cents. 
No  R.  * 

13  cents. 

12  cents. 

11  cents. 

12  cents. 
12  cents. 
10  cents. 
12  cents. 
12  cents. 
10  cents. 

York 

Rhode  Island: 

South  Carolina: 

South  Dakota: 

Sioux  Falls 

Tennessee: 

Texas: 

El  Paso 

Fort  Worth 

Bid. 

Virginia: 

West  Virginia: 

Washington: 

10  cents. 

Wisconsin: 

Oshkosh 

9  cents. 

105  cents. 

Wausau 

*No  return. 
The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REAL   TAX   RATE   FOR    1937. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  informing  the  city  regarding  the  real  tax 
rate  for  the  year  1937. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  on  October 
26,  1933,  Mayor  Mansfield  declared  at  the  Boston 
Chamber  of  Commerce:  "There  is  no  excuse  for 
the  Boston  tax  rate  being  over  $25."  The  real 
Father  of  Tax  Limitation,  today  denies  the  paternal 
relationship.  The  Mayor  has  borrowed  nearly 
$20,000,000  for  current  expenses.  His  predecessor 
borrowed  but  $7,600,000  for  such  a  purpose  in  1933, 
the  first  year  in  history  Boston  ever  borrowed  for 
current  expenses.  Boston's  real  tax  rate  is  around 
$42.20.  A  rate  of  around  $38  will  be  announced. 
The  next  Mayor  must  pay.     Must  find  the  money 


for  police  and  firemen  now  going  on.  Unheard  of 
borrowing  may  boost  next  year's  rate  up  to  around 
$45.  Thousands  will  lose  their  homes  and  prop- 
erty. The  Mayor  can  cushion  this  blow  by  boldly 
facing  the  facts  now!     I  trust  he  will. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  the 
councilor  a  question? 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — If  there  is  no  objec- 
tion. 

Coun.  DOWD — What,  in  your  opinion,  should 
be  the  real,  true  tax  rate  for  Boston  for  the  coming 
year? 

Coun.  NORTON — In  my  opinion,  if  the  Mayor 
is  candid,  the  real  tax  rate  of  the  city  will  be  about 
$42.20,  the  highest  in  all  the  world. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 
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CLOSING   OF   DUMPS. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  consider  the  advis- 
ability of  closing  up  active  dumps. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  over  here  in 
South  Boston,  near  thousands  of  homes  on  Gallivan 
Boulevard,  we  find  scattered  dumps.  The  same  is 
true  in  my  ward,  and  in  the  Roslindal'e  area,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Beech  street.  We  find  in  different 
parts  of  the  city  active  dumps,  with  rats,  flies, 
odors  and  fires.  Near  Mount  Hope  there  is  a  big, 
active  dump,  near  a  number  of  residences.  I  think 
the  time  has  come  when  Boston  should  consider 
this  subject  very  seriously,  perhaps  dumping  out  in 
Sharon  or  getting  some  place  in  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts where  there  would  be  no  objection  to  dump- 
ing, places  where  there  are  not  residential  neigh- 
borhoods for  miles  around.  It  would  require  but 
a  short  run  to  find  areas  several  miles  away  where 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  dumping,  thereby 
eliminating  these  active  dumps  in  residential  areas 
of  our  city.  I  suppose  there  is  not  another  large 
city  in  the  world  where  they  do  not  have  arrange- 
ments for  incineration  in  places  where  there  would 
be  no  objection  to  it,  either  inside  or  outside  the 
city  limits.  But  if  we  haven't  money  for  an  in- 
cinerator, or  if  there  is  no  place  where  it  can  be 
located  without  objection,  I  certainly  think  that 
dumping  should  be  done  beyond  our  Hyde  Park 
or  other  city  limits,  where  it  is  an  offence  to  resi- 
dential neighborhoods.  There  are  large  areas, 
practically  uninhabited,  where  dumping  could  be 
done  with  a  run  of  only  a  few  miles. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


LEGALITY  OF  CHARLESTOWN  BUS  LINE. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Law  Department,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  ascertain  the  legality  of  the 
bus  line  now  operating  from  City  square,  Charles- 
town,  down  Park  street,  through  Henley  street  to 
Chelsea  street  and  thence  to  Chelsea  square, 
Chelsea. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESIGNATION   AS   TREASURER   OR 
SECRETARY. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  direct  John  C.  L.  Dowling,  now  secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Assessors,  to  either  resign  his  present 
position  or  his  position  as  treasurer  of  the  Federal 
Savings  Bank  of  Boston. 

Coun.     MELLEN— Mr.     President,     the     dis- 
closures    today     by     Mr.     Moynihan,     executive 


director  of  Public  Welfare,  proved  to  me  conclu- 
sively that  the  former  director,  Mr.  Dowling, 
could  not  give  the  proper  time  to  that  job  and  at 
the  same  time  run  this  bank  with  which  he  is 
connected.  He  is  now  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Assessors,  and  is  still  treasurer  of  the  Federal 
Savings  Bank  of  Boston.  It  seems  to  me  there  is 
the  same  objection  existing  today  to  his  holding 
both  the  positions  that  existed  when  he  was  in  the 
Public  Welfare  Department.  There  is  no  doubt 
whatever  in  my  mind  that  his  activity  must  be 
lamentably  short  of  efficiency.  Mr.  Moynihan 
pointed  out  to  us  many  lamentable  cases  that 
could  have  been  remedied  under  Mr.  Dowling, 
but  were  not.  That  is  the  resaon  why  I  now  call 
upon  the  Mayor  to  request  Mr.  Dowling  to  either 
resign  as  treasurer  of  the  savings  bank  or  to  give 
up  his  position  in  the  Assessing  Department. 
Either  of  these  is  a  very  lucrative  position  for  a 
man  of  his  ability. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  simply  wish 
to  say  in  fairness  to  Mr.  Moynihan  that  he  did 
not  at  all  intimate  in  the  statement  he  made  to 
us — and  I  don't  think  the  councilor  meant  to 
suggest  here  that  he  did — that  Mr.  Dowling,  by 
reason  of  his  holding  the  positions  of  director  of 
Public  Welfare  and  treasurer  of  the  Federal  Sav- 
ings Bank  was  not  a  complete  success  in  his  work 
in  the  department.  I  think  that  is  something 
that  should  appear  on  the  record.  I  certainly 
would  not  want  it  to  appear  that  Mr.  Moynihan 
had  made  any  such  criticism  of  his  predecessor  as 
might  be  gathered  from  what  has  been  said  here 
by  the  councilor.  I  do  not  think  for  a  moment 
that  the  councilor  would  desire  any  such  inference 
drawn  from  the  remarks  before  our  committee  of 
Mr.  Moynihan  with  reference  to  his  predecessor, 
Mr.  Dowling.  I  know  that  Mr.  Moynihan  did 
not  mean  it  in  that  way. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  agree  with 
both  Councilor  Mellen  and  Councilor  Wilson,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  why  should  not  the  Mayor  make 
a  good  job  of  it?  Why  should  one  department 
head  be  singled  out?  There  are  other  department 
heads  who  might  well  be  subject, to  criticism,  and 
if  there  is  to  be  any  action  taken,  why  not  go 
down  the  line  and  face,  say  to  every  department 
head,  "Either  you  give  up  your  $5,000,  $6,000, 
$7,000  or  $8,000  job,  or  attend  to  the  city's 
business." 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  put 
myself  on  record  as  heartily  subscribing  to  the 
sentiment  expressed  by  the  councilor  from  Ward  17, 
and  I  regret  that  I  did  not  state  what  the  councilor 
has  brought  out  when  I  introduced  the  order. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


Adjourned  at  5.01  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
DOHERTY,  to  meet  on  Monday,  March  22, 
1937,  at  2  p.  m. 


CITY    OF    BOSTON    PBINTINC    DEPARTMENT 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  March  22,  1937. 
Regular  meeting  of  City  Council  in  the  Council 
Chamber,    City    Hall,    at    2    p.    m.,    President 
FITZGERALD    in    the    chair.     Absent,    Coun. 
Kilroy. 


PROTECTION    OF    W.     P.     A.     WORKMEN 
ON  WOOD   AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  22,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
relative  to  your  order  of  February  8,  1937,  con- 
cerning the  protection  of  W.  P.  A.  workmen,  on 
the  Wood  avenue  project  in  Hyde  Park,  against 
danger  of  personal  injuries  from  blasting. 

In  compliance  with  the  suggestion  contained  in 
this  report  of  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
I  have  referred  this  order  to  the  Park  Department, 
which  is  supervising  a  W.  P.  A.  project  in  that 
vicinity,  for  supplementary  report. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston,    . 
Public  Works  Department,  March  15,  1937. 
Mr.    John    F.    Gilmore,    Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  order  pasBed  by  the  City 
Council  dated  February  8,  relative  to  safety 
measures  and  precautions  to  be  taken  by  W.  P.  A. 
authorities  in  regard  to  blasting  in  Wood  avenue 
in  Hyde  Park,  you  are  advised  that  this  work  is 
not  done  by  W.  P.  A.  workers  but  by  contract 
under  which  the  contractor  is  required  to  carry 
ihsurance  for  personal,  public  and  property  and 
bonded  in  due  form. 

I  have  issued  instruction  to  the  W.  P.  A.  and 
the  city  employees  in  charge  of  the  sewer  project 
to  comply  with  the  Council  order.  You  are 
further  advised  that  there  is  a  W.  P.  A.  project 
under  the  City  Park  Department,  adjacent  to 
Wood  avenue,  Hyde  Park,  where  blasting  is  being 
done  and  the  Public  Works  Department  has  no 
jurisdiction  therein.  I  would  recommend  that  the 
Park  Department  be  apprised  of  the  City  Council 
order. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Edward  M.  Richardson, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments: 

Measurers  of  Grain:  John  Lowney,  8  Washington 
square,  Charlestown,  Mass.;  John  T.  Shanahan, 
11  Elwood  street,  Charlestown,  Mass.;  John 
Davin,  Jr.,  21  Wheeler  street,  Somerville,  Mass. 

Weigher  of  Coal:  Howard  W.  Colby,  19  Garden- 
side  street,  Roslindale,  Mass. 

Weigher  of  Goods:  Howard  W.  Colby, 
19  Gardenside  street,  Roslindale,  Mass. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

John  Joseph  Carey,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
due  to  an  alleged  defect  on  sidewalk,  Bay  street. 

Harry  F.  Cook,  for  reimbursement  of  wages  as 
expert,  Employment  Division,  Public  Welfare 
Department. 


Margaret  Keady,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  collapse  of  grandstand  at  East  Newton 
Street  Armory. 

Samuel  Litman,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Wallace  R.  Marden,  for  damage  to  property  at 
475  Beacon  street,  caused  by  break  in  water  main. 

Peter  P.  McGinley,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  alleged  defect  at  24  Magazine  street, 
Roxbury. 

James  Ritchie  Raeder,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  259  Fairmount  avenue,  Hyde 
Park,  caused  by  employees  of  Public  Works 
Department. 

May  R.  Rosenthal,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Harry  J.  Suprenant,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  alleged  defect  at  Chelsea  and 
Marion  streets,  East  Boston. 

Alfred  J.  Torpey,  for  reimbursement  of  execu- 
tion against  him  for  acts  as  employee  of  Public 
Works  Department,  Water  Division. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  place?  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Mrs.  B.  Smith,  at  Jeremiah  Burke  School  Hall, 
April  12. 

Lilafrances  Viles,  at  Current  Events  Hall, 
May  1. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 

Petition  of  National  League  Baseball  Club  of 
Boston,  Inc.,  for  license  for  outdoor  athletic  sports 
on  Lord's  Day. 


LEASE   OF   JACOB   FOSS   SCHOOL. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  School 
Committee  requesting  authority  to  lease  Jacob 
Foss  School,  Charlestown,  to  Bunker  Hill  Post 
No.  26,  American  Legion. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLE'S  BOND. 

The  constable's  bond  of  Harry  Greenbaum, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
was  received  and  approved. 


INTEREST  IN  CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  William  H.  Ellis, 
member  of  Board  of  Appeal,  of  interest  in  contract 
for  repairs  to  Chelsea  North  Bridge,  Department  of 
Public   Works. 

Placed  on- file. 


SOLDIERS'  RELIEF. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston 
for  the  month  of  March. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  HOSPITALS. 

Coun.  DOHERTY,  for  the  Committee  on  Hos- 
pitals, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  March  15)  that  the 
Mayor  direct  Trustees  of  City  Hospital  to  open  new 
Surgical  Building — that  same  ought  to  pass: 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  March  15)  that 
Mayor  direct  Budget  Commissioner  to  restore  in 
budget  money  cut  on  food  items  from  City  Hospital, 
Long  Island  and  Mattapan  Sanatorium — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  orders. 

Coun.  DOHERTY— Mr.  President,  last  Friday 
morning  we  went  before  the  Trustees  of  the  City 
Hospital  on  the  two  orders  introduced  by  the 
councilor  from  Ward  8  (Coun.  Dowd),  and  were 
informed  that  the  new  Surgical  Building  would  be 
opened  as  soon  as  possible.  They  did  not  seem  to 
know  at  that  time  that  the  Mayor  had  sent  in  a 
message  cutting  their  appropriation  $161,000, 
and  when  that  was  called  to  their  attention  they 
said  they  did  not  know  exactly  when  the  new 
building  would  be  opened. 
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Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  perhaps  I  might 
supplement  the  report  presented  by  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  by  stating  that  if  there  is  one 
thing  that  any  Mayor  of  Boston  owes  to  the 
citizens  of  Boston  it  is  to  at  least  see  that  they 
have  a  proper  place  where  they  may  go  and  receive 
the  best  possible  medical  and  surgical  care.  There 
are  some  rather  strange  circumstances  in  connec- 
tion with  this  matter.  Back  in  1934,  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  sent  to  this  body  a  request  for  several 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  a  new  surgical  build- 
ing, insisting  that  the  people  of  Boston  must 
have  the  best  surgical  care  that  it  was  within  our 
ability  to  give.  The  City  Council  agreed  with 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  immediately  passed 
that  order.  But  we  find  afterwards,  that  the  new 
surgical  building,  over  on  Massachusetts  avenue, 
has  been  accepted  by  the  City  of  Boston  since  last 
May  and  that,  despite  the  fact  that  contractors 
have  been  looting  the  city,  that  building  is  still 
standing  idle,  still  standing  dormant,  depreciating 
day  after  day,  with  the  entire  building  half  fur- 
nished with  instruments  and  the  necessities 
for  surgical  care.  I  wanted  to  place  the  responsi- 
bility where  it  belongs.  For  that  reason  your 
committee  waited  upon  the  trustees  last  Friday 
morning,  and  they  were  rather  surprised  to  find 
that  the  Mayor  had  cut  the  budget.  This  situa- 
tion is  upon  the  records  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital, 
and  I  ask  the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  deny  the  state- 
ment. You,  Mr.  Mayor,  appeared  at  a  meeting 
of  the  trustees  and  gave  your  solemn  word  that  the 
building  would  be  opened  the  first  of  April.  You 
then  proceeded  to  put  the  money  in  the  budget, 
you  sent  the  budget  to  us,  with  the  money  in  the 
budget,  and  you  then  found  that  you  were  on  the 
threshold  of  a  $40  tax  rate,  and  so  you  did  a  miser- 
able and  contemptible  thing,  that  no  man  in 
public  life  ever  should  do  or  has  done  since  I  have 
been  a  member  of  this  body.  You  said  to  the 
poor  of  Boston,  and  I  defy  you  to  deny  this  state- 
ment, that  they  were  to  have  the  advantage  of 
this  hospital,  and  then  you  deliberately  went 
back  on  your  word,  refusing  to  help,  through  the 
use  of  the  building,  those  poor  unfortunates,  who 
perhaps  will  never  walk  out  of  that  institution 
again  into  the  light  of  day.  They  are  crowded 
up  there,  are  lying  about  like  cattle,  when  they 
might  enjoy  the  accommodations  that  would  be 
afforded  by  this  new  surgical  building.  Some  of 
them  are  spending  their  last  few  days  or  minutes  as 
American  citizens  without  the  care,  attention  and 
accommodation  that  they  should  have,  because  of 
the  present  crowded  condition  in  the  hospital,  a 
situation  that  could  be  easily  relieved  by  the  use  of 
this  new  surgical  building.  I  charge  the  Mayor 
with  being  responsible  for  having  that  building, 
costing  several  hundred  thousand  dollars,  lying 
idle,  dormant,  since  last  May,  while  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  is  giving  to  his  contractor  friends  money 
that  belongs  to  the  poor  of  Boston.  As  to  the 
other  order  that  has  been  reported,  let  me  say  this: 
There  is  not  an  institution  in  the  city,  the  state  or 
the  country  that  does  not  appear  at  least  to  recog- 
nize its  employees.  The  City  Hospital,  to  my  mind, 
has  the  finest  set  of  employees  that  can  be  found 
in  any  institution  in  the  state.  We  find  them 
helping  every  state  institution  in  every  possible 
way.  There  is  not  an  employee  of  the  City  Hos- 
pital who,  every  time  he  enters  a  ward,  does  not  lay 
himself  open  to  some  infection  or  disease.  Still, 
these  trustees,  in  their  narrow-minded  and  arrogant 
attitude,  believing  that  a  man  or  woman  who 
works  for  a  living  is  not  as  good  as  they  are,  cut  the 
sick  leave  of  the  employees  from  fourteen  days  to 
seven  days.  There  is  not  an  executive  in  any  one 
of  our  institutions,  there  is  not  a  department  head 
in  the  City  of  Boston  who,  if  he  wants  to  go  to 
Havana,  Bermuda  or  Florida,  will  not  do  so  at  any 
time,  and  stay  away  practically  as  long  as  he  wishes. 
But  while  these  heads  of  departments,  receiving 
$7,000,  $8,000  and  $9,000  a  year  from  the  city, 
do  just  about  as  they  please,  faithful  employees  are 
not  allowed  to  have  the  days  of  sick  leave  that  are 
accorded  in  common  humanity  to  practically  every- 
body in  business  or  municipal  life.  The  Mayor 
of  Boston  does  nothing  to  stop  department  heads 
from  leaving  Boston  in  the  dead  of  winter,  when 
the  exercise  of  their  duties  is  sorely  needed,  while 
he  deprives  underpaid  employees  of  their  fourteen 
days'  sick  leave.  I  am  not  so  much  excited  about 
anyone  taking  a  month,  two  or  three  months, 
vacation,  as  I  am  at  this  damnable  outrage,  when 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  or  any  Board  of  Trustees  can 
say  to  a  man  or  woman  receiving  $10,  $12,  or  $14  a 
week,  "You  can  have  only  seven  days  off  in  case 
of  sickness,"   while  these  heads   of  departments 


under  the  Mayor,  receiving  $5,000  to  $10,000  a 
year  can  take  six  months  off  if  necessary  without  the 
loss  of  a  single  day's  pay. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  both  orders  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Hospitals  were  passed. 


JITNEY   LICENSES. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY,  for  the  Committee 
on  Jitney  Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  (referred  March  1)  for  license  to  operate 
motor  vehicles  between  Morton  street  and  Blue 
Hill  avenue  and  Forest  Hills  Station — recom- 
mending that  leave  be  granted. 

The  question  came  on  accepting  the  report  and 
granting  the  license. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG— Mr.  President,  this  bus 
line  service  is  one  in  which  I  have  been  greatly  in- 
terested, and  have  for  some  time  been  advocating, 
as  it  will  fill  a  much-needed  service,  especially 
will  it  be  of  added  convenience  and  comfort  to  the 
hundreds  employed  at  the  Boston  State  Hospital, 
as  it  will  enable  them  to  secure  direct  transporta- 
tion to  the  institution,  either  from  Blue  Hill 
avenue  and  Morton  street  or  from  the  Forest  Hills 
Station.  The  thousands  of  visitors  who  call  at 
the  institution  on  Morton  street  to  visit  the 
patients  will  be  able  to  do  so  in  a  more  convenient 
manner.  This  bus  line  will  serve  as  a  direct 
connection  for  those  persons  who  are  obliged 
to  visit  or  seek  treatment  at  the  Forest  Hills 
Hospital,  and  will  unquestionably  become  one  of 
the  most  popular  bus  services  in  suburban  Boston. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
the  committee  felt,  as  I  feel  the  members  of  the 
body  generally  feel,  that  this  proposed  line  mil 
supply  a  long  felt  want  in  the  matter  of  access  to 
these  institutions.  People  will  now  be  able  to 
go  there  and  see  their  friends,  without  an  arduous 
walk  over  a  two-mile  road.  If  the  petition  is 
granted,  it  will  enable  many  more  people  to  visit 
their  friends  and  relatives  who  are  receiving 
hospital  care. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  license  granted. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  NORTON  said: 

Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  make 
a  statement. 

President  FITZGERALD— If  there  is  no  ob- 
jection the  councilor  may  proceed. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
thank  the  Jitney  Committee  for  reporting  favor- 
ably and  other  members  of  the  Council  for  granting 
this  bus  line.  It  is  a  thing  that  has  been  agitated 
for  years.  We  may  all  be  glad  that  it  has  now 
been  acted  upon  favorably,  as  it  will  be  a  great 
relief  to  thousands  of  unfortunates. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  (referred  March  15)  for  license  to  operate 
motor  vehicles  on  from  junction  of  Weld  street 
and  Maple  street,  over  Maple  street.  Centre  street, 
Corey  street,  Pomfret  street  and  Maple  street  to 
Weld  street — recommending  that  leave  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  license  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


AGAINST   PLANETARIUM. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  be  re- 
corded as  not  in  favor  of  the  construction  of  a 
planetarium  in  Boston,  out  of  the  income  of  the 
George  Robert  White  Fund,  until  the  Mayor  can 
find  enough  money  to  open  the  new  surgical  build- 
ing at  the  Boston  City  Hospital. 

Coun.  MELLEN— Mr.  President.  I  see  no 
reason  why  the  City  of  Boston  should  take  upon 
itself  the  additional  maintenance  expense  which 
would  go  with  this  proposed  planetarium  because 
under  the  provisions  of  the  George  R.  White  Fund, 
if  this  planetarium  is  erected  from  its  funds,  the 
city  will  have  to  pay  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
building.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  is  objection- 
able, particularly  at  a  time  when  the  city's  funds 
are  so  limited  and  when  the  City  Hospital  is  in 
need  of  money  for  the  maintenance  of  this  new 
surgical  building.  Therefore,  at  a  time  when  we 
should  be  doing  what  we  can  to  give  support  of  the 
movement  to  open  and  maintain  the  new  surgical 
building,  I  think  the  City  Council  should  not  vote 
for  the  construction  of  a  planetarium  from  the 
George  R.  White  Funds,  when  it  will  mean  an 
additional  draft  upon  the  treasury  of  the  city  for 
maintenance  of  that  institution. 
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President  FITZGERALD— Of  course,  the 
money  for  the  maintenance  of  the  new  surgical 
building  will  not  come  from  this  fund. 

Coun.  MELLEN — No,  and  I  did  not  say  that  it 
would,  Mr.  President,  I  am  merely  bringing  out 
the  fact  that  city  money  will  be  needed  for  the 
maintenance  of  this  planetarium,  if  it  is  constructed 
from  the  George  R.  White  Fund,  at  a  time  when  we 
will  need  money  for  the  maintenance  of  the  new 
City  Hospital  building. 

The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


LEASE   OF  JACOB   FOSS   SCHOOL. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  lease  to  the  Bunker  Hill 
Post  No.  26,  American  Legion,  the  Jacob  Foss 
School,  Charlestown,  for  such  term  and  upon  such 
conditions  as  said  committee  may  deem  advisable. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ROLLER   SKATING   FACILITIES. 

Coun.  FINLEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  constructing  roller  skating 
facilities  on  the  playgrounds  of  Boston. 

Coun.  FINLEY— Mr.  President,  the  problem  of 
providing  roller  skating  facilities  for  the  children 
of  Boston  has  become  a  serious  one  and  must  be 
given  the  consideration  of  the  Park  Department 
authorities.  There  have  been  a  number  of  acci- 
dents reported  recently  in  which  boys  and  girls, 
skating  on  the  streets,  have  been  seriously  injured 
by  motorists.  We  can't  just  say  that  these  boys 
and  girls  should  not  roller  skate  on  the  street  and 
let  it  go  at  that.  We  know  they  shouldn't  but  we 
also  know  they  do.  As  a  matter  of  fact  at  the 
present  time  these  youngsters  must  either  skate 
on  the  sidewalks  or  the  streets,  if  they  are  to 
skate  at  all.  In  most  sections  there  aren't  any 
other  facilities  for  them.  If  they  skate  on  the 
sidewalk  there  is  danger  they  will  injure  pedestrians 
or  other  children.  If  they  skate  on  the  street  they 
may  be  run  down  by  automobiles  or  trucks. 
T  would  suggest  that  the  Park  Department  con- 
sider sponsoring  a  W.  P.  A.  project  for  the  con- 
struction of  roller  Bkating  facilities  on  our  play- 
grounds. They  could  build  either  circular  tracks, 
similar  in  shape  to  our  running  tracks.  Or  they 
could  construct  some  sort  of  an  area  such  as  is 
used  for  ice  skating.  We  must  keep  these 
youngsters  from  roller  skating  on  busy  streets, 
and  in  order  to  do  that  it  is  essential  to  provide 
some  place  where  they  can  have  their  sport  in 
perfect  safety. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
I  think  that  is  a  very  excellent  order.  They  have 
constructed  such  a  place  in  Chelsea,  and  the  chil- 
dren all  go  there  and  enjoy  themselves  and  are 
safe  and  not  a  menace  to  the  public.  I  think  it 
can  be  done  without  great  expense,  and  it  will 
keep  the  children  off  the  streets  and  the  sidewalks. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PROPOSED   RESCISSION   OF   LOANS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  submit 
to  the  City  Council  rescission  orders  for  loan 
approved  October  9,  1935,  for  $2,500,000  for  New 
City  Hall,  and  for  loan  approved  December  12, 
1935,  for  $60,000  for  New  City  Hall,  Plans,  Etc., 
for  the  reason  that  both  loans  were  authorized  in 
anticipation  of  Federal  participation  which  it  is 
now  impossible  to  obtain. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  away  back  in 
October,  1935,  we  were  sent  a  very  glowing  message 
by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  as  a  result  of  one  of 
those  Bocial  trips  he  took  to  Washington — which, 
by  the  way,  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  have  paid  for — 
in  which  he  assured  us  that  he  had  the  funds  for  a 
new  City  Hall  right  in  his  vest  pocket;  and  for 
that  reason  and  because  we  were  of  the  opinion 
that  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  Boston  men  would 
be  put  to  work — not  knowing  the  Mayor  then  as 
we  do  now — we  approved  the  loan  order  to  build  a 
new  City  Hall.     That  was  back  in  October,  1935, 


but  eighteen  months  ago.  The  Mayor  then  came 
along  with  another  loan  order  for  $60,000,  with  the 
same  glowing  picture  as  before,  that  he  had  the 
money  all  ready  to  start  the  City  Hall  and  that 
all  that  was  holding  him  up  was  the  members  of 
this  Council,  who  did  not  want  to  give  him  the 
$60,000  for  architects'  fees,  so  that  he  could  go 
ahead  on  it.  I  voted  for  that,  because  like  the 
other  fifteen  members  who  so  voted  at  the  time, 
I  was  under  the  impression  that  the  Mayor  was 
sincere,  that  he  was  to  get  the  money  from  Wash- 
ington, when  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  officials  in 
Washington  never  paid  any  attention  to  him 
whatsoever.  And  the  only  reason  why  he  never 
got  the  money  for  the  City  Hall  is  because  he  is 
the  dumbest  Mayor  who  ever  represented  a  large 
city  in  America. 

President  FITZGERALD— The  gentleman  must 
not  indulge  in  personalities  and  must  not  cast 
reflections  upon  the  Mayor. 

Coun.  DOWD — Well,  if  the  chair  wants  to  take 
the  floor,  I  shall  be  glad  to  debate  with  him  the 
question  of  whether  the  Mayor  is  dumb  or  intelli- 
gent. Until  only  a  few  weeks  ago  we  were  led  to 
believe,  also,  that  the  new  City  Hall  was  going 
through.  That  was  the  Mayor's  statement,  as  we 
all  know.  He  came  back  from  Washington  and 
was  certain  that  we  were  going  to  have  a  new  City 
Hall.  Now,  I  have  no  criticism  to  make  of  the 
architects'  firm  that  drew  up  the  plans  and  speci- 
fications. I  say  to  you,  Mr.  President,  and  to  the 
Mayor  of  Boston,  that  for  any  work  they  honestly 
did  under  orders  they  are  entitled  to  their  money. 
But  I  do  say  to  the  Mayor  that  he  should  send  to 
the  City  Council  an  itemized  list  of  just  what  has 
been  done,  in  order  that  the  Council  may  pass 
upon  it  intelligently.  But  it  represents  bad  book- 
keeping, bad  finance,  and  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
knows  it,  at  a  time  like  this,  when  he  is  con- 
tinually letting  men  and  women  off.  After  all, 
the  foundation  of  any  institution  is  the  keeping  of 
men  and  women  at  work.  But  at  the  present 
time,  when  there  have  been  such  changes  in 
Boston  during  the  eighteen  months  that  have 
elapsed  since  we  did  vote  for  the  new  City  Hall, 
and  when  Boston  is  faced  with  a  real  tax  rate  of 
$43  or  $43.50  on  the  thousand,  and  when  it  ap- 
pears that  the  promised  funds  are  not  coming 
from  the  Federal  Government,  I  see  no  reason 
why  the  Mayor  of  Boston  wants  to  keep  that  loan 
order  downstairs.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  morally  he 
has  no  right  to  go  farther  in  this  matter  at  the 
present  time.  He  is  going  out  of  office  in  a  few 
months  and  consequently,  if  a  City  Hall  is  to  be 
built,  the  next  Mayor  should  be  allowed  to  have 
something  to  Bay  about  it,  where  it  is  going  to  be 
and  what  character  of  building  it  shall  be.  I 
certainly  hope  the  rumor  we  hear  is  not  true, 
that  the  Mayor  plans  in  his  dying  hours  of  ad- 
ministration, to  take  the  City  Hall  out  to  the 
Fenway,  taking  it  from  the  heart  of  Boston  where 
it  has  been  since  it  was  founded,  and  putting  it  out 
there.  For  that  reason,  and  for  the  reason  that 
I  feel  that  the  Federal  Government  will  under  no 
conditions  enter  into  co-operation  with  the  Mayor 
on  this  matter,  I  ask  the  Mayor  to  submit  to  the 
City  Council  orders  rescinding  the  loan  order  for 
$2,500,000  for  a  new  City  Hall  and  for  the  $60,000 
for  the  plans,  for  the  reason  that  both  loans  were 
authorized  in  anticipation  of  Federal  participation 
which  it  is  now  impossible  to  obtain. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REOPENING  OF  OLD   STATION  5. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request  the 
Police  Commissioner  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  reopening  old  Station  5,  on  or  around  East 
Dedham  street. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  there  is  no 
question  of  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  police  official, 
and  I  certainly  think  there  can  be  no  division  of 
opinion  between  the  two  captains  of  Station  4, 
representing  the  present  union  of  Stations  3,  4 
and  5,  that  the  present  arrangement,  brought 
about  by  the  closing  of  old  Station  5,  results  in 
no  protection  whatever  to  a  certain  section  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  As  I  say,  we  have  two  captains 
there,  both  fine  and  efficient  men,  but  I  believe  if 
they  were  here  today  they  would  agree  with  me 
that  it  would  be  better  if  their  territory  were 
divided  between  two  stations.  The  new  com- 
missioner has  seen  the  wisdom  of  opening  the  old 
Joy-  Street  Station,  closed  by  one  of  our  former 
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Police  Commissioners,  the  same  one  who  closed  old 
Station  5,  and  I  hope  the  new  commissioner  in- 
stead of  continuing  a  situation  that  affords  less 
protection  to  many  of  the  people  of  our  city,  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  reopening  old 
Station  5. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   CLAIMS. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Daniel  J.  Kerr  (referred 
March  8)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of  execu- 
tion issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  Police 
Department,  recommending  the  passage  of  accom- 
panying order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  Daniel  J.  Kerr  in  reim- 
bursement for  amount  of  execution  issued  against 
him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor 
vehicle  belonging  to  the  Police  Department,  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Daniel  J.  Kerr  (referred 
March  8)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of  execu- 
tion issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  Police 
Department,  recommending  passage  of  accom- 
panying order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  Daniel  J.  Kerr  in  reim- 
bursement for  amount  of  execution  issued  against 
him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor 
vehicle  belonging  to  the  Police  Department,  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Reports  accepted;  said  orders  severally  passed. 


$600,000  SEWERAGE  LOAN. 

Coun.  DOWD,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  February  15)  that 
$600,000  be  appropriated  to  be  expended  under 
direction  of  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for  con- 
struction of  sewerage  works  —  that  same  ought 
not  to  pass. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  there  have  been  a 
lot  of  unfair  statements  made  in  reference  to  this 
proposed  loan  order  by  the  Mayor  of  Boston.  In 
the  first  place,  let  me  state  to  the  public  that  the 
City  Council  was  never  desirous  of  stopping  any 
sewerage  loan  orders  or  any  sewerage  work  done 
within  the  confines  of  the  City  of  Boston.  We 
realize  only  too  well  that  the  health  of  our  citizens 
depends  on  the  proper  workings  of  our  sewerage 
system  in  every  part  of  the  city.  We  accordingly 
requested  Mr.  Harry  T.  Carroll  and  Mr.  Frank 
Creeden,  representing  the  W.  P.  A.  in  this  locality, 
to  appear  before  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the 
City  Council  on  February  18,  1937.  Both  of  those 
gentlemen  appeared  and  told  the  committee  very 
plainly — -and  it  is  a  matter  of  record  in  a  public 
document — that  the  Federal  Government  had 
ample  authority  to  give  to  the  City  of  Boston  the 
sum  of  two  and  three-quarter  million  dollars  if 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  so  desired,  in  order  to  cover 
the  city's  sewerage  work.  We  were  somewhat 
interested  to  know  why  in  three  years  of  this  ad- 
ministration the  Mayor  has  spent  on  an  average 
$450,000  a  year,  while  this  year  he  has  asked  us  for 
$762,000,  although,  according  to  the  figures  of  the 
City  Auditor,  there  is  an  unexpended  balance  of 
$182,000.  Therefore,  let  me  say  to  the  public  of 
Boston  that  Mayor  Mansfield  asked  the  City 
Council  to  give  him  authority  to  spend  $900,000, 
or  twice  as  much  as  he  has  spent  in  any  year  of  his 
administration.  Oh,  no,  Mr.  Mayor!  It  is  not  the 
intention  of  the  City  Council  to  lay  off  any  indi- 
viduals. We  have  always  tried  to  put  people  at 
work,  but,  so  far  as  I  can  find  out,  and  my  memory 
serves  me  very  decently,  you  are  the  only  axe  man 
connected  with  the  present  administration.  You 
are  the  only  one  that  slams  the  old  sword  if  a  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Council  does  not  do  your  bidding. 
You  are  the  only  one  Mayor  who  fired  540  people 
within  three  months  after  coming  into  office. 
And  still  you  ask  for  $900,000.  Let  me  read  for 
the  benefit  of  the  members  the  testimony  of  one 
who,  I  believe,  is  the  finest  figure  in  city  politics, 
the  present  City  Auditor,  at  a  hearing  before  our 
Committee  on  Finance  on  February  18  of  this  year, 


in  regard  to  the  proposed  $600,000  loan  order, 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  by  the  Council 
on  February  15: 

"Q.  (By  Chairman  Dowd.)  Mr.  Fox,  can  you 
tell  us,  in  the  first  year  of  the  Mayor's  administra- 
tion how  much  money  was  actually  spent  for 
sewerage   work?     A.  $506,824.91. 

Q.  And  during  1935  what  was  actually  spent? 
A.  $371,975.36. 

Q.  And  during  1936  what  was  actually  spent? 
A.  $501,891.20. 

Q.  At  the  beginning  of  this  year  approximately 
how  much  was  left  in  the  sewer  loan?  A.  There 
was  unexpended  cash,  $182,520.40." 
I  wonder  if  that  is  enough  for  the  people  of  Boston? 
I  wonder  if  that  is  enough  for  some  of  the  members 
of  the  City  Council,  so  that  they  will  acknowledge 
that  we  are  absolutely  right.  If  any  member  de- 
sires to  answer  me,  he  has  a  right  to  do  so  on  the 
floor.  What  right  has  the  Mayor  of  Boston  to 
coerce  us,  to  threaten  us,  within  the  four  walls  of  a 
radio  room,  where  he  can  say  anything  that  he 
desires  to  intimidate  members  of  the  Council,  and 
where  he  said  that  the  only  reason  Dowd  was 
holding  this  matter  up  was  because  of  affiliation 
with  pet  contractors?  Let  me  say  to  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  that  the  only  one  affiliated  with  pet 
contractors,  the  only  one  that  sandbags  everyone 
doing  business  with  the  City  of  Boston,  is  your  own 
brother  Edmund  Mansfield,  and  you  know,  Mr. 
Mayor,  just  as  well  as  I  do,  that  what  I  say  is  the 
absolute  truth. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  may  I  ask 
the  speaker  a  question? 

President  FITZGERALD— Does  the  gentleman 
yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  DOWD-.ill  right. 

Coun.  NORTON— Did  I  understand  the  mem- 
ber aright  to  say  that  there  was  only  one  bagman? 

Coun.  DOWD — I  can  answer  that  by  saying 
that  he  is  the  chief  bagman.  On  further  question- 
ing. In  further  questioning  of  Mr.  Fox  at  the 
hearing  before  the  Committee  on  Finance,  by  one 
of  the  councilors,  he  was  asked:  "Now,  is  it  true 
that  out  of  $168,000.  $106,000  was  paid  to  one 
man?"  And  he  said  that  that  was  so.  That  isn't 
what  Dowd  says.  It  is  what  the  man  who  is  City 
Auditor  says.  He  further  stated  that  he  brought 
it  to  the  attention  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  that, 
to  his  mind,  it  was  a  direct  violation  of  the  city 
charter.  But  it  was  covered  up  on  the  ground 
of  emergency.  Oh,  no.  Mr.  Mayor,  it  is  not  the 
desire  of  any  member  of  this  Council  to  quarrel 
with  you.  You  have  brought  this  quarrel  right 
on  to  yourself.  You  begged  and  whined  your 
way  into  office,  stating  that  Jim  Curley,  with 
whom  I  have  not  agreed,  gave  out  money  on  split 
contracts.  Why.  Mr.  Mansfield,  let  me  say  to 
you  that  those  operating  with  Curley  and  Nichols 
were  pikers  compared  with  the  crowd  you  have 
around  you  at  the  present  time.  Under  the  last 
year  of  Curley  only  6  per  cent  of  the  sewer  loan 
was  given  out  on  split  contracts,  and  under  you, 
Mr.  Mansfield,  last  year,  42  per  cent  of  the  entire 
sewer  loan  was  given  out  on  split  contracts.  Let 
me  say  to  the  public  of  Boston  that  the  City 
Council  has  cooperated  with  Mayor  Mansfield  for 
three  years.  We  have  given  him,  in  the  hope  of 
having  our  government  run  as  it  should  be  run, 
everything  he  could  reasonably  ask  us  to  give 
him.  But  don't  you  think,  Mr.  President  and 
gentlemen,  don't  you  think,  Mr.  Taxpayer,  that 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  is  absolutely  unfair  when 
he  attempts  to  threaten  and  coerce  members  of 
the  City  Council  to  give  him  more  than  $900,000 
for  sewer  loans?  That  is  not  what  Dowd  says; 
that  is  what  the  City  Auditor  says.  And,  in 
furtherance  of  that,  we  have  asked  the  Mayor  to 
come  up  before  the  Council  and  discuss  his  loan 
order,  which  he  has  refused  to  do.  We  have  been 
willing  to  go  into  his  home,  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, with  some  of  the  reformers  down  there, 
and  discuss  this  sewer  loan  with  them  and  with 
him.  But  he  is  absolutely  against  that.  The 
only  thing  he  says  is  "  The  members  of  the  Council 
are  interested  in  contractors."  Well,  we  have 
shown  you.  Mr.  Mayor,  how  much  we  are  interested 
in  them.  We  have  voted  on  the  $600,000  order, 
"Ought  not  to  pass."  We  will  introduce  an  order 
for  $100,000,  to  be  officially  designated  under 
W.  P.  A.  work.  There  will  be  no  more  Loonies, 
there  will  be  no  more  Atlas  Construction,  there 
will  be  no  more  Codman  Hills,  in  the  final  hours 
of  this  administration,  to  rob  the  city  treasury  as 
they  have  done  during  the  last  year. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  I  desire 
to  offer  the  following  substitute  order. 
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Coun.  SELVITELLA  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section 
one  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  of 
the  Acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty  and  section 
five  of  chapter  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  of 
the  Acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-six  the 
sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($600,000) 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works,  for  the  construction  of  sewerage 
works,  and  that  the  City  Treasurer  may  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  upon  approval  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount. 

President  FITZGERALD— The  Chair  will  have 
to  rule  that  out  of  order.  The  question  is.  on 
accepting  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  was  not  in 
any  rehearsal  of  this,  so  perhaps  I  am  out  of  order. 
I  merely  wanted  to  point  out  that  in  the  City 
Record  of  March  6  there  is  a  request  for  sealed 
proposals  for  $1,600,000  of  City  of  Boston  loan, 
coupon  serial  bonds,  the  proposals  to  be  opened  at 
noon  March  12,  1937.  There  was  included  in  the 
call  for  those  sealed  proposals  $250,000,  sewerage 
loan,  under  order  of  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
of  March  11,  1936.  In  other  words,  on  the  6th 
of  this  month,  while  asking  for  $600,000  of  sewer 
loan  money  under  a  new  loan  order,  and  support- 
ing much  of  what  Coun.  Dowd  has  said,  we  find  a 
call  for  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollar  loan  of  sewer 
money  under  an  order  passed  by  the  Council  as 
long  ago  as  March  11,  of  last  year. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to 
a  point  of  information.  On  what  ground  was  my 
substitute  order  ruled  out  of  order? 

Chairman  FITZGERALD— The  Chair  made 
the  ruling  on  the  ground  that  the  order  you  offered 
was  the  same  order  that  is  now  under  consideration 
by  the  Council. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  do  I 
understand  that  I  have  no  right  to  file  a  substitute 
order? 

President  FITZGERALD— You  can  file  a  sub- 
stitute order  at  any  time  but  you  cannot  file  an 
identical  order  as  a  substitute  order. 

Coun.  TOBIN— Mr.  President,  I  am  not 
particularly  concerned  with  any  excuses  for  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  because  I  believe  that,  of  all  the 
members  of  the  body,  I  have  suffered  as  much  as 
j  any  from  his  actions  and  his  attitude  toward  me 
in  the  past.  I  would,  however,  like  to  vote  as 
intelligently  as  I  can  upon  this  order.  It  is  my 
understanding  that  we  are  asked  at  this  time  to 
vote  upon  a  straight  $600,000  loan  order,  and  that 
later  an  order  is  to  be  introduced  for  $100,000  for 
W.  P.  A.  projects.  We  have  already  passed  an 
appropriation  order  of  some  $162,000  for  sewerage 
work,  this  appropriation  to  be  applied  to  any 
future  loan  order.  I  would  like  to  have  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  or  some  one  of  the  com- 
mittee, who  heard  all  these  different  figures  state 
first,  how  much  money  is  needed  to  take  care  of 
W.  P.  A.  projects  for  the  balance  of  this  year; 
second,  how  much  money  is  now  available  for 
such  projects  without  any  loan  or  appropriation 
order  for  the  rest  of  the  year;  and,  third,  whether 
or  not  this  amount  of  $100,000,  for  which  a  loan 
order  is  suggested,  will  be  enough  to  take  care 
of  W. -P.  A.  projects  that  are  in  being  for  the 
balance  of  this  year.  The  thought  I  have  is  this, 
that  if  there  is  not  sufficient  money  will  it  be 
possible  to  get  a  new  loan  order,  whether  it  is  for 
$100,000  or  $5,  unless  we  in  the  future  pass  another 
$162,000  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  that  for 
every  loan  order  there  must  be  so  much  money 
appropriated  from  taxes.  So  I  would  like  to  have 
established  as  nearly  as  maybe,  first,  how  much 
money  is  now  available  for  the  construction  of 
sewers,  and  maintenance  of  sewers  for  the  balance 
of  this  year  under  W.  P.  A.  projects,  how  much 
is  anticipated  to  be  spent  on  those  projects,  and 
how  much  an  order  now  passed,  together  with 
appiopriations  already  passed,  will  cover  those 
projects. 

Coun.  FINLEY — Mr.  President,  without  any 
desire  to  enter  into  a  controversy  with  any  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  which  has  just 
reported  "Ought  not  to  pass"  on  this  proposed 
■  sewer  loan,  I  do  wish  to  say  that  I  have  very 
decided  views  to  the  contrary,  and  I  want  to  make 
an  appeal  now  to  support  the  original  order  sent 
to  us  by  the  Mayor.  That  order  has  been  before 
us  since  the  11th  of  January.  Up  to  the  present 
time  the  only  action  taken  has  been  the  appro- 
priation of  the  $102,000  necessary  to  insure  future 
loans.     I  am  not  at  all  concerned  with  any  personal 


grievances  that  may  exist  between  any  members 
of  the  Council  and  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  but  I  am 
deeply  concerned  with  the  future  welfare  of  the 
suburban  sections  of  our  city,  which  are  in  a 
deplorable  condition  because  of  the  fact  that  we 
have  no  substantial  sewerage  program  in  effect 
at  the  present  time.  We  have  lost  precious 
moments  in  building  up  a  sewer  program.  We 
have  been  idle  when  we  should  have  been  busy 
in  the  construction  of  sewer  work.  I  know  of 
nothing  more  essential  to  the  health  and  welfare 
of  the  residents  of  Boston  than  the  insurance  of 
proper  sewerage  facilities.  I  would  like  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  members  of  the  Council  to  a 
few  facts  to  take  issue  with  some  of  the  state- 
ments made  by  my  friend  and  colleague  from 
Ward  8  (Coun.  Dowd).  He  has  stated  that  it 
would  be  possible  for  the  Mayor  of  Boston  to 
obtain  a  grant  of  $2,750,000  for  a  sewerage  pro- 
gram from  the  Federal  Government.  He  has 
neglected  to  tell  you,  however,  that  in  order  to 
secure  that  program  every  dollar  would  have  to  be 
matched  50  per  cent  by  the  City  of  Boston.  That 
would  be  out  of  the  question.  However,  I  under- 
stand from  his  utterances  that  the  committee  is 
about  to  report  a  loan  order  appropriation  of 
$100,000,  to  be  given  under  a  W.  P.  A.  sewerage 
construction  program.  I  will  submit  to  any  fair- 
minded  member  of  the  Council  that  that  is  entirely 
inadequate,  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  present 
needs  of  the  City  of  Boston.  May  I  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  money  available  at 
the  present  time  will  probably  be  sufficient  to 
take  care  of  the  existing  sewer  projects  now 
under  construction.  It  will  not,  however,  take 
care  of  any  new  construction.  We  are  asked  to 
take  a  position  that  will  jeopardize  future  work  for 
the  City  of  Boston  on  W.  P.  A.  projects.  Sewerage 
work  and  street  work  are  very  necessary,  are 
vital  and  useful  work,  to  employ  men.  We  are 
in  the  position  now  to  obtain  money  from  the 
Federal  Government  on  a  50-50  basis  to  help 
build  up  the  suburban  section  of  our  city.  No 
new  work  can  be  started  unless  we  have  an  ade- 
quate loan  provided  at  the  present  time  by  members 
of  the  Council.  No  extensive  program  can  be 
arranged.  We  cannot  get  any  adequate  amount 
from  the  Federal  Government  by  submitting  to 
them  a  program  involving  but  $100,000.  It  will 
be  necessary  for  us  to  submit  to  them  an  adequate 
program.  It  is  my  conviction  that  a  program  of 
$800,000,  which  will  be  ensured  if  the  appropriation 
in  this  loan  order  goes  through,  is  very  modest. 
Engineers  in  any  city  will  tell  you  that  sewer 
facilities  are  superior,  paramount,  to  any  improve- 
ment that  can  be  made.  Millions  are  spent  in 
every  city  for  that  purpose.  We  have  a  program 
outlined  here  through  to  the  City  Council  in  the 
letter  sent  by  the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  the  members 
of  the  Council.     He  submits  the  following: 

"A.  For  W.  P.  A.  program, — to  complete 
W.  P.  A.  sewerage  works  now  in  progress,  $85,000. 

B.  New  W.  P.  A.  project  blanket  (pending), 
$156,600. 

C.  Proposed  W.  P.  A.  sewerage  works  (high- 
way list),  $248,000." 

That  program  totaled  $489,-600,  that  will  have  to 
be  done  entirely  under  the  auspices  of  the  W.  P.  A. 
Men  who  have  been  employed  in  different  parts 
of  the  city,  and  are  now  laid  off,  will  have  an 
opportunity.  Then  there  are  proposed  sewerage 
works  to  be  constructed  entirely  from  city  funds, 
— Calf  Pasture  and  Union  Park  street  pumping 
stations  and  Moon  Island  plant,  $38,500;  iron  and 
bronze  castings,  etc.,  $30,000;  proposed  sewerage 
works  in  City  Proper,  Roxbury,  Dorchester,  Hyde 
Park,  West  Roxbury,  $141,900;  and  miscellaneous 
sewerage  work  in  various  districts;  relaying  broken 
and  stopped  sewers,  new  catch-basins  and  catch- 
basin  drains,  manholes,  and  so  forth,  $100,000. 

Mr.  President  and  members  of  the  Council,  this 
program  has  been  arranged  and  sent  to  us.  Only 
one  eighth  of  that  can  be  utilized  to  spend  on 
so-called  gift  contracts,  if  you  wish  to  call  them 
such.  But  I  maintain  that  sewerage  work  is  in 
the  main  of  an  emergency  nature  and  that  it  is 
necessary,  if  the  work  is  to  be  done,  to  have  cer- 
tain contractors  available  who  can  be  called  upon 
to  do  that  work.  Another  important  feature  that 
I  would  call  to  the  attention  of  the  members  of 
the  Council  is  the  fact  that  one  third  of  the  money 
under  the  proposed  loan  is  to  be  used  for  salaries 
of  the  city  inspectors  and  engineers  in  the  Sewer 
Department.  If  this  money  is  not  granted  at  the 
present  time,  the  future  of  the  city  is  in  danger. 
I  know  that  no  member  of  the  Council  wants  to 
put  city  employees,  men  holding  important 
positions  in   our   Sewer   Department  in  jeopardy 
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by  dillydallying  upon  this  order  today,  and  I  am 
going  to  plead  with  members  of  the  Council  to 
forego  any  personal  animosities  they  may  have 
and  to  think  of  the  welfare  and  the  good  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston,  passing  the  order  that  has  been 
sent  to  us  by  the  Mayor  of  Boston. 

Coun.  NORTON. — Mr.  President,  upon  every 
attempt  in  this  body  to  stop  looting  downstairs, 
there  has  been  one  cry  that  has  gone  up  from 
certain  members  here, — "You  are  taking  away  the 
bread  and  butter  from  low-paid  city  employees." 
When  the  Young's  Hotel  scheme  was  being  ad- 
vanced we  were  told  the  same  thing,  that  we 
were  taking  the  bread  out  of  the  mouths  of  cer- 
tain employees.  When  the  Mayor  went  on  the 
radio  twice,  he  spoke  these  words  to  the  people 
of  Hyde  Park,  "Your  councilor  has  opposed  this 
sewer  loan,"  and  suggesting  the  awful  conse- 
quences of  that  councilor's  action.  I  asked  the 
Mayor  if  he  would  not  be  willing  to  go  on  the 
radio  with  me,  jointly  debating  the  matter,  he 
making  his  statement  and  I  giving  my  side  of  the 
story.  How  can  any  man  stand  on  the  floor  of 
the  Council  and  call  for  the  passage  of  this  appro- 
priation, when  the  Federal  Government  has 
$2,500,000  or  more  to  spend  on  this  work?  But 
I  don't  believe  the  Mayor  of  Boston  has  even 
asked  for  that  money.  While  he  was  in  Wash- 
ington I  don't  believe  he  asked  for  it.  I  challenge 
anybody  to  show,  in  the  record  of  this  city  for 
100  years,  where  we  ever  had  a  Mayor  who  slip- 
slopped  as  the  Mayor  has  on  this  matter.  Six 
different  times  the  Mayor  has  said,  "We  are 
going  to  have  a  new  City  Hall,"  a  week  or  two 
later  coming  in  and  saying,  "We  are  not  going  to 
have  it."  If  Curley,  when  he  was  mayor,  had 
asked  for  this,  we  would  have  had  screaming 
headlines  in  the  papers  about  it.  I  had  a  man 
come  to  me  today,  representing  an  estate  in  my 
section  where  they  want  to  build  100  houses,  and 
he  asked,  "Why  are  you  holding  up  the  sewer 
loan,  preventing  men  from  going  to  work?"  I 
said,  "Mr.  Hershey,  who  told  you  that?  Where 
have  you  been,  my  boy?"  And  it  seems  that  that 
came  through  the  Mayor.  I  told  him  what  the 
situation  was,  that  I  am  in  favor  of  having  100 
houses  go  up  in  my  section  at  any  time  and  that 
I  am  going  to  get  the  full  share  that  will  be  de- 
manded by  conditions  in  my  district  of  any  loan 
that  may  be  passed.  If  $600,000  is  provided, 
$200,000  will  go  into  my  district,  because  it  is  the 
biggest  ward  in  the  City  of  Boston,  having  per- 
haps a  greater  area  than  any  other  two  wards. 
It  has  one  sixth  of  the  area  of  the  city,  and  in  its 
development  sewerage  facilities  must  be  afforded. 
But  I  am  not  ready  to  give  the  Mayor  money  that 
he  is  demanding,  in  the  way  that  he  is  demanding, 
even  though  most  of  it  is  going  into  my  ward, 
because  the  Mayor  will  give  it  to  his  pet  contractors, 
Loonie  and  others.  Let  it  be  earmarked,  so  that 
it  will  give  labor  to  men.  The  Mayor  does  not 
want  the  money  that  is  available  to  him  from  the 
Federal  Government,  because  it  will  not  go  to 
contractors.  When  it  comes  from  the  govern- 
ment it  will  go  to  the  laborers,  the  ditch  diggers, 
the  pipe  layers,  the  men  who  wield  the  pick  and 
shovel.  But  I  don't  want  to  vote  for  money  that 
is  simply  going  to  pet  contractors.  We  don't 
want  the  money  spent,  if  that  is  the  way  it  is 
going  to  be  spent.  We  need  sewerage,  and  we  are 
going  to  get  it.  But  we  will  get  it  under  proper 
conditions.  There  is  no  sewerage  on  the  street 
where  I  live,  and  it  will  be  perhaps  many  years 
before  there  is.  Sewerage  is  required  in  100 
streets  in  my  ward,  and  I  will  be  dead  and  gone 
before  the  needed  sewerage  facilities  are  provided. 
There  is  no  need  of  taking  money  from  the  city 
treasury  in  the  way  that  is  here  planned.  Let  us 
take  this  gift  from  the  Federal  Government. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  first,  in  answer  to 
my  colleague  from  Dorchester  let  me  say  that  pass- 
ing a  loan  order  for  $100,000  does  not  prevent  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  from  sending  up  in  the  present 
year  loan  orders  for  $500,000  more.  Let  me  also 
state,  as  I  stated  before,  that  there  is  a  balance  of 
$182,000  that  we  had  at  the  first  of  the  year,  accord- 
ing to  the  statement  of  the  City  Auditor,  and  Mr. 
Fox's  words  should  not  and  will  not  be  doubted  by 
any  individual  here.  We  appropriated  $162,000, 
and  we  are  now  about  to  introduce  an  order  for 
$100,000  to  be  earmarked  W.  P.  A.  The  councilor 
from  West  Roxbury  (Coun.  Finley)  is  losing  sight 
of  one  thing,  that  if  we  should  give  the  Mayor 
$762,000,  the  $600,000  he  asks  for  in  addition 
to  the  $162,000  we  have  already  appropriated,  that 
money  comes  out  of  the  taxpayers.  Is  he  ready  to 
go  before  the  taxpayers  of  West  Roxbury  saying, 
"  I  voted  for  $762,000,  despite  the  fact  that,  accord- 


ing to  Mr.  Creeden  of  the  W.  P.  A.,  two  and  three- 
quarter  millions  are  available  for  sewerage  work 
from  the  Federal  Government?"  When  the 
councilor  says  that  the  city  has  to  match  it,  we 
do  have  to  pay  for  materials.  That  is  correct. 
But  with  this  $100,000  earmarked  for  W.  P.  A., 
the  United  States  Government  will  give  us  another 
$150,000,  a  pure  gift  of  $150,000.  In  other  words, 
when  we  pass  the  $100,000  loan  order  it  really 
means  that  we  get  $250,000.  I  wonder  if  any 
councilor  here  is  willing  to  say  to  the  Mayor  of 
Boston,  "All  right,  Mr.  Mayor,  go  ahead  on  this 
blanket  order  and  give  Loonie  as  much  money  as 
you  want  to?"  They  have  talked  about  Mayor 
Nichols,  they  have  talked  about  Jim  Curley,  but 
the  record  will  show  you  that  never  in  the  history 
of  the  City  of  Boston  has  anything  so  raw  gone  on 
as  went  on  here  last  year.  I  don't  think  there  is 
a  councilor  here  willing  to  say  to  the  Mayor, 
"We  want  Loonie  to  get  46  per  cent  of  the  split 
contracts."  That  is  what  the  City  Auditor  said 
he  got,  $106,000  in  gift  work  out  of  $164,000.  We 
haven't  any  dispute  with  the  Mayor.  We  asked 
the  Mayor  for  information  when  he  sent  the  order 
up  here  originally.  Let  me  refresh  your  memories. 
We  haven't  held  the  order  since  January  11. 
The  order  has  been  sent  up  twice,  and  we  sent 
it  back  twice  defeated,  both  times  without  preju- 
dice, and  the  one  thing  we  asked  the  Mayor  to  do 
was  to  earmark  that  money  for  W.  P.  A.  purposes, 
so  that  no  contractors  could  get  it,  ana  so  that 
the  little  man  we  hear  so  much  about  would  not  be 
fired.  I  wonder  what  would  happen  if  we  gave  the 
Mayor  blanket  authority  to  spend  $762,000? 
What  would  happen  to  the  man  under  W.  P.  A.? 
Oh,  we  know  what  would  happen  to  him.  The 
situation  is  simply  this,  and  the  answer  is  clear  and 
plain.  Is  the  City  Council  of  Boston  willing  to 
say  to  the  Mayor,  "Spend  $762,000  of  the  people's 
money,  of  the  taxpayers'  money  this  year  and 
disregard  the  W.  P.  A.?"  The  $100,000  in  the 
loan  order  we  suggest  we  have  designated  as 
W.  P.  A.  money,  as  it  will  be  spent  for  materials. 
The  United  States  Government  will  pay  for  the 
laborer.  In  other  words,  the  $100,000  loan  order 
really  authorizes  an  expenditure  of  $250,000,  and 
that  goes  with  the  $182,000  that  we  had  left  over 
at  the  start  of  the  year  and  with  the  $162,000  we 
gave  a  short  time  ago,  thus  giving  to  the  Mayor 
more  real  money  for  this  purpose  than  he  has 
spent  in  any  of  his  three  years.  Does  any  member 
here  question  what  City  Auditor  Fox  said  at  our 
Finance  Committee  meeting? 

"Q-  (By  Chairman  Dowd.)  Mr.  Fox,  can  you 
tell  us,  in  the  first  year  of  the  Mayor's  administra- 
tion, how  much  money  was  actually  spent  for 
sewerage  work?     A.  $506,824.91. 

Q.  During  1935,  what  was  actually  spent. 
A.  $371,975.36. 

Q.  And  during  1936  what  was  actually  spent? 
A.  $501,891.20. 

Q.  At  the  beginning  of  this  year  approximately 
how  much  was  left  in  the  sewer  loan?  A.  There 
was  unexpended  cash,  $182,520.40." 
Now,  that  there  is  the  story,  Mr.  President  and 
gentlemen.  It  is  very  clear.  The  Mayor  of 
Boston  says,  "Give  me  $900,000  in  the  dying  hours 
of  my  administration,  so  that  I  may  pay  my  politi- 
cal debts."  I  don't  believe  there  is  a  councilor 
here  who  feels  that  any  Mayor,  particularly  this 
Mayor,  can  spend  almost  a  million  dollars  of  the 
city's  money  for  sewerage  works  this  year.  I  say 
that  if  we  give  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston  what  he 
spent  last  year,  what  he  spent  the  year  before  and 
the  year  before,  half  a  million  dollars,  it  is  as  much 
as  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  would  want  us  to  give  in 
these  days. 

Coun.  TOBIN — Mr.  President,  I  can  under- 
stand after  hearing  the  figures  stated  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  just  how  the  committee  arrived 
at  its  decision,  and  I  am  willing  to  support  them 
in  this  matter.  I  think  the  matter  has  been 
handled  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  members.  We 
have  this  proposition:  first,  there  has  been  appro- 
priated a  sufficient  amount  of  money  to  allow 
for  the  borrowing  of  $500,000  for  this  purpose  for 
the  balance  of  this  year.  We  have  an  unexpended 
balance  of  $182,000,  coupled  with  the  $162,000  we 
have  already  appropriated  and  with  the  loan  order 
of  $100,000,  which  will  really  result  in  an  amount 
of  $250,000,  which  will  certainly  give  a  substantial 
amount  of  money,  even  at  this  time,  for  mainte- 
nance and  construction  of  sewers  under  the  W.P.A. 
system,  and  also  under  our  supervision.  Even  if 
we  are  wrong,  I  think  if  some  emergency  should 
appear  during  the  balance  of  the  year  requiring 
additional  W.  P.  A.  construction,  we  can  again,  if 
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such  emergency  exists,  have  a  new  loan  order  and 
thus  take  care  of  anything  that  may  be  needed. 
We  will,  further,  haveacheck  on  the  Mayor's  office, 
the  Auditor's  office  and  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, and  if  necessary  we  can  have  a  recheck  on 
the  money  appropriated  today  and  the  unex- 
pended balance.  Having  all  these  facts  in  mind, 
I  think  the  committee  was  right  in  voting  "Ought 
not  to  pass"  on  the  .$600,000.  I  shall  vote  that 
way  and  shall  vote  for  the  $100,000  W.  P.  A.  money. 

President  FITZGERALD— The  question  now 
comes  on  the  passage  of  the  $600,000  loan  order, 
which  the  committee  reported  "  Ought  not  to  pass." 
Those  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  $600,000  loan 
order  will  vote  "yes,"  and  those  against  "no." 

The  order  was  rejected,  yeas  6,  nays  14: 

Yeas — Coun.  Brackman,  Finley,  John  I.  Fitz- 
gerald, Peter  A.  Murray,  Rosenberg,  Selvitella — 6. 

Nays — Coun.  Agnew,  Doherty,  Dowd,  Peter  J. 
Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Kerrigan,  McGrath,  Mellen, 
George  A.  Murray,  Norton,  Roberts,  Shattuck, 
Tobin,    Wilson — 14. 


$100,000   SEWERAGE   LOAN. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section  one 
of  chapter  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  of  the 
Acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty  and  section 
five  of  chapter  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  of  the 
Acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($100,000)  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  for  the  construction  of  sewerage  works,  in 
cooperation  with  the  Federal  Government  in  un- 
employment relief  and  other  projects,  and  that  the 
city  treasurer  may  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 
Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  so  that  there  will 
be  no  misunderstanding,  so  that  the  question  will 
not  be  raised  as  to  who  is  responsible  for  the  laying 
off  of  any  individual,  let  me  say  now  that  an  order 
of  this  kind  requires  fifteen  votes  for  passage. 
So  I  simply  want  to  state  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
and  those  who  feel  that  we  should  vote  against 
this  order,  if  they  vote  against  it  they  are  going  to 
stop  all  sewerage  work  in  the  City  of  Boston.  So 
I  say  to  the  members  that  with  the  rejection  of  the 
,  $600,000  order,  this  is  the  best  that  can  be  done  at 
the  present  time,  and  that  they  had  better  take  it. 
If  not,  several  hundred  will  be  laid  off  and  we  will 
not  be  responsible. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  think  the 
committee  has  done  very  well  to  cut  this  loan  order 
down  to  the  amount  asked  for,  together  with  the 
balance  from  last  year  that  has  been  referred  to, 
and  the  amount  appropriated  recently.  The  total 
available  will  be,  in  my  opinion,  in  sufficient  amount 
for  the  ordinary  sewerage  work  that  we  conduct 
every  year  in  extending  and  improving  our. sewer 
system.  I  do  differ  in  one  respect,  however,  from 
the  committee,  and  that  is,  as  I  have  said  on  pre- 
vious occasions,  that  I  think  this  should  be  an 
appropriation  order  from  the  tax  levy  and  not  by 
loan.  This  is  the  type  of  work  that  we  must  do 
every  year.  We  must  expend  at  least  this  amount 
every  year.  If  we  must  expend  it  every  year  we 
ought  to  put  the  amount  in  the  tax  levy  instead  of 
rolling  up  debt  on  which  we  must  pay  interest  for 
years  and  years  to  come.  For  that  reason  I  shall 
vote  against  the  order,  and  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
take  the  responsibility  for  my  vote.  There  is  an 
adequate  remedy  with  respect  to  getting  the 
money.  It  can  be  obtained  through  an  appro- 
priation order  presented  by  the  Mayor. 

Coun.  ROBERTS — Mr.  President,  I  agree  with 
my  colleague  from  Ward  5  (Coun.  Shattuck)  that 
the  chairman  and  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  have  done  a  very  fine  job  in  reducing  the 
sum.  I  want  to  make  it  clear  that  my  vote  against* 
the  order  is  for  two  reasons,  first,  that  the  money 
should  come  from  the  budget  itself,  and  second, 
that  the  people  of  Boston  should  not  be  fooled  by 
the  Mayor  continually  when,  he  presents  budgets 
that  do  not  properly  represent  city  expenditures. 
If  the  citizens  of  Boston  realize  how  much  loan 
orders  are  reflected  in  the  rax  rate,  they  could 
understand  today  that  the  tax  rate  should  be  $42 
or  $43.  Many  of  our  citizens  do  not  now  realize  the 
true  situation,  that  money  being  raised  by  loan  in 
these  ways  should  be  appropriated  from  the  tax 
levy;  that  when  it  is  not,  while  apparently  the  tax 
rate  is  lower,  the  interest  on  the  loan  goes  on  from 
year  to  year  and  increases  the  amount  that  they 


must  pay  in  their  taxes.  This  is  a  matter  that 
should  be  taken  care  of  out  of  the  tax  levy,  not 
through  loans  on  which  the  interest  must  be  paid 
for  many  years.  For  that  reason,  I  must  vote 
against  the  order. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  Chairman,  I  again 
wish  to  present  this  substitute  order. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA  offered  the  following,  as  a 
substitute: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section 
one  of  chapter  178  of  the  Acts  of  1930,  and  sec- 
tion 5  of  chapter  224  of  the  Acts  of  1936,  the  sum 
of  $600,000  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appro- 
priated, to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  for  the  construc- 
tion of  sewerage  works,  and  that  the  City  Treasurer 
may  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  approval 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  perhaps 
at  the  risk  of  a  repetition  of  some  of  the  state- 
ments that  have  been  made  during  this  controversy, 
I  again  submit  for  consideration  this  loan  order 
that  has  just  been  rejected  by  the  Council.  While 
I  do  not  believe  in  giving  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
blanket  authority  to  spend  money  as  he  sees  fit, 
and  while  I  endorse  the  judgment  of  the  committee 
in  earmarking  the  $100,000  for  W.  P.  A.  projects, 
yet  I  am  submitting  this  order  at  this  time  because 
I  am  honestly  of  the  opinion  that  the  amount 
suggested  by  the  committee  is  entirely  inade- 
quate to  meet  the  needs  of  W.  P.  A.  as  well  as 
the  sewer  construction  program  in  the  City  of 
Boston.  It  has  been  said  during  this  debate 
that  the  Mayor  has  the  right  to  submit  later  any 
additional  amounts  that  he  desires.  Well,  it 
does  not  require  a  financial  genius,  or  an  expert 
versed  in  business  matters,  to  understand  that  if 
we  are  going  to  procure  this  money  by  loan  it  is 
going  to  cost  the  City  of  Boston  considerable 
more  in  the  way  of  interest  if  we  make  such  loans 
piecemeal  rather  than  for  a  large  initial  amount. 
In  other  words,  if  we  borrow  $100,000  it  will  cost 
considerably  more  proportionally  than  if  we  should 
borrow,  say,  $500,000.  In  other  words,  the 
bigger  the  loan  the  less  the  interest  rate.  My 
next  reason  for  asking  consideration  of  this  sub- 
stitute order  is  that  it  is  estimated  that  close  to 
$400,000  will  be  needed  for  W.  P.  A.  projects. 
Therefore,  I  would  be  in  agreement  with  the  com- 
mittee if  they  will  realize  that  of  this  $600,000, 
$400,000  shall  be  specifically  spent  for  W.  P.  A. 
projects.  It  has  been  estimated  that  during  the 
past  three  or  four  years  it  cost  the  City  of  Boston 
in  the  vicinity  of  $150,000  to  $200,000  for  new 
sewer  construction  and  maintenance,  and  I  say 
now  that  if  we  are  going  to  take  care  of  the  needs 
of  the  various  districts  in  the  way  of  building  new 
sewer  work  and  maintaining  the  present  sewer 
system,  we  will  need  at  least  $200,000.  So  we 
can  have'  $400,000  specifically  earmarked  for 
W.  P.  A.  work  and  $200,000  for  sewer  construction 
and  maintenance. 

Coun.  AGNEW— Mr.  President,  inasmuch  as 
we  have  just  considered  the  Mayor's  loan  order 
for  $600,000  and  have  rejected  it,  I  think  any 
further  by-play  back  and  forth  upon  this  order 
would  really  be  playing  the  game  of  beanbag. 
So  I  think  the  Chair  should  rule  Councilor  Selvi- 
vitella's  order  out  of  order. 

President  FITZGERALD— The  order  is  ruled 
out  of  order. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  Councilor  Selvitella  if  he  is  willing  to  answer 
the  question,  whether  or  not  he  agrees  with  this 
statement  in  the  official  report  of  the  hearing 
before  the  Committee  on  Finance.  The  chairman 
asked  the  auditor,  "Do  you  think  it  is  defeating 
the  purpose  of  the  charter  when  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner  hands  out  to  one  contractor  in  one 
day  and  within  one  hour  twenty-four  requisitions 
for  work  on  the  same  street?" 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  I  have 
not  read  the  minutes  of  that  meeting,  as  my 
brother  has,  but  I  will  say  that  I  don't  approve 
of  any  one  contractor  receiving  the  bulk  of  the 
work,  if  that  is  what  you  mean. 

Coun.  NORTON — Thank  you.  I  had  assumed 
that  all  the  members  had  read  this  report,  it  being 
i  a  public  document. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA — You  assumed  wrongly. 
Coun.  NORTON— Another  thing.  At  this 
hearing  before  the  Committee  on  Finance  on 
February  18  there  appears  in  the  stenographic 
report  the  following  statement.  The  question 
was  asked  of  the  assistant  director  of  W.  P.  A.  in 
Boston:  "Can  you  tell  us  what  is  the  attitude  of 
the  W.  P.  A.  towards  the  City  of  Boston,  so  far  as 
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sewer  loans  or  sewer  money  for  W.  P.  A.  is  con- 
cerned? A.  I  don't  know  about  the  attitude. 
We  would  like  to  get  the  projects  from  whoever 
has  them." 

"Q.  If  I  am  not  incorrect,  I  understand  that 
the  government  has  blanket  authority  on  sewerage 
work  here  and  will  give  what  is  wanted  for  sewer 
work?  A.  Practically, — two  and  three  quarter 
millions.-" 

I  want  to  ask  this  question,  whether  under  those 
conditions  we  should  spend  money  of  the  city  on 
sewerage  work  in  Boston? 

Coun.  FINLEY — Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
the  opportunity  to  say  just  a  few  words  more.  In 
answer  to  the  inquiry  of  my  colleague,  the  councilor 
from  Hyde  Park,  I  would  like  to  ask  him  this 
question:  Is  he  aware  of  the  fact  that  any  money 
the  Federal  Government  may  appropriate  for  the 
sewerage  program  would  have  to  be  matched 
dollar  for  dollar  by  the  City  of  Boston?  Also, 
that  any  work  proposed  would  have  to  be  done 
before  June  30?  I  think  that  is  something  for 
people  to  remember  and  consider. 

Coun.  NORTON — For  purposes  of  the  record, 
let  me  state  that  for  W.  P.  A.  work  the  city  puts 
up  practically  40  per  cent  and  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment 60  per  cent.  Furthermore,  the  Federal 
Government  spends  the  money  necessary  for  the 
wages  of  the  men,  and  that  money  goes  into  the 
homes  of  our  people,  not  into  the  pockets  of  a 
contractor.  That  is  the  crux  of  this  argument. 
Second,  the  Mayor  of  Boston  has  full  authority 
over  appropriations  made  by  the  city  itself.  He 
has  the  say.  But  if  we  earmark  money  for  \V.  P. 
A.  work,  it  will  not  be  given  to  Loonie. 

Coun.  FINLEY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  clear  up  any  misunderstanding  that  may  be  left 
in  the  minds  of  the  members  in  regard  to  my 
position  on  this  matter.  I  think  I  made  it  clear, 
in  connection  with  the  program  sent  to  us  by  the 
Mayor  of  Boston,  that  under  that  program 
$400,000  out  of  the  $600,000  will  be  earmarked 
for  W.  P.  A.  The  remainder  is  of  such  a  nature 
that  it  will  be  let  out  on  bids.  It  will  not  be  given 
to  pet  contractors.  The  members  of  the  Council 
must  be  aware  of  that,  and  they  will  see  that  that 
is  the  case  if  they  refer  to  the  records  of  February 
11.  It  is  a  subterfuge  to  say  that  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  is  going  to  control  50  or  75  per  cent  of 
this  expenditure.  It  will  be  impossible  for  him 
to  do  it  because,  as  everybody  knows,  the  allot- 
ment for  W.  P.  A.  goes  to  no  contractor,  but  has 
to  be  expended  through  W.  P.  A.  officials. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  I  dislike  to 
continue  the  controversy,  but  I  don't  like  to  see 
members  laboring  under  a  misapprehension.  The 
councilor  from  West  Roxbury  seems  to  feel  that 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  will  have  very  little  to  say 
in  this  matter,  that  the  money  that  he  desires  to 
spend  under  his  original  order  would  come  largely 
under  a  W.  P.  A.  program.  He  says  that  we  are 
going  to  have  $400,000  worth  of  \V.  P.  A.  work, 
and  that  settles  it.  But  he  does  not  say  whether 
it  is  going  to  Brighton,  East  Boston  or  any  other 
section.  But  under  the  $100,000  order  that  we 
have  put  in,  pet  contractors  will  not  be  recognized. 
I  would  also  repeat,  so  far  as  expenditures  for  this 
work  are  concerned,  entirely  apart  from  the 
$600,000  that  has  been  asked  by  the  Mayor, 
there  is  $182,000  left  over  from  last  year,  to  which 
is  to  be  added  the  $162,000  that  we  have  furnished 
by  an  appropriation  order,  and  this  $100,000 
which  we  propose  shall  be  given  for  the  purpose 
will  really  mean  $250,000,  with  the  $150,000  that 
will  be  added  by  the  Federal  Government.  So, 
without  any  limitation,  you  can  see  the  large 
amount  that  might  well  go  to  pet  contractors  if 
this  is  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Mayor.  I  don't 
know  where  you  get  your  figures,  but  the  figures 
I  am  giving  are  the  actual  figures,  supported  by 
the  City  Auditor,  and  when  you  or  anybody  else 
says  that  we  have  a  plan  submitted  to  us,  you 
are  not  telling  the  truth.     I  don't  know  whether 


you  were  there  on  the  day  when  Eddie  Richardson, 
the  head  of  the  department,  was  asking  for  that 
money.  He  sent  a  letter  that  is  on  record  saying 
that  he  would  not  appear  before  the  committee 
because  he  could  not  give  us  any  more  informa- 
tion. I  don't  know  whether  you  were  there  when 
the  assistant  messenger  was  sent  to  the  Mayor 
asking  for  his  attendance,  and  he  pulled  out  a 
book  and  said  that  under  the  law  the  Mayor  has 
to  have  seven  days'  notice  to  appear  before  the 
Council.  But  he  did  not  need  seven  days  to 
appear  before  the  radio  to  contradict  our  state- 
ments and  to  discredit  the  characters  of  fifteen 
members  of  the  Council.  The  Mayor  of  Boston 
was  perfectly  ready  to  go  on  record  as  saying 
that  a  man  like  Henry  Shattuck  is  wrong,  that 
a  man  like  Gardiner  Wilson  is  wrong,  and  that 
Clem  Norton,  George  Roberts  and  other  members 
are  all  wrong.  God  knows,  fifteen  members 
cannot  be  wrong.  We  asked  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
— and  you  know  it,  Mr.  Councilor, — to  send  up 
to  us  W.  P.  A.  loan  orders  and  to  earmark  them 
as  W.  P.  A.  loan  orders,  and  said  that  we  would 
then  consider  passing  them  in  toto.  But  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  wouldn't  do  it.  He  said,  "I  am 
going  to  fight  those  councilors.  They  haven't  the 
courage  to  stand  up  under  the  radio."  Yet,  in 
spite  of  this  available  money,  we  are  told  by  the 
Mayor  that  unless  we  take  the  action  he  wishes 
it  will  result  in  the  discharge  of  men.  And  that 
statement  has  been  made  in  spite  of  the  figures 
that  I  have  given  you,  coming  from  our  City 
Auditor.  Let  me  say  in  all  fairness  that  the 
members  of  the  committee  and  the  councilors  who 
have  voted  against  this  $600,000  loan  order  want 
to  be  perfectly  fair.  At  the  same  time,  we  are 
not  going  to  allow  anybody  to  spend  the  tax- 
payers' money  with  the  city  in  the  condition  it  is 
in  at  the  present  time.  If  you  gentlemen  defend- 
ing that  loan  order  submitted  by  the  Mayor  want 
to  vote  against  this  loan  order  today,  you  have 
a  perfect  right  to  do  so,  but  let  me  say  to  you  that 
if  you  vote  against  this  $100,000  you  are  the 
gentlemen  who  are  voting  to  discharge  employees, 
whether  they  be  city  employees  or  W.  P.  A. 
employees. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  16,  nays  4: 
Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Brackman,  Doherty, 
Dowd,  Finley,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J.  Fitz- 
gerald, Gallagher,  Kerrigan,  McGrath,  Mellen, 
George  A.  Murray,  Peter  A.  Murray,  Rosenberg. 
Selvitella,  Tobin — 16. 

Nays — Coun.      Norton,      Roberts,      Shattuck, 
Wilson — 4. 


REPORT   ON    COMMITTEE    ON    APPRO- 
PRIATIONS. 

Coun.  AGNEW,  for  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, submitted  a  report  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
payable  during  the  financial  year  beginning  with 
the  first  day  of  January,  1937,  for  performing 
the  duties  and  exercising  the  powers  devolved  by 
statute  or  ordinance,  or  by  vote  of  the  City  Council 
during  the  year  on  the  City  of  Boston  or  County  of 
Suffolk,  or  the  departments  or  officers  thereof,  the 
respective  sums  of  money  specified  in  the  tables 
hereinafter  set  forth,  be,  and  the  same  are,  hereby 
appropriated,  for  the  department  and  for  the 
objects  and  purposes  hereinafter  stated. 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriations  hereinafter 
specified  be  met  by  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
$5,121,364.17,  said  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxa- 
tion on  the  polls  and  estates  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  that  all  orders  hereinafter  passed  by  the  City 
Council  relating  to  appropriations,  taxes,  and  the 
interest  thereon,  apply  to  the  appropriations  and 
.taxes  herein  provided  for. 


Police  Department. 
Administrative  Force. 

A.     Personal  Service $5,041,304  17 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

Commissioner,  1  at  $8,000 JS.000  00 

Secretary,  1  at  $5,000 5,000  00 

Assistant  secretary,  1  at  $3,000 3,000  00 

Chief  clerk,  1  at  $3,500 3,500  00 

Clerk,  1  at  $2,050 2,050  00 

Property  clerk,  1  at  $3,600 3,600  00 

Clerk,  1  at  $3,600 3,600  00 

Clerks,  2  at  $2,600 5,200  00 
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Clerks,  2  at  $2,500 $5,000  00 

Clerk,  1  at  $2,200 2,200  00 

Clerk,  1  at  $2,100 2,100  00 

Clerk,  1  at  $2,050 2.050  00 

Clerk,  1  at  $2,000 2,000  00 

Clerk,  1  at  $1,880 „. . .  1,880  00 

Clerks,  2  at  $1,850 3,700  00 

Clerk,  1  at  $1,800 1,800  00 

Clerk,  1  at  $1,640 1,640  00 

Clerk,  1  at  $1,620 1,620  00 

Clerks,  18  at  $1,000  to  $1,600 24,729  75 

Statisticians,  2  at  $2,160 4,320  00 

Stenographers,  1  at  $3,500  ($3,800) 3,727  92 

Stenographer,  1  at  $2,100 2,100  00 

Stenographer,  1  at  $2,000 2,000  00 

Stenographer,  1  at  $1,700 1,700  00 

Stenographers,  17  at  $1,000  to  $1,600 20,287  00 

Uniforms  J  Force. 

Superintendent,  1  at  $7,000. 7,000  00 

Deputy  superintendents,  4  at  $4,500 18,000  00 

Captains,  28  at  $4,000 112,050  00 

Lieutenants  and  lieutenant-inspectors,  69  at  $2,700  to  $2,725. .  179,200  00 

Sergeants,  184  at  $2,500  to  $2,525~ 455,400  00 

Patrolmen,  1,977  at  $1,600  to  $2,125 3,932,000  00 

Signal  Service  Force. 

Director,  1  at  $3,350 3,350  00 

Director,  assistant,  1  at  $2,100 2,100  00 

Chauffeur,  1  at  $1,700 1,700  00 

Foreman,  1  at  $2,300 2,300  00 

Laborer,  1  at  $1,600 1,600  00 

Linemen,  6  at  $1,900  to  $2,000 12,000  00 

Painter  and  groundman,  1  at  $1,900 1,900  00 

Signalmen,  4  at  $1,900  to  $2,100 8,126  97 

Telephone  operator,  1  at  $1,800 1,800  00 

Telephone  operators,  5  at  $1,600 8,000  00 

Miscellaneous. 

Chauffeur,  1  at  $1,800 1,800  00 

Chauffeur,  1  at  $1,600 ' 1,600  00 

Chemist,  biological,  1  at  $2,400 2,400  00 

Cleaners,  10  at  $1,000  to  $1,200 11,891  99 

Elevator  operators,  8  at  $1,000  to  $1,600 11,054  83 

Engineer,  chief,  1  at  $2,700 2,700  00 

Firemen,  marine,  6  at  $2,000 12,000  00 

Firemen,  stationary,  5  at  $1,700 8,500  00 

Hostlers,  10  at  $1,600 ' 16,000  00 

Janitor,  1  at  $1,800 1,800  00 

Janitors,  29  at  $1,600 43,000  00 

Laborers,  4  at  $1,600 6,400  00 

Matron,  chief,  1  at  $1,800 1,800  00 

Matron,  assistant  chief,  1  at  $1,600 1,600  00 

Matrons,  2  at  $1,500 3,000  00 

Matron,  1  at  $720 720  00 

Matrons,  3  at  $400 , 1,200  00 

Mechanics,  11  at  $1,500  to  $2,100 18,528  68 

Radio  technician,  1  at  $2,500 2,500  00 

Repairmen,  at  $2,100 4,200  00 

Repairman,  1  at  $1,800 1,800  00 

Scrubwoman,  1  at  $1,100 .' .  1,100  00 

Signalmen,  3  at  $1,900  to  $2,100 6,026  97 

Steamfitter,  1  at  $1,700 1,700  00 

Superintendent  of  buildings,  1  at  $3,000 3,000  00 

Superintendent  of  buildings,  assistant,  1  at  $2,500 2,500  00 

Superintendent  of  repair  shop,  1  at  $2,200 2,200  00 

Tailor,  1  at  $2,000 2,000  00 

$5,036,364  17 

2 .     Temporary  employees 5,000  00 

C.     Equipment 


80,000  00 
5,121,364  17 


The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  I  simply  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  this  partial  budget 
which  the  committee  has  reported  in  connection 
with  the  Police  Department  takes  in,  under  A-l, 
Permanent  Employees,  and  under  A-2,  Temporary 
Employees;  and  in  addition  to  the  A  group  there 
is  an  appropriation  for  equipment  under  the  C 
group  of  $80,000.  Inasmuch  as  the  committee  is 
obliged  to  report  by  groups,  I  would  simply  call 
attention  of  the  Council  at  this  time  to  the  fact 
that  the  C-16  item  pertains  to  wearing  apparel, 
ostensibly  for  the  added  police  force,  those  who 
join  the  force  on  or  about  April  1. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  shall 
vote  against  these  orders  because  it  appears  to  me 
unnecessary  at  this  time  to  vote  150  additional 
men  on  the  police  force.  The  force  was  increased 
several  years  ago.  I  think  there  were  two  in- 
creases fairly  near  together,  mainly  due  to  a  re- 


quest for  more  men  for  the  traffic  service.  That  was 
before  the  traffic  signal  lighting  system  was  put 
in  on  so  many  corners.  I  think  the  lighting 
system  was  practically  in  its  infancy  at  the  time. 
It  was  also  before  the  prowl  cars  were  provided 
and  before  the  two-way  radio  system  was  intro- 
duced, and  a  number  of  other  improvements  of 
that  kind  which  have  increased  the  efficiency  and 
mobility  of  the  force.  With  those  improvements 
I  do  not  believe  it  is  necessary  to  add  150  men 
to  the  force.  Apparently  in  other  cities  they  do 
not  need  so  many  men.  In  Boston  we  have  more 
men  per  thousand  inhabitants  than  in  any  other 
city  of  the  United  States.  Boston  has  about 
three  men  to  the  thousand.  On  the  other  hand, 
Pittsburgh  has  1.6  to  the  thousand,  and  the  num- 
ber per  thousand  in  different  cities  ranges  all  the 
way  up  to  three  per  thousand  for  Boston.  But 
if  Pittsburgh  can  get  along  with  1.6,  Cleveland 
with  1.8,  Milwaukee  with  1.9,  and  Los  Angeles 
with  two  to  the  thousand,  it  would  seem  to  me 
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that  Boston  ought  to  be  able  to  get  along  with 
three  to  the  thousand.  I  shall,  therefore,  vote 
against  this  order. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  am  not  going 
to  disagree  with  my  colleague  from  the  Back  Bay, 
except  to  state  that  I  think  his  argument  in 
regard  to  the  smaller  number  per  thousand  in 
other  cities  is  a  very  weak  argument.  Boston,  to 
my  mind,  is  an  entirely  different  city  than  any 
other  city  of  its  size.  Boston  has  proportionately 
many  more  people  in  the  suburban  districts,  which 
stretch  out  for  miles.  Boston  has  not  made 
appointments  to  the  department  for  the  last  three 
years  and  I  am  in  personal  accord  not  only  with 
the  plan  to  have  150  more  policemen,  but  if  I  had 
my  way  I  would  feel  that  the  safety  of  the  citizens 
demands  proper  police  protection  and  that  even 
more  might  well  be  added.  You  can  walk  about 
some  sections  of  Boston  for  three  or  four  hours 
without  even  seeing  a  police  officer.  So  I  think 
the  Police  Commissioner  is  to  be  commended  for 
his'  stand  in  asking  that  150  more  men  be  put  at 
work  in  the  department.  I  think  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  is  to  be  partly  commended  for  putting 
seventy-five  at  work  on  the  first  of  April  and 
seventy-five  on  the  first  of  July,  although  I  think 
the  whole  150  might  well  be  put  at  work  at  this 
time.  For  that  reason,  I  shall  vote  for  the  entire 
appropriation. 

Coun.  WILSON — Usually  I  am  in  accord  with 
the  councilor  from  the  Back  Bay  (Coun.  Shattuck) 
in  his  financial  viewpoint.  For  that  reason,  when 
the  Mayor  requested  us  year  before  last  to  vote 
a  million  dollars  by  loan  order  to  pay  salaries  of 
the  Police  Department  and  for  a  loan  order  to 
pay  current  expenses,  I  was  against  it.  I  realize 
that  the  addition  of  these  police  officers  will  mean 
an  added  burden  on  the  taxpayers.  But  I  come 
from  a  residential  section,  where  the  police  force 
is  undermanned  to  such  an  extent  that  within  the 
last  month  a  taxicab  driver  in  the  section  who 
wanted  to  unload  an  undersirable  passenger  drove 
from  the  Codman  square  section  down  to  Atlantic 
avenue  and  Rowe's  Wharf,  and  failed  to  pass  a 
single  uniformed  officer  on  the  entire  trip.  We  do 
need  more  police  officers  in  the  Dorchester  section. 
I  recognize  the  fact  that  in  Boston,  according  to 
the  figures,  we  have  three  men  to  every  thousand 
of  population,  a  larger  proportion  than  in  any  of 
the  other  large  cities  of  the  country.  I  also  realize, 
however,  that  they  have  2.3  policemen  to  every 
thousand  in  Detroit, — and  I  would  rather  live  in 
Boston  than  Detroit  this  afternoon! 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  for  a  number 
of  reasons  I  am  opposed  to  this  proposed  addition 
to  the  Boston  Police  force.  I  am  simply  repeat- 
ing the  position  I  have  taken  previously,  and  you 
have  all  heard  my  statements  along  that  line. 
We  have  more  policemen  in  proportion  to  our 
area  than  probably  any  other  city  in  the  world. 
You  can  radio  for  policemen  in  any  part  of  the 
city,  and  they  will  be  on  hand  within  three  min- 
utes. Speaking  of  the  visibility  of  policemen,  a 
friend  of  mine  tells  me  that  he  rode  1,000  miles 
this  year  in  this  country  and  never  saw  a  police 
officer  in  uniform.  Here  is  a  bulletin  from  Wash- 
ington, issued  by  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investi- 
gation, United  States  Department  of  Justice, 
containing  uniform  crime  reports  for  the  United 
States  and  its  possessions.  It  is  the  fourth 
quarterly  bulletin  for  1936,  and  it  shows  the 
offences  reportable  to  the  police  last  year.  Boston 
has  6,000  such  reportable  offences;  Detroit,  that 
Gardner  does  not  want  to  live  in,  had  four  times 
the  violations  of  law  that  Boston  had. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President,  I 
think  the  results  shown  by  the  police  in  dealing 
with  crime  in  this  city  speak  well  for  our  police  force 
as  compared  with  the  police  forces  in  other  parts 
of  the  United  States.  Certainly,  however,  any  one 
familiar  with  conditions  here,  particularly  in  our 
outlying  sections,  must  realize  that  an  addition  to 
the  force  is  necessary. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  there  are 
people  who  feel  that  there  should  be' a  patrolman  to 
every  house  and  on  every  corner.  But  nobody  can 
argue  that  anybody  living  in  Boston  does  not  live 
in  sufficient  proximity  to  a  police  station.  When 
you  add  to  your  force,  however,  beyond  a  certain 
point  it  has  no  bearing  whatever  upon  the  diminu- 
tion of  crime.  Common  sense  must  be  applied  to 
this  as  well  as  to  other  civic  questions. 

Coun.  ROBERTS— Mr.  President,  I  am  voting 
against  the  order,  because  I  believe  the  better  plan 
would  be  to  appoint  fifty  new  men  each  year  for 
the  next  three  years.  In  that  way  you  would  be 
able  to  lay  off  some  of  the  aging  members  of  the 
force  each  year,  and  improve  the  efficiency  of  the 


department  in  that  way.  Under  the  circumstances, 
however,  I  cannot  vote  to  spend  the  money  for  150 
additional  men  this  year. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
clear  up  what  seems  to  be  an  apparent  misunder- 
standing. The  A-l  item  does  not  include  the  150 
men.  The  Mayor  exercised  his  right  a  week  ago  to 
appoint  75. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  while  the 
present  order  applies  only  to  the  men  to  be  put  on 
the  first  of  April,  75  men,  the  budget  calls  also  for 
an  additional  number  of  men,  another  seventy-five 
to  be  appointed  the  first  of  July,  if  I  recall  correctly. 
So  we  are  in  effect  voting  approval  of  the  whole 
program,  including  not  only  the  seventy-five  men 
to  be  appointed  on  April  1,  but  the  seventy-five 
additional  men  to  be  appointed  later,  on  the  first 
of  July.  That  postponement  is  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  making  things  look  a  little  easier  this 
year,  and  then  soaking  us  later  on. 

The  orders  were  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Brackman,  Doherty, 
Dowd,  Finley,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J.  Fitz- 
gerald, Gallagher,  Kerrigan,  McGrath,  Mellen, 
George  A.  Murray,  Peter  A.  Murray,  Rosenberg, 
Selvitella,  Tobin,  Wilson — 17. 

Nays — Coun.  Norton,  Roberts,  Shattuck — 3. 


RECESS. 

By  direction  of  President  FITZGERALD  the 
Council  at  4.05  p.  m.  voted  to  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled 
in  the  Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
Coun.  GALLAGHER  at  4.25  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Mrs.  B,  Smith,  at  Jeremiah  Burke  School  Hall, 
April  12,  Lillafrances  Yiles,  at  Current  Events 
Hall,  May  1 — recommending  that  leave  be  granted 
under  usual  conditions. 

Heport  accepted;  leave  granted-under  usual  con- 
ditions. 

2.  Report  on  order  of  Coun.  Mellen  (referred 
March  1)  requesting  Auditing  Department  to 
submit  itemized  account  of  expenses  incurred  by 
Mayor's  office  during  t lie  past  thirteen  months — 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  new 
draft,  viz.: 

Ordered.  Thai  I  lie  Audit  inn  Department  submit 
to  the  Citj  Council  by  March  20  an  itemized 
account  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Major's 
office  during  the  past  six  months  and  the  names 
and  addresses  of  the  concerns  or  individuals 
receiving  payment  by  vouchers. 

Coun.  MELLEX— Mr.  President,  as  the  author 
of  the  original  order  I  wish  to  withdraw  it. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  rejected. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  March  S)  for  release  of  surety  on  bond 
of  Hanley  Oil  Company — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

4.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  March  8)  for  release  of  surety  on  bond 
of  Ballard  Oil  Company — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

5.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  March  15)  for  release  of  surety  on  bond 
of  the  Texas  Company — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  reports  were  accepted  and  the  orders 
severally  passed. 


PROTECTION  OF  PROPERTY  OF 
FIREMEX. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  appointment  of  watchmen  or  the 
installation  of  vaults  in  the  various  fire  houses 
throughout  the  city  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
the  property  of  firemen  while  they  are  engaged  in 
their  work  of  fighting  fires. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
I  have  been  informed  of  a  number  of  cases  in  the 
fire  houses  of  the  city  where,  when  the  men  are  off 
fighting  fires,  their  property  in  the  fire  houses  has 
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been  stolen.  Therefore,  I  believe  each  man  should 
have  a  compartment  of  his  own  in  a  vault  in  the 
firehouse,  so  that  his  property  may  be  safe  at  all 
times. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


APPROVAL   OF   UNITED    STATES 
HOUSING    ACT. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD  offered  a  resolu- 
tion memorializing  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  enact  the  United  States  Housing  Act, 
being  S.  1685,  by  Wagner,  and  H.  R.  5033,  by 
Steagall. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 


PURCHASE   OF   EAST   BOSTON   AND 
REVERE   LINES. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  and  Coun.  SELVI- 
TELLA  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  is 
opposed  to  the  bill  that  will  be  heard  on  March  31 
before  the  House  Committee  on  Transportation, 
said  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the  East 
Boston  and  Revere  lines  of  the  Boston,  Revere 
Beach  and  Lynn  Railroad  as  an  addition  to  the 
present  holdings  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway. 
Copies  of  this  order  shall  be  forwarded  to  the 
Committee  on  Transportation. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
resolution. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  wonder  when  this  acquisition  of  broken- 
down  railways  by  the  Boston  Elevated,  largely  at 
the  expense  of  the  City  of  Boston,  is  going  to  stop. 
It  would  seem  that  in  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years 
Boston's  treasury  has  become  a. financial  sana- 
torium for  the  restoration  and  rehabilitation  of 
broken-down  railways.  In  the  Herald  of  last 
Saturday  morning  the  following  appeared,  under 
the  heading  "El  May  Take  Narrow  Gauge." 

"A  public  hearing  on  a  bill  authorizing  the 
transfer  will  be  held  March  31  before  the  House 
Committee  on  Transportation.  The  Division  of 
Metropolitan  Planning,  under  a  resolution  passed 
last  year,  has  already  made  public  a  report  favor- 
ing the  acquisition  of  the  East  Boston  to  Revere 
lines  by  the  Boston  Metropolitan  District  which  in 
turn  would  lease  it  to  the  Elevated.  It  was 
pointed  out  in  the  report  that  the  enactment  of 
the  bill  into  law  would  mean  a  ten-cent  fare 
between  Revere,  Winthrop  and  Boston." 

A  year  or  so  ago  we  took  over  the  Chelsea  and 
East  Boston  division  of  the  Eastern  Massachusetts, 
and  the  Revere  division.  That  railway  had  not 
paid  a  dividend  in  ten  years.  It  was  simply  a 
case  of  unloading  on  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  a 
white  elephant;  and  it  also  appeared  in  the 
Boston  press  of  Saturday  morning  that,  under  an 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  Revere  will  not 
be  required  this  year  to  contribute  to  the  1937 
deficit  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway,  even 
though  the  company  now  operates  buses  in  that 
city.  The  Boston  Elevated  at  the  present  time 
cannot  maintain  itself,  and  is  trying  to  help  itself 
out  of  its  difficulties  by  running  buses  that  poison 
people  with  carbon  monoxide  gas.  They  took  off 
one  train  last  Saturday,  when  people  were  sup- 
posed to  be  going  into  the  city  in  connection  with 
the  Easter  trade,  and  they  are  crowding  people 
into  the  cars  like  cattle.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
Mayor  may  well  instruct  his  legislative  counsel  to 
appear  and  oppose  this  bill,  particularly  as  the 
trustees  of  the  railway  have  reported  that  the 
deficit  is  rising,  that  there  was  an  excess  of  cost  of 
service  over  receipts  of  February,  1937,  of 
$120,409.93.  I  simply  wish  to  quote  this  briefly, 
as  it  appeared  in  one  of  our  papers  last  Saturday. 

"The  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
reported  yesterday  an  excess  of  cost  of  service 
over  receipts  for  February,  1937,  of  $120,409.93. 
This  excess  compares  with  that  of  $83,606  for 
February,   1936." 

Now,  mark  you  what  they  think  is  in  part  the 
cause  of  this  rise.     They  say: 

"  The  loss  during  February  of  this  year  compared 
to  that  of  last  year  resulted  in  part,  the  trustees 
reported,  because  February  of  this  year  had  only 
twenty-eight  days  compared  with  the  twenty-nine 
days  in  1936.  The  greater  loss  was  also  caused 
by  the  increased  taxes  for  unemployment  compen- 
sation and  by  the  tax  for  old  age  benefits,  the 
latter  chargeable  for  the  first  time  in  1937." 


But  they  don't  say  what  they  have  saved  on 
removal  of  snow.  Therefore,  I  hope  the  members 
of  the  Council  will  not  only  pass  this  resolution 
but  will  appear  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  of  the 
month  and  oppose  with  all  the  ability  they  possess 
this  attempt  to  saddle  on  the  taxpayers  of  Boston 
another  broken-down  railway  system. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  I  am 
heartily  in  accord  on  this  matter  with  the  member 
from  Ward  13.  The  acquisition  by  the  Elevated 
of  the  Chelsea  division  of  the  Eastern  Massachu- 
setts has  given  the  people  of  East  Boston  a  blow- 
that  they  have  not  got  over  yet.  The  people  of 
East  Boston  must  now  wait  and  stand  on  the 
corner  and  watch  these  cars  from  Chelsea  and 
Revere  go  by  loaded,  they  being  unable  to  find 
space  to  ride  in  town.  There  has  been  much 
agitation  in  East  Boston  against  the  present 
situation.  Our  people  do  not  have  a  show,  unless 
additional  cars  are  put  on  for  the  people  of  East 
Boston,  and  if  this  bill  goes  through  matters  will 
be  worse,  unless  the  Elevated  makes  additional 
effort  to  give  us  more  service,  which  they  have 
failed  to  do.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  resolution  and 
am  going  to  appear  before  the  committee  on 
March  31. 

The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


SALARIES   OF   COUNCIL   EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  FINLEY  offered  the  following: 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows : 

Section  5  of  chapter  three  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1925,  as  most  recently  amended  by 
chapter  four  of  the  Ordinances  of  1935,  is  hereby 
further  amended  by  striking  out  the  words 
"twenty-seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars"  in  the 
salary  of  the  second  assistant  city  messenger  and 
inserting  in  place  thereof  the  words  "twenty-two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,"  and  in  the  salaries  of  the 
two  stenographer-clerks  connected  with  the  City 
Council  by  striking  out  the  words  "two  thousand 
doDars"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  words 
"twenty-two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars." 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ARC    LIGHTS,   WARD    14. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  an  arc  light  at  the  corner  of  Blue  Hill 
avenue  and  Paxton  street,  Ward  14. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  an  arc  light  at  the  corner  of  Blue  Hill 
avenue  and  Johnston  road,  Ward  14. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TAX    ASSESSMENT  OF  GENERAL  BAKING 
COMPANY. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise 
the  Boston  City  Council  immediately  of  the 
reasons  whereby  they  decided  that  the  General 
Baking  Company,  situated  on  Bunker  Hill  street 
in  Charlestown,  should  have  their  tax  assessment 
reduced  by  fifty-five  thousand  dollars. 

Coun.  MELLEN— Mr.  President,  on  the  17th 
of  January  this  year  Tim  Murphy  of  the  Assessing 
Department  was  fired.  Previous  to  his  removal 
from  the  city  service  he  had  twice  turned  down  a 
petition  of  this  corporation,  the  General  Baking 
Company,  for  reduction  of  their  tax  assessment, 
and  he  was  fired  because  in  another  case  he  had 
also  tried  to  save  the  city  some  money.  Thirteen 
days  after  his  removal,  on  January  30,  the  assess- 
ment against  this  company  was  reduced  $55,000. 
The  total  assessment  up  to  that  time  had  been 
$252,400.  The  approval  of  the  application  was 
signed  by  Kelly  and  the  assistant  assessor  assigned 
to  that  particular  district..  This  is  a  sad  commen- 
tary on  the  inside  situations,  as  I  see  it,  leading  up 
to  the  discharge  of  Murphy.  I  know  of  many 
instances  in  my  own  ward  where  widows  have  been 
forced  out  of  their  homes,  having  been  refused 
abatement  on  their  taxes;  and  still,  two  weeks  after 
Tim  Murphy  was  discharged  for  doing  an  honest 
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job,  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  in  his  arrogance,  allowed 
this  company  an  abatement  of  855,000  on  its  tax 
bill.  To  my  mind  that  shows  dishonesty,  a  steal, 
opening  up  a  door  in  the  City  of  Boston  to  this  and 
other  corporations  seeking  to  avoid  their  just  debt 
to  the  city.  I  know  that  this  order  will  die,  as  all 
orders  of  this  nature  do  die,  but  I  simply  want  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  here  is  the  Mayor  of 
Boston,  a  so-called  honest  man,  allowing  this  to  go 
on  with  his  acquiescence. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ACCEPTANCE    OF    MISSION    STREET. 

Coun.  DOHERTY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway 
Mission  street,  from  151  Calumet  street  to  198 
Parker  Hill  avenue,  Ward  10. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


HOURS  OF  LABOR  OF  DRAWTENDERS,  ETC. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  provide  for  bringing  the  daily  hours 
of  labor  performed  by  drawtenders  in  line  with 
the  average  weekly  labor  conditions  of  other  city 
employees. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  provide  for  bringing  the  daily  hours  of 
labor  performed  by  tollmen-guards  in  line  with  the 
average  weekly  labor  conditions  of  other  city 
employees. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESIGNATION   OF   MAYOR. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider  the 
advisability    of    resigning    and    turning    over    the 
office  to  the  President  of  the  City  Council  for  the 
balance  of  the  year. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  was  elected  on  a  platform  of  economy 
and  efficiency,  which  were  made  the  fundamental 
basis  of  his  program,  and  that  is  the  reason  why 
he  was  elected.  I  claim  that  the  Mayor  has  gone 
back  on  his  most  solemn  pledge  to  the  people  of 
Boston,  and  that  today  we  have  under  Mayor 
Mansfield  the  largest  tax  rate  of  any  large  city  in 
America,  if  not  in  the  world.  We  have  thousands 
walking  the  streets  of  this  city  unemployed.  We 
are  a  city  dependent  on  commerce  and  industry 
and,  on  account  of  the  confiscatory  tax  rate,  the 
highest  in  America,  commerce  and  industry  are 
leaving  Boston,  according  to  the  reports  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Commerce.  There 
seems  to  be  no  chance,  furthermore,  for  thousands 
of  youngsters  who  are  walking  the  streets  of  this 
city,  because  we  are  losing  our  industries  and  our 
commerce,  resulting  in  the  exodus  which  has  taken 
place  for  the  last  five  years  of  important  indus 
trial  concerns  to  other  parts  of  the  country.  I 
want  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  at  the  first 
of  this  year  the  City  of  Boston  suffered  from  an 
unprecedented  treasury  deficit  of  over  $20,000,000, 
and  that  before  his  term  expires  the  city  will  have 
borrowed  $25,000,000,  facing  the  worst  financial 
situation  in  its  history.  Entirely  aside  from 
welfare,  the  Mayor  has  spent  more  than  any 
other  mayor  we  have  had.     That  being  so,  it  is 


evident  that  conditions  cannot  be  worse  under  the 
president  of  this  Council  than  they  are  under  the 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules. 


CARE  OF  ADMINISTRATION  BUILDING, 
MERIDIAN     STREET. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  care  and  custody  of  the  East 
Boston  Traffic  Tunnel  Administration  Building 
on  Meridian  street,  East  Boston,  be  transferred 
from  the  Boston  Transit  Department  to  the 
Public  Buildings  Department. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  the 
Mayor  has  sent  up  to  us  on  several  occasions  a 
request  for  sale  of  the  old  Police  Station  7  in  East 
Boston,  that  now  houses  the  American  Legion 
Post.  The  proposed  sale  of  the  building  was 
obviously  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  post  office 
in  East  Boston.  The  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
has  had  a  communication  in  regard  to  the  matter 
and  has  refused  to  take  action  until  ample  accom- 
modations for  the  Legion  Post,  which  has  been  in 
that  building  for  twenty  years,  are  assured  in 
another  building.  The  one  other  building  is  the 
traffic  tunnel  administration  building  on  Meridian 
street,  used  during  the  construction  of  the  Sumner 
tunnel.  Because  of  this  being  in  charge  of  the 
Transit  Department,  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  has  refused  to  go  ahead  with  any  repairs 
until  a  transfer  is  made,  and  this  order  is  intro- 
duced to  give  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  authority  to  make  repairs  in  the  build- 
ing, so  that  the  building  that  now  houses  Flaherty 
Post  can  be  sold,  the  Legion  Post  may  be  provided 
for,  and  a  post  office  may  be  given  to  East  Boston. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  CONSTABLES. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY, 
the  Council  took  up,  under  unfinished  business, 
Nos.  1  and  2  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  March  15,  1937,  of  Louis  Richmond  and 
Wilbur  F.  Lewis,  to  be  Constables  authorized  to 
serve  civil  process  upon  riling  bond. 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  March  15,  1937,  of  Felix  X.  Berry.  Edward 
Charbonneau,  Michael  J.  Stroiney,  to  be  Weighers 
of  Goods;  and  Bruce  West  and  Harry  T.  Harland, 
to  be  Weighers  of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation  of  the 
appointments.  Committee,  Coun.  Finley  and 
Selvitella.  Whole  number  of  ballots  15,  yeas  14, 
no  1,  and  the  appointments  were  confirmed. 


LEAVE   (IF    ABSENCE. 

Coun.   ROSENBERG   offered  the   following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  permit  all  Jewish  employees  of  the  City  of 
Boston  leave  of  absence  on  March  27.  April  2  and 
3,  1937,  the  occasion  of  the  Jewish  high  holidays, 
without  loss  of  pav. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
have  the  order  amended  by  adding  that  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  close  City  Hall  on 
Good  Friday. 

The  order  was  so  amended,  and  as  amended  was 
passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  at  4.58  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
TOBIN,  to  meet  on  Monday,  March  29,  1937,  at 
2  p.  m. 


CITY    OF    BOSTON    PRINTING    DEPARTMENT 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council- 


Monday,  March  29,  1937.  ; 
Regular  meeting  of  the   Ctilty   Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,   City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  Presi- 
danlt     FITZGERALD     dm     the     chair.     Absent, 
Coum   Roberts. 


REMODELING    OF    POLICE    STATIONS 
3  AND  10. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   March    29,    1937. 
To  the  City,  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  Police  Commissioner  has 
submitted  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  a  request  that  certain  remodeling 
work  Ibe  performed  at  Station  8,  Joy  street, 
and  Station  10,  Roxibury  Crossing.  The  work 
at  Station  3  is  necessary  in  connection  with 
the  reopening  of  the  building  as  a  Police 
Station.  When  this  building  was  given  up  a 
few  years  ago  by  the  Police  Department  ftihe 
cells  were  dismantled  and  token  out.  It  be- 
comes necessary,  therefore,  to  .provide  for 
new  cell  accommodations.  In  addition,  it  is 
proposed  to  improve  the  dormitory  and  toilet 
facilities  within  the  building  in  order  that  the 
men  assigned  to  this  division  may  have 
proper  facilities  in  this  respect. 

At  Station  10  it  is  proposed  to  remove 
the  cells  from  their  present  location  in  the 
basement  and  to  place  ifchem  dn  a  building 
to  be  constructed  at  the  rear  of  the  present 
Station  house.  According  to  police  officials., 
this  improvement  is   highly  desirable. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  cost  of  this  pro- 
posed work  will  be  in  the  .vicinity  of  $68,000. 
At  the  present  time  there  is  available  for  the 
improvement  of  existing  police  stations  an 
unexpended  balance  of  $51,'334.31.  I  propose 
that  the  difference  between  this  balance  and 
the  estimated  cost  of  the  work  be  secured 
by  'transfers  of-  unexpended  balances  remain- 
ing in  the  special  appropriation,  "Sales  of 
City  Property,"  and  in  the  loan  account,  "New 
Fire  Stations  and  Additions  to  and  Improve- 
ment of  Existing  Fire  Stations."  Ths  latter 
account  was  authorized  in.  1932  and  the  original 
work  contemplated  has  been  completed.  I 
submit  herewith  the  orders  providing  for  these 
transfers  and  respectfully  recommend  their 
adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $7,593.09  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated  from  Sales  of 
City  Property,  to  be  expended,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings,  for  the  following : 
New  Police  Stations  and  Additions  to  and  Ini- 
provemenit  of  Existing  Police  Sta- 
tions    .$7,593  09 


■  Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer : 
_  From  the  appropriation  for  New  Fire  Sta- 
tions and  Additions  to  and  Improvement  of 
Existing_  Fire  Stations,  $8,098.68,  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  New  Police  Stations  and  Ad- 
ditions to  and  Improvement  of  Existing  Police 
Stations,  $8,098.68. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PROTECTION  OF  W.  P.  A.  WORKMEN. 
The  following  was   received : 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  'Mayor,    March   24,  |  1937. 
To  the  City,  Council.  .  . 

Gentlemen,,— I  transmit  herewith  a  (Com- 
munication from  the  chairman  of  the  Park 
Department  relative  to  your  order  of  February 
8,  1937,  concerning  the  protection  of  W.  P.  A. 
workmen  on  the  Wood  Avenue  Project  in 
Hyde  Park  against  danger  of  personal  in- 
juries   due   to   blasting. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor, 

City  of  Boston, 
Park   Department,   March   22,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — 1  have  your  memorandum  of 
March  16,  with  attached  Council  order,  relative 
to  the  protection  of  the  W.  P.  A.  workers 
adjacent  to   Wood  avenue  in   Hyde  Park. 

I  do  not  think  this  order  was  intended  for 
the  Park  Department,  but  as  we  are  con- 
structing a  new  playground  under  the  W.  P.  A, 
there  is  some  blasting   going   on. 

Pleose  be  assured  all  precautions  are  being 
taken.  Guards  are  placed  at  important  points 
to  warn  the  people  who  are  passing  by ;  the 
rock  to  be  blasted  'is  covered  with  wire  netting 
and  logs  ;  very  small  charges  of  dynamite  are 
used;  all  the  workers  are  sent  to  a  safe  place 
out  of  'range  and  the  blasting  is  done  by  a 
licensed  'blaster  who  is  sent  and  approved  by 
the  W.   P.  A. 

Furthermore,     the    Safety     Division     of     the 
W.    P.    A.   has   approved   the   methods   used   by 
this    department   on   this    work. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

William   P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


CITY  USE   OF   TELEPHONES. 
The  following  was   received : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of   the   Mayor,   March    29,    1937. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  City  Auditor  relative  to 
your  order  of  February  8,  1937,  concerning  the 
usage  of  telephone  machines  in  all  depart- 
ments for  a  ten-year  period  from  1927  to  1936. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Auditing    Department,    March    27,    1937. 
Hon.  Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir,: — Under  date  of  February   8,    1937, 
the   City   Council  adopted  the  following  order: 
"Ordered:     That    the    City    Auditor    be    re- 
quested, through  his   Honor  the  Mayor,  to  ad- 
vise the  City  Council  promptly  for  each  year 
from  1927  to  1936  : 

1.  The  total  number  of  telephone  machines 
in    use    in   all   city   departments. 

2.  The  annual  total  cost  of  telephone  service 
charged  to1  the  City  of  Boston  for  each  year 
during   said  ten-year  period." 

I  submit  the  following  report  dm  connection 
■with  this  order : 

1.  As  of  the  beginning  of  the  current  fiscal 
year  the  total  number  of  telephone  machines 
in  use  in  all  city  departmients,  exclusive  of 
the  School  and  County  Departments,  was 
2,173.  This  total  includes  25  P.B.X.,*  2,120' 
stations  or  instruments  and  18  teletype  in- 
struments. It  is  impossible  for  this  office  to 
furnish  other  than  current  information  under 
this   particular    question. 

2.  The  annual  total  cost  of  telephone  service 
charged  to  the  City  of  Boston  for  all  depart- 
ments, exclusive  of  School  and  County  de- 
partments, during  the  years  1927  to  1936  is 
shown  in  the  following  table: 
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1927  $79,775  45 

1928    94,158   05 

1929    97,792  72 

1930    102,258  56 

1931    108,802  80 

1932    107,745  75 

1933    102,881  50 

1934    105,954  73 

1935    122,856  95 

1936    131,044  21 

Respectfully, 

Charles   J.   Fox,   City   Auditor. 


*Pirivate    branch    exchanges — switchboards. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  WILSON  offered 
the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  instruct  the  ISealer  of  Weights 
and  Measures  to  seal  all  electric  telephone 
recording  and  measuring  devices  in  every 
city  department  after  proper  examination  and 
imspcetion   of  same. 

Oouin.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  in  January 
of  this  year  Councilor  McGrath,  on  my  left, 
first  brought  out  the  point  in  reference  to 
possible  legislation  to  provide  for  return  of 
payment  to  subscribers  of  the  telephone  com- 
pany in  connection  with  the  renting  of  the 
so-called  French  telephone,  and  on  February 
8  the  Council  passed  an  order  which  I  in- 
troduced, requesting  that  the  City  Auditor 
advise  the  City  Council  promptly  for  each 
year   from   1927   to   1936: 

"1.  The  total  number  of  telephone  machines 
in  use  in  all  city   departments. 

"2.  The  annual  total  cost  of  telephone 
service  charged  to  the  City  of  Boston  for  each 
year   during   said   ten-year   period." 

Members  Of  the  Council,  including  myself. 
Councilor  MoGrath,  and  I  assume  others, 
have  bean  under  the  impression,  so  far  as 
the  telephone  company  is  concerned,  that  for 
some  time,  without  supervision  and  checking, 
there  has  been  a  gradual  creeping  up  of  the 
telephone  charges.  We  have  received  today, 
through  the  Mayor,  the  figures  of  the  auditor 
on  this  matter,  and  I  think  anybody  must 
say  .that  the  figures  speak  for  themselves. 
The  annual  cost  of  telephone  service  charge- 
able to  the  City  of  Boston  for  all  departments , 
exclusive  of  the  schools  and  the  county  de- 
partments, from  the  years  1927  to  1936,  in- 
clusive,  is  shown   in  the  following   table : 

1927  $79,775  45 

1928    94,158  05 

1929    97.792  72 

1930    102,258  56 

1931    108,802  80 

1932    107,745  75 

1933    102,881   50 

and  then,  of  course,  came  the  reform  wave, 
■with  the  result  that  from  that  time  on  the 
figures  are  as  follows : 

1934    $105,954  73 

1935    122,856  95 

1936    131,044  21 

Als  you  see,  ithe  increase  was  more  pro- 
nounced in  the  single  year  1935.  On  the 
basis  of  those  figures,  there  was  an  increase 
of  over  $25,000,  beginning  with  1934,  and 
there  was  an  increase  for  1935  over  1934  of 
$17,000  in  that  one  year.  Now,  I  do  not 
assume  that  that  almost  unbelievable  increase. 
supporting  the  statement  made  on  the  floor 
of  this  Council,  is  the  result  of  any  outbreak 
or  burst  of  prosperity  in  Boston.  I  know  it 
is  not  the  result  of  our  having  more  employees, 
because  the  figures  show  that  in  the  nine  de- 
partments before  us  for  consolidation  there 
has  been  a  12  per  cent  reduction  in  person- 
nel in  the  last  two  years.  And  so,  I  say,  these 
figures,  which  are  in  line  with  ithe  statements 
that  have  been  made  on  the  floor  of  the 
Council,  are  certainly  illuminating  as  to  the 
unexplainable  and  vast  increase  in  the  tele- 
phone charges  to  the  City  of  Boston  alone.  I 
can  fully  imagine  from  personal  experience  on 
a  much  smaller  scale  in  the  matter  of  addi- 
tional extra  charges  that  are  made  month 
after  month  on  practically  every  private 
'phone  in  the  City  of  Boston,  incidental  to 
this    automatic    dial   system,    no    matter    what 


they  may  say  about  it, — that  there  has  been 
recently  an  increase  of  charges  all  along  the 
line. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  my  colleague  from  Dorchester  one 
question,  which  may  seem  a  little  stupid.  I 
understand  you  to  say  that  the  telephone 
charges  for  one  year  went  up  $17,000,  as  shown 
by  the  bills  of  the  telephone  company  to 
the   City  of   Boston? 

Coun.  WILSON — Well,  over  the  signature 
of  Charles  J.  Fox,  City  Auditor,  we  have 
today  the  total  cost  of  telephone  service  for 
all  departments,  exclusive  of  the  schools  and 
the  county,  showing  that  for  1936  the  charge 
was  $131,000,  an  increase  of  over  $25,000 
over  1934,  and  that  the  bills  for  1935  were 
$17,000  over  those  of  1934.  That  is  just  the 
telephone  service  for  the  City  of  Boston, 
exclusive  of  the  courts,  the  county  departments 
and  the  School  Department,  just  the  City  of 
Boston   departments. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  all  I  can  say 
is  that  those  responsible  for  that  condition 
should  be  indicted. 

Coun.  McGRATH— Mr.  President,  it  has 
appeared  through  my  agitation,  with  the  co- 
operation of  my  colleague  from  Dorchester, 
investigating  the  charges  of  the  telephone 
company  to  the  City  of  Boston  from  192~7 
to  1936,  that  those  charges  have  almost  doubled, 
and  I  charge  the  telephone  company  with 
padding  the  telephone  rates.  An  instdtsition 
in  Boston  had  some  of  its  students  examine 
into  the  matter.  In  one  of  the  exchanges  of 
the  telephone  company  the  machines  are  set 
for  three  minutes,  as  I  understand  it.  The 
students  who  went  to  this  exchange  to  examine 
the  machines  found  that  one  ran  for  two 
minutes  and  another  ran  for  five  minutes. 
The  answer  from  the  telephone  company  is 
that  they  are  fool-proof,  that  they  have  to 
run  for  five  minutes,  no  more  and  no  less.  I 
think  it  only  goes  to  show  how  the  telephone 
company  uses  not  only  the  City  of  Boston  but  all 
its  subscribers.  There  is  absolutely  no  reason 
why  the  rates,  which  were  increased  a  dollar 
during  the  hard  times  of  the  city,  should  not 
now   be   reduced. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rales. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments, 
viz. : 

Measurer  of  Grain:  Joseph  Shanahan,  11 
El  wood    street,    Charlestown,    Mass. 

Weigher  of  Coal :  Florence  L.  Sanford, 
16    Sanford    street.    Medway,    Mass. 

Laid    over    a    week    under    the    law. 


PETITIONS     REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred    to    the    committees    named,    viz. : 

Claims. 

Carl  V.  Anderson,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  bv  alleged  defect  at  511  Main 
street,    Charlestown. 

John  T.  Doyle,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age   to    car    by    city    cart. 

Katherine  F.  Parren,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  65  Decatur  street, 
caused   bv  ash   truck. 

Annie  Gordon,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries  due   to   alleged   defect  in   Vesta   road. 

William  P.  Haskell,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to   car  by  city  truck. 

Hannah  Kearney,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  125  F  street,  South  Bos- 
ton, caused  by  ladder  truck  of  Fire  Department. 

Samuel  Litman,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age  to   car    by   city    truck. 

Margaret  Mahoney,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  10  Lincoln  street, 
Charlestown,   caused  by  water  being  shut  off. 

John  McCart,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  bv  can  on  beach  at  K  street.  South 
Boston. 
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D.    Monosson,    for    refund    on    refuse    tickets. 

John  F.  Ryan,  for  reimbursement  of  execu- 
tion issued  against  htm  for  acts  as  employee 
of  Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. 

John  F.  Ryan,  for  reimbursement  of  exe- 
cution issued  against  him  for  acts  as  employee 
of  Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. 

Robert  L.  Oass.  for  reimbursement  of  exe- 
cution issued  against  him  for  acts  as  employee 
of  Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  otf 
age  to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement, 
viz. : 

Charles  M.  Roteh,  Boston  Garden,  April 
2  and   3. 

Josette  P.  Curren,  Egleston  Theatre,  May  25. 

San'da    Bieber,   Dorchester   Manor,    March    28. 

Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 
Petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  to 
operate  motor  vehicles  between  junction  of 
Huntington  avenue  and  Stuart  street  and 
junction  of  Atlantic  avenue  and  Broad  street, 
over  Huntington  avenue,  Dartmouth  street, 
Stuart  street,  Kneeland  street  and  Atlantic 
avenue ;  return  over  Atlantic  avenue,  Knee- 
land  street,  Stuart  street,  Eliot  street,  Colum- 
bus avenue  and  Stuart  street. 


APPROVAL  OF  CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

The  constables'  bonds  of  Alfonso  Lambiase 
and  Louis  Richmond,  having  been  duly  ap- 
proved by  the  City  Treasurer,  were  received 
and    approved. 


TRAFFIC   LIGHTS   ON   CHARLES   STREET. 

President  FITZGERALD  called  up,  under 
unfinished  business,  No.  3  on  the  calendar,  viz. : 

3.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $3,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the 
1  Traffic  Commission,  for  traffic  signal  lights  on 
Charles  street,  at  Allen  street,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  he 
authorized  to  issue  and  sell  bonds  of  the  city 
to  said   amount  for   said   purpose. 

On  April  13,  1936,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,   yeas   18,   nays   1. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final 
reading    and    passage,    yeas    17,    nays    0. 


LOAN  FOR  ROBERT  G.  SHAW  SCHOOL. 

President  FITZGERALD  called  up,  under 
unfinished  business,  No.  2  on  the  calendar,  viz. : 

2.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  366  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  and  acts  in 
amendment  thereof  or  in  addition  thereto,  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appropriated  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  School  Committee  for  a  com- 
bination gymnasium  and  assembly  hall  in, 
and  incidental  additions  to,  the  Robert  Gould 
Shaw  School,  Robert  Gould  Shaw  District, 
West  Roxbury,  and  that  to  meet  said  appro- 
priation the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  fronj  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of   the   city    to    said    amount. 

On  March  15,  1937,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read   once   and   passed,    yeas    17,    nays    1. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  aind  final 
reading  and  passage,  yeas  16,  nays  0. 


RESOLUTION  ON  DEATH  OF  DOCTOR 
MACKEY. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  and  GEORGE  A.  MUR- 
RAY offered  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City 
of    Boston    hereby    expresses    its    deep    regret 


and  sincere  sorrow  at  the  sudden  and  un- 
timely death  of  Dr.  Charles  E.  Mackey,  'late 
member  of  the  School  Committee,  amd  a  gentle- 
man whose  kindly,  generous  and  charitable 
nature  endeared  him  to  the  hearts  of  many 
thousands  of  persons  within  our  city. 
The  resolution   was  adopted. 


GUARDS  FOR  PRISONERS  AT  LONG 
ISLAND  HOSPITAL. 

Couin.  DOHERTY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  consider  the  advisability  of  as- 
signing guards  to  the  Long  Island  Hospital 
to  guard  prisoners  from  Deer  Island  House  of 
Correction  who  are  being  treated  alt  the  Long 
Island   Hospital. 

Coun.  DOHERTY^Mr.  President,  my  pur- 
pose in  introducing  this  order  today  ds  to 
call  to  the  attention  of  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston  a  condition  that  I  believe  should 
be  improved,  rectified  and  remedied.  People 
who  are  convicted  and  sent  by  the  courts  to 
the  House  of  Correction,  to  Deer  Island,  when 
they  have  to  receive  some  sort  of  hospitaliza- 
tion are  sent  over  to  the  Long  Island  Hospital. 
Sometimes  there  are  anywhere  from  three  to 
twenty  prisoners  sent  to  the  Long  Island 
Hospital,  and!  from  3j30  in  the  atftemoon  until 
7.30  next  morning  there  is  nobody  there  to 
have  jurisdiction  over  them  but  the  nurse 
in  charge  of  the  ward.  Sometimes  there  is  a 
warrant  from  another  state,  perhaps  New 
York,  holding  over  these  prisoners.  They 
may  be  sent  for  only  a  short  time  to  Deer 
Island,  but  there  may  be  some  charge  held 
against  them,  perhaps  for  a  very  serious  crime, 
in  another  state.  For  example,  they  may  be 
held  for  a  murder  charge  in  New  York, — and 
still  these  prisoners,  some  of  them  desperate 
men  and  with  a  bad  record  against  'them,  are 
sent  over  to  the  hospital  at  Long  Island,  which 
for  a  considerable  period  of  the  twenty-four 
hours  is  simply  dm  charge  of  a  nurse.  Or  they 
may  be  "hoppies"  or  dope  fiends,  who  ore 
sent  there  to  be  cured  of  the  habit,  willing  to 
do  anything  to  get  drugs,  and  the  only 
person  there  in  charge  of  the  cabinet  is  a 
female  nurse.  I  do  not  believe  a  .nurse,  under 
such  conditions,  should  be  responsible  for  prison- 
ers of  that  kind.  Certainly,  the  responsibility 
for  the  core  of  such  persons  should  not  be 
placed  upon  them.  I  believe  there  should  be 
somebody  there  to  protect  that  female  nurse. 
As  we  all  know,  the  duty  is  imposed  upon 
some  of  us  at  times  to  go  down  and  inspect 
the  Deer  Island  institution.  When  down  there 
recently  on  such  a  visit  I  spoke  to  the  Master, 
callintg  his  attention  to  this  matter.  He  said, 
"I  think  everything  is  going  along  all  right." 
I  said,  "Master,  do  you  think  a  woman  nurse 
should  be  given  this  responsibilty  ?"  Well, 
he  ducked  the  issue.  I  spoke  to  a  nurse  down 
there,  about  two  weeks  ago,  and  she  said  to  me, 
"Councilor,  I  don't  'believe  this  responsibility 
should  be  placed  upon  us."  I  said,  "Why,  if 
somebody  speaks  to  you  or  threatens  you  in 
the  evening,  why  not  caH  it  to  the  attention 
of  the  guard  who  comes  over  at  7.30  in  the 
morning?"  She  said,  "I  will  tell  you  the 
reason  why.  If  anything  'happens  in  the 
nighttime,  if  some  oif  these  men  threaten  you, 
you  are  told,  'Don't  you  dare  open  your  mouth, 
"  or  something  will  happen'  to  you  when  you 
hit  Atlantic  avenue.'  "  Mr.  President,  that 
is  the  reason  why  I  am  now  calling  this  matter 
to  the  attention  of  the  Mayor.  I  believe  there 
should  be  guards  there  protecting  these  nurses. 
As  I  say,  some  of  these  men  are  desperate 
men,  serving  long  sentences,  and  who  may 
be  facing  the  electric  chair  in  New  York  State 
or  some  other  state.  There  is  nobody  there 
now  to  protect  them,  amd  I  think  it  ds  too 
much  responsibility  to  place  on  a  female  nurse. 
Therefore,  I  ask  the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule. 
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SAFETY  ISLAND,   WASHINGTON  AND 
RIVER    STREETS. 

Coum.  WILSON  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  .requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  provide  for  a  safety  island  at  the 
intersection  of  Washington  and  River  streets, 
Ward  17. 

Passed  under  suspension   of   the   rule. 


ATTITUDE  OF  LAW  DEPARTMENT. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  relating  to  the  attitude 
of  the  Law  Department  with  reference  to 
public  welfare  recipients  who  recover  verdicts 
against  the  city. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  am  going 
to  ask  when  I  have  finished  that  this  order 
be  sent  to  the  Executive  Committee  and  that 
Corporation  Counsel  Foley  be  sent  for.  No 
one  through  the  years  has  been  more  an- 
tagonistic to  undeserving  welfare  cases  than  I 
have  been,  but  there  are  times  when  I  believe 
the  City  of  Boston,  especially  the  Law  Depart- 
ment,— -which  apparently  is  so  busy  on  small 
change  and  small  matters  that  it  has  to  go 
outside  to  hire  help  when  it  gets  a  case  of 
any  importance  in  the  Superior  Court, — should 
use  a  little  more  judgment  and  common  sense 
in  dealing  with  some  such  matters  as  I  have 
in  mind  in  presenting  this  order.  To  be 
specific,  I  have  in  mind  a  man  in  the  Roxbury 
district  who,  because  of  a  serious  defect  in 
the  sidewalk  on  Albany  street,  or  a  street  in 
that  vicinity,  back  in  March,  1931,  was  caused 
to  fall  and  fracture  his  leg.  He  was  taken 
to  the  Boston  City  Hospital  and  stayed  there 
for  a  considerable  period  of  time  with  his 
broken  leg.  On  the  first  of  April,  1930.,  for 
example,  he  was  placed  on  the  operating  table, 
and  an  operation  on  the  leg  was  performed. 
Apparently  the  operation  was  not  successful. 
He  stayed  there  for  a  week  or  ten  days  and 
on  the  tenth  of  April,  1931,  another  serious 
operation  was  performed  on  the  leg.  It  ap- 
parently was  not  successful,  because  on  March 
20,  1931,  there  was  another  operation  on  the 
same  leg,  because  this  fractured  bone  in  the 
leg  had  not  set  properly.  I  did  not  represent 
and  do  not  now  represent  the  man,  but  it 
is  very  evident  from  the  detailed  hospital 
records  that  he  suffered  torments  from  this 
leg  fracture — which,  I  repeat,  resulted  from 
negligence  of  the  city  because  of  the  condition 
in  which  Albany  street  had  been  left.  He 
brought  suit,  as  you  or  I  would  do  under  sim- 
ilar circumstances,  and  after  a  considerable 
time  recovered  a  verdict  against  the  city  at 
the  hands  of  a  jury  of  $800,  which  I  do  not 
assume  included  the  bill  oi  the  Boston  City 
Hospital,  as  the  least  thing  that  the  city 
could  do  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  where  it  was 
responsible  for  the  injury,  would  be  to  fur- 
nish hospital  care.  But,  as  I  say,  he  ob- 
tained a  verdict  of  $800,  from  which  the  law- 
yer in  the  case  would  naturally  expect  some 
payment  for  services  and  expenses,  and  then 
the  City  of  Boston  Law  Department,  with 
the  numerous  great  minds  they  have  there 
and  with  so  much  time  on  their  hands  as  a 
result  of  our  hiring  outside  help  a  good  deal  of 
the  time  on  important  cases,  went  to  all  the 
trouble  of  bringing  a  bill  of  complaint  in 
equity,  asking  an  order  whereby  the  city 
need  not  pay  the  amount  of  that  verdict ;  the 
reason  being  that  this  man,  who  has  a  wife 
and  three  children,  one  of  them  only  nine 
months  old,  has  been  so  unfortunate  as  to 
require  welfare  aid  and  had  received  since 
December,  1930,  up  to  early  in  this  year,  ac- 
cording to  information  I  have  from  the  Wel- 
fare Department,  something  like  $2,200  or 
$2,300.  Therefore,  they  claimed,  he  owed  the 
city  an  amount  of  money  which  averages, 
you  see,  $300  or  $400  a  year,  and  owes  the 
City  Hospital  bill  of  $196,  for  attending  him 
as    the    result    of    the    injury    he    suffered    be- 


cause of  negligence  of  the  city.  I  don't  know 
whether  it  is  the  attitude  of  the  Law  De- 
partment that  just  because  a  man  happens  to 
be  on  welfare  he  is  to  be  classed  with  mad 
dogs  or  other  undesirables,  or  that  because 
a  man  with  a  wife  and  three  children  is  so  un- 
fortunate that  he  is  obliged,  as  so  many  are, 
in  these  days,  to  get  aid  from  welfare  to 
the  extent  of  $10  or  $11  a  week,  he  thereby 
becomes  an  outlaw  in  the  eyes  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  But  under  such  a  rule  as  the  Law 
Department  is  now  promulgating,  if  some 
welfare  case  in  your  ward,  Mr.  President, 
was  seriously  injured  through  a  fault  of  the 
city,  no  lawyer  in  Boston,  unless  he  were 
charitably  disposed,  would  take  the  particular 
case,  because  if  such  a  man  had  received 
$600  or  $800  in  welfare,  if  the  verdict  be 
obtained  from  the  Suffolk  Superior  or  any 
other  court  was  less  than  the  amount  of 
the  welfare,  the  lawyer  would  not  only  not 
receive  anything  for  his  services,  but  would 
receive  nothing  in  return  for  the  cash  he  had 
paid  out  in  the  case,  and  there  would  be  no 
recovery  whatever  for  the  pain  and  suffering 
that  the  man  had  been  through  as  a  result 
of  city  negligence.  Perhaps  I  may  have  the 
wrong  slant,  because  I  may  not  be  familiar 
with  some  of  the  details  of  this  particular 
case,  but  it  does  seem  like  small  potatoes.  I 
ask,  therefore,  that  the  order  be  sent  to  the 
Executive  Committee  and  that  Mr.  Foley, 
if  he  is  in  his  office,  be  requested  to  come 
down  because  I,  for  one,  am  interested  in 
learning,  after  my  ten  or  twelve  years'  ex- 
perience in  this  body,  whether  a  recipient  of 
welfare  is  classified  by  our  Law  Department 
as    really   an   outlaw. 

The    order     was    referred     to    the    Executive 
Committee. 


SALE  OF  TAX  TITLE  PROPERTIES. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  advise  the  City  Council  promptly 
as  to  the  reason  for  continued  delay  in  send- 
ing through  for  possible  City  Council  ap- 
proval orders  for  the  sale  of  tax  title  prop- 
erties now  held  by  the  city  and  as  to  which 
written    offers    have    been     received. 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  with  reference  to  any 
and  all  tax  titles  which  have  been  entered 
in   the   Land   Court  since   October   7,    1935 : 

1.  The  number  of  such  titles  as  to  which 
the  Law  Department,  acting  in  behalf  of  the 
city,  has  permitted  Land  Court  decrees  to 
be    vacated,    and    giving    in    each    case 

(a)  The   location   of   the   property. 

(b)  The  years  for  which  the  unpaid  taxes 
were    due. 

(c)  The    total    amount    due. 

(d)  The  total  amount  received  by  the  city 
in  consideration  of  its  assent  to  vacating  Land 
Court    decree. 

(e)  The   name   of    the   owner. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  to  some 
extent  and  indirectly,  what  I  have  to  say 
may  be  in  the  nature  of  a  twice-told  tale. 
It  may  be  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  or  Mr. 
Hall,  in  charge  of  our  public  buildings,  is 
waiting  until  you  or  I,  preferably  myself,  is 
no  longer  a  member  of  the  Council.  But  I 
am  now  of  the  definite  belief  that  there  is 
something  behind  the  refusal  or  failure  of 
that  department  and  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of 
Boston  to  make  any  real  attempt  to  move  the 
great  number  of  tax  title  properties  which 
have  been  thrown  back  in  the  lap  of  the  city. 
You  may  think  I  am  waving  a  red  flag,  but 
I  would  quote  at  this  point  from  the  City 
Council  Minutes.  On  March  1,  1937,  I  in- 
troduced an  order  "That  the  City  Collector  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  forthwith  as  to  the 
total  number  of  tax  title  parcels  to  be  re- 
deemed but  not  yet  entered  in  the  Land  Court." 
In  response  to  that  order,  on  March  15,  1937, 
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the  Mayor  transmitted  to  us  a  communication 
from  the  Oilty  Collector.  We  are  familiar 
■with  the  fact  that,  following  the  nonpay- 
ment of  taxes,  'after  a  certain  period  of  time 
the  properties  are  sold  under  the  hammer, 
of  recent  years  the  city  buying  a  large  num- 
ber hack  Itself  and  then,  after  a  certain 
period  of  time,  sending  them  to  the  Law  De- 
partment amd  having  them  put  through  the 
Land  Court,  finally  outlawing  any  chance  of 
redemption..  As.  I  say,  on  March  15,  1937, 
the  Mayor  transmitted  to  us  Mr.  Doherty's 
answer  to  my  order  of  March  1,  which  gave 
to  us  some  (rather  important  information.  Mr. 
Doherty  said  that  on  March  1,  1937,  the  city 
held  9,45'3  tax  titles  that  had  mot  been  re- 
deemed, and  he  added : 

"I  am  informed  by  the  Law  Department 
that  they  have,  of  those,  aip proximately  750 
pieces  that  'have  been  entered  in  the  court 
for   foreclosure." 

My  arithmetic  may  be  a  little  hazy,  but  if 
we  add  to  that  figure  of  9,453  tax  titles  that 
have  not  gone  through  the  Land  Court  995 
pieces  that  have  gone  through  the  Land  Court, 
and  concerning  -which  we  have  had  so  much 
talk  in  the  Committee  on  Tax  Titles  and 
Public  'Land,  it  means  that  at  the  present 
time  there  are  over  10,000  tax  titles  in  the 
City  of  Boston,  and  if  you  take  an  average 
assessed  value  of  $5^000  ealoh — unless  my 
arithmetic  is  worse  'than  usual — we  have  up 
around  $50,000,000  of  dead  property.  I  think 
when  we  bring  in  the  annual  budget  and 
talk  about  the  taxes  'we  have  to  pay  and 
what  the  tax  rate  will  be  this  year,  the  City 
of  Boston  or  those  in  charge  of  these  matters 
are  rather  lame,  when  the  figures  show  that, 
in  the  very  year  when  -we  are  charging  the 
taxpayers  to  the  limit,  in  the  very  year  when 
people  find  it  so  hard  to  pay  their  taxes, 
when  taxes  are  so  much  higher  than  they  are 
in  the  average  town  or  city  in  the  metropolitan 
district,  we  have  something  like  $50,000,000 
of  property  not  paying  any  taxes,  involving 
something  like  10,000  parcels.  Very  briefly, 
I  am  going  into  the  question  of  the  possible 
reason  for  the  slow  action  concerning  this 
large  number  of  parcels.  Out  of  995  pieces 
which  have  gone  through  the  Land  Court,  only 
twenty-one  have  come  through  to  the  City 
Council  Committee  on  Tax  Title  Property. 
Only  twenty-oine  request  have  come  through 
to  us  that  we  should  give  our  approval  to 
the  sale  of  twenty-one  parcels  out  of  some 
10,000  parcels.  I  say  'it  is  because  the  in- 
siders either  are  making  or  are  contemplating 
making  a  racket  of  this  great  mass  of  public 
property.  I  am  just  going  to  take  one  in- 
stance with  which  I  am  somewhat  familiar. 
I  don't  Want  to  clog  the  record,  and  yet  I 
do  want  to  have  this  a  matter  of  .record. 
Even  after  a  parcel  of  property  is  put  through 
the  Land  Court  by  the  Law  Department  and 
a  decree  has  been  entered  outlawing  the 
equity  of  redemption,  the  owner  within  three 
months  can  ask  that  it  be  upset,  and  there 
is  a  period  of  one  year  within  -which  the 
prevailing  party — namely,  the  City  of  Boston1 — 
can  agree  that  the  decree  be  vacated.  Now, 
I  am  going  to  take  the  case  of  three  parcels  of 
vacant  land  on  "Wilmington  avenue,  in  the 
ward  I  represent — lots  77,  92  and  134.  Those 
are  on  Wilmington  avenue,  Dorchester,  in 
the  Ward  17  section  of  Boston.  They  were 
sold  for  1931  taxes  on  December  29,  1932. 
We  got  them  back  in  our  lap  and  held  on  to 
them  until  the  autumn  of  1935,  and  on  Novem- 
ber 9,  1935,  the  Law  Department  filed  a  peti- 
tion in  the  Land  Court  to  foreclose  the  title. 
During  those  four  or  five  years,  of  course, 
the  interest  had  been  running  and  the  taxes 
had  been  running,  and  nobody  paid  any  at- 
tention to  'those  three  pieces  of  vacant  land 
on  this  street  in  Dorchester.  On  November 
29,  1935,  as  shown  by  the  Land  Court  record, 
the  original  receipt  card  signed  by  the  former 
owner  of  those  three  pieces,  one  M.  A.  O'Hearn, 
was  returned  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Land  Court, 
showing  that  She  had  notice  of  those  proceed- 
ings that  had  been  taken  five  long  years  after 
she  had  failed  to  pay  the  taxes.  On  the  26th 
of    January,    1936,   last   year,    a   decree    of   the 


Land  Court  was  finally  entered,  foreclosing 
the  equity  of  redemption  on  these  three  pieces 
of  vacant  land  in  Dorchester,  and  they  were 
among  the  parcels  concerning  which  we  had 
the  Mayor's  message,  and  the  new  city  ordi- 
nance was  passed.  Am  .  offer  was  made  for 
those  three  parcels  of  vacant  land  dm  July, 
1936,  and  the  offer  .made  was  greater  than 
the  total  amount  of  unpaid  taxes  plus  all 
accrued  interest  and  costs.  The  three  offers 
for  those  three  parcels  were  sent  in  by  reg- 
istered mail  and  then,  in  August,  1936,  it 
turned  out  that  they  had  lost  two  of  the 
three  offers.  So  the  man  who  .miade  those 
offers,  to  an  amount  in  excess  of  the  amount 
owed  the  city,  sent  in  the  two  lost  offers 
again,  and  one  of  those  two  was  lost.  Them 
he  sent  in  for  la  third  time  an  offer  on  that 
piece,  and  while  he  was  about  it  he  raised 
the  offer.  That  was  all  during  1936  and, 
finally,  im  September  of  1936,  two  orders  came 
through  to  the  City  Council  advising  us  of 
two  offers  being  miade  on  two  out  of  the 
three  pieces.  Then,  in  October,  1936,  a  peti- 
tion was  filed  in  the  Land  Court  by  this  M.  A. 
O'Hearn  to  the  effect  that  she  did  not  intend 
to  be  outlawed  on  those  three  vacant  pieces, 
but  that  by  mistake  no  answer  had  been 
filed,  although  her  written  receipt  was  in 
the  record,  and  she  asked,  through  her  at- 
torney— of  Whom  I  am  mb  relative  and  with 
Whom  I  am  not  connected  in  any  way — that 
she  be  heard  on  Ithe  question  and  that  the 
decree  be  vacated.  The  Law  Department  them, 
without  asking  the  City  Council  one  way 
or  the  other,  'gave  assent  to  the  vacating  of 
the  Land  Court  decree,  amd  they  filed  a  stipula- 
tion, while  these  matters  were  pending  be- 
fore the  Council,  whereby  the  city,  in  return 
for '  $692 — which  incidentally  was  less  than  the 
amount  this  man  offered  on  three  pieces — would 
vacate  the  Land  Court  decree.  So  this  lady, 
the  petition  by  the  city  being  withdrawn,  had 
the  decree  on  the  three  parcels  of  vacant  land 
vacated,  and  on  November  25,  1936,  one  'week 
later,  she  gave  a  deed  to  the  Flax  Realty 
Company  on  two  of  the  Jots,  and  the  revenue 
stamps  on  that  deed  showed  that  the  Flax 
Realty  Company  paid  her  $2,000  for  the  two 
lots.  Within  five  days  the  Flax  Realty  Com- 
pany filed  an  application  with  the  Building 
Department  for  the  right  to  build  buildings 
om  the  two  lots,  and  the  building  permit  was 
given  on  December  9.  What  does  all  this 
mean  ?  It  means  this,  that  out  of  all  these 
parcels  a  .meager  twenty-one  have  been  sent 
through  to  the  Council  for  possible  sale  to 
possible  purchasers,  to  take  this  great  load 
off  the  city's  back.  I  have  told  you  the 
action  that  'was  taken  on  two  of  those  parcels. 
The  Land  Court  decree  had  been  entered  out- 
lawing the  equity  of  redemption,  and  then, 
because  somebody  in  with  the  administration 
could  go  to  the  Law  Department  in  the  matter, 
the  decree  was  upset  in  "the  Land  Court  and 
the  lady  was  given  back  her  three  parcels  of 
land  that  the  city  had  carried  for  five  years, 
and  was  permitted  to  turn  them  over  to  the 
Flax  Company,  who  were  thus  able  to  make 
a  good  round  sum  om  the  transaction  in  a  few 
days.  That  is  only  one  instance,  but  I  say 
it  throws  a  little  light  on  the  reason  for  the 
action  being  taken  on  all  these  parcels  of 
land,  involving  perhaps  $50,000,000  of  as- 
sessed value,  standing  idle  with  no  real  effort 
being  made  to  dispose  of  them.  I  believe, 
therefore,  that  our  Committee  om  Public  Lands 
and  Tax  Title  Property  should  have  Mr. 
Foley  down  here  and  should  try  to  find  out 
why  the  procedure  of  the  Land  Court  from 
time  imimemorial  has  been  changed  so  far  as 
these  properties  ore  concerned ;  why  such 
action  should  be  allowed  now,  something  that 
has  never  .been  done  before,  after  decrees  are 
entered  in  the  Land  Court.  And  we  should 
have  Mr.  Hall  come  before  us,  as  well  as  the 
Corporation  Counsel,  and  find  out  whether 
the  city  is  sto  prosperous  that  it  does  mot  need 
to  cosh  in  om  these  properties.  I  say  that 
some  outside  work  is  being  dome  here,  that 
iit  .is  a  racket,  amd  that  the  sooner  we  smoke 
it  out  the  'better. 

The  orders   were  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


TRIBUTE  TO  LOST  CHILDREN  IN  TEXAS. 

Oram.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  offered  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
instruct  the  teachers  in  the  various  public 
schools  throughout  the  city  to  have  the  chil- 
dren attending  said  schools  stand  in  silent 
tribute  for  one  minute  on  some  day  during 
the  next  week  in  memory  of  the  450  children 
and  teachers  who  lost  their  lives  in  the  recent 
Texas  school  disaster  ;  also  to  have  the  teachers 
devote  a  few  minutes  to  a  talk  on  safety  to 
the    children. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the   rule. 


INCREASED     PENSIONS     FOR     FIREMEN. 

Coun.  FINLEY  and  BRACKMAN  offered  the 
following : 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  approved  the  enactment  of  legislation 
to  increase  the  pensions  of  firemen  formerly 
retired  from  the  service  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  am  amount  equal  to  one  half  of  the  present 
maximum  pay  of  a  fireman  of  the  same  rank, 
provided  that  same  legislation  includes  a 
referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


PAYMENT    TO    MOTHER     OF     JOHN 
MADDEN. 
Coun.    FINLEY    offered    the    following : 
Resolved,    That    the    Ofty    Council    of    Boston 
favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  authorizing 
the   payment   of    not    more   than    $5,000    to   the 
mother     of     John     Madden,     whose     death     oc- 
curred  on   April   21,    1934,   while   a   prisoner   at 
Station    10    of    the    Police    Department    of    the 
City    of    Boston,    provided    that   said    legislation 
includes   a   referendum   to   the   Mayor   and   City 
Council. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   REDWOOD   STREET. 

Coun.   MoGRATH   offered   the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public 
highway,  Redwood  street,  Ward  16,  under 
the  W.   P.   A.   type  of  construction. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


TRAFFIC    CIRCLE,    OLD    COLONY   BOULE- 
VARD   AND    FREEPORT    STREET. 
Coun.   McGRATH   offered   the   following: 
Ordered,    That   his    Honor    the    Mayor    confer 
with  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission  and 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  of  the  City 
of     Boston     for     the     purpose    of    ascertaining 
whether    a    traffic    circle    can    be    built    at    the 
junction    of    Old    Colony    Boulevard    and    Free- 
port    street,    Dorchester. 

Coun.  McGRATH — Mr.  President,  I  think  it 
will  cost  very  little  to  obtain  this  information. 
There  are  four  or  five  lines  of  traffic  in  that 
particular  section  fed  from  the  South  Shore, 
Mattapan  section,  and  West  Roxbury  and 
Hyde  Park.  In  the  morning  and  evening  the 
present  situation  causes  a  great  deal  of  con- 
gestion. I  think  if  this  were  put  through  as 
a  W.  P.  A.  project  it  would  not  increase  the 
tax  rate,  would  not  add  to  the  burden  of  the 
taxpayers,  and  would  relieve  congesltion  at 
that    point. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


TRAFFIC     SIGN,     COLUMBIA     ROAD     AND 
POND   STREET. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  and  PETER  J.  FITZ- 
GERALD   offered    the   following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Traffic  Department  to  erect  "Slow"  signs  or 
"Stop"  signs  or  to  provide  some  suitable  means 
of  slowing  traffic  at  the  junction  of  Columbia 
road   and   Pond   street   in   Dorchester. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the   rule. 


FOOTPATH    BETWEEN    ORMOND    STREET 
AND  BLUE  HILL  AVENUE. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Street  Laying-Out  De- 
partment be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  construct  a  footpath 
between  Ormond  street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue 
for  the  safety  and  convenience  of  the  children 
attending  the  Solomon  Lewenberg  School. 
Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


PLANS    FOR    "CLEAN-UP    WEEK." 

Coun.    BRACKMAN    offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  call  a  conference  of  the  Health 
Commissioner,  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner, the  Park  Commissioner,  the  Fire  Com- 
missioner and  the  Police  Commissioner  to 
formulate  immediate  plans  for  "Clean-up 
Week." 

Coun.  BRACKMAN— Mr.  President,  this  is 
an  order  similar  to  one  I  have  introduced  at 
other  years  at  this  season,  to  more  or  less 
educate  the  people  of  Boston  to  start  clean- 
ing up  things  in  the  spring.  In  past  years 
it  has  worked  out  very  well  with  the  proper 
publicity  that  lias  been  given  to  it,  and  with 
the  cooperation  of  the  heads  of  departments 
in    carrying    it    out. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the    rule. 


CONFIRMATION    OF    EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

President  FITZGERALD  called  up,  under 
unfinished  business.  No.  1  on  the  calendar, 
viz. : 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  March  22,  1937,  of  John  Lowney, 
John  T.  Shanahan,  John  Davin,  Jr.,  to  be 
Measurers  of  Grain  ;  Howard  W.  Colby,  to 
be  a  Weigher  of  Coal  and  a  Weigher  of  Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Mellen  and  Finley.  Whole  num- 
ber of  ballots  20 ;  yes  15,  no  5,  and  the  ap- 
pointments   were    confirmed. 


INVESTIGATION    OF    SOURCES    OF    COM- 
MUNISTIC   PROPAGANDA. 

President  FITZGERALD  offered  the  follow- 
ing : 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council 
hereby  indorses  the  investigation  of  sources 
of  communistic  propaganda,  Nazism,  Fascism, 
and  the  Youth  Movement  within  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  now  being  considered 
by  the  joint  Rules  Committee  of  the  General 
Court. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the  rule. 


RADIOS    IN     SCHOOL    PROGRAMS. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider 
the  advisability  of  conferring  with  the  Bos- 
ton School  Committee  relative  to  the  more 
widespread  use  of  radio  in  school  programs. 
Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  Boston's 
135,000-odd  public  school  children  should  have 
the    benefit    of     radio     in    education.     A    good 
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English  teacher  should  give  a  radio  lesson  so 
that  other  teachers  and  pupils  might  benefit. 
A  microphone  could  be  placed  right  in  the 
room  of  a  good  history  of  civics  teacher  so 
that  the  whole  school  system  might  listen  in. 
A  proper  radio  receiver  in  each  school  would 
not  cost  much.  Local  radio  stations  would 
cooperate  as  they  do  in  other  cities.  Radio 
can  be  made  an  integral  and  important  part 
of   the   educational    system. 

The   order    was    passed    under    suspension    of 
the    rule. 


APPOINTMENT    OF    SUPERINTENDENT 
OP   NURSES. 

Coun.  DOWO  Offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  Thalt  bis  Honor  the  Mayor  re- 
quest the  trustees  of  the  'Boston  City  Hospital 
that  'when  making  appointment  for  Superin- 
tendent of  Nurses,  same  should  be  mode  from 
a  list  of  those  head  .nurses  employed  at  the 
hospital  who  are  qualified   for  the  position. 

Coun.  DOWD-ittr.  President,  I  don't  believe 
the  'Council  has  ever  attempted,  to  dictate  to 
the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  whom  they 
'.should  select  for  their  head  nurse  or  superin- 
tendent of  nurses.  Rut,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  position  of  superintendent  of  nurses 
has  been,  vacant  now  for  over  a  year 
and  they  have  appointed  as  acting  super- 
intendent or  nurses  a  head  nurse,  who, 
in  accordance  with  the  pay  troll  book, 
has-  been  in  the  department  since  1909  and 
has  been  first  assistant  superintendent  of 
nurses  since  1929.  She  has  been  acbing  super- 
intendent of  nurses  for  the  post  year,  probably 
the  Worst  year  in  the  history  of  our  City 
Hospital,  with  the  possible  exception  of  the 
year  when  we  had  the  "flu"  epidemic.  They 
are  inow  considering  the  permanent  appoint- 
ment of  a  superintendent  of  nurses.  I  am 
one  who  believes  that  that  appointment  should 
come  from  among  those  in  the  Boston  City 
Hospital,  provided  they  are  qualified.  We  have 
there  now  the  acting  superintendent  of  nurses, 
and  a  second  assistant  superintendent  of  nurses 
who  has  been  there  since  1914,  and  a  third 
.assistant  superintendent  of  nurses  who  has 
been  there  since  1922.  The  trustees  cannot 
slay  that  either  one  of  those  is  not  qualified 
or  competent  to  hold  that  position.  I  say  it 
is  not  fair,  it  is  not  right,  to  those  who  have 
given  their  life's  work  to  an  institution  of  the 
type  of  our  City  Hospital,  one  hawing  been 
there  since  1909,  when  the  hospital  hardly 
housed  200  patients,  and  who  has  watched  St 
grow  to  its  present  proportions,  to  overlook 
them  in  a  case  like  this.  This  woman  I  have 
referred  to  is  now  serving  as  acting  super- 
intendent of  .nurses  and  has  evidently  been 
doing  a  good  job,  because  there  never  has 
been  a  time  I  can  remember  when  there  has 
been  more  harmony  between  the  nurses  and  the 
medical  staff  than  at  the  present  tame.  After 
all,  the  backbone  of  such  an  institution  a® 
the  Boston  City  Hospital  is  those  girls  dressed 
in  white,  who  work  twelve  hours  a  day  and 
who  aire  laboring  every  minute  and  second  for 
the  interests  and  the  icomfort  of  their  pa- 
tients. Do  the  trustees  desire  to  break  the 
moirale  of  the  entire  institution?  I  do  not 
believe  they  do.  If  in  the  past  few  years 
there  has  been  a  suggestion  that  a  nurse  be 
placed  in  the  City  Hospital,  going-  from  the 
Carney  Hospital,  St.  Margaret's  or  any  other 
institution,  the  trustees  have  simply  answered 
— and  we  have  to  agree  with  them — "No ; 
only  employees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  are 
considered  as  murses."  We  agree  with  that. 
I  am  not  saying  that  anybody  whom  they 
may  be  considering  from  the  outside  as  not 
competent,  but  I  am  saying  that  we  have 
head  murses  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital  who 
are  just  as  well  qualified  as  those  on  the 
outside  who  'may  be  desirous  of  going  to  the 
Boston  City  Hospital.  I  think  a  Boston  City 
Hospital  giirl  is  qualified  for  that  job,  certainly 
one  who  has  been  appointed  and  who  has 
been  acting  as  superintendent  of  nurses,  when 
she  has  held  that  job  for  a  year,  must  prove 
to  any    thinking   man   that   she   is   qualified   to 


hold  the  position.  iSo  I  say  to  the  trustees 
that  they  had  better  go  slow  in  the  selection 
of  an  outside  superintendent  of  nurses.  Neither 
I  nor  anybody  else  can  tell  what  .might  happen 
if  they  should  do  such  a  thing.  For  that 
reason,  and  knowing  the  temper  of  some  of  the 
other  employees,  I  feel  that  it  would  not  sit 
very  well  on  them  if  any  girl  besides  a  Bos- 
ton City  Hospital  girl,  any  outsider,  were 
appointed  as  superintendent  of  nurses  of  the 
hospital.  We  were  advised  a  year  ago  that 
when  the  appointment  of  superintendent  of 
nurses  was  to  be  made  only  one  who  had  a 
degree  would  be  acceptable  for  the  position. 
But  we  find  out  that  that  is  mot  so.  Two.  hundred 
seventy-five  nurses  are  employed  in  the  Bos- 
ton City  Hospital  and  the  Sanatorium.  I  thimk 
the  trustees  owe  something  to  them,  that  they 
should  isee  to  it  that  they  are  contented  and 
satisfied,  because,  after  all,  the  life,  happiness 
and  health  of  oil  patients  in  our  Boston  City 
Hospital  depends  om  those  girls  who,  to  my 
mind,  have  done  a  splendid  job. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK-^Mr.  President,  I  don't 
happen  to  know  the  persons  involved,  but  I 
believe  the  gentleman  is  right  in  the  principle 
he  has  laid  down.  I  think  we  see  too  often 
in  the  public  service,  City,  State  and  Federal, 
persons  who  have  given  long  years  of  service 
and  who  have  qualified  themselves  for  promo- 
tion but  who,  when  the  opportunity  for  pro- 
motion comes,  ore  laid  aside  in  favor  of  some- 
b'ody  from  outside  the  service.  I  believe  that 
is  bod  for  the  moirale  of  the  service,  and  that 
it  is  unfair  to  people  who  have  given  years 
to  the  service.  In  principle,  the  gentleman 
is  absolutely  right,  and  I  hope  those  nurses  in 
the  'City  Hospital  will  be  given  full  opportunity 
to   qualify  for  this  promotion. 

Coun.  DOHERTY — Mr.  President,  as  a 
former  employee  of  the  City  Hospital  and  as 
one  who  knows  conditions  there,  I  agree 
wholeheartedly  with  the  order  'of  the  gentle- 
main  from  Ward  8  and  also  with  the  remarks 
of  the  councilor  from  Ward  5.  I  believe  the 
nurses  and  officials  of  the  hospital  who  have 
spent  a  lifetime  in  the  service  and  who  have 
seen  that  institution  grow  know  more  of  the 
conditions  that  exist  there  than  somebody 
coming  from  the  outside  could  know.  The 
Boston  City  'Hospital  is  a  credit  to  the  Cito 
of  Boston.  We  have  seen  the  hospital  grow  in 
efficiency  and  in  public  esteem,  and  the  people 
who  have  made  it  grow  are  the  people  who  are 
employed  there.  I  believe  the  order  should  be 
passed  and  that  Boston  City  Hospital  nurses 
should  be  given  the  opportunity,  when  the  time 
comes,  to  serve  as  superintendent  of  nurses. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.22  p.  m.,  on  motion 
of  Coun.  FINLEY,  to  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  re- 
assembled in  the  Council  Chamber  at  5.40 
p.  m.  and  were  called  to  order  by  President 
FITZGERALD. 


REPAIR    OF    DEFECTIVE    SIDEWALKS. 

Coun.    PETER   J.    FITZGERALD   offered   the 

following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  instruct  the  Public 
Works  Commissioner  to  repair  immediately  all 
defective  sidewalks  in  the  City  of  Boston  as 
soon  as  such  defects  are  called  to  the  atten- 
tion  of   the   authorities. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  shall  speak  very  briefly  upon  this  order. 
There  is  one  particular  spot  that  I  have  in 
mind,  where  there  has  been  two  accidents. 
and  if  the  matter  goes  to  court,  negligence 
om  the  part  of  the  city  can  be  easily  shown. 
There  are,  of  course,  many  defective  side- 
walks in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  I  think  only 
quick  action  on  the  pant  of  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner  in  these  matters  will  pre- 
vent   action     in    court    against    the    city.     Cer- 
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tainly,  an  order  of  this  nature  should  be 
passed,  and  action  should  be  taken  immediately 
by  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  to  repair 
all    defective    sidewalks    in    the    city. 

Tlhe     order     was     passed     under     suspension 
of    the    rule. 


STATUS  OF  RECENT  TEMPORARY  EM- 
PLOYEES. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  be  appointed  by  the 
President  to  Wait  upon  the  Mayor  to  ascertain 
the  status  of  those  temporary  employees  who 
have  been  laid  off  recently  and  whose  duties 
were  connected  with  persons  who  had  to  be 
certified    for    employment    on    W.    P.    A. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 

President  FITZGERALD  appointed  as  the 
committee  to  wait  upon  the  Mayor  Coun.  Fin- 
ley,   Selvitella   and   Rosenberg. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive 
Committee,   submitted    the   following : 

1.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today) 
for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to 
appear  at   places   of   public   amusement,   viz. : 

Charles  M.  Rotch,  Boston  Garden,  April  2 
and  3 ;  Josette  P.  Curren,  Egleston  Theatre, 
May  25 ;  Sanda  Biefber,  Dorchester  Manor, 
March  28, — recommending  that  leave  be  granted 
on    usual   conditions. 

Report  accepted ;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that 
Corporation  Counsel  be  requested  to  advise 
Council  relating  to  attitude  of  Law  Depart- 
ment with  reference  to  public  welfare  re- 
cipients who  recover  verdicts  against  city — 
recommending  reference  to  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic   Welfare. 

Report   accepted ;   said    reference   ordered. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  appropriating  $7,593.09  from 
sales  of  city  property  to  be  expended  under 
direction  of  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings for  new  police  stations  and  additions 
to  and  improvement  ai  existing  police  stations 
— that    same   ougiht    to    pass. 

Report  accepted ;  said  order  passed,  yeas 
19,    nays    0. 


SUNDAY      BASEBALL      LICENSES. 

Coun.  WILSON,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
cense    Fees,     submitted     the     following : 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  American  League 
Baseball  Company  (referred  March  15)  for 
license  for  Sunday  sports — that  leave  be 
granted   for  the   term   ending   October   10,    1937. 

Report    accepted ;    leave    granted. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  National  League 
Baseball  Club  (referred  March  22)  for  license 
for  Sunday  sports — that  leave  be  granted  for 
the   term   ending    October   10,    1937. 

Report    accepted ;     leave    granted. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   CLAIMS. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,    submitted    the    following : 

II.  Report  on  petition  of  Ernest  L.  Worster 
(referred  December  15,  1936)  to  be  reimbursed 
for  amount  of  execution  issued  against  him 
on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  motor- 
cycle belonging  to  the  Police  Department — 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  order, 
viz. : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Ernest  L. 
Worster  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of 
execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
aclts  as  operator  of  a  motorcycle  belonging  to 
the  Police  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to   the  Reserve   Fund. 


Report    accepted :    order    passed. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Thomas  J.  Gonaty 
( referred  March  15)  to  be  reimbursed  for 
amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him  on 
account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor 
vehicle  belonging  to  the  Police  Department — 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  order, 
viz. : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
forty-seven  dollars  and  fifteen  cents  ($147.15) 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  Thomas  J.  Conaty  in 
reimbursement  for  amount  of  execution  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator 
of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Police 
Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Reserve    Fund. 

Report    accepted ;    order    passed. 


STATEMENT     BY     COUNCILOR     NORTON. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  offer  an  oral  order  as  the  result  o£ 
listening  to  the  controversy  in  the  executive 
meeting  today,  that  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  look  with  leniency  upon  the  case  involving 
a  man  on  welfare  who  received  a  verdict  of 
$800  against  the  city  because  of  the  treatment 
on  three  occasions  in  the  City  Hospital  of 
a  fracture  of  the  femur  as  the  result  of  an 
accident    resulting    from    a    defective    sidewalk. 

President  FITZGERALD— The  Chair  will 
state  the  motion   should   be  reduced   to   writing. 


TRAFFIC   SURVEY. 

Coun.   KERRIGAN  offered   the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
establish  immediately  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project  a 
traffic  servey  in  the  City  of  Boston,  with  a 
view  to  installing  at  the  dangerous  intersec- 
tions of  our  city  traffic  or  stop  lights,  just  as 
soon  as  may  be  possible,  so  that  the  great  in- 
crease in  summer  traffic  will  not  bring  a 
consequent  increase  in  deaths  and  injuries, 
which  will  surely  come  unless  these  traffic  pre- 
cautions   are    taken    without   delay. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN— Mr.  President,  I  think 
action  such  as  is  proposed  in  this  order  should 
be  taken  immediately,  so  as  to  guard  against 
the  troubles  we  will  otherwise  have  in  the 
summer  with  increased  traffic.  Precautions 
should  be  taken  at  once. 

Coun.  MoGRATH— Mr.  President,  I  think 
this  order  might  well  be  referred  to  committee. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN— Mr.  President,  I  hope 
the  order  will  not  be  sent  to  any  committee, 
because  I  think  it  embodies  a  worthwhile 
project.  Every  councilor  in  the  Body  has 
introduced  orders  calling  upon  the  Mayor  to 
place  traffic  lights  at  dangerous  intersections. 
This  proposes  a  survey  of  the  whole  situation 
all  over  the  City  of  Boston.  If  it  is  sent  to 
committee,  there  wDl  necessarily  be  some  delay, 
so  I  move  suspension  of  the  rule  and  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


TELEPHONE  MACHINES  IN  USE  BY  CITY. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Auditor  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise  the 
City  Council  promptly,  for  each  year  from 
1927  to  1936,  inclusive,  the  total  number  of 
telephone  machines  in  use  in  all  city  depart- 
ments, exclusive  of  the  School  and  County  De- 
partments. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  record  I  am  going  to  ask  also  for 
this  information.  We  have  now  the  amount 
spent  by  various  city  departments,  exclusive 
of  school  and  county,  for  each  of  these  ten 
yeaars,  and  I  believe  there  must  be  available  (in- 
formation which  will  show  us  whether  the 
great  increase  in  telephone  expense  in  the  last 
two   or   three   years    has    been   because   of    in- 
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creased1  use  of  service,  increased  rates,  or  in- 
crease in  the  number  'of  machines.  Also,  for 
the  record,  I  would  lake  to  'have  it  appear,  as 
a  result  of  what  we  were  told  by  the  Budget 
Comimissioner  An  Executive  Committee,  that 
in  1934,  $27,(101  out  of  $105,954  was  for  the 
Police  'Department;  that  in  1925,  $31,291  out 
of  $122,856  was  for  the  iPolice  Department; 
and  that  in  1936,  $34,095  out  of  $131,044  was 
for  the  Police  Department.  I  ask  that  these 
figures  be  incorporated  in  the  record  at  this 
time  so  that  there  may  be  n'o  claim  that  the 
uinexplainable  increase  during  the  past  two 
or  three  years  has  been  due  to  police  tele- 
phones. 

The  order  was   passed   under  suspension   of 
the  rule. 


STATEMENT  BY  COUNCILOR  NORTON. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unan- 
imous consent  to  'make  a  statement.     I  listened 


for  over  an  'hour  in  our  Executive  Committee 
to  the  controversy  in  regard  to  'welfare  and  in 
regard  to  the  action  taken  by  the  city,  through 
the  Law  Department,  in  a  certain  case  where 
a  judgment  against  the  city  by  a  man  on 
welfare  was  involved.  Admitting  that  the 
Law  Department  is  perfectly  right  oin  the  law, 
it  appears  to  (me  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
might  in  this  particular  instance,  without 
creating  a  precedent  for  the  future,  deal 
leniently  in  arriving  at  a  settlement  with  this 
man.  Here  is  a  human  being  who  has  suf- 
fered from  fracture  of  femur,  the  largest  bone 
in  the  human  body.  He  has  apparently  suf- 
fered tortures,  and  I  think  he  is  entitled  to 
some  consideration  in  this  case,  even  if  the 
same  rule  is  not  to  be  applied  to  some  other 
case. 


Adjourned  at  5.56  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
GALLAGHER,  to  meet  on  Monday,  April  5, 
1937,  at  2  p.   m. 


CITY    OF    BOSTON    PRINTING    DEPARTMENT 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,    April   5,    1937. 
Regular    meeting   of   the   City    Council    in    the 
Council  Chamber,  at  2  p.  m.,   President  FITZ- 
GERALD in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Roberts. 


JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  under  the  law,  Coun.  PETER 
J.  FITZGERALD  presiding  at  the  box  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Mayor,  as  follows: 

Eighty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  May  3,  1937: 

Frank  E.  DeMarchi,  Ward  1 ;  Hugh  F.  Donahue, 
Jr.,  Ward  1 ;  Alvin  E.  Edmunds,  Ward  1 ;  Arthur 
Fiorillo,  Ward  1;  Edward  F.  Keenan,  Ward  1; 
Charles  E.  Birdell,  Ward  2;  Edward  D.  Burke", 
Ward  2;  Nicholas  J.  Harty,  Ward  2;  Arthur  J. 
Stearns,  Ward  2;  Patrick  J.  Buckley,  Ward  3; 
Vincent  Sacco,  Ward  3;  John  J.  Harrington, 
Ward  4;  Philip  W.  Regan,  Ward  4;  Edward  Gorey, 
Ward  5;  Clyde  W.  Haskins,  Ward  5;  John  Flynn, 
Ward  6;  Joseph  W.  Lane,  Ward  6;  Peter  F.  Gill, 
Ward  7;  Oliver  S.  Thompson,  Ward  7;  Albert 
E.  KeUeher,  Ward  8;  Edward  J.  Glennon,  Ward  8; 
John  A.  Thornton,  Ward  8;  Frank  A.  Wild, 
Ward  8;  Joseph  E.  Ferreira,  Ward  9;  John  E. 
Crowley,  Ward  10;  Henry  G.  Grabert,  Ward  10; 
Francis  L.  McEachern,  Ward  10;  Frank  L  Reis, 
Ward  10;  Herbert  F.  Conkey,  Ward  11;  John 
McDonough,  Ward  11;  John  F.  Thompson,  Ward 
11;  Wilmoth  A.  Barclay,  Ward  12;  Charles 
Cuneo,  Ward  12;  Frank  Gorman,  Ward  12; 
Benjamin  Seigel,  Ward  12;  Clifford  L.  Cummings, 
Ward  13;  Leo  G.  Fay,  Ward  13;  Philip  F.  Ham- 
ilton, Ward  13;  William  J.  Madden,  Ward  13; 
Elbert  L.  MacAllister,  Ward  13;  Daniel  A. 
McDougall,  Ward  13;  Leland  J.  Nickerson,  Ward 
13;  John  A.  Quinn,  Ward  13;  David  Feldman, 
Ward  14;  Charles  L.  Hannon,  Jr.,  Ward  14; 
Gunder  N.  Jensen,  Ward  14;  William  J.  McBarron, 
Ward   14;    Harry  L.   Shuman,   Ward   14;    Joseph 

E.  Hickey,  Ward  15;  William  C.  O'Connor, 
Ward  15;  James  J.  Corbett,  Jr.,  Ward  16;  Arthur 
T.  Murphy,  Ward  16;  Jeremiah  F.  Walsh,  Ward 
16;  Joseph  H.  Krupp,  Ward  17;  Cornelius  T. 
Murphy,  Ward  17;  Charles  P.  O'Neil,  Ward  17; 
George  J.  Rooney,  Ward  17;  James  J.  Sullivan, 
Ward  17;  George  Carroll,  Ward  18;  Andrew 
Hamilton,  Ward  18;  Cedric  E.  Lewis,  Ward  18; 
Edmund  C.  Spillane,  Ward  18;  Harry  W.  Waite, 
Ward  18;  Joseph  V.  Day,  Ward  19;  William  A. 
Mueller,  Ward  19;  Thomas  W.  Irundy,  Ward  19; 
Lester  J.  Wright,  Ward  19;  Clarence  S.  Hefler, 
Ward  20;  Everett  C.  Sanborn.  Ward  10;  Hjalmar 
Sanden.  Ward  20;  George  E.  Burgess,  Ward  21; 
Martin  Curley,  Ward  21;  Charles  H.  Martin, 
Ward  21;  Carlyle  Prout,  Ward  21;  John  Cantwell, 
Ward  22;  William  F.  Donovan,  Ward  22;  Alexan- 
der C.  Kaplan,  Ward  22;  William  A.  Leary,  Ward 
22;  John  J.  McNulty,  Ward  22;  Alvin  C.  Whita- 
ker,  Ward  22;   George  H.  Woods,  Ward  22. 

Seventy-seven  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  to  appear  May  3,  1937: 

Daniel  H.  Beaudro,  Ward  1;  James  J.  Cook,  Jr., 
Ward  1;  John  F.  Drohan,  Ward  1;  George  Eramo, 
Ward  1;  Michael  J.  Preston,  Ward  1;  William  L. 
Turnei,  Ward  1 ;  John  F.  Wright,  Ward  1 ;  William 

F.  Dillon,  Ward  2;  Thomas  Landers,  Ward  2;. 
William  Purcell,  Ward  2;  Patrick  F.  Conley,  Ward 
3;  Charles  C.  Durant,  Ward  3;  Romeo  R.  Leve- 
rone,  Ward  3;  Joseph  L.  McFague,  Ward  3;  Pat- 
rick W.  McNally,  Ward  4;  Carroll  W.  Morse,  Ward 
4;  Edwin  N.  Richardson,  Ward  4;  Michael  J. 
Welch,  Ward  4;  Clarence  S.  Angell,  Ward  5;  Ed- 
ward L.  Mclntire,  Ward  5;  William  F.  Merrill, 
Ward  5;  John  P.  Hogan,  Ward  6;  William  Ashton, 
Ward  7;  Charles  A.  Routhier,  Ward  7;  Ralph  A. 
Kitson,  Ward  9;  George  G.  Whyte,  Ward  9; 
George  N.  Woodfork,  Ward  9;  Edward  A.  Hughes, 
Ward  10;  John  Kelly,  Ward  10;  Oswald  S.  Lyles, 
Ward  12;    Lenly  J.  Rafuse,  Ward  12;    Edgar  N. 


Smith,  Ward  12;  Frank  L.  Woldman,  Ward  12; 
Curtis  L.  Bartlett,  Ward  13;  Edward  R.  Finnerty, 
Ward  13;  Robert  J.  Gordan,  Jr.,  Ward  13;  Joseph 
P.  Mohan,  Ward  13;  John  J.  Schneider,  Ward  13; 
Charles  S.  Hyman,  Ward  14;  Max  Roseman, 
Ward  14;  Leo  Seidler,  Ward  14;  Murdock  Camp- 
bell, Ward  15;  John  E.  Doherty.Ward  15;  James 
A.  Foley,  Ward  15;  George  A.  Gannon,  Ward  15 ; 
Charles  E.  Johnson,  Ward  15;  Thomas  M.  Love, 
Ward  15;  Harold  J.  Powderly,  Ward  16;  Michael 
J.  Barrett,  Ward  17;  Joseph  L.  Marshall,  Ward  17; 
Edward  J.  Norris,  Ward  17;  George  F.  Stebbins, 
Ward  17;  Ralph  Witten,  Ward  17;  John  J.  Cole- 
man, Ward  18;  John  J.  Horigan,  Ward  18;  Edwin 
J.  Soderlund,  Ward  18;  Albert  Turetsky,  Ward  18; 
Everett  A.  Wood,  Ward  18;  John  B.  Archibald, 
Ward  19;  Thomas  J.  Coffey,  Ward  19;  John  D. 
Gillis,  Ward  19;  Charles  L.  Aptt,  Ward  20;  John  J. 
Foley,  Ward  20;  Archibald  H.  Fraser,  Ward  20; 
Leon  W.  Goodrich,  Ward  20;  Walter  J.  Haley, 
Ward  20;  Raymond  H.  Palmer,  Ward  20;  Joseph 
F.  Wessling.  Ward  20;  Frederick  W.  Harlev, 
Ward  21;  Richard  A.  Martin,  Ward  21;  Justin  P. 
Mulvey,  Ward  21;  John  J.  Bowden,  Ward  22; 
Ralph  E.  Kean,  Ward  22;  John  J.  Kennedy, 
Ward  22;  Walter  C.  Keylor,  Ward  22;  Albert  E. 
Koss,  Ward  22;    Russell  W.  Monto,  Ward  22. 


Coun.  GALLAGHER  in  the  chair. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  BRADBURY  F. 
CUSHING. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  5,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Under  the  provisions  of  section 
26-L,  chapter  121  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended 
by  chapter  449  of  the  Acts  of  1935,  I  hereby  ap- 
point Bradbury  F.  Cushing,  residing  at  the  Hotel 
Statler,  Boston,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  for  the  term  expiring  January 
8,  1941,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of 
Francis  J.  Murray.  I  recommend  your  con- 
currence in  this  appointment  and  the  adoption  of 
orders  in  the  form  herewith  submitted. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  appointment  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  of  Bradbury  F.  Cushing  to  be  a  member 
of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  for  the  term 
ending  January  8,  1941,  be,  and  the  same  hereby 
is,  confirmed  and  approved;    and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  Bradbury  F.  Cushing  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appointed  to  be  a  member  of  the  said 
Boston  Housing  Authority  for  the  term  ending 
January  8,  1941. 

Laid  over  for  one  week  under  the  law. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  JOHN  CARROLL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  5,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Under  the  provisions  of  section 
26-L  of  chapter  121  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
amended  by  chapter  449  of  the  Acts  of  1935,  I 
hereby  appoint  John  Carroll,  present  member  of 
the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  whose  term 
expired  January  8,  1937,  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Boston  Housing  Authority  for  the  term  ending 
January  8,  1942.  I  recommend  your  concurrence 
in  this  appointment  and  the  adoption  of  orders 
in  the  form  herewith  submitted. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  appointment  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  of  John  Carroll  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Boston  Housing  Authority  for  the  term  ending 
January  8,  1942,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  con- 
firmed and  approved;    and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  John  Carroll  be,  and  hereby  is, 
appointed  to  be  a  member  of  the  said  Boston 
Housing  Authority  for  the  term  ending  January  8, 
1942. 

Laid  over  for  one  week  under  the  law. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


VETO  OF   INCREASE  OF  FIREMEN'S 
PENSIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved 
and  without  my  signature  a  resolution  adopted  by 
your  Honorable  Body  on  March  29,  1937,  which 
approves  the  enactment  of  legislation  to  increase 
the  pensions  of  firemen  formerly  retired  from  the 
service  of  the  city  to  the  amount  which  firemen 
retiring  at  the  present  time  receive.  This  legisla- 
tion, if  adopted,  would  affect  166  pensioned  firemen 
who  were  retired  with  noncontributory  pensions 
fixed  at  one  half  of  their  salaries  at  the  time  of  their 
retirement.  These  pensions  range  from  $600  to 
$1,000  a  year  and  the  effect  of  such  legislation 
would  be  to  increase  each  of  these  pensions  to 
$1,050  a  year. 

If  this  proposed  legislation  were  enacted  into  law 
it  would  not  only  benefit  the  retired  firemen  of  the 
city  who  would  come  within  its  provisions  but  it 
would  seem  to  invite  similar  legislation  for  the 
benefit  of  nearly  400  other  pensioned  employees 
who  now  receive  pensions  of  less  than  $600  a  year, 
and  if  the  precedent  is  once  established  for  the 
firemen  there  would  be  no  logical  excuse  for  not 
extending  these  benefits  to  all  other  pensioned 
employees. 

At  this  time,  when  every  effort  is  being  made  to 
reduce  the  tax  burden,  it  seems  perfectly  plain  that 
legislation  of  this  nature  and  the  additional  expense 
to  the  taxpayer  which  would  follow  its  adoption 
ought  not  to  be  favored  by  the  city. 

For  these  reasons  I  am  constrained  to  veto  this 
resolution. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC  LIGHT  VETO,   WEST  END. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved  and 
without  my  signature  an  order  adopted  by  your 
Honorable  Body  on  March  29,  1937,  appropriating 
a  sum  of  $3,000  for  the  installation  of  traffic  signal 
lights  on  Charles  street,  at  Allen  street.  It  is 
perfectly  obvious  that  this  order  must  be  vetoed. 
Under  the  General  Laws,  chapter  44,  as  amended 
by  the  Acts  of  1936,  chapter  224,  no  money  may 
be  borrowed  unless  ten  cents  upon  every  one 
thousand  dollars  of  the  assessed  valuation  of  the 
city  is  raised  by  taxation.  This  means  that,  in 
order  to  obtain  this  loan  of  $3,000  a  sum  of  about 
$162,000  would  be  assessed  against  the  taxpayers 
of  Boston  and  we  would  be  in  the  ridiculous  posi- 
tion of  forcing  the  taxpayers  to  pay  $162,000  in 
order  to  borrow  $3,000. 

I  am  familiar  with  the  traffic  conditions  on 
Charles  street  and  readily  concede  that  it 
would  be  desirable  to  have  traffic  lights  at 
Allen  street,  but  this  is  not  the  proper  way  to 
obtain  them. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRIBUTE  TO  CHILDREN  IN  TEXAS 
DISASTER. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  inclose  herewith  copy  of  a  letter 
which  I  have  this  day  sent  to  the  School  Com- 
mittee in  regard  to  the  order  adopted  by  your 
Honorable  Body  on  March  29,  1937,  suggesting 
that  the  school  children  pay  silent  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  the  children  and  teachers  who  lost 
their  lives  in  the  recent  Texas  school  disaster. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Boston,  April  1,  1937. 
Miss  Ellen  M.  Cronin,  Secretary,  Boston  School 
Committee,   Boston,   Mass. 
Dear  Miss  Cronin, — I  inclose  herewith  an  order 
adopted  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston  on  March 


29,  1937.  providing  in  effect  that  the  school  children 
pay  silent  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  school 
children  and  teachers  who  lost  their  lives  in  the 
recent  Texas  school  disaster  and  also  suggesting 
that  the  teachers  devote  a  few  minutes  in  speaking 
on  the  subject  of  safety. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  this  matter  be  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  committee  for  such  action 
as  the  committee  may  deem  proper. 
Yours   truly, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


ROLLER   SKATING   ON   PLAYGROUNDS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  31,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Depart- 
ment relative  to  your  order  of  March  22,  1937, 
concerning  the  advisability  of  constructing  roller 
skating  facilities  on  the  playgrounds  of  Boston. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  March  29,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of 
March  25,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City 
Council  that  the  Park  Department  be  requested 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  constructing 
roller  skating  facilities  on  the  playgrounds  of 
Boston. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  suggestion  is  a 
very  valuable  one,  as  it  will  tend  to  keep  the 
children  who  are  now  roller  skating  in  the  streets, 
off  same.  A  great  many  playgrounds  are  not 
large  enough  to  permit  of  a  skating  area  and  the 
various  activities  that  are  now  going  on.  The 
smaller  playgrounds  throughout  the  city  are 
mostly  of  concrete  surface  and  are  arranged  for 
roller  skating  at  the  present  time. 

I  will  be  very  pleased  to  have  a  survey  made 
and  an  estimate  prepared  on  the  cost  of  construct- 
ing an  area  for  roller  skating  on  playgrounds 
that  will  permit  the  same.  Naturally,  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  department  to  get  a  special 
appropriation,  in  the  event  we  comply  with  this 
request,  as  the  department  has  no  funds  available 
for  such   purpose. 

Very  respectfully"  yours. 

William  P.   Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


P.    W.    A.     LOAN    FOR    PRACTICAL    ARTS 
SCHOOL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  5.   1937. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — On  October  28,  1935,  your  Honor- 
able Body  gave  its  second  and  final  reading  to  a 
loan  order,  in  the  sum  of  $130,000,  for  the  P.  W.  A. 
project  of  alterations  and  additions  to  the  High 
School  of  Practical  Arts.  Although  the  city 
received  an  offer  from  the  Federal  Government  to 
aid  in  financing  said  project  by  way  of  grant, 
the  city  was  unable  to  accept  said  offer  or  to 
engage  in  said  project  because  of  the  unwillingness 
of  the  Emergency  Finance  Board  of  the  Common- 
wealth in  1935  to  give  its  approval  to  said  project, 
as  well  as  to  four  other  P.  W.  A.  school  projects 
having  an  aggregate  estimated  cost  and  total 
appropriation   of  $9S0,000. 

rlhe  School  Committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
High  School  of  Practical  Arts  project  is  urgently 
needed  and  should  now  be  resubmitted  to  the 
Emergency  Finance  Board  for  its  approval.  Inas- 
much as  the  estimated  cost  of  the  project  is  now 
$156,500,  the  School  Committee  has  requested  a 
transfer  of  $26,500  from  part  of  the  appropriations 
in  the  total  sum  of  S9S0.000  for  said  other  four 
school  projects  hereinbefore  referred  to.  The  City 
Auditor,  however,  has  recommended  that  a  new 
loan  order,  in  the  sum  of  $156,500  for  said  project 
be  submitted  to  your  Honorable  Body,  and  that 
upon  its  approval  the  original  loan  order  for  said 
High  School  of  Practical  Arts  project  thereupon  be 
rescinded. 
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I  accordingly  submit  a  loan  order,  in  the  sum 
of  $156,500,  for  said  project,  together  with  an 
order  approving  said  project  at  said  estimated 
cost.*  Since  early  action  will  be  necessary  if  the 
city  is  to  receive  any  aid  by  way  of  grant  from  the 
Federal  Government,  I  respectfully  recommend 
prompt  consideration  and  passage  by  your  Honor- 
able Body  of  said  accompanying  orders. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
366  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  and  acts  in  amendment 
thereof  or  in  addition  thereto,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  fifty-six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  School  Committee  for  altera- 
tions and  additions  to  the  High  School  of  Practical 
Arts,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
ambunt. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  section  2,  Part  I,  of  chapter  366  of 
the  Acts  of  1933,  and  acts  in  amendment  thereof 
or  in  addition  thereto,  the  City  of  Boston  shall 
engage  in  the  following  Public  Works  project: 
Alterations  and  additions  to  the  High  School  of 
Practical  Arts,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $156,500. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 


SUBWAY   EXTENSION. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  5,  1937. . 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — On  August  7,  1933,-  your  Honor- 
able Body  passed  an  order  accepting  Part  II  of 
chapter  366  of  the  Acts  of  1933  relating  to  the 
construction  in  Boston  of  "a  subway  connecting 
with  or  being  an  extension  of  any  existing  sub- 
way" with  Federal  assistance  "under  the  provision 
of  the  National  Industrial  Recovery  Act." 

On  April  1,  1937,  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
approved  chapter  159  of  the  Acts  of  1937,  by  the 
provisions  of  which  reference  to  the  National 
Jndustrial  Recovery  Act  in  said  Part  II  is  deemed 
to  refer  to  any  and  all  acts  and  joint  resolutions 
of  Congress  enacted  during  1935,  1936,  or  there- 
after, authorizing  grants  or  use  of  Federal  money 
for  public  projects.  Said  chapter  159,  if  accepted 
by  vote  of  your  Honorable  Body  approved  by  me 
and  by  vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Bos- 
ton Elevated  Railway  Company,  will  authorize 
the  city,  as  therein  provided,  to  engage  in  the 
project  of  extending  the  Boylston  Street  Subway 
with  Federal  assistance  whether  by  way  of  P.  W. 
A.  grant  or  W.  P.  A.  allotments. 

I  transmit  copy  of  letter  sent  to  me  by  Col. 
Thomas  F.  Sullivan,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  the  Transit  Department,  point- 
ing out  the  need  of  the  Boylston  Street  Subway 
Extension  and  the  advantage  of  the  allotment  of 
Federal  Funds  therefor.  I  also  transmit  copy  of 
said  chapter  159  of  the  Acts  of  1937  and  form 
of  order  accepting  said  act;  and  I  recommend 
prompt  consideration  and  passage  by  you  of  said 
order. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston,    , 
Transit  Department,  April  3,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — This  department  is  in  receipt  of 
notice  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
that  chapter  159  of  the  Acts  of  the  year  1937, 
entitled  "An  Act  to  enable  the  City  of  Boston 
to  secure  the  Benefits  of  Certain  Acts  and  Joint. 
Resolutions  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
for  carrying  out  a  Certain  Subway  Project  in 
Said  City"  was  approved  by  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  on  Thursday,  April  1,  this  act  being  an 
amendment  of  Part  II,  chapter  366,  of  the  Acts  of 
1933. 

The  need  of  improved  rapid  transit  for  the 
Roxbury  and  Jamaica  Plain  districts  has  long  been 
advocated. 

A  serious  problem  has  been  created  by  the  new 
Worcester  Turnpike.  A  huge  volume  of  motor 
traffic  has  been  thrown  into  Huntington  avenue 


and  Boylston  street,  so  that  traffic  conditions  have 
become  even  worse  than  they  were  on  Governor 
square  before  the  completion  of  the  extension  at 
that  point. 

Under  this  amendment  the  city  is  authorized 
to  take  advantage  of  a  very  substantial  allotment 
of  Federal  Funds  to  provide  this  needed  transit 
improvement.  The  contribution  from  the  city 
will  be  met  by  rental  from  the  Boston  Elevated 
which  will  cover  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  re- 
quirements. Operating  savings  to  the  Elevated 
by  the  use  of  this  extension  will  more  than  meet  the 
subway  rentals. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  approval  of 
your  Honor  and  the  City  Council  be  given  to  this 
legislation. 

Respectfully, 
T.  F.  Sullivan,  Chairman. 

Chapter  159. 
An  Act  to  enable  the  City  of  Boston  to  secure  the 
Benefits  of  Certain  Acts  and  Joint  Resolu- 
tions of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for 
carrying  out  a  Certain  Subway  Project  in 
Said  City. 
Be  it  enacted,  etc. 

Section  1.  Wherever  in  Part  II  of  chapter 
three  hundred  and  sixty-six  of  the  acts  of  nineteen 
hundred  and  thirty-three  reference  is  made  to  the 
National  Industrial  Recovery  Act  or  any  title 
or  part  thereof,  such  reference  shall  be  deemed  and 
held  to  refer  also,  and  in  the  alternative,  to  any 
and  all  acts  and  joint  resolutions  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  enacted  during  nineteen 
hundred  and  thirty-five  or  nineteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six  or  thereafter  authorizing  grants  or  use  of 
federal  money  for  public  projects.  Section  2. 
This  act  shall  take  full  effect  only  upon  its  accept- 
ance both  by  vote  of  the  city  council  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  approved  by  the  mayor,  and  by  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  by  vote  of  its 
board  of  directors,  and  upon  the  filing  of  certifi- 
cates of  such  acceptances  with  the  state  secretary, 
provided  that  such  acceptances,  approval  and 
filing  occur  during  the  current  year. 

[Approved  April  1,  1937. 

Ordered,  That  chapter  159  of  the  Acts  of  1937, 
entitled  "An  Act  to  enable  the  City  of  Boston  to 
secure  the  Benefits  of  Certain  Acts  and  Joint 
Resolutions  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
for  carrying  out  a  Certain  Subway  Project  in 
Said  City"  be,  and  hereby  is,  accepted. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


INFORMATION   FROM   DEPARTMENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  5,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I   transmit   herewith   letters    from 
all  city  departments  furnishing  certain  information 
requested  in  your  order  of  January  4,  1937,  for  use 
in   your  study  of   departmental  reorganization. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 
(Appended  were  the  letters  referred  to.) 
Placed  on  file. 


RELEASE   OF  AMERICAN   SURETY 
COMPANY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  5,   1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  submitting  herewith  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  together 
with  a  letter  from  the  Corporation  Counsel, 
relating  to  a  proposed  release  of  the  American 
Surety  Company  of  New  York,  as  surety  upon  a 
certain  bond  dated  July  10,  1925,  upon  which 
bond  the  Condit  Electrical  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany  is   principal. 

The  letters  with  the  accompanying  order  are 
self-explanatory  and  I  respectfully  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  order  by  your  Honorable 
Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


City  of  Boston, 

Public  Works  Department,  February  6,  1937. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

On  July  10,  1925,  the  Condit  Electrical  Manu- 
facturing Company,  as  principal,  and  the  American 
Surety  Company  of  New  York,  as  surety,  furnished 
a  street  permit  bond  to  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
sum   of  $20,000. 

On  December  31,  1936,  Allis-Chalmers  Manu- 
facturing Company,  as  principal,  and  the  American 
Surety  Company  of  New  York,  as  surety,  fur- 
nished a  similar  bond  which  was  filed  to  replace 
the  first  mentioned  bond,  because  of  the  fact  that 
the  Condit  Electrical  Manufacturing  Company 
had  transferred  all  of  its  assets  and  liabilities  to  the 
Allis-Chalmers  Manufacturing  Company. 

I  have  received  a  request  that  the  American 
Surety  Company  of  New  York  be  released  as 
surety  on  the  bond  dated  July  10,  1925. 

In  conformity  with  an  opinion  of  the  Law 
Department,  dated  November  24,  1936,  a  copy  of 
which  you  have  on  file,  relating  to  a  similar  situa- 
tion, I  have  had  prepared  the  accompanying  order 
which  is  satisfactory  to  the  Law  Department,  and 
I  respectfully  request  that  it  be  submitted  to  the 
City  Council  to  effect  the  relesfte  requested. 
Respectfully, 

E.  M.  Richardson, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Whereas,  On  July  10,  1925,  Condit  Electrical 
Manufacturing  Company,  as  principal,  and  the 
American  Surety  Company  of  New  York,  as 
surety,  furnished  a  bond  to  the  City  of  Boston  for 
$20,000,  the  condition  of  said  bond  being:  "that 
if  said  Condit  Electrical  Manufacturing  Company 
has  received  or  shall  hereafter  receive,  any  permit 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  occupy, 
or  make  an  opening  in,  any  public  way,  and  shall 
faithfully  discharge  and  perform  every  duty  and 
requirement  imposed  by  statute,  ordinance  or 
regulation  upon  persons  occupying,  or  making 
openings  in,  public  ways,  conform  to  all  directions 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relating  to 
the  work  done  under  such  permit,  and  pay  all 
expenses  and  damages  incurred  by  the  city  or 
recovered  from  it  by  reason  of  such  occupation, 
opening  or  work,  the  obligation  shall  become 
of  no  effect;  otherwise  it  shall  continue  in  full 
force";  and 

Whereas,  On  December  31.  1936,  Allis-Chalmers 
Manufacturing  Company,  as  principal,  and  the 
American  Surety  Company  of  New  York,  as 
surety,  furnished  a  bond  to  the  City  of  Boston  for 
$20,000,  the  condition  of  said  bond  being:  "that 
if  the  Condit  Electrical  Manufacturing  Company 
or  the  Allis-Chalmers  Manufacturing  Company 
has  received  or  shall  hereafter  receive,  any  permit 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  occupy 
or  make  an  opening  in,  any  public  way,  and  shall 
faithfully  discharge  and  perform  every  duty  and 
requirement  imposed  by  statute,  ordinance  or 
regulation  upon  persons  occupying,  or  making 
openings  in,  public  ways,  conform  to  all  directions 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relating  to 
the  work  done  under  such  permit,  and  pay  all  ex- 
penses and  damages  incurred  by  the  city  or  re- 
covered from  it  by  reason  of  such  occupation, 
opening  or  work,  the  obligation  shall  become  of  no 
effect;  and  otherwise  it  shall  continue  in  full  force"; 
and 

Whereas,  The  said  Coudit  Electrical  Manufactur- 
ing Company  has  transferred  all  of  its  assets  to 
said  Allis-Chalmers  Manufacturing  Company, 
which  is  carrying  on  the  business  formerly  carried 
on  by  said  Condit  Electrical  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany and  has  assumed  the  obligations  of  said 
Condit  Electrical  Manufacturing  Company;  now, 
therefore, 

Ordered,  That  the  American  Surety  Company  of 
New  York,  as  surety  on  said  first  bond  dated  July 
10,  1925,  be,  and  hereby  is,  released  from  its 
liability  thereon,  as  of  and  from  the  date  of  the 
approval  of  this  order  by  the  Major  of  the  City 
of  Boston. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


LIABILITY  POLICIES  OF  BASEBALL 
LEAGUES. 

Liability  policies  covering  Sunday  Sports  were 
submitted  by^the  Boston  American  League  Base- 
ball Company,andjthe  National  Baseball  League. 

Severally  approved  by  the  Council. 


RESERVE  AND   CONTINGENT   FUND 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  5,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen. — For  about  forty  years  the  annual 
Appropriation  Bill  or  Budget  has  contained  an 
appropriation  for  "Reserve  Fund,"  against  which 
have  been  charged  payments  of  claims,  executions 
of  court,  court  fees,  expert  witnesses,  legal  and 
miscellaneous  expenses.  In  addition  to  these 
charges,  transfers  have  been  authorized  from  the 
fund,  from  time  to  time,  to  provide  for  special 
investigations,  bureaus  and  departmental  expenses 
and  activities  not  foreseen  at  the  time  of  the  prepa- 
ration of  the  budget. 

The  origin  of,  and  authority  for,  this  annual 
recurring  appropriation  is  not  clear.  While  the 
City  Charter  specifically  provides  for  "transfers" 
frorn  the  fund,  no  legislative  or  ordinance  pro- 
vision can  be  found  which  would  appear  to  author- 
ize such  an  appropriation.  Last  year,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  40,  the  Legislature  authorized 
cities,  in  order  "to  provide  for  extraordinary  or 
unforeseen  expenditures."  to  "appropriate  a  sum 
not  exceeding  one  per  cent  of  the  tax  levy  for  the 
preceding  year."  This  appropriation  was  "to  be 
known  as  a  reserve  fund"  and  "no  direct  drafts" 
against  the  fund  were  to  be  made,  but  "transfers 
from  the  fund  may  from  time  to  time  be  voted  by 
the  city  council  upon  recommendation  of  the 
mayor." 

At  the  time  this  legislation  was  adopted  it  was 
not  clear  whether  Boston  was  subject  to  its  pro- 
visions. Recently,  conferences  with  Mr.  Theodore 
Waddell,  Director  of  Accounts,  have  resulted  in 
the  conclusion  that  Boston  should  conform  with 
the  requirements  of  this  act.  This  conclusion 
makes  it  necessary  to  divide  the  Reserve  Fund  as 
used  by  the  city  for  over  four  decades  into  two 
funds,  one  to  be  known  as  the  Reserve  Fund, 
which  will  be  used  exclusively  for  transfers,  and  the 
other  to  be  called  the  Contingent  Fund,  against 
which  direct  drafts  may  be  made  for  executions 
of  court  and  the  other  types  of  expenses  which  in 
past  years  have  been  charged  against  the  Reserve 
Fund. 

In  my  budget  recommendations  for  the  financial 
year  1937,  submitted  to  your  Honorable  Body 
under  date  of  January  30.  1937,  I  recommended  an 
appropriation  of  $400,000  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 
In  view  of  the  recent  developments  previously 
mentioned,  I  now  recommend  that  this  appro- 
priation be  stricken  out  and  that  in  its  place  the 
following  appropriations  be  made: 

Reserve  Fund  (for  transfers) $150,000 

Contingent  Fund  (for  the  payment  of 
claims,  executions  of  court,  court 
fees,  expert  witnesses,  legal  and 
miscellaneous  expenses) 250,000 

$400,000 


This  recommendation  is  based  on  a  study  of 
Reserve  Fund  payments  during  the  past  three 
years,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  attached.  While 
this  study  indicates  that  transfers  during  the  last 
two  years  have  averaged  slightly  under  $100,000, 
nevertheless,  I  feel  that  because  of  the  marked  up- 
ward trend  in  commodity  prices  which  has  been 
evident  in  recent  months  that  $150,000  is  the 
minimum  reserve  which  should  be  made  available 
for  transfers  this  year.  I  am  informed  that  the 
state  budget  now  being  considered  by  the  Legis- 
lature provides  for  a  $1,000,000  reserve  for  in- 
creased commodity  prices.  The  marked  upward 
movement  in  such  prices  in  recent  months  makes  it 
mandatory,  I  believe,  that  provision  be  made  in 
the  1937  budget  for  a  Reserve  Fund  of  sufficient 
size  to  assure  adequate  provision  for  strengthening, 
if  necessary,  departmental  appropriations  for  sup- 
plies and  materials  that  may  be  affected  by  in- 
creased prices.  Failure  to  provide  such  an  ade- 
quate reserve  may  lead  to  serious  difficulties  in 
departmental  administration  before  the  close  of  the 
current  fiscal  year.  I  earnestly  recommend, 
therefore,  that  the  appropriations  for  Reserve  Fund 
and  Contingent  Fund  herein  provided  be  substi- 
tuted for  the  Reserve  Fund  appropriation  originally 
recommended. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 


APRIL    5,    1937. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Salvatore  and  Agrippina  Gesamondo,  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  property  at  Hallowell 
street,  Dorchester,  caused  by  alleged  unauthorized 
occupation  by  city. 

Grace  C.  Griswold,  for  refund  on  dog  license. 

Leonardo  Guaragna,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries due  to  alleged  defect  on  ferryboat. 

Mary  R.  Horan,  for  compensation  for  injuries  due 
to  alleged  defect  on  Stuart  street. 

George  Kahn,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  Public  Works  Department  truck. 

Mrs.  John  P.  Mahoney,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries to  daughter  caused  by  alleged  defect  in  front 
of  54  Everton  street,  Dorchester. 

Frank  H.  Roberts,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
due  to  alleged  defect  at  70  Westminster  street, 
Roxbury. 

Grace  Rose  StolofT,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  Public  Works  Department  team. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Ruth  Taylor,  Jordan  Hall,  May  8. 

Cecil  W.  Fogg  Post,  Hyde  Park  Municipal 
Building,  April  16  and  17. 

Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 
Petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  for  license 
to  operate  motor  vehicles  between  junction  of 
Dartmouth  and  Stuart  streets  and  junction  of 
Beacon  and  Hereford  streets,  over  Dartmouth 
street,  Marlborough  street  and  Hereford  street; 
return  over  Beacon  and  Dartmouth  streets. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  following  appoint- 
ments by  the  Mayor: 

John  C.  L.  Dowling,  Principal  Assessor,  for  term 
ending  March  31,  1940. 

Hilda  H.  Quirk,  member  of  Board  of  Election 
Commissioners,  for  four-year  term  ending  March 
31,  1941,  to  take  the  place  of  Daniel  H.  Rose. 

Frank  J.  O'Toole,  708  Columbus  avenue,  Rox- 
bury, to  be  City  Registrar  in  place  of  Mrs.  Hilda  H. 
Quirk,  resigned. 

Faris  S.  Malouf,  62  Montebello  road.  Jamaica 
Plain,  to  be  member  of  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners, to  fill  unexpired  term  of  Owen  A.  Gallagher, 
resigned. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


DESIGNATION   OF   CHAIRMAN. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  designation  by  the 
Mayor  of  David  B.  Shaw  as  chairman  of  Board  of 
Election  Commissioners  for  year  ending  March  31, 
1938. 

Placed  on  file. 


FINANCE  COMMISSION  REPORT  ON 
DILLAWAY  HOUSE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  April  2,  1937. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  Finance  Commission  desires 
to  place  before  you  the  facts  in  connection  with  the 
expenditure  of  approximately  $25,000  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  the  Dillaway  House  in  Rox- 
bury as  a  historic  shrine.  The  actual  expendi- 
ture of  the  money  appropriated  and  the  methods 
employed  by  the  city's  agents  constitute  an  amaz- 
ing instance  of  loose  and  extravagant  expenditure 
of  city  money.  Not  much  more  than  the  recording 
of  the  facts  can  now  be  done  in  the  matter,  but  the 
record  of  this  experience  may  be  helpful  when 
next  the  city  undertakes  to  "restore"  something  or 
other. 

The  fame  of  the  Dillaway  House,  according  to 
the  wording  of  the  legislative  act  enacted  in  1930, 
rests  principally  on  the  fact  that  it  was  used  by 
Gen.  John  Thomas,  a  Yankee  officer,  as  his  official 
headquarters  during  the  siege  of  Boston.     Accord- 


ing to  Roxbury  legend,  it  was  from  the  hill  on  which 
this  house  is  located  that  John  Eliot  preached  to 
the  Indians.  A  tablet  in  the  building  mentions 
other  generals  as  its  occupants  during  the  siege 
of  Boston  in  1775.  The  old  homestead,  always 
privately  owned  and  often  changing  owners,  was 
allowed  to  fall  into  rack  and  ruin  for  a  half  century 
or  more  preceding  1930.  It  had  long  ceased  to  be 
used  as  a  homestead.  Different  types  of  artisans 
used  it  for  a  workshop,  with  now  and  then  a  part 
of  the  upstairs  being  used  as  a  habitat  for  a  down- 
stairs tenant  who  plied  a  trade.  There  is  no  evi- 
dence now  that  its  historical  significance,  such  as  it 
was,  was  substantially  recognized  in  Roxbury  for 
150  years  after  the  event  which  gave  it  distinction. 

In  1926  the  city  bought  the  lot  on  which  the  Dill- 
away House  stands  and  an  adjoining  parcel  for  a 
site  for  an  intermediate  school  Because  there  was 
some  little  scandal  about  the  price  paid  for  it  and 
because  there  was  dissension  in  the  School  Com- 
mittee over  its  selection,  the  site  received  a  lot  of 
publicity  in  1926  and  1927.  It  was  not,  however, 
until  1930  when  the  city  was  making  plans  to  raze 
the  Dillaway  House  to  make  way  for  the  new  school 
that  much  was  heard  of  the  historical  significance 
of  the  house. 

A  few  Roxbury  antiquarians  then  came  forward 
with  the  suggestion  that  the  building  should  be 
saved.  It  was  at  that  time  in  a  state  of  dilapida- 
tion. Foundations  weie  crumbling,  windows  were 
gone  or  boarded  up,  ceilings  were  falling,  plaster 
was  off  the  walls,  clapboards  were  missing  or 
loosened,  and  in  many  places  the  house  was  open  to 
the  elements.  Being  a  modest  dwelling  built  in 
the  early  1700's,  it  never  had  much  in  the  way  of 
modern  improvements. 

The  School»Committee  gave  little  encourage- 
ment to  the  suggestions  that  the  building  be 
spared.  It  was  too  far  gone  into  decay.  In  addi- 
tion, to  construct  the  new  school  on  the  lot  as 
originally  planned  would  require  the  space  the 
old  house  occupied.  A  few  patriots,  however, 
talked  up  the  idea  of  preserving  the  house,  and  as  a 
result  the  local  historical  society  filed  a  bill  in  the 
1930  Legislature  authorizing  an  expenditure  of 
$25,000  by  the  city  to  restore  and  preserve  it.  It 
was  promised  by  advocates  of  the  bill  that  private 
funds  would  supplement  the  city  appropriation. 
The  Finance  Commission  opposed  adoption  of  the 
bill  and  the  Governor  at  the  time  reluctantly  let 
it  go  through. 

The  bill  authorized  and  contemplated  the  re- 
moval of  the  house  to  another  location  on  the 
parcel  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  school  project, 
and  authorized  the  Mayor  and  School  Committee 
to  decide  between  them  which  would  have  custody. 

The  School  Committee  promptly  waived  its 
opportunity  to  control  it.  They  foresaw  a  main- 
tenance expense  which  they  were  unwilling  to 
assume.  The  Mayor  authorized  the  then  Super- 
intendent of  the  School  Buildings  Department  to 
arrange  for  the  work  of  restoration.  A  contract 
was  let  with  an  architect,  who  happens  to  be  the 
head  of  a  well-known  private  law  enforcement 
agency. 

The  architect's  contract  required  the  prepara- 
tion of  plans  and  the  submission  of  them  to  the 
School  Buildings  Department.  It  gave  no  authori- 
zation to  the  architect  to  direct  the  work  except 
as  the  plans  to  be  submitted  called  for  it.  Pay- 
ment to  the  architect  of  a  10  per  cent  commission 
on  all  expendituies  was  arranged.  The  contract 
with  the  architect  was  dated  May  25,   1932. 

It  is  a  matter  of  uncertainty  now  whether  or 
not  the  city  ever  received  detailed  plans.  The 
Finance  Commission  found  some  sketches  in  the 
School  Buildings  Department  but  no  detailed 
plans.  The  present  Superintendent  of  the  School 
Buildings  Department  says  that  he  has  not  found 
any  others,  nor  has  he  found  anybody  in  his  depart- 
ment who  ever  saw  any  others.  The  building  was 
not  moved  from  its  original  location.  It  would 
have  fallen  apart  had  moving  been  attempted. 
The  new  school  was  planned  finally  so  as  not  to 
necessitate  moving  the  old  building  and  con- 
siderable expense  originally  intended  was  therebj' 
averted.  As  the  two  structures  now  stand, 
this  old  wooden  house  is  only  25  feet  away  from  a 
school  that   will  house  1,300  to  1,400  pupils. 

A  contract  was  let,  in  the  sum  of  $6,062,  on 
July  28,  1932.  for  the  work  of  restoration.  The 
original  bid  of  the  successful  contractor  was  $5,082. 
There  being  no  plans  in  the  department,  there  is  no 
record  of  what  work  this  contract  encompassed. 
The  contractor  has  been  paid,  however,  SS.62S 
under  this  particular  contract.  Twice  as  much 
more  has  been  paid  to  other  "restorers.'' 
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No  one  in  the  School  Buildings  Department, 
which  made  the  contract,  was  assigned  to  supervise 
or  inspect  the  work  as  it  progressed.  Because  it 
was  assumed  to  be  some  one  else's  responsibility, 
School  Buildings  Department  employees  were 
instructed  at  one  time  to  keep  away  from  it. 
The  present  superintendent  states  that  the  first 
he  knew  that  he  had  any  responsibilities  in  this  job 
was  several  months  after  he  took  office  when  bills 
calling  for  payment  of  some  extra  thousand  dollars 
came  to  his  desk.  He  could  not  find  that  they  had 
been  authorized  by  anyone  in  his  department  or 
that  anyone  in  his  department  knew  whether  or 
not  the  work  had  been  done  or  how  it  was  done. 
He  tried  to  communicate  with  the  architect  in 
regard  to  them,  but  could  not  locate  him. 

The  superintendent  declined  to  pay  the  bills. 
He  sent  a  letter  to  the  architect  abrogating  his  con- 
tract. He  received  no  reply  from  the  architect. 
Word  came  from  the  Mayor,  however,  asking  the 
superintendent  to  give  the  architect  another  chance. 
Some  of  the  accumulated  bills  were  paid  from  time 
to  time;  some  others  remained  unpaid  for  two 
years.     Meanwhile,  other   bills  were  presented. 

In  July,  1936,  the  superintendent  tried  once  more 
to  bring  the  architect  to  his  office  to  discuss  the 
situation.  Registered  letters  requesting  him  to 
call  came  back  unopened.  Finally,  the  superin- 
tendent sent  a  registered  letter  revoking  the  archi- 
tect's contract.     This  also  came  back  unopened. 

Some  time  later  the  architect  made  his  appear- 
ance at  the  School  Buildings  Department  and  after 
a  conference  it  was  decided  to  pay  the  bills  as 
rendered  so  as  to  avoid  a  lawsuit  and  possibly 
embarrassing  publicity. 

Thereafter  the  Dillaway  House  project  was  for- 
gotten. No  one  clamored  for  completion  of  resto- 
ration; no  one  sought  authority  for  more  work 
and  so  far  as  the  Department  of  School  Buildings 
was  concerned,  no  more  work  was  done.  When 
the  payments  finally  authorized  had  been  totaled 
up  it  was  found  that  the  price"  of  restoration 
originally  fixed  by  contract  at  $6,062  had  mounted 
to  $23,626.  Not  all  of  this  was  paid  to  the  con- 
tractor who  bid  for  the  job.  Numerous  other 
contractors  and  tradespeople  performed  work  and 
furnished  equipment  and  supplies. 

In  explanation  of  some  bills  the  original  con- 
tractor claims  that  very  often  work  which  he  had 
done  by  instruction  at  considerable  expense  was 
not  satisfactory  to  the  architect  when  completed. 
,  In  such  cases  the  contractor  stated  that  the  archi- 
tect ordered  the  work  done  over  again  according 
to  a  new  idea.  Stock  clapboards  put  on  the 
outside  during  the  "restoration"  process  to  replace 
the  fallen  or  decayed  original  clapboards  were  later 
removed  to  make  way  for  another  kind  that  seemed 
nearer  like  the  original.     The  city  paid  for  both. 

Under  the  terms  of  chapter  291  of  the  Acts 
of  1930  the  work  authorized  was  described  spe- 
cifically as  "to  restore  said  house  as  nearly  as 
may  be  to  its  original  condition."  The  work 
evidently  contemplated  by  the  architect  has  not 
been  completed  yet,  though  five  years  have 
elapsed  since  the  work  began. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  architect  has  ideas  of 
what  the  building  consisted  of  200  years  ago 
that  do  not  coincide  with  local  history.  There 
is  indication  on  the  lot  that  originally  the  occu- 
pants of  the  house  enjoyed  the  luxury  and  facili- 
ties of  a  substantial  out-house  in  the  back  yard. 
As  it  has  been  "restored,"  it  contains  two  ultra- 
modern tile  lavatories  and  one  bathroom  with 
showers.  The  plumbing  alone  cost  more  than 
$1,000.  The  candles  and  kerosene  lamps  used  in 
the  1700's  have  been  "restored"  by  the  substi- 
tution of  an  electric  lighting  system  which  with 
fixtures  cost  approximately  $1,500. 

The  original  fireplaces  remain,  but  they  are  now 
supplemented  for  heating  purposes  by  a  gas- 
heating  system  which  cost  approximately  another 
$1,000.  It  costs  about  $500  per  year  to  supply 
the  gas  heat.  The  woodshed  in  which  the  logs 
were  stored  which  originally  heated  the  house  has 
disappeared. 

More  than  $1,200  has  been  paid  for  new  doors 
and  the  woodwork  around  them.  The  hardware 
that  goes  with  them  cost  approximately  $400 
more. 

The  house  now  has  an  air-conditioning  machine 
which  cost  $865  and  has  rock  wool  insulation 
throughout,  both  very  modern  inventions.  A 
small  gateway  at  the  entrance  to  the  front  walk 
cost  $975.15.  It  supplanted  an  old  wooden  gate 
which  hung  on  rusty  hinges  for  many  years. 
Concrete  piers  have  been  installed  on  the  front 
lawn  and  fixtures  placed  for  giant  flood  lights  to 


illuminate  the  outside  of  the  building  at  night. 
The  Superintendent  of  School  Buildings  has,  how- 
ever, refused  to  approve  purchase  of  the  lights. 
He  states  that  he  cannot  find  that  the  occupantB 
had  such  things  in  1700. 

The  architect  has  been  paid  under  his  contract 
$1,961.66  and  claims  a  few  hundred  dollars  more 
are  due. 

Altogether  $23,626.43  have  been  spent  to  date 
on  "restoration"  since  1932,  and  the  "restoration," 
such  as  has  been  contemplated,  is  not  yet  finished. 
The  city  has  no  record  of  any  privately  raised 
funds  having  been  spent  on  the  building,  though 
some  connected  with  the  project  have  stated 
that  $5,000  was  raised  by  private  subscription  to 
help  out  "the  restoration." 

No  one  in  the  School  Buildings  Department 
knows  whether  the  bills  paid  have  been  fair  to 
the  city  or  not.  There  has  been  one  instance 
where  a  bill  was  rendered  for  merchandise  in  the 
amount  of  $810.  It  was  held  up  by  the  super- 
intendent because  it  was  not  itemized  and  the 
consigning  firm  requested  to  explain  it.  When 
an  itemized  bill  was  received,  the  $810  was  reduced 
to  $418.  A  representative  of  the  consigning  firm 
said  $418  was  the  regular  charge  for  the  mer- 
chandise delivered  and  his  firm  was  satisfied  to 
receive  that  amount.  The  records  do  not  reveal 
who  was  to  receive  this  extra  $400. 

Despite  the  registered  letter  in  July,  1936, 
revoking  the  architect's  contract,  apparently  he 
is  still  on  the  job.  The  letter  of  dismissal  never 
reached  him.  The  School  Buildings  Department 
retains  it  as  an  exhibit. 

There  appears  to  be  a  dispute  now  between  the 
architect  and  the  Superintendent  of  School  Build- 
ings over  the  proper  cost  of  a  tablet  to  mark  the 
house.  The  architect  is  connected  with  a  govern- 
ment survey  which  spends  government  money  and 
is  authorized  to  seek  out  and  mark  historical  sites 
in  Boston.  The  architect  has  submitted  an  esti- 
mate of  $367  for  a  bronze  tablet.  There  is  already 
one  tablet  on  the  house.  The  superintendent  has 
informed  the  architect  that  he  buys  tablets  regu- 
larly for  less  than  $100. 

The  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  in  City 
Hall  Annex  was  informed  late  last  year  that 
maintenance  of  the  Dillaway  House  was  a  problem 
for  him  to  solve.  He  promptly  made  arrange- 
ments to  utilize  it  as  headquarters  for  "a  sewing 
circle"  supported  by  W.  P.  A.  funds.  The  City 
Building  Department,  however,  then  examined 
the  structure  and  decided  it  was  not  safe  for  such 
use.  The  Public  Buildings  Department  Super- 
intendent put  it  on  his  project  list,  and  W.  P.  A. 
laborers  shored  up  the  floors.  The  city  supplied 
the  lumber. 

The  sewing  circle  was  about  to  move_  in  a 
second  time  when  Roxbury  historians  objected 
that  this  use  of  it  was  not  authorized.  The 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  thereupon 
began  to  look  around  for  some  department  to 
which  he  could  transfer  custody.  His  only 
prospect  at  present  is  that  the  Registrar  of  Births 
and  Marriages,  who  is  also  custodian  of  the  old 
city  records,  may  be  convinced  that  in  order  to 
keep  the  records  of  this  building  properly  it 
might  be  necessary  to  acquire  custody  of  the 
building  itself.  Not  one  of  numerous  historical 
societies  has  warmed  up  to  gracious  invitations 
extended  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings to  take  over  the  management  and  mainten- 
ance of  the  property.  The  house  was  never 
listed  by  them  in  their  catalogue  of  historical 
places  until  the  caretaker  paid  now  from  W.  P.  A. 
funds  undertook  to  obtain  recognition  for  it. 

What  is  to  be  done  with  the  building,  now  that 
it  has  been  "restored,"  remains  a  question.  A 
caretaker's  salary  of  at  least  $1,200  per  year  must 
be  found  as  well  as  the  $500  for  heating.  There 
will  be  other  maintenance  expenses.  The  care- 
taker has  no  real  duties,  because  the  house  is  still 
unfurnished  and  is  not  open  to  public  inspection. 
He  added  a  little  "restoration"  on  his  own  account 
last  summer  by  making  a  vegetable  garden  in  the 
back  yard.  It  is  expected  that  someone  will 
come  along  soon  and  ask  the  city  to  give  another 
appropriation  to- provide  furniture  of  the  1700  to 
1800  period.  None  of  the  antiques  which  may 
have  furnished  the  house  once  remain. 

There  is  a  balance  of  about  $1,400  left  in  the 
appropriation.  It  has  been  suggested  by  School 
Buildings  officials  that  this  balance  should  ^  be 
used  to  board  up  the  windows  and  to  buy  a  "no 
trespassing"  sign.  Two  shabby  "no  trespassing" 
sighs  now  decorate  the  front  lawn. 


131 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


Though  it  is  seven  years  since  the  enabling  act 
for  "restoration"  was  adopted  and  work  on  this 
small  eleven-room  house  has  been  underway  for 
five  years,  the  job  is  still  unfinished.  It  may  be 
that  the  reason  is  that  all  the  money  raised  for 
it  has  not  yet  been  spent.  Meanwhile,  some  of 
those  who  sponsored  the  project  before  the 
Legislature  have  passed  on. 

Historians  and  antiquarians  have  not  had  much 
opportunity  yet  to  bask  in  the  rejuvenated 
atmosphere  of  the  ancient  dwelling,  but  workmen 
connected  with  the  new  school  under  construction 
twenty-five  feet  away  have  for  months  enjoyed 
its  luxurious  lavatories  and  the  comfort  of  its 
heated  living  rooms. 

The  commission  annexes  a  classified  list  of  the 
expenditures  on  this  project  to  date. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  Mark  Sullivan,  Chairman, 
Philip  A.  Chapman, 
Robert  Robinson, 
James  E.  Maguire, 
Joseph  A.  Scolponeti, 

The  Finance  Commission. 

Expenditures  from  $25,000  Appropriation  for 
Relocation  and  Restoration  of  Dillawat 
House. 

General  contract S8.628  00 

Excavating 158  60 

Masonry 980  00 

Carpentry 1 ,880  40 

Gateway  at  entrance 975  15 

Woodwork  and  doors 1 ,283  73 

Rock  wool  insulation 320  00 

Plumbing 1,047  42 

Heating 747  00 

Electric 1 ,085  78 

Electric  fixtures 418  00 

Air-conditioning  machine 865  00 

Painting 1,006  83 

Metal  lathing  and  plastering 297  00 

Tile 273  04 

Hardware 406  50 

Caretaker  and  watchman 822  19 

Gas  and  electricity 300  67 

Miscellaneous 169  51 

Architect  fee 1,961  66 

Total  payments  to  date $23,626  48 

Placed  on  file. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  March  29,  1937,  of  Joseph  Shanhan,  to  be 
a  Measurer  of  Grain;  and  Florence  L.  Sanford,  to 
be  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Commit- 
tee, Coun.  Finley  and  Shattuck.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  20;  yes  15,  no  5,  and  the  appointments 
were  confirmed. 


LOAN   FOR   SEWER   WORK,   ETC. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER  callel  up,  under  un- 
finished buniness.  No.  2  on  the  calendar,  viz: 

2.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
section  one  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  of  the  Acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty 
and  section  five  of  chapter  two  hundred  and 
twenty-four  of  the  Acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  ($100,000)  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  for  the  con- 
struction of  sewerage  works,  in  cooperation  with 
the  Federal  Government  in  unemployment  relief 
and  other  projects,  and  that  the  City  Treasurer 
may  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

On  March  22,  1937,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  16,  nays  4. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  16,  nays — Coun,  Shattuck, 
Wilson — 2. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  in  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  month  of 
April,  1937. 

Report  accepted;    said  order  passed. 


TAX   TITLE   LOAN  OF  $1,000,000. 

Coun.  AGNEW,  for  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  and  order  (referred 
March  15)  authorizing  the  City  Treasurer  to 
secure  approval  of  Emergency  Finance  Board  to 
the  issuance  of  notes  of  the  city  in  amount  of 
$1,000,000 — recommending  reference  to  the 
Executive   Committee. 

Report  accepted;    said  reference  ordered. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   CEMETERY 
DIVISION. 

Coun.  AGNEW,  for  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  March  15)  appropriating  $40,000  from 
income  of  Cemetery  Fund,  to  be  expended  under 
direction  of  Park  Commissioners,  for  Cemetery 
Division,  Maintenance  and  Improvement — recom- 
mending reference  to  Executive  Committee. 

Report  accepted;    said  reference  ordered. 


PLACING     AT    WORK    OF     INDBrIDUALS 
RECEIVING   PENSIONS. 

Coun.  DOWD  and  DOHERTY  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  advisability  of  not  placing 
any  individuals  at  work  for  the  city  who  are 
already  receiving  a  pension  from  any  other  source 
that  would  enable  them  to  be  self-supportine. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  the  time  has 
come  when  the  city  and  state  must  take  drastic 
action  in  so  far  as  concerns  the  placing  at  work  of 
individuals  who  are  receiving  pensions  from  other 
sources  that  they  are  enabled  to  live  on.  This 
order  calls  upon  the  Mayor  of  Boston  not  to 
employ  in  the  future  anybody  who  has  a  pension, 
because  God  knows  there  are  enough  people  now 
almost  starving  who  should  be  taken  care  of 
before  those  who  are  not  in  such  need.  I  am 
aiming  this  particular  order  at  the  trustees  of  the 
Boston  City  Hospital.  If  it  were  not  for  the  fact 
that  we  made  such  a  fight  last  Monday  they 
would  have  gone  ahead  and  appointed  the 
individual  who  evidently  has  the  job  in  the  bag 
as  Superintendent  of  Nurses  at  the  Boston  City 
Hospital.  Let  me  say  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to 
the  trustees  and  to  the  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  that  anybody  who  has  a  pension  from 
another  hospital  as  superintendent  of  nurses  has 
evidently  outlived  her  usefulness.  Otherwise,  she 
would  not  be  receiving  a  pension.  I  say  to  the 
trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  that  the 
individual  whom  they  are  thinking  of  making 
superintendent  of  nurses  comes  from  another 
passe  hospital,  one  that  is  not  a  Class  A  hospital 
or  that  would  not  even  be  considered  Class  B, 
a  hospital  with  about  two  hundred  beds  and  about 
sixteen  nurses,  and  that  individual  is  receiving  a 
pension  of  $2,000  a  year.  Has  the  time  come  when 
a  great  institution  like  our  City  Hospital  has  to 
receive  an  outcast  from  another  hospital?  I 
would  not  have  as  much  objection,  Mr.  President, 
if  the  one  whom  they  are  considering  came  from 
the  same  type  of  hospital  as  the  Boston  City 
Hospital,  with  the  same  number  of  beds  and  the 
same  number  of  nurses.  This  individual  has  not 
a  degree  of  any  kind.  The  proposed  appointment 
is,  to  my  mind,  simply  a  political  appointment 
and  will  destroy  the  morale  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  nursing  staff.  I  am  one  of  those  who 
believe  that  where  there  are  people  qualified  in  our 
institutions  they  should  be  given  such  a  position, 
and  I  reiterate  the  statement  I  made  a  week  ago 
on  the  floor  of  the  Council,  that  a  person  who  has 
been  acting  superintendent  of  nurses  for  over  a 
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year,  and  who  has  performed  her  duties  satis- 
factorily, despite  the  fact  that  during  that  year 
more  patients  have  been  entered  than  at  any  other 
period  in  the  history  of  the  institution,  with  the 
exception  of  the  time  of  the  influenza  epidemic 
some  years  ago,  and  everything  has  run  fine  under 
her  direction — and  I  might  add  that  she  and  I  do 
not  get  along  very  well  on  some  matters  pertaining 
to  her  position.  So  I  wonder  how  the  trustees  can 
justify  their  position,  despite  the  fact  that  Miss 
Currier,  who  has  gone  from  the  City  Hospital,  had 
been  there  for  years  and  years  and  was  considered 
one  of  the  finest  superintendents  of  nurses  in  the 
entire  country,  and  was  receiving  only  $2,700  a 
year,  while  this  woman  whom  they  propose  to 
bring  in,  a  rank  outsider,  will  receive  $4,000  a  year, 
and  also  bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  woman 
who  has  been  acting  superintendent  of  nurses  for 
a  year  has  had  a  wonderful  record,  is  not  even  to 
be  considered  for  the  position.  I  am  not  going  to 
raise  any  dispute  about  the  age  of  the  individual 
proposed,  but  we  are  all  practical  enough  to  know 
that  one  pensioned  from  another  institution  must 
be  pretty  old,  and  why  should  she  be  forced  on  an 
institution  like  the  Boston  City  Hospital?  I  say 
it  is  an  abominable  outrage  and  a  shame  for  the 
trustees  to  even  consider  the  individual  who 
apparently  has  the  job  in  the  bag.  I  have  been 
told  that  I  was  making  a  useless  fight.  But  I 
again  warn  the  trustees  of  the  hospital  and  the 
Mayor  of  Boston,  in  all  fairness,  that  where  there 
is  already  an  acting  superintendent  of  nurses 
filling  the  position  with  credit  and  with  efficiency, 
one  who  has  been  in  the  hospital  for  many  years, 
she  should,  at  least,  be  considered  in  making  an 
appointment  of  this  kind.  We  have  a  sufficient 
burden  at  the  present  time  placed  on  the  taxpayers 
of  Boston,  many  of  whom  don't  know  where  their 
own  income  is  coming  from.  We  have  individuals 
here  in  the  gallery  today  some  of  whom  do  not 
know  where  their  next  meal  is  coming  from.  And 
still  we  have  these  outside  individuals  coming  in 
continually  and  receiving  the  money  of  the  tax- 
payers. Boston  today,  whether  we  like  it  or  not, 
is  bankrupt.  $27,000,000  has  been  borrowed  for 
current  expenses  during  the  present  Mayor's 
administration.  That  sort- of  thing  cannot  go  on. 
It  must  stop,  and  here  is  a  place  to  at  least  take 
action  along  the  line  of  efficiency  and  economy. 
For  that  reason  I  have  introduced  this  order, 
directed  particularly  at  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
saying  to  them,  "Do  not,  in  times  like  these, 
appoint  to  important  positions  persons  who  are 
already  receiving  pensions,  particularly  when  you 
have  on  your  own  staff  persons  fully  able  and 
qualified  to  do  the  work." 

Coun.  DOHERTY— Mr.  President,  I  heartily 
agree  with  all  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8 
has  said  here  today  relating  to  superintendent  of 
nurses  at  the  hospital.  The  present  acting 
superintendent  of  nurses  has  been  in  the  employ 
of  the  city  since  1909.  In  1917,  when  the  country 
went  to  war,  this  nurse  resigned  and  became  a  Red 
Cross  nurse.  She  has  been  performing  the  duties 
of  the  position  in  the  best  possible  manner,  and  I 
believe  practical  experience  entitles  her  to  appoint- 
ment to  this  position.  I  hope  the  job  will  be 
given  to  a  graduate  of  the  City  Hospital,  and  that 
the  order  will  pass. 

Coun.  FINLEY— Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
this  particular  order  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  so  that  the  Council  may  there  hear 
and  consider  the  facts  calmly  and  judicially, 
instead  of  acting  in  a  spirit  of  hysteria  on  some- 
thing where  the  other  side  of  the  story  should  at 
least  be  heard.  The  men  referred  to  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8  (Coun.  Dowd),  the 
trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  are  honorable  men, 
and  I  want  to  find  out  what  their  position  is. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  I  object  to  this 
order  going  to  the  Executive  Committee,  for  one 
reason.  Let  us  be  honest  about  it, — sending  it 
to  the  Executive  Committee  simply  means  side- 
tracking it.  I  say  to  the  gentleman  from  West 
Roxbury  (Coun.  Finley)  that  this  is  a  matter  that 
I  have  looked  up  and  that  Councilor  Doherty  has 
looked  up,  and  I  say  that  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of 
saying  anything  on  the  floor  of  this  Council  that 
is  not  the  truth.  I  repeat  that  the  proposed 
appointee  in  this  case  is  pensioned  from  a  hospital 
that  has  but  200  beds,  and  only  a  few  nurses,  that 
it  is  not  a  Class  A  hospital;  that  the  woman  who 
is  now  acting  superintendent  of  nurses  has  per- 
formed that  duty  efficiently  and  satisfactorily  for 
a  year,  and  that  she  certainly  has  a  right  to  be 
recognized  in  the  proposed  appointment.  I  say 
that  the  order  should  be  passed. 


Coun.  DOHERTY— And  I  will  add,  Mr. 
President,  as  one  who  has  had  experience  on  the 
Hospital  Committee  and  who,  I  think,  knows 
something  about  this  matter,  that  what  has  been 
said  here  today  and  last  week,  on  the  floor  of  the 
Council,  is  the  truth. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


INFORMATION   RE   CODMAN   HILL 
CONSTRUCTION   COMPANY. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,    That    the    Finance    Commission    be 

requested  to  investigate  and  report   to  the  City 

Council  on  the  following  matters: 

1.  The  amount  of  moneys  received  by  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company,  through  the 
trustees  of  the  George  Robert  White  Fund, 
together  with  list  of  contracts  or  orders  covering 
such  payments. 

2.  The  amount  of  moneys  received  by  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company,  through 
any  and  all  city  departments,  other  than  the  White 
Fund,  together  with  list  of  contracts  or  orders 
covering  such  payments. 

3.  Notation  on  such  reports  as  to  whether  such 
contracts  or  orders  were  issued  after  competitive 
bidding. 

4.  All  such  information  to  cover  the  years 
1935,  1936  and  1937. 

5.  Any  and  all  information  which  is  available 
concerning  the  character  of  work  performed  by 
the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company,  together 
with  an  engineering  estimate  as  to  the  proper 
prices  which  should  have  been  assessed  on  the  city 
for  such  work. 

6.  Any  and  all  information  tending  to  show 
reasons,  if  any  why  the  Codman  Hill  Construc- 
tion Company  "should  receive  especial  treatment 
in  the  award  of  city  work,  or  work  through  the 
White  Fund,  to  the  exclusion  of  other  reputable 
and  substantial  contracting  firms  in  the  city. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr,  President,  very,  very  seldom 
during  my  eleven  years  in  the  Boston  City  Council 
have  I  introduced  orders  requesting  the  Finance 
Commission  to  inquire  into  anything.  But  I  con- 
sider what  I  am  about  to  refer  to  such  a  disgrace 
and  public  scandal  that  some  organization,  duly 
appointed  by  the  Governor  to  protect  the  interests 
of  the  city  should  at  least  busy  itself  in  protecting 
the  taxpayers  of  Boston  in  matters  of  this  kind. 
Unfortunately,  this  is  a  mayoralty  year,  and  it  is 
pretty  difficult  to  get  anybody  to  move  against 
the  Mayor  of  Boston.  I  have  been  in  public  life 
for  eleven  years,  and  I  believe  I  have  the  respect  of 
the  people  of  my  district.  Let  me  say  at  the  outset 
that  if  the  figures  I  am  about  to  quote  are  not 
correct  I  now  challenge  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  as 
chairman  of  the  White  Fund,  to  meet  me  in  the 
auditor's  office  tomorrow  at  one  o'clock,  and  if  the 
figures  that  the  auditor's  office  have  given  me  are  not 
correct,  I  will  resign  from  public  office;  and  if  the 
figures  are  correct,  I  say  that  the  chairman  of  the 
White  Fund,  who  is  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  and  who 
has  caused  the  greatest  public  scandal  we  have 
ever  had  in  the  history  of  the  city,  should  resign 
from  his  office.  I  will  meet  you,  Mr.  Mayor, 
at  one  o'clock  tomorrow  outside  the  auditor's 
office.  One  of  us  is  telling  the  truth  or  an  untruth 
and  we  want  to  find  out  who  it  is.  God  knows  it  is 
bad  enough  to  steal  money  from  the  taxpayers  of 
Boston,  but  when  they  plunder  from  the  money 
given  to  the  people  of  Boston  by  a  philanthropist 
who  in  the  goodness  of  his  heart  left  five  millions 
to  the  people  of  Boston,  which  he  thought  would  be 
expended  wisely  and  properly,  I  say  it  is  a  terrible 
thing  to  steal  from  the  money  left  for  such  public 
purposes  by  a  dead  man.  None  of  us  certainly  ever 
thought  that  a  Mayor  of  Boston  would  lend  him- 
self to  the  exploitation  in  any  such  manner  of  such 
money  left  in  a  trust  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people  of  our  city.  I  have  here  some  figures  that 
I  have  received  from  the  auditor,  setting  forth  the 
payments  made  to  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  from  the  George  Robert  White  Fund 
income.  The  payments  to  this  company  from 
that  fund  began  in  1935.  These  payments  began 
in  September,  1935,  and  consequently  the  pay- 
ments for  the  year  1935  were  not  so  large.  The 
amount  paid  out  to  this  company  without  com- 
petitive bids  for  the  balance  of  1935  totalled 
84,301.66.  I  want  to  repeat,  and  I  want  to  have 
you  bear  in  mind,  that  every  individual  piece  of 
work  given  to  this  company  in  the  last  seventeen 
months  has  been  without  a  competitive  bid.     Then 
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we  start  with  1936.  In  January  the  payment  was 
$315.62;  in  February,  $1,399.57;  in  March, 
$2,633.72;  in  April,  $3,015.22;  in  May,  $1,755.20; 
in  June,  $5,021.20;  in  July,  $5,102.48;  in  August, 
$1,982;  in  September,  $5,172.18;  in  October, 
$4,075.75;  in  November,  $14,817.53;  in  December, 
$17,205.26,— or  a  total  for  1936  of  $62,495.73, 
and  for  1935  and  1936.  $66,797.39.  In  other  words, 
in  four  months  of  1935  the  amount  paid  to  this, 
company  was  $4,301.96,  and  in  1936,  without  any 
other  concern  being  called  in,  the  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company  got  $62,495.73  from  the 
White  Fund.  But  that  is  not  the  only  thing  for 
us  to  bear  in  mind,  gentlemen.  As  last  year  rolled 
around  they  saw  visions  of  a  clean-up.  Things 
had  happened.  General  Logan,  as  the  manager 
of  the  fund,  was  fired,  and  the  Mayor  saved  his 
salary.  So  things  happened  that  could  not  have 
happened  under  Logan,  because  he  would  not 
have  allowed  it.  But  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings,  the  Mayor's  own  appointee,  was  put  in 
charge  of  the  real  estate  under  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund.  Then  they  decided  to  have  a  clean- 
up, and  in  October,  1936,  they  drew  up  this  con- 
tract with  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company, 
a  contract  on  which  no  bids  from  other  companies 
were  even  invited.  The  Building  Commissioner 
was  the  man  wTio  went  down  and  made  the  esti- 
mate. He  made  a  rotten  estimate,  and  they  came 
back  in  the  latter  part  of  December,  1936,  and 
amended  the  contract.  The  original  contract 
with  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  in 
October  was  for  $30,000,  without  competition, 
and  it  concerned  the  premises  numbered  190-192 
and  194-200  Boylston  street.  That  was  in 
October,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  December  it  was 
decided,  after  the  estimate  of  the  Building 
Commissioner,  upon  which  the  contract  for 
$30,000  for  talcing  care  of  these  premises  was 
decided  to  be  insufficient,  to  amend  that  contract 
and  add  $45,000  to  it,  making  the  complete  sum 
$75,000 — which  amended  contract,  like  the  original 
one,  went  to  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Com- 
pany without  competition,  without  calling  in 
another  contractor,  and  with  the  City  of  Boston 
officials  naming  the  price.  Mr.  Hall,  the  manager 
of  the  real  estate  of  the  fund,  after  the  examination 
by  the  Building  Commissioner,  recommended  this 
to  the  Mayor,  and  it  was  approved  by  the  Mayor 
and  the  other  members  of  the  Board  without  the 
usual  form  of  advertising.  Never  in  the  history  of 
this  city,  Mr.  President,  has  there  been  a  contract 
of  that  kind  entered  into  in  this  manner.  But  they 
are  going  to  tell  us  when  they  explain  it,  that  it  was 
an  emergency.  They  are  not,  however,  telling 
the  truth.  This  was  a  matter  principally  of  water- 
proofing, and  we  all  know  what  waterproofing  is, 
and  contractors  could  have  been  called  in  and 
could  have  submitted  bids  in  three  days.  But, 
no, —  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  had 
to  get  this  $75,000  on  that  job,  along  with  all  the 
other  work  and  the  other  amounts  that  they  ob- 
tained at  the  expense  of  this  fund  which  had  been 
left  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens  of  Boston.  It 
means  that  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Com- 
pany will  have  received  from  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  alone — and  I  will  be  conservative  and 
very  fair — at  least  $120,000  in  the  course  of  twelve 
months,  with  the  amount  of  money  to  be  paid 
them  on  this  contract.  In  addition  to  that,  Mr. 
President,  they  were  not  content  with  not  inviting 
any  other  contractor  in  on  this  particular  piece  of 
work,  but  the  other  amounts  that  the  Codman 
Hill  Construction  Company  got  from  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund  income  in  1936.  Without 
competitive  bidding,  amounted  to  over  $62,000. 
There  were,  in  addition,  the  amounts  paid  to  this 
company  in  1935  and  that  are  being  paid  this  year. 
In  other  words,  Mr.  President,  the  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company,  has,  through  the  payment 
of  these  other  amounts,  obtained  $200,000  from  the 
George  Robert  White  Fund.  You  taxpayers  of 
Boston,  men  and  women,  are  all  practical,  and 
you  know  as  well  as  I  do  that  if  there  had  been  an 
honest  effort  made  by  Mayor  Mansfield,  S200.000 
would  not  have  been  given  to  any  individual  con- 
tractor without  even  a  chance  for  competitive 
bidding.  As  the  one  in  charge  of  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund,  the  Mayor  of  Boston  should, 
as  a  lawyer,  have  a  lot  of  respect  for  trust  funds  and 
wills.  You  know,  Mr.  Mayor,  and  the  people  of 
Boston  know,  the  respect  that  is  to  be  accorded 
to  a  will  and  to  a  trust  fund.  I  charge  now  that  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  has  been 
given  an  excess  profit  of  at  least  $80,000,  $60,000 
of  which  was  stolen  from  the  will  of  a  dead  man, 
the  most  contemptible  thing -that  any  individual 


could  ever  do.  I  charge  a  deliberate  misuse  of 
the  White  Fund,  the  deliberate  ignoring  of  the 
terms  of  that  man's  will.  Let  me  quote  to  you 
from  Article  14  of  the  will  of  the  late  George 
Robert  White: 

"In  order  to  diminish  the  chance  of  hasty  or 
unconsidered  action  in  the  expenditure  of  income, 
I  believe  that  no  substantial  expenditure  should 
be  made  for  any  purpose  until  it  shall  have  been 
under  consideration  by  the  trustees  for  at  least 
three  months." 

There  is  his  will,  Mr.  President.  Why  don't 
you  read  it,  Mr.  Mayor,  and  explain  to  the  people 
of  Boston  why  you  have  deliberately  broken  the 
solemn  will  of  George  Robert  White?  If  I  were 
District  Attorney,  Mr.  Mayor,  I  would  have  you 
before  the  Grand  Jury  to  explain  your  actions. 
There  can  be  no  explanation  whatsoever,  Mr. 
President.  Mr.  Wadsworth  and  Mr.  Warren  are 
both  honorable  gentlemen,  but  doesn't  it  seem 
unusual  that  this  $75,000  contract  was  made  and 
signed  while  Mr.  Wadsworth  was  in  Europe?  Of 
course,  when  the  amendment  came  before  them, 
after  $30,000  had  been  expended,  I  believe  Mr. 
Wadsworth  felt  that  there  was  nothing  else  to  do 
but  sign  it.  I  have  been  advised — it  is  only  rumor 
— that  the  City  Auditor,  after  I  made  inquiries 
at  the  auditor's  office  about  the  figures,  got  a 
little  disturbed  and  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
White  Fund  brought  his  figures  up  and  said  to 
them,  "Gentlemen,  I  think  you  ought  to  know 
what  is  going  on."  But  the  Mayor  of  Boston  sat 
there  and  didn't  say  a  word,  because  he  knew 
what  was  going  on.  I  then  understand  that  a 
very  eminent  gentleman  sent  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Wadsworth  asking  him  to  explain  this  scandal,  and 
Mr.  Wadsworth  saw  fit  to  request  that  a 
special  meeting  of  the  White  Fund  be  called,  and  a 
special  meeting  was  called  for  last  Friday.  They 
say  that  any  citizen,  according  to  the  will,  within 
a  reasonable  time  can  have  access  to  the  records. 
I  would  like  to  see  the  minutes  of  the  meeting. 
I  wonder  why  the  trustees  said  that  in  the  future 
anything  over  a  certain  amount  must  be  given  by 
competitive  bidding?  Oh,  it  is  too  bad,  Mr.  Mayor, 
that  gentlemen  like  Mr.  Warren  and  like  Mr. 
Wadsworth  at  last  begin  to  lose  faith  in  you. 
You  don't  mind  what  the  City  Council  may  say 
to  you,  but  you  are  cut  very  deeply  to  suffer  in 
the  opinion  of  these  gentlemen,  through  the 
actions  of  your  Public  Buildings  Commissioner, 
who  is  so  generous  in  giving  out  this  work.  Let 
me  say  in  closing,  Mr.  President,  that  there  never 
has  been  a  time  in  the  history  of  the  City  of  Boston 
when  we  have  confronted  such  a  situation  as  this. 
The  White  Fund  income  is  S250.000  a  year,  and 
out  of  that  income  for  a  one-year  period  the  Cod- 
man Hill  Construction  Company  has  received  the 
lion's  share  of  the  income.  When  is  this  going  to 
stop?  Is  it  going  to  continue?  All  we  can  do  is 
call  it  to  the  attention  of  the  proper  authorities. 
There  is  Mr.  White's  will,  from  which  I  have  just 
read  the  clause  stating  that  no  substantial  expendi- 
tures should  be  made  for  any  purpose  until  it  shall 
have  been  under  consideration  by  the  trustees  for 
at  least  three  months.  And  I  have  here  stated  to 
you  the  amounts  that  have  been  given  without 
any  such  consideration  and  without  competitive 
bidding  to  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Com- 
pany, from  the  George  Robert  White  Fund.  Oh, 
I  am  not  going  to  say  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
is  not  honest,  but  let  me  say  to  you,  as  everyone 
in  Boston  knows,  that  he  or  no  other  individual 
is  giving  $200,000  worth  of  business  to  any  in- 
dividual or  concern  unless  somebody  is  getting 
some  of  it  back.  They  cannot  say  that  this  is 
the  only  concern  that  is  efficient,  that  it  is  the 
only  concern  that  can  do  contracting  work.  The 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company,  I  may  say 
in  this  connection,  has  been  formed  since  Fred 
Mansfield  went  into  office;  so  it  is  only  one  of  his 
own  concerns  that  has  been  formed  to  do  business 
with  the  city.  I  say  to  you  that  he  ought  to  be 
ashamed  of  himself,  that  it  is  bad  enough  to  steal 
and  give  split  contracts  from  the  taxpayers 
money,  but  when  they  go  into  the  fund  left  under 
the  will  of  George  Robert  White,  let  us  be  fair 
to  the  other  mayors  and  say — and  I  have  at  times 
criticized  them — that  Mayor  Mansfield  is  the  only 
Mayor  who  has  ever  attempted  to  take  a  five- 
cent  piece  in  this  way  from  the  fund  left  by  the 
will  of  George  Robert  White.  Is  there  any 
individual  here  who  dares  to  take  the  floor  and 
defend  the  action  of  the  Mayor  of  Boston?  I  am 
not  blaming  anybody  else,  because  the  Mayor  is 
in  control  in  this  matter.  We  all  know  that. 
Let  me  then  reiterate  my  statement  and  add  to 
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the  figures  I  have  read  for  1935  and  1936.  In 
addition  to  those  figures,  on  January  31,  1937, 
there  was  paid  to  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  without  competition,  from  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund  income,  $14,429.14;  on 
March  31,  1937,  $21,139.22;  and  for  March  31, 
1937,  there  is  a  bill  down  in  the  auditor's  office, 
which  to  date  has  not  been  paid,  for  $22,054.16. 
I  say  to  the  Finance  Committee  that  if  their 
chairman  will  send  three  reputable  men,  in  the 
habit  of  dealing  with  this  kind  of  work,  to  the 
buildings  where  this  contract  for  $75,000  was 
given,  I  am  convinced  that,  if  they  are  fair  and 
impartial,  if  they  cannot  be  bought  off,  they  will 
find  that  of  this  $75,000  under  the  contract,  at 
least  $40,000  was  stolen.  I  now  challenge  you, 
Mr.  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  meet  me  at  the  auditor's 
office  tomorrow  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
and  to  go  over  these  figures  with  me.  These 
figures  I  have  quoted  come  from  the  auditor's 
office.  I  have  never  quoted  a  figure  on  the  floor 
of  the  Council  that  has  not  been  taken  from  the 
books  of  the  auditor's  office.  If  these  figures  are 
incorrect,  I  shall  resign  from  public  office,  and  if 
in  turn  I  am  correct,  I  shall  ask  you  to  resign. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  hesitate  to  get  into  this  debate,  but,  being 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  White  Fund,  I  am  some- 
what concerned.  I  don't  think  anybody  in 
Boston  believes  that  the  Mayor  would  be  a  party 
to  any  dishonest  act,  especially  where  it  con- 
cerned the  White  Fund.  Some  of  the  things 
that  Councilor  Dowd  has  stated  there  is  some 
truth  in,  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  when 
this  man  died  and  left  this  large  amount  of  money 
to  the  City  of  Boston  it  consisted  largely  of  very 
valuable  property  that  he  owned  in  the  heart  of 
the  city,  and  it  must  also  be  borne  in  mind,  inci- 
dentally, that  from  the  time  when  the  trustees 
came  into  existence  up  to  the  present  there 'have 
had  to  be  a  lot  of  things  done  to  these  properties. 
That  has  been  so  from  the  beginning  to  the  present 
time.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  things  have 
broken  down  and  have  had  to  be  attended  to. 
In  the  past,  also,  there  have  been  land-takings  in 
which  other  Mayors  have  been  concerned.  What 
has  been  the  true  story?  Former  Mayors  have 
allowed  these  buildings  to  deteriorate.  They 
are  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  no  money  has  been 
spent  for  repairs,  and  the  properties  have  been 
allowed  to  go  down,  and  the  income  from  the 
fund  has  in  the  meantime  been  used  for  the  erec- 
tion of  these  White  Fund  health  units.  Now, 
with  regard  to  these  properties  that  have  been 
referred  to  here  particularly,  at  190-192  and  194- 
200  Boylston  street.  It  is  not  simply  one  building 
that  is  concerned,  and  those  are  buildings  from 
which  large  rentals  have  been  obtained.  There 
has  been  trouble  for  the  last  two  years  from  ground 
water,  tide  water  and  sewerage  water  pouring 
into  the  basements,  and  the  tenants  have  been 
continually  objecting  and  asking  that  something 
be  done.  It  has  been  represented  to  the  trustees 
by  those  having  supervision  and  charge  of  the 
property  that  the  foundations  were  giving  way, 
that  the  water  was  coming  in  and  doing  all  sorts 
of  damage  to  the  foundations,  which  were  being 
undermined,  that  there  was  also  trouble  from 
sewerage,  with  the  result  that  the  buildings,  if 
something  radical  was  not  done,  were  going  to 
pieces.  One  of  the  trustees  stated  that  it  had  cost 
him  $10,000  to  fix  up  the  underpinning  of  his 
home.  It  was  represented  to  us  that  it  had  be- 
come an  emergency  job.  Now,  I  am  holding  no 
brief  for  the  individual  responsibility  of  the  trus- 
tees in  this  matter.  We  have  been  relying,  of 
course,  on  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
of  this  city  and  upon  the  head  of  the  Building 
Department.  They  know  more  about  these 
things  technically  than  we  do.  We  know,  of 
course,  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  has  considerable 
to  say  as  to  how  these  contracts  shall  be  given. 
Mr.  Wadsworth  and  Bentley  Warren  are  members 
of  the  board.  We  took  the  word  of  Mr.  Hall  and 
of  Mr.  Roemer  that  an  emergency  existed,  that 
the  job  had  to  be  done  at  once  to  save  the  tenants 
there  from  leaving,  as  the  existing  condition  of 
affairs  was  a  very  serious  threat  to  their  business. 
The  only  way  to  get  income  from  those  buildings 
is  through  rental.  The  question  was  raised 
whether  it  was  better  to  tear  the  buildings  down, 
if  they  could  not  be  put  in  proper  condition, 
and  it  seemed  that,  unless  something  was  done, 
they  might  have  to  be  torn  down.  So  there  was 
the  proposition — whether  the  buildings  should 
be  put  in  proper  condition  and  the  tenant  re- 
tained, or  whether  they  should  be  torn  down  or 


sold.  So  far  as  selling  is  concerned,  everybody 
knows  that  there  is  no  market  now  for  property, 
and  we  also  felt  that  it  was  a  serious  thing  to 
level  the  buildings  down,  simply  leaving  the 
vacant  land  right  here  on  Boylston  street,  and 
adding  to  the  vacant  land  that  is  continually 
increasing  all  over  the  city.  Now,  I  know  nothing 
about  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company, 
but  I  will  say  to  Councilor  Dowd  and  to  other 
members  of  the  body  that  if  these  people  have 
looted  the  White  Fund  or  done  anything  wrong 
in  regard  to  it,  they  will  pay  the  penalty.  We  can 
recover,  under  the  trust  laws,  every  dollar  that 
they  have  dishonestly  taken  from  the  fund.  It  is 
the  Mayor's  sworn  duty  to  notify  the  City  Council, 
through  the  trustees,  if  there  is  anything  wrong, 
if  bills  come  in  that  are  not  right.  I  well  remember 
when  P.  A.  Collins,  as  Mayor  of  Boston,  served 
notice  in  a  similar  case  that  those  guilty  would  be 
held  criminally  liable.  These  trustees,  of  course, 
have  to  rely  upon  somebody,  and  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  auditor,  when  bills  come  in  that  do  not 
appear  to  be  right,  to  call  attention  to  the  fact 
and  not  wait  until  it  is  too  late.  I  don't  know 
whether  it  was  in  consequence  of  what  had  been 
said  by  Councilor  Dowd  or  not,  but  the  matter 
was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  trustees,  and 
therefore  we  voted  that  no  more  bills  were  to  be 
allowed  for  the  time  being,  and  that  expense  over 
$2,000  should  not  be  incurred  without  the  approval 
of  the  trustees. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  information.  Do  I  understand  that 
you,  as  a  trustee  of  the  White  Fund,  did  not  know 
that  this  $200,000-odd  was  being  expended  without 
competitive   bids? 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— I  don't  admit 
anv  such  thing.     There  is  no  $200,000  involved. 

Coun.  NORTON— Well,  is  it  true  that  this 
amount  was  awarded  to  the  Codman  Hill  Con- 
struction Company  without  competitive  bids, 
that  it  was  awarded  without  competition? 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— There  was 
no  $200,000  awarded. 

Coun.  DOWD— What  is  that?  According  to 
the  information  I  have  here,  obtained  from  the 
auditor's  office,  in  1935,  $4,301.66  was  paid  this 
company,  in  1936,  $62,495.73,  in  January,  1937, 
$14,429.14,  and  on  March  31  of  this  year, 
$21,139.22;  and  we  have  already  gone  into  this 
$75,000  contract.  Then  there  was  the.  bill  on 
March  31,  of  this  year,  amounting  to  $22,054.16, 
which  I  understand  that  the  trustees  are  now 
suspicious  of  and  are  holding  up. 

Coun.  NORTON — Now,  I  will  repeat  my 
question.  Do  I  understand  from  the  President  of 
the  Council,  an  ex  officio  member  of  the  White 
Fund  Trustees,  that  the  members  of  the  White 
Fund  Tr.ustees  approved  these  contracts  given  to 
the  Codman  Buildings  Construction  Company 
without  competitive  bidding? 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— They  ap- 
proved one  contract  of  $30,000,  in  connection  with 
this  Boylston  street  property,  without  com- 
petitive bidding,  because  they  found  that  there 
was  an  emergency,  after  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  and  the  Public  Buildings  Com- 
missioner went  there  and  looked  at  it. 

Coun.  DOWD— Well,  you  must  correct  your 
figures  there.  The  original  contract  may  have 
been  for  $30,000,  but  in  December  of  last  year 
wasn't  that  raised  to  $75,000?  Will  you  please 
answer  that  question? 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  will  state  that  a  meeting  of  the  trustees  was 
called  on  December  31,  1936,  to  take  action  on  the 
request  of  Mr.  Hall.  He  explained  that  Mr. 
Roemer  had  been  requested  to  make  a  thorough 
inspection  of  the  premises  in  question.  Mr. 
Roemer  agreed  that  the  premises  were  in  dangerous 
condition,  and  reported  the  same  to  Mr.  Hall,  and 
Mr.  Hall  reported  to  the  Mayor,  and  as  a  result 
there  was  an  amendment  proposed  to  the  contract 
of  October  3,  1936,  under  which  the  trustees  author- 
ized the  work  to  be  done  at  the  premises  190-192 
and  194-200  Boylston  street,  Boston. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  again  press  my 
original  question.  I  ask  if  the  amendment  to 
the  original  contract  with  the  Codman  Hill  Con- 
struction Company,  the  original  $30,000,  did  not 
bring  the  amount  up  to  S75.000? 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— I  don't  know 
whether  that  is  so  or  not.  I  would  have  to  look 
at  the  records  and  find  out  if  that  is  so  or  not.  It 
has  been  the  custom  of  the  trustees  to  have  these 
matters  brought  to  their  attention  more  in  detail 
when  the  annual  reports  have  been  brought  out. 
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Of  course,  a  condition  like  this  has  never  existed 
before,  while  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees.  I  hold  no  brief  for  these  people. 
As  I  have  stated,  the  matter  is  now  debated  and 
threshed  out  by  the  trustees,  and  if  these  people 
have  looted  the  fund,  have  done  anything  that  is 
not  right,  they  will  certainly  have  to  render  an 
account.  The  Finance  Commission  has  up  to  date 
done  nothing  about  the  matter.  They  did  not 
seem  to  find  any  fault.  It  was  advertised  in  the 
City  Record.  Naturally,  it  was  a  majority  vote 
of  the  trustees  that  put  this  through,  and,  certainly, 
Mr.  Wadswoth  and  Mr.  Warren  would  not  vote 
favorably  unless  it  was  pretty  well  settled  in  their 
minds  that  there  was  nothing  illegal  or  incorrect 
about  it.  We  relied  upon  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
whom  everybody  feels  is  an  honest  man  and  who 
wouldn't  do  anything  that  would  not  be  just  right, 
and  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  and  the 
Building  Commissioner.  There  has  been  a  ques- 
tion whether  or  not  there  should  be  a  manager. 
But  the  manager  has  been  done  away  with,  under  a 
ruling  of  the  Corporation  Counsel.  That  matter 
is  to  be  threshed  out  in  the  courts,  whether  or  not 
we  should  hire  a  manager  at  $20,000  a  year.  When 
General  Logan's  term  expired  he  was  not  re- 
appointed. Naturally,  every  Mayor  has  appointed 
some  friend.  That  is  to  be  expected.  We  would 
all  do  the  same  thing,  and  General  Logan  was 
appointed  by  Mayor  Curley  on  the  death  of  Phelan. 
Then  the  question  arose  as  to  General  Logan[s 
successor,  and  it  was  finally  determined  that  it 
should  be  some  department  head,  and,  finally, 
as  some  small  repairs  and  so  forth  had  to  be  at- 
tended to,  Mr.  Hall  was  brought  in  there.  He  has 
received  no  salary  for  it,  except  what  he  receives 
as  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  and  we 
have  to  rely  on  him.  Of  course,  he  has  to  make 
reports,  and  he  has  had  reports  from  the  Building 
Commissioner.  We  had  this  meeting  called  by 
the  Mayor  on  December  31  last,  at  a  time  when 
Mr.  Wadsworth  was  in  Europe. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  what  does  the 
gentleman  mean  by  "small  repairs"?  $5,000  a 
month? 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— Well,  I  will 
get  to  that.  It  was  understood  that  what  was 
done  was  simply  what  had  to  be  done  in  old,  di- 
lapidated buildings,  where  you  wanted  to  keep 
your  tenant.  Those  buildings,  of  course,  are  not 
as  up  to  date  as  buildings  that  have  been  built  in 
recent  years,  and  something  has  to  be  done  all 
the  time.  But,  of  course,  when  the  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company  came  into  the  picture  it 
was  on  account  of  the  emergency  conditions  that 
existed  there.  I  don't  know  anything  more  about 
the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  than  Mr. 
Wadsworth  or  Mr.  Warren  do.  I  reiterate  now 
that  we  relied  on  the  judgment  of  the  Mayor 
and  his  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  on  his 
City  Auditor  and  on  his  Building  Commissioner, 
and  if  anything  was  wrong  the  responsibility  should 
be  placed  in  the  right  place.  And  Mr.  Fox  could 
have  stopped  these  payments.  He  knew  about 
the  thing,  all  right,  and  if  there  was  anything 
wrong  it  was  his  duty  to  bring  it  forward.  But  I 
repeat  that  this  is  the  same  as  any  trust  fund. 
There  was  an  emergency,  and  if  anything  had  been 
wrong  it  is  a  matter  for  the  District  Attorney  to 
look  into,  and  I  assure  you  now  that  if  there  has 
been  anything  wrong  there  will  be  something 
doing.  In  this  matter  you  are  not  dealing  with  the 
city  as  a  whole,  but  with  the  trustees  of  the  White 
Fund,  and  if  anything  wrong  can  be  shown  action 
can  be  taken.  In  expressing  my  opinion  on  the 
matter,  I  feel  that  I  am  expressing  the  opinion  of 
the  other  trustees,  and  that  if  there  is  anything 
wrong  it  will  be  straightened  out.  If  they  have 
endeavored  to  deceive  us — the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings,  the  Building  Commissioner  or 
anybody  else,  if  there  has  been  any  conspiracy  to 
do  wrong  in  this  matter,  they  will  all  have  to 
answer  to  the  trustees  I  repeat  that  it  is  not  a 
matter  that  concerns  the  City  Council  as  a  whole, 
but  the  citizens  of  the  entire  city.  We  all  feel  that 
this  man,  Mr.  White,  left  his  money  to  the  citizens 
of  this  city  and  that  it  should  be  properly  used, 
and  none  of  the  trustees  want  to  see  any  harm  come 
to  this  fund.  I  know  that  Mayor  Mansfield  has 
been  loath  to  expend  the  money,  to  take  money  out 
of  this  fund  for  different  purposes,  unless  he  and 
the  other  trustees  were  very  sure  that  it  could 
be  properly  used  for  a  certain  purpose.  He  has 
steadily  refused  to  have  the  money  spent  without 
careful  investigation.  It  is  only  within  the  last 
few  months  that  this  question  has  arisen,  and 
it  was  felt  that  there  was  an  emergency  if  this 


property  was  to  be  kept  in  proper  shape  for  the 
tenants.  I  cannot  believe  that  Mayor  Mansfield 
would  stand  for  anything  except  what  was  abso- 
lutely right,  and  if  he  has,  I  am  one  of  the  most 
surprised  men  in  this  body. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  ask  for 
information,  did  you,  as  a  member  of  the  White 
Fund  Trustees,  vote  to  have  bids  for  the  expendi- 
ture of  this  money? 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— No;  I  did  not. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  a  few  days 
ago  J  made  inquiry  of  Mr.  Wadsworth,  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  White  Fund,  in  regard  to  some  of 
these  contracts  that  have  been  entered  into  with 
the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company,  and  this 
morning  I  received  this  letter  from  Mr.  Driscoll, 
the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  which  I 
think  in  all  fairness  I  should  read.  This  letter  is 
addressed  to  me  and  is  dated  April  3,  1937: 

City  of  Boston, 
George  Robert  White  Fund, 

April  3,  1937. 
Henry    L.    Shattuck,    Esq.,    50    Federal    Street, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Shattuck, — Mr.  Eliot  Wadsworth  has 
been  kind  enough  to  forward  to  me  a  copy  of  your 
letter  of  the  30th  ultimo  relative  to  the  contract 
award  to  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Com- 
pany for  waterproofing  the  basements  in  the 
premises  numbered  190-192  and  194-200  Boylston 
street,  Boston,  and  has  asked  me  to  convey  to  you 
the  facts  and  particulars  with  regard  to  this 
contract. 

For  the  last  two  years  this  fund  has  been  very 
much  bothered  and  disturbed  with  ground  water, 
tide  water  and  sewerage  water  pouring  into  the 
basements  of  the  buildings  above  referred  to.  We 
had  three  sump  pumps  working  day  and  night  in 
the  basements  of  these  buildings  in  an  effort  to 
keep  the  basements  dry  and  we  were  finally  con- 
vinced, owing  to  the  motors  and  electrical  equip- 
ment breaking  down  on  the  pumps,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  these  pumps  to  keep  the  water  out 
of  the  basements.  The  condition  of  the  base- 
ments then  really  got  so  bad  that  claims  from  ten- 
ants in  the  buildings  started  to  come  into  the  office 
and  these  claims  are  now  being  handled  by  the  Law- 
Department  of  the  city. 

It  was  decided  by  the  Manager  of  the  Real  Es- 
tate of  the  Fund,  Mr.  Roswell  G.  Hall,  that  imme- 
diate action  was  necessary  in  order  to  remedy  the 
serious  condition  and  the  damage  being  done  in  the 
premises.  The  Codman  Hill  Construction  Com- 
pany was  then  called  in  and  was  asked  to  make  a 
thorough  inspection  of  the  premises  and  to  report 
the  result  of  their  findings  to  this  office.  After  the 
report  was  received  the  matter  was  taken  up  with 
the  trustees  of  this  fund,  and  it  was  decided  to 
award  a  contract  to  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  for  the  sum  of  $30,000,  on  a  time  and 
material  basis  to  start  the  work.  It  was  decided  to 
do  the  work  on  a  time  and  material  basis  for  the 
reason  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  any  person 
to  tell  what  we  were  going  to  be  confronted  with 
after  excavating  work  was  done  and  the  real  con- 
dition of  the  cause  of  the  trouble  discovered. 

On  October  17,  1936,  there  was  advertised  in 
the  City  Record  a  letter  prepared  by  Mr.  Roswell 
G.  Hall,  Manager  of  the  Real  Estate  of  this  Fund, 
addressed  to  Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Major  of  Boston,  and  approved  by  four  members 
of  this  Board,  setting  forth  the  facts  in  the  case 
and  the  reasons  for  granting  an  emergency  con- 
tract for  $30,000  on  a  time  and  material  basis 
and  without  the  usual  form  of  advertising. 

Before  starting  the  work  under  the  contract 
Mr.  Roswell  G.  Hall  requested  the  Building 
Commissioner  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  appoint 
an  inspector  to  watch  the  work  as  it  progressed 
and  to  be  familiar  with  conditions  as  they  really 
existed  and  this  was  done. 

After  work  was  started  in  the  above-mentioned 
premises  unforeseen  developments  appeared,  such 
as  defective  pile  tops,  defective  underpinning, 
shoring  and  other  incidental  work  that  necessi- 
tated the  contractor  to  notify  the  owners  of  the 
dangerous  condition  of  the  walls  and  foundations 
of  the  premises  where  the  waterproofing  work  was 
being  done. 

With  conditions  as  outlined  above,  it  was 
impossible  to  proceed  with  the  waterproofing 
work  until  shoring  of  the  buildings,  removing  of 
defective  pile  tops  and  placing  of  new  under- 
pinning work  was  done,  as  the  continued  settle- 
ment of  the  buildings  would  crack  the  water- 
proofing concrete  rendering  it  uselsss. 
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In  consequence  of  the  above,  Mr.  Roswell  G. 
Hall,  Manager  of  the  Real  Estate  of  the  Fund, 
on  December  29,  1936,  forwarded  a  letter  to  Hon. 
Frederick  W  Mansfield,  Mayor  of  Boston,  re- 
questing permission  to  amend  the  contract  dated 
October  3,  1936,  to  take  care  of  this  additional 
work,  in  a  sum  not  to  exceed  $45,000,  on  a  time 
and  material  basis,  without  the  usual  form  of 
public  advertising. 

On  Thursday,  December  31,  1936,  a  meeting 
of  the  trustees  was  called  to  take  action  on  the 
request  of  Mr.  Hall,  and  quoting  from  the  records: 
"Mr.  Edward  W.  Roemer,  Building  Commis- 
sioner of  the  City  of  Boston,  was  sent  for  and 
the  condition  of  the  premises  was  explained  to  him 
and  it  was: 

"Voted,  That  Mr.  Roemer  be  requested  to  make 
a  thorough  inspection  of  the  premises  in  question 
and  if  he  agrees  that  the  work  is  of  an  emergency 
nature  and  the  foundations  of  the  buildings  are 
in  a  dangerous  condition,  and  that  5545,000  is 
sufficient  to  cover  the  work,  he  is  to  report  the 
same  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  who  in  turn  will 
report  to  the  trustees  the  result  of  Mr.  Roemer's 
report,  and  that  an  amendment  to  the  contract 
dated  October  3,  1936,  be  prepared  and  presented 
to  the  trustees  authorizing  the  work  to  be  done 
— without  public  advertising —  in  order  to  remedy 
the  dangerous  conditions  which  exist  in  the 
premises  numbered  190-192  and  194-200  Boylston 
street,  Boston." 

On  January  16,  1937,  there  was  advertised  in 
the  City  Record  the  letter  as  prepared  by  M. 
Hall,  with  the  approval  of  five  of  the  trustees  of 
this  fund,  for  permission  to  amend  the  contract 
of  October  3,  1936,  and  the  granting  of  the  extra 
$45,000  on  a  time  and  material  basis. 

We  have  on  file  in  this  office  the  report  of  Mr. 
Roemer  with  figures,  etc.,  as  to  what  in  his  opin- 
ion it  would  cost  to  do  the  work. 

The  contract  of  October  3,  1936,  is  the  only 
contract  that  has  been  awarded  to  the  Codman 
Hill  Construction  Company,  by  this  fund. 

In  the  management  of  the  properties  of  this 
fund  incidental  work  has  been  given  to  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company,  but  the 
amounts  involved  have  never  necessitated  the 
calling  of  bids  or  the  making  of  contracts. 

We  have  in  this  office  photographs  of  the  work 
done  at  190-192  and  194-200  Boylston  street, 
taken  at  different  times  as  the  work  progressed, 
showing  the  condition  of  the  foundation  walls, 
'piles,  etc.,  and  shall  be  glad  to  furnish  you  with 
the  same  if  you  so  desire. 

Hoping  this  gives  you  the  desired  information, 
I  remain, 

Very  truly  yours, 
Geo.  L.  Driscoll,  Secretary. 
I  don't  know  anything  about  the  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company.  I  don't  know  about  its 
qualifications  or  its  reputation.  I  don't  know 
whether  suitable  men  were  employed  to  examine 
and  report  upon  the  condition  of  these  buildings. 
But  I  do  think  the  other  point  made  by  Mr.  Dris- 
coll is  a  point  that  is  probably  well  taken.  I 
think  it  is  the  experience  of  most  people  having 
to  do  with  building  management  that  if  there  is 
trouble  of  this  kind  in  the  basement,  trouble  that 
is  concealed  from  outward  vision  and  the  extent 
of  which  can  only  be  determined  by  excavation, 
it  is  practically  impossible  to  get  anyone  to  make 
bids  upon  it.  It  is  almost  a  necessity  to  let  it 
out  on  a  cost  plus  basis  of  some  kind.  It  is  of 
course,  important  in  that  case  to  choose  carefully 
a  contractor  who  is  competent  and  who  will 
watch  the  pennies;  but  having  done  that  it  is 
almost  a  necessity  to  let  it  out  without  the  ordinary 
contract.  Later,  apparently,  after  they  had 
made  this  award  of  $30,000,  in  trying  to  stop 
the  leaks  under  the  foundations  of  these  buildings, 
they  found  that  the  foundations  themselves  were 
in  defective  condition  and  that  it  was  necessary 
to  add  to  the  contract.  I  think  that  is  a  thing 
that  would  normally  be  done  without  advertising, 
assuming  that  you  have  a  competent  and  honest 
contractor.  On  that  point,  I  have  no  information. 
Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, in  regard  to  the  point  Councilor  Dowd 
brought  out  in  regard  to  different  amounts  paid 
the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  on 
emergency  work,  there  is  no  way  for  the  trustees 
to  know  about  that  until  the  annual  report  comes 
out,  because  it  is  customary  for  the  management 
to  be  given  full  power  to  take  care  of  all  repairs 
and  payments  of  amounts,  say  of  $  ,000  or  $3,000, 
the  ordinary  amounts  that  would  be  spent  for 
repairs.     We  would  have  no  reason  to  know  about 


those  things  until  the  annual  report  was  sub- 
mitted. You,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  think,  at  one 
time  were  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  I  think  you  will  bear  me  out  in  that,  that  the 
manager  in  such  matters  is  given  full  power. 
Of  course,  larger  matters  are  brought  to  our 
attention  from  time  to  time,  but  on  the  $2,000 
and  $3,000  amounts,  the  trustees  would  have  no 
means  of  knowing  about  those  until  the  annual 
report  was  brought  out.  The  manager  is,  how- 
ever, held  strictly  accountable  and  the  trustees 
are  bonded  for  $100,000.  Of  course,  if  there  is 
anything  wrong,  trustees  are  always  held  to  strict 
accountability. 

Coun.  WILSON — I  understand  the  President 
to  say  that  over  a  series  of  years  the  trustees  have 
depended  upon  the  annual  report  in  matters  of 
detail,  and  that  otherwise  the  business  is  handled 
by  the  Mayor? 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— I  think  that 
Councilor  Wilson  misunderstood  me.  I  was 
speaking  in  reference  to  ordinary  repairs,  except 
on  matters  that  might  be  especially  brought  to 
our  attention.  The  manager  is  there  and  is  put 
there  for  that  purpose,  to  manage  and  take  care 
of  the  property. 

Coun.  WILSON — Well,  we  have  no  manager. 
Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— Yes,  we  have. 
Mr.  Hall  is  the  manager. 

Coun.  WILSON — Well,  the  Mayor  seems  to 
take  a  pretty  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  trus- 
tees in  these  matters.  I  understand  that  there 
has  been  some  agitation  for  the  buying  of  a  tele- 
scope for  a  planetarium.  I  would  suggest  that 
they  postpone  the  building  of  the  planetarium 
and  train  the  telescope  on  the  Mayor's  office! 

Coun.  DOWD— Well,  Mr.  President,  if  the 
trustees  of  the  White  Fund  don't  feel  that  there 
is  something  rotten  in  Denmark,  why  hold  up  the 
recent  $22,000  bill  against  that  fund? 

Coun.  FINLEY— Mr.  President ■ 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  am  asking  the 
question  of  our  President. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— The  trustees 
felt,  after  Mr.  Fox  brought  this  matter  to  their 
attention,  that  they  should  call  Mr.  Fox  in  to  see 
if  this  money  was  properly  spent,  or  if  there  was 
anything  wrong.  Evidently  Councilor  Dowd 
started  it  when  he  went  down  and  saw  the  auditor. 
He  had  some  information  that  others  didn't  have. 
Coun.  DOWD — Of  course,  that  is  not  a  satis- 
factory answer.  The  gentleman  knows  as  well  as 
I  do  that  that  $22,000  is  part  of  the  $75,000  con- 
tract. They  can  call  it  anything  they  want,  but 
the  fact  remains  that  there  was  a  $30,000  contract 
and  that  they  afterwards  increased  it  by  $45,000, 
by  amendment.  We  all  know  how  that  thing 
works.  They  get  a  contract  and  then  claim  that 
something  is  wrong  and  ask  for  an  additional 
amount.  And  in  this  case  the  contract  was  made 
for  $30,000,  and  then  they  come  in  on  the  advice 
of  the  Building  Commissioner  and  amend  it,  so 
that  the  amount  spent  will  be  $75,000.  Well,  we 
know  that  the  man  who  examines  this  property  is 
the  Mayor's  own  Building  Commissioner,  ap- 
pointed by  him,  and  to  be  fired  by  the  Mayor  if 
he  does  not  do  what  the  Mayor  tells  him  to  do. 
So  that  is  the  way  it  is  done,  and  we  are  now  told 
that  it  will  cost  $75,000.  In  reference  to  the 
letter  that  has  been  sent  to  Councilor  Shattuck 
by  Mr.  Driscoll,  I  have  nothing  to  say.  I  know 
the  position  that  Mr.  Driscoll  finds  himself  in.  If 
he  did  not  sign  s  letter  like  that,  he  would  probably 
be  fired  from  office,  so  far  as  that  is  concerned. 
So  far  as  an  emergency  contract  of  this  kind  being 
made  with  a  capable  and  efficient  concern  is  con- 
cerned, let  me  say  to  the  councilor  from  the  Back 
Bay  that  he  has  had  more  experience  than  I  along 
those  lines.  But  he  has  been  in  public  life  and 
knows  as  well  as  I  do  that  the  Codman  Hill  Con- 
struction Company  has  been  formed  since  Mans- 
field has  taken  office.  So  far  as  waterproofing  is 
concerned,  they  are  neither  efficient  nor  capable. 
The  reason  why  the  trustees  have  voted  to  allow 
Mr.  Hall  to  make  a  greater  expenditure  than  was 
originally  contemplated  in  this  matter  is,  as  the 
President  of  the  Council  says,  that  they  have  relied 
on  the  Mayor  and  Mr.  Hall.  The  fact  that  they 
have  stopped  payment  on  the  $22,000  bill  shows 
that  they  know,  as  well  as  I  do,  that  something  is 
wrong.  Don't  let  this  rest  in  Charlie  Fox's  lap. 
He  is  City  Auditor  and  knows  nothing  about  the 
inside  of  this  thing.  Of  course,  I  know  that  the 
Mayor  manages  the  White  Fund,  and  he  appoints 
the  men  who  are  acting  under  it  in  that  matter. 
But  the  City  Auditor  is  not  to  blame.  There  was 
a  vote  passed  in  regard  to  the  management  of  the 
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fund  and  Bince  Mr.  Hall  has  been  given  the  job 
only  one  contractor  has  been  considered.  As  I 
have  already  said  in  my  remarks,  I  don't  doubt 
that  the  work  had  to  be  done.  I  am  not  making 
complaint  about  that.  But  I  am  saying  that  every 
job  that  has  been  done,  under  the  apparent  man- 
agement of  Mr.  Hall,  whether  it  represented  SI, 000, 
$2,000,  or  more,  has  been  100  per  cent  graft  and 
collusion.  I  say  that  if  they  had  competitive  bids, 
instead  of  our  seeing  this  S75.000  job  on  those 
buildings,  it  would  have  been  done  for  S35.000. 
It  is  the  Mayor  who  has  really  had  charge  of  this 
thing.  Why  are  the  trustees  all  so  upset  about 
this  matter?  Why  did  the  City  Auditor  get  up- 
set when  I  went  down  and  asked  for  the  White 
Fund  figures?  Why  did  they  have  to  have  a 
special  meeting  to  discuss  the  matter?  Why  did 
the  President  feel  that  he  had  to  get  up  here  on 
the  floor?  They  had  a  special  meeting  to  con- 
sider the  bills  of  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company.  No  one  can  claim  that  any  such  con- 
cern has  any  right  to  take  this  money  in  this  way 
out  of  the  George  Robert  White  Fund.  But  why 
lay  the  matter  in  the  lap  of  the  City  Auditor?  He 
is  not  to  blame.  He  signs,  the  same  as  the  rest  of 
them.  The  Mayor's  representative  knew  what 
was  going  on,  but  the  rest  of  the  men  were  de- 
ceived. I  will  agree  that  you,  Mr.  President, 
were  deceived,  that  Mr.  Warren  was  deceived, 
that  Mr.  Wadsworth  was  deceived, — not  by 
Charlie  Fox  but  by  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  and 
nobody  else.  When  they  talk  about  advertising 
in  the  City  Record,  let  us  get  this  thing  right.  The 
only  thing  that  appeared  in  the  City  Record  is  the 
letter  from  Mr.  Hall  asking  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
to  give  this  contract  to  the  Codman  Hill  Con- 
struction Company  without  a  competitive  bid. 
The  original  contract  was  for  $30,000,  and  it  was 
later  amended  by  the  addition  of  $4.5,000,  making 
the  entire  amount  $75,000,  and  when  the  gentle- 
man says  he  does  not  know  whether  the  amount 
was  $75,000  or  not,  he  is  evading  the  question. 
He  knows  that  it  is  for  $75,000.  This  sort  of 
thing  has  been  going  on  for  two  years.  Where  is 
the  need  of  an  emergency  matter  going  on  for  two 
years?  I  know  this,  that  Councilor  Shattuck  or 
Councilor  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  if  the  necessity  arose 
for  a  $75,000  job  on  any  of  their  property,  would 
never  give  it  to  any  one  concern,  without  com- 
petitive bidding.  There  are  certainly  five  or  six 
or  more  really  reliable  concerns  who  would  be  glad 
to  do  work  of  this  kind,  and  who  could  easily  have 
been  consulted.  There  can  be  no  defence  on  that 
ground.  I  am  not  going  to  let  the  matter  rest  on 
that  foundation.  And  we  have  other  things  of 
this  same  sort  in  connection  with  other  city  work. 
Is  everything  to  be  done  as  an  emergency  job  in 
the  city?  You  have  all  heard,  in  connection  with 
the  sewer  loan,  how  Loonie  got  S 160 ,000  out  of 
$164,000.  Was  that  really  an  emergency?  Let 
us  have  the  truth.  It  simply  represented  graft 
and  collusion.  . 

Coun.  FINLEY — Mr.  President,  there  is  hardly 
any  need  for  me  to  rise  at  this  time  in  defence  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston.  When  charges  are  made 
against  his  integrity  and  honesty,  God  knows  he 
does  not  need  my  feeble  defence.  He  has  proved 
himself  amply  capable  of  defending  himself  on 
any  and  all  occasions.  But  I  am  rising  to  resent 
the  story  of  my  colleague  from  Ward  8  (Coun. 
Dowd),  as  presented  to  this  Council  in  an  effort 
to  place  in  their  minds  the  idea  that  the  present 
Mayor  of  Boston  is  dishonest.  The  councilor 
seems  to  be  making  every  effort  in  this  particular 
case  to  pin  on  the  Mayor  of  Boston  responsibility 
of  an  emergency  contract  which  was  awarded  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  members  of  the  George 
Robert  White  Foundation.  The  members  of  that 
foundation 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order. 

Coun.  FINLEY— Mr.  President,  I  do  not  yield 
at  this  time. 

Coun.  DOWD— But,  Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.  I  disagree  with  the  gentleman  that 
the  suggestion  was  ever  in  the  minds  of  the  trustees. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — That  is  not  a  point 
of  order. 

Coun.  FINLEY— Mr.  President,  all  I  wish  to 
say  at  this  time  on  this  matter  is  that  I  believe  we 
should  do  everything  possible  to  get  at  the  facts 
in  this  case,  and  that  is  not  possible  by  just  getting 
one  side  of  this  story.  It  will  be  very  easy  to 
prove  whether  there  has  been  any  dishonesty  on 
the  part  of  this  administration  or  any  member  of 
it,  and  I  insist  that  this  matter  be  taken  into  the 
Executive  Committee,  that  the  members  of  the 


White  Fund  Foundation  be  summoned  before  the 
committee,  and  that  we  hear  every  side  of  the 
story.  And  may  I  at  this  time  compliment  our 
able  councilor  from  Ward  5  (Coun.  Shattuck) 
upon  his  statement,  after  reading  the  letter  from 
the  secretary  of  that  fund?  I  believe  if  some  of 
our  other  colleagues  in  this  Council  would  be  as 
fair  in  their  statements  as  he  has  been,  the  integrity 
of  men  in  public  life  would  be  preserved. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President, 
I  don't  want  to  be  misunderstood  here.  I  am  not 
placing  the  blame  on  City  Auditor  Fox.  I  do 
say  that  it  was  his  duty  and  that  he  had  the 
power,  when  bills  in  excess  of  S3, 000  or  S4,000  were 
presented,  to  hold  them  up  and  call  them  to  the 
attention  of  the  trustees.  I  don't  blame  the  City 
Auditor,  but  I  say  that  we  knew  nothing  about 
these  matters  until  the  auditor  brought  them  to 
our  attention,  until  the  matter  was  brought  to 
our  attention  in  the  annual  report.  I  do  say  that 
it  was  the  result  of  some  information  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8  (Coun.  Dowd)  must  have 
had.  I  also  wish  to  correct  another  error.  The 
contract  was  not  for  $75,000.  The  original  con- 
tract was  for  S30.000.  This  man  was  still  on 
the  work,  and  it  was  found  that  the  work  had 
to  be  done.  Tenants  came  in  and  wanted  the 
work  done,  and  there  would  have  been  very  bad 
results  if  it  had  not  been  done.  Tenants  who 
were  paying  a  large  rental — some  S20.000  a  year 
or  more,  and  some  as  high  as  S50.000,  some  small 
amounts  and  some  large  amounts — might  have 
had  to  leave,  things  were  getting  so  bad.  The 
fund  was  in  duty  bound  to  see  that  the  buildings 
were  kept  in  proper  condition.  Also,  the  records 
will  show  that  none  of  the  former  Mayors  ever 
spent  any  money  on  these  buildings.  They  spent 
the  money  in  other  ways.  We  know  that  under 
one  administration  they  bought  the  abandoned 
home  of  one  citizen  and  turned  it  into  a  White 
Unit;  we  know  that  a  Prado  was  built,  and  that 
other  expenditures  smelling  to  high  heaven  were 
made.  There  were  a  lot  of  things  hard  to  defend 
that  were  charged  up  to  the  White  Fund.  As  to 
the  telescope  and  the  planetarium,  you  may  be 
sure  that  that  has  not  been  voted  yet  by  the  trustees. 
It  is  all  right  to  have  some  of  these  things  brought 
out,  but  don't  be  unfair.  As  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, the  Mayor  has  no  control  of  my  actions 
on  that  board.  I  vole  as  I  think  is  right.  We 
did  not  act  hastily.  We  came  in  Friday  and  gave 
consideration  to  the  matter  Friday  and  Saturday. 
and  on  Monday  the  contract  was  signed.  It  was 
a  dangerous  situation.  I  want  the  public  to  know 
that  under  the  terms  of  the  White  will  there  was 
nothing  else  for  us  to  do  but  repair  the  buildings, 
or  they  might  have  had  to  be  torn  down.  Then 
there  was  the  building  on  State  street  that  lay 
idle  for  ten  years.  This  man  was  a  pretty  shrewd 
real  estate  operator.  He  bought  the  building 
when  there  was  a  scrap  going  on.  making  a  shrewd 
purchase.  But  the  building  lay  idle  for  ten 
years  and  no  rent  was  received  from  it.  The 
tenants  failed  to  pay  the  rent,  but  were  allowed 
to  go  on  until  the  present  manager  came  in,  with- 
out paying  the  rent.  They  were  running  stores 
and  restaurant*  and  were  supposed  to  pay  S12.000 
or  s  14,000  rental,  but  were  not  doing  it.  That  we 
did  not  know  about  until  the  new  manager  came 
in.  They  were  lessees  of  people  formerly  in  power. 
I  am  glad  that  the  matter  has  been  opened. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  am  not 
defending  or  condemning  anybody  in  this  case 
I  don't  know  when  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  was  formed,  don't  know  who  the  officers 
are,  don't  know  anything  about  them.  If  I  had 
anything  to  do  with  giving  the  contract  or  if  I 
were  asked  to  report  on  the  situation,  I  believe 
I  would  have  known  a  great  deal  more  about  it 
than  I  do.  which  is  practically  nothing.  I  do 
believe  if  I  were  having  this  work  done  I  would 
have  got  somebody  who,  after  investigation, 
appeared  to  be  honest.  Whether  these  people 
come  within  that  classification,  I  do  not  know. 
I  am,  however,  in  favor  of  the  order.  I  think  we 
ought  to  have  the  facts. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  there  is  just 
one  other  point  I  would  like  to  bring  out,  as  long 
as  the  President  has  talked  about  the  will.  I 
wish  to  read  once  more  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Council   this  section: 

"In  order  to  diminish  the  chance  of  hasty  or 
unconsidered  action  in  the  expenditure  of  income, 
I  believe  that  no  substantial  expenditure  should 
be  made  for  any  purpose  until  it  shall  have  been 
under  consideration  by  the  Trustees  for  at  least 
three  months." 
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Mr.  Driscoll  has  admitted  in  his  letter  to  the 
councilor  from  the  Back  Bay  that  this  condition 
had  been  known  for  two  years,  so  there  cannot 
be  any  plea  of  emergency.  I  want  the  President 
to  get  the  story  right.  I  have  seen  the  contract 
today  and  have  seen  the  amendment,  and  the 
amounts  of  both  add  up,  if  my  mathematics  are 
correct,  30  and  45,  $75,000. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  there  was  one 
thing  in  the  letter  read  by  the  councilor  from  the 
Back  Bay  that  struck  me  as  unusual,  and  that 
was,  although  this  $75,000  of  work  was  being 
done  under  the  close  supervision  of  the  Building 
Commissioner  and  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings,  for  some  reason,  whether  in  anticipa- 
tion of  trouble  or  something  else,  photographs 
were  taken  of  the  work  as  it  proceeded.  The 
suggestion  has  been  made  that  we  have  the  trus- 
tees of  the  White  Fund  come  before  us.  I  don't 
believe  that  our  Mayor  will  come  to  pay  us  a 
visit,  but,  since  the  person  in  charge  of  the  White 
Fund  now  appears  to  be  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings,  I  see  no  objection  to  sending  for 
him  and  receiving  information  from  that  source. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  don't  deny  that  the  amount  is  $75,000, 
but  I  have  simply  endeavored  to  bring  out  the 
fact  that,  as  long  as  $30,000  had  been  devoted  to 
this  purpose,  and  it  appeared  that  an  emergency 
had  developed  that  required  further  expenditure,- 
there  was  nothing  else  to  do  except  proceed,  as 
long  as  the  job  had  been  started.  The  ninety- 
day  provision  in  the  will,  that  has  been  quoted 
by  the  councilor  from  Roxbury,  if  I  interpret  it 
right,  refers  to  any  proposition  that  may  be  brought 
before  the  trustees  in  the  line  of  a  health  unit, 
a  community  center,  a  Prado, — anything  of  that 
kind  must  be  considered  for  ninety  days. 

Coun.  DOWD — It  does  not  say  "health  unit," 
"Prado,"  "planetarium,"  or  anything  else.  Mr. 
White  on  his  death  bed  said: 

"In  order  to  diminish  the  chance  of  hasty  or 
unconsidered  action  in  the  expenditure  of  income, 
I  believe  that  no  substantial  expenditure  should 
be  made  for  any  purpose  until  it  shall  have  been 
under  consideration  by  the  Trustees  for  at  least 
months." 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— The  order  will  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— this  ninety- 
day  provision  in  the  will  refers  to  such  things  as 
I  have  mentioned,  as  I  understand  it,  although 
I  don't  think  the  will  specifically  mentions  health 
units.  But  it  refers  to  certain  types  of  public 
buildings. 

Coun.  DOWD — Well,  I  am  not  bothering  about 
planetariums  or  anything  else.  I  am  simply 
quoting  from  Mr.  White's  will,  and  there  is  that 
provision  in  the  will,  "  that  no  substantial  ex- 
penditure shall  be  made  for  any  purpose  until  it 
shall  have  been  under  consideration  by  the  Trustees 
for  at  least  three  months." 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — The  order  has  been 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRAFFIC  LIGHTS,  CHARLES  AND  ALLEN 
STREETS. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Auditor  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  try  to  discover 
approximately  $3,000  in  unexpended  loan  item 
balances  for  the  purpose  of  installing  traffic  lights 
on  Charles  street,  at  the  foot  of  Allen  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
traffic  lights  on  Charles  street,  at  the  foot  of  Allen 
street. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


"NO    PARKING"    SIGNS    ON    CHAMBERS 
STREET. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
"No  Parking"  signs  on  the  right-hand  side  of 
Chambers  street,  from  the  corner  of  Green  street 
to  the  middle  of  Allen  street,  facing  Chambers 
street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  AGNEW,  the  Council  voted 
at  3.45  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in  the  Coun- 
cil Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by  President 
FITZGERALD  at  5.14  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Ruth  Taylor,  Jordan  Hall,  May  8;  Cecil  W.  Fogg 
Post,  Hyde  Park  Municipal  Building,  April  16  and 
17 — recommending  that  leave  be  granted  under 
usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred today)  for  release  of  surety  on  bond  of 
Condit  Electric  Manufacturing  Company — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  appropriating  $40,000  from  in- 
come of  Cemetery  Fund,  to  be  expended  under 
direction  of  Park  Commissioners,  for  Cemetery 
Division,  Maintenance  and  Improvement — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  18, 
nays  0. 

4.  Report  on  order  (referred  from  Committee 
on  Appropriations)  authorizing  City  Treasurer  to 
secure  the  approval  of  Emergency  Finance  Board  to 
issuance  of  notes  of  city  in  amount  of  $1,000,000 — 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  new 
draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section  1, 
chapter  281,  of  the  Acts  of  1936,  amending  section 
2,  chapter  49,  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  the  City  Trea- 
surer be  authorized  to  secure  the  approval  of  the 
Emergency  Finance  Board  to  the  issuance  of  notes 
of  the  city  in  the  amount  of  $1,000,000,  said  notes 
to  be  sold  at  their  face  value  to  the  Common- 
wealth and  the  proceeds  to  be  used  to  reduce  the 
amount  which  otherwise  would  be  required  to  be 
raised  by  taxation  because  of  appropriations 
already  made  for  ordinary  maintenance  purposes. 

Report  accepted,  order  passed,  yeas  16,  nays — 
Coun.   Mellen,   Shattuck,   Wilson — 3. 

5.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred today)  recommending  division  of  appro- 
priation for  Reserve  Fund  into  Reserve  Fund  (for 
transfers)  and  Contingent  Fund — recommending 
that  the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  message  placed  on  file. 

6.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  requesting 
Finance  Commission  to  investigate  and  report  to 
Council  on  contracts  received  by  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company — that  same  ought  to  pass. 
Report  accepted;    said  order  passed. 


REPORT  ON  ANNUAL  BUDGET. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  Chairman,  speaking  for 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  before  proceed- 
ing to  the  body  of  the  report  by  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  allow  me  at  this  time  to  publicly 
extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  for  their  splendid 
cooperation  in  the  consideration  of  this  year's  Ap- 
propriation Bill.  I  also  wish  to  thank  the  many 
councilors,  not  members  of  the  committee,  who  so 
kindly  gave  of  their  time  and  sat  in  at  the  many 
hearings  and  rendered  marked  assistance  to  the 
committee.  Also,  do  I  wish  to  express  the  thanks 
.  of  the  committee  for  the  patience  and  courtesy  of 
the  late  Budget  Commissioner,  Francis  Murray, 
and  his  most  able  assistant,  John  Sullivan.  Upon 
the  death  of  Mr.  Murray,  the  committee  found  his 
successor,  Mr.  Fox,  generous  with  necessary  infor- 
mation and  ever  ready  to  assist  the  committe  in 
it's  deliberations. 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations,  to  whom  was 
referred  on  January  30,  1937,  the  budget  recom- 
mendations and  allowances  for  the  financial  year 
1937  and  subsequent  recommendations  for  re- 
ductions referred  March  15,  1937,  submits  the 
following  report  and  recommendations: 

The  original  budget  allowances,  as  submitted  by 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  totaled  $40,195,344.55,  with 
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net  appropriation  requirements  of  $31,506,820.16. 
These  net  allowances  for  City  and  County  Depart- 
ments were  presumably  the  result  of  intensive  work 
by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  the  Budget  Commis- 
sioner and  other  department  officials,  and  the  City 
Council  has  the  right  to  believe  that  the  allow- 
ances as  submitted  to  it  were  the  lowest  that  could 
possibly  be  made  with  safety  to  the  City  and 
County  Departments.  However,  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  at  the  very  outset  of  its  hear- 
ings on  the  budget  with  department  officials, 
discovered  that  in  many  instances  allowances  were 
made  in  excess  of  the  customary  needs  or  require- 
ments and  that  in  many  more  instances  oppor- 
tunity for  apparent  economies  was  ignored.  It 
was  evident  to  the  committee  that  on  the  face  of 
the  budget  requirements  as  set  out  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  the  tax  rate  of  the  city  for  this  year 
could  not  be  reduced.  In  fact,  it  could  be  said  with 
certainty  that  the  rate  would  have  to  be  increased. 
In  view  of  that  situation,  your  committee  felt  that 
the  budget  of  the  Mayor  should  be  scrutinized 
with  great  care. 

Under  the  City  Charter  the  City  Council  is 
more  or  less  jointly  responsible  with  the  Mayor 
for  the  yearly  budget  allowances,  and  the  City 
Charter  expressly  places  a  duty  on  our  Body  to 
reduce  or  reject  any  item  in  the  budget  that  it 
does  not  deem  fit  and  proper.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  it  would  be  disastrous  to  pass  a  budget 
in  which  extravagances  were  apparent  and  would 
inevitably  result  in  a  higher  tax  rate. 

While  your  committee  was  in  the  middle  stages 
of  its  hearings  of  the  budget,  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  the  great  surprise  of  the  committee,  submitted 
a  communication  recommending  that  $903,580.48 
be  eliminated  from  the  budget  as  originally  sub- 
mitted, and  this  despite  the  fact  that  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  requested  the  City  Council  to  give 
his  original  allowances  prompt  and  favorable 
consideration.  What  prompted  the  Mayor  to 
send  this  communication  to  us — six  weeks  after 
his  original  budget?  He  was  confronted  with 
the  true  situation,  which  meant,  upon  the  accept- 
ance of  such  a  budget,  that  a  higher  tax  rate 
could  not  be  avoided.  Most  of  the  budget  allow- 
ances which  the  Mayor  requested  our  Body  to 
reduce  were  identical  items  which  the  committee, 
in  its  hearings,  had  discovered  were  excessive. 
While  it  might  appear  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  by 
some  legerdemain,  learned  of  the  committee's 
discovery  of  these  excessive  items,  and  took 
advantage  of  the  committee's  accomplishments, 
your  committee,  in  the  interests  of  our  taxpayers, 
was  perfectly  willing  to  accept  these  reductions 
as  the  Mayor's  "brain  child,"  and  your  committee 
consequently  recommends  that  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Mayor  to  reduce  the  original  budget 
allowances  by  $903,580.48  be  accepted.  In 
addition  to  the  reductions  in  the  budget  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Mayor,  your  committee,  after 
lengthly  and  exhaustive  hearings  extending  over 
many  weeks,  recommends  that  further  reductions 
in  the  amount  of  $536,404.65  be  made  in  the  net 
budget  appropriations  as  submitted  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor.  Your  committee  also  recommends 
that  $83,500  be  eliminated  in  the  appropriations 
for  Revenue  Departments  and  although  these 
latter  reductions  will  not  vary  the  net  appropriation 
requirements,  the  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that 
this  amount  is  unnecessary  and  should  be  elimi- 
nated from  these  appropriations.  Reductions, 
as  recommended  by  your  committee,  are  set  out  by 
items  in  the  accompanying  schedule.  While  the 
budget,  with  the  exception  of  the  A  Group,  was 
submitted  under  group  headings,  the  committee 
has  indicated  by  items  where  each  reduction  is 
allocated;  reductions  having  been  made  in  over 
two  hundred  items,  affecting  twenty-five  depart- 
ments or  divisions. 

The  committee  does  not  believe  it  necessary  to 
explain  in  detail  the  reason  for  the  reduction  in 
each  separate  item.  Such  a  procedure  would 
result  in  an  extremely  lengthly  report.  However, 
there  are  certain  glaring  excesses  in  the  budget  as 
submitted  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  which 
remained  in  the  budget  even  after  his  recommenda- 
tion for  reductions,  which  should  be  discussed, 
however  briefly.  These  excesses  fall  into  the 
following  classes: 

1.  General  Plant  Repairs.  B  Group  (B-39). — 
Under  this  item  your  committee  recommends  that 
$122,710  be  eliminated  from  appropriations 
affecting  fourteen  departments,  chief  of  which 
are  the  Park,  Police,  Public  Buildings  and  Public 
Works  Department.  Your  committee  is  of  the 
opinion,  that  even  after  such  reductions  are  made, 


ample  funds  will  remain  to  conduct  the  repair 
activities  in  the  departments  involved.  Much  of 
this  repair  work  can,  and  should,  be  done  by 
department  forces,  thereby  keeping  at  a  minimum 
the  expenses  incurred  under  this  item.  The  com- 
mittee has  eliminated  $16,000  from  the  B-39  item 
of  the  Police  Department,  for  the  reason  that 
funds  from  other  sources  are  now  being  provided 
to  accomplish  a  great  part  of  the  work  intended 
by  that  department  under  this  item. 

The  $40,000  eliminated  from  this  item  in  the 
Public  Buildings  Department  leaves  that  depart- 
ment with  a  balance  of  $32,000  for  plant  repairs. 
This  amount,  expended  with  care  and  caution, 
should  be  sufficient  for  this  need. 

2.  Motor  Vehicle  Repair  and  Care.  B  Group 
(B-14). — Under  this  item  your  committee  recom- 
mends reductions  totaling  $36,175  affecting  eleven 
departments.  Your  committee  feels  that  the 
cost  of  repairing  such  automobiles  and  trucks  is 
far  in  excess  of  a  reasonable  figure,  especially  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  many  of  the  departments 
involved  have  only  recently  been  furnished  with 
new  automobiles  and  trucks.  Your  committee 
feels  that  the  reductions  made  under  this  item 
will  create  no  burden  on  any  department.  Suffi- 
cient funds  remain  to  meet  all  emergencies  and 
reasonable  requirements.  In  some  of  these  de- 
partments there  are  capable  automobile  mechanics 
who  are  as  thoroughly  competent  to  perform 
these  repairs  as  outside  agencies.  Your  com- 
mittee feels  that  the  city  should  desist  from  the 
practice  of  permitting  practically  all  of  this  work 
to  be  done  by  outside  agencies,  whether  they  be 
friendly  with  the  Administration,  or  not.  Our 
own  forces  can  do  this  work  in  just  as  reliable  a 
manner  and  thus  permit  notable  savings  to  the 
taxpayers. 

3.  Miscellaneous  Services.  B  Group  (B— 42). — 
Under  this  item  your  committee  recommends 
reductions  totaling  $37,025  affecting  seven  depart- 
ments. This  is  apparently  a  catch-all  item  and 
little  justification  was  given  to  the  committee  by 
department  officials  for  the  amount  allowed  by  the 
Mayor.  Your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that 
large  appropriations  under  this  item  are  unneces- 
sary and  are  mere  pads,  created  so  that  work 
of  an  unnecessary  character  may  be  passed  to 
persons  friendly  to  the  Administration.  Suffi- 
cient money  is  left  in  the  items  of  each  depart- 
ment involved  to  meet  all  reasonable  requirements 

4.  Motor  Vehicles.  C  Group  (C-4). — Under 
this  item  your  committee  recommends  reductions 
totaling  $189,928  affecting  five  departments.  Of 
this  amount,  $75,000  is  eliminated  from  the  Fire 
Department  for  new  automobiles  and  fire  appa- 
ratus. The  committee  feels  that  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment equipment  is  in  satisfactory  condition  and 
that  no  harmful  results  will  follow  because  of  this 
disallowance.  It  is  nice  to  see  brand-new  shining 
apparatus  and  chief's  cars  going  back  and  forth 
in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  but  the  com- 
mittee is  of  the  opinion  that  the  financial  condition 
of  the  city  at  the  present  time  does  not  permit 
this  expenditure. 

In  the  Police  Department  your  committee 
recommends  that  the  entire  appropriation  of 
$65,000  be  eliminated.  The  committee  believes 
that  new  police  wagons  may  be  desirable,  but  are 
not  actually  necessary  this  year,  and  the  com- 
mittee also  feels  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
both  the  Police  and  Fire  Departments  are  being 
bolstered  by  the  addition  of  150  and  70  men, 
respectively,  no  extraordinary  charges  for  the 
purchase  of  automobiles  should  be  included  in 
this  year's  budget. 

In  the  Public  Works  Department,  $45,950 
should  be  eliminated  from  this  item,  if  your 
committee's  recommendations  are  followed.  Only 
two  years  ago  $675,000  was  borrowed  by  the 
city  for  snow  removal  equipment  and  much  of 
this  equipment  is  used  for  other  department 
purposes,  and,  therefore,  it  should  not  be  neces- 
sary to  replenish  this  equipment  this  year.  What- 
ever inconvenience  may  be  caused  officials  by 
the  ehmination  from  this  item  the  appropriations 
for  the  purchase  of  new  automobiles  will  be  slight. 
The  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  sufficient 
allowances  remain  in  the  budget  to  provide  for  all 
reasonable  requirements  in  the  departments 
involved. 

5.  Reserve  Fund. — The  committee  recommends 
that  the  Reserve  Fund  be  reduced  from  $400,000 
to  $300,000.  A  large  fund  of  this  sort  is  a  well  of 
temptation  to  certain  departments  to  expend  in 
excess  of  allowances,  knowing  that  the  deficit  at 
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the  end  of  the  year  may  be  made  up  from  the 
Reserve  Fund.  The  law  requires  that  department 
heads  limit  expenditures  in  their  departments  to 
the  amounts  granted,  but  it  is  not  uncommon 
to  find  that  large  transfers  are  made  each  year 
from  this  fund,  to  cover  excessive  expenditures, 
which  might  be  questionable  in  their  necessity 
and  not  in  the  category  of  emergencies.  The 
committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  $300,000,  which 
remains  in  this  appropriation,  is  sufficient  to  meet 
all  ordinary  and  extraordinary  charges  made 
against  this  fund  and  is  also  of  the  opinion  that 
any  further  allowance  would  be  unwarranted  in 
view  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  city. 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations  is  recom- 
mending budget  reductions  in  departments  totaling 
$619,904.65.  The  breif  explanations,  as  classified 
above,  cover  $484,838  of  the  total  reduction.  The 
remaining  $125,071.65  of  reductions  represents 
cuts  of  a  smaller  scale  made  in  many  city  de- 
partments. The  committee  found  ample  justifi- 
cation for  these  reductions  and  was  guided  by 
expenditures  of  former  years,  as  well  as  present- 
day  necessities,  in  arriving  at  the  amount  reduced. 
In  many  instances,  department  heads  were  unable 
to  give  your  committee  reasonable  assurance  that 
the  amounts  allowed  by  the  Mayor  in  certain 
items  were  not  in  excess  of  the  current  needs, 
and  in  those  instances  your  committee  felt  no 
compunction  in  reducing  such  items.  In  other 
cases,  absolute  waste  of  the  city's  funds  was 
apparent.     For    instance,    in    the    Public    Works 


Department,  Sanitary  Division,  your  committee 
eliminated  under  Item  B-6,  an  allowance  of 
$3,920,  which  amount  would  pay  for  the  hire  of  a 
truck  for  the  balance  of  the  year  at  the  rate  of 
$360  per  month.  This  administration  seems  to 
have  found  a  new  way  to  waste  the  city's  money, 
and  although  the  amount  involved  is  compara- 
tively small,  it  indicates  that  no  great  care  has 
been  exercised  by  the  responsible  officials  to  rid 
the  budget  of  unnecessary  appropriations.  The 
truck  in  question  is  a  light  truck  which  can  be 
bought  for  less  than  $1,000.  It  is  owned  by  a 
close  friend  of  a  high  city  official  and  is  used 
exclusively  to  pick  up  waste  paper  from  recep- 
tacles provided  by  the  city.  For  this  service 
the  city  pays  the  owner  of  the  truck  $4,320,  despite 
the  fact  that  the  city  has  a  fleet  of  trucks  of  its 
own  collecting  rubbish  and  hires  contractors  for 
collecting  rubbish.  If  there  was  any  need  for  this 
special  service  truck,  which  the  committee  denies, 
then  the  city  should  get  a  small  truck  and  pay  a 
man  to  drive  the  truck  and  collect  the  rubbish 
and  still  save  over  $1,800  per  year.  While  this 
is  an  example  of  glaring  waste,  there  are  other 
items  reduced  by  your  committee,  and  while  not 
so  apparently  wasteful,  nevertheless,  could  not 
under  any  reasonable  test  be  declared  necessary. 
The  table  hereinafter  set  out  shows  by  groups 
the  reductions  in  the  original  budget  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Mayor,  and  the  reductions  as 
recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions. 


Reductions  Recommended  by  the  Mayor. 


Reductions  Recommended  by  the  Committee. 


A  Group $237,780  48 

B  Group - 61,300  00 

C  Group 41,400  00 

D  Group 87,100  00 

E  Group 21,500  00 

F  Group 14,000  00 

G  Group 12,500  00 

Special  Items 428,000  00 

Total $903,580  48 


A  Group $8,926  65 

B  Group 238,265  00 

C  Group 226,118  00 

D  Group 25,850  00 

E  Group , 14,245  00 

F  Group 8,500  00 

G  Group — 

Special  Items 103,000  00 

Total $619,904  65 


The  above  reductions  include  City,  County  and 
Revenue  Departments.  The  Committee  on 
Appropriations  wishes  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  its  reductions,  as  shown  in  the  A,  or 
personnel  group,  represents  positions  which  are 
now  vacant  and  which,  to  all  appearances,  will 
not  be  filled  during  the  remainder  of  the  year, 

The  reductions  as  consummated  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  represents  to  the  tax- 
payers, if  such  recommendations  are  adopted 
by  the  City  Council,  a  saving  in  the  tax  rate  of 
approximately  thirty-seven  cents.  The  reductions 
as  recommended  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  most  of 
which  would  have  been  included  in  your  commit- 
tee's recommendations,  mean  a  saving,  if  adopted 
by  the  City  Council,  of  approximately  fifty-four 
cents  in  the  tax  rate.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
Mayor's  reductions  and  the  reductions  of  your 
committee  represent  nearly  one  dollar  in  the  tax 
rate,  your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  all  the 
reductions  outlined  should  be  made,  and  so 
recommends. 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations  has  given  the 
budget  of  1937  slow,  careful  and  painstaking 
scrutiny.  With  the  information  provided  it,  the 
committee  feels  it  has  performed  its  duties  in 
accordance  with  the  responsibility  reposed  in  it 
and  with  due  regard  and  consideration  for  the 
people  of  our  city,  who  ultimately  must  pay  for 
negligence,  waste  and  extravagance  in  city 
government. 

In  this  final  year  of  the  present  administration 
the  City  Council  had  a  right  to  expect  a  more 
perfect  budget  document  and  one  that  would 
require  but  little  adjustment  on  the  part  of  the 
City  Council.  Your  committee,  however,  found 
that  the  budget  as  presented  by  the  Mayor  was 
perhaps  the  most  wasteful  and  extravagant  budget 
presented  during  the  four  years  of  his  term.     The 


acceptance  by  the  City  Council  of  the  recom- 
mendations of  your  committee  will  eliminate  many 
opportunities  for  waste  and  extravagance  in  the 
present  budget.  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  pro- 
posing reductions  to  the  original  budget,  admitted 
that  the  budget  appropriations  needed  revision. 
Your  committee  feels  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
submitted  a  budget  in  which  were  flagrant  instances 
of  waste  and  numerous  opportunities  and  tempta- 
tions for  extravagance.  Your  committee  has 
attempted  to  eliminate  all  such  appropriations 
from  the  budget,  and  your  committee  feels  that  in 
justice  to  the  taxpayers  the  recommendations  for 
reductions  should  be  accepted  by  the  City  Council. 
'  ■         For  the  committee, 

James  E.  Aonew,  Chairman. 

Assessing  Department. 

A-  1 $3,226  65 

B-  1 1,500  00 

B-14 100  00 

B-29 4,000  00 

B-39 '        100  00 

D-  1 400  00 

D-2 100  00 

$9,426  65 

Building  Department. 
B-42 700  00 

Election  Department. 

B-14 $200  00 

B-42 25  00 

D-  1 1,000  00 

D-ll 200  00 

E-  1 200  00 

E-10 50  00 

E-13 25  00 

1,700  00 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Fire  Department. 

B-  1 $500  00 

B-  4 50  00 

B-  5 50  00 

B-  6 150  00 

B-14 3,000  00 

B-18 300  00 

B-28 25  00 

B-39 9,600  00 

B-42 2,500  00 

C-  4 75,000  00 

C-17 1,500  00 

D-  1 1,500  00 

D-2 50  00 

D-  4 50  00 

D-  8 500  00 

D-10 25  00 

D-ll 3,000  00 

D-16 2,000  00 

E-  9 50  00 

E-13 5,000  00 

F-  7 5,000  00 

Wire  Division. 

A-  1 $2,400  00 

B-  1 75  00 

B-  3 25  00 

B-  4 500  00 

B-37 5  00 

B-39 10  00 

C-  9 90  00 

C-15 50  00 

C-17 10  00 

D-  1 400  00 

E-10 20  00 


Port  Authority. 

B-  1.... 

$200  00 

B-  3.... 

Traffic 

100  00 

Department. 

B-  1.... 

$50  00 

B-  3.... 

50  00 

B-  4.... 

400  00 

B-14.... 

250  00 

B-18 

50  00 

B-39.... 

2,500  00 

C-15 

150  00 

C-17 

2,500  00 

D-ll.... 

500  00 

D-16.... 

500  00 

E-10 

700  00 

Health  Department. 

B-  3 $50  00 

B-  4 500  00 

B-  5 25  00 

B-13 25  00 

B-14 200  00 

B-39 500  00 

C-  4 3,000  00 

C-  7 50  00 

C-  9 225  00 

C-10 75  00 

C-13 65  00 

C-15 100  00 

C-17 150  00 

D-  1 500  00 

D-2 25  00 

D-4 25  00 

D-  8 200  00 

D-ll 50  00 

D-13 50  00 

E-  1 50  00 

E-10 50  00 

Hospital  Department. 

A-  1 $3,000  00 

B-28 1,000  00 

B-35 400  00 


$109,850  00 


Institutions  Department. 
Central  Office. 

A-  2 $300  00 

B-  4 200  00 

B-35 50  00 

C-  9 25  00 


3,585  00 


300  00 


7,050  00 


5,915  00 


4,400  00 


575  00 


B-13. 
B-28. 


Child  Welfare  Division. 
$25  00 
200  00 


Law  Department. 

B-  1 $200  00 

C-  9 100  00 

D-  1 100  00 

D-16 900  00 


$225  00 


1,300  00 


Park  Department. 

B-  6 $4,000  00 

B-14 2,000  00 

B-28 750  00 

B-37 50  00 

B-39 12,000  00 

B-42 1,500  00 

C-  4 978  00 

C-  7 200  00 

C-10 25  00 

C-ll 50  00 

C-13 500  00 

C-15 500  00 

D-2 200  00 

Police  Department, 

B-  1 $500  00 

B-  3 1,500  00 

B-  4 1,000  00 

B-  8 1,000  00 

B-13 1,000  00 

B-16 200  00 

B-18 500  00 

B-28 6,000  00 

B-35 200  00 

B-37 75  00 

B-39 16,000  00 

C-  4 65,000  00 

C-  6 600  00 

C-13 500  00 

C-14 500  00 

C-15 500  00 

C-17 600  00 

D-4 500  00 

D-ll 5,000  00 

D-13 200  00 

D-16 1,000  00 

E-  1 500  00 

Public  Buildings  Department. 

B-  3 $75  00 

B-18 550  00 

B-37 200  00 

B-39 40,000  00 

C-  3 200  00 

C-  5 25  00 

C-13 200  00 

C-15 50  00 

C-17 50  00 

D-2 25  00 

D-  3 2,000  00 

D-l  1 200  00 

D-13 50  00 

D-16 300  00 

E-   1 300  00 

E-10 200  00 

E-13 100  00 


22,753  00 


102,875  00 


Real  Estate  Division. 


44,525  00 
3,000  00 


Public  Works  Department. 

Central  Office. 

B-  1 $25  00 

B-14 175  00 

C-10 50  00 

C-15 25  00 

D-l 100  00 

D-ll 50  00 

Bridge  Service. 

B-39 $6,500  00 

D-2 50  00 

D-ll 300  00 

Ferry  Service. 

B-39 $6,000  00 

B-42 300  00 


425  00 


6,850  00 


6,300  00 
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Paving  Service. 

B-  3 $50  00 

B-  4 50  00 

B-  5 5  00 

B-  6 1,000  00 

B-  8 250  00 

B-10 3,300  00 

B-12 100  00 

B-14 10,000  00 

B-15 50  00 

B-16 100  00 

B-18 100  00 

B-20 100  00 

B-37 50  00 

B-39 2,500  00 

B-42 2,000  00 

C-  4 4,450  00 

C-  5 '  200  00 

C-  6 25  00 

C-  7 150  00 

C-  9 50  00 

C-10 100  00 

E-  2 5,000  00 

Sanitary  Division. 

B-  6 $3,920  00 

B-14 17,000  00 

B-39 5,000  00 

C-  4 ; 25,000  00 

C-14 3,500  00 

C-15 2,000  00 

Sewer  Division. 

B-14 $3,000  00 

B-39 5,000  00 

C-  4 8,000  00 

E-  5 2,000  00 

Water  Division. 

B-  4 $1,000  00 

B-20 50  00 

B-28 1,000  00 

B-39 17,000  00 

B-42 30,000  00 

C-  4 12,000  00 

D-ll 500  00 

D-16 2,000  00 

F-  2 3,500  00 

Water  Income  Division. 

B-  4 $400  00 

B-14 250  00 

B-35 2,500  00 

C-  4 1,500  00 

C-  9 500  00 

C-13 10,000  00 

D-  1 1,300  00 

Reserve  Fund 


$29,630  00 


56,420  00 


18,000  00 


67,050  00 


16,450  00 
100,000  00 


$619,904  65 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  your  commit- 
tee has  given  a  great  deal  of  time  to  this  budget 
and  has  given  it  very  careful  consideration,  but 
with  one  thought  in  mind.  We  all  received  a 
week  or  so  ago  the  City  Record,  loaded  from 
cover  to  cover  with  the  names  of  those  who  are 
unable  to  meet  their  obligations  to  the  city  in  the 
way  of  taxes.  We  knew  of  people  out  there  with 
sadness  in  their  hearts  and  with  tears  in  their 
eyes,  standing  with  arms  outstretched  pleading 
to  the  City  Council  to  give  them  aid  in  this  year 
1937.  In  closing,  let  me  say  that  the  message 
from  your  committee  is,  deny  this  plea  if  you  will, 
but  remember  the  words,  that,  "You can  fool  some 
of  the  people  some  of  the  time  and  some  of  the 
people  all  the  time,  but  you  cannot  fool  all  the 
people  all  the  time."     (Applause.) 

Coun.  ROSENBERG — Mr.  President,  I  have 
listened  very  carefully  to  the  remarks  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 
But  in  the  consideration  of  problems  presented  to 
this  body,  we  have  the  prerogative  of  exercising 
our  own  personal  views  in  relation  to  the  approval, 
disapproval  or  modification  of  requests  that  are 
submitted  to  us  for  action.  Let  me  state  that  I 
have  never  uttered  an  unkind  word  against  any 
member  of  this  Council  during  my  term  of  office 
on  the  floor  of  this  chamber,  nor  do  I  ever  intend 


to  do  so.  I  have  nothing  but  the  kindliest  feeling 
of  comradeship  for  the  members  and  trust  that 
this  same  friendship  will  continue  to  exist  long 
after  we  cease  to  hold  office  in  the  City  Council  of 
Boston.  I  respect  the  opinions  and  remarks  of 
the  membership  of  this  Council  on  the  various 
programs  that  are  presented  here,  even  though  we 
may  not  at  times  all  be  in  agreement  on  the  method 
or  action  taken.  As  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  that  has  had  before  it  for  some 
time  the  budget  for  1937,  as  submitted  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  for  consideration  and  action, 
I  desire  to  render  a  minority  report  of  my  own. 
I  am  opposed  to  any  cut  in  the  budget.  This  I  do 
after  careful  consideration  and  from  my  personal 
observation  of  the  items  contained  therein.  The 
majority  report  of  the  Appropriations  Committee 
finds  no  fault  with  the  bulk  of  the  budget  recom- 
mendations as  a  whole,  with  the  exception  of  a  cut 
of  about  $650,000  out  of  a  total  sum  of  $37,822,000 
as  finally  submitted  by  the  Mayor  after  he  had 
ordered  deductions  of  some  $880,000  in  order  to 
prevent  an  increase  in  taxation.  To  adopt  the 
majority  report  on  appropriations  in  cutting  the 
budget  requirements  for  the  various  departments, 
as  submitted  by  them,  is  false  and  unwise  economy. 
I  am  fully  cognizant  of  the  fact  that  the  taxpayers 
of  Boston  are  interested  in  keeping  the  tax  rate 
down  and  in  that  respect  I  am  wholly  in  accord, 
but  here  we  have  a  problem  of  grave  importance 
and  that  is,  Shall  we  undertake  to  slash  the  budget 
when  it  will  mean  nothing  but  false  economy? 
For  example,  let  me  cite  a  few  instances.  The 
Fire  Department  originally  requested  the  sum  of 
$300,000  for  new  apparatus.  This  was  cut  to 
$100,000  and  then  to  $75,000.  The  budget 
committee  recommends  the  cutting  out  completely 
of  this  item.  Some  of  the  apparatus  now  in  use 
and  which  it  is  proposed  to  replace  is,  I  am  in- 
formed, some  twenty  or  twenty-five  years  old, 
antiquated  and  so  far  gone  that  it  is  almost  worth- 
less and  useless  paraphernalia  in  comparison  with 
the  present  modern  equipment.  The  antiquated 
engines  and  trucks  now  in  use  are  a  detriment  to 
the  city  and  are  unable  to  render  the  services 
necessary  for  the  prevention  of  loss  of  life  and 
property.  Where  hills  are  to  be  climbed  in  order 
to  reach  the  scene  of  a  fire,  these  machines  are 
often  unable  to  climb  the  same.  Under  this 
condition,  a  small  fire  in  the  beginning  is  apt  to 
spread  to  such  an  extent  as  to  cause  great  loss  of 
life  and  property.  It  recalls  to  my  mind  some 
years  ago  a  small  fire  in  the  beginning  later  devel- 
oped into  a  great  conflagration  due  to  the  negligence 
of  someone  or  the  defect  of  the  fire  alarm  system 
then  in  vogue  in  this  city,  and  this  occurred  in  the 
Roxbury  district  of  Boston.  In  other  words,  at 
that  time  the  city  was  without  the  services  of  the 
fire  alarm  system  for  a  period  of  over  three  hours. 
If  you  want  history  to  repeat  itself,  then  you  will 
cut  this  appropriation  and  thus  prevent  the  city, 
through  its  Fire  Department,  to  properly  protect 
its  citizens.  In  connection  with  the  Public 
Buildings  Department,  the  majority  budget  com- 
mittee recommends  a  cut  of  some  $40,000  under 
the  general  repairs  item.  This  department  takes 
care  of  the  shower  baths  and  swimming  pools  in 
public  buildings,  the  baby  clinics,  tuberculosis 
clinics,  libraries  and  gymnasium  facilities,  and 
distribution  stations  of  the  Public  Welfare  Depart- 
ment. You  can  readily  see  that  in  cutting  $40,000 
from  this  appropriation  you  are  striking  at  the 
mothers  and  children  of  the  people  who  cannot 
afford  these  luxuries.  This  I  protest  against. 
This  will  also  result  in  the  laying  off  of  employees 
in  connection  with  the  various  buildings,  such  as 
custodians,  janitors,  firemen  and  cleaners.  Not 
only  are  you  striking  at  the  health  of  mothers  and 
children,  but  you  will,  in  all  probability,  be  striking 
at  the  heads  of  families  who  seek  work  rather  than 
charity  that  they  might  bring  up  their  children  as 
good  citizens.  The  head  of  the  Park  Department 
is  probably  one  of  the  most  efficient  heads  of  the 
departments  in  the  City  of  Boston.  It  isn't  for 
me  to  tell  you  what  his  work  is.  His  department 
reaches  rich  and  poor  alike,  particularly  the  poor 
people,  and  every  reduction  from  this  appropriation 
affects  these  people.  I  am  informed  that  the  cut 
in  the  budget  proposed  in  this  department  will 
mean  the  discharge  of  employees  and  the  curtail- 
ment of  the  working  of  the  department,  so  that  you 
can  readily  see,  gentlemen,  that  in  these  depart- 
ments I  have  already  spoken  of,  you  will  not  affect 
the  Back  Bay  people,  who  leave  the  city  in  the 
summer  either  for  recreational  purposes  or  to 
recuperate  at  some  ideal  summer  resort,  but  the 
majority  of  the  members  of  this  Council  will  be 
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striking  at  their  own  constituents.  I  wish  at 
this  time  to  read  this  letter  from  Commissioner 
Long: 

"During  the  year  1936,  the  expenditures  were 
cut  to  such  an  extent  that  in  many  instances 
they  were  25  per  cent  lower  than  ever  before. 
It  was  distinctly  understood  at  the  time  that  in 
the  event  these  savings  were  made,  naturally  the 
various  buildings,  areas,  etc.,  in  order  to  be  kept 
up  to  their  proper  standard  would  require  more 
expenditures  for  the  year  1937.  In  submitting 
my  budget  for  this  year,  my  estimates  were  figured 
accordingly,  and  should  never  have  been  cut  if  it 
was  intended  that  the  department  should  function 
properly. 

"On  A-l  item,  laborers,  etc.,  on  the  $5  line, 
figured  on  a  290  men  basis,  I  am  only  allowed 
$4,650  surplus  and  can  only  employ  three  addi- 
tional men  instead  of  the  twenty-four  that  were 
agreed  on,  and  we  leave  sixty-seven  vacancies 
which  should  be  filled  in  order  to  keep  this  depart- 
ment running. 

"On  the  line  A-l,  $33  per  week,  gardeners, 
mechanics,  etc.,  on  a  basis  of  seventy,  I  am  $12,505 
short,  which  means  that  unless  this  money  is 
restored  to  this  line  it  will  be  necessary  for  this 
department  to  discharge  eight  men. 

"B-39,  General  Plant.  This  department  for- 
merly had  $125,000  on  this  item.  Owing  to 
economic  conditions  it  was  cut  to  the  bone  and 
I  asked  for  $20,000.  I  have  now  been  cut  to 
$8,000.  This  department  will  not  be  able  to  put 
its  bath  houses  in  proper  condition  with  this 
amount.  You  cannot  use  W.  P.  A.  help  on  the 
maintenance  end  of  the  department,  and  they 
consider  repairs  to  be  bath  house  maintenance. 
From  time  immemorial  the  department  has  had 
$10,000  available  for  emergency  conditions, 
such  as  accidents,  etc.  The  buildings  should  at 
least  be  kept  in  a  safe  condition,  as  well  as  our 
fences,  our  granolithic  walks,  our  beaches,  on 
which  no  sanding  has  been  done  for  a  number  of 
years.  It  will  cost  the  city  at  least  twice  the 
amount,  or  $40,000,  to  put  the  buildings  in  proper 
condition  after  this  year  unless  we  are  allowed 
money  enough  to  properly  care  for  same. 

"D-2,  Food  and  Ice.  $600  was  asked  for, 
$400  was  allowed.  This  food  and  ice  question 
was  figured  to  an  exact  cent.  $400  means  we  will 
have  to  eliminate  the  use  of  ice  in  our  laundries 
during  the  summer  months. 

"D-3Fuel.  $50,000  was  asked  for.  It  was  cut 
to  $43,000.  As  the  price  of  fuel  is  advancing  at 
least  10  per  cent  and  the  number  of  buildings  in 
this  department  is  increased  by  twelve,  it  will  be 
impossible  for  any  heat  to  be  used  in  any  of  our 
playground  buildings  during  the  summer  months. 
No  hot  water  will  be  available  if  we  are  to  live 
within  this  amount. 

"Last  but  not  least,  the  H  item.  We  were 
allowed  $195,000  on  this  item  after  having  been 
informed  by  the  Budget  Commissioner  that  we 
would  be  allowed  $385,000.  Also,  the  assurance 
was  given  that  in  the  event  additional  projects 
were  accepted  by  the  Government,  a  proportional 
increase  would  be  granted  this  department. 
On  the  Airport  project  alone,  where  we  have 
received  $1,300,000  from  the  Government,  the 
city  is  obligated  for  $260,000  for  the  purchase  of 
materials.  We  have  sixty-six  projects  going  and 
approximately  5,000  W.  P.  A.  men  employed. 
I  am  informed  by  the  W.  P.  A.  authorities  that 
if  we  do  not  live  up  to  our  obligations,  the  projects 
will  be  closed  down  and  the  men  thrown  out  of 
work.  At  the  very  least,  I  should  have  $400,000 
to  properly  carry  on  these  projects  and  meet  our 
obligations." 

Commissioner  Long  has  also  said  that  he  cannot 
function  if  his  department  is  cut  as  planned. 
He  will  have  to  sell  animals  he  has  in  the  Park 
Department,  as  he  will  not  have  enough  money  to 
buy  food  to  feed  them,  will  be  unable  to  buy 
proper  materials  and  equipment,  and  it  will  be 
necessary  to  lay  off  eleven  men  at  once. 

Let  me  call  your  attention  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 
Men  in  business  know  that  it  is  absolutely  essential 
for  the  conduct  of  business,  and  especially  as  large 
a  city  as  the  City  of  Boston,  to  set  aside  a  Reserve 
Fund  which  is  used  in  this  instance  to  pay  all 
claims  for  damage  that  are  passed  by  the  Claims 
Committee  of  the  City  Council  and  all  executions 
against  the  City  of  Boston.  You  can  readily  see 
that  there  is  no  liquidated  amount  of  any  claims 
that  might  arise  against  the  city,  some  in  actions 
of  tort  and  some  in  actions   of  contract.     It  is 


therefore  necessary  to  set  aside  a  sum  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  officials,  would  be  necessary  to 
furnish  all  moneys  necessary  to  be  paid  on  account 
of  suits.  If  it  isn't  sufficient  and  if  demands  are 
made  upon  the  city,  and  if  the  city  is  unable  to 
meet  the  demands  because  of  lack  of  funds  in 
the  reserve,  then  the  financial  standing  of  Boston 
has  received  a  black  eye.  In  that  it  is  unwilling 
or  unable  to  pay  its  just  debts.  The  fact  that  the 
total  amount  of  the  Reserve  Fund  expended  last 
year  or  for  the  previous  year  was  not  completely 
used  up  is  no  criterion  as  to  what  might  happen 
this  year  or  any  year.  This  money,  in  a  way,  is 
earmarked  and  cannot  be  transferred  for  any 
other  reason  or  purpose  except  with  the  consent 
of  this  Body.  In  order  to  protect  the  public 
against  crime,  and  the  Lord  knows  there  is  plenty 
of  it,  it  is  absolutely  essential  that  we  give  to  the 
Police  Department  the  necessary  tools  and  equip- 
ment to  work  with.  While  the  amount  cut  from 
the  Public  Works  Department  may  not  seem  to  be 
a  great  amount,  still  when  you  consider  what  the 
estimate  of  this  department  was  and  the  cut 
made  by  the  Budget  Department  of  the  city  it 
would  seem  to  me  that  a  further  cut  would  effect 
a  deficiency  in  its  operations.  It  might  be'further 
stated  that  this  is  the  department  in  which  split 
contracts,  so  called,  are  released.  Let  me  say 
right  here  and  now  that  I  am  not  interested  in  any 
contractor  in  the  City  of  Boston.  I  am  a  firm 
believer  that  all  contracts  of  S500  and  over  should 
be  awarded  through  competitive  bidding,  and  if 
there  is  an  abuse  of  the  so-called  split  contracts, 
we  should  go  to  the  source  and  eliminate  it. 
Cutting  down  the  appropriation  for  this  depart- 
ment I  don't  believe  is  the  proper  method.  The 
City  Hospital  is  probably  one  of  the  most  important 
divisions  of  the  city.  It  takes  care  of  those  who, 
through  no  fault  of  their  own,  are  unable  to  secure 
proper  medical  aid  and  it  is  unquestionably  one 
of  the  best  managed  hospitals  in  the  United 
States.  The  citizens  of  Boston  are  very  fortunate 
in  having  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  a 
man  of  the  character  and  standing  of  Mr.  Joseph 
P.  Manning.  I  feel  confident  that  any  money 
that  this  man  and  his  Board  say  is  needed  for  this 
worthy  institution  is  true  and  should  be  granted 
by  this  Body.  I  might  go  on  to  enumerate  other 
departments  where  cuts  are  proposed,  but  I 
believe  that  I  have  brought  home  the  essential 
departments  affected  and  the  results  that  would 
follow  if  the  majority  report  was  adopted.  The 
committee  stresses  that  it  has  not  cut  the  personnel 
item,  but  I  wonder  whether  the  members  realize 
that  in  cutting  items  for  repairs  and  the  curtailment 
of  other  measures  in  the  sum  that  they  have  here 
proposed  of  $650,000,  that  it  will  result  in  the 
lay-off  of  employees  in  the  various  departments. 
Shall  we  take  such  action  as  will  jeopardize  the 
employment  of  city  workers?  Well,  you  may  say 
that  is  the  same  cry  we  have  heard  year  after  year. 
Yes,  you  might  say  that,  but  this  year  might  be 
the  one  time  that  it  will  strike  and  when  it  does, 
it  will  not  react  against  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  but 
against  the  membership  of  this  Body.  Can  you 
afford  to  stand  in  the  way  of  keeping  people  at 
work?  Do  you  want  to  take  the  chance  of  having 
regular  city  employees  suspended  and  forced  to 
go  upon  the  welfare  rolls?  Do  you  want  to  hamper 
the  various  departments  from  properly  functioning 
in  their  duties?  What  I  am  interested  in  is  keeping 
men  at  work  so  far  as  humanly  possible.  The 
people  of  Boston  today,  who  are  unemployed, 
don't  want  charity.  They  want  work  and  so  I 
say  to  you  gentlemen,  don't  do  anything  that  will 
jeopardize  people  from  obtaining  employment. 
When  people  are  working  they  are  able  to  meet 
their  current  expenses,  pay  the  grocer  and  the 
butcher,  and  are  able  to  meet  their  rent  bills. 
The  wheels  of  industry  as  a  whole  are  kept  going 
by  the  money  that  is  kept  in  circulation.  Owners 
of  property  are  able  to  meet  their  assessments, 
but  this  they  cannot  do  if  their  tenants  are  thrown 
out  of  work  and  are  forced  upon  the  welfare  rolls. 
You  can  cry,  "pet  contractors."  I  say,  as  I  have 
said  before,  if  there  is  abuse,  go  to  the  source  and 
eliminate  it.  While  you  cry  "pet  contractors," 
I  cry  out  for  work  for  those  who  are  willing  and 
need  work.  Therefore,  in  conclusion,  gentlemen, 
I  call  upon  the  members  of  this  Body  to  reject  the 
majority  report  of  the  Appropriations  Committee 
and  vote  in  favor  of  the  budget  as  submitted  to 
us  by  the  Major.     (Applause.) 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted,  and 
the  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  appro- 
priation and  tax  orders  as  submitted  by  the 
committee  as  follows: 
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Amounts  Allowed  for  1937. 
City  Maintenance. 

Department.  Allowances. 

Art  Department $1,000  00 

Assessing  Department 297,676  12 

Auditing  Department 81,673  14 

Boston  Port  Authority 42,001  00 

Boston  Retirement  Board 32,391  39 

Boston  Traffic  Commission 163,566  34 

Budget  Department 11,988  00 

Building  Department 216,087  84 

Board  of  Appeal 15,065  00 

Board  of  Examiners 5,315  00 

City  Clerk  Department 45,345  38 

City  Council 85,055  00 

City  Council  Proceedings 11,250  00 

City  Documents 30,000  00 

City  Planning  Board 28,210  00 

Collecting  Department 169,186  26 

Election  Department. '  229,300  27 

Finance  Commission 50,000  00 

Fire  Department 4,141,327  25 

Wire  Division 97,916  56 

Health  Department 947,458  34 

Hospital  Department 3,432,058  37 

Sanatorium  Division 644,557  85 

Institutions  Department: 

Central  Office 46,823  00 

Child  Welfare  Division 343,941  70 

Long  Island  Hospital 832,192  66 

Steamers        "Hibbard"        and 

"O'Meara" 64,850  00 

Law  Department 135,594  41 

Library  Department 1,224,429  00 

Licensing  Board 49,591  80 

Market  Department 16,122  67 

Mayor's  Office 84,060  00 

Public  Celebrations 39,000  00 

Conventions,  etc 12,500  00 

Park  Department 1,267,631  '32 

Cemetery  Division 74,013  73 

Police  Department  * 810,061  00 

Public  Buildings  Department 515,258  48 

Real  Estate  Division 9,000  00 

Public  Welfare  Department: 

Central  Office 4,169,030  80 

Temporary  Home  ." 11,249  00 

Wayfarers'  Lodge 15,740  00 

Public  Works  Department: 

Central  Office 33,215  34 

Bridge  Service 418,866  50 

1     Bridges,  Repairs,  etc 30,000  00 

Ferry  Service 324,161  68 

Lighting  Service 981,777  00 

Paving  Service 1,236,346  33 

Snow  Removal — 

Sanitary  Service 2,297,727  82 

Sewer  Service 538,548  00 

Registry  Department 73,606  77 

Reserve  Fund 300,000  00 

Sinking  Funds  Department 2,900  00 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department 508,740  07 

Statistics  Department 6,150  00 

Street  Laying-Out  Department.. . .  187,396  84 

Supply  Department 68,365  43 

Treasury  Department 77,825  86 

Weights    and    Measures    Depart- 
ment   50,171  45 


Total  City  Maintenance .  . .  $27,635,317  77 


County  Maintenance. 

Department.  Allowances. 

Suffolk  County  Courthouse  (Cus- 
todian)    $268,556  64 

County  Buildings 106.701  36 

Jail 258,690  25 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 64.025  34 

Superior  Court,  Civil  Session,  Gen- 
eral Expenses 418,204  60 

Superior     Court,     Civil     Session, 

Clerk's  Office 190,611  91 

Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session.. .  479,007  34 

Probate  Court 25,723  89 

Municipal  Court,  City  of  Boston .  .  487,108  34 

Municipal  Court,  Charlestown  Dis- 
trict   33,552  03 

East  Boston  District  Court 31,674   18 

Municipal    Court,    South    Boston 

District 32,128  38 

Municipal  Court,  Dorchester  Dis- 
trict.   44,159   16 

*  Exclusive  of  $5,121,364.17.     Passed  by  City 
Council  on  March  22,  1937. 


Department.  Allowances. 
Municipal    Court,    Roxbury    Dis- 
trict   $100,054  52 

Municipal   Court,   West    Roxbury 

District 38,079  50 

Municipal   Court,    Brighton    Dis- 
trict   22,223  00 

Boston  Juvenile  Court 29,063  42 

District  Court  of  Chelsea 38,425  60 

Registry  of  Deeds 194,078  88 

Index  Commissioners 25,246  50 

Insanity  Cases 38,120  00 

Land  Court 8,945  00 

Medical  Examiner  Service,  North- 
ern Division 25,470  40 

Medical  Examiner  Service,  South- 
ern Division 17,572  00 

Associate  Medical  Examiner  Serv- 
ice, Northern  Division 2,105  00 

Associate  Medical  Examiner  Serv- 
ice, Southern  Division 2,015  00 

Miscellaneous  Expenses: 

Auditing  Department 19,912  34 

Budget  Department 2,162  87 

Collecting  Department 1,400  00 

Sheriff ■  4,250  00 

Treasury  Department 6,265  00 

Granite  Avenue  Bridge 3,501  70 

Social  Law  Library 1,000  00 

Penal  Institutions  Department: 

Office  Expenses 41,861  57 

House  of  Correction 500,283  51 

Steamer  "Michael  J.  Perkins".  .  64,473  86 


Total  County  Maintenance.  . .     $3,626,653  09 


Revenue  Departments. 

Department.  Allowances 

Printing  Department $406,051  63 

Departmental     Stationery     and 

Postage 125,000  00 

City  Record,  Publication  of 33,550  50 

Public  Works  Department: 

Water  Service >.  1,098.983  84 

Water  Income  Division 267,290  00 

Traffic  Tunnel. 256,773  26 

Collecting  Department: 

Water  Division 100,875  16 


Total  Revenue  Departments..     $2,288,524  39 


Ways  and  Means  Other  than  Taxes  tor  1937. 
An  estimate  of  the  ways  and  means,  other  than 

taxes,  of  meeting  expenditures  of  the  City  of 
Boston  and  County  of  Suffolk,  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1937. 

Building  Department $40,000  00 

Boston  Traffic  Commission 10,500  00 

City  Clerk  Department 27,000  00 

Collecting  Department 40,000  00 

Fire  Department 76,000  00 

Health  Department 18,000  00 

Hospital  Department 320,000  00 

Institutions  Department.  . .". 16,000  00 

Interest 810,000  00 

Library  Department 25,000  00 

Licensing  Board 42,000  00 

Liquor  Licenses 1,450,000  00 

Market  Department 75,000  00 

Mayor 60,000  00 

Park  Department 80,000  00 

Pedlers'  Licenses 6,000  00 

Police  Department 55,000  00 

Public  Buildings  Department 20,000  00 

Public  Welfare  Department 2,400,000  00 

Public  Works  Department 145,000  00 

Registry  Department 26,500  00 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department .  85,000  00 

Street  Laying-Out  Department. .. .  50,000  00 
Treasury  Department  —  Cash  Dis- 
counts   75,000  00 

Weights    and    Measures    Depart- 
ment   14,500  00 

County  of  Suffolk 350,000  00 

$6,316,500  00 


Appropriations    and    Tax    Orders    for    the 

Financial  Year  1937. 

Ordered,   That   to   meet   the   current   expenses 

payable  during  the  financial  year  beginning  with 

the  first  day  of  January,  1937,  for  performing  the 
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duties  and  exercising  the  powers  devolved  by 
statute  or  ordinance,  or  by  vote  of  the  City  Council 
during  the  year,  upon  the  City  of  Boston  or 
County  of  Suffolk,  or  the  departments  or  officers 
thereof,  the  respective  sums  of  money  specified 
in  the  tables  and  schedules  hereinafter  set  out  be, 
and  the  same  are,  hereby  appropriated  for  the 
several  departments  and  for  the  objects  and 
purposes  hereinafter  stated. 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriation  for  Water 
Service,  current  expenses,  and  the  payment  to 
the  State,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  488  of 
the  Acts  of  1895  and  acts  in  addition  or  amend- 
ment thereto,  and  for  the  interest  and  debt  re- 
quirements of  for  loans  issued  for  water  purposes 
be  met  by  the  income  of  said  works  and  any 
excess  over  income  from  taxes;  that  the  appro- 
priation for  Printing  Department  be  met  by  the 
department  income  and  any  excess  over  income 
from  taxes;  and  the  appropriation  for  City  Record 
be  met  by  the  income  of  said  publication  and  any 
excess  over  income  from  taxes;  and  the  appro- 
priation for  the  Traffic  Tunnel  be  met  by  the 
income  from  tolls  and  any  excess  over  income 
from  taxes,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
section  11,  chapter  297  of  the  Acts  of  1929,  as 
amended  by  chapter  74  of  the  Acts  of  1935; 
that  the  other  appropriations  hereinafter  specified 
be  met  out  of  the  money  remaining  in  the  treasury 
at  the  close  of  business  on  December  31,  1936, 
exclusive  of  the  money  raised  by  loan  or  needed 
to  carry  out  the  requirements  of  any  statute, 
gift,  trust  or  special  appropriation,  by  the  income 
of  the  financial  year  beginning  January  1,  1937, 
and  taxes  to  the  amount  of  §24,945,470.86,  said 
amount  be  raised  by  taxation  on  the  polls  and 
estates  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  all  sums  of  money  which  form 
no  part  of  the  income  of  the  city,  but  shall  be 
paid  for  services  rendered  or  work  done  by  any 
department  or  division  for  any  other  department 
or,division,  or  for  any  person  or  corporation  other 
than  the  City  of  Boston  be  paid  into  the  general 
treasury,  and  that  all  contributions  made  to  any 
appropriation  be  expended  for  the  objects  and 
purposes  directed  by  the  several  contributors 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  all  taxes  raised  to  meet  the 
appropriations  of  the  city  and  all  taxes  assessed 
for  meeting  the  city's  proportion  of  the  state  tax 
for  the  year  1937,  or  for  any  other  taxes  or  assess- 
ments payable  to  the  Commonwealth,  shall  be 
payable  in  two  equal  installments,  on  July  first 
and  on  October  first  of  1937;  that  interest  shall 
be  charged  on  all  taxes  remaining  unpaid  after 
the  first  day  of  November,  1937,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  General  Laws,  until 
paid,  except  the  taxes  assessed  upon  shares  of 
national  banks,  which  shall  bear  interest  at  the 
rate  of  12  per  cent  per  annum  from  the  first  day 
of  October,  1937,  until  paid,  and  that  all  interest 
which  shall  have  become  due  on  taxes  shall  be 
added  to  and  be  part  of  such  taxes. 

Ordered,  That  except  as  the  appropriation  for 
any  purpose  or  item  shall  be  increased  by  ad- 
ditional appropriations  or  transfers  lawfully 
made,  no  money  shall  be  expended  by  any  depart- 
ment for  any  of  the  purposes  or  items  designated 
in  the  tables  and  schedules  hereinafter  set  out  in 
excess  of  the  amount  set  down  as  appropriated 
for  such  specific  purpose  or  item;  and  except  as 
aforesaid  no  salaries  or  wages  shall  be  paid  in 
excess  of  the  rates  specified  in  said  tables  and 
schedules. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  in  accordance 
with  the  explanation  of  the  City  Auditor  I  now 
move  that  the  budget  as  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee be  amended  by  striking  out  the  item  of 
$300,000  for  Reserve  Fund  and  inserting  in  place 
thereof  the  following: 

Reserve  Fund $125,000 

Contingent   Fund,   for   the   payment   of 

claims,  executions  of  court,  etc $175,000 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  budget  as  amended. 

Coun.  KILROY — Mr.  President,  I  rise  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 
Our  chairman  has  congratulated  the  members  of 
the  committee  on  the  hard  work  they  have  done 
before  submitting  this  budget  to  the  Council.  He 
has  also  congratulated  the  other  members  of  the 
Council  who  are  not  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  on  their  attendance  at  the  committe 
meetings.  But,  sir,  I  rise  more  or  less  to  con- 
gratulate our  chairman  on  the  fine  job  he  has 
done.     He  has  devoted  days,  and  not  only  days 


but  nights,  into  the  weary  hours  of  the  morning, 
in  preparing  this  revised  budget  for  submission  to 
the  Body.  And  now,  Mr.  President,  one  of  the 
Mayor's  spokesmen  up  here  says  that  by  the 
adoption  of  this  revised  budget  we  will  get  rid  of 
city  employees.  Let  me  say,  Mr.  President,  that 
not  a  single  item  under  A-l  or  A-2  will  be  affected 
by  your  committee's  report.  Xot  a  single  city  em- 
ployee will  be  injured  by  the  repoit  of  your  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations.  I  have  been  here 
one  year,  sir,  and  in  that  year  in  every  single  loan 
or  other  order  upon  which  we  have  acted  we  have 
had  his  Honor  the  Mayor  saying  that  if  we  did 
not  act  in  such  and  such  a  manner  it  would  affect 
city  employees.  I  am  sick  of  it.  Of  course,  this 
does  not  affect  employees.  We  have  cut  out  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company,  Loonie  and 
a  couple  more.  That  is  all  we  have  cut  out  of 
the  budget.  We  have  also  had  a  spokesman  for 
the  Mayor  pick  up  the  item  in  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment budget  for  fire  engines.  I  live  very  close  to  a 
fire  house  and  I  see  those  engines  answering  calls 
day  after  day  with  one  single  man  on  the  piece  of 
apparatus  that  passes  my  house.  I  say,  sir,  we 
do  not  need  new  apparatus;  we  need  men.  I  saw 
four  or  five  nice  pieces  of  equipment  in  the  parade 
on  March  17,  and  if  they  cannot  climb  the  hills  in 
your  district,  sir,  where  can  they  climb  hills? 
They  are  simply  saving  the  old  ones  for  talk  like 
this  every  year.  That  gentleman  also  talked  about 
vacancies  in  the  Park  Department.  I  saw  no 
money  appropriated  in  the  Park  Department 
budget  under  A-l  for  any  new  employees.  I  did 
happen  to  find  a  mistake  in  the  budget,  when  I 
asked  the  commissioner  what  the  item  of  A-2  for 
temporary  employees  was.  He  said  that  it  was 
to  employ  twenty  men  for  twenty  weeks.  I  said, 
"What  are  you  going  to  pay  them?  $3  a  week? 
You  have  here  only  $1,500."  He  said,  "That  is  a 
mistake;  it  should  be  $15,000."  I  don't  know 
what  the  previous  speaker  referred  to  when  he 
spoke  of  employees  being  laid  off  in  the  Park  De- 
partment. He  also  referred  to  government 
projects  and  the  men  employed  on  those  projects. 
Let  me  say,  sir,  that  your  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations has  not  cut  a  single  penny  from  the  H 
item,  in  the  budget,  which  concerns  W.  P.  A. 
projects.  But  let  me  say  that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  has  cut  every  one  of  those  appropriations 
by  at  least  15  per  cent.  Now,  we  know,  sir,  that 
wc  are  sending  a  false  budget  out  to  the  public. 
We  had  Mr.  Carey  here  from  the  Soldiers'  Relief 
Department,  and  there  appeared  in  his  budget  a 
request  for  $750,000.  He  admitted  that  it  would 
cost  more  than  that  for  this  year's  relief.  Still,  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  cut  that  to  $450,000.  I  say,  sir, 
wc  will  always  have  a  Soldiers'  Relief  Department, 
and  a  proper  allowance  for  that  department  should 
be  included  in  the  budget.  Then,  look  at  the  way 
the  Mayor  cut  our  Welfare  Department.  It  i>, 
of  course,  clear  that  much  more  must  later  be  given 
to  that  department.  Then  there  are  other  items 
here  that  have  been  cut,  where  it  is  known  by 
everybody  that  more  money  must  be  furnished 
later  in  the  year.  I  could  go  much  further  in 
detail  in  contradicting  the  former  speaker,  but  I 
know  that  it  is  getting  late  in  the  evening,  and  I 
don't  want  to  unnecessarily  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Body,  knowing  also  that  other  members  will 
wish  to  speak  on  the  budget.  But  I  do  wish  again 
to  remind  the  members  of  the  work  the  chairman 
of  this  committee  has  put  in  on  this  budget  and 
to  assure  them  that  they  now  have  a  revised  budget 
before  them  that  is  worthy  of  deep  consideration. 
He  has  not  cut  any  of  the  employees;  he  has  not 
cut  any  food  from  the  animals  in  the  Park  Depart- 
ment; he  has  not  cut  any  of  such  items.  But, 
as  I  told  you  before,  he  has  cut  out  the  Codman 
Hill  Construction  Company,  that  we  heard  so 
much  about  a  short  time  ago.  He  has  cut  out 
Mansfield,  if  you  ask  me.  I  hope  that  the  Council 
accepts  this  report.  It  is  an  honest  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  members  you  have  chosen  as  your  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  to  do  the  right  thing  by 
the  taxpayers  of  Boston. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  Chairman, 
I  shall  vote  for  the  budget  as  submitted  by  the 
Mayor.  I  think  there  is  one  thing  that  the  mem- 
bers forget.  They  refer  slightingly  to  the  fact 
that  it  is  proposed  to  get  some  new  fire  apparatus 
to  replace  apparatus  fifteen  and  twenty  years  of 
age.  Well,  I  know  the  situation  in  my  district, 
at  the  house  of  Ladder  10,  for  instance.  Cer- 
tainly something  should  be  done  there.  The 
apparatus  is  not  what  it  should  be,  and  is  apt  to 
break  down  at  almost  any  time,  and  the  nearest 
ladder  is  at  Monument  square,  three  or  four  rniles 
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away.  At  any  time  there  is  apt  to  be  a  catas- 
trophe in  Jamaica  Plain,  and  I  don't  wish  to  be 
the  one  who  is  partly  responsible  for  it  by  giving 
my  vote  to  a  cut  in  the  budget  that  will  prevent 
proper  apparatus  from  being  purchased.  Then, 
take  the  situation  of  the  Police  Department  in 
the  district  I  represent,  which  takes  in  Station  3. 
They  very  much  need  something  new  in  the  way 
of  an  ambulance  and  a  patrol  wagon,  or  com- 
bination wagon.  We  have  almost  two  thirds  of 
the  Park  Department  in  our  district,  and  with  the 
automobile  situation  today  there  are  continual 
accidents.  Therefore,  I  certainly  believe  there 
should  be  an  ambulance,  as  well  as  a  patrol  wagon, 
or  combination  wagon,  not  only  in  my  district,  but 
probably  for  every  house  in  Boston.  I  am  against 
cuts,  because  otherwise,  when  men  working  for 
the  department  are  pensioned  off,  there  will  not 
be  money  enough  to  replace  them.  I  believe  also 
that  a  cut  in  the  budget  will  affect  not  only  the 
Police  and  Fire  Departments,  but  the  Health 
Department  and  the  nurses  in  the  City  Hospital. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  budget  will  stand  as 
submitted  by  the  Mayor. 

Coun.  FINLEY — Mr.  President,  in  order  that 
I  may  make  clear  my  personal  position  in  regard 
to  this  budget,  I  have  prepared  a  statement. 
We  are  called  upon  today  as  members  of  this 
Body  to  consider  and  vote  upon  the  most  im- 
portant function  which  comes  before  us  during 
the  entire  year,  namely,  the  municipal  budget  as 
submitted  to  us  by  the  Mayor  of  our  city.  Repre- 
senting the  largest  voting  constituency  in  the 
entire  city,  Ward  20,  a  district  comprising  the 
major  part  of  Roslindale  and  all  of  West  Rox- 
bury,  and  a  district  which  has  had  a  tremendous 
and  continued  growth  in  the  past  ten  years  with 
an  assessed  valuation  of  property  of  approximately 

•fifty  million  dollars,  I  desire  to  make  this  state- 
ment of  my  personal  observations  and  conclu- 
sion upon  this  very  important  subject.  Realizing 
the  responsibility  of  voting  intelligently  in  the 
best  interest  of  all  the  people  I  represent,  I  have 
given  careful  study  to  this  problem  and  I  am 
convinced  that  the  budget  as  presented  by  the 
Mayor  should  receive  our  approval  for  the  follow- 
ing reasons.  This  budget  was  finally  presented 
to  the  Council  by  the  Mayor  after  months  of 
conscientious  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  recently 
departed  Budget  Commissioner,  Mr.  Francis 
Murray,  who,  in  my  opinion,  gave  such  devotion 

Ho  his  job  in  presenting  a  budget  that  would 
be  as  low  as  it  could  possibly  be  presented  with- 
out curtailing  personnel,  and  the  various  necessary 
services  which  the  taxpayers  are  entitled  to, 
that  it  impaired  his  health  and  hastened  his 
untimely  death.  The  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions has  given  consideration  to  the  budget  after 
hearing  the  views  of  the  men  in  charge  of  the 
various  departments  of  the  city.  In  their  judg- 
ment, the  majority  of  the  committee  are  recom- 
mending a  further  reduction  of  $600,000  in  the 
budget  as  presented  by  the  Mayor.  I  would 
like  to  call  to  your  attention  the  effect  that  this 
further  cut,  as  suggested  by  the  committee,  will 
have  on  the  carrying  out  of  the  necessary  and 
essential  work  of  the  various  departments  of 
the  city  from  information  which  I  have  received 
from  the  respective  department  officials.  The 
following  comments  have  been  made  by  them  on 
the  items  affected  by  the  recommendation  of  our 
Appropriation  Committee  majority  report.  In 
regard  to  the  Public  Works  Department,  if  the 
proposed  cut  is  put  into  effect  it  will  be  necessary 
to  lay  off  a  great  many  men  because  there  will 
not  be  materials  or  equipment  for  them  to  work 
with.  As  regards  the  reduction  in  the  Water 
Division  of  the  Public  Works  Department,  we 
will  be  unable  to  collect  the  money  we  ought  to 
collect  to  make  the  department  self-supporting. 
As  to  the  City  Hospital,  if  a  superintendent  of 
nurses  is  not  provided  for  the  hospital  will  not 
only  be  crippled  in  its  nursing  service,  but  it  will 
lose  its  rating  as  a  training  school  for  nurses, 
which  is  of  the  highest  importance.  Referring  to 
the  Public  Buildings  Department,  the  Public 
Buildings  Commissioner  says  if  the  cut  proposed 
is  put  into  effect  there  will  be  great  danger  of 
closing  the  shower  baths  and  swimming  pools  in 
public  buildings;  that  baby  clinics,  tuberculosis 
clinics,  library  and  gymnasium  facilities  would  be 
curtailed,  and  perhaps  discontinued  as  well  as 
distribution  stations  of  the  Public  Welfare.  And, 
in  addition,  there  will  be  possible  lay-offs  of  all 
employees  connected  with  these,  such  as  cus- 
todians, janitors,  firemen  and  cleaners.  Speaking 
of  the  Reserve  Fund,  it  is  very  risky  business  to 


reduce  the  amount  of  this  fund.  Out  of  it  all 
claims  for  damages  that  are  passed  by  the  Claims 
Committee  of  the  City  Council  are  paid  and  all 
executions  against  the  city  of  Boston.  If  the 
fund  is  exhausted  all  such  resolutions  and  orders 
of  the  Council  would  have  to  be  vetoed  and 
executions  could  not  be  paid,  resulting  in  the 
attachment  of  city  property  and  grave  injury 
to  the  credit  of  the  city.  Commissioner  Long 
says  of  the  Park  Department  that  he  cannot 
function  if  his  department  is  cut  as  planned. 
He  will  have  to  sell  horses,  as  he  will  not  have 
enough  money  to  feed  them,  and  being  unable 
to  buy  proper  materials  and  equipment  it  will 
be  necessary  to  lay  off  eleven  men  at  once.  For 
the  Fire  Department,  $300,000  was  originally 
asked  for  new  apparatus.  This  was  reduced  to 
$100,000  and  then  to  $75,000.  It  is  now  pro- 
posed to  wipe  out  this  altogether.  It  would  be 
false  and  dangerous  economy.  The  intention  is 
only  to  replace  antiquated  machines,  some  of  them 
fifteen  to  twenty  years  old,  with  solid  rubber  tires 
and  engines  so  far  gone  that  they  cannot  climb 
hills.  With  such  equipment  as  this  a  one-alarm 
fire  can  easily  develop  into  a  three-alarm  fire  or  a 
great  conflagration.  This  apparatus  is  earnestly 
needed.  I  might  here  give  just  a  little  data  in 
regard  to  the  situation  in  the  Fire  Department 
with  respect  to  apparatus.  Engine  45  and  Ladder 
25,  in  District  13,  have  to  cover  five  miles  with 
the  following  apparatus, — a  hose  wagon  that  was 
purchased  January  4,  1924;  a  fire  pump  purchased 
January  18,  1923;  a  ladder  truck  purchased 
September  18,  1923;  a  spare  car  for  use  in  salting 
hydrants,  and  so  forth,  purchased  in  1928. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  you  realize  the  size  of 
that  district  and  that  it  has  grown  and  grown 
tremendously.  It  is  a  district  comprising  thous- 
ands of  one  and  two  family  homes.  And  still 
we  have  that  situation,  where  the  apparatus  is 
absolutely  obsolete.  I  know  from  my  personal 
knowledge  that  that  apparatus  cannot  take  the 
various  hills  of  the  district  except  in  second  speed. 
I  know  from  personal  knowledge  of  a  very  serious 
accident  that  might  have  resulted  fatally,  where 
a  young  lady  in  the  district  had  purchased  a  car, 
which  she  had  owned  for  one  week,  which  she 
had  parked  on  Currimins  Highway,  near  the 
Municipal  Building,  in  an  apparently  safe  place, 
which  was  demolished  by  being  struck  with  faulty 
apparatus,  through  a  fault  in  the  steering  gear 
of  the  apparatus.  While  the  young  lady  lost 
her  case  in  court,  I  am  happy  to  say  that,  through 
the  assistance  of  the  Council  and  legislative 
representatives,  she  was  reimbursed.  Fortunately, 
the  result  of  the  accident  was  not  worse.  The 
apparatus  there  has  to  respond  as  far  as  the 
Dedham,  Newton  and  Hyde  Park  lines,  and  at 
Forest  Hills,  all  over  the  West  Roxbury  district. 
Apparatus  from  Roslindale  square  has  to  go 
great  distances,  at  times  leaving  that  entire 
district  unprotected,  there  being  no  other  appa- 
ratus to  cover  it,  and,  in  fact,  even  endangering 
the  fire  house  itself  which  is.  in  close  proximity  to 
three-family  homes.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the 
members  of  the  Council  will  particularly  con- 
sider the  necessity  for  new  apparatus  in  that 
great  suburban  section.  It  may  add  four  cents 
on  a  thousand  dollars  to  the  tax  rate,  but  I  con- 
tend that  it  is  absolutely  imperative  that  some- 
thing be  done,  and  done  now,  for  the  safety  of 
the  public  in  that  great  section  of  Boston.  As 
to  the  Police  Department,  proper  equipment  of 
the  Police  Department  is  necessary  if  we  are  to 
cope  with  crime.  Patrol  wagons  are  antiquated 
and  must  be  replaced  as  well  as  motorcycles. 
In  view  of  the  statements  made  by  the  depart- 
ment officials  of  the  city,  who  are  recognized 
authorities  in  municipal  affairs,  it  must  be  evi- 
dent to  the  members  of  this  Council  that  any 
attempt  to  cut  this  budget  along  the  lines  sug- 
gested would  be  to  adopt  a  penny  wise  and  pound 
foolish  form  of  economy.  I  wish  to  emphasize 
the  fact  that  the  amount  of  saving  to  the  tax- 
payer, if  the  $600,000  is  eliminated,  will  amount 
to  39  cents  on  the  tax  rate,  and  while  I  yield 
to  no  member  of  the  Council  in  my  desire  to 
effect  economies  and  reduce  the  load  of  the  over- 
burdened taxpayer,  I  realize  that  the  taxpayers 
of  Boston  demand  and  are  entitled  to  every 
consideration  in  the  form  of  the  necessary  service 
which  should  be  rendered  to  them.  I  therefore 
strongly  urge  the  members  of  the  Council  to  vote 
for  the  budget  as  presented  by  the  Mayor. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— Mr.  President,  let  me 
at  this  time  extend  my  congratulations  to  the 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  for 
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their  work  on  our  annual  budget.  No  committee 
ever  went  about  its  work  more  diligently,  more 
painstakingly,  than  this  committee.  While  a 
member  of  the  committee,  I  was  not  able  to  attend 
the  meetings  as  regularly  or  for  as  long  a  time  as 
I  would  have  liked,  because  I  had  to  spend  most 
of  my  available  time  at  the  hospital,  where  I  had 
sickness.  But,  gentlemen,  this  committee  has 
done  a  splendid  piece  of  work.  Therefore,  while 
I  am  not  in  sympathy  with  all  the  cuts,  neverthe- 
less I  am  going  to  vote  for  the  revised  budget  as 
submitted  by  the  committee  this  afternoon,  feeling 
that  if  the  departments  need  money  later  it  will 
be  forthcoming.  So  I  hope  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee will  be  accepted  as  submitted,  and  I  again 
congratulate  the  committee. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN— Mr.  President,  although 
I  was  not  a  member  of  the  Appropriations  Com- 
mittee and  did  not  attend  the  meetings  of  the 
committee,  I  want  to  make  a  statement  at  this 
time.  This  is  my  sixth  year  as  a  member  of  the 
Boston  City  Council,  and  I  feel  that  my  record  for 
economy  in  those  years  will  compare  favorably 
with  that  of  any  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations.  I  do  feel,  judging  by  the  results 
of  the  committee's  report  here  today,  that  there 
is  an  attempt  on  their  part  to  cut  out  items  in 
the  budget  without  in  any  was  hurting  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  City  of  Boston.  But  I  feel  that  they 
have  lost  sight  of  one  very  important  and  salient 
fact  in  so  doing.  You  cannot  keep  men  working 
if  you  cut  out  materials  and  supplies  that  those 
men  need  in  order  to  carry  on  their  occupations. 
That  is  something  that  has  been  more  or  less 
overlooked. 

Coun.  KILROY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  gentleman  a  question. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN— I  don't  yield.  I  did  not 
interrupt  you.  I  have  no  desire  to  make  lengthy 
remarks.  I  feel  that  the  committee  may  have 
been  sincere  in  their  effort,  and  they  undoubtedly 
devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  to  their  duty,  and  are 
to  be  congratulated  in  that  respect.  But  I  do  feel 
that  they  overstepped  the  mark  in  carrying  out 
their  economy.  I  feel  that  they  have  cut  some 
very  vital  items,  and  I  fear  that  in  the  future  we 
may  run  into  a  situation  where  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, the  Police  Department  or  the  Public  Works 
Department  are  going  to  be  very  much  embar- 
rassed if  the  Boston  City  Council  votes  for  this 
greatly  reduced  budget.  Just  one  word  more. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee  —  and  again  I  do 
not  doubt  his  sincerity  —  said  that  this  is  the 
most  extravagant  and  wasteful  budget  that  has 
been  sent  in  for  years,  and  yet,  after  careful  study, 
they  have  eliminated  37  cents  per  thousand  from 
the  budget.  Actions  speak  louder  than  words. 
If  this  is  the  most  extravagant  and  wasteful  budget 
that  has  ever  been  sent  in,  and  they  have  sug- 
gested cutting  out  only  37  cents,  I  don't  think 
that  demonstrates  the  fact  that  the  budget  is 
wasteful  and  extravagant.  I  am  for  safe  and  sane 
economy,  first,  last  and  always.  In  spite  of  the 
quotations  from  Lincoln  and  others,  I  still  think 
that  we  have  to  use  horse  sense  in  culling  from 
the  budget.  The  budget  represents  the  life  of  the 
city.  It  is  what  we  run  our  departments  on. 
The  citizens  of  Boston  want  service,  they  want 
fire  apparatus,  they  want  their  streets  repaved, 
their  sewers  cleaned.  When  there  is  no  money 
to  clean  out  catch-basins  jou  have  all  kinds  of 
odors  over  a  district,  and  you  cannot  answer  the 
protest  by  simply  saying  that  there  was  no  money 
appropriated  for  the  purpose.  We  have  had  that 
happen  in  the  last  few  years.  We  have  to  have 
funds  to  carry  on  the  proper  routine  of  the  city, 
and  if  we  have  such  additional  cuts  as  are  pro- 
posed in  the  revised  budget  here  today  I  feel  that 
we  cannot  run  the  city  in  a  proper  and  orderly 
fashion.  I  am  going  to  vote  for  the  budget, 
because  we  must  have  a  budget,  but  I  hope  that 
it  will  be  the  original  budget  that  the  Mayor 
sent  in. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  I  have 
been  trying  to  get  recognized  here  for  the  last 
hour,  with  the  hope  that  I  might  say  a  few  words 
that  would  help  in  throwing  light  upon  this  matter 
and  assisting  members  of  the  Council  in  deter- 
mining their  action  upon  the  budget.  As  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  for 
the  last  four  years,  let  me  say  that  I  am  not  in 
sympathy  with  the  major  cuts  here  proposed.  I 
would  like  to  say  just  a  word  in  answer  to  a  state- 
ment made  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  to 
the  effect  that  it  is  the  most  wasteful  and  extrava- 
gant budget  that  the  City  Council  has  ever  passed 


upon.  As  we  have  heard  a  number  of  quotations 
this  afternoon,  let  me,  as  "Al"  Smith  says,  go 
into  the  record.  Taking  the  appropriations  for 
city  maintenance,  exclusive  of  loans  passed  by 
the  City  Council,  in  1934  the  City  Council  by  a 
vote  of  eighteen  to  four  passed  a  budget  of  $36,- 
0J4.063.30.  or  $3,297,381.56  more  than  the  budget 
of  1937.  In  1935  the  Council  passed  by  a  vote 
of  seventeen  to  four  a  budget  comprising  the  total 
sum  of  §32,292,642.34;  and  in  1936,  by  a  vote 
of  seventeen  to  four,  the  Council  passed  a  budget 
of  S34.235,210.34,  or  81,478,528.40  more  than  the 
present  budget  of  S32,756,681.94.  So.  on  the 
record,  there  is  nothing  to  indicate  that  this  is  the 
most  wasteful  and  extravagant  budget.  Of  course, 
we  are  for  economy,  but,  as  the  previous  speaker 
has  said,  sane  economy.  We  are  losing  sight  of 
one  most  important  thing,  and  that  is  that  if  these 
W.  P.  A.  projects  are  closed  down  because  of  in- 
sufficient sums  of  money,  the  members  of  the 
Council  will  be  besieged  by  men  and  women 
looking  for  an  opportunity  to  work,  which  will 
be  denied  by  reason  of  lack  of  appropriations  for 
the    various    projects. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent ,  we  have  heard  a  good  deal  about  employees  of 
the  city  being  affected  if  this  revised  budget  is 
passed.  If  the  gentleman  from  East  Boston  will 
scrutinize  the  revised  budget,  he  will  find  that 
\\  .  P.  A.  projects  come  under  Item  H,  and  Item 
II  is  not  touched  anywhere  in  the  report  of  your 
committee.  I  realize  that  the  hour  is  late,  and  I 
am  not  going  into  the  details  in  answering  the 
arguments  of  the  Mayor's  spokesmen.  I  do,  how- 
ever, wish  to  assure  the  members  of  the  Body 
through  you,  -Mr.  President,  that  your  Committee 
.],  Appropriations  did  not  promenade  the  deck  of 
t  lie  good  ship  Boston  with  a  pail  of  C.  C.  C.  pills  and 
a  gallon  of  iodine,  for  what  they  couldn't  see  giving 
you  a  pill  and  for  what  they  could  see  giving  you 
iodine.  We  went  into  this  budget  very  carefully. 
We  spent  a  lot  of  time  on  it.  far  more  time  perhaps 
than  has  been  given  by  some  of  the  members  who 
are  criticizing  the  committee.  You  heard  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  state  that  the  budget 
in  its  original  form  would  have  meant  a  tax  rate  of 
$42.  We  have  been  attempting  to  bring  the  budget 
down  to  a  point  where  there  would  be  a  tax  rate  of 
$38.  It  is  my  humble  opinion,  in  view  of  the 
figures  that  confront  us.  that  we  cannot  avoid 
having  a  tax  rate  of  at  least  $38.60.  Let  us  be 
practical  when  we  are  talking  about  the  Fire 
Department,  the  Police  and  other  departments. 
The  people  today  want  to  have  a  police  officer  meet 
the  criminal  and  not  drive  by  him.  Let  us  be 
practical  and  look  at  the  plight  of  the  taxpayer. 
During  my  eight  years  of  public  service  I  have 
found  that  there  were  always  two  groups,  one 
representing  those  opposing  any  form  of  expendi- 
ture of  public  funds  and  the  others  who  would 
expend  needlessly,  without  regard  to  the  tax- 
payers, enormous  sums  of  money.  Your  com- 
mittee considered  the  great  middle  class  of  citizens, 
who  are  too  busy  on  their  daily  tasks,  working 
hard  in  order  to  earn  the  money  to  meet  the  taxes, 
to  go  before  legislative  committees  or  budget  com- 
mittees of  the  City  Council,  but  who  mutely  stand 
by,  hoping  that  the  confidence  they  have  imposed 
in  their  councilors  and  their  legislators  will  not  be 
misplaced  and  that  their  representatives  will  not 
vote  money  that  will  be  used  needlessly.  Your 
committee  has  had  only  one  thought  in  mind,  sir, 
and  that  is  for  the  taxpayer,  and  your  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  with  the  aid  of  its  chairman, 
has  given  to  the  taxpayer  the  first  relief  he  has  had 
in  at  least  eight  vears. 

Coun.  DOHERTV— Mr.  President,  I  wish  first 
to  take  this  opportunity  to  congratulate  the  chair- 
man upon  the  wonderful  work  he  has  done  as  far 
as  this  budget  is  concerned.  As  a  non-member  of 
the  committee.  I  sat  here  day  after  day  when 
different  department  heads  came  before  the  com- 
mittee and  explained  the  reasons  why  their  appro- 
priations should  stand  up  in  the  budget.  I 
wonder  if  anybody  realizes  that  the  chairman  of 
the  Street  Commission,  who  drew  up  this  budget, 
has  resigned;  that  Public  Works  Commissioner 
Carven,  who  draw  up  the  budget  for  his  depart- 
ment, has  resigned;  that  Doctor  Keeler.  who  drew 
up  the  budget  of  the  Health  Department,  has 
died;  that  our  Budget  Commissioner  died;  and 
that  different  people  who  drew  up  budgets  for 
their  department  have  had  mishaps  and  that 
others  had  to  appear  before  the  committee  and 
represent  them.  They  say  that  an  intelligent 
man  can  change  his  opinion.  For  three  years  I 
have  voted  with  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston 
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as  far  as  the  budget  is  concerned,  but  this  year 
I  sat  in  there  with  the  Appropriations  Committee 
and  heard  heads  or  representatives  of  the  depart- 
ments come  before  the  committee  and  give  reasons 
why  we  should  vote  for  their  appropriations. 
Some  of  the  men  who  came  before  the  committee 
never  saw  the  budget  before  they  came  up.  The 
chairman  of  the  Park  Commission,  as  one  of  the 
speakers  here  has  said,  came  before  the  com- 
mittee with  requested  appropriation  of  $1,500 
for  additional  help,  and  when  Councilor  Kilroy 
asked  him  how  twenty-five  men  were  going  to  be 
employed  for  three  months  on  $1,500,  said,  "There 
is  a  mistake  here.  I  have  been  double-crossed." 
If  the  Park  Commissioner  has  been  double-crossed, 
how  can  members  of  the  committee  or  members 
of  the  Council  vote  honestly  for  the  budget? 
I  listened  to  the  member  from  Ward  14  (Coun. 
Rosenberg)  when  he  said  something  about  the 
animals  in  Franklin  Park  having  to  suffer  for  lack 
of  food.  Well,  I  have  heard  the  gentleman  before 
talk  about  his  anxiety  about  lack  of  food  for  the 
animals,  when  there  was  no  food  for  poor  people. 
Three  weeks  ago  he  made  a  speech  on  the  floor  of 
the  Council  demanding  traffic  lights  in  his  districti 
on  Blue  Hill  avenue,  and  spoke  on  the  radio  along 
the  same  lines,  but  he  is  now  talking  about  food 
for  the  animals,  and  has  apparently  forgotten 
about  the  people  on  Blue  Hill  avenue  being 
slaughtered.  I  listened  to  the  councilor  from 
Ward  20  making  an  eloquent  plea  for  fire  apparatus. 
Well,  I  know  something  about  fire  apparatus, 
and  I  know  something  about  the  lack  of  sufficient 
men  to  man  apparatus.  There  is  plenty  of 
apparatus,  Mr.  President.  Only  a  short  time  ago 
I  was  coming  home  from  Dorchester  and  happened 
to  run  into  a  very  severe  fire  up  here  off  Washing- 
ton street  in  Roxbury.  There  were  all  kinds  of 
apparatus  on  Ruggles  street  and  on  Shawmut 
avenue,  and  I  stopped  to  look  at  the  fire.  I 
happened  to  be  a  member  of  the -City  Council 
and  was  able  to  get  within  the  fire  lines.  It  was 
a  bad  fire,  but  there  was  so  much  apparatus  there 
that  they  could  not  operate  it.  A  lot  of  it  had 
to  be  parked,  and  my  own  car  was  in  front  of 
some  of  this  apparatus  that  could  not  be  used. 
Somebody  jumped  from  a  building  and  suffered  a 
broken  back  and  a  broken  leg.  I  asked  what 
had  happened,  and  found  out,  and  said,  "Call  the 
ambulance  and  have  this  person  taken  to  the 
City  Hospital."  They  seemed  to  be  more  anxious 
lo  find  out  how  the  person  was  hurt  than  to  have 
the  sufferer  taken  care  of.  Afterwards  she  was 
carried  to  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  with  a  broken 
back  and  broken  leg.  But  what  was  the  situation 
up  there?  There  was  plenty  of  apparatus,  too 
much  apparatus.  I  had  my  car  parked  on  Warren 
street  and  the  fire-fighting  apparatus  was  parked 
in  back  of  that,  and  couldn't  get  at  the  fire.  There 
waB  plenty  of  apparatus,  that  couldn't  be  used, 
and  not  enough  men.  I  believe  right  now,  as  far 
as  fire  apparatus  is  concerned,  that  we  have 
enough.  If  there  were  enough  men,  instead  of  so 
much  apparatus,  there  would  be  no  need  of  these 
first,  second  and  third  alarms.  What  is  needed 
is  150  additional  firemen,  and  then  you  would 
not  have  the  trouble  you  have  at  the  present  time. 
I  spoke  to  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  Fire 
Department  before  the  Appropriations  Committee, 
asking  how  many  men  were  in  the  Fire  Depart- 
men  when  Mayor  Mansfield  took  office.  They 
are  appointing  seventy  men  to  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment in  1937,  but  in  1934,  when  the  present  Mayor 
took  office,  there  were  150  more  men  in  the  Fire 
Department  than  there  are  now;  so  that  the 
appointment  of  these  seventy  new  ,  men  still 
leaves  the  department  short  eighty  men  as  com- 
pared with  that  time.  I  want  to  thank  the 
chairman  of  the  Appropriations  Committee  for  the 
wonderful  work  he  has  done,  because  we  are  cutting 
out  the  contractors.  Did  you  ever  stop  to  think 
of  how  many  men  have  been  appointed  to  the 
Public  Works  Department  since  the  present  Mayor 
took  office?  Not  one.  Who  are  the  ones  who- 
are  driving  the  swill  and  ash  trucks?  Men  from 
the  Public  Welfare  Department.  They  have 
taken  men  from  relief  and  put  them  on  that  work, 
giving  them  $15  to  $22  a  week,  taking  the  place  of 
men  who  had  received  $30  a  week,  men  who  were 
efficient  and  responsible  and  who  did  a  good  day's 
work.  I  believe  if  the  Mayor  of  Boston  stopped 
that  sort  of  thing  and  put  on  100  additional  men, 
instead  of  reducing  the  number  of  men  in  the  city's 
service,  it  would  relieve  the  situation  and  would 
also  relieve  the  strain  on  the  Soldiers'  Relief  De- 
partment. Peolple  would  have  an  opportunity 
to  go  to  work. 


Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
I  want  to  go  along  with  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. I  feel  that  the  chairman  has  worked 
diligently,  hard  and  successfully  to  bring  in  a 
report  that  is  an  adequate  one,  one  strictly  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  members  of  this 
Council.  I  am  going  to  go  along  with  him  today, 
because  I  realize  that  at  the  head  of  the  city  we 
have  a  man  who  is  incapable  of  properly  repre- 
senting the  taxpayers  of  Boston.  I  feel,  because 
of  the  work  that  our  chairman  has  done,  as  well 
as  the  other  members  of  the  committee,  and  as  a 
result  of  my  conversations  with  him  in  reference 
to  the  deductions,  that  the  decreases  are  fair  and 
that  the  committee  are  to  be  particularly  com- 
mended for  eliminating  the  pet  contractors  who 
have  been  receiving  gift  contracts  in  our  city. 
I  am  going  to  cast  my  vote  today  for  the  amended 
budget. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  as  perhaps  the 
oldest  consecutive  member  of  the  Council  with 
the  exception  of  yourself,  I  certainly  want  to 
congratulate  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  say- 
ing that  he  has  done  one  of  the  most  effective  and 
splendid  jobs  that  I  have  seen  done  by  a  chairman 
of  the  Appropriations  Committee  in  the  eleven 
years  I  have  been  here.  I  know  that  the  tax- 
payers of  Boston  will  never  forget  the  name  of 
Councilor  Agnew  and  the  work  he  has  done  in 
cutting  this  budget  down.  Understand  that  the 
budget  we  are  voting  upon  today  is  not  only  the 
amended  budget  of  our  committee  but  also  the 
budget  as  amended  by  the  Mayor  himself,  cutting 
off  some  $900,000  from  the  budget  he  originally 
submitted.  And  what  does  this  resulting  reduc- 
tion from  the  budget  as  originally  presented, 
$1,500,000  really  mean?  It  means  a  reduction  of 
90  cents  jn  the  tax  rate,  and  the  action  of  the 
members  of  this  Body  from  all  sections  in  making 
this  reduction  in  the  original  budget,  will  mean  a 
saving  to  the  man  or  woman  owning  a  little  home 
of  90  cents  per  thousand  in  the  tax  rate.  That 
is  what  you  are  voting  on  today,  gentlemen, 
nothing  else,  and  those  gentlemen  who  are  today, 
as  they  feel,  standing  by  the  Mayor,  should 
realize  now  that  they  are  not  only  voting  on  the 
Council  committee's  recommendations  but  on  the 
cut  from  the  budget  by  the  Mayor  of  $900,000. 
Do  I  understand  that  they  want  to  bring  into  this 
Council  the  original  budget  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  which  is  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  more 
than  the  budget  upon  which  we  are  about  to  vote? 
Oh,  I  wonder  what  the  men  and  women  living  in 
my  district,  struggling  along  unable  to  pay  the 
taxes  on  their  houses,  assessed  for  $7,000,  $8,000 
or  $10,000,  would  think  of  Dowd  if  I  voted  to 
increase  their  tax  rate  90  cents?  And  that  is 
what  it  would  mean,  if  we  were  to  stand  by  the 
original  budget  submitted  by  the  Mayor.  There 
seems  to  be  only  one  argument  that  we  have 
heard  from  those  who  are  opposing  this  revision, 
and  that  is  "Apparatus."  Well,  we  have  already 
heard  answers  to  that  from  members  of  this 
Body,  and  so  far  as  the  Police  Department  is  con- 
cerned, let  me  say  this.  They  want  $65,000  for 
patrol  wagons.  The  patroL--wagons  they  have 
are  good  enough.  What  do  they  use  them  for? 
To  go  around  at  midnight  picking  up  some  poor 
fellow  who  is  intoxicated  and  struggling  to  get 
home.  So  far  as  the  Fire  Department  is  con- 
cerned, and  its  request  for  new  apparatus,  I  would 
like  to  have  a  new  automobile  every  year,  but 
when  you  can't  afford  it  there  is  no  sense  in  try- 
ing to  purchase  it.  The  Fire  Commissioner  asked- 
$300,000  for  apparatus.  The  Mayor  cut  the 
figure  to  $100,000,  and  then  cut  it  further  to 
$75,000,  feeling  that  they  did  hot  need  the  appara- 
tus. Included  in  that  appropriation  are  eight 
new  shiny  automobiles  for  the  fire  chiefs  to  ride 
around  in.  Are  you  going  to  give  them  new 
machines  every  time  they  say  so?  I  don't  believe 
the  Council  is.  So  far  as  W.  P.  A.  is  concerned, 
the  committee  has  not  cut  one -five-cent  piece  out. 
The  only  man  who  has  cut  the  appropriation  for 
that  is  the  Mayor  of  Boston.  And  I  would  say  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Rosenberg), 
whether  he  knows  it  or  not,  that  there  are  only 
one  or  two  items  cut  in  the  City  Hospital  appro- 
priation, amounting  perhaps  to  $4,500.  He  is 
wrong  when  he  said  that  the  budget  of  the  City 
Hospital  has  been  tampered  with.  And  the  few 
small  items  cut  have  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  employees  of  the  hospital.  Of  course,  this 
automobile  business  is  a  racket.  Everyone  wants 
a  new  automobile,  but,  thank  God,  we  are  now 
standing  on  our  feet  for  the  first  time,  showing 
that  we  are  not  a  rubber  stamp  Council,  that  we 
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are  not  following  the  dictation  of  an  inefficient, 
unintelligent,  dumb  Mayor,  the  present  chief 
executive  of  this  city.  I  again  want  to  congratu- 
late the  chairman  of  the  committee  and  to  say  to 
the  members  who  are  friendly  to  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  that  they  are  going  to  vote  one  way,  or 
there  will  not  be  any  budget  at  all.  We  are 
voting  upon  the  acceptance  of  this  revised  budget, 
including  a  cut  of  $900,000  by  the  Mayor  and 
$600,000  by  our  committee,  and  let  the  members 
of  the  Council  who  vote  against  this  budget  and 
against  the  taxpayers  of  this  district  realize  that 
the  taxpayers  will  later  have  something  to  say  to 
them. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  notice  that 
some  of  the  councilors  have  apologized  for  speak- 
ing, on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour.  Well. 
I  have  no  apologies  to  offer  for  speaking  at  a  time 
when  we  are  passing  upon  a  budget  involving 
$32,000,000.  There  are  one  or  two  items  in  this 
splendid  report  of  the  committee  that  bother  me — 
one  an  item  concerning  the  Port  Authority,  with 
which  former  Mayor  Fitzgerald  is  connected. 
I  would  ask  the  chairman  if  the  cut  in  the  Boston 
Port  Authority  is  $300,  and  not  $3,000,  as  men- 
tioned in  the  papers? 

Coun.  AGNEW— Yes. 

Coun.  WILSON— The  other  item  that  has 
bothered  me  is  the  fire  apparatus  proposition. 
But  I  have  been  informed  that  the  decrease  from 
$300,000  to  $100,000  by  the  Mayor  was  mainly 
aimed  at  fire  apparatus  and  not  other  vehicles, 
and  that  the  final  cut  made  from  $100,0011  to 
$75,000  represented  a  cut  of  a  piece  of  apparatus 
that  would  have  cost  $25,000;  and  when  the 
dust  has  all  settled  it  appears,  it  seems  that  this 
includes  some  six  or  eight  pleasure  automobile-, 
or  chiefs'  motor  vehicles,  and  has  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  any  such  hook  and  ladder  as 
Councilor  Finley  may  want  to  see  out  in  his  very 
extensive  ward.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  report  of 
the  committee.  I  frankly  admit,  even  though 
I  have  the  highest  regard  for  the  very  able  head 
of  the  Fire  Department,  that  I  agree  with  I  he 
committee's  view  of  the  proposed  automobiles 
for  that  department,  and  I  am  voting  for  (lie 
committee's  report  even  if  it  does  mean  :i  change 
in  diet  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  Franklin  ParK 
Zoo.  There  is  one  thing  I  would  like  to  clear  up. 
The  councilor  from  Ward  12  (Coun.  Brackman), 
if  I  understood  him  correctly,  pointed  out  that 
after  all  their  hours  of  effort  the  members  of  the 
committee  under  Chairman  Agnew  had  only  cut 
some  37  cents  from  the  tax  rate.  That  is  entirely 
contrary  to  the  point  of  view  I  hold  on  this  par- 
ticular budget.  When  it  came  in  originally  it 
contained  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  in. ire  than 
it  will  carry  if  this  revised  budget  is  passed  today. 
I  feel  that  the  attitude  of  the  Council  was  realiy 
instrumental  in  leading  the  Mayor  to  request 
a  cut  of  $900,000  from  his  original  figures,  and 
that  is  to  be  added  to  the  $600,000  the  committee 
have  now  reduced  the  budget.  As  somebody  has 
said,  the  Mayor's  additional  reduction  of  1900,000 
was  really  intended  to  beat  the  committee  to 
the  punch.  So  the  real  reduction  by  the  com- 
mittee runs  just  as  it  lies  here,  a  million  and  a 
half.  The  councilor  from  Ward  1  (Coun.  Selvi- 
tella),  with  the  figures  apparently  beside  him 
since  he  joined  the  administration  forces,  pointed 
out  that  this  is  really  a  very  modes!  and  eco- 
nomical budget  this  year,  that  it  represents  a 
considerable  saving  over  the  budgets  of  the  last 
"three  years.  Well,  the  only  way  to  properly 
read  the  figures  for  Mayor  Mansfield's  administra- 
tion is  to  take  the  amount  that  appeared  in  the 
budget  each  year  plus  the  loan  orders  to  pay 
current  bills.  Figuring  it  in  that  way.  and  taking 
the  figures  for  the  budget,  for  1934,  as  submitted 
by  the  councilor,  of  836,000,000,  you  must  then 
add  the  money  borrowed  for  that  year  to  pay 
current  bills,  $3,080,000.  In  1935,  instead  of 
borrowing  $3,080,000  to  pay  current  bills,  we 
borrowed  $10,000,000  for  that  purpose;  and 
in  1936,  while  the  budget  was  ostensibly  oulv 
$34,000,000,  we  borrowed  $6,000,000  to  pay 
current  bills;  and  for  the  year  1937,  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  our  committee  has  done  such  a 
splendid  job,  we  are  informed  that  the  city  will 
borrow  $4,500,000  to  pay  current  bills.  And  so 
I  say  that  this  is  a  wasteful  budget  this  year, 
more  wasteful  than  some  others  that  have  come 
in  even  in  recent  years, — just  as  all  the  budgets 
for  the  four  years  have  been  extremely  wasteful, 
although  Fred  has  borrowed  more  money  to 
pay  current  expenses  in  some  years  than  in  others. 
It  is  for  that  reason  that  I  am  in  favor  of  the 


report  of  the  committee.  I  had  in  mind  the 
item  of  $3,000  for  Port  Authority,  which  I  am 
glad  to  hear  was  an  error.  I  think,  too,  we  have 
all  learned  something  about  the  Fire  Department 
apparatus  item.  Realizing  the  valuable  work 
that  the  committee  has  done,  I  personally  shall 
vote  for  the  report  without  any  change  whatever. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  will  say 
very  briefly  that  I  attended  several  meetings  of  the 
committee  and  was  very  much  impressed  with  the 
care  with  which  they  went  into  their  work  and 
with  which  they  examined  the  items  in  comparison 
with  the  same  items  of  previous  years.  I  think 
they  are  very  much  to  be  congratulated  on  their 
efforts,  which  I,  as  one  member,  very  sincerely 
appreciate.  With  these  amendments,  however,  the 
budget  is  not  a  complete  budget.  That  is  not  the 
fault  of  the  committee,  but  of  the  Mayor,  because 
the  Mayor  did  not  send  in  a  complete  budget. 
He  has  not  included  complete  provisions  for 
Welfare  Department,  Soldiers'  Relief,  and  I 
believe  some  of  the  H  items.  It  is  not  a  complete 
budget.  Therefore,  when  the  amendments  are 
adopted,  as  I  suppose  they  will  be,  I  am  still  op- 
posed to  budgeting  in  this  form,  and  shall  vote 
against  it,  if  I  have  an  opportunity. 

President  FITZGERALD — The  question  is  on 
the  passage  of  the  revised  budget  as  recommended 
by  the  committee.  All  in  favor  will  say  aye,  all 
opposed  no,  and  the  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN— -Mr.  President,  I  rise  for 
information.  Are  we  voting  on  the  committee's 
amendments  or  on  the  budget  as  submitted  by  the 
Mayor?  Are  we  now  voting  on  the  budget  in  its 
entirety? 

President  FITZGERALD— We  are  voting  on  the 
budget  as  submitted  by  the  committee,  which 
includes  not  only  the  reductions  made  by  the 
Mayor  but  those  made  by  the  committee. 

Coun.  SELYITELLA— I  would  like  to  know 
whether  we  are  to  have  one  or  two  votes  taken  on 
the  budget? 

President  FITZGERALD— One  vote.  The 
question  is  on  the  passage  of  the  budget,  with  the 
reductions  made  by  the  Mayor  and  the  committee. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— And  there  is  to  be  no 
further  vote? 

President  FITZGERALD— Not  if  this  vote 
i-  sufficient   to  adopt   the  budget. 

The  revised  budget  as  reported  was  passed,  yeas 
2(1.  nays  0: 

Vi!-  Coun.  Agnew.  Brackman,  Doherty, 
Dowd,  Finley,  John  I.  Fitzgerald.  Peter  J.  Fitz- 
gerald, Gallagher,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy,  McGrath, 
Mellon,  Ceorge  A.  Murray,  Peter  A.  Murray, 
Norton,  Rosenberg,  Selvitella,  Shattuck,  Tobin, 
Wilson— 20. 

Nays— 0. 

CROSS   STREET   ONE   WAY. 

(dun   MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner,  through 
his     Honor    tin-    Mayor,    be    requested    to    make 
Cross  street.   Ward    2,  one  way  from   High  street 
to  Bartlett  street.  Charlestown. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ELEVATED      ENTRANCES      AND      EXITS, 
CITY    SQUARE. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  erect  entrances  and  exits 
to  and  from  the  Elevated  station  in  City  square, 
Charlestown,  so  that  pedestrians  entering  and 
leaving  the  station  will  have  means  of  avoiding 
the  hazardous  traffic  situation  which  exists  in 
City  square. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LEGALITY     OF     ELEYATED     BUS     LINE. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Law  Department,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  advise  the  City  Council 
as  to  the  legality  of  the  present  operation  of  the 
bus  line  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  now- 
running  between  City  square,  Charlestown,  and 
Chelsea  square,  Chelsea,  which  information  was 
requested  of  that  department  some  weeks  ago. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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REQUESTED    RESIGNATION    OF    MAYOR. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  request 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  resign  that  office  immedi- 
ately and  allow  the  President  of  the  City  Council 
to  fill  the  remaining  portion  of  his  term. 

The  order  was  declared  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Rules. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement.  I  have  intro- 
duced that  order,  which  you  have  declared  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Rules — a  very  specious 
reference — because  I  think  we  have  had  brought 
forth  today  additional  evidence  of  the  outrageous 
actions  of  which  the  Mayor  of  Boston  has  been 
guilty  during  his  term  of  office.  His  whole  conduct 
has  been  governed  and  directed  by  personalities 
and  not  by  any  broad  theory  of  government  which 
we  might  reasonably  expect  to  be  observed  by  a 
man  elected  to  this  high  office.  Instead  of  being 
actuated  by  lofty  governmental  theories,  we  can 
see  his  underlying  personal  animus  when  he 
simply  turns  around  and  slaps  men  in  the  face.  •  He 
has  fired  over  three  hundred  men  in  his  administra- 
tion, men  with  families,  poor  wage  earners,  capable 
of  doing  and  faithfully  doing  their  day's  work. 
Within  a  very  short  time  he  formed  his  own  petty 
little  companies,  the  actions  of  one  of  'which,  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company,  have  been 
brought  to  light  today,  dominated  by  Edmund 
Mansfield,  the  official  bagman  for  his  brother,  the 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

President  FITZGERALD— The  Chair  will  have 
to  remind  the  gentleman  that  he  must  not  indulge 

Coun.  MELLEN — The  alleged  Mayor  of  Boston, 
not  content  with  wrecking  the  City  of  Boston,  as 
Councilor  Dowd  has  pointed  out,  has  milked  the 
White  Fund,  intended  for  the  poor  of  Boston.  -I 
could  go  on  here  for  hours  telling  about  the  actions 
of  the  Mayor,  but  I  realize  the  lateness  of  the  hour. 
With  these  thoughts  in  mind,  however,  although 
knowing  that  the  order  would  be  killed,  as  such 
orders  usually  are,  I  have  introduced  this  order. 

The  order  stood  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules. 


DEATH    OF   HON.    WILLIAM    M.    BUTLER. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  now 
expresses  its  sorrow  on  the  death  of  the  Honorable 
William  M.  Butler  of  Boston,  former  member  of 
the  United  States  Senate  from  Massachusetts, 
and  close  adviser  of  the  late  President  Calvin 
Coolidge.  He  contributed  much  to  the  textile 
industry  of  New  England  and  was  an  able  and 
faithful  public  servant. 

Passed  by  unanimous  rising  vote. 


INFORMATION  RE  WILMINGTON 
AVENUE   LOTS. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Collector  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise  the 
City  Council  whether  in  the  matter  of  Land 
Court  proceedings  involving  lots  77,  92  and  134 
on  Wilmington  avenue,  in  Ward  17,  in  which 
decree  of  the  Land  Court  was  vacated  on  or 
about  November  18,  1936,  for  $692.69: 

(a)  The  1936  taxes  due  the  city  have  been  paid. 

(b)  The  amount  of  the  1936  taxes. 

(c)  By  what  person  the  taxes  were  paid. 

(d)  Whether  the  1936  taxes  are  now  due  and 
payable. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INJURY   OF  DANIEL  F.   BOWEN. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  with  reference  to  the 
sidewalk  injury  case  of  Daniel  F.  Bowen  against, 
the  City  of  Boston,  together  with  the  equity 
proceedings  arising  out  of  or  following  said  case: 

(a)  The  exact  amount  of  actual  cash  expense 
already  incurred  by  the  city. 

(b)  The  total  number  of  days  spent  in  court  by 
employees  of  the  Law  Department. 

(c)  The  approximate  cost  to  the  city  of  such 
services  as  have  been  rendered  by  the  Law  De- 
partment in  regard  to  said  case,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  time  actually  spent  by  officials  or 
employees  of  the  Law  Department  and  the  rate 
of  annual  salary  or  wages  paid  such  officials  or 
employees. 


ACTION     ON     GEORGE     ROBERT     WHITE 
FUND   AWARDS. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  in  view  of  recent  disclosures  re- 
garding the  awarding  of  contracts  amounting  to 
over  $120,000  of  the  George  Robert  White  Fund 
money  to  a  City  Hall  pet  contractor,  who  went 
into  business  after  the  present  administration  took 
office,  without  bids  or  without  the  approval  of 
recognized  non-political  building  experts,  that 
the  President  of  the  Boston  Bar  Association  and 
the  President  of  the  Boston  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce be  requested  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
resigning  in  protest  against  such  a  procedure  if 
the  above  facts  are  substantially  correct  or  to 
notify  his  Honor  the  Mayor  that  a  continuation 
of  such  methods  will  lead  to  their  resignations. 

President  FITZGERALD— The  Chair  will  have 
to  rule  that  order  out  of  order. 

Coun,  NORTON — Mr.  President,  what  is  wrong 
with  it? 

Coun.  KILROY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  amend  that  order. 

President  FITZGERALD— Councilor  Dowd's 
order  was  in  order,  but  this  is  not. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  speaking  to  a 
point  of  order,  I  first  want  to  speak  on  the  matter 
that  Councilor  Dowd  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  Council  today.  You  have  ruled  that  the 
order  I  have  offered  is  not  in  order.  Mr.  President, 
the  President  of  the  Council  is  on  that  board. 
The  City  Council,  therefore,  has  a  direct  interest 
in  that  George  Robert  White  Fund.  The  late 
George  Robert  White  specifically  designated  in 
his  will  that  the  presidents  of  the  Boston  Bar 
Association  and  the  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce 
serve  on  the  committee  charged  with  the  spending 
of  his  money,  over  $5,000,000,  in  the  interests  of 
the  people  of  Boston,  knowing  full  well  that 
these  honorable  men  would  not  countenance  the 
intrusion  of  City  Hall  politics  and  consequent 
waste  in  the  expenditure  of  the  money.  I  simply 
ask  that  these  men  consider  the  advisability  of 
resigning  from  the  committee,  or  notifying  the 
Mayor  of  Boston,  in  view  of  what  has  been  called 
to  our  attention  by  Councilor  Dowd,  that  if 
that  sort  of  thing  is  to  be  continued,  they  will 
automatically  resign.  Something  must  be  done 
to  protect  that  sacred  White  Fund  for  the  people 
of  Boston. 

President  FITZGERALD— The  Council  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  two  men  repre- 
senting the  Bar  Association  and  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 

Coun.  NORTON— Well,  the  Council  had 
nothing  to  do  with  former  Massachusetts  Senator 
Butler.  Nevertheless,  we  had  a  right  to  pass  a 
resolution  in  regard  to  him.  I  have  stood  here  in 
previous  years  on  annual  budgets  and  asked  that 
the  budget  be  reduced.  This  year  the  finest  job 
that  I  know  of  since  I  have  been  here  has  been 
consummated,  so  far  as  the  budget  is  concerned. 
I  think  the  chairman  of  the  Appropriations  Com- 
mittee is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  every  citizen  of 
Boston.  I  congratulate  the  Appropriations  Com- 
mittee, and  I  congratulate  the  Council  on  their 
independence.  What  has  been  said  here  today 
has  been  said  here  before  for  years  by  small 
minorities. 


RELIGIOUS   PROPAGANDA   ON   RADIO. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request  the 
Federal  Communications  Commission  to  investi- 
gate the  legality  of  radio  station  WMEX  allowing 
a  religious  sect  to  disseminate  religious  propa- 
ganda against  the  Catholic  Church. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT    TO     PARENTS    OF    MARY     G. 
DURANT. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  author- 
izing said  city  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  to  the 
parents  of  the  late  Mary  G.  Durant,  who  died  by 
drowning  at  the  Strandway  beach  on  August  20, 
1934,  provided  that  said  legislation  includes  a 
referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  at  7.12  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
KILROY,  to  meet  on  Monday,  April  12,  1937, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council- 


Monday,  April  12,  1937. 
Regular   meeting   of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
FITZGERALD    in     the    chair.     Absent,     Coun. 
Shattuck.  , 


NEW  COUNCILOR   MILDRED   M.  HARRIS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Election 
Commissioners  that  at  Special  City  Election  held 
in  Ward  9  on  March  30,  1937,  for  choice  of  one 
member  of  the  City  Council  to  fill  a  vacancy  for 
the  unexpired  term,  Mildred  M.  Harris,  36  Guild 
street,  Ward  9,  was  elected. 

Placed  on  file. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  7,  1937. 
To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — You  are  hereby  notified  that 
Mildred  M.  Harris,  having  been  duly  elected  to  be  a 
member  of  the  City  Council  from  Ward  9,  to  fill  a 
vacancy,  this  day  appeared  and  took  the  prescribed 
oaths  of  office  as  such  member, 
Before  me, 

Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor'. 
Placed  on  file. 

President  FITZGERALD  appointed  as  a  com- 
mittee to  escort  Councilor  Harris  into  the  chamber 
Coun.  Doherty  and  Dowd,  who  performed  the  duty 
assigned. 

Coun.  Harris  was  greeted  with  applause  upon 
entering  the  chamber. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  it  is  with  pleasure 
that  I  present  to  the  City  Council  our  new  colleague 
from  Ward  9,  Councilor  Harris.  (Applause.) 
>  President  FITZGERALD— In  the  name  of  all 
the  members  of  the  City  Council,  I  wish  to  welcome 
to  our  Body  Mrs.  Mildred  Gleason  Harris,  the  first 
woman  to  sit  in  this  chamber  as  a  representative 
of  the  people  since  the  beginning  of  the  city  govern- 
ment.    (Applause.) 


MINOR  APPOINTMENTS. 

The  Mayor  submitted  the  appointments  of 
Weighers  of  Coal  and  other  minor  officers  paid  by 
fees,  for  the  term  of  one  year  beginning  with  the 
first  day  of  May,  1937,  as  contained  in  City 
Document  No.  53. 

Laid  over  for  one  week  under  the  law. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   CONSTABLES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  12,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
Honorable  Body,  I  hereby  appoint  the  following- 
named  persons  constables  of  the  City  of  Boston 
for  the  term  of  one  year,  beginning  with  the  first 
day  of  May,  1937,  authorized  to  serve  civil  process 
upon  filing  bond. 

Since  under  the  law  all  constables'  terms  expire 
on  April  30  of  each  year,  the  commissions  of  all 
constables  not  named  herein  will  expire  on  April 
30,  1937,  and  such  constables  are  hereby  removed 
from  office  from  and  after  May  1,  1937,  for  the 
good  of  the  service. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Authorized  to  Serve  Civil  Process  Upon  Filing 
Bonds. 

William  A.  Amsie,  24  South  Munroe  terrace, 
Ward  16;  Henry  Atwood,  25  Dalrymple  street, 
Ward  11;  Samuel  C.  Baker,  35  Waumbeck  street, 
Ward  12;   Charles  A.  Bancroft,  32  Colorado  street, 


Ward  18;  David  Belson,  111  Kilsyth  road,  Ward 
21;  Joseph  L.  Bennett,  20  Deckard  street,  Ward 
12;  Carl  Birger  Berg,  301  Norfolk  street,  Ward  17; 
Alfred  Blaustein,  23  Fernboro  street,  Ward  14; 
Eugene  Blinderman,  116  Greenwood  street, 
Ward  14;  John  B.  Blotto,  599  South  street,  Ward 
19;  Abram  Bornstein,  1  Sunderland  street,  Ward 
12;  George  A.  Borofski,  213  Chestnut  Hill  avenue, 
Ward  22;  Thomas  F.  Brett,  45  Walter  street, 
Ward  18;  Charles  B.  Broad,  94  Corey  road, 
Ward  21;  Milton  Jacob  Bronstein,  87  Devon 
street,  Ward  14;  George  W.  Brooker,  121  Williams 
street,  Ward  11;  Francis  E.  Brown,  11  Tacoma 
street,  Ward  18;  Warren  A.  Brown,  107  Glen- 
ville  avenue,  Ward  21;  Louis  Budd,  23  Stowe 
road,  Ward  18;  Edgar  F.  Callahan,  84  Gordon 
street,  Ward  21;  Thomas  Cannizzaro,  96  H 
street,  Ward  6;  James  A.  Canton,  169  Glen  way 
street,  Ward  14;  Daniel  B.  Carmodv,  21  Wabeno 
street,  Ward  12;  Thomas  C.  Carr,  196  Savin 
Hill  avenue,  Ward  13;  Paul  J.  Cavicchi,  167 
Faneuil  street,  Ward  22;  William  K.  Coburn, 
116  Englewood  avenue,  Ward  21;  Sydney  Cohen, 
151  Woodrow  avenue,  Ward  14;  Henry  G.  Dahl- 
quist,  1743  Dorchester  avenue,  Ward  16;  Charles 
M.  Daley,  295  Huntington  avenue,  Ward  4; 
John  J.  Daunt,  68  Adamson  street,  Ward  22; 
Joseph  O.  DeSantis,  47  Reyem  Circle,  Ward  11; 
Americo  A.  DeSimone,  451  Meridian  street, 
Ward  1;  John  J.  Dillon,  32  Francis  street,  Ward 
10;  Joseph  Dinubile,  28  Porter  street,  Ward  1; 
Robert  E.  Donlan,  55  Penfield  street,  Ward  20; 
Walter  A.  Donlan,  9  High  View  avenue,  Ward 
20;  Stephen  J.  Dunleavy,  Jr.,  6  Enfield  street, 
Ward  19;  George  H.  Evans,  80  Clifford  street, 
Ward  12;  Thomas  Freedman,  7  Iola  street, 
Ward  14;  Paul  R.  Gast,  98  St.  Rose  street,  Ward 
11;  Frederick  J.  Galvin,  62  Tower  street,  Ward 
11;  Albert  G.  Gilbert,  688  Walk  Hill  street, 
Ward  14;  Maurice  J.  Click,  38  Holborn  street, 
Ward  12;  Louis  Goldberg,  55  Wildwood  street, 
Ward  14;  Samuel  Goldkrand,  59  Brookledge 
street,  Ward  12;  Marks  Goldstein,  31  Hiawatha 
road,  Ward  18;  Meyer  Goldstein,  1398  Common- 
wealth avenue,  Ward  21;  Samuel  Gordon,  85 
Lowell  street,  Ward  3;  Louis  Gorfinkle,  228 
Seaver  street,  Ward  12;  Solomon  Gorfinkle, 
228  Seaver  street,  Ward  12;  Sears  H.  Grant, 
645  Beacon  street,  Ward  5;  Salvatore  Grassa, 
791  Saratoga  street,  Ward  1;  Harry  Greenbaum, 
71  Goodale  road,  Ward  14;  William  C.  Gregory, 
98  Lake  street,  Ward  22;  John  F.  Halligan,  460 
Quincy  street,  Ward  15;  Abraham  M.  Hecht, 
59  Lome  street,  Ward  14;  Richard  Hegarty, 
26  Alexander  street,  Ward  13;  Joseph  Herman, 
93  Lucerne  street,  Ward  14;  David  E.  Horwitz, 
67  Astoria  street,  Ward  18;  John  H.  Howard, 
472  Gallivan  Boulevard,  Ward  16;  Jacob  Isgur, 
82  Lorna  road,  Ward  18;  Max  Jacobs,  49  Chambers 
street,  Ward  3;  Benjamin  Jacobson,  112  Hazle- 
ton  street,  Ward  14;  Harry  Kahn,  140  Seaver 
street,  Ward  12;  Spiros  Kaliris,  8  Auckland 
street,  Ward  13;  David  B.  Kaplan,  93  Lawrence 
avenue,  Ward  14;  Thomas  H.  King,  81  Roxbury 
street,  Ward  9;  David  Klayman,  502  Norfolk 
street,  Ward  18;  Charles  C.  Knibbs,  9  Park 
Vale  avenue,  Ward  21;  Bronis  Kontrim,  120 
Marine  road,  Ward  7;  Mark  H.  Krafsur,  447 
Norfolk  street,  Ward  14;  Nathan  Kravitsky, 
306  Washington  street,  Ward  14  Abraham 
Krinsky,  68  Johnston  road,  Ward  14;  Alfonso 
Lambiase,  166  Huntington  avenue,  Ward  4; 
Abraham  Landfield,  5  Leston  street,  Ward  14; 
Frank  F.  Lane,  41  Edgerly  road,  Ward  5;  Louis 
Levendorf,  4  Bower  street,  Ward  12;  Albert 
A.  Levine,  7  Quincy  street,  Ward  12;  Maurice 
Levine,  429  Warren  street,  Ward  12;  Anthony 
Luongo,  207  Princeton  street,  Ward  1;  Frank 
J.  Macchia,  4  Charter  street,  Ward  3;  Salvatore 
Maffei,  125  Faywood  avenue,  Ward  1;  Leslie 
P.  Mann,  16  Durham  street,  Ward  4;  Isie  Martin, 
12  Ashton  street,  Ward  14;  James  D.  Martin, 
42  Whitten  street,  Ward  16;  John  A.  May,  50 
Tonawanda  street,  Ward  17;  Daniel  McConologue, 

10  Ernst  street,  Ward  11;  John  M.  McCushing, 
19  Myrtle  street,  Ward  3;  John  T.  McGovern, 
34  Worcester  square,  Ward  8;  Harry  Meltzer, 
6    Sutton   street,    Ward    14;      William    P.    Miles, 

11  Groom  street,  Ward  7;  John  Milgroom,  57 
Stan  wood  street,  Ward  14;  John  J.  Miller,  45 
Nottinghill  road,  Ward  21;  Harold  C.  Mitchell, 
274  Brookline  avenue,  Ward  4;  Bernard  M. 
Mullen,  90  Homer  street,  Ward  1 ;  John  J.  Murphy, 
80  Sanborn  avenue,  Ward  20;  Patrick  H.  Murphv, 
25  Whitten  street,  Ward  16;  Nathan  Neitlich, 
178  Columbia  road,  Ward  14;  Edward  Ober, 
95'  Nightingale    street,    Ward    14;       Michael    W. 
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Ober,  44  Floyd  street,  Ward  14;  Bert  Oppenheim, 
1715  Commonwealth  avenue,  Ward  21;  Louis 
H.  Oppenheim,  7  Mt.  Hood  road,  Ward  21; 
Frederick  Partridge,  107  West  Cottage  street, 
Ward  8;  James  G.  Peters,  107  Sawver  avenue, 
Ward  13;  Phillip  S.  Phillips,  829  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
Ward  14;  George  N.  Pierce,  296  Dudley  street, 
Ward  8;  Leonard  M.  Pike,  54  Wilmington  avenue, 
Ward  17;  Max  Rabinovitz,  36  Wilder  street, 
Ward  14;  Louis  Richmond,  111  Waumbeck 
street,  Ward  12;  Benjamin  Rosengarten,  130 
Devon  street,  Ward  14;  Samuel  Rosengarten, 
32  Browning  avenue.  Ward  14;  William  T. 
Rosengarten,  165  Columbia  road,  Ward  14; 
John  Ruggiero,  13  Snow  Hill  street,  Ward  3; 
Albert  M.  Sacks,  19  Brenton  street,  Ward  14; 
Alfred  N.  Sarno,  22  Juniper  street,  Ward  9; 
Almerindo  Sarno,  1  Cedar  square,  Ward  9;  Samuel 
Shain,  36  Fessenden  street,  Ward  18;  Frank 
Shaw,  133  Pembroke  street,  Ward  4;  Sidney 
J.  Sheinfeld,  166  Rosseter  street,  Ward  14;  Isaac 
Shulman,  128  Devon  street,  Ward  14;  Joseph 
L.  Shurtleff,  504  Massachusetts  avenue,  Ward 
9;  Joseph  Simansky,  61  Wales  street,  Ward 
14;  Michael  F.  Simmons,  13  Woodville  park, 
Ward  8;  Abraham  S.  Singer,  9  Lawrence  avenue, 
Ward  14;  Henry  J.  D.  Small,  14  Windermere 
road,  Ward  13;  Leon  Small,  8  Collins  street. 
Ward  18;  Clifford  L.  Smith,  123  Maxwell  street, 
Ward  17;  Paul  Stancato,  185  Endicott  street, 
Ward  3;  Frank  J.  Staula,  83  Maple  street,  Ward 
18;  Jerome  Suvalle,  20  Wales  street,  Ward  14; 
Benjamin  J.  Tackeff,  52  Columbia  road.  Ward  14; 
Philip  Tepper,  4  Howland  street,  Ward  12; 
William  Tepper,  107  Devon  street,  Ward  14; 
Tobey  David,  88  Olney  street,  Ward  15;  Francis 
J.  Tobin,  29  Parsons  street,  Ward  22;  Joseph 
Tobisco,  149  Paris  street,  Ward  1;  Joseph  M. 
Torr,  133  Pembroke  street,  Ward  4;  Aber  Ucker- 
man,  21  Sonoma  street,  Ward  12;  Roman  J. 
Vasil,  11  Granada  avenue,  Ward  18;  Harry  A. 
Webber,  455  Massachusetts  avenue,  Ward  9; 
Abraham  I.  Weiss,  3  Howland  street.  Ward  12; 
Andrew  L.  Wessling,  11  Larkhill  road,  Ward 
20;  Sidney  Williams,  8  Hestia  park,  Ward  12; 
John  A.  Wragg,  62  Shepton  street,  Ward  16; 
Louis  Yacker,  1071  Blue  Hill  avenue.  Ward  14; 
Maurice  Zeeman,  1156  Commonwealth  avenue, 
Ward  21.     (Document  No.  54.) 

Laid  over  for  one  week  under  the  law 


VETO  OF  TRANSFER  FROM  TRANSIT 

DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  6,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council, 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved  and 
without  my  signature  the  order  passed  by  your 
Honorable  Body  on  March  22,  1937,  relating  to  a 
transfer  from  the  Boston  Transit  Department  to 
the  Public  Buildings  Department  of  the  care  and 
custody  of  the  East  Boston  Traffic  Tunnel  Adminis- 
tration Building,  so  called,  on  Meridian  street,  East 
Boston. 

I  have  been  advised  by  the  Corporation  Counsel 
that  without  legislative  authority  neither  said 
building  nor  the  land  upon  which  it  is  situated 
may  be  transferred  from  the  Transit  Department 
to  any  other  city  department. 

Under  these  conditions  I  am  constrained  to  veto 
the  order.     I  am  inclosing  for  your  information  the 
opinion  of  the  Corporation  Counsel  in  this  regard. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  April  6,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  received  a  memoran- 
dum from  your  office  dated  March  27,  1937,  with 
which  was  submitted  a  copy  of  the  following  order 
passed  by  the  City  Council: 

"Ordered,  That  the  care  and  custody  of  the  East 
Boston  Traffic  Tunnel  Administration  Building  on 
Meridian  street,  East  Boston,  be  transferred  from 
the  Boston  Transit  Department  to  the  Public 
Buildings  Department." 

The  building  referred  to  in  said  order  and  the 
land  upon  which  it  is  situated  was  taken  in  fee  by 
the  Transit  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston  for 
tunnel  purposes  under  authority  of  chapter  297  of 


the  Acts  of  1929.  It  is  my  understanding  that  said 
building  is  now  unoccupied  and  that  both  said 
building  and  the  land  on  which  it  is  situated  have, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Transit  Department,  ceased  to 
be  needed  for  the  purposes  of  said  chapter  297. 

Section  4  of  said  chapter  297  provides  as  follows: 

"The  department  may  sell  the  buildings  or  other 
structures  upon  any  lands  taken  by  it,  or  may 
remove  the  same,  and  shall  sell,  if  a  sale  be  prac- 
ticable, or  if  not,  shall  lease  if  a  lease  be  practicable, 
any  lands  or  rights  or  interest  in  lands  or  other 
property  taken  or  purchased  for  the  purposes  of 
this  act,  whenever  the  same  shall,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  department,  cease  to  be  needed  for  the  said 
purpose.  The  proceeds  of  any  such  sale  or  lease 
shall  be  used  for  the  payment  of  costs  of  construc- 
tion and  after  construction  is  completed  shall  be 
paid  into  the  sinking  fund  hereinafter  provided 
for." 

Section  8  of  said  chapter  297,  as  most  recently 
amended  by  section  1  of  chapter  455  of  the  Acts  of 
1935,  provides,  in  part,  as  follows: 

"Upon  and  after  the  completion  of  the  tunnel  as 
aforesaid  there  shall  also  be  paid  into  said  primary 
sinking  fund  the  proceeds  received  from  any  sales 
or  leases  under  section  four  and  the  balance  of  the 
proceeds  of  any  bonds  issued  hereunder  previous  to 
the  effective  date  of  chapter  two  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and 
thirty-two  and  not  then  any  longer  required  for 
construction   purposes." 

It  is  my  opinion  that,  by  virtue  of  the  above- 
quoted  provisions  of  said  section,  the  building 
referred  to  in  the  order  of  the  City  Council  which 
you  have  submitted  to  me  and  the  premises  upon 
which  it  is  situated  must  be  sold  by  the  Transit 
Department,  if  a  sale  be  practicable,  or  if  not  must 
be  leased  by  it,  if  a  lease  be  practicable,  and  that 
pending  such  sale  or  lease  must  be  held  by  said 
department. 

It  is,  therefore,  my  opinion  that,  without  legis- 
lative authority,  said  building  and  the  land  upon 
which  it  is  situated  may  not  be  transferred  to 
another  city  department.  (Compare  chapter  30 
of  the  Acts  of  1931  as  amended  by  chapter  23  of  the 
Acts  of  1932,  authorizing  a  use  upon  payment  by 
the  city,  for  a  printing  plant  and  police  station  of 
certain  property  acquired  for  tunnel  purposes.) 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  it  is  my  opinion  that  the 
order   of   the   City   Council   above   referred  to,   if 
approved  by  you,  would  be  without  legal  effect. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Henry  E.  Foley, 
Corporation  Counsel. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRIBUTE   TO   LOST   TEXAS   CHILDREN. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  7.  1937. 
To  the  City  Council, 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  School  Committee  relative  to  your 
order  of  March  29,  1937,  concerning  a  silent  tribute 
in  memory  of  the  children  and  teachers  who  lost 
their  lives  in  the  recent  Texas  school  disaster. 

I  transmit  also  a  copy  of   the  letter  of   the   Su- 
perintendent of  Schools  to  the  principals  of  schools 
and  districts,  which  letter  has  been  sent  in  com- 
pliance with  this  order  of  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

The  School  Committee  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
15  Beacon  Street, 

Boston,  April  5,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
My   dear  Mr.   Mayor, — Inclosed   I  am  sending 
you  several  copies  of  the  circular  letter  which  the 
superintendent  has  this  day  sent  to  principals  of 
schools  and  districts  in  compliance  with  your  sug- 
gestion   that    arrangements    be    made    to    allow 
children  to  pay  silent  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the 
children  and  teachers  who  lost   their  lives  in  the 
recent  Texas  school  disaster. 

The  superintendent  thanks  you  for  bringing  the 
matter  to  his  attention  and  trusts  that  the  tribute 
will  have  a  salutary  effect  upon  the  children  of  the 
Boston  public  schools. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Ellen  M.  Cronin,  Secretary. 


APRIL    12,    1937. 
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Superintendent's  Circular  No.  95,  1936-37. 
Boston  Public  Schools, 
Superintendent's  Office,  April  5,  1937. 
Silent  Tribute  to  Memory  of  Victims  of 
Texas  School  Disaster. 
To  Principals  of  Schools  and  Districts. 

In  compliance  with  the  suggestion  of  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  and  in  accordance  with  the  order  passed 
by  the  City  Council  March  29,  1937,  the  School 
Committee  asks  that  the  pupils  of  the  Boston 
schools  pay  silent  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the 
pupils  and  teachers  who  lost  their  lives  in  the 
recent  Texas  school  disaster. 

Principals  of  schools  and  .districts  are  asked  to 
have  pupils  stand  for  one  minute  in  silent  tribute 
on  Thursday,  April  8,  at  9.10  a.  m. 

Please   see   that   the   teachers    explain    to   the 
pupils,  in  advance,  the  purpose  of  this  tribute. 
Very   truly  yours, 

Arthur  L.  Gould, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Schools. 
Placed  on  file. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  BUDGET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  12,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  supplementary 
budget    recommendations    for    city ,    county    and 
revenue  departments  totaling   $3,448,131.93.     For 
comparative  purposes   the   supplementary   allow- 
ances recommended  may   be  divided  into   three 
groups  as  follows: 
Welfare  and  Relief  appropriations 
required  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of  1937     $2,935,859-81 
Appropriations  representing  resto- 
ration of,  in  whole  or  in  part,  re-- 
ductions  in  original  budget  recom- 
mendations   403,297  23 

Appropriations  to  meet  deficiencies 
and  new  developments 108,974  89 

$3,448,131  93 


Welfare  and  Relief  Appropriations. 
Chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of  1937  authorizes 
municipalities  to  finance  a  portion  of  anticipated 
welfare  and  relief  appropriations  through  the 
medium  of  borrowing.  The  act  provides,  however, 
that  before  any  loans  may  be  approved  by  the 
Emergency  Finance  Board,  appropriations  for 
welfare  and  relief  equivalent  to  70  per  cent  of  the 
total  expenditures  for  such  purposes  during  1936 
must  be  provided  within  the  budget  and  included 
within  the  tax  levy.  In  1936  the  total  expendi- 
tures of  the  Institutions,  Public  Welfare  and 
Soldiers'  Relief  Departments  of  the  city,  includ- 
ing disbursements  of  Federal  grants,  were  $12,667,- 
850.48.  Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  107,  it 
is,  therefore,  necessary  to  include  within  the 
budget  and  tax  levy  70  per  cent  of  this  total,  or 
$8,867,495.34.  Budget  appropriations  for  welfare 
and  relief  approved  to  date  total  $5,931,635.53, 
leaving  it  necessary  in  order  to  conform  with  the 
provisions  of  chapter  107  to  provide  for  further 
appropriations  at  this  time  of  $2,935,859.81.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  appropriations  recommended 
under  this  division  will  provide  for  the  full  year's 
requirements  of  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Department 
and  for  the  full  year's  requirements  of  the  Public 
Welfare  Department  under  the  relief  items, 
Mothers'  Aid  and  Old  Age  Assistance.  From 
present  indications  it  would  appear  that  approxi- 
mately $2,500,000  must  subsequently  be  borrowed 
in  order  to  meet  the  full  year's  requirements  of  the 
Welfare  Department  under  the  relief  item,  Depend- 
ent Aid. 

Restoration  of  Reductions. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  City  Council  re- 
ductions totaling  for  all  departments,  exclusive  of 
the  Police  Department,  $517,029.65  were  voted. 
A  detailed  study  of  the  various  item  reductions 
indicates  that  80  per  cent  of  the  total  were  not 
warranted  in  the  light  of  actual  departmental 
needs  and  the  experience  of  prior  years.  In  view 
of  this  fact  I  deem  it  necessary,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  crippling  of  essential  departmental  activities 
and  functions,  to  recommend  the  restoration  of 
$403,297.23  of  the  total  reduction  of  $517,029.65 
voted  by  your  Honorable  Body.  This  restora- 
tion does  not  take  into  consideration  the  reductions 


made  in  the  appropriations  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment. Owing  to  the  absence  of  the  Police  Com- 
missioner from  the  city,  it  has  not  been  possible 
to  ascertain  the  attitude  of  this  official  toward  the 
reductions  made  by  the  Council  in  the  police 
budget. 

A  study  of  the  reductions  voted  by  the  Council 
clearly  indicates  that  the  bulk  of  the  savings 
proposed  was  secured  by  reductions  under  three 
items,  namely,  repairs  to  motor  equipment,  repairs 
to  plant  and  structures,  and  the  replacement, 
through  purchase,  of  motor  vehicles.  In  so  far 
as  the  first  two  items  are  concerned,  the  reduced 
appropriations  voted  by  the  City  Council  repre- 
sent sharp  and  radical  reductions  .from  actual 
departmental  expenditures  for  repairs  in  recent 
years.  This  action  is  a  clear  example  of  false 
economy,  since  ordinary  experience  indicates  that 
the  postponing  or  deferring  of  necessary  repairs  to 
buildings  and  equipment  must  eventually  result 
in  much  heavier  expenditures  to  offset  the  addi- 
tional wear  and  tear  developing  during  the  period 
the  repairs  were  postponed.  The  city  as  a  going 
concern  must  operate  and  maintain  a  large  num- 
ber of  motor  vehicles,  buildings,  parks  and  play- 
grounds. To  withhold  the  funds  required  for 
proper  operation  and  maintenance  would  appear 
to  fall  within  the  category  of ' '  blind  folly. ' '  Motor 
vehicles  must  be  repaired  from  time  to  time,  and 
if  no  money  is  available  for  such  necessary  re- 
pairs, the  vehicles  must  lie  idle.  The  plumbing, 
heating  and  electrical  systems  within  buildings 
need  constant  attention,  and  if  money  is  not 
available  to  meet  such  expense,  the  alternative 
is  to  close  the  buildings.  If  equipment  lies  idle 
and  buildings  are  closed,  the  citizens  are  deprived 
of  the' natural  services  to  which  as  taxpayers  they 
are  entitled.  Moreover,  the  security  of  city 
employees  is  apt  to  be  disturbed,  since  naturally 
if  the  equipment  with  which  they  work  will  not 
function  and  the  buildings  wherein  they  are 
employed  are  closed,  lay-offs  and  suspensions  must 
of  necessity  follow.  Sober  reflection  on  the 
necessity  of  providing  for  the  proper  and  ade- 
quate maintenance  of  departmental  equipment 
and  plant  should  convince  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  your  Honorable  Body,  I  believe,  of 
the  folly  of  voting  reductions  which  experience 
clearly  indicates  are  unwarranted. 

In  so  far  as  the  replacement,  through  purchase, 
of  motor  vehicles  is  concerned,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  motor  vehicles  wear  out  through 
usage.  Failure  to  provide  for  the  gradual  replace- 
ment of  city-owned  motor  equipment  can  only 
lead  to  one  result,  namely,  mass  replacement  with 
borrowed  money.  The  purchase  in  1936  by  the 
city  with  borrowed  money  of  motor  vehicles  was 
occasioned  by  failure  to  provide  in  the  budget 
of  former'  years  adequate  amounts  for  annual 
replacement.  The  elimination  of  the  entire 
appropriation  recommended  for  fire  apparatus  is 
admittedly  unsound,  especially  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  the  particular  pieces  which  were  to 
be  replaced  range  from  eighteen  to  thirty-five 
years  of  age.  Naturally,  these  pieces  of  appa- 
ratus are  not  only  in  poor  mechanical  condition, 
but  are  obsolete  for  fire  fighting  because  of  their 
age.  The  records  of  the  Fire  Department  indicate 
that  in  three  of  the  last  four  years  no  replace- 
ments have  been  made  in  fire-fighting  appa- 
ratus. Approximately  40  per  cent  of  the  present 
equipment  is  seventeen  and  eighteen  years  old, 
requires  constant  mechanical  attention,  and 
naturally  lacks,  from  a  fire-fighting  point  of 
view,  the  many  improvements  to  be  found  in 
new  equipment.  Failure  to  provide  the  Fire 
Department  with  proper  equipment  and  appa- 
ratus will  endanger  the  efficiency  of  the  depart- 
ment. Reduced  efficiency  over  an  extended 
period  of  time  is  bound  to  be  reflected  in  heavier 
fire  losses  and  increased  fire  insurance  rates. 
The  responsibility  for  curtailment  of  service, 
reduced  departmental  efficiency,  or  suspensions  or 
lay-offs  of  municipal  employees,  will  rest  wholly 
on  those  members  of  the  City  Council  who  per- 
sist  in   rejecting   necessary   budget   allowances. 

New  Requirements. 
In  the  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the  sub- 
mission of  my  original  budget  recommendations 
to  the  Council,  certain  developments  have  taken 
place  which  appear  to  warrant  appropriation 
recommendations.  Probably  the  most  important 
of  these  developments  has  occurred  in  the  Library 
Department,  where  a  survey  of  present  salary 
ranges,    which   was   not   called   to   my   attention 
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until  after  the  original  budget  was  submitted, 
clearly  indicates  the  necessity  for  compensation 
adjustments.  At  the  present  time  5  per  cent  of  the 
Library  workers  receive  less  than  $15  per  week, 
30  per  cent  receive  less  than  $20  per  week  and 
53  per  cent  receive  less  than  $25  per  week.  For 
example,  seven  are  getting  $11;  eleven  are  getting 
$12;  four  are  getting  $13;  and  one,  $14.  A  num- 
ber of  these  workers  are  married  and  have  family 
responsibilities.  The  admittedly  low  and  obvi- 
ously inadequate  compensation  which  they  receive 
must,  of  necessity,  be  reflected  in  departmental 
morale.  After  a  consultation  with  the  Library 
Trustees  I  have  agreed  to  recommend  an  appro- 
priation sufficient  to  provide,  as  of  June  1st,  for 
the  following  worth-while  accomplishments. 

1.  Establisment  of  a  $15  per  week  rate  of  pay 
for  all  individuals  now  receiving  less  than  this 
amount. 

2.  Establishment  of  a  $20  per  week  minimum 
for  all  individuals  in  the  service  of  the  Library  who 
have  qualified  for  the  graded  service. 

3.  Increase  in  pay  of  $2  per  week  for  all  indi- 
viduals in  the  graded  service  of  the  Library  who 
have  not  reached  the  maximum  of  their  grades. 


4.  Abolishment  of  necessity  for  extra  work 
evenings  by  members  of  the  regular  staff  of  the 
Library. 

I  am  advised  by  the  Library  Trustees  that 
adoption  of  this  appropriation  will  permit  the  most 
forward-looking  step  taken  in  a  number  of  years 
with  reference  to  personnel  and  working  conditions 
at  the  Library. 

The  considerations  which  show  that  the  sup- 
plementary budget  recommendations  herewith  sub- 
mitted are  necessary  and  should  be  approved  will 
be  found  in  a  schedule  appearing  at  the  end  of  the 
page.  I  respectfully  request,  and  earnestly  urge 
the  members  of  the  City  Council  to  consider  the 
supplementary  budget  recommendations  herewith 
submitted,  solely  on  the  basis  of  merit  and  neces- 
sity. If  city  departments  are  to  continue  to 
render  efficient  and  necessary  service  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston  it  is  mandatory  that  adequate 
appropriations  be  made  available.  Any  arbitrary 
reductions  not  based  on  a  careful  consideration  of 
departmental  needs  must  result  in  reduced  activi- 
ties and  service.  I  recommend  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  appropriation  and  tax  order. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 


Supplementary  Departmental  Allowances  Recommended  by  Mayor  for 
City  Maintenance. 


1937. 


Allowance. 

$9,267  23 

7,850  00 

1,500  00 

102,000  00 

3,010  00 

38,400  00 

3,000  00 

3,029  99 

900  00 

32,000  00 

500  00 

35,210  00 

42,000  00 

3,000  00 

2,755,859  81 

712  40 

6,500  00 

6,000  00 

25,450  00 

56,420  00 

18,000  00 

50,000  00 

1S0.000  00 

Total  City  Maintenance $3,380,609  43 


Assessing  Department . 

Boston  Traffic  Commission 

Building  Department 

Fire  Department 

Wire  Division 

Health  Department 

Hospital  Department 

Institutions  Department: 

Child  Welfare  Division 

Law  Department 

Library  Department 

Licensing  Board 

Park  Department 

Public  Buildings  Department 

Real  Estate  Division,  Repairs,  etc. 
Public  Welfare  Department: 

Central  Office 

Public  Works  Department: 

Central  Office 

Bridge  Service 

Ferry  Service 

Paving  Service 

Sanitary  Service 

Sewer  Service 

Contingent  Fund 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department 


County  Buildings 

Jail 

Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session. 
Municipal  Court,  City  of  Boston. 
Penal  Institutions  Department: 
Office  Expenses 


County  Maintenance. 


$2,572  50 

8,000  00 

5,700  00 

750  00 


500  00 


Total  County  Maintenance. 


Public  Works  Department: 

Water  Service 

Water  Income  Division . . 


Revenue  Departments. 


Total  Revenue  Departments . 


$17,522  50 


$46,000  00 
4,000  00 

$50,000  00 


Supplementary  Appropriation  and  Tax  Order  for  the  Financial  Year  1937. 
Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses  payable  during  the  financial  year  beginning  with  the  first 
day  of  January,  1937,  for  performing  the  duties  and  exercising  the  powers  devolved  by  statute  or  ordinance, 
or  by  vote  of  the  City  Council  during  the  year,  upon  the  City  of  Boston  or  County  of  Suffolk  or  the  depart- 
ments or  officers  thereof,  the  respective  sums  of  money  specified  in  the  tables  and  schedules  hereinafter  set 
out  be,  and  the  same  are,  hereby  appropriated  for  the  several  departments  and  for  the  objects  and  purposes 
hereinafter  stated,  that  the  same  be  raised  by  taxation  to  the  amount  of  $3, 39S, 131.93  upon  the  polls  and 
estates  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  that  all  orders  heretofor  passed  by  the  City  Council  relating  to  appro- 
priations and  taxes  and  the  interest  thereon  apply  to  the  taxes  herein  provided  for. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 
Assessing  Department. 

Personal  Service 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

Assessors,  2  at  $5,000-$6,000 $2,000  00 

Chief  clerk,  1  at  $3,900 2,767  23 


B,     Contractual  Services. 


$4,767  23 


4,500  00 
$9,267  23 
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Boston  Traffic  Commission. 

A.  Personal  Service $100  00 

2.     Temporary  employees $100  00 

B.  Contractual  Services 4,750  00 

C.  Equipment 2,500  00 

E.     Materials •  500  00 

$7,850  00 

Building  Department. 
B.     Contractual  Services $1,500  00 

Fire  Department. 

B.  Contractual    Services $14,000  00 

C.  Equipment 76,500  00 

D.  Supplies : 6,500  00 

E.  Materials .  .  ^ . . . . 5,000  00 

$102,000  00 

Wire  Division. 

A.  Personal  Service $2,000  00 

1.     Permanent  employees:  ~ 

Superintendent,  1  at  $4,000 $2,000  00 

B.  Contractual  Services 500  00 

C.  Equipment 90  00 

D.  Supplies 400  00 

E.  Materials 20  00 

$3,010  00 

Health  Department. 

B.  Contractual  Services $35,000  00 

C.  Equipment 3,400  00 

$38,400  00 

Hospital  Department. 
A.     Personal  Service $3,000  00 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

'  Nurses,  superintendent  of,  1  at  $4,000 $3,000  00 

Institutions  Department. 

Child  Welfare  Division. 

A.     Personal  Service $3,029  99 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

Deputy  commissioner,  1  at  $3,500 $3,029  99 

Law  Department. 

D.  Supplies $900  00 

Library  Department. 
A.     Personal  Service $32,000  00 

Licensing  Board. 
A.     Personal  Service $500  00 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

First  clerk,  1  at  $2,700-$2,800 $100  00  - 

Clerks,  2  at  $2,100-$2,200 200  00 

Second  clerk,  1  at  $1,800-$1,900 100  00    ■-- 

Stenographer,  1  at  $2,000-$2,100 100  00 

Park  Department. 

A.  Personal  Service $10,000  00 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

Gardeners,  mechanics,  etc.,  63  (71)  at  $33  per  week $10,000  00 

B.  Contractual  Services 20,250  00 

E.  Materials 4,960  00 

$35,210  00 

Public  Buildings  Department. 

B.     Contractual  Services ' $40,000  00 

D.    Supplies 2,000  00 

$42,000  00 

Real  Estate  Division,  Repairs,  etc $3,000  00 

Public  Welfare  Department. 
Central  Office. 

F.  Special  Items $2,755,859  81 
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A.     Personal  Service. 


Public  Works  Department. 
Central  Office. 


$712  40 


1.     Permanent  employees: 

Clerks,  stenographers,  etc.,  3  (4)  at  $1,000  to  $1,600. 


$712  40 


B.     Contractual  Services. 
B.     Contractual  Services. 


B.  Contractual  Services. 

C.  Equipment 

E.     Materials 


Bridge  Service. 
Ferry  Service. 
Paving  Service. 


$6,500  00 


$6,000  00 


$15,800  00 
4,650  00 
5,000  00 

$25,450  00 


B.  Contractual  Services. 

C.  Equipment 


Sanitary  Service. 


$25,920  00 
30,500  00 

$56,420  00 


B.  Contractual  Services. 

C.  Equipment 

E.     Materials 


Sewer  Service. 


$S,000  00 
8,000  00 
2,000  00 

$18,000  00 


Contingent  Fund  (for  the  payment  of  claims,  executions  of  court,  court  fees,  expert  witnesses, 
legal  and  miscellaneous  expenses) 


$50,000  00 


F.     Special  Items. 


Soldiers'  Relief  Department. 


COUNTY   OF  SUFFOLK. 

County  Buildings. 

A.     Personal  Service 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

Deputy  superintendents,  1  at  $4,000 


B.     Contractual  Services. 


Jail. 


Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session. 


Personal  Service 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

Probation  Department. 

1  at  $3,360-$3.480 

1  at  $3,120-$3,240 

1  at  $3,000-$3,120 


Probation  officer, 
Probation  officer, 
Probation  officer 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,880-$3,000. 
Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,520-$2,640. 
Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,400-$2,520. 
Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,400-$2,520. 
Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,280-$2,400. 
Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,160-$2,280. 
Probation  officer,  1  at  $1,920-$2,040. 


F.     Special  Items. 


C.     Equipment. 


Municipal  Court,  City  of  Boston. 


B.     Contractual  Services . 


Penal  Institutions  Department. 
Office  Expenses. 


B.  Contractual  Services . 

C.  Equipment 

D.  Supplies 


REVENUE   DEPARTMENTS. 

Public  Works  Department. 

Water  Service. 


B.  Contractual  Services . 

C,  Equipment 


Water  Income  Division. 


$2,572  50 


$120  00 
120  00 
120  00 
120  00 
120  00 
120  00 
120  00 
120  00 
120  00 
120  00 


$180,000  00 


$2,572  50 


$S,000  00 


$1,200  00 


4,500 

mi 

$5,700 

00 

$750 

00 

$500 

00 

Mi^^^^M 

$32,000  00 
12,000  00 
2,000  00 

$46,000  00 


$2,500  00 
1,500  00 

$4,000  00 
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SCHEDULE  1. 

Recommended  Supplementary  Allowances. 


Recommended 

Restorations 

of  Council 

Reductions. 


Appropriations 

Necessary  Under 

Chapter  107, 

Acts  of  1937. 


New 
Developments. 


Assessing  Department 

Boston  Traffic  Commission 

Building  Department 

Fire  Department 

Wire  Division 

Health  Department 

Hospital  Department 

Institutions  Department: 

Child  Welfare  Division 

Law  Department 

Library  Department 

Licensing  Board 

Park  Department 

Public  Buildings  Department .... 

Real  Estate  Division  v 

Public  Welfare  Department': 

Central  Office 

Public  Works  Department: 

Central  Office 

Bridge  Service 

Ferry  Service 

Paving  Service 

Sanitary  Service 

Sewer  Service 

Contingent  Fund 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department 

Jail 

County  Buildings , 

Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session . 
Municipal  Court,  City  of  Boston. 
Penal  Institutions  Department: 

Office  Expenses 

Public  Works  Department: 

Water  Service 

Water  Income  Division 


$7,267  23 

5,750  00 

700  00 

101,900  00 

3,010  00 

3,150  00 

3,000  00 


900  00 


20,250  00 

42,000  00 

3,000  00 


6,500  00 
6,000  00 
25,450  00 
56,420  00 
18,000  00 
50,000  00 


46,000  00 
4,000  00 


$403,297  23 


:,755,859  81 


180,000  00 


$2,000  00 

2,100  00 

800  00 

100  00 

35,250  00 


3,029  99 

32,000  00 

500  00 

14,960  00 


712  40 


8,000  00 

2,572  50 

5,700  00 

750  00 

500  00 


$2,935,859  81 


$108,974  89 
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SCHEDULE   2. 
Comparison  of  Council  Reductions  with  Mayor's  Recommended  Restorations. 


Assessing  Department 

Building  Department 

Election  Department 

Fire  Department 

Wire  Division 

Boston  Port  Authority 

Boston  Traffic  Commission  .  . 

Health  Department 

Hospital  Department 

Institutions  Department: 

Central  Office 

Child  Welfare  Division. . . . 

Law  Department 

Park  Department 

Public  Buildings  Department 

Real  Estate  Division 

Public  Works  Department: 

Central  Office 

Bridge  Service 

Ferry  Service 

Paving  Service 

Sanitary  Service 

Sewer  Service 

Water  Service 

Water  Income  Division 

Contingent  Fund 

Police  Department 


SCHEDULE  3. 

Detail  of  Supplementary  Departmental 
Recommendations. 

Assessing  Department. 

A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  $£,767.23.  This 
appropriation  is  to  permit  the  immediate  filling  by 
promotion  within  the  department  of  the  vacancy 
which  has  existed  for  some  time  in  the  position  of 
chief  clerk.  Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  93 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1918  the  position  of  chief 
clerk  is  definitely  provided  as  one  of  the  key 
positions  in  the  Assessing  Department.  Under 
section  6  of  this  act  the  chief  clerk  is  one  of  nine 
officials  within  the  department  authorized  to  ad- 
minister oaths  in  connection  with  the  filing  of  lists 
and  returns.  In  recent  years  the  clerical  duties  of 
the  Assessing  Department  have  been  substantially 
increased.  The  chief  clerk  is  the  proper  official  to 
supervise  such  work.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Board 
of  Assessors  the  immediate  filling  of  the  existing 
vacancy  is  imperative. 


Council 
Reductions. 


$9,426  65 

700  00 

1,700  00 

109,850  00 

3.5S5  00 

300  00 

7,650  00 

5,915  00 

4,400  00 

575  00 

225  00 

1,300  00 

22,753  00 

44,525  00 

3,000  00 

425  00 

6,850  00 

6,300  00 

29,030  00 

56,420  00 

1S.000  00 

67,050  00 

16,450  00 

100,000  00 


$517,029  65 
102,875  00 


$619,904  65 


Recommended 
Restorations. 


$7,267  23 
700  00 

101,900  00 
3,010  00 

5,750  00 
3,150  00 
3,000  00 


900  00 

20,250  00 

42,000  00 

3,000  00 


6,500  00 
6,000  00 
25,450  00 
56,420  00 
18,000  00 
46,000  00 
4,000  00 
50,000  00 


$403,297  23 


Reductions 
Accepted 
by  Mayor. 


$2,159  42 

1,700  00 

7,950  00 

575  00 

300  00 

1,900  00 

2,765  00 

1,400  00 

575  00 

225  00 

400  00 

2,503  00 

2,525  00 


425  00 

350  00 

300  00 

4,  ISO  00 


21,050  00 
12,450  00 
50,000  00 


$113,732  42 


B-l,  Printing  and  Binding.  $1,500.  The  binding 
of  records,  books  and  manuscripts  is  one  of  the  most 
important  and  necessary  expenditures  of  this  de- 
partment. The  books  to  be  bound  include  the 
street  books  used  by  the  assessors  in  the  determina- 
tion of  valuations,  the  counter  books  which  are 
available  for  public  inspection,  and  the  collector's 
manuscripts  on  which  the  record  of  tax  collections 
are  entered.  In  1936,  $2,200  was  expended  by  the 
department  for  the  printing  of  notices  and  the 
binding  of  records.  Any  reduction  below  this 
amount  would  make  it  necessary  to  forego  the 
binding  of  essential  records  which  is  desirable  if 
such  records  are  to  be  maintained  in  permanent  and 
lasting  form. 

B-29,  Stenographic  and  Copying,  $3,000.  In 
order  to  assure  an  earl}'  declaration  of  the  tax  rate 
and  issuance  of  the  tax  bills  prior  to  June  15,  it  is 
necessary  for  this  department  to  employ  outside 
copying  and  stenographic  assistance.  Such  assist- 
ance is  secured  after  competitive  bidding  and  is 
covered  by  formal  contracts.  The  department 
estimates  the  following  minimum  requirements 
under  this  item  during  the  current  year: 
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Motor  excise  lists $3,000  00 

Poll  tax  lists 4,225  00 

Real  estate  lists 5,000  00 

Consolidated  real  estate  and  personal 

lists 1,500  00 

Supplementary  polls 500  00 

Total $14,225  00 


These  requirements  clearly  substantiate  an 
allowance  of  $15,000.  The  financial  interests  of 
the  city  warrant  this  appropriation  since  early  sub- 
mission of  tax  bills  will  result  in  the  early  collection 
of  taxes  due  the  city. 

Boston  Traffic  Commission. 

A-2,  Temporary  Employees,  $100.  Due  to  the 
illness  of  a  regular  laborer,  it  has  been  necessary 
to  employ  on  a  temporary  basis  a  substitute  from 
the  Civil  Service  rolls.  The  allowance  recom- 
mended is  to  provide  for  the  compensation  of  the 
substitute  worker. 

B-8,  Light,  Heat  and  Power,  $2,000.  The  allow- 
ance of  $17,000  provided  under  this  item  is  the 
approximate  amount  expended  by  the  department 
in  the  last  two  years  for  electric  current  consumed 
in  the  traffic  signals  throughout  the  city.  During 
1936  eleven  new  traffic  signals  were  placed  in 
operation  in  the  Brighton  and  Back  Bay  districts. 
Since  the  average  light  expense  of  individual 
traffic  lights  is  $180  per  annum,  approximately 
$2,000  will  be  required  for  these  new  lights,  on 
the  basis  of  a  full  year's  operation.  Since  the 
allowance  already  provided  is  not  sufficient  to 
meet  this  additional  expense,  the  supplementary 
appropriation  is  recommended. 

B-14,  Motor  Vehicles  Repair  and  Care,  $250. 
This  department  has  eight  motor  vehicles-  in 
constant  service  throughout  _  the  year.  The 
average  age  of  these  eight  vehicles  is  four  years. 
In  the  last  two  years  necessary  repairs,  in  order 
to  keep  the  vehicles  in  operation,  have  averaged 
$1,000.  It  is  difficult  to  see  how,  with  the  added 
age  of  the  machines,  any  lesser  amount  can  be 
anticipated  in  the  form  of  repair  expense.  If  the 
traffic  signals  of  the  department  are  to  be  properly 
maintained,  they  must  be  constantly  visited  and 
serviced.  In  this  work  motor  vehicles  are  es- 
sential. To  refuse  an  adequate  appropriation  for 
their  maintenance  and  up-keep  is  bound  to  interfere 
with  the  control  of  traffic  throughout  the  city. 

B-39,  General  Repairs,  $2,500.  The  principal 
item  of  expenditure  contemplated  under  the 
original  budget  allowance  is  necessary  physical 
changes  in  traffic  signals  and  traffic  signal  timing 
mechanisms  in  order  that  the  traffic  signal  system 
of  the  city  may  conform  to  the  standards  of  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Works, 
which  has  jurisdiction  over  the  operation  of  all 
traffic  signals  in  the  state  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  section  2,  chapter  85,  of  the  General 
Laws.  In  order  that  a  traffic  signal  may  be 
operated  as  a  legal  and  effective  device,  a  permit 
from  the  State  Department  of  Public  Works  is 
required.  The  various  signals  throughout  the 
city  are  now  being  operated  under  conditional 
permits  which  expire  on  January  1,  1938.  If  the 
necessary  changes  are  not  made  before  that  date, 
all  of  the  signals  and  other  devices  will  be  listed 
by  the  State  Department  as  illegal,  thus  making 
it  possible  for  violators  of  the  mandates  of  the 
signals  to  escape  the  penalties  which  ordinarily 
would  be  imposed  by  the  courts.  Here  again, 
adequate  traffic  control  throughout  the  city  may 
be  jeopardized  by  failure  to  authorize  necessary 
appropriations. 

C-17,  Miscellaneous,  $2,500.  In  1936  the  depart- 
ment expenditures  under  this  item  totaled  $7,400. 
The  original  appropriation  recommended  to  the 
Council  was  based  on  this  expenditure.  All  traffic 
sign  blanks  for  making  painted  traffic  signs,  all 
traffic  sign  posts,  warning  signs,  traffic  signal 
housings  and  control  boxes;  in  fact,  practically 
all  of  the  equipment  used  in  this  department  in 
the  regulation  and  control  of  traffic  is  purchased 
under  this  item.  An  arbitrary  reduction  can  only 
result  in  increasing  traffic  problems  throughout 
the  city. 

E-10,  Electrical,  $500.  The  principal  expendi- 
ture under  this  item  is  for  traffic  signal  lamps. 
This  expense  constitutes  a  fixed  charge  over  which 
the  department  has  little,  if  any,  control.  During 
1936  approximately  $2,650  was  spent  under  this 
item,  and  since  eleven  new  signals  have  been  added 
the    expense    will    naturally    increase    this    year. 


It  must  be  evident  that  the  replacement  of  burned- 
out  lamps  is  highly  essential  if  traffic  signals  are 
to  function. 

Building  Department. 
B-42,  Miscellaneous,  $1,500.  The  recommenda- 
tion under  this  item  provides  not  only  for  the 
restoration  of  the  Council  reduction  of  $700,  but 
also  for  an  additional  appropriation  of  $800.  This 
additional  appropriation  is  deemed  necessary  be- 
cause of  the  fact  that  obligations  for  the  re- 
moving of  unsafe  buildings  to  the  amount  of, 
roughly,  $2,100  have  already  been  incurred  by  the 
department.  In  other  words,  even  with  the 
restoration  of  the  Council  reduction,  the  depart- 
ment would  be  without  funds  for  any  work  of  this 
character  during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  It  is 
evident  from  a  report  made  by  the  Building  Com- 
missioner that  the  city  is  faced  with  a  serious 
problem  in  the  matter  of  removing  unsafe  build- 
ings. Based  on  reports  of  inspectors  compiled  as 
of  March  18,  1937,  there  are  seventy-four  buildings 
in  the  city  that  should  be  removed  at  once,  since 
in  their  present  condition  they  constitute  a  menace 
to  public  safety.  To  provide  for  their  removal 
would  require  an  appropriation  of  $15,000.  If  the 
situation  should  become  acute,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  provide  for  this  work  by  a  transfer  from  the 
Reserve  Fund.  Pending  a  decision  on  this  vital 
matter,  the  department  should  be  allowed  an  ap- 
propriation not  only  sufficient  to  meet  current 
obligations,  but  to  provide  a  reasonable  sum  for 
ordinary  requirements. 

Fire  Department. 

B-14,  Motor  Vehicles  Repair  and  Care,  $8,000. 
In  this  department  this  item  covers  repairs  on 
motor  vehicles  and  fire  apparatus  by  outside  con- 
cerns, and  includes  such  items  as  the  changing 
of  automobile  wheels  from  solid  to  pneumatic; 
painting  of  apparatus;  repairs  to  radiators,  fenders, 
springs,  and  all  other  apparatus  parts  which  cannot 
be  handled  in  the  departmental  shops  because  of 
lack  of  facilities.  Due  to  the  fact  that  there  have 
been  practically  no  replacements  of  equipment 
during  the  past  four  years,  it  is  only  natural  to 
expect  that  with  the  age  of  the  apparatus  in  service 
increasing,  the  amount  of  necessary  repairs  will  in- 
crease. The  original  appropriation  recommended 
represented  the  average  amount  expended  during 
the  last  five  years.  Certainly,  apparatus  which 
must  lie  idle  because  funds  are  not  available  for 
proper  maintenance  and  repair  is  of  no  value  from 
a  fire-fighting  point  of  view. 

B-18,  Cleaning,  $400.  Because  of  contracts 
already  entered  into  for  laundering  of  uniforms  and 
the  cleaning  of  windows,  an  appropriation  of  $2,900 
is  mandatory  under  this  item. 

B-39,  General  Repairs,  $9,600.  The  plant  of  this 
department  consists  of  sixty-three  buildings,  three 
fireboats,  three  fireboat  docks,  and  a  fire  signal 
system  embracing  the  entire  city.  Unless  this 
plant  is  properly  maintained,  the  efficiency  of  the 
department  will  be  materially  lessened.  The 
appropriation  of  $15,000  approved  by  the  Council 
is  admittedly  inadequate,  in  view  of  past  experi- 
ence. One  of  the  three  fireboats  in  service  is 
forty-two  years  old,  and  another  is  twenty-eight 
years  old.  Repairs  on  these  boats  must  be  made 
in  accordance  with  Federal  steamboat  regulations, 
and  it  is  estimated  that  the  repairs  on  the  boats 
alone  this  year  will  result  in  an  expense  of  ap- 
proximately $10,000.  Under  existing  law  a  certain 
number  of  miles  of  overhead  fire  alarm  wires  must 
be  placed  underground  each  year,  and  it  is  esti- 
mated that  an  approximate  expenditure  of  $2,800 
will  be  necessary  in  this  respect.  General  repairs 
to  the  sixty-three  buildings  of  the  department, 
including  heating,  plumbing  and  electrical  work, 
will  require  an  additional  $10,000.  To  arbitrarily 
deprive  the  department  of  these  necessary  amounts 
will  seriously  impair  a  vital  municipal  service. 
The  necessary  work  contemplated  will,  in  a  ma- 
jority of  instances,  be  awarded  after  competitive 
bidding. 

B^42,  Miscellaneous,  $1,000.  A  contract  in 
the  amount  of  $1,400  has  already  been  let  to 
dredge  the  berth  of  Engine  31.  Another  con- 
tract is  in  preparation  for  the  dredging  of  the 
berth  at  Northern  avenue,  occupied  by  Engine  44. 
This  dredging  work  is  absolutely  necessary  be- 
cause on  several  occasions  recently  these  two 
fireboats  have  grounded  during  low  tides  because 
of  insufficient  depth  of  water  at  their  docks. 
These  boats  constitute  the  principal  arm  of 
defence    of    the    department    against    waterfront 
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fires.     It   is   imperative  that  shallow    conditions 
now  existing  at  their  berths  should  be  remedied. 

C-4,  Motor  Vehicles,  $75,000.  The  recom- 
mended appropriation  which  has  been  entirely 
eliminated  by  the  Council  contemplated  the  pur- 
chase of  the  following  pieces  of  equipment: 

2  Aerial  ladder  trucks $36,400  00 

2  1,000-gallon  pumpers 27,350  00 

8  Chief  officers'  and  district  chiefs' 

cars 8,162  00 

5  Trucks  and  coupes 3,090  00 

Total $75,002  00 


The  new  aerial  trucks  were  intended  to  replace 
two  pieces  of  reserve  apparatus,  one  of  which 
was  purchased  prior  to  1910,  and  one  in  1915. 
The  new  pumpers  are  to  replace  two  pieces  pur- 
chased in  1919.  The  chiefs'  cars  to  be  replaced 
were  purchased  in  1929,  1930  and  1931,  whereas 
the  trucks  and  coupes  to  be  replaced  were  pur- 
chased in  1931  and  1932.  It  is  evident  from  the 
age  of  the  apparatus  and  vehicles  to  be  replaced 
that  they  can  no  longer  be  considered  as  efficient 
pieces  of  equipment  with  which  to  combat  fires. 
Departmental  records  indicate  that  in  1933, 
1934  and  1935  no  replacements  were  made  in 
fire-fighting  apparatus,  and  that  in  1932  and 
1936  only  a  few  pieces  were  bought.  The  de- 
partment is  now  operating  with  apparatus  seven- 
teen and  eighteen  years  old,  which  naturally 
requires  constant  attention  and  is  in  no  sense 
thoroughly  dependable.  A  short  time  ago  the 
National  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  after  a 
thorough  survey  of  departmental  equipment,  made 
a  strong  recommendation  that  a  program  for  the 
replacement  of  old  apparatus  be  initiated  and 
maintained.  The  appropriation  recommended, 
while  a  start  in  such  a  program,  will  only  permit 
of  a  very  limited  replacement.  The  action  of 
the  Council  in  eliminating  entirely  this  appro- 
priation would  seem  to  represent  very  questionable 
economy. 

C-17,  Miscellaneous,  $1,500.  The  appropriation 
approved  by  the  Council  under  this  item  is  $2,000, 
whereas  the  average  expenditure  of  the  depart- 
ment during  the  last  two  years  has  been  roughly 
$3,300.  Some  of  the  materials  covered  by  this 
item  are  storage  batteries,  stationary  boilers, 
hose  couplings,  cross-arms,  fire-alarm  box  parts, 
castings,  etc.  These  materials  are  used  by  de- 
partmental mechanics  in  the  maintenance  and 
extension  of  existing  fire-fighting  facilities. 

D-l,  Office,  $1,500.  The  appropriation  under 
this  item  was  reduced  by  the  Council  to  $7,500, 
despite  the  fact  that  the  average  expenditures 
during  the  last  five  years  have  been  roughly 
$8,700.  All  stationery,  including  department 
forms,  postage,  inflammable  fluid  permits,  register 
paper  for  fire-alarm  apparatus  in  all  fire  stations, 
office  supplies  and  materials,  etc.,  are  to  be  paid 
out  of  this  item.  Increased  departmental  activi- 
ties, especially  in  the  Fire  Prevention,  would 
appear  to  warrant  the  original  appropriation 
recommended,  namely,  $9,000. 

D-ll,  Gasoline,  Oil  and  Grease,  $3,000.  The 
appropriation  allowed  by  the  Council  under  this 
item  was  $16,000,  despite  the  fact  that  in  1936, 
roughly,  $17,000  was  expended.  Due  to  increased 
prices  for  gasoline,  oil  and  grease,  it  is  evident 
that  the  Council  appropriation  will  be  inadequate. 
Without  gasoline,  oil  and  grease,  fire  apparatus 
cannot  respond  to  alarms  or  function  at  fires. 
This  reduction  would  appear  to  clearly  represent 
false  economy. 

D-16,  Miscellaneous,  $2,000.  Under  this  item 
all  miscellaneous  supplies  needed  in  the  repair  of 
buildings  and  apparatus  by  departmental  mechan- 
ics are  purchased.  Against  an  average  expendi- 
ture of  $5,400  in  the  last  two  years,  the  Council 
have  approved  an  appropriation  of  $4,000.  In 
view  of  rising  commodity  prices,  the  original 
appropriation  recommended  would  appear  war- 
ranted. 

E-13,  Miscellaneous,  $5,000.  The  principal 
item  of  expense  under  this  appropriation  is  the 
purchase  of  various  automobile  and  apparatus 
parts  used  by  departmental  mechanics  in  repairs 
conducted  within  departmental  shops.  The  action 
of  the  Council  in  eliminating  entirely  an  appropria- 
tion for  new  apparatus,  and  then,  in  addition, 
cutting  the  appropriation  for  repair  parts  appears 
highly  inconsistent.  Certainly  if  the  department 
is  forced  to  operate  with  old  pieces  of  apparatus, 
many  extensive  repairs  must  be  contemplated. 
It  might  also  be  mentioned  that  the  purchase  of 
repair  parts  under  this  item  affords  opportunities 


for  employment  for  departmental  mechanics. 
Lacking  the  necessary  material  and  supplies  to 
carry  out  necessary  repair  work  might  result  in 
suspensions  or  lay-offs  of  departmental  personnel. 
Certainly  if  they  were  prohibited  from  performing 
their  ordinary  work  by  lack  of  materials,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  defend  their  continued  employment. 

Wire  Division. 

A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  $2,000.  The  action 
of  the  Council  in  reducing  the  original  appro- 
priation for  superintendent  of  this  division  will 
make  it  impossible  to  fill  the  vacancy  now  exist- 
ing in  the  position  until  the  end  of  the  present 
year.  The  superintendent  of  the  Wire  Division, 
under  the  direction  of  a  fire  commissioner,  carries 
out  the  provisions  and  requirements  of  the  law 
relative  to  wires  and  electrical  appliances  and 
the  inspection  of  wires  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
He  has  immediate  supervision  over  the  forty- 
two  employees  working  in  the  division  and  is 
responsible  for  its  proper  functioning  as  required 
by  law.  The  present  vacancy  should  be  filled 
forthwith,  and  in  the  event  the  appropriation 
is  restored  promotion  will  be  made  within  the 
department. 

B-4,  Transportation  of  Persons,  $500.  Against 
this  item  is  charged  the  car  fare  expense  of  thirty- 
two  inspectors  who  are  required  to  make  inspec- 
tions throughout  the  various  parts  of  the  city, 
and  because  of  the  wide  territory  covered  by 
these  men  in  their  work  the  payment  of  car  fares 
is  a  legitimate  expense  and  appears  justifiable. 
The  original  appropriation  recommended,  namely, 
$1,800,  was  based  on  an  estimated  average  allow- 
ance per  inspector  of  $5  per  month.  This  allow- 
ance does  not  appear  unreasonable  or  exorbitant. 
The  reduction  of  the  City  Council  under  this 
item,  while  small,  will  undoubtedly  reduce  the 
number  of  daily  inspections  by  the  inspectors, 
since  travel  by  foot  is  a  much  slower  process  than 
travel  by  street  cars. 

C-9,  Office  Eguipment,  $90.  Acting  on  the  as- 
sumption that  departments  could  expend  one 
third  of  the  previous  year's  appropriation  prior 
to  the  passage  of  the  budget,  this  division  has 
already  expended  the  original  appropriation  recom- 
mended under  this  item.  In  order  to  meet  these 
expenditures  the  restoration  of  the  Council's  cut 
is  absolutely  necessary. 

D-l,  Office  Supplies,  $400.  The  appropriation 
approved  by  the  Council  for  $1,000  will  be  insuffi- 
cient to  cover  the  purchase  of  permit  books, 
indexes,  printed  forms,  postage  stamps  and 
stationery  as  proven  by  the  expenditures  of  pre- 
vious years  under  this  item.  Because  of  the 
relatively  small  budget  of  this  division,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  absorb  this  cut  by  transferring  from 
other  appropriations.  The  Council's  cut  should  be 
restored. 

E-IO,  Electrical,  $20.  The  elimination  of  this 
appropriation  by  the  City  Council,  while  it  might 
appear  from  the  amount  of  money  involved 
relatively  unimportant,  represents  a  serious  inter- 
ference with  the  work  of  the  division.  Under  this 
item  the  division  purchases  batteries  and  lamps  for 
the  flashlights  used  by  the  inspectors  in  their  daily 
work.  These  employees  are  called  upon  to  visit 
and  inspect  dark  cellars  and  other  places  where 
there  is  no  light  and  to  prevent  injury  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  they  be  equipped  with 
flashlights  to  do  their  work  efficiently. 

Health  Department. 

B-17,  Care  of  Persons,  $35,000.  In  light  of  past 
experience  it  is  evident  that  the  original  appro- 
priation recommended  under  this  item  will  be 
inadequate  to  meet  the  full  year  requirements  of 
1937.  The  appropriation  in  this  item  is  used  to 
pay  for  the  hospitalization  of  persons  with  Boston 
settlements  in  state  and  municipal  institutions, 
having  diseases  dangerous  to  the  public  health. 
Payment  of  these  charges  is  mandatory  upon  the 
city.  In  1936  expenditures  under  this  item  were 
roughly  $10S,000.  Consequently,  it  is  necessary 
to  increase  the  original  appropriation  of  $65,000. 

C-4,  Motor  Vehicles,  $3,000.  It  was  proposed 
with  the  original  appropriation  recommended  to 
replace  four  motor  vehicles  whose  average  service 
in  the  department  has  been  eight  years.  One  of 
these  cars  has  gone  76,500  miles  and  is  used  in 
connection  with  the  transportation  of  persons  with 
communicable  diseases  from  out-patient  depart- 
ments of  local  hospitals.  Another  car,  with  a 
mileage  of  57,000  miles,  is  used  in  the  inspection 
of  milk  and  ice  cream  plants  located  in  Massa- 
chusetts,   Vermont    and    New    Hampshire.     The 
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other  two  cars  are  in  daily  use  for  transporting 
supplies  and  materials  to  the  various  Health  De- 
partment locations.  There  can  be  no  question  as 
to  the  use  of  the  cars  for  essential  purposes  and  it 
would  seem  very  desirable,  because  of  their  age, 
to  replace  them  at  this  time  and  thus  eliminate 
the  heavy  repair  expense  which  will  be  necessary 
if  they  are  continued  in  operation. 

C-17,  Miscellaneous,  $400.  This  appropriation 
is  in  excess  of  the  cut  made  by  the  City  Council. 
The  excess  amount  recommended  is  deemed  neces- 
sary because  of  a  proposal  by  the  Health  Com- 
missioner to  issue  metal  license  plates  to  pedlers, 
to  be  attached  to  their  vehicles.  This  will  do  away 
with  the  present  system  of  painting  the  number 
on  the  vehicle  and  avoids  duplication  in  the  use  of 
an  assigned  number.  It  will  be  necessary  for  the 
city  to  provide  the  plates,  but  this  expense  will  be 
more  than  offset  by  the  registration  fee  charged. 
This  system  was  not  contemplated  when  the 
original  budget  was  submitted. 

Hospital  Department. 
A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  $3,000.  This  appro- 
priation is  recommended  in  order  to  permit  the 
assignment  by  the  trustees  of  a  permanent  sup- 
erintendent of  nurses.  A  training  school  of  the 
size  and  type  conducted  at  the  City  Hospital  must 
conform  to  the  standards  of  the  American  Nursing 
Association.  These  standards  definitely  call  for 
the  establishment  at  the  hospital  of  the  position  of 
superintendent  of  nurses.  In  fairness  to  the  400 
nurses  in  the  training  school,  this  amount  should 
be  restored  in  the  hospital  budget.  In  addition, 
the  contemplated  opening  of  the  new  Surgical 
Building  will  necessitate  the  employment  of  a 
large  number  of  graduate  nurses.  Proper  super- 
vision of  the  work  of  these  employees  demands  the 
employment  of  a  qualified  nursing  executive. 

Institutions  Department. 
Child  Welfare  Division. 
A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  $3,029.99.  On  the 
recommendation  of  Doctor  Lane,  the  new  Institu- 
tions Commissioner,  the  vacancy  formerly  existing 
in  the  position  of  Deputy  Commissioner  of  the 
Child  Welfare  Division  has  been  filled.  The 
original  budget  contained  no  appropriation  for 
the  salary  of  this  position.  The  appropriation 
recommended  covers  the  amount  needed  from  the 
date  of  the  appointment  of  the  present  incumbent. 

Law  Department. 
D-16,  Miscellaneous,  $900.  The  complete  elim- 
ination by  the  City  Council  of  the  original  appro- 
priation recommended  under  this  item  precludes 
the  Law  Department  from  purchasing  photo- 
graphic supplies.  This  department  must  have 
photographs  for  use  in  the  preparation,  considera- 
tion and  presentation  to  the  court  of  cases.  If  it 
cannot  take  and  develop  these  pictures  within  the 
department,  it  must  necessarily  engage  the  services 
of  outside  photographic  concerns.  This  latter 
procedure  would  involve  the  city  in  a  much  greater 
expense  than  is  contemplated  in  the  proposed 
appropriation.  In  the  interest  of  true  economy  it 
would  seem  desirable  to  restore  this  appropriation. 
Failure  to  have  photographs  in  one  case  might  well 
cost  the  city  far  more  than  the  $900  eliminated  by 
the  Council. 

Library  Department. 
A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  $32,000.  The 
purpose  of  this  appropriation  as  explained  in  the 
budget  message  is  to  provide  for  the  establishment 
in  the  library  of  a  more  adequate  scale  of  compensa- 
tion than  prevails  at  the  present  time.  The 
establishment  of  this  scale  will  make  it  possible 
to  abolish  the  extra  overtime  work  performed  for 
many  years  by  regular  employees  in  order  to 
supplement  their  basic  salaries.  The  benefits  of 
this  proposal  will  extend  to  441  library  employees. 
The  scale  of  compensation  is  based  on  recommenda- 
tions made  by  the  Library  Trustees  subsequent 
to  the  submission  of  the  original  library  budget. 

Licensing  Board. 
A-l,    Permanent    Employees,    $500.     This    ap- 
propriation will  provide  sliding  scale  increases  for 
five  employees  of  this  Board  who  were  overlooked 
in  the  preparation  of  the  original  budget. 

Park  Department. 
A-l,     Permanent    Employees,    $10,000.     A    re- 
check   of   the  personal  service  appropriation   ap- 


proved in  this  department  indicates  that  under 
one  item,  namely,  gardeners,  mechanics,  etc., 
at  $5.50  per  day,  a  shortage  of,  roughly,  $10,000 
exists.  In  order  to  preclude  the  necessity  for 
laying  off  regular  employees  because  of  this  short- 
age a  supplementary  appropriation  of  $10,000  is 
recommended. 

B-6,  Hire  of  Teams  and  Auto  Trucks,  $4,000. 
Due  to  the  heavy  infestation  of  the  elm  tree  beetle, 
canker  worm  and  the  oriental  moth,  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  Park  Department  to  spray 
practically  every  tree  within  the  city  during  the 
summer  months.  To  carry  on  this  work  it  will  be 
necessary  to  supplement  the  regular  department 
equipment  by  the  hire  of  outside  teams  and 
trucks.  Without  this  additional  equipment  the 
spraying  work  cannot  be  performed.  Failure  to 
restore  this  appropriation  may  lead  to  widespread 
destruction  of  trees  and  shrubs  throughout  the 
city. 

B-14,  Motor  Vehicles  Repair  and  Care,  $2,000. 
The  Park  Department  has  over  seventy-five 
motor  vehicles  in  daily  use.  On  the  basis  of  the 
Council  allowance  the  average  amount  available 
for  repairs  would  be  $40  per  vehicle.  This  allow- 
ance is  admittedly  inadequate.  The  motor  fleet 
of  the  department  must  of  necessity  be  maintained 
in  a  state  of  proper  repair  for  the  extensive  work 
involved  in  the  maintenance  of  the  Park  System. 

B-28,  Expert,  $750.  This  appropriation  covers 
the  service  of  a  landscape  architect  whose  employ- 
ment is  necessary  in  an  advisory  capacity  in  con- 
nection with  the  various  changes  and  improve- 
ments proposed  from  time  to  time  in  the  Park 
System.  Legislative  provisions  for  traffic  circles, 
underpasses,  etc.,  within  the  Park  System  make 
necessary  the  employment  of  this  expert.  The 
appropriation  allowed  by  the  Council  will  not 
permit  the  department  to  properly  carry  out  the 
work  authorized  by  the  Legislature. 

B-39,  General  Repairs,  $3,000.  The  main 
Park  System  extends  without  a  break  from  the 
Common  in  the  city  proper  to  Castle  Island  in 
South  Boston.  In  addition,  the  department 
maintains  numerous  parks  and  playgrounds  in 
various  sections  of  the  city.  This  wide-flung 
system  naturally  requires  considerable  repair 
work  to  be  performed.  The  action  of  the  City 
Council  in  cutting  the  amount  alloted  for  repairs 
to  $8,000  ignores  entirely  the  evident  needs  of  the 
department.  The  varied  facilities  of  this  depart- 
ment are  used  to  a  greater  extent  by  the  general 
public  than  those  of  any  other  city  department. 
To  refuse  to  appropriate  an  adequate  sum  for  the 
maintenance  and  up-keep  of  these  facilities  may 
well  lead  to  a  curtailment  in  the  facilities  now 
available.  Park  buildings,  fences,  granolithic 
sidewalks  and  beaches  need  constant  attention. 
If  funds  are  lacking  to  provide  this  attention, 
curtailment  of  activities  is  naturally  the  alternative. 

B-42,  Miscellaneous,  $2,000.  The  principal 
items  of  expense  contemplated  in  the  original 
appropriation  were  the  Christmas  tree  and  New 
Year's  celebrations  on  Boston  Common,  extermina- 
tion of  vermin  in  departmental  buildings  and  the 
cleaning  of  beaches.  Failure  to  restore  the  re- 
duction of  $1,500  made  in  this  item  will  necessitate 
the  elimination  of  one  or  more  of  these  items  of 
work. 

E-13,  Miscellaneous,  $4,960.  This  is  a  new 
appropriation  not  contemplated  at  the  time  of  the 
original  budget.  It  is  required  in  order  to  cover 
the  purchase  of  plows  by  the  department.  These 
plows  were  ordered  in  1936  and  an  appropriation 
was  available  in  the  departmental  budget  of  that 
year.  Because  of  the  undue  delay  in  the  shipment 
of  the  plows  delivery  was  not  made  until  the  early 
part  of  this  year.  Since  the  appropriation  of  last 
year  was  not  carried  forward  into  1937  it  is  now 
necessary  to  include  the  appropriation  within  the 
1937  budget. 

Public  Buildings  Department. 
B-39,  General  Repairs,  $40,000.  This  depart- 
ment has  jurisdiction  over  twenty-nine  public 
buildings  valued  at  $10,500,000.  Since  most  of 
these  buildings  have  been  in  use  for  a  period  of 
years,  constant  expenditures  are  required  for 
carpentry,  electrical,  heating,  plumbing,  roofing 
and  masonry  repairs.  The  reduction  of  $40,000 
made  by  the  Council  in  the  Original  appropriation 
of  $72,000  leaves  available  for  the  current  fiscal 
year  an  appropriation  of  $32,000.  With  only- 
three  months  of  the  current  year  gone,  approxi- 
mately 60  per  cent  of  the  reduced  appropriation 
has  been   contracted    for,   leaving   approximately 
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$13,000  for  general  repairs  during  the  balance  of 
the  year.  Admittedly,  the  department  cannot 
maintain  its  various  buildings  on  this  inadequate 
sum.  Unless  a  restoration  of  the  Council's  cut  is 
agreed  upon,  the  certain  alternative  is  the  closing 
of  a  number  of  the  buildings.  Such  action  would 
not  only  deprive  the  general  public  of  the  facilities 
present  in  municipal  buildings  but  would  also  make 
mandatory  the  suspension  of  employees  engaged  in 
the  operation  of  these  buildings,  such  as  custodians, 
janitors,  firemen  and  cleaners.  Sober  reflection 
of  the  probable  consequences  of  the  Council's  re- 
duction should  indicate  the  wisdom  of  restoring 
the  appropriation  under  this  item  to  the  amount 
originally  recommended. 

D-3,  Fuel,  $2,000.  In  view  of  the  increase 
generally  in  the  price  of  all  kinds  of  fuel  it  would 
seem  desirable  to  restore  the  cut  made  by  the 
Council  under  this  item.  If  fuel  necessary  for  the 
heating  of  public  buildings  cannot  be  purchased 
because  of  inadequate  appropriations  it  will  be 
necessary,  naturally,  to  close  the  buildings.  The 
effects  of  such  closing  have  been  discussed  in  the 
previous  paragraph. 

Real  Estate  Division,  $3,000.  This  division  of 
the  Public  Buildings  Department  has  the  custody 
and  management  of  1,500  parcels  of  property 
taken  by  the  city  because  of  nonpayment  of  taxes. 
Salaries  of  employees  attached  to  the  division 
account  for  $6,000,  leaving  available  for  general 
repairs  under  the  reduced  Council  appropriation 
the  sum  of  $3,000.  Little  need  be  said  as  to  the 
inadequacy  of  this  latter  amount. 

Public  Welfahe  Department. 
Central  Office. 

F-9,  Care  of  Dependents,  $1,753,859.81.  The 
expenditures  of  the  department  under  this  item  for 
the  current  fiscal  year  is  estimated  at  $5,500,000. 
The  budget  already  approved  by  the  Council  con- 
tained an  appropriation  of  $1,500,000  under  this 
item.  The  appropriation  recommended  at  this 
time  is  necessary,  as  has  already  been  explained  in 
the  budget  message,  to  comply  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of  1937.  It  is  contem- 
plated that  the  balance  required  within  this  item 
will  be  subsequently  provided  through  the  medium 
of  a  loan. 

F-10,  Mothers'  Aid,  $300,000.  The  expendi- 
tures under  this  item  during  the  current  year  are 
estimated  at  $1,300,000.  There  has  already  been 
appropriated  $700,000  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
Federal  grants  to  the  amount  of  $300,000  will  be 
secured  during  the  year.  The  appropriation 
recommended  at  this  time  should,  therefore,  be 
sufficient  to  meet  the  full  year's  requirements  under 
this  item. 

F-14,  Old  Age  Assistance,  $700,000.  Expendi- 
tures by  the  Welfare  Department  under  this  item 
in  1937  will  probably  be  slightly  in  excess  of 
$3,000,000.     To  date  $1,100,000  has  been  appro- 

Eriated,  and  it  is  estimated  that  grants  in  the  neigh- 
orhood  of  $1,200,000  should  be  received  from  the 
Federal  Government,  thus  leaving  an  appropriation 
of  $700,000  to  be  made  at  this  time  for  the  purpose 
of  balancing  the  requirements  under  this  item. 

Public  Works  Department. 

Central  Office. 
A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  $712.1(0.  This  ap- 
propriation is  recommended  in  order  to  permit 
the  employment  of  a  male  stenographer  at  an 
entrance  salary  of  $1,000  per  annum.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  the 
services  of  such  an  employee  are  vitally  needed. 

Bridge  Service. 

B-39,  General  Repairs,  $6,500.  This  division  of 
the  Public  Works  Department  is  responsible  for  the 
maintenance  and  operation  of  125  bridges.  Four- 
teen of  these  structures  have  mechanically  operated 
draw  spans.  The  appropriation  voted  by  the  City 
Council  of  $10,000  is  admittedly  inadequate  when 
it  is  considered  that  the  amount  expended  and  en- 
cumbered under  this  item  up  to  April  5  is  $5,600. 
In  other  words,  under  the  reduced  appropriation 
the  department  has  a  balance  of  $4,400  to  provide 
for  the  necessary  repairs  during  the  balance  of 
the  year.  In  view  of  the  constant  wear  and  tear 
to  which  bridge  structures  are  subject  the  proposed 
increase  in  the  appropriation  for  this  item  appears 
highly  desirable. 

Ferry  Service. 

B-39,  General  Repairs,  $6,000.  The  plant  under 
the  control  of  this  division  of  the  Public  Works 


Department  consists  of  three  ferryboats,  two 
head  houses,  two  electrically  operated  ferry  drops 
and  the  piers  and  piling  at  both  ends  of  the  South 
Ferry.  Repairs  on  the  three  boats  alone,  based  on 
experience  of  prior  years,  will  involve  approxi- 
mately $26,000.  These  repairs  are  mandatory 
under  the  regulations  of  the  Federal  Steamboat 
Inspection  Service  and  if  not  carried  out  will  lead 
to  the  suspension  by  the  Federal  authorities  of  the 
licenses  required  for  the  operation  of  the  boats. 
Repairs  on  the  ferry  drops,  head  houses  and  piers 
and  piling  will  require,  as  a  minimum,  expendi- 
tures totaling  $9,000.  The  appropriation  ap- 
proved by  the  City  Council  will  be  completely 
exhausted  by  these  absolutely  essential  repairs, 
thus  leaving  no  leeway  for  the  minor  miscellaneous 
repairs  and  emergencies  which  may  arise. 

Paving  Service. 

B-10,  Rent,  Taxes  and  Water,  $3,300.  The 
appropriation  originally  recommended  under  this 
item  was  intended  to  cover  the  rentals  of  yards  in 
.South  Boston,  West  Roxbury  and  Dorchester. 
These  yards  are  rented  either  under  lease  or  under 
agreements  extending  for  a  period  of  one  year.  A 
legal  liability  clearly  rests  upon  the  city  to  appro- 
priate the  money  required  to  meet  these  rentals. 
If  the  appropriation  is  not  granted  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  abolish  the  three  yards  and  transfer  their 
present  activities  to  other  locations.  This  would 
entail  the  transfer  of  the  activities  of  the  present 
Hancock  street  yard  to  Gibson  street,  those  of  the 
South  Boston  yard  to  the  city  proper  and  those  of 
the  West  Roxbury  yard  to  Child  street  in  Jamaica 
Plain.  Such  transfers  would  necessarily  interfere 
with  the  services  now  being  performed  by  the 
yards  involved,  since  the  new  headquarters  would 
be  far  removed  from  the  districts  now  serviced  by 
the  yards  in  question. 

B-H,  Motor  Vehicles  Repair  and  Care,  $10,000. 
At  the  present  time  this  division  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  has  eighty-three  pieces  of 
motor  equipment  in  service.  Because  on  inade- 
quate garage  facilities  it  is  necessary  to  store  a 
number  of  these  vehicles  in  outside  garages  at  an 
annual  expense  of  $8,600.  When  this  fixed  charge 
is  subtracted  from  the  reduced  appropriation  of 
the  City  Council,  namely,  $15,000,  there  is  avail- 
able for  actual  repairs  $6,400,  or  less  than  $80 
per  vehicle.  Since  fifty  of  the  vehicles  are  trucks 
with  capacities  ranging  from  two  and  one  half  to 
seven  tins  it  must  be  evident  that  the  reduced 
appropriation  is  wholly  inadequate  to  provide  for 
the  proper  maintenance  of  this  fleet.  The  steady 
and  continuance  operation  of  these  trucks  and 
vehicles  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  proper 
maintenance  and  cleaning  of  the  649  miles  of  paved 
streets  within  the  city.  If  these  vehicles  cannot 
function  because  money  is  not  available  for  neces- 
sary repairs  the  annual  highway  maintenance 
program  of  the  city  will  be  materially  effected 
and  a  possibility  of  suspensions  and  lay-offs  for 
departmental  employees  will  arise. 

B— 39,  General  Repairs,  $2,500.  The  appropria- 
tion under  this  item  is  expended  for  repairs  at  the 
ten  yards  operated  by  the  division,  at  the  asphalt 
plant  and  on  concrete  mixers  and  road  rollers. 
In  the  last  five  years  average  expenditures  under 
this  item  have  been  in  excess  of  $8,000  annually. 
The  reduced  appropriation  of  $5,000  approved  by 
the  City  Council  is  admittedly  inadequate  in  view 
of  this  figure.  Naturally,  if  necessary  repairs 
cannot  be  performed  on  structures  and  equipment 
it  will  be  necessary  to  close  or  lay  up  the  property 
and  equipment  and  thus  curtail  departmental 
activities. 

C-4,  Motor  Vehicles,  $4,450.  It  was  proposed 
with  the  original  appropriation  to  replace  three 
trucks  which  have  been  in  service  in  the  department 
for  six  and  seven  years.  This  replacement  would 
cover  less  than  3  per  cent  of  the  department  equip- 
ment. If,  because  of  the  elimination  of  the 
proposed  appropriation  under  this  item,  it  is 
impossible  to  replace  these  vehicles  their  continued 
operation  for  another  year  can  only  be  possible 
through  heavy  expenditures  for  repairs  and  upkeep. 

C-5,  Motorless  Vehicles,  $200.  It  was  proposed 
with  this  particular  appropriation  to  purchase  a 
horse-drawn  mowing  machine  to  take  care  of  the 
grass  areas  of  the  American  Legion  Highway, 
the  Neponset  Traffic  Circle  and  the  circle  in  Hay- 
market  square.  Heretofore  this  work  has  been 
done  by  hand  labor  with  welfare  help.  The 
elimination  of  the  appropriation  from  the  budget 
will  require  the  work  to  be  done  as  heretofore, 
which  has  been  very  unsatisfactory  and  a  source 
of  great  complaint, 


APRIL    12,    1937. 


163 


E-2,  Highway  Materials,  $5,000.  Charged 
against  this  item  are  all  the  materials  used  by 
department  forces  in  the  patching  and  repair  of 
paved  streets.  These  materials  include  crushed 
stone,  road  asphalt,  sand  and  gravel,  cement  and 
patching  material.  The  appropriation  allowed 
by  the  Mayor  of  $60,000  would  seem  to  represent 
the  irreducible  minimum,  since  it  would  allow, 
on  the  average,  but  $6,000  to  each  of  the  ten 
paving  districts  throughout  the  city.  When  it  is 
considered  that  the  maintenance  and  repair  of 
649  miles  of  paved  streets  rests  upon  this  division 
it  would  seem  desirable  to  restore  the  cut  of  $5,000 
made  by  the  Council.  Defects  in  any  of  these 
streets  which  were  not  repaired  because  of  inade- 
quate appropriations  might  well  lead  to  damage 
claims  against  the  city,  involving  in  dollars  and 
cents  much  more  than  the  cut  which  it  is  proposed 
shall  be  restored. 

Sanitary  Service. 

B-6,  Hire  of  Teams  and  Auto  Trucks,  $3,920. 
The  appropriation  of  $5,000  recommended  under 
this  item  was  intended  to  cover  contract  rental 
of  a  truck  to  make  collections  of  paper  and  rub- 
bish deposited  in  waste  containers  throughout  the 
city.  Because  this  service  is  covered  by  a  year's 
contract,  the  city  has  a  legal  liability  to  meet  the 
payments  provided  in  the  contract.  It  is  difficult 
to  see  what  can  be  accomplished  by  the  elimina- 
tion of  the  bulk  of  this  appropriation,  since  a  suit 
against  the  city  under  the  contract  might  well 
result  in  a  court  order  to  make  the  payments 
provided  in  the  contract. 

B-14,  Motor  Vehicles  Repair  and  Care,  $10,000. 
The  motor  equipment  of  this  division  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  consists  of  151  cars,  trucks, 
sweepers  and  flushers.  Beside  the  necessary 
repairs  which  must  be  made  on  this  fleet,  this 
budget  item  which  the  Council  has  reduced  to 
$30,000  also  provides  for  the  storage  of  cars  and 
trucks  that  must  be  housed  in  outside  garages 
because  of  lack  of  storage  facilities  in  city  garages, 
and  the  cleaning  and  disinfecting  of  trucks  used 
in  the  collection  of  garbage.  These  last  two  items 
involve  an  annual  expense  of  approximately 
$15,000.  With  the  elimination  of  this  mandatory 
expense,  there  remains  within  the  Council  appro- 
priation approximately  $15,000  for  ordinary  and 
necessary  repairs,  or  an  average  allowance  for  the 
J51  vehicles  of  less  than  $100.  Since  the  bulk  of 
the  motor  equipment  in  use  in  this  division  is  of 
large  capacity,  the  annual  up-keep  of  the  individ- 
ual cars  averages  far  beyond  the  amount  available 
under  Council  reduction.  In  1936  the  amount 
expended  under  this  item  was  roughly  $48,700. 
This  was  a  relatively  low  expenditure,  due  to  the 
fact  that  a  large  number  of  vehicles  were  new, 
having  been  purchased  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  under  the  loan  for  Departmental  Equipment. 
With  one  year's  usage  behind  them,  it  is  only 
natural  to  expect  that  repair  expense  will  be 
higher  this  year.  If  money  is  not  available  to 
provide  for  the  proper  maintenance  and  up-keep 
of  these  trucks,  they  will  not  be  able  to  operate, 
and  the  collection  of  waste  in  various  districts, 
together  with  the  entire  street  cleaning  program  of 
the  city,  will  be  jeopardized.  It  should  also  be 
remembered  that  the  work  of  a  large  number  of 
employees  in  this  division  is  dependent  upon  the 
operation  of  these  trucks.  Any  action  which 
interferes  with  or  hampers  the  operation  of  the 
trucks  may  well  lead  to  suspensions  and  lay-offs 
for  Sanitary  Division  employees. 

B-39,  General  Repairs,  $5,000.  The  Council 
reduction  under  this  item  leaves  available  an 
appropriation  of  $5,000  for  repairs  to  the  receiving 
stations  at  Fort  Hill  and  Victory  road  and  to  the 
various  buildings  in  the  nine  yards  operated  by 
this  division.  The  average  expenditure  of  the 
division  under  this  item  in  the  last  five  years  has 
been  roughly  $16,000.  Consequently,  it  would 
appear  that  no  further  comment  as  to  the  in- 
adequacy of  the  Council's  appropriation  need  be 
made. 

C-4,  Motor  Vehicles,  $25,000.  It  was  intended 
with  the  original  appropriation  of  $25,000  pro- 
posed under  this  item  to  replace  three  street 
sweepers  which  have  been  in  service  for  twelve 
and  thirteen  years  and  eleven  foremen's  cars 
which  have  been  in  operation  for  the  last  five 
years.  Because  of  the  age  of  the  sweepers  it  is 
no  longer  desirable  to  expend  money  in  over- 
hauling and  placing  them  in  an  operating  condi- 
tion, since  the  amount  of  money  involved  will 
be  excessively  large  and  there  would  be  no  guar- 
antee the  sweepers  would  operate  throughout  the 


season.  This  being  so,  if  money  is  not  made 
available  for  their  replacement,  motor-sweeping 
operations  will  have  to  be  discontinued  in  three 
of  the  outlying  districts.  Such  action  would  be 
unfortunate  because  from  experience  it  is  evident 
that  the  use  of  street  sweeping  machines  repre- 
sent the  best  method  for  cleaning  asphalt  streets. 
Because  the  foremen's  cars  which  are  intended 
to  be  replaced  are  in  bad  mechanical  condition, 
and  their  repairs  which  will  average  $250  a  year 
in  their  present  condition  is  far  in  excess  of  their 
trade  or  turn-in  value,  namely,  $75,  continued 
operation  of  these  vehicles  would  clearly  seem  to 
represent  false  economy. 

C-14,  Live  Stock,  $3,500.  The  purpose  of  the 
original  appropriation  was  to  permit  the  purchase 
of  ten  horses,  this  number  being  required  to  bring 
the  quota  of  horses  in  the  Sanitary  Division  up  to 
normal.  A  year  ago  at  this  time  this  division 
had  142  horses  in  service.  Today  the  number  is 
134.  Horses  are  required  in  certain  sections 
where  the  haul  is  short.  In  the  South  and  West 
End  districts  they  are  absolutely  required  to  cover 
the  large  number  of  narrow  alleys  where  motor 
vehicles  cannot  enter.  It  would  seem  extremely 
desirable  to  restore  this  appropriation. 

C-15,  Tires,  Tubes  and,  Accessories,  $2,000. 
The  Council's  action  in  reducing  the  appropriation 
for  tires  and  tubes  for  motor  equipment  of  this 
division  will  mean  that,  on  the  average,  $70  will 
be  available  for  the  "rubber"  requirements  of  the 
151  vehicles  this  year.  The  inadequacy  of  this 
appropriation  may  be  better  appreciated  when 
it  is  realized  that  on  the  large  trucks  of  the  division, 
tires  and  tubes  cost  $200  a  set,  and  on  the  dump 
trucks,  which  are  equipped  .with  six  wheels,  the 
cost  is  $300  per  set.  Tires  and  tubes  are  a  neces- 
sary element  in  the  operation  of  a  fleet  of  motor 
vehicles.  The  arbitrary  reductions  of  the  appro- 
priation covering  the  purchase  of  these  essential 
items  of  equipment  may  well  lead  to  serious 
consequences  in  the  latter  months  of  the  current 
year. 

Sewer  Service. 

B-14,  Motor  Vehicles  Repair  and  Care,  $3,000. 
The  motor  fleet  of  this  division  consists  of  forty- 
five  cars,  trucks,  and  catch-basin  cleaners.  Out 
of  the  $8,000  allowance  approved  by  the  City 
Council,  $4,200  is  obligated  for  storage  charges  on 
those  cars  housed  outside  city  garages,  leaving 
less  than  $100  for  repairs  on  each  individual  car. 
In  1936,  $13,300  was  expended  by  the  division. 
In  the  light  of  this  expenditure,  it  is  evident  that 
the  Council's  reduction  was  unwarranted. 

B—39,  General  Repairs,  $5,000.  The  appro- 
priation under  this  item  is  utilized  for  necessary 
repairs  at  the  gatehouses,  disposal  plant,  and  the 
five  yards  maintained  by  this  division.  The 
gatehouses  and  disposal  plant  constitute  the  heart 
of  the  city's  sewage  disposal  system.  It  would 
appear  to  be  shabby,  false  economy  to  refuse  to 
make  available  an  adequate  appropriation  to 
meet  the  necessary  repairs  which  must  be  made 
if  this  system  is  to  continue  to  function  in  proper 
fashion. 

C-4,  Motor  Vehicles,  $8,000.  The  original 
appropriation  recommended  under  this  item  was 
intended  to  provide  for  the  replacement  of  four 
dump  trucks  whose  average  age  is  seven  years,  the 
purchase  of  a  bus  to  carry  the  day  labor  forces 
to  and  from  the  Calf  Pasture  pumping  station, 
and  the  purchase  of  a  new  truck  chassis  for  a 
proposed  new  catch-basin  cleaning  machine. 
The  expenditure  records  for  repairs  on  the  four 
trucks  to  be  replaced  indicate  conclusively  the 
folly  of  operating  equipment  which  should  have 
long  since  been  replaced  by  new  vehicles. 

E-5,  Sewer  and  Water,  $2,000.  Under  this  item 
purchases  are  made  of  brick,  cement,  pipe,  gravel, 
sand,  and  miscellaneous  supplies  used  by  depart- 
ment forces  in  making  necessary  repairs  in  the 
various  sections  of  the  sewage  disposal  system. 
In  view  of  the  modest  appropriation  originally 
recommended,  namely,  $4,000,  it  is  difficult  to 
understand  why  the  Council  should  have  deter- 
mined upon  a  50  per  cent  reduction  in  this  item. 
If  materials  are  not  available  for  department 
forces  to  work  with,  there  can  be  little  excuse  for 
retaining  these  employees  on  the  division  pay  rolls. 

Contingent  Fund,  $50,000.  In  light  of  past 
experience  it  is  clearly  evident  that  the  minimum 
annual  expenditure  to  be  anticipated  under  this 
item  is  $225,000,  or  an  amount  $50,000  in  excess 
of  the  appropriation  approved  by  the  City  Council. 
The  following  schedule  indicates  an  estimate  of  the 
minimum  expenditures  to  be  made  under  this 
item  in  1937: 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Judgments   and    claims    against    the 

city $95,000  00 

Middlesex  County  Training  School. .         18,000  00 

Court    fees,    expert    witnesses,    and 

other  legal  expenses 50,000  00 

Land  Court  proceedings,  foreclosures, 

etc 35,000  00 

Miscellaneous  executions,  reimburse- 
ments, etc 25,000  00 

Total $223,000  00 


Expenditure  records  of  past  years  clearly  indi- 
cate the  soundness  of  the  estimates  contained  in 
the  foregoing  table.  Since  the  various  expendi- 
tures listed  fall  within  the  "mandatory"  class,  it 
is  imperative  that  the  additional  appropriation 
recommended  be  approved. 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department. 
F-8,  Stale  and  Military  Aid,  Soldiers'  Relief  and 
Burials,  $180,000.  From  the  experience  of  the 
first  three  months  of  the  current  year,  it  appears 
evident  that  the  expenditures  of  the  Soldiers' 
Relief  Department  for  relief  and  assistance  to 
veterans  will  total  this  year  in  the  vicinity  of 
$600,000.  Since  the  budget  already  approved 
by  the  Council  contained  only  an  appropriation  of 
$420,000  under  this  item,  it  is  necessary  to  recom- 
mend the  additional  item  herewith  proposed. 

COUNTY  DEPARTMENTS. 
Jail. 
B-39,  General  Repairs,  $8,000.  The  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  has  been  advised  by  the  Building 
Commissioner  that  the  exterior  brick  wall  on 
Charles  street  extending  from  the  sheriff's  house  to 
the  entrance  into  the  Jail  is  unsafe,  and  that  it 
should  be  replaced  with  a  new  wall.  The  esti- 
mated cost  of  the  new  wall,  together  with  the 
necessary  footings,  is  $8,000. 

County  Buildings. 
A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  $2,572.50.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings, 
the  position  of  Deputy  Superintendent  which  is 
now  vacant  should  be  filled.  It  was  originally 
contemplated  that  the  vacancy  would  not  be  filled. 
In  order  to  provide  for  the  filling  of  the  position 
as  desired  by  the  superintendent,  the  appropria- 
tion herewith  recommended  should  be  approved. 

Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session. 

A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  $1,200.  This  ap- 
propriation is  necessary  to  provide  for  ten  sliding 
scale  increases  voted  by  the  justices  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  probation  staff  of  the  court.  Under 
existing  law  these  increases  are  mandatory  upon 
the  city. 

P-ll,  Workmen's  Compensation,  $4,500.  Under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  422  of  the  Acts  of  1936  a 
workmen's  compensation  grant  was  authorized 
for  a  former  attache  of  the  District  Attorney's 
office.  The  Industrial  Accident  Board  is  now 
considering  this  case,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a 
payment  of  the  sum  authorized  will  be  ordered 
within  a  short  time. 

Municipal  Court,  City  of  Boston. 

C-9,  Office,  $500.  At  the  suggestion  of  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  this  additional  allowance 
is  recommended  in  order  to  meet  necessary  re- 
quirements in  the  matter  of  purchase  of  type- 
writers for  the  various  divisions  of  the  court. 

C-16,  Wearing  Apparel,  $250.  The  original 
estimate  of  the  court  in  connection  with  the 
purchase  of  uniforms  for  court  officers  has  been 
determined  as  inadequate.  At  the  request  of  the 
Chief  Justice  this  supplementary  appropriation 
is  recommended. 

Penal  Institutions  Department. 
Office  Expenses. 
B-14,  Motor  Vehicles  Repair  and  Care,  $500- 
The  original  estimates  submitted  by  this  depart" 
ment  contemplated  the  purchase  of  a  new  auto- 
mobile, and  for  this  reason  the  estimate  for  motor 
vehicle  repairs  was  placed  at  a  very  nominal 
figure.  Since  the  appropriation  for  a  new  car 
has  been  eliminated,  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide 
for  the  repair  of  the  old  car,  and  because  of  its 
age,  it  having  been  in  service  for  over  six  years, 
this  supplementary  appropriation  is  recommended. 


REVENUE  DEPARTMENTS. 

Public  Works  Department. 
Water  Division. 

B-4,  Transportation  of  Persons,  $1 ,000.  All  pipe 
stock  contracted  for  is  awarded  to  foundries  outside 
the  City  of  Boston,  necessitating  the  traveling  ex- 
pense of  foundry  inspectors.  In  addition,  inspec- 
tors and  workmen  are  allowed  car  fares  and  tele- 
phone calls  while  traveling  in  their  districts  or  while 
at  work  at  some  spot  removed  from  their  home 
yard  or  division.  In  1936  practically  all  of  the 
pipe  stock  used  by  the  department  in  connection 
with  W.  P.  A.  projects  was  furnished  by  the  Fede- 
ral Government.  Because  of  this  fact  foundry  in- 
spection was  not  required  on  the  part  of  the  city. 
This  year,  however,  the  Federal  contribution  to 
W.  P.  A.  projects  will  be  confined  entirely  to  labor. 
The  pipe  stock  must  be  furnished  by  the  city  and, 
consequently,  additional  traveling  requirements 
must  be  met  by  the  city.  Since  approximately 
$2,000  was  expended  last  year  with  practically  no 
foundry  inspection  it  will  be  necessary  to  restore  the 
cut  of  the  Council  in  order  to  meet  the  traveling 
expenses,  board  and  lodging  for  inspectors  away 
from  home. 

B-28,  Expert,  $1,000.  This  item  is  used  to  meet 
the  compensation  of  experts  employed  by  the 
Law  Department  in  connection  with  damage  suits 
against  the  city  because  .of  breaks  in  the  water 
system.  Expenditures  under  this  item  are  ad- 
mittedly uncertain,  but  in  view  of  the  fact  a  break 
of  major  importance  has  occurred  in  the  Beacon 
street  section  of  the  city,  thus  necessitating  con- 
siderable expense,  an  adequate  appropriation 
should  be  available  to  meet  contingencies  during 
the  balance  of  the  year. 

B-42,  Miscellaneous,  $30,000.  This  item  covers 
the  replacement  of  granolithic  sidewalks  and  street 
openings  which  are  opened  by  the  Water  Division 
for  the  purpose  of  relaying  mains,  repairing  leaks, 
etc.  During  the  year  1936  no  replacement  of 
openings  were  made  in  smooth-paved  streets, 
which,  of  necessity,  leaves  twice  as  much  work  to 
be  performed  in  1937.  If  openings  are  not  perma- 
nently repaired  promptly  after  they  are  made  the 
size  of  the  opening  increases  from  month  to  month, 
thus  necessitating  a  larger  expense  to  repair  the 
opening  at  a  future  date.  It  also  leaves  open  the 
possibility  of  injury  and  damage  to  persons  and  the 
possibility  of  law  suits.  The  average  expenditures 
under  this  item  by  the  division  in  former  years  has 
been  $50,000.  The  allowance  by  the  Council  of 
an  appropriation  of  $35,000  is  admittedly  inade- 
quate. 

C-4,  Motor  Vehicles,  $12,000.  It  was  proposed 
with  the  original  appropriation  recommended  to 
replace  one  emergency  truck  in  service  for  seven 
years.  Three  3-ton  trucks  in  service  for  nine 
years,  two  2-ton  trucks  in  service  for  six  years  and 
three  1  J-ton  trucks  with  an  average  life  of  eight 
years.  The  replacement  of  this  antiquated  equip- 
ment would  appear  to  be  true  economy,  since  to 
keep  the  present  vehicles  in  operation  is  naturally 
expensive,  because  of  the  large  amount  of  repair 
work  which  must  be  performed  in  order  to  keep 
them  in  operation.  The  emergency  truck  is  ab- 
solutely essential  if  prompt  response  is  to  be 
made  by  department  forces  to  calls  which  are 
made  during  every  hour  of  the  day  because  of 
breaks  in  the  water  system.  Without  this  new- 
equipment  this  division  cannot  assume  the  re- 
sponsibility for  maintaining  the  work  of  its 
emergency  crews  at  its  present  high  level. 

D-16,  Miscellaneous,  $2,000.  The  appropria- 
tion allowed  under  this  item  by  the  City  Council 
was  $3,000.  To  date  bills  amounting  to  $3,901.82 
have  been  paid.  The  principal  item  in  this  ex- 
penditure has  been  for  the  purchase  of  salt  to  be 
used  in  melting  areas  at  the  base  of  fire  hydrants. 
Due  to  a  delay  in  the  awarding  of  the  contract  for 
this  purchase  in  1936,  bills  which  ordinarily  would 
have  been  paid  last  year  have  become  charges 
against  the  1937  budget.  The  restoration  of  the 
Council  cut  under  this  item  is  imperative. 

Water  Income  Division. 
B-85,  Fees,  Service  of  Venires,  etc.,  $2,500.  The 
appropriation  approved  by  the  Council  under 
this  item  was  evidently  based  on  the  expenditures 
of  the  division  in  1936.  An  extension  of  the  filing 
of  liens  has  occurred,  however,  since  last  year. 
In  addition  to  filing  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds  it 
is  now  necessary  to  file  liens  in  the  Land  Court. 
This  additional  requirement  not  present  in  1936 
will  necessitate  the  additional  expense  for  which 
the  Council  has  not  made  provision. 
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C-4,  Motor  Vehicles,  SI, 500.  The  original 
appropriation  recommended  contemplated  the 
replacement  of  the  automobile  which  has  traveled 
since  its  purchase  in  excess  of  one  hundred  thousand 
miles.  This  auto  is  so  worn  out  that  it  would  be 
much  more  economical  to  purchase  a  new  car  than 
to  keep  making  extensive  repairs  required  because 
of  its  age.  Incidentially,  it  might  be  pointed  out 
that  the  Council  reduced  the  appropriation  in  this 
division  for  motor  vehicle  repairs.  This  elimina- 
tion when  combined  with  the  elimination  of  the 
appropriation  for  a  new  car  appears  rather  in- 
consistent. Certainly  if  an  allowance  for  a  new 
car  is  not  to  be  made  then  greater  repair  expense 
should  be  anticipated  and  no  reduction  made  in 
the  repair  item. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


WILMINGTON  AVENUE  LOTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  12,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council, 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  City  Collector  relative  to  your  order 
of  April  5,  1937,  concerning  Land  Court  proceed- 
ings involving  lots  77,  92  and  134  on  Wilmington 
avenue  in  Ward  17. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Collecting  Department,  April  8,  1937. 
John  F.  Gilmore, 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office.  _  • 
Dear  Sir, — Reference  is  made  to  a  communica- 
tion bearing  upon  an  order  passed'  by  the  City 
Council  in  which  the  following  questions  are  asked 
regarding  lots  77,  92  and  134  on  Wilmington  avenue 
in  Ward  17.     Whether 

A.  The  1936  taxes  due  the  city  have  been  paid? 

B.  The  amount  of  the  1936  taxes? 

C.  By  what  person  the  taxes  were  paid? 

D.  Whether  the  1936  taxes  are  due  and  pay- 
able? 

,   The  answers  are  as  follows : 

A.  Taxes  on  lots  77  and  92  were  paid  November 
25    1936 

B.  On  lot  77  Wilmington  avenue,  tax,  $22.80; 
street,  $34.37.  On  lot  92  Wilmington  avenue,  tax, 
$26.60;  street,  $34.26.  On  lot  134  Wilmington 
avenue,  tax,  $26.60;   street,  $21.19;   sewer,  $15.40. 

C.  I  assume  the  taxes  were  paid  directly  by 
the  person  in  whose  name  they  are  assessed, 
namely,  Margaret  O'Hearn,  as  no  mortgagee's 
receipt  was  requested  nor  anything  else  that  would 
suggest  payment  by  any  other  person. 

D.  Taxes  on  lot  77  and  lot  92  have  been  paid. 
Taxes  on  lot  134  remain  unpaid  and  are  now 
overdue. 

Yours  very  truly, 

John  F.  Doherty, 

City  Collector. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Frances  L.  Eaton,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
due  to  alleged  defect  on  Dawes  street. 

Lawrence  P.  Gilligan,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  5  Oakdale  street,  Jamaica 
Plain,  caused  by  overflow  of  sewage. 

Franklin  P.  Hill,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  5  Oakdale  street,  Jamaica  Plain, 
caused  by  overflow  of  sewage. 

Joseph  M.  Kelly,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  alleged  defect  in  Cummins 
Highway. 

S.  S.  Kresge  Company,  for  refund  on  ash  re- 
moval tickets. 

Max  Model,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  1270  River  street,  Hyde  Park,  caused 
by  leaking  hydrant. 

Ellen  O'Donoghue,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries due  to  alleged  defect  at  Haymarket  Traffic 
Circle. 


J.  M.  Salmon,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  piece  of  iron  protruding  in  East 
Boston  Tunnel. 

Richard  Seeto,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  6  East  Springfield  street,  caused  by 
water  flooding  premises. 

William  Sommerville,  for  reimbursement  of 
judgment  against  him  for  acts  as  employee  of 
Hospital  Department. 

Mrs.  Abbie  Sullivan,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  due  to  alleged  defect  on  Court  street. 

Julia  Tewhill,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  alleged  defect  at  27  Bedford  street. 

Mary  Ann  Thibodeau,  for  compensation  for 
personal  injuries  due  to  alleged  defect  in  Cummins 
Highway. 

Laura  B.  Williams,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  due  to  alleged  defect  in  front  of  410 
Stuart  street. 

Abraham  Fogel,  to  be  reimbursed  for  water 
bills  paid  on  property  at  207-211  Washington 
street,  Dorchester. 

Executive. 

Petition  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 
Doris  E.  V.  Foster,  Repertory  Theatre,  April  24. 


PETITION   RE   TAKING    OF   SEA   WORMS. 

A  petition  dated  March  30,  1937,  signed  by 
C.  F.  Kinder  and  others,  was  received,  asking  that 
only  residents  of  Boston  be  allowed  to  take  sea 
worms  from  flats  of  Boston  Harbor. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


LEASE    OF   FLORENCE    STREET    SCHOOL, 
ROSLINDALE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  School  Committee 
that  Florence  Street  School  in  Roslindale  is  not  in 
use  for  school  purposes  and  requesting  that  City 
Council  authorize  the  School  Committee  to  lease 
to  John  T.  Fallon  Post,  No.  1050,  Veterans  of 
Foreign  Wars,  the  Florence  Street  School,  Roslin- 
dale, occupied  by  said  Post  since  1931  but  original 
lease  for  five  years  having  expired. 

Placed  on  file. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  MURRAY  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  lease  to  the  John  T. 
Fallon  Post,  No.  1050,  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars, 
the  Florence  Street  School,  Roslindale,  for  such 
term  and  upon  such  conditions  as  said  committee 
may  deem  advisable. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LEASE   OF   WASHINGTON   ALLSTON 

ANNEX.. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  School 
Committee  stating  that  Washington  Allston  Annex 
in  Allston  is  not  in  actual  use  for  school  purposes 
and  requesting  City  Council  to  authorize  the 
School  Committee  to  lease  same  to  Allston  Post, 
No.  669,  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  same  having 
been  occupied  by  Post  since  1931  but  original 
five-year  lease  having  terminated. 

Placed  on  file. 

Coun.  AGNEW  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be.  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  lease  to  the  Allston  Post, 
No.  669,  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  the  Washington 
Allston  Annex,  Allston,  for  such  term  and  upon 
such  conditions  as  said  committee  may  deem 
advisable. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


APPOINTMENT   OF  FRANK  M. 
McGOWAN. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Health  Depart- 
ment of  appointment  of  Frank  M.  McGowan  as 
sanitary  inspector  at  $1,600  per  year,  effective 
April  9,1937. 

Placed  on  file. 


166 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


FINANCE  COMMISSION  REPORT  ON 
SUITS  AGAINST  OTHER  MUNICIPALI- 
TIES. 

The  following  was  received: 
City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  April  7,  1937. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  December,  1936,  and  Janu- 
ary, 1937,  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston  filed  suits  against  232  municipalities  of 
this  Commonwealth  for  the  collection  of  money 
allegedly  due  Boston  for  aid  rendered  by  the. 
Welfare  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston.  The 
total  ad  damnum  of  these  suits  was  $2,072,076.31. 
The  individual  amounts  of  them  ranged  from  a 
minimum  of  $3.92  against  each  of  Sturbridge 
and  Sudbury  to  a  maximum  of  $323,897  against 
Cambridge.  Other  suits  for  large  sums  were 
against  Maiden,  $154,974,  against  Somerville, 
$102,259.66,  against  Revere,  $98,653.81,  against 
Medford,  $96,280.42,  against  Everett,  $73,260.45, 
against  Lynn,  $70,986.99,  against  Lowell, 
$62,749.81,  against  Dedham,  $59,974.91,  against 
Quiney,  $58,219.25,  against  Lawrence,  $57,590.61, 
against  Brockton,  $56,616.32,  against  Worcester, 
$50,965.20. 

The  City  of  Boston  on  January  1,  1937,  carried 
the  total  amount  of  these  suits  on  its  books  as 
collectible  assets.  From  such  investigation  as  the 
commission  has  been  able  to  make  and  so  far  as 
the  records  of  the  Welfare  Department  reveal, 
this  item  in  the  assets  of  the  city  only  constitutes 
a  financial  mirage.  When  the  other  municipali- 
ties have  offset  against  it  what  Boston  owes  them, 
the  prospect  of  gaining  for  the  city  the  large 
amount  that  appears,  from  the  suits,  to  be  due 
will  have  failed  to  materialize. 

The  Finance  Commission  has  inquired  into 
the  merits  of  these  suits  by  examination  of  the 
records  in  the  Welfare  Department.  The  com- 
mission has  also  consulted  the  welfare  representa- 
tives of  many  of  the  cities  involved  in  an  effort 
to  learn  the  reasons  why  such  claimed  indebted- 
ness to  Boston  remains  unpaid.  As  a  result 
the  commission  has  again  arrived  at  the  same 
conclusion  that  was  expressed  by  an  earlier  com- 
mission in  a  report  upon  the  Welfare  Department 
in  1932  in  respect  to  the  same  situation,  namely, 
that  its  welfare  agents  during  all  the  years  of  the 
depression,  and  up  to  and  including  the  time  of 
the  filing  of  the  suits,  have  been  grossly  negligent 
in  the  determination  of  the  legal  settlement  of 
persons  aided  by  the  Boston  department;  in 
observance  of  the  statutory  requirements  for  the 
establishment  of  claims  against  other  munici- 
palities; and  in  their  efforts  to  bring  back  to  the 
city  treasury  money  paid  out  temporarily  for  the 
benefit  of  persons  whom  other  municipalities  were 
bound  ultimately  by  law  to  support  when  those 
persons  found  themselves  unable  to  support 
themselves. 

The  much  heralded  business  management  of 
the  Welfare  Department  of  the  past  three  years 
has  accomplished  less  in  the  handling  of  this 
important  feature  of  its  work  than  did  the  ad- 
ministration which  it  succeeded.  It  appears  that 
the  filing  of  the  suits,  the  first  time  the  City  of 
Boston  has  resorted  to  this  means  of  collecting 
money  due  from  sister  municipalities  in  fifty 
years,  was  nothing  more  than  an  effort  to  cover 
up  the  laxity  of  the  department  officials.  It  has 
brought  on  an  avalanche  of  criticism  from  the 
welfare  and  legal  officials  of  all  the  other  munici- 
palities and  is  quite  likely  to  prove  "a  boomerang" 
to  the  City  of  Boston.  Unless  some  local  am- 
bassador of  good  will  can  calm  the  ruffled  tempers 
of  Boston's  neighbor  municipalities,  Boston  is 
likely  to  pay  out  more  than  it  collects. 

The  statutes  specifically  prescribe  the  course  a 
municipality  must  follow  to  obtain  reimburse- 
ment from  other  municipalities  for  aid  rendered 
in  the  one  to  persons  whose  legal  settlements 
belong  in  the  others.  In  its  dealing  with  these 
other  municipalities,  Boston,  until  it  filed  these 
suits,  chose  to  substitute  for  the  specific  directions 
of  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature  an  elastic  inter- 
pretation of  an  understood,  but  unsubstantiated, 
gentlemen's  agreement  with  the  agents  of  the  other 
municipalities.  It  is  not  alone  the  eventual  viola- 
tion of  the  gentlemen's  agreement  which  has 
incurred  the  ire  of  the  other  municipalities  towards 
Boston,  but  the  filing  of  the  suits  has  unloosened 
the  pent-up  wrath  of  officials  in  other  cities  be- 
cause Boston,  by  its  long  continued  neglect  and 
laxity,  always  made  it  difficult  for  welfare  officials 


in  other  cities  to  comply  with  the  intention  of  the 
common  understanding  among  them.  This  com- 
mon understanding  was  that  in  recognition  of  the 
fact  that  all  were  so  overworked  in  paying  out 
aid  that,  necessarily,  they  would  be  slow  in  attend- 
ing to  determination  of  settlements  and  would 
not  force  each  other  to  do  all  that  the  statutes  re- 
quired within  the  short  space  of  time  that  the 
statutes  allowed. 

On  the  slightest  clue  that  a  family  aided  in  Boston 
belonged  under  the  settlement  laws  to  another 
municipality,  that  municipality  would  be  given 
notice  that  Boston  claimed  settlement  in  the 
other  municipality.  Boston  rarely  attempted  to 
prove  its  claim,  though  as  often  as  not  the  other 
municipality  after  investigation  would  deny 
responsibility.  Boston,  on  the  other  hand,  made 
a  practice  of  denying  all  claims  by  other  munici- 
palities that  aid  was  being  given  to  a  person  with 
a  Boston  settlement  "pending  investigation." 
Whether  or  not  investigation  was  ever  made. 
Boston  rarely  if  ever  notified  the  other  municipality 
of  the  result  of  it. 

While  Boston  was  piling  up  claims  against  other 
municipalities,  many  of  which  the  other  munici- 
palities had  disowned,  the  other  municipalities 
were  piling  up  claims  against  Boston. 

It  is  impossible  to  obtain  from  the  Boston  de- 
partment any  idea  of  the  amount  that  Boston 
might  owe  the  other  municipalities,  or  any  of  them. 
Once  in  recent  years  it  was  decided  that  it  might 
be  a  good  idea  to  find  out.  When  the  work  had 
progressed  to  the  extent  that  it  was  found  that  to 
September,  1935,  Boston  owed  the  other  munici- 
palities $789,997.41,  the  work  was  stopped.  The 
size  of  the  amount  owed  caused  such  shuddering 
in  the  Welfare  Department  that  it  was  apparently 
desired  not  to  know  the  worst.  Now  to  find  out 
what  Boston  owes  other  municipalities,  one  must 
send  "a  round  robin"  to  the  other  municipalities. 
Boston  has  not  kept  a  reliable  account  of  such 
claims  as  have  been  established  against  it  or  even 
of  that  part  of  them  that  it  has  repudiated. 

Other  municipalities  until  now  have  been  willing 
to  waive  the  time  limit  for  the  filing  by  Boston  of 
its  claims.  Others  have  recognized  that  the 
Boston  department  was  weighted  down  with 
work  and  have  been  charitable  to  the  Boston 
officials.  Many  have  informed  the  Finance  Com- 
mission that  their  patience  had.  however,  reached 
the  exhaustion  point  even  before  the  suits  were 
filed.  Now  many  of  them  state  they  will  hold 
Boston  strictly  to  the  letter  of  the  law  and  the 
exact  minute  which  the  law  prescribes  for  the 
establishment  of  claims.  This  would  automatically 
throw  out  many  of  the  cases  the  Boston  suits 
are  based  on. 

One  illustration  of  the  extent  to  which  the 
Boston  claims  might  be  depressed  is  contained  in 
the  recent  instance  of  the  controversy  with  Lowell. 
In  retaliation  for  the  suit  alleging  that  Lowell 
owed  Boston  $62,749  the  Lowell  officials  went 
into  court  and  obtained  execution  against  Boston 
for  claims  it  proved  amounting  to  approximately 
$2,100.  Lowell  sent  a  deputy  sheriff  to  Boston 
to  attach  Mayor  Mansfield's  automobile  to 
obtain  satisfaction  of  execution.  On  the  morning 
the  attachment  was  to  be  made,  a  Law  Depart- 
ment employee  and  a  Welfare  official  were  waiting 
at  the  City  Auditor's  door  for  it  to  open  at  9  a.  m. 
to  obtain  a  hurried  draft  and  make  a  quick  rush 
to  Lowell  to  satisfy  the  account.  They  brought 
with  them-  claims  for  approximately  $3,400  owed 
Boston  by  Lowell  and  checks  were  exchanged  on 
that  basis.  The  $3,400  was  all  that  Lowell  would 
recognize  of  the  $62,749  claimed  by  Boston  in  its 
suit  in  court. 

Officials  in  many  cities  have  informed  the 
Finance  Commission  that  they  have  been  holding 
money  for  Boston  waiting  for  Boston  to  get  down 
to  business.  They  refuse  to  pay  Boston  until 
Boston  pays  them.  For  months  and  years  this 
has  been  the  situation.  Some  of  them  state  that 
Boston  refuses  to  pay  even  where  Boston  admits 
responsibility  to  pay  and  yet  Boston  expects  to 
compel  them  to  pay  by  court  action,  even  where 
they  have  established  no  liability. 

The  cause  of  this  particular  mess  is  the  in- 
efficiency of  the  management  of  the  Welfare  De- 
partment, particularly  in  the  last  three  years,  and 
the  inability  of  the  managers  of  the  department 
to  develop  an  organization  that  could  keep  its 
work  up  to  date.  The  present  director,  who 
happens  to  be  in  no  way  to  blame  for  the  condi- 
tions cited  above,  found  on  taking  over  the  de- 
partment that  it  was  overrun  with  alleged  social 
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workers  and  had  on  its  staff  too  few  employees  of 
other  types  to  perform  the  necessary  work  of  the 
department. 

The  old  officials  failed  to  appreciate  that  the 
establishment  of  settlements  required  the  services 
of  persons  trained  in  this  branch  of  the  work. 
They  loaded  the  settlement  division  with  un- 
trained employees.  When  some  of  them  acquired 
training  after  a  couple  of  years  service  either 
they  sought  other  work  because  the  settlement 
work  received  little  recognition  or  they  were 
hired  by  other  agencies  which  put  a  proper 
value  on  work  of  this  kind.  Trained  settlement 
division  employees  should  command  better 
salaries  than  the  majority  of  the  social  workers 
employed  in  the  Boston  Welfare  Department. 

The  Finance  Commission  has  learned  by  its 
conferences  with  officials  in  other  municipalities 
that  it  is  going  to  be  difficult  for  Boston  now  to 
effect  amicable  settlement  of  its  differences  with 
other  municipalities.  Nevertheless,  the  Finance 
Commission  believes  an  attempt  should  be  made. 

The  Commission  believes  arrangements  should 
be  made  immediately  for  a  series  of  conferences 


with  officials  representing  the  municipalities  in- 
volved, the  object  being  peaceful  settlements.  To 
carry  through  the  courts  such  cases  as  these  are 
likely  to  develop  into,  will  cost  the  courts  and  the 
municipalities  heavily  in  legal  expenses.  It  is 
quite  likely  it  will  do  Boston  more  harm  than 
good.  By  persisting  in  court  adjudication,  it  will 
be  another  costly  heirloom  for  Boston's  next 
mayor. 

The  Finance  Commission  submits  herewith  the 
claimed  indebtedness  to  Boston  of  21  of  the  232 
cities  sued  compared  with  the  claimed  indebted- 
ness of  Boston  to  the  same  cities  and  a  synopsis 
of  the  replies  by  the  agents  of  these  other  cities 
to  a  questionnaire  sent  out  by  the  Finance 
Commission. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  Mark  Sullivan,  Chairman. 

Philip  A.  Chapman, 

Robebt  Robinson, 

James  E.  Maguire, 

Joseph  A.  Scolponeti, 

The  Finance  Commission. 
Robert  E.  Cunniff,  Secretary. 


Synopsis  of  Replies  From  Twenty-One  Other  Mdnicipalities  to  Finance  Commission'] 

Questionnaire. 


City  or  Town. 


Amount  of  Bos- 
ton's Claim 
Through  December 
31,  1935. 


Counter  Claim 
Against  Boston. 


Remarks. 


Amherst 

Arlington . . . 

Brockton . . . 

Bridgewater 
Brookline. . . 

Cambridge . 

Chelsea 
Chicopee.  .  . 

Everett 

Fall  River. . 
Lawrence . . . 

Lowell 

Maiden 
Medford 

Norwood. .  . 
Quincy 


$4,005  18 
9,979  20 

56,616  32 

6,334  77 
53,770  06 

325,006  03 

47,369  91 
956  87 

57,122  88 

19,306  65 
95,084  33 

62,177  88 

157,646  00 

97,831  90 

28,498  00 
55,320  40 


$2,919  38 
(October  1,  1936) 


7,000  00 


244  84 
61,000  00 

198,000  00 
(approximate) 

40,000  00 

1,008  69 

51,948  19 

1,500  00 

4,00(5  00 

(approximate) 

1,696  85 


70,000  00 
(approximate) 

91,472  37 


71,000  00 
(approximate) 


Denies  entire  amount.  Ex- 
pects to  use  suit  as  means 
of  collection  in  future. 

"Doubted  wisdom  of  suit 
which  might  hinder  rather 
than  expedite  settlement 
of  cases." 

Claims  only  about  $4,000 
due  Boston.  Very  criti- 
cal of  Boston's  methods. 
Regrets  suits.  Will  in- 
voke two-year  statute. 
Will  sue  in  future. 

Denies  entire  amount. 

Claims  Boston  has  acknowl- 
edged $41,000  of  this 
$61,000. 

Unable  to  say  how  much  of 
$325,000  is  good.  Will 
invoke  two-year  statute. 
Very  critical  of  Boston. 

Denies  liability  to  any  such 
amount.  Deplores  suit  as 
method  of  collection. 

Will  use  suit  against  Boston. 
Will  use  two-year  statute. 
Very  critical  of  Boston's 
methods. 

Everett  admits  only  $8,- 
738.75  of  the  $57,122.88 
Boston  is  suing  for. 
Claims   suit    unnecessary. 

Will  invoke  two-year  stat- 
ute. 

Lawrence  claims  they  owe 
Boston  less  than  $5,000, 
or  less  than  5  per  cent  of 
Boston's  claim. 

Will  use  2-year  statute. 
Claims  Lowell  owes  Bos- 
ton less  than  $5,000. 

Won't  pay  until  Boston 
pays.  Feels  suit  unnec- 
essary. 

Claims  90  per  cent  of  Bos- 
ton's claim  invalid.  Bos- 
ton has  not  paid  Medford 
since  1932.  Will  invoke 
two-year  statute. 

Norwood  is  suing  Boston  for 
$1,811.26. 

Very  critical  of  Boston's 
methods.  Will  not  invoke 
two-year  statute.  De- 
plores suit  as  general 
means  of  collection.  Will 
pay  when  Boston  does. 
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Synopsis  of  Replies  From  Twenty-one  Other  Municipalities  to  Finance  Commission'! 
Questionnaire. — Concluded. 


City  or  Town. 

Amount  of  Bos- 
ton's Claim 
Through  December 
31,  1935. 

Counter  Claim 
Against  Boston 

Remarks. 

Revere 

$73,400  70 

(revised    from 

$98,653  81) 

102,939  71 
3,421  67 

10,680  53 
30,144  73 

$70,000  00 
(approximate) 

113,000  00 
170  00 

5,452  66 

25,000  00 
(approximate) 

Denies     90     per      cent     of 

Somerville 

$98,653.81.     Considers 
suit  worst  step  in  general 
situation.     Claims  Boston 
should  pay  its  own  bills. 
Claims    Boston     has    ad- 
mitted $37,658.     Will  pay 
when  Boston  does. 
This  condition  being  cleared 
by  concentrated  efforts  on 
Boston's  part. 

Winthrop 

only  $54.90.  Difficulty 
with  Boston.  Will  use 
suit  on  Boston  and  use 
two-year  statute.  Criti- 
cal of  Boston  system. 

$3,044.75.     Will     sue     in 
future.     Claim  Boston  sel- 
dom pays. 
Holding  $15,500  for  Boston's 

claim.  Won't  pay  till 
Boston  does. 

A  List  of  Cities  and  Towns  Suei 
for     Assistance     Rendered 

)  by  Boston 
by     Boston 
eral     Laws, 
Persons   of 

$3,580  80 

78  43 

1,339  90 

4,005   18 

2,484  12 

10,448  33 

1,910  82 

1,490  48 

1,468  65 

161  20 

967  42 

1,130  25 

3,041  61 

706  49 

575  08 

3,638  90 

14,627  53 

602  25 

4,872  00 

3,678  03 

1.055  03 
71  56 

12,329  68 

6,334  77 

56,616  32 

2,114  00 

51,861  33 

1,949  63 

323,897  00 

12,990  33 

13  50 

27  45 

1,493  65 

2,137  49 

43,640  72 

691  87 

956  87 

2,202  84 

953  32 

2,932  38 

60  00 

2,044  84 

59,974  91 

57  00 

62  45 

643  00 

2,772  35 

1,441  79 

3,875  15 

31  37 

215  68 

3,953  51 

1.056  35 
23  53 

$73, 

2, 

Through     1935     Under     Gen 

Fall  River 

19, 

Chapter    117,    118,    118A,   to 
Alleged  Settlement  Therein. 

Fitchburg 

3, 

29, 

6 

16, 

4, 

Freetown 



2, 

Athol 

Georgetown 

16, 

Granville 

Greenfield 

2, 
1, 

Halifax 



1, 

Hatfield 

1, 

31. 

2 

1, 

Longmeadow 

Lowell 

6 

62. 

Lunenburg 

Lynn 

Maiden 

Manchester 

70, 

154, 

1, 

3. 

Medfield 

3. 

2. 

1,' 



2.( 

Medford 

Medway 

Middleton 

Milford 

Millis 

96,. 

East  Bridgewater 

1, 

6, 

1,. 

4,' 

2, 

1,; 

Millville 

,260 
,254 
,306 
,921 
,971 
164 
009 
,274 
681 
198 

40 

86 
996 
594 
154 

27 
,681 
.076 
660 
136 
219 
133 
597 
,793 
947 
,162 

15 
.759 
516 
,994 
,103 
438 
316 
3 
.749 
422 
424 
986 
180 
974 

66 
054 
196 
834 
228 
409 
445 
650 
037 
280 
196 
189 
326 
463 

86 
181 
585 
353 
360 


45 
64 
65 
91 
27 
(12 
'.14 
50 
41 
59 
00 
28 
7.5 
27 
60 
45 
85 
24 
99 
37 
60 
79 
09 
75 
47 
38 
76 

94 

22 

41 

16 
83 

13 
92 
81 
17 
20 
99 
39 
00 
66 
14 
87 
89 

01 

85 
50 

SI 
48 
4.' 
18 
78 
60 
59 
67 
51 
48 
89 
77 
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Milton $9,174  43 

Monson 11  76 

Montague 2,000  58 

Nahant 1,813  90 

Nantucket 2,040  71 

Natick 4,198  87 

Needham 12,214  21 

New  Bedford 19,526  64 

Newbury 844  55 

Newburyport 1,279  39 

Newton 32,728  42 

Norfolk 207  84 

North  Adams 1,323  18 

North  Andover 1,269  60 

North  Attleboro 52  40 

North  Brookfield 221  00 

North  Easton <. 78  29 

North  Reading 492  01 

Northampton "i 1,502  13 

Northboro •  1,422  94 

Norton 564  88 

Norwell 269  50 

Norwood 29,060  88 

Oak  Bluffs 504  93 

Onset 11  76 

Palmer 62  74 

Peabody 7,629  71 

Pelham 92  22 

Pembroke 768  90 

Pepperell 369  98 

Pittsfield 2,470  60 

Plainville 600  45 

Plymouth 3,838  C9 

Provincetown 2,462  07 

Quincy 58,219  25 

Randolph 6,133  37 

Reading 1,092  73 

Rehoboth 39  21 

Revere 98,653  81. 

Rockland 2,471  29 

Rowley -  2,170  40 

Royalston 893  05 

Rutland 173  33 

Salem 13,006  90 

Salisbury 1,980  04 

Sandwich 768  40 

Saugus 14,522  72 

Scituate 1,731  29 

Seekonk 209  00 

Sharon 5,770  33 

Sheffield 84  00 

Shirley 1,203  31 

Somerset 330  64 

Somerville 102,259  66 

Southboro 459  94 

Southbridge 2,835  23 

South  Hadley 43  14 

Springfield 9,028  61 

Stoneham 3,581  48 

Stoughton 2,750  96 

Sturbridge 3  92 

Sudbury 3  92 

Swampscott.  . 811  00 

Swansea 57  25 

Taunton 4,970  38 

Tewksbury 1,088  12 

Tisbury 211  76 

Topsfield 748  28 

Townsend 169  24 

Truro 98  00 

Turners  Falls '  101  96 

Tyngsboro 129  41 

Upton 87  23 

Wakefield 11,945  44 

Walpole 3,040  37 

Waltham 5,647   17 

Wareham 1,517  65 

Warwick 249  99 

Watertown 29,443  88 

Wayland 2,088   10 

Webster 383  88 

Wellesley 6,162  70 

Wellfleet 376  58 

Wenham 176  46 

West  Boylston 372  53 

West  Bridgewater 1,287  53 

West  Springfield 1,122  31 

Westboro 3,421   67 

Westfield 587  09 

Westford 66  66 

West  Medway 39  21 

Weston 23  00 

Westville 72  00 

Westwood 3,787  13 

Weymouth 9,156  80 

Whitman 2,457  52 

Wilmington 2,922   16 


Winchendon $46   11 

Winchester 7,746  94 

Winthrop 10,680  53 

Woburn 23,565   19 

Worcester 50,965  23 

Wrentham • 15  69 

Hopedale 842  85 

Hopkinton 2,237  92 

Hubbardston 3  92 

Hudson 8,838  04 

Hull 10,241  25 

Ipswich 6,875  65 

Kingston 1,148  66 

Lakeville 139  00 

Lancaster 52  67 

Lanesboro 136  83 

Lawrence 57,590  61 

Leicester 119  22 

Lenox 244  00 

Leominster 11,270    18 

Lexington 3,293   37 

Lincoln 313  50 

Total $2,072,676  31 

Placed  on  file. 


REPORT   ON   COMMITTEE   ON   FINANCE. 

Coun.  DOWD,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  March  8)  that  sum 
of  $50,000  be  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by 
Traffic  Commission,  for  traffic  signals — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  the  Finance 
Committee,  in  submitting  this  report  recommend- 
ing the  appropriation  of  $50,000  for  new  traffic 
lights,  do  so  because  we  are  aware  of  the  fact  that 
last  year  there  were  more  accidents  and  deaths 
occurring  in  this  city  than  in  previous  years  on  our 
highways.  We  are  particularly  interested  in  the 
West  End,  where  a  number  of  people  have  been 
injured  and  several  have  lost  their  lives  in  the  past 
year,  and  we  feel  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  should 
curtail  some  of  his  projects  in  order  that  traffic 
lights  may  be  established. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG— Mr.  President,  while  I 
realize  that  the  traffic  light  question  is  of  great 
importance  to  the  people  of  the  West  End  section, 
it  must  also  be  realized  that  it  is  a  matter  of  equal 
importance  to  the  residents  of  the  entire  city.  It 
has  been  pointed  out  on  previous  occasions  that 
there  are  101  dangerous  intersections  in  this  city, 
where  protection  might  well  be  afforded  by  the  in- 
troduction of  traffic  lights.  I  believe  that  the  adop- 
tion of  this  order  by  the  City  Council  and  its  ratifi- 
cation by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  give  the  Traffic 
Commissioner  an  opportunity  to  place  traffic 
signal  lights  at  points  where  they  are  greatly 
needed  for  the  protection  of  the  residents  of  Boston. 

Coun.  AGNEW— Mr.  President,  I  have  little  to 
say  so  far  as  this  order  is  concerned,  but  I  do  hope 
that  when  the  Mayor  receives  it  he  will  remember 
what  happened  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  when  a  large 
delegation  of  people  from  my  district  waited  upon 
him  in  his  office  and  pointed  out  to  him  the  condi- 
tion of  Beacon  street,  near  Audubon  Circle,  in  the 
matter  of  threats  to  life  and  property  because  of 
lack  of  traffic  lights.  I  trust  that  the  Mayor  will 
consider  this  order  favorably,  so  that  such  points 
in  Boston  may  be  safeguarded. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN— Mr.  President,  I  know 
that  the  Council  is  practically  unanimous  in  favor 
of  this  or  any  similar  order,  but  for  purposes  of  the 
record  I  feel  it  should  be  said  that  the  amount  pro- 
vided under  this  order  would  be  a  very  inadequate 
sum  and  that  there  are  apparently  no  funds  avail- 
able to  really  meet  the  dangerous  situation  in  this 
city  today  caused  by  lack  of  traffic  lights.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  the  Mayor,  instead  of  being  satis- 
fied with  the  appropriation  of  such  an  amount  as  is 
here  proposed,  will  consider  some  means  of  raising 
a  more  adequate  sum  for  the  establishment  of  traffic 
lights  where  they  are  most  needed,  the  location,  of 
course,  being  left  to  the  Traffic  Commissioner.  I 
believe,  however,  that  the  order  should  pass. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  16,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Brackman,  Doherty, 
Dowd,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald, 
Gallagher,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy,  McGrath,  Mellen 
George  A.  Murray,  Peter  A.  Murray,  Roberts, 
Rosenberg,  Selvitella — 16. 

Nays — 0. 
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TRANSFER   TO   POLICE   STATIONS. 

President  FITZGERALD  called  up,  under 
unfinished  business,  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  New  Fire  Stations 
and  Additions  to  and  Improvement  of  Existing 
Fire  Stations,  $8,098.68,  to  the  appropriation  for 
New  Police  Stations  and  Additions  to  and  Improve- 
ment of  Existing  Police  Stations,  $8,098.68. 

On  March  29,  1937,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  19,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  17,  nays  0. 


REPORT   OF  COMMITTEE   ON   PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred February  8)  re  release  of  rights  to  lay  water 
pipes  on  Colwell  avenue,  Brighton — recommendirig 
reference  to  Executive  Committee. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 


USE   OF   CERTAIN   STREETS   AS 
"PLAY   STREETS." 

Coun.  BRACKMAN  and  DOWD  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  the  Traffic  Commission  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  closing  certain  streets  in  the  City 
of  Boston  during  the  summer  months  as  "play 
streets." 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PETITIONS  FOR  OIL  AND  GAS  PERMITS. 
Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  to  adopt  a  rule  so 
that  no  petition  for  oil  or  gas  permits,  for  any  loca- 
tion, be  entertained,  after  once  rejected,  for  a 
period  of  two  years. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioners  issue 
notice  that  no  application  for  an  oil  farm  will  be 
considered  for  what  is  known  as  the  Stearns 
Lumber  Wharf  in  Neponset  section  of  Dorchester. 

Coun.  McGRATH — Mr.  President,  in  the  past 
two  years  there  have  been  three  applications  for 
the  storage  of  over  a  million  barrels  of  fuel  oil 
and  gasoline  on  what  is  known  as  the  Stearns 
Lumber  Wharf  property  in  Dorchester.  The 
Reverend  Father  O'Donnell,  pastor  of  St.  Anne's 
Church,  has  in  the  last  few  years  called  three 
protest  meetings  on  that  matter.  It  has  become 
necessary  for  him  to  thus  put  in  a  great  deal  of 
time  that  he  should  devote  to  the  parishioners 
and  the  poor  of  his  parish.  But  it  has  been 
continually  necessary  for  him  to  call  these  protest 
meetings  against  new  petitions  when  the  petition 
has  already  been  rejected  by  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners.  It  was  necessary  again  yester- 
day to  have  a  protest  meeting  in  St.  Anne's  Hall, 
in  Dorchester,  so  that  the  people  of  that  section 
could  register  their  objection.  The  inconvenience 
that  that  sort  of  thing  causes  people  of  the  section 
should  have  some  consideration  at  the  hands  of 
the  members  of  this  Council.  A  thousand  people 
massed  in  front  of  City  Hall  today  and  marched 
to  Faneuil  Hall  in  order  to  enter  their  protest 
against  another  application,  again  adding  to  the 
irritation  and  inconvenience  of  those  people.  I 
ask,  therefore,  that  this  order  be  adopted,  not 
only  for  the  protection  in  this  instance  of  the 
people  of  that  section  of  Dorchester,  but  for  the 
protection  of  the  people  of  the  entire  City  of 
Boston  in  matters  of  this  kind. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PAYMENTS   FOR   EXTRA   WORK. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  advise  the 
City  Council  as  to  the  legality  of  a  proposed 
ordinance  limiting  payments  for  extra  work  on 
city  contracts  to  10  per  cent. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  we  have  for  a 
great  many  years  seen  the  unhappy  spectacle, 
not  only  in  this  administration  but  in  a  number  of 
others,  after  a  contract  has  been  awarded,  of  later 
on  having  large  sums  of  money  added  to  the  pay- 
ments under  the  original  contract.  Last  Monday, 
for  example,  we  considered  the  case  of  an  original 
contract  with  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  amounting  to  $30,000,  to  which  later 
$45,000  was  added.  You  all  know  that  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  sent  in  a  statement  that  I  was  not 
telling  the  truth  about  the  White  Fund,  and  I 
stood  on  the  floor  here  last  Monday  and  stated 
that  I  would  meet  the  Mayor  at  the  auditor's 
office  the  next  day,  and  that  if  I  was  not  correct 
I  would  resign  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council, 
and  that  he,  in  turn,  if  he  were  not  correct,  should 
resign  as  Mayor  of  this  city.  But  the  Mayor 
knew  that  I  was  correct  and  simply  contented 
himself  with  issuing  a  statement  to  the  news- 
papers, thereby  avoiding  meeting  the  issue  with 
me  personally.  I  now  say  to  the  Mayor  that 
Dowd  told  the  truth  in  regard  to  the  Codman 
Hill  Construction  Company,  and  the  Mayor 
knew  that  I  was  telling  the  truth.  And  let  me 
say  to  the  Mayor  that  it  is  not  the  first  time  he 
has  been  in  a  gift  contract  racket,  because  since 
1935  the  records  in  the  auditor's  office  show  that 
twenty-five  gift  contracts,  totaling  over  $100,000. 
have  been  given  to  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company.  May  I  point  out  to  you,  Mr.  Mayor, 
and  to  Mr.  Hall,  who  has  charge  of  the  public 
buildings,  that  you  gave  a  contract  without  a  bid 
for  the  shoring  up  of  Quincy  Market,  the  original 
contract  figure  being  $20,000,  without  a  bid,  a 
little  later  an  additional  amount  of  $14,300  being 
added,  and  soon  after  $15,000,  making  a  total  of 
over  $49,000,  given  out  without  competitive  bids 
to  the  same  concern  that  looted  the  fund  left  by 
the  dead  man,  Mr.  White, — the  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company.  Oh,  no,  I  am  not  lying, 
and  I  am  going  to  submit  to  the  editors  of  every 
newspaper  in  Boston  the  figures  showing  what  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  has  received. 
I  don't  mind  contractors  getting  work,  where 
the  work  has  to  be  done,  but  I  do  object  to  four 
gentlemen  receiving  in  the  course  of  one  year 
$700,000  without  a  single  competitive  bid.  There- 
fore, I  am  asking  the  Corporation  Counsel  to 
advise  us  whether  or  not  it  is  possible  to  stop 
this  racket,  and  whether  it  is  possible  to  stop  the 
new  racket  now  going  on  under  the  guise  of  "emer- 
gency." On  every  contract  that  is  being  given  to 
these  gentlemen  by  the  Mayor  we  are  told  it  is 
an  "emergency  contract."  The  Mayor  knows 
better  than  that.  This  condition  has  been  going 
on  for  years,  but  the  time  has  come  when  it  has 
got  to  be  stopped.  When  we  see  one  man,  a 
close  political  friend  of  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  in 
the  course  of  some  twenty-six  months  receiving 
over  $400,000,  under  so-called  emergency  or 
non-competitive  contracts,  I  say  to  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  that  he  knows  what  is  going  on.  And  he 
is  crying  out  to  everyone  that  he  is  an  honest 
man.  Nobody  said  he  was  not  an  honest  man. 
Nobody  has  called  him  a  dishonest  man.  But 
let  me  say  to  you,  Mr.  President,  that  the  man 
who  sits  in  the  office  of  Mayor  of  Boston  and 
allows  his  friends  or  his  relatives  to  pilfer  the  city 
treasury  under  the  guise  of  emergency  and  non- 
competitive contracts,  under  which  these  extra 
amounts  are  paid,  to  my  mind,  is  just  as  dishonest 
and  guilty  as  those  contractors  who  are  getting 
the  benefit  of  it. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNALS,    HEMENWAY   STREET 
AND   WESTLAND   AVENUE. 

Coun.  ROBERTS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  provide 
for  the  installation  of  automatic  traffic  signals  at 
the  junction  of  Hemenway  street  and  Westland 
avenue,  Ward  4. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


APRIL    12,     1937. 


171 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   CHAPTER   163. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  chapter  163  of  the  Acts  of  1937, 
entitled,  "An  Act  relative  to  Payments  under  the 
Boston  Retirement  Act  for  Incapacity  or  Death 
occasioned  by  an  Accident  or  by  Undergoing  a 
Hazard  peculiar  to  the  Member's  Employment," 
be,  and  hereby  is,  accepted. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


COMPENSATION     FOR     ELECTION 
SUPERVISORS. 

Coun.  HARRIS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  under  the  provision  of  section  23, 
chapter  54,  of  the  General  Laws,  the  compensation 
for  supervisors  appointed  to  act  in  the  special 
election  in  Ward  9,  on  March  30,  1937,  be  fixed  at 
the  rate  of  $9  a  day. 

Passed     under     suspension     of     the     rule. 


PLAYGROUND,    WARD   9. 

Coun.   HARRIS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  place  a  playground  on  land  owned  by  the  city 
at  the  corner  of  Roxbury  and  King  streets,  Ward  9. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TAKING   OF   SEA   WORMS. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA  offered  the  following: 
An    Ordinance    Concerning    the  Taking  of   Sea 

Worms.     Be   it   ordained   by   the  City  Council  of 

Boston,  as  follows: 

Chapter  thirty-nine  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of 

1925  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting  after  section 

twenty-one  the  following: 

Taking   of   Sea   Worms. 

Section  21-A.  No  person  other  than  a  regis- 
tered voter  of  the  City  of  Boston  shall  take  sea- 
worms  within  the  limits  of  the  city,  except  that 
this  prohibition  shall  not  apply  to  a  person  taking 
for  his  own  use  and  not  for  purposes  of  sale  not  more 
than  one-half  pint  of  sea  worms  in  any  one  day. 
Any  person  violating  the  provisions  of  this  section 
shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  twenty 
dollars  for  each  offense. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  wonder  if  the 
councilor  who  has  offered  this  ordinance  will  en- 
lighten the  other  members  in  regard  to  it.  I  don't 
know  what  it  is  about. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  I  am  not 
surprised  that  the  members  are  somewhat  mystified 
and  amused  by  the  wording  of  the  ordinance. 
But  there  is  a  situation  existing  in  the  City  of 
Boston  whereby  a  number  of  nonresidents  of  this 
city  are  able  to  go  to  various  flats  in  South  Boston, 
Charlestown  and  East  Boston,  and  dig  these  sea 
worms,  so-called,  and  commercialize  them  to  an 
extent  that  means  quite  a  profitable  business.  On 
the  other  hand,  residents  of  Boston  who  go  to  the 
mud  flats  of  Revere  or  other  parts  of  the  Common- 
wealth are  barred  from  such  digging,  are  dis- 
criminated against.  Therefore,  at  the  behest  of 
hundreds  of  Boston  residents,  I  have  filed  this 
ordinance. 

The  ordinance  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 


ACCEPTANCE    OF    PLAIN    STREET,    DOR- 
CHESTER. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 

be  requested  to  accept  and  lay  out  Plain  street  in 

Dorchester  by  W.  P.  A.  labor. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  HOWE  AVENUE,  WARD  7- 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,   through   his  Honor  the   Mayor,   to 
accept  and  lay   out   as  a  public   highway,    Howe 
avenue,  Ward  7. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SALARIES  OF  CHILD  WELFARE  DIVISION 
VISITORS. 

Coun.  TOBIN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Institutions  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
place  visitors  in  the  Child  Welfare  Division  of 
said  department  on  the  same  salary  basis  as  those 
employed  in  the  Public  Welfare  Department. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

By  direction  of  President  FITZGERALD  the 
Council  at  2.44  p.  m.  took  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in 
the  Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
Coun.  GALLAGHER  at  4.10  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE     REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive 
Committee,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Doris  E.  V.  Foster,  Repertory  Theatre,  April 
24 — recommending  that  leave  be  granted  on 
usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  on  usual  con- 
ditions. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  todav)  accepting 
chapter  163  of  Acts  of  1937,  entitled,  "An  Act 
relative  to  Payments  under  the  Boston  Retire- 
ment Act  for  Incapacity  or  Death  occasioned 
by  ah  Accident  or  by  Undergoing  a  Hazard 
peculiar  to  the  Member's  Employment" — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today  from  Committee  on  Public  Lands) 
re  release  of  rights  to  lay  water  pipes  on  Colwell 
avenue,   Brighton — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  19,  nays  0. 

4.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  April  5)  accepting  chapter  159  of  Acts 
of  1936,  Public  Works  Project  for  Huntington 
Avenue  Subway — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, at  the  outset  I  want  it  clearly  understood 
that  I  am  not  opposed  to  any  public  improvement 
that  will  guarantee  work  to  many  men,  but  this 
particular  subway,  costing  $1,700,000  for  1,500 
feet  of  actual  subway,  is  not  a  guaranty  of  perma- 
nent work  for  any  length  of  time  to  any  large 
number  of  men.  I  asked  Colonel  Sullivan  how 
much  money  would  be  involved  in  the  matter 
of  paying  wages.  He  could  not  give  a  definite 
figure,  but  said  something  about  half  a  million 
dollars.  In  other  words,  $1,200,000  goes  else- 
where than  to  the  laboring  force.  I  also  asked 
him  if  those  who  had  not  worked  on  the  W.  P.  A. 
projects  would  receive  work,  and  he  said,  in  some 
cases,  or  words  to  that  effect.  In  other  words, 
this  will  not  really  afford  any  additional  relief  to 
the  unemployed,  but  will  simply  give  a  little 
improvement  to  the  Back  Bay  section  and  save 
people  traveling  to  Jamaica  Plain  perhaps  eleven 
and  one  half  minutes.  I  have  never  yet  seen  the 
Boston  Elevated  officials  live  up  to  a  time  schedule 
that  they  have  guaranteed,  and  I  seriously  doubt 
whether  there  will  even  be  any  such  saving  as 
has  been  promised  to  those  traveling  out  along 
that  line.  We  have  more  than  once  been  given 
promises  of  service  that  have  not  been  carried  out. 
Today  we  heard  Mr.  Dana  say  that  the  deficit 
this  year  will  probably  be  $1,800,000,  and  Boston's 
share  of  that  deficit  will  be  in  the  vicinity  of  67 
per  cent.  That  is  a  lot  of  money,  sir.  Your 
Committee  on  Appropriations  only  a  few  weeks 
ago,  when  studying  the  budget,  made  every 
attempt  to  save  money  for  the  taxpayers.  We 
have  heard  the  old  story  that  this  will  not  cost 
the  taxpayers  one  cent.  As  a  member  of  the 
Legislature  I  heard  that  story  when  various 
projects  were  under  consideration,  and  when 
the  thing  was  all  sifted  down  we  found  that  we 
had  to  appropriate  money  through  loan  orders  or 
in  some  other  way  to  meet  the  deficit,  made  up  of 
amounts  that  officials  had  failed  to  figure  in  the 
original  cost.     This  thing  has  been  jockeyed   for 
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the  last  two  years.  We  originally  heard  that 
the  tunnel  was  going  to  be  extended  to  the  Boston 
Opera  House,  and  was  to  cost  $6,000,000.  It  is 
now  proposed  to  go  to  Mechanics  Building,  and 
we  are  told  that  it  is  going  to  cost  $1,700,000. 
Now,  Mr.  President  and  fellow  members,  I  would 
be  for  this  if,  in  my  opinion,  it  meant  an  actual 
improvement  in  the  City  of  Boston  and  an  oppor- 
tunity to  place  a  large  number  of  men  at  work. 
If  it  meant  spending  a  million  for  labor  in  Boston 
and  actual  hand  labor  would  be  assigned  to  it, 
and  if  it  meant  a  really  necessary  and  important 
improvement  to  our  city,  I  would  vote  for  it. 
But  I  do  not  feel  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  at 
the  present  time.  I  am  not  for  these  big  projects 
where  hand  labor  will  get  perhaps  $400,000  and 
$1,200,000  or  $1,300,000  will  be  spent  for  other 
purposes.  We  have  seen  projects  like  Kenmore 
Station  where  there  was  very  little  real  benefit 
to  labor,  although  five  or  six  million  dollars  have 
been  expended.  And  in  this  project  the  people 
of  Jamaica  Plain  are  not  guaranteed  real  service. 
They  are  replacing  one  neck  of  the  bottle  at 
Dartmouth  and  Arlington  streets  and  coming 
out  the  other  neck  of  the  bottle  at  Huntington 
avenue  and  Massachusetts  avenue,  one  of  the 
most  congested  placed  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
I  tell  the  members  of  the  Council  to  go  slow  on 
this  project.  There  is  something  wrong  some- 
where, because  Uncle  Sam  will  never  be  generous 
enough  to  give  us  a  million  dollars.  I  recall 
that  he  was  going  to  give  us  large  amounts  some 
months  ago,  but  he  retracted.  I  feel  very  sure 
that  a  large  part  of  the  expense  will  eventually 
have  to  be  borne  by  our  Boston  taxpayers.  We 
have  been  trying  to  save  money  here,  have  been 
trying  to  hold  the  tax  rate  down  to  a  minimum. 
If  you  vote  for  this,  you  will  not  succeed  in  doing 
that.  You  will  have  to  pay  the  bill.  If  you 
don't  pay  it  this  year,  you  will  pay  it  in  the  course 
of  the  next  two  or  three  years.  I  say,  sir,  go 
slow. 

Coun.  DOHERTY— Mr.  President,  I  hope  that 
the  members  of  the  Council  will  vote  for  the  sub- 
way this  afternoon,  because  I  believe  it  means  a 
good  deal  to  the  people  of  Roxbury  and  of  Jamaica 
Plain.  I  don't  think  the  Transit  Commissioner 
when  he  brought  in  the  plans  this  afternoon,  had 
any  idea  of  simply  stopping  noise  at  the  hotels. 
I  feel  that,  as  a  good  public  servant,  he  had  the 
interest  of  the  people  at  heart.  This  project  is 
certainly  in  the  interest  of  the  people  of  Roxbury 
and  of  Jamaica  Plain.  At  the  present  time, 
according  to  Mr.  Dana,  40,000  people  will  benefit 
by  it.  Some  people  are  under  the  impression  that 
this  is  simply  going  to  help  Brookline.  But  it  is 
the  people  of  Roxbuty  and  Jamaica  Plain  who 
will  in  the  main  benefit  by  it.  Just  go  up  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Mission  Church  of  a  Wednes- 
day afternoon  and  see  the  thousands  of  people 
going  there.  This  is  going  to  aid  them,  the  same 
as  it  is  going  to  aid  thousands  of  other  people  in 
that  section  and  beyond.  Those  of  you  who 
have  been  delayed  night  after  night,  as  I  have 
been,  in  the  Berkeley  and  Arlington  street  section, 
one  of  the  most  congested  places  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  will  realize  what  it  means  to  have  some- 
thing done  that  will  save  the  five  or  six  minutes 
that  is  now  lost  at  that  point  alone,  because  of 
traffic,  to  say  nothing  of  the  delay  beyond  there. 
You  can  now  walk  up  beyond  that  point  much 
more  rapidly  than  you  can  travel  in  the  cars. 
Then,  there  is  a  chance  to  take  advantage  of  the 
very  material  aid  that  will  be  given  by  the  Gov- 
ernment on  this  matter  and  having  this  done  by 
W.  P.  A.  labor  will  keep  men  at  work.  I  believe 
this  is  the  time  to  carry  through  a  most  important 
project,  one  that  will  furnish  employment  and 
that  will  be  an  asset  to  the  people  of  Jamaica 
Plain  and  Roxbury. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  think,  of 
course,  that  it  would  be  very  pleasant  to  have  all 
of  the  surface  cars  of  Boston  placed  underground. 
If  that  were  feasible,  I  would  like  to  see  it  don  e 
and  I  think  it  would  be  pleasant  for  everyone 
concerned.  But  the  real  test  is  whether  a  city 
that  is  now  bankrupt  can  afford  to  participate  in 
any  such  proposition  as  this  proposed  improve- 
ment. Although  I  have  the  highest  regard  for 
the  ability  of  Colonel  Sullivan  of  the  Transit 
Department,  I  have  considerable  doubt  about  the 
figures  that  have  been  presented  to  us  in  regard 
to  this  matter.  I  might  state,  as  a  matter  of 
record,  that  it  was  brought  out  in  the  Executive 
Committee  that  the  proposed  tunnel  is  going  to 
extend  to  Mechanics  Building,  a  distance  of  per- 
haps 1,500  feet,  and  that  it  will  cost  $1,750,000, 


or  more  than  $1,000  a  foot.  We  are  told  that  the 
Government  will  spend  approximately  $1,000,000 
out  of  the  $1,750,000.  But  the  whole  thing  was 
left  in  a  very  hazy  way,  in  my  mind,  and,  judging 
from  past  experience,  I  don't  like  that  word 
"approximately"  one  million.  But,  taking  it  as 
a  fact  that  the  million  is  to  be  paid  by  the  Federal 
Government,  we,  the  City  of  Boston,  are  going 
to  raise  three  quarters  of  a  million  by  loan  order 
if  the  vote  goes  through.  We  are  told  that  the 
$750,000  and  the  interest  we  pay  on  the  borrowed 
money  will  come  back  to  us  in  the  form  of  rentals 
from  the  Elevated  at  the  rate  of  i\  per  cent  a 
year,  which,  they  say,  will  take  care  of  the  in- 
vestment of  $750,000  eventually  and  will  also 
pay  the  annual  interest  that  we  pay  each  year. 
Of  course,  however,  when  we  smoked  the  thing 
out  it  became  apparent  that  it  was  wholly  a 
bookkeeping  proposition,  and  we  remember  that 
the  deficit  of  the  Elevated  last  year  was  $1,800,000, 
for  which  the  City  of  Boston  is  stuck  more  than 
a  million;  also  the  fact  that  the  Elevated,  as  a 
bookkeeping  matter,  is  supposed  to  pay  us  $33,000 
rental  on  the  new  subway,  which  simply  means 
that  the  deficit  is  that  much  less,  but  that  we  are 
still  below  water.  Mr.  Dana  admitted  eventually, 
although  he  did  not  use  the  word,  that  the  rental 
item  is  just  a  joker.  You  have  the  road  running 
at  a  large  annual  deficit,  so  that  you  will  never 
really  get  any  rental  back  from  this  or  any  new 
subway.  They  also  talked  a  good  deal  about  the 
thousand  men  who  are  going  to  work,  but  it  was 
further  admitted  that  this  project  will  not  mean 
the  additional  employment  of  1,000  W.  P.  A.  men, 
but  merely  the  assignment  of  men  now  on  W.  P.  A. 
to  this  new  project.  The  only  real  supposed 
benefit  of  this  investment  is  the  relief  of  traffic 
congestion  between  the  existing  Park  and  Boyl- 
ston  street  tunnel  and  Copley  square,  on  Boylston 
street.  If  we  must  have  traffic  relief  along  Boyl- 
ston street,  from  the  present  end  of  the  subway  to 
the  Public  Library,  I  would  urge  that  a  much 
cheaper  traffic  relief,  although  perhaps  not  quite 
so  convenient  for  some  people,  would  be  to  bar 
all  automobile  and  truck  traffic  along  Boylston 
street,  in  that  particular  section  at  the  busy  time. 
If  we  must  have  traffic  relief  on  Boylston  street 
from  that  point  to  Copley  square,  we  can  get  a 
real  measure  of  relief  by  barring  vehicular  traffic 
along  that  street  in  the  busy  hours  of  the  day. 
Mr.  President,  we  cannot  afford  to  do  this  with 
the  condition  the  city  is  in  at  the  present  time, 
cannot  afford  to  appropriate  $750,000  of  the 
city's  money  for  this  project,  which  will  simply 
mean  the  construction  of  1,500  feet  of  subway 
from  the  present  end  of  the  Park  street-Boylston 
street  tunnel  to  Mechanics  Building,  a  distance 
that  is  hardly  more  than  a  good  stone's  throw. 

Coun.  MELLEN— Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
record  myself  with  my  colleague  from  Wards  13 
and  17  (Coun.  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald  and  Wilson) 
on  this  matter.  While  Charlestown  has  the 
eyesore  Elevated  structure  it  now  has,  I  do  not 
propose  to  vote  for  anything  that  the  Elevated 
wants.  So  long  as  we  have  that  outrageous 
Elevated  structure  running  through  Charlestown 
that  will  continue  to  be  my  position.  I  ask  for 
a  roll  call  on  the  passage  of  this  order. 

Coun.  ROBERTS— Mr.  President,  I  don't 
propose  to  prolong  the  debate,  but  it  seems  pretty 
clear  that  there  are  two  important  questions  to 
consider  in  connection  with  it — first,  whether 
we  can  actually  afford  the  money  to  put  into  this 
venture  and,  second,  whether  as  a  matter  of 
public  convenience  it  is  necessary.  I  would  say 
at  the  outset  to  my  friend  from  Ward  13  (Coun. 
Peter  J.  Fitzgerald)  that,  while  I  cannot  give  my 
guaranty  that  Uncle  Sam  will  not  go  back  on  the 
amount  which  we  are  told  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment will  eventually  contribute  toward  this  project, 
$1,000,000,  Colonel  Sullivan  of  the  Transit  Depart- 
ment seems  to  think  that  the  Government  will 
go  through  and  contribute  the  million.  Also,  I 
do  not  believe  the  trustees  will  ever  sign  this 
unless  they  have  a  contract  or  binding  assurance 
that  a  million  will  actually  be  received  from  the 
Federal  Government.  There  seems  to  be  some 
controversy  about  the  amount  of  money  that  the 
Elevated  may  save  through  the  installation  of  this 
improvement.  It  may  be  that  they  will  save  very 
little  money,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  such 
an  improvement  in  the  service  as  will  result  from 
it  will  bring  a  great  benefit  to  the  Elevated  through 
increased  patronage.  It  so  happens  that  this 
benefits  my  district  perhaps  more  than  any 
other  district  in  Boston.  Complaints  have  been 
continually  made  about  the  length  of  time  it  takes 
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to  ride,  for  example,  from  the  Peter  Bent  Brigham 
Hospital  to  Charles  street,  that  one  can  go  more 
quickly  on  foot  than  by  the  Elevated.  If  there 
can  be  a  ten-minute  improvement  in  the  running 
time  along  this  route,  as  has  been  suggested,  I  am 
sure  that  the  Elevated  will  receive  a  greater 
amount  of  traffic,  that  a  great  many  people  who 
now  walk  or  who  use  other  means  to  get  back 
and  forth  will  use  the  Elevated.  And  I  believe 
the  amount  that  the  Government  will  contribute 
towards  this  project,  which  we  are  assured  will  be 
$1,000,000,  will  make  it  entirely  feasible.  The 
Government  has  turned  down  a  new  City  Hall 
and  other  projects,  but,  for  some  reason,  I  under- 
stand that  the  Government  is  ready  to  go  along 
on  this.  Also,  the  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
which  haB  been  against  some  of  the  other  pro- 
posed improvements,  favors  this,  and  I  under- 
stand that  it  is  also  supported  by  the  Municipal 
Research  Bureau  and  other  organizations.  At 
any  rate,  organizations  which  have  been  against 
other  proposed  projects  to  which  the  Government 
was  supposed  to  contribute,  favor  this.  I  sym- 
pathize, of  course,  with  our  friend  from  Charles- 
town  (Coun.  Mellen)  in  his  desire  to  have  the 
Elevated  structure  in  his  district  torn  down,  and 
his  feeling  that  he  cannot  vote  for  this  project 
until  that  is  carried  out.  But  I  don't  think  our 
voting  for  or  against  this  will  improve  the  standing 
of  Charlestown  in  the  matter  of  the  proposed 
removal  of  the  Elevated  structure  over  there, 
because  I  think  this  is  the  last  Government 
project  that  we  will  have  to  pass  on. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
I  hope  this  order  will  pass.  The  people  of  Roxbury 
and  Jamaica  Plain  have  for  a  number  of  years 
been  very  seriously  inconvenienced  and  delayed 
because  such  a  subway  has  not  been  provided  for 
the  end  of  the  Park  and  Boylston  street  subway. 
People  are  seriously  held  up  and  delayed  in  that 
section,  and  it  is  time  that  something  should  be 
done  about  it.  The  congestion  -has  been  from 
Massachusetts  avenue  in.  This  project  is  now 
offered,  which  will  relieve  the  situation,  and  I 
certainly  trust  that  it  will  be  put  through.  Colonel 
Sullivan  has  assured  us  that  half  or  more  will  go 
for  labor.  I  know  that  the  people  of  Jamaica 
Plain  are  heartily  in  accord  with  this  plan.  Of 
course,  it  only  means  a  start,  but  it  will  be  a  start 
and  we  will  eventually  go  by  subway  to  Heath 
street,  under  South  Huntington  avenue.  I 
certainly  trust  that  the  order  will  pass. 
.  Coun.  BRACKMAN— Mr.  President,  if  Boston 
is  to  progress  at  all  as  a  city  it  must  remove  some 
of  the  obstacles  that  have  been  retarding  its 
progress.  Just  think  of  the  time  it  now  takes, 
from  a  minimum  of  fifteen  minutes  to  forty-five 
minutes,  to  travel  this  short  distance  of  1,500  feet, 
by  street  car.  Because  of  the  congestion,  auto- 
mobiles and  cars  being  tied  up  in  knots,  it  offers 
practically  the  greatest  difficulty  to  transporta- 
tion that  we  find  in  any  part  of  Boston.  It  means 
that  a  great  many  people  who  are  compelled  to 
use  those  lines  are  very  seriously  inconvenienced 
and  delayed.  I  understand  that  40,000  people 
using  those  lines  are  involved,  and  that  it  also 
costs  the  Boston  Elevated  a  considerable  sum 
because  of  the  tying  up  of  the  rolling  stock  in  times 
of  congestion.  It  simply  calls  attention  to  the 
archaic  conditions  that  have  existed  in  Boston  for 
many  years.  It  may  be  said  that  this  is  only  a 
section  of  subway  that  is  provided,  but  the  history 
of  the  city  transportation  reveals  that  all  the 
underground  transit  work  has  been  done  in  small 
parts  from  time  to  time,  that  no  large  part  of  the 
subway  has  been  built  at  any  one  time.  It  is  through 
small  parts  like  this,  done  year  after  year,  that 
congestion  is  relieved  on  the  narrow  streets  of 
Boston.  This  is  an  opportune  time  to  carry  the 
project  through,  because  we  are  going  to  get  from 
the  Federal  Government  $1,000,000  out  of  the 
$1,750,000.  That  seems  reasonably  assured.  We 
will  probably  never  again  in  the  history  of  the  city 
have  a  chance  to  receive  assistance  to  such  a  sub- 
stantial amount,  which  will  represent  at  least 
something  in  return  for  the  large  amounts  which 
this  state  contributes  to  the  Federal  Government 
and  which  is  spent  in  other  sections  of  the  United 
States.  We  pay  a  large  proportion  of  the  taxes 
that  are  used  in  the  various  states,  whether  they 
need  the  money  or  not.  Here  is  a  chance  to  get 
something  back.  It  is  also  a  time  when  citizens 
are  walking  our  sidewalks  looking  for  work,  and 
here  is  an  opportunity  to  put  a  thousand  men  at 
work,  possibly  for  a  year's  time,  on  a  project  for 
which  we  will  have  something  to  show.  It  is  not  a 
leaf-raking    proposition,    but    is    something    that 


really  concerns  the  comfort  and  convenience  of 
our  citizens.  It  will  remain  as  a  monument  for 
years  to  come,  and  large  numbers  of  the  people  of 
Boston  will  enjoy  it.  I  see  no  substantial  argument 
for  the  defeat  of  the  measure.  The  cost  will  be 
largely  borne  by  the  Federal  Government,  and  it  is 
going  to  put  people  at  work.  I  trust  that  the 
Council  will  approve  it. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  I  have  no 
intention  of  prolonging  the  debate,  but  when  the 
councilor  from  Ward  12  (Coun.  Brackman)  speaks 
of  the  number  of  men  who  will  be  put  at  work,  I 
would  remind  him  that  this  will  not  mean  initial 
assignments  to  work,  but  transfers  of  the  men  from 
one  project,  where  they  are  at  work  anyway,  to 
another. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN — Mr.  President,  just  one 
word  in  reply  to  the  councilor.  There  are  many 
projects  expiring  now  and  many  men  will  be  laid 
off  if  something  is  not  done.  To  keep  men  going 
is  the  same  as  putting  them  on.  It  is  as  broad  as 
it  is  long.  If  there  are  no  new  projects,  they  will 
go  back  to  welfare  or  walking  the  sidewalks.  This 
is  going  to  absorb  many  men  who  would  otherwise 
be  laid  off  at  the  present  time,  and  there  is  a  great 
possibility  that  we  will  even  take  some  of  the  men 
off  the  welfare  list  to  do  this  work.  I  understand 
that  some  men  are  being  taken  off  the  welfare  roll, 
and  this  will  afford  an  opportunity  to  take  many 
of  them  off. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  think  the  saving  of  time  that  has  been 
referred  to  would  simply  be  a  few  minutes,  running 
up  to  perhaps  ten  or  eleven  minutes,  and  that  it 
would  not  amount  to  fifteen  or  forty-five  minutes, 
as  the  councilor  has  said.  I  think  there  is  no 
justification  whatever  for  that  estimate.  Now, 
let  us  assume  that  a  thousand  men  are  to  go  to 
work  at  $15  a  week.  In  answer  to  the  councilor 
from  Jamaica  Plain,  I  heard  Colonel  Sullivan 
speak  about  $500,000  for  labor.  But  he  did  not 
make  a  definite  statement  in  regard  to  that. 
Assume,  however,  that  1,000  men  go  to  work  at 
$15  a  week,  and  that  we  have,  say,  three  shifts 
in  the  twenty-four  hours,  as  suggested  by  the 
Colonel,  that  money  will  certainly  be  used  up 
before  many  weeks.  And  that  assumes  that  the 
total  amount  involved  for  labor  will  be  as  much  as 
$500,000,  which,  as  I  understood  the  Colonel, 
was  not  at  all  definite.  Then,  the  so-called 
guaranty  from  the  Government,  of  $1,000,000, 
is  "approximate,"  "approximately  a  million." 
Certainly  the  figures  that  have  been  furnished  us 
give  no  warrant  for  the  statement  that  a  thousand 
men  will  be  employed  for  one  year.  The  figures 
tell  the  story,  and  there  they  are. 

Coun.  MELLEN — And  there  is  no  assurance, 
Mr.  President,  even  if  this  order  does  pass,  that 
the  Federal  Government  will  furnish  the  money. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
the  Dorchester  rapid  transit  project  was  passed 
some  time  ago,  and  it  was  done  with  the  help  of 
the  votes  of  members  of  this  Council  whose  consti- 
tuents are  now  interested  in  this  project,  and  who 
are  looking  for  similar  relief.  I  believe,  therefore, 
that  the  representatives  from  Dorchester  should 
now  come  to  the  assistance  of  the  people  of  Rox- 
bury and  Jamaica  Plain,  giving  us  the  same  kind 
of  service  back  and  forth  that  they  enjoy. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  with  reference 
to  the  people  of  Roxbury  and  Jamaica  Plain,  I 
do  have  their  interests  in  mind,  and  I  realize,  too, 
that  the  burden  will  not  be  placed  entirely  on  the 
backs  of  the  people  of  Dorchester,  but  also  will 
come  on  the  home  owners  of  Roxbury  and  Jamaica 
Plain,  who  will  have  to  pay  their  respective  share. 
We  were  told  by  the  Elevated  officials,  quite 
properly,  that  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Elevated  will  first  have  to  have  before  them  proof 
of  the  figure  that  the  Federal  Government  is 
going  to  allocate  towards  the  work.  But  we,  the 
City  Council,  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  are  asked  to  vote  blindly  for  this  pro- 
ject, to  which  our  taxpayers  -will  contribute  three 
quarters  of  a  million,  without  knowing  that  the 
Federal  Government  is  to  contribute  a  million, 
and  possibly  being  in  the  position  of  later  having 
to  furnish  the  additional  million  ourselves,  whereas 
the  directors  of  the  Elevated  will  insist  on  knowing 
the  exact  figures.  With  reference  to  men  going 
to  work,  I  have  a  real  interest  in  the  Transit 
Department  and  its  executive  head,  Colonel 
Sullivan,  in  reference  to  the  Commonwealth 
avenue  overpass.  He  informs  us  that  his  depart- 
ment will  handle  I  hat  particular  work.  So  there 
is  to  be  work  for  the  \V.  P.  A.  and  for  the  Transit 
Department  on  that  project. 
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Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  we  have  had  assurances  that  money  is 
to  be  sent  to  Boston  before  work  is  actually  started, 
while  I  am  going  to  vote  for  the  order  today,  I 
shall  reserve  my  right  when  the  matter  later  comes 
before  the  Council.  In  other  words,  we  have 
been  told  that  it  will  cost  the  City  of  Boston 
$750,000.  In  the  event  that  the  United  States 
Government  does  not  furnish  the  million  dollars, 
it  will  then  be  up  to  us  to  furnish  it,  and  I  shall 
certainly  not  vote  for  that.  But,  in  the  event 
that  the  loan  order  sent  up  by  the  Mayor  later 
does  not  exceed  $750,000  and  we  then  have  definite 
assurance  of  the  million  dollars  being  furnished 
by  the  Federal  Government,  because  it  will  fur- 
nish labor,  taking  men  off  the  streets,  and  because 
it  will  mean  a  convenience  and  comfort  to  a  great 
many  people  of  this  city,  I  shall  be  glad  to  go 
along.  No  one  will  be  more  pleased  than  I  to 
see  unemployed  men  in  this  city  getting  work. 
Therefore,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  matter 
before  us  today  is  simply  an  acceptance  of  the  act 
and  does  not  involve  later  action  to  be  taken 
upon  a  loan  order,  at  a  time  when  we  will  know 
more  about  the  facts  than  we  do  today,  I  am  going 
to  vote  for  the  acceptance  of  the  act,  with  reserva- 
tions to  the  effect  that  I  shall  vote  against  the 
loan  order  when  it  reaches  us  later,  if  I  think  it  is 
too  high. 

The  order  was  passed,  Coun.  PETER  A.  MUR- 
RAY asking  for  a  roll  call,  yeas  13,  nays  6: 

Yeas — Coun.  Brackman,  Doherty,  Dowd,  Fin- 
ley,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Harris,  Kilroy, 
George  A.  Murray,  Peter  A.  Murray,  Roberts, 
Rosenberg,  Tobin — 13. 

Nays — Coun.  Agnew,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Kerri- 
an,  Mellen,  Selvitella,  Wilson — 6. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Robert  L.  Cass  (re- 
ferred March  29)  for  reimbursement  of  amount  of 
judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts 
as  operator  of  motor  vehicles  belonging  to  Public 
Works  Department,  Sanitary  Division — recom- 
mending adoption  of  accompanying  order, "viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  sixty-two 
dollars  and  seventy  cents  ($262.70)  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  Robert  L.  Cass  in  reimbursement  for 
amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging 
to  the  Public  Works  Department,  Sanitary  Divi- 
sion, said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Alfred  J.  Torpey  (re- 
ferred March  22)  for  reimbursement  for  amount  of 
judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to 
Public  Works  Department,  Water  Division — 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  order, 
viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  nine 
dollars  and  ninety-five  cents  ($200.95)  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  Alfred  J.  Torpey  in  reimbursement 
for  amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him  on 
account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle 
be  longing  to  the  Public  Works  Department,  Water 
Division,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve 
Fund. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed 


OPENINGS  IN  CENTRE  STREET  ISLAND. 
Coun.  FINLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
make  suitable  openings  in  the  Centre  street  island 
at  the  intersections  of  the  following  streets  leading 
from  this  artery  and  eliminate  the  dangerous 
hazard  now  existing  at  these  points:  Buchanan 
road,  Walter  street  north  and  south,  Allendale 
road  and  the  entrance  to  the  Faulkner  Hospital, 
these  intersections  to  be  the  same  width  as  the 
intersecting  streets. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LEASE    OF    LOONIE    PROPERTY,    GIBSON 
STREET. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  advise  the  City  Council  with  reference  to  prop- 
erty of  one  Loonie  located  on  Gibson  street,  Dor- 
chester: 

(a)  The  date  when  the  city  leased  the  same. 

(b)  The  amount  of  annual  rental  being  paid. 

(c)  The  use  being  made  of  the  same. 

(d)  The  amount  spent  on  the  roof  of  the  barn 
or  any  other  part  of  the  property  either  bv  city  or 
W.  P.  A.  funds. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  of  course 
this  involves  what  has  now  become  a  rather  well 
known  fact,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  that  the 
City  of  Boston  has  leased  from  one  Loonie,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Public  Works  yard,  an  old  barn  on 
Gibson  street.  If  I  am  correctly  informed,  the 
annual  rental  runs  to  about  $1,800  a  year  or  better, 
and,  incidental  to  the  city  taking  it  over,  if  I  am  cor- 
rectly informed,  a  rather  substantial  amount  of 
W.  P.  A.  money  has  been  used  to  repair  at  least 
the  roof  of  the  old  barn.  Especially  in  view  of 
much  that  has  been  said,  and  the  apparent  favor 
in  which  this  particular  family  appears  to  stand 
at  the  present  time  and  under  present  auspices, 
I  think  it  is  rather  important  to  find  out  what  the 
arrangement  is  on  this  most  recent  plum  handed 
to  them. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


EFFECT  OF  BUDGET  CUT. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  advise 
the  City  Council  promptly  with  reference  to  his 
recent  statement  that  the  City  Council  cut  of 
$619,904  in  the  1937  budget  will  "almost  un- 
avoidably result  in  the  suspension  of  many  city 
employees": 

1.     The    exact    departments    which    will    be 
affected. 

2.  The  total  number  of  employees  in  each  of 
said  departments  who  will  be  suspended. 

3.  The  amount  the  pay  roll  in  each  department 
mil  be  reduced  as  a  result  of  the  suspensions 
referred  to. 

4.  The  total  amount  included  in  the  $619,904 
cut  which  the  Mayor  says  represents  pay  roll 
slash  and  a  consequent  suspension  of  employees. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  once  in 
awhile  I  read  the  newspapers,  most  especially 
when  I  am  trying  to  follow  some  of  the  Mayor's 
literary  efforts.  I  read  in  the  Saturday  papers — 
I  believe  I  am  correct  in  the  day — a  statement 
purporting  to  come  from  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  as 
follows : 

"I  shall  recommend,  among  other  things, 
supplementary  appropriations  for  departmental 
items  where  it  is  dearly  evident  that  the  amounts 
allowed  by  the  City  Council" — and  this  is  the 
most  important  phrase — "were  wholly  inadequate, 
would  surely  curtail  the  service  and  efficiency  of 
many  city  departments  and  would  almost  un- 
avoidably result  in  the  suspension  of  many  city 
employees." 

Of  course,  I  read  that  with  some  amazement  in 
view  of  the  assurances  of  the  committee,  which  I 
still  believe  were  the  fact,  that  the  cuts  in  the 
budget  would  not  result  in  the  loss  of  one  single 
permanent  job;  and  I  was  even  more  amazed  by 
the  Mayor's  statement,  I  believe  in  yesterday's 
paper,  that 

'A  study  of  the  reductions  voted  by  the  Council 
clearly  indicates  that  the  bulk  of  the  savings 
proposed  were  secured  by  reductions  under  three 
items,  namely,  repairs  to  motor  equipment, 
repairs  to  plant  and  structure  and  the  replacement 
through  purchase  of  motor  vehicles." 

I  cannot  reconcile  the  two  statements  by  the 
Mayor,  the  first  to  the  effect  that  the  cut  of 
$600,000  odd  must  unavoidably  result  in  the 
suspension  of  many  city  employees,  and  the  second 
statement,  to  the  effect  that  the  bulk  of  the  pro- 
posed savings  were  secured  by  reductions  in  repairs 


APRIL    12,    1937. 


175 


to  motor  equipment,  repairs  to  plant  and  structure, 
and  the  replacement  through  purchase  of  motor 
vehicles.  So  I  thought  there  would  be  no  objection 
on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  asking  the  Mayor 
to  tell  us  in  detail  the  exact  departments  where 
there  is  to  be  suspensions  of  many  city  employees, 
and  the  number  of  persons  involved,  if  he  can  do  so. 
The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


OPENING     OPPOSITE     WESTCHESTER 
ROAD. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested  to  construct  an  opening  on  the 
island  at  Centre  street  opposite  Westchester  road. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FIVE-CENT   FARES. 

Coun.  McGRATH  and  WILSON  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request  the 
trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  to  estab- 
lish a  five-cent  fare  from  Ashmont  Station  to  the 
Boston  City  Hospital. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  to 
establish  a  five-cent  fare  from  Ashmont  Station 
to  Marine  Park. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REJECTION  OF  APPOINTMENTS  BY 
MAYOR. 

Coun  KERRIGAN  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  Nos.  2  and  3  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

2.  Ordered,  That  the  appointment  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  of  Bradbury  F.  Cushing  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  for  the 
term  ending  January  8,  1941,  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  confirmed  and  approved;  and  be  it 
further 

Ordered,  That  Bradbury  F.  Cushing  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appointed  to  be  a  member  of  the  said 
Boston  Housing  Authority,  for  the  term  ending 
January  8,  1941. 

3.  Ordered,  That  the  appointment  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  of  John  Carroll  to  be  a  member  of 
the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  for  the  term  ending 
January  8,  1942,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  con- 
firmed and  approved;  and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  John  Carroll  be,  and  hereby  is, 
appointed  to  be  a  member  of  the  said  Boston 
Housing  Authority,  for  the  term  ending  January  8, 
1942. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation,  and  the 
clerk  called  the  roll,  with  the  following  result: 

Yeas — Coun.  Finley,  Peter  A.  Murray,  Rosen- 
berg, Selvitella,  Tobin — 5. 

Nays — Coun.  Agnew,  Doherty,  Dowd,  Peter  J. 
Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy,  McGrath, 
Mellen,  George  A.  Murray,  Wilson — 11. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — Five  having  voted  in 
the  affirmative  and  eleven  in  the  negative,  the 
appointments  are  rejected. 


Adjourned  at  4.50  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
KILROY,  to  meet  on  Monday,  April  26,  1937,  at 
2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  Gity  Council. 


(Monday,  April  26,  1937. 
Regular   meeting  of  the  'City   Council  in  the 
Council     Chamber,     City     Hall,     at     2     p.     m., 
President     FITZGERALD     in     the     chair     and 
all  the  members  present. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY    THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments, 
viz. : 

Weighers  of  Coal:  M.  D.  Streeter,  86  Ken- 
mere  road,  Medford,  Mass. ;  C.  D.  Parrott,  12 
Denvir  street,  Dorchester,  Mass. ;  A.  J.  Sang- 
ster,  4  Audrey  street,  Quincy.  Mass. ;  P. 
Mclver,    10   Whitman   street,   Dorchester,   Mass. 

Severally   laid  over  a  week  under  the  laiw. 


TELEPHONES  IN   USE    1927-1936. 
The  following  was  received : 

Cdlty   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  26,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  City  Auditor  relative  to  your 
order  of  March  29,  1937,  concerning  the  total 
number  of  telephone  machines  in  use  in  all 
city  departments  from  1927  to  1936. 
Resp-eetfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City   of   Boston, 
Auditing  Department,  April  23,  1937. 
Hon.   Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — Under  date  of  March  29,  1937,  the 
following  order  was  adopted  by  the  City 
Council: 

"Ordered,  That  the  City  Auditor  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise 
the  City  Council  promptly,  for  each  year 
from  1927  to  1936,  inclusive,  the  total  number 
of  'telephone  machines  in  use  in  all  city  de- 
partments, exclusive  of  the  School  and  County 
Departments." 

I  regret  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
comply  with  the  request  contained  in  this 
order.  The  records  Of  the  Auditing  Depart- 
ment on  telephone  machines  are  strictly  cur- 
rent, since  such  records  are  used  solely  for 
checking  current  bills.  It  was  possible  in 
the  former  report  to  inform  the  Council  on  the 
number'  of  machines  in  service  as  of  January 
1,  1937.  Bock  of  this  date,  however,  there 
are  no  records  from  which  the  information 
requested  by  the  Council  could  be  compiled. 
Respectfully, 
Charles  J.  Fox,  City  Auditor. 

Placed  on  file. 


BORROWING    FOR    AIRPORT     PURPOSES. 

The  following  was  received : 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   April  26,   1937.    . 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Park  Commissioners  in  which  it  is  requested 
that  chapter  160  of  the  Acts  of  1937  be  sub- 
mitted to  your  Honorable  Body  for  formal 
acceptance.  This  act  merely  extends  the  period 
of  time  within  which  the  City  of  Boston  may 
borrow  money  for  Airport  purposes.  Under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  271  of  the  Acts  of 
1931  the  city  was  authorized  to  borrow  within 
a  two-year   period   the  sum   of   $1,250,000   for 


improvements  at  the  Airport.  When  the 
time  limit  provided  in  this  legislation  had 
lapsed  there  was  an  unissuel  balance  of 
$2'2i,000  remaining  within  the  original  authori- 
zation. Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  160 
the  time,  for  using  this  balance  is  extended 
until  1938.  At  the  present  time  a  W.  P.  A. 
project  involving  a  contribution  by  the  Federal 
Government  in  the  amount  of  $1,300,000  is 
under  way  at  the  Airport.  The  city's  con- 
tribution to  this  project  is  $264,000.  It  is 
proposed  that  the  authority  granted  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  160  will  be  used  to 
satisfy  this  contribution.  I  recommend  adop- 
tion of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Oilty  of   Boston, 
Park    Department,    April   26,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 
My   dear   Mr.    Mayor, — You   are    respectfully 
requested    to    submit   to   the   City    Council    for 
their    acceptance    chapter    160    of   the    Acts    of 
1937,    approved    April    1,    1937,    which    is    an 
act   providing   for  an    extension   of   the   period 
within   which  the   City  of   Boston   may  borrow 
money     for     Airport     purposes.     There    Ss     an 
unissued  balance  of   $220,000   of  the  $1,250,000 
authorized  under  the  Boston   Airport  Improve- 
ment Loan,  Act  of  1931,  to  be  used  for  airport 
improvements,   etc. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  obtain  this 
amount  in  order  to  carry  out  our  agreement 
with  the  Government.  The  sponsor's  share 
fe  $264,000  of  a  grant  of  $1,300,000  for  Air- 
port  improvement    projects. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  chapter  160  of  the  Acts  of 
1937,  entitled  "An  Act  Providing  for  An  Ex- 
tension of  the  Period  Within  Which  the  City 
of  Boston  May  Borrow  Money  for  Airport 
Purposes"  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  accepted. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


APPOINTMENT    OF    CONSTABLES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   April  26,   1937. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
Honorable  Body,  I  hereby  appoint  the  follow- 
ing-named ■  persons  constables  of  the  City  of 
Boston  for  the  term  of  one  year,  beginning 
with  the  first  day  of  May,  1937,  without  power 
to  serve  civil  process  and  to  serve  without 
bond. 

Since  under  the  law  all  constables'  terms 
expire  on  April  30  of  each  year,  the  commis- 
sions of  all  constables  not  named  herein  will 
expire  on  April  30,  1937,  and  such  constables 
are  hereby  removed  from  office  from  and  after 
May  1,  1937,  for  the  good  of  the  service. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Connected  with  Official  Positions. 
Louis  Baldassaro,  1101  Saratoga  street,  Ward 
1 ;  Stephen  Baretta,  15  Lithgow  street,  Ward 
17 ;  Henry  Barry,  88  Norton  street,  Ward  IS  ; 
William  V.  Bell,  40  West  Walnut  park,  Ward 
11  ;  Edward  Berman,  49  Fabyan  street,  Ward 
14;  Kenneth  W.  Blennerhassett,  580  Common- 
wealth avenue,  Ward  5  ;  George  J.  Brackman, 
89  Waumbeck  street,  Ward  12  :  Frank  Broder- 
ick,  9  Cypress  street,  Ward  20 ;  William  W 
Brooks,  145  Belgrade  avenue,  Ward  20  ;  James 
D.  Canaris,  6  Westland  avenue,  Ward  4 
Manuel  T.  Oardoza,  194  Bennington  street 
Ward  1  ;  Felix  F.  J.  Carroll,  22  Cliff  street 
Ward  12  ;  James  D.  Collins,  28  Draper  street 
Ward  15  ;  Timothy  J.  Collins,  16  Fairbury 
street,  Ward  13;  James  W.  Daly,  42  Lambert 
street,  Ward  9 ;  Barney  C.  DeLuca,  72  Alex- 
ander street,  Ward  13  ;  John  DeRosso,  3984 
Washington  street.  Ward  19;  John  E.  Des- 
mond, 54  Parklawn  road,  Ward  20 ;  Angelo 
DiPietro,  286  Sumner  street,  Word  1  ;  Wil- 
liam    Doherty,     4     Dunmore     street,     Ward     8 ; 
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Charles   0.  Dooley,   111  Hatchings  street,  Ward 
12  ;   Charles  E.  Dowd,   102  Gainsborough  street, 
Ward     4 ;     Joseph     Leo     Duffley,     15     Spencer 
street,     Ward     17 ;     Cornelius     L.     Dundon,     48 
Faywood    avenue,    Ward    1 ;    Harold    Fardy,    12 
Belmont    street,    Ward    1  ;    James    F.    Farrell, 
2>9  Eomsey  street,  Ward  13  ;  Martin  J.  Feeney, 
331    Huntington   avemie,    Ward   4;    Edmund    B. 
Flaherty,  30  Sawyer  avenue,  Ward  13  ;  Thomas 
L.     Gallagher,     7     Prescott     street,     Ward     2 ; 
William     Gallagher,      696     Washington     street, 
Ward    22 ;    John    F.    Ganley,    98    Topliff    street, 
Ward    15  ;    Morton    S.    Garson,    51    Brookledge 
street,     Ward      12 ;     James     J.      Garvey,      16A 
Mt.    Vernon    street,    Ward    7 ;    Max    Goldfarb, 
31   Allen  street,   Ward  3  ;   Harold   M.   Goldstein, 
1©62    Commonwealth   avenue,   Ward   21  ;   Ernest 
Gooding,     92     St.     Botolph     street,     Ward     4 ; 
Gabriel   Grappocio,   47   Auburn   street,  Ward   3  ; 
Charles  F.  Green,   789  Columbia  road,  Ward  7.; 
Joseph     A.     Grover,     883     Huntington     avenue, 
Ward    10 :     Henry     J.     Gurl,     183     Huntington 
avenue,  Ward  4  ;   George  Halliday,   518  Sumner 
street,     Ward     1 ;     Simon     Hamwey,     96     Tyler 
street,    Ward    3 ;    James   V.    Hartrey,    895    East 
Fourth     street,     Ward     6 ;     Frank     M.     Hayes, 
259    Third    street,    Ward    6 ;    James    P.    Hayes, 
18    Archdale    road,    Ward    19 ;    Harry    A.    Hig- 
gins,    1125    Commonwealth    avenue,    Ward    21  ; 
Edward    Hutchinson,    49    Grampian   way,    Ward 
13 ;     Spyros     Kaliris,     76     Huntington     avenue, 
Ward    4 ;    David    Kaplan,     639    Morton    street, 
Ward    14 ;    Charles    W.    Kelley,    845    East   Third 
street,    Ward    6;    William    P.    Kelley,    716    Co- 
lumbia   road,   Ward   7 ;    David    D.    Kenney,    683 
Shawmut  avenue,  Ward  9  ;  Tliomas  H.   Keough, 
223    Tremont    street,    Ward    1 ;    Thomas    King, 
Sil   Empire  street,   Ward   22  ;   Robert   F.   Leahy, 
2    Mark    street,    Ward    10 ;    Edward    J.    Leary, 
90     Fenway,    Ward    4 ;     John    J.     Linihan,     53 
Ha.no  street,   Ward   22 ;    John    L.   Maloney,    588 
South    street,    Ward    19 ;    Andrew    Martin,     28 
Maynard    street,    Ward     18 ;     Edward     F.     Mc- 
Carthy,     252      Chestnut      avenue,      Ward       19 ; 
Thomas    A.    McDonald,     51    St.    Andrew    road, 
Ward    1  :    Thomas    J.    McDonough,    113    Havre 
street,    Ward    1 ;    Arthur   McElwain,    13    Centre 
street,     Ward     9;     Harry     W.     McNamara,     11 
Priscilla    road.    Ward     21  ;     Archibald    P.    Mc- 
Neil,    14     Blanche    street,     Ward     16;     Jame< 
Mercurio,  252  Saratoga  street,  Ward  1;  Arthur 
R.     Merritt,     263     Princeton     street.     Ward     1  : 
James   L.   Molloy,   275   Humboldt   avenue,   Ward 
12;     Timothy     F.     Murphy,     2.9     Edison    green. 
Ward     7;     Michael     F.     Murray,     151     Terrace 
street.    Ward    10 ;    Clarence    A.    Nado.    41     Ol  1 
Morton    street,    Ward    17;    David    I.    O'Connor, 
43    Iroquois    street,    Ward    10;    Walter    O'Don- 
<nell,   3  Lincoln  park.  Ward   6;  James  O'Hearn. 
820    River    street,    Ward    18;    Lewis    Polak.    7n> 
Columbus   avenue,    Ward    9  ;    Edward   J.    Potter. 
Jr.,    9A    Bunker    Hill    street.    Ward    2  ;    Petei' 
E.    Rasnick,    15    Ridgwood    street.     Ward     15 : 
Timothy   F.    Regan,    56    Eliot   street.    Ward    19  : 
Myers   Rosenberg.   576   Blue  Hill   avenue,   Ward 
14  ;   Francis   J.   Shea,   39   Belmont  street,   Ward 
1;     John     Skelly,     7     Paisley    park.    Ward     16: 
Hyman     Slate,     28     Phillips     street.     Ward     5: 
Leroy    R.    Sussman,    86    Bowdoin    street,    Ward 
3;    William    D.    Sweeney,    34    Sackville    street. 
Ward     2  ;    Joseph    Thomas.     143     Tyler    street. 
Ward     3;     Herbert     C.     Timson,     117     Beacon 
street,    Ward    IS;    Morris   Titlebaum,    19    Lome 
street,    Ward    14;    Joseph    Todesco,    33    North 
Bennet    street,    Ward    3 ;    John    W.    J.    Tuley. 
68    Grampian    way,    Ward    13 ;    Thomas   Under- 
wood,    63     Lawn     street,     Ward     10 :     John     I. 
Walsh,    1279    Columbus    avenue,    Ward    11. 

With     Animal     Rescue     League. 
Frederick    O.    Houghton,    363    Adams    street. 
Milton  ;     Archibald     C.     McDonald.     710     East 
Sixth     street,     Ward     6 ;     Edwin     L.     Sanders, 
202    Baker    street,    Ward    20. 

With    Massachusetts    S.    P.    C.    T.    A. 
Harry     L.     Allen,      180     Long-wood     avenue, 
Ward    4. 

Van   Drivers   Appointed   by   the    Court. 

Patrick  A.  Gargan,  80  Fairbanks  street, 
Ward  22  ;  Charles  M.  Shea,  33  Hillside  street, 
Ward   10. 

Laid    over    a    week    under    the   law. 


SALE     OF     PIGS,     DEER     ISLAND. 

The   following    was    received: 
Citv   of    Boston, 
Office    of    the    Mayor,    April    26,    1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — On  December  30,  1936,  I  sent 
to  your  Honorable  Body  an  order  which,  if 
adopted,  would  have  authorized  the  Penal 
Institutions  Commissioner  to  sell  100  pigs, 
which  at  the  time  were  ready  for  market, 
averaging    about   sixty    pounds    each. 

This  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Council,  and  on  February 
8,  1937,  the  adverse  report  of  the  Executive 
Committee  was  accepted  and  the  order  for 
the  sale  of   the  pigs   was   rejected. 

The  pigs  have  since  grown  so  that  they  now 
weigh  over  200  pounds  each ;  the  piggery 
is  overcrowded,  and  there  is  no  good  reason 
why  the  pigs  should  not  be  sold.  The  pres- 
ent market  price  is  approximately  10  cents 
a  pound,  and  I  again  present  an  order  author- 
izing their  sale,  which  I  recommend  and 
urge  your  Honorable  Body  to  adopt. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.     Mansfield,    Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Penal  Institutions  Com- 
missioner be  authorized  to  sell  at  public  or 
private  sale  to  the  highest  bidder  and  for 
not  less  than  the  market  price,  one  hundred 
(100)  pigs  at  the  House  of  Correction  in 
Deer  Island,  amounting  to  approximately 
twenty    thousand   pounds. 

Referred     to     Executive    Committee. 


LOAN  ORDER  FOR  $1,000,000. 

The  following  was  received: 

City    of    Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  26,   1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
107  of  the  Acts  of  1937  municipalities 
are  authorized  to  borrow  on  account  of 
public  welfare,  soldiers'  benefits  and  Federal 
Emergency  Unemployment  Relief  Projects, 
provided  that  an  amount  not  less  than  70  per 
cent  of  the  aggregate  expenditures  for  public 
welfare  and  soldiers'  relief  during  the  year 
1936  have  been  appropriated  to  be  raised  by 
taxation.  In  1936  the  aggregate  expenditures 
of  the  city  for  all  forms  of  public  welfare  and 
soldiers'  relief  were  $12,667,850.4S.  To  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  chapter  107  it  is 
necessary  for  the  city  to  appropriate  for  all 
forms  of  welfare  and  relief  to  be  included  in 
the  1937  tax  levy  a  total  of  $8,867,495.34. 

Including  the  supplementary  budget  recom- 
mendations which  are  now  under  considera- 
tion by  your  Honorable  Body,  I  have  recom- 
mended the  adoption  of  budget  appropriations 
for  the  Institutions,  Public  Welfare  and 
Soldiers'  Relief  Departments,  which  total  the 
70  per  cent  requirement  established  under 
chapter  107.  I  now  recommend  for  considera- 
tion by  your  Honorable  Body  a  loan  order 
providing  for  the  borrowing  of  $1, 000, 000,  the 
proceeds  to  be  used  to  reduce  the  amount 
which  otherwise  would  be  required  to  be 
raised  by  taxation  because  of  appropriations 
already  made  or  subsequently  to  be  made  for 
the  various  city  departments  for  W.  P.  A. 
projects. 

Up  to  the  present  time  appropriations  total- 
ing $682,400  have  been  approved  under  the 
H  budget  group.  It  is  anticipated  that  sup- 
plementary appropriations  under  this  group 
will  have  to  be  provided  in  the  Library,  Park, 
Public  Buildings,  Public  Welfare  and  Paving 
Departments.  I  trust  it  will  be  possible  to 
keep  the  total  of  these  supplementary  require- 
ments within  the  balance  of  the  proposed  loan 
remaining  after  the  appropriations  already 
made  have  been  deducted.  When  the  supple- 
mentary appropriations  under  the  H  group 
have  been  finally  determined,  I  shall  submit  a 
message  and  appropriation  recommendations 
to  your    Honorable   Body. 

In  view  of  the  fact  the  proceeds  of  the 
proposed    loan    are   to   be   used   to   reduce  the 
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tax  levy  requirements  of  the  current  year, 
adoption  of  the  accompanying  order  will  have 
a  direct  hearing  on  the  1937  tax  orate.  Since 
the  Board  of  Assessors  iplan  to  declare  the 
rate  on  or  about  June  1,  dt  is  desirable  that 
prompt  consideration  and  action  on  the  ac- 
companying order  be  taken.  I  recommend, 
therefore,  adoption  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of  1937,  the  sum  of 
$1,000,000  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  the 
proceeds  to  be  used  to  reduce  the  amount 
which  otherwise  would  be  required  to  be  raised 
by  taxation  because  of  appropriations  made 
or  to  be  made  for  Federal  Emergency  Unem- 
ployment Belief  Projects,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  city  treasurer  be  au- 
thorized to  dssue,  from  time  to  time,  upon 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount,  the 
same  to  be  issued  outside  the  limit  of  in- 
debtedness. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


SALARIES  OF  ASSESSORS. 

The    following  was   received: 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,  April   14,   1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — As  you  know,  the  work  of  the 
Assessing  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston 
has  increased  enormously  in  the  past  few 
years.  Petitions  for  abatement,  for  example, 
are  being  filed  at  the  rate  of  about  18,000  per 
year,  and  each  one  of  these  must  be  passed 
upon  by  the  assessors ;  first  by  a  single  as- 
sessor and  then  by  the  full  board.  But  that,  of 
course,  is  only  one  of  the  manifold  duties  of. 
the  Board. 

The  salaries  of  the  assessors  have  been  fixed 
by  statute  under  which  the  chairman  receives 
$7,500  and  the  other  two  members  of  the 
Board  only  $5,000  per  annum. 

Upon  my  petition,  a  bill  has  been  enacted 
in  the  Legislature,  a  certified  copy  of  which  is 
hereto  attached,  establishing  the  salaries  of 
the  assessors,  other  than  the  chairman,  at 
$6,000  instead  of  $5,000,  and  becomes  effective 
if  accepted  during  this  year  by  vote  of  the 
City   Council. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  the  assessors 
other  than  the  chairman  are  very  much 
underpaid.  I  therefore  submit  herewith  an 
order  for  the  acceptance  of  the  act  and  re- 
•spectfully  recommend  its  adoption  by  your 
Honorable   Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.   Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  chapter  190  of  the  Acts  of 
1937,  entitled  An  Act  relative  to  the  Salaries 
of  the  Principal  Assessors  of  the  '  City  of 
Boston,  be,  and   hereby  is,  accepted. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


"NO    PARKING"   SIGNS,    CHAMBERS 

STREET. 
The   following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   April  21,   1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  Traffic  Commissioner 
relative  to  your  order  of  April  5,  1937,  con- 
cerning the  installation  of  "No  Parking" 
signs  on  Chambers  street  in  Ward  8. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.   Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City   of    Boston, 
Traffic    Commission,   April    16,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor  of   Boston. 
Dear   Mr.    Mayor, — I   have   the    honor    to   ac- 
knowledge receipt  of  Council  order  dated  April 
5,    1937,    which   reads  as  follows : 


"Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commis- 
sion Ibe  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  'No  Parking'  signs  on  the 
righthamd  side  of  Chambers  street,  from  the 
corner  of  Green  street  to  the  middle  of  Allen 
street,    facing   Chambers   street." 

Orders  have  been  issued  to  prohibit  parking 
in  the  east  side  of  Chambers  street,  from 
Allen  street  to  Green  street,  at  any  time, 
for  a  trial  period  of  sixty  (60)  days,  effective 
April  21,   1937. 

Respectfully  yours, 
WrLLiAM  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRANSFER  IN  PARK  DEPARTMENT 
FUNDS. 
The   following   was   received: 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   April  23,   1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
communication  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Park  Department,  which  is  self-explanatory. 

I    respectfully    recommend    adoption    of    the 
accompanying  order  by  your   Honorable   Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City   of   Boston, 
Park   Department,   April  22,   1937. 
Hon.    Frederick  W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — The     Park    Department    has    an 
unencumbered  balance  of  $452.66  in  the  special 
appropriation,    Highland    Park,    Improvements, 
etc.,   which  we  wish  to  transfer  to  the  special 
appropriation.   Animals,    Birds,    etc.,   there   be- 
ing   no    further    need    for   the    Highland    Park 
improvements  account. 

I  respectfully  request  that  authority  be 
obtained  from  the  City  Council  for  the  (pro- 
posed transfer. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairma/n. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and   hereby    is,   authorized   to  transfer : 

From  the  appropriation  for  Higland  Park, 
Improvements,  etc.,  $452.66,  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Animals,  Birds,  etc.,  $452.66. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee.  . 


TRANSFER    FROM    PARKMAN    FUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   April  21,   1937. 
To  the   City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners requesting  the  transfer  of  the  sum 
of  $50,000  from  the  income  of  the  George  F. 
Parkman  Fund  to  the  Maintenance  and  Im- 
provement of  the  Common  and  Parks  in  Ex- 
istence on   January   12,   1887. 

I    submit    herewith    an    appropriation    order 
and     respectfully     recommend     its     immediate 
passage  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City   of    Boston, 
Park  Department,   April    16,   1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor  of   Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — By    vote    of    the    Board    of    Park 
Commissioners    you    are    respectfully    asked    to 
request  the  City   Council   to   transfer   from   the 
income   of   the    George   F.    Parkman    Fund   the 
i  sum   of   $50,000   which   is   now   available,   to  be 
expended   under   the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Park   Commissioners,  as  follows  : 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on 
January  12,  1SS7,  Maintenance  and 
Improvement   of $50,000 

When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for 
the  year  1937,  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  yearly 
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income  of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  was 
deducted  from  Item  A-l,  Permanent  Employees, 
with  the  understanding  that  this  deduction 
was  to  Ibe  replaced  by  the  total  yearly  income 
of  said  Parkman  Fund  for  1937,  to  be  trans- 
ferred as  it  accrued  from  time  to  time  during 
the  year  to  the  regular  maintenance  appropria- 
tion of  the  Park  Department. 

Respectfully    yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $50,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated  from  the  income  of 
the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Commissioners 
for  the  Maintenance  and  Improvement  of  the 
Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January 
12,  '1887,  as   follows: 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on 
January  12,  1887,  Maintenance  and 
Improvement  of $50,000 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund. 


UNITED  STATES   HOUSING  ACT  OF   1937. 
The  following  was   received : 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  26,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  an  emer- 
gency resolution  memorializing  the  Congress  of 
the  United  'States  to  enact  "The  United  States 
Housing  Act  of  1937,"  being  S.1685  and 
H.  R.  50*33,  pertaining  to  the  improvement  of 
sub-standard  areas. 

I  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  this 
resolution   by   your   Honorable   Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.   Mansfield,  Mayor. 

An  Emergency  Resolution  Memorializing  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  Enact 
the  "United  States  Housing  Act  of  1937," 
being  S.   1685  and  H.   R.   5033. 

Whereas,  Many  persons  in  this  community 
are  unable  to  provide  themselves  and  their 
families  with  decent,  safe  and  sanitary  hous- 
ing facilities  without  some  degree  of  aid  from 
government ;  and 

Whereas,  The  continued  maintenance  of 
our  sub-standard  areas  is  not  only  socially  un- 
desirable but  constitutes  a  great  economic 
drain  on  the  community  and  should  therefore 
be   no   longer  tolerated  ;   and 

Whereas,  Boston  and  Cambridge  have  al- 
ready begum  their  attack  on  the  problem  of 
low-rent  housing  with  the  aid  of  funds  made 
available   by   the   Federal    Government ;    and 

Whereas,  It  is  not  only  desirable  to  pre- 
serve the  benefits  of  the  program  so  far  under- 
taken but  to  make  use  of  the  experience  gained 
through  the  present  projects  by  providing  de- 
cent housing  facilities  for  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  lower  income  groups  and  provid- 
ing many  thousands  in  and  out  of  the  con- 
struction   industry    with    employment ;    and 

Whereas,  No  further  moneys  are  now  avail- 
able for  either  loans  or  subsidies  to  continue 
this  program  unless  a  permanent  Federal 
agency  is  created  with  power  to  make  loans  and 
grants  for  housing  and  unless  Congress  makes 
the   necessary   appropriations :    and 

Whereas,  There  has  been  introduced  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  the  "United 
States  Housing  Act  of  1937,"  being  S.  1685 
and  H.  R.  5033,  which,  if  enacted  will  make 
possible  the  continuation  of  the  low-cost  hous- 
ing activities  of  this  and  other  communities, 
and  embodies  the  major  provisions  of  the 
Housing  Act  passed  by  the  Senate  last  year ; 
and 

Whereas,  This  resolution  constitutes  an 
emergency  in  that  the  same  provides  for  the 
usual  daily  operation  of  a  municipal  depart- 
ment ;   now,    therefore,    be   it 

"Resolved  by  the  Council  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton : 

Section  1.  That  the  United  States  Senate 
be,  and  it  is  hereby,  memorialized  to  enact 
at    the     earliest     possible     date    the     "United 


States  Housing  Act  of  1937",  being  Senate 
Bill  4424  and  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
be,  and  it  is  hereby,  memorialized  to  enact 
the    identical    measure,    being    H.    R.    5033. 

Section  2.  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution 
be  sent  to  the  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  Senator  Hugo 
Black,  chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Education  and  Labor,  to  Representative  Henry 
B.  Steagall,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Banking  and  Currency  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  Senators  David  I.  Walsh  and 
Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  Jr.,  and  to  all  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of   Massachusetts. 

Referred    to    Committee   on   Rules. 


PLAYGROUND,    WARD     9. 

The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   April  26.   1937. 
To    the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  chairman  of  the  Park 
Department  relative  to  your  order  of  April 
12,  1937,  concerning  the  advisability  of  es- 
tablishing a  playground  at  Roxbury  and  King 
streets  in  Ward  9.  I  have  authorized  Mr. 
Long  to  submit  the  W.  P.  A.  project. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Park    Department,    April    23,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  your  memorandum 
of  April  21,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the 
City  Council,  that  this  department  consider 
the  advisability  of  establishing  a  playground 
at    Roxbury    and    King   streets,    Ward    9. 

The  land  in  question  comes  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  School  Department,  and  first, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  obtain  their  consent 
to  use  this  ground  for  playground  purposes. 
Second,  as  the  area  is  on  a  side  hill,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  have  two  levels  and  separate 
said  level  by  a  stone  wall.  Third,  the  area 
should  also  be  graded,  drained,  fenced,  piped 
for  drinking  water  and  park  benches  placed 
there. 

On  account  of  the  difference  in  grade,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  build  two  broad  flights 
of  steps,  build  walks,  put  in  a  surface  for 
roller  skating,  cover  the  upper  level  with  loam, 
etc.,    at    a    total    expenditure   of    $8,500. 

As  the  department  has  no  money  available 
for  this  purpose,  with  your  permission  I  will 
make  up  a  project  and  submit  it  to  the 
W.  P.  A.  authorities.  The  city's  contribution 
will  be  in  the  vicinity  of  $2,000,  estimated. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 
William   P.   Long,   Chairman. 

Placed    on    file. 


SUPPLEMENTARY    BUDGET    FOR    POLICE 
DEPARTMENT. 
The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   April  26,   1937. 
To    the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Police  Commissioner 
containing  a  request  that  a  supplementary 
budget  providing  for  the  restoration  of  all 
reductions  made  in  the  original  budget  con- 
sidered by  your  Honorable  Body  be  submitted 
to  the  City  Council.  In  accordance  with  this 
request  I  submit  herewith  supplementary 
budget  recommendations  covering  the  require- 
ments of  the  Police  Department  as  determined 
by  the  Police  Commissioner.  I  recommend  adop- 
tion of  the  accompanying  tax  and  appropriation 
order. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 
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City    of    Boston, 
Police    Department,   April    23,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 

Dear  Mayor  Mansfield, — 'Replying  to  your 
letter  of  April  14,  relative  to  your  submitting 
to  the  City  Council  a  supplementary  budget 
for  the  Police  Department  for  the  current 
year,  restoring  the  full  amounts  for  the  various 
items  therein  that  were  allowed  by  your  Honor 
and  subsequently  reduced  by  the  City  Council, 
please  be  advised  that  I  have  again  reviewed 
with  considerable  care  the  items  in  the  police 
budget,  and  beg  to  inform  you  that  it  will 
be  absolutely  necessary,  for  the  proper  ad- 
ministration of  this  department,  to  have 
restored  the  several  cuts  that  were  made  by 
the   City   Council. 

You  will  undoubtedly  recall  that  as  a  result 
of  my  conference  with  you  on  the  police  bud- 
get during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the 
amounits  of  the  items  submitted  by  me  were 
reduced  in  several  instances,  and  it  was  my 
opinion  that  this  department  could  not  prop- 
erly function  with  any  further  reductions  in 
the    police    budget. 

May  I  call  to  your  particular  attention  the 
action  of  the  City  Council  in  striking  out 
the  sum  of  $95,000  under  budget  Item  C-4, 
Motor  Vehicles,  thereby  providing  no  money 
for  the  purchase  of  motor  vehicles,  such  as 
cruising  cars,  delivery  trucks,  utility  wagons 
and  motorcycles  for  this  year.  It  has  always 
been  the  policy,  in  the  interests  of  economy  and 
efficiency,  to  replace  annually  the  rolling 
stock    of    the    department. 

At  the  present  time  this  department  has 
thirty-one  utility  wagons,  commonly  known  as 
patrol  wagons,  that  are  assigned  to  the  fifteen 
station  houses  in  this  city.  Since  1932  but 
fifteen  utility  wagons  have  been  purchased, 
ten  in  1932,  four  in  1934  and  one  in  December 
of   1936. 

There  are  ten  utility  wagons  which  should 
be  replaced  at  once  on  account  of  the  un- 
necessary expense  involved  in  maintenance  due 
to  their  present  condition.  The  modern  utility 
wagon  is  a  combination  patrol  and  ambulance. 
The  Police  Department  is  required  to  furnish 
ambulance  service  innumerable  times  during 
the  course  of  the  year,  and  I  venture  to  say 
that  the  members  of  the  Council  failed  to  give 
this  particular  item  the  consideration  it  prop- 
erly   deserves. 

There  are  thirty-seven  motorcycles  in  the 
department.  No  purchase  of  motorcycles  has 
been  made  since  1934,  and  it  was  imperative 
that  fifteen  of  these  be  replaced  and  a  con- 
tract therefor  has  been  executed  in  the  amount 
of    $6,857.50. 

Therefore,  in  view  of  the  necessity  of  re- 
storing all  of  the  reductions  made  by  the  City 
Council,  and  the  apparently  satisfactory  ex- 
planation which  was  furnished  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations in  my  discussion  with  them  of 
the  police  budget  for  this  year,  I  would  respect- 
fully request  that  you  submit  a  supplementary 
budget  for  the  Police  Department  which  will 
include  the  restoration  of  all  the  cuts  made  by 
the   City   Council. 

Thanking  you  for  your  courtesy  in  this  mat- 
ter,  I   am, 

Very    truly    yours, 
Joseph  P.  Timilty,  Police  Commissioner. 

Supplementary  Appropriation  and  Tax  Order 
for  the  Financial  Year  1937. 
Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
payable  during  the  financial  year  beginning' 
with  the  first  day  of  January,  1937,  for  per- 
forming the  duties  and  exercising  the  powers 
devolved  by  statute  or  ordinance,  or  by  vote 
of  the  City  Council  during  the  year,  upon 
the  City  of  Boston  or  County  of  Suffolk  or 
the  departments  or  officers  thereof,  the  re- 
spective sums  of  money  specified  in  the  tables 
and  schedules  hereinafter  set  out  be,  and  the 
same  are,  hereby  appropriated  for  the  depart- 
ment and  for  the  objects  and  purposes  herein- 
after stated,  that  the  same  be  raised  by  taxa- 
tion to  the  amount  of  $102,875  upon  the  polls 
and   estates    in    the    City   of   Boston,    and   that 


all  orders  heretofore  passed  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil relating  to  appropriations  and  taxes  and 
the  interest  thereon  apply  to  the  taxes  herein 
provided    for. 

CITY   OF    BOSTON. 

Police  Department. 

B.     Contractual     Services $27,975  00 

C    Equipment    67,700  00 

D.  Supplies    6,700  00 

E.  Materials     600  00 


$102,875  00 


Referred    to    the    Committee   on    Appropria- 
tions. 


LOAN   FOR  WILLIAM  HOWARD   TAFT 
SCHOOL,    BRIGHTON. 

The  following  was  received: 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  22,  1937. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — On  October  28,  1935,  your  Honor- 
able 'Body  gave  its  second  and  final  reading 
to  a  loan  order  in  the  sum  of  $340,000  for 
the  P.  W.  A.  project  of  an  addition  to  the 
William    Howard   Toft   'School,    Brighton. 

Although  the  city  received  an  offer  from 
the  Federal  Government  to  add  in  financing 
said  project  by  way  of  grant,  the  city  was 
unable  to  accept  said  offer  or  to  engage  in 
said  project  because  of  the  unwillingness  of 
the  Emergency  Finance  Board  of  the  Com- 
monwealth in  1935  to  give  its  approval  to 
said  project. 

The  School  Committee  is  of  the  opinion  that 
said  project  is  urgently  needed  and  should 
now  be  resubmitted  to  the  Emergency  Finance 
Board  for  its  approval.  I  inclose  herewith  a 
copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from 
Miss  Ellen  M.  Cronin,  Secretary  of  the  School 
Committee,  containing  a  report  submitted  by 
the  Board  of  Apportionment  to  the  School 
Committee  regarding  the  need  of  the  addition 
to  the  William  Howard  Taft  School. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  project  is  now 
$446,000.  William  W.  Drummey,  Superin- 
tendent of  Construction  of  the  Department  of 
School  Buildings,  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
original  estimated  cost  of  $340,000  is  insuf- 
ficient to  carry  out  the  project,  due,  in  part, 
to   the   increased   costs   of  labor  and  material. 

The  City  Auditor  has  recommended  that  a 
new  loan  order  in  the  estimated  sum  of 
$446,000  for  said  project  be  submitted  to  your 
Honorable  Body,  and  that  upon  its  approval 
the  original  loan  order  for  said  William  Howard 
Taft  School   project  thereupon   be  rescinded. 

I  accordingly  submit  a  loan  order  in  the 
sum  of  $446,000  for  said  project  together 
with  an  order  approving  said  project  at  said 
estimated  cost.  Since  early  action  will  be 
necessary  if  the  city  is  to  receive  any  aid  by 
way  of  grant  from  the  Federal  Government,  I 
respectfully  recommend  prompt  consideration 
and  passage  by  your  Honorable  Body  of  said 
accompanying   orders. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

The   School   Committee  of  the   City  of  Boston, 

Administration  Building,  15  Beacon  Street, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 

April  24,   1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of   Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — The  School  Committee  was  pleased 
last    evening    on    hearing    from    Mr.    Downey 
and  Mr.  Mahar  of  your  approval  of  the  Com- 
mittee's   plan   for   an   addition   to   the   William 
Howard  Taft  Intermediate  School  in  Brighton, 
and  thanks  your  Honor  for  your  willingness  to 
cooperate    in    the    Committee's    desire    to   pro- 
vide   much-needed    additional    intermediate    ac- 
commodations  in   the   Brighton   section. 

The  inclosed  memorandum  from  the  Board 
of  Apportionment,  which  sets  forth  in  some 
detail  the  need  for  the  additional  intermediate 
accomodations,   William    Howard   Taft  District, 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


was  received  and  accepted  by  the  School  Com- 
mittee some  time  ago  and  was  last  evening 
ordered  sent  your  Honor  for  your  further  in- 
formation. 

Yours  respectfully, 
Ellen   M.    Cronin,    Secretary. 

Land   and    Building   Program    1937. 

December   7,    1936. 

Comment.— The  William  Howard  Taft  In- 
termediate School  is  housed  in  the  Old 
Brighton  High  School  building— «a  three-story 
brick  building  of  second-class  construction, 
erected  in  1896.  In  1930  when  the  William 
Howard  Talft  School  /was  established  the 
capacity  of  this  building,  including  the  1913 
addition  of  three  rooms,  a  gymnasium  and 
assembly  room,  was  approximately  750.  To 
accomodate  917  intermediate  pupils  enrolled 
October  1,  1930,  it  was  necessary  to  make  use 
of  six  portables  and  to  divide  five  large 
classrooms  into  two  rooms  each.  The  small 
rooms  thus  provided  are  overcrowded.  Chil- 
dren must  pass  through  one  room  to  enter  or 
leave  the  inside  rooms.  Aisles  are  lacking 
and  exits,  not  intended  for  double  duty,  are 
unsatisfactory  and.  create  a  serious  hazard 
in    case   of    panic. 

Despite  crowded  conditions,  the  school  has 
grown  from  917  in  1930  to  1,019  in  1936,  al- 
though children  are  compelled  to  pass  this 
building  in  order  to  attend  the  new  Thomas 
A.    Edison    School. 

The  attempt  to  house  250  pupils  more  than 
the  .normal  capacity  of  the  building  has  re- 
sulted in  the  following  unsatisfactory  over- 
crowded  conditions: 

1.  Ten  classrooms  are  divided,  making  in- 
adequate small  rooms  as  above  stated. 

2.  Four  classes  are  housed  in  portables  un- 
satisfactory from  a  health  standpoint  and  at 
the  same  time  difficult  and  costly  to  heat, 
repair   and    maintain. 

3.  Two  classes  are  organized  in  the  as- 
sembly hall — one  in  the  rear  of  the  hall  and 
the  other  on  the  stage  behind  the  stage  curtain. 

4.  The  sewing  room  is  used  by  two  classes 
and  two  teachers  at  the  same  time. 

5.  The  nurse's  room  is  used  as  a  home 
room  and  as   a   recitation   room. 

6.  The  cookery  room  is  used  as  a  home 
room. 

7.  The  lunch  room  lis  very  much  overcrowded 
and  wholly    inadequate. 

S.  The  toilet  facilities  for  boys  are  very 
poor,  with  less  .than  half  the  number  of  toilets 
necessary. 

Even  if  there  were  no  growth  in  this 
school  district,  the  addition  recommended  would 
be  amply  justified.  A  study  of  the  contribut- 
ing sixth  grade  districts  shows  that  th<  re 
will  be  no  possible  drop  in  numbers  for  the 
next  five  years.  Ninth  grade  pupils  from  the 
parochial  schools  and  those  from  the  Prince 
District,  between  Kenmore  square  and  the 
school  boundary  lines,  will  swell  the  enrol- 
ment. 

Brighton  is  one  of  the  few  districts  in  Bos- 
ton where  there  is  a  steady  increase  in  popu- 
lation. The  reports  of  the  Election  Depart- 
ment show  a  growth  from  1927  to  1935,  in 
men  and  women  over  twenty  years  of  age,  of 
17.3  per  cent  in  Brighton  as  contrasted  with 
3.6  per  cent  for  the  entire  city,  or  nearly  five 
times  as  great  a  growth.  In  the  period  from 
October,  1926,  to  October,  1936,  the  total 
school  population  in  high,  intermediate  and 
elementary  schools  in  Brighton  grew  from 
6,415  to  8,497,  or  32.4  per  cent.  The  elemen- 
tary and  intermediate  school  population  grew 
from  5,523  to  6,833,  an  increase  of  23.7  per 
cent.  The  high  school  population  has  grown 
from  892  with  340  ninth  grade  pupils,  to 
1,664,    with   no   ninth   grade  pupils. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  1366  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  and  acts  in 
amendment  thereof  or  in  addition  thereto,  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  forty-six- thousand  dol- 
lars ($446,000)  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
School  Committee,  for  an  addition  to  the 
William    Howard    Taft    School,    Brighton,    and 


that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  section  2,  Part  1,  of  chapter  366  of 
the  Acts  of  1933,  and  acts  in  amendment 
thereof  or  in  addition  thereto,  the  City  of 
Boston  shall  engage  in  the  following  Public 
Works  project: 

Addition  to  William  Howard  Taft  School, 
Brighton,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  four  hundred 
forty-six   thousand   dollars    ($446,000). 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred    tu    the    committees    named,    viz.: 

Claims. 
Mary    Cohen,    for    refund    on    Sunday   license. 
Catherine     M.     Connelly,     for     compensation 
for     injuries     caused     by    an     alleged    defect    at 
1")    Burbank    street. 

Harold  M.  Drake,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  2S5  Fairmount  ave- 
nue, Hyde  Park,  caused  by  change  of  grade 
of    street. 

Mrs.  Harry  Drake,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Tre- 
mont    street. 

Henrietta  B.  Egan,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

Dr.  Henry  S.  Finkel,  for  compensation  for 
damage   to   car   caused   by    city    truck. 

Bartholomew  J.  Flaherty,  for  compensation 
for   damajre  to   truck   by   city   truck. 

Belle  Hoyl,  fur  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Bromfield 
street. 

Elina  M.  Johnson,  for  compensation  for 
damajre  to  property  at  360  and  370  Beacon 
.street,    caused    by    break    in   water   main. 

Mary  R.  Joslin,  for  payment  for  expenses 
incurred    in    digging    drain. 

Jane  Keating,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Columbus  ave- 
nue. 

William   F.   Keesler  and   Richard  deB.   Board- 
man,    for    compensation     for    damage    to    prop- 
art    :Jn>    Beacon    street,    caused    by    broken 
water     main. 

Lewandos,  to  be  reimbursed  for  expenses  in- 
curred by  defect  in  main  sewer  at  284  Boyls- 
ton    street. 

Silas  Little,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car    by    city    car. 

Eric  Malmberg,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  119 
Birch    street.    Roslindale. 

Kathryn  V.  Martin,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  coat  caused  by  an  alleged  defect 
at    Dudley   and    Putnam   streets. 

Harold  F.  Mason,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  3S0  Beacon  street, 
caused    by    break    in    water    main. 

Vincent  Miraglia,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age   to    car    by    city    wajron. 

John  L.  Munro,  for  compensation  for 
damage   to   car   by    Sanitary   cart. 

Frances  Murphy,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  hot  water  boiler  at  1045  Adams 
street,    caused    by    water    being   shut   off. 

Alice    Olech,    for    compensation    for    injuries 
caused   by   an   alleged  defect  at   10   Milk   street. 
Antonio    Pesce,    for    compensation    for    dam- 
age   to    clothing    caused    by    an    alleged    defect 
at    25    Salem    street. 

Lillian  D.  Powers,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  337 
Huntington   avenue. 

D.   B.  Raymond,   for   refund  on   ferry  tickets. 
Charlotte    Rhea    Bakery,    for    refund    on    ash 
tickets. 

Maurice  S.  Rogers,  for  compensation  for 
damage    to   car   by    city    truck. 

Edward  Ruso,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  140  Grove  street.  West 
Roxbury,  caused  by  negligence  of  city  em- 
ployees. 
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Mary  A.  Skelley,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an   alleged  defect  in   Tremont 

stl"66t 

Norman  Smith,  for  wife,  for  compensation 
for  injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at 
Westland    avenue    and    Norway    street. 

Catherine  Strain,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  3108 
Washington    street. 

John  J.  Westman,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Summer 
Street    Extension. 

Isaac    Cantor,    for    refund   on    refuse    tickets. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of 
age  to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement, 
viz. : 

Gerda  E.  Andren,  Repertory  Theatre,  May  1. 

Benjamin   H.   Russell,   Jordan   Hall,  April  25. 

Marie   Ryan   Livingston,   Eliot   Hall,   May    19. 

Lilla  Viles  Wyman,  Repertory  Theatre, 
Miay    8. 

Louise  A.  Carmicbael,  Thomas  Gardner  Hall, 
May    7. 

Ruth  M.  McShane,  Municipal  Building,  June 
3. 

Mildred  Davenport,  Repertory  Theatre,  May 
28. 

Petition  of  Annie  E.  Murphy  to  be  paid  an 
annuity  on  account  of  death  of  her  husband, 
John  F.  Murphy,  late  member  of  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 


MINORS'  LICENSES. 

Petitions  for  minors'  licenses  were  received 
from  forty  if  our  newsboys  and  seven  boot- 
blacks.    Licenses    granted   on    usual    conditions. 


LOCATIONS     GRANTED      BY     STREET 
COMMISSIONERS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  that  they  had  granted 
to  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  right- 
hand  crossover  in  Blue  Hill  avenue,  north- 
east of  Schuyler  street,  Waird  12,  91st  loca- 
tion. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  that  they  had  granted 
to  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany right-hand  crossover  in  Centre  street, 
north  of  LaGrange  street,  Ward  20,  19th  loca- 
tion. 

Severally   placed   on   file. 


NOTICE   FROM   EDWARD    F.   McCLENNEN. 

Notice  was  received  from  Edward  F.  Mc- 
Clennen,  of  Nutter,  McClennen  &  Fish,  em- 
ployed as  special  assistant  Corporation  Coun- 
sel in  case  of  City  of  Boston  vs.  Joseph  Santo- 
suosso  et  al.,  of  settlement  made  by  his  firm 
with  Board  of  Assessors  in  re  property  240- 
246  Devonshire  street,  Boston,  owned  by  Carter, 
Rice   &   Co. 

Placed     on     file. 


CITY   OF  BOSTON   NOTES. 

President  FITZGERALD  called  up,  under 
unfinished  business,  No.  3  on  the  calendar,  viz. : 

'3.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
section  1,  chapter  291,  of  the  Acts  of  1936, 
amending  section  2,  chapter  4$,  of  the  Acts 
of  1933,  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
secure  the  approval  of  the  Emergency  Finance 
Board  to  the  issuance  of  notes  of  the  city  in 
the  amount  of  $1,000,000,  said  notes  to  be 
sold  at  their  face  value  to  the  Commonwealth 
and  the  proceeds  to  be  used  to  reduce  the 
amount  which  otherwise  would  be  required  to 
be  raised  by  taxation  because  of  appropriations 
already  made  for  ordinary  maintenance  pur- 
poses. 

On  April  5,  1937,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and   passed,  yeas   16,  nays  2. 


The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final 
reading  and  passage,  yeas   17,   nays   1 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Doherty,  Dowd,  Finley, 
John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Gal- 
lagher, Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy,  McGrath, 
Mellen,  George  A.  Murray,  Peter  A.  Murray, 
Rosenberg,     Selvitella,     Tobin — '17. 

Nays — Coun.    Shattuck — 1. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON 
CONSTABLES. 

'Coom.  AGNEW,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables,   submitted    the   following   report: 

The  Comimlittee  on  Constables  respectfully 
recommends  the  eornfirmatiion  of  constables, 
as  presented  in  Document  54,  to  serve  civil 
process  for  one  year,  from  May  1,  19'37,  to 
May,  1938,  with  the  exception  of  the  follow- 
ing, names  : 

Charles  A.  Bancroft,  32  Colorado  street, 
Ward  1'8;  Thomas  F.  Brett,  45  Walter  street, 
Ward  18 ;  Joseph  O.  DeSantis,  47  Reyem 
circle,  Ward  11 ;  Joseph  Diniuble,  28  Porter 
street,  Ward  1  ;  Stephen  J.  Dunleavy,  Jr.,  6 
Enfield  street,  Ward  19  ;  Maurice  J.  Gllick,  38 
Ho'liboirn  street,  Ward  12 ;  Samuel  Goldkrand, 
59  Brookledge  street,  Ward  12 ;  Harry  Kahn, 
140  Seaver  street,  Ward  12  ;  Charles  C.  Kniibbs, 
9  Park  Vale  avenue,  Ward  21 ;  Louis  Leven- 
dorf,  4  Bower  street,  Ward  12 ;  James  D. 
Martin,  42  Whitten  street,  Ward  16;  Daniel 
McComologue,  10  Ernst  street,  Ward  11  ;  John 
M.  McCushing,  19  Myrtle  street,  Ward  3  ; 
Harry  MeQtzer,  6  Sutton  street,  Ward  14  ; 
Harold  C.  Mitchell,  274  Brookline  avenue, 
Ward  i;  Patrick  H.  Murphy,  25  Whitten  street, 
Ward  16 ;  Samuel  Rosengarten,  32  Browning 
avenue,  Ward  14 ;  John  Ruggiero,  13  Sinoiw 
Hill  street,  Ward  3  ;  Michael  F.  Simons,  13 
WooidviHe  park,  Ward  8 ;  Leon  Small,  8 
Collins  street,  Ward  18 ;  Philip  Tepper,  4 
Howland  street,  Ward  12 ;  Harry  A.  Webber, 
455  Massachusetts  avenue,  Ward  9 ;  Abraham 
I.   Weiss,  3  Howland  street,  Ward  12. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  I  might  say 
that  all  those  names  which  appear  as  excep- 
tions in  the  report  of  the  committee  did  not 
send  in  their  questionnaires  or  failed  to  appear 
before  the  Committee  on  Constables. 

The  question  came  on  confirming  the  con- 
stables 'as  printed  in  City  Document  54  with 
the  exceptions  named.  Committee,  Coun.  Gal- 
lagher  and   Selvitella. 

Whole  number  of  ballots  14;  yes  13,  no  1,  and 
the  list  of  constables,  with  the  exceptions 
noted,    was    confirmed. 


REPORT  ON  COMMITTEE  ON 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

Coun.  AGNEW,  for  the  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations,   submitted   the   following : 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations,  to  whom 
was  referred  on  April  12,  1937,  the  message  of 
tht  Mayor  and  orders  for  supplementary  ap- 
propriations, respectfully  report  in  part, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following 
order  making  appropriations  for  the  Public 
Welfare  Department  and  the  Soldiers'  Relief 
Department. 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriations  herein- 
after specified  be  met  by  taxes  to  the  amount 
of  $2,935,859.81,  said  amount  to  be  raised  by 
taxation  on  the  polls  and  estates  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  that  all  orders  passed  by  the 
'Oity  Council  relating  to  appropriations,  taxes 
and  the  interest  thereon,  apply  to  the  appro- 
priations and   taxes  herein   provided   for. 

Public   Welfare   Department. 

Central   Office. 

F.     Special    Items $2,755,859  81 


Soldiers'    Relief    Department. 
F.     Special  Items $180,000  00 
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The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
eame  on   the  passage  of   the  order. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  perhaps 
I  might  explain  a  little  further.  Those  items 
are  items  to  be  included  in  the  appropriation 
bill,  which  will  go  into  making  the  tax  rate. 
Other  appropriations  necessary  for  the  Wel- 
fare Department  are  going  to  be  by  loan 
orders  which  are  to  be  submitted. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  under- 
stand that  this  appropriation  for  welfare  is 
$2,755,000.  What  is  the  total  proposed  to 
appropriate,  either  through  tax  levy  or  by 
loan  orders,  for  the  Welfare  Department? 

Coun.  AGNEW — The  committee  cannot  at 
this  time  state  that,  until  we  know  how  much 
is  going  to  be  borrowed,  and  that  information 
has  not  been  given  to  the  committee. 

Ooun.  SHATTUCK — This,  then,  is  to  be 
considered  an  appropriation  on  account  of  a 
sum,  the  total  of  which  has  not  yet  been  set- 
tled? 

Coun.  AGNEW— Yes. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    JITNEY 
LICENSES. 

iCbiin.  PETER  A.  MURRAY,  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Jitney  Licenses,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Report  on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Rail- 
way Company  (referred  April  5)  for  license 
to  operate  motor  vehicles  between  junction  of 
Dartmouth  street  and  Stuart  street  and  junc- 
tion of  Beacon  and  Hereford  streets,  over  Dart- 
mouth street,  Marlborough  street  and  Hereford 
street ;  return  over  Beacon  and  Dartmouth 
streets. 

Report  aiecepted ;  license  granted  under 
usual  conditions. 


PAYMENT  OF  AID  TO  SOLDIERS  AND 
SAILORS. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  cm 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recommend- 
ing passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the 
City  of  Boston  for  the  month  of  April,   1937. 

Report   accepted ;   said   order   passed. 


CONFIRMATION    OF   MINOR    OFFICERS. 

President  FITZGERALD  called  up,  under 
unfinished  business,  No.  2  on  the  calendar, 
viz. : 

B.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  April  12,  1937,  of  minor  officers 
paid  by  fees,  as  contained  in  City  Document 
.<o.   53. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, 'Coun.  Finley  and  Mellen.  Whole  num- 
ber of  ballots  18 ;  yes  17,  no  1,  and  the  ap- 
pointments    were     confirmed. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  TRAFFIC  SIGNALS. 

President  FITZGERALD  called  up,  under 
unfinished  business,  No.  4  on  the  calendar, 
viz. : 

4.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $50,000  be, 
and  hereJfe'  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended  by 
the  Traffic  Commission,  for  traffic  signals,  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue  and  sell  bonds 
of  the  city  to  said  amount  for  said  purpose. 

On  April  12,  1937,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read   once   and   passed,   yeas    16.   nays    0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final 
reading  and  passage,  yeas  19,  nays — Coun  Shat- 
tuck — 1, 


RETIREMENT  OF  DANIEL  J.  McDONALD. 

Coun.  TOB'IN  offered  the  following : 
Resolved,     That   the    City  Council   of   Boston 
hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legislation  to 


authorize  the  city  to  retire  on  full  pay  Daniel 
J.  McDonald,  a  member  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment who  is  permanently  disabled  on  account 
of  injuries  received  in  the  performance  of 
his  duty ;  provided  that  such  legislation  includes 
a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BUBBLER  FOUNTAIN,   BOSTON  COMMON. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  install  a  bubbler  drinking  foun- 
tain on  Boston  Common  in  the  vicinity  of 
the   Parkman   Bandstand   Circle. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


STATEMENT    BY    COUNCILOR    AGNEW. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous   consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  FITZGERALD— If  there  is  no 
objection,    the    councilor    may    proceed. 

Coun.  AGNEW — (Mr.  President,  about  a  year 
ago  I  sponsored  an  order  in  this  Body  re- 
questing his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  public-spirited  citizens  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  in  Boston  a  permanent 
Milk  Fund.  The  Mayor  at  that  time,  being 
of  normal  impulse,  accepted  the  suggestion  and 
appointed  such  a  committee,  naming  me  as 
the  chairman.  Very  recently,  however,  the 
Mayor,  being  in  an  exceptionally  retaliative 
mood,  decided  to  disown  the  committee,  at 
least  to  the  extent  of  deposing  me  as  the 
chairman.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  at- 
tempt to  explain  the  reasons  for  the  Mayor's 
action.  Everybody  in  this  chamber  knows 
that  each  councilor  who  does  not  subject  him- 
self to  the  Mayor's  bidding  becomes  an  object 
of  personal  hatred  on  the  part  of  the  Mayor. 
As  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, which  reduced  the  Mayor's  balloon 
budget  by  over  one  half  million  dollars,  his 
hatred  apparently  is  directed  my  way  in 
double  doses,  in  fact,  his  distaste  for  me  since 
the  budget  incident  amounts  to  an  obsession 
which  blinds  him  to  logical  and  normal  per- 
spectives. Personally,  I  am  not  a  bit  disturbed 
because  the  Mayor  has  vented  his  anger  on 
me,  but  I  am  genuinely  sorry  for  those  men 
and  women  of  charitable  inclinations  who 
served  on  the  Milk  Fund  Committee  with  me 
without  any  hope  of  reward.  The  saddest 
feature  of  the  whole  situation  is  that  the 
progression  of  a  permanent  Milk  Fund  in  our 
city  must  now  be  delayed.  However,  there 
will  be  such  a  fund  in  this  city  and  it  will,  and 
logically  so,  have  a  semi-official  connection 
with  the  city  government.  The  next  Mayor, 
whoever  he  may  be,  will  most  certainly  rec- 
ognize this  necessity  and  the  next  Mayor, 
whoever  he  may  be,  cannot  possibly  approxi- 
mate the  present  Mayor  when  it  comes  to 
perverted  vision  and  spiteful  determination. 
Every  dollar  received  by  the  committee  has 
been  deposited  with  the  treasurer  of  the  com- 
mittee, who  is  also  the  treasurer  of  our  city,  and 
not  a  single  penny  was  diverted  or  spent  for 
any  other  purpose  whatsoever.  The  committee 
has  founded  a  Milk  Fund  which  will,  sooner  or 
later,  be  the  basis  of  a  permanent  Milk  Fund 
in  this  city.  The  one  bright  spot  in  this 
whole  situation  is,  that  the  present  Mayor  of 
Boston  will  not  in  later  years  be  able  to  say 
that  he  was  a  proponent  of  the  principle  in- 
volved or  even  sympathetic  with  it.  Living 
true  to  character,  he  was  unconcerned  with 
its  success  and  only  became  interested  in  its 
existence  when  an  opportunity  presented  it- 
self for  him  to  again  exercise  the  one  im- 
pulse which  seems  to  animate  his  whole  being 
— spiteful  revenge.  In  conclusion,  let  me  offer 
this  one  observation  for  the  Mayor's  own  good 
— revenge  is  the  weakness  of  a  small  man  and 
he  who  practices  it  is  soon  consumed  and 
destroyed  by  his  own  weapon. 


APRIL    26,    1937. 
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PAYMENT    TO    WIDOW    OF    RICHARD    D. 
GLEASON. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  chapter  198  of  the  Acts  of 
1937,  entitled  "An  Act  Authorizing  the  City 
of  Boston  to  Pay  a  Certain  Sum  of  Money 
to  the  Widow  of  Richard  D.  Gleason"  be,  and 
hereby  is,  accepted. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 

Conn.  DOWD  offered  the  following  : 
Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  198  of  the  Acts  of  1937,  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  the  widow  of  Richard  D. 
Gleason,  date  a  member  of  the  City  Council, 
a  sum  off  money  equal  to  the  balance  of  the 
salary  to  which  he  would  have  Ibeen  entitled 
had  he  lived  and  continued  to  serve  until  the 
end  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected  as 
City  Councilor ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Contingent  Fund. 

Passed   under   suspension    of   the   rule. 


WHITE  FUND  INVESTIGATION. 
Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  re- 
quest his  Honor  the  Mayor  not  to  discharge 
any  individual  connected  with  the  city  who  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  White  Fund  contracts, 
-until  after  the  hearing  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission, May   16. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  as  a  rule  it 
is  some  poor  unfortunate  who  has  to  take 
orders  from  those  in  charge  of  the  city  that 
is  .made  the  goat  in  any  investigation.  I  under- 
stand, however,  on  very  good  -  authority  that 
the  Mayor  is  very  much  concerned  about  the 
investigation  of  expenditures  under  the  George 
R.  White  Fund.  I  certainly,  being  the  insti- 
gator of  the  order,  am  not  desirous  of  having 
any  department  head  fired  in  oarder  that 
secretaries  or  other  individuals  in  the  depart- 
ment may  be  cleared,  allowing  the  Mayor  to 
make  a  statement  that  it  had  gone  on  without 
his  'knowledge,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
there  is  only  one  department  head  who  should 
take  'the  blame  of  milking  the  estate  of  a  dead 
man,  because  such  men  'have  had  to  take  their 
orders  directly  from  those  above.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  no  such  person  has  benefited  by  ome 
five-cent  piece,  directly  or  indirectly,  from 
the  money  that,  I  say,  has  been  stolen  from 
the  estate  of  the  dead  man.  I  have  learned 
on  fairly  good  authority  that  Within  the  next 
week  or  so,  or  before  the  hearing  upon  the 
George  Robert  White  Fund,  one  department 
head  of  the  City  of  Boston  is  scheduled  to  take 
the  ax  so  that  those  who  have  stolen  the 
money  may  be  allowed  to  go  blameless.  The 
hearing  on  the  White  Fund  is  to  take  place,  I 
understand,  on  May  16.  1  certainly  trust  that 
all  the  trustees  owe  a  moral  obligation  to 
protect  the  $6,000,000  left  by  George  R. 
White  to  the  city,  the  same  as  they  would 
owe  to  any  other  philanthropist  Who  might 
decide  to  leave  .money  to  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  that  there  is  an  obligation  to  attend  the 
hearing  and  to  prove  to  the  public  that  every- 
thing was  all  right.  I  hope  that  the  Mayor 
of  Boston,  'as  chairman  of  the  White  Fund, 
and  the  man  who  had  to  sign  every  order 
before  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company 
could  be  paid,  should  recognize  his  duty  in 
this  matter,  regardless  of  what  he  may  plan 
to  do  in  the  next  month.  We  feel  that,  as 
Mayor  of  Boston  and  as  chairman  of  this 
trust  fund,  one  who  is  supposed  to  be  the 
protector  of  the  $6,000,000  left  to  the  city 
by  Mr.  White,  should  stay  in  Boston  and 
answer  to  the  charges.  It  is  pretty  difficult 
to  have  an  investigation  if  those  morally  re- 
sponsible are  not  in  Boston  to  face  the 
musiic.  I  am  not  trying  to  dictate  or  to  tell 
the  trustees  or  the  Mayor  what  they  should 
do,  but  I  feel,  and  I  know  the  public  will 
feel  as  I  do  in  this  matter,  that  when  there  is 
an  investigation  of  this  kind  involving  the 
expenditure  of  money  under  the  will  of  a 
man     who     left     $6,000,000     to     the    city,     the 


trustees  have  an  obligation  to  the  citizens  of 
Boston.  I  have  made  substantial  charges 
ag-ainst  the  Mayor  of  Boston.  I  am  not 
demanding  that  he  stay  in  Boston  but  I  do 
believe  that  iff  he  feels  that  he  has  been 
perfectly  right  in  the  actions  he  has  taken, 
he  should  stay  in  Boston  to  face  the  music. 
This  would  not  be  the  first  time  that  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  has  sent  a  representative  to 
attend  a  conference  of  Mayors  in  another  part 
of  the  country,  and  I  think  it  is  a  moral  obli- 
gation he  owes  to  the  citizens  off  Boston  to  be 
in    Boston   when  these  hearings   are  held. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  add  just  a  word  to  what  Councilor 
Dowd  has  said.  I  feel  thaft  the  Finance  Com- 
mission are  to  be  'Congratulated  on  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Farnum  to  aid  in  thetr  in- 
vestigation. I  have  myself  as  an  individual 
carried  on  considerable  research  work,  and  I 
stand  here  ready  to  say  that  I  believe  no 
power  in  Boston  can  divert  or  touch  Mr. 
Farnum  in  this  matter.  I  believe  he  will  do 
his  duty  and  that  his  actions  will  warrant 
our  confidence. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


MODIFICATION    OF    PARKING   DRIVE. 

Coun.   DOWD  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  re- 
quest the  Police  Commissioner  to  modify  bis 
so-called  parking  drive  so  as  to  affect  only  the 
business  section  and  not  any  residential  section 
as    now  planned. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  I  heartily 
agree  with  the  Police  Commissioner  that 
some  drastic  action  should  be  taken  in  this 
matter  of  parking  so  far  as  the  business 
section  of  Boston  is  concerned,  but  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  that  action  should  be 
modified  to  some  extent.  My  interpretation 
of  the  law  today  is  that  the  regulation  starts 
at  Beacon  street  and  continues  all  the  way 
over  to  Albany  street,  and  that  those  people 
parking  there  will  have  their  names  taken 
into  court.  I  don't  believe  it  was  ever  in- 
tended to  apply  to  Dedham  street  or  to  Marl- 
borough street,  or  to  certain  sections  in  the 
district  of  my  good  friend  from  the  Back 
Bay,  Commonwealth  avenue  and  Newbury 
street,  where  patients  of  doctors  have  to  some- 
times spend  hours  on  professional  visits.  I 
have  a  situation  in  my  own  ward,  at  the  City 
Hospital,,  where  doctors  and  nurses  have  to 
park  their  cars  for  hours  at  a  time,  and  at 
the  Immaculate  people  who  go  to  worship 
frequently  have  occasion  to  park  cars  for 
a  considerable  period.  We  have  also  there 
the  Homopathic  Hospital  and  other  institu- 
tions where  people  have  to  go  through  neces- 
sity. It  is  the  same  situation  on  such  streets 
as  Worcester  square.  Concord  and  Union 
Park,  which  would  come  within  the  district 
outlined  by  the  Police  Commissioner.  It  does 
seem  as  though  there  should  be  some  amend- 
ment of  the  regulation  where  it  deals  with 
such  streets  and  sections  as  I  have  referred 
to.  I  don't  know  that  I  have  absolute  faith 
in  the  plan  as  given  out  at  the  present  time. 
It  is  true  that  something  should  be  done  to 
relieve  congestion  in  the  heart  of  the  city. 
I  do  feel,  however,  that  in  such  places  as  I 
have  outlined,  and  I  would  include  East  Bos- 
ton, if  a  man,  for  example,  parks  his  car 
near  his  home  for  two  or  three  hours,  it  is 
no  great  crime.  In  my  opinion,  the  section 
affected  might  well  start  at  Park  square  and 
Arlington  street.  But  the  plan  prepared  at 
the  present  time  and  outlined  by  the  com- 
missioner cannot  and  should  not  be  suc- 
cessful. There  is  certainly  such  a  thing  as 
taking  away  too  many  policemen  from  the 
regular  duties  of  the  force  and  requiring 
them  to  do  work  of  this  sort.  We  appoint 
policemen  in  the  City  of  Boston  to  take 
care  of  criminals,  and  to  my  mind  this  park- 
ing is  not  really  a  criminal  offence,  although 
a  man  who  perfectly  legitimately  leaves  his 
car  for  awhile  in  a  certain  place,  in  the 
legitimate    transaction    of    business,    frequently 
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finds  a  week  or  two  later  a  summons  that 
he  come  into  court.  I  do  not  believe  the 
thing  is  going  to  meet  with  the  hearty  ap- 
proval of  the  citizens  of  Boston.  The  few 
additional  officers  that  we  have  been  able  to 
get  on  an  undermanned  force — and  God  knows 
we  have  been  for  a  long  time  trying  hard 
enough  to  get  them ! — should  be  used  to  catch 
criminals,  thieves,  not  simply  honest  citizens 
of  Boston  who  may  have  happened  to  park 
temporarily  in  the  downtown  district.  But 
I  do  think  something  should  at  least  be  done 
in  this  matter  to  take  care  of  a  gentleman 
or  lady,  no  matter  whether  on  Commonwealth 
avenue  or  in  the  South  End  that  I  represent, 
and  I  feel  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  the 
Police  Commissioner  should  modify  the  plan 
right  away.  We  all  know  of  the  conditions 
existing  at  the  City  Hospital,  for  example. 
True,  they  have  parking  space  for  doctors, 
but  they  have  occasion  to  leave  their  cars 
for  times  three  or  four  hours,  filling  up  the 
space,  and  it  is  necessary  on  occasion  to 
park  their  cars  in  the  street.  There  are 
also,  as  I  say,  the  people  who  go  to  the 
Immaculate  for  worship,  and  who  spend  some 
time  there.  I  realize  that  there  is  at  times 
serious  congestion  in  the  downtown  section 
of  Boston,  and  I  am  willing  to  give  the  plan 
a  fair  show  there ;  but  I  say  in  the  same 
breath  that  we  should  not  put  too  many 
officers  on  the  street  in  connection  with  traf- 
fic where  they  should  be  looking  after  crim- 
inals, and  not  trying  to  make  criminals  out 
of  the  respectable  citizens  who  happen  to 
park  cars,  particularly  in  certain  sections 
such  as  1  have  referred  to,  to  which  down- 
town   conditions    do    not    apply. 

Conn.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  would 
the  gentleman  suspend  all  parking  rules  in 
the  downtown  district?  I'f  he  would  not  sus- 
pend them,  and  still  would  not  enforce  them, 
we  would  have  them  on  the  books  but  not 
enforced. 

Coun.  DOWD — I  believe  we  should  suspend 
all  parking  rules  except  in  so  far  as  the 
congested    downtown    district    is    concerned. 

Later    in    the   session    Conn.    NORTON    said. 

Mr.  President,  with  unanimous  consent  I 
would  like  to  make  a  statement.  I  have  asked 
the  Police  Commissioner  of  Boston  since  Coun- 
cilor Dowd  brought  the  matter  to  our  at- 
tention about  the  effect  that  the  parking  regu- 
lations will  have  on  people  visiting  the  City 
Hospital,  the  Immaculate  Conception  Church 
and  other  like  institutions  that  may  be  con- 
sidered as  being  in  the  downtown  sector. 
I  asked  liim  what  he  proposed  to  do  in  such 
cases,  and  his  answer  is,  through  Mr.  Gill, 
that  he  is  in  full  accord  with  what  Coun- 
cilor Dowd  states  in  regard  to  the  outer  parts 
of  the  downtown  section,  and  officers  have 
been  instructed,  in  the  matter  of  machines 
outside  of  such  institutions  as  have  been 
referred    to,    to    use   their    judgment. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the    rule. 


REFUND  TO  DOOLEY  BROTHERS,  INC. 

Coun.  DOHERTY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  chapter  222  of  the  Acts  of 
1937,  entitled  "An  Act  Authorizing  the  City 
of  Boston  to  Refund  to  Dooley  Brothers,  Inc., 
the  amount  of  its  Deposit  on  its  Proposal  for  a 
Certain  Contract  to  Remove  Ashes  and  Gar- 
bage," be,  and  hereby  ds,  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  222  of  the  Acts  of  1937  the  sum  of 
$8,000  be  repaid  to  Dooley  Brothers,  Inc., 
said  sum  being  the  amount  deposited  by  it 
with  said  city  on  its  proposal  for  a  certain 
contract  for  the  removal  of  ashes  amd  garbage. 

Severally   referred   to    Executive   Committee. 


TRAFFIC     LIGHTS,    'SHAWMUT    AVENUE 
AND    BROOKLINE    STREET. 

Coun.   HARRIS   offered   the   following: 
Ordered,     That   the   Traffic    Commissioner   be 
■requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 


install   traffic   signal   lights    at   Shawmut   ave- 
nue and  Brookline  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PRICE  OF  BREAD. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  offered  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ordered,  That  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Necessities  of  Life  be  requested 
to  advise  the  City  Council  why  it  is  possible 
for  Connecticut  and  New  York  to  sell  a 
20-ounce  loaf  of  bread  for  10  cents,  while 
in    Boston  a   16-ounce  loaf  sells  for  12  cents. 

Parsed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PLAYGROUND,    LAMARTINE    AND    GREEN 
STREETS. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  offered  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
onsider  the  advisability  of  taking  the  land 
at  the  corner  of  Lamartine  and  Green  streets. 
Ward  19,  for  a  playground  and  the  erection  »f 
a   Mothers'   Rest. 

Passed   under  suspension  of  the   rule. 


TRANSFER     OF     DORCHESTER     HEIGHTS 
TO    UNITED    STATES. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  and  GEORGE  A.  MUR- 
RAY offered   the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  io- 
quested  to  consider  and  take  up  with  the 
Federal  Government  the  proposal  to  transfer 
Dorchester  Heights,  South  Boston,  to  the 
federal  Government,  so  that  this  hallowed 
ground  might  be  maintained  as  a  national 
shrine. 

Passed   under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CHARGE  TO  CONTINGENT  FUND. 

Coun.  AGNEW  offered  the  following : 
Ordered.  Ihat  until  otherwise  ordered  the 
City  Auditor  be  hereby  authorized  to  charge 
to  the  annual  appropriation  for  Contingent 
Fund  the  expenses  heretofore  authorized  by 
the  Mayor  and  City  Council  to  be  charged  to 
the  Reserve   Fund. 

Passed   under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LA     ROSE    PLACE,     WARD    21. 

Coun.  AGNEW  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioners. 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to 
accept  and  lay  out  La  Rose  place.  Ward  21, 
Brighton,  as  a  public  way,  said  work  to  be 
done  under  W.  P.  A. 

Passed   under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


1940     DEMOCRATIC     CONVENTION     IN 
BOSTON. 

Coun.  DOHERTY  offered   the  following: 
Resolved,     That     the     City     Council     go     on 

record  as  favoring  having  the  1940  Democratic 

Convention  brought  to  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 


LOCKER  BUILDING  REPAIRS,  COLUMBUS 
PARK. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,     That   the  Park   Commission   be  re- 
quested,   through     his     Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
promptly  make  whatever  repairs  may  be  neces- 
sary   in   the  locker  building  at  Columbus   Park 
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in  order  that  the  lockers  and  shower  baths  may 
be  available  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the   rule. 


WHITE  WAY  LIGHTING,  COLUMBIA  ROAD. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  provide  for  the  installation  of  a 
"white  way"  system  of  lighting  on  Columbia 
road,  from  Edward  Everett  square  to  Uphams 
Corner,  Ward   7. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the   rule. 


HEALTH     UNIT,     DORCHESTER. 

Coun.   WILSON  offered  the  following  : 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund  be  again  urgently  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
consider  the  early  erection  of  a  health  unit 
.a   the  central  Dorchester  district. 

'Coun.  WIL.SOM — Mr.  President,  just  a  word 
with  reference  to  that  order.  I  have  in  mind 
your  earlier  assurance  to  the  Dorchester  coun- 
cilors that  we  would  be  advised  of  the  next 
meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the  White  Fund,  and 
I  gather,  from  hearing  nothing  further  in 
the  matter,  that  they  have  not  had  any 
meeting — although  from  the  tenor  of  Councilor 
Dowd's  suggestion  I  think  it  might  have 
been  well  if  they  had  met.  In  introducing 
this  order  I  have  in  mind  the  needs  of  a 
section  of  Boston  comprising  about  one-fourth 
of  the  city.  In  suggesting  the  erection  of 
a  health  unit  in  the  central  Dorchester  district, 
1  have  no  particular  plot  of  land  in  mind, 
but  I  have  been  advised  that  on  Washington 
street,  a  short  distance  from  Codman  square, 
there  is  an  available  lot  with  a  frontage  of 
125  feet  and  a  depth  of  135  feet.  I  do  think 
that  this  is  a  matter  which  can  quite  properly 
be  referred  to  the  trustees  of  the  White  Fund, 
whom  I  would"  urge  to  consider  this  as  an 
entirely  proper  expenditure  from  that  fund 
in  the  Dorchester  district,  prior  perhaps  to 
.their    making    repairs    on    existing    property. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG— (Mr.  President,  I  am 
heartily  in  accord  with  the  order  presented 
by  Councilor  Wilson,  in  the  interest  not  only 
of  the  people  of  his  ward  and  my  ward,  but 
all  the  people  of  Dorchester,  who  have  for 
years  been  hoping  that  the  trustees  of  the 
White  Fund  would  in  1937  come  forward  and 
give  some  consideration  to  the  people  of  our 
district.  We  have  not  in  that  district  a 
health  unit,  although  there  are  some  in  other 
parts  of  Boston.  We  know  of  one  on  East 
Brookline  street,  practically  right  opposite  the 
Boston  City  Hospital.  Why  a  health  unit  is 
needed  there  is  beyond  me.  But  I  do  hope  that 
the  trustees  in  their  wisdom  will  consider  the 
people  of  Dorchester  and  will  erect  a  health 
unit  in  the  center  of  the  district,  so  that 
the  people  may  receive  the  medical  attention 
they  need  in  this  respect,  and  especially  in 
the  interest  of  the  mothers  and  children  of 
the  district. 

President  FITZGERALD— I  thought  the 
councilors  from  Dorchester  knew  about  the 
meeting   on   Monday. 

Coun.  WILSON — No,  but  we  would  appre- 
ciate an  opportunity  to  appear  before  them. 

President  FITZGERALD— The  question  is 
now  before  the  Probate  Court,  whether  they 
have  authority  to  provide  youth  centers. 

Coun.  WILSON— <I  am  afraid  that  before 
they  get  to  Dorchester  we  will  have'  no  youths 
out    there ! 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  am  heartily 
in  accord  with  what  is  desired  by  the  gentle- 
men from  Dorchester,  but  I  certainly  cannot 
agree  with  the  councilor  from  Ward  14  (Coun. 
Rosenberg)  when  he  questions  the  propriety 
of  a  health  unit  near  the  City  Hospital.  I 
know  of  no  section  whore  a  health  unit  z  )uld 
be  'more  properly  placed  than  in  Ward  8 — 
and  I  trust  that  the  gentlemen  from  Dor- 
chester will   get  their   health   unit,   too. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the.  rule. 


ROAD    BUILDING   WORK. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  make  appropriate  application  for 
possible  state  money  for  road  building  work 
during  1937  under  the  provisions  of  the  General 
Laws,  chapter  90. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  in  offer- 
ing this  order  I  have  in  mind,  of  course,  the 
provisions  of  paragraph  2,  section  34,  chapter 
90,  of  the  General  Laws,  the  so-called  auto- 
mobile act.  As  I  understand  it,  under  the 
terms  of  that  act,  after  the  expenses  of  carry- 
ing out  the  provisions  of  the  law  regulating 
the  use  of  motor  vehicles  are  provided,  an 
amount  not  exceeding  20  per  cent  of  the 
balance  of  the  fees  and  fines  may  be  expended 
in  any  one  year  in  repairing,  improving,  con- 
structing or  maintaining  highways.  There  is 
an  amount  running  into  millions  of  dollars 
that  may  be  xitilized  for  road  costruction,  to- 
gether with  any  money  which  a  town  or 
county  may  appropriate  for  said  purpose  to 
be  used  on  the  same  highway,  and  that  re- 
maining' balance  may  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  division  for  maintenance  of 
state  hig'hways,  in  addition  to  all  other  sums 
appropriated  for  the  same  purpose.  I  realize 
that  Boston  has  apparently  never  made  any 
request  for  that  money  to  be  used  in  con- 
nection with  city  money,  although  I  under- 
stand that  such  large  cities  as  Worcester  have 
awakened  to  the  possibility.  I  realize  that 
when  we  ask  for  this  state  money  the  State 
Public  Works  Department  may  insist  on  hav- 
ing something  to  say  about  the  contractor  who 
shall  do  ,  the  work,  but  I  still  feel  that  there 
is  a  possibility  of  Boston  availing  itself  of  a 
fair  proposition  of  that  surplus  of  the  fund 
furnished  by  automobile  owners,  for  street 
construction   here. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


SEWER     WORK     OFF     PLEASANT     HILL 
AVENUE. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  advise  the  City  Council  with  ref- 
erence to  sewer  work  now  being  done  off 
Pleasant  Hill  avenue  by  Louis   Balboni,  Inc. : 

1.  the  length  of  the  proposed  sewer  line 
under   construction. 

2.  the    cost   of    the   proposed    work. 

Coun.  WILSON^Mr.  President,  in  tour- 
ing through  Ward  17  last  night  I  found  in 
that  vast  stretch  of  wild  vacant  land  lying 
between  Gallivan  Boulevard,  Pleasant  Hill  ave- 
nue, Morton  street  and  Washington  street, 
where  there  is  a  sign  to  the  effect  that  all  or 
a  great  part  of  the  land"  is  the  property  of 
one  Driscoll,  apparently  the  City  of  Boston 
is  constructing  through  a  Mr.  Louis  Balboni, 
who  has  there  a  large  fleet  of  derricks  and 
stone,  lumber  and  materials,  a  very  extensive, 
lengthy,  and  I  would  say  very  expensive 
sewer.  I  don't  want  to  make  any  charges 
or  accusations.  For  that  reason  I  offer  the 
order  in  its  present  form,  because,  like  coun- 
cilors from  other  residential  wards  of  the  city 
who  have  had  experience  in  trying  to  get 
street  improvements,  I  would  hate  to  believe 
that  that  vast  tract  of  land,  owned  by  Dris- 
coll or  anybody  else,  for  the  purpose  of  put- 
ting it  ■  in  condition  for  development  into 
house  lots,  is  having  an  extensive  and  lengthy 
sewer  constructed  at  the  expense  of  the  tax- 
payers of  the  City  of  Boston.  I  hope,  in 
answer  to  the  order,  we  will  not  be  told,  having 
in  mind  the  scores  of  built-up  streets  in  my 
ward  and  other  wards  without  sewers  and 
'which  have  not  been  accepted  for  thirty  or 
forty  years,  that  the  City  of  Boston  is  going 
to  the  expense  of  putting  a  sewer  through  the 
land  of  Driscoll  or  any  other  owner  as  a 
part    of    a.  land    development    scheme. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  the  reason 
why  I  have  not  introduced  a  similar  order  for 
some  time  back  is  because,  in  view  of  what 
I     have    had    to    say    about    the    Codman     Hill 
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Construction  Company,  the  Mayor  might  think 
I  was  persecuting.  But  I  realize  only  too 
well  how  hard  councilors  from  West  Roxbury, 
Brighton,  Hyde  Park  and  various  sections 
have  been  trying  to  grt  through  sewers  in 
their  respective  streets  and  have  then  been 
told  that  money  is  not  available.  But  if 
you  will  go  to  this  piece  of  land  that  has  been 
referred  to,  you  will  find  that  a  sewer  costing 
at  least  $25,000  is  being  put  through  this 
vacant  land,  and  when  the  sewer  is  com- 
pleted you  will  find  that  Driscol'l,  of  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company,  will  start 
putting  houses  up  immediately.  This  sort 
of  thing  shows  you  absolutely  what  great  in- 
fluence the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company 
and  Driscol'l  have  with  the  present  administra- 
tion. Is  there  a  member  of  the  City  Council 
who  can  get  any  consideration  in  the  line  of 
sewer  work  for  the  benefit  of  his  constituents, 
through  the  Mayor's  office,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  we  have  all  over  this  city  people  who  for 
years  have  owned  homes  and  have  been  unable 
to  get  sewers  ?  You  all  know  the  situation 
in  West  Roxbury,  Brighton,  Hyde  Park  and 
other  sections  of  the  city  in  that  respect. 
But  this  man  Drisebll — and,  by  the  way,  it 
is  a  strange  coincidence  that  Mansfield  was 
his  Counsel  before  he  took  office  as  Mayor — 
can  come  in  and  can  get  the  city  to  do 
whatever  he  wants  in  this  line ;  and  we  all 
know  that  this  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  has  taken  more  than  $400,000  out 
of  the  treasury  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  two 
years.  It  is  a  very  strange  thing  that  this 
man  can  get  the  Sewer  Department  to  spend 
$2.5,000  for  his  financial  benefit,  in  order  that 
he  can  carry  through  a  housing  development 
scheme,  first  putting  this  expensive  sewer 
through  a  vacant  lot,  when  people  all  over 
thlis  city  for  many  years  have  been  unable  to 
get  the  sewerage  that  they  should  have  in 
connection    with   their    homes. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  I  think  Mr. 
Farnum  might  well  look  into  this  matter.  It 
seems  to  me  very  proper  to  conduct  an  in- 
vestigation. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule. 


CLEAN-UP     AND     PAINT-UP     CAMPAIGN. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  inci- 
dent to  the  proposed  Clean-up  and  Paint-up 
Campaign  in  Boston  between  May  1  and  May 
15,  be  requested  to  instruct  both  city  men  and 
contractors  on  rubbish  collection  work  to 
promptly  collect  all  papers,  rubbish  and  refuse 
set  out  'by  residents  of  Boslton  during  the 
first  two  weeks  of  May  outside  of  any  dwelling 
house  or  apartment,  in  some  easily  accessible 
spot,  whether  such  rubbish  is  contained  in 
barrels    or    not. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  instruct  and  authorize  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  to  supply  such 
additional  men  and  trucks  as  may  be  reason- 
ably necessary  during  the  first  two  weeks  of 
May,  not  only  to  collect  promptly  such  rub- 
bish as  may  be  set  out  by  dwelling  and  apart- 
ment house  residents  for  collection,  but  also 
such  men  and  trucks  as  may  be  necessary 
to  assure  the  removal  of  litter  and  the  thorough 
cleaning  of   our   city   streets. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  instruct  the  Commissioner  of  Pub- 
lic Works  to  issue  orders  in  every  Public 
Works  Department  yard  in  the  city  that  San- 
itary Division  inspectors  shall  report  in  writ- 
ing directly  following  May  15,  1937,  as  to 
the  sanitary  condition  and  cleanliness  of  each 
street  in  the  division,  particularly  following 
the   most   recent   refuse   and   rubbish   collection. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested, during  the  period  from  May  1  to 
May  15,  1937,  to  utilize  his  weekly  broadcast 
periods  on  such  subjects  as  public  health  and 
city  cleanliness  incident  to  the  proposed  1937 
Clean-up    and    Paint-up    Campaign. 


The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
orders. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  speaking 
very  briefly  upon  these  orders,  a  very  in- 
teresting meeting  of  civic  leaders  and  repre- 
sentatives of  various  improvement  associa- 
tions from  different  sections  of  the  city  was, 
as  you  are  aware,  held  in  this  room  last  week, 
incident  to  the  sponsorship  by  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  also  the  Mayor  of  a  definite 
drive  starting  the  first  two  weeks  in  May  to 
clean  and  paint  up  the  City  of  Boston.  The 
Mayor  spoke  from  Mr.  Harnden's  position  to 
the  assembled  multitude,  setting  forth  the 
generally  recognized  importance  of  this  mat- 
ter, not  only  in  Boston  and  the  suburbs  but 
elsewhere,  and  throughout  the  United  States, 
from  the  standpoint  of  sanitation  and  cleanli- 
ness. So  I  think  I  may  well  assume  that  the 
Mayor  of  Boston,  with  bis  broad  executive 
powers,  will  do  everything  possible  to  make 
this  Clean-Up  Campaign  during  the  first  two 
weeks  in  May  effective.  I  was  a  little  dis- 
appointed to  have  the  division  engineer  of  the 
Sanitary  Division  of  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment say  that  they  proposed  to  allow 
Boston  home  owners  and  residents  to  put 
out  on  the  regular  collection  days  of  those  two 
weeks  any  rubbish,  debris,  mattresses  or  other 
articles  that  they  might  wish  to  have  re- 
moved. I  was  a  little  disappointed,  because 
I  believed  that  one  of  the  last  places  in  the 
world  where  old  mattresses  and  rubbish  not 
in  barrels  should  be  was  on  the  sidewalks 
of  the  city,  and  I  also  realize  that  in  the 
Doi-chester  and  West  Roxbury  sections,  under 
the  terms  of  the  contracts,  the  contractors 
are  supposed  to  take  any  such  rubbish,  mat- 
tresses or  debris  from  any  easily  accessible 
place  outside  of  the  cellar.  I  believe  the 
Mayor  of  Boston,  in  view  of  his  statement  that 
from  the  sanitary  point  of  view,  Boston  is 
perhaps  the  dirtiest  city  in  America,  should 
put  a  sufficient  number  of  men  in  these  days 
of  unemployment  and  a  sufficient  number 
of  trucks  of  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment during  those  two  weeks  in 
action,  to  give  this  movement  the  real  im- 
petus and  support  it  deserves.  I  understand 
that,  because  of  filth  conditions,  there  are 
calculated  to  be  over  800,000  rats  in  this 
city.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  because  of  these 
clean-up  weeks,  home  owners  and  residents  of 
Boston  may  on  the  usual  collection  day  lay 
out  perhaps  more  rubbish  than  usual.  Of 
course,  we  should  count  on  the  cooperation  of 
the  Mayor  and  the  Department  of  Public 
Works.  Naturally,  the  only  way  in  which  the 
executive  of  the  city  can  get  cooperation  is 
by  setting  the  example ;  and  I  might  say  that 
when  I  left  the  room  in  which  that  hearing 
•was  held  last  week  I  found  any  amount  of 
odd  papers,  filth  and  rubbish  right  here  on 
City  Hall  avenue,  next  to  City  Hall,  and  also 
plenty  in  front  of  my  own  house,  which  had 
come  from  the  barrels  after  the  usual  collec- 
tion had  been  made  that  very  day — I  am 
convinced  more  than  you  would  find  on  any 
residential  street  in  any  other  city  in  America 
at  such  a  time.  So  I  am  introducing  this 
order  in  the  hope  that  the  Mayor  will  sup- 
plement the  efforts  that  are  being  made  by 
the  civic  associations,  through  his  department 
heads,  in  this  two  weeks'  clean-up  drive  of 
next    month. 

Coun.  NORTON^Mr.  President,  the  coun- 
cilor speaks  of  there  being  800,000  rats  here. 
I  believe,  according  to  an  estimate  of  the 
State  Public  Health  authorities,  that  there 
is  a  rat  population  in  this  city  today  actually 
double    that    of    the    human    population. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  suspension 
of    the    rule. 


RECESS. 

Coun.  DOHERTY— Mr.  President,  I  wish 
unanimous    consent    to    make    a    statement. 

President  FITZGERALD— Is  there  objec- 
tion? 

(Coun.    Peter   A.    Murray   objected.) 

The  Council  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  GAL- 
LAGHER, at  3.07  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess  sub- 
ject   to    the    call   of    the    Chair.     The    members 
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reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  5.30 
p.  m.  and  were  called  to  order  by  President 
FITZGERALD. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  WILSON,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee,   submitted    the    following : 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  authorizing  sale  of  pigs 
at  House  of  Correction,  Deer  Island — recom- 
mending passage  of  order  in  accompanying 
new  draft,  viz. : 

Ordered,  That  the  Penal  Institutions  Com- 
missioner be  authorized  to  sell  at  public 
sale  to  the  highest  bidder  and  for  not  less 
than  the  market  price,  one  hundred  (100) 
pigs  at  the  House  of  Correction  in  Deer  Island, 
amounting  to  approximately  twenty  thousand 
pounds. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
passed. 

2.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear 
at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz. : 

Gerda  E.  Andren,  Repertory  Theatre,  May 
1  ;  Benjamin  H.  Russell,  Jordan  Hall,  April 
25 ;  Marie  Ryan  Livingston,  Eliot  Hall,  May 
19 ;  Lilla  VHes  Wyman,  Repertory  Theatre, 
May  8  ;  Louise  A.  Oarmichael,  Thomas  Gard- 
ner Hall,  May  7 ;  Ruth  M.  McShane,  Municipal 
Building,  June  3 ;  Mildred  Davenport,  (Reper- 
tory Theatre,  May  28 — recommending  that  leave 
be  granted  on  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted ;  leave  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
for  loan  of  $1,000,000,  to  be  used  to  reduce 
the  amount  which  otherwise  Would  be  required 
to  be  raised  by  taxation  because  of  appropria- 
tions made  or  to  be  made  for  Federal  Emer- 
gency Unemployment  .Relief  Projects — that 
same  ought   to   pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  of  course 
am  not  opposed  to  the  appropriation  off  money 
for  current  expenses  off  the  Welfare  Depart- 
ment, but  I  am  against  the  continued  practice 
of  the  preJent  administration,  following  the 
previous  administration,  of  borrowing  money 
for  the  payment  of  current  bills.  At  the 
outset  of  the  year  the  Mayor  drew  up  a 
tentative  form  of  budget  covering  appropria- 
tions. After  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
had  smoked  out  many  items,  to  beat  the  com- 
mittee to  the  punch  the  Mayor  sent  in.  a 
hill  from  which  the  committee  then  cut 
out  some  $600,000.  On  this  particular 
order,  I  think  it  should  appear  as  a 
matter  of  record  that  this  million  covers 
$682,000  which  originally  was  and  is  now 
in  the  annual  budget,  and  this  is  merely  an- 
other endeavor  by  the  present  Mayor  to  have 
the  City  of  Boston  try  and  lift  itself  by  its 
dwn  boot  straps.  We  are  taking  out  of  the 
annual  budget  appropriation,  where  it  properly 
belongs,  a  matter  that  is  properly  a  current 
expense  and  should  not  be  met  by  loan.  To 
my  mind  the  order  should  not  pass.  It  should 
remain  in  the  budget,  -whether  or  not  the 
Mayor  may  feel  that  it  will  cause  some  diffi- 
culty to  him  dif  he  does  not  in  this  way  ap- 
parently reduce  the  tax   rate. 

Coun.  SHATTUOK— Mr.  President,  I  feel  in 
this  matter  about  the  same  as  the  last  speaker, 
and  I  believe  also  we  should,  as  the  statute 
contemplates,  deal  with  the  budget  as  a 
whole  and  not  on  the  installment  plan.  We 
now  find  items  that  were  left  out  coming  out 
gradually,  one  by  one.  We  don't  know  what 
the  whole  picture  is  or  what  the  entire 
plan  of  the  Mayor  is.  I  think  we  should 
have  before  us  the  entire  plan  before  voting 
on  a  matter  of  this  kind. 


Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  agree  with 
both  the  councilor  from  Ward  17  and  the  coun- 
cilor from  the  BaJck  Bay.  I  think  at  the 
same  time,  however,  that  simply  because  the 
Mayor  is  stupid  in  the  way  in  whieh  he  has 
gone  about  the  thing  and  in  the  way  in  which 
he  has  dealt  with  the  budget,  the  emergency 
relief  projects   should   not   suffer. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  that  is  not 
strictly  correct,  because  $682,000  of  the  million 
is   in    the  budget   of   the  Mayor. 

The  order  failed  of  passage,  15  votes  being 
required,   yeas    14,   nays   4 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Doherty,  Dowd,  Finiey, 
John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Harris, 
Kerrigan,  Kilroy,  George  A.  Murray,  Peter  A. 
Murray,    Rosenberg,    Selvitella,    Tobin — 14. 

Nays — Coun.  MeJlen,  Norton,  Shattuck,  Wil- 
son— 4. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  FINLEY,  it  was  voted 
to  reconsider  and  assign  the  order  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE    ON    PARKMAN 
FUND. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK,  for  the  Committee  on 
Parkman    Fund,   submitted   the   following : 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  transferring  $50,000  from  in- 
come of  iParkman  Fund — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted,  said  order  passed,  yeas 
18,  nays  0. 


RELEASE  OF  EASEMENT,  COLWELL 
AVENUE. 

President    FITZGERALD    called    up,    under 

unfinished    business,    'No.    6    on    the    calendar, 
viz. : 

5.  Whereas,  By  two  instruments  in  writing, 
one  dated  July  9,  1926,  and  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Registry  of  Deeds  August  5,  1926, 
Book  4823,  page  63,  and  the  other  dated 
March  22,  1927,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Registry  of  Deeds  April  15,  1927,  Book  48>89, 
page  3(14,  the  City  of  Boston  was  granted 
the  right  to.  lay  and  maintain  its  water  pipes 
and  appurtenances  in  Colwell  avenue  so  called, 
a  private  way  in  that  part  of  Boston  called 
Brighton,  said  Colwell  avenue  being  shown  on 
a  plan  entitled  "Plan  of  Land  in  Brighton, 
dated  January  11,  1936,  made  by  A.  W. 
Colman,  surveyor,"  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Registry   of   Deeds,    Book    65-98,    page    17 ;   and 

Whereas,  The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
has  advised  this  body  that  the  right  to  lay 
and  maintain  water  pipes  and  appurtenances 
in  the  portion  of  said  Colwell  avenue  herein- 
after described  is  no  longer  required  for  public 
purposes ;    now,    therefore,    it    is    hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized,  in  the  name  and 
behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  in  form 
satisfactory  to  the  Law  Department  of  said 
city,  in  consideration  of  ten  dollars  ($10) 
to  release  to  Paul  Livoli  and  those  claiming 
by,  through  or  under  hlim,  all  rights  which 
the  City  of  Boston  obtained  by  virtue  of  the 
instruments  in  writing  hereinbefore  mentioned 
to  lay  and  maintain  water  pipes  and  ap- 
purtenances in  the  parcel  of  land  bounded 
and  described  as  follows,  to  wit:  Beginning 
on  Colwell  avenue  13  feet  distant  southeast- 
erly from  the  present  northwesterly  line  of 
Portina  road,  so  called,  and  extending  there- 
from northwesterly  110  feet,  said  premises 
being  shown  on  a  plan  in  the  office  of  the 
Water  Division  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, entitled  "Plan  of  Water  Pipe  Removed 
in  Colwell  Avenue,  Brighton,  Public  Works 
Department,  Water  Division,  December,  1936"  ; 
and    it    is    hereby    further 
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Ordered,  That  as  an  additional  consideration 
for  the  release  of  said  rights  that  the  said 
owners  of  the  above  described  premises  ex- 
ecute and  deliver  to  said  City  of  Boston  and 
its  assigns  a  release  of  said  city  in  form  satis- 
factory to  the  Law  Department,  from  any 
and  all  damages  caused  by  or  ill  any  way  grow- 
ing out  of  the  abandonment  of  110  feet  of 
water  pipe  and  appurtenances  in  said  portion 
of  Colwell  avenue  and  from  any  and  all  dam- 
ages caused  by  or  in  any  way  growing  out 
of  the  release  by  the  city  of  its  right  to  lay 
and  maintain  water  pipes  and  appurtenances 
in    said    portion    of    Colwell    avenue. 

On  April  12,  1937,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and   passed,   yeas   19,   nays   0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final 
reading    and   passage,    yeas    18,    nays    0. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RULES. 

Coun.  WILSON,  for  the  Committee  on  Rules, 
submitted    the    following : 

Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that 
Council  go  on  record  as  favoring  the  holding 
o.f  the  1940  Democratic  National  Convention 
in    Boston- — that    same    ought    to    pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on    the   passage  of    the  order. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee  reporting  that  this 
order  ought  to  pass,  I  might  say  that  it  is  my 
personal  feeling  that  this  convention  will  be 
drawn  out  to  some  extent  and  therefore  that 
it  will  be  of  benefit  to  the  business  men  if 
it   takes    place    in    Boston. 

The    order    was    passed. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    CLAIMS. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA,  for  the  Committee 
on     Claims,     submitted     the    following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  William  Sommcr- 
ville  (referred  April  12)  for  reimbursement 
for  amount  of  judgment  issued  against  Mm 
on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  ambu- 
lance belonging  to  City  Hospital — recommend- 
ing  passage   of   accompanying   order,    viz. : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifty-five  dollars 
($55)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  William  Som- 
merville  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of 
judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of 
his  acte  as  operator  of  an  ambulance  belong- 
ing to  the  City  Hospital,  said  sum  to  be 
charged    to    the    Contingent    Fund. 

Report    accepted ;    order    passed. 


SIX-YEAR     EVENING     HIGH     SCHOOL 
COURSE. 

Coun.    ROSENBERG    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  School  Committee 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  establish  a  six-year  course  at  the  Central 
Evening  High  School  which  will  be  equivalent 
to  a  full  day  high  school  diploma  in  credits 
for  admission  ta  higher  institutions  for  learning. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG — Mr.  President,  I  am 
prompted  to  introduce  this  order  as  there  is 
a  ineed  in  our  city  for  the  institution  of  such 
a  revision  of  the  evening  school  curricula, 
especially  at  the  Central  Evening  High  School, 
which  is  the  largest  of  the  evening  high  schools 
in  the  city  and  to  which  students  are  attracted 
from  every  section  of  Boston.  The  present 
evening  school  diploma  is  not  the  equivalent 
of  a  day  high  school  diploma.  Students  prepar- 
ing for  college  and  other  institutions  of  learn- 
ing find,  only  after  graduation,  that  the 
evening  school  diploma  is  not  the  equivalent 
of  the  one  issued  in  day  school  and,  there- 
fore, feel  that  there  should  be   inaugurated  a 


course  at  the  evening  school  which  will  re- 
quire six  years  of  study  and  which  should 
prepare  them  for  college  entrance  and,  at  the 
same  time,  be  the  equivalent  of  a  day  high 
school  diploma.  If  other  large  cities  have 
been  able  to  arrange  a  curricula  in  the  even- 
ing schools  whereby  one  can  pursue  a  college 
entrance  course  ranging  from  four  to  six  years, 
then  I  feel  confident  that  we  here  in  Boston 
should  keep  in  step  with  the  other  cities, 
particularly  in  view  of  the  reputation  that 
Boston  and  Massachusetts  enjoys  as  the  center 
of  culture  and  education  of  America.  Let  us 
take  a  glimpse  at  the  program  available  in 
some  of  the  principal  cities  of  America.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  the  systems  and  curricula 
in  a  few  of  the  larger  cities  of  the  country. 

New  York  City:  The  evening  high  schools 
offer  complete  four-year  courses  in  academic, 
technical  and  commercial  subjects  .  .  .  The 
scholastic  standards  in  the  academic,  technical 
and  commercial  courses  are  those  of  the  day 
hijrh  school.  Most  colleges  and  other  higher 
educational  institutions  give  full  credit  for 
successful  evening  high  school  work  .  .  . 
Evening  high  schools  are  in  session  for  five 
evenings  each  week  with  three  or  four  periods 
per  evening.  In  general,  these  schools  are 
in  sssion  from  7  p.  m.  to  10.15  p.  m. 

Chicago:  The  evening  high  schools  are  fully 
accredited.  A  diploma  awarded  from  the 
evening  high  school  admits  the  holder  thereof 
to  any  college  or  university  without  further 
examination.  Three  units  of  work  may  be 
completed  in  one  school  year,  thereby  requiring 
about  five  and  one  half  years  to  complete 
the  sixteen  units  of  work  required  for  gradua- 
tion. The  courses  of  study  and  standards 
are  identical  to  those  of  the  day  high  schools. 
The  evening  high  schools  are  on  a  par  with 
the  day  high  schools  in  scholastic  standing. 
The  schools  are  open  on  the  first  four  evenings 
of  each  week  from  6.45  to  9.45  p.  m.,  and  the 
school  year  is  divided  into  two  semesters  of 
eighteen   weeks  each. 

Detroit :  The  completion  of  the  high  school 
credit  course  in  the  evening  school  requires 
five  years  and  one  term.  The  evening  school 
diploma  is  equivalent  to  that  granted  by  the 
day  school.  The  evening  school  system  was 
here  inaugurated  in  1S73  and  has  grown  from 
two  small  schools  with  an  enrollment  of  278 
i  I  a  1930  fall  term  enrollment  of  34,181,  with 
<-.\>-Jlcnt  prospects  of  a  steady  development 
as  the  community  expands.  A  complete  policy 
is  in  effect  in  the  Detroit  evening  schools  for 
the  granting  of  credits  leading  to  high  school 
graduation  and  to  college  entrance.  This 
system  is  formally  approved  by  the  Northern 
Central  Association  of  Colleges  and  Secondary 
Schools,  which  means  that  their  pupils  can  be 
transferred  without  loss  of  credit  to  the  2,246 
best  public  high  schools  in  Arizona,  Arkansas, 
Colorado,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas, 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Montana, 
Nebraska,  New  Mexico,  North  Dakota,  Ohio, 
Oklahoma.  South  Dakota,  West  Virginia,  Wis- 
consin and  Wyoming,  and  that  their  graduates 
mail  ruler  iiillwut  examination  the  277  best 
institutions  of  higher  learning  located  in 
these  same  states.  Credit  may  be  earned  in 
any  high  school  subject  given  in  any  evening 
school  provided  the  student  notifies  the 
teacher  early  in  the  term  that  he  desires  credit. 
Credits  earned  are  finally  approved,  recorded 
and  preserved  at  the  Northern  and  transfers 
of  credit  to  high  schools  other  than  the  Detroit 
evening  high  school  are  made  by  Northern. 
Graduation  is  from  Northern  in  June  after 
enough  credits  have  been  earned. 

Baltimore:  The  evening  school  system  was 
inaugurated  in  1S43  and  the  sum  of  $600  was 
appropriated  by  the  City  Council  for  the 
year's  program.  In  1920,  3,713  were  en- 
rolled in  evening  schools.  In  1930,  13,777  were 
enrolled  in  the  evenings  schools  and  the 
n  umber  is  gradually  expanding.  The  even- 
ing high  school  course  for  college  entrance 
requires  six  years  of  three  evenings  per  week. 
Monday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  from  7.30 
to  9.45  p.  m.  Each  session  consists  of  three 
45-minute  periods. 
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Sequence  of  Courses. 


Yeah. 


College  Preparatory. 


High  School  Technical. 


I 

[Drawing  I. 
{English  I. 
[Algebra  I. 

[Drawing  II. 
{English  II. 
[Geometry. 

[French  I. 
English  III. 
[Math.  Ill  * 

[French  II. 
English  IV. 
[Physics. 

[German  I. 
]  Chemistry. 
[European  History. 

[German  II. 
Math.  IV.J 
[U.  S.  History. 

Drawing  I. 
English  I. 
Algebra  I. 

Drawing  II. 
English  II. 
Geometry. 

Drawing  III  or  Shop  I. 
English  III. 
Math.  Ill* 

Drawing  IV  or  Shop  II. 

English  IV. 

Physics. 

French  I.t 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Math.  IV.t 

U.  S.  History. 
French  Il.f 
Elective. 

*  Algebra  II  and  Trigonometry. 

t  European  History  and  one  elective  may  be  substituted  for  French. 

j  Solid  Geometry  and  Review  of  Engineering  Mathematics. 


The  evening  schools  of  Baltimore  provide 
high  school  education  .through  which  students 
complete  their  training  'by  pursuing  academic, 
commercial,  general  or  technical  courses. 
Students  sarsfactorily  completing  their  high 
school  courses  are  awarded  diplomas  which 
are  equivalent  to  those  secured  in  the  day 
high  schools.  Evening  high  school  diplomas 
are  accepted  for  admission  to  the  universities 
and  colleges,  as  a  prerequisite  for  examina- 
tions by  various  State  Boards  such  as  C.  P.  A., 
and  for  employment  in  commerce  and  in- 
dustry where  high  school  graduation  is  re- 
quired. In  the  City  of  Boston  the  first  even- 
ing schools  were  opened  during  the  season 
"1868-69,  when  nine  evening  elementary  classes 
■were  started  as  an  experiment  with  forty-four 
teachers  and  1,56'6  students.  In  1870  the 
first  experimental  evening  high  school  was 
opened  at  the  'Central  Evening  High  School. 
On  May  16,  1870,  an  Act  of  the  Legislature 
provided  for  the  establishment  of  classes  for 
the  teaching  of  mechanical  drawing  in  all 
cities  and  towns  having  a  population  of  10,000 
or  over.  In  the  City  of  Boston  eight  teachers 
were  employed  with  an  enrollment  of  500 
students.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  no 
provisions  were  originally  made  for  the  main- 
tenance of  classrooms  or  meeting  places  with 
<he  result  that  students  and  teachers  were 
obliged  to  ■meet  in  barns,  certain  portions  of 
bath  'houses  and  in  other  quarters  that  were 
donated  by  pubHc-spirited  citizens.  The  money 
with  which  to  pay  the  teaching  staff  was 
derived  solely  at  that  time  from  the  income 
of  the  hay  scale  at  Haymarket  square.  The 
evening  schools  have,  in  later  years,  developed 
and  become  a  very  important  function  of  the 
cities  and  towns  in  molding  better  citizens 
within  our  confines.  Let  me  briefly  give  you 
some  of  the  statistics  in  connection  with 
enrollments  at  the  evening  schools  in  our  city. 
In  1910  there  were  7,519  students  enrolled1  in  the 
evening  high  schools,  11491  in  the  evening 
elementary  schools  and  1,046  in  the  evening 
trade  schools  making  a  total  of  some  19,756 
students.  In  1920,  due  to  restricted  immigra- 
tion, the  enrollments  at  the  evening  high 
schools  were  5,016,  at  the  evening  elementary 
schools  3,922  and  at  the  trade  schools  973.  In 
1930  the  enrollments  again  mounted  and  we 
find  7,571  in  the  evening  high  schools,  5,638 
in  the  evening  elementary  schools  and  1,990 
in  the  trade  schools,  makng  a  total  of  15,199 
students.  The  enrollment  has  continued  to 
remain  at  about  that  figure,  and,  this  year,  at 
the  evening  schools  of  Boston  there  is  a  net 
increase  of  some  1,100  students  over  last 
year.     With    the    present    standards    and    re- 


quirements for  entrance  into  the  higher  insti- 
tutions of  learning  being  increased,  it  becomes 
necessary  that  some  definite  steps  be  taken 
to  aid  those  who  have  to  obtain  their  education 
from  the  evening  schools  by  the  establishment 
of  a  course  at  the  evening  high  school  which 
would  require  six  years  of  study  and  be  equiva- 
lent of  a  day  high  school  diploma.  The  higher 
institutions  of  'learning  do  not  recognize  the 
present  evening  high  school  diploma  as  the 
equivalent  of  a  day  high  school  one  and,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  various  institutions  are 
today  requiring  a  two-year  pre-college  course 
before  taking  up  studies  for  the  various  pro- 
fessions, I  earnestly  trust  that  the  passage  of 
this  order  will  bring  about  the  establishment 
of  a  six-year  academic  course  at  the  Central 
Evening  High  School  here  in  Boston  that  will 
be  the  equivalent  of  a  day  high  school  diploma. 
I  also  feel  confident  that  the  members  of  the 
Boston  School  Committee  should  be  heartily 
in  accord  with  such  a  program,  and  also  Mr. 
Joseph  Gould,  Director  of  the  Evening  and 
Summer  Schools. 

The  order    was    passed    under   suspension    of 
the  rule. 


PURCHASE     OF     AMERICAN-MADE 
HOSPITAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

Coun.  DO  WD  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  buy  only  American-made  instru- 
ments and  dispense  with  those  made  in  Japan, 
provided  that  those  made  in  America  are  as 
good   as   those   made   in    Japan. 

Passed   under  suspension  of   the  rule. 


INCREASE    OF    PARKING    FEES. 

Conn.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  in- 
struct the  proper  authorities  to  cancel  all 
permits  granted  to  owners  of  parking  spaces 
who  have  increased  the  parking  fees  for 
automobiles  due  to  the  recent  drive  on  park- 
ing   established    by   the    Police   Department. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  with  the  new 
parking  regulations  issued  by  the  Police  Com- 
missioner only  a  few  hours  old,  these  gentle- 
men owning  parking  spaces  in  the  City  of 
Boston  saw  a  chance  to  clean  up  at  the  ex- 
pense of  our  citizens,  and  we  now  find  that 
parking  charges  have  gone  up  from  25  cents 
to  35  cents  and  from  35  cents  to  50  cents.  I 
believe  no  one  is   in  accord   with  that  sort  of 
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thing.  These  men  get  their  land  for  almost 
nothing,  and  then  see  fit  to  take  advantage 
of  the  new  parking  regulations  to  charge  the 
public  exorbitantly,  simply  because  people 
driving  in  town  are  not  allowed  to  park  their 
cars  for  any  length  of  time  in  this  downtown 
area.  I  say  'that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  should 
instruct  the  Police  Commissioner  to  send  men 
to  every  parking  area  in  the  Gity  of  Boston 
and  see  that  they  are  not  allowed  to  charge 
exorbitant  fees  for  parking  because  of  this 
new    law. 

The   order    was    passed    under    suspension    of 
the    rule. 


ELEVATED     ANNUAL     DEFICIT. 

Ooun.    NORTON    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider 
the  advisability  of  requesting  officials  of  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railroad  to  work  ouit  a  pro- 
gram regarding  the  annual  declaration  of  the 
road's  deficit,  so  that  .those  public  officials  and 
others  who  wish  to  examine  the  deficit  will 
be    given    sufficient    time    to    do    so. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  should  request  officials  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  to  allow  a  longer  period  of 
time  for  public  examination  of  the  annual 
deficit,  which  the  public  of  fourteen  cities  and 
towns  pays,  as  per  the  request  of  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Kelly.  This  year,  on  April  13,  the 
railroad  notified  the  City  Treasurer  that  the 
deficit  amounted  to  $1,799, 357,000,  Boston  pay- 
ing over  67  per  cent  of  it.  On  April  23, 
ten  days  later,  it  was  paid.  There  are  many 
public  officials  and  others  who  are  interested 
in  this  matter  and  perhaps  some  plan  of  giving 
proper  public  notice  of  the  declaration  of  the 
deficit    would    suffice. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the    rule. 


ATLANTIC     AVENUE     ELEVATED 
STRUCTURE. 

Coun.    NORTON    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Mayor    of    Boston    con- 
sider   the    advisability    of     requesting     the    di- 


rectors of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  to  look 
into  the  matter  of  demolishing  the  Atlantic 
Avenue  Elevated  structure  at  this  time  when 
scrap    steel    is   selling    at   a   high   figure. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  with  scrap 
steel  selling  at  such  a  high  figure,  the  Atlantic 
Avenue  Elevated  structure  might  be  de- 
molished at  this  time  with  a  minimum  of  cost. 
It  would  help  much  in  partially  solving  Bos- 
ton's traffic  problem.  The  Mayor  should  re- 
quest the  directors  of  the  road  to  consider 
these  facts  alt  this  time. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the     rule. 


LAND,   WILMINGTON   AVENUE. 

Coun.    WILSON    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Corporation    Counsel    be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
advise   the   Gity    Council    with   reference  to  lot 
134,     Wilmington     avenue,     in     Ward     17 : 

1.  Whether  such  parcel  was  included  in 
the  settlement  made  by  the  Law  Department 
with  one  Margaret  O'Hearn  during  1936,  after 
Land     Court    decree    had    been    entered. 

2.  If  such  parcel  was  included  in  the  set- 
tlement, then  the  date  when  the  Land  Court 
decree  was  vacated  and  a  check  obtained  by  the 
city. 

3.  Whether  payment  of  the  1936  taxes  for 
that  current  year,  covering  lot  134,  Wilming- 
ton   avenue,    was    obtained    by    the   city. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


COMMITTEE     APPOINTMENTS     FOR 
COUNCILOR    HARRIS. 

President  FITZGERALD  appointed  Coun- 
cilor Harris  on  the  committees  on  Legislative 
Affairs    and    Soldiers'    Relief. 


Adjourned  at  5.52  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
MELLEN.  to  meet  on  Monday.  May  3,  1937, 
at    2    p.    m. 


CITY    OF    BOSTON     PRINTING    DEPARTMENT 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


192 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  May  3,   19S7. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,- Presi- 
dent FITZGERALD  in  the  chair.  Absent, 
Coun.   Roberts. 


JURORS    DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  dralwn,  Coun.  PETER  J. 
FITZGERALD    presiding    at    the    box    in    the 

absence  of  the   Mayor,   as   follows : 

Twenty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,   to   appear   May   10,    1937 : 

Andrew  B.  Johnson,  Ward  1 ;  Benjamin  F. 
Dickinson,  Ward  2 ;  Harold  A.  Batten,  Ward 
5 ;  Michael  E.  Joyce,  Ward  6 ;  George  Daly, 
Ward  9 ;  William  R.  Lentz,  Ward  10 ;  Joseph 
Soul,  Ward  10 ;  William  J.  Boehner,  Ward 
11 ;  Samuel  David  Cowie,  Ward  11 ;  Ernest  W. 
Johnson,  Ward  11 ;  Louis  Rousch,  Ward  11 ; 
Frederick  J.  Dacey,  Ward  13 ;  Carl  J.  Jacob- 
son,  Ward  13 ;  Jacob  I.  Miller,  Ward  14 ; 
Hartford  Murch,  Ward  15  ;  Charles  H.  Forest, 
Ward  18;  Thomas  J.  Lynch,  Ward  19;  Albert 
G.  Haines,  Ward  21  ;  Arthur  F.  Rock,  Ward 
21 ;   Frank   J.   Deckelman,   Ward   22. 

Twenty-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,   to   appear   May   10,    1937 : 

Frederick  P.  Downey,  Ward  1 ;  Joseph  Mes- 
sina, Ward  1 ;  James  F.  Mahoney,  Ward  2 ; 
James  H.  Beckwith,  Ward  8  ;  Frank  G.  Cres- 
sey,  Ward  8  ;  Charles  Francis  Bradshaw,  Ward 
10 ;  Thomas  C.  Healey,  Ward  10 ;  Charles  R. 
Nichols,  Ward  10;  Charles  H.  McLaughlin, 
Ward  11 ;  Kevin  D.  Whittaker,  Ward  11  ; 
Max  Hoffman,  Ward  14 ;  Frederick  Mould, 
Ward  14;  David  W.  O'Brien,  Ward  15;  Her- 
bert E.  Hall,  Ward  16 ;  Morris  L.  Brown, 
Ward  18  ;  William  J.  Mullins,  Ward  18  ;  Frank 
Smith,  Ward  18  ;  Walter  Henry  Cooper,  Ward 
19;  John  F.  Lennon,  Ward  19;  James  B. 
Martin,  Jr.,  Ward  20 ;  Henry  W.  Murray, 
Ward  20;  John  DeRoo,  Ward  21;  Arthur 
Stern,  Ward  21 ;  Charles  P.  Wilson,  Ward  21 ; 
Peter    J.    Cornelissen,    Ward    22. 

Eighty-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Crim- 
inal  Count,   to   appear   June   7,    1937 : 

Francis  Donahue,  Ward  1 ;  Hugh  B.  Gal- 
lagher, Ward  1  ;  Kenneth  B.  Goodwin,  Ward  1 ; 
Walter  B.  Kelley,  Ward  1 ;  Maurice  O'Brien, 
Ward  1 ;  John  H.  Wilson,  Ward  1  ;  Patrick  J. 
Carroll,  Ward  2  ;  Francis  J.  Kirkpatrick,  Ward 
2 ;  George  A.  Connors,  Ward  3 ;  Charles  E. 
Allen,  Ward  4  ;  Frederick  T.  Isburgh,  Ward  4  ; 
William  R.  MacLennan,  Ward  5 ;  Harry  Slab- 
ine,  Ward  5 ;  William  J.  Higgins,  Ward  6 ; 
Frank  P.  Schroeder,  Ward  6 ;  George  E. 
Barnes,  Jr.,  Ward  7 ;  Anthony  R.  Bevacque, 
Ward  7 ;  Cornelius  F.  Finnegan,  Ward  7 ; 
James  F.  McLaughlin,  Ward  7 ;  Dennis  J. 
Connelly,  Ward  8 ;  Harry  R.  Hayes,  Ward  8 ; 
Fred  Wheeler,  Ward  8 ;  Frederick  D.  Brown, 
Ward  9 ;  Harry  B.  Crawley,  Ward  9 ;  Chester 
W.  French,  Ward  9 ;  Albert  L.  Cramer,  Ward 
9  ;  George  M.'Turner,  Ward  9  ;  Edward  Hughes, 
Ward  10;  Christopher  O'Brien,  Ward  10; 
Donald  Campbell,  Ward  11  ;  John  F.  Kenney,' 
Ward  11;  Carl  Nathan,  Ward  11;  William 
J.  Roemer,  Ward  11 ;  Lawrence  H.  Shields, 
Ward  11;  Edward  R.  Tripp,  Ward  11;  Isaac 
Carlin,  Ward  12  ;  Edward  Davidson,  Ward 
12 ;  George  A.  Fox,  Ward  12 ;  George  D. 
Johnson,  Ward  12  ;  Irving  E.  Berry,  Ward  13 
Phillip  T.  Doherty,  Ward  13 ;  Harry  Feeney 
Ward  13 ;  Francis  X.  Mulligan,  Ward  13 
Thomas  F.  Murphy,  Ward  13  ;  Ernest  A 
Adams,  Ward  14  ;  James  M.  Broderi'ck,  Ward  14 
Morris  Chansky,  Ward  14;  Jacob  A.  Perlman, 
Ward  14  :  Morris  A.  Saunders.  Ward  14  ;  Edward 


Donovan,  Ward  15  ;  John  T.  Graney,  Ward  15  ; 
Edward  F.  Mulcahy,  Ward  15 ;  Harry  A. 
Williams,  Ward  15 ;  Thomas  F.  Young,  Jr., 
Ward  15  ;  James  F.  Breen,  Ward  16  ;  Fired  S. 
Hibbard,  Ward  116 ;  Paul  E.  Marsh,  Ward  16  ; 
John  T.  McAlarmey,  Ward  16;  Edson  H. 
Fletcher,  Ward  17 ;  Lester  Joyce,  Ward  17 ; 
Frank  R.  Lynch,  Ward  17 ;  Herbert  E. 
Marshall,  Ward  17 ;  Harry  A.  Pitt,  Ward  17 ; 
Willis  A.  Pyke,  Ward  17 ;  Eustace  A.  Queen, 
Ward  17 ;  Edward  Quint,  Ward  17 ;  Stephen 
S.  Shaw,  Ward  17 ;  Joseph  P.  Walsh,  Ward  17  ; 
Avery  C.  Williams,  Ward  17;  John  T.  Con- 
nolly, Ward  18 ;  Francis  B.  Jewett,  Ward  18 ; 
Frank  T.  Finn,  Ward  19  ;  Edward  P.  Hanson, 
Ward  19 ;  John  L.  Harney,  Ward  19 ;  Albert 
R.  Hetzer,  Ward  19 ;  David  R.  Smith,  Ward 
19  ;  Frank  B.  George,  Ward  20  ;  Nathaniel  W. 
Whittennore,  Ward  20 ;  Frank  Wilson,  Ward 
20 ;  Roy  A.  Anderson,  Ward  21 ;  Joseph  H. 
Doyle,  Ward  21 ;  Maurice  H.  Wollins,  Ward 
21 ;  William  E.  Boyden,  Ward  22 ;  Ralph 
Cohen,  Ward  22  ;  Edward  P.   Conlon,  Ward  22. 

Eighty-two  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,   to  appear   June   7,    1937: 

James  F.  McLaughlin,  Ward  1 ;  Earl  A. 
Nicholas,  Ward  1 ;  John  Crowley,  Ward  2 ; 
John  J.  O'ConneM,  Ward  3  ;  William  J.  Bren- 
nan,  Ward  4 ;  Jenrold  L.  Pratt,  Ward  4  ; 
William  G.  Ellicott,  Ward  5;  Charles  W. 
Larkin,  Ward  5 ;  Louis  'Rosenthal,  Ward  5 ; 
James  Manning,  Ward  6 ;  James  E.  Tuttle, 
Ward  6 ;  Malcom  Yorks,  Ward  6 ;  John  P. 
Langenfeld,  Ward  7 ;  Joseph  Henry  La 
Rochelle,  Ward  7  ;  Arthur  J.  Mangel,  Ward  7 ; 
John  Nee,  Ward  7  ;  Henry  Schneider,  Ward  8  ; 
William  Law,  Ward  9 ;  Percy  C.  Moulton, 
Ward  9 ;  Gilbert  Warren  Winsor,  Ward  9 ; 
Charles  A.  Hancock,  Ward  10;  William  H. 
Killion,  Ward  10 ;  John  McMaster,  Ward  10 ; 
Peter  M.  Shea,  Word  10  ;  Edward  C.  Doyle, 
Ward  12  ;  Henry  Staines,  Jr.,  Ward  12  ;  Albert 
L.  Thompson,  Ward  12 ;  Irving  H.  Young, 
Ward  12  ;  Edward  Anderson,  Ward  13  ;  Joseph 
H.  Delaney,  Ward  13 ;  Philip  Doherty, 
Ward  13  ;  John  H.  Gray,  Ward  13 ;  Dan- 
iel E.  Healy,  Ward  13 ;  John  I.  Martin, 
Ward  13  ;  Harry  Pearlman,  Ward  13 ;  John 
F.  iSullivan,  Ward  13;  Rhey  A.  Wheelock, 
Ward  13 ;  Israel  Feldman,  Ward  14 ;  Harold 
Simmons,  Ward  14 ;  Herman  F.  Wasserman, 
Ward  14  ;  Patrick  J.  Colbert,  Ward  15  ;  Donald 
T.  MacDonald,  Ward  15  ;  Philip  F.  McLaughlin, 
Ward  15 ;  Joseph  H.  Rowe,  Ward  15  ;  Thomas 
J.  Ball,  Ward  16  ;  William  S.  Chapman,  Ward 
16 ;  Joseph.  E.  Curley,  Ward  16 ;  Thomas  J. 
Leahy,  Ward  16  ;  Henry  W.  Lundquist,  Ward 
16 ;  Joseph  P.  Williams,  Ward  16 ;  Joseph 
Baker,  Ward  17  ;  Charles  F.  Bugbee,  Ward 
17 ;  John  J.  F.  Doherty,  Ward  17  ;  Thomas  J. 
Fay,  Ward  17;  William  J.  Johnson,  Ward  17; 
Joseph  D.  Marra,  Ward  17  ;  Leo  Moore,  Ward 
17 ;  Henry  A.  Shea,  Ward  17 ;  Charles  W. 
Spencer,  Ward  17  ;  William  F.  Dick,  Ward  18  ; 
James  T.  Dunn,  Ward  18;  Henry  Williams, 
Ward  18;  William  J.  Governor,  Ward  18; 
Bernard  F.  Brady,  Ward  19 ;  John  B.  Dolan, 
Ward  19 ;  A.  Harold  Larey,  Ward  19 ;  Albert 
J.  Patch,  Ward  19;  Walter  A.  Thielsch,  Ward 
19 ;  Edward  A.  Wurlitzer,  Ward  19 ;  Robert 
Dick,  Ward  20  ;  Lester  L.  Lent,  Ward  20 ; 
Herman  R.  Voigt,  Ward  20 ;  Maurice  Tishler, 
Ward  21 ;  Thomas  F.  Brassel,  Ward  21  ;  Morris 
Dubrow,  Ward  21  ;  Daniel  L.  Crowley,  Ward 
22  ;  William  D.  Halward,  Jr.,  Ward  22  ;  Thomas 
MacDonald,  Ward  22 ;  James  E.  McAllister, 
Ward  22  ;  Frederick  J.  Moron,  Ward  22  ;  Wil- 
liam M.  Morrison,  Ward  22 ;  John  J.  Walsh, 
Ward   22. 


Coun.  GALLAGHER  in  the  chair. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY    THE    MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council  the 
Mayor  submitted   the  following  appointments  : 

Constables  for  term  ending  April  30,  1938, 
without  power  to  serve  civil  process  and  to  serve 
without  bond :  Leo  J.  Feretti,  23  Mystic 
street,  Ward  2  ;  William  F.  Lewis,  645  East 
Fifth  street,  Ward  6  ;  Joseph  C.  McLaughlin, 
902   Beacon   street.   Ward  21. 
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Weighers  of  Coal:  Albert  A.  Walsh,  131 
Lowell  street,  .Somerville,  Mass. ;  Laurie  C. 
Pratt,  139  Pine  Ridge  road,  West  iMedford, 
Mass.  ;  Albert  C.  Smith,  182  Cedar  street, 
Wellesley  Hills,  Mass. ;  Edward  L.  Stevens,  17 
Oliver  street,  Belmiomt,  Mass.  ;  Arthur  S. 
Gorman,   11  Chestnut  street,  Waverley,  Mass. 

Weighers  of  Goods:  John  Conley,  271 
Broadway,  South  Boston,  Mass.  ;  Albert  Guer- 
sony,  93  Brent  street,  Dorchester,  Mass. ;  Al- 
bert McNulty,  20  Fairmaunt  street,  Dor- 
chester,   Mass. 

Severally  laid  over  for  one  week  under  the 
law. 


APPOINTMENTS    TO     BOSTON    HOUSING 
AUTHORITY. 

The   followine:    were    received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office    of    the    Mayor,    May    3,    1937. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — Under  the  provisions  of  section 
26-L,  chapter  121,  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
amended  'by  chapter  449  of  the  Acts  of  1935. 
I  hereby  appoint  Bradbury  F.  Cushing,  resid- 
ing at  the  Hotel  Statler,  Boston,  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  for 
the  term  expiring  January  8,  1941,  to  fill 
the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Francis 
J.   Murray. 

I  recommend  the  concurrence  of  your 
Honorable  Body  in  this  appointment  and  the 
adoption  of  orders  in  the  form  herewith  sub- 
mitted. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  the  appointment  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  of  Bradlbury  F.  Cushing  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
for  the  term  ending  January  8,  1941,  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  confirmed  and  approved  : 
and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  Bradbury  F.  Cushing  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appointed  to  be  a  member  of  the 
said  Boston  Housing  Authority  for  the  term 
ending   January   8,    1941. 

City   of    Boston, 
Office    of    the    Mayor,    May    3,    1937. 
To   the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — Under  the  provisions  of  section 
26-L,  chapter  121,  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
amended  by  chapter  449  of  the  Acts  of  1935. 
I  hereby  appoint  John  Carroll,  present  mem- 
ber of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  whose 
term  expired  January  8,  1937,  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  for  the 
term  ending  January   8,   1942. 

I  recommend  the  concurrence  of  your 
Honorable  Body  in  this  appointment  and  the 
adoption  of  orders  in  the  form  herewith  sub- 
mitted. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  appointment  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  of  John  Carroll  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  for 
the  term  ending  January  8,  1942,  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  confirmed  and  approved  ; 
and  be   it  further 

Ordered,  That  John  Carroll  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appointed  to  be  a  member  of  the  said 
Boston  Housing  Authority  for  the  term  end- 
ing  January   8,    1942. 

Severally   laid   over  a  week   under   the  law. 


PLAYGROUND,   WARD    19. 
The  following  was   received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office   of   the    Mayor,    May    3,    1937. 
To   the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  chairman  of  the  Park 
Department  relative  to  your  order  of  April  26, 


1937,  concerning  the  advisability  of  taking 
the  land  at  the  corner  of  Lamartme  and  Green 
streets,  Ward  19,  for  a  playground  and  the 
erection   of   a  Mothers'    Rest. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City   of    Boston, 
Park    Department,    April    30,     1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor  of   Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  your  memorandum 
of    April    29,    with    inclosure,    order    from    the 
City    Council    to    consider    the    advisability    of 
taking    the    land    at    the    corner   of    Lamartine 
and   Green  streets,   Ward   19,   for  a  playground 
and   the   erection   of   a  Mothers'    Rest. 

Tile  ai'ea  in  question  has  been  considered 
for  a  playground  for  the  past  ten  years.  It 
was  formerly  the  old  Brewer  estate  and  is 
in  a  fine  location.  Unfortunately,  this  depart- 
ment has  no  funds  available  for  the  purchase 
of  this  area,  nor  have  I  the  means  of  main- 
taining same,  in  the  event  the  land  was 
turned  over   to  the  city. 

Very   respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed   on   file. 


SEWER   WORK   OFF   PLEASANT   HILL 

AVENUE. 
The   following   was   received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office   of    the    Mayor,    May    3,    1937. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  relative  to  your  order  of  April  26, 
1937,  concerning  sewer  work  now  being  done 
off  Pleasant  Hill  avenue  by  Louis  Balboni, 
Inc. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City   of    Boston, 
.       Public  Works  Department,  May  3,  1937. 
Mr.   John   F.   Gilmore,   Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  order  passed  by  the 
City  Council  at  its  meeting  of  April  26  with 
reference  to  sewer  work  now  being  done  off 
Pleasant  Hill  avenue  by  Louis  Balboni,  Inc., 
in  connection  with  which  I  submit  the  follow- 
ing report : 

1.  The  length  of  the  proposed  sewer  line 
under     construction  : 

1.2O0  plus  linear  feet  4-foot  by  6-foot  rein- 
forced   concrete    conduit. 

530   plus  linear  feet   12-inch  pipe  sewer. 

117  plus  linear  feet  2-foot  6-inch  by  2-foot 
10-inch    reinforced    concrete    sewer. 

20  plus  linear  feet  12-inch  cast-iron  pipe 
sewer. 

20  plus  linear  feet  12-inch  cast-iron  pipe 
surface  drain. 

2.  Estimated    cost,    $50,000. 

Very  truly  yours, 

E.   M.   Richardson, 
Commissioner  of   Public   Works. 
Placed   on   file. 


UNDERPASS.     COMMONWEALTH    AND 
MASSACHUSETTS    AVENUES. 

The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston. 
Office   of    the    Mayor,    May    3,    1937. 
To    the    Honorable    the   City    Council. 

Gentlemen. — 1  am  transmitting  herewith  for 
consideration  and  action  by  your  Honorable 
Body  a  copy  of  an  act  providing  for  the 
construction  of  an  underpass  for  vehicular 
traffic  in  Commonwealth  avenue  at  or  near 
its  intersection  -with  Massachusetts  avenue  in 
the  City  of  Boston,  said  act  being  chapter  173 
of  the  Acts  of  1937.  Section  5  of  said  act 
provides : 
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"This  act  shall  take  effect  only  upon  its 
acceptance  by  the  city  council  of  the  City 
of  Boston  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
charter  of  said  city  and  upon  the  proper 
federal  authorities  having  approved  a  works 
progress  administration  project  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  underpass  hereby  authorized, 
or  having  made  or  approved  an  allotment, 
allocation  or  grant  of  federal  funds  therefor 
under  the  joint  resolution  of  congress  known 
as  the  emergency  relief  appropriation  act  of 
nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-five  or  under 
any  act  or  joint  resolution  of  congress  enacted 
during  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-six  or 
nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  authorizing 
the  expenditure  or  use  of  federal  money  for 
public  projects,  and  such  allotment,  alloca- 
tion or  grant  of  federal  funds  being  of  an 
amount  approved  by  said  mayor." 

The  construction  of  an  underpass  for  ve- 
hicular traffic  in  Commonwealth  avenue  at  or 
■near  its  intersection  with  Massachusetts  ave- 
nue, as  authorized  by  said  act,  is  urgently 
required  for  traffic  relief  and  has  been  rec- 
ommended by  the  Metropolitan  Planning  Divi- 
sion, the  Planning  Board  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton and  the  Boston   Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Thomas  F.  Sullivan,  chairman  of  the  Transit 
Commissioners,  has  advised  me  that  the  under- 
pass proposed  to  be  constructed  will  be  cbn- 
structed  wholly  on  pulblic  property ;  that  no 
expense  for  land-takings  will  be  incurred ; 
that  employment  will  be  furnished  in  carry- 
ing on  such  work  for  an  average  of  six 
hundred  men  for  a  period  of  approximately 
ten  months  and  that  the  estimated  cost  of 
the  project  is  approximately  $5'6'6,3>61.10.  The 
Federal  Government  has  approved  a  Works 
Progress  Administration  Project  for  the  con- 
struction o€  such  underpass  and  has  made 
an  allotment  of  Federal  Funds  therefor  in 
the  amount  of  $36 6, 361. 10,  which  amount  is 
approved    by    me. 

I   respectfully    recommend   the   acceptance   of 
this   act   by   your    Honorable   Body. 
Very    truly    yours, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  chapter  173  of  the  Acts  of 
1937,  entitled  "An  Act  providing  for  the  Con- 
struction of  an  Underpass  in  Commonwealth 
Avenue  at  or  near  its  intersection  with  Mas- 
sachusetts Avenue  in  the  City  of  Boston,"  be, 
and    the   same    hereby   is,    accepted. 

Referred    to    Executive    Committee. 


ADDITIONAL      TRUCKS     FOR      CLEASN-UP 
CAMPAIGN. 
The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    May    1,    1937. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  "Works 
relative  to  your  order  of  April  26,  1937, 
concerning  the  use  of  additional  men  and 
trucks  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  May 
to  collect  rubbish  and  clean  streets. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City   of    Boston, 

Public   Works  Department,   April   30,   1937. 
Mr.    John    F.    Gilmore,    Jr., 

Assistant   Secretary,    Mayor's    Office. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  information 
blank  of  April  29  in  regard  to  City  Council 
order  of  April  26  requesting  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  to  supply  additional 
men  and  trucks  for  the  first  two  weeks  of 
May,  and  also  requesting,  if  in  our  budget 
the  department  has  money  and  men  to  comply 
with  this  order,  you  are  informed  that  the 
item  under  which  this  additional  expenditure 
might  be  taken  care  of  was  removed  by  the 
City    Council. 

I  am,  however,  sending  in  to  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  today,  a  request  that  he  send  to 
the  Oity  Council  a  supplementary  budget 
amounting  to  $25,000,  which  could  be  spent  as 
follows : 


Cruising   Patrol : 

1  unit    in   each    Sanitary    district 12  units. 

2  units  in  each  day  labor  Sanitary  dis- 

trict       10  units. 

2   units  in  Street  Cleaning,  Dorchester, 

West    End   and    South   End 6  units. 

1    unit   in   South    Boston,    East    B'oston, 

Charlestown,     Roxbury     and     Back 

Bay      5  units. 

1  unit    in    Paving,    East    Boston,    Dor- 

chester    (North),    Roxbury 3  units. 

2  units     in     Paving,     Brighton,     Dor- 

chester   (South),   Hyde  Park 6  units. 

3  units    in   Paving,   West   Roxbury 3  units. 

Total    45  units. 

Each  unit  consisting  of  5-ton  trucks,  at 
$24  per  day ;  4  men  at  $5  per  day ;  each 
making  a  total  labor  cost  of  $20  for  a  dis- 
trict—JCost  per  unit,  $44;  12  days  at  $44, 
$52.8    per   unit;    45    units   at    $528,   $24,000. 

I  assure  you  that  the  above  will  meet  with 
the   expectations   of   the   Council. 

Respectfully   yours, 
E.   M.   Richardson, 
Commissioner   of   Public   Works. 
Placed    on    file. 


APPROPRIATION    FOR    CLEAN-UP    UNITS. 

The   following   was   received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office   of    the   Mayor,    May    1,    (1937. 
To    the   City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  informed  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  that  in  order  to  pro- 
vide proper  facilities  for  removing  rubbish 
and  waste  in  the  various  sections  of  the 
city,  in  connection  with  the  city-wide  clean- 
up campaign  to  be  conducted  during  the  next 
two  weeks,  it  is  vitally  necessary  that  the 
regular  city  equipment  be  supplemented 
through  the  hire  of  additional  equipment. 
Following  a  survey  of  the  entire  city,  the 
Commissioner  proposes  that  forty-five  units 
be  employed,  each  unit  to  consist  of  a  five- 
ton  truck  and  four  men.  The  city^wide 
distribution  is  indicated  in  the  following  table: 

1  unit   in    each    Sanitary    district 12  units. 

2  units  in  each  day  labor  Sanitary  dis- 

trict     10  unite. 

2  units  in  Street  Cleaning,  Dor- 
chester,   West    End,    South    End....   6  units. 

1  unit  in  South  Boston,  East  Boston, 
Charlestown,  Roxbury  and  Back 
Bay    5    units. 

1  unit    in    Paving,    East    Boston,    Dor- 

chester     (North),      Roxbury 3  units. 

2  units   in    Paving,    Brighton,    Dorches- 
ter,    (South),    Hyde    Park 6    units 

3  units   in   Paving,   West  Roxbury 3  units. 

Total,      '. 45  units. 

It  is  estimated  that  each  unit  will  cost 
$44  per  day,  the  distribution  being  $24  for 
equipment  and  $20  for  labor.  Since  each 
unit  will  work  twelve  days,  the  cost  per 
unit  will  be  $528,  and  for  the  total  number 
of  units  proposed  the  total  cost  will  be 
$24,000. 

The  employment  of  this  additional  equip- 
ment and  men  is  necessary  because  the  regular 
forces  and  equipment  of  the  city  will  be 
unable  to  take  care  of  the  extra  quantities 
which  it  is  anticipated  will  develop  because 
of  the  clean-up  campaign.  I  submit  here- 
with an  order  providing  for  the  appropriation 
under  Item  B-19  in  the  budget  of  the 
Sanitary  Division  of  the  sum  of  $24,000.  In 
view  of  the  immediate  necessity  of  placing 
the  proposed  units  at  work  I  recommend  im- 
mediate consideration  and  adoption  of  the 
accompanying    order. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $24,000  be,  and 
hereby  is.  appropriated,  to  be  expended  as 
hereinafter  specified,  said  amount  to  be  raised 
by  taxation  on  the  polls  and  estates  in  the 
City    of    Boston,    and    that    all    orders    hereto- 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


fare  passed  by  the  City  Council  relating  to 
appropriations,  taxes  and  the  interest  thereon 
apply  to  the  appropriations  and  taxes  herein 
provided  for. 

Public  Works  Department. 

Sanitary  Service. 

B.     Contractual    Services $24,000  00 


Coun.  WILSON — (Mr.  President,  I  will  ask 
that  that  be  sent  to  Executive.  I  am  glad 
to  see  the  matter  presented  in  such  unusual 
detail,  because  I  think  it  should  help  in  the 
passage  of  the  order.  I  might  state  for  the 
information  of  the  Council  that  at  a  meeting 
on  this  clean-up  campaign  held  by  various 
department  heads  and  by  members  of  the  com- 
mittee last  week,  the  statement  was  made  by 
one  of  the  division  engineers  in  the  Public 
Works  Department  that  there  was  a  question 
whether  the  Council  would  authorize  the  ex- 
penditure of  money  to  be  used  for  additional 
collections,  besides  the  usual  ones.  Not  de- 
siring to  commit  the  Council  and  not  having 
the  right  to  do  so,  I  did  state  that  the  Council 
would,  I  felt,  realize  the  necessity  of  this 
clean-up  work  in  the  first  two  weeks  of  May 
and  that  it  would  not  be  a  matter  of  dissent 
in  any  section  of  the  city.  I  do  feel,  therefore, 
that  this  order  should  go  through  today,  and 
I  would  ask,  instead  of  its  being  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  that  it  be 
sent  to  Executive,  and  I  would  then  move 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be 
asked  to  appear  before  the  committee. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION    FOR    MUNICIPAL 
EMPLOYMENT  BUREAU. 
The  following  was  received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  28,   1937. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  the  director 
of  the  Municipal  Employment  Bureau  that 
the  appropriation  authorized  for  the  running 
expenses  of  the  Bureau  will  be  exhausted 
on  or  about  the  end  of  three  weeks. 

In  my  opinion  the  Bureau  is  doing  a  worth- 
while work  and  in  order  that  it  may  continue 
I  submit  herewith  an  order  providing  for  a 
further  allotment  from  the  Reserve  Fund  of 
$15,000. 

I   respectfully    recommend   adoption    by   your 
Honorable  Body  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $15,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  transferred  from  the  appropriation 
for  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  to  be  expended 
by  said  Bureau,  under  the  direction  of  his 
"Honor  the  Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of  its 
duties. 

Referred    to    Executive    Committee. 


PETITIONS    RECEIVED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz. : 

Claims. 
Francis     J.     Brady,     for     compensation     for 

damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at 
33    Edinboro' "street. 

T.  Joseph  Cody,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to   car   by   city   team. 

Julia  E.  Donovan,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Decatur 
street. 

Dr.  Henry  S.  Finkel,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

James  J.  Henneberry,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of 
his  acts  as  operator  of  car  of  Paving  Division. 

Frances  M.  Kade,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Municipal 
Building,   Roslimdale, 


Amy  J.  Maclntyre,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Centre 
street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Massachusetts  College  of  Osteopathy,  for 
compensation  for  damage  to  property  at  473 
Beacon  street,  caused  by  bursting  of  water 
main. 

William  H.  Muldoon,  for  son,  for  compensa- 
tion for  injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect 
at   53   Mt.   Vernon  street. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of 
age  to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement, 
viz. : 

Freyda   Pransky,    Jordan   Hall,    June   14. 

Lulu    Philbrook,    Jordan    Hall,    June    4. 

Rose    Zweig,    Jordan    Hall,   May   26. 

Lyllian   F.   Rose,   Repertory  Hall,   June  8. 

Lucille  Perry  Hall,  Repertory  Theatre,  May 
24. 

Gertrude  Dolan  DePetro,  Repertory  Theatre, 
June   7. 


NOTICE     OF     INTEREST     IN     CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  James  A.  Mc- 
Elaney.  member  of  Board  of  Appeal,  of  in- 
terest in  contract  awarded  by  Department  of 
School  Buildings  to  Massachusetts  Lime  and 
Cement  Company  of  which  he  is  president. 

Placed   on   file. 


DESIGNATION  OF  FREDERIC  E.  DOWLING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of 
designation  of  Frederic  E.  Dowling,  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners,  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Listing  Board  of  the 
City  of   Boston. 

Placed   on.  file. 


DESIGNATION    OF    EDWARD    M. 
RICHARDSON. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  designat- 
ing Edward  M.  Richardson,  Public  Works 
Commissioner,  as  a  member  of  the  Boston  and 
Cambridge    Bridges    Commission. 

Placed   on   file. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY   THE  MAYOR. 

Notices  of  the  following  appointments  by 
the    Mayor    were    received: 

Margaret  Fitzhugh  Browne,  259  Beacon 
street.  Art  Commissioner,  for  five-year  term 
beginning   May    1. 

J.  Fred  McNeil,  69  Hiawatha  road,  Dor- 
chester, member  of  Board  of  Examiners,  for 
three-year    term    beginning    May    1. 

James  A.  McElaney,  53  Greaton  road.  West 
Roxbury,  member  of  Board  of  Appeal,  for 
five-year    term    beginning    May    1. 

Edward  W.  Roemer.  32  Kenneth  street,  West 
Roxbury,  Building  Commissioner,  for  term 
ending   April    30,    1941. 

Sidney  S.  Conrad,  62  Beacon  street,  member 
of  City  Planning  Board,  for  five-year  term 
beginning    May    1,     1937. 

Dr.  Martin  J.  English,  520  Commonwealth 
avenue.  Trustee  of  Boston  City  Hospital,  for 
five-year    term    beginning    May    1,    1937. 

Rev.  Robert  H.  Lord,  Lake  street,  Brighton, 
as  Library  Trustee  for  five-year  term  begin- 
ning  May   1,    1937. 

William  P.  Long,  44  Tower  street,  Jamaica 
Plain,  Park  Commissioner,  for  three-year 
term    beginning    May    1,    1937. 

Eliot  Wadsworth,  180  Marlborough  street, 
Sinking  Funds  Commissioner,  for  three-year 
term   beginning   May    1,    1937. 

Guy  W.  Cox,  197  Clarendon  street,  Sinking 
Funds  Commissioner,  for  three-year  term 
beginning   May    1,    1937. 

Mary  Louise  R.  Harwood,  49  Beacon  street, 
member  of  Board  of  Overseers  of  Public 
Welfare  for  three-year  term  beginning  May 
1,    1937. 
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Philip  J.  Feinberg,  2025  Commonwealth  ave- 
nue, Brighton,  member  of  Board  of  Overseers 
of  Public  Welfare,  for  three-year  term  be- 
ginning  May    1,    1937. 

William  J.  Finn,  36  Maple  stret,  Hyde  Park, 
member  of  Board  of  Overseers  of  Public  Wel- 
fare, for  three-year  term  beginning  May   1,    1937. 

Margaret  J.  Gookin,  356  Seaver  street,  Dor- 
chester, member  of  Board  of  Overseers  of 
Public  Welfare,  for  three-year  term  beginning 
May    1,    1937. 

Thomas  F.  Sullivan,  1736  Columbia  road, 
South  Boston,  member  of  Board  of  Transit 
Commissioners,  for  three-year  term  ending 
April  30,  1940,  at  salary  of  $9,000  per  year 
and  designate  him  as   chairman  of  said  Board. 

Everett  F.  Gray,  80  Federal  street,  member 
of  Zoning  Board,  for  five-year  term  beginning 
May    1,    1937. 

George  L.  DeB'lois,  62  Chestnut  street,  mem- 
ber of  Zoning  Board,  for  five-year  term  be- 
ginning May   1,    1937. 

Nyman  H.  Kolodny,  4  Maple  court,  Roxbury, 
member  of  Zoning  Board,  for  five-year  term 
beginning    May    1,    1937. 

Severally   placed   on    file. 


CONSTABLES'  BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  the  following-named  constables, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treas- 
urer,   were    received    and    approved,    viz. : 

William  A.  Amsie,  Henry  Atwood,  David 
Belson,  Carl  Birger  Berg,  John  B.  Blotto, 
George  A.  Borofski,  Abram  Bornstein,  George 
W.  Brooker,  Franicis  E.  Brown,  Warren  A. 
Brown,  Edgar  F.  Callahan,  James  A.  Canton, 
Thomas  Cannizzaro,  Thomas  C.  Garr,  William 
K.  Coburn,  Sydney  Cohen,  Henry  G.  Dahlquist, 
Charles  M.  Daley,  John  J.  Dillon,  Robert  E. 
Donlan,  Walter  A.  Donlan,  Frederick  J. 
Galvin,  Paul  R.  Gasrt,  Louis  Goldberg,  Marks 
Goldstein,  Meyer  Goldstein,  Samuel  Gordon,  Louis 
Gorfin,kle,  Sears  H.;  Grant,  Abraham  M.  Heeht, 
Joseph  Herman,  John  H.'  Howard,  (Max  Jacobs, 
Jacob  Isgur,  David  B.  Kaplan,  Bronis  Kontrim, 
iMark  H.  'Kraifsur,  Nathan  Kroivits'ky,  Alfonso 
Lambiase,  Frank  F.  Lane,  Isie  Martin,  WiiUiaim 
P.  Miles,  John  J.  Murphy,  Frederick  Part- 
ridge, George  N.  Pierce,  Phillip  S.  Phillips, 
Leonard  M.  Pike,  Max  Rabinovitz,  Louis 
Richmond,  Benjamin  Rosengarten,  William  T. 
Rosengarten,  Albert  M.  Sacks,  Samuel  Shain, 
Frank  Shaw,  Isaac  Shulman,  Joseph  L.  Shurt- 
leff,  Joseph  Simansky,  Henry  J.  D.  Small, 
Clifford  L.  Smith,  Paul  Stancato,  David  Tobey, 
Roman  J.  Vasil,  Andrew  L.  Wessling,  John 
A.    Wragg,    Louis    Yacker,    Maurice    Zeeman. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    FINANCE. 

Coun.  DOWD,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted    the    following : 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  April  5)  for  loan  of  $156,500  for 
Public  Works  Project,  High  School  of  Prac- 
tical Arts — recommending  that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted  and  the  question  came  on 
the    passage   of    the   orders. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  might  say 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Council  that  the  Federal 
Government  will  give  the  City  of  Boston  some 
45  per  cent  on  both  these  orders,  and  that 
Commissioner  Drummey  insists  that  they  are 
both    essential. 

The   orders   were   passed,    yeas   18,   nays   1 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Brackman,  Doherty,' 
Dowd,  Finley,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J. 
Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy, 
McGrath,  Mellen,  George  A.  Murray,  Peter 
A.    Murray,    Selvitella,     Rosenberg,     Tobin — 118. 

Nays — Coun.    Wilson — 1. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  April  26)  approving  loan  of  $446,000 
for  Public  Works  Project  William  Howard 
Taft  School — recommending  that  same  ought 
to   pass. 

Report  accepted:  orders  passed,  yeas  18, 
nays    1 : 


Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Brackman,  Doherty, 
Dowd,  Finley,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J. 
Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy, 
McGrath,  Mellen,  George  A.  Murray,  Peter 
A.    Murray,    Rosenberg,    Selvitella,    Tobin — fl.8. 

Nays — Coun.      Wilson — >1. 


APPROPRIATION     OF     $1,000,000. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER  called  up  assign- 
ment No.   4  on  the  calendar,  viz. : 

4.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of  1937,  the  sum  of 
$1,000,000  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
the  proceeds  to  be  used  to  reduce  the  amount 
which  otherwise  would  be  required  to  be  raised 
by  taxation  because  of  appropriations  made 
or  to  be  made  for  Federal  Emergency  Un- 
employment Relief  Projects,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount,  the 
same  to  be  issued  outside  the  limit  of  indebted- 
ness. 

The  question  same  on  the  passage  of  the 
order.  , 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
this  be  laid  on  the  table  until  after  our 
executive    session. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN— *.  Chairman,  I  hope 
this  matter  will  not  be  laid  over  until  after 
the  executive  session,  because  our  session  may 
go  to  a  late  hour  and  some  of  the  members 
of  the  Council  may  have  to  leave.  This  is 
an  important  matter,  and  I  think  the  Council 
members    are    all    familiar    with    it. 

Coun.  Agnew's  motion  to  lay  the  matter  over 
until  after  the  executive  meeting  was  declared 
carried. 


CONFIRMATION    OF    CONSTABLES. 

Coun.  AGNEW— Mr.  President,  for  the 
Committee  on  Constables,  I  move  to  take  the 
following  names  from  No.  1  on  the  calendar 
— Harry  Kahn,  Thomas  F.  Brett,  Joseph  Din- 
uble    and    Harry    A.    Webber. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  question 
came  on  confirmation  of  the  four  names  re- 
ferred to  Committee,  Coun.  Gallagher  and  Sel- 
vitella. Whole  number  of  ballots  18 ;  yeas  18, 
and    the   appointments    were   confirmed. 


President  FITZGERALD   in  the  chair. 


CONFIRMATION     OF    APPOINTMENTS. 

President  FITZGERALD  called  up,  under 
unfinished  business,  No.  3  on  the  calendar, 
viz. : 

3.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  April  26,  1937,  of  M.  D.  Streeter, 
C.  D.  Parrott,  A.  J.  Sangster  and  P.  Mclver, 
to   be   Weighers  of  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Selvitella  and  Gallagher.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  18,  yes  18,  and  the  appoint- 
ments   were  confirmed. 


SOLDIERS'  RELIEF. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recomimend- 
ing  passage  of  order  for  payment  of  atd  to 
saldiiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the 
City  of  Boston  for  the  month   of  May. 

Report   accepted;  said   order   passed. 


CONVENIENCE  STATION,  CHARLBSBANK. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
provide     for     the    erection     of    a     convenience 
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station  for  women  and  girls  on  the  Charles- 
bank  Playground,  to  replace  the  one  that  was 
formerly  there,  the  expense  of  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  income  of  the  Parkman  Fund. 
Passed   under  suspension   of  the  rule. 


BICYCLE   RIDING,   ARNOLD    ARBORETUM. 

Coun.  MELLEN,  for  Coun.  Roberts,  offered 
the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  why  bicycle  riding 
has  been  prohibited  at  the  Arnold  Arboretum, 
and  to  countermand  the  order  so  that  this 
pleasure  may  be  returned  to  cycling  en- 
thusiasts. 

Coun.  MURRAY— Mr.  President,  about  five 
hundred  people  have  been  trying  to  get  into 
the  Arnold  Arboretum  with  bicycles  and  have 
been  stopped  by  the  police,  on  orders  of  the 
dtepartmenlt.-  'I  simply  thought  we  should 
have  an  explanation  of  the  situation,  as  I 
understand  that  the  Arboretum  is  a  spot  that 
is  supposed  to  be  reasonably  open  and  avail- 
able to  the  public 

The  order  was  referred,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
DOHERTY,  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


COMPLETION   OF   FORSYTH  WAY. 

Coun.  MELLEN,  for  Coun.  Roberts,  offered 
the  following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  to  lend  every 
assistance  to  the  W.  P.  A.  authorities  for  the 
completion  of  Forsyth  way.  Ward  4,  now  under 
construction. 

Passed   under  suspension   of  the  rule. 


FIVE-DAY  WORK  WEEK. 
Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  shall 
instruct  the  Corporation  Counsel  to  draw  up 
the  necessary  legislation  for  a  five-day  work 
week  as  a  year-round  program  for  all  city 
employees,  with  the  exception  of  those  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Police,  Fire  and  School 
Departments  and  other  departments  whose 
duties  would  prevent  it,  provided  that  the 
necessary  legislation  is  passed  by  the  State 
Legislature. 

Referred   to   Executive   Committee. 


WIDENING    OF    BLUE    HILL    AVENUE. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
petition  for  legislation  for  the  widening  of 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  from  the  junction  of  Blue 
Hill  avenue  and  Seaver  street  to  the  inter- 
section of  the  American  Legion  Highway,  on 
the  Franklin  Park  side  of  the  roadway. 
Passed   under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CHANGE   OF   CAR  RAILS,   BLUE   HILL 
AVENUE. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered',  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  changing  the  present  location  of  the  car 
rails  on  Blue  Hill  avenue  from  the  side  of 
the  roadway  to  the  center  of  the  roadway  to 
permit    traffic    to    flow    in    one-way    lanes    on 


either  side  of  the  proposed  center-rail  car 
lines,  between  the  junction  of  Seaver  street 
and  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  the  American  Legion 
Highway   and   Blue   Hill   avenue. 


WHITE    WAY    LIGHTING,    BLUE    HILL 
AVENUE. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  consider 
the  advisability  of  having  a  survey  made  of 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  between  Talbot  avenue  and 
Morton  street,  with  a  view  of  installing  a 
"white   way"  lighting  system. 

Passed    under  suspension   of   the   rule. 


FIVE-DAY    WEEK    DURING    SUMMER. 

Coun.    ROSENBERG    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  consider  the  advisability  of  es- 
tablishing a  five-day  week  for  all  city  em- 
ployees during  the  months  of  June,  July  and 
August,  im  cooperation  with  the  program 
recommended  by  the  Governor  governing  6tate 
employees,  and  that  the  Corporation  Counsel 
be  requested  to  prepare  legislation  for  the 
enactment  of  such  a  law  for  the  city,  provided 
such  enactment  shall  in  no  way  affect  the 
status  of  per  diem  employees. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG— Mr.  President,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  during  the  summer  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  Boston  are  seeking  to  close 
downtown  stores  on  Saturday  in  June,  July 
and  August,  and  also  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  has  recom- 
mended that  state  offices,  so  far  as  possible, 
may  be  closed  an  Saturdays,  so  that  the  em- 
ployees may  be  given  a  day  off,  giving  ail 
extra  hour's  work  during  the  week,  I  believe 
we  ought  to  be  able  to  work  out  a  program 
for  cdty  employees  along  the  same  line,  espe- 
cially in  various  departments  in  City  Hall 
where  a  skeleton  force  can  do  the  necessary 
work  in  the  summertime,  thereby  doing  away 
with  the  necessity  of  their  coming  in  Saturdays 
during  June,  July  and  August.  I  believe 
many  are  aware  that  very  little  is  accomplished 
usually  on  the  three-hour  Saturday  at  the 
present  time,  and  that  the  general  tendency 
the  country  over  is  towards  a  five-day  week  in 
industry.  I  believe  that  that  idea  is  being 
generally  recognized  in  state  and  national  de- 
partments, as  well  as  being  considered  seriously 
by  business  houses  throughout  the  country, 
and  I  think  it  proper  that  the  City  of  Boston 
should  take  cognizance  of  the  fact  at  this 
time. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


RELOCATION    OF    EAST    BOSTON    FIRE 
STATIONS. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA  offered  the  following : 
Ordered.  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  relocating  certain 
fire  stations  in  East  Boston  in  order  to  provide 
for  a  fire  station  in  the  Orient  Heights  sec- 
tion. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EAST  BOSTON    BATHING    BEACH. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  make  a  survey  and  report  to  the 
Ciity  Council  as  to  the  availability  of  the 
space  formerly  known  as  the  North  Ferry 
pier  on  the  East  Boston  side  for  use  as  a 
bathing   beach. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


JVIAY    3,    1937. 
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JEFFRIES    POINT    HOUSING    PROJECT. 
Coun.    SELVITELLA   offered    the  following: 
Ordered,     That  his   Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested  to  take  the  necessary   steps   to  obtain 
from  the  Federal  and   State  authorities  an  ap- 
propriation    (for     a     housing     project     in     the 
Jeffries    Point    section    of    East   Boston    in    the 
area  adjacent  to  the  Boston  Airport. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REFUND  OF  TAXES  PAID  ERRONEOUSLY. 

Coun.   WILSON  offered  the  following  : 

Ordered,  Tlhait  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested  through  bis  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
draft  and  file  with  the  Massachusetts  Leg- 
islature such  a  petition  as  shall  permit  and 
authorize  the  Collector  of  Taxes  for  the 
City  of  Boston  to  refund  to  any  person  who 
has  paid  taxes  on  Boston  property  any  such 
payments  as  may  have  .been  made  by  such 
taxpayer  through  error  or  mistake  on  real 
estate  not  owned  by  the  taxpayer. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  offer  this 
order  because  of  a  specific  case  that  has  came 
to  my  attention,  but  I  think  also  it  represents 
a  general  situation  that  should  be  corrected. 
The  specific  case  I  have  in  mind  is  of  a  home 
owner  who  owned  a  lot  one  lot  removed  from 
a  corner  lot  and  who  received  bills  for  both 
lots,  the  usual  bill  of  the  Collecting  Depart- 
ment, so  much  on  land  and  so  much  on  build- 
ing. The  taxes  included  both  real  estate 
taxes  and  street  betterments,  following  the 
laying  but  and  acceptance  of  a  street,  and 
for  a  period  of  four  years  this"  land  owner 
went  on  paying  this  incorrect  assessment. 
When  he  applied  for  a  possible  abatement  of 
the  taxes,  it  was  discovered  for  the  first  time 
that  he,  this  taxpayer,  had  had  lumped  in  with 
his  own  assessment  the  assessment  on  this 
vacant  land  which  he  did  not  own.  There 
was  a  total  olf  $98.52  real  estate  tax  and 
$2112.92  on  the  street  betterment,  or  a  total 
in  excess  of  $300.  I  ibelieve  personally  that 
even  a  city  has  certain  moral  obligations, 
and  that  where  a  tax  bill  is  incorrectly  drawn 
and  improperly  charged,  as  in  this  case,  and 
where  the  taxpayer  has  gone  on  paying  the 
incorrect  overcharge  for  four  or  five  years, 
when  it  is  finally  discovered  that  the  city  has 
obtained  these  ill-gotten  gains,  it  should  pay 
'back  the  money.  I  understand,  however,  that 
that  cannot  be  done  under  the  existing  laiw. 
There  certalinly  can  ibe  mo  doubt  in  the  mind 
of  anybody  that  where  there  has  been  such 
a  mistake,  where  the  city  has  improperly 
charged  a  taxpayer  and  has  collected  money  to 
which  it  has  no  right,  the  taxpayer  should 
be  able  to  recover  that  money.  For  that 
reason,  I  think  this  is  a  situation  that  should 
be    rectified. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


COST  OF  LAND  COURT  PROCEEDINGS. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following  : 
-Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  as  to  the  amount  of  the 
total  cash  cost  to  date  incurred  by  the  city, 
through  the  Law  Department  in  Land  Court 
proceedings  involving  tax  title  properties  since 
October  7,   1935: 

a.  With    reference  to  the   first   995   parcels 
forwarded  to  the  Law   Department  for  action. 

b.  All   such    tax   title   proceedings   to   date. 
Coun.   WILSON — Mr.    President,  very  briefly 

— I  see  Mr.  Brennan  smiling,  although  I 
don't  understand  that  he  has  to  do  the  work, — 
is  is  to  be  bonne  in  mind  that  the  new  city 
ordinance,  passed  a  year  ago  last  October, 
placed  these  tax  title  'properties  in  the  hands 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  and 
that  eventually  995  parcels  were  sent  to  the 
Law   Department  for   Land   Court  action.     Of 


course,  that  is  the  proper  procedure  to  be 
followed  on  those  995  parcels,  aggregating  a 
value  of  $1,500,000.  I  believe  that  up  to  date 
only  twenty-one  of  those  parcels  have  come 
through  to  the  Council ;  but,  since  those  parcels 
are  being  sent  through  the  Land  Court,  with 
nothing  follow  ing  afterwards  so  far  as  we 
are  informed,  I  wondered  if  an  item  in  last 
year's  budget  of  $30,000  -represented  the  ex- 
pense to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston  of  getting  those  cases  through  the 
court.  I  think  we  ore  entitled  to  some  in- 
formation upon  this  matter,  and  for  that 
reason  I  wish  to  ascertain  the  expense  to 
which  the  city  has  been  put  in  connection 
with  getting  these  parcels  through  the  Land 
Court,  with  no  action  following  by  the  Public 
Buildings   Commissioner. 

The   order   was   passed    under   suspension   of 
the  rule. 


INFORMATION  ON  CERTAIN  PROPERTIES. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  'Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  with  reference  to 
the  area  of  vacant  land  bounded  by  Pleasant 
Hill  avenue,  Morton  street,  Washington  street 
and    Gallivan   Boulevard : 

1.  Name  of  owner  or  owners  of  said  tract 
according  to  the  assessors'   books. 

2.  The  number  of  square  feet  in  each  parcel. 

3.  The  assessed  value  placed  on  each  parcel 
during  each  year  from   1933  to  1937,  inclusive. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Collector  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  with  reference  to  any 
outstanding  taxes  covering  the  area  of  vacant 
land  bounded  by  Pleasant  Hill  avenue,  Morton 
street,  Washington  street  and  Gallivan  Boule- 
vard, giving  in  each  case 

1.  The  name  of  the  owner  of  record  ac- 
cording to  the  books  of  the  Collecting  De- 
partment. 

2.  The  area  of  each  parcel. 

3.  The  amount  of  unpaid  taxes,  if  any, 
outstanding  against  each  parcel,  itemized  for 
each  year  down  to  and  including  the  year  193G. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  the  pur- 
pose of  these  orders  is  as  follows  :  Last  week, 
or  at  the  last  meeting  we  had,  I  made  some 
remarks  with  reference  to  this  vast  area  of 
prairie  land  adjacent  to  Gallivan  Boulevard 
in  Dorchester,  as  to  which  considerable  sewer 
construction  work  was  being  done,  and  I  took 
the  trouble  to  go  through  the  records  of  the 
Sewer  Division  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment last  week  to  verify  a  suspicion  I  had 
in  my  mind  that  probably  the  main  purpose 
of  this  $40,000  improvement  across  a  piece 
olf  vacant  land  was  not  so  much  to  serve  as  a 
possible  watershed  for  properties  not  on  that 
vacant  piece,  but  as  the  first  step  in  the  build- 
ing of  a  sewer  across  a  vast  area  of  vacant 
land  for  the  benefit  of  some  private  owner  who 
had  a  land  development  scheme  in  mind.  I 
found,  as  I  expected  I  would,  from  the  maps 
in  the  Sewer  Division,  that  a  proposed  street 
is  laid  out,  known  as  Hihbard  road,  to  run 
from  Pleasant  avenue  directly  across  the  center 
of  this  vast  prairie  area  out  on  to  Washing- 
ton street.  The  thing  that  did  surprise  me  a 
little  was  that  three  takings  were  apparently 
made: — one  of  3.273  feet,  a  second  of  2,340 
feet,  and  a  third  of  17,475  feet,  totaling 
23,088  feet, — all  from  "owners  unknown," 
although  the  available  atlases,  and  I  assume 
the  available  records  in  the  Assessing  De- 
partment, including  the  map  on  which  the 
taking  was  made,  in  the  Sewer  Division,  show 
that  the  land  in  this  area  is  owned  by  Dane 
and  Friedberg,  doing  business  as  the  Codman 
Hill  Trust,  and  by  Mr.  W.  J.  DriscoU.  It 
may  be  that  the  taking  was  in  the  usual 
course,  but  it  occurred  to  me,  where  there 
is  a  taking  for  a  proposed  street  across  a 
prairie,  involving  23,000  square  feet,  as  against 
"owners  unknown,"  it  might  be  assumed  that 
in   a  year  or  two,   or   perhaps  before  the  end 
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of  this  year,  the  real  owners,  who  appear 
on  the  assessors'  books,  on  the  atlases  and 
everywhere  except  in  connection  with  the  tak- 
ing, might  come  forward  and  claim  damages 
for  this  sewer  taking.  For  that  reason  I  pro- 
pose to  ascertain  the  exact  story  oin  H'ilbbard 
road,  so  called,  through  the  center  of  this 
proposed    tract. 

Tihe   order    was    passed    under    suspension    of 
the    rule. 


REGULATION  OF  OUTDOOR  PARKING 
SPACES. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Hoinor  the 
Mayor,  to  adopt  such  regulations,  as  a  con- 
dition of  the  annual  granting  of  licenses  to 
operate  outdoor  automobile  parking  spaces, 
as    shall 

1.  Place  a  reasonable  limit  on  the  number 
of  motor  vehicles  which  may  be  parked  in 
any    given    area. 

2.  Require  reasonable  and  convenient  means 
of  entrance  to  and  exit  from  all  outdoor  park- 
ing   areas. 

3.  Require  an  acceptance  by  the  licensee 
of  reasonable  liability  for  car  theft  or  prop- 
erty   damage. 

4.  Prevent  unfair  parking  charge  increases 
incident  to  Police  Department  activity  in  the 
enforcement  of  traffic  regulations  against  park- 
ing   on    public    streets. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  would  ask 
that  that  order  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on 
Licenses.  I  have  this  in  mind.  The  present 
agitation  concerning  finding  places  to  park, 
incidental  to  the  Police  Department  enforcing 
the  existing  regulations  of  the  Traffic  Depart- 
ment, may  quiet  down ;  but  the  fact  remains 
that  these  vast  areas  in  the  heart  of  the  city, 
used  for  parking  space,  in  my  opinion  should 
be  subject  to  some  reasonable  degree  of  super- 
vision. The  licenses  for  these  parking  spaces 
are  issued  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners. They  absolutely  have  the  right,  in 
my  opinion,  to  issue  such  licenses  each  year 
on  certain  terms  and  conditions,  and  if  those 
terms  and  conditions  are  not  complied  with, 
there  is  no  reason  I  can  see  why  a  license 
should  not  be  revoked,  or  turned  down  whan 
again  applied  for.  I  have  seen  vast  parking 
areas — Soldiers  Field  and  other  places — where 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  machines  have  been 
parked  in  such  a  way  as  to  really  cause  a  fire 
hazard,  to  say  nothing  of  the  inconvenience 
to  the  public.  Cars  will  be  parked,  for  in- 
stance, in  double  limes,  causing  all  sorts  of 
trouble  and,  by  reason  of  the  recent  agitation 
by  the  Police  Department,  enforcing  parking 
regulations,  there  are  places,  as  at  Park  square, 
where  I  myself  have  had  personal  experience 
and  inconvenience  in  getting  cars  out  of  park- 
ing spaces,  where  a  car  has  to  pass  through 
one  narrow  alley,  and  to  get  it  out  frequently 
requires  the  moving  of  some  fifteen  or  twenty 
oars,  by  the  men  in  charge  of  the  parking 
space  and  myself.  So  I  believe  the  sooner  we 
have  some  reasonable  parking  standards  the 
bebter.  My  idea  is  to  send  this  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses,  who  might  confer  with 
the   commissioners    concerned. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on   Licenses. 


VOTING  MACHINES  FOR  CITY  ELECTION. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  President  appoint  a 
committee  of  five  members  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  investigate  the  advisability  of  installing 
vetoing  machines  for  the  city  election  next  No- 
vember. 

Coun.  WILSON— .Mr.  President,  I  offer  that 
order  at  this  time,  continuing  to  feel  that 
this  voting  machine  experiment  should  be 
tried.  Personally,  I  wished  to  have  it  tried 
out  in  the  recent  election  in  Ward  9,  and  I 
regretted  that  the  judgment  of  the  Mayor  and 
the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners  was 
against   it   being   tried   out   in    that   election.     I 


still  believe  that  voting  machines  tend  to 
honest  counting  of  votes  and  honest  elections. 
as  has  been  shown  by  experience  in  other 
cities  of  the  United  States.  I  feel,  therefore, 
that  the  installation  of  voting  machines  for 
next  November's  election  would  be  a  very 
desirable   thing. 

The   order    was    passed    under    suspension    of 
the   rule. 


RECAPITULATION   OF   TAX   TITLE   PROP- 
ERTIES. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
recapitulation  list  of  foreclosed  properties  to 
and  including  December  31,  1935,  only  covers 
553  parcels, — the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  at  once  furnish  to  the  City  Council 
a  recapitulation  bringing  the  tax  title  prop- 
erty records  of  his  department  more  sub- 
stantially   up    to    date. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the  rule. 


SKELETON   CREW   OF  WORKERS  DURING 
SUMMER. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  instruct  department  heads  to  ar- 
range for  a  skeleton  crew  of  workers  in  each 
department  beginning  with  the  second  Satur- 
day in  June  and  ending  with  the  second  Satur- 
day   in    September. 

Referred    to    Executive    Committee. 


REJECTION  OF  OLD  AGE  APPLICATIONS. 

Coun.    MoGRATH   offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  inform  the 
City  Council  by  what  authority  does  the  de- 
partment of  Public  Welfare  reject  applica- 
tions for  old  age  assistance,  provided  that 
such  applications  are  not  acted  upon  within 
thirty  days,  in  view  of  the  wording  of  the 
Massachusetts  statutes,  which  provides  that 
;u*sistance  shall  be  provided  from  the  time  ap- 
plication is  made. 

Coun.  McGRATH— Mr.  President,  as  I 
understand  it,  the  Massachusetts  statutes  on 
old  age  assistance  provide  that  "financial  aid 
shall  be  given  from  the  date  of  application." 
At  the  present  time,  as  1  understand  it,  appli- 
cations are  received  for  old  age  assistance, 
and  if  not  acted  upon  within  thirty  days,  are 
rejected,  and  the  person  making  application 
is  called  upon  to  again  apply.  This  permits 
the  Welfare  Department  to  take  plenty  of 
time  in  passing  on  applications,  for,  under 
this  system,  no  recipient  of  old  age  assistance 
gets  any  back  payments  for  longer  than  a 
thirty-day  period.  Now,  I  don't  know  under 
what  authority  the  Welfare  Department  pro- 
ceeds in  this  manner.  It  may  be  perfectly 
legal  in  every  way,  but  to  me,  it  appears  as 
though  that  department  is  evading  the  strict 
wording  of  the  law,  and  depriving  worthy 
persons  of  full  allotments  due  them.  As  I 
said  before,  there  may  be  some  legal  justifica- 
tion for  this  procedure,  and  before  I  make 
any  further  investigation  on  the  status  ocf 
these  applicants,  I  would  like  the  ruling 
which  the  order  calls  for. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


PARKING     ON     COLUMBIA    ROAD. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
prohibit  the  parking  of  automobiles  along 
Columbia  road,  from  H  to  N  streets,  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  congestion  during  the 
bathing  season. 

Passed   under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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RATES    OF    PARKING    SPACES. 

Coun.    DOWD   offered   the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioners  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
investigate  the  operation  of  all  parking  spaces, 
and  especially  those  who  have  recently  raised 
their  rates,  with  a  view  to  voiding  the  license 
granted  if  the  rates  aire  excessive,  or  increasing 
the  fee  for  such  parking  space  license. 

Couin.  DOWD — Mr.  'President,  last  week 
when  I  called  attention  to  the  increase  in  rates 
by  parking  spaces,  the  Mayor  termed  my  sug- 
gestion that  the  Street  'Commissioners  look 
into  the  matter  amd  revoke  the  license  of 
any  parking  space  licensee  who  took  advantage 
of  the  public,  a  "silly"  suggestion.  Well,  I 
don't  know  of  anything  more  silly  than  the 
Mayor's  attitude  on  tlhis  matter.  No  sooner 
are  the  new  parking  regulations  put  into  effect 
than  these  owners  of  parking  spaces  in  the 
city  jump  the  fees  and  are  all  set  to  reap  a 
harvest  at  the  expense  of  the  public.  Of 
course,  when  the  Mayor  mode  that  statement, 
he  perhaps  did  mot  know  that  it  was  his  own 
Street  Commissioners  who  licensed  these  park- 
ing lots,  and  that  the  Street  Commissioners 
set  the  Ifee  for  such  a  license,  amd  retain  at 
all  times  the  power  to  revoke  such  a  license. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  where  a  fee  of  $200  is 
paid,  for  example,  where  they  charge  26 
cents,  if  they  charge  35  or  50  cents  after  these 
present  regulations  have  gone  into  effect,  they 
should  pay  $400  or  $500.  After  somebody 
tipped  the  Mayor  off  to  the  provisions  of 
chapter  '3&9  of  the  Acts  of  11930,  which  gives 
to  the  Street  Commissioners  control  over  these 
spaces,  the  Mayor  changed  his  tune  a  bit,  and 
now  wants  the  city  to  maintain  public  park- 
ing spaces.  I  don't  wont  to  go  into  that 
proposition  at  this  time,  but  I  do  say  to  the 
Mayor  and  to  the  IBoard  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners, appointed  by  the  Mayor,  that  if  they 
permlit  these  parking  spaces  to  gouge  the 
public,  they  are  mot  representing  the  public 
of  Boston  as  they  should.  I  say  to  the  Mayor, 
that  these  spaces  have  mo  justification  what- 
soever, and  have  mo  right  whatsoever,  to  raise 
the  fee  for  parking  amd  that  the  license 
should  be  revoked  in  every  case  where  this 
occurs.  There  are  a  few  rumors  around  that 
some  of  the  owners  of  these  spaces  ore 
friendly  to  the  administration,  but  I  say  to 
the  Mayor  amd  to  his  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners, keep  a  watchful  eye  open,  because 
this  time  its  not  the  City  Council  you  have  to 
contend  w  ith,   but  the   general  public. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council,  by  direction  of  the  President, 
at  3.49  p.  m.  took  a  recess  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  Ohair.  The  members  reassembled  in 
the  Council  -Chamber  and  'were  called  to  order 
by  President  FITZGERALD  at  5.24  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee,   submitted    the   following : 

1.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today 
for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to 
appear    at    places    of    public    amusement,    viz. : 

Freyda  Pransky,  Jordan  Hall,  June  14 ; 
Lulu  Philbrook,  Jordan  Hall,  June  4 ;  Rose 
Zweig,  Jordan-  Hall,  May  26 ;  Lyl'Jian  F. 
Rose,  Repertory  Haill,  June  8 ;  Lucille  Perry 
Hall,  Repertory  Theatre,  May  24 ;  Gertrude 
Dolan  DePetro,  Reper'tory  Theatre,  Jume  1 — 
recommending  that  leave  be  granted,  under 
usual    conditions. 

Report  accepted ;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  om  order  (relf erred  today)  that 
Mayor  'be  requested  to  instruct  department 
heads  to  arrange  for  skeleton  crew  of  workers 
in  each  department  beginning  with  second 
Saturday  in  June  amd  ending  with  second 
Saturday  in  September — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 


Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  Mayor 
consider  advisability  of  establishing  a  five-day 
week  for  all  city  employees  during  months 
of  June,  July  and  August — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  on  order  (referred  today)  pro- 
viding for  five-day  work  week  for  city  em- 
ployees— that   same   ought   to   pass. 

Reports    accepted ;    orders    passed. 

-3.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that 
Park  Commissioner  be  requested  to  advise 
Council  Why  bicycle  riding  has  been  pro- 
hibited at  Arnold  Arboretum — that  same  ought 
not    to    pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  -the  question 
came    on    the    passage    of    the    order. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
I  would  like  to  have  this  go  to  the  Mayor 
to  see  what  he  says  about  it,  and  would  like 
a    roll   call    on    the    passage. 

The  order   was   passed,   yeas   14,   nays  2: 

Yeas — -Coun.  Brackman,  Dowd,  Finley,  John 
I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher, 
Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy,  Mellen,  George  A. 
Murray,  Peter  A.  Murray,  Rosenberg,  Sel- 
vit-ella— 14. 

Nays — Coun.    Shattuck,    Wilson — 2. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  would  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement  im 
regard  to  that  order,  explaining  my  negative 
vote. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  objected,  so 
unanimous    consent    was    not    given. 

Later    in    the   session    Coun.    WILSON    said : 

Mr.  President,  I  move  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  involving  the  use  of  bicycles  in  the 
Arnold  Arboretum,  and  would  state,  in  fur- 
therance of  that  motion,  that  it  was  stated 
to  the  Council  in  executive  committee  by  the 
Park  Commssiomer  that  the  Arnold  Arboretum 
at  the  present  time  is  operating  under  a 
999-year  lease,  that  it  is  connected  with  Har- 
vard University,  that  there  are  a  great  many 
trees  and  shrubs  and  other  property  there 
that  can  only  be  replaced  at  great  cost,  and 
the  commissioner  stated  that  the  public  are 
not  excluded  from  the  Arboretum,  but  that 
automobiles  have  always  been  excluded,  because 
of  trouble  caused  to  foliage  and  otherwise,  and 
that  damage  could  easily  be  done  in  that  way 
that  could  hardly  be  made  good  even  at  great 
expense ;  that  it  has  finally  been  necessary 
to  exclude  bicycles  from  the  Arboretum  for 
a  similar  reason.  Therefore,  I  voted  against 
the  order.  In  view  of  the  councilor's  posi- 
tion, however,  I  move  to  reconsider,  and  it 
is   immaterial   to   me  how  the  vote  goes. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  declared  lost. 
Coun.  DOHERTY  doubted  the  vote  and  asked 
for    the    yeas    amd    nays. 

Reconsideration    prevailed,    yeas    11,    nays    5 : 

Yeas — Coum.  Agnew,  Doherty,  John  I.  Fitz- 
gerald, Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Ker- 
rigan, Kilroy,  Mellen,  George  A.  Murray, 
Shattuck,    Wilson — ill. 

Nays — Coun.  Dowd,  Finley,  Harris,  Peter 
A.    Murray,    Tobin — 5. 

Ooun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY-^Mr.  President, 
I  ask  for  the  passage  of  the  order  once  more, 
and  ask  a  roll  call.  I  trust  that  the  order  may 
be  passed,  so  that  the  Mayor  and  the  Park 
Department  may  take  it  up  with  the  author- 
ities at  the  Arboretum  and  see  whether  these 
children  from  Jamaica  Plain  and  all  parts 
of  Boston  may  not  have  the  right  to  ride  their 
bicycles    into    the    Arboretum. 

The  question  came  om  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN— Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  the  order  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  and  that  we  call  the  Park  Com- 
missioner before  us  again  and  take  it  up. 
1  Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— I  ask  for  its 
passage  at   this    time,    Mr.    President. 

The  order   was   passed,   yeas   11,   nays   5: 

Yeas — Coun.  Dowd,  Fimley.  John  I.  Fitz- 
gerald, Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Harris, 
Kilroy,  George  A.  Murray,  Peter  A.  Murray, 
Rosenberg,     Tobin — -111 . 

Nays— Coun.  Doherty,  Kerrigan,  Mellen, 
Shattuck,    Wilson — 5. 
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4.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  $24,000  be  appropriated 
for  Sanitary  Service,  Contractual  Services — 
that   same   ought   to   pass. 

Tlhe  report  was  accepted,  and  order  passed, 
yeas   19,   nays   1 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Brackman,  Doherty, 
Dowd,  Finley,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J. 
Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy, 
McGrath,  Mellen,  George  A.  Murray,  Peter 
A.  Murray,  Rosenberg,  Selvitella,  Tobin  Wil- 
son— 1.9. 

Nays — -Coun.    Shattuck — 1. 

5.  Report  oin  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  April  26)  transferring  from  ap- 
propriation for  Highland  Park,  Improvements, 
etc.,  to  appropriation  for  Animals,  Birds,  etc., 
Pork  Department — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted ;  said  order  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays   1 : 

Yeas — Conn.  Aginew,  Brackman,  Doherty, 
Dowd,  Finley,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J. 
Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy, 
McGrath,  Mellen,  George  A.  Murray,  Peter  A. 
Murray,  Rosenberg,  Selvitella,  Tobim,  Wilson 
—19. 

Nays — 'Conn.   iShattuck — IL 

6.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  transferring  $15,000  from  ap- 
propriation for  Reserve  Fund  to  appropria- 
tion for  Municipal  Employment  Bureau- — 
recommending  passage  of  order  in  accompany- 
ing  now  draft,  viz. : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $2,500  be,  and 
hereby  is,  transferred  from  the  appropriation 
for  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  to  be  expended 
by  said  Bureau,  under  the  direction  of  His 
Honor  the  Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of  its 
duties. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
passed,   yeas   19,   nays    1 : 

Yeas — Gouin.  Agnew,  Brackman,  Doherty, 
Dowd,  Finley,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J. 
Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy, 
McGrath,  Mellen,  George  A.  Murray,  Peter  A. 
Murray,  Rosenberg,  Selvitella,  Tobin,  Wilson 
—19. 

Nays — Ooun.   Shattuck — 1. 

7.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  April  26)  accepting  chapter  ICO 
of  Acts  of  1937  providing  for  extension  of 
time  for  borrowing  for  airport  purposes — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report   accepted ;    said   order   passed. 

8.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)    that  chapter   173  of  Acts  of 

1937,  providing  for  construction  of  an  under- 
pass in  Commonwealth  avenue  at  or  near  in- 
tersection with  Massachusetts  avenue — that 
same  ought  to   pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  ISHATTUOK— Mr.  President,  this  is 
another  one  of  these  borrowing  orders  at  a 
time  when  we  have  an  unbalanced  budget  and 
when  we  cannot  apparently  find  money  to 
pay  our  operating  bills.  This,  I  believe,  is  a 
public  improvement  in  my  district.  But  I 
think  I  should  be  consistent  with  my  prior 
votes  and  vote  against  this  order.  I  think  it 
stands  on  just  the  same  basis  as  the  other 
borrowing  orders  at  a  time  when  our  budget 
is  unbalanced,  that  I  have  voted  against  in 
the  past,  and  I  am  as  much  against  this  as 
any  other. 

The  order  was  passed. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON 
CONSTABLES. 

Coun.  AGNEW,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables, submitted  a  report  on  Document  55, 
appointment  of  constables  connected  with  of- 
ficial positions  (submitted  and  printed  in  full 
at  last  meeting) — that;  the  list  there  set  forth 
be  approved. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  I  might  say 
for  the  Committee  on  Constables,  that  our 
report  is  in  regard  to  Document  55  that  the 
names  should  be  approved.  It  is,  of  course. 
No.   2  on  the  calendar. 


Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  am  not 
going  to  open  up  this  entire  question,  except 
that  there  are  some  names  in  this  list  from 
my  ward.  I  might  say,  however,  that  I  am 
making  no  trade  for  my  votes  for  the  rest 
of  the  year  either  way  in  connection  with  this 
matter.  I  might  in  this  connection  remind 
the  Council  that  in  1925,  under  Mayor  Curley, 
the  number  of  city  constables  was  thirty-six ; 
that  under  Mayor  Nichols,  in  1926,  the  number 
was  twenty-seven,  in  1928,  twenty-five,  and  in 
1929,  thirty.  When  Mansfield  came  in  there 
were  fifty -eight,  in  1934,  the  top  figure  up 
to  that  time,  that  in  1935  it  rose  to  seventy- 
six,  in  1936  to  eighty,  and  this  year  to  ninety- 
four,  the  highest  figure  for  all  time.  The  city 
may  need  thirty  or  thirty-five  constables  in 
connection  with  its  work  in  certain  depart- 
ments, but  I  submit  that  the  practice  of  ap- 
pointing these  constables,  as  it  is  now  being 
carried  out,  is  a  rank  violation  of  the  civil 
service  laws  at  the  State  House,  and  that 
our  winking  at  this  obvious  evasion  of  the 
civil  service  law  is  a  rank  injustice  to  men 
on  the  civil  service  lists,  looking  for  clerical 
work,  because,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  many  of 
these  constables  are  simply  doing  that  work 
today  and  the  civil  service  laws  are  thus 
being  violated.  In  justice  to  those  waiting 
at  the  State  House  for  clerical  appointments, 
I  think  something  should  be  done  in  this 
matter,    and    done   at  once. 

Coun.  MELLEN— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
disagree  with  the  statistical  figures  given  by 
the  preceding  speaker,  but  I  do  resent  his  im- 
plication that  others  have  made  a  trade  for 
their  votes  in  connection  with  some  of  these 
appointments.  Let  me  say  that  I  have  made 
no  trade  ■with  the  Mayor  for  my  vote,  and 
that  his  submitting  two  names  a  year  and 
a  half  ago  of  constables  in  my  district  was 
not  a  matter  in  which  I  had  been  consulted 
at  all.  The  first  I  knew  about  those  appoint- 
ments was  when  they  came  in.  My  votes  will 
continue  to  be  in  the  future,  as  they  have 
Been    in    the   past,    free   from    any   such    trades. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation  of  the 
names  set  forth  in  Document  55.  Committee, 
Coun.  Finley  and  Selvitella.  Whole  number 
of  balots  20,  yes  18,  no  2,  and  the  appoint- 
ments  were  confirmed. 


$1,000,000    APPROPRIATION. 

President  FITZGERALD  called  up  assign- 
ment  No.   4   on   the   calendar,   viz. : 

4.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of  1937,  the  sum  of 
$1,000,000  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
the  proceeds  to  be  used  to  reduce  the  amount 
which  otherwise  would  be  required  to  be 
raised  by  taxation  because  of  appropriations 
made  or  to  be  made  for  Federal  Emergency 
Unemployment  Relief  Projects,  and  that  to 
meet  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount,  the 
same  to  be  issued  outside  the  limit  of  indebted- 
ness. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas   17,  nays   2 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Brackman,  Doherty, 
Dowd,  Finley.  John  I.  Fitzgerald.  Peter  J. 
Fitzgerald.  Gallagher,  Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy, 
McGrath,  George  A.  Murray,  Peter  A.  Murray, 
Rosenberg.    Selvitella,    Tobin — 17. 

Nays — Coun.  Shattuck,  Wilson — 2. 


HEADQUARTERS  FOR  NORTH  END  POST. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  'with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  in  form 
satisfactory  to  the  Law  Department  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  to  lease  for  Post  headquarters 
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to  the  North  End  Post,  American  Legion,  for 
the  term  of  five  years,  at  an  annual  rental 
of  one  dollar  a  year,  the  vacant  land  at 
Police  Station  8  with  the  right  to  cancel  said 
lease  by  giving  thirty  days'  notice  in  writing 
of  its   intention  to  do  so. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RAMP  OVER  BOSTON  &  ALBANY  TRACKS, 
BACK  BAY. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  offered  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  tftie  Mayor  be 
requested  to  consider  the  advisability  and 
feasibility  of  constructing  a  ramp  over  the 
tracks  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  on 
Huntington  avenue,  Exeter  and  Boylston 
streets,  to  be  used  as  a  free  automobile  park- 
ing space  by  residents  of  the  Oity  of  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INCREASED    WELFARE    ALLOWANCE. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Wel- 
fare be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  make  such  reasonable  increase-  in 
allowances  to  welfare  families  as  shall  assure 
that  a  family  of  four  now  receiving  $10.20 
per  week  shall  receive  a  total  amount  monthly 
more  substantially  in  excess  of  the  $40  a  month 
now  allowed  by  the  city  for  the  feeding  and 
maintenance  of  each  Park  Department  horse. 

The  order  was  amended  by  Goun.  MELLEN 
to  read  that  $48  a  month  should  be  received 
and,    as    amended,    was   passed. 


SICK    LEAVE,    CITY    HOSPITAL 
EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.    DOWD    offered   the    following: 
Ordered,     That    his     Honor    the    Mayor     re- 
quest the  trustees  of  the  Boston   City  Hospital 
to  allow  all  employees  of  the  hospital  fourteen 
days'  sick  leave  in   place  of  seven  days. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  will  not 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Council  at  this  late 
hour,  tout  I  still  insist  that  the  employees  of 
the  City  Hospital  should  get  the  same  privi- 
leges that  are  accorded  those  in  state  institu- 
tions of  the  kind.  iSome  six  weeks  ago  I 
introduced  a  similar  order  in  the  body  and 
the  Hospital  Committee,  with  the  aid  of 
the  councilor  from  Ward  10  (Coun.  Doherty) 
took  it  up  with  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospi- 
tal. They  then  agreed  that  they  would  take 
it  under  advisement.  It  appears,  however, 
to  be  the  position  of  the  trustees  that,  for 
the  good  of  the  city,  these  employees,  per- 
forming the  duties  they  do,  should  not  be 
entitled .  to  fourteen  days'  sick  leave.  It 
seems,  however,  that  men  receiving  from 
$3,000  to  $10,000  a  year  can  go  to  Florida, 
taking  off  as  much  time  as  they  want,  and 
when  they  receive  their  week's  check  no 
deductions  are  made.  But  in  the  case  of 
employees  getting  but  $10,  $12  or  $14  a  week, 


such  as  is  the  case  with  many  of  the  em- 
ployees at  the  City  Hospital,  their  sick  leave 
is  seriously  cut,  and  any  additional  time  must 
be  taken  out  of  their  pay.  I  reiterate  that 
the  institutions  of  the  state  treat  their  em- 
ployees better  than  the  Oity  Hospital  em- 
ployees are  treated.  Tiwo  years  ago  they  had 
fourteen  days'  sick  leave,  and  they  are  now 
cut  dawn  to  seven  days.  The  trustees  seem 
to  think  that  some  of  those  availing  themselves 
of  their  sick  leave  have  abused  the  privilege. 
Well,  I  suppose  that  holds  good  of  any  insti- 
tution Where  1,400  employees  work.  I  again 
insist  that  the  Mayor  should  take  this  up 
with  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  that  there 
should   be  a   "yes"   or    "no"   answer. 

The   order  was   passed   under  suspension   of 
the  rule. 


LIFE  GUARDS,  SOUTH  BOSTON  BEACHES. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  and  KERRI- 
GAN  offered   the   following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
arrange  for  adequate  life  guards  at  all  beaches 
in    South   Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SOUTH    BOSTON    GYMNASIUM. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  and  KERRI- 
GAN  offered  the   following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  and 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  confer  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  the  appropriation  of  a  sum  of 
money  for  the  erection  of  a  gymnasium  in 
South  Boston  before  the  expiration  of  the 
Mayor's     term    in    office. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONVENIENCE    STATION,    CASTLE 
ISLAND. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  and  KERRI- 
GAN  offered  the   following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
arrange  to  keep  the  convenience  station  at 
Castle  Island  open  during  the  summer  months 
and  to  have  an  attendant  in  charge  at  all   times. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WIDENING    OF    OLD    COLONY    PARKWAY. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  take  up  with  the  Metropolitan 
District  Commission  the  advisability  of  widen- 
ing Old  Colony  Parkway  to  twice  its  present 
width,  from  Columbia  Circle  to  Neponset 
Bridge,  and  installing  a  traffic  circle  at  Free- 
port  street  and  the  Parkway. 

Passed   under  suspension  of   the  rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  df  Coun.  GALLA- 
GHER, at  5.50  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday, 
May  10,  1937,  at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  May  10,  1937. 
Regular  meeting  of   the  City  Council  in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD  in  the  chair.     Absent, 
Coun.  Gallagher,  Roberts  and  Shattuck. 


DEFICITS    CAUSED    BY    ABATEMENT    OF 
TAXES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  balance  sheet  prepared  by  the 
City  Auditor  and  reflecting  the  condition  of  the 
revenue  accounts  of  the  city  as  of  December  31, 
1936,  indicates  that  abatements  in  assessed  valua- 
tions have  been  granted  by  the  assessors  for  the 
four  years  1932  to  1935,  inclusive,  in  an  amount 
which  is  $2,342,563.07  in  excess  of  the  overlay  pro- 
vided in  the  tax  levies  of  these  years.  Under  the 
provisions  of  section  23  of  chapter  58,  when  such 
a  condition  occurs  the  assessors  are  authorized  to 
include  in  subsequent  levies  appropriations  to  pro- 
vide for  overlay  deficits.  The  purpose  of  such 
appropriations  is  to  restore  to  the  municipal 
treasury  the  cash  advanced  to  meet  these  excess 
payments. 

I  am  advised  by  the  City  Auditor  that  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  49  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  as 
amended,  proceeds  of  tax  title  loans  may  be 
utilized  to  meet  overlay  deficits.  At  the  present 
time  the  city  has  in  its  possession  roughly  $1,300,- 
000  in  tax  titles  against  which  borrowings  may  be 
made.  I  submit  herewith  an  order  providing  for 
the  borrowing  of  this  available  amount,  the  pro- 
ceeds to  be  used  to  reduce  the  overlay  deficits  now 
recorded  on  the  financial  records  of  the  city. 

'While  adoption  of  this  order  will  not  wipe  out  the 
entire  deficit  it  will  constitute  a  substantial  step 
forward  toward  the  ultimate  elimination  of  the 
existing  deficit. 

I  respectfully  recommend  adoption  of  the  accom- 
panying order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
49  of  the  Acts  1933,  as  most  recently  amended  by 
chapter  281  of  the  Acts  of  1936,  the  sum  of  $1,300,- 
000  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  deficits  occasioned  by  the 
granting  of  abatements  on  account  of  taxes  assessed 
in  1932  and  1933  in  excess  of  the  overlay  included 
in  the  tax  levies  of  these  years,  and  that  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Mayor,  tojssue  to  the  Commonwealth  notes  of  the 
city  to  said  amount,  said  notes  to  be  issued  outside 
the  limit  of  indebtedness. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  viz.: 

Weigher  of  Coal:  George  W.  Gorman,  830 
Western  avenue,  Lynn  Mass.;  E.  Louise  Collins, 
107  Judson  street,  Maiden,  Mass. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


VETO   OF   $50,000   FOR   TRAFFIC    LIGHTS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved  and 
without  my  signature  the  order  adopted  by  your 
Honorable  Body  on  April  26  appropriating  the  sum 
of  $50,000  for  the  installation  of  traffic  lights,  the 
money  to  be  raised  by  a  bond  issue  of  the  city. 


It  is  necessary  to  veto  this  order  because 
chapter  44,  Section  7,  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
amended  by  chapter  224,  Section  5,  of  the  Acts  of 
1936,  is  applicable  and  provides  that  no  such  loan 
shall  be  authorized  unless  a  sum  equal  to  ten  cents 
upon  each  one  thousand  dollars  of  the  assessed 
valuation  of  the  city  for  the  preceding  year  has 
been  voted  from  available  revenue  funds  or  is 
raised  by  taxation.  The  assessed  valuation  of  the 
city  is  about  $1,625,000,000  and  the  provision  of 
law  above  quoted  means  that  if  this  order  to  borrow 
$50,000  is  approved  it  will  be  necessary  to  raise 
$162,000  from  the  taxpayers.  If  this  were  done 
the  total,  including  the  $50,000  to  be  borrowed, 
would  be  over  $210,000  which  the  taxpayer  will  be 
obligated  to  pay  finally  in  order  to  obtain  a  loan  of 
only    $50,000. 

I  realize  that  there  should  be  money  available  for 
the  installation  of  necessary  traffic  lights,  but  this 
does  not  seem  to  be  the  proper  way  to  procure  the 
money,  since  in  order  to  authorize  the  loan  the  tax- 
payer would  necessarily  be  burdened  by  an  addi- 
tional loan  of  $162,000  not  needed  for  traffic  light 
purposes  and  just  at  the  time  when  we  are  striving 
to  reduce  the  tax  load.  For  these  reasons  I  am 
constrained  to  veto  the  order. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 


VETO    OF    LEASE    OF   LAND    AT    POLICE 
STATION   8. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved  and 
without  my  signature  an  order  adopted  by  your 
Honorable  Body  on  May  3,  1937,  authorizing  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  of  the  City  of 
Boston  to  lease  the  vacant  land  at  Police  Station  8 
to  an  American  Legion  Post. 

Other  plans  involving  these  premises  are  under 
contemplation  at  the  present  time,  but  have  not  as 
yet  progressed  sufficiently  to  forecast  what  may  be 
the    ultimate   utilizaton  of  the  land  in  question. 
Under   these  circumstances  I   am  constrained  to 
veto  this  order,  but  with  the  proviso  that  it  may 
be  presented  at  a  later  time  when  final  plans  in 
connection  with  this  site  are  fully  known. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  BUDGET  RECOM- 
MENDATIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  supplementary 
budget  recommendations  totaling  $22,388.97  and 
involving  one  city  and  two  county  departments. 

After  consultation  with  several  officials  of  the 
city  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  central  card  index 
system,  established  by  Council  order  in  the  Sta- 
tistics Department  in  1932  and  maintained  therein 
until  roughly  two  years  ago  when  the  E.  R.  A. 
authorities  refused  to  approve  further  continuance 
of  the  work  as  a  Federal  project,  should  be  re- 
established. I  am  advised  that  the  information 
available  in  this  index  system  was  of  material 
assistance  to  the  Welfare,  Soldiers'  Relief,  and 
Hospital  Departments  in  ascertaining  eligibility  of 
applicants  for  relief  and  hospitalization.  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  personnel  necessary  to  man  the 
project  can  be  secured  from  the  Welfare  Depart- 
ment. The  re-establishment  of  this  index  necessi- 
tates, in  my  opinion,  the  filling  of  the  vacancy 
which  has  existed  for  some  time  in  the  position  of 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Statistics 
Department.  The  magnitude  of  the  work  in- 
volved in  re-establishing  the  index  and  maintaining 
it  on  a  current  basis  requires  that  the  department 
should  have  the  constant  supervision  and  direction 
of  a  full  time  executive.  I  therefore  propose  to 
fill  the  existing  vacancy  and  since  no  provision  was 
made  in  the  original  budget  for  an  appropriation 
for  this  position  I  have  included  an  amount  in  the 
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attached  supplementary  budget  which  will  permit 
an  appointment  to  be  made  at  the  latter  part  of 
this  month. 

Because  the  section  of  the  Court  House  de- 
molished to  make  room  for  the  new  addition  now 
under  construction  contained  the  boiler  room  and 
heating  plant  of  the  building,  the  commission  in 
charge  of  the  construction  of  the  new  addition  made 
arrangements  with  the  Edison  Company  for  the 
furnishing  of  steam  for  the  heating  of  the  old 
structure  until  such  time  as  the  new  central  heating 
plant  is  completed.  Through  inadvertence  no  pro- 
vision was  made  in  the  budget  estimates  of  the 
custodian  of  the  Court  House  for  this  new  arrange- 
ment. It  now  develops  that  the  amount  provided 
in  the  budget  at  the  request  of  the  custodian  will 
be  insufficient  to  meet  the  total  expense  involved  in 
the  purchase  of  heat  during  the  current  year.  I 
recommend  a  supplementary  appropriation  in  the 
amount  of  815,000  to  cover  this  requirement  which 
was  unforeseen  at  the  time  the  budget  was  pre- 
pared. 

Under  date  of  April  12,  1937,  I  received  a  com- 
munication from  the  Register  of  Probate  in  which 
this  official  requested  an  appropriation  of  $5,000 
to  cover  the  expense  of  consolidating  the  index  of 
cases  filed  in  the  Probate  Court  from  1923  to  1935 , 
inclusive.  According  to  the  Register's  letter  this 
work  has  been  postponed  for  reasons  of  economy 
for  several  years  and  the  time  has  arrived  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Register,  when  further  postponement 
is  no  longer  desirable.  Under  the  provisions  of 
section  15,  chapter  217,  of  the  General  Laws,  the 
Register  of  Probate  may,  with  the  approval  of  the 
County  Commissoners  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
county,  cause  copies  of  the  indexes  to  be  printed. 
Since  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Register  of  Probate 
that  the  work  should  be  done  at  this  time  I  recom- 
mend the  appropriation  as  requested  by  him. 

I  respectfully  recommend  adoption  of  the  accom- 
panying order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses  pay- 
able during  the  financial  year  beginning  with  the 
first  day  of  January,  1937,  for  performing  the 
duties  and  exercising  the  powers  devolved  by 
statute  or  ordinance,  or  by  vote  of  the  City  Council 
duing  the  year  upon  the  City  of  Boston  or  County 
of  Suffolk  or  the  departments  or  officers  thereof, 
the  respective  sums  of  money  specified  in  the 
tables  and  schedules  hereinafter  set  out  be,  and  the 
same  are,  hereby  appropriated  for  the  several  de- 
partments and  for  the  objects  and  purposes  herein- 
after stated,  that  the  same  be  raised  by  taxation 
to  the  amount  of  $22,388.97  upon  the  polls  and 
estates  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  that  all  orders 
heretofore  passed  by  the  City  Council  relating  to 
appropriations  and  taxes  and  the  interest  thereon 
apply  to  the  taxes  herein  provided  for. 

Statistics  Department. 

A.  Personal  Service $2,388  97 

1.     Permanent  Employees: 
Chairman,  1  at 

$4,000 $2,388  97 

Suffolk  County  Courthouse,  Custodian. 

B.  Contractual  Services $15,000  00 

Probate  Court. 
A.     Personal  Service $5,000  00 

4.     Other        depart- 
mental work. . .         $5,000 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


OFFERS    OF    PURCHASE    OF    TAX    TITLE 
PROPERTIES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  several  letters 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  dated 
April  26,  1937,  relating  to  offers  to  purchase  the 
following  parcels  of  property,  which  properties 
were  acquired  from  foreclosure  of  tax  titles  held  by 
the  city: 


1.  Lots  No.  1  and  No.  2,  northeast  side  of  Old 
Colony  avenue,  corner  of  Lark  street,  South 
Boston. 

2.  11  and  11A  Flagg  street,  Ward  6,  Roxbury. 

3.  430  and  430  rear  Hanover  street,  Boston. 

4.  219  Dana  avenue,  Hyde  Park. 

5.  47  Ward  street.  South  Boston. 

6.  387-393  Bowdoin  street,  Dorchester. 

7.  100  and  100A  D  street,  South  Boston. 

8.  6  Douglass  court,  Boston. 

9.  East  side  of  170A-174  Norfolk  avenue, 
Roxbury. 

10.  88,  90,  92  and  94  Bolton  street,  South 
Boston. 

11.  43  Swallow  street  (or  137  O  street),  South 
Boston. 

12.  Lot  No.  15,  Barnes  avenue,  East  Boston. 

I  also  transmit  orders  authorizing  the  sales  of 
said  parcels.  The  prices  recited  in  the  orders  are 
minimum  prices,  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  having  stated  in  his  letters  that  the  sale 
of  these  premises  at  public  auction  with  minimum 
prices  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  city.  I  re- 
spectfully recommend  the  adoption  of  these  orders. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

April  26,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax  title 
property,    I    respectfully    submit    an    offer    from 
Thomas  M.  Greene,  4  Byron  street,  Boston,  for 
the  vacant  land,  lots  No.  1  and  No.  2,  northeast 
side  of  Old  Colony  avenue,  corner  of  Lark  street. 
South  Boston,  in  the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  fifty 
(650)  dollars. 

No  Federal  or  City  funds  have  been  spent  for  re- 
pairs or  maintenance  of  this  property. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  November  21,  1935, 
amount  to  five  hundred  twenty-nine  dollars  and 
sixty-one  cents  ($529.61),  which  includes  the  non- 
payment of  taxes  since  the  year  1930,  but  does  not 
include  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  offer  of  six  hundred  and 
fifty  (650)  dollars  is  approved  by  your  Honor  and 
the  City  Council,  the  property  will  then  be  properly 
advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction  and  sold  to  the 
highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  six  hundred  and  fifty 
(650)  dollars  will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the 
property  that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and 
will  be  announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public 
auction  sale. 

In    my    opinion    it    will    best   serve    the   city's 
interests  to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings, 

May  3,  1937. 
I   hereby    certify   that    the   within   amount   is 
correct. 

John  F.  Dohertt, 

City  Collector. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
November  21,  1935,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemp- 
tion under  a  tax  deed  filed  in  the  land  Court,  Suf- 
folk Registry  District,  with  Certificate  of  Title  No. 
20449,  to  about  5,485  square  feet  of  land  with  the 
building  thereon,  situate  on  the  northeasterly  side 
of  Old  Colony  avenue.  South  Boston,  as  is  more 
fully  described  in  said  tax  deed,  the  said  tax  deed 
being  Document  No.  107526;  and 

Whereas,  an  offer  to  purchase  the  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Thomas  H.  Greene  in  the  sum  of 
six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($650) ;  now,  there- 
fore, it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of 
Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title  and  interest 
in  said  parcel  of  land  with  the  building  thereon  at 
public  auction  at  a  minimum  price  of  six  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  ($650) ;  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is. 
authorized  to  execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name  and 
behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of 
said  parcel  of  land  with  the  building  thereon,  a 
written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law- 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  conveying  all 
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right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City  of  Boston  in 
said  premises  upon  the  payment  to  it  of  the  sum 
bid  therefor  at  said  auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

April  26,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter   3,    Ordinances   of    1935,    concerning     tax 
title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  order  from 
Forrest  Killam,   294   Washington   street,    Boston, 
agent  for  the  trustees  of  the  estate  of  John  Brewster, 
for  the  land  and  buildings  located  at  11  and  11A 
Flagg  street,  Ward  8,  Roxbury,  in  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty  (450)  dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  June  12,  1936,  amount 
to  six  hundred  ten  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents 
($610.34),  which  includes  the  nonpayment  of  taxes 
since  the  year  1930,  but  does  not  include  interest. 
If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  four  hundred 
and  fifty  (450)  dollars  is  approved  by  your  Honor 
and  the  City  Council,  the  property  will  then  be 
properly  advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction  and 
sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty  (450)  dollars  will  be  the  minimum 
price  for  the  property  that  the  city  is  willing  to 
accept  and  will  be  announced  as  the  first  bid  at 
the  public  auction  sale. 

In  my  opinon  it  will  best  serve  the  city's  inter- 
ests to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

May  3,  1937. 
I   hereby   certify   that   the   within    amount   is 
correct. 

John  F.  Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated  June 
12,  1936,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption  under  a 
tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5292, 
page  169,  to  the  land  and  buildings  located  on  the 
southwest  side  of  Flagg  street  in  Boston  and  being 
numbered  11  and  11A  Flagg  street  and  more  fully 
described  in  said  tax  deed;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  land  and 
buildings  has  been  made  by  Forrest  Killam,  agent 
for  the  trustees  of  the  estate  of  John  Brewster,  in 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($450) ; 
now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of 
the  City  of  Poston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title 
and  interest  in  the  said  land  and  buildings  at  public 
auction  at  a  minimum  price  of  four  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  ($450) ;  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser 
of  said  parcel  of  land  with  the  buildings  thereon  a 
written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  conveying  all 
right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City  of  Boston  in 
said  land  and  buildings  upon  the  payment  to  it 
of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said  auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

April  26,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax  title 
property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer  from  Mary 
Consolo,  former  owner,  for  the  land  and  buildings 
located  at  No.  430  and  430  rear  Hanover  street, 
Boston,  in  the  sum  of  four  thousand  one  hun- 
dred ninety-three  dollars  and  forty-nine  cents 
($4,193.49). 

No  Federal  or  City  funds  have  been  spent  for  re- 
pairs or  maintenance  of  this  property. 

The  offered  amount  of  four  thousand  eight 
hundred  eighty-eight  dollars  and  forty  cents 
($4,888.40)  includes  all  costs  to  the  City  of  Boston 
plus  the  total  interest  involved.  In  view  of  this 
fact  and  that  said  Mary  Consolo  was  the  owner  of 
this  property  prior  to  foreclosure  by  the  city,  I 
recommend  that  said  Mary  Consolo  be  allowed  to 
redeem  the  property  at  a  private  sale  for  the 
amount  offered. 


In  my  opinion  it  will  best  serve  the  city's  inter- 
ests to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

May  3,  1937. 
I    hereby    certify    that    the    within    amount  is 
correct. 

John  F.  Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
August  31,  1936,  foreclosed  the  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5364,  page  346,  to  the  land  and  buildings 
located  on  the  southwesterly  side  of  Hanover 
street  in  Boston  and  numbered  430  and  430  rear 
in  the  present  numbering  of  said  street,  as  are  more 
fully  described  in  said  tax  deed;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  land  and 
buildings  has  been  made  by  Mary  Consolo,  former 
owner  of  the  said  land  and  buildings,  in  the  sum  of 
four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
dollars  and  forty  cents  ($4,888.40);  now,  therefore, 
it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title 
and  interest  in  the  above  mentioned  land  and 
buildings  for  the  sum  of  four  thousand,  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  and  forty  cents 
($4,888.40)  to  Mary  Consolo;  and  it  is  hereby 
further 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  said  Mary 
Consolo  a  written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form 
to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City 
of  Boston  in  said  premises  to  said  Mary  Consolo 
upon  the  payment  by  her  of  said  sum  of  four 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars 
and  forty  cents  ($4,888.40). 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

April  26,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  3,  ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax  title 
property,    I    respectfully    submit    an    offer    from 
Roger  D.  Swain  of  Hale  and  Dorr,  attorneys,  in 
behalf  of  Edward  F.  Fleming,  Jr.,  who  was  the 
former  owner,  for  the  land  and  building  at  219 
Dana  avenue,   Hyde  Park,  in  the  sum  of  seven 
hundred  forty-two  dollars  ($742). 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  January  20,  1936, 
amount  to  six  hundred  one  dollars  and  ninety-five 
cents  ($601.95),  which  includes  the  nonpayment  of 
taxes  since  the  year  1929,  but  does  not  include 
interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  seven  hundred 
forty-two  dollars  ($742)  is  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property  will  then 
be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction 
and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  seven 
hundred  forty-two  dollars  ($742)  will  be  the  mini- 
mum price  for  the  property  that  the  city  is  willing 
to  accept  and  will  be  announced  as  the  first  bid  at 
the  public  auction  sale. 

In    my   opinion   it   will    best    serve   the   city's 
interests  to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  BuildingB. 

May  3,  1937. 
I    hereby   certify    that   the   within    amount   is 
correct. 

John  F.  Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
January  20,  1936,  foreclosed  the  right  of  redemp- 
tion under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5218,  page  371,  to  the  land  and  building 
situated  on  the  southwesterly  side  of  Dana  avenue, 
in  that  part  of  Boston  called  Hyde  Park,  as  are 
more  fully  described  in  said  tax  deed;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said  land  and 
building  has  been  made  by  Mr.  Roger  D.  Swain  in 
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behalf  of  Edward  F.  Fleming,  Jr.,  in  the  sum  of 
seven  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars  ($742);  now, 
therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title  and 
interest  in  the  said  land  and  building  at  public 
auction  at  a  minimum  price  of  seven  hundred  and 
forty-two  dollarB  ($742) ;  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name  and 
behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of 
said  land  and  building  a  written  instrument,  satis- 
factory in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title  and  in- 
terest of  said  City  of  Boston  in  said  land  and 
building  upon  the  payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid 
therefor  at  said  auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

April  26,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston, 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax  title 
property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer  from  Mr. 
John  R.  McVey,  attorney,  294  Washington  street, 
Boston,  for  the  lot  of  vacant  land  No.  47  Ward 
street,  South  Boston,  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
twenty-five  (125)  dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  November  14,  1936, 
amount  to  one  hundred  sixteen  dollars  and  eighty- 
eight  cents  ($116.88),  which  includes  the  nonpay- 
ment of  taxes  since  the  year  1932,  but  does  not 
include  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  (125)  dollars  is  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property  will  then 
be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction 
ana  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  one 
hundred  twenty-five  (125)  dollars  will  be  the  mini- 
mum price  for  the  property  that  the  city  is  willing 
to  accept  and  will  be  announced  as  the  first  bid  at 
the  public  auction  sale. 

In   my   opinion    it   will   best   serve    the    city's 
interests  to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

May  3,  1937. 
I   hereby   certify    that    the   within   amount   is 
correct. 

John  F.  Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
November  14,  1936,  foreclosed  the  right  of  redemp- 
tion under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5439,  page  144,  to  a  parcel  of  land  situate  on 
the  westerly  side  of  Ward  street.  South  Boston, 
being  No.  47  in  the  present  numbering  of  said 
Ward  street,  as  is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax 
deed;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  premises  has 
been  made  by  Mr.  John  R.  McVey,  attorney,  in  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  ($125> ; 
now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston,  be  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title 
and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land  at  public  auction 
at  a  minimum  price  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  ($125) ;  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser 
of  said  parcel  of  land  a  written  instrument,  satis- 
factory in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of 
said  city  in  said  premises  upon  the  payment  to  it  of 
the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said  auction. 

City  of  Boston. 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

April  26,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax  title 
property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer  from  Mr. 
William  L.  Shea,  502  Talbot  avenue,  Dorchester, 


for  the  land  and  buildings  at  387-393  Bowdoin 
street,  Dorchester,  in  the  sum  of  fourteen  hundred 
and  fifty  (1,450)  dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  January  15.  1936, 
amount  to  sixteen  hundred  fifty-eight  dollars  and 
seventy-three  cents  ($1,658.73),  which  includes  the 
nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the  year  1928,  but  does 
not  include  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  fourteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty  (1,450)  dollars  is  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property  will  then 
be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction  and 
sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  fourteen 
hundred  and  fifty  (1,450)  dollars  will  be  the  mini- 
mum price  for  the  property  that  the  city  is  willing 
to  accept  and  will  be  announced  as  the  first  bid  at 
the  public  auction  sale. 

In  my  opinion  it  will  best  serve  the  city's  inter- 
ests to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

May  3,  1937. 
I    hereby   certify    that    the   within   amount   is 
correct. 

John  F.  Dohebty, 

City  Collector. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated  June 
15,  1936,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption  under  a 
tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5216, 
page  593,  to  the  land  and  buildings  situate  on  the 
southeasterly  side  of  Bowdoin  street,  Dorchester, 
as  are  more  fully  described  in  said  tax  deed;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  premises  has 
been  made  by  Mr.  William  L.  Shea  in  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
($1,450);  now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title 
and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land  with  the  buildings 
thereon  at  public  auction  at  a  minimum  price  of 
$1,450;  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser 
of  said  parcel  of  land  a  written  instrument,  satis- 
factory in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of 
said  city  in  said  premises  upon  the  payment  to  it 
of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said  auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

April  26,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax  title 
property,  I   respectfully  submit  an  offer  from  Mr. 
George  E.  Kittredge,  214  West  Ninth  street,  South 
Boston,  for  the  vacant  land  at   100  and   100 A  D 
street,  South  Boston,  in  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
and  seventy  dollars  ($470). 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  September  23,  1936, 
amount  to  four  hundred  and  seven  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  ($407.50),  which  includes  the  nonpayment  of 
taxes  since  the  year  1932,  but  does  not  include 
interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  four  hundred 
and  seventy  dollars  ($470)  is  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property  will 
then  be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at  public 
auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The 
figure  of  four  hundred  and  seventy  dollars  ($470) 
will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property  that  the 
city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be  announced  as 
the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction  sale. 

In  my  opinion  it  will  best  serve  the  city's  in- 
terests to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall. 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

May  3,  1937. 
I   hereby   certify    that   the   within   amount   is 
correct. 

John  F.  Dohebty, 

City  Collector. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land    Court,    Suffolk    Registry    District,    dated 
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September  23,  1936,  foreclosed  the  right  of  redemp- 
tion under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds , 
Book  5437,  page  303,  to  certain  premises  situate 
on  the  westerly  side  of  D  street,  South  Boston,  and 
more  fully  described  in  said  tax  deed;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Mr.  George  E.  Kittredge  in  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  and  seventy  dollars  ($470) ; 
now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is , 
authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title  and 
interest  in  the  above  mentioned  parcel  of  land  at 
public  auction  at  a  minimum  price  of  four  hundred 
and  seventy  dollars  ($470) ;  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name  and 
behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of 
said  land  a  written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form 
to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  con- 
veying all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City  of 
Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  payment  to  it  of 
the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said  public  auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

April  26,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear'Sir,  — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax  title 
property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer  from  Anna 
DeLeo,  149  Endicott  street,  Boston,  for  the  vacant 
land  located  at  6  Douglass  court,  Boston,  in  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  (200)  dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  March  25,  1935, 
amount  to  five  hundred  fourteen  dollars  and  fifty- 
six  cents  ($514.56),  which  includes  the  nonpayment 
of  taxes  since  the  year  1917,  but  does  not  include 
interest. 

Although  the  offer  on  this  property  is  two 
hundred  (200)  dollars  as  against  costs  of  five  hun- 
dred fourteen  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents  ($514.56), 
it  must  be  taken  into  consideration  that  at  the 
time  said  costs  were  accruing  the  property  was 
assessed  as  land  and  building.  Same  has  been 
demolished  and  the  parcel  now  consists  of  vacant 
land  only,  located  in  an  alley  at  the  rear  of  No.  149 
Endicott  street,  Ward  3. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  two  hundred 
(200)  dollars  is  approved  by  your  Honor  and  the 
City  Council,  the  property  will  then  be  properly 
advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction  and  sold  to  the 
highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  two  hundred  (200) 
dollars  will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property 
that  the  citv  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be  an- 
nounced as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction  sale. 

In  my  opinion  it  will  best  serve  the  city's  in- 
terests to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount  is 
correct. 

John  F.  Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
March  25,  1935,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  4162,  page  43,  to  a  parcel  of  land  situate  on 
the  northerly  side  of  Douglass  court  in  Boston,  as 
is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax  deed;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  parcel  of  land 
has  been  made  by  Anna  DeLeo  in  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  dollars;  now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title  ■ 
and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land  at  a  minimum 
price  of  two  hundred  dollars  ($200) ;  and  it  is  hereby 
further 

Ordered,  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser 
of  said  parcel  of  land  a  written  instrument,  satis- 
factory in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title  and 
interest  of  said  city  in  said  premises  upon  the 
payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said 
auction. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

April  26,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax  title 
property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer  from  Mr. 
A.  Lincoln  Mekelburg  in  behalf  of  his  client,  Isaac 
Millen,    176    Norfolk    avenue,    Roxbury,    for    the 
vacant  land,  containing  8,565  square  feet  of  land, 
on   the  east  side  of   170A-174   Norfolk   avenue, 
Roxbury,   in    the   sum    of    one    thousand    (1,000) 
dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  December  30,  1935, 
amount  to  one  thousand  three  hundred  eighty- 
seven  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents  ($1,387.21), 
which  includes  the  nonpayment  ot  taxes  since  the 
year  1930,  but  does  not  include  interest. 

About  eight  hundred  (800)  dollars  of  this 
amount  is  owed  on  a  building  that  was  demolished 
in  the  year  1934. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  one  thousand 
(1,000)  dollars  is  approved  by  your  Honor  and  the 
City  Council,  the  property  will  then  be  properly 
advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction  and  sold  to  the 
highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  one  thousand 
(1,000)  dollars  will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the 
property  that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will 
be  announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction 
sale. 

In  my  opinion  it  will  best  serve  the  city's  interests 
to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

May  3,  1937. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount  is 
correct. 

John  F.  Dohebtt, 
City  Collector. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
December  3,  1934,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5292,  page  73,  to  about  8,565  square  feet  of 
land  situate  on  the  easterly  side  of  Norfolk  avenue 
in  that  part  of  Boston  called  Roxbury,  as  more 
fully  described  in  said  tax  deed;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Mr.  A.  Lincoln  Mekelburg  in 
behalf  of  his  client,  Isaac  Millen,  in  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  dollars;  now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title 
and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land  at  public  auction 
at  a  minimum  price  of  one  thousand  dollars 
($1,000);  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser 
of  said  parcel  of  land  a  written  instrument,  satis- 
factory in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of 
said  City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  pay- 
ment to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said  auction. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

April  26,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax  title 
property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer  from 
Charles  Hyman,  74  Glenvale  avenue,  Allston,  for 
the  land  and  buildings  at  88,  90,  92  and  94  Bolton 
street,  South  Boston,  in  the  sum  of  eight  hundred 
(800)  dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  1936  amount  to  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  thirty-three  dollars  and 
fifty-four  cents  ($1,733.54),  which  includes  the 
nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the  year  1930,  but  does 
not  include  interest. 

I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  your  Honor  to  the 
fact  that  these  buildings  have  been  condemned  and 
are  now  on  the  demolition  list  because  the  expense 
to  repair  them  would  be  out  of  proportion  to  the 
sale  or  rental  value.     Seven  out  of  twelve  tenements 
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are  occupied  and  four  of  the  tenants  are  welfare 
recipients  who  pay  no  rent  to  us  due  to  the  fact 
that  their  rent  allowance  is  deducted  by  the 
Welfare  Department.  The  other  three  tenants 
pay  five  dollars  ($5)  per  month  each. 

If  we  accept  the  offer  of  eight  hundred  (800) 
dollars  the  prospective  buyer  will  repair  the 
property  and  put  it  in  condition  for  rental,  thereby 
maintaining  its  tax  value.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
we  do  not  sell,  the  buildings  will  have  to  be  de- 
molished, and  it  is  quite  probable  that  the  land  in 
itself  will  remain  in  possession  of  the  city  and  yield 
no  revenue  for  a  very  indefinite  period  owing  to  its 
location.  Finally,  if  the  buildings  are  demolished, 
the  sales  value  would  depreciate  to  a  much  lower 
figure  than  the  present  offer. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  eight  hundred 
(800)  dollars  is  approved  by  your  Honor  and  the 
City  Council,  the  property  will  then  be  properly 
advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction  and  sold  to  the 
highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  eight  hundred  (800) 
dollars  will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property 
that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be  an- 
nounced as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction  sale. 

In  my  opinion  it  will  best  serve  the  city's  inter- 
ests to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

May  4,  1937. 
I    hereby   certify   that   the   within   amount   is 
correct. 

John  F.  Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
March  23,  1936,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemp- 
tion under  four  tax  deeds  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Book  5364,  page  462,  Book  5364,  page  463, 
Book  5364,  page  464,  and  Book  5364,  page  465, 
respectively,  to  the  land  and  buildings  situate 
on  the  northeasterly  side  of  Bolton  street  in  that 
part  of  Boston  called  South  Boston,  and  numbered 
88,  90,  92  and  94  in  the  present  numbering  of  said 
Bolton  street;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Mr.  Charles  Hyman  in  the  sum 
of  eight  hundred  dollars;  now,  therefore,  it  is 
hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of 
Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title  and  interest 
in  said  parcel  of  land  and  said  buildings  at  public 
auction  at  a  minimum  price  of  eight  hundred 
dollars  ($800) ;  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser 
of  said  land  and  buildings  a  written  instru- 
ment, satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  Department 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title  and 
interest  of  said  City  of  Boston  in  said  premises 
upon  the  payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at 
said  auction. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

April  26,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax  title 
property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer  from 
Armenag  Dregian,  137  0  street,  South  Boston,  for 
the  land  and  buildings  located  at  43  Swallow  street, 
(or  137  O  street),  South  Boston,  in  the  sum  of  six 
hundred  (600)  dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  September  28,  1936, 
amount  to  two  hundred  ninety-two  dollars  and 
seventy-seven  cents  ($292.77),  which  includes  the 
nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the  year  1931,  but  does 
not  include  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  offer  of  six  hundred  (600) 
dollars  is  approved  by  your  Honor  and  the  City 
Council,  the  property  will  then  be  properly  adver- 
tised for  sale  at  public  auction  and  sold  to  the 
highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  six  hundred  (600) 
dollars  will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property 
that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be  an- 
nounced as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction  sale. 


In  my  opinion  it  will  best  serve  the  city's  inter- 
ests to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

May  4,  1937. 
I    hereby    certify    that    the    within    amount   is 
correct. 

John  F.  Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
September  28,  1936,  foreclosed  the  right  of  redemp- 
tion under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5364,  page  301,  to  the  land  and  buildings 
thereon  situated  on  the  southerly  side  of  Swallow 
street,  Boston,  as  is  more  fully  described  in  said 
tax  deed;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  premises  has 
been  made  by  Armenag  Dregian  in  the  sum  of  six 
hundred  dollars  ($600);  now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title  and 
interest  in  said  parcel  of  land  with  the  buildings 
thereon  at  public  auction  at  a  minimum  price  of 
six  hundred  dollars  ($600) ;  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser 
of  said  parcel  of  land  and  buildings,  a  written 
instrument,  satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  De- 
partment of  the  City  of  Boston,  conveying  all  right, 
title  and  interest  of  said  City  of  Boston  in  said 
premises  upon  the  payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid 
therefor  at  said  auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

April  26,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax  title 
property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer  from 
Maurice  B.  Hoslberg  for  his  client  Emma  Goldinger 
for  the  vacant  land  on  the  northwesterly  side  of 
Washburn  avenue  (now  Barnes  avenue),  East 
Boston,  containing  7.665  square  feet  of  land,  Lot 
No.  15,  in  the  sum  of  two  hundred  fifty-six  dollars 
and  thirty-five  cents  ($256.35). 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  June  26,  1935, 
amount  to  two  hundred  twenty-nine  dollars  and 
thirty-one  cents  ($229.31),  which  includes  the 
nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the  year  1931,  but  does 
not  include  interest. 

A  previous  offer  dated  July  15,  1936,  and  ac- 
cepted by  your  Honor  amounted  to  two  hundred 
twenty-two  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents  ($222.36). 
This  offer  is  an  unsolicited  increase  to  two  hundred 
fifty-six  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents  ($256.35), 
evidently  to  assure  a  private  sale. 

This  property  was  owned  by  the  Goldinger 
family  at  the  time  that  the  city  took  possession, 
and  recommend  that  Emma  Goldinger  be  allowed 
to  redeem  it  at  a  private  sale  for  the  amount  of  the 
above  offer. 

In  my  opinion  it  will  best  serve  the  city's  inter- 
ests to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

May  4,  1937. 
I    hereby   certify   that   the   within   amount   is 
correct. 

John  F.  Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
June  26,  1935,  foreclosed  the  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5365.  page  172,  to  the  parcel  of  land  located 
on  the  northwesterly  side  of  Washburn  avenue,  now 
Barnes  avenue.  East  Boston,  as  is  more  fully 
described  in  said  tax  deed;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  land  has 
been  made  by  Maurice  B.  Hoslberg  for  his  client, 
Emma  Goldinger.  in  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty-six  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents  ($256.35); 
now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
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authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title  and 
interest  in  the  above  mentioned  land  for  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars  and  thirty-five 
cents  ($256.35)  to  Emma  Goldinger;  and  it  is  hereby 
further 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  said  Emma 
Goldinger  a  written  instrument,  satisfactory  in 
form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City  of 
Boston  in  said  premises  to  said  Emma  Goldinger 
upon  the  payment  by  her  of  said  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-six  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents 
($256.35). 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  Tax 
Titles. 


OPENINGS  IN  CENTRE  STREET  ISLAND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  10,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
relative  to  your  orders  of  April  12,  1937,  concern- 
ing the  construction  of  openings  in  the  Centre 
street  island  at  the  following  intersections: 

1.  Westchester  road. 

2.  Buchanan  road. 

3.  Walter  street,  north  and  south. 

4.  Allendale  road. 

5.  Entrance  to  Faulkner  Hospital. 

Respectfully, 
John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  May  8,  1937. 
Mr.  John  F.  Gilmore,  Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  your  communica- 
tion of  May  3,  advising  me  of  the  City  Council 
orders  dated  April  12,  relative  to  making  suitable 
openings  in  the  Centre  street  island  at  the  intersec- 
tion of  the  following  streets:  Buchanan  road, 
Walter  street,  north  and  south,  Allendale  road, 
and  the  entrance  to  the  Faulkner  Hospital,  and 
wish  to  inform  you  that  the  department  has  had 
this  matter  under  consideration  for  some  time, 
having  the  necessary  estimates  being  prepared  of 
the  cost  to  do  the  work  and  will  comply  with  the 
order  as  soon  as  possible. 

Respectfully  yours, 

E.  M.  Richardson, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Becker  Transportation  Company,  Inc.,  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Bessie  Becker,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  truck. 

Herman  Vaun  Binns,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Embankment  road. 

Boston  Speedometer  and  Electrical  Service  Com- 
pany, for  compensation  for  damage  to  property  at 
72  Brighton  avenue,  caused  by  overflow  of  water. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Cooperstein,  for  compensation 
for  injuries  caused  by  city  truck. 

Edith  M.  Hutton,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Iona  street  and 
Huntington  avenue. 

Elizabeth  Lowey,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an-alleged  defect  in  Eliot  Hall,  Jamaica 
Plain. 

Estate  of  Patrick  Meehan,  for  refund  on  ash 
tickets. 

Katherine  Norton,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  31  Bexley 
road. 

Joseph  W.  Rooney,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  64  Dix  street. 

Ethel  G.  Stengel,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  325  Vermont  street. 


Executive. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Lillian  Arden  Chiampa,  East  Boston  High 
School,  May  24. 

Delbert  M.  Staley,  Jordan  Hall,  May  7. 

Ursula  M.  Loughran,  Hotel  Somerset,  May  18. 

B.  Achnell,  Roger  Wolcott  School,  June  4. 

Sara  Horlick,  Repertory  Theatre,  June  2. 

Mary  V.  Hayes,  Jordan  Hall,  May  28. 

Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 
Petition  of  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Rail- 
way Company  for  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles 
on    Hanover   street,    between    Cross   and   Union 
streets. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  JOHN  H.  BRODERICK. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  appoint- 
ment of  John  H.  Broderick,  367  Walnut  avenue, 
Roxbury,  as  member  of  Board  of  Transit  Commis- 
sioners for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1939. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE  OF  INTEREST  IN  CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  Louis  A.  McCoy, 
Roxbury  Memorial  High  School,  of  interest  in  book 
written  by  A.  D.  Theissen  and  himself,  which  has 
just  been  put  on  list  of  text-books  authorized  for  use 
in  the  Boston  public  schools. 

Placed  on  file. 


LEASE  OF  MARY  L.  BROCK  SCHOOL. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  School 
Committee  requesting  that  City  Council  authorize 
lease  to  Brighton-Allston  Post  No.  17,  American 
Legion,  of  Mary  L.  Brock  School,  Brighton,  such 
occupancy  to  be  discontinued  at  the  will  of  the 
School  Committee. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLES'   BONDS   APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  the  following-named  constables, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
were  received  and  approved,  viz.: 

Samuel  C.  Baker,  Joseph  L.  Bennett,  Eugene 
Blinderman,  Thomas  F.  Brett,  Daniel  B.  Car- 
mody,  John  J.  Daunt,  Americo  A.  DeSimone, 
George  H.  Evans,  Thomas  Freedman,  Salvatore 
Grassa,  Solomon  Gorfinkle,  William  C.  Gregory, 
John  F.  Halligan,  Richard  Hegarty,  Benjamin 
Jacobson,  Harry  Kahn,  Abraham  Krinsky, 
Abraham  Landfield,  Albert  A.  Levine,  Anthony 
Luongo,  Edward  Ober,  Louis  H.  Oppenheim, 
Alfred  N.  Sarno,  Almerindo  Sarno,  Sidney  J. 
Sheinfeld,  Jerome  Suvalle,  Benjamin  J.  Tackeff, 
Joseph  M.  Torr,  Harry  A.  Webber,  Sidney 
Williams. 


CONFIRMATION  OF   CONSTABLE. 

Coun.  AGNEW,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables, called  up,  under  No.  1  on  the  calendar, 
from  appointments  submitted  by  the  Mayor  April 
12,  1937,  of  constables  authorized  to  serve  civil 
process  upon  filing  bonds,  the  name  of  Samuel 
Goldkrand. 

Coun.  AGNEW  also  called  up  No.  3  on  the 
calendar,  under  unfinished  business,  viz.: 

3.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  May  3,  1937,  of  Albert  A.  Walsh,  Laurie  C. 
Pratt,  Albert  C.  Smith,  Edward  L.  Stevens, 
Arthur  S.  Gorman,  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal;  and 
John  Conley,  Albert  Guersony,  Albert  McNulty, 
to  be  Weighers  of  Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation  of  the  name 
called  up  under  No.  1  and  of  the  names  in  No.  3. 

Committee,  Coun.  McGrath  and  Selvitella. 
Whole  number  of  ballots  15;  yes  13,  no  2,  and  the 
appointments   were  confirmed. 


APPOINTMENTS   CALLED   UP. 

Coun.  McGRATH  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  Nos.  4  and  5  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

4.  Ordered,  That  the  appointment  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  of  Bradbury  F.  Cushing  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  for  the 
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term  ending  January  8,  1941,  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  confirmed  and  approved;  and  be  it 
further 

Ordered,  That  Bradbury  F.  Cushing  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appointed  to  be  a  member  of  the  said 
Boston  Housing  Authority,  for  the  term  ending 
January  8,  1941. 

5.  Ordered,  That  the  appointment  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  of  John  Carroll  to  be  a  member 
of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  for  the  term 
ending  January  8,  1942,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
confirmed  and  approved,  and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  John  Carroll  be,  and  hereby  is, 
appointed  to  be  a  member  of  the  said  Boston 
Housing  Authority,  for  the  term  ending  January  8, 
1942. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN— Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  these  matters  still  lie  on  the  table.  I  intend 
to  introduce  later  in  the  session  an  order  in  regard 
to  Mr.  Carroll,  who  iB  a  member  of  the  State 
Housing  Board,  and  who  now  wants  to  be 
appointed  on  the  City  Housing  Board.  I  intend 
to  ask  for  an  opinion  from  the  Corporation  Counsel 
as  to  whether  it  is  legal  for  him  to  hold  both  jobs. 

Coun.  McGrath's  motion  was  withdrawn. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  the  City  Council  his  opinion 
as  to  whether  or  not  it  is  legal  for  a  member  of  the 
State  Housing  Board  to  be  also  a  member  of  the 
Boston  Housing  Authority,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
certain  functions  of  the  Housing  Authority  are 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  State  Board. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  BRACKMAN  moved 
to  call  up,  under  unfinished  business,  No.  4  on  the 
calendar. 

President  FITZGERALD— Both  Nos.  4  and  5 
have  been  laid  over,  awaiting  an  opinion  of  the 
Corporation  Counsel. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  unfortunately 
there  seems  to  be  in  the  minds  of  some  members  of 
the  Council  something  against  these  individuals. 
I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  them.  I  think  they  are 
both  splendid  employees. 

It  was  voted  that  Nos.  4  and  5  still  remain  on  the 
calendar  as  unfinished  business. 


DISCONTINUANCE    OF    BUSINESS    WITH 

CODMAN   HILL  CONSTRUCTION 

COMPANY. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the   City   Council    request    the 
Acting  Mayor  to  instruct  all  department  heads  to 
discontinue  further  business  with  the  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  some  few  weeks 
ago  I  introduced  an  order  asking  the  Finance 
Commission  to  investigate  the  Codman  Hill  Con- 
struction Company.  I  made  some  very  serious 
charges  and  offered  to  meet  the  Mayor,  and  if  my 
charges  were  not  substantiated  I  said  I  would  be 
glad  to  resign  my  office.  Of  course  the  Mayor  did 
not  meet  me.  He  said  at  the  time  that  the  charges 
of  Dowd  were  absurd  and  silly,  of  no  consequence 
whatsoever.  After  reading  the  newspapers  of 
yesterday  I  wonder  how  the  Mayor  feels,  down  at 
the  Derby  races  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  at  the 
present  time,  whether  he  feels  still  that  the  charges 
of  Dowd  were  silly  and  absurd?  Let  me  say  to  the 
traveling  Mayor  who,  by  the  way,  has  traveled 
more  than  any  other  Mayor  in  the  history  of  the 
city — that  Dowd's  statement  has  been  borne  out 
and  substantiated  by  the  action  of  the  Codman 
Hill  Construction  Company.  You  know,  if  it  was 
not  so  serious  a  matter,  to  my  mind  it  would  be  the 
funniest  comedy  and  farce  every  foisted  on  the 
taxpayers  of  Boston.  It  is  a  wonder  that  they  did 
not  try  a  new  gag.  They  could  have  just  as  well 
burned  up  their  building.  But  it  was  the  old  story 
of  a  corporation  of  this  kind,  that  did  a  business  of 
over  $400,000  with  the  City  of  Boston  in  a  little 
over  two  years,  taking  their  books  out  in  an  auto- 
mobile and  having  them  stolen.  I  understand 
that  Mr.  Farnum  has  ordered  the  police  to  find 
the  books.  Perhaps  they  can  go  out  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  pleasant  Gallivan  Boulevard 
where  the  city  has  spent  over  $75,000  for  the  benefit 
of  the  land  owned  by  the  Codman  Hill  Construc- 
tion Company,  and  find — there  is  at  least  a  slight 
possibility  of  it — that  the  books  were  thrown  down 
into  the  sewer  on  Driscoll's  land.     Oh,  I  can  recall 


only  a  short  time  ago  when  the  Mayor  of  Boston, 
at  the  time  of  an  investigation  of  the  Legal  Securi- 
ties Corporation,  stated  that  their  books  could  not 
be  found  because  they  were  stealing  something. 
He  made  a  statement  that  Dolan  and  Quinn  took 
a  run-out  powder  and  went  down  to  Florida.  But 
how  conditions  have  changed!  This  same  Mayor, 
within  a  short  time  of  criticizing  other  people,  we 
now  find  taking  a  run-out  in  order  that  he  can 
avoid  a  public  hearing  to  be  held  next  Monday 
because  he  has  signed,  as  chairman  of  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund,  bills  which  have  allowed  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  to  steal 
from  the  estate  given  to  the  city  under  the  will  of 
a  dead  man.  Oh,  I  wonder  why  the  books  are 
missing?  I  wonder  why  they  pulled  the  old  gag 
of  destroying  the  evidence?  The  answer  is  plain 
and  simple,  to  my  mind,  as  a  practical-minded 
citizen.  I  think  that  we  all  understand  why  the 
books  were  stolen.  They  were  stolen  knowingly 
and  deliberately  to  conceal  something  that  would 
unquestionably  have  caused  great  embarrassment 
to  some  of  our  high  elected  public  officials.  The 
books  have  been  deliberately  stolen  for  two 
reasons. — 1,  in  order  that  they  would  not  show 
what  I  said  has  happened,  in  order  that  they 
would  not  show  the  padded  bills  and  the  bills  in 
some  instances  where  work  was  never  done;  2,  that 
they  would  not  show  sums  of  money  that  had  been 
paid  to  some  individual,  a  man  who  had  political 
power  enough  so  that  the  chief  executive  of  this 
city  allowed  him,  a  contractor,  to  get  the  amount 
of  money  he  did  from  the  estate  left  to  the  city  by 
the  late  George  Robert  White.  Never  in  the 
history  of  this  city  of  ours  has  there  ever  been  such 
contemptible  bold  evasion  of  the  law  as  we  see  in 
this  instance.  How  long  is  our  city,  how  long  is 
our  state,  how  long  are  our  law-enforcing  agencies 
going  to  allow  any  man,  no  matter  who  he  is,  to 
pilfer  from  the  city?  Ordinary  pilfering  is  bad 
enough,  but  pilfering  from  the  estate  left  by  that 
will  to  furnish  benefits  to  the  under-nourished 
children  of  this  city  of  enough  money  by  this 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  to  build  a 
health  unit  in  Charlestown,  in  Roxbury,  or  in  East 
Boston,  or  in  any  other  section  of  this  great  city, 
is  contemptible  beyond  words.  Oh,  I  wonder 
what  those  two  close  political  friends  of  the  Mayor, 
those  two  gentlemen  who  conferred  with  the 
President  of  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Com- 
pany at  10  yesterday  morning,  in  the  Pleasant  Hill 
district  of  Dorchester,  were  there  for?  I  wonder 
what  they  were  doing  out  there  yesterday?  I 
think  they  were  probably  preparing  his  case  for 
him,  so  that  when  the  question  comes  up  he  will  use 
that  old-time  phrase,  "I  cannot  remember."  But 
there  is  one  thing  sure, — the  public  and  the  press 
know  now  that  the  charges  Dowd  made  were  sub- 
stantiated, as  shown  by  the  deliberate  stealing  of 
the  books,  and  I  use  the  word  "deliberate"  very 
conservatively.  I  wonder  what  out  law  enforce- 
ment agencies  are  going  to  do,  what  action  they 
are  going  to  take  in  regard  to  those  men  doing 
business  with  the  City  of  Boston?  These  men  may 
think  that  they  will  get  by,  but  they  forget  one 
thing,  that  we  still  have  a  Federal  Government. 
They  forget  the  position  that  will  be  taken  by  Mr. 
Farnum,  for  whom  I  have  a  lot  of  respect,  realizing 
as  I  do  that  he  is  earnest  in  this  matter.  They 
undoubtedly  feel  that  there  will  be  a  whitewash 
because  of  the  destroying  of  the  books  and  that 
the  testimony  cf  department  heads  and  employees 
in  connection  with  the  White  Fund  will  be  such  as 
the  authorities  of  the  city  desire  it  to  be.  But  the 
destroyer  of  the  books  is  not  going  to  close  the 
George  Robert  White  case  by  any  means.  These 
people  would  assume  that  the  case  will  now  be 
whitewashed,  but  if  I  am  any  judge  of  human 
beings,  and  I  believe  that  I  am,  I  am  firmly  of  the 
opinion  that  the  Corporation  Counsel  cannot  tell 
Mr.  Farnum  what  to  do  in  this  case.  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  Mr.  Farnum  is  sincerely  on  the  level 
and  cannot  be  swerved  from  his  course  by  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  or  any  paid  hirelings  who  may 
attempt  to  do  so.  On  next  Monday  I  understand 
that  the  public  hearing  will  open.  I  trust  that 
it  will  not.  I  trust  that  the  Finance  Commission 
will  hold  their  hearing  off  until  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  comes  back  to  Boston  to  face  the  music. 
I  am  not  going  to  allow  any  innocent  person  to 
take  the  rap  in  the  George  R.  White  Fund  matter. 
I  have  said  before,  and  I  now  repeat,  that  I  have 
never  said  the  Mayor  of  Boston  was  dishonest;  I 
have  never  said  that  he  has  taken  money  illegally 
or  improperly.  But  I  do  say  this,  that  any  Mayor 
of  Boston  who  gives  orders  to  department  heads 
which  allow  the  expenditure  of  money  from  the 
George  Robert  White  Fund  in  this  way,  through 
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the  medium  of  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company,  through  the  medium  of  a  bagman  who 
collects  the  money  from  the  White  Fund  and 
does  not  know  where  the  money  went,  has  per- 
mitted an  outrageous  thing.  Neither  I  nor  any- 
body else  will  probably  know  where  the  money 
went  to,  because  the  books  have  been  destroyed, 
but  I  say  that  any  man  who  as  Mayor  signs  such 
bills,  day  in  and  day  out,  week  in  and  week  out, 
year  in  and  year  out,  is  just  as  guilty  as  though  he 
had  the  money  in  his  pocket.  So  I  say  to  you,  Mr. 
President,  that  I  hope  and  trust  that  the  hearing 
on  the  White  Fund  will  not  take  place  next  week 
but  will  be  held  off  until  the  Mayor  of  Boston  is 
back  to  defend  his  own  acts,  and  that  no  depart- 
ment head  or  anybody  else  will  be  allowed  to  take 
the  rap.  In  closing,  let  me  say  to  the  public  of 
Boston  that  you  are  not  going  to  be  fooled,  that 
you  know  only  too  well  after  reading  yesterday's 
papers  about  the  thieving  of  the  books,  why  they 
were  stolen.  You  know  that  it  was  done  to  pro- 
tect this  present  administration.  I  say  now  that 
the  charges  I  made  in  the  Council,  regardless  of 
what  action  has  been  taken  since,  have  been  sub- 
stantiated by  the  thievery  of  the  books. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  Councilor 
Dowd  at  the  outset  of  his  remarks  assumed  that  the 
Mayor  had  read  yesterday's  papers,  but  I  under- 
stand from  the  information  I  have  received  that 
the  Mayor  is  still  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  waiting 
for  the  horse  he  picked  in  the  Derby  to  finish. 
(Laughter.) 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


DEATH   OF  DENNIS   J.   BAILEY. 
A.     MURRAY     offered 


the 


Coun.     PETER 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner,  through 
hiB  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  have  a  re- 
examination made  of  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  death  of  Dennis  J.  Bailey,  late  a  member 
of  the  Fire  Department,  and  collect  whatever 
evidence  may  be  available  as  to  whether  or  not 
his  death  resulted  from  injuries  received  in  the 
performance  of  his  duty. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


'      LEASE  OF  MARY  L.  BROCK  SCHOOL. 

Coun.  AGNEW  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  lease  to  the  Brighton- 
Allston  Post  No.  17,  American  Legion,  the  Mary 


L.  Brock  School,  Brighton,  for  such  term  and  upon 
such  conditions  as  said  committee  may  deem 
advisable. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


GRADUATION  FROM  EVENING  HIGH 
SCHOOLS. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG— Mr.  President,  in  con- 
nection with  the  order  presented  by  me  on  April 
26,  I  would  like  to  say  that  I  have  received  the 
following  communication  from  the  chairman  of 
the  School  Committee,  which  I  would  like  to  have 
incorporated  in  the  minutes,  if  there  is  no  objection. 
The  letter  was  as  follows: 

Boston  Public  Schools, 

May  4,  1937. 
Councilor  Sidney  Rosenberg, 
City  Hall,  Boston. 
Dear    Councilor    Rosenberg, — At    the    School 
Committee  conference  on  Monday  evening  I  was 
very  glad  to  propose  and  support  a  measure  in- 
tended to  make  graduation  from  one  of  our  evening 
high  schools  equivalent  to  graduation  from  a  day 
high   school,    granting   the   same   diploma.     This 
measure  has  been  referred  to  the  Board  of  Super- 
intendents for  a  report  back  to  the  committee. 

I  hope  to  make  it  possible  for  those  now  deprived 
of  the  opportunity  of  going  to  a  day  high  school  to 
attend  evening  school  sessions,  of  possibly  six 
years'  duration,  which  will  equip  them  as  fully 
as  the  regular  day  school  graduates. 
With  best  wishes, 

Sincerely  yours, 

Frederick  R.  Sullivan, 
Chairman,  School  Committee. 


COMMITTEE    ON    VOTING    MACHINES. 

President  FITZGERALD  appointed  as  the 
Committee  on  Voting  Machines  Coun.  Wilson, 
Shattuck,  Kilroy,  Doherty  and  Kerrigan. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.40  p.  m.  to  take  a  receBs, 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members 
reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber  and  were 
called  to  order  by  President  FITZGERALD  at 
4  p.  m. 


REPORT   OF  COMMITTEE   ON   APPROPRIATIONS. 

Coun.  AGNEW,  for  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  to  whom  was  referred  (April  12)  supplementary 
appropriation  orders,  upon  conclusion  of  hearing  relative  to  same,  submitted  report  recommending  for 
approval  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriations  hereinafter  specified  be  met  by  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $104,218.93, 
said  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxation  from  the  polls  and  estates  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  that  all  orders 
passed  by  the  City  Council  relating  to  appropriations,  taxes  and  the  interest  thereon,  apply  to  the  appro- 
priations and  taxes  herein  provided  for. 

CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Boston  Traffic  Commission. 

A.  Personal  Service $100  00 

2.     Temporary  employees $100  00 

Building  Department. 

B.  Contractual  Services $1,500  00 

Fire  Department. 
B.     Contractual  Services $400  00 

Wire  Division. 

A.  Personal  Service ■ $1,263  01 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

Superintendent,  1  at  $4,000 $1,263  01 

B.  Contractual  Services , 500  00 

C.  Equipment 90  00 

$1,853  01 

Health  Department. 

B.  Contractual  Services $35,000  00 

C.  Equipment 400  00 

$35,400  00 
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Law  Department. 

D.  Supplies $900  00 

Library  Department. 
A.     Personal  Service $32,000  00 

Licensing  Board. 

A.     Personal  Service $500  00 

1.     Permanent  employees:  — 

First  clerk,  1  at  $2,700-$2,800 $100  00 

Clerks,  2  at  $2,100-$2,200 200  00 

Second  clerk,  1  at  $1,800-$1,900 100  00 

Stenographer,  1  at  $2,000-$2,100 100  00 

Park  Department. 

A.  Personal  Service $10,000  00 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

Gardeners,  mechanics,  etc.,  63  (71)  at  $33  per  week $10,000  00 

B.  Contractual  Services 1 ,443  52 

E.  Materials 4,960  00 


Public  Works  Department. 
Central  Office. 

A.     Personal  Service 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

Clerks,  stenographers,  etc.,  3  (4)  at  $1,000  to  $1,600 


$16,403  52 


$712  40 


$712  40 


B.     Contractual  Services. 


COUNTY   OF  SUFFOLK. 
Jail. 


Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session. 

A.     Personal  Service 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

Probation  Department. 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $3,360-$3,480 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $3,120-$3,240 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $3,000-$3,120 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,880-$3,000 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,520-$2,640 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,400-$2,520 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,400-$2,520 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,280-$2,400 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,160-$2,280 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $l,920-$2,040 


$8,000  00 


$1,200  00 


$120  00 
120  00 
120  00 
120  00 
120  00 
120  00 
120  00 
120  00 
120  00 
120  00 


F.     Special  Items. 


C.     Equipment. 


Municipal  Court,  City  of  Boston. 


The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 


4,500  00 
$5,700  00 


$750  00 


Coun.  SELVITELLA— At  this  time,  Mr. 
President,  I  would  ask  whether  or  not  I  am  in 
order  in  making  a  motion  to  insert  in  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
an  item  covering  the  office  of  Deputy  Commissioner 
of  the  Institutions  Department?  As  I  listened  to 
the  report  submitted  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  I  did  not  think 
that  item  was  included. 

Coun.  AGNEW— Mr.  President,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  considered  this  item  in 
making  up  its  report,  but  did  not  feel  that  it 
should  report  favorably  upon  that  particular  item 
at  this  time. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  I  move 
at  this  time  that  the  order  submitted  by  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  be  amended  by 
inserting   the   following   item: 

Institutions  Department,  Deputy  Commissioner, 
$3,029.29. 

The  question  came  on  the  adoption  of  Coun. 
Selvitella's  amendment. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  in  order  that 
the  members  may  know  what  they  are  voting 
upon,  let  me  say  that  the  present  Mayor  of  Boston 
has  always  severely  criticized  past  Mayors  for 
appointing  in  the  closing  hours  of  their  administra- 
tion men  to  important  positions  in  the  service 
of  the  city,  thereby  embarrassing  succeeding 
Mayors.  Here  we  have  a  position  that  has  been 
vacant  since  Walter  McCarthy  went  up  to  the 
State  House,  a  period  of  two  years,  and  we  find 
in  the  last  few  months  of  Mayor  Mansfield's 
administration  that  he  is  attempting  to  follow 
in  the  line  of  Mayors  whom  he  has  criticized  in 
the  past  in  this  respect,  by  appointing  to  this 
position  that  has  been  so  long  vacant  a  person 


living  very  close  to  him,  a  neighbor,  who  is  to 
receive  $3,500  a  year — a  sum  which  in  these  days 
of  unemployment  would  place  four  or  five  laborers 
at  work.  I  see  no  reason  why  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  in  the  closing  days  of  his  administration 
should  be  allowed  to  insert  in  the  budget  an  item 
of  $3,500  for  the  appointment  to  a  place  of  this 
kind  of  a  close  friend  and  neighbor.  I  believe 
this  lady  is  the  widow  of  a  former  official.  Well, 
God  knows  I  have  widows  enough  in  my  district, 
as  we  have  them  in  every  section  of  Boston,  who 
would  like  to  go  to  work,  and  would  be  glad  to 
receive  $700  or  $1,000  a  year.  But  certainly  I  can 
see  no  necessity  for  this  appointment,  after  the 
position  has  been  so  long  vacant  and  things  have 
apparently  been  going  along  all  right.  If  it  were 
a  really  necessary  job,  in  the  interest  of  the  people 
of  Boston,  I  would  say,  "Fill  it."  If  it  were  a 
question  of  putting  three  or  four  cleaners  at  work, 
I  would  say,  fill  the  positions,  and  the  same  if 
it  were  a  question  of  furnishing  employment  to 
laborers,  scrubwomen,  who  would  not  otherwise 
be  able  to  support  their  families.  But  this  vacancy 
has  existed  now  for  two  years,  and  apparently  no 
hardship  has  resulted  from  its  not  being  filled; 
and  I  say  there  is  no  justification  for  filling  at 
this  time  such  a  $3,500  job,  simply  because  the 
person  who  is  to  be  thus  favored  happens  to  be 
a  neighbor  and  a  close  social  friend  of  the  Mayor. 

Coun.  AGNEW— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
intend  at  this  hour  to  speak  at  any  length,  but  I 
do  hope  that  the  members  of  the  Council  will  have 
some  respect  for  the  labors  of  their  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  which  considered  this  item 
carefully,  as  it  has  considered  every  other  item 
that  has  come  before  it.  If  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations    felt    that    this    item    should    be 
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included  in  its  report,  it  certainly  would  have 
been.  Therefore,  I  ask  the  Council  to  recognize 
the  work  of  its  Committee  on  Appropriations 
and  to  defeat  the  attempt  of  Councilor  Selvitella 
to  have  our  report  amended  in  this  way. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  I  don't 
know  who  this  woman  is.  I  never  met  her  and 
have  never  talked  with  her.  But  I  am  concerned 
with  the  department  itself.  This  particular 
position  was  created  by  ordinance  as  a  safeguard 
and  for  the  welfare  of  hundreds  of  children  under 
the  care  and  supervision  of  that  department. 
Whether  or  not  that  position  has  been  vacant 
for  awhile  is  not  important,  under  the  circum- 
stances, because  we  all  know  the  type  of  man  that 
Doctor  Washburn  was.  He  felt,  with  his  peculiar 
ideas  of  the  administration  of  that  office,  that  he 
could  carry  on  the  work  of  the  position  himself, 
and  when  Mr.  McCarthy  left  the  office  Doctor 
Washburn  took  over  personally  the  duty  of 
supervision  of  the  care  and  welfare  of  the  children 
implied  in  the  carrying  on  of  the  work  of  this 
position.  But  the  attitude  of  Doctor  Washburn's 
successor  is  different,  and  he  feels  looking  also 
at  the  performance  of  his  duty  in  the  department 
in  his  own  individual  way,  that  this  vacancy 
should  be  filled  and  that  he  should  devote  himself 
to  other  things.  Therefore,  I  say  that  it  would 
be  an  injustice  to  those  children  who  are  receiving 
aid  from  the  City  of  Boston  if  we  permit  this 
vacancy  to  remain  any  longer.  We  all  know  that 
in  the  administration  of  any  executive,  whether 
Mayor  of  Boston  or  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth, there  are  vacancies  filled.  The  fact  that 
the  previous  head  of  the  department  felt  that  he 
could  carry  on  without  filling  this  vacancy  is  no 
criterion.  All  I  say  is  that  the  position  was 
created  honestly,  to  fill  a  real  want,  and  that  the 
position  involved  is  one  of  the  most  important 
positions  in  the  City  of  Boston.  I  trust,  therefore, 
that  my  amendment  will  be  adopted. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  am  awfully 
glad  to  see  the  councilor  from  East  Bowton  (Coun. 
Selvitella)  worrying  about  the  children,  after  two 
long  years!  The  councilor  knows  as  well  as  I  do 
that  the  commissioner  has  no  more  to  do  with  the 
filling  of  that  position  or  any  such  position  than 
he  or  I  have.  That  position  is  to  be  filled  by  the 
Mayor  of  Boston,  who  has  been  traveling  along 
for  several  years  under  the  guise  of  false  economy 
and  is  now  trying  to  fool  the  public  in  such  ways 
as  this,  after  saying  repeatedly  that  he  will  fill  no 
vacant  positions.  How  about  poor  laborers  in 
East  Boston,  who  have  died,  have  been  pensioned, 
or  who  have  had  to  give  up  their  positions  for  one 
reason  or  another?  Have  their  positions  been 
filled?  Oh,  no, — because  a  laborer,  or  any  person 
holding  a  lower  position,  has  no  friends  in  the  city 
administration.  I  am  against  filling  this  position 
at  the  present  time.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  has 
remained  vacant  since  Walter  McCarthy  left  the 
service  of  the  City  of  Boston.  The  duties  of  the 
position  have  unquestionably  been  carried  on, 
and  there  has  been  no  apparent  necessity  that  has 
arisen  for  filling  the  position — until  the  Mayor 
wants  to  appoint  one  of  his  neighbors  and  friends 
to  this  place.  There  has  been  no  hardship  because 
the  vacancy  has  existed.  No  children  have  been 
neglected,  nobody  has  suffered  for  the  last  two 
years.  And  why  should  the  vacancy  be  filled  now? 
Simply  because  a  little  political  pressure  has  been 
brought  to  bear  so  that  the  Mayor  could  appoint 
a  friend  to  this  place.  When  the  less  important 
positions  in  the  city  service  become  vacant,  no 
need  to  fill  them  is  found  to  exist,  but  when  one  of 
these  high  priced  positions  is  open,  we  at  once  see 
this  activity  and  an  emphasizing  of  the  necessity  of 
filling  it. 

Coun.  FINLEY— Mr.  President,  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  members  have  not  sufficient  knowledge  of 
this  amendment  offered  by  Councilor  Selvitella,  I 
move  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table  until  we  can  confer 
with  the  Institutions  Commissioner.  I  would, 
therefore,  move  that  this  matter  be  put  over  for  a 

President  FITZGERALD— The  question  comes 
on  laying  this  whole  matter  over  to  the  next 
meeting. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  FITZGERALD— If  there  is  no  objec- 
tion, the  gentleman  may  make  a  statement. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  inter- 
pret Councilor  Finley's  motion  as  a  motion  to  lay 
the  entire  supplementary  budget  over  for  one  week. 
I  understand  that  his  motion  simply  refers  to 
Councilor  Selvitella's  amendment.     I  don't  want 


to  see  the  entire  supplementary  appropriation  go 
over  for  one  week,  although  I  am  willing  to  agree  to 
allowing  this  particular  item  to  be  laid  over. 

President  FITZGERALD— The  Chair  would 
state  for  Councilor  Agnew's  benefit  that  a  motion 
to  lay  an  amendment  over  for  a  week  is  out  of 
order  without  laying  the  entire  matter  over. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement.  I  ask  by  what  right 
the  President  can  lay  over  the  supplementary 
budget  for  one  week  without  putting  the  matter  to 
a  vote  of  the  Council? 

President  FITZGERALD— That  is  what  I  am 
about  to  do  now.  I  am  going  to  put  it  to  vote  of 
the  Council. 

Coun.  DOWD— That  item.  Councilor  Selvitella's 
proposed  amendment,  is  not  included  in  the  report 
of  the  committee. 

Coun.  FINLEY — Mr.  President,  I  withdraw  my 
motion. 

President  FITZGERALD— Councilor  Finley's 
motion  is  withdrawn.  The  question  now  comes  on 
the  adoption  of  the  amendment  offered  by  Coun- 
cilor Selvitella,  and  the  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  do  I  under- 
stand that  we  are  now  voting  on  the  report  of  the 
committee? 

President  FITZGERALD— No;  on  Councilor 
Selvitella's  motion  that  that  item  be  inserted  in  the 
budget. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  with  all  due 
respect  to  the  Chair,  it  is  certainly  news  to  me  that 
we  cannot  put  over  to  another  time  something  that 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  report  of  the  committee. 
President  FITZGERALD— Well,  that  has  been 
decided. 

Coun.  WILSON— Then,  Mr.  President,  I  appeal 
from  the  ruling  of  the  Chair.  Certainly  we  can  put 
over  something  for  a  week  that  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  subject  before  us. 

President  FITZGERALD— There  is  no  ruling  to 
appeal  from.  Councilor  Finley  has  withdrawn 
his  motion.  The  question  now  comes  on  Coun- 
cilor Selvitella's  proposed  amendment. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  This  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  budget  that  was  submitted  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  the  pro- 
posed action  is  in  order. 

President  FITZGERALD— Councilor  Finley's 
motion  was  not  in  order,  but  his  motion  has  been 
withdrawn.  Councilor  Selvitella's  motion  or 
amendment  is  in  order,  and  the  question  now  comes 
on  Councilor  Selvitella's  motion  that  the  proposed 
item  for  the  deputy  commissioner  of  the  Institu- 
tions Department  be  inserted  in  the  budget  as 
reported. 

Coun.  Selvitella's  motion  was  declared  lost. 
Coun.  SELVITELLA  doubted  the  vote  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  was  lost,  yeas  7 ;  nays  1 1 : 
Yeas — Coun.     Brackman,     John    I.    Fitzgerald, 
Harris,  Norton,  Rosenberg,  Selvitella,  Tobin — 7. 

Nays — Coun.  Agnew,  Doherty,  Dowd,  Finley, 
Kerrigan,  Kilroy,  McGrath,  Mellen,  George  A. 
Murray,  Peter  A.  Murray,  Wilson — 11. 

President  FITZGERALD— The  question  now 
comes  on  the  passage  of  the  budget  as  submitted  by 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

The  budget  as  submitted  by  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  was  adopted,  yeas  17,  nays  1: 

Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Brackman,  Doherty, 
Dowd,  Finley,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Harris,  Kerrigan, 
Kilroy,  McGrath,  Mellen,  George  A.  Murray, 
Peter  A.  Murray,  Rosenberg,  Selvitella,  Tobin, 
Wilson— 17. 

Nays — Coun.  Norton — I; 

Coun.  AGNEW  also  submitted  the  following 
report: 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriations  hereinafter 
specified  be  met  by  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $6,000, 
said  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxation  from  the  polls 
and  estates  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  that  all 
orders  passed  by  the  City  Council  relating  to 
appropriations,  taxes  and  the  interest  thereon, 
apply  to  the  appropriations  and  taxes  herein 
provided  for. 

Police  Department. 
B.     Contractual  Services $6,000  00 

The  report  was  accepted,  atid  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  orders. 

Coun.  WILSON — What  does  this  item  mean. 
Mr.  President? 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  in  answer  to 
Councilor  Wilson's  question    this  is  an  item  in  the 
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Police  Department  budget,  B-28,  under  which 
they  are  allowed  by  statute  $7,500,  and  the 
Police  Commissioner  feels  that  he  needs  $8,500 
this  year.  So  we  are  restoring  $6,000  that  was 
originally  taken  out  of  his  budget. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  have  a  very 
high  regard  for  the  Police  Commissioner,  but  my 
idea  was  that  this  item  was  for  legal  services.  I 
understand  that  the  amount  expended  under  the 
item  in  the  last  few  years  has  been  only  $1,000  or 
$1,500,  and  with  the  high  priced  men  available 
in  the  office  of  the  Corporation  Counsel  I  wondered 
if  we  needed  to  supplement  in  any  such  degree 
as  this  the  item  for  the  Police  Department.  I 
would  like  to  ask  Councilor  Agnew,  for  instance, 
what  was  expended  last  year? 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  I  could  not  tell 
the  councilor.  My  Police  Department  budget 
figures  are  in  my  locker.  But  my  memory  is 
that  there  was  in  the  vicinity  of  $2,200  expended 
on  a  particular  item,  and  that  on  another  item 
there  was  something  like  $7,000,  and  I  understand 
that  the  necessary  contemplated  expenditures 
are  all  included  for  this  year  in  this  particular 
item,  for  legal  services. 

President  FITZGERALD— Legal  expert  serv- 
ices. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  16,  nays  1: 

Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Brackman,  Doherty, 
Dowd,  Finley,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Harris,  Kerrigan, 
Kilroy,  Mellen,  George  A.  Murray,  Peter  A.  Mur- 
ray, Norton,  Rosenberg,  Selvitella,  Tobin — 16. 

Nays — Coun.  Wilson — 1. 


EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE      REPORTS. 

Coun.  WILSON,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Lillian  Ardeu  Chiampa,  East  Boston  High 
School,  May  24;  Delbert  M.  Staley,  Jordan  Hall, 
May  7;  Ursula  M.  Loughran,  Hotel  Somerset, 
May  18;  B.  Schnell,  Roger  Wolcott  School,  June  4; 
Sara  Horlick,  Repertory  Theatre,  June  2;  Mary  V. 
Hayes,  Jordan  Hall,  May  28 — recommending  that 
leave  be  granted,  under  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions, 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Helen  E.  Doolan  (re- 
ferred February  8)  to  be  paid  an  annuity  on  ac- 
count of  the  death  of  her  husband,  James  J. 
Doolan,  a  member  of  the  Fire  Department  who 
died  on  December  7,  1936,  as  the  result  of  injuries 
received  in  the  performance  of  bis  duties — recom- 
mending passage  of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
340  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  an  annuity  of  fourteen 
hundred  dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Helen  E. 
Doolan,  widow  of  James  J.  Doolan,  a  member  of 
the  Fire  Department,  who  died  on  December  27, 
1936,  on  account  of  injuries  received  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duty,  said  annuity  being  made  up 
of  allowances  as  follows: 

For  the  widow,  Helen  E.  Doolan,  so  long  as  she 
remains  unmarried,  $1,000  per  annum. 

For  each  of  the  following-named  children  during 
such  time  as  he  or  she  is  under  the  age  of  eighteen  or 
over  said  age  and  physically  or  mentally  incapaci- 
tated from  earning,  $200  per  annum.  Helen  F. 
Doolan,  born  June  30,  1920;  John  F.  Doolan,  born 
December  19,  1923. 

The  payments  to  date  from  December  27,  1936, 
and  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Fire 
Department,  Pensions  and  Annuities. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  order  (referred  April  26)  that 
chapter  222  of  Acts  of  1937,  authorizing  City  of 
Boston  to  refund  to  Dooley  Brothers,  Inc.,  amount 
of  its  deposit  on  its  proposal  for  a  certain  contract 
to  remove  ashes  and  garbage  be  accepted — that 
same  ought  not  to  pass. 

Coun.  DOHERTY— Mr.  President,  in  view  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  I  would  move  that  this 
matter  lie  on  the  table. 

Coun.  Doherty's  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was 
carried. 


ARREST    OF   PUBLIC    WELFARE 
RECIPIENTS. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be    re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  instruct 


all  division  commanders  to  forward  at  least  once 
each  week  to  the  Public  Welfare  Department  a 
complete  list  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  men 
arrested  in  the  division  who  have  been  found  to 
have  in  their  possession  public  welfare  cards. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  of  course  I  do 
not  endeavor  to  qualify  either  as  a  total  abstainer 
or  a  prohibitionist,  but  there  has  been  called  to 
my  attention  by  members  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment in  different  divisions  of  the  city —  especially 
in  East  Boston,  Roxbury  and  the  Dorchester 
Court, —  the  fact  that  scores  of  men  each  week 
are  brought  into  those  divisions  under  arrest,  and 
upon  being  searched  it  has  been  quite  usual  to 
find  upon  them  welfare  cards  of  the  Boston 
Welfare  Department.  It  seems  to  me  it  would 
be  a  very  simple  thing  in  each  police  division  in 
the  City  of  Boston  once  each  week  to  advise  the 
Welfare  Department  in  writing  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  so  that  the  names  of  those  men  who  week 
after  week  accept  the  money  of  the  taxpayers  of 
Boston  and  week  after  week  go  home  with  the 
larger  part  of  the  welfare  money  they  have  re- 
ceived no  longer  in  their  possession,  not  available 
for  their  own  starving  families,  so  that  that  infor- 
mation may  be  each  week  in  the  hands  of  the 
Welfare  Department,  because  I  think  it  is  high 
time  that  action  should  be  taken  by  the  Welfare 
Department  when  these  welfare  cards  are  found 
in  the  pockets  of  the  average  drunk  who  is  brought 
to  a  station  house.  I  don't  know  whether  even- 
tually, as  a  matter  of  public  protection,  in  this 
as  well  as  in  other  cities  and  towns  of  the  state, 
we  shall  be  forced  to  use  a  plan  that  I  know  is  in 
effect  in  some  of  the  Canadian  provinces  whereby 
men  purchasing  liquor  are  first  required  to  obtain 
a  permit  to  buy  alcoholic  beverages.  It  may  be 
that  if  such  a  rule  as  I  here  suggest  is  put  in  force 
some  of  the  men  who  appear  two  or  three  times  a 
week  in  different  police  stations  may  stop  carrying 
their  welfare  cards  with  them,  and  it  may  be 
neccessary  to  approach  this  question  from  a 
different  angle.  But  for  the  present  I  urge  that 
the  request  I  am  making  is  a  reasonable  one,  that 
this  information  should  be  conveyed  to  the  Wel- 
fare Department,  in  the  interest  of  the  starving 
families  of  these  men  who  are  receiving  welfare 
and  that  perhaps  the  money  should  not  be  given 
to  them  but  to  their  wives,  for  the  support  of  their 
families  and  children,  so  that  the  welfare  money 
may  reach  the  place  it  is  intended  to  reach. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  my  interpre- 
tation of  the  situation  is  this.  I  know  it  is  not  the 
intention  of  the  councilor  from  Dorchester  to 
criticize  the  amount  that  may  be  received  by  any 
welfare  recipient  under  the  law  at  the  present 
time,  and  that  he  is  simply  interested  in  the  final 
destination  of  the  welfare  money,  so  that  the 
family  may  receive  it.  But  I  understand  action 
is  already  being  taken  that  should  deal  with  this 
matter.  God  knows  I  am  not  criticizing  the  poor 
devil  who  may  occasionally  submit  to  temptation, 
in  the  matter  of  taking  a  drink,  trying  to  forget 
his  troubles.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  if  you  go  up  to 
the  Ritz-Carlton  or  the  Copley-Plaza,  you  will 
find  drunks  there,  also.  So  I  don't  blame  the 
welfare  recipient  for  going  overboard  once  in 
awhile.  We  all  know  that  the  ordinary  person 
can  get  liquor  where  he  cannot  get  food.  But, 
speaking  of  the  proposed  remedy  suggested  by  the 
councilor  from  Dorchester.  I  know  too  well  that 
if  a  welfare  card  is  found  at  the  present  time  on  the 
person  of  a  man  who  is  arrested,  the  department 
is  notified,  and  that  thereafter  the  wife  collects  the 
aid. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  don't  want 
to  be  misunderstood.  I  am  trying  to  draw  no 
distinction  between  the  gentleman  who  obtains  a 
drink  at  the  Ritz-Carlton,  the  Copley-Plaza,  or 
other  places,  and  the  men  who  goes  into  the 
ordinary  bar  room,  the  man  who  is  not  able  to 
purchase  a  drink  at  these  hotels  that  Councilor 
Dowd  refers  to.  But  I  do  draw  a  distinction 
between  the  use  of  money  that  is  needed  by  a 
man's  family,  money  obtained  through  public 
welfare  for  the  support  of  the  family,  and  the  money 
which  the  man  spends  for  liquor,  allowing  his 
family  to  go  over  the  week  end  without  anything 
to  eat.  I  do  know  of  what  I  am  speaking,  from 
my  acquaintance  with  the  probation  department 
of  the  various  courts  of  the  city,  mostly  in  Roxbury, 
East  Boston  and  Dorchester,  those  being  the 
courts  with  which  I  am  most  familiar.  I  under- 
stand that  the  fact  that  these  welfare  cards  are 
found  on  these  drunks  is  not  invariably  com- 
municated to  the  Welfare  Department.  I  know 
that  from  women  who  come  to  my  house,  and  who 
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get  in  touch  with  me.  I  have  in  front  of  me  now  a 
letter  asking  if  there  is  not  some  way  in  which  this 
matter  may  be  dealt  with,  so  that  when  a  husband 
obtains  this  welfare  money  the  family  may  be 
assured  of  something  coming  into  the  house  for 
milk,  bread  and  other  means  of  sustaining  life  of 
wife  and  children.  I  think  the  request  is  a  reason- 
able one. 

President  FITZGERALD— The  order  will  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Welfare. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  ask  that  the 
order  pass. 

President  FITZGERALD— Well,  we  have  a 
Committee  on  Public  Welfare,  and  why  not  let 
them  investigate  the  matter? 

The  order  wa,s  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Welfare. 


INFORMATION   RE   GARBAGE   BIDS. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 

Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 

Mayor,  to  advise  the  City  Council: 

1.  The  amount  of  the  low  bid  on  the  Dorchester 
district  garbage  contract  for  the  removal  of  ashes 
and  garbage  for  each  of  the  past  ten  years,  from 
1928  to  1937,  inclusive. 

2.  The  number  of  instances  during  the  ten- 
year  period  from  1928  to  1937,  inclusive,  when  bid 
checks  have  not  been  returned  to  bidders  on  Public 
Works  Department  contracts  for  the  removal  of 
ashes  and  garbage  in  all  of  the  various  districts 
of  Boston,  together  with  the  amount  of  the  check, 
if  any,  in  each  case,  where  the  bidder  has  been 
awarded  but  has  not  entered  into  actual  per- 
formance of  the  contract. 

Passed  under  the  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SMOOTH   PAVING,   EVELYN   STREET. 
Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
.  Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  with   smooth   paving  Evelyn  street, 
Ward  14. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ELECTRIC  LIGHT,  WARD  14. 
Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  an  electric  light  at  the  corner  of  Elm 
Hill  avenue  and  Havelock  street.  Ward  14,  to 
replace  the  present  gas  lamp. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAVING   OF   WARD    12   STREETS. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  to 
repave  with  smooth  paving  the  following  streets 
in  Ward  12: 

Ruthven  street,  between  Elm  Hill  avenue  and 
Humboldt  avenue;  Dale  street  and  Bainbridge 
street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ELECTRIC  LIGHT,  RAMSEY  AND  HAMLET 
STREETS. 
Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  install  an  electric  light  at  Ramsey  and 
Hamlet  streets  to  replace  the  present  gas  lamp. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROHIBITION    OF    HEAVY    TRAFFIC    ON 
CERTAIN   STREETS. 
Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Traffic    Commissioner    be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
prohibit   heavy   traffic    on    the   following   streets, 
now  being  extensively  used  by  heavy  trucks: 

Park  street,  from  Henley  street  to  Common 
street;  Common  street,  from  Park  street  to  Adams 
street;  Adams  street,  from  Common  street  to 
Chelsea  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SUSPENSION     OF     CERTAIN     CITY 
EMPLOYEE. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider  the 
advisability  of  conferring  with  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  relative  to  suspending  and  not  dis- 
charging the  city  employee  who  took  a  few  pieces 
of  dilapidated  lumber  from  a  city  project. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  the  man  here 
referred  to  happened  to  be  a  foreman,  I  under- 
stand, in  the  Paving  Division,  well  liked  by  the 
men  working  under  him.  The  building  that  was 
being  torn  down  was  not  a  real  building,  but 
simply  a  tumble-down  Bhack,  and  he  took  a  few 
pieces  of  the  wood  or  boards  home,  probably  for 
firewood.  I  understand  that  as  a  result  he  was  dis- 
charged. I  believe  that  in  a  case  of  this  sort  at 
most  a  man  should  be  suspended,  if  it  is  desired  to 
discipline  him,  and  should  then  afterwards  get  his 
job  back.  That  was  what  happened  in  the  case  of 
another  man  who  committed  a  really  serious 
offence.  He  was  suspended.  I  think  it  is  pretty 
drastic  to  discharge  a  man  for  such  a  small  thing 
as  this. 

President  FITZGERALD— That  man  can  make 
application  for  a  public  hearing. 

Coun.  NORTON— Well,  Mr.  President,  I  am 
simply  trying  to  get  a  vote  showing  the  sense  of 
the  Council  upon  a  matter  of  this  sort. 

President  FITZGERALD— The  man  has  got  to 
do  it  in  writing. 

Coun.  NORTON — Well,  I  am  not  discussing  his 
rights  or  what  the  legal  procedure  is.  You  are  now 
the  Acting  Mayor,  and  you  understand  the  gist  of 
the  order. 

President  FITZGERALD— Well,  he  has  got  to 
do  it  in  writing,  signing  his  name. 

Coun.  NORTON— Well,  Mr.  President,  I  am 
not  concerned  with  the  technical  procedure.  It 
does  seem  to  me,  however,  that  this  was  a  pretty 
drastic  thing  to  do,  in  view  of  the  unimportance  of 
the  incident. 

Coun  TOBIN — Mr.  President,  I  hope  the  order 
will  be  adopted,  regardless  of.  the  man's  legal  right. 
I  think  it  should  be  put  on  record  by  action  of  this 
Council  that  we  consider  the.  procedure  too  drastic 
in  his  particular  case.  I  have  known  the  man  per- 
sonally, and  I  think  he  is  one  of  the  finest  city 
employees.  I  think  his  dismissal  was  entirely  too 
drastic,  whether  technically  right  or  wrong,  that 
the  punishment,  if  there  should  have  been  punish- 
ment, wa3  too  great.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass, 
and  that  the  man  will  be  reinstated  and  not  dis- 
missed. 

Coun.  DO  WD — Mr.  President,  I  feel  the  same 
as  my  two  colleagues  do,  but  I  also  feel  that  a  num- 
ber of  gentlemen  connected  with  Mr.  Richardson's 
department  have  stolen  money  from  the  city 
treasury  and  that  they  are  the  ones  who  should  be 
fired,  if  anybody  should  be  fired  for  stealing,  that 
they  are  guilty  of  something  worse  than  taking  a 
few  pieces  of  old  wood. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CONFIDENCE  IN  GEORGE  R.  FARNUM, 

ESQ. 
Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,    That   the   Boston    City   Council    ex- 
presses its  confidence  in  the  courage,  ability  and 
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integrity  of  Attorney  George  R.  Farnum,  now  con- 
ducting an  investigation  for  the  Boston  Finance 
Commission  into  the  matter  of  the  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company  and  city  contracts;  said 
investigation  being  conducted  with  great  difficulty 
since  the  company  in  question  alleges  all  its  im- 
portant books  were  recently  stolen. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  really  lying 
back  of  this  order  is  the  suggestion  that  if  Mr. 
Farnum  needs  our  help  in  the  way  of  a  vote  for 
money  to  be  used  in  his  investigation  of  the  alleged 
stealing  of  the  books  of  the  Codman  Hill  Con- 
struction Company,  he  will  certainly  have  our 
support.     This  is  our  method  of  making  that  fact 


known  to  you,  Mr.  President,  as  President  of  the 
Council  and  as  Acting  Mayor. 

President  FITZGERALD— He  has  already  been 
instructed  to  spare  no  money. 

Coun.  NORTON— I  feel,  Mr.  President,  that 
it  is  well  for  us  to  let  Mr.  Farnum  know,  as  an 
investigator  for  the  Finance  Commission,  that  we 
have  confidence  in  him  and  that  we  are  back  of 
him  100  per  cent. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules. 


Adjourned  at  4.37  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
FINLEY,  to  meet  on  Monday,  May  24,  1937,  at 
2  p.  m. 


CITY    OF    BOSTON    PRINTING    DEPARTMENT 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


217 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


■Monday,    May    24,    1937. 
Regular  meeting  of  the   City   Council   in  the 
Co  until     'Chamber,     City     Hall,     at     2     p.     m., 
President  FITZGERALD  in  the  chair.    Absent, 
Coun.   Roberts. 


PRICE   OF    DREAD. 

The   following   was   received : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office    of   the   Mayor,    May    18,    1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  Mr.  Caliph  W.  Robart,  Di- 
rector of  Ithe  Division  on  the  Necessaries  of 
Life  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
relative  to  your  order  of  April  26,  1937,  con- 
cerning the  price  of  a  20-ounce  loaf  of  bread. 
Respectfully, 

John   I.   Fitzgerald, 

Acting  Mayor. 

The    Commonwealth     of     Massachusetts, 
Department   of    Labor    and    Industries, 

Boston,    May    11,    1937. 
Hon.   Frederick  W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — In  reply  to  your  letter 
transmitting  an  order  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  to  advise  that  body  relative  to  bread 
prices,  I  am  submitting  information  relative 
to  New  York  and  Boston.  No  reply  has  been 
received  from  our  request  for  information  con- 
cerning Connecticut.  The  New  York  prices, 
indicated  in  a  letter  from  the  Deputy  Com- 
m'ilssioner.  Consumers'  Division,  Department 
vof  Markets,  New  York,  shows  that  Boston  does 
not  compare  unfavorably  "with   that  city. 

It  is  noted  from  his  letter  that  white  bread 
produced  by  the  large  baking  companies  is 
largely  sold  in  16  to  18-ounce  loaves  at  11 
cents  per  loaf,  and  that  sold  by  chain  stores 
is  an  18-ounce  loaf,  selling  for  8  cents.  Re- 
duced to  the  pound  basis,  the  white  bread 
would  sell  for  7.11  cents  for  chain-baked  bread, 
and  for  9.76  cents  to  11  cents  for  baking  com- 
panies' product.  In  Boston,  the  20-oumce  loaf 
of  the  large  baking  companies  sells  generally 
for  12  cents  and  the  same-sized  loaf  by  chain 
stores  at  from  9  cents  to  10  cents  per  loaf. 
These  reduced  to  the  pound  prices  would  be 
9.6  and  7.2  to  8  cents,  respectively. 

This  comparison  would  ind'icalte  that  while 
the  chain-store  product  is  slightly  lower  in 
New  York  than  for  Boston,  that  of  the  large 
Waking   Companies    is    higher    than    the    Boston 


,  quotation.  We  have  been  unable  to  find  any 
16-ounce  loaves  in  Boston  selling  for  12  cents, 
and  you  will  note  from  the  New  York  letter, 
'a  copy  of  which  ils  inclosed,  that  mo  quota- 
tions are  given  on  a  20-ounce  loaf  other  than 
the    whole   wheat    raisin   bread. 

I  wish  to  also  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  deficiency  tolerance  allowance  in 
New  York  is  higher  than  that  allowed  for 
Massachusetts.  Copy  of  a  table  showing  the 
tolerance  allowance  for  the  two  states  is 
inclosed     herewith. 

I  'trust  this  will  supply  the  Council  with 
the  information  desired,  and  df  further  in- 
formalbten  is  desirable,  please  do  not  hesitate 
to    call    upon    the    Division. 

Very    truly    yours, 

Ralph  W.  Robart,  Director. 

The  City  of   New  York, 

Department    of    Public   Markets,    Weights    and 

Measures, 

1139   Centre  Street, 

New  York,  May  7,  .1937. 
Mr.  Ralph  W.   Robart,   Director,  The  Common- 
wealth   of    Massachusetts,    Department    of 
Labor    and    Industries,    State    House,    Bos- 
ton,   Mass. 
My  dear  Mr.  Robart, — Your  question  on  sizes 
and  prices  of  bread  sold  in  this  city  fe  difficult 
to  answer  to  any  great  degree  of  satisfaction. 
As  you  are  aware,  every   nationality  is   repre- 
sented   in    New    York   and   it   seems    each   one 
bakes   bread   peculiar   to   its   own   race.     As   to 
size    we    find    loaves    of    bread    as    low    as    8 
ounces  and  as  high  as   7   pounds.     Prices   vary 
according  to  size,   quality   and  style.     There  is 
another  factor   in  New  York  at  present  which 
is   responsible  for  a  wide  range  in   price — the 
chain  store  grocers  sell  their  own  baked  white 
bread  at  eight  cents  for  an  18-ounce  loaf,  whereas 
the     large     baking     companies     charge     eleven 
cents   for  the  same  size  loaf.     • 

The  following  weights  and  prices  of  bread 
baked  by  such  companies  as  Ward,  Genera] 
Baking,  Cushman,  Dugan,  etc.,  may  be  of 
assistance  to  you : 

White,  il6  to   18   ounces 11  cents. 

Rye,    18    ounces 11  cents. 

Cracked  wheat,   17  ounces 11  cents. 

White    raisin,    13    ounces 10  cents. 

Whole  "wheat  raisin,  13  ounces 10  cents. 

Whole  wheat  raisin,  20  ounces 15  cents. 

The  attached  scale  of  weights  and  tolerances 
are  token  from  the  New  York  State  Handbook 
of   Weights    and    Measures. 

I  regret  we  are  unable  to  give  you  a  more 
satisfactory  reply,  but  if  there  lis  any  par- 
ticular question  on  bread  that  you  wish  to 
ask,  I  shall  endeavor  to  get  the  correct  answer 
for  you. 

Thank  you  for  your  offer  of  ciooperlation.  I 
Shall  take  advantage  of  it- -should  the  occasion 
arise. 

Yours  very  truly, 
(Mrs.)   Francis  Foley  Gannon, 
Deputy  Commissioner, 
Consumers'     Service     Division. 


2.     The  following  table  shows  the  deficiency  tolerance  allowance  for  New  York  and  Massachusetts: 


Standard  Unit 
Loaves. 

Marked  Weight  of  Other  Than  Standard 
Loaves. 

Deficiency  Tolerance 
(Ocnce). 

New  York. 

Massachusetts. 

i 
1 
1 

U 

1* 

.« 

u 

2 

2 

2J 

LI 

3 

j 

j 

i 

i 

i 

11 

H 

2 
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OITY    COUNCIL. 


EXTENSION    OF   BUILDING,    30    BIRCH 
STREET. 

The   following   was   received: 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  24,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  submitting  herewith  a 
letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
relative  to  the  granting  of  a  license  to  extend 
the  first  story  of  a  building  to  be  erected  at 
30  Birch  street,  West  Roxbury,  over  sewerage 
works  known  as  Hewlett  Street  Brook.  The 
letter  with  the  order  accompanying  it  is  self- 
explanatory. 

Respectfully, 

John  I.   Fitzgerald, 

Acting  Mayor. 


City    of    Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  May  21,  1937. 
To   His   Honor  the  Mayor. 

This  office  has  had  a  request  from  Mr. 
Parker  J.  Brown,  architect,  51  Cornhill,  Bos- 
ton, th'at  a  license  be  granted  to  Abraham  D. 
Babbitt  to  extend  the  first  story  of  a  building 
to  be  erected  at  30  IBirch  street.  West  Rox- 
ibury,  over  sewerage  works  known  as  Hewlett 
Street  Brook,  in  accordance  with  plans  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  Brown.  The  matter  was  referred 
to  the  Corporation  Counsel,  who  has  prepared 
the  attached  order  for  presentation  to  the 
City  Council. 

As  there  are  no  objections  as  far  as  the 
Public  Works  Department  is  concerned  I  re- 
spectfully recommend  that  this  order  authoriz- 
ing the  granting  of  such  license  be  submitted 
to   the  City  Council. 

Two  plans  prepared  by  Mr.  Brown,  one 
marked  Plan  A  and  the  other  marked  Plan  B, 
showing  the  localtion  and  the  method  of  sup- 
porting the  building  over  the  sewerage  works, 
which  I  have  approved,  are  attached  for  the 
information  of  the  City  Council. 
Yours   respectfully, 

E.   M.   Richardson, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  by  a  resolve  and  order  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor  of  Boston  July  17,  1S91, 
took  for  the  purpose  of  sewerage  drainage 
works  an  easement  in  certain  parcels  of  land 
situated  in  that  part  of  Boston  called  Roslin- 
dale,  and  diverted  the  water  of  a  stream  or 
water  course  known  as  the  Roslindale  Branch 
of  Stony  Brook,  reserved  to  the  respective 
owners  of  said  parcels  of  land  and  their  heirs 
and  assigns  the  right  to  use  the  covering  or 
embankment  of  the  channel  of  said  Stony 
Brook  in  such  manner  as  shall  not  interfere 
with  or  endanger  the  right  of  the  City  of 
Boston  to  use  the  same  as  a  covered  channel 
as  is  more  particularly  set  forth  in  said  re- 
solve   and    order  ;    and 

Whereas,  Abraham  D.  Babbitt  is  the  owner 
of  a  portion  of  the  premises,  namely,  Lot  16 
referred  to  in  said  resolve  and  order,  and  is 
desirous  of  placing  a  building  over  said  chan- 
nel in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
set  forth  in  said  resolve  and  order ;  now, 
therefore,    it    is    hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and 
deliver,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  a  license  wherein  the  said  Abraham 
D.  Babbitt  is  authorized  to  place  a  building 
on  said  Lot  '16,  extending  over  said  Stony 
Brook,  in  accordance  with  ithe  plans  approved 
as  to  position  and  construction  of  said  build- 
ing by  said  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
and  wherein  the  City  of  Boston  reserves  the 
night  to  go  upon  the  said  premises  at  all 
times  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining,  repair- 
ing and  reconstructing  said  channel  now  known 
as  Hewlett  Street  Brook,  a  branch  of  said 
Stony  Brook,  and  all  and  any  drainage  or 
sewerage    facilities     incidental    thereto. 

Referred  to    Committee  on    Public   Lands. 


SALE     OF     OBSOLETE    X-RAY     FILMS. 

The   following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of    the   Mayor,   May   24,    1937. 
To    the    Honorable    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen. — Dr.  James  W.  Manary,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Boston  Oity  Hospital,  has  re- 
quested that  the  trustees  of  the  hospital  be 
authorized  to  sell  approximately  4,700  pounds 
of  obsolete  X-ray  films,  after  inviting  pro- 
posals therefor  by  advertisement  in  the  City 
Record. 

I    accordingly    submit    an    order    authorizing 
the  trustees  to  sell  such  films,  and  respectfully 
recommend    prompt    consideration   and   passage 
by   your    Honorable   Body   of   said  order. 
Respectfully, 
John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Acting  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  be  authorized  to  sell  approx- 
imately 4,700  pounds  of  obsolete  X-ray  films, 
after  inviting  proposals  therefor  by  adver- 
tisement in   the  City  Record. 

Referred   to   Executive   Committee. 


$870,000    FOR    RECONSTRUCTION    OF 
STREETS. 
The   following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office   of    the  Mayor,   May   24,    1937. 
To    the    Honorable    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — Edward  M.  Richardson,  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works,  has  requested  pass- 
age of  an  order  authorizing  the  expenditure 
of  $870,000  for  reconstruction  of  streets  in 
order  "to  do  work  which  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary,"   stating   as    follows  : 

"Many  of  the  heavily  traveled  streets 
throughout  the  city  are  in  need  of  attention 
and  steps  should  be  taken  to  put  them  in 
proper  condition  to  carry  the  heavy  traffic 
which    they    bear." 

In  order  that  the  city  may  be  in  a  position 
to  request  a  Federal  grant  on  the  foregoing 
project,  I  transmit  an  order  authorizing  said 
project,  and  a  loan  order,  under  chapter  366 
of  the  Acts  of  1933,  as  amended,  in  the  sum 
of  $870,000  for  said  project.  Since  immedi- 
ate action  is  necessary  to  obtain  assistance 
from  the  Federal  Government,  I  request  prompt 
consideration  and  passage  by  your  Honorable 
Body  of  the  accompanying  orders. 
Respectfully, 
John  I.   Fitzgerald,   Acting  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  section  2.  Part  I,  of  chapter  366 
of  the  Acts  of  1933,  and  acts  in  amendment 
thereof  or  in  addition  thereto,  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton shall  engage  in  the  following  Public  Works 
project:  Reconstruction  of  Streets,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  eight  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand    dollars     ($870,000). 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 366  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  and  acte  in 
amendment  thereof  or  in  addition  thereto, 
the  sum  of  eight  hundred  seventy  thousand 
dollars  ($870,000)  be,  and  hereby  is.  ap- 
propriated, to  be  expended,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  for  the 
Reconstruction  of  Streets,  and  that  to  meet 
said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  au- 
thorized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness    of    the   city    to    said    amount. 

Referred   to   the    Committee   on   Finance. 


SUPPLEMENTARY    BUDGET    APPROPRIA- 
TION. 

The    following    was    received : 
City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  24,   1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen ,— As  a  result  of  conferences  held 
during  the  past  week  with  several  department 
heads,  I   deem   it  desirable  to  submit  for  con- 
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sideration  by  your  Honorable  Body  supple- 
mentary budget  appropriations  totaling  $163,- 
029.99.  These  appropriations  are  based  on 
recommendations  previously  submitted  to  the 
Council  Iby  the  (Mayor,  but  which  up  to  the 
present  moment  have  not  been  reported  back 
to  the  Council  by  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions. 

From  my  conferences  with  department  heads 
I  feel  that  these  appropriations  merit  favorable 
consideration  by  the  Council.  Since  the  tax 
rate  must  be  declared  within  a  few  weeks,  it 
is  necessary  that  immediate  consideration  and 
action  be  taken.  Briefly  the  supplementary 
appropriations  recommended  are  as  follows  : 

Assessing  Department,  $3,000.  This  appro- 
priation is  necessary  in  order  to  permit  em- 
ployment by  the  department  of  outside  copy- 
ing and  stenographic  assistance  which  is  re- 
quired for  the  preparation  of  tax  bills  and 
manuscripts.  Under  existing  law  tax  bills 
must  be  in  the  mail  on  or  before  June  15. 
Without  outside  stenographic  assistance,  com- 
pliance with  this  regulation  will  be  impossHible. 

Institutions  Department,  Child  Welfare  Di- 
vision, $13,029.99.  This  appropriation  will  per- 
mit the  continued  employment  of  a  lady  who 
for  several  monlths  has  been  occupying  the 
position,  of  Deputy  Commissioner.  The  tempo- 
rary funds  available  (for  her  employment  have 
become  exhausted,  and  without  a  supplementary 
appropriation  her  services  cannot  foe  continued. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  Institutions  Commis- 
sioner, this  position  is  necessary  for  the  proper 
administration   of   the   division. 

Park  Department,  $16,000.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  Park  Commissioner,  appropriations 
already  approved  by  the  Council  will  be  in- 
adequate to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  de- 
partment in  the  matter  of  hiring  teams,  re- 
pairing auto  equipment  now  in  service  and 
maintaining  buildings  and  structures  consti- 
tuting the  plant  of  the  department.  The  hire 
of  teams,  for  which  an  appropriation  of 
$4,000  is  recommended,  is  absolutely  necessary 
if  a  city-wide  spraying  of  trees  to  protect  the 
same  against  insect  infestation  is  to  be  per- 
formed. The  appropriation  for  plant  repairs 
^previously  authorized  (by  the  Council  is  now 
'practically  exhausted,  With  the  result  that  the 
department  has  no  allowance  for  emergency 
repairs.  In  view  of  the  large  amount  of 
property  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  depart- 
ment, an  appropriation  of  $10,000  for  emer- 
gency repairs  would  appear  justifiable.  The 
department  has  more  than  seventy-five  motor 
vehicles  in  service  at  the  present  time  and  the 
smallest  amount  expended  in  any  previous 
year  for  auto  repairs  has  been  $4,800.  It  is 
now  proposed  that  the  original  appropriation 
authorized  Iby  the  Council,  namely,  $3,000,  be 
supplemented  by  am  additional  appropriation 
of    $2,000. 


Police  Department,  $66,000.  I  am  recom- 
mending that  the  reduction  of  $16,000  made  by 
the  Council  in  the  Mayor's  original  recom- 
mendation for  plant  repairs  within  this  de- 
partment be  restored.  At  least  five  of  the 
station  houses  of  the  department  were  built 
before  1870,  and  are,  therefore,  very  expensive 
to  maintain.  In  addition  to  providing  for 
plant  repairs,  this  item  is  also  used  for  the  repair 
of  boats,  signal  service,  revolvers,  furniture, 
typewriters,  elevators,  boilers,  and  other  matters 
too  numerous  to  mention.  I  am  recommend- 
ing that  an  appropriation  of  $45,000  be  granted 
the  Police  Commissioner  for  the  purchase  of 
motor  vehicles.  With  this  appropriation  it 
will  foe  possible  for  the  commissioner  to  re- 
place twenty-five  prowl  cars  and  ten  combi- 
nation ambulances  and  police  wagons  now 
in  service.  I  also  propose  that  an  additional 
appropriation  of  $5,000  be  allowed  for  gasoline, 
oil  and  grease  necessary  for  the  operation  of 
the  motor  fleet  of  the  department.  In  view 
of  rising  prices  it  is  felt  that  the  appropria- 
tion previously  allowed  iby  the  Council  will 
not  foe  sufficient  for  the  full  year. 

Reserve  Fund,  $25,000.  It  is  evident  that  we 
are  in  a  period  of  rising  commodity  prices. 
In  order  that  the  hospitals  and  the  institu- 
tions of  the  city  may  foe  protected  in  the  event 
appropriations  already  granted  for  foodstuffs, 
fuel  and  medicines  prove  inadequate,  I  deem 
it  desirafole  to  recommend  this  appropriation, 
which  will  foe  available  for  transfer  with 
Council  approval  in  case  necessity  arises  for 
such   action. 

Contingent  (Fund,  $50,000.  I  am  advised 
by  the  City  Auditor  that  of  the  appropriation 
of  $175,000  originally  approved  by  the  Council, 
encumbrances  totaling  $13'1,227.2'5  have  (been 
made  to  date,  leaving  a  free  and  unencumbered 
balance  of  only  $43,772,715.  With  more  than 
half  of  the  year  still  to  elapse,  it  would  appear 
certain  this  balance  will  foe  exhausted  long 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  Against  this 
fund  are  charged  judgments  and  claims 
against  the  city,  court  fees,  expert  witnesses, 
and  other  legal  expenses,  Land  Court  pro- 
ceedings, miscellaneous  executions,  court  execu- 
tions, and  the  annual  bill  rendered  foy  the 
Middlesex  County  Training  School  to  take 
care  of  children  committed  to  the  institution 
by  the  Courts  (because  of  delinquency  in  the 
matter  of  attendance.  All  of  these  charges  are 
in  the  category  of  fixed  expenses  ;  consequently, 
the  supplementary  appropriation  recommended 
is  necessary  in  order  to  meet  the  full  year  re- 
quirements of  the  city  under  this  appropriation. 

I    respectfully    recommend    adoption    of    the 
accompanying    appropriation    and    tax    orders. 
Respectfully, 

John  I.    Fitzgerald, 

Acting   Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  the  appropriations  hereinafter  specified  be  met.  by  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $163,029.9!), 
said  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxation  on  the  polls  and  estates  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  that,  all  orders  passed 
by  the  City  Council  relating  to  appropriations,  taxes  and  the  interest  thereon,  apply  to  the  appropriations 
and   taxes   herein   provided   for. 

Assessing  Department. 
B.     Contractual  Services $3,000  00 


Institutions  Department. 
Child  Welfare  Division. 


A.     Personal  Service. 


$3,029  99 


1.     Permanent  employees:  

Deputy  commissioner,  1  at  $3,500 $3,029  09 

Park  Department. 

B.     Contractual  Services > 8 IB, 000  00 

Police  Department. 

B.  Contractual  Services • ■ *}?'522  2" 

C.  Equipment ■_■  45,000  00 

D.  Supplies , • •  •  •  5-000  00 

$06,000  00 


Contingent  Fund  (for  the  payment  of  claims,  executions  of  court,  court  fees,  expert  witnesses, 

legal  and  miscellaneous  expenses) * •       850,000  00 


Reserve  Fund 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Coun.  DOWD,  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  folio-wing  petitions  were  received  and 
referred   to  the   committees   named,   viz. : 

Claims. 

.Frank  Aanastasi,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  81A  Dover  street,  caused 
by    city   truck. 

Arthur  Bitchin,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execu- 
tion issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts 
as  operator  of  truck  of  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. 

Mary  Coffey,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
coat  at  Out-Patient  Department,  City  Hospital. 

Roger  T.  Conant,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

Donald  C.  Doucette,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  backing  up  of  sewage  at 
11    Alcott    street,    Allston. 

Gerald  V.  Doucette,  for  compensation  for 
injuries    caused    by    backing    up    of    sewage    at 

II  Alcott   street,    Allston. 

Josepfh  J.  Doucette,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries    caused    by    backing     up     of    sewage    at 

III  Alcott    street,    Allston. 

Mary  L.  Doucette,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  'backing  up  of  sewage  at  11 
Alcott  street,  Allston. 

Herman  0.  E.  Fagerberg,  for  compensation 
tor   damage   to   truck  by   city   truck. 

John  W.  Friel,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age  to    truck   by   city    wagon. 

Maurice  M.  Goldstein,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

Maureen  Harney,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  63 
Brad  eon   street. 

Al    Klayman,    for    refund    on    refuse    tickets. 
Charles     C.     Kramer,     for    compensation    for 
damage    to   property   at    331    Metropolitan    ave- 
nue. 

Michael  H.  Lally,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  11  Alcott  street,  Allston, 
caused  by  backing  up  of  sewage. 

Sarah  Lichtenstein,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  57  Salem  street,  caused 
by   broken    water   pipe. 

Caroline  B.  and  Helen  C.  MacLean,  for 
compensation  for  damage  to  property  ait  69 
Pleasant   Hill   avenue,   during   blasting   work. 

George  MoCormack,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  hy  horse  belonging  to  city. 

Alvin  and  Florence  A.  McNally.  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  property  at  73 
Pleasant  Hill   avenue,   during   blasting. 

Helen  G.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  New 
Faneuil   Hall   Market. 

Harold  L.  Niiles,  agent,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  119  Mountfort 
street,   -by   city   truck. 

Mrs.  James  B.  Patterson,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  12  Brimmer  street, 
caused  by  water   being  shut  off. 

Harry  Shear,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused   by   city  oatr. 

Edith  S.  Sheehan,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  329 
Adams   street. 

Executive. 
Petition   of  Eileen   A.   Hennessey,   to   be   paid 
an    annuity   on    account   of    death    of    her    hus- 
band,   James    F.    Hennessey,    late    member    of 
Police    Department. 


MINORS'     LICENSES. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years 
of  age  to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement, 
viz. : 

Patience  A.  Robertie,  Brighthelmstone  Hall, 
June    28. 

H.   B.    Simpson,    Jordan    Hall,    June    7. 

Katharine  T.  O'Gorman,  Shubert  Theatre, 
June   1. 

Kathryn  I.  Brymer,  Current  Events  Hall, 
June    2. 

A.  Marie  Govone,  Repertory  Theatre,  June  3. 

Madeline  Henderson,  Peabody  Playhouse, 
June   2. 

Rosalie  Mann,  Highland  Hall,  June  4  and  6. 

Mary  Campibel],  Jordan  Hall,   June  9. 


Mildred  C.  Sacco,  East  Boston  High  School, 
May   29   and   June   4. 

Lola   M.    Daly,    Hollywood   Theatre,   June    11. 

Phyllis    Warden,    Jordan    Hall,    June   17. 

Mary  E.  Ring,  Brighthelmstone  Hall,   June    11. 

Viola  K.  Breiding,  Repertory  Theatre,  June  5. 

Kathryn  E.  Fay,  Municipal  Building,  June  2. 

Strutz-Ruby  Dancing  School,  Shirley  Ruby 
Schwartz,    Boston    Opera    House,    May    25. 

Anna  M.  Greene,  Hyde  Park  High  School, 
May    22. 

Margaret  T.  Connell,  Peaibody  Theatre,  May 
25. 

Leave   granted  under  usual   conditions. 


CONSTABLES'  BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  the  following-named  constable-, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treas- 
urer,   were    received    and    approved,    viz.: 

Charles  B.  Broad.  Alfred  Blaustein,  Milton 
Jacob  Bronstein,  Louis  Budd,  Frank  J. 
Macehia.  Leslie  P.  Mann.  Bernard  M.  Mullen, 
Maurice  Levine.  Bert  Oppenheim,  Frank  J. 
Staula,   Francis    J.    Tobin,   Joseph   Todisco. 


REVOCATION    OF   WELD   STREET   JITNEY 
-   LICENSE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department 
of  Public  Utilities  of  disapproval  of  license 
granted  Boston  Elevated  Railway  to  operate 
motor  vehicles  from  junction  of  Weld  street 
and  Maple  street.  West  Roxbury.  over  Maple 
street,  Centre  street,  Corey  street,  Pomfret 
street  and   Maple  street  to   Weld  street. 

Placed    on    file. 


BOSTON     EDISON    COMPANY    LOCATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  of  permission  granted 
to  Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Company  of 
Boston  for  private  spur  track  at  East  First 
street.   South  Boston. 

Placed    on    file. 


APPOINTMENT    OF    JAMES    T.    DUNN. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Health  De- 
partment of  appointment  of  James  T.  Dunn, 
15  Cliff  street,  Roxbury,  as  dairy  inspector, 
for    thirty    days,    effective    May    12. 

Placed    on    file. 


ORGANIZATION     OF     BOARD     OF     OVER- 
SEERS  OF    PUBLIC   WELFARE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare  of  elec- 
tion of   following  officers  May  3: 

James  A.   McMxirry,   Chairman. 

Clifford     P.     Warren.     Vice     Chairman, 

Edward    H.   Willey.   Treasurer. 

Patrick  J.  Moynihan,  Secretary  and  Exec- 
utive Director,  salaTy  at  rate  of  $6,000  per 
year. 

Placed   on    file. 


NOTICE    OF    INTEREST    IN    CONTRACTS. 

Notice  was  received  from  Edward  F.  Mc- 
Clennen  employed  as  Special  Assistant  Cor- 
poration Counsel  in  case  of  City  of  Boston 
vs.  Joseph  Santosuosso  et  al..  of  fact  that  his 
firm.  Nutter,  McClennen  &  Fish,  has  received 
abatement  from  Board  of  Assessors  with  re- 
spect to  machinery  located  at  100  Ashford 
street,  Boston,  owned  by  Electric  Storage 
Battery  Company ;  abatement  with  respect 
to  machinery  at  210  South  street,  Boston, 
owned  by  American  Bank  Note  Company ; 
abatement  with  respect  to  machinery  at  1230 
Columbia  road,  Boston,  owned  by  United-Oarr 
Fastener  Corporation  ;  reduction  in  assessment 
on  6-24  Medford  street  and  63-69  Beverly 
street,  Boston,  owned  by  Bowker  and  Torrey 
Company. 

Placed    on    file. 
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APPROVAL  OF  LOAN  FOR  HUNTINGTON 
AVENUE  SUBWAY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Emergency 
Finance  Board  of  vote  passed  May  11  relative 
ito  construction  of  subway,  approving  said 
project  in  accordance  with  provisions  of 
chapter  366  of  Acts  of  1933  and  chapter  1159  of 
Acts  of  1937,  the  borrowing  by  City  of  Boston 
not  to  exceed  $750,000,  term  of  said  loan  to 
be  set  at  forty-five  years  and  rate  of  interest 
not   to   exceed    3 J    per  cent. 

Placed   on   file. 


APPOINTMENT     OF     DAVID     LASKER. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  appointment  of  David  Lasker  of 
Boston,  Chairman  of  Boston  Finance  Com- 
mission. 

Placed   on    file. 


APPOINTMENT    OF   MAXWELL    B.    GROSS- 
MAN. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  appointment  of  Max- 
well B.  Grossiman  of  Brookline  as  member  of 
the    Board    of    Boston    Port    Authority. 

Placed   on    file. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee,  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recommend- 
ing passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the 
City    of    Boston    for    the    month    of    May. 

Report   accepted ;   said    order    passed. 


ANNUITY  TO   ANNIE   E.   MURPHY. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive 
Committee,  submitted  report  on  petition  of 
Annie  E.  Murphy  (referred  April  26)  to  be 
paid  annuity  on  account  of  death  of  her  hus- 
liamd,  John  F.  Murphy,  late  member  of  Fire 
Department,  who  died  on  March  31,  1937, 
on  account  of  incurring  a  hazard  peculiar  to 
his  employment  while  in  the  performance  of 
his  duity — recommending  passage  of  accom- 
panying  order,    viz. : 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 340  of  the  Acts  of  1&33,  an  annuity  of 
fourteen  hundred  dollars  be  allowed  and  paid 
to  Annie  E.  Murphy,  widow  of  John  F.  Mur- 
phy, a  member  of  the  Fire  Department  who 
died  on  March  31,  1937,  on  account  of  in- 
curring a  hazard  peculiar  to  his  employment 
while  in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  said 
annuity  being  made  up  of  allowances  as 
follows  : 

For  the  widow,  Annie  E.  Murphy,  so  long 
as   she   remains    unmarried,    $1,000   per   annum. 

For  each  of  the  following-named  children 
during  such  time  as  he  is  under  the  age  of 
eighteen  or  over  said  age  and  physically  or 
mentally  incapacitated  from  earning,  $200 
per  annum :  Paul  L.  Murphy,  born  August 
8,  1918 ;  Joseph  G.  Murphy,  born  September 
17,  1923.  The  payments  to  date  from  March 
31,  1937,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Fire  Department,  Pensions  and  An- 
nuities. 

Report    accepted ;    order    passed. 


CONFIRMATION    OF    EXECUTIVE    AP- 
POINTMENTS. 

Coun.  AGNEW,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables, called  up  from  No.  1  on  the  calendar 
the  names  of  Harold  C.  Mitchell  and  Leon 
Small,  and  asked  that  they  be  confirmed;  also 
calling    up    No.    3   on    the    calendar,    viz. : 


3.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  May  10,  1937,  of  George  W.  Gor- 
man and  E.  Louise  Collins,  to  be  Weighers 
of    Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation  of  the 
two  constables  referred,  to,  and  also  the  ap- 
pointees under  No.  3  on  the  calendar.  Com- 
mittee Coun.  Finley  and  Selvitella.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  16,  yes  15,  no  1,  and  the 
appointments    were    confirmed. 


PASSAGE    OF    FINANCIAL    ORDERS. 
President    FITZGERALD     called     up,     under 
unfinished    business,    Nos.    4,    5    and    6    on    the 
calendar,    viz. : 

4.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of  1937,  the  sum  of 
$1,000,000  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  the 
proceeds  to  be  used  to  reduce  the  amount 
which  otherwise  wOuid  be  required  to  be  raised 
by  taxation  because  of  appropriations  made  or 
to  be  made  for  Federal  Emergency  Unemploy- 
ment Relief  Projects,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  in- 
debtedness of  the  city  to  said  amount,  the 
same  to  be  issued  outside  the  limit  of  indebted- 
ness. 

On  May  3,  1937,  the  foregoing  Older  was 
read    once    and    passed,    yeas    17,    nays    2>. 

5.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  366  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  and  acts  in 
amendment  thereof  or  in  addition  thereto, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  fifty-six  thousand, 
five  hundred  dollars  be,  and  hereby  Js,  ap- 
propriated, to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  School  Committee,  for  alterations 
and  additions  to  the  High  School  of  Practical 
Arts,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city   to   said   amount. 

On  May  3,  1937,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read    once    and    passed,    yeas    18,    nays    1. 

6.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  366  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  and  acts  in 
amendment  thereof  or  in  addition  thereto, 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  forty-six  thousand 
dollars  ($446,000)  be,  and  hereby  is,  ap- 
propriated, to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  School  Committee,  for  an  addition  to 
the  William  Howard  Taft  School,  Brighton, 
and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

On  May  3,  1937,  the  foregoing  order  Was 
read    once    and    passed,    yeas    18,    nays    1. 

The  orders  were  given  their  second  and  final 
reading    and    passage,    yeas    18,    nays    0. 


CELEBRATION     OF     DORCHESTER     DAY. 

Coun.  TOBIN,  McGRATH,  FITZGERALD, 
ROSENBERG  and  WILSON  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  arrange  for  the  fitting  celebration 
of    Dorchester    Day,    June    5. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


SURVEY    OF    CALVARY    CEMETERIES 
BOUNDARIES. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  order  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  to  immediately  make  a  survey  of  the 
street  boundary  lines  of  all  streets  bounding 
the  property  known  as  Old  Calvary  and  New 
Calvary  Cemeteries,  this  information  to  be 
reported  in  detail  to  the  City  Council  not 
later    than    June    21,     1937. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Coun.  FITZGER  A  I.D. 
to    the    Committee   on    Public    I/amls. 
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OITY    COUNCIL. 


RESURFACING     OF     WARD     14     STREETS. 

Coun.    ROSENBERG    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 

Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 

Mayor,   to  resurface  with   smooth   paving   Nor- 

well    street,    Ward    14. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  Vas- 
sar  street,   Ward   14. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EXTENSION    OF   BUS   LINE   TO   ASHMONT 
STATION. 

Coun.  MoGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  extend  the  present  bus  line  which 
now  runs  from  Forest  Hiills  Station  to  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  to  the  Ashmont  Station,  making 
such  line  a  connecting  link  between  these  two 
terminals. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


TRANSFER    OF    PROPERTY    TO    PORT 
AUTHORITY. 

Coun.    McGRATH    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Pont  Authority, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested 
to  investigate  and  make  a  survey  of  all  city- 
owned  property,  not  now  being  utilized  by  the 
city,  which  might  be  transferred  to  the  Port 
Authority  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the 
efficiency   of   the  Port   of   Boston. 

Coun.  MoGRATH-nMr.  President,  that  order 
is  offered  because  of  the  controversy  that  has 
now  arisen  through  the  Port  Authority  relative 
to  the  lack  of  dock  space.  I  had  in  mind  the 
old  ferry  slips  on  the  Boston  and  East  Boston 
sides,  thinking  that  that  property  might  be  put 
to    good   use. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the    rule. 


VEHICULAR  TRAFFIC  ON  TREMONT 
STREET. 

Coun  MELLEN  offered  the  following  : 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
bar  all  vehicular  traffic  on  Tremont  street, 
between  Edgaworth  and  Chelsea  streets,  and 
designate  this  portion  of  Tremont  street  as 
a  playground  area  for  the  children. 
Passed   under  suspension  of   the   rule. 


TRAFFIC    LIGHTS,    MEDFORD    STREET. 

Coun  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,    to    install     traffic    lights    on     Med  ford 
street,    iCharlestowin,    at   Dewey    Beach. 
Passed   under  suspension  of   the  rule. 


CARS    PARKED    IN    RESIDENTIAL 
SECTION. 

Coun.    DOWD    and    DOHERTY    offered    the 

following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Pollice  Commissioner  not  to  afflow  a 
traffic  drive  on  automobiles  parked,  either  in 
the  daytime  or  evening,  in  the  residential 
sections  of  'Boston. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  notice  in 
today's  paper  that  one  of  the  captains  in 
the  Roxbury  section  is  making  a  drive  on 
automobiles  parked  in  the  evening  in  the  resi- 
dential section.  Now,  I  don't  know  why  law- 
abiding  citizens  in  the  residential  sections  of 
our   city — in   parts    of   South    Boston,    in    Rox- 


bury,  Brighton,  Charlestown,  East  Boston  and 
Hyde  Park,  in  any  of  our  residential  sections — 
should  be  subjected  to  this  sort  of  thing 
when  they  come  home  at  night  and  see  fit  to 
leave  their  cars  outside  of  their  residences. 
I  don't  think  anybody  can  give  a  logical  reason 
why  the  Police  Department  should  assign  its 
men  to  tag  those  cars.  For  years  there  have 
been  these  demands  on  policemen  to  do  things 
that,  I  think  we  all  feel,  interfere  with  their 
legitimate  duties  in  other  respects.  The 
services  of  the  police  of  Boston  are  neded 
in  times  like  these  to  attend  to  the  criminals 
of  Boston,  and  they  certainly  should  mot  be 
compelled  to  tag  cars  of  law-abiding  citizens 
in  our  residential  sections,  at  night.  I  say 
to  the  Police  Commissioner  and  to  the  Mayor 
that  there  is  absolutely  no  reason  for  it.  What 
do  we  see  today?  We  see  swarms  of  police- 
men in  Boston  assigned  to  the  duty  of  bring- 
ing into  court  law-abiding  citizens  of  this 
city  who  may  happen  to  park  their  cars 
overtime  in  certain  parts  of  the  city,  and 
those  citizens  are  obliged  to  go  to  court  and 
be  fined  perhaps  three,  four  or  five  dollars. 
It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  this  sort  of  thing 
is  a  legitimate  duty  of  our  Police  Department, 
who  are  at  the  present  time  hampered  by  lack 
of  numbers  and  who  have  plenty  of  legitimate 
duties  to  attend  to  in  looking  after  the  crim- 
inals of  the  city.  Certainly  a  man  trying  to 
make  a  living  for  his  family  should  not  be 
subjected  to  this  sort  of  thing.  I  say  it  is 
about  time  that  the  police  were  doing  the  job 
they  were  appointed  for,  stopping  criminal 
acts  in  the  City  of  Boston  ;  and  I  certainly 
trust  we  will  see  no  more  of  this  sort  of 
thing  that  I  first  referred  to,  in  my  own 
section,  Councilor  Doherty's  section  and  prob- 
ably other  sections  of  this  city,  where,  if  a 
man  living  in  such  a  residential  section  wants 
to  leave  his  car  outside  his  door  for  a  perfectly 
legitimate  purpose,  he  is  prevented  from  do- 
ing so  and  is  brought  into  court.  Law  or  no 
law,  I  cam  see  no  proper  reason  why  the 
Pollice  Department  shduld  try  to  prevent 
citizens  of  Boston  from  parking  their  cars 
in  residential  sections  outside  their  homes, 
where  there  is  no  interference  with  anybody. 

Coun.  DOHERTY — Mr.  President,  I  heartily 
agree  with  the  councilor  from  Ward  8.  Only 
last  week  I  had  a  man  come  to  my  house 
and  say  that  one  evening  he  was  expecting 
to  have  to  take  his  wife  to  the  hospital  by 
twelve  o'clock  that  night,  and  parked  his 
car  outside  his  door  in  readiness.  He  6aid  it 
was  the  first  time  that  he  had  left  the  car  in 
that  manner  outside  the  house,  and  he  did  so 
because  he  did  not  know  at  what  moment  his 
wife  would  have  to  go  to  the  hospital.  But  on 
that  evening  he  was  tagged,  for  the  first  time 
in  his  life.  I  think  the  police  of  Boston  can 
do  better  things  than  to  tag  a  man  who  leaves 
his  car  outside  of  his  house  in  a  residential 
section  of  this  city  for  one  night. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


CARNIVAL    PERMITS. 

Coun.    DOWD    offered    the   following: 
Ordered,     That   the   Boston    City   Council    re- 
quest  his    Honor    the   Mayor   to    issue   carnival 
permits   to  any  legitimate  charity  or   fraternal 
organization,    upon    request. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  understand 
that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  has  stated  that  he 
will  issue  no  more  cards  or  permits  for  carni- 
vals in  this  city.  I  am  in  hearty  accord  with 
him  in  the  matter,  in  so  far  as  such  events 
are  held  for  the  purpose  of  milking  the  public, 
and  where  they  are  carried  through  by  certain 
individuals  or  associations  for  their  own  selfish 
interests.  But  I  ask  the  Mayor  of  Boston  not 
to  take  that  stand  in  regard  to  such  events 
as  are  held  by  certain  religious  denominations 
— Catholic,  Protestant  or  Jewish — or  by  chari- 
table or  fraternal  organizations  chartered  by 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  for  worthy  and 
charitable  purposes.  I  feel  that  the  time  has 
mot  yet  come  when  Boston  should  be  closed 
up  like  a  deserted  shop.  I  believe  this  sort 
of    thing    represents    one    form    of    amusement 
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that  our  churches  and  fraternal  organizations 
may  well  undertake  to  carry  out,  for  charitable 
purposes  of  some  kind,  and  I  cannot  see  any 
logical  reason  why  it  should  be  stopped.  If 
the  .privilege  has  been  abused  by  some  few 
men  who  'have  run  carnivals,  or  if  it  is  abused 
in  the  future,  I  think  it  should  be  stopped, 
and  that  such  people  should  toe  driven  out 
of  town.  But  if  a  church  in  my  district  wants 
to  rum  a  carnival,  as  it  has  for  a  great 
number  of  years,  I  say  to  the  Mayor  of  Bos- 
ton that  he  has  no  right  to  say  to  my  church 
that  it  cannot  run  the  carnival,  enabling  it 
to  make  a  few  dollars  if  or  its  charitable  work. 
(I  say  ithialt  that  isi  sometihin'g  tihat  the 
churches  of  Boston,  regardless  of  denomination, 
should  be  allowed  Ito  do.  I  say  that  the  Mayor 
is  mistaken  iii  .this  matter  and  should  see 
the  wisdom  of  correcting  his  error,  granting 
such  permission  to  churches  of  this  city  and 
to    authenticated    fraternal    organizations. 

Couin.  MELLEN— Mr.  President,  I  feel  as 
Councilor  Dowd  does  in  this  respect,  and  I 
submit  that  you  will  all  realize  that  I  have 
no  ax  to  grind,  because  this  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  17th  of  June  celebration.  I  do 
know,  however,  that  there  are  certain  carnival 
celebrations  which  the  people  of  Charlestown, 
as  well  as  those  of  other  sections  of  the  city, 
look  forward  to  on  the  17th  of  June  and  at 
other  times,  legitimate  celebrations  that  in- 
terest all  our  people,  and  I  say  that  it  would 
be  a  lamentable  thing  to  stop  all  such  affairs. 
I  think  there  should  be  at  times  carnivals  in 
Oharlestown  and  in  other  sections  of  the  city, 
as   there  have  been   in  the  past. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


WHITE-WAY    LIGHTING,    ROXBURY. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  to  install  a 
"'white  way"  lighting  system  in  the  section  of 
Roxtoury  bounded  by  the  Dudley  Street  Ter- 
minal. 

Pasised   under  suspension   of   the   rule. 


CHARGE   AT  MALIBU   BEACH   BATHING 

HOUSE. 

Coun.    MoGRATH    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,     That      the      Metropolitan      District 

Commission,    through    his     Honor    the    Mayor, 

be  requested  to  cancel  reported  plans  to  charge 

all    users   of    the   Malibu    Beach   bathing    house 

a  charge  of  ten  cents. 

Coun.  MoGRATH— Mr.  President,  it  has 
been  called  to  my  attention  that  the  Metropoli- 
tan District  Commission  intends  to  make  a 
charge  of  ten  cents  to  every  individual  who 
uses  this  new  bath  house.  I  believe  it  ex- 
tremely unwise  for  the  Metropolitan  District 
Commission  to  establish  a  ten-cent  charge  for 
the  use  of  the  bathing  house  at  Malibu  Beach. 
This  beach  is  not  to  be  compared  with  Revere 
Beach  or  Nantasket  Beach,  or  other  favorite 
resort  beaches.  This  is  a  neighborhood  beach 
and  will  serve  that  great  section  of  Dorchester, 
part  of  which  I  represent  in  the  City  Council. 
Many  hundreds  of  families  in  the  district  are 
unable  to  afford  the  payment  of  such  a 
charge,  when  it  is  considered  that  in  many 
families  there  are  several  children.  This  bath- 
ing house  was  constructed  by  the  'money  of 
the  taxpayers,  and  I  can  see  no  logical  reason 
Why  any  greater  charge  should  be  made  there 
than  is  made  at  iL  Street  or  any  of  the  other 
beaches  owned  by  the  city  government.  A 
charge  of  ten  cents  at  this  beach  will  defeat 
the  very  purpose  of  placing  the  beach  house 
where  it  is,  because  such  a  charge  will  prevent 
hundreds  of  children  using  the  bath  house, 
while  nonresidents  of  the  state  and  city  can 
take  every  advantage  of  the  facilities  offered. 
I  am  asking  the  Metropolitan  District  Com- 
mission to  reverse  its  ruling  in  this  case, 
and    permit     the    children    of     the     Dorchester 


district   to  bathe   and    use  Malibu    Beach    bath 
house  free  of  any  charge. 

The   order   was   passed   under   suspension    of 
the  rule. 


RECESS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER  moved  that  the  Council 
adjourn  ;  declared  carried.  Coun.  WILSON 
doubted  the  vote,  and  the  motion  to  adjourn 
was  defeated   by   a   rising   vote. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.44  p.  m.,  on  motion 
of  Coun.  MELLEN,  to  take  a  recess  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  re- 
assembled in  the  Council  Chamber  and  were 
called  to  order  by  President  FITZGERALD  at 
2J56    p.    m. 


AUTOMATIC    SIGNALS,    WARD     13. 

Coun.    PETER  J.   FITZGERALD  offered  the 

following : 

Ordered :  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  iHonor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  automatic  traffic  signals  at  the  inter- 
section of  Old  Colony  road  and  Old  Colony 
terrace,    Ward    13. 

Passed   under  suspension  Of  the  irule. 


EXTENSION     OF    MT.    VERNON     STREET, 
DORCHESTER. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  and  KER- 
RIGAN offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  iBoard  of  Street  Com- 
missioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  investigate  and  report  to  the 
City  Council  as  'to  the  possibility  of  extend- 
ing Mt.  Vernon  street,  Dorchester,  to  the 
Old    Colony    Boulevard. 

Passed   under  suspension   of  the   rule. 


SCHOOL     DEPARTMENT    SALARIES. 
Coun.   WILSON   offered   the   following: 
Ordered,     That     his     Honor     the    Mayor    t>e 
requested    to   advise   the   City   Council    whether 
there   has  been    an    increase   in    1937,   over   the 
1936    figures,     in     School    Department    salaries 
amounting    to   $215,946,   as   a   result   of   sliding 
scale    increases,    or    whether   the    total    amount 
appropriated    for    1937    salaries    is    only    $.16,- 
535.70   in   excess  of  the   1936  appropriation. 
Passed   under  suspension  of   the   rule. 


RECONCILIATION    OF   ITEMS. 
Coun.   WILSON    offered   the   following: 
Ordered,     That     his     Honor     the     Mayor     be 

requested     to     reconcile,    in     his    statement    of 

May   4,   the   following  two   items : 

1.  "It  is  evident  that  the  Committee  have 
kept  the  1937  budget  within  the  1936  totals, 
desipite  the  fact  that  it  has  been  necessary  to 
provide,  over  and  above  the  1936  appropriation, 
$215,046    for    sliding    scale    increases"  ;    and 

2.  "The  following  table  indicates  in  com- 
parative form  the  essential  items  for  which 
appropriations  have  been  made  by  the  School 
Committee:  Salaries,  1936,  $14,754,411.09: 
1937,  $14,770,946.79." 

Coun.  WILSON— 'Mr.  President,  this  order 
is  introduced  merely  to  reconcile  figures  and  to 
endeavor  to  reconcile  the  apparently  con- 
flicting statements  made  on  the  first  page  of 
the  City  Record  of  May  15.  I  am  bearing 
in  mind  the  fact  that,  apparently  witlumi 
explanation,  we  have  the  Mayor's  statement 
in  reference  to  the  School  Committee  budget, 
that  it  was  reduced  this  year  $8,864.77,  as 
compared  with  last  year's  figure,  despite  the 
sliding  scale  increase  of  $215,046 ;  although 
later  on  in  the  same  statement,  in  a  comparison 
of  salaries  of  1936  and  1937,  he  shows  that 
the  salary  schedule  for  1937  as  compared 
with    1936    shows    an    increase    of    $16,535.71). 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule. 
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OITY    COUNCIL. 


LOCKER   BUILDING,   DORCHESTER   PARK. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  W.  P.  A.  authorities  to  assure  reasonably 
early  completion  of  Ithe  $3-8,000  one-story 
brick  locker  building  at  Dorchester  Park, 
which  has  now  been  continuously  under  con- 
struction by  the  W.  P.  A.  since  November 
27,  1935. 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
take  such  steps  as  will  assure  the  installation 
of  a  police  signal  box  at  the  new  locker  bu51d- 
ing  in  Dorchester  Park  as  some  reasonable 
assurance  of  added  protection  to  the  many 
residents,  and  particularly  the  children,  who 
make  use  of  these  playground  and  park  facili- 
ties. 

Coun.  WILSON-nMr.  President,  in  refer- 
ence to  those  two  orders,  let  me  say  that  I 
have  in  mind  the  project  which  is  under  way 
in  Dorchester  Park,  bounding  the  district  rep- 
resented by  the  councilor  on  the  left  (Coun. 
MleGralth)  and  myself,  and  the  fact  that  under 
W.  P.  A.  auspices  they  have  been  building  a 
one-story  brick  locker  building  there  since 
November,  1935,  over  a  year  and  a  half,  a 
project  for  which  the  original  estimate  was 
$21,000,  and  which  I  understand  represents 
up  to  date  an  expenditure  of  $38,000.  An 
average  building  of  its  size  could  be  put  up 
in  a  period  of  one  or  two  months  at  an  ex- 
penditure of  $12,000  to  $15,000  ;  and  I  under- 
stand that,  even  although  they  have  been 
at  the  work  for  a  year  and  a  half,  they  will 
not  be  able  to  open  the  building  until  Labor 
Day  or  thereabouts,  and  that  the  windows  do 
not  even  open  and  shut  at  the  present  time. 
I  have  in  mind,  also,  the  fact  that  this  locker 
building  in  Dorchester  Park  is  supposed  to 
be  used  in  connection  with  the  playground 
facilities,  and  that  police  protection  is  re- 
quired. I  believe  the  best  assurance  of  reason- 
able protection  on  Sundays,  holidays  and  other 
days  would  be  the  installation  of  a  police  sig- 
nal box  at  the  locker  building.  That  will 
ensure  patrolmen  dropping  in  once  in  awhile, 
with  the  consequent  added  protection  to  the 
many  residents  of  the  neighborhood  and  the 
children  who  make  use  of  the  playground 
facilities. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  suspension  of 
the    rule. 


CENTRAL  CARD  INDEX. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  advise  the  City  Council  as  to  de- 
tailed plans,  if  any,  for  resuming  the  valuable 
central  card  index  by  habitations,  which  work, 
formerly  done  in  the  Statistics  Department 
Starting  in  July,  1932,  Was  abandoned  over  the 
protest  of  the  City  Council  in  December  of 
1934. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  perhaps 
you  db  not  agree  with  me,  but  to  my  way  of 
thinking  this  central  card  index  is  one  of 
the  most  important  works  that  has  been  done 
by  the  City  of  Boston  in  a  good  many  years. 
What  primarily  brought  the  matter  to  my 
mind  is  a  recent  article  in  a  Boston  paper 
with  regard  to  a  new  $3,000  or  $4,000  job  that 
is  being  created  for  some  executive,  to  be 
appended  to  the  Statistics  Department.  The 
central  card  cross  reference  index  system  was 
started  in  the  Statistics  Department  as  the 
result  of  a  City  Council  order,  as  long  ago 
as  July,  1932.  There  were  kept,  when  it 
was  going  full  force,  over  two  million  cards, 
upstairs  in  this  very  building,  with  over  a 
million  cross  references  and  with  colored  tabs, 
so  that  every  adult  of  Boston  was  listed  by 
ward,  precinct  and  street,  it  being  thereby 
possible  at  short  notice  to  ascertain  at  a  given 
residence,  in  a  certain  precinct  and  on  a  given 
street  in  Boston,  whether  or  not  there  was 
a  registered  owner  of  an  automobile  for  that 
home;  whether  there  had  been  hospitalization 
there,  what  the  real  estate  ownership  was, 
whether    there   were   soldiers'    relief   or   welfare 


oases.  In  my  opinion,  that  was  one  of  the 
most  valuable  pieces  of  work  done  in  Boston. 
At  one  time  it  was  carried  on  under  W.  P.  A. 
auspices,  from  July,  1932,  to  the  spring  of 
1934,  and  then  carried  on  for  awhile  by 
E.  R.  A.  At  one  time  there  were  seventy- 
five  men  employed  there.  It  was  done  with- 
out great  cost  to  the  city,  because  I  under- 
stand the  only  expense  to  the  city  was  between 
$1,000  and  $1,200  a  year  for  cards  and  other 
material.  Personally  I  do  not  object  to  the 
proposal  of  the  Mayor  to  again  start  this 
project,  although  I  do  feel  that  we  should 
know  something  about  his  plans  in  the  mat- 
ter, and  whether  this  implies  a  serious  effort 
to  continue  the  work  which  was  once  done 
and  which  was  discontinued  against  our  pro- 
test in  December  of  1934,  and  which  will  now 
mean  picking  up  the  thread  three  years  later 
and  trying  to  fill  the  gap.  But  while,  as  I 
say,  I  realize  the  great  usefulness  of  this 
work  as  it  was  carried  on,  and  as  I  hope  it 
will  now  be  continued,  I  would  like  to  know 
whether  it  implies  something  more  than  the 
appointment  of  a  high  priced  official,  at  per- 
haps $4,000  a  year,  in  the  Statistics  Depart- 
ment, and  whether  it  is  intended  to  carry  it 
on  as  a  government  or  a  welfare  project — 
just  what  the  plan  is  by  which  it  is  proposed 
to  carry  on  this  work,  with  over  a  million 
cards  involved.  I  ask,  therefore,  before  the 
Council  is  requested  to  put  through  an  order 
for  the  appointment  of  some  high-priced  ex- 
ecutive, perhaps  from  the  Mayor's  office  force, 
to  this  position,  what  his  plans  are,  whether 
there  is  an  intention  to  again  start  this  work 
and  carry  it  on  as  it  should  be  carried  on, 
or  whether  it  is  simply  proposed  to  place  in 
this  position  somebody  who  would  like  a  $4,000 
job. 

The   order    was    passed    under    suspension    of 
the    rule. 


INFORMATION     AS     TO     CERTAIN     TAX 
TITLE  PROPERTIES. 

Coun.    WILSON    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  with  reference  to  each  of  the 
following  three  tax  title  properties,  namely, 
392  Commercial  street,  61  Dover  street  and 
27  Cambria  street,  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the   Mayor,    to   advise   the   City    Council: 

(a)  The  date  when  an  offer  was  first  re- 
ceived  for   the   property. 

(6)  The  date  wrhen  letter  was  forwarded 
to  the  Mayor's  office  with  a  requested  order 
for    sale. 

(c)  The  date  when  advices  were  received 
from  the  Mayor's  office  reporting  City  Coun- 
cil  disposition    of   such   order. 

(d)  The  date  when  auction  sale  of  the 
property    was    finally    held. 

(c)      The    gross    price    received. 
(/)      The     total     expense     incurred     incident 
to   any   sale   or   proposed   sale  of   the   property. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  with  reference  to  the 
legal  status  of  any  parcel  of  tax  title  prop- 
erty as  to  which  an  attempted  auction  sale 
has  been  held,  but  where  the  auction  has 
never  been  continued  nor  an  actual  sale  made, 
as  was  the  case  on  auction  sale  advertised 
for  May    11.    1937. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  advise  the  City  Council  as  to  the 
reason  or  reasons  for  the  delay  in  holding 
the  proposed  auction  sale  of  tax  title  properties 
at  392  Commercial  street,  61  Dover  street  and 
27  Cambria  street,  until  May  11  or  May  12, 
1937,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  City 
Council  voted  authority  to  sell  said  properties 
as  long  ago  as  March  1,  1937,  and  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  such  orders  received  the  approval 
of  the  Mayor  as  long  ago  as  March  3,   1937. 

Coun.  WILSON— JMr.  President,  I  think 
the  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  the 
property  owners  and  taxpayers  of  Boston 
will    have   real   reason    for   alarm   at   the   unex- 
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plained  delay  in  the  sale  and  disposition  of 
these  tax  title  [properties.  I  realize  that  very 
likely  some  members  of  the  Council  are  sick 
and  tired  of  hearing  me  on  this  particular 
subject.  I  will  admit,  from  the  point  of  view 
of  results  in  the  Mayor's  office  and  the  office 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings, 
trying  to  get  some  action  upon  these  matters 
is  almost  like  a  voice  crying  in  the  wilderness. 
But  the  fact  remains  that  we  have  over  a 
thousand  parcels  of  real  estate  of  the  City  of 
Boston  that  have  been  sold  for  taxes  and  that 
we  have  gone  to  the  expense  of  putting 
through  the  Land  Court,  and  that  the  Super- 
intendent of  'Public  Buildings  is  in  sole 
charge  of  these  many  parcels ;  that  we  have 
urged  him  time  and  again  to  make  some  real 
effort  to  dispose  of  the  property,  and  that  there 
came  a  time  when,  out  of  996  parcels,  a 
total  of  21  parcels  did  seep  and  leak  through 
to  the  City  'Council  for  disposition,  and  that 
we  were  subjected  to  a  great  deal  of  abuse 
over  the  radio  and  otherwise  because  of  our 
supposed  failure  to  act.  There  has  not  come 
through  up  to  our  last  meetiing,  if  my  memory 
serves  me  correctly,  from  the  Mayor's  office 
a  siingle  order  with  respect  to  these  tax  title 
properties,  .numbering  now  over  a  thousand, 
and  aggregating  a  valuation  of  well  towards 
$2,000,000,  since  as  long  ago  as  November, 
although  the  city  is  sitting  with  these  proper- 
ties in  its  lap,  a  source  of  expense,  with  no 
real  effort  being  made  to  dispose  of  them. 
The  few  that  did  come  to  the  Council,  and  on 
which  action  was  taken,  were  sent  to  the 
Mayor  as  long  ago  as  the  first  of  last  March. 
It  would  be  amusing  to  learn  with  regard  to 
those  few  instances  that  did  come  through 
'from  the  Mayor  as  long  ago  as  the  first  of 
last  March,  and  which  were  sent  back  to  him 
by  us  and  approved  on  March  3, — the  ad- 
vertising, however,  not  being  made  for  over 
two  months,  as  a  result  of  the  stagnation  in 
the  Mayor's  office, — whether  any  of  the  pros- 
pective bidders  who  might  have  been  in- 
terested at  that  time  are  still  willing  to  bid ; 
whether,  for  example,  a  John  Jones  who 
might  have  been  glad  to  have  bid  on  property 
at  that  time  is  still  walking  around  with 
-  the  money  in  his  pocket,  looking  for  a  chance 
to  bid  some  time  in  the  month  of  May.  I 
would  submit,  therefore,  unless  the  Mayor  or 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  wants 
to  help  Boston  into  the  merry  sea  of  bank- 
ruptcy, whether  lit  might  be  well  for  them  to 
consider  some  device  for  disposing  of  these 
dead  tax  title  properties.  I  hope  and  trust 
■that  when  the  Mayor  returns  to  Boston  from 
the  West  Coast  he  will  give  a  week  or  two 
of  his  time  to  this  matter,  which  appears  to 
me  to  be  of  importance.  An  interesting  legal 
point  also  suggests  itself  to  me,  as  a  con- 
sequence of  which  I  have  introduced  one  of 
these  orders  asking  the  opinion  of  the  Corpo- 
ration Counsel  with  reference  to  the  legal 
status  of  any  parcel  of  tax  title  property  as 
to  which  an  attempted  auction  sale  has  been 
held,  but  where  the  auction  has  never  been 
continued  nor  an  actual  sale  made.  Taking, 
for  instance,  the  case  of  the  auction  sale 
advertised  for  May  11,  more  than  two  months 
after  we  had  passed  the  orders,  and  where 
the  auction  has  not  been  continued  and  an 
actual  sale  has  not  been  made,  if  John  Jones, 
for  example,  has  made  an  offer  for  a  piece 
of  property,  under  an  upset  price  order,  and 
after  the  expiration  of  weeks  and  months, 
when  our  department  heads  get  around  to  the 
auction  sale,  John  Jones  does  not  show  up, 
having  perhaps  got  tired,  and  nobody  else 
appears,  what  the  situation  is  in  regard  tfl 
that    tax    title    property. 

The  orders   were  passed   under  suspension   of 
the  rule. 


PROPERTY    AT     767    EAST    FOURTH 
STREET. 

Coun.    WILSON    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,     That  the  Superintendent  of   Public 
Buildings    be     requested,     through     his     Honor 
the    Mayor,    to    advise    the    Oity    Council    with 


reference  to  the  tax  title  property  at  767 
East   Fourth   street.    South   Boston, 

(a)  The  date  of  each  and  every  offer  re- 
ceived   for    such   property. 

(6)      The   amount  of   each   offer   received. 

Passed   under  suspension  of  the   rule. 


REIMBURSEMENT      OF      RENTALS 
ILLEGALLY    COLLECTED. 

Coun.    WILSON    offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  in  detail  what  steps, 
if  any,  have  been  taken  in  prosecutions  for 
reimbursement  of  rentals  illegally  collected 
by  individuals  from  city-owned  property, 
specifying    in   each   case : 

(a)  The  street  and  street  number  of  the 
parcel    involved. 

(6)  The  present  exact  status  of  each  pro- 
ceeding. 

(c)  The  amount  collected  in  each  case,  if 
any,  especially  with  reference  to  the  tax  title 
property  at  767  East  Fourth  street,  South 
Boston. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  of  course 
this  order  is  somewhat  along  the  same  line 
as  the  previous  orders  upon  which  I  have 
just  spoken.  It  is  practically  a  repetition  of 
earlier  orders  passed  by  the  Body  requesting 
such  information  from  the  Mayor  and  from 
the  Corporation  Counsel.  I  don't  want  to 
seem  too  persistent  or  too  stubborn,  but  it  is 
very  apparent  that  the  Law  Department  and 
the  Mayor's  office  are  not  interested  in  those 
cases  where  former  owners  or  persons  who 
were  never  owners  of  the  property  have  col- 
lected rentals  on  City  of  Boston  properties, 
'whether  important  or  unimportant,  long  after 
the  title  had  passed  to  the  City  of  Boston. 
I  have  in  mind,  particularly,  the  piece  of 
property  in  South  Boston  to  which  I  have 
referred,  at  767  East  Fourth  street,  and  I 
would  certainly  like  to  have  the  Corporation 
Counsel  and  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  give  us  some  information  in  regard 
to  properties  where  this  sort  of  thing  has 
been  taking  place.  The  information  I  have  re- 
ceived is  that  for  a  period  of  at  least  eleven 
months,  to  the  tune  of  $40  a  month,  some- 
body without  any  authority  whatever  has 
collected  rental  from  that  particular  piece 
of  property  in  South  Boston.  That  is  only 
one  outstanding  instance.  I  was  under  the 
impression  that  the  Oity  of  Boston  was  hard 
up.  I  was  under  the  impression  that  when 
any  city  or  any  business  corporation  started 
in  borrowing  money  to  pay  current  expenses 
that  corporation  or  that  city  was  broke.  If 
we  are  hard  up,  one  thing  we  should  at  least 
do  is  salvage  what  few '  assets  we  have  re- 
maining— for  instance,  rentals  on  tax  title 
property  which  is  the  property  of  the  City 
of    Boston. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


MAKING    STRANDWAY    ONE-WAY 
STREET. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  and  GEORGE  A.  MUR- 
RAY offered   the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  and  Park  Com- 
missions be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  confer  as  to  the  advisability  of 
making  the  Strandway  and  that  part  of 
Columbia  road  running  parallel  to  the  Strand- 
way  one-way  streets  durimg  the  summer 
months. 

Passed   under  suspension   of   the   rule. 


SALARIES    OF    ASSESSORS. 

Coun.  FINLEY— Mr.  President,  I  believe 
a  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order  looking 
to  the  acceptance  of  a  legislative  bill  establish- 
ing salaries  of  assessors  other  than  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  at  $6,000  instead  of  $5,000, 


226 


CITY     COUNCIL. 


received  (by  us  on  Aipril  26,  was  referred  to 
the  Executive  Committee.  It  as  an  important 
matter,  and  no  action  has  yet  been  taken. 
When  we  adjourn  today  it  will  be  for  tlwo 
weeks,  and  1  think  this  is  a  matter  that  should 
be  acted  uipon  at  once.  I  now  move  that  the 
rule  be  suspended,  that  we  withdraw  the 
matter  from  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
that   'we   act    upon    it   at   this    time. 

President  .FITZGERALD — Councilor  Finley 
moves  that  the  rule  be  suspended  and  that  the 
matter  referred  to,  relating  to  the  salaries  of 
assessors,  Ibe  taken  from  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  acted   upon. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  in  What 
manner    will    the    matter    come    before    us? 

President  FITZGERALD — The  question  will 
be  on  acceptance  of  an  act  passed  by  the 
Legislature  this  year  relative  to  the  salaries  of 
the  principal  assessors   of   the   City   of   Boston. 

Coun.  AGNEW— Mr.  President,  can't  that 
be  considered  at  the  next  meeting,  inasmuch 
as  we  have  had  our  executive  meeting  today 
and  a  .number  of  the  members  of  the  Body 
have  left?  Should  not  the  absent  members 
be  given  a  chance  to  discuss  this?  What  is  the 
motion  before  us   now? 

President  FITZGERALD— A  motion  to 
suspend  the  rule  and  withdraw  the  order  ac- 
cepting the  act  from  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

The  rule  'was  declared  suspended  by  a  ris- 
ing vote,  and  the  Council  voted  to  recall  the 
order    from   the    Executive    Committee. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order,   as    follows : 

Ordered,  That  Chapter  190  of  the  Acts  of 
1937,  entitled  an  Act  (relative  to  the  Salaries 
of  the  Principal  Assessors  of  the  City  of 
Boston  be,  and  hereby   is,   accepted. 

Coun.  FINLEY — Mr.  President,  I  have  been 
asked  by  business  men  to  have  this  matter 
taken  up  and  acted  upon  at  this  particular 
time,  and  I  wish  to  state  my  reasons.  This  is 
a  matter  that  has  come  to  us  from  the  Massa- 
chusetts Legislature,  which  approved  of  this 
particular  (bill,  increasing  the  salaries  of  the 
two  principal  assessors  by  $1,000.  It  has  lain 
dormant  here  for  some  time  and  I  think  it 
is  about  time  that  we  expressed  our  approval 
or  disapproval.  We  are  now  going  to  adjourn 
for  two  weeks,  which  will  mean  that  much 
more  delay.  I  think  it  would  be  better  for  all 
concerned  for  os  to  act  with  dispatch  upon 
the  matter  and  have  it  over  with.  I  favor 
the  bill,  favor  the  increase  for  these  two  as- 
sessors, believing  that  a  man  is  worthy  of 
his  hire,  particularly  men  of  such  ability  as 
those  serving  us  in  this  capacity  in  the  As- 
sessing Department  of  the  city  today.  The 
volume  of  work  in  the  department  has  increased 
to  such  an  extent  that  I  feel  that  these  men 
are  entitled  to  adequate  compensation,  and  I 
don't  feel  that  they  will  be  over-paid  when 
they  receive  a  salary  of  $6,000.  I  would  like 
to  see  the  matter  disposed  of  today. 

Co-un.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, when  we  are  discussing  the  question  of 
increasing  salaries  of  well-paid  heads  of  de- 
partments, I  think  we  should  have  in  mind 
the  very  meager  salaries,  the.  few  dollars  per 
week,  being  paid  to  many  of  our  library 
employees,  for  instance.  In  spite  of  the  very 
low  salaries  received  by  many  of  such  em- 
ployees in  the  Library  and  other  departments 
of  the  city,  we  now  have  this  message  from 
the  Mayor  asking  that  there  be  an  increase 
of  $1,000  per  year  to  men  already  receiving 
$5,000.  I  believe  this  is  a  matter  that,  at 
least,  deserves  a  li'tltle  thought  and  considera- 
tion. I  would  move,  therefore,  that  we  post- 
pone  action    upon    the   matter    for    two    weeks. 

Coun.  Fitzgerald's  motion  was  lost.  Coun. 
FITZGERALD  doubted  ifche  vote  and  asked  for 
the   yeas    and   mays. 

The  motion  to  postpone  action  for  two 
weeks  was   lost,   yeas   3,   nays   9 : 

Yeas — Ooun.  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Kerrigan, 
McGralth— 3. 


Niavs — Coun.  Doherty,  Finley,  John  I.  Fitz- 
gerald, Gallagher,  Harris,  Peter  A.  Murray, 
Rosenberg,      Selvitella,      Shartituck — '9. 

The  Council  passed  the  order  accepting  chap- 
ter  190  of  the   Acts   of   1937,   yeas   10,   nays   2: 

Yeas — Coun.  Doherty,  FinJey,  John  I.  Fitz- 
gerald, Gallagher,  Harris,  McGrath,  Peter  A. 
Murray,    Rosenberg,    Selvjtella,    Shattuck — 10. 

Nays — Coun.     Kerrigan,     Norton — 2. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  brief  statement. 
The  order  that  has  just  been  passed  relates 
to  an  increase  of  salary  of  two  of  the  prin- 
cipal assessors  from  $5,000  to  $6,000  a  year? 
Two  men  getting  $5,000  a  year  are  now  to 
be  raised  to  $6,000?  Is  that  the  purport  of 
this    bill? 

President     FITZGERALD— Yes. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  when  we 
realize  that  a  third  of  the  population  of  Bos- 
ton is  out  of  work,  I  feel  that  officials  of  the 
city  who  are  getting  $5,000  a  year  are  getting 
enough. 


THE   NEXT    MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  GALLAGHER  it  was 
voted  that  when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to 
meet   on   Monday,   June   7,   1937,   at   2   p.  m. 


CHANGE  OF  BOSTON  TEACHERS 
COLLEGE 

Coun.    NORTON    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider 
the  advisability  of  requesting  from  the  Boston 
School  Committee  to  consider  the  matter  of 
changing  the  Boston  Teachers  College  into  a 
regular  college  provided  the  present  set-up 
is   to   be  continued. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President  under  the 
present  set-up  of  the  Teachers  College  the  city 
is  spending  almost  a  quarter  of  a  million  dol- 
lars per  year.  We  are  preparing  girls  for 
teaching,  when  there  are  no  teachers'  jobs 
and  will  be  none.  There  are  a  thousand  girls 
on  the  reserve  list  now  who  cannot  expect 
to  get  a  teaching  job,  and  in  the  meantime 
they  are  working  around  in  restaurants,  stores, 
and  so  on,  in  Boston.  The  fact  is  that 
teachers'  positions  are  not  available.  Wny 
not,  therefore,  turn  the  Teachers  College  into 
a  regular  college  and  give  the  students 
the  benefit  of  a  regular  college  course? 
If  we  must  continue  the  Teachers  College,  it 
seems  to  me  that  would  be  the  best  thing  to 
do. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the    rule. 


STRAIGHTENING    OF    RIVER    STREET. 

Coun.    NORTON    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  partially  straightening 
out  Rival-  street,  around  the  Mill  Pond,  Read- 
ville.    Ward    IS. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the   rule. 


AUGUSTUS     AVENUE,     WARD     IS. 
Coun.    NORTON    offered    the    following: 
Ordered    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    con- 
sider   the    advisability    of    laying   out    Augustus 
avenue,    Ward    18. 

Passed   under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


Adjourned  at  3.26  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
GALLAGHER,  to  meet  on  Monday,  June  7, 
1937,    at    2    p.    m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday   June   7,    1937. 
Regular   meeting  of  the   City   Council   in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,   at  2   p.  m.,  Presi- 
dent    FITZGERALD     in     the     chair.     Absent, 
Coun.    Roberts    and   Rosenberg. 


JURORS  DRAWN. 
Jurors  -were  drawn,  Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZ- 
GERALD    presiding     in     the    absence    of    the 
Mayor,    as    follows : 

Twenty-two  Grand  Jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,   to   appear   July   6,    1937 : 

Matthew  J.  Green,  Ward  2 ;  Edward  T. 
Nelson,  Ward  :3 ;  Walter  E.  Milbury,  Ward 
10 ;  Harry  Haynes,  Ward  11 ;  Harold  G. 
Scudder,  Ward  13  ;  Abraham  A.  Aisner,  Ward 
14 ;  George  Greenbaum,  Ward  14 ;  Irving 
Ho>nigsberg,  Ward  14 ;  Ernest  Kohler,  Ward 
14 ;  John  'B.  Barry,  Ward  16 ;  William  H. 
O'Toole,  Ward  16 ;  Arthur  H.  Lannon,  Ward 
18 ;  Walter  Sutherland,  Ward  18 ;  Peter  A. 
Bernazzani,  Ward  19 ;  Francis  C.  Cassidy, 
Ward  19  ;  Basil  B.  Davison,  Ward  19  ;  William 
J.  Hannon,  Ward  19 ;  William  E.  Riker, 
Ward  19;  Walter  H.  Chalmers,  Ward  2.0; 
John  T.  Chambers,  Ward  20  ;  Irving  Olsen, 
Ward  20  ;  Joseph  G.  Waxman,  Ward  21. 

Sixty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,    to  appear   July    6,   1937 : 

Philip  Amico,  Jr.,  Ward  1;  Henry  V. 
Demontreaux,  Ward  1 ;  Anthony  Testa,  Ward 
1 ;  John  Connolly,  Ward  2 ;  Patrick  J.  Gal- 
lagher, Ward  2 ;  William  P.  Hodnett,  Ward 
2 ;  William  F.  Leahy,  Ward  2 ;  Hugh  F. 
Murphy,  Ward  2  ;  Ervin  F.  Cole,  Ward  8 ; 
Wilber  S.  West,  Ward  3  ;  Charles  J.  Carey, 
Ward  4  ;  Edward  J.  Morris,  Ward  4  ;  James  J. 
O'Brien,  Ward  4 ;  Gustaf  Bergman,  Ward  5 ; 
Thomas  P.  Travers,  Ward  5  ;  Dennis  A.  Minton, 
Ward  6 ;  George  H.  Doane,  Ward  7 ;  Joseph 
T.  Mahoney,  Ward  7  ;  Edward  J.  Barry,  Ward 
8;  William  E.  Dunn,  Ward  8;  Frank  J. 
Feeney,  Ward  8 ;  Maurice  P.  Dwyer,  Ward 
9 ;  Charles  O.  Ridge,  Ward  9 ;  Frederick  E. 
Brooks,  Jr.,  Ward  11  ;  George  J.  Carter, 
Ward  12  ;  Jesse  A.  Phinney,  Ward  12  ;  Frank 
R.  Albert,  Ward  13 ;  Frederick  H.  Frost, 
Ward  13 ;  James  E.  Hogan,  Ward  13 ;  Ernest 
O.  McLean,  Ward  13 ;  John  M.  Smith,  Ward 
13  ;  John  B.  Duibin,  Ward  14  ;  Cyril  J.  Newton, 
Ward  14 ;  Jeremiah  E.  Callahan,  Ward  16 ; 
Henry  J.  Driscold,  Ward  16:  John  J.  Duffley, 
Ward  16;  Thomas  F.  Stanton,  Ward  16; 
Francis  A.  Dowd,  Jr.,  Ward  17  ;  Charles  J. 
Lamb,  Ward  17;  Alexander  L.  Rose,  Ward 
17 ;  George  S.  Winsor,  Ward  17 ;  Herbert  C. 
Hewes,  Ward  18 ;  LeRoy  C.  Hodge,  Ward  18  ; 
Louis  H.  Perry,  Ward  18 ;  Daniel  McL. 
Huntley,  Ward  19 ;  William  H.  Taylor,  Ward 
19 ;  Walter  A.  DeWire,  Ward  20 ;  James  P. 
Ford,  Ward  20 ;  Harold  E.  Jacobson,  Ward 
20 ;  Charles  F.  Mahoney,  Ward  20 :  Charles 
W.  Osborne,  Ward  20;  Sumner  P.  Hamilton, 
Ward  21  :  Morris  D.  Marshall,  Ward  21 ; 
Bertram  Pennell,  Ward  21  ;  Howard  E.  Web- 
ster, Ward  21  ;  Maurice  Aucoin,  Ward  22 ; 
Owen  Carrigan,  Ward  22  ;  James  Coleman, 
Ward  22;  James  A.  Connolly,  Ward  22;  Wil- 
fred  J.    Graham,   Ward   22. 


Coun.    GALLAGHER    in    the   chair. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council  the 
Mayor   submitted   the   following   appointments : 

Constables  for  the  term  ending  April  30, 
1938,    authorized    to    serve    civil    process    upon 


riling  bond :  Clarence  L.  Baker,  53  Humboldt 
avenue,  Roxbury,  Mass.  ;  iHoward  E.  Giroux, 
63  Baldwin  street,  Charlestown,  Mass.  ;  John 
Leventhal,  9  Laredo  street,  Roxbury,  Mass. ; 
Oscar  Gould  Ridlon,  87  Roxbury  street,  Rox- 
bury, Mass. ;  Jeremiah  J.  Flynn,  14  Wrentham 
street,  Dorchester,  Mass.  ;  Samuel  Tarle,  360 
Walnut  avenue,  Roxbury,  Mass.  ;  Lewis  Gil- 
bert, 31  Brunswick  street,  Roxbury,  Mass. ; 
Francis  W.  Gildea  22  Francis  street,  Rox- 
bury, Mass.  ;  Michael  J.  Clifford,  14  Isabella 
street,  Boston,  Mass. ;  Charles  P.  Dunlap,  24 
Wyman  street,  Roxbury  Mass. ;  Philip  E. 
Lieberman,   27    McLean   street,    Boston. 

Weighers  of  Coal:  Ethel  Slwartz,  1313 
Columbus  avenue,  Roxbury,  Mass.  ;  William  B. 
Powers,  287  Bellevue  street.  West  Roxbury, 
Mass. ;  Herbert  L.  Baron,  79  Grovers  avenue, 
Winthrop,  Mass. ;  Antonio  Dascoli,  96  Everett 
street  East  Boston,  Mass. ;  Louis  A.  Cohen,  61 
Norwell  street,  Dorchester,  Mass. ;  Robert 
Levine,  61  Norwell  street,  Dorchester,  Mass. ; 
Thomas  Joseph  Smith,  61  Norwell  street,  Dor- 
chester, Mass. ;  William  Huburt  Derwin,  61 
Norwell    street,    Dorchester,    Mass. 

Weighers  of  Goods :  Edmund  Cusack,  22 
Coolidge  road,  Allston,  Mass.  ;  R.  F.  Coyne, 
1500  Centre  street,  Roslindale,  Mass. ;  David 
T.  Kirbey,  116  West  Canton  street,  Boston ; 
Bolton    R.   Hill,   792   Tremont  street,    Boston. 

Severally  laid   over  a   week   under  the  law. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  BUDGET 
APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  following  was   received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  7,  1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  supplemen- 
tary budget  appropriations  for  various  city, 
county,  and  income  departments  totaling 
$74,934.10.  These  recommendations  are  oc- 
casioned by  recent  developments  and  the  in- 
dividual items  concerned  have  not  been  con- 
sidered previously  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
They  represent,  m  my  opinion,  requirements 
of  a  more  or  less  mandatory  nature,  and  will, 
I    believe,    meet    with    your   approval. 

The  most  important  items  in  this  supple- 
mentary  budget    are    as    follows: 

City  Documents,  $5,000. 
This  supplementary  appropriation  is  re- 
quired to  meet  the  cost  of  the  biennial  print- 
ing of  the  list  of  Officials  and  Employees  of 
the  City  of  Boston  and  Suffolk  County.  At 
the  time  of  the  submission  of  the  original 
budget  legislation  was  pending  which,  jif 
enacted,  would  have  relieved  the  city  of  the 
necessity  of  the  printing  of  this  document. 
Failure  of  the  Legislature  to  adopt  this  legisla- 
tion   makes  the   printing   this   year   mandatory. 

Election  Department,  $1,368. 
The  supplementary  appropriations  recom- 
mended under  this  department  are  required  to 
meet  the  costs  of  the  special  election  made 
necessary  in  Ward  9  by  the  death  of  the 
late  Councilor  Gleason.  This  election  took 
place  after  the  budget  had  been  submitted  to 
your  Honorable  Body,  with  the  result  that 
no  provision  was  included  therein  for  this 
special    function. 

Park  Department,  $15,536.66. 
This  appropriation  is  recommended  in  order 
to  provide  additional  personnel  at  the  Airport 
and  the  George  Wright  Golf  Course,  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  chairman  of  the  Park 
Commissioners,  is  absolutely  required  for  the 
proper  maintenance  of  these  two  divisions 
of  the  department.  The  George  Wright  Golf 
Course  will  be  opened  during  the  month  of 
July,  and  the  additional  personnel  requested 
would  seem  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to 
care  for  the  grounds,  clubhouse,  fairways, 
greens,  etc.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  revenues 
received  from  those  who  use  this  course  will 
tend  to  offset  this  additional  expense.  At  the 
Airport  activities  have  increased  over  300 
per   cent   in   nine   months,   and   the  employment 
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of  additional  laborers  is  absolutely  essential 
in  order  to  keep  the  grounds  at  the  Airport 
in    proper    condition. 

QPiark  Department,  Cemetery  Division,  $7,900. 
This  appropriation  will  provide  for  the 
employment  of  ten  additional  laborers  in  the 
various  cemeteries  owned  and  operated  by 
the  city.  Up  to  the  present  time  the  perpetual 
care  of  graves  in  these  cemeteries  has  been 
provided  for  through  the  interest  received  from 
moneys  paid  to  the  city  for  perpetual  care  by 
the  owners  of  cemetery  lots.  Last  year  the 
income  from  this  special  fund  was  818,829.65. 
It  is  evident  from  recent  developments  that 
this  income  is  not  large  enough  to  guarantee 
perpetual  care,  and  that,  therefore,  income 
must  ibe  supplemented  'by  an  appropriation 
within  the  tax  levy.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Park  Department  the  addi- 
tional laborers  provided  will  help  to  solve  the 
existing   problem. 

Public  Works  Department,  Bridge  Division, 
$  16,400. 
Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  367  of  the 
Acts  of  1936  a  forty-eight  hour  week  was  es- 
tablished for  persons  employed  as  laborers 
workmen  and  mechanics.  Under  an  opinion 
rendered  by  the  Corporation  Counsel,  second 
assistant    drawtenders    in    the    Bridge    Division 


come  within  the  provisions  of  this  legislation. 
Up  to  the  present  time  they  have  worked 
fifty-six  hours  a  week,  but  now  this  period 
must  be  reduced  to  forty-eight.  This  can  only 
be  done  by  the  employment  of  sixteen  addi- 
tional second  assistant  drawtenders,  and  the 
appropriation  herein  recommended  is  provided 
for   this   purpose. 

Probation    Officers,    District    Courts. 

It  was  provided  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  186  of  the  Acts  of  1937  that  salaries 
of  probation  officers  in  the  several  District 
Courts  were  to  be  established  by  the  justice 
of  the  several  courts,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  administrative  committee  of  the  District 
Courts.  The  Budget  Commissioner  has  been 
notified  of  the  action  taken  in  certain  courts, 
and  the  appropriations  included  in  this  sup- 
plementary budget  are  based  on  these  notifi- 
cations. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  today's  meeting 
of  your  Honorable  Body  will  undoubtedly  be 
the  last  at  which  budget  appropriations  may 
be  considered  and  acted  upon,  I  respectfully 
recommend  immediate  consideration  and  adop- 
tion of  the  accompanying  appropriation  and 
tax    order. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 


Supplementary  Appropriation  and  Tax  Order  for  the  Financial  Year  1937. 
Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses  payable  during  the  financial  year  beginning  with  the  first 
day  of  January,  1937,  for  performing  the  duties  and  exercising  the  powers  devolved  by  statue  or  ordinance, 
or  by  vote  of  the  City  Council  during  the  year,  upon  the  City  of  Boston  or  County  of  Suffolk  or  the  depart- 
ments or  officers  thereof,  the  respective  sums  of  money  specified  in  the  tables  and  schedules  hereinafter 
set  out  be,  and  the  same  are,  hereby  appropriated  for  the  several  departments  and  for  the  objects  and 
purposes  hereinafter  stated,  that  the  same  be  raised  by  taxation  to  the  amount  of  868,794.85  upon  the  polls 
and  estates  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  that  all  orders  heretofore  passed  by  the  City  Council  relating  to  appro- 
priations and  taxes  and  the  interest  thereon  apply  to  the  taxes  herein  provided  for. 


B.     Contractual  Services. 


CITY   OF   BOSTON". 
City  Documents. 


Personal  Service 

2.     Temporary  employees. 
Contractual  Service 


Election  Department. 


?  1.1152  00 


S5.000  00 


SI, 162  00 


Special  Items. 


Hospital  Department. 
Sanatorium  Division. 


Park  Department. 

A.     Personal  Service 

I.     Permanent  employees: 

Greenkeeper,  assistant,  1  (2)  at  S2.200 

Laborers,  mechanics,  etc..  345  (3621  at  830  per  week. 

Matrons,  pianists,  etc.,  129  (131)  at  822  per  week.  .  . 

F.     Pensions  and  Special  Items 


206 

00 

$1,368  00 

S4.500 

00 

S16.397 

41 

SI, 100  00 
13,292  66 

1,144  00 
S60  75 


A.     Personal  Service. 


Cemetery  Division. 


S7.900  00 


1.     Permanent  employees: 

Laborers,  etc.,  46  (56)  at  S30  per  week. 


S7.900  00 


Police  Department. 
D.     Supplies S10.000  00 


Public  Works  Department. 

Bridge  Sen-ice. 

A.     Personal  Service S16.400  00 


1.  Permanent  employees: 

Drawtenders,  assistant,  93  (109)  at  SI. 700 S16.000  00 

2.  Temporary  employees 400  00 


D.     Supplies . 


Sinking  Funds  Department. 


$150  00 


COUNTY   OF   SUFFOLK. 
East  Boston  District  Court. 


A.     Personal  Service. 


$233  34 


1.     Permanent  employees: 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,900  ($3,300) . 


$233  34 
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Municipal  Court,  South  Boston  District. 

A.     Personal  Service $1,779   18 

1.     Permanent  employees:  ~~ 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,500  ($3,500) $583  34 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,000  ($2,750) 437  50 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,000  ($2,500) > 291  67 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $1,700  ($2,500) , 466  67 

Municipal  Court,  Roxbury  District. 
A.     Personal  Service $2,391  91 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

Probation  officer,  chief,  1  at  $3,500  ($4,300) $466  67 

Probation  officer,  assistant  chief,  1  at  $3,000  ($3,400) 233  34 

Probation  officers,  6  (5)  at  $2,800  ($3,200) 1,166  90 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,800  ($3,100) 175  00 

Probation  officers,  (female),  2  at  $2,500  ($2,800) 350  00 

Municipal  Court,  West  Roxbury  District. 
A.     Personal  Service $1,275  00 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

Court  officers,  2  (3)  at  $1,800  to  $2,400 $975  00 

Probation  officers,  2  at  $2,500  ($2,800) 300  00 

Municipal  Court,  Brighton  District. 
A.     Personal  Service $233  34 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

Probation  officer,  chief,  1  at  $2,400  ($2,600) $1 16  67 

Probation  officer  (female),  1  at  $1,500  ($1,700) 1 16  67 

Boston  Juvenile  Court. 
A.     Personal  Service $700  00 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

Probation  officer,  chief,  1  at  $2,900  ($3,300) $233  33 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,600  ($2,900) 175  00 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,500  ($2,700) 116  67 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,300,  ($2,600) : 175  00 

District  Court  of  Chelsea. 
A.     Personal  Service ,'. $466  67 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

Probation  officer,  chief,  1  at  $2,700  ($3,000) $175  00 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,200  ($2,500) 175  00 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $1,800  ($2,000) .    116  67 

REVENUE   DEPARTMENTS. 

Public  Works  Department. 

Water  Service. 

A.     Personal  Service $7,000  00 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

Emergencymen,  42  (49)  at  $5  to  $6  per  day $7,000  00 


Chairman  GALLAGHER— As  this  is  the  last 
opportunity  to  consider  appropriations  before  the 
determination  of  the  tax  rate,  the  Chair  will  refer 
the  matter  to  the  Executive  Committee,  rather 
than  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  unless 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
has  some  objection. 

Coun.  AGNEW— That  is  all  right,  Mr. 
President . 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 


SUPPLEMENTARY   BUDGET,   W.   P.  A. 
PROJECTS. 

The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office   of    the   Mayor,    June    1,    1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  a  budget 
providing  for  supplementary  requirements 
of  ten  city  departments  for  expenses  incidental 
to  the  conduct  of  W.  P.  A.  projects.  The 
recommendations  contained  in  this  budget  to- 
tal $346,950  wihic'h,  when  added  to  appropria-' 
tions  already  approved  by  your  Honorable 
Body  for  W.  P.  A.  project  expenses  in  various 
city  departments,  makes  a  total  allotment  to 
date  for  this  type  of  expenditure  of  $1,000,000. 

Under  date  of  May  24,  1937,  your  Honorable 
Body  approved- a  loan  of  $1,000,000  to  be  issued 
under  authority  of  the  provisions  of  chapter 
107  of  the  Acts  of  1937  for  W.  P.  A.  project 
expenses.  The  supplementary  appropriations 
recommended  in  the  budget  submitted  here- 
with   will   be    met    from    the    proceeds    of    this 


loan,  and  consequently  will  not  be  included 
within  the  tax  rate.  I.n  order  to  indicate  the 
distribution  of  the  original  and  supplementary 
budget  recommendations  covering  W.  P.  A. 
project  expenses,  I  submit  the  attached  table 
which  is  marked  Exhibit  A.  I  respectfully 
recommend  adoption  of  the  accompanying 
appropriation   and  tax   order. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
payable  during  the  financial  year  beginning 
with  the  first  day  of  January,  1937.  for  per- 
forming the  duties  and  exercising  the  powers 
devolved  by  statute  or  ordinance,  or  by  vote  of 
the  City  Council  during  the  year  on  the 
City  of  Boston  or  County  of  Suffolk,  or  the 
departments  or  officers  thereof,  the  respective 
siums  of  money  specified  in  the  tables  herein- 
after set  forth  be,  and  the  same  are,  hereby 
appropriated  for  the  departments  and  for 
the  objects  and   purposes  hereinafter  stated. 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriations  herein- 
after specified  be  met  from  the  proceeds  of  a 
loan  of  $1,000,000  approved  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil under  date  of  May  24,  1937,  as  authorized 
under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  107  of  the 
Acts   of    1937. 

Assessing   Department. 
H.    Relief    Projects .$500  00 

Auditing  Department. 
H.     Relief     Projects |850  no 
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Boston    Traffic   Commission. 
H.    Relief   Projects .$1,000  00 

Hospital  Department. 
H.   Relief   Projects .$35,000   00 

Sanatorium   Divisdon. 
H.     Relief     Projects ..$15,000   00 

Library    Department. 
H.    Relief    Projects .$40,000  00 

Park    Department. 
H.    Relief    Projects $100,000  00 


Public    Buildings    Department. 
H.    Relief    Projects .$40,000  00 

Public  Welfare  Department. 

Central  Office. 

H.   Relief   Projects $40,000  00 

Public   Works   Department. 

Paving  Service. 

H.     Relief    Projects $75,000  00 

Soldiers'     Relief    Department. 
H.    Relief    Projects $100  00 


EXHIBIT   A. 
Summary  of  W.  P.  A.  Project  Appropriations. 


Department. 

Original 
Budget. 

Supplementary 
Budget. 

Total. 

81,500  00 
400  00 

4,000  00 

3,000  00 
15,000  00 

7,500  00 
10,000  00 

4,000  00 
05,000  00 

$500  00 

350  00 

1.000  00 

$2,000  00 

750  00 

5,000  00 

3,000  00 

15,000  00 

7,500  00 

Fire 

10,000  00 

Health 

4,000  00 

35.000  00 
15,000  00 

100  000  00 

15,000  00 

Institutions: 

18,000  00 
1,750  00 
50,000  00 
195,000  00 
18,000  00 
60,000  00 

40,000  00 

100,000  00 

30,000  00 

1,000  00 

15,000  00 

200  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

11,500  00 

200  00 

18,000  00 

1,750  00 

40,000  00 
100,000  00 

90,000  00 

Park 

295,000  00 

1S.000  00 

Public  Buildings 

40,000  00 
40,000  00 
75,000  00 

100.000  00 

Public  Welfare: 

Central  Office 

S0.000  00 

Public  Works; 

175,000  00 

30,000  00 

1,000  00 

15,000  00 

100  00 

300  00 

Statistics 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

11,500  00 

Treasury 

200  00 

$653,050  00 

.$346,950  00 

$1,000,000  00 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 
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APPROPRIATION     FOR     MUNICIPAL 
EMPLOYMENT   BUREAU. 

The   following  w'as   received : 

Oi'ty  of   Boston, 
Office  olf   the  Mayor,   June   4,    1937. 
To  fhe  Oity   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  the  Director  of 
the  Municipal  Employment  Bureau  that  the 
appropriation  authorized  for  the  running  ex- 
penses of  the  Bureau  'will  be  exhausted  on  or 
about   the   end   of    three   weeks. 

In  my  opinion  the  Bureau  is  doing  a  worth- 
while work  and  in  order  that  it  may  continue 
I  submit  herewith  an  order  providing  for  a 
further  allotment  from  the  Reserve  Fund  of 
$10,000. 

I    respectfully    recommend    adoption    by    your 
Honorable   Body   of  the  accompanying   order. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $10,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  transferred  from  the  appropriation 
for  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for 
Muncipal  Employment  Bureau,  to  be  expended 
by  said  Bureau,  under  the  direction  of  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of  its 
duties. 

Referred   to   the  Executive   Committee. 


TRAFFIC    DEPARTMENT    BUDGET. 

The  following  was   received : 

Oity  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   June  3,  1937. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I   am   inclosing  herewith  a  letter 
from   the   Traffic  Gommissioner   relative   to   the 
budget  requirements  of  the  Traffic  Department 
for    1937,   for   your   consideration. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,   Mayor. 

Gity  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,   June  2,   1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — Budget    item    C-17,    for    General 
Plant    Equipment,   and   Item   E-13,   for   General 


Plant  Materials,  contain  the  funds  which 
furnish  the  life  blood  of  this  department  and 
without  which   it  cannot  function. 

Necessary  expenditures  have  practically  de- 
pleted the  allowance  in  these  two  items.  There 
is  a  balance  of  $92.75  available  in  C-<17,  and 
$345.48  in  E-13.  'Requisitions  for  necessary 
materials  and  equipment  to  be  charged  to 
these  items  have  been  returned  to  this  depart- 
ment from  the  auditor's  office  because  of  in- 
sufficient  funds. 

I  respectfully  advise  that  it  is  vitally  neces- 
sary that  each  of  these  budget  items  receive 
supplementary  allowances  in  the  amount  of 
$3,500,   a   total   of   $7,000. 

This  commission  is  committed,  in  accordance 
with  orders  from  the  Massachusetts  Depart- 
ment of  Public  [Worlcs,  to  majke  certain 
mechanical  changes  in  existing  traffic  signal 
mechanisms  in  order  that  they  may  conform 
with  the  National  Standards  to  which  this 
state  subscribes.  The  amount  necessary  to 
effect  these  changes  is  estimated  at  $5,700. 
The  balance  available  in  Budget  item  B-39, 
against  which  the  expenditure  would  be 
charged,  is  $2,906,715.  ,  I  respectfully  request 
that  this  item  be  strengthened  in  the  amount 
of   $3,000. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Referred    to     Executive    Committee. 


BIDS     ON     GAIRBAGE     ClONTRiACTIS, 
DORCHESTER    DISTRICT. 
The  following  was   received : 

Gity  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  7,   1937. 
To  the   Gity  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
relative  to  your  order  of  May  10,  1937,  con- 
cerning bids  on  garbage  contracts  for  the 
Dorchester  district  from  1928  to  1937  and  bid 
checks  on  garbage  contracts  for  the  entire  city 
for  the  same  period. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.  Mansfield,   Mayor. 


City*of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  June  5,  1937. 
Mr.  John  F.  Gilmore,  Jr., 
Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, —  I  return  herewithjinformation  requested  by  the  City  Council  order  of  May  10,  1937,  relative 
to  the  Dorchester  garbage  contract. 


Year. 


Low  Bidder. 


1928 

1929 

*  1930 

t  1931 

1932 
1933 
J  1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 


Coleman  Brothers,  Inc. 

Coleman  Brothers,  Inc 

Thomas  Joseph  McCue 

Thomas  Joseph  McCue{p[^|  \ 

Coleman  Brothers,  Inc 

Coleman  Brothers,  Inc 

Joseph  P.  McCabe 

Marinucci  Brothers  &  Co 

Joseph  P.  McCabe,  Inc 

Dooley  Brothers,  Inc ,  .  . 


Bid  Per  Month 


$17,800  00 

17,290  00 

19,000  00 

19,000  00 
18,495  00 

16,890  00 

19,413  CO 

16,750  00 

14,950  00 

13,440  00 

12,500  00 


♦Awarded  to  Coleman  Brothers,  Inc.,  second  bidder,  $19,890  per  month. 
t  Awarded  to  Coleman  Brothers,  Inc.,  second  bidder,  Plan  2,  $20,000  per  month, 
t  Awarded  to  Coleman  Brothers,  Inc.,  third  bidder,  $18,480per  month. 

The  only  instance  within  these  ten  years  where  checks  were  not  returned  to  the  bidder  who  was 
awarded  a  contract  but  did  not  enter  into  actual  performance  of  the  contract  was  in  the  case  of  Dooley 
Brothers,  Inc.,  amounting  to  $8,000,  who  was  awarded  the  contract  in  the  Dorchester  District  and  who 
was  unable  to  obtain  a  surety  bond. 

Respectfully  yours, 

E.  M.  Richardson, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 
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LOAN     FOR     AIRPORT     IMPROVEMENTS. 

The   following   was   received: 

City    of    Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    June    1,    1937. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — Under  date  of  May  3,  1937, 
your  Honorable  Body  adopted  an  order  pro- 
viding for  the  acceptance  of  chapter  160  of 
the  Acts  of  1937  entitled,  "An  Act  Providing 
for  an  extension  of  the  Period  Within  Which 
the  City  of  Boston  May  Borrow  Money  for 
Airport  Purposes."  Under  the  provisions  of 
this  act  the  city  is  authorized  to  borrow  an 
amount  not  exceeding  $220,000  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  improvements  now  under  way 
at  the  East  Boston  Airport.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Commissioners 
the  entire  amount  authorized  will  be  needed. 
I  accordingly  submit  herewith  a  loan  order 
providing  for  the  appropriation  of  the  full 
amount  authorized,  and  respectfully  recom- 
mend adoption  of  this  order  by  your  Honorable 
Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 160  of  the  Acts  of  1937,  the  sum  of 
$220,000  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to 
be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park 
Commissioners,  for  Airport  Improvements, 
and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  with  the  consent  of  the  Mayor,  bonds 
or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount,  the  same  to  be  outside  the  statu- 
tory  limit   of    indebtedness. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— The  matter  will 
be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  un- 
less the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
objects.      (No    objection.) 

The  matter  stood  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


PROPOSED   RELEASE  OF  U.   S.  FIDELITY 
&   GUARANTY   COMPANY. 

The    following    was    received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   June  1,   1937. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  submitting  herewith  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  re- 
lating to  a  proposed  release  of  the  United 
States  Fidelity  and  Guaranty  Company  of 
Baltimore,  as  surety  on  a  certain  bond  dated 
March  18,  1914,  upon  which  bond  the  Carnegie 
Steel  Company  is  principal. 

The  letter,  with  the  accompanying  order,  is 
self-explanatory  and  I  respectfully  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  order  hy  your  Honorable 
Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,   Mayor. 

City   of   Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  May  21,   1937. 
To  His   Honor  the  Mayor. 

On  March  18,  1914,  Carnegie  Steel  Company, 
as  principal,  and  the  United  States  Fidelity 
and  Guaranty  Company  of  Baltimore,  as 
surety,  furnished  this  department  with  a  street 
permit   bond    in    the   sum   of    $20,000. 

On  April  24,  1933,  Scully  Steel  Products 
Company,  as  principal,  and  the  Fidelity  and 
Casualty  Company  of  New  York,  as  surety, 
furnished  this  department  with  another  street 
permit  bond  in  the  same  amount. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Carnegie  Steel  Company 
has  transferred  all  of  its  assets  in  the  City 
of  Boston  to  the  said  Scully  Steel  Products 
Company,  which  is  carrying  on  the  business 
formerly  carried  on  by  said  Carnegie  Steel 
Company  in  said  city  and  has  assumed  the 
obligations  of  said  Carnegie  Steel  Company 
relating  to  its  business  in  this  city,  I  respect- 
fully recommend  that  the  accompanying  order, 
approved  as  to  form  by  the  Law  Department, 
be  presented  to  the  City  Council  to  effect  the 
release   desired. 

Respectfully, 
E.   M.   Richardson. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


Whereas,  On  March  18,  1914,  Carnegie  Steel 
Company,  as  principal,  and  the  United  States 
Fidelity  and  Guaranty  Company  of  Baltimore, 
as  surety,  furnished  a  bond  to  the  City  of 
Boston  for  $20,000,  the  condition  of  said  bond 
being :  "that  if  said  Carnegie  Steel  Company 
has  received  or  shall  hereafter  receive,  any  per- 
mit from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to 
occupy,  or  make  an  opening  in,  any  public  way, 
and  shall  faithfully  discharge  and  perform  every 
duty  and  requirement  imposed  by  statute,  or- 
dinance or  regulation  upon  persons  occupying, 
or  making  openings  in,  public  ways,  conform  to 
all  directions  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  relating  to  the  work  done  under  such 
permit,  and  pay  all  expenses  and  damages 
incurred  by  the  city  or  recovered  from  it  by 
reason  of  such  occupation,  opening  or  work, 
the  obligation  shall  become  of  no  effect ;  other- 
wise it  shall  continue  in  full  force,"  which 
bond  was  deemed  satisfactory  by  L.  K.  Rourke, 
Commissioner   of   Public   Works ;   and 

Whereas,  On  April  24,  1933,  Scully  Steel 
Products  Company,  as  principal,  and  the 
Fidelity  and  Casualty  Company  of  New  York, 
as  surety,  furnished  a  bond  to  the  City  of 
Boston  for  $20,000,  the  condition  of  said  bond 
being:  "that  if  Scully  Steel  Products  Company 
has  received  or  shall  hereafter  receive,  any 
permit  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  to  occupy,  or  make  an  opening  in,  any 
public  way,  and  shall  faithfully  discharge  and 
perform  every  duty  and  requirement  imposed 
by  statute,  ordinance  or  regulation  upon 
persons  occupying  or  making  openings  in, 
public  ways,  conform  to  all  directions  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  relating  to  the 
work  done  under  such  permit,  and  pay  all 
expenses  and  damages  incurred  by  the  city  or 
recovered  from  it  by  reason  of  such  occupation, 
opening  or  work,  the  obligation  shall  become 
of  no  effect :  otherwise  it  shall  continue  in 
full  force,"  which  bond  was  deemed  satisfactory 
by  J.  A.  Rourke,  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  ;  and  which  condition  has  been  amended 
by  the  addition  of  the  words  "or  Carnegie 
Steel  Company"  after  the  words  "Scully  Steel 
Products    Company"  ;    and 

Whereas,  The  said  Carnegie  Steel  Company 
has  transferred  all  of  its  assets  in  the  City 
of  Boston  to  said  Scully  Steel  Products  Com- 
pany, which  is  carrying  on  the  business 
formerly  carried  on  by  said  Carnegie  Steel 
Company  in  said  city  and  has  assumed  the 
obligations  of  said  Carnegie  Steel  Company 
relating  to  its  business  in  said  city ;  now, 
therefore, 

Ordered.  That  the  United  States  Fidelity 
and  Guaranty  Company  of  Baltimore,  as 
surety  on  said  first  bond  dated  March  IS,  1914, 
be,  and  hereby  is,  released  from  its  liability 
thereon,  as  of  and  from  the  date  of  the  ap- 
proval of  this  order  by  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of     Boston. 

Referred   to   the   Executive   Committee. 


ORDINANCE    LIMITING    EXTRA    PAY- 
MENTS   TO    TEN    PER    CENT. 
The  following   was   received : 

City   of   Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    June    1,    1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Corporation  Counsel  relative 
to  your  order  of  April  12,  1937,  concernnig 
the  legality  of  a  proposed  ordinance  limiting 
payments  for  extra  work  on  city  contracts  to 
ten   per  cent. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.  Mansfield,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  May  29,   1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 
Dear   Mr.    Mayor, — I   have   received   a   memo- 
randum  from   your  office   with   which   was  sub- 
mitted   a    copy    of    the    following    order    passed 
by   the   City   Council: 
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"Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to 
advise  the  City  Council  as  to  the  legality  of 
a  proposed  ordinance  limiting  payments  for 
extra   work  on  city  contracts  to  ten  per  cent." 

Section  6  of  chapter  266  of  the  Acts  of 
1885  provides,  in   part,  as  follows : 

"The  executive  powers  of  said  city,  and 
all  the  executive  powers  mow  vested  in  the 
board  of  aldermen,  as  such,  as  surveyors  of 
highways,  county  commissioners  or  otherwise, 
shall  be  and  hereby  are  vested  in  the  mayor, 
to  be  exercised  through  the  several  officers  and 
boards  of  the  city  in  their  respective  depart- 
ments, under  his  general  supervision  and  con- 
trol. Such  officers  and  boards  shall,  in  their 
respective  departments,  make  all  necessary 
contracts  for  the  employment  of  labor,  the 
supply  of  materials,  and  the  construction,  alter- 
ation and  repair  of  all  public  works  and 
buildings,  and  have  the  entire  care,  custody 
and  management  of  all  public  works,  institu- 
tions, buildings  and  other  property,  and  the 
direction  and  control  of  all  the  executive  and 
administrative    business    of    said    city.     .     .     ." 

iSection  8  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of 
1909   provides,    in    part,   that: 

"Neither  the  city  council,  nor  any  member 
or  committee,  officer,  or  employee  thereof  shall, 
except  as  otherwise  provided  in  this  act, 
directly  or  indirectly  on  behalf  of  the  city 
or  of  the  county  of  Suffolk  take  part  in  the 
employment  of  labor,  the  making  of  contracts, 
the  purchase  of  materials,  supplies  or  real 
estate;  nor  in  the  construction,  alteration,  or 
repair  of  any  public  works,  buildings,  or  other 
property  ;  nor  in  the  care,  custody,  and  man- 
agement of  the  same ;  nor  in  the  conduct  of 
the  executvie  or  administrative  business  '  of 
the  city  or  county;     ..." 

It  is  clear  that  no  ordinance  is  valid  which 
contravenes  a  statute.  The  power  and  duty 
to  enter  into  contracts  and  to  fix  their  terms 
is  vested  in  the  executive  officers  of  the  city  by 
virtue  of  the  provisions  of  section  6  of  chapter 
266  of  the  Acts  of  1885  above  quoted.  This 
power  may  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  restricted 
by  the  City  Council.  An  ordinance  which 
would  limit  "payments  for  extra  work  on 
city  contracts  to  ten  per  cent"  would  con- 
1  stitute,  in  my  opinion,  an  impingement  upon 
the  powers  of  the  executive  officers  of  the  city 
and  would  be  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of 
said  section  6  and  of  section  8  of  chapter 
486    of    the    Acts    of    1909. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  an  ordinance  such  as  is  referred 
to  in  the  above  quoted  order  of  the  City 
Council  would  not  be  valid. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Henry   E.   Foley, 
Corporation    Counsel. 

Placed  on   file. 


TAX     TITLE     INFORMATION. 
The  following  was  received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office   of  the   Mayor,    May   24,    1937. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  Corporation  Counsel  rela- 
tive to  your  orders  of  March  '29  and  April 
26,  1&37,  concerning,  respectively,  tax  titles 
which  have  been  entered  in  the  Land  Court 
since  October  7,  1935,  and  information  as  to 
lot  134,  Wilmington  avenue  in  Ward  17. 
Respectfully, 
John    I.    Fitzgerald,    Acting    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,   May  20,   1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  received  two  memo- 
randa   from   your   office   with    which    were   sub- 
mitted   copies    of    the    following    orders    pass.-d 
by    the    City    Council: 

''Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  with  reference  to  any 
and  all  tax  titles  which  have  been  entered  in 
the   Land    Court    since    October    7,    1935: 


1.  The  number  of  such  titles  as  to  which 
the  Law  Department,  acting  in  behalf  of  the 
city,  has  permitted  Land  Court  decrees  to  be 
vacated,    and    giving    in    each    case 

(a)  The   location   of   the   property. 

(b)  The  years  for  which  the  unpaid  taxes 
were  due. 

(c)  The   total   amount   due. 

(d)  The  total  amount  received  by  the  city 
in  consideration  of  its  assent  to  vacating  Land 
Court   decree. 

(e)  The   name   of   the  owner." 

"Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  with  reference  to  lot 
134,    Wilmington    avenue,    in    Ward    17 : 

1.  Whether  such  parcel  was  included  in 
the  settlement  made  by  the  Law  Department 
with  one  Margaret  O'Hearn  during  1936,  after 
Land    Court    decree    had    been    entered. 

2.  If  such  parcel  was  included  in  the  settle- 
ment, then  the  date  when  the  Land  Court  de- 
cree wias  vacated  and  a  check  obtained  by  the 
city. 

3.  Whether  payment  of  the  1936  taxes  for 
that  current  year,  covering  lot  134,  Wilming- 
ton  avenue,    was   obtained   by   the   city." 

You  have  requested  me  to  furnish  the  in- 
formation   referred    to     in    said    orders. 

During  the  period  commencing  October  7, 
1935  (the  date  referred  to  in  the  order  first 
above  recited),  and  ending  April  30,  1937,  nine 
hundred  thirty-one  petitions  to  foreclose  tax 
titles  were  filed  by  this  department  in  the 
Land   Court. 

During  this  period  the  Land  Court  has 
ordered  vacated  eight  decrees  of  foreclosure. 
The  order  to  vacate  was  entered  upon  petition 
of  the  owner  of  the  premises  in  six  of  the 
eight  instances  and  upon  motion  of  the  city 
in   the  other  two. 

In  each  of  the  six  instances  in  which  a 
foreclosure  decree  has  been  ordered  vacated 
upon  petition  of  the  owner,  counsel  for  the 
petitioner  and  counsel  in  this  department  have 
filed  a  stipulation  in  the  Land  Court,  agreeing 
that  the  decree  might  be  vacated  and  that  the 
owner  might  redeem  on  or  before  a  date  stated 
in  the  stipulation  upon  paying  a  fixed  amount, 
this  amount  being  the  full  sum  which  would 
be  due  on  said  date  for  taxes  appearing  on 
the  Tax  Title  Account,  together  with  interest 
and  costs,  including  Land  Court  costs,  and  the 
stipulation  further  provided  that,  if  such  pay- 
ment were  not  so  made,  a  new  decree  of  fore- 
closure   might   be    entered. 

It  has  '  been  the  experience  of  this  office 
that  the  Land  Court  will,  upon  petition  by 
the  owner,  vacate  a  decree  of  foreclosure  after 
the  entry  of  the  decree,  if  the  city  still  holds 
the  property  and  the  owner  is  ready  and  will- 
ing to  pay  the  full  amount  of  the  taxes,  with 
interest  and  costs.  While  there  is  some  doubt 
as  to  whether  the  Land  Court  would  be  sus- 
tained in  such  action,  if  the  vacation  of  the 
decree  by  the  Land  Court  where  contested, 
we  have  not  felt  in  any  of  the  above  instances 
that  the  city  should  appeal  the  action  of  the 
Land  Court  were  an  order  entered  against  our 
opposition,  and,  in  order  to  protect  the  city's 
rights,  should  the  taxes  not  be  paid,  a  stipu- 
lation, as  above  indicated,  was  entered  into 
in    each   instance. 

In  one  of  the  two  instances  in  which  this 
d«partment  moved  to  vacate  the  decree  of 
foreclosure,  the  taxes  had  been  paid  in  full 
with  interest  and  costs  before  the  foreclosure 
decree  was  entered  and  the  fact  was  not 
known.  In  the  other  instance,  the  foreclosure 
decree  was  entered  by  default,  an  answer  not 
having  been  filed  through  error.  The  prop- 
erty was  owned  by  a  widow  whose  taxes  were 
ordered  abated  by  the  assessors  as  exempt  un- 
der clause  18  of  section  5  of  chapter  59  of 
the   General    Laws. 

The  following  is  the  specific  information  re- 
quested with  reference  to  instances  where 
petitions    were   filed    by    owners: 

1.     Premises     Numbered     159     Cotting     Street. 
Boston. 
Taxes,  appearing  on   the  Tax   Title  Account, 
due   for   the   years    1930   to   1934,    inclusive    (in- 
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eluding  interest  and  costs),  as  of  the  date 
when  payment  was  agreed  to  be  made  in 
the   stipulation,    $244.59. 

Amount  paid  on  date  fixed  for  payment  in 
the  stipulation,  $238.62.  We  have  been  ad- 
vised that  the  difference  between  this  sum 
and  the  amount  stated  in  the  stipulation  rep- 
resented an  error   in  the  original  computation. 

Owner,    Frank    T.    Pedonti. 

2.  Premises  Located  on  Wilmington  Avenue, 
Dorchester,  Being  Lots  Numbered  77,  92 
and    134  on   Said  Avenue. 

Decree  of  foreclosure  '  entered  on  January 
1'6,    193'6,    vacated    October    20,    1936. 

Taxes,  appearing  on  the  Tax  Title  Account, 
due  for  the  years  1931  to  1935,  inclusive  (in- 
cluding interest  and  costs),  as  of  the  date 
when  payment  was  agreed  to  be  made  in  the 
stipulation,    $692.69. 

Amount  paid  on  date  fixed  for  payment  in 
the    stipulation,    $692.69. 

Owner,    Margaret    A.    O'Hearn. 

As  the  1936  taxes  were  not  overdue  and 
had  not  been  included  in  the  Tax  Title  Account 
When  tihe  stipulation  was  entered,  tiheir  pay- 
ment was  not  made  a  condition  precedent  to 
redemption.  These  taxes  constitute  a  lien  on 
the    property. 

3.     Premises    Numbered    12    Robbin    Street, 
Roxbury. 

Taxes,  appearing  on  Tax  Title  Account,  due 
for  the  years  1931  to  1935,  inclusive  (includ- 
ing interest  and  costs),  as  of  the  date  when 
payment  was  agreed  to  be  made  in  the  stipula- 
tion,   $314.32. 

Amount  paid  on  date  fixed  for  payment  in 
the   stipulation,    $314.32. 

Owner,   Stella   R.   Nowlin. 

Notice  not  having  been  given  as  required  by 
law,  the  decree  of  foreclosure,  in  this  case, 
was    invalid. 

4.  Premises,  Numbered  291-293  Causeway 
Street,    Boston. 

Taxes,  appearing  on  Tax  Title  Account,  due 
for  the  years  1931  to  1936,  inclusive  (includ- 
ing interest  and  costs),  as  of  the  date  when 
payment  was  agreed  to  be  made  in  the  stipu- 
lation,   $1,940.0.9. 

Amount  paid  on  date  fixed  for  payment  in 
the  stipulation,  $1,642.30,  an  abatement  having 
been  made  by  the  assessors  after  the  entry  of 
the   vacating    order. 

Owner,   Boston   Five   Cents   Savings   Bank. 

5.     Premises   Numbered   35   Rand   Street, 
Roxbury. 

Taxes,  appearing  on  the  Tax  Title  Account, 
due  for  the  years  1931  to  1935,  inclusive  (in- 
cluding interest  and  costs),  as  of  the  date 
when  payment  was  agreed  to  be  made  in  the 
stipulation,    $649.50. 

Amount  paid  on  date  fixed  for  payment  in 
the  stipulation,    $650.66. 

Owner,   Florence  P.  Owen. 

6.     Premises    Numbered     623-625    Harrison 
Avenue,     Roxibury. 

Taxes,  appearing  on  the  Tax  Title  Account, 
due  for  the  years  1932  to  1935,  inclusive  (in- 
cluding interest  and  costs),  as  of  the  date 
when  payment  was  agreed  to  be  made  in  the 
stipulation,    $737.15. 

Amount  paid  on  date  fixed  for  payment  in 
the  stipulation,  $737,115. 

Owner,    Robert    Perlman. 

The  following  is  the  specific  information  re- 
quested with  reference  to  instances  in  which 
motion  to  vacate  was  filed  by  the  city : 

1.  Premises  Numbered  134  Thornton  Street, 
Roxbury. 

Taxes,  appearing  on  the  Tax  Title  Account, 
due  for  the  years  1930  to  1934,  inclusive  (in- 
cluding interest  and  costs),  paid  prior  to  the 
entry  of  the  decree  of  foreclosure,  $419.25. 
Foreclosure  decree  entered  after  payment  in 
full. 

Owner,    Robert    P.    Clarkson. 


2.     Premises    Numbered   28    Margaret    Street, 
Dorchester. 
Taxes,  appearing  on   the  Tax  Title  Account, 
for    the  years    1932    to   1934,    inclusive    (includ- 
ing   interest   and   costs),    as   of   the  date   when 
the  assessors  passed   an  order  of  abatement  of 
said    taxes   on   the   ground    of   exemption   under 
clause   18    of    section    5    of   chapter    59    of    the 
General   Laws,   $256.46. 
Owner,   Julia   E.   Glynn. 

Very   truly  yours, 

Henry  E.  Foley, 
Corporation    Counsel. 
Placed   on   file. 


ARC    LIGHT,    ST.    HUGHES    CHURCH. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of   Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    May   29,    1937. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
relative  to  your  order  of  March  1,  1937,  con- 
cerning the  installation  of  an  arc  light  in 
front  of  St.  Hugh's  Church  on  Blue  Hill  ave- 
nue, between  Castlegate  road  and  Pasadena 
road,   Dorchester. 

Respectfully, 

John  I.    Fitzgerald. 

Acting   Mayor. 

City   of    Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  May  28,   1937. 
Mr.    John    F.    Gilmore, 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  March 
24,  which  was  a  City  Council  order  dated 
March  1.  1937,  to  install  an  arc  light  in  front 
of  St.  Hugh's  Church  on  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
between  Castlegate  road  and  Pasadena  road, 
Dorchester,  you  are  informed  that  a  lamp 
has  been  on  the  burning  list  since  April  20, 
1936. 

Respectfully   yours, 

E.   M.   Richardson, 
Commissioner    of    Public    Works. 
Placed  on    file. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  ivere  received  and 
referred   to   the  committees   named,   viz. : 

Claims. 

George   Argus,   for   refund   on    refuse    tickets. 

Samuel  Barnes,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  198  Dartmouth  street,  caused 
by   defective  water  pipe. 

Charles  Brousaides.  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  car  of   Police  Department. 

Dorothy  E.  Covell,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at 
Bowdoin    and    Beacon    streets. 

Thomas  DeLuca,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age  to   car    by   city   truck. 

William  E.  Donoghue,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
execution    issued    against    him. 

William  E.  Donoghue,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
execution    issued    against    him. 

Freeman  O.  Emerson,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  15  Hudson  street. 
caused   by   ash   collector. 

Bernard  J.  Hopkins,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  planks  falling  from 
Faneuil    Hall. 

Thomas  Killeen,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  toy   city   truck. 

Anna  Lee,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  580  Centre 
street. 

Charles  E.  Lennon,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
execution    issued    against    him. 

Littlefield    Trust,    for    refund   on   ash    tickets. 

Nicola  Malvone,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  caused  by  city  horse  and  wagon. 

Anthony  and  Sara  R.  McManmon,  for 
compensation  for  damage  to  property  at  81 
Pleasant  Hill  avenue,  during  blasting  for 
sewer. 
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Richard  J.  Merrick,  for  revision  of  charges 
on   account   of   sewer    work. 

Robert  J.  Morris,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  2[50 
Belgrade  avenue. 

Marguerite  F.  O'Neil,  cfor  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Hunt- 
ington avenue  and  Fenwood  road. 

Tomi  Oura,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  694  Tremont 
street. 

Perfection  Dental  Company,  for  refund  on 
refuse  tickets. 

Richard  J.  Reale,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  77  Pleasant  Hill  avenue, 
caus'ad  during   blasting  for   sewer. 

John  J.  Smyth,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  150  Pleasant  Hill  avenue,  during 
blasting  for   sewer. 

Michael  and  Delia  Sullivan,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  property  at  66  Pleasant 
Hill   avenue,    during   blasting   for   sewer. 

John  Terruso,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to   car  by  city   truck. 

William  A.  Wilson,  for  compensation  for 
damage    to    car    by    Sanitary    truck. 

Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 
Petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  for 
license  to  operate  motor  vehicles  between  point 
on  Columbia  road  near  Columbia  Station  of 
Dorchester  Rapid  Transit  Extension  and 
junction  of  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  West  Cot- 
tage street,  over  Columbia  road,  Traffic  Circle 
at  junction  of  Columbia  road  and  Old  Colony 
Boulevard,  Columbia  road,  Dudley  street  and 
West  Cottage  street ;  return  over  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  Dudley  street  and  Columbia  road. 
(To  be  operated  during   summer  season  only.) 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of 
age  to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement, 
viz. : 

Alice  M.  Belangeis,  Current  Events  Hall, 
June    5. 

Lester    P.    Gould,    Peabody    Playhouse,    June 

a  8. 

Edith  M.  Leavis,  Repertory  Theatre.  June  21. 
Adrienne     K.     Leeman,     Peabody     Playhouse, 
June   10. 

Ellen   F.   Carney,  Orient   Palace,   June  22. 
Dorothy  M.  Oliver,  Repertory  Theatre,  June  4. 


CONSTABLES'  BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  the  following-named  constables, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treas- 
urer  were   received   and    approved,    viz. : 

Salvatore  Maffei,  John  T.  McGovern,  Harold 
C.  Mitchell,  Michael  W.  Ober,  James  G.   Peters. 


ABSENCE  OF  MAYOR  FROM  CITY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of 
his  absence  from  the  city  from  May  5  to 
May    31. 

Placed    on    file. 


ORGANIZATION    OF    BOARD     OF 
ASSESSORS. 

Notice  was  received  that  the  Board  of 
Assessors  have  organized  for  the  ensuing  year 
by  the  election  of  John  P.  O'Hearn  as  secre- 
tary. 

Placed    on    file. 


APPROVAL   OF   TAX   TITLE   LOAN. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Emergency 
Finance  Board  of  approval  by  them  of  borrow- 
ing  of   $1,000,000,   tax   title   loan. 

Placed    on    file. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY    THE    MAYOR. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Mayor  of 
the    foUilowing    appointments : 

Walter  A.  Murray,  242  Foster  street, 
Brighton,  as  Budget  Commissioner,  for  term 
ending    April    30,    1941. 

Hilda  H.  Quirk,  to  be  Acting  City  Registrar 
during  temporary  absence  of  Frank  J.  O'Toole. 

William  C.  S.  Healey,  193  Webster  street, 
East  Boston,  member  of  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners, to  fill  unexpired  term  of  Walter 
A.  Murray,  said  term  expiring  the  first  Mon- 
day   in    January,    1938. 

Placed    on    file. 


SOLDIERS'  RELIEF. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recommend- 
ing passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the 
City   of   Boston   for   the   month   of   June. 

Report    accepted ;    said    order    passed. 


ELEVATED     SERVICE,     FIELD'S     CORNER 
TO    DUDLEY     STREET     LINE. 

Coun.    PETER   J.   FITZGERALD   offered  the 

following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Trustees  not  to 
suspend  service  on  the  Field's  Corner  to  Dud- 
ly  street  line  via  Dorchester  avenue,  when 
placing    their    summer    schedule    into    effect. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


CHILDREN'S   PLAYGROUND,   DOWNER 
AVENUE. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Park  Commissioner  to  view  the  property 
located  on  Downer  avenue,  Dorchester,  over- 
looking the  Hancock  Street  Paving  Yard,  said 
property  being  owned  by  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, for  the  punposes  of  creating  a  children's 
playground  or  some  other  recreational  ac- 
tivity   in    the    Park    Department. 

Passed    under    suspension    of   the    rule. 


HOUSING     AUTHORITY     APPOINTMENTS. 

Coun.  McGRATH  called  up  under  unfinished 
business   Nos.   3   and   4  on   the  calendar,   viz. : 

3.  Ordered,  That  the  appointment  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  of  Bradbury  F.  Cushing  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority, 
for  the  term  ending  January  8,  1941,  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  confirmed  and  approved ; 
and    be    it   further 

Ordered,  That  Bradbury  F.  Cushing  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appointed  to  be  a  member  of 
the  said  Boston  Housing  Authority,  for  the 
term     ending    January    8,     1941. 

4.  Ordered,  That,  the  appointment  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  of  John  Carroll  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  for 
the  term  ending  January  8,  1942,  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  confirmed  and  approved  ;  and 
be    it    further 

Ordered,  That  John  Carroll  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appointed  to  be  a  member  of  the  said 
Boston  Housing  Authority,  for  the  term  end- 
ing   January    8,    1942. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  under- 
stand that  because  of  the  vote  against  both 
of  these  names  by  the  Council,  it  has  been 
thought  bhat  there  was  some  reflection  in- 
tended on  these  two  men  personally.  There- 
fore, I  want  to  explain  my  vote  against  con- 
firmation of  the  appointment  of  these  two 
gentlemen.  It  was  not  intended  as  a  vote 
against  them  personally.  I  understand  that 
both  names  submitted  by  the  Mayor  are  of 
individuals  of  a  splendid  type.  My  negative 
vote  was  simply  cast  because  I  was  against 
the   principle   of    the   Federal    Housing   Project, 
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feeling  that  that  project  was  in  competition 
with  property  owners  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
many  of  whose  houses  are  vacant  and  with 
whom  I  felt  that  any  such  project  was  in 
direct  competition.  However,  I  have  nothing 
against  either  Mr.  Cushing  or  Mr.  Carroll 
personally,  or  any  feeling  that  if  they  were 
confirmed  members  of  this  Boston  Housing 
Authority    as    they    would    be    improper    men. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  move  that  the  matter  lie  on  the  table 
for    another    week. 

Conn.   Murray's  motion   was   declared  lost. 

Coun,  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  sincerely  hope  that  this  matter  will  be 
disposed  of  today  one  way  or  the  other.  I 
think  it  is  a  very  important  matter.  The  fact 
is  that  the  City  of  Boston  is  in  this  instance 
lagging  far  behind.  Boston  has  been  discrim- 
inated against  in  the  matter  of  Federal  ap- 
propriations to  a  very  great  extent  by  the 
Federal  Government.  We  find  cities  all  over 
the  country  obtaining  millions  and  millions 
for  Federal  projects  of  this  kind,  while  Bos- 
ton is  overlooked  and  neglected.  There  is  no 
question  in  my  mind  that  a  project  of  this 
sort  is  going  to  lead  the  way  to  much  needed 
slum  clearance  and  low  cost  housing.  Why 
should  Boston  continue  to  lag  behind  in  this 
matter?  We  should  go  ahead  when  we  have 
an  opportunity  and  see  that  the  proper  men 
are  appointed  to  carry  out  what  Washington 
wants,  and  I  believe  there  is  no  question  in 
anybody's  mind  that  these  are  the  proper  men. 
Boston  is  the  only  large  city  that  has  failed 
as  far  to  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity 
afforded  by  the  Federal  Government.  New 
York,  Chicago,  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  every 
large  city  in  the  country  is  already  at  work 
along  this  line,  but  Boston  is  still  lagging  far 
in  the  rear.  If  we  are  going  to  progress  at 
all,  let  us  get  our  proper  share  of  the  Federal 
appropriations  for  purposes  of  this  kind,  help- 
ing to  take  care  of  the  unemployment  situa- 
tion and  obtaining  Federal  money  to  which 
Massachusetts  is  entitled.  We  have  to  pay 
more  than  our  sJhare  of  the  amounts  that  are 
thus  being  distributed  all  over  the  country, 
and  we  should  at  least  get  some  return.  I 
sincerely  trust  that  the  Council  will  vote  to 
confirm  Mr.  Carroll  and  Mr.  Cushing.  and 
complete  the  organization  of  Boston's  housing 
authority. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President.  I  think  the 
responsibility  for  lack  of  confirmation  of  these 
gentlemen  up  to  date  should  be  laid  properly 
where  it  belongs.  The  attitude  of  the  Council 
should  be  made  clear.  The  law  provided  that 
the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  should  ap- 
point these  men,  but  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
some  ten  weeks  ago.  without  consulting  the 
City  Council,  went  ahead  and  made  the  ap- 
pointments. It  is  clearly  stated  in  the  law, 
however,  that  the  appointments  shall  be  made 
by  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  and, 
in  spite  of  that  fact,  we  were  not  even 
consulted.  That  is  something  to  which  I, 
like  other  members  of  this  Council,  objected 
very  much.  The  City  Council  has  little  power 
enough  and  when  it  is  distinctly  provided 
by  law  that  we  shall  have  certain  power,  we 
should  certainly  be  given  some  consideration. 
I  have  no  objection  to  either  Mr.  Carroll  or 
Mr.  Gushing.  I  'believe  that  they  are  both 
gentlemen  of  a  high  and  fine  type.  I  am 
not  so  much  concerned  as  the  councilor  who 
has  just  spoken  with  the  idea  that  unless  we 
act  upon  this  matter  at  once  millions  and 
millions  of  dollars  of  Federal  money  will  not 
be  received  by  the  city.  We  know  that  that 
is  a  lot  of  bunk,  because  this  work  is  pro- 
ceeding right  along.  I  repeat,  however,  that, 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  and  I  know  that 
is  the  feeling  of  other  members  of  the  Council, 
our  action  in  the  past  was  not  intended  as  any 
reflection  whatever  on  the  character  or  in- 
tegrity of  these  gentlemen,  but  was  entirely 
due  to  the  attitude  of  the  Mayor  of  Boston  in 
entirely  ignoring  the  City  Council  and  ignoring 
the  language  of  the  law,  when  he  sent  in  these 
names  to  us  ten  weeks  ago.  I  understand  that 
now  a  different  situation  may  present  itself, 
and  for  that  reason  I  shall  vote  for  confirma- 
tion of  these  names. 


Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  refer- 
ence has  been  made  to  this  South  Boston  proj- 
ect as  a  low-cost  housing  project.  From 
what  I  have  heard  it  is  not  a  low-cost  hous- 
ing project,  but  a  high-cost  housing  project, 
which  will  not  be  available  to  or  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poor,  but  only  for  persons  who  have 
the  price,  and  that  on  a  tax-exempt  basis. 
In  other  words,  instead  of  helping  the  poor 
we  are  really  perhaps  doing  the  reverse,  be- 
cause they  have  to  pay  taxes  indirectly,  when 
they  are  paying  rent  on  houses  they  occupy, 
and  these  high-cost  properties  are  to  be  not 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  but  for  those  in 
the  higher  brackets.  So,  if  we  are  told  that 
these  are  to  be  low-cost  properties,  personally 
I  would  like  to  know  what  the  rents  will  be, 
and  if  we  are  able  to  get  the  information  I 
think  we  will  see  clearly  that  it  is  not  a  low- 
cost   housing    project. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN — Mr.  President,  I  quite 
agree  with  the  councilor  who  has  just  spoken 
that  these  housing  projects  are  not  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people  whom  they  are  supposed 
to  benefit.  There  is  no  question  that  the  poor 
cannot  afford  to  live  in  these  houses.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  question  now  before  us  is  on 
acting  on  the  appointment  of  two  members 
of  the  Housing  Commission.  We  cannot  in 
any  way  help  the  situation  that  the  gentleman 
from  the  Back  Bay  has  referred  to  by  refusing 
to  confirm  these  names.  These  men  serve 
without  pay,  and  I  think  there  is  no  question 
in  the  minds  of  any  of  us  that  they  are  men 
of  high  character  and  probably  the  best  men 
who  can  be  selected  to  serve  in  such  a  matter. 
The  housing  projects  are  already  in  existence. 
Some  are  already  in  process  of  erection.  It  is 
not  a  question  of  whether  we  favor  the  hous- 
ing projects  or  not.  They  are  here,  whether 
we  like  them  or  not.  Therefore,  let  us 
have  the  best  available  men  to  supervise  that 
kind   of   work. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  I  move  you, 
sir.  that  this  matter  be  sent  to  our  executive 
session. 

Coun.   Agnew's   motion   was  lost. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  agree  with  what  the  councilor  from 
Roxbury  has  said,  that  probably  these  two 
men  are  fit  and  capable  of  holding  the  posi- 
tion with  ability  and  with  credit  to  them- 
selves, and  I  don't  know  either  gentleman. 
But  I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion,  when  the 
law  says  specifically  that  these  men  shall  be 
named  by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council,  that 
the  City  Council  should  at  least  have  been 
consulted  in  the  matter.  My  colleague  from 
South  Boston  submitted  an  order  here  some 
weeks  ago  asking  that  this  matter  be  held 
up,  with  a  view  to  perhaps  having  somebody 
from  South  Boston  appointed  to  serve  on  this 
board,  both  he  and  I  feeling  strongly  that  in 
this  South  Boston  project  the  people  of 
South  Boston  are  the  ones  who  will  be  partic- 
ularly affected  and  that  there  should  be  at 
least  some  South  Boston  representation.  I 
have  never  been  consulted,  and  I  know  that 
my  colleague  has  never  been  consulted  in  the 
matter.  The  people  of  South  Boston,  who  are 
expected  to  live  in  these  houses,  should  at 
least  have  a  voice  on  the  board.  I  ask  that 
the  matter  be  laid  over  for  at  least  a  week. 
I  would  like  to  know  something  about  Mr.  Cush- 
ing and  Mr.  Carroll.  I  understand  that  they 
are  both  high  type  gentlemen,  but  we  should 
have  a  chance  to  look  into  the  matter  further. 
We  in  South  Boston  are  to  be  affected  partic- 
ularly  by   this   measure, 

Coun.  Murray's  motion  to  assign  to  the 
next    meeting   was   declared   lost. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, a  good  deal  that  has  been  said  by  the 
councilor  from  the  Back  Bay  is  no  doubt  true. 
But  here  is  the  situation.  Massachusetts  and 
Boston  have  never  taken  the  advantage  that 
has  been  taken  by  other  cities  of  Federal  ap- 
propriations under  C.  W.  A.,  E.  R.  A.  and 
W.  P.  A.  In  the  early  days  Governor  Ely 
took  the  position  that  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts should  not  ask  for  Federal  money.  But 
we  all  know  what  has  been  going  on  all  over 
the  country,  that  states  and  cities  have  been 
accepting     Federal     appropriations,     of     which 
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Massachusetts  has  had  to  pay  more  than  its. 
share.  Millions  upon  millions  have  gone  to 
other  states,  and  Massachusetts  had  held  back 
and  has  not  asked  for  its  fair  share,  although 
it  has  hlad  to  pay  more  than  its  fair  propor- 
tion of  what  has  been  spent  in  other  parts 
of  the  country.  That  attitude  was  taken 
by  Governor  Ely,  and  it  -was  only  when  the 
succeeding  Governor  came  in  that  Massachu- 
setts obtained  practically  anything  in  the  way 
of  Federal  Funds.  A  few  weks  ago  the  Gover- 
nor of  Florida  was  here,  at  a  national  conven- 
tion of  the  Elks,  and  said  that  he  had  made 
thirty  trips  to  Washington  and  each  time  went 
back  to  his  state  with  about  $2,000,000.  The 
fact  remains,  no  matter  how  we  may  feel  about 
the  whole  matter,  whether  we  think  it  is  right 
or  wrong,  these  Federal  appropriations  have 
been  made  and  are  being  made,  and  we  have 
had  to  pay  more  than  our  share  of  what  has 
gone  to  the  forty-seven  other  states.  New  York_ 
State  has  obtained  large  amounts  for  public 
works  and  for  materials,  in  connection  with 
her  parks,  public  buildings  and  otherwise. 
But  we  have  been  largely  left  out  in  the  cold. 
New  England  has  not  obtained  its  full  quota. 
Tennessee  has  put  her  (bricklayers  and  car- 
penters at  work,  glaziers  and  workmen  gener- 
ally, and  we  have  been  lagging  behind.  Here 
is  an  opportunity  for  the  building  of  homes, 
taking  down  old  dilapidated  structures  and 
putting  good  buildings  in  their  place.  We 
have  to  pay  our  share,  no  matter  whether  we 
obtain  anything  or  not,  and  why  shouldn't 
we  set  our  proportion  ?  We  all  know  the 
financial  need  of  our  city.  The  best  students 
of  government  finance  say  that  we  cannot  go 
on  for  more  than  three  years  at  our  present 
pace.  We  need  money.  We  must  have  it  to  carry 
on,  and  here  is  an  opportunity  to  simply  get  our 
share.  Let  us  act  upon  this  matter  one  way 
or  the  other  today.  We  have  simply  been  drifting 
along.  Why  should  we,  in  a  great  city  like 
this,  hamper  the  wheels  of  progress  ?  It  is 
true  that  we  were  not  consulted  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  these  men,  but  we  have  a  situa- 
tion here  that  must  be  met  and  we  should  meet 
it.  We  cannot  all  have  a  voice  in  naming 
members  of  this  board.  There  are  only  two 
members,  and  there  are  twanty-two  members 
of  the  Council.  Let  us  use  common  sense  and 
judgment  today  and  vote  for  the  confirmation 
of   these   men. 

Coun.  McGRATH— Mr.  President,  I  have  not 
been  heartily  in  favor  of  this  project  in  South 
Boston,  due  to  the  fact  that  it  meant  com- 
petition with  home  owners  and  taxpayers  over 
there.  As  I  understood  the  proposition  orig- 
inally, it  was  supposed  to  be  a  low-cost  hous- 
ing piroject.  But  I  would  like  to  have  this 
matter  cleared  up.  When  these  buildings  are 
completed,  if  I  understand  the  situation  cor- 
rectly, the  government  can  sell  the  buildings, 
homes  or  whatever  they  may  be,  and  when  they 
are  sold  they  become  taxable,  and  they  are 
taxed  to  the  corporation  or  corporation  who 
purchases  them.  They  ,  will,  therefore,  become 
an   asset   and   a   source  of   revenue  to   the  city. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  think  a 
number  of  things  should  be  cleared  up  here 
before  we  are  asked  to  vote  upon  the  matter. 
One  would  judge  from  what  has  been  said 
that  there  is  some  emergency  confronting  us. 
As  I  see  it,  there  is  no  emergency.  As  I  see 
it,  w.e  have  a  board  of  five  members,  with  a 
couple  of  vacancies.  I  have  occasion  to  go 
through  South  Boston,  right  by  this  district, 
three  or  four  times  a  week,  and  the  fact  is 
that  work  there  is  going  om,  and  it  will  still 
go  on  without  these  two  vacancies  being  filled. 
So  I  say  there  is  no  emergency  here,  and  I 
feel  that  the  Council  should  have  had  a  voice 
in  the  appointment  of  the  commission.  So 
far  as  its  being  a  low-priced  project  is  con- 
cerned, you  know  and  I  know,  Mr.  President, 
and  every  man  in  this  room  knows  that,  while 
this  is  supposed  to  be  a  low^cost  housing  proj- 
ect, it  will  not  be  of  benefit  to  the  poor  people 
for  whom  we  were  told  it  was  supposed  to  be 
carried  out.  It  was  supposed  that  they  would 
be  able  to  obtain  for  the  same  rent  better 
places  to  live  in  than  those  in  which  they  now 
reside.     We   all   know,    however,   that   the  rents 


will  far  exceed  any  rents  that  the  ordinary 
poor  people  in  South  Boston  will  be  able  to 
pay,  that  those  occupying  these  buildings  will 
probably  pay  twice  their  present  rental  in 
South  Boston.  So  I  am  against  these  housing 
proj'eets.  I  do  not  believe  in  the  competition 
that  will  result  with  the  private  owner,  who 
will  certainly  lose  out.  Also,  this  is  not  an 
emergency.  The  work  has  been  going  on  and 
it  will  still  continue  to  go  merrily  along,  with 
a    majority    of    the    commission    in    existence. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — The  question  is  on 
confirmation  of  the  appointments,  and  the 
clerk    will    call    the    roll. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  Presi- 
dent,  I   ask   that   this   be  referred  to   executive. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — The  motion  has 
been   defeated  once,  and   is  out  of  order. 

The  Council  voted  to  confirm  the  appoint- 
ments of  Bradbury  F.  Gushing  and  of  John 
Carroll,  to  be  members  of  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority,  for  the  terms  ending  January  8, 
1941,  and  January  8,  1942,  respectively,  yeas 
15,     nays     3 : 

Yeas — COun.  Agnew,  Brackman,  Doherty, 
Dowd,  Finley,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J. 
Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Harris,  Kilroy,  McGrath, 
Mellen,  George  A.  Murray,  Peter  A.  Murray, 
Tofoin— 15. 

Nays — Coun.    Kerrigan,    Shattuck,    Wilson — 3. 


SIDEWALK    CONSTRUCTION. 

Ooun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Bushnell  street, 
Ward  16,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon ;  said '  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10 
inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from 
5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  arti- 
ficial stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special 
Acts   of    1917. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


PENSIONING    OF    DANIEL    J.    MCDONALD. 

Coun.    TOBIN    offered    the    following: 
Ordered    That    chapter    368    of    the    Acts    of 
1937,    entitled.  "An    Act    Authorizing    the    City 
of  Boston  to  Pension  Daniel  J.  McDonald,"  be, 
and    hereby    is,    accepted. 

Passed    under   suspension    of    the   rule. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 36.8  of  the  Acts  of  1937  Daniel  J.  Mc- 
Donald, a  member  of  the  Police  Department, 
who  is  permanently  disabled  by  reason  of  in- 
juries received  in  the  performance  of  his  duty  is 
hereby  retired  on  an  annual,  pension  equal  to 
the  salary  received  by  him  during  the  last 
year  of  his  active  service ;  said  pension  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriate  item  in  the  ap- 
propriation   for    Police    Department. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the   rule. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON  CLAIMS. 

Coun.  MELLEN,  for  Coun.  Selvitella,  sub- 
mitted   the    following : 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  John  F.  Ryan  (re- 
ferred March  29)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount 
of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  motor  vehicle  belong- 
ing to  Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works  De- 
partment— recommending  passage  of  accom- 
panying order,   viz. : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
seventy  dollars  and  forty-one  cents  ($270.41) 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  John  F.  Ryan  in  re- 
imbursement for  amount  of  execution  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  op- 
erator of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the 
Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works  Department, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  on  petition  of  John  F.  Ryan  (referred 
March  29)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of 
execution  issued  asainst  him  on  account  of 
his  acts  as  operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging 
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to  the  Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment— recommending  passage  of  accompanying 
order,  viz. : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
seventy-four  dollars  and  fifty-two  cents 
($274.52)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  John  F. 
Ryan  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execu- 
tion issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  'belonging 
to  ithe  Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works  De- 
partment, saiid  sum  to  Ibe  charged  to  the  Con- 
tingent  Fund. 

Report   accepted ;    orders    severally    passed. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  James  J.  Hen- 
neberry  (referred  May  3)  to  be  reimbursed  for 
amount  of  execution  issued  against  him  on 
account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  motor 
vehicle  belonging  to  iPawing  Division,  Public 
Works  Department — recommending  passage  of 
accompanying    order,    viz. : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
ninety-six  dollars  ($2.96)  be  allowed  and  paid 
to  James  J.  Henneberry  in  reimbursement  for 
amount  of  execution  issued  against  him  on 
account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor 
vehicle  (belonging  to  the  Paving  Division, 
Public  Works  Department,  said  sum  to  be 
charged    to    the    Contingent    Fund. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


FEDERAL    WRITERS    AND    HISTORICAL 
RECORDS   PROJECT. 

Coun.  BRAOKMAN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council 
favors  the  continuance,  and  at  the  present 
standards,  of  the  W.  P.  A.  Projects  known 
as  the  Federal  Writers  and  Historical  Records 
Project. 
Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


PAYMENT    TO    HARRY    STARNFIELD. 

Coum.  BRACKMAN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City 
of  Boston  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation 
for  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  Harry 
Starnfield,  for  injuries  received  in  a  public 
school  in  the  City  of  Boston,  provided  that 
such  legislation  contains  a  referendum  to  the 
Mayor  and  the  Gity  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

Passed    under   suspension    of    the    rule. 


HANDBALL     COURTS,     BARRY     PLAY- 
GROUND. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Park    Commissioner    be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
arrange   for   the   installation  of  handball   courts 
at   the   Barry    Playground. 

Passed    under   suspension    of    the    rule. 


BENCHES,     CITY    SQUARE     PARK, 
CHARLESTOWN. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Park    Commissioner    be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the   Mayor,    to 
install    benches    in    the    park    at    City    Square, 
Charlestdwn. 

Passed    under   suspension    of    the    rule. 


RESANDING  OF  DEWEY  BEACH. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Park    Commissioner    be 

requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 

resand  Dewey  Beach. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


SIGNAL    LIGHTS,    MEDFORD    STREET. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,     That   the   Traffic    Commissioner   be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
install   traffic    signal    lights   on    Medford   street, 
at  the  entrance  to  Dewey   Beach. 

Passed    under   suspension    of    the    rule. 


PROPOSED   FIVE-DAY   WEEK   FOR   CITY 
EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That   his   Honor   the  Mayor   be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  City  Council  immediately, 
what  action    he   has  taken   relative  to   the  pro- 
posed   five-day   week   for   all  city   employees. 
Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


RECESS. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— For  the  purpose 
of  going  into  executive  meeting,  the  Council 
will   now   take  a  recess. 

The  Council  went  into  recess  at  2.56  p.  m. 
and  returned  to  the  Council  Chamber  at  5.04 
p.    m. 


Coun.   GALLAGHER   in   the  chair. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    FINANCE. 

Coun.  DO  WD,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted    the    following: 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  May  10)  for  loan  of  $1,300,000  to 
meet  overlay  deficits — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  ;  order  read  once  and  passed, 
yeas   16,   nays   3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Brackman,  Dohertyj 
Dowd,  Finley,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  JT 
Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy, 
McGrath  Mellen,  George  A.  Murray,  Peter  A. 
Murray.    Tobin — 16. 

Nays — Coun.   Norton,   Shattuck,   Wilson — 3. 

Assigned   for  fourteen  days   for   final  action. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee,   submitted    the    following: 

1.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear 
at    places    of    public    amusement,    viz. : 

Alice  M.  Belangeis,  Current  Events  Hall, 
June  5:  Lester  P.  Gould.  Peabody  Playhouse, 
June  18  ;  Edith  M.  Leavis,  Repertory  Theatre, 
June  21;  Adrienne  K.  Leeman,  Peabody  Play- 
house, June  10  ;  Ellen  F.  Carney.  Orient  Palace, 
June  22  ;  Dorothy  M.  Oliver,  Repertory  Theatre, 
June  4.  recommending  that  leave  be  granted- 
under   usual   conditions. 

Report  accepted ;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred     today)      transferring     $10,000     from 

Reserve  Fund  to  Municipal  Employment  Bureau 
— recommending  passage  of  accompanying 
new   draft,    viz. : 

Ordered.  That  the  sum  of  $5,000  be,  and 
hereby  is.  transferred  from  the  appropriation 
for  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  to  be  expended 
by  said  Bureau,  under  the  direction  of  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of  its 
duties. 

Report  accepted :  order  passed,  yeas  18, 
nays — Coun.    Shattuck — II. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement.  I 
have  always  voted  against  the  Municipal  Em- 
ployment Bureau  appropriations  feeling  that 
it  was  more  or  less  a  waste  of  money.  But 
I  have  found  that  Mr.  Samuel  Warren,  the 
head  of  the  Bureau,  has  been  going  out  of  his 
way  to  get  work  for  people,  has  been  doing 
an  extraordinarily  fine  job  in  that  respect. 
I  feel,  therefore,  that  a  word  of  appreciation 
of   his   work    is    in   order   at   this   time. 


JUNE    7,    1937. 
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Ooun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  repeat  everything  that  the  speaker  has 
said,  and  to  add  that  Mr.  Warren's  secretary, 
Mr.  John  H.  Wallace,  has  also  been  doing 
fine  work  and  has  been  exceedingly  cooperative. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  releasing  surety  on  bond  of 
Carnegie  Steel  Company  given  by  United 
States  Fidelity  and  Guaranty  Company — that 
same    ought    to   pass. 

Report    accepted ;    order    passed. 

4.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  loan  of  $220,000  for  air- 
port   improvement — that    same    ought    to    pass. 

Report  accepted  ;  order  read  otnce  and  passed, 
yeas    17,   nays   2,: 

Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Brackman,  Doherty, 
Dovvd,  Finlley,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J. 
Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kil- 
roy,  McGrath,  Mellen,  George  A.  Murray, 
Peter    A.    Murray,    Tabin,    Wilson — 17. 

Nays — Coun.    Norton,    Shattuck — 2. 

Assigned   for   fourteen    days   for   final   action. 

5.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  today)  for  supplementary  require- 
ments for  expenses  incidental  to  conduct  of 
W.    P.    A.    projects — that   same    ought    to    pass. 

Report  accepted  ;  said  order  passed,  yeas  17, 
nays    2  : 

Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Brackman,  Doherty, 
Dowd,  Finley,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J. 
Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kil- 
roy,  McGrath,  Mellen,  George  A.  Murray,  Peter 
A.   Murray,   Tobin,    Wilson — 17. 

Nays — Coun.     Norton,     Shattuck — 2. 

16.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  (referred 
today)  and  orders  for  supplementary  budget 
appropriations — recommending  that  same  ought 
to  pass  with  the  exception  of  the  County  of 
Suffolk    items. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  adopting  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  information.  Will  some  one  inform 
me  just   what   that   order    means  ? 

Coun.  AGNEW— Mr.  President,  for  pur- 
poses of  the  record  I  would  like  to  have  it 
appear  that  these  new  items  are  items  that 
came  to  this  body  today  and  that  were  at 
no  time  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations as  a  committee.  They  came  in 
today  and  were  sent  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  17,  nays — Coun. 
Sliattuck— il. 

7.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  letter 
from  Traffic  Department  re  budget  require- 
ments (referred  today) — recommending  that 
the  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted ;  said  message  placed  on 
file. 


SUPPLEMENTARY   APPROPRIATIONS. 

Coun.  AGNEW,  for  the  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations, submitted  report  recommending 
following    supplementary    appropriations,    viz. : 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriations  herein- 
after specified  be  met  by  taxes  to  the  amount 
of  $38,732.50,  said  amount  to  be  raised  by  tax- 
ation from  the  polls  and  estates  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  that  all  orders  passed  by  the  City 
Council  relating  to  appropriations,  taxes  and 
the  interest  thereon,  apply  to  the  appropria- 
tions  and   taxes    herein    provided   for. 

Police  Department. 

B.  Contractual  Service $21,975  00 

C.  Equipment  9,557  50 

D.  Supplies   6,700   00' 

E.  Materials     500  00 

$38,732  50 


The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on   the  passage  of  the  order. 

Ooun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  suppose 
there  is  no  harm  in  asking  a  question  in  re- 
gard to  this  report.  Is  this  the  original  figure 
that  came  in,  or  has   the  figure  been   changed? 

Coun.  AGNEW — The  original  appropriation 
order    was    considered    by    the    committee,    and 


this  report  is  the  result  of  that  consideration, 
showing  a  reduction  in  the  original  appropria- 
tion,   I    think,    of    something    like    $57,000. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  offer  an  amendment.  If  the  amendment 
is  adopted,  it  will  include  in  the  police  bud- 
get a  sum  for  ambulances,  which  are  so  badly 
needed  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
Coun.    MELLEN    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Appropria- 
tions Committee  on  the  budget  of  the  Police 
Department  be  amended  so  as  to  read  in  Item 
C-4,     instead    of     $9,557.50,     $67,700. 

Coun.  Mellen's  proposed  amendment  was 
declared  rejected,  and  Coun,  MELLEN  doubted 
the   vote. 

Coun.  WrLSON— Mr.  President,  even  if  it 
is  a  little  warm  and  a  little  late,  I  would 
like  to  have  clearly  in  mind  what  this  amend- 
ment proposes.  If  it  is  just  to  cover  ambu- 
lances, I  am  inclined  to  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man   from     Charlestown. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — It  proposes  to  in- 
crease the  amount  of  item  C-4  by  about  $58,000. 

Coun.  WILSON — I  would  like  to  know  if  it 
includ'es  ambulances  only,  or  if  there  are 
also  included  prowl  cars,  because  I  am 
inclined  to  go  along  with  the  gentleman  on 
ambulances.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  we 
could  do  with  more  patrolmen  on  their  feet, 
and   not   in   prowl   cars. 

Coun.  MELLEN — In  answer  to  the  coun- 
cilor 1  would  say  that  the  C  item  submitted 
by  the  committee  is  $9,557.50,  and  that  the 
amount  I  propose  in  my  amendment  is  $67,700, 
which  means  a  net  increase  of  about  $58,000, 
which  I  understand  would  be  used  for  police 
ambulances.  I  think  that  those  police  ambu- 
lances  are  badly  needed. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  let  me  say 
for  the  committee  that  at  no  time  has  the  com- 
mittee had  before  it  the  consideration  simply 
of  ambulances.  In  my  opinion,  that  is  a 
dressed-up  name,  that  what  are  meant  are 
patrol   wagons. 

Coain.  MIELLEN— Mr.  President,  I  have 
been  talking  'with  the  Police  Commissioner, 
and  he  has  assured  me  that  the  amount  re- 
ferred to  is  essential  for  ambulances  and  that 
it  will  be  spent  for  ambulances.  I  still  doubt 
the  vote  on   the  rejection  of  the  amendment. 

Coun.  iSHATTUOK^Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  know  how  many  ambulances  can  be 
supplied  for  $58,000  or  $57,000.  My  idea  would 
be  that  a  smaller  amount  would  suffice,  that 
this  seems  to  be  a  large  amount  for  ambu- 
lances. I  would  like  to  know  how  that  figure 
is    arrived   at. 

Coun.  MELLEN — If,  for  example,  ten  ambu- 
lances were  to  be  bought,  that  would  mean 
an  expenditure  of  approximately  $5,000  to 
$6,000  each. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— The  amount  mentioned 
in  the  amendment  would  mean  a  cost  of  about 
$6,700  per  ambulance,  which  seems  to  me 
a  most  outrageous  figure.  I  don't  believe  they 
would    cost   that    amount   of    money. 

Coun.  MELLEN — "Well,  I  suppose  the  amount 
might  be  cut  down  somewhat,  according  to  the 
actual  cost  of  the  ambulances.  But  certainly 
something  should  be  done  to  furnish  a  proper 
amount  to  the  Police  Department  for  the 
purchase  of  ambulances,  which  are  so  much 
needed    in    this    city. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  perhaps  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions can  throw  some  light  on  this  matter 
of  proposed  equipment  figures  in  the  depart- 
ment— whether,  for  instance,  this  proposed 
amount  for  ambulances  would  include  prowl 
cars,   that  sort  of  thing. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  I  am  sorry 
that  I  have  not  the  exact  figures  here,  but 
prowl  cars,  combination  ambulances  and  police 
wagons  and  motorcycles,  I  think,  were  in- 
cluded   in    the   $67,000    item. 

Coun.  WILSON— What  I  am  getting  at— and 
I  want  to  help  out  in  this  matter  and  am  not 
seeking  to  cause  any  delay — is  that  what  I  am 
primarily  interested  in  is  to  find  out  what 
the  item  consists  of.  As  I  understand  it, 
the  item  which  the  councilor  from  Charles- 
town  (Coun.  Mellen)  would  like  to  put  in 
concerns  only   ambulances,  and  not  motorcycles 


240 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


or  prowl  cars,  which  I  don't  think  are  needed. 
I  do  believe  in  having  more  ambulances  in 
the  City  of  Boston.  While  I  would  like  to 
go  along  with  the  councilor  from  Charlestown 
(Coun.  Mellem)  on  the  ambulance  item,  how- 
ever, I  personally  believe  in  ambulances  and 
not  prowl  cars.  Therefore,  I  would  like  to 
have  this  item  broken  dawn  so  that  we  may 
be  sure  that  it  does  deal  only  with  ambulances. 
So  far  as  ambulances  are  concerned,  I  am 
with  an  item  that  will  furnish  ambulances, 
which  I  feel  are  greatly  needed,  in  the  City 
of    Boston. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  would  it  he 
in  order  to  have  a  recess  of  five  minutes,  so 
that  I  may  find  out  from  Police  Headquarters 
just  what  the  commissioner  intends  to  do 
with  the  money  that  he  may  obtain  under 
such    an    item? 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — You  will  lose  your 
right  to  press  your  doubt  of  the  vote  if  we 
adjourn    for   five   minutes. 

Coun.  DOWD — Of  course,  if  we  appropriate 
the  money  it  is  up  to  the  commissioner  to 
say  how  it  shall  be  used,  regardless  of  how 
we  may  feel  in  the  matter  of  motorcycles, 
ambulances  or  cruising  cars.  When  we  once 
pass  the  item  the  money  can  be  used  entirely 
for   cruising   cars,   to   which    I    object. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  I  think  it 
is  only  fair  not  to  take  hasty  action.  Even  if 
it  is  after  five  o'clock,  I  believe  we  should  try 
to  get  some  information  from  the  Police  Com- 
missioner as  to  what  this  money  will  be  used 
for,  whether  for  ambulances  or  otherwise.  I 
understand  that  the  commissioner  wants  money 
for  ambulances,  and  I  certainly  think  it  will 
do  no  harm  to  have  a  short  delay  until  we 
may  find  out  over  the  phone  what  the  Police 
Commissioner's    attitude    on    the    matter    is. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — Well,  in  deference 
to  the  councilor  and  to  the  other  members 
of  the  Council,  I  think  in  the  meantime, 
while  he  ds  obtaining  some  information  upon 
that  matter,  unless  there  is  objection,  we  may 
proceed    with   other   items. 

Coun.  MELLEN — And  this  will  stay  in  abey- 
ance? 

Chairman  GALLAGHER.  Yes.  We  will 
now   take  up    the   following : 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriations  herein- 
after specified  be  met  by  taxes  to  the  amount 
of  $20,000,  said  amount  to  be  raised  by  tax- 
ation from  the  polls  and  estates  in  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  that  all  orders  passed  by  the 
City  Council  relating  to  appropriations,  taxes 
and  the  interest  thereon,  apply  to  the  appro- 
priations   and    taxes    herein    provided    for. 

Suffolk   County  Courthouse,   Custodian. 
B.     Contractual     Services $15,000  00 

Probate   Court. 
A.     Personal    Service $5,000   00 

4.     Other  departmental 

work     $5,000  00 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — The  question  is 
on  the  acceptance  of  the  report  and  the 
passage  of  the  items. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  items 
were  adopted,  yeas  16,  nays  1 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Brackman,  Doherty, 
Dowd,  Finley,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J. 
Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kil- 
roy,  George  A.  Murray,  Peter  A.  Murray, 
Shattuck,     Tobin,    Wilson— 16. 

Nays — Ooun.    Norton — 1. 

Coun. .  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  answering 
the  question  of  Councilor  Wilson  if  I  may  at 
this  particular  time  interrupt,  with  regard  to 
the  Police  Department  item  which  has  been 
referred  to,  I  have  here  a  communication  from 
the  Police  Commissioner  that  may  explain 
things  a  little  more  in  detail.  It  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

"The  furnishing  of  emergency  ambulance 
sea-vice  is  one  of  the  most  important  and  fre- 
quent duties  confronting  the  department.  For 
its  purpose  the  department  has  thirty-one 
so-called    utility    wagons,    commonly    known    as 


patrol  wagons,  twenty-six  of  which  were  pur- 
chased between  1929  and  1932.  Twenty  of 
these  wagons  should  and  at  least  ten  of  them 
must  be  replaced  at  once  because  in  their 
present  condition  despite  constant  repair,  they 
are  unfit  for  ambulance  service  and  constitute 
a    menace    to    the    public." 

So  you  see,  according  to  the  commissioner, 
twenty  of  these  ambulances  should  and  at 
least    ten    must   be    replaced   at    once. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — We  will  next  take 
up   the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriations  herein- 
after specified  be  met  by  taxes  to  the  amount 
of  $10,529.99,  said  amount  to  be  raised  by 
taxation  from  the  polls  and  estates  in  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  that  all  orders  passed  by  the 
City  Council  relating  to  appropriations,  taxes 
and  the  interest  thereon,  apply  to  the  appro- 
priations   and    taxes    herein    provided    for. 

Assessing   Department. 
A.     Personal      Service $2,000  00 


Permanent     employees : 
Assessors,    2    at    $5,000 

($6,000)     $2,000  00 


Public   Works   Department. 

Sanitary    Service. 

C.     Equipment     $3,500  00 


Park   Department. 
B.     Contractual     Services $2,000  00 


Institutions    Department. 

Child    Welfare    Division. 

A.     Personal      Service $3,029  99 


1.     Permanent   employees: 
Deputy      commissioner, 

1    at    $3,500 $3,029  99 


The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came   on    the   passage   of    the   order. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President.  I  would 
raise  a  point  of  information.  Can't  the  Child 
Welfare  Division  item,  the  last  item,  be  voted 
upon    separately? 

Chairman     GALLAGHER— Yes. 

Coun.  NORTON— Do  I  understand  that  the 
item  here  for  Assessing  Department,  $2,000. 
increases  the  salaries  of  two  of  the  assessors 
from    $5,000    to    $6,000    each? 

Chairman   GALLAGHER— Yes,   sir. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — The  question  now 
comes  on  the  item  for  Institutions  Depart- 
ment, Child  Welfare  Division,  A,  Personal 
Service,  $3,029.99 ;  1,  permanent  employees, 
deputy    commissioner,     1    at    $3,500,    $3,029.99. 

The  item   was   adopted,   yeas    17,    nays   0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Agmew,  Brackman,  Doherty. 
Dowd,  Finley,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J. 
Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kil- 
roy,  Mellen,  Peter  A.  Murray,  Norton,  Shat- 
tuck.     Tobin,    Wilson — 17. 

Nays — 0. 

The  order   was   passed   yeas   12,   nays   3 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Brackman,  Doherty, 
Finley,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald, 
Gallagher,  Harris,  Kilroy,  George  A.  Murray, 
Peter    A.    Murray,    Shattuck — 12. 

Nays — Coun.    Mellen,    Norton,    Tobin — 3. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — The  question  now 
comes  on   the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriations  herein- 
after specified  be  met  by  taxes  to  the  amount 
of  $5,000,  said  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxa- 
tion from  the  polls  and  estates  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  that  all  orders  passed  by  the  City 
Council  relating  to  appropriations,  taxes  and 
the  interest  thereon,  apply  to  the  appropria- 
tions   and    taxes    herein    provided    for. 

Boston  Traffic  Commission. 

B.  Contractual     Services $2,500  00 

C.  Equipment    2,500  00 


$5,000  00 
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Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  without 
taking  up  time  on  each  one  of  these  orders 
that  come  from  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, I  wish  to  say  that  I  think  the  com- 
mittee has  done  exceedingly  well  under  the 
circumstances  in  handling  the  appropriation 
bill,  and  therefore  I  shall  vote  for  the  items 
it    has    presented    and    against    amendments. 

The  order  for  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
items   were  adopted,   yeas   17,   nays   0 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Brackman,  Doherty, 
Dowd,  Finley,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J. 
Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kil- 
roy,  Mellen,  George  A.  Murray,  Peter  A.  Mur- 
ray,   Shattuck,    Tobin,    Wilson — 17. 

Nays — 0. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — The  question  now 
reverts  to  Councilor  MeMen's  doubt  of  the  vote 
on    the   police   item. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  may  I  with- 
draw the  motion  I  made  and  substitute  for  it  . 
another  motion,  specifying  a  definite  amount? 
I  have  just  been  talking  with  Commissioner 
Timilty  on  the  phone  and  have  been  informed 
that  the  department  requires  twenty  ambu- 
lances at  $2,000  each,  which  will  take  $40,000, 
and  that  those  ambulances  are  sadly  needed 
in  Boston.  My  original  amendment  proposed 
the  amount  of  $&7,700.  I  want  to  substitute 
for  that  $40,000,  inasmuch  as  Commissioner 
Timilty  informs  me  that  twenty  ambulances 
at    $2,000   each,    will   be    required. 

Conn.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  is  this  order 
introduced  as  an  amendment  to  the  report  of 
the    Committee    on    Appropriations? 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — Yes,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Chairman  AGNEW — Then,  Mr.  President;  we 
are  voting  upon  it  as  an  amendment  to  the 
committee's  report  ? 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — Yes,  an  amend- 
ment to  the  committee's  report.  The  Chair 
ruled  that  the  original  amendment  proposed 
was  rejected,  and  Councilor  Mellen  doubted 
the  vote.  He  has  now  withdrawn  his  motion 
and  presented  this  as  a  new  motion,  propos- 
ing an  amount  of   $40,000. 

Coun.  TOBIN-^Mr.  President,  I  hope  that 
this  amendment  will  he  adopted.  Item  C, 
equipment,  under  the  Police  Department  Ap- 
propriation, as  allowed  by  the  committee's 
report,  is  approximately  $10,000.  That  will 
take  care  of  the  necessary  motorcycle  pur- 
chases of  the  department.  I  think  this  sub- 
stitute motion,  allowing  $10,000  in  addition  for 
ambulances,  is  a  necessary  one,  that  this 
amount  should  be  allowed  for  this  purpose  to 
the  Police  Department.  It  is  very  easy  to 
say  that,  no  matter  how  we  appropriate  money, 
the  Police  Commissioner  will  do  as  he  thinks 
best ;  but  we  have  his  solemn  assurance  that 
if  given  the  money  he  will  buy  these  ambu- 
lances. In  various  parts  of  the  city  they  are 
needed,  not  only  for  the  ordinary  work  of 
the  department,  but  for  customary  ambulance 
purposes.  I  think  we  should  show  to  the 
new  Police  Commissioner  that  we  think  that 
he  is  doing  an  excellent  job,  and  should 
manifest  toward  him  the  same  consideration 
that  we  showed  the  previous  commissioner  on 
a  similar  request  from  his  department.  It  is 
true  that  he  can  use  the  money  for  some 
other  purpose.  Nevertheless,  we  have  his 
solemn  assurance  that  the  commissioner,  who 
is  trying  to  do  the  best  he  can  for  the  city, 
will  use  the  money  for  the  purchase  of  ambu- 
lances. I  believe,  therefore,  that  he  should 
be  allowed  to  go  ahead,  we  giving  him  the 
money  for  this  purpose  and  not  force  action. 
Everybody  admits  that  these  ambulances 
are  necessary.  It  may  be  said  that  they  are 
not  to  be  entirely  used  as  ambulances,  but 
they  are  certainly  to  be  used  in  part  for  ambu- 
lance service,  and  I  believe,  therefore,  that 
the  item  should  be  passed.  We  have  passed 
budgets  containing  millions  of  dollars,  some- 
times with  very  little  thought,  and  I  think 
we  should  at  least  give  some  consideration  to 
the  purchase  of  ambulances  for  the  Boston 
Police  Department.  Therefore,  instead  of  hav- 
ing this  C  equipment  item  $0,557.50.  I  think 
it  should  be  increased  to  $40,000,  in  accord- 
ance  with   this   amendment. 


Coun.  FINLEY— (Mr.  President,  I  want 
briefly  to  echo  the  sentiments  expressed  by 
the  councilor  from  Ward  15  (Coun.  Tobin) 
and  also  to  speak  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  councilor  from  Charlestown 
(Coun.  Mellen)  which  I  trust  will  be  adopted 
by  this  body.  As  far  as  the  district  I  repre- 
sent is  concerned,  I  feel  absolutely  positive 
that  an  up-to-date  ambulance  service  should 
be  furnished  in  this  city.  The  police  station 
in  West  Roxbury  is  seven  miles  away  from 
the  Boston  City  Hospitall.  We  have  few 
arrests  in  our  district,  but  we  do  have  acci- 
dents, and  I  believe  the  people  are  entitled 
to  better  ambulance  service  than  they  have 
at  the  present  time.  I  trust,  therefore,  that 
the  amendment  'will  be   adopted. 

Coun.  KILROY-^Mr.  President,  I  wish  the 
members  would  go  back  to  calling  these  vehicles 
"paddy   wagons"    instead    of    "ambulances." 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
I  feel  that  the  amendment  offered  by  the  coun- 
cilor from  Charlestown  should  be  adopted. 
My  district  takes  in  two-thirds  of  the  Park 
Department,  and  there  is  not  a  day  that  goes 
by  when  there  are  not  one  or  more  accidents, 
many  of  them  very  serious,  calling  for  such 
service  to  the  hospitals  as  can  only  be  furnished 
by    an    ambulance. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — The  Chair  will 
first  state  the  question.  The  question  is  on  Coun- 
cilor Mellen's  amendment  to  increase  the  C 
item   for    the    Police   Department    to    $40,000. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  there  is 
much  talk  here  about  ambulances,  but  before 
we  take  a  vote  on  the  amendment  let  us  under- 
stand thoroughly  what  we  are  voting  on. 
In  this  connection  let  me  quote  again  from 
the  Police  Commissioner — and  we  cannot  quote 
amy  better  authority  upon  this  matter — when 
he  says : 

"The  furnishing  of  emergency  ambulance 
service  is  one  of  the  most  important  and  fre- 
quent duties  confronting  the  department.  For 
its  department  the  department  has  thirty-one 
so-called  utility  wagons,  commonly  known  as 
patrol  wagons,  twenty-six  of  which  were 
purchased  between  1929  and  1932.  Twenty  of 
these  wagons  should  and  at  least  ten  of  them 
must  be  replaced  at  once,  because  in  their 
present  condition,  despite  constant  repair,  they 
are  unfit  for  ambulance  service  and  constitute 
a    menace   to   the   public." 

They  are  patrol  wagons.  If  these  were 
out-and-out  ambulances,  for  the  care  of  sick 
persons,  which  is  what  we  all  understand  an 
ambulance  to  be,  it  would  be  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent  thing. 

Coun.  WILSON— 'Mr.  President,  I  have  the 
highest  regard  for  the  Police  Commissioner. 
He  says  that  we  have  thirty-one  so-called 
utility  wagons,  twenty  of  which  should  and 
at  least  ten  must  be  replaced  at  once.  I  be- 
lieve, therefore,  that  we  should  vote  for  an 
item  not  of  $40,000,  but  of  $20,000.  I  cannot 
refuse  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  Council  a  year 
ago  voted  for  ten  of  these  wagons  and  that 
the  money  was  used  for  oil  and  not  for  utility 
wagons.  Of  course  that  had  nothing  to  do  with 
Commissioner  Timilty,  but  that  was  a  fact. 
He  says  there  are  twenty  that  should  be 
replaced  and  ten  that  must  he  replaced.  So 
I  would  favor  the  figure  of  .$20,000,  that  would 
cover  what  the  Commissioner  says  we  must 
have. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President.  I  hope  any 
remark  I  made  this  afternoon  will  not  be 
considered  derogatory  of  the  work  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  because  I 
honestly  feel  that  they  have  done  a  good  job. 
And  I  might  say  that  no  member  has  stood 
on  the  floor  of  this  Council  and  been  more 
outspoken  than  I  have  been  against  the  present 
Mayor,  on  different  occasions.  But  I  have 
seen  Charlestown  men  laid  out  on  the  side- 
walks as  the  result  of  an  accident,  and  wait- 
ing for  a  long  time  for  an  ambulance  or 
patrol  wagon  to  come  along  to  take  them 
where  they  could  be  cared  for.  I  feel,  there- 
fore, that  $40,000  is  a  very  minute  amount  for 
this  laudable  purpose,  when  compared  with 
the  millions  in  favor  of  which  wo  vote  during 
the    course    of    a    year    almost    without    debate. 
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$40,000  for  amfbulances  to  protect  the  people 
of  our  districts  is  a  very  small  part  of  the 
amount  we  are  continually  voting  for  dif- 
ferent purposes,  and  I  feel  that  no  amounts 
we  can  appropriate  will  be  so  well  spent  as 
this. 

Coun.  Mellen's  amendment  was  declared  re- 
jected Iby   a   show   of   hands,    7    to    9. 

Coun.  Mellen  and  Coun.  Wilson  addressed  the 
Chair,  Coun.  MELLEN  doubting  the  vote  and 
asking  for  a   roll   call. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  move  to 
further    increase — 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — The  question  is 
on  solving  the  doubt  by   roll  call. 

Coun.  iPETER  J.  FITZGERALD — Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the  Chair 
recognized  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17  (Coun. 
Wilson )    first. 

Coun.  GAiLLAGHBR— The  Chair  did  not 
recognize^  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17.  No 
other  business  is  in  order  when  a  vote  is 
doubted. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  don't  want 
to  press  my  point,  but  I  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  I  had  been  recognized  by  the 
Chair. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — No  other  business 
is  in  order  when  a  vote  is  doubted.  The  ques- 
tion   is    on    solving    the   doulbt. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll,  on  the  adoption  of 
Coun.  Mellen's  amendment,  proposing  $40,000 
under  the  C  item  for  the  Police  Department, 
in  place  of  $9,557.50,  and  the  amendment  was 
rejected,  yeas   7,   nays   10: 

Yeas — 'Coun.  Brackman,  Finley,  Harris, 
Mellen,  George  A.  Murray,  Peter  A.  Murray, 
Tab  in— 7. 

Nays — Coun.  Agnew  Doherty,  Dowd,  John 
I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher, 
Kerrigan,     Kilroy,     Shattuck,     Wilson — '10. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President  am  I  labor- 
ing under  the  correct  impression  that  we  were 
voting  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
councilor    from    Charlestown  ? 

Chairman   GALLAGHER— Yes. 

Coun.  WILSON — And  the  question  now 
comes  on  adopting  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on    Appropriations  ? 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— Yes. 

Coun.  WILSON — I  move  then,  Mr.  President, 
to  amend  Item  C,  Equipment,  $9,557.50,  to 
read    $29,557.50. 

Coun.  Wilson's  proposed  amendment  was 
declared    carried. 

Coun.  DOWD  doubted  the  vote  and  asked 
for  a  roll  call. 

Coun.  Wilson's  amendment  prevailed  upon 
roll   call,   yeas    9,   nays   8 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Brackman,  Finley,  John  I.  Fitz- 
gerald, Harris,  Mellen.  George  A.  Murray, 
Peter    A.     Murray,     Tobin,    Wilson — 9. 

Nays — Coun.  Agnew,  Doherty,  Dowd,  Peter 
A.  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy, 
Shattuck— 8. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — The  amendment  is 
adopted,  and  the  question  comes  on  the 
passage    of    the    order    as    amended. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  now  that  we 
have  had  a  couple  of  amendments  slicing  oft 
a  part  of  the  money  that  the  commissioner 
has  asked  for,  I  now  move  that  that  item 
for  equipment  be  made  to  read  $67,700,  or  the 
entire  amount  that  the  commissioner  asked 
for. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  raise 
the  point  of  order  that  that  amendment  at 
this    stage    is   out   of   order. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — -For  what  reason, 
if    the   councilor    please? 

Coun.  iSHATTUCK— We  have  already  voted 
on  two  amendments  reducing  the  amount  pro- 
posed in  the  amendment  originally  presented 
t6  us,  the  original  $67,700  amendment  was 
withdrawn,  and  now  this  amendment  pro- 
posed at  this   time  seems  out  of  order. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — Another  amend- 
ment having  intervened,  the  Chair  will  rule 
that  this  amendment  is  in  order. 

Coun.  MELLEN— Jl  thought  it  might  be  out 
of  order,  Mr.  President,  because  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  $29,557.50'  amendment.  That 
amendment  was  adopted,  I  understand? 


Chairman  GALLAGHER— That  is  correct, 
but  Councilor  Dowd  is  moving  to  further 
amend. 

Coun.  MELLEN— What  is  the  amount? 

Chairman    GALLAGHER— $67,700. 

Coun.    MELLEN— Instead    of    what? 

Chairman     GALLAGHER— $29,557.50. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  have  sat 
here  quietly  this  afternoon  and  listened  and 
have  seen  the  votes  on  amendments,  and  am 
rather  surprised  that  anyone  should  vote 
against  giving  the  Police  Commissioner  what 
he  has  asked  for,  knowing  that  the  proper 
running  of  his  department  is  something  in 
which  all  citizens  are  interested.  My  amend- 
ment at  the  present  time  proposes  to  give  the 
commissioner  all  he  has  asked  for,  because 
I  believe  he  is  trying  to  do  a  good  job  in  his 
department  and  should  be  encouraged.  I  can- 
not understand  how  anybody  who  has  voted  for 
the  other  two  amendments  can  vote  against 
this   amendment. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— The  clerk  will  call 
the   roll   on    Councilor   Dowd's    amendment. 

Coun.  AGNEW— Mr.  President,  before  the 
vote  is  taken  I  wish  to  say  that  I  am  still 
in  a  fog.  In  the  first  instance,  we  rejected 
the  amendment  proposing  $40,000  for  this 
item,  and  in  the  second  instance  rejected  the 
amendment  proposing  $30,000. 

Coun.    KERRIGAN — No:    we    passed    that. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Well,  passed  it.  and  now, 
in  what  looks  like  a  vindictive  manner,  be- 
cause the  $30,000  has  been  passed,  we  are 
asked  to  give  the  Police  Department  $67,700 
in   this   item,   as   I   understand   it. 

Chairman    GALLAGHER— That    is   right. 

Coun.  TOBIN— Mr.  President,  I  think  this 
is  a  good  amendment  and  ought  to  be  adopted. 
By  adopting  the  amendment  we  will  give  the 
Police  Commissioner  the  money  he  needs. 
There  is  no  question  that  money  for  this  pur- 
pose is  needed  in  the  Police  Department  and 
that  the  commissioner  is  the  proper  man  to 
spend  the  money.  I  believe  there  should  be  no 
objection  to  the  amendment,  letting  this 
figure  go  through. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  have  the  highest  respect  for  the  Police 
Commissioner,  but  if  ever  John  Taxpayer  got 
a  kicking  around  this  chamber,  he  has  been 
getting  it  this  afternoon.  Let  those  who 
are  advocating  $67,700  for  this  item  be  con- 
sistent. They  say  they  are  opposed  to  more 
prowl  cars,  and  still  members  are  favoring 
this  amendment.  The  objection  in  my  mind 
to  the  prowl  cars  is  that  the  officers  in  those 
cars  pass  the  criminals  and  do  not  meet 
them  on  the  street,  as  they  should.  Let  U6  be 
fair.  Your  committee  heard  every  matter  that 
came  before  it.  It  has  been  the  sincere 
desire  of  the  committee  to  save  the  tax- 
payers' money  and  to  keep  the  tax  rate  down. 
Now.  however,  we  find  the  boys  playing  a 
little  politics  and  putting  in  this  item  for 
$67,700.  I  say,  protect  the  taxpayer,  be  on 
the  level  with  yourselves,  be  consistent,  and 
vote   this    item   down. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  believe  the  amount  should  be  allowed 
to  stand  as  it  is  at  present.  We  voted  the 
additional  $20,000  for  ten  ambulances,  which 
I  am  satisfied  is  enough.  I  went  over  the 
matter  while  the  Mayor  was  away  and  was 
satisfied  that  the  department  is  now  getting 
what  it  needs.  The  trouble  is  that  we  are 
running  wild  on  prowl  cars,  when  all  we 
need  are  he  men  on  the  beat.  I  would  like  to 
see  this  matter  threshed  out  in  the  courts. 
Last  year  the  Police  Department,  supposed 
to  be  standing  for  law  and  order,  diverted  the 
money  to  purchase  these  cars,  after  it  was 
granted  by  the  Council,  to  other  purposes. 
Let  us  go  into  court  and  test  the  thing  out. 
If  the  city  does  not  have  the  money  readily 
available,  I  don't  believe  the  court  is  going  to 
fly  in  the  eyes  of  the  Council  and  say  that 
we  must  grant  it.  The  City  of  Boston  has 
been  made  a  football  in  this  state.  Whenever 
we  have  wanted  anything  at  the  hands  of  the 
state,  we  have  simply  been  laughed  at.  Other 
counties  get  the  consideration  which  is  refused 
to  the  City  of  Boston,  the  County  of  Suffolk. 
I    say    that    we   should    know    what    our    rights 
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are  in  this  matter,  that  the  'whole  thing  should 
be  threshed  out  in  court,  so  that  we  may 
know  what  the  law  is.  There  is  a  question, 
which  should  be  decided.  If  the  Police  De- 
partment can  go  ahead  and  purchase  ambu- 
lances or  other  things  without  action  on  our 
part,  that  is  one  thing.  But  we  know  the 
financial  condition  of  the  city  and  how  much 
we  can  stand.  The  Legislature  has  already 
passed  upon  a  similar  question  in  the  case 
of  the  City  of  Somerville,  which  had  to  get 
the  Legislature  to  approve  its  acts.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  City  Council  in  this  case  should 
assert  its  prerogatives,  and  I  feel  that  when 
it  does  so  it  will  come  out  ahead  in  court. 

Coun.  BRAOKMAN— Mr.  President,  I  think 
in  adopting  this  amendment  that  has  ju'st  been 
proposed  we  will  be  acting  entirely  within  our 
prerogatives  m  a  matter  that  concerns  the 
City  of  Boston  in  its  appropriation  for  the 
Police  Department.  The  amount  suggested  in 
the  amendment  is  the  amount  that  the  com- 
missioner asked  for,  based  on  supporting  figures 
and  statements  showing  that  he  needed  the 
amount  requested  in  order  to  operate  his  de- 
partment efficiently.  The  appropriation  for 
the  department  has  been  reduced,  in  my 
opinion,  to  a  point  below  what  the  department 
really  needs  to  carry  on  its  work  as  it  should 
be  done.  We  have  heard  objection  expressed 
here  to  prowl  cars,  an  attempt  being  made  to 
cut  out  the  entire  appropriation  for  that 
purpose.  It  is  a  fact,  however,  that  patrol- 
men in  the  outlying  districts,  with  miles  of 
territory  to  cover,  cannot  do  so  properly 
without  the  use  of  prowl  cars.  We  still  have 
a  great  number  of  police  who  are  obliged  to 
go  about  on  foot,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
there  are  fifty  prowl  cars  in  the  City  of 
Boston.  This  is  a  sum  needed  -to  run  one  of 
the  most  important  departments  in  the  city 
efficiently.  As  far  as  additional  ambulances 
are  concerned,  any  man  who  has  seen  some 
poor  unfortunate  run  down  and  requiring  im- 
mediate hospital  treatment,  which  is  something 
we  have  all  seen  at  one  time  or  another,  must 
feel  pretty  badly  when  told  that  the  city  does 
not  have  sufficient  money  to  provide  adequate 
equipment  in  the  way  of  ambulances  to  take 
(  care  of  that  sort  of  thing,  and  to  be  told  that 
such  equipment  as  we  have  is  approximately 
six  years  of  age.  I  am  in  favor  of  giving  the 
commissioner  what  he  has  asked  for.  I  have 
already  voted  to  increase  the  amount  recom- 
mended by  the  committee,  and  I  am  going 
to  vote  for  this  proposed  increase,  because 
I    think    the   amount    is    much    needed. 

Coun.  TOBIN— «r.  President,  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  understand  the  argument  of  the  coun- 
cilor from  Ward  8  (Coun.  John  I.  Fitzgerald) 
when  he  says  that  $29,000  for  this  item  is 
enough.  We  do  not  have  to  rely  on  his  words 
here  today,  but  can  refer  to  his  words  as  Act- 
ing Mayor  of  the  city,  when  he  sent  to  this 
body  on  May  24  a  supplementary  budget  in 
which  he  recommended  an  additional  amount  of 
$66,000  for  the  Police  Department.  We  find 
that  communication  in  the  records  of  the 
Council,  over  his  own  signature,  including 
in  the  requested  $66,000  an  appropriation  of 
$45,000  to  "be  granted  the  Police  Commissioner 
for  the  purchase  of  motor  vehicles.  With  this 
appropriation  it  will  be  possible  for  the  com- 
missioner to  replace  twenty-five  prowl  cars 
and  ten  combination  ambulances  and  police 
wagons  now  in  service."  That  is  over  his 
own  signature  in  the  records  of  this  Council 
of  Monday,  May  '24,  .1937.  I  say  that  the 
position  he  took  then  is  right,  and  that  that 
should  be  his  position  today.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  Police  Commissioner  wished  to  have 
$100,000,  and  under  this  proposed  amendment 
we  are  simply  allowing  him  a  little  more  than 
half  of  that.  I  believe  Councilor  Dowd's  amend- 
ment  should   be   adopted. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  sent  that  message  in  as  Acting  Mayor, 
at  the  request  of  the  Police  Commissioner 
who,  if  he  did  not  get  what  he  wished,  was 
satisfied  to  take  half  a  loaf.  Now,  certain  agree- 
ments have  been  made  today,  and  I  want 
to  see  those  agreements  lived  up  to.  I  be- 
lieve those  agreements  should  be  lived  up  to, 
and   I    do   not   recede   from    my    position. 


Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  it  may  be 
that  the  Police  Commissioner,  when  we  have 
once  voted  for  his  department,  can  use  it  as 
he  sees  fit,  but  we  have  his  word  as  to  what 
he  desires  in  the  department  in  connection 
with  this  appropriation-  item.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  $29,000  we  have  already  voted 
does  not  mean  two  cents  in  the  tax  bill.  So 
far  as  the  use  of  the  money  by  the  commis- 
sioner for  prowl  cars  or  other  motor  equip- 
ment is  concerned,  as  a  matter  of  fact  that 
does  not  come  within  our  province  either  as 
citizens  or  as  members  of  the  Council.  An- 
swering the  gentleman  from  Ward  3,  in  his 
first  remarks  this  afternoon,  he  said  that 
the  Police  Commissioner  last  year  diverted 
the  money  that  we  appropriated  for  police 
cars  for  gas  and  oil.  That  certainly  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  present  commissioner. 
Speaking  of  implied  agreements  this  afternoon, 
I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  agreements  this 
afternoon.  I  have  stood  up  here  and  acted 
in  good  faith  on  the  matters  that  have  come 
before  us  without  knowledge  of  any  agree- 
ment, actual  or  implied.  I  know  nothing  of 
implied  agreements  that  have  been  hinted 
at  by  the  councilor  and  I  know  nothing  about 
implied   or   express   agreements   this   afternoon. 

Coun.  WILSON — I  might  remind  the  gentle- 
man from  Charlestown  of  one  implied  agree- 
ment, when  he  reduced  his  original  figure 
under  this  item  stating  that  what  he  had  in 
mind  was  the  purchase  of  ambulances  and  not 
prowl  cars.  Therefore,  he  reduced  his  original 
figure,  when  it  appeared  that  the  amount  was 
more  than  would  be  sufficient  to  provide  ambu- 
lances. In  that  way  I  made  an  implied  agree- 
ment with  him,  in  voting  for  the  reduced 
amount. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  an  implied 
agreement  to  my  mind  does  not  mean  one 
member  of  the  Council  getting  up  and  mak- 
ing a  definite  statement  in  his  remarks,  with 
an  inference  on  bis  part  that  it  is  consented 
to  by  other  members.  That  is  not  an  implied 
agreement.  If  I  am  wrong,  I  would  like 
to   be  corrected. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, as  I  said  at  the  original  budget  hearings, 
I  intended  to  follow  the  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee. I  think  he  has  done  a  very  worthy 
job.  In  voting  today,  however,  for  something  that 
his  committee  did  not  vote  favorably  upon,  I  say 
that  I  was  not  acting  against  my  principle  of  con- 
sistency, but  that  I  did  it  for  one  reason.  Over 
in  South  Boston  we  have  a  patrol  wagon  that 
is  in  a  bad  state  of  disrepair,  and  I  am  in- 
formed by  a  police  official  that  that  condition 
is  true  throughout  the  city.  That  is  certainly 
a  condition  that  should  be  remedied,  in  the 
interest  of  our  citizens.  For  that  reason,  and 
for  that  reason  alone,  have  I  deviated  from 
my  original  purpose  to  follow  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations.  But  now 
the  councilor  from  Ward  8  (Coun.  Dowd), 
after  that  item  has  gone  through,  wants  to 
raise  the  amount  to  a  considerably  hitrber  fig- 
ure. Speaking  generally  on  the  Police  De- 
partment, as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  budget, 
I  think  such  a  question  should  go  to  court, 
so  that  we  can  determine  our  rights.  I  feel 
that  the  figure  now  suggested  should  not  be 
adopted    by    the   body. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  shall  object  to  this  increased  amount 
for  this  item  for  one  reason.  Each  of  these 
prowl  cars  contains  two  men.  If  the  car  ap- 
proaches a  scene  where  something  is  happen- 
ing, or  where  the  services  of  a  patrolman  are 
required,  one  man  must  remain  in  the  car. 
So  tbere  is  only  really  one  man  in  action.  In 
my  district,  on  Pearl  street,  with  the  pedestrian 
patrol,  a  police  officer  covers  the  district  twice 
in  one  night.  So,  so  far  as  the  suggested 
efficiency  of  this  new  system  is  concerned,  I 
ask    the   members   to   keep   that    in   mind. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  yeas  9,  nays  8  : 

Yeas — Coun.  lirackman,  Doherty.  Dowd,  Fin- 
ley.  Gallagher,  Harris,  Mellen,  Peter  A.  Mur- 
ray.    Tobin — 9. 

Nays — Coun.  Agnew.  John  I.  Fitzgerald, 
Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy,  George 
A.    Murray,    Shattuck.    Wilson — 8. 
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Item  C,  Equipment,  under  Police  Depart- 
ment, was  thus  amended  to  read  $67,700,  and 
the  supplemental  recommendations  as  reported 
by  the  committee,  with  this  amendment,  were 
adopted,   yeas  14,   nays  3 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Brackman,  Doherty, 
Dowd,  Finley,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J. 
Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kil- 
roy,    Mellen,     Peter    A.    Murray,    Tobin — 14. 

Nays — Coun.     Norton,     Shattuck,     Wilson — 3. 

Later    in    the   session    Coun.    WILSON    said : 

Mr.  President,  I  move  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  on  the  supplementary  appropriations 
relating  to  the  Police  Department,  and  move 
that  action  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of 
the   Council. 

Coun.  Wilson's  motion  was  declared  lost. 
Coun.  WILSON  doubted  the  vote  and  asked 
for  the  yeas  and  nays.  Coun.  Wilson's  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  and  assign  to  the  next 
meeting   was   lost,   yeas    8,    nays    9 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  John  I.  Fitzgerald-, 
Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy,  George 
A.    Murray,     Shattuck,     Wilson — 8. 

Nays — Coun.  Doherty,  Dowd,  Finley,  Gal- 
lagher, Harris,  McGrath,  Mellen,  Peter  A. 
Murray,   Tobin — 9. 


REPORT  OF   COMMITTEE  ON   PUBLIC 
LANDS  AND  TAX  TITLE  PROPERTIES. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  and  Tax  Title  Properties,  sub- 
mitted    the    following  : 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  May  10)  for  sale  of  twelve  parcels 
of  tax  title  properties — that  same  ought  to 
pass,  with  the  exception  of  6  Douglass  court, 
Boston,  and  88-94   Bolton  street,   South   Boston. 

Report  accepted  ;  said  orders  read  once  and 
passed,  yeas  17 ;  nays — Coun.  Norton,  Wilson 
—2. 


REPORT   OF    COMMITTEE    ON    PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public     Lands,     submitted     the     following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  May  24)  for  license  to  build  over 
sewer  easement  at  30  Birch  street.  Roslindale 
— that  same  ought  to   pass. 

Report    accepted ;    said    order    passed. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  March  1)  for  leasing  of  land  at 
Canal    street' — that   same  ought    not    to    pass. 

Report   accepted ;    order    rejected. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
for  sale  of  land  on  Columbia  road  (referred 
August  12,  1935) — that  same  ought  not  to  pass. 

Report   accepted ;    order    rejected. 


SHUTTING    OFF    WATER. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  offered  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  withhold  approval  of  the  bill  of 
the  contractor  doing  work  for  the  Water  Di- 
vision on  Prospect  avenue,  Roslindale,  where 
the  water  was  shut  off  on  Saturday  afternoon 
last  for  a  period  of  five  or  six  hours  without 
giving  the  customary  notice  to  tenants  in  that 
particular  section,  until  such  time  as  the  total 
amount  of  claims  filed  for  damage  to  property 
in   that   vicinity   has   been   estimated. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
this  order  deals  with  a  situation  that  arose 
in  a  poor  section  of  my  ward,  where  a  con- 
tractor doing  work  for  the  Water  Division 
shut  off  the  water  on  Saturday  afternoon  last 
for  a  period  of  five  or  six  hours  without  noti- 
fying the  people  of  the  section  affected.  The 
people  were  thus  deprived  of  water  for  a  con- 
siderable time  without  even  being  notified  that 
that  was  to  happen.  If  in  the  meantime  people 
had  turned  on  heaters  there  would  very  likely 
have  been  an  explosion.  Certainly  there  is 
no   excuse   for   shutting   off   water    under    such 


circumstances  without  giving  people  proper 
notification.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  ap- 
proval of  the  bill  of  the  contractor  will  be 
withheld  by  the  Mayor  until  the  total  amount 
of  claims  filed  for  damaged  property  in  the 
vicinity   has   been    estimated. 

The   order    was    passed   under    suspension    of 
the    rule. 


W.    P.    A.    LOAN    FOR    TRAFFIC    SIGNALS. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    his    Honor   the   Mayor   be   re- 
quested to  consider   initiating  a  W.   P.  A.  loan 
of    $150,000    for    additional    traffic    signals. 
Passed   under  suspension   of    the   rule. 


LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE,   YANKEE  DIVISION 
VETERANS. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA  and  McGRATH  offered 
the   following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  instruct  department  heads  to 
allow  a  leave  of  absence,  with  pay,  to  all 
veterans  of  the  Yankee  Division  employed 
by  the  City  of  Boston  in  order  that  they  may 
attend  the  Yankee  Division  Convention  in 
Portland,   Maine,  on   June  25,  26  and   27,   1937. 

Passed    under  suspension   of   the   rule. 


TIME    OFF    FOR    PER   DIEM    EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  offered  the 
following  ■ 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public- 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  place  per  diem  employees  of  thai 
department  on  the  same  basis  in  reference  to 
time  off  as  is  accorded  to  regular  employees. 

Passed    under  suspension   of    the   rule. 


BOARD   WALK,   CITY   POINT. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  and  KERRI- 
GAN offered   the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  instructed  to 
reopen  the  board  walk  at  City  Point,  Ward 
6,    South    Boston. 

Passed    under   suspension   of   the    rule. 


ADDITIONAL   LIFE   GUARDS. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  and  KERRI- 
GAN offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
appoint  additional  life  guards  to  the  beaches 
in  South  Boston  for  the  added  safety  of  the 
large  number  of  people  who  patronize  these 
beaches. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  have  been  given  to  understand  that 
back  in  1930  there  were  eighty-nine  of  these 
guards,  that  in  1931  there  were  one  hundred 
f  ur.  In  1932  the  number  was  reduced  to 
thirty-two,  in  1933  it  was  thirty-eight,  in  1934, 
twenty-nine,  in  1935,  thirty-two,  in  1936.  last 
year,  it  was  thirty-seven,  and  I  am  given  to 
understand  that  this  year  the  number  will  be 
reduced  to  twenty-five  or  a  reduction  of  one 
third  as  compared  with  last  year.  I  under- 
stand also  that  they  had  intended  to  put  on 
W.  P.  A.  life  guards,  but  that  that  has 
fallen  through.  This  great  reduction  in  the 
number  of  life  guards  in  recent  years  means 
a  menace  to  the  safety  of  a  large  number  of 
people  who  patronize  the  beaches,  and  I 
certainly  trust  that  the  Mayor  and  the  Park 
Commissioner  will  see  to  it  that  additional 
life  guards  are  appointed  for  the  protection 
of   the  beaches   in    South    Boston. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN— Mr.  President,  speaking 
on   that  order  I   agree  with   my  colleague  from 
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South  Boston.  I  understand  that  only  twenty- 
five  life  guards  are  to  lbe  placed  on  the  city 
pay  roll  this  year  as  against  thirty-seven  last 
year.  Last  year  there  was  not  a  single  life 
lost,  and  I  compliment  the  Park  Commissioner 
on  his  wonderful  work.  But  there  are  thou- 
sands upon  thousands  of  people  bathing  over 
there  week  days  and  Sundays,  along  the  South 
Boston  beaches  and  certainly  an  addition  to 
the  proposed  twenty-five  life  guards  this  year 
is  deplorably  needed.  I  see  no  reason  why  the 
number  should  not  be  materially  raised,  and  I 
hope  action  will  be  taken  at  once,  now  that  the 
bathing   season    is   on. 

The    order    was    passed    under   suspension    of 
the    rule. 


CHAUFFEURS'    PAY    IN    PUBLIC    WORKS 

'DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  DOHERTY,  FINLEY  and  PETER 
A.    MURRAY    offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  pay  chauffeurs  of  that  department 
a  minimum  of  $5.50  per  day  to  conform  with 
the  rating  for   that  position. 

Coun.  DOHERTY— (Mr.  President,  my  pur- 
pose in  introducing  this  order  is  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
to  a  condition  in  the  department  that  should 
be  immediatelly  remedied.  There  are  men 
driving  trucks  for  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment who  are  receiving  but  $5  per  day,  al- 
though they  have  a  chauffeur's  rating.  I 
believe  if  they  are  expected  to  accept  the 
responsibility  of  driving  big  trucks,  the  least 
the  city  can  do  is  to  give  them  the  money 
to   which   a   truck  driver   is  entitled. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
I  agree  entirely  with  what  the  councilor  has 
said.  These  men  who  are  driving  trucks  in 
the  department  are  being  given  the  same  rate 
of  wages  as  laborers.  A  chauffeur  naturally 
expects  to  get  more  than  a  laborer.  I  believe 
we  should  have  the  same  wage  for  chauffeurs 
as  for  mechanics  of  all  kinds, 
v  The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule. 


IMPROVEMENTS,   SULLIVAN  SQUARE 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.    MBLLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Park    Commissioner    be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
make  all   necessary  and   needed   improvements, 


such  as  grading,  installation  of  a  bubbler 
and/or  improvements,  etc.,  at  the  Sullivan 
Square  Playground,  Charlestown,  bounded  by 
Sever    and    Main    streets. 

Passed    under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


SIDEWALK,  LANDSDOWNE   STREET. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Landsdowne 
street,  north  side,  (from  Ipswich  street,  Ward 
6,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon ; 
saiid  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above 
the  gutter  adjoining,  to  lbe  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone, 
with  granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 
Passed    under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


CLOSING   OF    OPEN   DUMPS. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Health  Commissioner  of 
Boston,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be' re- 
quested to  consider  the  advisability  of  making 
plans  to  close  the  open  dumps  located  off 
American  Legion  Highway,  Roslindale,  and 
off   Beach   street,    Roslindale. 

Passed    under   suspension   of    the    rule. 


RE-EMPLOYMENT    OF    FORMER    CITY 
EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  con- 
sider the  advisability  olf  giving  preference 
in  re-employment  to  those  city  employees  let 
go  during:  the  first  part  of  his  administration 
especially  those  who  had  served  the  city  for 
twenty,  thirty  and  thirty-six  years. 

Passed    under   suspension   of   the   rule.  ' 


CEMETERY   FUND. 

Coun.   NORTON   offered   the   following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Mayor    of    Boston    con- 
sider  the  advisability   of  leaving   the   so-called 
cemetery  fund    intact. 

Passed  .under   suspension   of   the    rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  SHATTUCK, 
at  6.14  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  June  14. 
1937,  at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,   June   14,    1937. 
Regular   meeting  of    the   City   Council   in   the 
Council  Chamber,   City  Hall,  at  2  p.   m.,   Presi- 
dent    FITZGERALD     in     the     chair.     Absent, 
Coun.   Kilroy,   Roberts,    Rosenberg   and   Wilson. 


Coun.  GALLAGHER  in  the  chair. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees   named,   viz. : 

Claims. 

Daniel  DiBlasi,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to   property  by   city  motor   vehicle. 

Petrina  Fazio,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  George 
street. 

Mary  E.  Folger,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  51  East 
Concord  street. 

John  J.  Frazier,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment  issued  against  him. 

Angel  Luper,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judgment 
issued  against   him. 

Joseph  F.  McLean,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
judgment     issued    against    him. 

Bridie  Murphy,  for  compensation  for  loss 
of  ibaby  carriage  taken  by  ashmen  at  42  Polk 
street,    Charlestown. 

Sidney   Needle,   for   refund  on   refuse  tickets. 

John  T.  Nolan,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment   issued   against   him. 

Francis  C.  O'LaugMin,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
judgment   issued   against  him. 

John  J.  Smyth,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to1  property  at  50  and  52  Pleasant  Hill  avenue, 
caused  by   water  being   shut  off. 

Anthony  Orlandella,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  42  Sheafe  street,  caused 
by  ball  thrown  at   Prince  street,   North   End. 

Anna  B.  Sullivan,  for  compensation  for 
da-mage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at 
63    West   street,    Hyde    Park. 

M.  Winer  Company,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

Edward  J.  Kenney,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  police  car. 


PETITIONS  FOR  CHILDREN   TO   APPEAR. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years 
of  age  to  appear  at  places  of  public  amuse- 
ment   were    received,    viz. : 

Ethel   Gegan,   Whiton    Hall,   June   22. 

Rose  E.  Sidman,  Miskan  Tefila  Center, 
June  23. 

Bernadette  Masterson,  Greenwood  Com- 
munity   Hall,    June   21. 

Leave   granted   on    usual   conditions. 


ELECTION    TO    SCHOOL    COMMITTEE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  secretary  of 
the  committee  authorized  by  the  Legislature 
of  election  of  Patrick  J.  Foley  to  the  School 
Committee,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
death    of   Doctor   Mackey. 

Placed   on   file. 


APPROVAL   OF    $1,000,000    LOAN. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Emergency 
Finance  Board  of  approval  of  loan  for  $1,000,- 
000    for    Federal    Projects. 

Placed   on   file. 


INTEREST  IN  CONTRACTS. 

Notice  was  received  from  William  H.  Ellis, 
member  of  Board  of  Appeal,  of  interest  of 
firm  of  W.  H.  Ellis  &  Co.  in  repairs  at  Eastern 
Avenue  Wharf  for  Penal  Institutions  Depart- 
ment. 

Notice  was  received  from  Edward  F.  Mc- 
Clennen,  Special  Assistant  Corporation  Counsel 
in  case  of  City  of  Boston  vs  Joseph  Santo- 
suosso  et  al.,  that  his  firm  has  represented 
Copley  Society  of  Boston  in  request  to  Board 
of  Assessors  for  abatement  of  taxes  on  premises 
at  296   Commonwealth  avenue. 

Severally   placed  on   file. 


MINORS'  LICENSES. 

Applications  for  licenses  for  thirty-four 
newsboys  and  five  bootblacks  were  received. 
Granted    under    usual    conditions. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

«  wvUn:  ¥^¥GA^'  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers  Relief  submitted  report  recommend- 
ing passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the 
City  of  Boston  for  the  month  of  June 
Report    accepted ;   said   order  passed. 


WADING  POOL,  CHARLESBANK. 
folbw[ngf0HN  L  FITZGBKALD  offered  the 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissions,-  i,« 
requested  through  his  Honor  The 'm^  £ 
provide  funds  for  the  erection  of  a  ^re  in- 
closed fence,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a 
ba^leact   *"   ^   CMdren   at   ^eChaflest 

0ld7ediuThat  the  ^rk  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
have  an  examination  made  of  the  Charier- 
bank   Beach,   so   called,   and  to   proceed   at  once 

purpo™  "  m  "  Mfe  C°nditi0n  for  bath^ 
Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— Mr  Presi- 
dent, since  the  Charlesbank  Beach  was  placed 
in  operation  there  has  been  a  terrible  toll 
of  life,  especially  among  children  bathin"  on 
that  beach.  It  is  a  very  sad  situation,  which 
is  very  keenly  felt  by  everybody  in  that 
locality.  I  am  requesting  the  Park  Com- 
missioner to  create  and  screen  in  with  wire 
a  wading  pool  for  the  benefit  of  children 
whose  mothers  are  there  on  a  warm  day,  in 
order  that  they  may  safely  wade.  That 
refers  to  the  order  providing  for  the  erection 
of  a  wire  fence.  The  other  order  looks  to 
making  the  beach  safe  for  bathing.  The 
original  plan  there  did  not  call  for  a  beach, 
but  it  has  been  filled  in  and  is  now  used  as 
a  beach.  There  is  a  question  whether 
proper  filling  is  there,  so  that  it  is  safe  for 
bathing  and  swimming.  If  not,  I  think  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  city  to  make  it  safe  for  those 
using  it.  Otherwise,  there  is  a  menace  to 
boys  and  girls  going  there  on  a  warm  day 
from  all  parts  of  the  city  and  using  it.  As  you 
all  know,  a  few  days  ago  two  young  girls 
from  Charlestown  were  drowned  there.  They 
were  looking  for  a  bathing  beach  and  came 
over  there  to  the  West  End  and  went  in 
at  this  place,  and  were  drowned.  So  it  is 
evident  that  something  should  be  done.  Seven 
lives  have  been  lost  there  in  the  last  two 
years,  which  shows  that  something  is  radically 
wrong.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  steps  will  be 
taken  to  place  the  beach  in  proper  condition 
for   use   as   a  bathing  beach. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  I  think  Ihe 
members  of  the  Council  will  agree  with  what 
the  President  has  said.  The  situation  criticized 
there,  however,  is  similar  to  what  prevails 
on  every  beach  of  Boston  this  year.  For  the 
first     time     those     in     authority     in     the     city 
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have  seen  fit  to  appoint  only  twenty-five  life 
guards,  the  smallest  number  that  we  have 
ever  had,  and  twelve  less  than  the  thirty- 
seven  who  were  appointed  last  year.  I  read 
the  incident  that  our  President  has  referred 
to,  which  was  the  subject  also  of  editorials 
in  the  Boston  papers,  commenting  upon  the 
fact  that  if  a  lifeguard  or  two  had  been 
assigned  to  that  beach  this  deplorable  accident 
would  not  have  occurred,  and  stating  that 
it  was  up  to  the  City  Council  to  remedy  the 
situation.  We  feel  the  same  as  the  writers  of 
these  editorials  in  regard  to  the  accident,  but 
the  blame  was  not  placed  where  it  should 
be  placed.  It  does  not  rest  on  the  City  Council. 
We  have  not  refused  to  furnish  money  to 
supply  lifeguards.  If  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
wants  to  make  this  and  other  beaches  safe 
for  the  public,  the  Council  stands  ready  at 
any  time,  as  it  has  always  stood  ready  in 
matters  of  this  kind,  to  vote  for  the  necessary 
appropriations— for  fifty  lifeguards,  if  neces- 
sary, instead  of  twenty-five.  Therefore,  the 
blame  for  any  loss  of  life  that  may  have 
occurred  or  that  may  occur  during  the  coming 
season  on  our  beaches  should  not  be  placed  on 
the  members  of  the  Council.  We  stand  ready, 
as  we  always  have,  to  vote  for  the  appropria- 
tion of  money  enough  to  furnish  suitable  Jite- 
guards  for  the  protection  of  the  people  of  this 

C1Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
my  South  Boston  colleague  and  myself,  realiz- 
ing the  importance  of  this  matter,  introduced 
an  order  in  regard  to  it  at  our  last  meeting, 
indicating  the  importance  of  placing  additional 
lifeguards  at  the  beaches.  There  really  should 
be  a  sufficient  number  of  lifeguards  from  the 
first  of  June,  the  weather  recently  being  such 
as  to  cause  thousands  of  people  to  frequent 
the  beaches.  I  think  if  a  sufficient  number 
of  lifeguards  were  supplied  during  sucn 
weather  as  we  have  recently  been  having  and 
as  we  wil  have  in  the  immediate  future,  it 
will  be  the  means  of  probably  preventing  such 
tragedies  as  occurred  recently  at  the  Charles- 
bank   Beach. 

The    orders    were    passed    under    suspension 
of  the  rule. 


GAS    HOUSE    PROPERTY. 

Coun.    JOHN   I.    FITZGERALD    offered    the 

following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  transfer  the  land  on  Commercial 
and  Prince  streets,  known  as  the  Gas  House 
property,  to  the  control  of  the  Park  Depart- 
ment, for  playground  purposes. 

Passed   under   suspension   of    the   rule. 


THOMAS  ABRAHAM  SQUARE. 

Coun.    JOHN    I.    FITZGERALD    offered   the 

following : 

Ordered,  That  the  intersection  at  the  junc- 
tion of  Harvard  and  Hudson  streets  be  named 
the  Thomas  Abraham  square  in  honor  of  said 
Thomas  Abraham  who  was  killed  in  action 
during  the  World   War. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BOARD    WALK.    WARD    6. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  tc 
repair  the  board  walk  leading  to  the  Father 
O'Connor    Circle   in   Ward    6. 

Passed   under   suspension   of  the   rule. 


SIDEWALK    ON    FARRAGUT    ROAD. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works   make  a  sidewalk   along   Farragut   road 


(one  side) ,  Ward  6,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon ;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from 
3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to 
be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built 
of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edgestones, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the 
Special   Acts  of   1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PETITION  OF  STETSON  FUEL  CORPORA- 
TION. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  and  KERRI- 
GAN  offered   the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  deny  the  petition  of  the  Stetson 
Fuel  Corporation  for  the  storage  of  oil  and 
other    inflammables   at  East  First  street,  Ward  6. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING   OF  MITCHELL   STREET. 

Coun.    KERRIGAN    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,     to     resurface     with     smooth     paving, 
Mitchell   street,    Ward    7. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


W.  P.  A.  CUTS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  re- 
quest his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  consider  the 
adivisability  of  calling  a  meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts United  States  Senators  and  Congress- 
men in  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  devis- 
ing plans  to  curtail  the  present  W.  P.  A. 
city   and   state  cuts. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  I  have  in- 
troduced this  order  because  of  the  statement 
that  has  been  made  by  Mr.  Aubrey  Williams, 
Assistant  W.  P.  A.  Administrator,  that  it  is 
necessary  to  make  a  drastic  cut  of  25  per 
cent  in  the  W.  P.  A.  force.  If  such  a  cut  is 
put  into  effect  in  this  city,  where  there  are 
at  present  24,000  on  the  W.  P.  A.,  it  will 
mean  that  6,000  individuals  will  be  thrown 
out  of  jobs  immediately.  The  statement  made 
by  Mr.  Williams  was  that  because  we  are 
getting  away  from  winter  conditions  and  into 
the  summertime,  the  necessities  of  people 
will  not  be  as  great.  I  certainly  cannot  agree 
with  that,  because  children  and  fathers  and 
mothers  have  to  eat  in  the  summertime  as 
well  as  in  the  wintertime.  I  do  not  believe 
the  City  of  Boston  is  in  any  position  financially 
to  have  6.000  persons  thrown  back  on  it  at 
the  present  time.  I  do  feel,  as  I  have  stated 
during  the  last  three  years  in  regard  to  the 
W.  P.  A.  in  the  City  of  Boston,  that  there 
are  individuals  on  W.  P.  A.  who  go  to  work 
every  morning  in  high-powered  automobiles 
and  who  are  favored  because,  politically, 
they  are  in  a  position  to  be  well  placed  as  far 
as  employment  in  the  W.  P.  A.  is  concerned, 
thereby  receiving  large  amounts.  My  inter- 
pretation, and  I  think  the  conception  of  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt  in  inaugurating  the  W.  P.  A. 
movement,  has  been  that  those  who  were 
needy  were  supposed  to  get  work  on  the 
W.  P.  A.,  that  it  was  not  intended  for  those 
who  were  not  needy.  But  I  don't  care  what 
project  you  visit, — the  Army  Base,  the  Public 
Library  or  any  other  project  in  the  city, — 
you  see  people  going  to  work  morning  after 
morning  in  automobiles.  I  say,  therefore,  to 
the  Administrator  that  if  any  individuals  have 
to  be  fired  they  should  be  those  who  are  get- 
ting $30  to  $45  or  more  a  week.  Those  are 
the  ones  who  should  be  laid  off.  I  say  to  the 
Mayor  that  this  is  a  serious  problem  and 
that  he  should  immediately  call  together  our 
Massachusetts  Congressmen  and  United  States 
Senators  to  see  if  something  cannot  be  done 
about  it.  After  all,  Massachusetts  has  not  been 
treated   any   too   well   by   the   Federal    Govern- 
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menit.  In  the  millions  upon  millions  that  have 
been  spent  we  have  not  received  our  share 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  as  a  state  we  are 
paying  more  than  our  share  as  compared  with 
the  rest  of  the  country.  When  we  are  told 
that  business  conditions  are  improving  and 
that  there  is  not  now  the  necessity  for  the 
continuance  of  a  W.  P.  A.  activity  to  any 
such  extent  as  they  have  (been  carried  on, 
we  know  that,  certainly  so  far  as  Massachu- 
setts is  concerned,  there  are  today  more  people 
out  of  work  than  there  have  been  in  the  last 
three  years  ;  and  we  in  public  life  know  that 
the  statements  being  made  to  the  efEect  that 
people  are  in  increasing  numbers  going  back 
to  work  in  private  industry  is  not  the  truth. 
There  are  more  people  out  of  work  in  Boston 
at  the  present  time  than  there  have  ever  been, 
and  if  6,000  people  now  on  W.  P.  A.  are  to 
be  thrown  out  of  work  God  knows  what  will 
happen  in  these  days  of  strife  that  are  fac- 
ing us  at  the  present  time.  I  know  of  not 
a  single  logical  reason  why  men  and  women 
needing  the  work  should  be  fired  out  of  their 
positions  at  this  time,  although  I  do  say, 
as  I  have  said  during  the  past  three  years 
on  this  floor,  that  it  certainly  will  not  be 
fair  to  retain  on  W.  P.  A.  individuals  whose 
families  are  prominent  in  high  positions  in 
the  city  or  state,  and  who  are  thus  able  to 
place  their  daughters  or  sons  at  work  for 
the  W.  P.  A.  at  $35  to  $40  a  week.  The 
W.  P.  A.  was  put  into  effect  to  prevent  the 
people  of  this  country  from  starving,  and 
everybody  here  knows  I  am  telling  the  absolute 
truth  when  I  say  that  there  are  large  numbers 
on  the  W.  P.  A.  who  should  never  have  been  - 
put  on,  who  were  placed  there  when  poor 
unfortunates  in  this  city  were  unable  to  get 
on.  (So  I  ask  the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  take 
steps  to  get  together  on  this  matter  our 
United  States  Senators  and  Congressmen.  This 
5s  a  serious  situation,  and  steps  to  meet  it 
should  be  taken  immediately.  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  if  the  President  of  the  United 
States  knew  the  real  conditions  existing  in 
Boston  he  would  not  allow  such  a  proposed 
cut  in  W.  P.  A.  to  be  made.  Boston  is  one 
large  city  in  America  where  business  has  not 
increased  in  keeping  with  the  increase  in 
certain  other  cities.  So  I  hope  and  trust 
that  the  Mayor  will  take  this  matter  up  with 
the  authorities  in  Washington,  interesting  our 
Massachusetts  Senators  and  Congressmen,  and 
going  to  the  Administrator  and  to  the  Presi- 
dent ctf  the  United  States  if  necessary,  and 
that  if  anybody  is  to  be  fired,  it  will  be  those 
individuals  who  go  to  work  in  the  morning 
in  their  automobiles  and  who  are  getting  from 
$35  to  $45  a  week  or  more,  people  who  should 
never  have  been   on  W.   P.   A. 

The  order  was    passed   under   suspension   of 
the   rule. 


LICENSE    OF    FENWAY    AUTO    PARK. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  re- 
quest the  Street  Commissioners,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  immediately  discontinuing  the  license  granted 
to  the  Fenway  Auto  Park  at  '95  Brookline  ave- 
nue,   now   operating    near   Braves    Field. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  every  time  and  any  time  when  there 
is  anything  of  unusual  interest  attracting  the 
people  of  Boston  in  large  numbers,  men 
who  have  parking  space  accommodations  for 
which  they  have  permits  from  the  city 
take  advantage  of  the  fact  that  large  num- 
bers are  congregating  to  gouge  our  citizens. 
We  have  just  had  an  example  of  that  at  the 
big  ball  game  on  Braves  Field,  which 
was  attended  by  some  42,000  people.  I 
parked  my  car  and  was  given  a  ticket  labeled 
"Fenway  Auto  Park,  95  Brookline  Avenue." 
This  (holding  up  ticket)  is  the  ticket  that  they 
use.  I  parked  there  a  week  ago  Sunday  and 
was  charged  25  cents,  but  yesterday^  they 
charged  me  50  cents.  Certainly  something  is 
wrong  when  these  people  who  are  given  park- 
ing licenses  are  allowed  to  gouge  the  public 
in   any  such  way,  taking  advantage  of  an  oc- 


casion when  large  crowds  are  expected.  No- 
body can  tell  me  that  this  sort  of  thing  can- 
not be  stopped.  The  responsibility  should  be 
placed  on  the  Street  Commissioners  of  the  City 
of  Boston.  It  should  be  taken  up  with  them 
so  that  we  irfay  find  out  whether,  because  a 
large  section  of  the  public  wants  to  see  a 
ball  game  on  a  Sunday  afternoon,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  charge  double  the  price  for  parking. 
I  don't  know  who  the  gentlemen  running  this 
auto  park  are  and  I  don't  care.  It  is  high 
time  that  business  rackets  of  this  kind  should 
be  stopped,  and  I  trust  that  the  Street  Com- 
mission will  see  to  it  whether  the  Fenway 
Auto  Park  Company,  which  issues  these  tickets, 
is  to  be  allowed  this  kind  of  thing,  and 
whether,  if  it  is  to  continue  these  tactics,  it 
should  not  be  put  out  of  business. 

The   order   was    passed   under   suspension   of 
the  rule. 


CONFIRMATION    OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Constables,  I  call  up  from  No.  3 
on  the  calendar  the  following  names :  John 
Leventhal,  Francis  W.  Gildea  and  Charles  P. 
Dunlap. 

( No.    3    on   the  calendar  is   as   follows : 

3.  Action'  on  appointments*  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  June  7,  1937,  of  Constables  authorized 
to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  bonds,  as 
follows : 

'Clarence  L.  Baker,  Howard  E.  Giroux,  John 
Leventhal,  Oscar  G.  'Ridlon,  Jeremiah  J.  Flynn, 
Samuel  Tarle,  Lewis  Gilbert,  Francis  W. 
Gildea,  Michael  J.  Clifford,  Charles  P.  Dunlap, 
Philip   E.   Lieberman.) 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  I  under- 
stand that  Councilor  Brackman  also  wishes 
to  call  up  another  name  under  No.  3, — Samuel 
Tarle. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— <If  there  is  no 
objection,  the  name  of  Samuel  Tarle  will  be 
added  to  the  mames  called  up  by  Councilor 
Agnew. 

Coun.  TOBIN^Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
No.  2  on  the  calendar  be  voted  upon  at  the 
same   time. 

(No.  2  on  the  calendar,  under  unfinished 
business,    is   as    follows : 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  May  3,  1937,  of  Constables  con- 
nected with  official  positions,  to  serve  without 
bonds,  viz. :  Leo  J.  Feretti,  William  F.  Lewis, 
Joseph    C.    McLaughlin.) 

Coun.  AGNEW^Mr.  President,  that  is  not 
included  in  the  motion  that  the  Committee  on 
Constables   is   making. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — The  question  comes 
on  confirmation  of  the  folio-wing  names  in 
No.  3  on  the  calendar, — John  Leventhal, 
Samuel  Tarle,  Francis  W.  Gildea  and  Charles 
P.  Dunlap  ;  also  of  the  names  in  No.  4  on 
the  calendar. 

(No.  4  on  the  calendar,  under  unfinished 
business,  is  as  follows  : 

4.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  June  7,  1937,  of  Ethel  Swartz,  William 
B.  Powers,  Herbert  L.  Baron,  Antonio  Dascoli, 
Louis  A.  Cohen,  Robert  Levine,  Thomas  J. 
Smith  and  William  H.  Derwin,  to  be  Weighers 
of  Coal  ;  and  Edmund  Cusack,  R.  F.  Coyne, 
David  T.  Kirby  and  Bolton  R.  Hill,  to  be 
Weighers   of   Goods.) 

The  question  came  on  confirmation  of  (he 
above  names  in  No.  3  and  the  names  in  No. 
4  on  the  calendar.  Committee,  Coun.  George 
A.  Murray  and  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  13  ;  yes  13,  and  the  appoint- 
ments   were   confirmed. 

Coun.  TOBIN — Mr.  President,  I  now  call  up 
No.  2  on  the  calendar,  under  unfinished  busi- 
ness. 

Coun.  AGNEW— 'Mr.  Chairman,  as  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Constables,  and  speaking 
for  that  committee  at  this  time,  I  wish  to 
say  that  the  committee  is  not  ready  to  report 
favorably  on  the  constables  named  in  No.  2  on 
the  calendar.  As  chairman  of  the  committee 
I  would  call  that  to  the  attention  of  the  rest 
of   the   members   of   the  Council. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Coun.  TOBIN— Well,  Mr.  President,  do  I 
understand  that  this  can  be  voted  upon  at 
this  time? 

Chairman    GALLAGHER— Yes. 

Coun.  TOBIN — Then,  Mr.  President,  I  move 
that   it  be   voted   upon. 

iCoun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  sincerely  hope  it  will  not  be  voted  upon 
at  this  time.  I  think  the  wishes  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Constables,  the 
committee  in  charge  of  this  matter,  should  be 
regarded  by  the  Council  at  this  time. 

ICoun.  TOBIN — Well,  Mr.  President,  these 
names  have  been  here  since  May  3,  and  should 
be  either   rejected  or  confirmed. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — The  question  is  on 
confirmation    of    the    names    in    No.    2    on    the 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  move  that  the  matter  be  laid  on  the 
table   untiil    next  meeting. 

No.  2  on  the  calendar  was  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council. 


ROPING  OFF  CENTRE  STREET. 

Coun.  FINLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
rope  off  Centre  street,  West  Roxbury,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Holy  Name  Church,  on  Satur- 
day, June  26,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Holy 
Name  A.  A.  Ten-Mile  Road  Race,  the  expense 
of  same  to  be  charged  to  the  City  Council 
fund,   B-42. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

It  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  AGNEW, 
that  when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet 
on  Monday,   June  28,   1937,  at  2  p.  m. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
BRACKMAN,  at  2.38  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members 
reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber  and  were 
called  to  order  by  Coun.  GALLAGHER  at 
3.08   p.   m. 


SALE    OF    PIGS    AT   DEER    ISLAND. 
The  following   was   received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of    the   Mayor,   June   14,    1937. 
To  the  City   Council 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
communication  ¥rom  the  Commissioner  of 
Penal  Institutions  requesting  permission  to 
sell  100  pigs  now  located  at  the  House  of 
Correction,  Deer  Island.  These  pigs  weigh 
approximately  20,000  pounds  and  in  the  opinion 
of  the  commissioner  it  would  be  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  city  to  dispose  of  them  at 
this  time. 

As  the  pigs  are  no  longer  required  at  Deer 
Island  the  commissioner's  request  has  my  ap- 
proval and  I  respectfully  recommend  adoption 
of  the  accompanying  order  by  your  Honorable 
Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Penal    Institutions    Department, 

June  11,   1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — We   have  at   the  present   time   at 
the    House    of    Correction,    Deer    Island,    one 
hundred    (100)    pigs   ready   for    market.     These 
pigs    will    weigh    approximately    two    hundred 
(200)    pounds   each,   a    total   of   approximately 
20,000  pounds. 

At   a    market   price   of    from    9    to    10    cents 


per  pound,  this  sale  should  net  approximately 
$2,000.  In  my  opinion  the  sale  of  these  pigs 
at  the  present  time  would  be  for  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  city  and  your  Honor's  approval 
is   hereby   requested. 

Respectfully    yours, 
John  J.  Douglass,  Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  the  Penal  Institutions  Com- 
missioner be  authorized  to  sell  at  public  or 
private  sale,  to  the  highest  bidder,  the  surplus 
stock  of  pigs  at  the  House  of  Correction, 
Deer  Island,  amounting  approximately  to 
20.000   pounds. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ICE   FOR   DRINKING    FOUNTAINS. 
The  following   was   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  10,  1937. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  a  request  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  that  an 
appropriation  be  made  available  for  the  pur- 
chase of  ice  for  the  public  drinking  fountains. 
In  accordance  with  this  request,  I  submit  the 
attached  order  providing  for  the  furnishing  of 
the  required  amount  from  the  Contingent  Fund, 
and  respectfully  recommend  approval  of  this 
order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  June  5,   1937. 
To   His   Honor  the  Mayor. 

It  is  customary  each  year  to  make  an  ap- 
propriation from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  cover 
the  cost  of  furnishing  ice  to  drinking  fountains 
throughout  the  city  during  the  summer  season. 
This  year  I  respectfully  recommend  thac  an 
appropriation  for  this  purpose  be  made,  in 
the  sum  of  $6,500. 

Yours    respectfully, 

E.  M.  Richardson, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works- 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $6,500  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing 
ice  for  the  public  drinking  fountains  during 
the  summer  season,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the   Contingent  Fund. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  if  there  is 
no  objection  from  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, due  to  the  fact  that  the  warm  weather 
is  right  on  us,  I  move  that  that  order  be 
passed. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 


SALE    OF    TAX    TITLE    PROPERTIES. 

The   following   was    received: 

City    of    Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    June    11,    1937. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  several 
letters  from  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  relating  to  offers  to  purchase  the 
following  parcels  of  property,  which  properties 
were  acquired  from  foreclosure  of  tax  titles 
held  by  the  city: 

1.  153   Winthrop  street.  Ward   8,   Roxbury. 

2.  Lot  9,  Adams  street,  Dorchester. 

3.  Southeast  corner  of  No.  66  Sherman 
street,  Roxbury. 

4.  81    Village   street,    Boston. 

5.  888   Albany  street,   Boston. 

6.  367     Rutherford    avenue,     Charlestown. 

7.  Blossom  court,  Boston  (formerly  No. 
11). 

8.  Lot  88,  Carroll  street,  West  Roxbury. 

I  also  transmit  orders  authorizing  the  sales 
of  said  parcels.  The  prices  recited  in  the 
orders  are  minimum  prices,  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings  having  stated  in  his  letters 
that  the  sale  of  these  premises  at  public  auction 
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with  minimum  prices  is  in  the  best  interests 
of  the  city.  I  respectfully  recommend  the 
adoption   of   these   orders. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department,  May  4,  1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  con- 
cerning tax  title  property,  I  respectfully  sub- 
mit an  offer  from  James  A.  Frazer,  381 
Dudley  street,  for  the  land  and  buildings 
thereon  'located  at  15-3  Winthrop  street,  Rox- 
bury.  Ward  8,  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
(-500)     dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city,  up  to  November  19, 
1936,  amount  to  nine  hundred  sixty-five  dol- 
lars and  fifty-eight  cents  ($9'65.58),  which 
includes  the  nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the 
year  1932,  but  does   not   include  interest. 

This  building  was  listed  for  demolition  prior 
to  receipt  of  the  offer  to  purchase.  The 
prospective  buyer  will  expend  considerable 
money  for  repairs  and  remodeling,  thus  main- 
taining  the   tax   value  of  same. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  five 
hundred  (500)  dollars  is  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property 
will  then  be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at 
public  auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder. 
The  figure  of  five  hundred  (500)  dollars  will 
be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property  that 
the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be  an- 
nounced as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction 
sale. 

In    my   opinion,    it   will  best   serve  the   city's 
interests    to  proceed   on   the   foregoing   basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent   of    Public    Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  charges  hsrein 
enumerated  are  those  affecting  the  above- 
described  property. 

John   F.   Doherty, 

City   Collector. 

James   A.   Frazer, 
Realtor. 

February   2,5,  1937. 
Mr.   Roswell   G.   Hall, 

Public  Buildings  Department,  Boston. 
Dear  iSir, — Referring  to  our  conversation 
this  morning  in  regard  to  a  piece  of  property 
owned  Iby  the  City  of  Boston  located  at  153 
Winthrop  street,  Roxbury,  Mass.  I  am  in- 
terested not  because  I  want  to  own  any  more 
real  estate  but  because  I  am  the  owner  of 
the  house  next  door,  No.  149  Winthrop  street. 
I  am  also  agent  for  the  property  across  the 
street.  I  have  just  spent  $7,000  on  improve- 
ments on  this  block.  iSome  of  the  tenants 
from  this  (block  and  some  of  my  own  came 
to  my  office  in  a  body,  protesting  the  racket 
the  boys  were  making  tearing  your  property 
apart.  They  have  broken  every  window  in  the 
building  and  torn  the  doors  off  and  took  out 
all  the  plumbing,  so  now  the  building  is  a 
wreck. 

If  I  can  buy  this  building  as  it  is,  with  no 
more  damage,  I  will  be  willing  to  give  you 
$500.  With  the  improvements  I  intend  to 
make  the  building  will  cost  me  $3,000.  If 
this  offer  is  not  accepted,  kindly  do  me  the 
favor  to  board  it  up  so  the  boys  will  be  kept 
out  and  if  you  do  this  I  assure  you  I  will 
look   after  it  with   no  expense   to   the   city. 

Something  must  be  done  at  once  in  order 
for  me  to  keep  my  tenants.  Since  I  re- 
modeled the  property  across  the  street  I  got 
in  a  nice  class  Of  tenants,  with  small  families, 
who  want  quietness  in  their  homes  and  in  the 
neighborhood,  twenty-one  tenants  in  all. 
Thanking  you  for  your  cooperation. 
Yours  truly, 

James  A.  Frazer. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  dec.-oe 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District. 
dated  November  19,  1936,  foreclosed  a  right  of 
redemption    under    a    tax    deed    recorded    with 


Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5437,  page  380,  to  the  land 
and  buildings  situated  on  the  southwesterly 
side  of  Winthrop  street,  in  that  part  of  Boston 
called  Roxbury,  and  numbered  153  in  the 
present  numbering  of  said  Winthrop  street  ; 
and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said 
premises  has  been  made  by  Mr.  James  A. 
Frazer  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars 
($500)  ;    now,    therefore,    it   is   hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's 
right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land 
and  said  buildings  at  public  auction  at  a 
minimum  price  of  five  hundred  dollars  ($500)  ; 
and    it    is   hereby   further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized 
to  execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name  and  behalf 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of 
said  land  and  buildings  a  written  instrument, 
satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  Department 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  conveying  all  right, 
title  and  interest  of  said  City  of  Boston  in 
the  said  premises  upon  the  payment  to  it  of  the 
sum  bid   therefor  at   said    auction. 

City  of  Boston, 

Public   Buildings  Department,  May  5,  1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  iSir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning 
tax  title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an 
offer  from  George  Magner,  199  Hancock  street, 
Dorchester,  for  the  vacant  land,  lot  9,  Adams 
street,  Dorchester,  consisting  of  3,614  square 
feet  of  land,  in  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty    (250)    dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  December  14, 
1936,  amount  to  two  hundred  thirty-seven 
dollars  and  eighty-seven  cents  ($237.87),  which 
includes  the  nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the 
year  1929,  but  does  not  include  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  offer  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  (250)  dollars  is  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property  will 
then  be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at  public 
auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The 
figure  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  (250)  dollars 
will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property 
that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be 
announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public 
auction  sale. 

In   my   opinion,    it  will  best   serve   the   city's 
interests   to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent    of    Public    Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  charges  herein 
enumerated  are  those  affecting  the  above- 
described    property. 

John    F.   Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

George  Magner, 

199    Hancock    Street, 

Dorchester,   Mass. 

March   19,   1937. 
Mr.    George   Donovan, 

80    Joy    Street,    Boston. 
Dear     Mr.    Donovan, — 1    submit    to    you     an 
offer   of  two   hundred   and    fifty   dollars    ($250) 
for   the  property  owned   by  the   City  of   Boston 
on    Adams    street,    Dorchester. 

This  property  is  a  lot  of  land  and  it  is 
Land   Court   No.    7120,   file   No..    1360. 

May  I  have  an  early  reply  upon   this  offer? 
Very   truly   yours, 

Geo.  Maoner. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree 
of1  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  December  14,  1930,  foreclosed  a  right  of 
redemption  under  the  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5211,  page  407.  to  a 
parcel  of  land  situate  on  the  westerly  side 
of  Adams  street,  in  that  part  of  Boston 
called  Dorchester,  and  containing  3.G14  square 
feet  of  land  ;  and 

Whereas,     An     offer     to     purchase     the     said 
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premises  has  (been  made  by  Mr.  George  Magner 
in  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
($250)  ;   now,    therefore,    it  is   hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's 
right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land 
at  public  auction  at  a  minimum  price  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($250)  ;  and  it 
is   here'by 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  the  purchaser  of  said  land  and  buildings 
a  written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form 
to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said 
City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  pay- 
ment to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said 
auction. 

City  of  Boston, 

Public  Buildings  Department,  May  11,  1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor  of   Bos/ton. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concern- 
ing tax  title  property,  T  respectfully  submit 
an  offer  from  Minnie  Kozlberg,  35  Bower  street, 
Roxbury,  for  the  land  in  the  southeast  corner 
of  Sherman  street.  No.  66,  Roxbury,  in  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty    (150)    dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  May  13,  1935, 
amount  to  six  hundred  nineteen  dollars  and 
seventy-seven  cents  ($619.77),  which  includes 
the  nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the  year  1930, 
but   does   not   include    interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  (150)  dollars  is  approved 
by  your  Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the 
property  will  then  be  properly  advertised 
for  sale  at  public  auction  and  sold  to  the 
highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  (150)  dollars  will  be  the  minimum  price 
for  the  property  that  the  city  is  willing  to 
accept  and  will  be  announced  a9  the  first  bid 
at   the  public   auction   sale. 

In   rny   opinion,   it   will  best   serve   the   city's 
interests  to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent   of    Public    Buildings. 

N.  B. — The  major  portion  of  costs  outstand- 
ing on  this  account  represent  taxes,  etc.,  as- 
sessed against  a  building  which  has  been 
demolished.  The  property  now  consists  of  land 
only,  assessed  at  $600  as  against  an  assess- 
ment of  $2,100  in  1934  prior  to  the  demoli- 
tion of  building. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  charges  herein 
enumerated  are  those  affecting  the  above- 
described     property. 

John    F.    Doherty. 

City  Collector. 

February  16,  1937. 
Mr.    George   Donovan, 

80  Joy  Street,  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — As  per  our  telephone  conversa- 
tion of  several  days  ago  I  wish  to  make  an 
offer  of  $150  for  the  land  in  the  southeast 
corner  of  Sherman  street,  known  as  66  Sher- 
man street,  Roxbury. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Minnie  Kozberg, 

35   Bower   Street, 
Roxbury,    Mass. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  'Boston,  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  May  31,  1935,  foreclosed  the  right  of 
redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  53-50,  page  591,  to  land 
situated  on  the  southeasterly  side  of  Sherman 
street,  in  that  part  of  Boston  called  Roxbury, 
as  is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax  deed ; 
and 

Whereas,  lAn  offer  to  purchase  the  said 
premises  has  been  made  by  Minnie  Kozberg  in 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
($150)  ;  now,   therefore,  it  is  hereby 


Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all 
the  city's  right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel 
of  land  at  public  auction  at  a  minimum  price  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($150)  ;  and  it 
is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  mat  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  the  purchaser  of  said  land  a  written 
instrument,  satisfactory  in  form  to  the 
Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said 
City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  pay- 
ment to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said 
auction. 

City  of  Boston, 

Public  Buildings  Department,  May  12,  1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concern- 
ing tax  title  property,  I  respectfully  submit 
an  offer  from  Barnett  E.  Whitehead,  206  L 
street.  South  Boston,  for  the  land  and  build- 
ing at  81  Village  street,  Boston,  in  the  sum 
of   eleven    hundred    (1,100)    dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  August  20,  1936. 
amount  to  nine  hundred  ninety-two  dollars 
and  forty-three  cents  ($992.43),  which  in- 
cludes the  nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the 
year   1931,  but  does    not   include   interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  offer  of  eleven 
hundred  (1,100)  dollars  is  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property 
will  then  be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at 
public  auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder. 
The  figure  of  eleven  hundred  (1,100)  dollars 
will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property 
that   the  city   is   willing  to  accept. 

In    my   opinion,   it  will   best  serve   the   city's 
interests  to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent    of   Public    Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount 
is    correct. 

John    F.   Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

206   L  Street, 
South   Boston,  Mass. 

April   24,    1937. 
Mr.    George   P.   Donovan, 

Public   Buildings    Department,    Boston. 
Dear  Sir. — I   am    hereby   making   an   offer  of 
$1,100   on    the    property  situated   at   81    Village 
street,   Boston,  Mass. 

Very   truly   yours, 

Barnett    E.    Whitehead. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  August  20.  1936.  forclosed  a  right  of 
redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5363,  page  301,  to  the 
land  and  buildings  situate  on  the  northwesterly 
side  of  Village  street  and  being  numbered  81 
in  the  present  numbering  of  said  Village  street, 
as  is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax  deed ; 
and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said 
premises  has  been  made  by  Mr.  Barnett  E. 
Whitehead  in  the  sum  of  eleven  hundred  dol- 
lars    ($1,100)  ;    now,    therefore,    it    is    hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all 
the  city's  right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel 
of  land  and  said  building  at  public  auction 
at  a  minimum  price  of  eleven  hundred  dollars 
($1,100)  ;  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is.  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  the  purchaser  of  said  land  and  buildings 
a     written     instrument,     satisfactory     in     form 
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to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said 
City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  pay- 
ment to  it  of  tlhe  sum  ibid  therefor  at  said 
auction. 

City  of  Boston, 

Public  Buildings  Department,  May  12,  1937. 
Hon.   Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — Im  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  '3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concern- 
ing tax  title  property,  I  respectfully  submit 
an  offer  from  Joseph  Don  Gusenoff  as  agent 
for  Joseph  Greenberg  of  185  Rawson  road, 
Brookline,  for  the  land  and  building  at  367 
Kutherford  avenue,  Charlestown,  in  the  sum 
of  nine  hundred    (900)    dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  June  13,  1934, 
amount  to  seven  hundred  seventy-two  dollars 
and  seventy-nine  cents  ($772.79),  which  in- 
cludes the  nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the 
year   1929,   but   does   not   include   interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  offer  of  nine  hundred 
(900)  dollars  is  approved  by  your  Honor  and 
the  City  Council,  the  property  will  then  be 
properly  advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction 
and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The  figure  of 
nine  hundred  (900)  dollars  will  be  the  minimum 
price  for  the  property  that  the  city  is  will- 
ing to  accept  and  will  .be  announced  as  the 
first  ibid   at  the  public   auction  sale. 

In  my   opinion,   it   will  best  serve   the   city's 
interests  Ito  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent   of   Public   Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount 
is   correct. 

John    F.  -Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

Joseph   Don  Gusenoff, 

333    Washington    Street, 
Boston. 

April    2,    1937. 
Real    Estate  Department, 
City  of   Boston. 
Gentlemen, — I   have   a   definite   offer   for  the 
following      parcel :      367      Rutherford      avenue, 
Charlestown,  Mass.,  at  a  cash   price  of  $900. 

The  buyer  is  Mr.  Joseph  Greenberg,  185 
Rawson    road,    Brookline,    Massachusetts. 

Kindly  act  on  these  offers.  Buyer  is  ready 
to  take  title.  (Let  me  hear  (from  you  on 
these  offers. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Joseph    Don    Gusenoff. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  June  13,  1934,  foreclosed  a  right  of  re- 
demption under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5217,  page  579,  to  the  land 
and  buildings  situate  on  Rutherford  avenue, 
in  Charlestown,  being  numbered  367  in  the 
present  numbering  of  said  Rutherford  avenue, 
as  is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax  deed  ; 
and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said 
premises  has  been  made  by  Joseph  Don  Gusen- 
off as  agent  for  Joseph  Greenberg  for  the 
sum  of  nine  hundred  dollars  ($900)  ;  now, 
therefore,   it  is   hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's 
right,  title  and  inlterest  in  said  parcel  of  land 
and  said  buildings  at  public  auction  at  a  mini- 
mum price  of  nine  hundred  dollars  ($900)  ; 
and    it   is   hereby   further 

Ordered,  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  the  purchaser  of  said  land  and  buildings 
a  written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form 
to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said 
City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  pay- 
ment to  it  of  tlhe  sum  bid  therefor  at  said 
auction. 


City  of  Boston, 

Public  Buildings  Department,  May  13,  1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concern- 
ing tax  title  property,  I  respectfully  submit 
an  offer  from  Frank  R.  Halloran,  18  Tremont 
street,  Room  701,  Boston,  for  the  vacant 
land  located  at  Blossom  court  (formerly  No. 
11),  Boston,  in  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
(300)    dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  December  3, 
1934,  amount  to  three  hundred  seventeen 
dollars  and  ninety-seven  cents  ($317.97), 
which  includes  the  nonpayment  of  taxes  since 
the  year  1923,  but  does  not  include  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  three 
hundred  (300)  dollars  is  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property 
will  then  be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at 
public  auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder. 
The  figure  of  three  hundred  (300)  dollars 
fvill  be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property 
that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will 
be  announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public 
auction   sale. 

In   my   opinion,   it   will  best  serve   the   city's 
interests  to  proceed  on   the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent   of    Public    Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount 
is    correct. 

John    F.   Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

18  Tremont  Street, 

Room   701, 

Boston,  Mass. 

April  27,   1937. 
Mr.    George  P.    Donovan, 

Public  Buildings  Department,  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Donovan, — I  hereby  submit  a  firm 
offer  of  three  hundred  dollars  ($300)  for  the 
property  located  at  Blossom  court  (formerly 
No.  11),  east  side,  Ward  3,  containing  603 
square  feet  of   land. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Frank  R.  Halloran. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  December  3,  1934,  foreclosed  the  right  of 
redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  4597,  page  269,  to  the 
land  and  buildings  situated  on  the  easterly 
side  of  Blossom  court  in  Boston  as  is  more 
fully    described    in   said   tax   deed ;    and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said 
premises  has  been  made  by  Frank  R.  Halloran 
in  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  ($300)  ; 
now,    therefore,    it    is    hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all 
the  city's  right,  title  and  interest  in  said 
parcel  of  land  at  public  auction  at  a  minimum 
price  of  three  hundred  dollars  ($300)  ;  and  it 
is   hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  the  purchaser  of  said  land  a  written  in- 
strument, satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  conveying 
all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City  of 
Boston  in  said  premises  upon  payment  to  it 
of   the  sum   bid   therefor  at  said   auction. 

City  of  Boston, 

Public  Buildings  Department,  May  13,  1937. 
Hbn.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concern- 
ing tax  title  property,  I  respectfully  submit 
an  offer  from  W.  T.  Inch,  4281  Washington 
street,  Roslindale,  for  the  land  on  Carroll 
street,  lot  88,  West  Roxbury,  in  the  Bum  of 
one    hundred    and    forty    three    (143)    dollars. 
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The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  October  6,  1936, 
amount  to  two  hundred  two  dollars  and  sixty- 
four  cents  ($202.64),  which  includes  the  non- 
payment of  taxes  since  the  year  1930,  but 
does   not   include  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-three  (143)  dollars  is  ap- 
proved by  your  Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the 
property  will  then  be  properly  advertised  for 
sale  at  public  auction  and  sold  to  the  highest 
bidder.  The  figure  of  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three  (143)  dollars  will  be  the  minimum  price 
for  the  property  that  the  city  is  willing  to 
accept,  and  will  be  announced  as  the  first  bid 
at  the  public  auction  sale. 

In   .my   opinion,   it  will  best   serve   the   city's 
interests  to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent   of    Public    Buildings. 

N.  B. — iStreet  assessments  amounting  to  sixty 
(60)  dollars  from  1936  to  1942  are  included  in 
the  above  costs. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount 
is    correct. 

John    F.    Doherty, 

City   Collector. 

Home   Realty   Company, 

Real    Estate — Insurance, 

4281    Washington   Street, 

Roslindale,  Mass. 

February  23,   193T. 
Mr.    George   P.    Donovan, 

Real  Estate  Division,    City  of   Boston. 
Dear     Sir, — I     -would     like     to    (purchase     lot 
88  on   Carroll  street.   West  Roxbury,   Ward    20. 
I   would   offer   $143,   if  free   and   clear. 
Very   truly   yours, 

W.   T.   Inch. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  October  6,  1936,  foreclosed  a  right  of 
redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5293,  page  282.  to  the 
land  situated  on  the  southwesterly  side  of 
Carroll  street  as  is  more  fully  described  in 
said  tax   deed  ;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said 
premises  has  been  made  by  Mr.  W.  T.  Inch 
in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty-three 
dollars    ($1143)  ;   now,   therefore,   it   is    hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's 
right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  kind 
at  public  auction  at  a  minimum  price  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  (-S143)  ; 
and  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
herdby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  the  purchaser  of  said  land  a  written  in- 
strument, satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  conveying 
all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City  of 
Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  payment 
to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said  auction. 

City  of  Boston, 

Public  Buildings  Department,  May  12,  1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor   of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concern- 
ing- tax  title  property,  I  respectfully  submit 
an  offer  from  Victor  Kaufman  &  Sons  (as 
agent)  for  the  vacant  land  located  at  388 
Albany  street,  Boston,  in  the  sum  of  two  thou- 
sand seven   hundred  and  fifty  dollars    ($2,750). 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  November  29, 
1935,  amount  to  four  thousand  one  hundred  and 
forty-seven  dollars  and  fifty-five  cents  ($4,147.- 
55),  which  includes  the  nonpayment  of  taxes 
since  the  year  1929,  but  does  not  include 
interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  two 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
($2,750)  is  approved  by  your  Honor  and  the 
City  Council,  the  property  will  then  be  properly 


advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction  and  sold 
to  the  highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  two 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
($2,750)  will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the 
property  that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and 
will  be  announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the 
public    auction   sale. 

In   my  opinion,   it   will  best   serve   the   city's 
interests   to   proceed   on   the   foregoing   basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent   of    Public    Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount 
is   correct. 

John  F.  Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

Victor  Kaufman  &   Sons, 

Real  Estate,  Mortgages,  Investments, 

18    Tremont    Street, 

Boston,   Mass. 

April   22,   1937. 
Major   Roswell   G.    Hall, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 
Dear  Major  Hall, — A  client  of  this  office 
has  authorized  us  to  submit  to  the  City  of 
Boston  the  following  offer  for  the  purchase 
of  the  land  which  is  now  a  vacant  lot  nexc 
to  378  Albany  street,  the  size  of  which  we 
understand  to  be   18,302   square   feet. 

Our  client  will  pay  to  the  City  of  Boston 
.-?2.750  for  this  property.  This  sum  is  payable 
in  cash  and  is  due  immediately  upon  the 
passing  of  papers. 

Our  client  will  further  be  happy  to  submit 
a  cash  deposit  of  $100  as  an  evidence  of  his 
tiood  faith  and  anxiety  to  complete  negotia- 
tions  for   this    land — if   you   so   require. 

May  we  anticipate  some  early  word  from  you 
as    to   the   acceptability    of   this    proposition? 
Very   truly   yours, 
Victor  Kaufman  &  Sons, 
Alfred  L.  Kaufman. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  November  29,  1935.  foreclosed  a  right 
of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded 
with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5216.  page  226,  to  the 
find  situated  on  the  southeasterly  side  of 
Albany  street  in  Boston,  being  numbered  338 
in  the  present  numbering  of  said  Albany 
street,  as  is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax 
deed  ;   and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said 
premises  has  been  made  by  Victor  Kaufman 
&  Sons  as  agent  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  dolars  ($2,750)  :  now, 
therefore,    it    is   hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the 
city's  right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of 
land  at  public  auction  at  a  minimum  price  of 
two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
($2,750)  ;   and    it   is   hereby    further 

Ordered.  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is.  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  said  City  of 
Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of  said  land 
a  written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form 
to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said 
City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  pay- 
ment to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said 
auction. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
and    Tax    Titles. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER  for  the  Executive 
Committee,   submitted   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriations  herein- 
after specified  be  met  by  taxes  to  the  amount 
of  $7,079.44,  said  amount  to  be  raised  by  tax- 
ation on  the  polls  and  estates  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  that  all  orders  passed  by  the  City 
Council  relating  to  appropriations,  taxes  and 
the  interest  thereon,  apply  to  the  appropria- 
tions   and   taxes   herein   provided    for. 
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COUNTY  OF   SUFFOLK. 

East  Boston  District  Court. 
A.     Personal  Service $233  34 

1 .     Permanent  employees : 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,900  ($3,300) $233  34 

Municipal  Court,  South  Boston  District. 
A.     Personal  Service $1,779  18 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,500  ($3,500) $583  34 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,000  ($2,750) 437  50 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,000  ($2,500) 291  07 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $1,700  ($2,500) .,_, 466  67 

Municipal  Court,  Roxbury  District. 
A.     Personal  Service :' $2,391  91 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

Probation  officer,  chief,  1  at  $3,500  ($4,300) $466  67 

Probation  officer,  assistant  chief,  1  at  $3,000  ($3,400) 233  34 

Probation  officers,  6  (5)  at  $2,800  ($3,200) 1,166  90 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,800  ($3,100) 175  00 

Probation  officers,  (female),  2  at  $2,500  ($2,800) 350  00 

Municipal  Court    West  Roxbury  District. 
A.     Personal  Service $1,275  00 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

Court  officers,  2  (3)  at  $1,800  to  $2,400 $975  00 

Probation  officers,  2  at  $2,500  ($2,800) 300  00 

Municipal  Court,  Brighton  District. 
A.     Personal  Service $233  34 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

Probation  officer,  chief,  1  at  $2,400  ($2,600) $1 16  67 

Probation  officer  (female),  1  at  $1,500  (.$1,700) 116  67 

Boston  Juvenile  Court. 
A.     Personal  Service $700  00 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

Probation  officer,  chief,  1  at  $2,900  ($3,300) $233  33 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,600  ($2,900) 175  00 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,500  ($2,700) 116  67 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,300  ($2,600) 175  00 

District  Court  op  Chelsea. 
A.     Personal  Service $466  67 

1.     Permanent  employees: 

Probation  officer,  chief,  1  at  $2,700  ($3,000) $175  00 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $2,200  ($2,500) 175  00 

Probation  officer,  1  at  $1,800  ($2,000) 116  67 


The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to 
a  point  of  information.  What  is  the  lowest 
salary  ? 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — The  increases 
range   from    $200   yearly    to    $1,000    yearly. 

Coun.  NORTON — Well,  what  is  the  lowest 
salary    of    a    probation    officer    there? 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— The  salaries  set 
forth  here  range  from  $1,500  to  $3,500  per 
year. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK-^Mr.  President,  if,  as 
I  believe  we  were  told  at  the  last  meeting, 
these  probation  officers  are  entitled  to  these 
increases  no  matter  what  action  we  take — 
in  other  words,  entitled  to  them  as  a  matter 
of  laiw — why  is  it  necessary  for  us  to  take 
any  action  at  all? 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — That  question  is 
difficult  to  answer,  because  under  the  law 
they  will  receive  the  money  regardless  of  any 
action  we  might  take.  Our  powers  as 
county  commissioners  have  been  practically 
taken  away,  but  the  city  will  have  to  provide 
the  money  either  this  way  or  toy   transfer. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  TOBIN,  the  matter  was 
assigned  to  a   time  later   in   the  session. 

Later  in  the  session,  on  (motion  of  Coun. 
SELVITELLA,    the   order    was    taken    up. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— The  clerk  will  call 
the   roll. 

Coun.  NORTON-nMr.  President. 


Coun.  SELVITELLA— JVIr.  President,  I  rise 
to  a  ipoint  of  order,  that  there  is  a  question 
before   the   house. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — The  question  be- 
fore the  house  is  on   the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  NORTON — And  I  am  discussing  that 
question  (before  the  house,  Mr.  President.  I 
notice  here,  in  the  report  of  the  Executive 
Committee  recommending  the  passage  of  this 
order,  that  one  individual  is  to  have  his  salary 
increased  from  $2,500  to  $3,500  ;  another  from 
$2,000  to  $2,750  ;  another  from  $2,000  to  $2,500  ; 
another  from  $1,700  to  $2,500.  I  would  be 
perfectly  willing  to  vote  for  these  increases  if 
they  were  given  to  the  lower  salaried  employees. 
I  voted  last  week  against  a  man  being  increased 
from  $5,000  to  $6,000.  I  believe  in  these  times 
anybody  getting  $5,000  should  be  satisfied.  I 
am  always  willing  to  vote  a  proper  increase 
for  lower  salaried  employees,  but  here  are 
cases  where  large  increases  are  being  given 
to  these  people  when  large  numbers  of  city 
employees  are  getting  but  $12  to  $15  a  week. 
As  against  that,  we  have  a  man  here  getting 
$2,500  whom  it  is  proposed  to  raise  to  $3,500, 
an  increase  of  $1,000.  If  there  is  a  proposal 
to  give  this  money  to  the  lower  paid  help,  I 
am  with  it,  but  I  am  not  going  to  vote  to 
increase  the  salaries  of  those  who  are  already 
getting   good   salaries. 

Coun.  McGRATH — Mr.  President,  running 
through  this  particular  order,  it  seems  that 
these  increases  for  probation  officers  are  be- 
ing made  in  every  section  of  Suffolk  County 
except      the      Dorchester     district.      Councilors 
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Tobin,  -Fitzgerald  and  myself,  coming  from  the 
Dorchester  district,  are  in  favor  of  increases 
for  the  probation  officers  in  that  section,  due 
to  the  fact  that  there  is  probably  more  civil 
business  in  the  courts  there  than  in  any  other 
court,  with  the  exception  of  the  central  munici- 
pal court  of  Boston.  But  at  this  time  there 
is  no  mention  here  of  the  Dorchester  district. 
I  do  not  Ifeel  like  holding  up  the  salaries  of 
employees  of  the  other  courts,  who  undoubtedly 
deserve  increases  in  their  salaries,  but  I  do 
feel  that  something  should  be  done  for  the 
probation  officers  in  the  Dorchester  Court,  that 
they   should,   at  least,  be  mentioned   here. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, while  I  am  going  to  vote  for  this  order, 
although  it  ignores  the  court  in  Dorchester, 
my  section,  I  do  (feel  that  proper  recognition 
should  be  extended  to  the  probation  officers  in 
the  Dorchester  district.  There  is  no  municipal 
court  in  the  City  of  Boston,  aside  from  the 
central  municipal  court,  that  does  more  work 
than  the  court  in  the  Dorchester  district. 
Therefore,  while  I  am  going  to  vote  for  this 
order,  I  trust  that  the  judges  will  see  the 
propriety  of  giving  recognition  to  the  proba- 
tion   officers    tin    the    Dorchester    Court. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  I  cannot  see 
the  propriety  of  increasing  the  salaries  of 
some  Of  these  officers  from  $2,000  to  $2,750, 
or  making  other  similar  increases  as  set  forth 
in  this  list.  Some  of  these  men  go  to  their 
offices  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  and 
perhaps  work  until  two  or  three  in  the  after- 
noon, when  they  will  go  to  a  ball  game,  or 
something  of  the  sort.  Most  of  them  have 
got  to  a  point  where  they  consider  it  out  of 
the  question  to  do  a  good  day's  work.  They 
are  getting  overpaid  now,  and  I  shall  vote 
against    the    order. 

Coun.  GEOlRGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, speaking  for  South  Boston,  we  have  over 
there  a  probation  officer  whom  it  is  proposed 
here  to  raise  from  $2,500  to  $3,500.  I  am 
very  familiar  with  the  work  done  by  that 
gentleman.  He  comes  to  the  local  station  at 
5J30  to  6  in  the  morning  and  performs  a  long 
day's  work,  and  then  on  Monday,  Tuesday  and 
Friday  nights  it  is  necessary  for  him  to  be 
at  the  local  courthouse  to  listen  to  nonsupport 
cases  and  collect  and  distribute  money.  That 
condition  has  existed,  I  think,  from  the  time 
he  first  took  office,  some  ten  years  ago.  This 
increase  has  been  agitated,  to  my  knowledge, 
for  at  least  eight  years,  and  it  has  been  the 
same  with  the  other  officers  in  that  department. 
It  was  necessary  for  them  to  go  to  the  Legis- 
lature in  the  matter  because  the  city  had  no 
power.  I  interceded  for  the  present  probation 
officers  in  South  Boston  during  the  first  year 
of  my  term  here,  and  found  that  nothing 
could  be  done,  although  the  Mayor  and  the 
Budget  Commissioner  were  favorable  to  the 
increases,  knowing  that  those  men  were  de- 
serving of  that.  The  head  probation  officer 
would  have  received  much  more  than  the 
$3,500  under  a  step-rate  increase,  but  it  has 
been  impossible  to  make  these  increases  be- 
cause of  the  peculiar  situation.  These  men 
are  more  than  deserving  of  the  proposed  in- 
creases. They  are  not  more  than  they  should 
have.  The  fact  is  that  they  should  have  been 
increased  long  before  this.  As  far  as  the 
Dorchester  'Court  is  concerned,  I  am  sure  thit 
the  justices  will  recommend  increases  there, 
also.  I  certainly  believe,  under  the  circum- 
stances, that  this  order  should  pass.  There 
has  been  a  great  injustice  done  to  the  officers 
in  these  various  courts,  and  the  matter  should 
not  be  held  up  any  longer.  I  feel  sure  that 
those  who  may  have  been  overlooked  will, 
when  the  matter  is  called  to  the  attention 
of  the  justices,  be  attended  to.  I  trust  that 
the  order  will  be  passed  today. 

Coun.  BRAOHMAN— Mr.  President,  I  be- 
lieve that  we  have  the  finest  probation  system 
of  any  county  lin  the  country  right  here  in 
Boston.  The  importance  of  the  officers  who 
are  maintaining  that  system  should  not  be 
minimized  at  all.  They  are  performing  a 
very  important  function  of  the  courts.  In 
fact,  I  believe  their  duties  are  more  important 
in   many  cases   than  those  of  the  judges  of  the 


courts  themselves,  because  they  keep  families 
straightened  out,  and  keep  men  on  the  straight 
path.  I  know  the  work  that  is  done  by  the 
probation  officers  in  my  district,  and  I  know 
the  cooperation  given  by  them  to  unfortunate 
people  of  the  district.  I  feel  that  this  is  a 
matter  that  should  not  be  held  up.  I  know 
most  members  of  the  Council  are  in  favor  of 
paying  the  laborer  what  he  is  worth,  feeing 
that  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire.  I 
certainly  trust  that  the  matter  will  not  be  held 
up  because  the  judge  of  one  court  has  not 
submitted  the  matter,  so  far  as  his  court  is 
concerned,  to  the  administrative  board.  These 
matters  are  submitted  to  the  administrative 
board  of  the  judges  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
they  are  a  hard-boiled  lot.  Of  course,  they  only 
pass  upon  what  is  brought  before  them,  but 
if  they  agree  that  certain  increases  are  proper 
there  is  no  question  that  they  are  justified.  If 
the  judge  in  the  Dorchester  Court  has  not 
submitted  this  as  a  proper  requirement  for  his 
court,  there  is  nothing  we  can  do  about  it. 
But  we  can,  at  least,  pass  on  these  increases 
as  they  have  now  come  before  us,  and  no 
doubt  the  situation  in  the  Dorchester  Court 
will  be  brought  to  our  attention  and  we  will 
later  have  a  chance  to  act  upon  that.  I 
hope  it  may  be  soon.  But  I  do  not  believe  we 
should  hold  up  twenty-nine  men  because  the 
judge  of  one  court  is  stubborn,  or  whatever 
the  reason  may  be,  in  submitting  the  figures 
for   his    court. 

The  order  was  passed,   yeas   13,   nays   4 : 
Yeas— Coun.      Agnew,      Brackman,     Doherty, 
Dowd,     Finley,     John     I.    Fitzgerald,    Peter    J. 
Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Harris,  Kerrigan,  George 
A.   Murray,    Peter   A.    Murray,    Selvitella — '13. 

Navs — Coun.  Mellen  Norton,  Shattuck,  Tobin 
—4. 


VENTOLA-MALAGUTTI   OIL  CASE. 

Coun.    NORTON    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Finance  Commis- 
sion be  requested  to  investigate  into  the  so- 
called  Ventola-Malagutti  oil  case  in  which  the 
City    of    Boston    was    involved. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  I  under- 
stand that  Malagutti  was  suing  one  Joseph 
Ventola  of  Hyde  Park  on  a  so-called  oil  con- 
tract having  to  do  with  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  I  would  like  to  know  a  little  more  about 
that   oil   contract   and   what   transpired. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the    rule. 


STUDY    OF    ABATEMENTS    BY    FINANCE 
COMMISSION. 

Coun.    NORTON   offered    the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Finance  Commis- 
sion be  requested  to  make  a  study  of  abate- 
ments granted  in  Boston  for  a  period  of  time 
and  that  property  belonging  to  the  so-called 
Conveyancers  Title  Insurance  and  Mortgage 
Company,  upon  which  abatements  have  been 
granted,    be    given    special    study. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  the  abate- 
ments that  have  been  granted  by  the  Boston 
assessors  may  be  perfectly  all  right  when  all 
the  facts  are  known,  but  in  6ome  quarters 
there  is  some  question.  Therefore,  it  would 
be  well  for  the  members  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission and  their  able  secretary,  Mr.  Cunniff, 
to  go  into  this  matter,  and  that  the  results  of 
their    investigation    might    be    quite    revealing. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the    rule. 


SUMMER    OPENING    OF    SCHOOL    YARDS. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  consider  the  ad- 
visability of  conferring  'with  the  Boston  School 
Committee  relative  to  having  school  play  yards 
kept  open  a  maximum  number  of  hours  dur- 
ing   the    summer    period. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  every  sum- 
mer we  have  twenty-five  to  thirty  children 
killed  by  automobiles  on  the  streets  of  Boston 
and  2,500  or  more  serious  accidents.     I  think  it 
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would  be  well  to  seriously  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  using  school  grounds  in  the  summer 
for  play  yards.  I  see  no  reason  why  a  plan 
could  not  be  evolved  whereby  those  play  areas 
would  be  kept  open  a  maximum  number  of 
hours    during    the    summer    period. 

The  order   was   passed   under   suspension   of 
the    rule. 


MECHANICS     FOR     WORK    IN     SCHOOLS. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  consider  the  ad- 
visability of  conferring  with  the  Boston  School 
Committee  relative  to  carrying  out  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Business  Manager  of  the  Bos- 
ton schools  to  the  effect  that  the  system  em- 
ploy mechanics  and  others  to  perform  work  in 
the   schools    now    being   done   by    private   con- 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  during  the 
vacation  period  each  year  various  kinds  of 
work  are  being  done  in  our  Boston  schools. 
The  able  Business  Manager  of  the  School  Board 
has  suggested  that  the  city  should  do  this 
work  with  its  own  corps  of  mechanics.  Cer- 
tainly it  seems  that  it  would  be  well  to  look 
into   the   matter. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule. 


BOSTON     TEACHERS     COLLEGE. 

Coun.   NORTON   offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider 
the  advisability  of  requesting  the  Massachu- 
setts Commissioner  of  Education  to  include 
the  Boston  Teachers  College  in  the  investiga- 
tion that  is  to  take  place  relative  to  turning 
some  of  the  teachers  colleges  located  through- 
out the  state  into  regular  academic  institu- 
tions   of    higher    learning. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  for  some 
years  I  have  suggested  that  the  Boston 
Teachers  College,  which  is  costing  the  City 
of  Boston  nearly  a  quarter  million  dollars  a 
year,  instead  of  continuing  to  turn  out  teachers 
who  cannot  find  employment,  change  its  cur- 
riculum so  that  it  will  really  be  a  junior  col- 
lege, along  academic  lines.  The  graduates  of 
that  college  now  cannot  get  a  teaching  job. 
You  will  find  many  of  them  working  in  chain 
stores  and  restaurants,  anything  they  can  get, 
with  no  hope  of  obtaining  the  positions  for 
which  they  were  supposed  to  be  trained.  Here 
is  an  institution  costing  the  City  of  Boston 
about  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars  a  year. 
We  have  in  Boston  5,000  youngsters,  graduates 
of  the  high  schools,  educated  in  the  classical 
course  with  the  original  idea  that  they  would 
go  to  college,  who  have  not  been  able  to  con- 
tinue their  education  along  that  line.  Now, 
why  should  we  not  adopt  the  system  that  has 
been  adopted  in  New  York,  giving  these 
youngsters  an  opportunity  to  take  a  junior 
college  course?  Apparently  our  Commissioner 
of  Education,  Mr.  Reardon,  is  of  the  opinion 
that  even  the  State  Teachers  College,  which 
has  been  grinding  out  teachers  who  cannot 
find  work,  should  have  its  activities  turned 
into  the  junior  college  line.  I  know  that  in 
my  ward  a  number  of  graduates  of  high 
schools  who  had  intended  to  go  to  Boston 
College  or  Harvard,  and  have  been  unable  to 
do  so,  would  welcome  an  opportunity  to  take 
a  junior  college  course.  As  it  is,  when  they 
go  to  the  Teachers  College,  they  are  unable  to 
obtain  a  teaching  position  and  are  out  for 
three  or  four  years,  they  lose  their  aptitude 
for  learning.  Why  not  look  into  this  matter 
and  see  if  something  along  this  line  cannot 
be  done?  Commissioner  Reardon  has  asked 
the  question,  and  I  believe  it  is  a  very  perti- 
nent question.  We  may  meet  With  a  certain 
opposition  but,  nevertheless,  this  is  a  matter 
that  is  well  worth  considering.  The  trend  in 
America  is  inevitably  towards  higher  educa- 
tion. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the    rule. 


REPAIR    OF    SUBURBAN    STREETS. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be 
requested  to  consider  the  advisability  of  laying 
out  and  repairing  hundreds  of  short  streets 
in  the  suburban  wards  of  Boston.  Ward  18 
alone  having  over  200  of  them. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  this  is  a 
matter  that  may  well  be  looked  into.  There 
are  numerous  short  streets  in  the  suburban 
wards  of  Boston — -Ward  18  alone,  as  the  order 
says,  having  over  200  of  them — that  should 
be  repaired.  I  trust  that  the  Mayor  will  con- 
sider this  matter  and  that  something  will  be 
done. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


HYDE     PARK    WADING    POOL. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered   the  following  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be 
requested  to  consider  the  advisability  of  order- 
ing the  Hyde  Park  wading  pool  to  be  turned 
on  during  the  present  hot  spell. 

Coun.  NORTON-HMr.  President,  we  have 
a  wading  pool  out  there  in  Hyde  Park  that 
we  feel  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  country, 
and  I  say  to  the  members  here  that  some 
time  when  they  are  driving  through  the 
section  it  would  be  worth  their  while  to  take 
a  look  at  it.  It  cost  the  City  of  Boston 
$3,600  to  build  this  wading  pool,  and  it 
should  certainly  be  availed  of  during  the 
present  hot  spell.  There  should  be  such  a  pool 
in  every  section  of  Boston,  and  two  in  some  of 
the  very  congested  sections.  This  is  not  a  pool 
for  the  big  boys  and  girls,  but  for  the  young- 
sters. It  is  shallow  and  it  is  perfectly  safe 
for  them.  Now  that  we  have  this  wonderful 
pool  for  wading,  it  should  certainly  be  used 
in  the  present  hot  spell,  and  the  water  had 
not  yet  been  turned  on,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  hundreds  of  youngsters  who  would  enjoy 
and  benefit  from  wading  there  are  simply 
waiting  for  it  to  be  turned  on. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


EMPLOYMENT    OF    BUILDING    TRADES 
UNION    MEMBERS. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council 
desires  to  go  on  record  as  requesting  the 
Boston  Central  Labor  Council  not  to  discrimi- 
nate against  former  members  of  the  Build- 
ing Trades  Union  and  citizens  of  Boston, 
when  employing  men  on  Federal  contracts. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 


METERS  FOR  CITY  TELEPHONES. 

Coun.  MoGRATIH   offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Department  of  Public  Utilities  to  order 
that  all  city-owned  telephones  be  provided  with 
a    meter    for    measuring   outgoing   calls. 

Coun.  McGRATH— Mr.  President,  this  order 
merely  asks  that  the  Mayor  request  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Utilities  to  issue  an  order 
that  all  city-owned  telephones  be  provided 
with  a  meter  for  measuring  outgoing  calls, 
so  that  the  city  may  get  a  correct  record  in 
its    telephone   bills. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule. 


USE  OF  MATRONS  IN  PLACE  OF 
DOCTORS. 

Coun.    McGRATH  offered    the   following: 

Ordered,     That    the    trustees    of    the    Boston 

City   Hospital  be   requested,   through   his   Honor 

the    Mayor,    to    inform    the    City    Council    why 

the  Out-Patient  Department  of   the  City   Hos- 
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pita!  and  the  East  Boston  and  Haymarket 
Relief  Stations  are  in  charge  of  a  matron 
rather   than   a  doctor. 

Coun.  MoGRATIH — Mr.  President,  it  has  been 
called  to  my  attention  that  matrons  are  now 
in  charge  of  the  Out-Patient  Department  of 
the  City  Hospital  and  of  the  East  Boston  and 
Haymarket  Relief  Stations.  With  all  ths 
doctors  on  the  staff  and  the  internes  practicing 
at  these  different  institutions,  I  don't  know 
why  that  should  he  so.  I  don't  know  how 
much  good  a  matron  can  do  in  the  ease  of 
a  broken  leg  or  arm.  But  it  seems  to  be  the 
policy  of  the  department  to  have  matrons 
take  charge  of  these  branches  of  the  service. 
I  would  like  to  have  this  referred  to  the 
Hospital  Committee,  and  have  Doctor  Manary 
ap-pear  before  the  committee  and  explain  why 
matrons   should  be    in    charge. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on   Hospitals. 


ACTION  OF  APPLICATIONS  FOR 
ABATEMENTS. 

Coun.  TOBIN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  requesting  the  Board 
of  Assessors  to  take  immediate  action  on 
applications  for  abatements  of  personal  prop- 
erty taxes  on  owners  of  property,  the  bills  for 
said  taxes  being  already  in  the  hands  of 
constables. 

Coun.  TOBIN— Mr.  President,  on  the  1930 
tax  bills  there  have  been  pending,  in  some 
instances  for  at  least  a  year,  before  the  Board 
of  Assessors  applications  for  abatements  of 
different  taxes.  As  I  understand  the  situation, 
in  many  instances  where  the  local  assessor 
makes  the  assessment  on  the  personal  prop- 
erty he  is  frequently  unable  to  determine  the 
exact  value  of  the  property.  For  example,  in 
case  of  the  conduct  of  a  store  or  business,  the 
assessor  has  to  rely  to  a  great  extent  on  the 
reports  of  the  owners  of  personal  property 
submitted  at  the  State  House  as  evidence  of 
the  value  of  the  property.  It  has  been  the 
experience  of  people  for  many  years  that  the 
value  based  on  reports  submitted  at  the 
State  House  are  not  accurate  or  true  values, 
that  in  many  instances  property  is  over-valued. 
Whatever  the  reason  may  be,  it  is  evident 
that  the  assessment  on  personal  property, 
as  fixed  by  the  local  assessor,  has  represented 
in  many  instances  over-value,  and  that,  con- 
sequently, on  application  to  the  Board  of 
Assessors  of  the  owner,  for  years  past,  prop- 
erty has  been  revalued  in  accordance  with 
legitimate  evidence  submitted  by  the  owner. 
It  appears  this  last  year  there  have  been  some 
2.000  applications  pending  before  the  Board 
of  Assessors,  coming  from  every  ward  of  the 
city,  from  owners  of  small  stores,  who  believe 
that  the  valuation  put  on  the  property  by  the 
local  assessor  is  erroneous  and  excessive.  That 
is  the  procedure  adopted  by  our  board  in  this 
city,  that  the  application  must  fiirst  be  passed 
upon  by  the  local  man  and,  on  his  approval, 
sent  for  rejection  or  acceptance  thereafter  to 
vote  of  the  full  body.  Therefore,  as  I  say, 
in  some  2,000  cases,  as  I  understand  from  the 
information  I  have  received,  property  owners 
have  made  applications,  which  have  been 
passed  upon  and  approved  by  the  local 
assessors.  They  have  then  been  passed 
along  to  the  superior  officers,  the  dep- 
uty assessors,  and  these  some  2,000  cases  that 
have  been  approved  by  the  local  man  at  a 
lower  valuation  and  have  been  passed  up  the 
line  have  been  left  in  that  position,  without 
any  action  being  taken  by  the  full  board. 
The  owner  of  the  property  has  been  led  to  be- 
lieve, since  his  application  has  been  approved 
by  the  local  officials,  that  he  will  receive  an 
abatement,  that  he  will  not  have  to  pay  the 
full  tax  as  assessed.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact 
nothing  has  been  finally  done.  And  so  these 
cases  have  gone  along  through  1936,  the 
owners  legitimately  believing,  and  according 
to  the  statement  of  the  local  officials  having 
a  right  to  believe,  that  their  property  is  over- 
valued.    They   now   find    in   every  one  of   those 


cases  where,  according  to  the  record  of  the 
local  officials  themselves,  that  they  were  in 
error  and  that  abatements  should  be  granted, 
that  abatements  have  been  held  up,  that  noth- 
ing has  been  done  by  the  full  board,  and  that 
they  are  expected  by  the  City  Collector  to 
pay  the  full  assessment,  and  that  that  demand 
is  'made  by  constables  sent  out  from  the  col- 
lector's office.  And  that  is  regardless  of  the 
fact  that  the  owners  had  a  perfect  right  to 
believe  that  the  taxes  were  to  be  abated,  and 
that  there  was  no  reason  why  they  should  be- 
lieve otherwise.  They,  at  least,  felt  that  they 
had  a  right  to  have  the  matter  passed  upon 
by  the  full  board,  and  that  that  has  not  been 
done.  They  are,  consequently,  told  that  they 
must  pay,  regardless  of  the  customary  pro- 
cedure of  the  Board  of  Assessors,  upon  which 
they  supposed  they  had  a  right  to  rely.  This 
whole  thing  seems  absolutely  unfair,  and  ab- 
solutely illegal.  It  now  becomes  the  duty  of 
the  collector  to  require  constables  to  collect 
the  full  amount,  which  seems  unjust,  un- 
reasonable and  poor  judgment,  where  the 
Board  of  Assessors,  through  its  local  officers, 
has  agreed  that  the  tax  is  too  high.  The  fact 
that  that  finding  of  the  local  man  has  not 
been  supported  by  the  full  board  seems  to  be 
purely  because  of  neglect,  mismanagement, 
carelessness,  or  whatever  it  may  be  called, 
of  the  full  board,  in  practically,  by  not  taking 
any  action  whatever,  refusing  abatement  to 
the  property  owner.  This  inaction  on  the 
part  of  the  board  is  certainly  bad  enough, 
whether  you  regard  it  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  property  owner  or  from  the  standpoint 
of  following  up  the  action  of  their  own  em- 
ployees. It  certainly  seems  to  me  unjustified. 
I  believe  when  abatements  have  been  favor- 
aby  acted  upon  by  the  local  man  that  action 
should  be  considered  by  the  full  board,  and 
I  believe  that  the  Mayor,  when  he  finds  that 
there  are  before  the  Board  of  Assessors  2,000 
cases  where  abatements  have  bean  allowed  by 
the  local  assessors,  where  no  action  has  been 
taken  subsequently  by  the  full  board,  and  when 
there  are  tax  bills  in  the  hands  of  constables 
for  the  full  amount,  because  of  the  neglect 
and  inactivity  of  the  full  board,  will  order 
the  Board  of  Assessors  to  go  ahead  and  prop- 
erly   perform    their   duty. 

The  order   was   passed   under   suspension   of 
the    rule. 


RECORDS  OF  CONVEYANCERS  TITLE 
INSURANCE  AND  MORTGAGE  COM- 
PANY. 

Coun.    NORTON    offered    the    following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  ap- 
pear before  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Council  at  the  next  meeting  with  all  records 
pertaining  to  property  in  which  Conveyancers 
Title  Insurance  and  Mortgage  Company  are  in- 
terested. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — The  order  will  be 
referred    to    the    Executive    Committee. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  ask  unan- 
imous consent  to  make  a  statement.  I  am 
desirous  of  having  the  Board  of  Assessors  ap- 
pear before  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Council  and  bring  before  us  all  records  hav- 
ing to  do  with  this  particular  company.  It 
may  be  that  everything  is  perfectly  all  right. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  it  may  be  possible 
to  have  the  assessors  come  down  with  those 
records    today. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — I  have  been  in- 
formed that  the  Board  of  Assessors  are  Very 
busy  trying  to  prepare  the  tax  rate  and  valua- 
tions. 

Coun.  NORTON— Well.  then,  we  might 
request  the  Board  of  Assessors  to  do  nothing 
in  this  matter  until  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — The  order  has 
been  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee, 
and  they  can  summon  the  assessors  before 
them    at    the    next    meeting. 

Coun.  NORTON— Well.  Mr.  President,  I 
would  make  this  suggestion,  that  notice  be 
sent   to   the  assessors   that   nothing   be   done   in 
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the  case  until  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Council  has  an  opportunity  to  examine  into  it. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— The  Chair  will 
take   official    notice. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  appreci- 
ate the  fact  that  I  am  merely  up  here  attempt- 
ing to  get  somewhere  against  the  rules.  Never- 
theless, the  fact  that  I  have  brought  this  up 
is  going  to  have  a  certain  effect,  which  I 
have  no  doubt  will  be  beneficial  as  far  as  this 
particular  case  is  concerned,  whether  the  order 
is  ruled  out  or  ruled  in.  Word  will  have 
gone  out  that  we  are  interested  in  this  par- 
ticular   case. 

The  order  stood  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


PLAY   AREAS. 
Coun.    NORTON   offered   the   following: 
Ordered,    That   the    Mayor    consider    the   ad- 
visability   of    taking    land,    small    and    large 


pieces,  upon  which  no  taxes  have  been  paid 
for  years,  and  turning  these  pieces  of  prop- 
erty into  play  areas. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


REPAIR    OF    METROPOLITAN    AND    AU- 
GUSTUS AVENUES. 

Coun.    NORTON   offered   the   following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Puiblic 
Works,     through     his     Honor     the     Mayor,     be 
requested   to    lay   out    and    repair    Metropolitan 
avenue    and   Augustus    avenue,    Ward    18. 
Passed   under   suspension   of  the  rule. 


Adjourned  at  3.45  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD,  to  meet  on 
Monday,    June    28,    1&37,    at    2    p.    m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


SPECIAL  MEETING. 

Friday,  June  18,  1937. 
Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the  City 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
FITZGERALD    in    the    chair.     Absent,    Coun. 
Gallagher,  Harris  and  Roberts. 


CALL  FOR  MEETING. 
The  meeting  was  held  pursuant  to  the  following: 
City  Council  Chamber, 

City  Hall,  June  15,  1937. 
To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — You  are  hereby  notified  that  a 
special  meeting  of  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  will  be  held  in  the  City  Council  Chamber 
on  Friday,  June  18,  1937,  at  2  p.  m.,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  whatever  action  may  be  possible 
and  advisable  on  matters  of  abatement  now  pend- 
ing before  the  Board  of  Assessors  and  for  such 
other  business  as  may  come  before  the  meeting. 

John  I.  Fitzgerald, 
_        ,  President. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE- MAYOR. 

The  Mayor  submitted  the  following  appoint- 
ments, subject  to  confirmation  by  the  City  Council, 
viz.: 

William  Hough,  16  Chestnut  avenue,  Ward  10; 
Leo  T.  McNeil,  1395  Commonwealth  avenue, 
Ward  21;  Edward  J.  Mulligan,  1724  Dorchester 
avenue,  Ward  16,  to  be  constables  of  the  City  of 
Boston  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1938,  without 
power  to  serve  civil  process  and  to  serve  without 
-bond. 

Weigher  of  Goods:  Fielding  Hensbee,  136  Zeigler 
street,  Roxbury,  Mass. 

Weigher  of  Beef:  Frederick  A.  Bigwood,  206 
Metropolitan  avenue,  West  Roxbury,  Mass. 

Laid  over  to  the  next  meeting,  under  the  law. 


CHILDREN'S   PERMIT. 

A  petition  was  received  of  Lester  P.  Gould 
for  certain  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to 
appear  at  Whiton  Hall  on  June  25,  1937,  and  it 
was  voted  that  a  permit  be  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions. 


W.   P.    A.    LAY-OFFS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  request 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  take  some  action  in  so  far 
as  lay-offs  of  W.  P.  A.  employees  are  concerned. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  request 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  demand  that  in  all  future 
lay-offs  the  W.  P.  A.  administrator  discharge  aliens 
instead  of  American  citizens. 

Coun.  DOWD. — Mr.  Chairman,  last  Monday 
we  introduced  an  order  asking  the  Mayor  to  call  a. 
conference  of  the  United  States  Senators  and  our 
Congressmen.  So  far  as  that  is  concerned  to  date 
nothing  has  been  done  and  lay-offs  are  going  on 
every  day  in  the  W.  P.  A.  My  second  order  asks 
specifically  that  the  W.  P.  A.  Administrator  in 
Boston  lay  off  aliens  and  keep  United  States 
citizens.  It  is  a  mighty  difficult  thing  to  be  work- 
ing on  a  project  getting  $14  or  $15  a  week,  being 
born  in  Boston  and  raised  as  an  American  citizen, 
to  see  men  with  you  that  have  been  in  this  country 
years  and  years  and  who  have  no  intention  of  taking 
out  their  naturalization  papers,  and  when  you  see 


that  American  citizen,  with  a  family  to  support, 
discharged  and  the  alien  kept,  then  I  say  to  our 
public   officials  it   is   about   time   that   something 
was  done.     I  realize  that  aliens  have  got  to  be  fed, 
but  also  realize  it  is  the  duty  of  American  govern- 
ment to   feed  Americans  first   and   I  say  to   the 
Mayor  of  Boston  and  to  the  Public  Works  Adminis- 
trator in  Boston  that  it  is  their  bounden  duty  if 
there  is  going  to  be  a  lay-off, — God  knows  I  hope 
there  is  not, — that  American  citizens  be  kept  on 
the  job.     I  have  in  mind  one  particular  project — - 
thirty-two    workers   in   that    project,    twenty-five 
aliens  and  seven  citizens,  and  they  had  to  lay  off 
three,  and  the  three  of  them  laid  off  were  American 
citizens,  while  twenty-five  aliens  were  kept  to  work. 
Now  there  is  nothing  we  probably  can  do  to  make 
Mr.  Hopkins  in  Washington  change  his  mind  about 
a  lay-off,   but  it  is   discretionary  with  our  local 
authorities  whether  they  are  going  to  keep  citizens 
on  the  job  or  aliens.     If  preference  must  tie  given, 
if  something  must  be  done,  I  certainly  would  be  in 
favor  of  deporting  every  alien  that  has  been  in 
America  for  a  number  of  years  and  has  declined 
to  take  out  his  papers.     That  is  a  matter  our  local 
authorities  can  decide  and  if  there  is  an  American 
citizen    discharged   from    now   on   then   our   own 
local  officials  are  to  blame.     I  call  the  attention 
of  the  Council  to  just  a  few  expressions  I  received 
in  the  last  three  or  four  days  from   people   who 
have  been  discharged  from  the  W.  P.  A.:     Case 
No.  1 ;    a  young  lady  twenty-seven  years  old,  the 
sole  support  of  a  blind  mother  and  three  children, 
receiving  $16  a  week,  laid  off,  while  in  her  par- 
ticular   project   are    two    girls    whose   fathers   are 
heads  of  departments  in  the  city  and  state  receiv- 
ing $5,000  and  $7,500  a  year;    and  in  her  project 
nine  other  girls  who  are  brought  to  work  by  liveried 
chauffeurs  and  taken  home  again.     Case   No.  2; 
thirty-two  individuals  in  a  project,  twenty-five  of 
whom  are  aliens,  and  three  American  citizens  laid 
off.     No.  3;   a  widow  with  five  children  discharged, 
while  three  individuals  from  the  same  family  are 
still  left  working  because  they  are  supposed  to  be 
on  non-relief.     No.  4;   a  man  receiving  $13.75  and 
five    children    to    support    was    discharged,    while 
individuals   with   no   dependents   and  aliens   were 
kept.     5;   a  seamstress  working  on  a  project,  with 
five   children   and   an   invalid   husband,    was   dis- 
charged,  while  the  superior  receives  $2,500  on  a 
Federal  position.     It  is  about  time  we  cut  out  this 
bunk, — this  statement  by  the  word  of  our  Adminis- 
trator that  nobody  who  is  needy  will  be  discharged. 
I  can  prove  five  specific  cases  I  have  just  read  and 
I  hope  and  trust  that  if  these  so-called  big  men 
who  are  living  on  the  fat  of  the  laud,  who  know 
where  their  next  meal  and  rent  is  coming  from, 
I  hope  they  will  try  to  have  a  little  red  blood  in 
their   veins   and   think   of   those   poor   individuals 
who  are  being  discharged,  and  if  there  is  anyone 
to  be  discharged,  why  not  fire  those  people  who 
can   well   afford   it.     The    Mayor   of    Boston   has 
taken  no  definite  action.  The  Boston  City  Council 
is  the  only  body  in  the  entire  city  that  has  gone 
on  record  against  this  drastic  cut.     I  say  we  have 
a  fair  and  just  argument.     Can  any  member  of 
the  Council,  or  the  Mayor,  or  Administrator,  dis- 
agree when  I  say  on  one  side  we  have  aliens  and 
on  the  other  side  American  citizens?     If  anyone 
is   to    be    fired,    fire    the   aliens.     Some   people   in 
Boston   take   the   other   stand   and   tell   you   that 
aliens   are   good    workers, — better    than   our   own 
people.     The   W.   P.   A.   was  created   to  feed  the 
poor    and    hungry,    and    our    administrators    are 
doing  it,  and  I  say  to  them  and  to  this  Council 
that   if   there   is   an   American   citizen   fired   from 
now  on  and  an  alien  is  kept  on  the  job,  then  the 
people    in   Boston   in   charge   of   those  affairs   are 
directly   to  blame. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

Coun.  AGNEW  called  up  the  following: 
Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  May  3,  1937,  of  constables  connected  with 
official  positions,  to  serve  without  bonds,  of  Leo  J. 
Feretti,  William  F.  Lewis  and  Joseph  C.  McLaugh- 
lin; and  on  appointment  submitted  bv  the  Mayor 
June  7.  1937,  of  Philip  K.  Lieberman,  to  be  a 
constable  authorized  to  serve  civil  process. 

The  PRESIDENT  appointed  Coun.  Selvitella 
and  Coun.  Finley  u  committee  to  receive,  sort  and 
count  ballots.  The  appointments  were  confirmed, 
yeas  .13,  nays  1. 
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IMPROVEMENT    OF    AMERICAN    LEGION 
HIGHWAY. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  remove 
the  ragweed  along  the  American  Legion  Highway. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG— Mr.  President,  it  has 
been  called  to  my  attention  that  along  the  Ameri- 
can Legion  Highway  ragweed  has  sprung  up  and 
is  allowed  to  grow  along  the  highway  there. 
I  don't  know  how  many  of  you  are  acquainted 
with  that  ragweed,  but  as  I  understand  it,  it  is 
very  detrimental  to  persons  suffering  from  asthma 
and  also  from  hay  fever,  and  to  have  that  prevalent 
throughout  the  city  is  not  helping  the  health  of 
those  people  around  Boston.  I  believe  the  rag- 
weed along  the  American  Legion  Highway  must 
exist  along  the  other  roads  in  Boston,  and  I  am 
asking  the  Mayor  and  the  Park  Commissioner  to 
use  every  effort  to  have  men  go  out  with  the 
W.  P.  A.  or  men  connected  with  the  Park  Depart- 
ment, to  remove  the  ragweed  as  soon  as  possible 
for  the  relief  of  those  persons  suffering  from 
asthma  and  hay  fever. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPAVING   OF   C    STREET. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  with  smooth  paving  C  street,  Ward  6, 
from  Seventh  street  to  West  First  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  DOWD  the  Council  took  a 
recess  at  2.45  p.  m.,  and  returned  to  the  Council 
Chamber  at  4.05  p.  m. 


APPROPRIATION   FROM   PARKMAN 
FUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  18,   1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners requesting  the  transfer  of  the  sum  of 
$50,000  from  the  income  of  the  George  F.  Parkman 
Fund  to  the  Maintenance  and  Improvement  of  the 
Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January  12, 
1887. 

I  submit  herewith  an  appropriation  order  and 
respectfully  recommend  its  immediate  passage  by 
your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  June  4,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — By  vote  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners you  are  respectfully  asked  to  request 
the  City  Council  to  transfer  from  the  income  of 
the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  the  sum  of  $50,000 
which  is  now  available,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  as 
follows: 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on 
January  12,  1887,  Maintenance  and 
Improvements  of $50,000 

When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for  the 
year  1937,  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  yearly  income 
of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  was  deducted 
from  Item  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  with  the 
understanding  that  this  deduction  was  to  be  re- 
placed by  the  total  yearly  income  of  said  Parkman 
Fund  for  1937,  to  be  transferred  as  it  accrued 
from  time  to  time  during  the  year  to  the 
regular  maintenance  appropriation  of  the  Park 
Department. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $50,000  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the  George  F. 


Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for  the  Maintenance 
and  Improvement  of  the  Common  and  Parks  in 
Existence  on  January  12,  1887,  as  follows: 
Common    and    Parks    in    Existence    on 
January   12,   1887,  Maintenance  and 
Improvement  of $50,000 

On  motion  of  Coun.  AGNEW,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  and  the  order  was  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays  0. 


RANDIDGE   FUND   EXCURSIONS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  18,   1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
missioners informs  me  that  an  appropriation  of 
$5,000  will  be  required  for  transportation  and 
incidental  expenses  in  connection  with  excursions 
to  be  arranged  under  the  Randidge  Fund  for 
children  in  various  sections  of  the  city.  I  believe 
this  to  be  a  project  of  exceptional  merit  and  accord- 
ingly am  submitting  herewith  an  order  providing 
for  the  appropriation  of  the  necessary  amount, 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  Reserve  Fund. 

I     respectfully     recommend     adoption     of     the 
accompanying  order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $5,000  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is.  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  for  recreation  pur- 
poses, by  the  transportation  of  children  from  the 
various  parts  of  the  city  to  certain  recreational 
centers  within  and  without  the  limits  of  the  city, 
and  for  other  incidental  expenses  in  connection 
therewith,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent 
Fund. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  AGNEW  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  order  was  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays  0. 


CONVEYANCERS   TITLE   INSURANCE 
COMPANY   ABATEMENTS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  of 
the  Council  be  appointed  to  investigate  abate- 
ments now  pending  before  the  Board  of  Assessors 
for  the  Conveyancers  Title  Insurance  and  Mortgage 
Company,  and  to  report  to  the  City  Council  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  PRESIDENT  appointed  Coun.  Wilson, 
Kerrigan,  Dowd.  Peter  A.  Murray  and  Agnew  to 
be  members  of  the  committee. 

Coun.  AGNEW  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  forward  to  the  City  Council 
a  list  of  the  408  parcels  of  property  under  con- 
sideration by  them  in  which  the  Conveyancers 
Title  Insurance  and  Mortgage  Company  or  their 
holding  companies  are  interested  with  the  assessed 
value  of  each  parcel. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  the 
Board  of  Assessors  ocnsider  the  matter  of  grant- 
ing no  abatements  on  the  property  of  the  Con- 
veyancers Title  Insurance  and  Mortgage  Company 
until  a  Special  Committee  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  has  filed  their  report. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EXTENSION   OF   BUS   LINE. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated Railway  Company  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  petition  the  Boston  City 
Council  for  an  extension  of  the  bus  line  service, 
now  running  from  Franklin  Park  Station  to 
Columbia  Station,  so  as  to  include  Carson  Beach 
and  the  L  Street  Baths  along  the  Strandway. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  TOBIN.  at 
4.35  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  June  28,  1937,  at 
2  p.  m. 


CITY    OP    BOSTON    PRINTING    DEPARTMENT 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,    June    28,    1937. 
Regular   meeting   of   the   City   Council   in   the 
Council    Chamber,    City    Hall,    at    2.10    p.    m., 
President  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD  in  the  chair. 
Absent,  Coun.   Roberts. 


SIDEWALK    ORDERS    VETOED. 

The   following   were  received : 

City   of  (Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   June  22,   1937. 
To    the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved 
and  without  my  signature  an  order  adopted  by 
your  Honorable  Body  on  June  7,  1937,  for  the 
making  of  a  sidewalk  with  granite  edgestones 
along   Bushnell  street,  in   Ward   16. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  that  there  are  no  funds  available  at 
the  present  time  for  this  construction.  Under 
the  circumstances  I  am  constrained  to  veto 
the  order. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,   Mayor. 
Placed   on   file. 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the   Mayor,   June  26,    1937. 
To   the  City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved 
and  without  my  signature  an  order  adopted 
by  your  Honorable  Body  on  June  14,  1937,  for 
the  making  of  a  sidewalk  with  granite  edge- 
stones  along  Farragut  road  (one  side),  Ward  6. 
I  am  informed  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  that  there  are  no  funds  avail- 
able at  the  present  time  for  this  construction. 
Under  the  circumstances  I  am  constrained  to 
veto-  the   order. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,   Mayor. 
Placed   on   file. 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   June  22,   1937. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  return  herewith  disapproved 
and  without  my  signature  an  order  adopted 
by  your  Honorable  Body  on  June  7,  1937,  for 
the  making  of  a  sidewalk  with  granite  edge- 
stones  along  Lansdowne  street,  north  side, 
from    Ipswich   street,    in    Ward    5. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  that  there  are  no  funds  avail- 
able at  the  present  time  for  this  construction. 
Under  the  circumstances  I  am  constrained  to 
veto   the    order. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 
Placed  on   file. 


APPOINTMENT    OF    CONSTABLES. 
The   following   Was   received : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   June   28,    1937. 
To    the    City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
Honorable  Body  I  hereby  appoint  the  follow-' 
ing-named  persons  constables  of  the  City  of 
Boston  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1938, 
authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing 
bond  : 

Louis  D.  Frank,  54  Peacevale  road.  Ward 
17;  Nachman  Perlman,  951  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
Ward  14 ;  Lewis  Gilbert,  21  Schuyler  street, 
Ward  12. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 
Laid  over   for   one   week  under   the  law. 


APPOINTMENT    OF    WEIGHERS. 

The  following   was   received : 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   June  28,    1937. 
To   the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
Honorable  Body  I  hereby  appoint  the  follow- 
ing-named  persons   as   weighers : 

Weigher  of  Coal:  Arthur  Kerrigan,  212 
Fellsway    West,    Medford,    Mass. 

Weighers  of  Goods :  E.  P.  Morrison,  1376 
Commonwealth  avenue,  Allston,  Mass. ;  C.  A. 
Brandiin,  175  River  street,  Waltham,  Mass.  ; 
T.  F.  McCormick,  66  Bennington  street,  New- 
ton, Mass.;  O.  W.  Youngren,  18  Faxon  street, 
Roxbury,  Mass. ;  R.  G.  Warren,  25  Linden 
street,  Allston,  Mass. ;  A.  J.  Fitzpatrick,  112 
Murdock  street,  Brighton,  Mass. ;  W.  G.  Con- 
nors, 59  Riverdale  street,  Allston,  Mass. ;  J. 
A.  Duriton,  30  Cummings  road,  Newton  Centre, 
Mass. ;  L.  A.  Doyle,  15  Raymond  street,  All- 
ston, Mass. ;  J.  J.  Murphy,  119  Main  street. 
Ashland,  Mass.  ;  W.  P.  Ferriter,  30  Mansfield 
street,    Allston,    Mass. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Laid  over  for  one  week  under   the  law. 


GRANT    AGREEMENT,    SOUTH*  BOSTON 
HIGH    SCHOOL. 

The   following   was   received : 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   June  28,    1937. 
To   the   Honorable  the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — On  November  25,  1935,  your 
Honorable  Body  passed  an  order  accepting 
the  offer  of  the  United  States  of  America  to 
aid  by  way  of  grant  in  financing  the  construc- 
tion of  an  addition  and  alterations  to  South 
Boston  High  School  (P.  W.  A.  Docket  No. 
Mass.   1091). 

I  am  advised  that  the  Law  Department  and 
the  Emergency  Finance  Board  of  the  Common- 
wealth construe  such  an  offer  to  aid  in  financ- 
ing the  construction  of  a  school  building  to 
include  aid  in  financing  the  necessary  equip- 
ment therefor.  The  Federal  authorities,  how- 
ever, are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  advisable 
that  such  an  offer  should  provide  for  aid  in 
financing  the  equipment  by  express  language 
and  have  therefor  submitted  a  superseding 
offer  for  the  above  project.  By  the  terms  of 
the  superseding  offer,  the  United  States  of 
America  offers  to  aid  in  financing  the  con- 
struction of  said  school  building,  including  the 
necessary  equipment  therefor. 

The  superseding  offer  in  the  above  project 
provides  by  its  terms  for  a  reduction  in  the 
maximum  amount  of  the  grant  from  $239,400, 
as  appearing  in  the  original  offer,  to  $224,473. 
I  have  been  advised,  however,  that  since  the 
present  estimated  cost  of  construction  of 
said  school  building,  including  necessary  equip- 
ment therefor,  will  be  substantially  less  than 
the  amount  originally  estimated,  said  amount 
of  $224,473  is  the  maximum  grant  based  upon 
the  present  maximum  estimated  cost.  The 
United  States  -of  America  has,  therefore,  re- 
duced the  maximum  grant  in  order  to  release 
all    available    sums    for    other    projects. 

I  am  transmitting  herewith  to  your  Honor- 
able   Body    the   following : 

1.  Superseding  offer  by  the  United  States 
of   America  relative   to  the  above  project. 

2.  A  copy  of  rules  and  regulations,  P.  W.  A 
Form   No.    179  as   amended  ;   and 

3.  Forms  of  order  of  acceptance  of  said 
superseding    offer. 

On  December  28,  1936,  I  submitted  to  your 
Honorable  Body  these  similar  superseding 
offers  relative  to  other  school  buildings,  one 
of  which  also  provided  for  a  reduction  in 
maximum  grant,  and  on  January  11,  1937 
your  Honorable  Body  passed  orders  accepting 
said    superseding  offers. 

I  recommend  prompt  consideration  and  pass- 
age by  your  Honorable  Body  of  the  accompany- 
ing  order. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 
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Ordered,  That  the  susperseding  offer  of 
the  United  (States  of  America  to  the  City  of 
Boston  to  aid  by  way  of  grant  in  financing  the 
construction  of  an  addition  to  and  alterations 
to  South  Boston  High  School,  including  neces- 
sary equipment  therefor,  a  copy  of  which 
superseding    offer    reads    as    follows: 

"Federal    Emergency    Administration 

of  Public  Works. 

Washington,    D.    C, 

Dated:   May    4,    1937. 
Docket  No.  Mass.  1091-R. 
City   of   Boston, 

Boston,   Suffolk  County,  Massachusetts. 

1.  Subject  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations 
(P.  W.  A.  Form  No.  179,  July  22,  1935,  as 
amended  to  date)  which  are  made  a  part 
hereof  the  Uniited  States  of  America  hereby 
offers  to  aid  in  financing  the  construction 
of  an  addition  and  alterations  to  South  Bos- 
ton High  School,  including  necessary  equipment 
therefor  (herein  called  the  "Project"),  by 
making  a  grant  to  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
amount  of  46  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  the 
Project  upon  completion,  as  determined  by  the 
Federal  Emergency  Administrator  of  Public 
Works,  but  not  to  exceed,  in  any  event,  the 
sum   of   $224,473. 

2.  Uipon  the  acceptance  of  this  offer  by 
the  City  of  Boston,  the  contract  created  by 
the  acceptance  of  the  offer  dated  October  9, 
1935,  made  (by  the  United  States  of  America 
to  the  City  of  Boston  to  aid  in  financing  the 
project  shall  be  canceled.  The  cancellation 
of  such  contract  shall  not  irmpair  or  vitiate  any 
act  performed  or  proceedings  taken  thereunder 
prior  to  such  cancellation.  Such  acts  or  pro- 
ceedings may  be  continued  under  the  contract 
created  by  the  acceptance  of  this  offer. 

United  States   of  America, 
Federal,    Emergency    Administrator    of 
Public  Works. 
by  Horatio   B.   Hackett, 
Assistant    Administrator." 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  in  all  respects  ac- 
cepted ;    and    further 

Ordered,  That  said  City  of  Boston  agrees  to 
abide  by  all  the  rules  and  regulations  relating 
to  such  grant,  a  copy  of  which  rules  and 
regulations  are  annexed  to  the  superseding 
offer  of  the  United  States  of  America  and 
made  a  part   thereof. 

Referred   to   the   Executive   Committee. 


LOAN  FOR  SEWERAGE  WORKS. 

The  following  was   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the   Mayor,   June  2S,    1937. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  that  in  order  to  pre- 
vent an  almost  complete  shut-down  of  sewer- 
age works  construction  and  maintenance 
throughout  the  city,  it  is  necessary  that  ad- 
ditional funds  be  made  available  immediately. 
The  appropriations  approved  by  your  Honor- 
able Body  early  in  the  year  have  been  almost 
completely  either  expended  or  committed,  so 
that  no  new  sewerage  construction  work  can 
be  undertaken.  There  remains  an  unexpended 
or  uncommitted  balance  of  only  $4,329.85  of 
your   earlier   appropriations. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  informs 
me  that  if  funds  are  not  provided  to  carry  on 
the  sewerage  works  construction  and  main- 
tenance, a  portion  of  the  pay  of  262  men  of 
the  Sewer  Division  will  be  immediately  af- 
fected, because  part  of  their  pay  is  provided 
from  the  Sewerage  Works  loan,  of  which,  as 
stated    above,   only   $4,329.85    remains. 

I  recommend  to  your  Honorable  Body  that 
a  loan  appropriation  totaling  $450,000  be 
approved,  and  I  respectfully  submit  herewith 
a  loan  order  providing  for  the  necessary  ap- 
propriation. I  therefore  recommend  immediate 
consideration  and  action  on  this  order  by  your 
Honorable    Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
section  1  of  chapter  178  of  the  Acts  of  1930 
and  section  5  of  chapter  224  of  the  Acts  of 
1936,  the  sum  of  $450,000  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  for  the  Construction  of  Sewerage  Works, 
and  that  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city  to  said  amount. 

Coun.  DOWD-JMr.  President,  if  the  state- 
ment contained  in  the  Mayor's  letter  of  only 
some  $4,000  in  the  treasury  to  pay  the  em- 
ployees of  the  sewerage  department  is  correct, 
it  would  be  apparent  to  me  that  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  has  been  very,  very 
dilatory  in  not  sending  this  appropriation 
down  to  us  before.  They  know,  in  that  de- 
partment, as  well  as  we  do,  that  a  loan  order 
of  this  type  is  usually  referred  to  a  committee 
and  then  it  requires  two  readings,  which 
will  take  at  least  one  month  before  passage 
of  the  order,  and  if  that  information  is  true, 
and  I  hope  it  is  not,  I  certainly  feel  that  this 
order  should  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee  for  the  time  being,  while  we  might 
give  them  a  small  portion  of  it  to  defray 
the  pay  roll  expenses  for  the  department,  for  a 
few  weeks.  I  move  you  to  refer  the  matter  to 
the    Executive    Committee. 

The  message  and  order  were  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 


BOARD   WALK,   FATHER   O'CONNOR 
CIRCLE. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  25,  1937. 
To    the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  letter 
from  the  Park  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  June  14  concerning  repair  of  board 
walk  leading  to  Father  O'Connor  Circle  in 
Ward    6. 

Very    truly    yours, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City   of   Boston, 
Park   Department.    June   23,    1937. 
Hon.   Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor  of   Boston. 
Dear  Mr.   Mayor. — I   have  your  memorandum 
of    June   21,    with    inclosure,    City    Council   order 
of    Juno    II.    relative   to    repair    nf    hoard    walk 
leading   to   Father   O'Connor   Circle   in  Ward   6. 
Please    be    informed    that    there    is    no    board 
walk     leading    to    the    Father    O'Connor    Circle. 
hut    there    is    a    granolithic    walk    which    is    in 
good  condition. 

Respectfully  yours, 

William   P.   Long,   Chairman. 
Placed    on    file. 


WIRE    FENCE,    CHARLESBANK    BEACH. 
The  following   was   received: 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  25,  1937. 
To    the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I     transmit     herewith     a     letter 
from    the   Park    Commissioner   relative   to   your 
order    ot    June    14    concerning    the   erection    of 
a    wire   fence   at    Charlesbank    Beach. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of   Boston. 
Park   Department,    June   23,    1937. 
Hon.   Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor  of   Boston. 
Dear  Sir. — I  have  your  memorandum  of  June 
21.   with   inclosure.   from   City  Council    that  the 
Park     Department     be     requested     to     provide 
funds  for  the  erection  of  a  wire  inclosed  fence, 
for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  wading  pool  for 
the   children   at    the   Charlesbank   Beach. 
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This  department  has  placed  two  lifeguards 
and  danger  barrels  at  this  wading  area,  which 
is  still  in  an  unsafe  condition  and  always  will 
be  until  the  riprap  and  grading  are  changed. 
The  department  has  no  funds  for  the  erection 
of  any  wire  inclosure,  nor  would  a  wire  en- 
closure  be  satisfactory. 

Respectfully  yours, 

William   P.   Long,   Chairman. 

Placed   on   file. 


CHANGING    CAR    RAILS    ON    BLUE 
HILL   AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received  : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   June   18,    1937. 
To   the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  relative  to  your  order  of 
May  3,  1937,  concerning  the  advisability  of 
changing  the  present  location  of  the  car  rails 
on  Blue  Hill  avenue  from  the  side  of  the  road- 
way to  the  center  of  the  roadiway. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Boston   Elevated   Railway, 

June   14,    1937. 
Mr.   John,  F.  Gilmore,  Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  order  of  the  City 
Council  of  June  3  relative  to  advisability  of 
changing  tracks  on  Blue  Hill  avenue  from 
the  side  to  the  center  of  the  roadway,  the 
trustees  directed  me  to  reply  that  a  study  was 
made  of  what  this  would  mean '  if  the  cost 
of  such  change  were  placed  upon  the  Elevated 
and  it  would  amount  to  $1112,000,  which  would 
be  directly  reflected  in  the  Elevated  deficit. 


The  Board  sincerely  hopes  that  this  addi- 
tional charge  will  not  be  considered  under 
present   conditions. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Edward  Dana, 
President  and-  General  Manager. 

Placed   on   file. 


EXTENSION  OF  BUS  LINE  TO   ASHMONT 
STATION. 

The  following  was  received  : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office    of   the    Mayor,    June    1G,    1937. 
To    the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  relative  to  your 
order  of  May  24,  1937,  concerning  the  exten- 
sion of  the  present  bus  line  which  now  runs 
from  Forest  Hills  Station  to  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
to  the  Ashmont  Station. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Boston    Elevated    Railway, 

June    14,    1937. 
Mr.   John  F.  Gilmore,  Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — The  trustees  at  their  meeting 
today  considered  the  resolution  with  regard 
to  extending  the  Forest  Hills-Blue  Hill  avenue 
bus  line  to  Ashmont  Terminal  and  directed 
me  to  advise  you  that  this  particular  line  was 
put  on  as  an  experimental  line  between  Forest 
Hills  and  Blue  Hill  avenue.  It  ran  at  such 
a  heavy  loss,  which  would  be  reflected  in  the 
deficit,  that  it  was  necessary  to  reduce  the 
service  and  it  now  operates,  when  traffic  need 
seems    to  exist,    as    follows : 


Leaving  Forest  Hills. 


Leaving  Morton  Street 
at  Blue  Hill  Avenue. 


Weekdays  between. 
Sundays  between. . . 


6.45    and    9.15    a.    m. 
2.15    and    6.45    p.    m. 

2.15    and    6.45    p.    m. 


6.55    and    9.25    a.    m. 
2.25    and    6.55    p.    m, 

2.25    and    6.55    p.    m. 


The  Board  does  not  deem  it  wise,  due  to  these 
facts,  to  consolidate  such  a  line  with  the  al- 
ready important  lines  feeding  the  Ashmont 
Terminal. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Edward  Dana, 
President    and    General   Manager. 
Placed   on    file. 


PARKING  IN  PRIVATE  ALLEYS. 

Ooun.  AGNEW  called  up  No.  9  on  the 
calendar,   past  assignment,   viz. : 

9.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
ought  not  to  pass,  on   the  following  ordinance: 

An    Ordinance   Concerning   Parking   in    Certain 

Private  Ways. 
Be   it  ordained  by  the  City   Council   of   Boston, 
as    follows : 

Chapter  thirty-nine  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1925  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting  after 
section   sixty-four  the  following: 

Section  64-A.  No  person  shall  at  any  time 
leave  any  vehicle  unattended  for  more  than 
twenty  minutes  within  the  limits  of  any 
private  way  or  alley  less  than  thirty  feet  in 
width  which  furnishes  means  of  access  for 
fire  apparatus  to  any  part  of  a  tenement 
house  or  apartment  house  as  defined  in  section 
two  of  chapter  145  of  the   General   Laws. 

The  ordinance  was  indefinitely  postponed,  on 
motion   of   Coun.    AGNEW. 


OUTSTANDING     TAXES,     VACANT    LAND, 
PLEASANT    HILL    AVENUE. 
The   following   was    received : 

City   of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  HI,   1937. 
To    the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  City  Collector  relative 
to  your  order  of  May  3,  1937,  concerning 
certain  specific  information  pertaining  to  any 
outstanding  taxes  covering  the  area  of  vacant 
land  bounded  !by  Pleasant  Hill  avenue,  Morton 
street,  Washington  street  and  Gallivan  Boule- 
vard   in    Dorchester. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City   of   Boston, 
Collecting   Department,    June   7,    1937. 
Mr.    John   Gilmore,    Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — Reference  is  made  to  an  order 
from  the  City  Council  wherein  is  requested 
information  about  parcels  of  land  bounded 
by  Pleasant  Hill  avenue.  Morton  street,  Wash- 
ington  street   and   Gallivan    Boulevard. 

This  information.  (1),  the  name  of  the 
owner  of  record  according  to  the  books  of  the 
Collecting  Department;  (2),  the  area  of  each 
parcel;  and  (3),  the  amount  of  unpaid  taxes, 
if  any,  on  each  parcel,  itemized  for  each  year 
down  to  and  including  the  year  1936  is  given 
in    the  all  ached   list. 

Yours    very    truly. 

John   F.  Doherty, 

City    Collector. 
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TRANSFER   FOR   TRAFFIC   DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   June  28,    19-37. 
To    the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Traffic  Commissioner 
requesting  the  transfer  of  $3,500  from  Avail- 
able Sources  to  purchase  paint  for  loading 
zones  and  respectfully  recommend  adoption  by 
your  Honorable  Body  of  the  accompanying 
order  transferring  the  above  sum  from  the 
Reserve    Fund. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City   of   Boston, 
Traffic    Commission,    June   18,    1937. 
Hon.   Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — Budget    Item    E-13,    for    General 
Plant    Materials,    is    the    item    from    which    all 
the    paint    for    this    department    is    purchased. 
I  requested   $8,400   in   the  budget  for   1937   and 
was   allowed   $3,800   in    this   item.     The   present 
unencumbered   balance    is   $296. 

One  item  of  expenditure  covering  the  pur- 
chase of  yellow  paint,  for  the  painting  of  so- 
called  loading  zones,  which  brings  an  annual 
revenue  to  the  city  of  approximately  $9,000, 
will  be  at  least  $1,000  between  now  and  the  end 
of    the   year. 

I  respectfully  request  that  $3,500  be  trans- 
ferred to  Budget  Item  E-113  from  Available 
Soiirces. 

Respectfully   yours, 
William   P.   Hickey,   Commissioner. 


Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and    hereby    is,    authorized    to    transfer : 

From  the  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund, 
$3,500,  to  the  appropriation  for  Boston  Traffic 
Commission,    E,    Materials,    $3,500. 

Referred   to   the   Executive   Committee. 


TRANSFERS,    DEPARTMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  following  was   received: 

City    of    Boston, 
Office    of    the    Mayor,    June    28,    1937. 
To    the   City   Council. 

Gemtlemen, — The  attached  requests  for  trans- 
fers within  departmental  appropriations  have 
been  examined  and  investigated  by  the  Budget 
Commissioner.  I  accordingly  recommend  adop- 
tion of  the  accompanying  orders  by  your 
Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Boston 
Port  Authority: 

From  the  appropriation  for  G,  Incidentals, 
$125,  to  the  appropriation  for  C,  Equipment, 
$125. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  City 
Council : 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
bervice,  Permanent  Employees,  Members  of 
City  Council,  22  at  $2,000  a  year  $200,  to  the 
appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service,  2 
Temporary    Employees,    $200. 

Ordered  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  dt  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
S?nw  t'an*fer  ">  th*  appropriations  for 
Public  Works  Department,  Sewer  Service: 


From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Serv- 
ice, 1,  Permanent  Employees,  Inspectors,  37 
at  $2,000  to  $2,200  a  year,  $1,000  ;  Engineers, 
Grade  IV,  7  (6)  at  $2,800  to  $3,300  a  year, 
$500;  Engineers,  Grade  III,  11  at  $2,500  to 
$2,700  a  year,  $500 ;  Working  Foremen,  2  at 
$2,200  a  year  and  $6  a  day,  $500,  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  A,  Personal  Service,  2,  Tempo- 
rary   Employees,    $2,500. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Suffolk    County    Court    House,    Custodian: 

From  the  appropriation  for  D,  Supplies, 
$10,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contrac- 
tual   Services,    $10,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Supreme   Judicial    Court : 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Clerks,  7 
(8)  at  $1,000  to  $1,800  a  year,  $165,  to  the 
appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service,  2, 
Temporary  Employees,  $90  ;  C,  Equipment,  $75. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Superior   Court,   Civil  Session,   Clerk's   Office : 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Clerks,  50 
at  $1,000  to  $1,800  a  year,  $1,190.88,  to  the 
appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service,  1, 
Permanent  Employees,  Clerks,  Senior,  19  (23) 
at  $1,700   to   $2,200  a  year,   $1,190.88. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Probate    Court: 

From  the  appropriation  for  D,  Supplies, 
$69.11,  to  the  appropriation  for  C,  Equipment. 
$69.11. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Municipal    Court,    Dorchester    District: 

From  the  appropriation  for  C,  Equipment, 
$25,  to  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,   $25. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Municipal    Court.     Brighton     District: 

From  the  appropriation  for  D,  Supplies, 
$100.    to    the   appropriation    for   C.    Equipment, 

Ordered.  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be.  and  hereby  is.  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Registry    of    Deeds  : 

From  the  appropriation  for  B.  Contractual 
Services,  $50,  to  the  appropriation  for  C 
Equipment,    $50. 

Ordered  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Penal  Institutions  Department,  Steamer  "Mi- 
chael  J.   Perkins": 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $700,  to  the  appropriation  for  D 
Supplies.    $200:    E,    Materials.    $500 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
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FIRE   STATION,    ORIENT   HEIGHTS. 
The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office   of    the   Mayor,    June    16,    1937. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  Fire  Commissioner  relative 
to  your  order  of  May  3,  1937,  concerning  the 
advisability  of  relocating  certain  fire  stations 
in  East  Boston  in  order  to  provide  for  a 
fire  station  in  the  Orient  Heights  section. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Fire    Department,    June    14,    1937. 
Hon.   Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  returning  herewith  the  fol- 
lowing order  which  'was  passed  by  the  City 
Council   on   May  3,   1937: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  relocating  certain 
fire  stations  in  East  Boston  in  order  to 
provide  for  a  fire  station  in  the  Orient  Heights 
section. 

In  City    Council  May    3,    1937.     Passed." 

For  several  years  this  department  has  had 
under  consideration  a  plan  for  relocating  the 
quarters  of  Engine  Company  11  and  Ladder 
Company  21,  now  at  Saratoga  and  Byron 
streets,  on  a  site  at  Orient  Heights  which 
would  make  it  more  centrally  located  in  the 
district  which   it  serves. 

There  was  never  any  definite  move  made  to 
effect  this  change  of  location  because  of  the 
cost  involved.  First,  it  would  be  necessary 
for  the  city  to  purchase  a  suitable  lot  of  land 
and  then  an  appropriation  of  approximately 
$130,000  would  have  to  be  made  in  order  to 
erect  a  modern  fire  station  to  provide  room 
for  three  companies,  viz.,  Engine  11,  Ladder 
21  and  an  additional  company,  should  one  be 
required    in  the   future. 

Yours    very    truly, 

Edward  F.  McLaughlin, 

Fire  Commissioner. 

Placed   on    file. 


W.   P.  A.  REDUCTIONS. 

The  following  was  received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office    of    the   Mayor,    June    28,    1937. 
To    the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  accordance  with  the  order 
adopted  by  your  Honorable  Body  on  June  14, 
1937,  relative  to  the  proposed  reduction  in 
W.  P.  A.  forces,  I  sent  the  following  tele- 
gram to  Senators  Walsh  and  Lodge  and  Con- 
gressman   McCormack  : 

"Boston  City  Council  suggests  calling  meet- 
ing of  Massachusetts  Senators  and  Congress- 
men to  consider  plans  to  prevent  proposed 
W.  P.  A-  City  and  State  reductions.  Request 
your  views  advisability  of  such  meeting  in 
Washington^." 

I  received  replies  from  Senator  Walsh  and 
Congressman  McCormack,  copies  of  which  I 
hand    you    herewith. 

Evidently  Senator  Walsh  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  Massachusetts  delegation  in  Congress 
has  already  done  all  that  could  be  done,  but 
if  the  Council  is  of  the  opinion  that  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Massachusetts  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  Washington  will  be  useful  I 
shall   be  glad   to  arrange   it. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Washington,   D.    C,   June   22,    1937. 
Hon.   Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 
Matter    of    preventing    proposed    W.    P.    A. 
City  and  'State    reductions   entirely   administra- 
tive   and    under    control    and    direction    of    Mr. 
Hopkins.     There    is    no    question    of    legislation 
or   legislative   policy   involved   nor   any  question 
of    'appropriation,    as    Congress    is    giving    the 
administration  every  dollar  requested.  Hopkins 


claims  he  is  making  reductions  uniformly 
throughout  various  states  and  cities  after 
careful  study  in  order  to  avoid  any  injustice 
being  done  one  state  or  city  as  against  an- 
other. Will  be  pleased  to  call  meeting  of 
Senators  and  Congressmen,  but  all  we  could 
do  would  be  to  appeal  to  Hopkins  to  treat  Mas- 
sachusetts fairly  and  we  have  already  done  that 
individually.  Will  be  glad  to  do  whatever 
you  suggest,  but  doubt  if  a  meeting  will  ac- 
complish any  more  than  individual  efforts 
already  made.  If  after  considering  these  facts 
City  Council  desires  a  meeting  will  be  happy 
to  call  and  arrange  it. 

David  I.   Walsh, 
United  States  Senate. 

Washington,  D.   C,  June  23,   1937. 
Hon.   Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor  of   Boston. 

Telegram  on  the  action  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  on  calling  meeting  of  Massachusetts 
Senators  and  Congressmen  to  consider  plans 
to  prevent  proposed  W.  P.  A.  City  and  State 
reductions  received.  Action  of  City  Council 
is  cooperative  and  very  helpful.  Speaking  for 
myself,  I  am  very  glad  to  meet  committee 
of  the  City  Council  in  such  a  meeting  and  at 
their  convenience.  However  I  have  and  will 
continue  to  do  everything  within  my  power  to 
stop  the  reduction  in  Boston  and  in  Massachu- 
setts and  if  the  reduction  is  put  through  to 
have  it  as  small  a  reduction  as  possible.  Await 
further  word  from  you  as  to  whether  meeting 
in  Washington  is  desired  at  which  representa- 
tives of  the  City  Government  will  appear. 

Congressman  John  W.  McCormack. 

Placed   on   file. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
were  referred   to  the  committees   named,   viz. : 

Claims. 

Allberti  Importing  and  Exporting  Company, 
Inc.,  for  compensation  for  damage  to  property 
at  57  and  59  Fulton  street,  caused  by  back- 
ing  up   of  sewage. 

Peter  Antonuccio,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to   oar   by   Sanitary   truck. 

Samuel   Black,  for  refund  on   refuse  tickets. 

Martin  Omar  Browne,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect 
at  333  Centre  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Margaret  Carey,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Winter 
street. 

Mary  E.  Carey,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Chandler 
street. 

Netty  G.  Cohen,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Washing- 
ton  and  Winter  streets. 

Elizabeth  Corbett,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Union 
Park  street. 

Mary  Cronin,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Mead  street, 
Charlestown. 

Augustine  F.  Crehan,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
execution    issued    against    him. 

Bernadette  F.  Dineen,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Beacon 
street  and  Massachusetts  avenue. 

Lemuel  P.  Doyle,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment   issued  against  him. 

Harry  Eastwood,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment   issued    against    him. 

Arthur  D.  Findlay,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Causeway    street. 

Angelo  Foppiano,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execu- 
tion    issued    against    him. 

I.  E.  Freeman,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to   car   by    city    truck. 

Mary  Gannon,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  10  Falkland  terrace,  caused  by 
collapse  of   water  tank. 

Fritz  G.  Hoffman,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  River 
street. 
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Tane      Hutchinson,      for      compensation      for 
damage  to  property   at   7   Miner  street,   caused 

^Ma^rT'  Kearney,     for     compensation     for 
in^SeauSed  by  an   alleged   defect   ,n   Hyde 

PajohnVH  ^Kelleher,   for   compensation   for   in- 

JUrMTrK^FbMiU^"for   compensation    for 
damage   to  car   caused  by   an   alleged   defect  at 
Richfield   street   and   Puritan  avenue. 
R  James     J.     Mulone      for     «°™P«^ondef^ 
damage   to    ear    caused    by    an    alleged    detect 

injohnMu£h£  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused    by    an    alleged    defect    at    109    Cornell 

street,  Roslindale.  . . 

Russell  Novello,  for  compensation  for  m- 
jurto  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  >n  Causeway 

StGui'seppe  Prestandrea,  for  refund  on  pedler's 

'^Arthur   L.   Pumphret,   to  be   reimbursed   for 
execution     issued     against     him. 

Arthur  L.  Pumphret,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
execution     issued     against     him. 

Mildred  K.  Bears,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect 
at    50    Richfield    street.  . 

Kalil  Solomon,  for  refund  on  open  air  park- 
ing   space    license. 

Joseph  A.  Sprissler,  for  compensation  for 
damage   to    truck   by   city    truck. 

Elizabeth  Swan,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  128 
Tremont  street.  ■.■_*__ 

Beatrice  W.  Teece,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Logan 
square    Hyde   Park. 

Mrs.  Harold  G.  Thurston,  for  compensation 
for  injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  C 
and     West     Seventh     streets. 

Thomas  N.  Trainor,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
expenses    incurred    in    relaying    drains. 

Margaret  E.  McCullough,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  94  Linden  Park 
street,   caused   by   backing   up   of   sewage. 

Henry  O.  Cutter,  agent  for  L.  E.  Waterman 
Company,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  44  School  street  caused  by  leak 
in   water  pipe. 

Richard  Meehan,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  26  Pleasant  Hill  ave- 
nue,  caused  by   blasting. 

Helen  Sandler,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  car  in  which  she  was  riding  be- 
ing struck  by   city  car.   . 

Executive. 
Theresa    McKenna,    to    be    retired    from    the 
Hospital  Department  under  the  Laborers'   Pen- 
sion  Act. 

(Bertha  C.  Gottschalk,  to  be  paid  an  annuity 
on  account  of  the  death  of  her  husband,  late 
a  member  of  the  Police  Department. 


CONSTABLES'  BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  the  following-named  constables, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treas- 
urer,  were   received   and   approved,   viz. : 

Francis  W.  Gildea,  John  Leventhal,  Philip 
E.  Lieberman,  Abraham  S.  Singer,  Leon 
Small. 


JURY   LIST. 
The   following   was   received: 

City   of    Boston, 
City  Clerk  Department,  June  28,   1937. 
Gentlemen, — You  are  hereby  notified  that  the 
list  of  inhabitants   qualified  to  serve  as   jurors, 
prepared    by    the    Election    Commissioners    and 
printed    in    City    Document    No.    57,    was    this 
day  filed  with  me.     It  contains   10,848   names. 
Respectfully, 
W.  J.  Doyle,   City  Clerk. 
Placed   on   file. 

In  connection  with  the  communication,  Coun. 
TOBIN  offered  the  following: 


Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  hereby 
directed  to  cause  the  names  on  the  Jury  List 
(City  Document  No.  57)  transmitted  to  him 
bv  the  Election  Commissioners,  to  be  written 
each  on  a  separate  ballot  and  said  ballots 
to  be  properly  folded  and  placed  m  the  box 
provided   for   the   purpose.  _ 

Passed   under   a   suspension   of    the   rules. 


MILITIA  ENROLLMENT. 

The  following  was  received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Assessing  Department,  June  22,  1937. 
Wilfred  J.   Doyle,   Esq., 
City  Clerk. 
Dear    Sir, — At    a    meeting    of    the    Board    ot 
Assessors,  held  today,  the  following  action  was 

Voted,  To  certify  to  the  City  Clerk,  under 
General  Laws,  chapter  33,  section  6,  that 
the  number  of  persons  in  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton liable  to  enrollment  in  the  militia  in  1937, 
is    found    to   be   142,131. 

Respectfully, 

Board  of  Assessors, 
by   Edward  T.   Kelly,   Chairman. 

Placed    on    file. 


DIVISION    ENGINEER,    HIGHWAY 
DIVISION. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  appointment,  on 
June  25,  1937,  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  of  William  T.  Morrissey,  to  be  Division 
Engineer  of   the   Highway   Division. 

Placed   on    file. 


TUNNEL,  BOSTON  DISPENSARY. 

A  copy  of  the  order  of  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners granting  permission  to  the  Boston 
Dispensary  to  construct  a  tunnel  under  Ben- 
net  street  was  received  and  placed  on  file. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommend- 
ing  the   passage   of   the   following : 

Ordered.  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  115  of  the  General  Laws,  and  acts  in 
amendment  thereof  or  in  addition  thereto,  the 
amounts  set  forth  in  the  list  of  allowances 
hereto  annexed,  for  the  month  of  June,  of  aid 
to  soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  re- 
siding- in  the  City  of  Boston  or  having  a 
settlement  therein,  be  hereby  approved  and 
paid  until  otherwise  ordered,  unless  the  person 
named  shall  previously  become  ineligible  to 
receive  such   aid. 

Report    accepted ;    order    passed. 


LOAN  FOR  RECONSTRUCTION  OF 
STREETS. 

Coun.  DOWD,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  a  report  on  the  message  and  orders 
(referred  May  24)  for  a  loan  of  $870,000  for 
reconstruction  of  streets — that  the  orders  ought 
not   to   pass,   without   prejudice. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted, 
and  the  question  came  on  the  rejection  of  the 
orders. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  may  I  say  for 
the  benefit  of  the  members  of  the  Council 
that  the  members  of  the  committee,  while  not 
wholly  against  this  loan  order,  feel  that  we 
must  have  more  definite  information  from 
the  P.  W.  A.  authorities  before  we  authorize 
the  City  of  Boston  to  borrow  $870,000.  We 
have  held  three  meetings  and  to  date  we  have 
not  been  able  to  satisfy  ourselves  what  the 
P.  W.  A.  authorities  are  going  to  do  for  us 
on  this  loan  order  and  for  that  reason  we  are 
recommending    "Ought    not    to    pass"    without 
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prejudice  and  at  the  same  time  we  are 
submitting  one  of  our  own  orders  for  the 
same  purpose,  which  will  give  us  all  the  time 
necessary. 

The  orders   were  rejected. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  section  2,  Part  .1,  of  chapter  366  of 
the  Acts  of  1933,  and  acts  in  amendment 
thereof  or  in  addition  thereto,  the  City  of 
Boston  shall  engage  in  the  following  Public 
Works  Project :  Reconstruction  of  Streets, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand   dollars    ($850,000). 

fOlrdered,  Thau  mnder  the  (provisions  lc-f 
chapter  366  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  and  acts  in 
amendment  thereof  or  in  addition  thereto,  the 
sum  of  eight  hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars 
($-850,000)  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  for  the  Recon- 
struction of  Streets,  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request 
of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebt- 
edness of   the  city   to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


CONFIRMATION    OF    APPOINTMENTS. 

Coun.  AGNEW  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  Nos.  2,  '3  and  4  on  the  calendar, 
viz. : 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  June  7,  1937,  of  Constables  -  au- 
thorized to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing 
bonds,    as  follows  : 

Clarence  L.  Baker,  Howard  E.  Giroux, 
Oscar  G.  Ridlon,  Jeremiah  J.  Flynn,  Lewis 
Gilbert,  Michael   J.    Clifford. 

3.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  June  18,  19*37,  of  Constables  con- 
nected -with  official  positions,  to  serve  with- 
out bonds,  viz.  :  William  Hough,  Leo  T.  Mc- 
Neil,  Edward  J.   Mulligan. 

4.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  June  18,  1937,  of  Fielding  Hensbee, 
to  be  a  Weigher  of  Goods ;  and  Frederick  A. 
Bigwood,   to  be  a   Weigher  of  Beef. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation,  and  the 
President  appointed  Coun.  Agnew  and  Selvi- 
tella  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count 
ballots. 

Coun.  SHATT'UCK— Before  going  along  and 
taking  up  Item  3,  I  would  like  to  know  how 
many  constables,  paid  by  the  city,  we  now 
have,    and    what   they    are   doing. 

The  PRESIDENT— It  is  pretty  hard  to 
answer   that   question. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK-^Mr.  President,  it  seems 
that  we  must  have  our  score  to  date.  We 
are  planning  to  add  several  more  and  we 
must  have  discovered  how  many  we  already 
have  and   what  the   need  of  more  was. 

The.  PRESIDENT— Well,  of  course,  confirm- 
ing these  names  does  not  mean  that  they  are 
going  to  work,  Mr.  Shattuck.  I  understand 
fourteen  of  them  have  never  been  placed  upon 
the  pay  roll  at  all.  Confirmation  does  not 
start  them  on  the  pay  roll. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Does  not  the  chairman 
of  that  committee  know  how  many  have  been 
approved    to   date?' 

The  PRESIDENT— Can  you  furnish  that 
information ;  how  many  have  been  confirmed 
for   pay  as  Boston  constables? 

Coun.  AGNEW — I  have  not  the  exact  num- 
ber. They  have  come  in  off  and  on.  I  have 
never   kept   a   strict   record   of   them. 

The  appointments  were  confirmed,  yes  16, 
no  1. 


LOAN    FOR   DEFICITS. 

The  President  called  up  No.  5  on  the  calen- 
dar, under  unfinished  business,  viz.: 

5.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  49  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  as  most 
recently   amended  by  chapter   281   of    the   Acts 


of  1936,  the  sum  of  $1,300,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated  for  the  purpose 
of  meeting  deficits  occasioned  by  the  grant- 
ing of  abatements  on  account  of  taxes  assessed 
in  1932  and  1933  in  excess  oif  the  overlay  in- 
cluded in  the  tax  levies  of  these  years,  and 
that  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  to  issue  to  the 
Commonwealth  notes  of  the  city  to  said  amount, 
said  notes  to  be  issued  outside  the  limit  of 
indebtedness. 

On  June  7,  1937,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  16,  nays  3. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  again 
passed,    yeas    17,    nays — Coun.    Shattuck — 1. 


LOAN    FOR   AIRPORT. 

The  President  called  up  No.  6  on  the  cal- 
endar,   under    unfinished   business,    viz. : 

<G.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  160  of  the  Acts  of  1937  the  sum  of 
$220,000  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to 
be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park 
Commissioners,  for  Airport  Improvements,  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  with  the  consent  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  . 
or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount,  the  same  to  be  outside  the 
statutory  limit  of  indebtedness. 

On  June  7,  1937,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  2. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and 
again  passed,  yeas  17,  nays — Coun.  Shattuck 
— 1. 


SALE   OF  TAX  TITLE   PROPERTY. 

The  President  called  up  No.  7  on  the  calen- 
dar,  under   unfinished  business,    viz. : 

7.  Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a 
decree  of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry 
District,  dated  November  21,  1935,  foreclosed 
a  right  of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed  filed 
in  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
with  Certificate  of  Title  No.  20449,  to  about 
5,485  square  feet  of  land  'with  the  building 
thereon,  situate  on  the  northeasterly  side  of 
Old  Colony  avenue,  South  Boston,  as  is  more 
fully  described  in  said  tax  deed,  the  said  tax 
deed  being  Document  No.  107526  ;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said 
premises  has  been  made  by  Thomas  H.  Greene 
in  the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
($650)  ;   now,    therefore,   it   is   hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's 
right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land 
with  the  building  thereon  at  public  auction 
at  a  minimum  price  of  six  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars    ($650)  ;   and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, to  the  purchaser  of  said  parcel  of  land 
with  the  building  thereon,  a  written  instru- 
ment, satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  De- 
partment of  the  City  of  Boston,  conveying  all 
right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City  of  Bos- 
ton in  said  premises  upon  the  payment  to 
it   of   the  sum  bid   therefor  at  said   auction. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  June  12,  1936,  foreclosed  a  right  of 
redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5292,  page  169,  to  the 
land  and  buildings  located  on  the  southwest 
side  of  Flagg  street  in  Boston  and  being 
numbered  11  and  11A  Flagg  street  and  more 
fully   described    in   said   tax   deed ;   and 

Whereas.  An  offer  to  purchase  said  land 
and  buildings  has  been  made  by  Forrest 
killam,  agent  for  the  trustees  of  the  estate 
of  John  Brewster,  in  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  ($450)  ;  now,  therefore,  it  is 
hereby 
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Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all 
the  city's  right,  title  and  interest  in  the  said 
land  and  buildings  at  public  auction  at  a 
minimum  price  of  four  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars   ($450)  ;  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  the  purchaser  of  said  parcel  of  land  with 
the  buildings  thereon  a  written  instrument, 
satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  Department 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  conveying  all  right, 
title  and  interest  of  said  City  of  Boston  in 
said  land  and  buildings  upon  the  payment  to 
it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said  auction. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  August  31,  1936,  foreclosed  the  right  of 
redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5364,  page  346,  to  the 
land  and  buildings  located  on  the  southwest- 
erly side  of  Hanover  street  in  Boston  and 
numbered  430  and  430  rear  in  the  present 
numbering  of  said  street,  as  are  more  fully 
described   in   said   tax   deed ;   and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  land 
and  buildings  has  been  made  by  Mary  Consolo, 
former  owner  of  the  said  land  and  buildings,  in 
the  sum  of  four  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  dollars  and  forty  cents  $4,888.40)  ; 
now,   therefore,    it   is   hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston,  be.  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the 
city's  right,  title  and  interest  in  the  above 
mentioned  land  and  buildings  for  the  sum  of 
four  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
dollars  and  forty  cents  ($4,888.40)  to  Mary 
Consolo  ;  and   it   is   hereby   further 

Ordered,  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be.  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  the  said  Mary  Consolo  a  written  instrument, 
satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  Department 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  conveying  all  right, 
title  and  interest  of  said  City  of  Boston  in 
said  premises  to  said  Mary  Consolo  upon  the 
payment  by  her  of  said  sum  of  four  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  and 
forty   cents    ($4,888.40). 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  January  20,  1936,  foreclosed  the  right 
of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5218,  page  371,  to  the 
land  and  building  situated  on  the  southwest- 
erly side  of  Dana  avenue,  in  that  part  of 
Boston  called  Hyde  Park,  as  are  more  fully 
described  in   said   tax  deed  ;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  land 
and  building  has  been  made  by  Mr.  Roger  D. 
Swain  in  behalf  of  Edward  F.  Fleming.  Jr., 
in  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  forty-two 
dollars    ($742)  ;    now,   therefore,   it   is   hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston,  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all 
the  city's  right,  title  and  interest  in  the  said 
land  and  building  at  public  auction  at  a  mini- 
mum price  of  seven  hundred  and  forty-two 
dollars    ($742)  ;  and   it   is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be.  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston 
to  the  purchaser  of  said  land  and  building 
a  written  instrument  satisfactory  in  form  to 
the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said 
City  of  Boston  in  said  land  and  building  upon 
the  payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor 
at  said   auction. 


Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  November  14,  1936,  foreclosed  the  right 
of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5439,  page  144,  to  a  parcel 
of  land  situate  on  the  westerly  side  of  Ward 
street.  South  Boston,  being  No.  47  in  the 
present  numbering  of  said  Ward  street,  as  is 
more  fully  described   in  said  tax  deed  ;   and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Mr.  John  R.  McVey,  at- 
torney, in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars  ($125)  ;  now,  therefore,  it  is 
hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston,  be  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  -with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all 
the  city's  right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel 
of  land  at  public  auction  at  a  minimum  price 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  ($125)  : 
and   it  is   hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  the  purchaser  of  said  parcel  of  land  a 
written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form  to 
the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said 
City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  pay- 
ment to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said 
auction. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  June  15.  1936,  foreclosed  a  right  of  re- 
demption under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5216,  page  593,  to  the  land 
and  buildings  situate  on  the  southeasterly  side 
of  Bowdoin  street,  Dorchester,  as  are  more 
fully  described    in   said  tax   deed  ;   and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Mr.  William  L.  Shea  in 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars    ($1,450)  ;    now,    therefore,    it   is   hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston,  be  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all 
the  city's  right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel 
of  land  with  the  buildings  thereon  at  public 
auction  at  a  minimum  price  of  $1,450  ;  and  it 
is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  the  purchaser  of  said  parcel  of  land  a 
written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form  to 
the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said 
city  in  said  premises  upon  the  payment  to 
it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said  auction. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  September  23.  1936,  foreclosed  the  right 
of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5437,  page  303,  to  certain 
premises  situated  on  the  westerly  side  of  D 
street,  South  Boston,  and  more  fully  described 
in    said    tax   deed :    and 

Whereas.  An  offer  to  purchase  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Mr.  George  E.  Kittredge  in 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  seventy  dollars 
($470)  ;   now.   therefore,   it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all 
the  city's  right,  title  and  interest  in  the  above 
mentioned  parcel  of  land  at  public  auction  at 
a  minimum  price  of  four  hundred  and  seventy 
dollars    ($470)  ;  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered.  That  the  said  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of  said  land  a 
written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form  to 
the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying   all   right,    title  and   interest   of  said 
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City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  pay- 
ment to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said 
pulMic   auction. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  December  3,  11934,  foreclosed  a  right  of 
redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5292,  page  73,  to  about 
8,565  square  feet  of  land  situate  on  the  easterly 
side  of  Norfolk  avenue  in  that  part  of  Bos- 
ton called  Roxbury,  as  more  fully  described  in 
said  tax  deed  ;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Mr.  A.  Lincoln  Mekelburg  in 
behalf  of  his  client,  Isaac  Millen,  in  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars ;  now,  therefore,  it 
is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all 
the  city's  right,  title  and  interest  in  said 
parcel  of  land  at  public  auction  at  a  minimum 
price  of  one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000)  ;  and 
it   is    hereby    further 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lie  Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  the  purchaser  of  said  parcel  of  land  a 
written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form  to 
the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said 
City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the 
payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said 
auction. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  September  28,  1936,  foreclosed  the  right 
of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5364,  page  301,  to  the 
land  and  buildings  thereon  situated  on  the 
southerly  side  of  Swallow  street,  Boston,  as 
is    more  fully   described    in   said   tax   deed ;   and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  premises 
has  been  made  Iby  Armenag  Dregian  in  the 
sum  of  six  hundred  dollars  ($600)  ;  now, 
'therefore,    it   is   hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all 
the  city's  right,  title  and  interest  in  said 
parcel  of  land  with  the  buildings  thereon  at 
public  auction  at  a  minimum  price  of  six 
hundred  dollars   ($600)  ;  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  the  purchaser  of  said  parcel  of  land  and 
(buildings,  a  written  instrument,  satisfactory 
in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest 
of  said  City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon 
the  payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at 
said   auction. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  June  26,  1935,  foreclosed  the  right  of 
redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5365,  page  172,  to  the 
parcel  of  land  located  on  the  northwesterly 
side  of  Washburn  avenue,  now  Barnes  ave- 
nue, East  Boston,  as  is  more  fully  described 
in   said   tax   deed  ;   and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  land 
has  been  made  by  Maurice  B.  Holsberg  for 
his  client,  Emma  Goldinger,  in  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars  and  thirty- 
five  cents  ($256.35)  ;  now,  therefore,  it  is 
hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all 
the  city's  right,  title  and  interest  in  the  above 
mentioned    land    for    the    sum   of    two    hundred 


and  fifty-six  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents 
($256.35)  to  Emma  Goldinger;  and  it  is  hereby 
further 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and 
deliver,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  to  said  Emma  Goldinger  a  written 
instrument,  satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  conveying 
all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City  of 
Boston  in  said  premises  to  said  Emma  Gol- 
dinger upon  the  payment  by  her  of  said  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars  and  thirty- 
five  cents    ($256.35). 

On  June  7,  1937,  the  foregoing  orders  were 
read  once  and  passed,   yeas  16,  nays   2. 

The  PRESIDENT— The  question  now  comes 
on  the  passage  of  No.7,  and  the  clerk  will  call 
the  roll.  The  clerk  proceeded  with  the  roll 
call   and   two   members   voted. 

Coun.  McGRATH^Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
have  that  sent  to  the  Executive  Committee  to 
find   out  what  the  hurry  is. 

The  PRESIDENT— It  is  already  being  voted 
upon.  This  is  the  second  reading.  Will  some- 
body explain  this  matter  to  Councilor  Mc- 
Grath,  so  that  we  can  get  rid  of  it?  The 
clerk  will  continue  with  the  roll  call. 

Coun.  GEORGE  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  Councilor  Mc- 
Grath  moved  reference  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

The  PRESIDENT— No  motion  was  made. 

Coun.  GEORGE  MURRAY— Then  I  will 
make  that   motion. 

The  PRESIDENT— It  is  too  late.  It  has 
gone  to  a  vote. 

The  orders  failed  of  passage,  a  two-thirds 
vote  being  required,  yeas  13,  nays — Coun. 
Murray — 1. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN — Mr.  President,  I  move 
reconsideration   of   that   vote. 

Coun.  GEORGE  MURRAY— I  now  move  that 
it  be  sent  to   the   Executive   Committee. 

The  PRESIDENT— The  first  question  comes 
on  reconsideration.  The  motion  to  reconsider 
was  carried  and  the  orders  were  referred  to 
the  Executive  Committee. 

Later  in  the  session,  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee submitted  a  report  that  the  orders  ought 
to   pass. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted, 
and  the  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
orders. 

Coun.  GEORGE  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
in  view  of  what  has  transpired  at  the  Executive 
Committee  meeting,  I  am  personally  of  the 
opinion  that  the  Council,  before  they  accept 
the  statement  of  the  Public  Buildings  Com- 
missioner in  reporting  to  the  committee,  have 
first  a  committee  to  go  physically  upon  the 
land  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  price 
submitted  is,  in  fact,  a  reasonable  one.  I  am 
going  to  vote  against  this  order  for  this  reason. 
I  feel  that  there  has  been  no  proper  examina- 
tion by  the  Council. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  with  refer- 
ence to  these  ten  parcels,  I  might  state  for 
the  record  that  the  vote  was  previously  17  to 
2,  and  my  name  was  erroneously  recorded 
against  it  before,  but  I  intend  to  vote  for 
this  today  as  I  did  on  June  7.  We  have 
leveled  quite  a  bit  of  criticism  toward  the  De- 
partment off  Public  Buildings,  and  I  feel  quite 
sure  about  it.  I  intend  to  have  more  detailed 
figures  at  a  later  date;  but  at  the  present 
time  I  understand  there  are  some  1,400  parcels 
that  have  been  put  through  the  Land  Court 
of  which  only  two  have  been' sold  to  date.  We 
have  before  us  ten  parcels.  The  committee 
took  those  ten  parcels  and  made  a  comparison, 
nrst,  of  the  offers  made,  and  second,  the 
amount  of  money  the  city  actually  had  in 
these  unpaid  tax  parcels,  the  interest  and  cost. 
All  of  the  offers  made,  which  is  the  figure 
to  take  on  the  upset  price,  are  approximately 
the  amount  that  the  city  is  stuck,  and  as 
I  understand  it.  all  of  the  orders  reported 
by  the  committee  called  for  an  auction  sale 
with  an  upset  price,  and  I,  for  one.  who  have 
criticized  the  Public  Buildings  Commission  at 
great     length,     and     who    believe     that     1  400 
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parcels  should  have  moved  a  lot  faster  than 
they  have,  am  in  favor  of  passing  these  orders 
to  give  them  free  sale  and  at  least  take  ten 
parcels  out  of  the  1,400  that  should  be  in 
here. 

Coun.  MELiLEN — Mr.  President,  as  long  as 
the  phrase  "free  sale"  has  been  used,  I  wonder 
just  who  has  the  free  sale  on  this  particular 
thing  and  I  think  Councilor  Murray  put  his 
finger  on  the  thing  when  he  said  a  physical 
inspection  should  be  made  of  them  before  the 
Council  passes  on  them,  in  good  faith.  I_  make 
no  criticism  of  the  committee  for  bringing 
this  out,  but  purely  as  a  practical,  business 
proposition,  that  we  know  what  its  purchase 
price  is  and  who  is  interested  in  this  and 
why,  and  consequently,  I  shall  vote  against 
the   orders. 

The  orders  were  read  a  second  time  and 
again  passed,  yeas  16,  nays — <Coun.  Mellen, 
George  A.   Murray  and  Tobin — 3. 


W.    P.    A.    LAY-OFFS. 

Coun.  DO  WD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  request  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  to  request  the  proper  au- 
thorities that  when  lay-offs  are  to  be  had  on 
the  W.  P.  A.,  that  American  citizens  be  given 
preference  over  aliens. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  request  the  two  United  States 
Senators  and  the  Congressmen  from  Massa- 
chusetts to  advise  us  why  Massachusetts  is 
being  discriminated  against  in  the  matter  of 
W.    P.   A.   lay-offs. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
orders. 

\Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  we  from 
Massachusetts  have  elected  two  United  States 
Senators  and  1  assume  that  they  are  down  in 
Washington  now  trying  to  take  care  of  the 
wants  and  demands  Of  the  people  that  they 
were  elected  to  serve,  and  I  feel,  perhaps, 
that  they  have  done  whatever  they  possibly 
could  on  this  W.  P.  A.  lay-off,  but  to  my 
mind  they  have  not  done  enough.  This  lay-off, 
which  affects  6,000  men  and  women  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  is  a  serious  situation.  It  is 
not  serious  with  them  because  they  are  down 
in  Washington  living  on  the  fat  of  the  land 
and  having  everything  they  desire  and  they 
do  not  know  the  want  or  the  sufferings  of  these 
poor  individuals  that  have  been  laid  off  the 
W.  P.  A.  I  say  that  Massachusetts  has  been 
unjustly  discriminated  against  and  that  if  the 
records  are  correct — and  I  know  that  they  are 
correct — New  York  State  has  five  times  as 
many  individuals  employed  on  the  W.  P.  A. 
as  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  There  are 
over  '650,000  persons  there  employed  on  the 
W.  P.  A.,  while  in  Massachusetts  there  are 
slightly  over  100,000  persons  employed  on  the 
W.  P.  A. ;  and  yet  we  find,  in  this  lay-off, 
we  find  that  on  this  lay-off,  from  the  figures 
that  we  have  received,  that  in  New  York  State 
only  2-1,000  individuals  are  to  be  laid  off  and 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  20,000  individuals 
are  to  be  laid  off.  Is  that  a  fair  comparison  ? 
I  do  not  think  it  is.  What  has  Massachusetts 
done  that  we  should  be  discriminated  against 
in  this  manner?  Some  three  weeks  ago  in 
this  Council  I  introduced  the  first  order,  when 
the  rumor  of  a  lay-off  was  coming.  We  have 
not  heard  anything  from  Washington.  We 
have  not  heard  what  the  Mayor  of  Boston  is 
going  to  do  in  this  thing.  I  say  that  something 
has  got  to  be  done  and  that  something  should 
be  done.  We  find  that  the  two  United  States 
Senators  from  Massachusetts,  they  are  mak- 
ing plans  to  go  ahead  and  have  a  few  talks 
on  poultry.  They  are  going  to  protect  the 
poultry  of  Massachusetts  while  the  individuals 
in  this  state  starve.  I  say  to  the  Mayor  of 
Boston,  and  I  say  to  the  W.  P.  A.  authorities, 
that  they  can  go  into  any  project  in  this  city, 
and  I  cited  some  cases  three  weeks  ago,  and 
not  one  official  dared  to  question  anything 
that  I  have  said.  I  dare  them  now  to  go  out 
to    the    sewing    section    in    Hyde    Park,    or    to 


the  sewing  section  on  Bird  street  or  to  any 
sewing  section  in  the  City  of  Boston,  where, 
in  the  last  two  weeks,  we  have  had  American 
women  laid  off,  widows  with  children,  while 
aliens,  not  even  able  to  sign  their  names  but 
who  have  to  put  a  cross  against  their  names, 
they  are  retained  while  the  laboring  men  and 
women  of  Boston  are  being  fired.  I  repeat 
that  on  the  floor  of  the  Council,  that  those 
on  W.  P.  A.  today  are  those  who  should  never 
have  been  on  it  at  all.  They  are  mostly 
people  who  are  making  a  substantial  living 
and  they  are  only  on  the  W.  P.  A.  because  of 
the  fact  that  they  know  somebody  in  public 
life  that  they  are  able  to  reach  and  keep 
them  on  the  pay  roll.  The  W.  P.  A.,  to  my 
mind,  was  created  for  the  men  and  women 
and  the  children  that  needed  the  work,  and  not 
for  these  individuals  that  can  ride  to  and 
from  their  palatial  homes  and  their  W.  P.  A. 
jobs.  Oh,  I  could  go  on  and  enumerate  case 
after  case.  Just  let  me  read  one  heart-wring- 
ing  letter   that  I   received.    (Reads.) 

"My  dear  Mr.  Dowd, — I  have  been  working 
on  the  W.  P.  A.  for  two  years.  I  am  a 
mother  with  five  children,  aged  fourteen,  eleven, 
seven,  six  and  five,  I  was  just  getting  by  on 
what  I  was  getting.  I  got  a  transfer  from 
Roslindale  so  that  I  could  save  my  carfares. 
My  youngest  child  is  in  a  rundown  condition 
and  needs  nourishment,  and  I  cannot  give  it," 
And  these  men  and  these  women  that  are 
in  charge  of  the  W.  P.  A.  have  not  raised 
one  hand-;  in  other  words,  if  I  am  on  the 
project  with  John  Jones,  and  I  do  not  like 
him,  but  he  is  seconded  by  the  man  work- 
ing next  to  him,  and  he  is  not  a  citizen  and 
he  does  not  intend  to  become  a  citizen,  I  am 
laid  off,  but  he  is  kept.  I  say  to  you,  Mr. 
President  and  members  of  this  Council,  that  it 
is  a  damnable  situation  for  people  who  have 
been  born  in  Boston  and  raised  as  American 
citizens  and  given  our  allegiance  to  the  best 
flag  in  the  entire  world  to  be  supplanted  by 
aliens  on  Government  jobs.  I  wonder  how 
long  the  men  we  sent  to  Washington  are  going 
to  be  quiet  on  this  situation.  We  have  not 
heard  a  word  from  them  since  this  has  been 
started.  The  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  are  the  only  body  that  has  the  courage 
to  go  on  record  against  this  damnable  outrage; 
but  after  all,  (what  can  we  do  ?  You  know 
us  well  as  I  do,  that  those  in  charge  of  the 
W.  P.  A.  at  least  think  no  more  of  us  than 
they  do  of  somebody  lying  in  the  gutter.  We 
get  no  better  treatment  from  them  than  such 
a  man.  If  we  call  up  or  send  somebody  down 
there  the  letter  is  torn  up  there  and  they  are 
told  that  they  do  not  care  for  Councilor  So- 
and-So  and  the  Councilor  So-and-So.  Well, 
who  is  responsible  for  this?  Who  is 
going  to  stand  up  in  their  shoes  and 
defend  the  right,  for  the  protection  of  our 
American  citizens?  Oh,  I  wonder  who  will 
do  it?  Here  is  a  young  chap  of  nineteen 
years  of.  age  working  for  $13.75  on  a  job 
in  Massachusetts.  His  father  is  an  invalid  and 
this  boy  of  nineteen  years  of  age  was  working 
and  was  the  sole  support  of  the  family  and 
he  was  fired  from  a  laborer's  position,  and 
when  he  goes  on  the  Welfare,  they  will  have 
to  give  him  $15  a  week.  Is  that  common 
sense?  Is  that  running  the  government  of 
our  country  the  way  it  should  be  run  ?  Here  is 
another  girl  with  three  children,  a  widow,  and 
she  is  getting  $13.75  a  week.  Here  is  a  man 
with  seven  children  fired.  Here  is  a  woman 
with  three  children,  a  widow,  fired.  Here  is 
a  man  with  eight  children  fired.  Here  is  a 
man  with  three  children  fired.  Here  is  a 
widow  with  four  children  fired.  I  say  it  is 
all  wrong.  I  say  to  "the  Mayor,  I  say  to  our 
Congressmen  and  I  say  to  our  United  States 
Senators,  that  it  is  about  time  they  got  on 
the  job.  Is  there  any  member  of  this  body 
that  will  dispute  me  when  I  say  that  American 
citizens  must  be  given  the  first  preference? 
Is  there  anybody  here  who  will  say  that,  if 
anybody  has  got  to  be  fed  in  this  land  of  ours, 
that  it  is  the  Americans  that  should  be  fed 
first  ?  If  there  is  anyone  to  be  discriminated 
against,  and  God  knows  I  hoped  there  would 
not  be,  but  in  the  last  few  days  we  have  seen 
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thousands  and  thousands  thrown  jobless  out 
of  the  W.  P.  A.  I  see  no  logical  reason  why 
Massachusetts  should  have  to  suffer  the  way 
she  has.  We  have  not  received  our  fair  share 
of  the  public  or  the  W.  P.  A.  money,  at  least 
since  this  money  started  to  come  from  the 
Government  Treasury.  Every  time  I  ask  them 
why  it  is  taken  out  of  Massachusetts.  I 
gave  you  the  figures  for  Massachusetts  and 
New  York  where  they  have  over  five  times 
the  number  of  people  work  for  the  W.  P.  A. 
and  they  have  lost  less.  21,000  laid  off  there 
and  in  Massachusetts  '20,000  laid  off.  There 
is  not  one  sound,  logical  reason  why  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  or  why  the  Public  Works 
Administrator  of  Massachusetts,  and  particu- 
larly why  Mr.  McBonough,  the  W.  P.  A.  head 
in  the  state,  can  tell  you  or  can  tell  me,  that 
as  between  aliens  and  American  citizens,  that 
the  aliens  should  not  be  fired,  if  anybody  has 
to  be  fired,  and  the  Americans  retained, 
especially  when  they  have  dependents.  Again 
I  reiterate,  it  is  a  damnable  outrage  and  it  is 
about  time  that  the  men  in  public  life,  getting 
high  salaries,  living  in  the  best  of  hotels  and 
living  on  the  fat  of  the  land,  should  do  some- 
thing for  'these  people.  Oh,  they  forget,  they 
forget  back  here  in  Boston,  the  thousands  of 
people  that  made  it  possible  for  them  to  go 
to- Washington,  or  to  obtain  the  high  positions 
they  have  in  life.  They  soon  forget  us,  but  I 
say  to  them  that  the  day  of  reckoning  always 
comes,  and  it  is  about  time  that  the  Mayor  and 
the  rest  of  them  got  on  the  job  in  an  effort 
to  stop  this  damnable  outrage  perpetrated  upon 
our  people. 

iCoun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  with 
the  permission  of  the  maker  of  that  motion, 
I  would  like  to  add  the  amendment  to  include 
the  Congressmen  from  our  district  along  with 
the   Senators   from   Massachusetts. 

The  PRESIDENT — They  are  too  busy  trying 
to  select  the  next  Mayor  of  Boston.  (Laugh- 
ter.) 

Coun.  iSELVITELLA— Well,  while  all  this 
controversy  is  being  carried  on  of  the  lay- 
offs in  the  W.  P.  A.,  not  one  single  word  has 
been  -uttered  by  any  of  our  Congressmen,  and 
I  would  like  to  have  that  motion  amended  to 
include    the   Congressmen    from   this    district. 

Coun.    DOWD — I    have   no   objection   to   that. 

The  PRESIDENT— Then  that  amendment 
will  be  added. 

Coun.  FINLEY — Mr.  President,  while  I 
agree  with  'what  has  been  said  here,  I  think 
it  is  only  fair  to  the  public  officials  connected 
with  the  W.  P.  A.  to  say  a  few  words  re- 
garding aliens  on  the  W.  P.  A.  work;  and  I 
think,  for  the  enlightenment  of  all  of  us,  we 
should  be  aware  of  the  fact  that  our  Congress- 
men and  our  Senators  have  done  their  duty,  and 
our  esteemed  legislators  in  the  National  Con- 
gress have  already  provided  that  American 
citizens  shall  be  given  the  preference.  That 
legislation  is  now  waiting  for  the  official 
signature  of  our  President,  and  when  that  is 
done  then  the  aliens  will  be  cast  off  the 
W.  P.  A.  and  the  American  citizens  will  be 
protected  in  the   public  work. 

Coun.  DOWD — Well,  in  reply  to  that,  Mr. 
President,  while  they  are  waiting  for  the 
signature  of  our  President,  our  American 
citizens   will  slowly  starve  to  death. 

Coun.  P.  J.  FITZGERALD^Mr.  President, 
while  agreeing  with  the  councilor  from  Ward 
8,  it  seems  to  me  that  I  read  two  weeks  ago 
that  the  Mayor  either  sent  a  telegram  or 
forwarded  the  order  of  Councilor  Dowd  and 
received  a  reply  from  United  States  Senator 
Walsh.  I  wonder  if  we  have  a  record  of  that, 
Mr.   President? 

The  PRESIDENT— We  are  in  receipt  of  a 
communication  from   his   Honor  the   Mayor. 

The  clerk  read  the  communication,  printed 
earlier   in    the  record. 

Coun.  NORTON^Well,  Mr.  President,  then 
I  ask  that  Senator  Walsh  be  asked  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  delegation  in 
the  Congress,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  to 
draw  attention   further  to  this  order. 

The  PRESIDENT— If  Councilor  Norton  will 
withdraw  that  for  a  few  moments,  we  would 
like  to  act  on   Councilor  Dowd's  order. 


Coun.  KERRIGAN — For  the  purpose  of  the 
record,  I  would  like  to  say  that  I  am  not  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Selvitella's  amendment,  because 
I  know  that  Congressman  McCormack  has 
done  all  in  his  power  in  battling  for  new 
legislation  that  is  based .  on  the  W.  P.  A.,  so 
that  I  now  say  that  amendment  is  not  in 
order. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— I  cannot  follow  the 
reasoning  of  the  councilor  from  South  Boston 
as  to  why  a  partciular  Congressman  should 
be  left  out.  We  all  know  that  the  Congress- 
men from  this  district,  it  is  their  sworn 
duty  to  follow  the  wishes  of  their  constituents. 
We  have  heard,  Mr.  President,  as  has  been 
well  said,  that  the  members  of  Congress  from 
this  district  are  busily  engaged  in  selecting 
a  mayor  of  Boston  while  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  our  citizens  have  been .  laid  off  the 
W.  P.  A.,  and  I  have  not  heard  a  single  state- 
ment from  any  of  us  that  they  have  done  any- 
thing in  the  least  tending  to  help  relieve  the 
hardships  that  have  been  imposed  upon  their 
people  in  this  district.  Of  course  we  all  know 
that  the  Congressmen  from  this  district  have 
done  some  work,  but  there  are  other  congress- 
men from  this  district  besides  that  one  and  I 
would  like  to  hear  their  voices  and  instead  of 
worrying  about  who  is  going  to  be  the  next 
mayor  of  Boston,  why  can  we  not  get  down  to 
work  and  help  solve  this  problem  by  appealing 
to  the  men  who  are  directly  responsible  for  the 
W.  P.  A.  ?  We,  the  members  of  the  Boston 
City  Council,  must  bear  the  burden,  but  we 
have  no  more  to  do  with  the  W.  P.  A.  policies 
than  the  men  themselves,  but  our  Congressmen, 
in  whose  power  it  is  to  legislate  and  direct 
the  policies  of  the  Government,  let  us  pass 
the  buck  to  them. 

'The  PRESIDENT— I  will  say  that  on  May 
5  they  were  requested,  while  the  Mayor  was 
away,  to  look  after  this,  and  they  have  plenty 
of  time  to  do  it.  The  other  people  took  care 
of   it. 

Coun.    NORTON— SMr.    President. 

The  PRESIDENT— The  question  comes  on 
Coun.   Dowd's   orders. 

Coun.  NORTON— Speaking  about  the  Con- 
gressmen in  Washington,  I  do  not  believe  there 
is  a  Congressman  there  but  what  would  gladly 
walk  to  Washington  to  see  that  the  W.  P.  A. 
people  do  not  lose  their  jobs.  Our  situation 
here  is  not  what  he  is  responsible  for.  We 
have  a  President  of  the  United  States  now 
who  has  enunciated  the  doctrine,  for  the 
first  time  in  history,  that  no  one  should 
starve  and  he  has  made  certain,  as  far  as  he 
is  able,  that  it  shall  not  occur.  He  has  ap- 
pointed officials  who  are  responsible  to  him. 
And  he  has  been  deluged  with  protests.  "Cut 
out  the  foolishness."  "Stop  raking  leaves." 
"Cut  out  this  clamor."  You  cannot  pick 
out  a  particular  discussion  or  meeting  of 
certain  members  of  either  political  party,  but 
what  that  is  the  objection.  What  I  would 
understand,  Mr.  President,  from  all  this  dis- 
cussion about  the  W.  P.  A.,  if  it  has  any 
bearing  upon  the  truth  of  the  statements 
made,  is  that  the  only  way  by  which  we  can 
really  straighten  this  thing  out,  there  must 
be  a  crash,  another  crash.  The  effects  of  this 
depression  must  be  impressed  upon  people 
more  and  more;  that  is  what  they  would 
have  us  believe.  But  there  is  all  this  time 
a  ruler  in  Washington  who,  I  am  sure,  will 
see  to  it  that  nobody  will  starve,  and  I  re- 
peat again  that  among  our  Congressmen  from 
Boston,  there  is  not  a  single  one  of  them  that 
would  not  walk  from  here  to  Washington  to 
save   any    one   of    those   people's   jobs. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  a  suspension 
of    the    rules. 


FIVE-DAY  WEEK,  ETC. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following  two 
orders  : 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  request  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  giving  all  city  employees  that  can  be 
spared  a  five-day  week  during  July  and 
August. 
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Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Public  Welfare  authorities  to  aid  im- 
mediately the  deserving  cases  who  have  been 
laid    oft   the   W.    P.    A. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  speaking  on 
the  first  order,  I  have  known  several  cities  in 
America,  and  even  our  sister  city  of  Cam- 
bridge, have  given  Saturday  mornings  off 
without  loss  of  pay  to  their  employees,  and 
I  fail  to  see  why  the  City  of  Boston  cannot 
arrange  so  as  to  give  the  city  employees  a 
five-day  week  in  the  summer,  without  im- 
pairing the  efficiency  of  the  department.  On 
the  second  order,  it  is  necessary  for  the 
people  to  be  laid  off  the  W.  P.  A.  to  go 
to  the  "Welfare,  and  it  is  the  policy  of  some 
visitors  to  tell  them  that  they  must  wait 
for  two  or  three  weeks  before  they  can  get 
aid.  I  am  of  the  impression  that  the  average 
person  getting  aid  from  the  W.  P.  A.,  get- 
ting $13  to  $16  a  week,  that  is  not  any  too 
much  to  live  on.  But  some  of  the  visitors 
are  of  the  opinion  that  if  a  man  makes  $20 
a  week  on  the  W.  P.  A.  he  should  have  put 
away  five  or  six  dollars  a  week,  and  there- 
fore they  will  not  aid  him  for  a  few  weeks. 
Therefore  I  am  asking  that  the  Welfare  fur- 
nish  aid    immediately    to    all    those   persons. 

The    orders    were    severally    passed. 


PAYMENT     TO     DOOLEY     BROTHERS. 

Coun.  NORTON  moved  to  take  from  the 
table    No.    8   on    the   calendar,    viz. : 

■8.  Ordered,  That  chapter  222  of  the  Acts 
of  1937,  entitled  "An  Act  Authorizing  the 
City  of  Boston  to  Refund  to  Dooley  Brothers, 
Inc.,  the  amount  of  its  Deposit  on  its  Pro- 
posal for  a  Certain  Contract  to  Remove  Ashes 
and   Garbage,"   be,  and  hereby   is,   accepted. 

The  Council  voted  to  take  the  order  from 
the  table,  and  the  question  came  on  its  passage. 
Coun.  SELVITELLA — Mr.  President,  can 
the  councilor  give  us  any  additional  reasons 
wihy  this  should  be  taken  off  the  table  at 
this  time,  other  than  what  we  have  already 
heard  ? 

Coun.   NORTON — I   am   very   glad   the  coun- 
cilor   asked    that    question.     I    understand    the 
facts  to  be  these :     I  do   not  know  Mr.   Dooley 
personally.     I    saw    him    for    the    first    time    in 
the    Executive    meeting    of    the    Council.     This 
is   for   the   purpose  of  the   record.     Mr.   Dooley 
was   the  low   bidder   on   a   garbage   contract   of 
the    City    of    Boston.     He    was    to    be    awarded 
the     contract ;     but     something     extraordinary 
happened   to   this    man ;   something    exceptional 
happened.     After     being     the     low     bidder     on 
the    garbage    contract,    he    could     not    get    a 
bond,  a  contractor's  bond,  with  the  result  that, 
being    unable    to    furnish    the    bond,    he    could 
not    obtain    the    contract.     Now    I    understand 
that    when    this    has    happened     in     the    past, 
perhaps    three  or   four   times   over   a   period   of 
some  twenty-five  years,  that  City  Hall  has  said 
to    the  contractor,    "Here    is    your    check   back. 
You    could    not   get   a    bond    and    here    is    your 
check    back,"    and    the    city    has    let    it    go    at 
that.     But    in    this    instance,     the    Corporation 
Counsel,     reasoning     that     Dooley     Brothers,     a 
contracting     concern     in     Roxbury,     being    the 
low    bidder    on    the    garbage    contract    and    be- 
ing   unable    to    get    a    bond,    in    order    to    get 
back  that  certified  check  for  $8,000,  they  must 
have    legislative    approval    and    also     the    ap- 
proval   of    the    City    Council    and    the    Mayor. 
Now   the   Legislature,   upon   hearing    the   facts, 
passed    a   bill   which   said,    in   effect,    "It    is    all 
right   for   the   city   to    turn    back   that   certified 
check    to    Dooley    Brothers."     That    was    some 
time    ago.     Mr.    Dooley    came    here    before    the 
Executive    Committee   of   the   Council,    and   ex- 
plained   his    case.     My     interest    in     this,    Mr. 
President,      is      purely      this:      That,      in      my 
opinion,  Dooley  Brothers  are  rather  up  against 
it,    financially.     They   have   not   got   very   much 
money,   only   a  small  amount  of  money   in   the 
bank.     They     have     got     this     $8,000     certified 
check    left    with    the    City    of    Boston,    which 
means    that    $8,000   of    their   money    is   tied    up 
by  the  city  unless  they  receive  back  their  check. 
I  feel  that  the  city  should  give  Dooley  Brothers 


back  the  check.  The  Public  Works  officials, 
whom  we  have  consulted,  feel  the  same  way 
about  it.  The  Legislature  felt  that  we  should 
give  them  the  check  back.  I  see  no  reason 
why  we  should  hold  that  check  for  $8,000 
from  Dooley  Brothers.  Why  should  we  not 
o-ive  those  boys  their  money  back?  Why 
should  we  hold  it  up  on  them  because  some- 
one has  been— and  here  is  the  only  explana- 
tion that  I  have  received— well,  because  they 
were  bidding  low  on  the  contract,  and  they 
were  not  going  to  pay  their  men  high  salaries. 
That  is  the  real  reason ;  and  why  should  we 
be  interested  in  that,  they  say.  Well,  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  is  beside  the  point. 
Out  in  their  district  they  give  these  contracts 
for  garbage  hauling  and  the  companies  under- 
bid for  the  contracts.  It  has  been  a  matter 
of  controversy  and  argument  for  years,  the  low 
wages  they  pay  the  men  for  doing  the  work. 
We  agree  on  that,  but  I  cannot  see,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, why  the  City  of  Boston  does  not,  now 
that  the  Legislature  has  passed  that  enabling 
act,  turn  this  certified  check  back  to  these 
men   in   Roxbury,  who   need  the   money. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA — Mr.  President,  this 
matter  has  been  before  the  Council  on  many 
occasions.  Just  because  the  Legislature  has 
granted  permission  for  this  body  to  ratify 
some  of  their  acts,  is  no  sound  reason  why 
we  should  follow  in  their  foosteps.  The  Dooley 
Brothers,  if  the  information  that  was  given 
to  this  body  is  correct,  bid  $12,000  to  $15,000 
lower  than  the  next  highest  bidder.  1  have 
no  evidence  that  there  might  have  been  collu- 
sion between  the  lowest  bidder  and  the  next 
higher  bidder,  except  by  implication.  This 
cutthroat  kind  df  competition,  unless 
we  stop  it,  we  are  going  to  encourage 
it  because  only  last  week  the  Transit 
Department  asked  for  bids  on  five-ton  trucks 
for  the  underpass  work  and  when  the  bids  were 
opened  one  concern  in  Cambridge  made  a  bid 
of  $1.30  per  hour  for  five-ton  trucks,  and  they 
put  up  a  certified  check,  I  believe,  in  the  sum 
of  $1,000.  The  lowest  price  that  the  W.  P.  A. 
has  paid  for  a  truck  is  $1.55  an  hour  for  a  ton 
and  a  half  truck  and  $3  for  a  five-ton  truck  ; 
and  yet  this  concern  comes  in  and  bids  $1.30 
despite  the  fact  that  75  cents  of  that  money 
must  be  paid  to  the  operator,  and  the  com- 
pany would  have  left  only  65  cents  upon  which 
to  work.  What  is  there  to  prevent  this  firm, 
in  a  week  or  two  or  three  weeks,  from 
throwing  up  the  sponge  and  coming  before 
this  body  here  and  asking  for  the  return  of 
that  certified  check  ;  and  I  say  that  it  is  un- 
fair to  these  concerns  who  bid  fairly  and 
honestly  that  they  should  submit  to  this  cut- 
throat competition.  They  bid  $12,000,  this 
Dooley  Brothers.  $12,000  lower  than  the  other 
concerns.  If  they  made  a  mistake  it  is  their 
own  concern,  and  we  should  not  be  called 
upon  in  this  Council  to  rectify  any  errors 
they    might    have    made. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK-^Mr.  President,  if  the 
facts  are  as  1  understand  they  are,  that  Dooley 
Brothers  gave  this  check  to  the  city  as  a 
deposit  to  show  their  good  faith  in  putting  in 
the  bid  and  then  having  found  that  they 
could  not  obtain  the  contract  because  they 
could  not  get  a  bond,  it  would  seem  to  me 
that  the  money  ought  to  be  returned  to  them. 
It  certainly  is  not  the  money  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  in  the  meantime  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton can  do  nothing  with  it.  The  city  cannot 
spend  it.  It  is  not  their  money.  This  is 
Dooley  Brothers'  money.  How  long  are  we 
going  to  keep  it?  If  there  has  been  any  col- 
lusion, as  suggested  by  the  last  speaker,  it  was 
not  brought  out,  as  I  recall  it,  at  the  hearina. 
and  unless  we  have  proof  of  collusion  or  some 
reason  why  we  should  continue  to  retain 
this  money  which  is  not  ours,  I  think  we 
should   pay    it  back. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  while  there 
is  no  legal  evidence  of  collusion,  I  feel  that 
the  members  of  this  body  should  hold  the  money 
in  escrow  until  they  are  satisfied  in  their  own 
minds  that  they  acted  in  good  faith ;  and  it 
seems,  on  even  a  cursory  examination,  that 
it  was  too  low  a  Ibid,  and  the  fact  that  they 
came  around  so  late  and  asked  to  be  relieved 
of  the  contract  is  proof  of  the  fact  that  they 
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'were  in  collusion  with  the  second  lowest  bid- 
der, and  for  that  reason  I  shall  vote  not  to 
give  them  back   this   money. 

Couin.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  think,  if 
there  is  any  fault  here,  it  should  rest  rather 
squarely  on  the  Public  Works  Department  be- 
cause my  understanding  of  the  charter  provi- 
sion is  that  the  award  of  a  contract  job  goes 
to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder,  and  it  is 
rather  surprising  to  find  that,  if  this  concern 
was  financially  in  such  a  bad  situation  that  it 
was  in  effect  doing  business  on  a  shoe  string, 
if  it  was  in  sufficiently  bad  circumstances,  so 
that  no  bonding  company,  whatever  may  have 
been  the  reason,  would  furnish  a  bond,  it  is 
surprising,  to  my  mind, — although  I  may  be 
in  error, — it  is  surprising  to  my  mind  that  the 
Boston  Public  Works  Department  should  have 
awarded  them  the  contract.  It  was  the  duty 
of  the  Public  Works  Department  to  award  the 
contract,  not  to  the  lowest  bidder,  but  to  a 
low  bidder  who  was  financially  responsible. 
That  action  of  the  Public  Works  Department 
left  the  Dodley  Brothers  in  the  position  of 
having  $8,000  of  their  money  tied  up  in  the 
city's  hands,  where  it  is  doing  neither  the 
city  nor  Dooley  any  good,  and  without  going 
into  the  merits  of  the  matter  so  far  as  Dooley 
is  concerned,  it  seems  to  me  that,  we  having 
awarded  the  contract  to  a  man  not  financially 
responsible,  the  least  we  can  do  is  to  return 
him  his  money. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  I  move  you 
that  the  matter  remain   on  the  table. 

The  PRESIDENT— The  order  has  already 
been    taken    from   the  table. 

Coun.  NORTON-JMr.  President,  since  acting 
on  the  order,  here  is  a  check  that  belongs  .to 
those  two  Roxbury  boys,  $3,000  in  cash,  and 
they  are  in  financial  difficulties  -and  we  have 
had  the  check  for  some  weeks  now,  what  do 
you  say  ?  What  would  anyone  say  ?  Say  that 
Dooley  came  to  you  as  he  came  in  that  room 
and  told  his  story,  a  respectable  looking 
American,  and  after  something  that  does  not 
happen  five  times  in  thirty  years,  would  you 
not  tell  the  poor  fellow  ?  "Sure ;  take  your 
check."  What  did  Senator  Langone  and 
Senator  Carroll  say?  Yes,  what  did  Senator 
Langone  say  ?  They  said,  "Certainly,  give  the 
man  his  money."  That  is  exactly  what  th?y 
said ;  and  I  will  leave  it  to  the  Senator  sit- 
ting aside  of  you.  Why  should  we  hold  that 
check  belonging  to  those  people?  We  have 
never  done  it  on  anybody  else.  It  is  an  ex- 
traordinary case.  It  does  not  happen  but 
once  in  five  years  or  less  ;  but  why  should  we 
continue  to  hold  the  $8,000  of  Dooley  Brothers 
from  Roxbury?  We  have  never  held  it  on 
anyone  else.  They  need  the  money.  Why 
should  we  not  give  it  to  them?  Is  there  an 
argument  in  the  world  as  to  why  they  should 
not  get  it? 

Coun.  SHATTUCK-^Mr.  President,  if  there 
is  anything  in  this  question  of  collusion,  it 
might  be  explored  by  sending  for  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  and  obtaining  his  report  on 
that.  For  that  purpose,  I  move  reference  to 
the  Executive  Committee  in  order  that  we 
may  hear  from  the  Corporation  Counsel  on 
the  question  of   collusion. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN— -Mr.  President,  I  have 
been  particularly  interested  in  this  matter 
because  one  of  the  firm  lives  in  my  ward,  and 
a  long  time  ago  the  situation  was  explained 
to  me.  I  was  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
the  Senate  that  sat  on  this  bill  when  it  was 
presented  to  the  Legislature.  There  was  not 
a  dissenting  vote  in  the  committee  of  eleven 
members.  They  voted  unanimously  to  pay  this 
money  back  to  this  firm  promptly,  so  that . 
they  could  have  it  to  use,  and  it  was  only 
because  of  a  possible  technicality  in  the  law 
that  the  City  otf  (Boston  refused  to  return  it 
to  them  forthwith.  Mr.  Foley  of  the  City  Law 
Department  looked  the  matter  up,  and  he  felt 
that  there  was  .not  sufficient  Jaw,  where,  if 
a  contract  had  been  awarded  to  a  bidder,  to 
return  it  without  special  legislative  act,  al- 
though he  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  money 
should  be  turned  back.  The  Mayor  had  the 
same  opinion.  The  members  of  the  Legislature 
were    of    the    same    opinion.     There    has    been 


absolutely  no  evidence  of  any  collusion  in  the 
bidding.  That  is  a  figment  of  somebody's 
imagination,  because  no  one  has  brought  out 
any  fact  or  facts  which  ■would  tend  to  show 
any  evidence  of  collusion.  There  was  an 
honest  effort  on  the  part  oCE  Dooley  Brothers 
to  obtain  the  contract  and  they  bid  for  it  openly 
and  above  board,  and  they  pawned  their  own 
life  insurance  in  order  to  raise  this  $8,000 
they  had  to  put  up  in  that  certified  check  ;  and 
today  they  are  both  out  driving  a  truck  to 
make  a  living,  and  we  are  keeping  this  money 
which  rightfullly  belongs  to  them.  As  the 
councilor  from  Hyde  Park  has  said,  there  is 
not  any  reason  in  the  world  why  we  should 
hesitate  five  second's  on  the  facts  as  we  know 
them  today,  considering  the  number  of  weeks 
that  this  matter  has  been  in  here  lying  before 
this  Council,  that  we  could  not  take  action 
immediately  and  return  these  funds,  subject, 
of  course,  to  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  when 
it  leaves  here ;  and  I  think  we  ought  to  put 
that  responsibility  there  as  well  as  in  the  City 
Council.  I  trust  that  this  matter  will  be  acted 
upon  speedily  and  expeditiously  and  that  we 
will  return  the  funds  which  do  not  belong  to 
us. 

The  PRBSIDENT-^Do  you  still  press  your 
motion.   Councilor   Shattuck  ? 

Coun.   SHATTUCK— Yes. 

The  PRESIDENT— The  motion  is  to  refer 
this    matter   to  the  Executive   Committee. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  matter  to  Executive 
Committee    was   carried. 


REPAYING  OF  STREETS,  WARD   12. 

Coun.    BRACKMAN    offered    the   following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  instruct  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner to  repave  with  smooth  paving  the 
following   streets    in    Ward    12,    Roxbury: 

Ruthven,  Harrishof,  Rockland,  Whiting, 
Gaston,    Calender.    .  , 

Passed   under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


EMPLOYEES  APPEARING  ON 
LEGISLATION. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  section  25  of  chapter  3  of 
the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1925  is  hereby 
amended  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

"It  is  further  provided,  however,  that  noth- 
ing in  this  section  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  prevent  the  appearing  before  the  legislature 
or  any  committee  thereof  of  any  duly  accredited 
representatives  of  any  properly  constituted 
organization  of  city  employees  on  any  matter 
tending  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  city,  the 
organization,  or  any  member  thereof." 
So  that  said  section  shall  read  as  follows : 

Section  25.  No  salaried  officer  or  employee 
of  the  city,  not  elected  by  popular  vote,  shall 
be  an  officer  of  any  political  caucus  or  a  member 
of  any  political  committee  or  convention,  nor 
Khali  any  officer  or  employee  of  the  city,  not 
elected  by  popular  vote,  apply  for,  object  to, 
or  advocate  before  the  legislature,  any  special 
act  relating  to  the  city  of  Boston,  unless 
expressly  authorized  so  to  do  by  the  mayor 
or   the  city  council. 

It  is  further  provided,  however,  that  nothing 
in  this  section  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
prevent  the  appearance  before  the  legislature 
or  any  committee  thereof  of  any  duly  accredited 
representatives  of  any  properly  constituted 
>>i  ionization  of  city  employees  on  any  matter 
tending  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  city, 
the  organization,   or  any  member   thereof. 

Referred   to   the  Committee  on   Ordinances. 


PROPER  OPERATION  OF  BUSES. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered.  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the    trustees    of    the    Boston    Elevated    Railway 
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to  instruct  tlhe  operators  of  buses  when  start- 
ing and  when  approaching  stops,  to  do  so 
in  a  manner  to  protect  the  safety  of  pas- 
sengers. 

Coun.  PETER  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, although  that  order  is  not  worded  very 
nicely,  what  I  have  in  mind  is  the  operation 
of  the  buses  in  my  district.  It  seems  to  me, 
as  happens  now,  that  if  a  bus  driver  is  tired 
or  else  he  lacks  the  necessary  amount  of  knowl- 
edge to  operate  a  bus,  that  he  comes  to  a 
stop  without  any  warning  whatever.  Several 
people  have  been  thrown  to  the  floor  on  buses 
in  my  district  due  to  the  negligence  of  the  op- 
erator. I  do  not  wish  to  join  the  folks  that 
are  now  criticizing  the  Boston  Elevated,  but 
I  think  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway,  so  far 
as  service  is  concerned,  is  giving  the  most 
deplorable  service  since  the  very  first  days 
of  the  public  control.  They  have  stepped  up 
the  schedules  on  what  they  caU  their  summer 
schedule,  and  the  buses  in  my  district  op- 
erate to  Dudley  street  from  7.30  to  9.30  in 
the  morning  on  a  thirty-minute  schedule,  and 
from  2  to  6.30  on  a  thirty-minute  schedule. 
I  feel  that  operators  of  these  buses  must 
be  instructed  and  reminded  that  the  6afety 
oif  the  passengers  comes  first,  and  that  they 
are  not  to  try  to  make  up  the  speed  that 
the  officials  in  the  soft  chairs  at  Park 
square  have  arranged  for  them,  and  I  sin- 
cerely hope  that  the  Mayor  begins  to  do  this 
on    the    following    day. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  strongly 
agree  with  the  thought  of  the  councilor  from 
Dorchester,  and  I  have  in  mind  the  fact  also 
of  the  almost  invariable  custom  of  Boston 
Elevated  buses  not  drawing  in  anywhere  near 
the  curb,  as  they  should,  but,  in  thickly  popu- 
lated sections,  let  us  say  from  a  traffic  view- 
point, Codman  square  or  Everett  square,  or 
the  various  squares  in  the  city,  inviting  ac- 
cidents or  endangering  the  safety  both  of 
the  passengers  and  persons  not  on  the  buses, 
make  no  effort  whatever  to  draw  to  the  curb  ; 
but  stop  as  far  as  possible  away  from  the 
curb,  in  the  middle  of  the  street.  It  occurs 
to  me  that  perhaps  at  some  future  date  a 
city  ordinance  may  be  necessary  which  will 
require,  in  addition  to  the  stopping  of  Ele- 
vated buses,  not  at  the  near  corner  of  an 
intersection  of  streets,  to  block  traffic  and 
make  possible  the  passing  of  traffic  in  front 
of  the  buses  and  other  vehicles,  but  imposing 
the  necessity  of  stopping  Elevated  buses  on  the 
far  side  of  each  intersection,  as  is  not  now 
the  case.  I  agree  with  the  councilor  from 
this  Dorchester  ward  that  the  present  opera- 
tion of  the  Boston  Elevated  buses  on  the 
streets  of  Boston  today  could  be  much  im- 
proved upon,  especially  with  reference  to  the 
suddenness  of  the  stops,  and  the  fact  that 
they    stop    nowhere    near    the    curb. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension 
of    the   rules. 


WARD     19     IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  pavement 
Rowe   street,    Ward    19. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out,  under  the 
W.  P.  A.  plan  of  construction,  Grover  street, 
Ward    19. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Brown 
avenue,    Ward    19. 

Severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 


ADDITIONAL    SEALERS. 

Coun.    McGRATH   offered   the  following: 
Ordered,     That    chapter    37    of    the    Revised 
Ordinances   of   1925,   as   most  recently  amended 


by  chapter  1  of  the  Ordinances  of  1933,  is 
hereby  further  amended  in  section  one  by 
striking  out  the  second  clause  in  said  section 
and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following: 

"There  shall  be  seventeen  deputy  sealers; 
and  the  salary  paid  to  the  sealer  and  to 
the  deputies  shall  be  full  compensation  for 
their  services." 

Referred    to    the    Committee    on    Ordinances. 


REPAIRS    AT   MARINE    PARK. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,     That    the    Park    Commissioner  be 

requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,  to 

make     repairs     to     the     bandstand     located  at 

Farragut  road,  South  Boston,  to  put  it  in 
suitable     condition. 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
make  necessary  repairs  to  the  Head  House 
Pier   leading   to   Marine   Park   Circle,   Ward    6. 

Severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 


LEASE  OF  LOONIE  PROPERTY. 

Coun.    WILSON    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  advise  the  City  Council  with  ref- 
erence to  property  of  one  Loonie  located  on 
Gibson    street,    Dorchester: 

(o)      The  date  when  the  city  leased  the  same. 

(6)  The  amount  of  annual  rental  being 
paid. 

(c)      The  use  being  made  of  same. 

Id)  The  amount  spent  on  the  roof  of  the 
barn  or  any  other  part  of  the  property  either 
by   city   or   W.    P.    A.    funds. 

Passed   under   a  suspension  of   the  rules. 


EXPENSE  OF  HOUSING  PROJECT. 

Coun.    WILSON    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,    That    his    Honor   the   Mayor   be   re- 
quested : 

1.  To  refuse  to  take  over  the  Old  Harbor 
Village  project  in  South  Boston  unless  or 
until  some  definite  legal  arrangement  is  en- 
tered into  either  for  the  assessment  of  ade- 
quate taxes  against  the  real  estate  or  the  fixing 
of  a  definite  service  charge  for  furnishing 
school,  police,  fire  protection,  water,  sewer, 
garbage  disposal,  and  other  municipal  items 
of    public    service. 

2.  To  instruct  the  Corporation  Counsel  to 
in>titute  such  appropriate  legal  proceedings 
as  shall  once  and  for  all  fix  the  status  not  only 
of  the  Old  Harbor  Village,  but  of  any  other 
Federal  housing  project  in  Boston  so  far  as  the 
imposition  of  taxes  or  the  fixing  of  a  fair 
service    charge    is    concerned. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  will 
briefly  observe,  first,  that  I  will  admit  there 
is  much  to  be  said  on  both  sides  with  respect 
to  these  various  housing  projects,  and  I  will 
frankly  admit,  in  the  second  place,  that  the 
legal  technicalities  establishing  how  these 
projects  are  eventually  to  be  handled,  are 
more  or  less  in  a  maze  to  me,  personally. 
Some  weeks  ago  when  I  voted  against  the  fill- 
ing of  two  vacancies  on  the  so-called  Housing 
Commission,  I  stated  that  I  did  so  with  every 
regard  for  the  ability  and  the  integrity  of 
the  two  men  that  were  being  appointed,  but 
wholly  because  of  what  I  felt  was  proper 
opposition  to  unfair  Government  competition 
with  property  owners  and  taxpayers  in  the 
City  of  Boston.  Old  Harbor  Village,  so 
called,  in  South  Boston,  represents  an  apart- 
ment house  investment.  I  am  informed,  amount- 
ing to  $6:690,000  for  the  construction  of  thirtv- 
six  separate,  modern,  brick  buildings  contain- 
ing 1.016  apartments.  In  other  words,  1,016 
families  will  be  withdrawn  as  prospective 
tenants  from  taxpaying  private  property  and 
placed   in   Government-owned  apartments.     For 
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the  record  and  for  the  information  of  those 
who  have  not  perhaps  examined  the  figures, 
those  1,016  apartments— which  is  quite  a 
small  Village  in  itself,  and  quite  properly 
named  "Old  Harbor  Village" — 'comprise  417 
three-room  apartments,  &45  four-room  apart- 
ments, 102  five-room  apartments,  44  so-called 
four-iroom  row  houses,  153  so-called  five-room 
row  houses,  and  65  so-cailled  six-room  row 
houses,  all  providing  living  accommodations  for 
1,016  families.  As  a  straight  .business  propo- 
sition, in  order  to  pay  for  the  cost  of  the 
South  Boston  housing  project,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  charge — I  am  informed — about 
$12  per  room,  but  the  rental,  I  understand, 
will  actually  run  from  about  $4.45  a  week  to 
about  $7.20  a  week,  depending  on  the  size  of 
the  apartment  in  question.  The  low  rental,  of 
course,  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
Government  will  knock  off  about  45  per  cent 
of  the  cost  oif  the  development  at  the  start, 
as  a  free  grant,  but,  in  addition  to  that,  I 
now  understand  that  the  properties  are  in- 
tended, not  only  to  be  tax  free,  but  that  the 
Federal  Housing  authorities  plan  to  withdraw 
their  promise  to  pay  the  municipal  service 
charges  such  as  the  charges  for  school  at- 
tendance, police  protection,  fire  protection  and 
even  water  service  and  garbage  collection,  for 
no  less  than  1,016  families.  The  set-up  may 
be  somewhat  different  from  the  way  I  have 
given  it,  but  as  I  understand  it,  in  1917-  or 
thereabouts,  the  Federal  Government  erected 
a  large  group  of  houses  in  Quincy  near  the 
Fore  River  Plant  of  the  Bethlehem  Shipbuild- 
ing Corporation,  to  house  the  employees  of  that 
plant  who  were  engaged  in  war  work,  and 
after  considerable  difficulty,  I  understood  that 
the  city  of  Quincy  did  succeed  finally  in  levying 
taxes  on  this  property,  in  an  amount  sufficient 
to  cover  at  least  the  cost  of  the  municipal 
services  rendered  to  the  houses.  I  believe 
that  the  proposed  competition  of  the  Federal 
Government  with  our  private  property  owners 
in  this  city  'is,  of  course,  bad  enough  and  poor 
economic  policy,  especially  in  these  days  of 
falling  property  valuations  and  increased  taxes  ; 
but  the  furnishing  of  all  our  city  services  to 
1,016  apartments  in  the  Old  Harbor  Village 
without  cost,  as  I  see  it,  automatically  charges 
back  that  expense  item  against  the  remaining 
struggling  property  owners  throughout  the 
City  of  Boston,  and  I  personally  believe  that 
it  is  particularly  unfair  and  unjust  and  an 
illegal  arrangement  which  allows  the  furnish- 
ing of  these  important  city  services  to  a  chosen 
section  housing  1,016  families,  which  charges, 
of  course,  are  automatically,  of  course,  placed 
on  your  back  and  on  my  back,  or  on  the  backs 
of  any  and  every  property  owner  in  the  City 
of  Boston,  who  will  pay  their  proportionate 
part  of  the  cost  of  operating  the  Federal  pro- 
ject, whether  it  be  in  South  Boston  or  in  any 
other   section   of   the   city. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  I  am  very 
much  interested  in  this  matter  of  improved 
housing.  I  think  the  Government  at  Washing- 
ton is  to  be  congratulated  on  what  they  are 
attempting  to  do  in  this  regard.  For  the 
first  time  we  are  attempting  to  give  one-third 
of  the  people  of  this  nation  a  decent  home  to 
live  in  ;  but  now,  like  all  pioneer  projects,  in 
the  South  Boston  project,  there  have  been 
many  mistakes  made,  but  there  is  at  least 
a  start  made  to  provide  decent  homes  for  our 
underprivileged  people.  I  would  not  want, 
as  a  member  of  this  City  Council,  to  throw 
stones  at,  or  place  obstacles  before,  this 
attempt  that  is  being  made  by  President 
Roosevelt  and  our  National  Government  to 
give  those  living  in  Boston  in  sub-standard 
homes,  a  decent  home  to  live  in.  I  never  want 
to  hold  up  the  accomplishments  of  the  Hous- 
ing Commission.  I  do  not  want  to  criticize 
that  project,  although,  like  all  pioneer  pro- 
jects, I  can  find  a  dozen  things  wrong  with  it. 
I  say  "Amen"  to  the  President  of  our  nation 
in  his  attempt  to  lift  men,  women  and  children 
in  Boston  from  their  present  sub-standard 
homes,  slum  homes,  to  these  better  homes, 
because  all  that  we  know  about  crime  and 
about  delinquency  and  about  theft  show  that 
the    environment    has    much    to    do    with    the 


children     brought     up     in     the     poor    districts 
of    any     city.     Theft    is    about    two     or    three 
times   what  it  should  be  in  the  poorer  sections 
of   the   city.     The  crime   rate   is   three  or   four 
times   what    it   is   in   better   areas,   such   as   in 
my  ward  out  in  Hyde  Park  and  in   Roslindale. 
The   city   is  paying   for  these  slum   areas   five, 
six    or    seven    times    what    it    gets    back,    but 
the   sreatest   loss   of   all    is   those   children    who 
never    have   a   decent   chance    in    life.     I   never 
see    a    man    in    jail    or    getting    arrested,    but 
what  I  feel  sorry  for  him,  because  all  my  study 
of  the  problem  'is   that   the  man's   environment 
has     much     to     do     with    it.     There    are     men 
who,    as    children,    never    had    a    chance.     Now 
what   has   that    got   to   do    with    this   problem  ? 
The  South   Boston  housing  project   is   the   first 
of  its  kind  in  our  city.     The  National  Govern- 
ment  has   made   a   45   per  cent  outright   grant 
of  the  $6,690,000  that  have  been  invested  there. 
I  visited  the  Harlem  project.     It  is   analagous, 
in   many   respects,   to  this  South  Boston  project. 
The  only  families  allowed  in  the  Harlem  project 
will  be  those  who  were  living  previously  in  sub- 
standard   homes,    homes    that   were    not   fit    for 
children   to   be   raised   in.     The   only   families — 
and  that   record  there  will  stand   very   easily — 
admitted    are    those    that    are    picked    by    our 
National   administration,   and   I   will  make  this 
prediction,    that    no    family    will    go    into    that 
South    Boston   housing   project   of    1,016    apart- 
ments,   but   what   comes   from   a    poorer    home, 
from    a    poorer    section     where    they    believed 
that     their     children     were     not     living     under 
proper  circumstances.  One  of  my  own  friends, 
a    longshoreman    with    two    children,    tells    me 
that   he  hopes   to   get   four   rooms   there,    at   $7 
a    room,   or    $2>8   a   month   rent   for    those   four 
rooms.     And    included    in    this    tariff     is    heat 
and   electricity,    ice   chests.     $28   a   month   with 
his    two    children,    and    he    now    has    two    slum 
rooms !     It    is    called    "sub-standard"    and    tne 
children     are    around    a    bad    area,     and     they 
never    would    have    a    chance    there.     He    has 
got   his    information   and   made   an   application 
and   he   hopes   to   have   some  consideration,    in- 
cidentally,   because   he    is    in    the   proper   class. 
Now  as  I  have  said,   I  do  not  want  to  throw 
a    stone    at    that    housing    project.     I    can    say 
that   the  land   cost   too   much.     I    can    say  that 
the    buildings    cost    too    much    and    that    only 
wealthy   people   are   going   into    the   project   to 
live ;    but    I    venture   to    make   this    prediction : 
That  mistakes   may  be  made  at  first,   but  that 
after    the    1,016    families    that    will    go    to    live 
in     this     project    are    settled    there,    that    one 
year  from  today  each  and   every  councilor  will 
say  "Amen"   to  that  project.     Now,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent,   if   that  is   so,  I   want  to   stand  up   on   it. 
I   want   to    back   up    the   President   of   our   na- 
tion.    I    want    to    stand    shoulder    to    shoulder 
with     that     splendid     representative     of .   New 
York    who    first    came   here  ,in    the   third    class 
of    a    ship,    Senator    Robert   Wagner,    who    has 
made  a  close  political  study  of  this  slum  ques- 
tion.    And  Mr.   President,   instead  of  objecting 
to   this   motion   asking  the  Mayor   to   take  part 
in    what   may    prove   eventually    to    be    dilatory 
tactics,   I   say   Godspeed   to   it.     Let   us   help    it 
along  and  let  us   not  try  to  place  impediments 
in    the   pathway   of   this   attempt   that   is   being 
made    to    give    people    in    Boston    better    homes 
to  live  in.     Now  while  you  and  I  live,  we  will 
be    unable    to    tackle    the    slum    problem    in    a 
major     way.     Only     here     and     there    can     we 
pick   away   at   it.     Life  is   short  and   its   sacri- 
fices  are  legion.     You   and  I   have  never   seen 
a    day    where   half    the   poor    people    in    Boston 
had   no   proper  homes   to  live   in,   but   we   have 
been    very    backward    on    this    slum    clearance 
problem.     Europe   is    thirty   years   ahead   of   us 
on      it.     The      German      Chancellor      Bismarck 
started     the     idea.     I     have    been     all     through 
Europe  on  the  matter  of  this  slum  problem.     I 
have   seen    the   American    slum   clearance   proj- 
ects.    They    are    in    line    with    liberal    thought 
throughout   the   world;   and  that   South   Boston 
project,    go    ahead    and    throw    stones    at    it; 
go    ahead    and   criticize    it,   but   remember   this, 
that    you    are    throwing    stones    at    an    attempt 
that    is    being   made    to   lift    up    people,    to   lift 
Up  children  who  have  never  known  what  a  good 
house    was    in    all    their    lives. 


278 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


Coun.  PEiTBR  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  do  not  desire  to  take  issue  with  the 
councilor  who  has  drawn  the  conditions  and 
made  us  open  our  eyes  somewhat,  but  at  this 
South  Boston  project,  I  will  throw  stones  at 
it.  First  of  all  this  property  is  built  upon 
dump  land ;  and  then  there  is  absolutely  no 
guarantee  that  the  rooms  in  these  houses  will 
average  $7  a  room.  The  councilor  from  Hyde 
Park  spoke  of  his  longshoreman  friend  who 
has  two  children  and  who  is  going  into  a  four- 
room  flat  there.  I  would  like  to  know  where 
the  children  of  the  longshoreman  and  his  wife 
and  himself  are  going  to  be  comfortable  in 
that    space. 

Coun.  NORTON — May  I  answer  that  ques- 
tion? 

The   PRESIDENT — Councilor    Norton. 

Coun.  NORTON — The  longshoreman  and  his 
wife  and  two  children  are  going  to  have  ample 
living  space  in  a  home  of  four  rooms.  In 
the  middle  room  two  of  the  children  will 
sleep.  They  are  going  to  have  a  comfortable 
room.  It  will  not  be  cold  or  full  of  rats  or 
bugs.  It  is  going  to  be  a  proper  home  for 
them,  and  I  wan_t  to  help  him  to  get  into 
that    home. 

Coun.  PETER  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  still  does  not  answer  it.  It  sounds 
more  like  an  unexpected  visit  from  relatives 
that  he  did  not  expect  to  hear  from.  (Laugh- 
ter.) Mr.  President  on  this  particular  South 
Boston  project,  it  was  supposed  to  be  slum 
clearance,  and  all  that  I  have  heard  in  the 
particular  place  is  that  no  one  desires  the 
responsibility  of  pointing  out  any  particular 
part  of  Boston  that  is  called  a  slum  area. 
Any  particular  district  that  they  pick  out 
as  a  slum  district,  the  elected  officials  and 
the  respectable  citizens  of  that  community 
raise  the  clamor  that  their  particular  section 
is  not  a  slum  district.  I  do  not  know  of 
any  slum  districts  in  Boston.  I  do  know, 
however,  that  the  project  in  South  Boston  is 
in  direct  competition  with  the  home  owners 
and  the  property  owners  in  my  district.  I  do 
know  that  the  applicants  for  those  apartments 
must  guarantee  that  they  have  a  steady  job. 
I  do  know  that  they  must  expect  to  be  able 
to  pay  the  rent.  Why,  in  that  South  Boston 
project,  I  will  take  the  councilor  over  there, 
and  if  the  councilor  will  let  us  dig  into  the 
cellar,  he  and  I  will  go  home  With  a  pailful 
of  clams.  (Laughter.)  It  is  one'  of  the  worst 
holes  they  could  have  picked  out  for  a  so- 
called  building  project  or  slum  clearance.  I 
am  for  relieving  the  people.  I  am  for  re- 
lieving those  who  have  children  who  are 
under-nourished,  whose  parents  have  no  money, 
for  the  widow  with  a  child  who  is  not  able 
to  bring  it  into  a  proper  house.  I  have  been 
the  victim  of  a  so-called  tenement  section, 
the  victim  of  an  unhealthy  area,  and  therefore 
I  am  the  last  one  in  the  world  to  knock 
down  any  project  to  relieve  the  poor  and  un- 
der-nourished children.  But  let  us  be  sensible 
about  this  and  let  us  realize  that  this  City 
of  Boston  of  ours  is  $21,000,000  in  debt  and 
when  we  go  after  a  slum  clearance  project, 
let  us  go  after  it  in  an  intelligent  manner. 
Let  us  go  at  it  right  and  let  us  go  into  a 
sulb-standard  area  and  not  call  it  a  slum  area 
and  let  us  reconstruct  that  area  and  plant 
trees  and  grass  and  gardens,  in  order  that 
people  can  live  there.  But  above  all,  let 
us  make  that  rent  $3  a  room  so  that 
it    really    will    benefit    the    poor. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  have  been 
interested  to  hear  the  discussion  on  both  sides 
concerning  this  housing  proposition.  I  share 
with  the  other  councilor  from  Dorchester  the 
desire  that  persons  living  in  so-called  sub- 
standard areas  may  live  in  improved  and  ap- 
proved apartments.  I  was  born  not  so  very 
many  streets  from  Old  Harbor  Village,  in  one 
of  the  three-tfamily  houses  over  there  on  the 
first  street,  a  house  which  is  still  standing,  and 
the  people  that  live  there  are  well  nourished, 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  the  owner  of  that 
three-faimily  house  will  see  it  thrown  on  the 
market  or  taken  over  for  unpaid  taxes,  if 
many  more  of  these  model  family  housing 
projects   enter   into    competition   with    the   tax- 


payers. My  impression  was  not  that  welfare 
families  were  going  to  be  housed  in  these 
1,016  apartments.  My  impression  was  that 
a  large  number  of  the  apartments  will  run 
into  at  least  $30  a  month,  which  is  the  price 
for  which  you  could  hire  a  very  fair  flat  or 
apartment  in  Dorchester  and  in  other  resi- 
dential sections  of  the  City  of  Boston.  I  want 
to  see  the  poor,  if  this  is  primarily  intended 
for  the  poor,  given  every  opportunity  to  have 
electric  refrigerators  and  heat,  but  I  have 
in  mind  the  fact  that  it  costs  over  $70,000,000 
to  operate  the  City  of  Boston  and  with  all  due 
respect  to  the  great  minds  in  Washington, 
we  cannot  pay  for  a  Police  Department  and 
a  Fire  Department  and  for  the  good  old  Boston 
City  Hall  and  for  schools  and  for  garbage 
collection  with  German  marks  or  Russian 
rubles,  although,  before  we  get  done,  I  guess 
we  will  have  some  money,  following  along 
about  the  same  line.  The  thing  that  bothers 
me  is  this :  The  Government  of  the  United 
States,  besides  originally  constructing  these 
1,016  apartments,  plans  to  operate  them  from 
now  until  you  and  I  are  dead,  by  a  direct 
Government  subsidy.  Of  course,  that  is  one 
thing,  but  the  thing  that  bothers  me  is  the 
fact  that  once  this  Old  Harbor  project,  or  any 
i.f  these  housing  projects,  are  turned  over 
to  the  people,  or  are  opened  up,  the  expense 
of  police  protection  and  fire  protection  and 
these  other  municipal  services  that  we  have 
spoken  of,  if  we  give  it  free  to  that  section 
and  to  another  project  in  West  Roxbury,  and 
another  project  in  Hyde  Park  and  to  another 
project  in  East  Boston,  and  perhaps  another 
project  in  Dorchester,  that  cost  will  be  charged 
back  against  the  85,000  people  who  own 
property  elsewhere  in  Boston,  and  I  person- 
ally believe  that  it  is  an  economic  situation 
which  faces  the  City  of  Boston,  bankrupt  as 
it  is,  more  than  any  other  city  in  Massachu- 
setts, any  way.  And  when  my  brother  from 
Dorchester  referred  to  the  521,000,000  we  are 
in  debt  in  the  City  of  Boston,  he  referred, 
of  course,  to  the  fact  that  we  owe  $21,000,000 
for  the  current  bills  of  the  last  five  years,  plus 
the  $135,000,000  that  we  owe  on  bonds  that 
are  outstanding:  and  I  say  that,  on  the  present 
set-up  of  the  Old  Har%or  project  and  these 
other  housing  projects,  however  glorious  the 
plans  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
may  be,  they  will  drive  the  City  of  Boston  and 
the  city  of  Cambridge,  and  the  various  other 
cities  of  this  Commonwealth  into  bankruptcy 
unless  they  are  directly  subsidized  by  those  in 
Washington  who  had  the  splendid  idea  in  the 
first  place.  Furthermore,  so  far  as  the  people 
of  Boston  are  concerned,  and  so  far  as  the 
people  of  West  Roxbury  and  Dorchester  and 
Hyde  Park  and  East  Boston  are  concerned, 
we  cannot  give  free  municipal  service  on  that 
kind   of  competition. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN— Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  this  order  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on    Rules. 

The  PRESIDENT— Councilor  Kerrigan  moves 
that  the  order  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules. 

Coun.  NORTON— The  councilor  from  Dor- 
chester made  a  statement  that  may  be  correct 
and  it  sounded  dramatic  enough  that  he  and 
I  could  go  over  to  the  South  Boston  project 
and  dig  in  the  cellars  there  and  get  a  pail- 
ful of  clams.  That  may  Ibe  so.  And  you 
may  be  able  to  get  a  pailful  of  something  else 
also.  (Laughter)  Now  you  can  throw  stones 
at  this  project,  you  can  find  flaws  in  it,  I 
admit,  and  there  are  plenty  of  errors  that 
have  been  made  on  it.  I  admit  that,  too  ;  but 
then  I  remember  what  is  in  back  of  this 
whole  thing,  the  land  and  the  opportunity 
to  give  proper  housing  to  a  few  of  our  poorer 
people  who  are  not  now  properly  housed. 
Now.  Mr.  President,  another  claim  made  by 
the  councilor  from  Dorchester  is  that  there 
are  no  slum  areas  in  Boston,  and  I  am  not 
going  to  add  to  that.  You  know  whether 
or  not  there  are  slum  districts  here.  Your 
sense,  your  own  common  sense,  tells  you 
whether  or  not  there  are  in  Boston  today 
families  living  in  homes  that  are  unfit  for 
human    hablitation,    and    I    am    speaking   of   no 
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particular  district  when  I  say  that.  This  proj- 
ect 'was  eonstruced  in  South  Boston,  but 
that  does  not  mean  that  South  Boston  has 
slum  areas.  People  have  gone  from  all  over 
the  city  to  live  there.  It  was  placed  there 
because  the  South  Boston  Strandway  is  one 
of  the  finest  areas  in  this  city.  It  is  close 
to  the  schools.  It  is  close  to  the  business 
section.  It  is  close  to  the  factory  section 
and  it  is  close  to  the  schools  and  the  children 
will  have  a  chance  to  get  a  marvelous  beach 
and  fresh  air  in  the  summer  time.  In  my 
opinion  it  is  the  finest  part  of  Boston,  right 
over  there  where  this  project  has  been  placed, 
for  a  family  to  Ibe  brought  up.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  eventually  these  rents  may  be 
granted,  of  $5  a  room  or  $4  a  room.  I 
understand  the  policy  of  the  Government  is 
to  find  out  what  the  people  can  pay,  and 
then  to  write  off  the  difference.  That  is  what 
is  going  on  in  many  of  the  big  cities  of  the 
whole  country. 

Coun.  WIUSON — At  whose  expense? 
Coun.  NORTON — At  whose  expense?  Who 
pays  for  the  police  and  the  fire  protection 
and  the  schools  ?  The  people  that  can  afford 
to  pay  for  them.  They  pay  the  bills.  That 
was  the  doctrine  of  Old  Horace  Mann,  the 
first  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education.  It 
was  the  hardest  question  that  man  had  tc 
anslwer  -when  he  demanded  public  schools 
that  they  then  called  "Pauper  schools"  be- 
cause they  were  free,  and  it  was  because 
of  his  insistence  that  you  and  I  re- 
ceived an  education.  It  was  the  hardest  ques- 
tion that  man  ever  answered.  "Who  is  going  to 
pay  for  these  public  schools  ?  Who  will  pay  for 
these  public  schools  ?"  He-was  the  first  Secretary 
of  our*  Massachusetts  IState  Board  of  Education 
and  he  served  for  three  terms,  1846,  1847  and 
18^'8.  Our  schools1  are1  Igoing  down  in.  the  history 
of  this  nation  as  one  of  our  glories ;  but 
every  teacher  in  Boston  University  and  Boston 
College  and  Harvard  must  remember  what 
Horace  Mann  wrote,  and  Horace  Mann  tells 
us  that,  as  he  went  around  this  Common- 
wealth, the  hardest  question  that  he  had  to 
answer  was,  "Who  will  pay  for  these  schools?" 
And  the  man  who  had  no  children  and  who 
had  $1,000,000  invariably  said,  "Why  should 
T  pay  for  the  education  of  the  children  of 
that  man  over  there?  I  have  no  children. 
Are  you  going  to  tax  me  for  the  public  schools 
to  educate  Mike  Gallagher's  children?"  And 
the  rank  and  file  of  that  group  said,  "Why 
should  that  man  pay  for  the  education  of 
some  one  else's  kids  ?"  That  was  the  argu- 
ment  that  Horace  Mann  had  to  answer,  and  * 
we  still  have  those  who  can  pay.  Well,  the 
fellow  is  going  to  pay.  We  are  going  to  take 
that  money  from  the  place  where  the  money 
is  ;   from   the   people  who   have   it. 

Coun.  WILSON — Well,  what  are  you  going 
to   do   when   it  is   all   gone? 

Coun.  NORTON — Just  a  minute  now. 
(Laughter.)  There  is  quite  a  little  left  here 
yet,    yes,    sir.      (Laughter.) 

The  PRESIDENT— The  Council  will  be  in 
order. 

Coun.  NORTON— There  is  quite  a  little  of  it 
left.  It  is  not  all  gone  yet.  It  is  true  that  we 
have  a  debt  of  $136,000,000.  We  have  got  a  ter- 
riffic  tunnel  and  subway  debt  that  will  fall  on 
us,  and  we  have  $21,000,000  for  the  first  time  in 
history  for  the  last  few  years,  borrowed  for 
current  expenses.  Nevertheless,  we  are  dis- 
cussing now  where  the  money  will  come  from 
that  makes  up  this  deficit  on  that  Govern- 
ment housing  project.  It  will  come  out  of 
the  general  taxation,  and  incidentally  through 
the  State  and  the  Federal  Governments.  We 
are  going  to  get  assistance  on  that.  Now' 
for  the  purpose  of  the  record,  Mr.  President, 
the  present  Congressman  from  Somerville, 
Arthur  Healey,  introduced  in  the  Congress  of 
this  nation,  and  it  passed  the  Congress,  what 
is  known  as  the  Healey  bill.  That  bill  will 
allow  the  National  Government  to  pay  service 
charges  to  each  city  where  they  erect  housing 
projects  of  this  kind,  in  lieu  of  taxes.  Now 
that  law  has  not  been  abrogated  as  yet,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  the  National  Govern- 
ment cannot,  or  will  not,  according  to  my  own 


limited  comprehension,  meet  these  service 
charges  in  lieu  of  taxation.  It  is  rather  in- 
congruous to  have  the  Federal  Government 
pay  taxes  to  the  local  government  for  such 
things  as  I  have  listed  above,  and,  in  order 
to  accomplish  that  purpose,  the  Healey  bill 
was  passed  by  Congress,  allowing  such  service 
Charges  to  be  paid  by  the  Federal  Government 
to  the  various  city  governments,  where  these 
projects  have  been  raised.  Now,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, nobody  wants  to  interfere  with  a  man 
or  a  woman  who  owns  an  apartment.  Let 
us  get  this  clear.  We  all  agree  that  a  person 
who  owns  private  property,  we  should  not  in- 
terfere with  it.  We  should  not  allow  an  apart- 
ment block  in  here  with  fifty  apartments  let 
to  fifty  families,  to  have  those  families  taken 
from  the  property  of  the  private  owners  and 
put  in  a  Government  project.  We  all  agree 
to  that,  and  the  Federal  Government  agrees  to 
that.  There  is  a  unanimity  of  opinion  amongst 
these  slum  clearance  experts  from  the  English 
expert  to  our  own  John  Carroll,  which  will 
positively  forbid — and  very  wisely — that  we 
will  ever  interfere  with  a  three-decker  here, 
or  an  apartment  block  there.  We  will  not 
take  the  families  out  of  there,  but  we  will 
take  them  from  places  where  two  or  three 
families  live  in  two  or  three  rooms  in  a  house 
that  is  not  big  enough  or  not  properly  built, 
or  not  heated.  We  will  take  those  families 
from  houses  that  are  now  called  sub-standard 
houses,  and  that  has  already  been  done  in 
New  York  City.  The  real  estate  exchanges 
of  New  York  City  have  watched  that  project 
now  under  a  microscope,  from  the  standpoint 
of  interference  with  taxable  property.  Why 
can  we  not  do  the  same  thing  here?  Members 
of  the  Council,  get  interested  in  this.  This 
is  going  to  come  whether  or  not  you  or  I  like 
it.  It  is  already  here,  in  fact.  Europe,  as 
I  said,  is  thirty  to  fifty  years  ahead  of  us 
on  it..  It  is  one  of  the  national  disgraces. 
One  third  of  our  nation,  as  our  President  has 
said,  is  ill  housed.  Now  you  can  find  one 
or  more  reasons  why  that  place  in  South 
Boston  should  be  condemned,  but  remember 
who  you  are  condemning  and  remember  the 
idea  that  you  are  condemning  and  let  us  all  re- 
member this :  That  for  four  years  before  this 
project  was  built  over  there,  the  taxes  had 
not  been  paid  on  that  land  to  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  am  glad 
we  have  got  this  all  ironed  out  at  last,  because 
if  I  remember  back  correctly  through  the 
maze  of  discussion,  that  was  what  my  original 
order  referred  to,  and  that  the  City  of  Boston 
shall  find  out  just  how  it  stands  under  the 
Healey  bill  and  just  what  remuneration  we 
are  going  to  get  for  the  services  that  will  be 
rendered  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Old  Harbor 
Village  project. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  KERRIGAN  the  order 
was   referred    to   the   Committee   on   Rules. 


REIMBURSEMENT    OF    POLICEMAN. 

Coun.    WILSON    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  of  Boston  reimburse 
Patrolman  Thomas  G.  Supple  of  Division  11 
for  hospital  expenses  incurred  at  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  and  paid  by  him  as  the  result 
of  bullet  wounds  received  while  in  the  per- 
formance of  Ills  duty  on  or  about  April  20, 
1037. 

The  PRESIDENT— Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee  on    Claims. 

Coun.  WILSON— Was  that  the  Supple  order, 
Mr.    President?     I    was    not  listening? 

The  PRESIDENT—  Yes ;  referred  to  the 
Committee   on    Claims. 

Coun.  WILSON— With  reference  to  that 
order,  in  spite  of  the  character  of  it,  I 
realize  that  it  is  a  matter  that  goes  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  but,  .if  possible,  I  desire 
the  feeling  of  the  Council  on  the  matter. 
As  I  understand  I  he  facto,  this  Officer  Sup. 
pie  was  the  officer  that  was  shot  while  per- 
forming his  duly  Ixst  April.  He  went  to  the 
City  Hospital  and  was  treated,  and  a  charge 
was   made  there  and   he  paid   the  charge.     He 
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thereby  set  a  very  good  example,  but  I  believe 
and  the  members  of  the  Council  and  the  tax- 
payers, I  am  sure,  believe  that,  as  this  ex- 
pense was  incurred  by  Officer  Supple  at  the 
City  Hospital  getting  over  the  gunshot  wounds 
that  he  received  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty,  it  should  be  borne  by  the  city.  I 
thought  that  the  Committee  on  Claims  might 
be  assisted  by  an  expression  of  feeling  by 
this  Council,  if  it  is  unanimous,  that  the 
city  is  responsible. 

"The  PRESIDENT— The  matter  is  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims.  They  will  connect 
it   up,  I   have  no  doubt. 


INSURANCE   POLICIES  IN   OLD  AGE 
ASSISTANCE. 

Coun.    ROSENBERG   offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Wel- 
fare be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  instruct  the  Old  Age  Assistance  Division 
to  refrain  from  requesting  any  applicant  for 
old  aire  assistance  to  cancel  or  reduce  his 
or  her  life  insurance  without  first  making 
sure  that  said  applicant  is  eligible  for  old  age 
assistance,  and  if  eligible  and  insurance  is 
being  paid  by  some  one  else,  that  the  ap- 
plicant  receive   old   age   assistance. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG— Mr.  President,  I  am 
led  to  introduce  this  order,  Mr.  President,  in 
view  of  the  facts  of  certain  information  that 
came  to  my  attention  during  the  past  week. 
As  I  understand  it,  several  of  the  applicants 
who  applied  for  old  age  assistance  are  urged 
to  cancel  their  insurance,  or  receive  a  cash 
refund  of  a  certain  amount,  to  which  they  are 
eligible  under  the  old  age  assistance  act. 
During  the  investigation  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  applicant  will  be  eligible  to  receive  the  old 
age  assistance,  he  is  supposed  to  cancel  his 
life  insurance  policy.  A  gentleman  of  the  age 
of  seventy  fold  me  a  few  weeks  ago  that 
he  was  requested  by  the  Old  Age  Assistance 
Division  to  cancel  his  insurance,  in  order  that 
he  might  be  eligible  for  the  aid,  and  after 
the  case  was  under  investigation  for  four  and 
a  half  months,  he  received  a  notification  that 
he  was  ,not  eligible  to  receive  the  old  age 
assistance.  I  believe  that  the  Overseers  of 
the  Public  Welfare  should  instruct  the  Insur- 
ance Department  not  to  force  these  elderly 
people  who  have  held  on  to  their  insurance 
for  years,  to  cancel  the  policies  and  then  after- 
wards notify  them  that  they  are  not  eligible 
to  receive  aid  ;  with  a  further  statement  of  the 
fact  that  those  persons  who  are  insured  in 
a  certain  sum,  probably  just  enough  to  pay 
for  burial  expenses,  I  do  not  believe  that  they 
should  be  deprived  from  receiving  old  age 
assistance,  and  I  trust  that  on  the  passage 
of  this  act,  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Wel- 
fare will  see  that  the  insurance  division 
refrains  from  cancelling  these  insurance 
policies,  unless  they  are  satisfied  that  the 
applicants  are  not  eligible  to  receive  old  age 
assistance. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules. 


CHARLESTOWN    BUS    LINE. 

Coun.    MELLEN   offered   the   following. 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  whether  or  not  the 
bus  line  now  being  operated  between  City 
square,  ■Oharlestmvn,  and  Chelsea  square, 
Chelsea,  is  legally  entitled  to  run  along  the 
route  upon  which  it  is  now  being  operated. 

Passed  under  a  suspension   of   the   rules. 


UNION   FREIGHT  RAILROAD   FRANCHISE. 

Coun.  MELLBN  offered  the  following  : 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
directed,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
submit  to  the  City  Council  forthwith  a  copy 
of  the  franchise  of  the  Union  Freight  Rail- 
road   Company. 

Passed   under   a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


RECESS. 

For  the  purpose  of  going  into  Executive 
Session  the  Council  took  a  recess  at  3.50  p.  m. 
and  reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber  and 
were  called  to  order  by  the  PRESIDENT  at 
5.15   p.   m. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  DOWD,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted   the  following: 

1.  Report  on  the  petition  of  Theresa  Mc- 
Kenria  (referred  today) — recommending  the 
passage  of   the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for 
Laborers  be  authorized  and  requested  to  re- 
tire, under  the  provisions  of  chapter  413  of 
the  Acts  of  1911,  as  most  recently  amended 
by  chapter  63  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1915, 
Theresa  McKenna,  employed  in  the  labor  service 
of    the    Hospital    Department. 

Report  accepted  ;  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  the  message  and  order  (re- 
ferred June  14)  authorizing  the  sale  of  pigs  at 
Deer  Island — recommending  the  passage  of 
the  order   in   a   new  draft,  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Penal  Institutions  Com- 
missioner be  authorized  to  sell  at  public  sale, 
to  the  highest  bidder,  the  surplus  stock  of 
pigs  at  the  House  of  Correction,  Deer  Island, 
amounting   to   approximately   20,000   pounds. 

Report   accepted  :    order   passed. 

3.  Report  on  the  message  and  orders  (re- 
ferred today)  authorizing  various  departmental 
transfers — that   the  orders  ought   to  pass. 

Report  accepted ;  orders  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays  0. 

4.  Report  on  the  message  and  order  (re- 
ferred today)  for  the  transfer  of  $3,500  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  Traffic  Department — 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays    0. 

5.  Report  on  the  message  and  order  (re- 
ferred today)  amending  grant  agreement  for 
South  Boston  High  School — that  the  order 
LUght     to     pass. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays    0. 

6.  Report  on  the  message  and  order  (re- 
ferred today)  for  a  loan  of  $450,000  for 
sewerage  works — recommending  the  passage  of 
the  order   in    a    new   draft  as  follows : 

Ordered.  That  under  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion 1  of  chapter  178  of  the  Acts  of  1930  and 
.section  5  of  chapter  224  of  the  Acts  of  1936, 
the  sum  of  $25,000  be,  and  the  same  hereby 
is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  for  the  Construction  of  Sewerage 
Works,  and  that  the  City  Treasurer  be  au- 
thorized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted. 
The  order  submitted  by  the  Mayor  for  a  loan 
of   $450,000   was   rejected. 

The  order  for  a  loan  of  $25,000,  recom- 
mended by  the  committee,  was  read  once  and 
passed,    yeas    17,    nays — Coun.    Shattuck — 1. 

Coun.   DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion 1  of  chapter  178  of  the  Acts  of  1930  and 
section  5  of  chapter  224  of  the  Acts  of  1936, 
the  sum  of  $425,000  be,  and  the  same  hereby 
is.  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  for  the  Construction  of  Sewerage 
Works,  and  that  the  City  Treasurer  be  au- 
thorized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  re- 
quest of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness    of    the   city    to   said    amount. 

Referred   to  the   Committee  on   Finance. 


CLAIMS  REPORTS. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,    submitted    the    following : 

1.  Report  on  the  petition  of  Arthur  Kit- 
chin  (referred  May  24) — recommending  the 
passage    of    the    following : 
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Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twelve  dollars 
and  sixty-five  cents  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Arthur  Kitchin  in  reimbursement  for  amount 
of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  truck  be- 
longing to  the  Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works 
Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Contingent   Fund. 

2.  Report  on  the  petition  of  John  F. 
Nolan  (referred  June  14) — recommending  the 
passage   of   the   following : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  eighty-five  dol- 
lars ($85)  foe  allowed  and  paid  to  John  F. 
Nolan  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execu- 
tion issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging 
to  the  Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works  De- 
partment, said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Con- 
tingent   Fund. 

3.  Rpeort  on  the  petition  of  John  J.  Fraz'er 
(referred  June  14) — recommending  the  pass- 
age   of    the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
twelve  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents  ($112.35) 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  John  J.  Frazier  in  re- 
imbursement for  amount  of  execution  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator 
of  motor  apparatus  belonging  to  the  Fire 
Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Contingent   Fund. 

4.  Report  on  the  petition  of  Angel  Luper 
(referred  June  14) — recommending  the  pass- 
age  of   the   following  : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
twenty-five  dollars  ($125)  be  allowed  and  paid 
to  Angel  Luper  in  reimbursement  for  amount 
of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  be- 
longing to  the  Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works 
Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Contingent   Fund. 

5.  Report    on    the    petition    of     Charles     E. 
Lennon    (referred  June  7) — recommending  the. 
pass'age   of    the   following : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dol- 
lars and  sixty-five  cents  ($25.65)  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  Charles  E.  Lennon  in  reimburse- 
ment for  amount  of  execution  issued  against 
him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a 
,raotor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contin- 
gent Fund. 

6.  Report  on  the  petition  of  William  E. 
Donoghue  (referred  June  7) — recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars be  allowed  and  paid  to  William  E.  Dono- 
ghue in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execu- 
tion issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts 
as  operator  of  a  motor  trucJk  belonging  to  the 
Water  Division,  Public  Works  Department, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent 
Fund. 

7.  Report  on  the  petition  of  WiUiam  E. 
Donoghue  (referred  June  7) — recommending 
the    passage    of   the    following : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars be  allowed  and  paid  to  William  E.  Dono- 
ghue in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execu- 
tion issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  truck  belonging 
to  the  Water  Division,  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Con- 
tingent   Fund. 

8.  Report  on  the  petition  of  Francis  C. 
O'Laughlin  (referred  June  14) — recommending 
the   passage   of   the   following : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifty-two  dollars 
and  twenty  cents  ($52.20)  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  Francis  C.  O'Laughlin  in  reimburse- 
ment for  amount  of  judgment  issued  against 
him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a 
motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Sanitary  Divi- 
sion, Public  Works  Department,  said  sum  to 
be    charged    to    the    Contingent    Fund. 

Reports    accepted  ;    orders    severally    passed. 


REPAIRS,      COLUMBUS     AVENUE     PLAY- 
GROUND. 

Coun.    HARRIS   offered    the   following: 
Ordered     That     the    Park     Commissioner    be 
directed,     through     his     Honor     the    Mayor,     to 


make  necessary  repairs  and  improvements 
to  the  baseball  diamond  and  tennis  courts  at 
the  Columbus  Park  Playground  on  Columbus 
avenue,    Ward    9. 

Passed   under   a  suspension   of  the  rules. 


MUNICIPAL    BUILDING,    WARD    9. 

Coun.  HARRIS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
have  the  Municipal  Building  at  the  corner  of 
West  Brookline  street  and  Shawmut  avenue 
open  from  9  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m. 

Passed   under  a  suspension  of   the  rules. 


NEXT    MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  AGNEW  it  was  voted 
that  when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet 
on  Monday,  July  12,  1937,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m. 


HONORING     JUDGE     BRANDEIS. 

Coun.  NORTON,  BRACKMAN  and  ROSEN- 
BERG   offered    the    following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  naming  a  suitable 
street  or  other  "public  (Property  in  Boston  after 
Justice   Louis   Demhitz   Brandeis. 

Passed  under   a  suspension   of   the  rules. 


AIR-CONDITIONING,  CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Coun.    NORTON   offered    the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider 
the  advisability  of  conferring  with  the  trustees 
of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  relative  to  air- 
conditioning  a   few   floors   of   certain   buildings. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  I  have  in- 
troduced that  order  each  year  for  several  years. 
I  would  like  to  see  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
air-condition  several  of  the  floors  of  the  new 
building  because  you  know  how  tough  it  is 
on  the  people  there  during  the  hot  weather. 
This  will  keep  down  the  temperature  at  the 
City    Hospital. 

Coun.  DOHERTY — Mr.  President,  speaking 
in  behalf  of  that  order,  introduced  by  the  coun- 
cilor of  Ward  18,  I  know  one  place  in  Bos- 
ton that  I  believe  should  be  air-conditioned, 
and  I  have  been  trying  to  have  it  air-condi- 
tioned. That  is  the  X-Ray  Department  of 
the  City  Hospital.  That  is  one  particular 
place,  I  think,  the  trustees  should  have  air-con- 
ditioned, because  patients  are  taken  down  there 
in  the  summertime  and  wait  on  the  litter  to  be 
X-rayed,  and  it  is  pretty  hot  there  at  certain 
times   of   the   year. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the   rules. 


ACCIDENTS    TO    SCHOOL    CHILDREN. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider 
the  advisability  of  conferring  with  the  Police 
Commissioner  and  members  of  the  Boston 
School  Committee  relative  to  working  out  a 
program  for  the  schools  this  fall  having  to 
do  with  cutting  down  the  number  of  school 
children     involved     in    auto    accidents. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  along  that 
line  may  I  say  that  the  cliairman  of  the 
School  Committee,  Mr.  Frederick  R.  Sullivan, 
has  instituted  a  safety  program  that  has 
done  an  admirable  job  and  tests  showing  the 
rate  of  aceidents  and  type  of  accidents  and 
where  they  occur,  and  he  has  taken  steps, 
for  the  next  school  season,  in  connection  with 
the-  Police  Department,  to  prevent  such  ac- 
cidents. 
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Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  compli- 
ment Mr.  Sullivan  on  that  accident  campaign. 
He  has  done  a  good  job  as  chairman  of  the 
School  Committee.  I  happened  to  go  into  the 
L  Street  Bath  House  and  there  was  a  police 
car  there  and  he  was  talking  to  me  about 
the  safety  campaign,  and  he  seemed  to  think 
that  some  of  the  officials  do  not  think  this 
prevention  work  amounts  to  very  much.  As 
far  as  I  can  get  the  angle  on  the  prevention 
work,  it  is  a  very  important  thing,  and  I 
think  the  police  could  cooperate  very  well 
■with  the  school  officials  on  it,  and  the  Traffic 
Department  and  the  other  departments  inter- 
ested. As  I  go  to  the  train  each  morning, 
there  is  a  little  fellow  at  one  of  the  schools 
who  directs  the  traffic  and  it  is  marvellous. 
I  suppose  in  some  of  the  other  schools  they 
would  not,  perhaps,  have  a  youngster  of  that 
type;  and  this  order  will  give  a  little  publicity 
to  the  fact  that  education  is  a  good  thing, 
and  these  officials  of  the  schools  and  the  city 
officials,  if  they  collaborate  on  it,  it  might 
do  something  to  cut  down  that  rate  of  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  children  that  we  have  killed  each 
year,  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age,  in 
contact    with    automobiles. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the    rules. 


W.    P.    A.    EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider 
the  advisability  of  conferring  with  W.  P.  A. 
officials  to  impress  upon  them  the  fact 
that  W.  P.  A.  employees  with  dependents 
should  be  given  every  consideration  in  The 
matter    of    employment. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


PARKING   SPACE   UNDER   COMMON. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider 
the  advisability  of  having  a  study  made  rel- 
ative to  the  possibility"  and  advisability  of  tun- 
neling under  the  Boston  Common,  said  area  to 
be  used  as  a  parking  space.  Also  that  the 
Mayor  consider  having  a  similar  study  made 
relative  to  using  certain  vacant  lots  in  Bos- 
ton  for   parking   purposes. 

Passed   under    suspension   of   the  rule. 


MANAGER    OF    WHITE    FUND. 

Coun.    NORTON   offered    the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider 
the  advisability  of  conferring  with  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund  Committee  relative  to 
the  appointment  of  a  temporary  manager  of 
the    fund    for    the    balance   of    the   year. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  we  have 
had  managers  of  the  George  R.  White  Fund 
for  many  years.  We  have  had  the  late  George 
Phelan  and  General  Logan,  and  nothing  such 
as  has  been  disclosed  here  in  the  past  few 
months  has  ever  taken  place  under  those 
managers,  in  the  fund  left  by  the  man  who 
made  a  fortune  out  of  manufacturing  Jamaica 
ginger  and  Cuticura  soap,  which  he  left  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  of  Boston.  I  am  ask- 
ing that  the  Mayor  consider  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  manager  for  the  rest  of  the  year, 
in  the  light  of  what  has  been  revealed  in 
the  past  few  weeks  by  the  councilor  from 
Roxbury. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the    rules. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  FINLEY.  at 
'o  :.',:>  \>.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday.  July  12, 
MB7,    at    2    p.    m. 


CITY    OF    BOSTON    PRINTING    DEPARTMENT 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,    July    12,    1937. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2.15  p.  m., 
President  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD  in  the  chair. 

Absent,   Coun.    Brackman,    Norton,   Roberts. 


JURORS  BRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZ- 
GERALD presiding  in  the  absence  of  the 
Mayor,   as  follows : 

Sixty-two  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear   August   2,   1937  : 

John  J.  Bowling,  Jr.,  Ward  1 ;  Joseph  J.  Mc- 
Mullen,  Ward  1  ;  James  Mello,  Ward  1  ;  Ray- 
mond A.  Sampson,  Ward  1 ;  Michael  Thomas 
Roach,  Ward  1  ;  Hugh  A.  Sharpe,  Ward  1 ; 
Ernest  B.  Murray,  Ward  2 ;  Harry  Haney, 
Ward  4  ;  William  Leith,  Ward  4  ;  John  Henry 
Gaewers,  Ward  5 ;  James  Honohan,  Ward  5 ; 
John  W.  Ruby,  Ward  5 ;  John  A.  Bittman, 
Ward  6  ;  Stephen  T.  Costello,  Ward  6  ;  William 
J.  Riley,  Ward  7  ;  William  J.  Wheelock,  Ward 
8  ;  Frank  Boudreau,  Ward  9  ;  Royal  K.  Brown, 
Ward  9  ;  Tyler  Cobb,  Ward  9  ;  John  J.  Cronin, 
Ward  '9 ;  James  A.  Gillis,  Ward  -9 ;  James  G. 
Murphy,  Ward  9 ;  William  L.  Culbert,  Ward 
10 ;  Joseph  V.  Lane,  Ward  10 ;  John  J. 
Morrissey,  Ward  10 ;  James  T.  O'Sullivan, 
Ward  10  ;  Carl  A.  Anderson,  Ward  11 ;  James 
P.  Arnold,  Ward  12 ;  John  T.  Balfour,  Ward 
12 ;  Raymond  S.  Baril,  Ward  12 ;  William  H. 
Brown,  Ward  12 ;  Charles  H.  Whitney,  Ward 
12 ;  Leon  H.  Simpson,  Ward  13 ;  Harold  L. 
Jackson,  Ward  14 ;  Benjamin  Kaplan,  Ward 
14 ;  Jacob  Levy,  Ward  14 ;  Gerald  J.  Mc- 
Carthy, Ward  15 ;  Bartholomew  J.  Morris, 
Ward  15 ;  Frank  L.  Greene,  Ward  16 ;  Fred- 
erick A.  Horton,  Ward  16 ;  Morris  I.  Becker, 
Ward  17 ;  Roy  W.  Buzzell,  Ward  17 ;  John 
J.  Sheedy,  Ward  tt7 ;  Fred  W.  Anders,  Ward 
18 ;  Warren  E.  Berry,  Ward  18 ;  Walter  D. 
Gordon,  Ward  18 ;  Royal  W.  Logan,  Ward 
18 ;  Daniel  P.  O'Neill,  Ward  18 ;  Frederick 
P.  J.  Geiger,  Ward  19;  (Michael  E.  Keane, 
Ward  19 ;  Frank  J.  Moore,  Ward  19 ;  John 
M.  Powers,  Ward  19 ;  John  C.  Schira,  Ward 
19;  John  Erlandsson,  Ward  20;  John  M. 
Luippold,  Ward  20  ;  Norman  A.  Nyquist,  Ward 
20  ;  William  D.  Tilly,  Ward  20  ;  Henry  Taylor, 
Ward  21 ;  William  Welsh,  Ward  21  ;  James 
E.  Williams,  Ward  21 ;  Thomas  J.  Dwyer, 
Ward  22;  William  J.  McLaughlin,  Ward  22. 


REPAIR  OF   HEAD   HOUSE  PIER,  MARINE 
PARK  SOUTH  BOSTON. 

The  following  was  received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  30,  1937. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  desire  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  dangerous  condition  of  the  Head  House 
Pier,  Marine  iPark,  South  Boston.  The  iron 
fence  has  disintegrated,  the  shelter  is  in  need 
of  repairs  as  well  as  the  concrete  walk  on  the 
pier  head,  and  two  new  iron  casings  are  re- 
quired around  the  pier.  The  cost  of  necessary 
repairs  is  $3,500.  It  has  been  necessary  for 
the  Park  Department  to  close  the  pier  until 
such  time  as  money  is  made  available  for  re- 
pairs. I  am  informed  by  the  Park  Commis- 
sioner that  if  funds  are  provided  the  repairs 
can  be  made  and  the  pier  reopened  in  two 
weeks.  I  submit  herewith  an  order  authoriz- 
ing  the  transfer  of   $3,500   from    the   Reserve 


Fund  to  the  Park  Department,  B  item,  and 
respectfully  recommend  its  adoption  by  your 
Honorable  Body. 

Very   truly   yours, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and    hereby   is,    authorized    to    transfer : 

From  the  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund, 
$3,500,  to  the  appropriation  for  Park  Depart- 
ment,   B,    Contractual    Services,    $3,500. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


COST   OF   LAND  COURT  PROCEEDINGS. 
The    following    was    received : 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   July  8,   1937. 
To   the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Corporation  Counsel  relative 
to  your  order  of  May  '3,  1937,  concerning  the 
amount  of  the  total  cash  cost  to  date  incurred 
by  the  city,  through  the  Law  Department,  in 
Land  Court  proceedings  involving  tax-title 
properties  since  October  7,  1935. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,   Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Law   Department,   July   2,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick  W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  received  a  memo- 
randum from  your  office  with  which  was  sub- 
mitted a  copy  of  the  following  order  passed 
by   the  City  Council : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  as  to  the  amount  of 
the  total  cash  cost  to  date  incurred  by  the  city, 
through  the  Law  Department,  in  Land  Court 
proceedings  involving  tax-title  properties  since 
October  7,  1935  : 

a.  With  reference  to  the  first  995  parcels 
forwarded  to  the  Law  Department  for  action. 

b.  All  such  tax-title  proceedings  to  date." 
Upon  receipt  of  said  memorandum,  I  re- 
ferred it  to  the  Tax  Title  Division  of  the  de- 
partment. That  division  has  reported  that,  be- 
tween October  7,  1935,  the  date  referred  to 
in  said  order,  and  May  3,  1937,  the  date 
of  the  passage  of  said  order,  decrees  have 
been  entered  in  the  Land  Court  foreclosing 
tax  titles  held  by  the  city  upon  844  parcels  of 
land.  Decrees  foreclosing  tax  titles  held  by 
the  city  upon  418  parcels  were  entered  prior 
to   that  date. 

An  actual  computation  of  the  cost  of  fore- 
closing each  parcel  did  not  appear  feasible 
and  it  was  believed  that  an  adequate  answer 
to  the  inquiry  of  the  City  Council  could  be 
obtained  by  selecting  at  random  100  parcels, 
tax  titles  upon  which  have  been  foreclosed,  and 
determining  the  actual  costs  in  each  instance. 
The  average  cost  thus  obtained  represents, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Tax  Title  Division,  a  fair 
approximation  of  the  average  cost  of  fore- 
closing  all   the  parcels. 

The  analysis  made  indicates  a  cost  of  ap- 
proximately $23.61  a  parcel.  To  this  should 
be  added  an  allowance  for  office  expense  and 
time  of  an  assistant  corporation  counsel  and 
a  stenographer  and  an  allowance  for  the  city's 
fihare  of  that  part  of  the  cost  of  a  W.  P.  A. 
project  properly  allocable  to  this  work.  It 
is  estimated  that  a  proper  allowance  for  this 
W.  P.  A.  cost  has  averaged  substantially  less 
than   $1   for  each  parcel  foreclosed. 

Respectfully   submitted, 
Henry  E.  Foley,  Corporation  Counsel. 

Placed   on    file. 


FENWAY   AUTO   PARK. 
The  following   were    received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of    the   Mayor,    July    9,    1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I     transmit     herewith     a     letter 
from     the     Board     of     Street     Commissioners 
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relative  to  your  order  of  June  14,  con- 
cerning license  granted  to  Fenway  Auto  Park, 
95    Brookline    avenue. 

"Very  truly   yours, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board    of    Street    Commissioners, 

June    29,    1937. 
Mr.    John    F.    Gilmore,    Jr., 

Assistant     SecretaTy,     Mayor's     Office. 
Subject:     City     Council     order     of     June     14, 
relative     to    license     granted     Fenway     Auto 
Park,    95    Brookline    avenue. 
Dear     Sir, — The     investigation     reveals     that 
no  complaint  was  made  to  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners   against  the   Fenway  Auto   Park 
at    95    Brookline    avenue.     The    attached    order 
from     the     City     Council    was     the    only    com- 
munication    received     by     the     Board     on     this 
matter. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion,  after  considera- 
tion, that  no  action  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  is  necessary  with  regard 
thereto. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Faris   S.   Malouf,    Chairman. 
Placed    on    file. 


REMOVAL    OF    RAGWEED. 
The  'following   were    received : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    July    1,    1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letter  from 
the  Park  Commissioner  and  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  relative  to  your  order 
of  June  18,  concerning  the  removal  of  rag- 
weed along  American  Legion  Highway. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park    Department.    June    23,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 
Dear     Sir, — I     have     your     memorandum     of 
June    21,     with    inclosure,    order    of    the    City 
Council,   relative   to   removal   of    ragweed   along 
American     Legion    Highway,    and    respectfully 
beg  to  inform  you  the  American   Legion   High- 
way  comes   under  the   jurisdiction   of   the   Pub- 
lic   Works    Department. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
William    P.    Long,    Chairman. 

City  of   Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  June  30,   1937. 
Mr.   John   F.   Gilmore,   Jr., 

Assistant    Secretary,    Mayor's    Office. 

Dear  Sir, — I  received  your  communication 
of  June  24,  relative  to  the  order  of  the  City 
Council  dated  June  18,  regarding  the  removal 
of  ragweed  along  American  Legion  Highway, 
together  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Park 
Commissioner,   dated   June  28. 

American  Legion  Highway  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Public  Works  Department  and 
we  realize  that  the  grass  and  ragweed  should 
be  removed,  but  as  the  Council  cut  out  the 
item  whereby  we  were  to  purchase  tools, 
equipment,  etc.,  to  take  care  of  the  lawns, 
we  are  unable  to  go  ahead  with  any  work.  We 
are  doing  what  we  possibly  can  with  hand 
labor,  tout  we  cannot  do  what  should  be  a  good 
job    in    the    maintenance    of    these    lawns. 

In  conclusion,  you  are  informed  that  I  have 
instructed  the  Division  Engineer  to  do  what 
he  can  with  the  limited  force  at  his  command 
and   the   lack   of   money. 

Respectfully   yours, 

E.  M.   Richardson, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed   on    file. 


CLOSING    OF   DUMPS. 
The  f ollowiing   were   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    July    9,    1987. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  letter 
from  the  Health  Commissioner  relative  to  your 
order  of  June  7,  concerning  the  advisability 
of  closing  dumps  off  American  Legion  High- 
way and  Beech  street,  Roslindale. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Health  Department,  July  7,   1937. 
Hon.     Frederick    W.     Mansfield, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  following  quoted  order  of  the 
Boston  City  Council,  passed  June  7,  1937,  and 
referred  to  me  under  date  of  June  21,  for 
"consideration    and    report." 

"Ordered,  That  the  Health  Commissioner 
of  Boston,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
be  requested  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
making  plans  to  close  the  open  dumps  located 
off  American  Legion  Highway,  Roslindale, 
and    off     Beech     street,     Roslindale." 

By  "dumps  off  American  Legion  Highway," 
it  is  assumed  that  reference  is  made  to  land  at 
Lawn  and  Canterbury  streets,  used  by  city 
contractors  as  a  dump  and  owned  by  the 
Legion  Parkway  Development  Corporation  to 
which  the  Health  Commissioner  has,  pursuant 
to  the  City  Ordinances,  issued  a  permit  to 
fill  the  land  and  water  holes  with  household 
refuse,    exclusive   of    "garbage." 

By  the  "dumps  off  Beech  street,"  it  is  as- 
sumed, is  meant  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Wash- 
ington and  Beech  streets,  Roslindale,  owned 
by  Miss  Elizabeth  Kiggen,  to  whom  the  Health 
Commissioner  has  likewise  issued  a  permit  to 
fill  the  bog  holes  and  swamp  with  household 
refuse,  exclusive  of  garbage,  and  is  being  so 
used    under    a   city   contract. 

The  carefully  drawn  conditions  under  which 
such  permits  are  issued  to  land  owners  by 
the  Health  Commissioner  are  shown  by  the 
blank  forms  attached  hereto,  and  which  are 
invariably    used    for    this    purpose. 

In  connection  therewith,  it  is  especially  to 
be  noted  that  the  Health  Commissioner  will 
not  issue  a  permit  for  a  dump  until  the 
adequacy  of  measures  for  fire  protection  is 
approved  by  the  Fire  Commissioner,  and  will 
immediately  revoke  a  dump  permit  without 
notice  on  information  from  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioner that  provisions  for  fire  protection  are 
proving    inadequate. 

Contractors  operating  under  the  terms  of 
city  contracts  for  the  removal  of  refuse  from 
certain  districts  of  the  city  make  their  own 
arrangements  with  the  land  owners  to  dispose 
of  refuse  by  depositing  it  on  the  land  of 
holders  of  Health  Department  permits.  The 
Health  Department  has  no  official  relations 
with  these  city  contractors.  Municipal  refuse 
is  collected,  handled  and  disposed  of  subject 
to  the  terms  of  contracts  drawn  up  by  the 
Public  Works  Department  and  for  the  wording 
of  these  contracts  and  for  the  observance 
of  their  conditions  by  contractors,  the  Pub- 
lic Works  Department  is  definitely  responsible, 
not    the     Health     Department. 

The  people  of  Boston  produce  approximately 
6,000  cubic  yards  of  refuse  for  removal  every 
day.  A  failure  to  collect  a  single  day  by 
reason  of  weather  conditions  means  an  ac- 
cumulation of  12,000  cubic  yards  for  removal. 
Until  Boston  makes  some  other  more  elaborate 
and  more  expensive  provision  for  the  disposal 
of  the  daily  accumulation  of  its  refuse,  dumps 
must  be  provided  for  the  purpose.  Further- 
more, dumps  must  be  located  where  they 
can  serve  as  a  practicable  way  of  disposing 
of  refuse  from  that  part  of  the  city  for  the 
disposal  of  whose  refuse  it  is  necessary  to 
provide.  In  this  connection,  time  required 
by  transportation,  its  cost,  the  accessibility 
of  the  dump  in  winter  and  the  availability 
of  adequate  fire  protection  are  among  the 
practical  considerations  which  dictate  the  lo- 
cation  of  dumps. 
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As  the  general  extension  of  buildings  in  the 
city  and  particularly  because  dumps  have  made 
former  waste  land  available  for  building  pur- 
poses, the  remaining  land  available  for  dumps 
in  Boston  has  become  limited  and  it  is  now 
necessary  to  locate  dumps  nearer  human  habita- 
tions than  formerly.  What  provision  for  new 
dumps  in  the  vicinity  it  would  be  advisable  to 
make,  lin  case  the  present  dumips  ait  Canterbury 
and  Lawn  streets  and  at  Beech  and  Washing- 
ton streets  'were  closed,  is  a  question  for  the 
Public  Works  Department  and  not  the  Health 
Department  to  answer  and  is  a  question  which 
should  be  answered  before  these  dumps  are 
closed.  In  my  opinion,  the  whole  matter  of 
the  continuance  or  closing  of  either,  or  both, 
of  these  dumps  is  something  which  ought  to  be 
left  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to 
determine  in  consideration  of  the  dictates  of 
public  policy  which  I  have  indicated  in  the 
foregoing  ar.d  in  view  of  his  sipecial  need  of 
these  dumps  in  providing  for  the  removal  of 
the  city's  wastes. 

The  Health  Department  would  raise  no  objec- 
tion to  the  closing  of  either  or  both  of  these 
dumips,  although  the  Health  Department  can 
see  no  more  reason  for  closing  these  dumps 
than  for  closing  any  other  dump  in  the  city. 
The  department's  feeling  toward  these  two 
dumps  is,  however,  not  exactly  the  same.  The 
Health  Department  is  interested  in  dumps  be- 
cause they  serve  as  an  effective  remedy,  al- 
though somewhat  unpleasant  for  the  time  be- 
ing for  what  would  otherwise  continue  in- 
definitely as  virtually  a  public  nuisance.  The 
Beech  iStreet  dump  has  nearly  eliminated  a 
stinking  insect-breeding  slough  which  was  serv- 
ing as  an  invitation  to  the  illegal  surreptitious 
dumping  of  all  kinds  of  offensive  material 
there.  The  Health  Department  would  like  to 
6ee  dumping  continued  on  this  land  about  a 
year  longer  until  the  dump  remedy  has  com- 
pleted the  cure.  This  dump  has  been  the  sub- 
ject of  organized  local  agitations  and  protests 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  it  will  increase  all 
land  values  in  the  vicinity  and  is  being  con- 
ducted with  a  compliance  with  the  terms  of  our 
permit  to  the  land  owner  that  furnishes  the 
Health  Commissioner  with  no  justification 
*for   revoking   the  permit. 

The  Canterbury  and  Lawn  street  dump  ds 
likewise  curing  a  bog  hole  insect-breeding 
public  nuisance,  but  has  been  handled  some- 
times with  a  careless  disregard  of  the  terms 
of  our  permit  to  the  owners  of  the  land  and 
which  at  times  has  made  the  remedy  worse 
than  the  disease.  At  such  times  the  Health 
Commissioner  has  notified  the  land  owner  that 
if  conditions  of  the  permit  were  not  complied 
with  at  once,  the  permit  would  be  revoked  and 
the  only  reason  why  the  permit  has  not  been 
revoked  without  notice  at  these  times  was 
because  sulch  action  would  have  seriously  em- 
barrassed the  Public  Works  Department  in  its 
responsibility  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of 
the  city's  refuse. 

A  dump  is  not  a  pleasant  neighbor.  Even 
wet,  disintegrating  clean  paper  cartons  give 
off  a  disagreeable  odor,  but  this  Canterbury  and 
Lawn  street  dump  may  be  taken  to  serve  as  a 
concrete  illustration  of  the  reason  for  much 
of  the  complaint  regarding  Boston  dumps 
generally. 

Boston  has  been  and  is  still  being  built  on 
dumps.  The  sloughs  and  marshes  which  under- 
lie a  large  portion  of  the  present  city  have 
been  gradually  filled  with  the  city's  wastes 
which  have  made  building  practicable.  Such 
areas  could  never  have  been  filled  to  any 
great  extent  with  "clean  fill."  Except  for 
brief  occasional  periods,  'Vlean  fill"  has  been 
too   expensive    in   'Boston  for   general   filling. 

The  chief  complaints  regarding  Boston  dumps 
are  due  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  covering  of 
"clean  fill"  which  by  the  conditions  of  the 
Health  Department  permit  the  land  owner  is 
expected  to  see  is  constantly  maintained  over 
the  waste  material  dumped  on  the  land.  Fail- 
ure to  maintain  a  sufficient  "clean  fill"  cover- 
ing is  not  only  responsible  for  odors,  but  for 
most  dump  fires.  "Clean  fill"  is  expensive  not 
only  because  of  its  scarcity  and  the  market  de- 
mand therefor,  but  because  of  the  cost  of  trans- 


portation from  places  where  it  may  foe  avail- 
able. Naturally,  the  private  contractors  who 
have  secured  contracts  issued  by  competitive 
bidding  to  the  lowest  bidder  tend  to  economize 
with  "clean  fill"  on  dumps.  Neglect  in  level- 
ing and  covering  wastes  with  "clean  fill" 
may  cause  a  positive  odoriferous  nuisance  in 
two  days  and  perhaps  in  addition  a  dump 
fire. 

On  such  occasion  it  has  become  the  local 
custom,  official  and  private,  to  look  to  the 
Health  Department  to  provide  the  remedy 
by  the  clumsy  indirect  method  of  threaten- 
ing to  revoke  or  actually  revoking  the  land 
owner's  permit  to  fill  his  land.  The  contractor 
who  is  actually  responsible  for  an  intolerable 
dump  nuisance  knows  that  the  closing  of  the 
dump  will  embarrass  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment in  the  collection  and  disposal  of  the  city's 
daily  accumulation  of  wastes  and  cause  the 
Health  Department  to  proceed  in  the  regular 
statutory  way  against  the  land  owner  to  "abate 
the  nuisance"  at  the  land  owner's  own  expense. 

This  statutory  procedure  is  enforceable  only 
by  court  action  and  is  liable  to  all  the  "law's 
delays."  A  dump  which  by  reason  of  its 
location  might  have  been  conducted  without 
the  knowledge  of  its  nearest  neighbor  was 
closed  by  us  months  ago  and  is  still  giving 
rise  to  justifiable  complaints. 

Dump  nuisances  arise  quickly.  They  can  foe 
and  should  be  promptly  remedied.  A  city 
contractor's  contract  for  the  removal  of  refuse 
should  empower  the  City  Public  Works  De- 
partment to  level  off  and  cover  a  dump  at  the 
contractor's  expense  at  once,  if  the  contractor 
fails  to  do  so  and  the  Public  Works  Department 
should  be  held  definitely  responsible  for  fail- 
ure to  take  such  action  promptly. 

The  contractor  should  by  the  terms  of  his 
contract  be  made  liable  to  pay  for  the  cost 
to  the  city  of  extinguishing  a  dump  fire  if  due 
to  his  disregard  of  the  conditions  of  land  own- 
er's  permit. 

Boston  will  soon  face  the  necessity  of  provid- 
ing some  other  means,  of  disposing  of  its 
refuse  than  that  of  dumping  it  on  land.  The 
end  of  land  practically  available  for  this  pur- 
pose within  the  city  limits  is  already  in  sight, 
and  those  who  think  that  Boston  will  be 
allowed  to  dump  its  refuse  in  adjacent  cities 
and  towns  are  in  for  a  rough  awakening. 
Residents  of  neighboring  towns,  as  well  as  the 
people  of  Boston,  object  to  dumps  because  of 
their  odors  and  liability  to  protracted  fires  with 
intolerable. smoke.  Everett  is  the  only  place  to 
the  north  which  has  not  stopped  the  dumplnt 
of  Boston  refuse  within  its  territory  and  we 
are  likely  to  be  shut  out  of  Everett  any  day. 
Both  Newton  and  Brookline  have  protested 
against  the  granting  of  dump  permits  on  Bon- 
ton   land  near  their  boundaries. 

Furthermore,  a  new  situation  has  arisen  with 
respect  to  the  transportation  of  Boston's 
refuse  outside  of  the  city.  By  entirely  new 
legislation  enacted  this  year  (House  Bill  No. 
1799),  now  for  the  first  time  a  permit  muat 
be  obtained  from  the  Board  of  Health  of  any 
Massachusetts  town  in  order  to  be  able  to 
transport  any  "offensive  substances"  through 
that   town. 

As  vociferous  complaints  come  to  us  Trom 
residents  of  Boston  streets  used  by  heavy 
trucks  loaded  with  "offensive  substances"  on 
their  way  to  dumps,  and  as  such  overladen 
trucks  are  held  also  responsible  for  littering 
the  streets  through  which  they  pass  and  for 
breaking  down  the  pavement  as  well,  Dedham, 
for  example,  is  not  going  to  give  us  a  permit 
to  allow  such  Boston  trucks  through  its  streets 
and  bear  the  expense  of  cleaning  up  after  them 
and    rebuilding   the    pavement. 

Those  who  imagine  that  there  is  some 
aesthetic  inoffensive  way  of  ridding  a  large  city 
of   its  daily   wastes   are   nursing   a  delusion. 

Some  small  English  cities  claim  that  they 
are  disposing  of  their  garbage  as  well  as  dry 
refuse  satisfactorily  by  dumping  it  and  cover- 
ing it  daily  with  nine  inches  of  clean  earth  ob- 
tained by  cutting  down  convenient  nearby 
hills.  Boston  has  neither  the  land  ownership 
nor    topography    at    its    disposal    to    provide    a 
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daily   covering   of   nine   inches   of   clean   earth 
for   its   garbage  and  dry   wastes. 

If  a  scheme  for  disposing  of  municipal  wastes 
appears  to  be  working  well  for  a  small  city, 
it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  it  would 
meet  the  requirements  of  a  city  the  size  of 
Boston.  For  example,  we  may  take  municipal 
incinerators  which  may  appear  to  be  working 
satisfactorily  in  many  small  cities.  Montreal, 
a  city  fairly  comparable  in  size  with  Boston, 
is  now  scrapping  three  municipal  incinerators 
built  only  a  few  years  ago  at  a  cost  of  nearly 
a  million  dollars,  and  which  were  supposed  to 
embody  the  latest  ideas  in  incinerators.  They 
proved  to  be  unable  to  handle  properly  the 
quantity  of  material  for  which  they  were 
designed  and  a  newer  type  of  furnace  is  now 
being  installed. 

Incidentally,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  Mont- 
real's incineration  scheme  provides  for  five 
"transfer  stations"  where  garbage  and  other 
refuse  are  loaded  onto  large  trucks  from 
smaller  collecting  vehicles.  Just  lone  such 
station  located  far  from  residences  on  Boston's 
waterfront  is  the  subject  of  frequent  com- 
plaint and  has  made  the  city  a  co-defendant 
in  a  protracted  lawsuit. 

Bo  far  as  we  are  able  to  foresee,  municipal 
incinerators  will  soon  be  inevitable  in  Boston, 
but  we  may  remind  those  who  are  expecting 
incinerators  to  relieve  Boston  of  its  present 
troubles  with  its  dumps  that  instead  of  increas- 
ing the  value  of  property  in  the  vicinity  as 
dumps  always  do  eventually,  an  incinerator 
permanently  decreases  land  values  in  its  neigh- 
borhood and  on  streets  leading  to  the  incin- 
erator,  as   well. 

So  far  as  we  are  able  to  foresee,  the  disposal 
of  a  large  city's  wastes  must  always  present 
troublesome  problems.  In  dismissing  a  suit 
against  the  City  of  New  York,  brought  by  res- 
idents of  New  Jersey  who  claimed  damages 
to  their  property  in  New  Jersey  because  of  odors 
from  the  municipal  incineration  plant  at  59th 
street,  Manhattan,  the  United  States  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  declared,  in  substance,  that 
the  disposal  of  a  large  city's  daily  wastes  is  a 
public  necessity  which  is  inevitably  accom- 
panied by  some  public  annoyance  and  discom- 
fort from  disagreeable  odors. 
Respectfully, 

H.  F.  R.  Watts,  M.  D., 
Health     Commissioner. 

Placed   on    file. 


BUS    LINE   TO   CARSON   BEACH   AND   L 
STREET  BATHS. 
The  following   was   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   July    1,    1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  letter 
from  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  relative 
to  your  order  of  June  18,  concerning  an  ex- 
tension of  bus  line  service  to  Carson  Beach 
and    L    Street    Baths. 

Very    truly   yours, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 


Boston   Elevated  Railway, 

June    30,    1937. 
Mr.    John    F.    Gilmore,    Jr., 

Assistant    Secretary,    Mayor's    Office. 
Dear    Sir, — In   reply   to   your   letter    of    June 
21,    I    would    say    that    it    does    not    appear    to 
be    advisable    to    extend    to    Carson    Beach    and 
the   L    Street    Baths    the   bus   service    which    is 
now     operated     between     Franklin     Park     and 
Columbia    Station,    in   view  of   the   expense   in- 
volved,    operating    conditions     during    bathing 
days    when    there    are    many    children    running 
about    the    streets     in    this    neighborhood    and 
the  fact  that  it  would  add  to  our  deficit. 
Very    truly    yours, 
Edward   Dana, 
President    and   General   Manager. 
Placed    on    file. 


IMPROVEMENTS  AT  SULLIVAN  SQUARE 
PLAYGROUND. 

The    following    was    received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office   of    the   Mayor,    July    1,    1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I     transmit    herewith     a     letter 

from   the  Park  Commissioner   relative  to   your 

order     of     June    7,     concerning     improvements 

at    Sullivan    Square    Playground,    Charlestown. 

Very   truly  yours, 

Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park    Department,    June    29,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  your  memorandum 
of  June  21,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the 
City  Council,  to  make  all  necessary  and  needed 
improvements,  etc.,  at  the  Sullivan  Square 
Playground,     Charlestown. 

An  examination  shows  that  the  general  con- 
dition of  the  surface  of  this  main  field  is 
very  good,  the  surface  being  composed  of  a 
mixture  of  sand,  clay  and  cinders,  which  is 
the  best  surface  for  playgrounds  that  are  used 
as  much  as  Sullivan  Square, — it  would  be  im- 
possible   to    maintain    grass. 

If  money  were  available,  I  would  be  glad 
to  erect  a  wire  fence  along  the  boundary 
lines  of  Main  and  Alford  streets ;  also  along 
the   riverfront. 

The  drinking  fountain  is  located  close  to 
the  field  house.  It  was  operating  upon  the 
occasion  of  my  visit  to  the  playground  this 
day.  There  is,  of  course,  a  reduced  pressure 
when  the  showers  are  all  in  use  in  the  build- 
ing. If  money  were  available,  an  additional 
fountain  would  be  installed  nearer  the  back- 
stop   of    the    main    baseball    field. 

There  is  no  necessity  of  any  great  amount 
of   grading. 

Close  to  the  riverbank  there  is  one  corner 
of  the  wall  which  should  be  rebuilt  and  with 
the  erection  of  the  wall  it  would  be  necessary 
to    do    some    grading. 

An  appropriation  of  $6,800  will  be  neces- 
sary to  construct  a  fence,  repair  wall,  put  in 
new  bubbler  fountain.  This  money  was  asked 
for  in  B-39  in  the  budget,  but  was  removed  by 
the   City   Council. 

At   the   present   time   no   funds   are   available 
for    any    improvements    on    this    playground. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 
William    P.    Long,    Chairman. 

Placed    on    file. 


DORCHESTER  HEIGHTS  AS  A  NATIONAL 
SHRINE. 

The    following    was    received: 

City   of    Boston, 
Mayor's   Office,   July   9,    1937. 
To    the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — As  a  result  of  a  speech  by 
Mr.  Guy  W.  Cox  on  March  14  last,  a  move- 
ment has  been  started  in  South  Boston  to  have 
the  national  government  take  over  Dorchester 
Heights   as    a   national   shrine. 

This  movement  has  the  support  of  the  South 
Boston  Citizens  Association,  but  from  in- 
dividual expressions  which  I  have  heard  from 
people  living  in  South  Boston  I  am  not  at 
all  sure  that  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
that  district  are  in  favor  of  this  proposal. 
Personally,  I  have  no  great  feeling  about  it 
one  way  or  the  other,  but  if  the  people  of 
South  Boston  would  prefer  to  have  this  his- 
torical site  under  the  control  of  the  Federal 
Government  and  removed  from  their  own 
direction,  I  think  I  would  have  no  objections 
to    it. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  am  rather  surprised  to 
learn  that  a  responsible  group  of  South  Bos- 
ton citizens  are  ready  to  urge  that  one  of 
their  choicest  memorials  should  go  out  of 
their  own  possession  and  control  into  the 
control  of  the  Federal  Government.  I  feel 
sure  that  if  such  a  thing  were  proposed  about 
other  historical  sites  such  as  Faneuil  Hall 
and     the    Old    South    Church,     the    people    of 
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Boston  would  strenuously  oppose  such  a  change, 
and  I  think  they  would  prove  to  be  indignant 
at     the    suggestion. 

Dorchester  Heights  played  a  very  important 
part  in  the  American  Revolution,  and  it  is 
most  probable  that  the  forced  evacuation  of 
the  British  troops  from  Boston  really  was  the 
turning  point  which  eventually  brought  vic- 
tory to  the  American  troops.  Viewed  from 
this  aspect,  this  site  has  a  national  importance, 
and  many  arguments  can  be  adduced  why  it 
ought  to  be  a  national  shrine.  It  is  equally 
plain,  I  think,  that  more  than  the  people  of 
South  Boston  are  interested  in  this  subject, 
and  that  all  of  the  people  of  the  city  ought 
to  have  a  chance  to  be  heard  before  this 
important    step    is    taken. 

In  1902  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
erected  the  present  marble  memorial  upon 
the  Heights,  and  I  presume  has  rights  in  the 
monument  and  surrounding  territory  which 
can  only  be  disposed  of  by  statutory  author- 
ity This  may  be  determined  later  by  the 
Attorney-General  of  the  Commonwealth  and 
the   Corporation    Counsel   for   the   City   of   Bos- 

In  the  meantime,  however,  I  am  laying  the 
matter  before  you  without  recommendation 
in  order  that  the  matter  may  be  thoroughly 
studied  and  discussed  in  committee,  and  also 
to  give  all  citizens  an  opportunity  to  make 
known  their  views  to  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

(Referred  to  Committee  on  Parks  and  PIay- 
grounds,  on  motion  of  Coun.  GEORGE  A. 
MURRAY. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY   THE   MAYOR. 

The   following    was    received: 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of    the   Mayor,    July    12,   1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — (Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
Honorable  Body  I  hereby  appoint  the  following 
persons  as  'weighers  :  ' 

Weigher   of    Coal:     Sylvia    Cohen,    19    Ward- 
1  man   road,   Roxibury. 

Weigher    of     Goods:     Albert    St.     Germaine, 
Peakham  road,  South  Sudbury,  Mass. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.    Mansfield,   Mayor. 
Laid  over  for  one  week  under  the  law. 


UNION  FREIGHT  RAILROAD  FRANCHISE. 

The   following    was    received : 

City  of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  12,   1937. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen,— With  reference  to  your  order 
of  June  28,  1937,  concerning  a  copy  of  the 
franchise  of  the  Union  Freight  Railroad  Com- 
pany, I  respectfully  iniform  your  Honorable 
Body  that  a  similar  order  was  passed  on 
January  25,  1937,  and  that  the  Corporation 
Counsel  complied  with  the  request  therein  in 
his  letter  of  March  '6,  1937,  which  I  submitted 
to  you  on  March  8,  1937.  This  letter  of  the 
Corporation  Counsel  is  recorded  on  page  84 
of  the  City  Council  Minutes  for  this  year 
and  I  respectfully  refer  your  Honorable  Body 
thereto. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.    Mansfield,   Mayor. 

Placed   on    file. 


REFUND  OF  TAXES  PAID  ERRONEOUSLY. 

The   following    was    received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   July   12,   1937. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Corporation  Counsel  relative 
to  your  order  of  May  3,  1937,  concerning  a 
petition  to  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  per- 
mitting and  authorizing  the  Collector  of  Taxes 


for  the  City  of  Boston  to  refund  to  any  person 
who  has  paid  taxes  on  Boston  property  any  such 
payments  as  may  have  been  made  by  such 
taxpayer  through  error  or  mistake  on  real 
estate  not  owned  by  the  taxpayer. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Law    Department,    July    9,    1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor,— I  have  a  memorandum 
from  your  office  dated  June  '3,  1937,  request- 
ing my  opinion  relative  to  an  order  of  the 
City  Council,  a  copy  of  which,  attached  to 
the   memorandum   is   as  follows : 

"Oraered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
draft  and  file  with  the  Massachusetts  Legisla- 
ture such  a  petition  as  shall  permit  and  au- 
thorize the  Collector  of  Taxes  for  the  City  of 
Boston  to  refund  to  any  person  who  has  paid 
taxes  on  Boston  property  any  such  payments 
as  may  have  been  made  by  such  taxpayer 
through  error  or  mistake  on  real  estate  not 
owned  by  the  taxpayer." 

I  am  advised  by  Mr.  Henry  F.  Long,  Com- 
miissioner  of  Corporations  and  Taxation,  that 
in  his  opinion  such  legislation,  as  is  suggested 
in  the  order,  if  enacted,  would  prevent  the 
city  from  knowing  whether  revenue  received 
by  it  in  payment  of  taxes  was  revenue  which 
it  would  be  able  to  retain  and  rely  upon  in 
conducting  its  municipal  affairs  and  that 
such  legislation  would  tend  to  disrupt  the 
financial  structure  of  a  municipality ;  that 
because  of  this  he  would  do  his  utmost  to  de- 
feat any  petition  for  such  legislation. 

With  these  views  I  concur.  I  would  not, 
therefore,  recommend  the  enactment  of  the 
legislation  suggested  in  said  order  for  the 
reason  that  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  would 
not  be  to  the  best  interest  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Henry  E.  Foley, 
Corporation   Counsel. 

Placed  on   file. 


RESCISSION    OF    BALANCES   OF   W.    P.   A. 

The    following    was    received : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July   12,   1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  six  (6) 
orders  providing  for  the  recission  of  a  portion 
of  the  authority  granted  Iby  your  Honorable 
Body  during  the  years  1934  and  1935  to  issue 
loans  to  meet  the  cost  of  six  (6)  P.  W.  A. 
projects.  The  projects  and  amounts  involved 
in  these  orders  are  as   follows  : 

Construction,    Reconstruction    and    Re- 
placement of  Sewers $250,000 

Chelsea    Street     and     Eastern     Avenue 

Bridge    300,000 

New    East   Boston    District   Public   Wel- 
fare    Building 20,000 

New    Dorchester    District    Public    Wel- 
fare    Building 20,000 

Water     Pipe     Trestle,     Chelsea     North 

Bridge  15,000 

Quincy    Market    Building,    Foundation, 

Improvements,  etc 160,000 

$765,000 


Work  on  the  above  projects  has  either  actually 
been  completed  or  will  be  completed  shortly. 
Because  of  the  receipt  of  grant  payments  from 
the  Federal  Government  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary for  the  city  to  issue  the  balances  remain- 
ing in  the  original  loan  authorizations.  In 
order  to  remove  this  surplus  loan  authorization 
from  the  books  and  records  of  the  city  the 
adoption  of  the  rescission  orders  is  necessary. 
I  respectfully  recommend,  therefore,  adoption 
of   the   accompanying   orders. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money  for 
Construction,  Reconstruction  and  Replacement 
of  Sewers,  and  covering  of  Open  Water 
Courses,  under  authority  of  chaipter  366,  Acts 
of    1933,    as    amended    by    chapter    21,    Acts    of 

1934,  approved  by  the  Mayor  on  February  27, 
a®34,  be  limited  to  $7.50,000,  and  that  the 
authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of  said 
amount  for  said  purpose,  be,  and  the  same 
hereby     is,     rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money 
for  Chelsea  Street  and  Eastern  Avenue  Bridge, 
under  authority  of  chapter  366,  Acts  of  1933, 
as  amended  by  chapter  21,  Acts  of  1934,  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor  on  October  9,  1935,  be 
limited  to  $450,000,  and  that  the  authorization 
to  borrow  in  excess  of  said  amount  for  said 
purpose,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money 
for  New  East  Boston  District  Public  Welfare 
Building,  under  authority  of  chapter  366,  Acts 
of  1983,  as  amended  (by  chapter  21,  Acts  of 
H934,    approved    by    the   Mayor    on    October    15, 

1935,  be  limited  to  $40,000,  and  that  the  au- 
thorization to  borrow  in  excess  of  said  amount 
for  said  purpose,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money 
for  New  Dorchester  District  Public  Welfare 
Building,  under  authority  of  chapter  366,  Acts 
of    1983,    as    amended    by    chapter    21,    Acts    of 

1934,  approved    by    the   Mayor   on    October    15, 

1935,  be  limited  to  $40,000,  and  that  the  au- 
thorization to  borrow  in  excess  of  said  amount 
for  said  purpose,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money  for 
Chelsea  North  Bridge,  Water  Pipe  Trestle, 
Reconstruction  of,  under  authority  of  chapter 
3«i6,  Acts  of  1933,  as  amended  by  chapter  21. 
Acts  of  1934,  approved  by  the  Mayor  on  Oc- 
tober 29,  1935,  be  limited  to  $20,000,  and  that 
the  authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of  said 
amount  for  said  purpose,  be,  and  the  same 
hereby    is,    rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money  for 
Quincy  Market  Building,  Foundation,  Im- 
provements, etc.,  under  authority  of  chapter 
366,  Acts  of  1938,  as  amended  by  chapter  21, 
Acts  of  1934,  approved  by  the  Mayor  on  No- 
vember 22,  Ii935.  be  limited  to  $300,000,  and 
that  the  authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of 
said  amount  for  said  purpose,  be,  and  the 
same   hereiby    is,    rescinded. 

Referred    to    the    Executive    Committee. 


FIVE-DAY    WORK    WEEK. 

The    following    was    received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of   the   Mayor,    July    12,    1937. 
To   the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  Corporation  Counsel 
relative  to  your  order  of  May  3,  1937,  con- 
cerning the  advisability  of  establishing  a 
five-day  week  for  all  city  employees  during 
the  months  of  June,  July  and  August. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City   of    Boston, 
Law    Department,    July    10,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor  of   Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  received  a  memo- 
randum from  your  office  with  which  was  sub- 
mitted a  copy  of  the  following  order  passed 
by    the    City    Council: 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  advisability  of  estab- 
lishing a  five-day  week  for  all  city  employees 
during  the  months  of  June,  July  and  August, 
in  cooperation  with  the  program  recommended 
by  the  Governor  governing  state  employees, 
and  that  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  requested 
to    prepare    legislation    for    the    enactment    of 


such  a  law  for  the  city,  provided  that  such 
enactment  shall  in  no  way  affect  the  status 
of    per    diem    employees." 

Some  time  ago  I  examined  into  the  question 
of  the  establishment  of  a  five-day  week.  At 
that  time  I  wrote  a  letter  in  which  I  stated, 
with  reference  to  the  establishment  of  such  a 
week  for  employees  of  the  city  in  departments 
under  the  control  of  the  Mayor,  who  were  not 
merely  hired  by  the  day,  that,  "it  is  my 
opinion  that,  in  view  of  the  absence  of  limiting 
legislation,  heads  of  departments  may,  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  establish 
a  five-day  week  for  persons  employed  by  the 
city  in  departments  under  the  control  of  the 
Mayor,  provided  that  such  permission  is  con- 
sistent with  the  efficient  and  economical  con- 
duct of  the  city's  business  and  provided  also 
that  the  above  quoted  provisions  of  section  10  of 
chapter  3  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1925 
(with  regard  to  the  holding  open  of  offices  for 
the  transaction  of  public  business  are  com- 
plied with).  At  least  in  the  absence  of  an 
abuse  of  discretion,  determination  of  a  de- 
partment head,  approved  by  the  Mayor,  that 
a  five-day  week  is  consistent  with  the  efficient 
and  economical  conduct  of  the  city's  business 
is,  in  my  opinion,  final  on  that  point.  Com- 
pliance with  section  10  above  quoted  requires, 
in  my  opinion,  merely  that  the  offices  referred 
to  shall  be  sufficiently  manned  during  the 
periods  fixed  to  transact  such  public  business 
as   may   at   such   times   be   required." 

I  have  reconsidered  the  matter  6ince  the 
passage  of  the  above-quoted  order  and  am  still 
of    the    same    opinion. 

With  regard  to  persons  employed  by  the  day 
and  not  on  an  annual,  monthly  or  weekly 
basis  it  is  my  opinion  that  if  such  persons 
are  employed  for  only  five  days  they  cannot 
be  paid  for  six  in  the  absence  of  permissive 
legislation.  Where,  however,  there  are  per- 
sons employed  by  the  day  who  have  performed 
overtime  work  on  account  of  which  they  may 
be  given  time  off,  there  is  no  reason  why  this 
time  off  may  not  be  given,  consistent  with  the 
proper  functioning  of  departments,  during 
the  summer  months.  Allowance  of  time  off 
during  the  summer  on  account  of  overtime 
may  assist  in  approximating  a  five-day  work 
week    for    such    employees. 

Apart  from  a  proper  allowance  for  over- 
time, however,  department  heads  are,  in  my 
opinion,  not  authorized,  under  existing  legis- 
lation, to  afford  a  five-day  week  to  persons 
employed  by  the  day  and  at  the  same  time  to 
approve  payment   on    a   six-day   week   basis. 

When  the  above-quoted  order  was  passed 
there  was  no  opportunity  to  secure  enabling 
legislation.  We  shall  prepare  such  legislation, 
however,  for  submission  to  the  next  General 
Court. 

Very    truly   yours, 

Henry  E.  Foley, 
Corporation     Counsel. 

Placed    on    file. 


APPROPRIATION  FROM  PARKMAN  FUND. 
The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   July   S,   1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners requesting  the  transfer  of  the  sum 
of  $40,000  from  the  income  of  the  George  F. 
Parkman  Fund  to  the  maintenance  and  im- 
provement of  the  Common  and  Parks  in  exist- 
ence on  January  12,  1887. 

1  submit  herewith  an  appropriation  order 
and  respectfully  recommend  its  immediate  pas- 
sage by  your   Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park    Department,    July    2,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick  W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor  of   Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — By    vote    of    the    Board    of    Park 
Commissioners    you    are    respectfully    asked    to 
request  the  City  Council  to  transfer  from  the 
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income   olf   the    George    F.    Parkman    Fund    the 
sum  of   $40,000   which   is   now   available,    to   be 
expended   under  the  direction  of   the   Board   of 
Park  Commissioners,  as  follows  : 
Common    and     Parks     in     Existence    on 
January    12,    ,1887,    Maintenance    and 

Improvement  of $40,000 

When  making  up  the  (budget  estimates  for 
the  year  1937,  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  yearly 
income  of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  was 
deducted  from  Item  A-l,  Permanent  Employees, 
with  the  understanding  that  this  deduction 
was  to  be  replaced  by  the  total  yearly  income 
of  said  Parkman  Fund  for  .1937,  to  foe  trans- 
ferred as  it  accrued  from  time  to  time  during 
the  year  to  the  regular  maintenance  appro- 
priation of  the  Park  Department. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William   P.   Long,   Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $40,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated  from  the  income  of 
the  George  F.  iParkman  Fund,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Commissioners, 
for  the  maintenance  and  improvement  of  the 
Common  and  Parks  in  existence  on  January 
1'2,   1887,  as  follows: 

Common    and     Parks    in    Existence    on 
January    12,    1887,    Maintenance    and 

Improvement    of, $40,000 

Referred   to   the   Executive   Committee. 


LOAN    FOR    PUBLIC    WELFARE 
DEPARTMENT. 
The   following    was    received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   July   12,   1937. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  the  City 
Auditor  that  in  order  to  prevent  a  cessation 
of  dependent  aid  by  the  Welfare  Department 
it  is  necessary  that  additional  funds  be  made 
available  (for  that  purpose  immediately,  be- 
cause that  division  of  the  Public  Welfare  De- 
partment has  only  sufficient  funds  to  furnish 
this  aid  for  about  three  'weeks  from  this  date. 
I  therefore  recommend  to  your  Honorable 
Body  that  a  loan  appropriation  totaling 
$1,000,000  be  approved,  which  sum,  it  is  hoped, 
will  be  sufficient  to  furnish  such  aid  until 
October  1,  il&37.  I  respectfully  submit  here- 
with a  loan  order  providing  for  the  necessary 
appropriation  in  that  sum.  I  recommend  im- 
mediate consideration  and  action  on  this  order 
by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.    Mansfield,   Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of  1937,  a 
loan  in  the  sum  of  $1,000,000,  outside  the  debt 
limit,  be,  land  hereby  is,  authorized,  and  that 
the  City  Treasurer,  upon  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  be  authorized  to  issue  bonds  or  notes 
therefor,  and  that  the  said  sum  of  $1,000,000 
be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  foe  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Overseers  of  Public 
Welfare  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of  1937,  for  the 
following   purposes : 

IPufolic  Welfare  Department,  Central  Office, 
F,    Special   Items,    $1,000,000. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


LAND    ON    PRINCE    STREET    FOR    PLAY-' 
'GROUND   PURPOSES. 

The  following  was  received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   July   12,   1937. 
To  the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  received  a  number  of 
requests  that  a  playground  be  established  in 
the  North  End.  The  city  recently  acquired  a 
parcel  of  property  at  125  Prince  street,  form- 
erly   owmed    by    the    Boston     Consolidated    Gas 


Company,  through  foreclosure  of  a  tax  title. 
Trie  Park  Department  has  recommended  that 
this  land  be  transferred  to  it  to  foe  used  for 
playground  purposes.  The  expense  of  develop- 
ing and  establishing  the  property  for  that 
purpose  will  be  provided  through  the  means 
of  a  W.   P.  A.  project. 

I  submit  herewith  an  order  providing  for  the 
transfer  of  the  land  from  the  Public  Buildings 
Department   to   the   Park   Department   and   re- 
spectfully  recommend   adoption  of   the  order. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 


Whereas  the  City  of  Boston  by  a 
decree  of  Land  iCburt,  Suffolk  Reg- 
istry District,  dated  December  5,  1936, 
foreclosed  the  right  of  redemption  under  a  tax 
deed  dated  August  29,  1934,  registered  in  said 
court  as  document  No.  122039  on  Certificate 
of  Title  No.  33919,  to  approximately  49,103 
square  feet  of  land  situate  on  and  numbered 
125  Prince  street,   Boston  ;   and 

Whereas  the  City  of  iBoston  is  now  the  owner 
of  said  land  and  holds  the  same  like  any  land 
belonging  to  it  and  held  for  municipal  purposes  ; 
and 

Whereas  the  above  mentioned  land  foreclosed 
under  and  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  decree 
is  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  to  wit : 
Easterly  by  the  westerly  line  of  Snow  Hill 
street,  321.27  feet ;  southeasterly  by  land,  now 
or  formerly  of  Catherine  Danehy,  73.82  feet ; 
southwesterly  and  westerly  by  the  northeasterly 
and  easterly  line  of  Prince  street,  291.35  feet ; 
and  .northwesterly  by  Lot  A  as  shown  on  a 
subdivision  plan  drawn  by  Aspinwall  and 
Lincoln,  civil  engineers,  dated  September  19, 
1906,  approved  by  the  Land  Court  and  filed 
in  the  Land  Registration  office  as  plan  No. 
1186-iB,  285.12  feet;  and  is  shown  as  Lot  B 
on    the  above    mentioned   plan ;   and 

Whereas  the  Park  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston  has  recommended  that  said  land 
be  transferred  to  it  and  devoted  by  it  to  play- 
ground  purposes  ; 

Now,    Therefore,    it    is    hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  land  hereinbefore  described, 
now  owned  by  the  City  of  Boston,  be,  and  it 
hereby  is,  'transferred  from  the  care,  custody  and 
control  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
to  the  care,  custody  and  control  of  the  Park 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  be  held 
by  said  department  and  to  be  devoted  by  it 
to  playground  purposes. 

Referred  to   the   Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFERS    WITHIN    DEPARTMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  following  was  received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   July   12,    1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  requests  for  trans- 
fers within  departmental  appropriations  have 
been  examined  and  investigated  by  the  Budget 
Commissioner.  I  accordingly  recommend  adop- 
tion of  the  accompanying  orders  by  your 
Honorable   Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Art 
Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $8,  to  the  appropriation  for  D.  Sup- 
plies,  $8. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
2G1  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is.  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Insti- 
tutions   Department.    Central    Office: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,   1,   Permanent   Employees,   Investigator, 
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1  (0)  at  $2,100  a  year,  $1,200,  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  A,  Personal  Service,  1,  perma- 
nent Employees,  Junior  Social  Worker,  0  (1) 
at  $1,200  a  year,  $700  ;  2,  Temporary  Employ- 
ees,  $500. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  Of  the  Acts  of  .1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Institu- 
tions Department,  Steamers  "Hibtoard"  and 
"O'Meara"  : 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  [Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Engineers, 
Assistant,  2  (1)  at  $2,100  a  year,  $1,436.97, 
to  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employees,  Deckhands,  6  (7) 
at   $1,700  a   year,   $1,436.97. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Market 
Department : 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $4.69,  to  the  appropriation  for  C, 
Equipment,   $4.'69. 

Ordered,  That  lander  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  11893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Public 
Works  Department,  Sewer  Service: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Inspector, 
Chief  0  01)  at  $3,000  a  year,  $500,  to  the 
appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service,  1, 
Permanent  Employees,  Rodman,  Grade  1,  7 
(9)   at  $1,100  to  $1,600  a  year,  $500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $2,000  to  the  appropriation  for  A, 
Personal  Service,  2,  Temporary  Employees, 
$1,000;   E,   Materials,    $1,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  Off  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  approriations  for  Public 
Works   Department,   Water   Service: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $20,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  A, 
Personal  Service,  2,  Temporary  Employees, 
$20,000. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred   to    the    Committee  on    Claims,    viz.: 

Daniel  Desmond,  for  compensation  for 
damage   to  car  by   city   truck. 

Louis  J.  Dobbin,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  86  Hobart  street,  caused 
by   water  being   shut  off. 

Frank  Fiore,  for  refund  on  refuse  tickets. 

Margaret  H.  Gould,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  11 
East   Newton   street. 

Rosalia  L.  Grassa,  for  compensation  for  loss 
of  property  at  2670  Washington  street,  taken 
by  employees  of  Sanitary  Division. 

Mrs.  George  M.  Harlow,  for  compensation 
for  injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at 
Stuart  and  Arlington   streets. 

Rose  Heller,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  36  Devon  street. 

Rev.  Francis  M.  .Horn,  S.  J„  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged 
defect  in  Commonwealth  avenue. 

John  H.  Horton,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment  issued   against   him. 

Minnie  Jacobson,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  255 
Harold  street. 

Mary  H.  Kean,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Academy  Hill 
road,   Brighton. 

John  H.  Kelleher,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  fire  apparatus. 

Elizabeth  Keller,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  toy  an  alleged  defect  in  Lake 
street,   Brighton. 


James  J.  Lesslie,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  P  and 
East   Fifth    streets. 

Elizabeth  Mahoney,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
coat  given  to  another  patient  at  City  Hospital. 

Mary  Odum,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Shawmut  avenue. 

Paul  Reed,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  18  Brimmer  street,  caused  by 
garbage    truck. 

Nicholas  Volpe,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  school- 
yard of   Washington-Allston    School. 

E.  F.  Mahady  Company,  for  rebate  on  awn- 
ing license. 


NOTICES  FROM  EDWARD   F.  McCLENNEN 
OF   INTEREST   IN   CONTRACTS. 

Notice  was  received  from  Edward  F.  McClen- 
nen  of  Nutter,  McClennen  &  Fish,  employed 
as  Special  Assistant  Corporation  Counsel  in 
case  of  City  of  Boston  vs.  Joseph  Santosuosso 
et  al.,  of  settlement  made  toy  his  firm  with 
Board  of  Assessors  in  the  matter  of  abate- 
ments on   various  properties  listed. 


APPROVAL    OF    TAX    TITLE    LOAN. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Emergency 
Finance  Board  of  approval,  on  July  8,  of  the 
renewal   of   $3,000,000   tax   title  loan. 

Placed   on    file. 


ABSENCE   OF   MAYOR   FROM   CITY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  his 
absence  from  the  city  from  Tuesday,  June 
29,  at  5  p.  m.,  to  Wednesday,  June  30,  at 
5.30   p.    m. 

Placed   on    file. 


CONSTABLES'  BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  the  following-named  constables 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treas- 
urer   were   received   and   approved,   viz.: 

Howard  E.  Giroux,  Samuel  Tarle,  Oscar  G. 
Ridlon,   Lewis   Gilbert. 

Placed   on    file. 


APPOINTMENT  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  appointment  by 
the  Mayor  of  Philip  P.  Coveney,  60  Oak  street, 
Hyde  Park,  as  City  Registrar,  for  four  years, 
ending   April   30,   1941. 

Placed   on    file. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recommend- 
ing passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the 
City   of  Boston  for  the  month  of  July. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

1.  Report  on  petition  (referred  June  28) 
of  Harry  Eastwood — recommending  the  pas- 
sage  of   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifty-seven  dol- 
lars and  seventy  cents  ($57.70)  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  Harry  Eastwood  in  reimbursement 
for  amount  of  execution  issued  against  him, 
on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  motor 
apparatus  belonging  to  the  Fire  Department, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent 
Fund. 

2.  Report  on  petition  (referred  June  28) 
of  Arthur  L.  Pumphret — recommending  the 
passage   of   the  following: 
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Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
•nine  dollars  and  forty-five  cents  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  Arthur  L.  Pumphret  in  reimburse- 
ment for  amount  of  execution  issued  against 
him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of 
a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Paving  Di- 
vision, Public  Works  Department,  said  sum 
to  be  charged   to   the   Contingent  (Fund. 

3.  Report  on  petition  (referred  June  28) 
of  Arthur  L.  Pumphret — recommending  the 
passage  of   the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
nineteen  dollars  and  thirteen  cents  ($119.13) 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  Arthur  L.  Pumphret 
in  reimhursement  for  amount  of  execution 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts 
as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the 
Paving  Division,  Public  Works  Department, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent 
Fund. 

4.  Report  on  petition  (referred  June  28) 
of  Lemuel  P.  Doyle — recommending  the  passage 
of   the   following  : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
dollars  ($200)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Lemuel 
P.  Doyle  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of 
judgment  issued  against  him  as  the  result 
of  the  accidental  discharge  of  a  shotgun  while 
in  the  performance  of  his  duty  as  a  member 
of  the  Police  Department,  said  sum  to  be 
charged    to    the    Contingent    Fund. 

5.  Report  on  petition  (referred  June  28) 
of  Angelo  Foppiano — recommending  the  pas- 
sage of   the   following  : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seventy-five  dol- 
lars ($75)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Angelo 
Foppiano  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of 
execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of 
his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  be- 
longing to  '  the  Sanitary  Division,  Public 
Works  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to    the    Contingent   Fund. 

6.  Report  on  petition  (referred  October  28, 
1936)  of  Edward  V.  Murphy — recommend- 
ing   the    passage    of    the    following : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($1,750)  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  Edward  V.  Murphy  in 
reimbursement  for  amount  of  judgment  is- 
sued against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  a  motorcycle  belonging  to  the 
Police  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report   accepted ;   orders   severally   passed. 


ANNUITY    TO    NORA    E.    CONDON. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive 
Committee,  submitted  the  petition  of  Nora 
E.  Condon  (referred  February  15)  to  be  paid 
an  annuity  on  account  of  the  death  of  her 
husband,  Dennis  M.  Condon,  late  member 
of  the  Fire  Department — recommending  the 
passage  of   the  following: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  340  of  the  Acts  of  1933  an  annuity  of 
fourteen  hundred  dollars  be  allowed  and  paid 
to  Nora  E.  Condon,  widow  of  Dennis  M. 
Condon,  a  member  of  the  Fire  Department, 
who  died  on  January  25,  1937,  on  account 
of  injuries  received  in  the  performance  of 
his  duty  ;  said  annuity  being  made  up  of  allow- 
ances  as    follows  : 

For  the  widow,  Nora  E.  Condon,  so  long 
as   she  remains   unmarried,    $1,000   per   annum.  ■ 

For  each  of  the  following-named  children 
during  such  time  as  he  or  she  is  under  the 
age  of  eighteen  or  over  said  age  and  physically 
or  mentally  incapacitated  from  earning,  $200 
per  annum ;  Dennis  M.  Condon,  Jr.,  born 
November  13,  1923 ;  Marie  E.  Condon,  bom 
December    5,    1925 : 

the  payments  to  date  from  January  25,  1937, 
and  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Fire    Department,     Pensions     and     Annuities. 

Report   accepted ;  order  passed. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  McGRATH  the  Council 
took  a  recess  at  2.40  p.m.andreassemlbled 
in  the  Council  Chamber  at  3.45  and  were 
called    to    order    by    Coun..    GALLAGHER. 


APPROPRIATION    FOR    SEWER 
CONSTRUCTION. 

The  Chair  called  up,  under  unfinished  busi- 
ness, No.  4  on  the  calendar,  viz. : 

4.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
section  one  of  chapter  178  of  the  Acts  of  1930 
and  section  five  of  chapter  224  of  the  Acts 
of  1936,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  ($25,000)  be,  and  the  same  hereby 
is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
for  the  construction  of  sewerage  works,  and 
that  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  t!ime,  on  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

On  June  28,  1937,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,   yeas   17,  nays  1. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  again 
passed,    yeas   17,    nays,    Coun.    Shattuck,    1. 


ACTION    ON    APPOINTMENTS    BY    THE 
MAYOR. 

The  Chair  called  up  No.  3  on  the  calendar 
and  Coun.  AGNEW  called  up  No.  2  on  the 
calendar,    to    be   voted   on   together,   viz. : 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  June  28,  1937,  of  Constables  au- 
thorized to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing 
bonds,   as   follows  : 

Louis  D.  Frank,  Nachman  Perlman,  Lewis 
Gilbert. 

3.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  June  28,  1937,  of  Arthur  Kerrigan, 
to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal;  and  E.  P.  Morrison, 
C.  A.  Brandin.  T.  F.  McCormick,  C.  W. 
Youngren,  R.  G.  Warren,  A.  J.  Fitzpatrick, 
W.  G.  Connors,  J.  A.  Dunton,  L.  A.  Doyle, 
J.  J.  Murphy  and  W.  P.  Ferriter,  to  be 
Weighers    of    Goods. 

The  appointments  were  confirmed,  yeas  19, 
nays   0. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive 
Committee,   submitted   the   following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  today)  for  transfers  within  departs 
mental  appropriations — that  same  ought  to 
pass  except  order  for  Institutions  Depart- 
ment,   Central    Office. 

Report  accepted  ;  orders  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays  0. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  transfer  of  land  on 
Prince  street  to  Park  Department  for  play- 
ground   purposes — that   same   ought   to    pass. 

Report   accepted ;   order   passed. 

3.  Report  on  message  and  order  (referred 
today)  for  loan  of  $1,000,000  for  Public  Wel- 
fare Department — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed,  yeas  17, 
nays,    Coun.    Shattuck,    Wilson,    2. 

4.  Report  on  message  and  order  (referred 
today)  for  transfer  of  $3,500  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  for  Marine  Park  improvements 
— that   same  ought  to   pass. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays    0. 

5.  Report  on  message  and  order  (referred 
today)  for  appropriation  of  $40,000  from  the 
Parkman    Fund — that   same  ought   to   pass. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays    0. 

6.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
orders  (referred  today)  for  rescission  of 
W.  P.  A.  loan  balances — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted ;  orders  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays  0. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


FURNISHING    OF    BATHING    SUITS. 

Coun.  HARRIS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
furnish  bathing  suits,  without  charge,  to 
persons  using  the  Whittier  street  pool  in 
Roxbury. 

Passed  under  suspension   of  the  rule. 


IMPROVEMENTS    AT    CARTER    PLAY- 
GROUND. 

Coun.  HARRIS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  1o 
repair  the  drinking  fountain  on  the  Carter 
Playground,  Columbus  avenue,  and  to  provide 
hot  water  for  shower  baths  for  ball  players 
who  have  occasion  to  use  these  grounds. 
Passed   under  suspension   of  the  rule. 


KEEPING  OPEN  OF  BATH  HOUSES  AT 
MUNICIPAL  BUILDINGS  ON  SUNDAY 
.MORNINGS. 

Coun.  HARRIS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
keep  open  on  Sunday  mornings  the  bath  houses 
at  the  Cabot  Street  and  West  Brookline  Street 
Municipal  Buildings  for  the  convenience  of 
working  people  who  cannot  avail  themselves 
of  these  facilities  during  the  week. 
Passed   under  suspension   of   the  rule. 


BOSTON  AIRPORT   STOP   FOR   AMERICAN 
CLIPPER  AIRPLANES. 

Coun.   McGRATH  offered    the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  confer  and  cooperate  with  Senators 
Walsh  and  Lodge  and  the  Boston  congressmen 
in  order  that  the  Boston  Airport  may  be  made 
a  stop  for  the  American  Clipper  airplanes  on 
their  trips  to  and  from  England,  to  the  end 
that  our  airport  facilities  may  be  utilized 
for  the  good   of  the  city. 

Coun.  McGRATH— Mr.  President,  while 
Commissioner  Long  was  before  the  Exec- 
utive iCouncil  some  few  weeks  ago  on 
an  appropriation  of  some  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  he  said  this  airport 
was  the  best  in  the  country,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  well  to  inform  the  senators  and 
congressmen  at  Washington  that  it  would 
be  an  asset  to   the  city. 

Passed  under  suspension   of   the  rule. 


IMPROVEMENTS  AT  OHARLESBANK 
BEAOH. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $75,000  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, for  necessary  improvements  to  make 
the  Charlesbank  beach  safe  for  bathing  pur- 
poses, and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city   to  said   amount. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent and  members  of  the  City  Council.  I 
have  introduced  orders  in  the  City  Council  for 
the  laying  out  of  suitable  bathing  facilities 
in  my  district.  I  also  have  introduced  an 
order  to  find  out  what  has  or  is  being  done 
by  the  Park  Department  and  City  Law 
Department  in  regard  to  that  plot  of  land 
below  the  Charles  River  dam  on  the  Boston 
side,  known  as  Lomasney  Park.  Most  of 
you    members    in    the    Council    are    fortunate 


you  enjoy  the  cooperation  and  assistance  of 
most  of  the  residents  of  your  district.  In  my 
ward  there  are  various  gangs  and  cliques  who, 
to  further  their  own  political  future,  hinder 
all  real  improvements  in  my  district.  If  you 
gentlemen  will  bear  with  me  for  a  few  moments 
I  will  read  what  a  so-called  philanthropist 
wrote  to  the  Mayor  about  me.  Quote:  '1 
realize  also  that  the  Honorable  John  I.  Fitz- 
gerald, who  should  speak  for  this  district,  is 
a  social  worker  engaged  in  getting  individuals 
of  this  section  jobs  and  personal  aid  to  meet 
their  wants  through  the  machinery  of  munici- 
pal government,"  end  of  quote.  Well,  Mr. 
President,  I  have  been  called  many  harsh 
names  in  my  day.  I  have  been  accused  Of 
many  things  even  by  my  fellow  councilors, 
but  never  have  I  been  so  insulted.  John  I. 
Fitzgerald  called  a  social  worker !  Just  imag- 
ine me  a  prying  busybody  butting  into  every- 
body's business.  I  always  classed  a  social 
worker  as  one  of  the  curses  of  our  day.  You 
members  from  South  Boston  remember  when 
the  residents  of  part  of  your  district  were 
called  "low  grade  Irish"  :  the  same  person 
called  me  a  social  worker.  He  gives  me  some 
credit — I  try  to  help  my  constituents  get  work. 
They  need  work  to  feed  and  clothe  themselves 
and  their  families.  Well,  he  can't  accuse  me 
of  getting  my  brother  a  nice  fat  job.  The 
Legislature  literally  stole  our  park  from  us ; 
they  took  it  to  make  a  speedway  for  the  ultra 
aristocrats  from  the  Newtons  and  outlying 
sections ;  they  needed  it  so  as  they  could  go 
from  their  palatial  estates  to  the  North  Shore 
without  being  delayed  by  traffic.  They  even 
blocked  traffic  lights  on  Charles  street,  the 
lights  would  delay  them.  Remember,  I  was 
not  in  the  Legislature  when  they  took  our 
park.  The  late  Martin  M.  Lomasney  made 
provisions  to  make  mandatory  the  transfer  of 
certain  lands  below  the  dam  for  a  beach,  but 
in  the  process  of  passage  of  the  act  the 
word  "may"  was  substituted  for  "shall."  It 
was  done  without  his  knowledge;  they  slipped 
it  over  him  at  the  time.  Those  residents 
above  the  Longfellow  Bridge  received  many 
benefits ;  they  got  a  beach  lagoon  and  other 
special  favors.  The  state  and  the  Storrow 
Fund  provided  these,  but  the  West  End  was 
robbed  of  its  park  and  a  speedway  made  of 
Charles  street  and  the  funny  part  of  it  is, 
the  city  had  to  pay  the  bill.  This  person, 
living  on  his  father's  reputation,  goes  on 
further  to  make  allegations  that  the  work 
done  on  the  Charlesbank  was  done  in  an  im- 
proper manner.  Some  of  these  allegations 
I  know  to  be  untrue,  but  they  ought  to  be  in- 
vestigated. 

Referred  to   Committee  on    Finance. 


BUS    LINE   BETWEEN   REVERE   BEACH 
AND    CITY    SQUARE. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  City  Council 
request  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  request  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  to  establish  a  bus 
line  between  Revere  Beach  and  City  square, 
Charlestown. 

Passed   under  suspension   of  the  rule. 


UNION  FREIGHT   COMPANY  FRANCHISE. 

Coun.   MELLEN   offered   the   following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Corporation    Counsel    be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
submit    to    the     City    Council    a    copy    of    the 
Union    Freight    Company    franchise. 
Passed   under  suspension   of  the  rule. 


DISCRIMINATION    OF    EMPLOYEES    ON 
FEDERAL  CONTRACTS. 

Coun.   MELLEN  offered  the   following: 
Resolved,     That   the   Boston   City   Council   de- 
sires  to  go  on  record  as  requesting  the  Boston 
Central     Labor     Council     not     to    discriminate 
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against  former  members  of  the  Building  Trades 
Union  and  citizens  of  Boston  when  employing 
men  on   Federal   contracts. 

Referred    to   Committee   on    Rules. 


IMPROVEMENTS  AT  DEWEY  BEACH, 
CHARLES  TOWN. 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  re-sand 
and   clean  up   Dewey   Beach,   Charlestown. 

Passed  under  suspension   of  the  rule. 


CATOH-BASIN    AT    P    STREET    AND 
BROADWAY. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  offered  the 
following  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  a  catchJbasin  at  the  junction 
of  P  street  and  Broadway,  Ward  6,  South 
Boston. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


IMPROVEMENT    AT    BATHING    BEACHES 
IN  SOUTH  BOSTON. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  and  KERRI- 
GAN offered  the  following  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
remove  stones  and  other  debris-  from  all  the 
bathing  beaches  in   South   Boston. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


TRAFFIC   SIGN    BETWEEN   BUNKER   HILL 
PARK  AND   DEWEY  BEACH. 

Coun.   MiELLEN   offered   the   following: 
-     Ordered,     That    the    Traffic     Commission    be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
install     a     "Go     Slow"     sign     between     Bunker 
Hill     Park   and  Dewey  Beach,   Charlestown. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


NEXT   MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  AGNEW,  it  was  voted 
that  when  the  Council  adjourned  it  would 
be  to  meet  on  Monday,  July  26,  1937,  at  two 
o'clock    p.    rn. 


INSTALLATION    OF    ELECTRIC    FANS    IN 
ELEVATED  TRAINS,  CARS  AND  BUSES. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  offered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  take  up  with  the  Boston  Elevated 
Trustees  the  advisability  of  installing  electric 
fans  in  all  elevated  trains,  surface  cars  and 
buses  operated  by  said  road  for  the  comfort 
and  convenience  of  patrons  during  the  summer 
season. 

Coun.  MURRAY— Mr.  President,  through  the 
hot  spell  last  week  the  buses  and  cars,  and 
especially  the  trains,  were  unbearable  and  I. 
believe  if  they  had  a  fan  to  circulate  the  air 
instead  of  being  100  on  the  outside  and  105 
in  the  cars  it  would  be  more  comfortable  for 
the  people  who  have  to  ride  on  cars  and  buses. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG — Mr.  President,  I  am 
heartily  in  favor  of  the  order,  and  only  re- 
cently, while  in  New  York  City,  I  noticed 
the  street  cars  and  buses  were  all  equipped 
with  electric  fans  and  it  is  certainly  a  con- 
venience and  comfort  to  the  people  traveling 
on  the  street  car  system,  and  I  believe  it  would 
be  a  benefit  to  the  people  of   Boston. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


FOOT  PATROL  POLICE  PROTECTION  FOR 
PIERCE  SQUARE,  DORCHESTER. 

Coun.    WILSON    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  tlo 
provide  adequate  foot  patrol  police  protection 
for   the   Pierce  square  section   of  Dorchester. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  have  in- 
troduced this  order  as  a  result  of  a  petition 
indorsed  by  numerous  merchants  and  business- 
men in  that  section  of  Boston,  which  I  am 
to  transmit  to  the  Police  Commissioner,  and 
which   reads   as   follows : 

"The  undersigned  are  merchants  and  busi- 
nessmen doing  business  in  and  around  that 
part  of  Boston  known  as  Dorchester  Lower 
Mills. 

During  the  past  several  months  a  number  of 
stores  in  this  locality  have  been  broken  into 
and  entered  in  the  night  time  resulting  in 
losses  by  theft  of  merchandise  and  sums  of 
money. 

It  is  our  belief  that  the  repetition  of  such 
breaks  may  be  traced  to  the  fact  that  inade- 
quate police  protection  is  accorded  our  business 
section  during  the  early  morning  hours  and 
that  the  crimes  will  continue  unabated  unless 
additional  police  are  assigned  to  patrol  the 
district. 

Therefore,  we  respectfully  request  that  in 
addition  to  the  supervision  of  the  neighbor- 
hood at  night  by  officers  in  automobiles,  at 
least  one  officer  cm  foot  be  detailed  to  patrol 
the  business  area. 

If  this  is  done,  we  will  feel  that  our  property 
is  being  more  adequately  protected  and  that 
those  who  have  been  responsible  for  the 
breaks  in  the  past  will  be  deterred  from  at- 
tempting  them   again." 

I  believe  the  request  is  reasonable  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  in  the  past  three  or  four 
months  a  drug  store  has  been  broken  into, 
a  fruit  store  and  a  store  at  the  corner  of 
Richmond  street  and  Dorchester  avenue  has 
been  broken  into  and  robbery  committed  three 
times  in  the  last  four  months,  the  last  time 
as  recently  as  Thursday  night,  which  corrobo- 
rates much  of  what  has  been  already  said  in 
this  Council,  that  so  far  as  residential  districts 
of  the  city  are  concerned,  we  require  more 
of  the  old  style  foot  patrol  protection  and  less 
of  these  cruising  cars  which,  so  far  as  a  square 
like  Pierce  square,  Dorchester,  is  concerned, 
a  fairly  well  lighted  spot,  the  patrol  car 
arrangement  has  proved  entirely  inadequate 
and  there  has  been  an  epidemic  of  breaks 
throughout  this  entire  area,  with  stores  three 
or  four  doors  from  each  other  robbed  within 
one  or  two  weeks. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


INFORMATION   REQUESTED  FROM  OVER- 
SEERS OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE. 

Coun.    WILSON    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Wel- 
fare <be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  advise  the  City  Council  promptly  as 
to  the  total  number  of  active  cases  now  re- 
ceiving aid  from  or  through  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton,   whether   as 

a.     Mothers'  Aid  : 

ib.     Dependent   Aid  : 

c.     Old   Age   Assistance, 
and   also    in    each    instance   how    many   of   such 
cases   are  aliens. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  this  order 
is  for  the  purpose  of  information  only  at  the 
pi-'-sent  time,  although  I  do  bear  in  mind  that 
when,  through  action  of  the  Council,  the  Wel- 
fare Department  was  investigated  in  1934 
and  1935.  in  some  wards  of  the  city  as  high 
as  25  to  30  per  cent  of  the  welfare  recipients 
were  aliens.  I  have  in  mind,  of  course,  the 
recent  order  from  Washington  giving  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  preference  so 
far  as  the  dwindling  W.  P.  A.  jobs  are  con- 
cerned.  I  personally  believe  if  the  city  were 
financially  able,  we  undoubtedly  do  owe  a 
certain  duty  to  all  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  but  with   the   City  of  Boston   now, 
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from  a  businessman's  viewpoint,  in  bank- 
ruptcy, and  due  to  the  fact  that  we  are  borrow- 
ing money  to  pay  current  expenses,  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  the  time  may  well  be  shortly 
at  hand  when  adequate  allowances  imist  first 
be  made  to  the  citizens,  and  then  if  any 
money  is  left  and  the  city  can  continue  doing 
business  without  folding  up,  there  may  be 
some  opportunity  to  give  relief  to  those  persons 
who  have  lived  in  this  country  for  years  with- 
out having  sufficient  interest  even  to  take  out 
first  papers  of  citizenship.  I  think  it  will 
be  enlightening  information  and  it  is  only 
on  a  question  of  information  I  ask  at  the 
present  time  that  we  ascertain  definitely  in 
the  three  grades  or  sections  of  welfare, — 
Mother's  Aid,  Dependent  Aid,  Old  Age  Assist- 
ance, the  number  of  cases  at  the  present  time 
and  also  the  number  of  aliens  on  the  welfare 
roles. 

Passed   under    suspension    of    the   rule. 


RESURFACING   ARMANDINE   STREET, 
WARD  17. 

Coun.    WILSON    offered    the    following: 
Ordered  .That    the     Commissioner    of     Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  provide  for  the  early  resurfacing  of 
Armandine  street,  Ward  17. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNALS  AT   ELIOT   SQUARE. 

Coun.   HARRIS  offered  the   following: 
Ordered,     That   the   Traffic    Commissioner   be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 


provide  for  the  installation  of  traffic  signal 
lights  in  Eliot  squaTe,  Roxbury,  in  order  to 
insure  the  safety  of  children  who  will  attend 
the  new  James  P.  Timilty  school  which  is 
scheduled   to  open   in   September. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAIR  OF  BRIDGE  AT  COLUMBIA 
ROAD. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
replace  the  missing  rails  in  the  bridge  an 
Columbia  road,  about  opposite  the  Air  Re- 
duction Sales  plant,  as  a  means  of  prevent- 
ing further  accidents  at  this  point. 
Passed   under   suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC   POLICEMEN  FOR  STRANDWAY. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  and  MURRAY  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Police  Commissioner  to  assign  traffic  police- 
men at  all  intersections  along  the  South  Bos- 
ton Strandway  for  the  period  of  the  summer 
season,  thereby  eliminating  as  much  as  pos- 
sible the  danger  to  pedestrians  from  the  con- 
stant stream  of  automobiles  using   that  road. 

Passed   under   suspension  of  the   rule. 


Adjourned,   at   4.25   p.    m.,   to   meet   on   Mon- 
day, July  26,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m. 


CITY    OF    BOSTON    PRINTING    DEPARTMENT 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,   July  26,   1937. 

'Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  in  the 
City  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m., 
President  FITZGERALD  in  the  chair.  Absent, 
Coun.  Brackman,  Harris,  Peter  A.  Murray, 
Norton,    Roberts. 


LIFE   INSURANCE    OF    APPLICANT'S    FOR 
OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE. 

The  following  was  received  : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office   of  the   Mayor,    July   26,    1937. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Wel- 
fare relative  to  your  order  of  June  28,  1937, 
concerning  the  life  insurance  of  applicants 
for   old  age  assistance. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 

July  2.1,  1937. 
John   F.   Gilmore,   Jr.,   Assistant  Secretary, 
Mayor's   Office. 
Dear     Sir, — The    workers    of    the    Old     Age 
Division    have    been    instructed    repeatedly    not 
to  recommend  an   adjustment  on  the  insurance 


of  an  applicant  until  they  are  certain  that 
the  applicant  is  otherwise  eligible  for  old 
age  assistance. 

Very    truly   yours, 

Patrick   J.   Moynihan, 

Executive  Director. 
Placed   on    file. 


ACTIVE   PUBLIC   WELFARE    CASES. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    July   26,    1937. 
To   the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Wel- 
fare relative  to  your  order  of  July  12,  119:37, 
concerning  the  total  number  of  active  cases 
now  receiving  aid  from  or  through  the  City 
of    Boston. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 


City   of   Boston, 
Overseers   of    the    Public    Welfare, 

July  23,   1937. 
Hon.   Frederick  W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor  of   Boston. 

Sir, — The  City  Council  recently  forwarded 
an  order  requesting  the  number  of  aliens  on 
the  Welfare  rolls  of  the  city  according  to  the 
three  classifications  of  Dependent  Aid,  Aid 
to  Dependent  Children,  and  Old  Age  Assist- 
ance. 

Citizenship  is  a  requirement  necessary  for 
eligibility  for  old  age  assistance.  Therefore, 
there  are  no  aliens  on  the  rolls  of  the  old 
age  assistance  group.  In  the  Dependent  Aid 
Division,  there  are  14,208  cases  as  of  July 
21,  1937,  and  of  these  there  are  4,609  heads 
of  families  or  single  persons  registered  as 
aliens.  This  represents  32.5  per  cent  of  the 
entire  Dependent  Aid  case  load.  The  distribu- 
tion  of   the   alien    group  is   as   follows : 


East  Boston 

Charlestown 

Blossom  (North  and  West  Ends) 

Fayette  (South  End) 

Whittier  (Roxbury) 

Brighton 

Jamaica  Plain 

Hyde  Park 

Hancock  (Dorchester) 

South  B  }ston 

Totals • 


1,1.13 

555 

579 

119 

1,561 

912 

4,148 

1,048 

2,277 

596 

312 

77 

471 

186 

357 

103 

2,254 

665 

1,134 

348 

14,208 

4,609 

49.8 
20.6 
58.4 
25.3 
26.2 
24.6 
39.5 
28.9 
29.5 
30.7 


32.5 


The  Aid  to  Dependent  Children  case  load 
is  1,776.  Our  average  weekly  payment  to 
families  entitled  to  aid  to  dependent  children 
or  mothers'   aid   is  approximately   $26,000. 

The  heads  of  813  families  are  aliens  and 
the  payments  made  to  this  group  are  $12,- 
131.08.  The  percentage  of  families  headed  by 
aliens  is  45.78  per  cent.  The  percentage  of 
weekly  payments  made  to  this  group  is  45.76 
per   cent. 

Yours   truly, 

Patrick   J.   Moynihan, 

Executive  Director. 
Placed    on    file. 


FURNISHING    OF    BATHING    SUITS. 
The  following   was   received : 
City  of   Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    July    26,    1937. 
To   the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Depart- 
ment and  a  communication  from  the  Health 
Commissioner  relative  to  your  order  of  July 
12,  1937,  concerning  the  furnishing  of  bath- 
ing suits,  without  charge,  to  children  using 
the  Whittier  street  pool  in  Roxbury. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 
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City  of   Boston, 
Park  Department,    July   21,   1937. 
Hon.   Frederick  W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear     Sir, — 1     have    your     memorandum     of 
July    19,    1937,    with    inclosure,    order    of    the 
City    iCouncil    that    the    Park    Commission    be 
requested    to    furnish    bathing    suits,     without 
charge,    to   children    using    the   Whittier    street 
pool   in   Roxbury. 

Please  be   informed   that   the  Whittier   street 
pool  comes  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board 
of  Health  and  not  the  Park  Department. 
'Respectfully    yours, 
William   P.   Long,   Chairman. 

Health    Department,    July    26,    1937. 
Hon.   Frederick  W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor  of   Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — Your    memorandum    of    July    22, 
1937,    attached   to    City    Council    order   of    July 
12,    1937, — "To   furnish   bathing   suits,    without 
charge,    to    children    using   the   Whittier   street 
pool  'in   Roxbury,"   has  been  received. 

The  Health  Department  would  be  glad  to 
carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  City  Council  in 
the  matter  of  free  bathing  suits  to  children 
at  the  Whittier  street  pool,  but  unfortunately 
the  Health  Department  has  no  funds  in  its 
budget  to  cover  cost  of  bathing  suits  and  the 
laundering  of   the  same. 

Yours    respectfully, 
H.   F.  R.   Watts,   M.   D., 

Health    Commissioner. 
Placed   on   file. 


RELEASE   OF   BOND   UPON   HANLEY  OIL 
COMPANY. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    July    26,    1937. 
To   the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  submitting  herewith  a 
letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
relating  to  a  proposed  release  of  the  Employ- 
ers' Liability  Assurance  Corporation  from  its 
liability  as  surety  on  a  certain  bond  dated 
July  26,  1932,  upon  which  bond  the  Hanley 
Oil   Company,   Inc.,    is   principal. 

The  letter,  with  the  accompanying  order, 
is  self-explanatory  and  I  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  your  order  by  your 
Honorable    Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.  Mansfield,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works,  Department,  July  26,  1937. 
To   His   Honor  the  Mayor. 

On  July  26,  1932,  the  Hanley  Oil  Company, 
Inc.,  as  principal,  and  the  Employers'  Liability 
Assurance  Corporation,  Limited,  as  surety, 
furnished  this  department  with  a  street 
permit  bond   in  the  sum  of  $20,000. 

On  July  26,  1937,  the  same  company  as 
principal,  and  the  Maryland  Casualty  Com- 
pany as  surety,  furnished  another  bond  in 
the  same  amount  which  was  to  supersede  the 
previous   bond. 

We  have  received  a  request  for  the  cancel- 
lation of  the  bond  dated  July  25,  1932,  and  as 
there  is  no  reason  why  we  should  require  two 
bonds,  I  see  no  objection  in  honoring  the 
request. 

I  am   attaching   hereto   an   order,   in   a   form 
satisfactory    to    the   Law   Department,    which    I 
respectfully    suggest   be    presented    to    the   City 
Council  to  effect  the  release  desired. 
Respectfully, 
E.   M.   Richardson, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Whereas,     On     July    26,     1932,    Hanley    Oil 

Company,  Inc.,  as  principal,  and  the  Em- 
ployers' Liability  Assurance  Corporation, 
Limited,  as  surety,  furnished  a  (bond  to  the 
City  of  Boston  for  $20,000,  the  condition  of 
said  bond  being :  "that  if  Hanley  Oil  Com- 
pany, Inc.,  has  received  or  shall  hereafter 
receive,  any  permit  from  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  to  occupy,  or  make  an  open- 
ing   in,    any    public    way,    and   shall    faithfully 


discharge  and  perform  every  duty  and  re- 
quirement imposed  by  statute,  ordinance  or 
regulation  upon  persons  occupying,  or  making 
openings  in,  public  ways,  conform  to  all 
directions  of  the  'Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  relating  to  the  work  done  under  such 
permit,  and  pay  all  expenses  and  damages 
incurred  by  the  city  or  recovered  from  it  by 
reason  of  such  occupation,  opening  or  work, 
the  obligation  shall  become  of  no  effect ;  other- 
wise it  shall  continue  in  full  force,"  which 
bond  was  deemed  satisfactory  by  J.  A.  Rourke, 
Commissioner    of    Public    Works,    and 

Whereas,  On  July  26.  1937,  said  Hanley  Oil 
Company,  Inc.,  as  principal,  and  Maryland 
Casualty  Company,  as  surety,  furnished  a 
bond  to  the  City  of  Boston  for  $20,000,  the 
condition  of  said  bond  being  the  same  as  the 
condition  of  said  bond  furnished  on  July  26, 
1932,  which  bond  was  deemed  satisfactory  by 
E.  M.  Richardson,  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works ;     Now,    therefore, 

Ordered,  That  the  Employers'  Liability 
Assurance  Corporation.  Limited,  as  surety  on 
said  bond  dated  July  26,  1932,  be,  and  hereby 
is,  released  from  its  liability  thereon,  as  of 
and  from  the  date  of  the  approval  of  this 
order  by  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to   Executive  Committee. 


SALE   OF   TAX   TITLE    PROPERTY   AT    32S 
HARRISON  AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received  : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of    the   Mayor,   July   23,    1937. 
To   the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  letter 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
relating  to  an  offer  to  purchase  a  parcel  of 
property  located  at  328  Harrison  avenue,  Bos- 
ton, which  property  was  acquired  from  fore- 
closure of  a  tax  title  held  by  the  city. 

I  also  transmit  an  order  authorizing  the  sale 
of  said  parcel.  The  price  recited  in  the 
order  is  a  minimum  price,  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings  having  stated  in  his  letter 
that  the  sale  of  these  premises  at  public 
auction  with  minimum  price  is  in  the  best 
interests   of   the   city. 

I  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of 
this   order. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.  Mansfield,   Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Public     Buildings    Department, 

June  25,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor   of    Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — In     accordance    with    the    provi- 
sions   of   chapter    3,    Ordinances    of    1935,    con- 
cerning tax  title  property,  I  respectfully  submit 
an    offer    from    Mitchell    G.    Hadge,    11    Beacon 
street,    Boston,    for    the    land    and    building    at 
32S    Harrison    avenue,    Boston,    in    the   sum   of 
fifteen    hundred    (1,500)    dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  December  31, 
1936,  amount  to  two  thousand  sixteen  dollars 
and  sixty-five  cents  ($2,016.65),  which  includes 
the  nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the  year  1931, 
but    does    not    include    interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  fifteen 
hundred  (1,500)  dollars  is  approved  by  Your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property  will 
then  be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at  public 
auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The 
figure  of  fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  dollars  will 
be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property  that 
the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be 
announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public 
auction   sale. 

In  my  opinion  it  will  serve  the  city's  interests 
to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent   of    Public    Buildings, 

N.  B. — Because  foreclosure  was  not  made 
until  1937.  taxes,  etc.,  for  1937  do  not  appear 
on  cost  sheet,  'because  at  this  time  they  are  not 
available.  For  this  reason  the  City  Collector's 
signature   does    not    appear    hereon. 
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Mitchell   G.    Hadge, 

Attorney   and   'Counsellor-at-Law, 

11  Beacon  Street,   Boston. 

June  1,   1937. 
Major   Roswell   G.    Hall,   Esq., 

Superintendent    of    Public    Buildings. 
'Dear   Sir, — I   am  hereby   submitting   an   offer 
of  purchase  in  the  sum  of  $1,500  for  premises 
located   at   328    Harrison   avenue   in    Boston. 

In  view  of  the  dilapidated  condition  of  the 
premises  and  in  view  of  the  amount  of  (money 
which  will  have  to  be  expended  in  order  to 
put  the  premises  in  a  reasonable  condition  for 
habitation,  I  hope  that  you  will  consider  this 
offer,  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  be  in  the  best 
interest  of  the  city,  that  the  same  will  be 
accepted. 

1  -would  appreciate  early  action  on  this  if 
the  same   is    possible. 

Thanking  you  for  any  consideration  the 
city  may  extend  in  this  matter,  I  ibeg  to 
remain, 

Very    respectfully   yours, 

Mitchell  G.  Hadge. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  February  9,  1937,  foreclosed  the  right 
of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded 
with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5394,  page  182, 
to  the  land  and  building  situate  on  Har- 
rison avenue  in  Boston,  being  numbered 
3'28  in  the  numbering  of  Harrison  avenue, 
as  is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax  deed ; 
and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said 
premises  has  been  made  by  Mitchell  G.  Hadge 
for  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  ($1,500)  ; 
now,    therefore,    it    is    hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval 
Of  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's 
right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of 
land  and  said  building  at  public  auction 
at  a  minimum  price  of  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars    ($1,500)  ;    and    it    is    hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  de- 
liver, in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of  said  land  and 
building  a  written  instrument  satisfactory 
in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title  and  in- 
terest of  said  City  of  Boston  in  said  prem- 
ises upon  the  payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid 
therefor    at     said     auction. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Lands    and     Tax     Titles. 


TRANSFER    TO    CONTINGENT    FUND. 

The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of   the   Mayor,   July,   23,  1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  at- 
tached communication  from  the  City  Auditor 
in  which  it  is  recommended  that  a  transfer 
of  $75,000  be  made  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to    the    Contingent    Fund. 

As  pointed  out  by  the  auditor,  the  budget 
appropriation  provided  by  your  Honorable 
Body  in  the  case  of  this  latter  fund  is  now 
practically  exhausted,  and  the  proposed  trans- 
fer is  necessary  in  order  to  meet  the  man- 
datory recurring  expenses  which  are  charged 
against  the  fund.  I  submit  herewith  an  order 
providing  for  the  transfer  of  $75,000  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  Contingent  Fund, 
and  respectfully  recommend  its  adoption. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Auditing  Department,   July  22,   1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 
Dear     Sir, — The    budget    as    finally     adopted 
by   the   City   Council   included   an   appropriation 
of    $175,000    for    the    Contingent    Fund.     This 


fund  is  used  for  the  payment  of  claims,  ex- 
ecutions of  court,  court  fees,  expert  witnesses, 
legal  and  miscellaneous  expenses.  According 
to  the  records  of  this  office  there  has  actually 
been  expended  from  the  fund  to  date  the 
sum  of  ■$121,1800.80.  In  addition,  there  has 
been  earmarked  within  the  fund  appropria- 
tions for  special  purposes  approved  by  the 
City  Council  totaling  $50,(399.47.  There  is 
thus  left  in  the  fund  at  the  present  time 
a  free  and  unencumbered  balance  of  $2,799.73 
— an  amount  totally  inadequate  to  provide 
for  the  charges  against  the  fund  which  will 
naturally  arise  between  now  and  the  close 
of  the  year.  In  view  of  the  fact  these  charges 
are  more  or  less  mandatory  in  character,  it 
is  necessary  to  strengthen  the  unexpended 
balance  remaining  in  the  fund  by  a  transfer 
from    the    Reserve    Fund. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  a  transfer 
order  be  prepared  for  submission  to  the  City 
Council  providing  for  the  transfer  of  $75,000 
from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  Contingent 
Fund.  This  amount  will  probably  not  be 
sufficient  to  cover  all  charges  which  will  be 
made  against  the  fund  during  the  remainder 
of  the  current  year,  but,  in  my  opinion,  is 
the  maximum  amount  which  should  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  Reserve  'Fund  at  this  time. 
Respectfully, 
Charles  J.   Fox,   City  Auditor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and    hereby    is,    authorized    to    transfer : 

From  the  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund, 
$75,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  Contingent 
Fund  (for  the  payment  of  claims,  executions 
of  court,  court  fees,  expert  witnesses,  legal 
and    miscellaneous    expenses),    $75,000'. 

Referred    to    the    Executive    Committee. 


POST  OFFICE  IN  EAST  BOSTON. 

The    following    was    received: 

City    of    Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,   July   26,    1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — As  you  have  been  informed, 
the  United  States  Government  had  intended 
to  withdraw  its  interest  in  the  proposed  6ite 
for  a  post  office  in  East  Boston  on  July  12, 
but  upon  request  postponed  any  action  to 
that  end  until  the  next  meeting  of  your 
Honorable  Body,  which  is  held  today.  I  as- 
sume, therefore,  that  the  sale  of  the  city 
property  on  the  proposed  site  to  the  United 
States  Government  will  come  up  for  definitive 
action    today. 

I  believe  that  the  only  objection  to  the  sale 
of  •  the  property  has  been  the  fact  that  the 
American  Legion  Post  now  quartered  in  the 
old  Police  Station  would  be  dispossessed  of 
its  quarters.  You  will  recall,  however,  that 
when  this  subject  was  first  considered  provi- 
sion was  to  have  been  made  to  transfer  the 
quarters  of  the  Post  to  the  building  at  the 
corner  of  London  and  Meridian  streets  which 
had  been  used  by  the  Transit  Commission 
while  the  tunnel  was  under  construction. 
This  may  still  be  done  and  at  a  conference 
held  in  the  Mayor's  office  last  week  Col. 
Thomas  F.  Sullivan,  chairman  of  the  Transit 
Commission,  and  Mr.  Roswell  G.  Hal],  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings,  were  instructed 
to  communicate  with  the  Building  Commis- 
sioner to  ascertain  what  alterations  and  im- 
provements would  be  necessary  in  order 
to  make  the  building  in  question  suitable  for 
quarters  for  the  American  Legion  Post.  It 
is  proposed  to  make  necessary  and  adequate 
alterations  and  repairs  to  put  this  building  in 
proper  condition  to  serve  as  quarters  for 
the  Post  if  your  Honorable  Body  approves  of 
the   sale    to    the    United    States    Government. 

I  inclose  herewith  an  estimate  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  of  $6,000 
for  alterations  in  the  building  and  one  from 
the  Building  Commissioner  of  $3,855  for 
structural  ohanges  making  a  total  of  $9,855 
which    it    is    estimated    would    be    required    to 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


place    the    building    in    proper    condition    for 
use    by    the    American    Legi°n- 
use      y  Respectfully, 

Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City  of  iBoston, 
Public     Buildings     Department, 

July  26,   liMi. 
Hon     Frederick   W.    Mansfield, 

Mayor   of   Boston  ma<Je  & 

f.   determine   the   approximate  cost   of   prepar- 

fe°Ve^    E^Boston.0  The    following    * 

my  Estimated   cost  of  .the  necessary   work: 

$750 
Painting   and   decorating *g00 

Staamfittmg     „  ;00 

Electric   lighting   and   fixtures £«« 

Repair  wood  floors g()0 

Linoleum    floors ^qq 

Rough    woodwork........ 400 

Wood   standing    finish 75 

Hardware    12; 

Glass     1000 

Plumbing    • • 300 

Miscellaneous    ironwork 55Q 

Incidentals    \ 

$6,000 

Mr.  Roemer,  the  Building  Commissioner,  has 
estimated  in  a  letter  to  your  Honor  the  cost 
of  structural  changes  necessary,  at  5?.»&&- 
which,  added  to  the  above  amount  which  I 
have  estimated,  gives  a  total  approximate 
cost  of  necessary  alterations  to  the  building  of 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent   of    Public    Buildings. 


City  of   Boston, 
Building  Department,   July   23,   193 1. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor   of    Boston. 
Dear     Sir,— At     your     request,     conveyed     to 
me  through  Mr.   Roswell  G.  Hall,  I  have  exam- 
med   the  building   located   at    127.    129   and    131 
Meridian    street   and    117    London    street,    East 

°l  find  this  is  a  brick  building,  29  feet  front 
on  Meridian  street  and  26  feet  on  London 
street,  and  approximately  60  feet  deep.  It 
is  three  stories  high  with  a  mansard  roof. 
It  has  formerly  been  occupied  for  one  store 
and    tenements. 

The  exterior  walls  are  poor.  The  store  is 
in  fair  condition.  The  upper  three  floors, 
formerly  used  for  tenements,  are  to  extremely 
poor    condition.     Plumbing    fixtures    have   been 

I  submit  below  a  rough  estimate  of  the 
work  required  to  convert  this  structure  to  a 
two-story  building  and  make  habitable  for  a 
prospective  tenant,  namely,  the  American 
Legion  : 

Remove  third  story  and  mansard  roof $1,300 

Build  crickets   on  present   third   floor 150 

Roofing  300 

Reinforce  first   floor «UU 

Brick    wall,    first    story,    south    side 500 

Patching    remainder   of   brick   wall,    south 

side  100 

Remove  plaster  and  replaster  second  story,  875 

Patch  plaster  in  store 30 

Incidentals  -  600 

Total   ...$3,855 

This    estimate    does    not    include    the   wiring, 
plumbing,   heating,   papering  or  painting. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Edward  W.    Roemer. 

Building  Commissioner. 
Placed  on   file. 


SALE  OF  LAND  TO  DOWNES  REALTY 
CORPORATION. 

The   following   was   received : 
City  of  Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    July    26,    1937. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  Downes  Realty  Corpora- 
tion, which  owns  certain  property  in  the 
South  Bay  district  of  Boston,  is  desirous  of 
purchasing  a  portion  of  the  flats  contiguous 
to  their  present  location.  The  area  of  the 
property  which  they  wish  to  acquire  is  8,069 
square  feet,  is  irregular  in  shape  and  practi- 
cally worthless  for  any  other  purpose,  or  to 
any  other  purchaser,  excepting  the  Downes 
Realty   Corporation. 

The  Law  Department  has  passed  upon  the 
title  to  the  flats  and  is  satisfied  that  the  city 
has  a  legal  right  to  convey  them.  Mr.  Kelley, 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Assessors,  thinks  that 
a  price  of  10  cents  per  foot  would  be  fair  and 
at  the  same  time  would  not  prejudice  the  city 
in  the  pursuit  of  its  claim  to  certain  other 
flats   in   the  same  district. 

There  seems  to  be  an  opportunity  here  of 
conveying  these  flats  to  a  private  owner  who 
will  develop  them,  thus  converting  the  property 
into   a   tax-yielding   parcel. 

Accordingly     I     am     inclosing     herewith     an 
order    for    the    sale    of    the    property    to     the 
Downes    Realty   Corporation    for   eight   hundred 
dollars    ($800)    and  recommend   its  adoption. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,   Mayor. 

Whereas,  The  Downes  Realty  Corporation, 
a  corporation  organzied  under  the  laws  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and  having 
a  usual  place  of  business  in  Boston  in  said 
Commonwealth,  petitioned  the  Land  Court, 
Suffolk  Registry  District,  to  register  certain 
premises  situate  in  Boston  on  the  northerly 
side  of  Southampton  street  in  said  Boston 
and  more  fully  described  in  said  petition,  the 
said  petition  being  numbered  15737  in  the 
numbering  of  the  docket  of  the  said  Land 
Court  ;   and 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  has  a  sub- 
stantial claim  to  the  title  of  a  portion  of  the 
said  premises  sought  to  be  registered  as  afore- 
said :  and 

Whereas,  The  said  Downes  Realty  Corpora- 
tion is  desirous  of  purchasing  all  right,  title 
and  interest  which  the  City  of  Boston  has  in 
the  said  portion  of  flats  ;  now,  therefore,  ot  is 
hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized,  in  the  name  and 
behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  convey  to 
the  said  Downes  Realty  Corporation,  by  a 
written  instrument  satisfactory  in  form  to 
the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
upon  the  payment  to  the  said  City  of  Bos- 
ton of  eight  hundred  dollars  ($800),  all  its 
right,  title  and  interest  in  the  following 
described   parcel    of    flats,    namely: 

A  certain  parcel  of  flats  situate  in  Boston 
northwesterly  from  Southampton  street  and 
bounded   and   described   as   follows : 

Southeasterly  by  flats  supposed  to  belong  now 
or  formerly  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, sixty-five  and  95-100  feet;  northeast- 
erly by  a  line  running  through  a  portion  of 
the  South  Bay,  two  hundred  twenty-five  and 
69-100  feet ;  northwesterly  by  the  southeast- 
erly line  of  the  Roxbury  Canal,  so  called,  fif- 
teen and  56-100  feet ;  southwesterly  by  other 
flats  sought  to  be  registered  in  said  petition, 
twenty-nine  and  61-100  feet :  southeasterly  by 
the  same,  fifteen  feet :  southwesterly  again  by 
the  same,  by  four  measurements,  twenty- 
eight  and  26-100  feet ;  seventeen  and  82-100 
feet ;  forty-one  and  31-100  feet :  one  hundred 
four  and  31-100  feet ;  respectively,  containing 
8,069    square  feet  of  flats,   more  or  less. 

The  above  described  premises  are  shown  on 
a  plan  marked  "Plan  of  Land  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  Roxbury  District,  Scale  50  feet. 
1  inch,  August  2.  1935.  William  S.  Crocker. 
Civil  Engineer,  Successor  to  Aspinwall  & 
Lincoln,   46    Cornhill,   Boston,    Mass." 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


JULY    26,    1937. 
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IMPROVEMENTS    AT    CARTER    PLAY- 
GROUND. 

The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,    July   22,    1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen,- — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  chairman  of  the  Park 
Department  relative  to  your  order  of  July 
12,  Ii9i37,  concerning  the  repairing  of  the 
drinking  fountain  on  the  Carter  Playground, 
Columbus  avenue,  and  the  providing  of  hot 
water  for  shower  baths  for  ball  players. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park    Department,    July    21,    1987. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 
Dear     Sir, — I     have     your     memorandum     of 
July     19    with     inclosure,     order     of    the     City 
Council    that    the    Park    Commissioner    be    re- 
quested   to    repair    the    drinking    fountain    on 
the   Carter   Playground,   Columbus   avenue,   and 
to  provide  hot  water  for  shower  baths  for  ball 
players. 

Please  be  informed  the  drinking  fountain 
is  being  repaired  at  the  present  time.  The 
damage  was  caused  by  blockage  of  the  water 
pipe. 

Hot  water  cannot  be  provided  at  the  pres- 
ent time  on  account  of  lack  of  appropriation 
for    fuel. 

Respectfully   yours, 
William    P.    Long,    Chairman. 
Placed    on    file. 


REPAIR  OF  BRIDGE  AT  COLUMBIA  ROAD. 
The   following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of   the   Mayor,    July   22,    1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  chairman  of  the  Park 
Department  relative  to  your  order  of  July 
12',  1937.  concerning  the  replacing  of  the 
missing  rails  in  the  bridge  on  Columbia  road, 
about  opposite  the  Air  Reduction  Sales  plant. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Park  Department,   July  21,   1937. 
Hon.     Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 
Dear     Sir, — I     have     your     memorandum     of 
July     19     with     inclosure,     City     Council    order 
that    the    Park    Commissioner    be    requested    to 
replace    the    missing    rails    in    the    bridge    on 
Clolumbiia      road,      about      opposite      the      Air 
Reduction     Sales     plant. 

A     contract     has     been     awarded     to     P.     J. 
Dinn   &   Co.,   for   this  work,   which   necessitates 
the     molding     of     three     posts     and     replacing 
of    two    railings,  ■  etc.     The    preliminary    work 
on   these   repairs    has    to    be   performed    in    the 
shop  and  is   in  progress  at  the  present  time. 
Respectfully   yours, 
William    P.    Long,    Chairman. 
Placed    on     file. 


SUNDAY     OPENING     OF     BATH     HOUSES. 
The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of   the   Mayor,    July   22,    1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  chairman  of  the  Park 
Deparment  relative  to  your  order  of  July  12, 
1937,  concerning  the  keeping  open  on  Sun- 
day mornings  of  the  bath  houses  at  the 
Cabot  Street  and  West  Brookline  Street  Mu- 
nicipal    Buildings. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  July  21,  1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 
Dear     Sir, — I     have     your     memorandum     of 
July    19    with    inclosure,    copy    of    City   Council 
order     that     the     Park      Commission      be      re- 
quested   to    keep    open    on    Sunday    mornings 
the  bath   houses  at  the  Cabot  Street  and   West 
Brookline     Street    Municipal     Buildings. 

I     regret     exceedingly     to     inform     you     the 
department     has     no     funds     to     employ    addi- 
tional   help    that   would    be    required    in    order 
to    comply    with    the    Council    order. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William    P.    Long,    Chairman. 
Placed    on     file. 


IMPROVEMENTS      AT      COLUMBUS      AVE- 
NUE   PLAYGROUND. 
The     following    was     received: 

City    of    Boston, 
Office    of    the   Mayor,    July    15,    1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  chairman  of  the  Park 
Department  relative  to  your  order  of  June 
28,  concerning  repairs  and  improvements  to 
the  baseball  diamond  and  tennis  courts  at 
the  Columbus  Avenue  Playground  on  Co- 
lumbus   avenue. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  July  13,   1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 
Dear     Sir, — I     have     your     memorandum     of 
July     8     with     inclosure,     order     of     the     City 
Council    that    the    Park    Commissioner    be    di- 
rected    to     make    necessary     repairs     and     im- 
provements     to      the     baseball      diamond     and 
tennis    courts    at    the    Columbus    Avenue    Play- 
ground   on     Columbus     avenue. 

Please    be    informed    that    the    baseball    dia- 
monds   and    tennis    courts    on    this    playground 
are    being    cared    for    at    the    present    time. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William    P.    Long,    Chairman. 
Placed    on     file. 


EXTENSION    OF    HOURS    AT    MUNICIPAL 
BUILDING. 
The    following    was    received: 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of    the  Mayor,   July    15,    1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  chairman  of  the  Park 
Department  relative  to  your  order  of  June 
28,  concerning  the  extension  of  accomodation 
hours  at  the  Municipal  Building  at  the  corner 
of  East  Brookline  street  and  Shawmut  ave- 
nue. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Park  Department,  July  12,   1937. 
Hon.     Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor   of    Boston. 
Dear     Sir, — I     have     your     memorandum     of 
July    8    with    inclosure,    order    from    the    City 
Council    that    the    Municipal    Building    at    the 
corner   of   East   Brookline   street  and   Shawmut 
avenue   be   opened    from    9   a.    m.    to    10   p.    m. 
I     regret    to    inform    you    that    this    depart- 
ment   has    no     funds    available    for    additional 
men    and    women    that    would    be    necessary    to 
comply    with    the    Council    order. 

Respectfully   yours, 
William    P.    Long,    Chairman. 
Placed    on    file. 
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INSTALLATION    OF    SAFETY    ISLAND    AT 
WASHINGTON  AND   RIVER  STREETS. 
The   following   was   received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   July   19,    1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  Commissioner  of  Pub- 
lic Works  relative  to  your  order  of  March 
2'9i,  1937,  concerning  the  installation  of  a 
safety  island  at  the  intersection  of  Washing- 
ton and  River  streets  in  Ward  17. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  July  14,   1937. 
Mr.    John    F.    Gilmore,    Jr., 

Assistant    Secretary,    Mayor's    Office. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  your  communi- 
cation of  April  1,  the  same  being  an  attached 
City  Council  order  requesting  information 
as  to  the  cost  of  construction  of  a  safety 
island  at  the  intersection  of  Washington  and 
River   streets.    Ward   117. 

I  turned  this  request  over  to  the  Traffic 
Commission    which    reports    as    follows : 

The  proposition  to  erect  some  sort  of 
structure  at  the  intersection  of  River  and 
Washington  streets,  Dorchester,  has  been  con- 
sidered on  several  occasions  by  the  engineers 
of  this  commission.  It  has  been  our  consist- 
ent opinion,  which  we  still  maintain,  that  the 
intersection  does  not  lend  itself  to  such  an 
installation.  We  consider  that  any  structure 
erected  in  or  near  the  center  of  the  inter- 
section will  be  an  obstacle  to  traffic  and  will 
increase  the  accident  hazards.  The  danger 
of  this  intersection  is  caused  by  speeding 
motorists,  which  can  only  be  eliminated  by 
police  supervision,  as  the  motorist  entering 
this  intersection  from  any  of  the  three  ap- 
proaches   is    afforded    an     excellent    view. 

For     your     information     the     Public     Works 
Department   would    be    unable    to   consider    this 
construction,    as    the    money    is    not    available. 
Very  truly  yours, 

E.    M.    Richardson, 
Commissioner    of    Public    Works. 

Placed    on     file. 


RBPAVING     OF     STREETS     IN     WARD     12 
AND   WARD    19. 
The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office   of    the   Mayor,   July   22,    1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  three  com- 
munications from  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner relative  to  your  orders  of  June 
28,  1937,  concerning  the  repaying  with  smooth 
pavement     of     the     following     streets : 

1.  Brown     avenue.    Ward     19. 

2.  Rowe    street,     Ward     19. 

3.  Ruthven,  Harrishof,  Rockland.  Whiting 
Gaston    and    Hollander    streets.    Ward    12.. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  July  21,    1937. 
Mr.    John    F.    Gilmore,    Jr., 

Assistant    Secretary,    Mayor's    Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return   herewith   your  communi- 
cation   of    July     8,     same    being    an     attached 
City    Council    order    reading    as    follows : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  pavement 
Broiwn    avenue,   Ward    19," 

and  you  are  informed  that  to  do  this  work  it 
would  require  the  expenditure  of  $16,300,  for 
which  amount  the  department  has  no  funds 
available. 

Yours   respectfully, 

E.   M.   Richardson, 
Commissioner    of    Public    Works. 


City  of   Boston. 
Public  Works  Department,  July  21,  1937. 
Mr.    John    F.    Gilmore,    Jr., 

.    Assistant    Secretary,    Mayor's    Office. 
Dear    Sir, — I    received,    under    date    of    July 
8,  attached  copy  of  City  Council  order  reading 
as    follows  : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  pavement 
Rowe   street,    Ward    19." 

To    carry    out    this    order    would    require    the 
expenditure   of    $17,500.     The   department   hav- 
ing    no    funds     available,     this     necessary     im- 
provement  cannot  be   undertaken   at  this   time. 
Respectfully   yours, 

E.   M.   Richardson, 
Commissioner    of    Public    Works. 

City  of   Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  July  21,  1937. 
Mr.    John    F.    Gilmore,    Jr., 

Assistant    Secretary,    Mayor's    Office. 
Dear     Sir, — I     return     herewith     information 
requested    in    your    communication    of    July    8, 
same    being    an    order    from    the    City    Council 
reading    as    follows: 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  instruct  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner to  repave  with  smooth  paving  the 
following  streets  in  Ward  12.  Roxbury :  Ruth- 
ven, Harrishof,  Rockland,  Whiting,  Gaston, 
Hollander." 

To    carry    out    the    order    of    the    Council    it 
would    cost    over    $75,000.    which    sum    is    not 
available    in    the    Public    Works    Department. 
Very    truly   yours, 

E.   M.   Richardson, 
Commissioner    of    Public    Works. 
Placed    on    file. 


TRANSFER    FOR    SOUTH    BAY    PROCEED- 
INGS. 
The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,   July   23,    1937. 
To    the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  letter 
from  the  Corporation  Counsel,  dated  July 
21,  1937,  relative  to  Land  Court  registration 
of  the  city's  title  to  certain  property  which 
once  constituted  flats  and  which  now  con- 
stitutes partly  flats  and  partly  filled  land, 
situated  in  that  part  of  Boston  known  as 
South     Bay. 

I    am    also    submitting    a    form    of   order    re- 
ferred   to    in    said    letter    and    respectfully   rec- 
ommend   adoption    by    your    Honorable    Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Law   Department,   July   21,   1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 

Dear  Mr  Mayor, — Under  date  of  May  18,  1936, 
I  wrote  you  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that 
there  was  reason  to  believe  that  a  considerable 
amount  of  property  which  once  constituted 
flats  and  which  now  constitutes  partly  flats  and 
partly  filled  land,  situated  in  that  part  of 
Bostdn  known  as  South  Bay,  was  the  property 
of  the  City  of  Boston  and  that  if  title  to  said 
property  of  any  part  thereof  is  in  the  city,  it 
would  be  necessary  for  the  city  to  assert  its 
ownership  in  order  that  it  might  not  lose  its 
rights  through  adverse  possession.  In  that 
letter  I  recommended  that  an  appropriation 
be  made  to  meet  the  necessary  expense  of  mak- 
ing an  investigation  as  to  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  city's  title.  Subsequently,  and 
on  August  17,  1936,  an  order  was  passed  by 
the  City  Council  appropriating  $10,000  for 
this    purpose. 

After  the  passage  of  said  order  a  thorough 
investigation  and  study  was  made  in  the  matter 
and  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  city  has  a  sub- 
stantial claim  to  a  large  portion  of  the  property 
referred  to.  This  being  so,  it  is  necessary 
that  proceedings  be  commenced  promptly  in 
the    Land    Court   for    the    registration    of    the 


JULY    26,    1937. 


301 


city's  title.  The  greater  part  of  the  appropria- 
tion heretofore  made  has  been  expended  in 
the  preliminary  examination,  as  was  originally 
contemplated.  In  order  to  proceed  in  the  Land 
Court  a  further  appropriation  from  Contin- 
gent Fund  in  the  sum  of  $10,000  will  be 
necessary.  I  believe  that  the  importance  of 
establishing  the  city's  title  to  this  property 
fully  justifies  the  further  appropriation  and 
I  am  inclosing  an  order  for  such  appropria- 
tion, -which,  if  it  meets  with  your  approval, 
should  be  introduced  in  the  City  Council. 
Very   truly  yours, 

Henry   E.   Foley, 
Corporation    Counsel. 


Whereas,  An  appropriation  is  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  enforcing  and  registering  in 
the  name  of  .the  City  of  Boston  such  rights 
as  said  city  may  have  in  and  to  certain  lands 
and  flats  abutting  on  or  included  in  the  South 
Bay ;  now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars 
be,  and  it  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel,  for  such  court  costs ;  for  such 
expert  assistance  and  for  the  making  and 
use  of  such  maps,  plans,  surveys  and  engineer- 
ing data  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  in  con- 
nection with  the  registration  and  enforcement 
of  such  rights  as  the  City  of  Boston  may  have 
in  and  to  lands  and  flats  abutting  or  included 
in  the  .South  Bay ;  the  sum  so  appropriated  to 
be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


BUILDI'NG    LICENSE    OVER    STONY 
BROOK. 

The   following   was   received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1937. 
To  the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  C.  &  R.  Construction  Com- 
pany has  requested  permission  to  erect  a 
garage  over  premises  through  which  is  now 
maintained  Stony  brook  conduit  in  the  rear 
of  the  company's  office  at  75  Bradeen  street, 
Roslindale.  The  iPulblic  Works  Department  has 
no  objection  to  the  granting  Of  the  permission 
requested  and  the  plans  submitted  showing  the 
location  of  the  proposed  building  and  the 
method  of  constructing  it  with  reference  to 
Stony  brook  conduit  are  satisfactory  and 
have  been  approved  by  the  engineer  in  charge 
of  the  Sewer  Division  and  the  Commissioner 
of   Public   Works. 

I  am  submitting  herewith  an  order  authoriz- 
ing the  erection  of  the  building. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.  Mansfield,   Mayor. 

Whereas,  The  Street  Commissioners  of  the 
City  of  Boston  by  an  order  approved  by  the 
Mayor  of  Boston,  July  21,  1930,  took  an  ease- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  sewerage  works  in 
certain  parcels  of  land  situated  in  that  part 
of  'Boston  called  Roslindale,  reserving  to  the 
respective  owners  of  said  parcels  of  land  the 
right  to  use  the  lands  for  any  purpose  except 
as  may  injure  or  obstruct  said  works  and 
except  for  placing  or  maintaining  any  structure 
on  said  lands  not  authorized  by  the  Mayor ; 
and 

Whereas,  The  C.  &  R.  Construction  Com- 
pany, a  corporation  organized  under  the  laws 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  is  the 
owner  of  a  parcel  of  land  set  forth  in  said 
taking,  which  said  parcel  of  land  is  bounded 
and   described   as   follows,   to    wit, 

Northeasterly  by  Stony  brook  forty-nine 
and  34-100  (49.34)  feet;  easterly  by  location 
of  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Corpora- 
tion one  hundred  thirteen  and  19-100  (113.19) 
feet ;  southerly  by  other  land  of  said  company 
forty  (40)  feet;  and  westerly  by  the  same 
one  hundred  forty-two  and  63-100  (142.63) 
feet,  containing  5,117  square  feet,  more  or 
less  ;  and 


Whereas,  The  C.  &  R.  Construction  Com- 
pany is  desirous  of  placing  a  building  in  part 
upon  said  land  and  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  of  the 
City  of  Bloston,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  set  forth  in  said  order  of  taking ; 
now,   therefore,   it  is   hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and 
deliver,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  a  license  wherein  the  said  C.  &  R. 
Construction  Company  is  authorized  to  place  a 
building  on  the  parcel  of  land  hereinbefore 
described  in  accordance  with  the  plans  approved 
as  to  position  and  construction  of  said  build- 
ing by  said  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
and  wherein  the  City  of  Boston  reserves  the 
right  to  eo  upon  said  premises  at  all  times 
for  the  purpose  of  maintaining,  repairing  and 
reconstructing  the  channel  now  known  as 
Stony  brook,  and  all  and  any  drainage  or 
sewerage  facilities   incidental  thereto. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


SALE  OF  TAX  TITLE  PROPERTY. 
The   following   was   received1 : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office   of    the   Mayor,    July    19,    1937. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — J.  transmit  herewith  several 
letters  from  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  relating  to  offers  to  purchase  the 
following  parcels  of  property,  which  proper- 
ties were  acquired  from,  foreclosure  of  tax 
titles  held  by  the  city : 

1.  Westerly  side  of  Bayswater  street,  East 
Boston. 

2.  116   and   118    B   street.    South   Boston. 

'3.  Northeasterly  side  of  Heath  street, 
Roxbury. 

4.  i3®8    East    Eighth    street,    South    Boston. 

5.  819   East   Sixth   street,   iSouth  Boston. 

6.  16-5   Call  street,   West   Roxbury. 

7.  14    Elmore   street,    Roxbury. 

8.  Northeasterly  side  of  West  Fourth  street, 
South    Boston. 

9.  Southeasterly  side  of  Dartmouth  place, 
Boston. 

I  also  transmit  orders  authorizing  the  sales 
of  said  parcels.  The  prices  recited  in  the 
orders  are  minimum  prices,  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  'Buildings  having  stated  in  his 
letters  that  the  sale  of  these  premises  at 
public  auction  with  minimum  prices  is  in 
the  best   interests   of   the  city. 

I  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of 
these   orders. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,   Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Public    Buildings    Department, 

June    10,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning 
tax  title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an 
offer  from  Jacob  Bloch,  18  Tremont  street, 
Boston,  in  behalf  of  his  client,  Anthony 
Luongo,  for  the  land  located  on  Bayswater 
street,  East  Boston,  known  as  lot  B,  and  con- 
taining 7,508  square  feet  of  land,  in  the 
sum    of    eight    hundred     (800)    dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  October  1,  1935, 
amount  to  six  hundred  sixty  dollars  and  forty- 
eight  cents  ($660.48),  which  includes  the  non- 
payment of  taxes  since  the  year  1931,  but 
does    not    include   interest. 

If  and  when  the  ahove  amount  of  eight 
hundred  (800)  dollars  is  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property  will 
t)hen  be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at 
public  auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder. 
The  figure  of  eight  hundred  (800)  dollars  will 
be   the   minimum    price    for   the    property    that 
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the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be  an- 
nounced as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction 
sale. 

In   my   op  in  ton   it   will  best   serve   the   city's 
interests    to    proceed    on    the   foregoing   basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of   Public   Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount 
is    correct.  „     _ 

John   F.   Doherty, 

City    Collector. 

Boston,  Mass.,  May  5,   1937. 
Real  'Estate  (Division, 
City  Of   Boston. 
Gentlemen,— H     herdby     offer     the     sum     of 
eight    hundred     (800)     dollars    cash    for    7,508 
square  feet  of  'land   known   as   lot   B   on   Sara- 
toga and  Bayswater  streets  and   Butler  avenue, 
in   that  part  of  Boston  called   East  Boston,  ac- 
cording   to    a    Plan    of    Land    in    East    Boston, 
dated    January    20,    1930,    by    S.    L.    Lefkovith. 
This    land    is    adjacent    to    the    Boston    Public 
Library   Branch  in   Orient  Heights. 

Trusting  that  you  will  give  this  matter 
favorable   consideration,   I   am, 

Sincerely    yours, 

Anthony  Lvjonco. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  October  1,  1935,  foreclosed  a  right  of 
redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5364,  page  272,  to  the 
land  situate  on  the  westerly  side  of  Bayswater 
street  in  that  part  of  Boston  called  East 
Boston  ;    and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said 
premises  has  been  made  by  Jacob  Bloch  on 
behalf  of  his  client  Anthony  Luongo  in  the 
sum   of   $800 ;   now    therefore,    it   is    hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's 
right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land 
at  public  auction  at  a  minimum  price  of  $800  ; 
and   it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, to  the  purchaser  of  said  land  a  written 
instrument,  satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  conveying 
all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City  of 
Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  payment  to 
it  of   the   sum   bid   therefor   at   said   auction. 

City  of   Boston, 
Public    Buildings    Department, 

June  10,   1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning 
tax  title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an 
offer  from  Edward  J.  Byrne,  350  Athens 
street.  South  Boston,  for  the  land  and  build- 
ing located  at  116  and  L18  B  street,  South 
Boston,  in  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  (1,500) 
dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  August  13,  1936, 
amount  to  two  thousand  two  hundred  dollars 
and  seventy- three  cents  ($2,200.73),  which  in- 
cludes the  nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the 
year  1931,  but   does  not  include  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  fifteen 
hundred  (1,500)  dollars  is  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property 
will  then  be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at 
public  auction  and  sold  to^  the  highest  bidder. 
The  figure  of  fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  dollars 
will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property 
that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be 
announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction 
sale. 


In    my   opinion    it    will   best   serye   the   city's 
interests    to    proceed   on    the   foregoing   basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of   Public   Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount 
is    correct. 

John   F.   Doherty, 

City    Collector. 

Edw'ard   J.    Byrne, 
350   Athens   Street, 
South  Boston,   June  7,   1937. 
Mr.   George   P.   Donovan, 

Room   1008,   City  Hall   Annex. 
My    dear    Mr.    Donovan, — I    herewith    submit 
an    offer    of    $1,500    for    the    property    at    J.16 
and   118  B  street.  South  Boston. 

Very    truly    yours, 

Edward  J.  Byrne. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  August  13,  1936,  foreclosed  a  right  of 
redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5394,  page  1$,  to  the  land 
and  buildins  situate  on  the  northwesterly  side 
of  B  street  in  that  part  of  Boston  called 
South  Boston  and  numbered  116  and  118  in 
the  present  numbering  of  said  B  street ;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said 
premises  has  been  made  by  Edward  J.  Byrne 
in  the  sum  of  $1,500;  now  therefore,  it  is 
hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's 
right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land 
at  public  auction  at  a  minimum  price  of 
$1,500;  and  it  is   hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, to  the  purchaser  of  said  land  a  written 
instrument,  satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  conveying 
all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City  of 
Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  payment  to 
it   of    the   sum   bid   therefor   at   said  auction. 

City  of   Boston, 
Public    Buildings    Department, 

June    4,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor   of    Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning 
tax  title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an 
offer  from  Andrew  Mager,  5  Estey  street,  Rox- 
bury,  for  the  land  located  at  193-195  Heath 
street,  Roxbury,  in  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
(300)    dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  January  15, 
1936,  amount  to  four  hundred  eighty-two  dol- 
lars and  eighty-one  cents  ($482.81),  which 
includes  the  nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the 
year    1931,    but    does    not    include   interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  three 
hundred  (300)  dollars  is  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property 
will  then  be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at 
public  auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder. 
The  figure  of  three  hundred  (300)  dollars  will 
be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property  that 
the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be  an- 
nounced as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction 
sale. 

In    my   opinion    it    will   best   serve   the   city's 
interests    to    proceed    on    the   foregoing   basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of   Public   Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount 
is    correct. 

John   F.   Doherty, 

City    Collector. 
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May   18,   1937. 
I    herewith   submit   an    offer    to   the    City   of 
Boston    of    $300    for    land    located    at    198    and 
195   Heath   street,   Roxibury,   Ward   10. 

Andrew  Mager, 
5  Estey  Street,  Roxibury. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  January  15,  1936,  foreclosed  a  right  of 
redemption  under  two  tax  deeds  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5366,  page  412,  and 
Book  5866,  page  413,  to  land  located  on  the 
northeasterly  side  of  Heath  street  in  that  part 
of  Boston  called  Roxibury  and  more  fully 
described  in  said  tax  deeds  ;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  .premises 
has  been  made  by  Andrew  Mager  in  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  dollars  ($300)  ;  now,  there- 
fore, it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildnigs  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's 
right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land 
at  public  auction  at  a  minimum  price  of  three 
hundred  dollars  ($300)  ;  and  it  is  hereby 
further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  otf  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, to  the  purchaser  of  said  land  and  buildings 
a  written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form  to 
the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said 
City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  pay- 
ment to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said 
auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public    Buildings    Department, 

May  25,   1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
sof   chapter    3,    Ordinances   of    1935,    concerning 
vtax    title    property,    I    respectfully    submit    an 
offer    from     Henry     Price,     51     Evelyn     street, 
Mattapan,   for   the   land   and  buildings    on    388 
East   Eighth   street,   South   Boston,    in   the  sum 
of  five  hundred   (500)   dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  February  15, 
1937,  amount  to  one  thousand  twelve  dollars 
and  seven  cents  ($1,012.07),  which  includes  the 
nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the  year  1932,  but 
does    not    include   interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  five  hun- 
dred (500)  dollars  is  approved  by  your  Honor 
and  the  City  Council,  the  property  will  then 
be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at  public 
auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The 
amount  of  five  hundred  (500)  dollars  will  be 
the  minimum  price  for  the  property  that  the 
city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be  announced 
as  the  first  bid  at   the  public  auction  sale. 

In    my   opinion    it    will  best   serve   the   city's 
interests    to    proceed   on    the   foregoing   basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent   of    Public    Buildings. 

N.  B.— This  offer  to  purchase  is  made  by 
the  former  owner,  against  whom  the  City  of 
Boston  foreclosed.  It  appears  that  he  was 
assessed  for  1934,  1985  and  1936  taxes ;  the 
1932  and  1933  unpaid  taxes  having  accrued 
against  previous  owners.  The  prospective 
buyer  paid  the  1934  taxes  assessed  against 
him  but  defaulted  on  the  1935  and  1936  taxes 
and  those  accrued  against  the  property  prior  to 
the  time  that   he  became   the  assessed  owner. 

The  property  is  now  in  a  more  or  less 
dilapidated  condition  and  rapidly  getting  worse 
on  account  of  neglect,  and  it  is  questiomable 
as  to  whether  or  not  we  will  again  be  offered 
the   amount  submitted. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount 
is    correct. 

John   F.   Doherty, 

City     Collector. 


May  19,   1937. 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

City   Hall,   Boston. 
Attention :     Mr.    Donovan. 

Dear  Mr.  Donovan, — I  was  the  former  owner 
of  the  property  at  388  East  Eighth  street, 
South  Boston. 

This  property  was  idle  for  over  four  years 
and  during  that  time  I  spent  considerable 
money  in  repairs,  as  the  building  was  almost 
wrecked  by  the  children  in  the  neighborhood. 

Recently  I  was  compelled  to  have  the  city 
take  over  this  property  for  nonpayment  of 
taxes.  However,  I  can  now  borrow  about 
$500   from    my   father   to    redeem    it. 

I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  assist  me  in  this 
matter,  as  I  am  taking  a  tremendous  loss  on 
the   parcel. 

Awaiting  your  reply,  I   am, 

Very  truly  yours, 

Henry  Price, 
51   Evelyn   Street,   Mattapan,   Mass. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District 
dated  February  15,  1937,  foreclosed  a  right 
of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffok  Deeds,  Book  5479,  page  544,  to  the 
land  and  buildings  situated  on  the  northerly 
side  of  East  Eighth  street  in  that  part  of 
Boston  called  South  Boston  and  being  num- 
bererd  3-88  in  the  present  numbering  of  said 
East    Eighth    street ;    and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  prem- 
ises has  been  male  by  Henry  Price  in  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  ($500)  ;  now, 
therefore,    it    is    hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all 
the  city's  right,  title  and  interest  in  said 
parcel  of  land  and  said  buildings  at  public 
auction  at  a  minimum  price  of  five  hundred 
dollars     ($500)  ;    and    it    is    hereby    further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  the  purchaser  of  said  land  and  buildings 
a  written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form  to 
the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said 
City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the 
payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at 
said    auction.  ■ 

City  of  Boston, 
Public   Buildings   Department,    May   20,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1985,  concerning 
tax  title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an 
offer  from  John  A.  Cronin,  Jr.,  337  K 
street.  South  Boston,  for  the  land  and  build- 
ings at  8119  East  Sixth  street,  South  Boston, 
in    the   sum   of    nine   hundred    (900)    dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  November  IS, 
1'985,  amount  to  one  thousand  one  hundred 
fortyone  dollars  and  seventeen  cents 
($1,141.17),  which  includes  the  nonpayment 
of  taxes  since  the  year  1930,  but  does-  not 
include    interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  nine  hun- 
dred (900)  dollars  is  approved  by  your  Honor 
and  the  City  Council,  the  property  will  then 
be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at  public 
auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The 
amount  of  nine  hundred  (900)  dollars  will  be 
the  minimum  price  for  the  property  that  the 
city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be  an- 
nounced as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction 
sale. 

In    my   opinion    it   will   best   serve    the   city's 
interests   to   proceed   on    the    foregoing   basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.   Hall, 
Superintendent   of   Public   Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount  ia 
correct. 

John    F.    Doherty, 

City    Collector. 
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May    12,    1937. 
City   of    Boston, 

Public    Buildings    Department. 
Gentlemen, — In    regards    to    the    real    estate 
No.     819     East     Sixth     street,     South     Boston 
(house    and    land). 

I    feel    that    I    can    afford    to    pay    $900    cash 
as    is,    free   from    any   other    charges. 
Yours    very   truly, 

John   A.   Cronin,   Jr., 
337  K  Street,  South  Boston,  Mass. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court  dated  November  18,  1935, 
foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption  under  a 
tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book 
52911,  page  &20,  to  the  land  and  buildings 
situated  on  the  southerly  side  of  East  Sixth 
street,  in  that  part  of  Boston  called  South 
Boston,  and  being  numbered  819  in  the  pres- 
ent  numbering  of   said   East   Sixth   street ;   and 

Whereas,  an  offer  to  purchase  the  said  prem- 
ises has  been  made  by  John  A.  Cronin,  Jr., 
in  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  dollars  ($900)  ; 
now,    therefore,    it    is    hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's 
right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of 
land  and  said  buildings  at  public  auction 
at  a  minimum  price  of  nine  hundred  dol- 
lars ;    and    it    is    hereby    further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  de- 
liver, in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of  said  land  and 
buildings  a  written  instrument,  satisfactory 
in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title  and  inter- 
est of  said  City  of  Boston  in  said  premises 
upon  the  payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  there- 
for   at    said    auction. 

City   of    Boston, 
Public   Buildings   Department,   May   20,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor   of    Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  Chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1&35,  con- 
cerning tax  title  property,  I  respectfully 
submit  an  offer  from  Elizabett  F.  Murray, 
2&1  Second  street,  Chelsea,  for  the  vacant 
land  located  at  65  Call  street,  West  Roxbury, 
in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  (150) 
dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  August  13, 
I'93i6,  amount  to  six  hundred  ninety-nine 
dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents  ($699.67),  which 
includes  the  nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the 
year    1930,    but    does    not    include    interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  (150)  dollars  is  approved  by 
your  Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  prop- 
erty will  then  be  properly  advertised  for 
sale  at  public  auction  and  sold  to  the  highest 
bidder.  The  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
(150)  dollars  will  be  the  minimum  price 
for  the  property  that  the  city  is  willing  to 
accept  and  will  be  announced  as  the  first  bid 
at    the    public    auction    sale. 

In   my   opinion    it   will   best   serve   the   City's 
interests    to    proceed    on    the    foregoing    basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.   Hall, 
Superintendent  of   Public    Buildings. 

N.  B. — The  prospective  buyer,  Elizabeth 
F.    Murray,    is    the   former    owner. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount  is 
correct. 

John    F.    Doherty, 

City   Collector. 

May    LI,    1937. 
Mr.    Donovan. 

Dear  Sir, — In  regard  to  house  at  65  Call 
street,  West  Roxbury,  I  would  be  interested 
to  pay  $150  and  that  I  would  have  to  get 
a  loan  in  order  to  get  the  money.  I  could 
get  that  as  my  sister  and  I  live  together 
and  told  you  she  is  at  hospital  several  months 
with    a    shock.     It    would    be    hard    for    me    to 


pay  more  but  could  get  it,  cash.  I  have 
paid  in  former  years  several  hundred  dollars 
tax    to    Oity    of    Boston. 

Respectfully, 
Elizabett  F.  Murray, 

291    Second    Street, 

Chelsea,    Mass. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  August  13,  1936,  foreclosed  a  right  of 
redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5299,  page  167,  to  the 
land  located  on  the  westerly  side  of  Call  street 
in  that  part  of  Boston  called  West  Roxbury 
and  being  numbered  65  in  the  present  num- 
bering   of    said    Call    street ;    and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said 
premises  has  been  made  by  Elizabeth  F. 
Murray  in  the  sum  of  $150;  now,  therefore, 
it    is    hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's 
right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of 
land  at  public  auction  at  a  minimum  price 
of    $150 ;    and    it    is    hereby    further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  de- 
liver, in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of  said  land  a 
written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form  to 
the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said 
city  in  said  premises  upon  the  payment  to 
it   of   the   sum    bid    therefor   at   said   auction. 

City   of    Boston, 
Public    Buildings   Department,   May   20,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor   of    Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  con- 
cerning tax  title  property,  I  respectfully  sub- 
mit an  offer  from  Louis  J.  Rubenstein,  684 
Washington  street,  Boston,  for  the  land  and 
buildings  at  14  Elmore  street,  Roxbury.  in 
the    sum    of    five    hundred     (500)     dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  September  16, 
1936,  amount  to  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
ninety  five  dollars  and  two  cents  ($1,795.02), 
which  includes  the  nonpayment  of  taxes  since 
the    year    1929,    but    does    not    include    interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  five 
hundred  (500)  dollars  is  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property 
will  then  be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at 
public  auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder. 
The  figure  of  five  hundred  (500)  dollars  will 
be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property  that 
the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be  an- 
nounced as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction 
sale. 

In    my   opinion    it    will    best   serve    the   city's 
interests   to    proceed   on    the   foregoing   basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.   Hall, 
Superintendent   of   Public    Buildings. 

N.  B. — This  building  is  rapidly  approach- 
ing a  condition  which  will  require  its  demo- 
lition. If  the  building  is  demolished  the  land 
will  most  likely  remain  in  possession  of  the 
city  for  an  indefinite  number  of  years  and 
yield  no  revenue,  whereas,  if  sold  now,  it 
will  be  repaired,  and  the  city  will  again  re- 
ceive taxes  according   to   its  present   value. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount  Ls 
correct. 

John    F.    Doherty, 

Oity    Collector. 

Louis  J.   Rubenstein, 

684  Washington   Street, 
Boston, 

April    27,    1937. 
City    of    Boston, 

City    Hall,    Boston. 
Gentlemen, — I    wish    to    make    the    following 
offer     to     purchase     the    following     real     estate 
owned   by   you :     14    Elmore   street,    $500. 


JULY    26,    1937. 


305 


This  offer  is  subject  to  the  property  being 
in  substantially  the  same  condition  that  they 
are  now  in  at  the  time  of  passing  of  papers. 
They  are  rapidly  being  torn  apart  by  vandals 
and  if  the  property  is  not  sold  real  soon  and 
put  in  condition  there  will  be  nothing  left 
but  land.  In  all  the  cases  except  the  land  on 
Seaver  street  there  is  no  land  value  because 
it  would  not  pay  to  erect  new  buildings  in 
these    neighborhoods. 

Very    truly    yours, 

Louis    J.    Rubbnstbin. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of 
the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  September  16,  1936,  foreclosed  a  right 
of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5218,  page  181,  to  the 
land  and  buildings  situate  on  the  northeast- 
erly side  of  Elmore  street  in  that  part  of 
Boston  called  Roxbury,  and  being  numbered 
14  in  the  present  numbering  of  said  Elmore 
street ;     and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said 
premises  has  been  made  by  Louis  J.  Ruben- 
stein  in  the  sum  of  $500 ;  now,  therefore,  it 
is    hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  of  the  Oity  of  Boston  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  "  the 
city's  right,  title  and  interest  in  saiid  parcel 
of  land  and  said  buildings  at  public  auction 
at  a  minimum  price  of  $500' ;  and  it  is 
hereby     further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  arid 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  de- 
liver, in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of  saiid  land  and 
buildings  a  written  instrument,  satisfactory  in 
form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest 
of  said  City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon 
the  payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor 
at    said    auction. 


City   of    Boston, 
Public   Buildings   Department,   May   20,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor   of    Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  con- 
cerning tax  title  property,  I  respectfully  sub- 
unit  an  offer  from  Walter  J.  Davidson  of 
the  Atlantic  Roofing  and  Skylight  Works, 
Hampden  and  Howard  streets,  Boston,  for 
the  vacant  land  located  at  94  and  98  West 
Fourth  street,  South  Boston,  in  the  sum  of 
three    hundred     (300)     dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  May  18,  1933, 
on  number  94  West  Fourth  street  amount  to 
three  hundred  six  dollars  and  twenty-one 
cents  ( $'306.21 )  which  includes  the  nonpay- 
ment of  taxes  since  the  year  1926,  but  does 
not  include  interest.  The  costs  to  the  city 
up  to  November  5,  1934,  on  number  98  West 
Fourth  street  amount  to  four  hundred  sixty- 
nine  dollars  and  fifty-three  cents  ($469.53), 
which  includes  the  nonpayment  of  taxes  since 
the    year    1929,    but    does    not    include    interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  three 
hundred  (300)  dollars  is  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  Oity  Council,  the  property 
will  then  be  properly  advertised  for  .sale  at 
public  auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder. 
The  amount  of  three  hundred  (300)  dollars 
will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property 
that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be- 
announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auc- 
tion   sale. 

In    my    opinion    it   will    best   serve    the   city's 
interests    to    proceed    on    the   foregoing   basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.   Hall. 
Superintendent   of   Public    Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount  is 
correct. 

John    F.    Doiierty, 

Oity    Collector. 


Atlantic   Roofing   and   Skylight   Works, 
Boston,    Mass., 

April     2i9,     1937. 
Mr.    George    P.    Donovan,    Manager,    Real    Es- 
tate    Department,     Public     Buildings     De- 
partment,    Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — A    few   years    ago    we   purchased 
at    public    auction    from    the    City    of    Boston 
the    site    of    the    old    Parkman    School,    located 
on     Silver     street,     South     Boston,     containing 
5,280    square    feet    of    land,    for    the    sum    of 
five  hundred    (500)    dollars. 

We  are  now  desirous  to  proceed  with  our 
plans  for  the  development  of  this  land 
and  find  that  there  is  abutting  our  property 
two  vacant  parcels  of  land,  located  at  94  and 
98  West  Fourth  street,  each  containing  1,2*10 
square  feet  of  land,  now  owned  by  the  City 
of     Boston. 

We  therefore  submit  a  bid  of  three  hun- 
dred (300)  dollars  for  these  two  parcels  of 
land. 

Yours    truly, 

Walter   J.    Davidson. 
Arthur     O.     Davidson. 
Henry  E.  Davidson. 


Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  two  decrees 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  May  18,  1938,  and  November  5,  1934, 
respectively,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption 
under  two  tax  deeds,  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Book  4945,  page  191,  and  Book  5215, 
page  212,  respectively,  to  the  land  situated  on 
the  northeasterly  side  of  West  Fourth  street 
in  that  part  of  Boston  called  South  Boston ; 
and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said 
premises  has  been  made  by  Walter  J.  Davidson 
in  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  ($300)  ; 
now,  therefore,   it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  -with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right, 
title  and  interest  in  said  parcels  of  land 
at  public  auction  at  a  minimum  price  of  three 
hundred  dollars  ($300)  ;  and  it  is  hereby 
further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, to  the  purchaser  of  said  land  a  written 
instrument,  satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  conveying 
all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City  of 
Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  payment  to 
it   of    the   sum   bid   therefor   at  said   auction. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public    Buildings    Department, 

May    17,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of   chapter    3,    Ordinances   of    1935,    concerning 
tax    title    property,    I    respectfully    submit    am 
offer     from     R.    H.    Smith,    515    Massachusetts 
avenue,   Boston,   for  the   land   and    buildings   at 
3,    8    and    16    Dartmouth   place,    Boston,    in    the 
sum     of     nine     hundred      (900)     dollars,     three 
hundred    (300)    dollars  for  each  parcel. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  September  30, 
1935,  amount  to  two  thousand  three  hundred 
fifty-one  dollars  and  twenty-nine  cents  ($2,351.- 
29),  which  includes  the  nonpayment  of  taxes 
since  the  year  1930,  but  does  not  include 
interest. 

II'  and  when  the  above  amount  of  nine 
hundred  (900)  dollars  is  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property  will 
then  be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at  public 
auction  and .  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The 
amount  of  nine  hundred  (900)  dollars  will  be 
the  minimum  price  for  the  property  that  the 
city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be  announced 
as   the   first  bid   at   the  public  auction  sale. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


In    my   opinion    it    will   'best   serve   the   city's 
interests    to    proceed    on    the   foregoing    basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent   of    Public    Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount 
is    correct. 

John   F.   Dohbbty, 

City    Collector. 

Car.   3029. 

R.   H.   Smith, 

515    Massachusetts    Avenue, 

Boston. 

January  27,  1937. 
Mr.  George  P.  Donovan,  Superintendent,  Public 
Buildings  Department. 
Dear  Sir, — 1  hereby  make  the  following  offer 
for  the  purchase  of  the  property  at  3,  8  and 
16  Dartmouth  place,  purchase  price  of  $300 
for    each    separate   parcel. 

As  this  property  must  be  completely  rebuilt 
outside  and  inside  and  roof,  the  neighborhood 
is  low-price  rentals,  I  consider  the  offer  reason- 
able. 

Yours  truly, 

Robert   H.   Smith. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  three 
decrees  of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry 
District,  all  dated  September  30,  1935,  fore- 
closed a  right  of  redemption  under  three  tax 
deeds  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5292, 
page  528,  Book  5292,  page  529  and  Book 
5292,  page  530,  respectively,  to  the  land 
and  buildings  situated  on  the  southeasterly 
side  of  Dartmouth  place  in  Boston  and  being 
numbered  3,  8  and  16  in  the  present  number- 
ing of  said  Dartmouth  place ;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said 
premises  has  been  made  by  R.  H.  Smith  in 
the  sum  of  nine  hundred  dollars ;  now  there- 
fore,  it   is   hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's 
right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcels  of  land 
with  the  buildings  thereon  at  public  auction 
at  a  minimum  price  of  nine  hundred  dollars 
($900)  ;   and   it  is   hereby   further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, to  the  purchaser  of  said  land  with  the 
buildings  thereon,  a  written  instrument,  satis- 
factory in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title 
and  interest  of  said  City  of  Boston  in  said 
premises  upon  the  payment  to  it  of  the  sum 
bid   therefor   at   said   auction. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Tax  Titles 
and   Public   Lands. 


OFFERS  TO   PURCHASE   TAX  TITLE 
PROPERTY. 

The  following  was   received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,    July    12,    1937. 
To   the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  several  let- 
ters from  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings, relating  to  offers  to  purchase  the  fol- 
lowing parcels  of  property,  which  properties 
were  acquired  from  foreclosure  of  tax  titles 
held  by  the  city: 

1.  592   Columbus  avenue,   Boston. 

2.  Southerly  side  of  Harold  street,  junction 
of   beaver   street,    Roxbury. 

■3.     27  Kemble  street,  lot  No.   7,  Roxbury 

4.  555,  557,  559,  -561  Medford  street,  Charles- 
town. 

5.  Prescott  street,   Hyde   Park. 

I  also  transmit  an  order  authorizing  the 
sales  of  said  parcels.  The  prices  recited  in  the 
°™?,ri?re  ™l"imum  Prices,  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings  having  stated  in  his  letters 
that    the    sale     of     these    premises     at     public 


auction    with    minimum    prices    is    in   the    best 
interests    of     the    city.     I    respectfully    recom- 
mend  the   adoption  of   these  orders. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Public   Buildings   Department, 

May  20,   1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of    chapter    3,    Ordinances   of    1935,    concerning 
tax    title    property,    I    respectfully    submit    an 
offer  from  Isaac   Gordon,   1021   Tremont  street, 
Boston,     for    the    land     and     buildings    at     592 
Columbus    avenue,    Boston,    in   the  sum   of   two 
thousand   one    hundred   fifty    (2,150)    dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  January  13,  1937, 
amount  to  one  thousand  eight  hundred  twenty- 
six  dollars  and  fifty-three  cents  ($1,826.53), 
which  includes  the  nonpayment  of  taxes  since 
the  year   1931,   but  does   not  include  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  two 
thousand  one  hundred  fifty  dollars  ($2,150) 
is  approved  by  your  Honor  and  the  City 
Council,  the  property  will  then  be  properly 
advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction  and 
sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The  amount  of 
two  thousand  one  hundred  fifty  (2,150)  dollars 
will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property 
that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will 
be  announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public 
a  uction    sale. 

In    my   opinion    it   will   best   serve   the   city's 
interests    to    proceed    on    the   foregoing    basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent   of    Public    Buildings. 

N.  B. — This  property  was  foreclosed  in  1937, 
consequently  1937  taxes,  etc.,  do  not  appear 
on  the  attached  cost  sheet.  However,  the 
amount  offered  as  a  purchase  price  is  $323.47 
greater  than  all  costs  (minus  interest)  up  to 
December    31,    1936. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount 
is    correct. 

John   F.   Doherty, 

City     Collector. 

I.   G.   Realty  Corporation, 

1021    Tremont    Street, 

Boston,   Mass. 

May    19,    1937. 
George    Donovan, 

City  Hall,  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Donovan, — In  reply  to  telephone 
conversation  of  the  other  day,  regarding  the 
property  at  592  Columbus  avenue,  Boston, 
Mass..  I  am  hereby  sending  in  my  offer  of 
$150  more  to  apply  to  the  amount  asked  by 
the  city  previous,  which  was  $2,000.  This  now 
makes    my   offer   for    the  building    $2,150. 

Hoping  this  is  the  information  which  you 
were  seeking, 

I    remain, 

Very  truly  yours, 

Isaac  Gordon. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  January  13,  1937,  foreclosed  the  right 
of  redemption  under  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5393,  page  402,  to  the 
land  and  buildings  situated  on  the  southeast- 
erly side  of  Columbus  avenue  in  Boston,  and 
being  numbered  592  in  the  present  numbering 
of  said  Columbus  avenue ;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Isaac  Gordon  in  the  sum 
of  twenty-one  hundred  and  fifty  (2,150)  dol- 
lars ;   now,  therefore,  it   is   hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's 
right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of 
land  and  said  buildings  at  public  auction  at 
a  minimum  price  of  twenty-one  hundred  and 
fifty    (2,150)    dollars;  and   it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings    of    the    City    of    Boston    be,    and    he 
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hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  the  purchaser  of  said  land  and  buildings,  a 
written  instrument  satisfactory  in  form  to 
the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said 
City  of  Boston  in  said  premises,  upon  the 
payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said 
auction. 


City   of    Boston, 
Public   Buildings   Department, 

May  20,  1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of    chapter    3,    Ordinances   of    1935,    concerning 
tax    title    property,    I    respectfully    submit    an 
offer  from  Mrs.   Mamie  Katz,   56   Seaver  street, 
Roxlbury,  for  the  vacant  land  on   the  southerly 
side  of  Harold  street,  junction  of  Seaver  street, 
Roxlbury,    in    the   sum    of    two   hundred    (200) 
dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  August  13,  1936, 
amount  to  six  hundred  sixty-four  dollars  and 
seventy-three  cents  ($664. 73),  which  includes 
the  nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the  year  1931, 
but    does    not   include    interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  two 
hundred  (200)  dollars  is  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  .the  property  will 
then  be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at  public 
auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The 
amount  of  two  hundred  (200)  dollars  will  be 
the  minimum  price  for  the  property  that  the 
city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be  announced 
as   the  first  Ibid  at  the  public  auction  sale.   ' 

In    my   opinion    it    will   best   serve   the   city's 
interests    to    proceed    on    the    foregoing   basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent   of    Public    Buildings. 

N.  B. — This  land  was  formerly  part  of  a 
lot  containing  4,977  square  feet  and  assessed 
at  $4,500.  The  major  portion  of  accrued  costs 
against  the  property  are  on  a  $4,500  assessed 
value  prior  to  cutting  the  lot  into  smaller 
v  sections.  This  offer  is  for  1,584  square  feat 
only,  and  said  footage  is  now  assessed  at 
$300   only. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount  is 
correct. 

John   F.   Doherty, 

City    Collector. 

April   27,   1937. 
Dear   Sir, — I    hereby    make    an    offer   of   two 
hundred    dollars     ($200)     for    the    lot    of    land 
located   on   the   southern   side  of   Harold  street, 
Roxbury,   corner   of   Seaver   street. 

Respectfully  yours, 

(Mrs.)    Mamie   Katz, 
56  Seaver  Street,   Roxbury,  Mass. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of 
the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  August  13,  1936,  foreclosed  the  right  of 
redemption  under  a  tax  deed  filed  in  the 
Land  Count,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  with 
certificate  of  title  28782,  to  about  1,584  square 
feet  of  land  situated  on  the  southeasterly  side 
of  Harold  street  in  that  part  of  Boston  called 
Roxbury,  as  is  more  fully  described  in  said 
tax  deed,  said  tax  deed  being  Document 
116315;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  prem- 
ises has  been  made  by  Mrs.  Mamie  Katz 
in  the  sum  of  two  hundred  (200)  dollars; 
now,   therefore,   it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's 
right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of 
land  with  the  buildings  thereon  at  public 
auction  at  a  minimum  price  of  two  hundred 
(200)     dollars;    and    it    is    hereby    further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston,  be  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  de- 
liver, in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of  said  parcel  of  land 


with  the  buildings  thereon,  a  written  instru- 
ment satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  Depart- 
ment of  the  City  of  Boston,  conveying  all 
right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City  of  Bos- 
ton in  said  premises,  upon  the  payment  to 
it   of    the   sum   bid   therefor   at   said   auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public   Buildings   Department,   May   20,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935, 
concerning  tax  title  property,  I  respectfully 
submit  an  offer  from  Joseph  Sidell,  16  Stan- 
wood  street,  Roxbury,  for  the  vacant  land 
located  at  27  Kemlble  street,  lot  7,  Roxbury,  in 
the  sum  of  three  hundred   (300)    dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  April  29,  1936, 
amount  to  three  hundred  ninety-one  dollars 
and  forty-eight  cents  ($391.48),  which  in- 
cludes the  nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the  year 
1931,    but    does    not    include   interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  three 
hundred  (300)  dollars  is  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property  will 
then  be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at  pub- 
lic auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder. 
The  amount  of  three  hundred  (300)  dollars 
will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property 
that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be 
announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auc- 
tion   sale. 

In    my   opinion    it    will   best    serve   the    city's 
interests   to   proceed   on   the   foregoing   basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.   Hall, 
Superintendent   of   Public   Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount  is 
correct. 

John    F.    Doherty, 

City   Collector. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department,  June  29,  ,1937. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 
Gentlemen, — On  May  20  an  offer  from  one 
Joseph  Sidell  of  16  Stanwood  street,  Rox- 
bury, for  the  purchase  of  vacant  land  on 
Kemble  street,  Roxbury,  was  forwarded  to  you 
for    consideration. 

A  re-examination  of  deeds,  records,  etc., 
by  this  department,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Law  Department,  discloses  that  the  descrip- 
tion as  given  in  the  letter  to  you,  namely. 
"Lot  7,  street  number  twenty-seven  (27),"  is 
not  correct.  The  correct  description  of  lo- 
cation should  read  as  follows:  "About  1,536 
square  feet  of  land  on  the  southerly  side  of 
Kemble  street,  Roxbury,  numbered  seven  (7) 
in   the  present  numbering  of  said  street." 

Will   you    please   be   advised    accordingly,   and 
change    your    records    to    agree. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.   Hall, 
Superintendent  of   Public    Buildings. 

May  13,  1937. 
Real  Estate  Division,  Public  Buildings  De- 
partment, Boston. 
Gentlemen, — I  herewith  submit  an  offer  of 
three  hundred  (300)  dollars  for  the  purchase 
uf  vacant  land  known  as  lot  7,  27  Kemble 
street,    Roxbury. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Joseph  Sidell, 
16   Stanwood   Street, 

Roxlbury,  Mass. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court.  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  April  29,  1936,  foreclosed  the  right  of 
redemption  under  a  tax  deed  filed  in  the 
Land  Court.  Suffolk  Registry  District  with 
certificate  of  title  No.  33147  to  about  1,536 
square  feet  of  land  on  the  southerly  side  of 
Kemble  street  in  that  part  of  Boston  called 
Roxbury  and  being  numbered  7  in  the  pres- 
ent numbering  of  said  Kemble  street  said 
tax    deed    being   Document   No.    113997;   and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  prem- 
ises, has  been  made  by  Joseph  Sidell  in  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  dollars;  now,  there- 
lore,    it    is    hereby 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
herby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's 
right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of 
land  at  public  auction  at  a  minimum  price 
of  three  hundred  dollars ;  and  it  is  hereby 
further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  tlhe  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  the  purchaser  of  said  parcel  of  land  a 
written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form  to 
the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  the  right,  title  and  interest  of 
said  City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the 
paymemit  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor 
at    said    auction. 


City   of    Boston, 
Public    Buildings   Department,   May   20,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W'.    Mansfield, 
Mayor   of    Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  con- 
concerning  tax  title  'property,  I  respectfully  sub- 
mit an  offer  from  Mrs,  Cecelia  F.  Williams, 
443  Main  street,  Charlestown,  for  the  land 
and  buildings  located  at  555,  557,  559,  5&1 
Medford  street,  Charlestown,  in  tlhe  sum  of 
four    hundred     (400)     dollars.' 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  June  26,  193G, 
amount  to  eight  hundred  seventy-six  dollars 
and  three  cents  ($876.03) ,  which  includes  the 
nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the  year  1929. 
but    does    not    include    interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  four 
hundred  (400)  dollars  is  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property 
will  then  be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at 
public  auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder. 
The  amount  of  four  hundred  (400)  dollars 
will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property 
that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be 
announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auc- 
tion    sale. 

In    my   opinion    it    will   best   serve    the    city's 
interests   to   proceed  on   the  foregoing   basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell   G.    Haix, 
Superintendent    of     Public     Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount 'is 
correct. 

John    F.    Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

443   Main    Street, 
Charlestown,    Mass., 

April    29,    1937. 
Mr.     Donovan. 

Dear  Sir, — I  understand  that  the  land  and 
building  at  555  to  561  Medford  street,  Charles- 
town, is  for  sale.  I  would  like  to  purchase  this 
parcel  for  $400,  if  your  department  will  sell 
for  that  amount.  Kindly  let  me  know  at 
your    earliest    convenience. 

Sincerely, 
(Mrs.)     Cecelia    F.    Williams. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of 
the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
June  26,  1936,  foreclosed  the  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  filed  in  the  Land  Court, 
Suffolk  Registry  District,  with  certificate  of 
title  No.  26889,  to  about  1.282  square  feet  of 
land  with  the  buildings  thereon,  situated  on 
the  northerly  side  of  Medford  street  in  that 
part  of  Boston  known  as  Charlestown,  as  is 
more  fully  described  in  said  tax  deed,  said  tax 
deed   being   Document   No.    101064  ;   and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Mrs.  Cecilia  F.  Williams  in 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  (400)  dollars;  now 
therefore,    it  is   hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's 
rights,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land 
with  the  buildings  thereon  at  public  auction 
at  a  minimum  price  of  four  hundred  (400) 
dollars  ;  and   it    is   hereby   further 


Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  the  purchaser  of  said  parcel  of  land  with 
the  buildings  thereon,  a  written  instrument 
satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  Department 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  conveying  all  right, 
title  and  interest  of  said  City  of  Boston  in 
said  premises  upon  the  payment  to  it  of  the 
sum  bid   thereof  at  said  auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public   Buildings    Department, 

May   25,   1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of   chapter   3,    Ordinances   of    1935,    concerning 
tax    title    property,    I    respectfully    submit    an 
offer   from   Henry   M.  Dean,   Counsellor-at-Law, 
8    Ohester    street,    Readville,    in    behalf    of    his 
client,     for    the    vacant     land     located    on     the 
southeasterly     side    of     Prescott    street,     Hyde 
Park,    in    the    sum    of    one    hundred    and    fifty 
(150)    dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  March  31,  1937, 
amount  to  one  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and 
forty-four  cents  ($112.44),  which  includes 
the  nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the  year  1932, 
but  does   not   include  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  (150)  dollars  is  approved 
by  your  Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the 
property  will  then  be  properly  advertised  for 
sale  at  public  auction  and  sold  to  the  highest 
bidder.  The  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
(150)  dollars  will  be  the  minimum  price  for 
the  property  that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept 
and  will  be  announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the 
public   auction  sale. 

In    my   opinion    it   will   best    serve   the   city's 
interests  to  proceed  on   the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent   of    Public    Buildings. 

N.  B. — These  costs  do  not  include  1937  taxes, 
etc.,  but  the  offered  amount  is  $37.56  greater 
than  all  costs  up  to  December  31,  1936,  not 
including    interest. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount  is 
correct. 

John    F.    Doherty, 

City    Collector. 

Henry  M.  Dean, 

Counsellor-at-Law, 

S    Chester    Street, 

Readville,  Mass. 

May  17,  1937. 
Public  Buildings  Department,  Real  Estate  Divi- 
sion, Boston. 
Re:  Lot  No.  25,  Prescott  Street,  Ward  IS, 
Readville  District,  Boston. 
Gentlemen, — Replying  to  the  letter  of  Mr. 
George  P.  Donovan  of  your  office  dated  May 
4.  1937,  I  would  state  that  I  have  been  re- 
quested by  my  client  to  make,  and  do  hereby 
make,  an  offer  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  ($150)  to  purchase  lot  No.  25  (twenty- 
five)  shown  on  H.  T.  Whitman  plan,  dated 
January  20,  1896,  recorded  with  Norfolk 
Deeds  as  Plan  No.  816  in  Plan  Book  No.  3, 
this  lot  containing  about  5,000  square  feet  of 
land,  located  on  the  southeasterly  side  of 
Prescott  street  in  the  Readville  District  of 
Ward  18,  Boston,  having  formerly  been  owned 
by  James  Fitzgerald,  now  deceased,  and  sold 
by  the  City  of  Boston  December  18,  1933,  for 
the   1932   taxes  and  purchased  by  said  city. 

Please    inform    me   a    few    days    in    advance 
of    the    time    and    date    when    this    lot    will    be 
offered   for  sale  at  auction,   and   greatly  oblige, 
Yours   very  truly, 

Henry  M.  Dean. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District 
dated  March  31,  1937,  foreclosed  the  right  of 
redemption  under  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suf- 
folk   Deeds,    Book    543S,   page  202,    to    the  land 
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situated  on  the  southeasterly  side  of  Prescott 
street  in  that  part  of  Boston  called  Hyde 
Park  ;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Henry  M.  Dean  in  behalf  of 
his  client  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
(150)     dollars;    now,    therefore,   it    is    hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  'to  seli  all  the  city's 
rights,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land 
at  public  auction  at  a  minimum  price  of  one 
hundred  fifty  ('150 )  dollars ;  and  it  is  hereby 
further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  the  purchaser  of  said  parcel  of  land  a  written 
instrument  satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  convey- 
ing all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City 
of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  payment 
to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said  auction. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Tax  Titles 
and    Public   Lands. 


LIST  OF  FORECLOSED  TAX  TITLE 
PROPERTIES. 

The   following   was   received : 
City  of  Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    July    13,    1937. 
To   the   Ciity   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  relative  to  your  order  of  May  3, 
1937,  concerning  a  list  of  tax  title  properties 
which  have  been   foreclosed. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public     Buildings     Department, 

July  12,  1937. 
Mr.    John    F.    Gilmore,   Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
-  Dear  Sir, — In  compliance  with  the  City 
Council  order  dated  May  3,  1937,  we  are 
forwarding  herewith  twenty-five  (25)  copies  of 
list  of  tax  title  properties  which  have  been 
foreclosed.  These  lists  were  drawn  up  on 
June  15,  1937,  and  include  properties  foreclosed 
up  to  May  1,   19>37. 

Very   truly   yours, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent   of    Public    Buildings. 
(Appended   was   the  list   referred  to.) 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS     REFERRED. 
Claims. 

Herman  Baum,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age   to    automobile    by    Sanitary    truck. 

Mollie  Brilliant,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  1,  2,  3,  4  Maple  court 
caused    by    defective    water    pipe. 

Charles  O.  Bryning,  for  compensation  for 
damage    to    car    by    fire    engine. 

Josephine  Cantella,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  281  Beech  street,  Ros- 
lindale,   caused   by   backing   up   of  sewerage. 

L.  Cline,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  196  Cambridge  street,  caused  by 
water. 

Roy  C.  Dieterie,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  by  Court   House  van. 

Angelina  Del  Greco,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  11  Julian  street,  caused 
by    water    being   shut   off. 

James  J.  DeGisse,  for  compensation  for 
damage  at  107  Cambridge  street,  caused  by 
water  of  fire  engine. 

William  P.  Graham,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
judgment    issued    against    him. 

Helen  L.  Hicks,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  and  damage  to  automobile  by 
city-owned    horse    and    wagon. 


Ellison  Hill,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  61  Hobart  street,  caused  by 
water    being    shut    off. 

Edward  L.  Kelley,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
execution     issued    against    him. 

Anna  McCulley,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age  to    car    by    city    truck. 

James  A.  McElaney,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by   Sanitary  cart. 

George  N.  McMahon,  for  compensation  for 
damage    to    car    by    dump    cart. 

Hattie  M.  Moses,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  alleged  defect  on  Washing- 
ton   street    at    Temple    place. 

Rakis  Petrides  (New  York  Sandwich  Shop), 
for  compensation  for  damage  to  property  at 
663    Washington    street    by    water. 

Manuel  Spingel,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  truck  by  Public  Works  Department 
team. 

Arthur  Stone,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  being  struck  by  auto  truck  No. 
A3382. 

W.  J.  Swett,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age    to     automobile    by    city     cart. 

John  J.  Thompson,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  alleged  defect  at 
corner  of  Belmont  street  and  Medford  street, 
Charlestown. 

Mary  G.  Walsh,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  by   dump   cart. 

Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 
Petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  to 
operate  motor  vehicles  between  Sullivan 
Square  Terminal  and  the  Boston-Everett  line 
at  Alford  street,  to  be  operated  only  between 
the   hours   of   12    midnight   and   6   a.    m. 

Executive. 
Petition    of    Mary   A.    Gaddis,    to   be   paid    an 
annuity     on     account     of     death     of     husband, 
Arthur    G.    Gaddis,    late    member    of    Fire    De- 
partment. 


CONSTABLES'  BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  the  following-named  constables, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treas- 
urer, were  received  and  approved,  Charles  P. 
Dun'lap    and    Nachman    Perlman. 


NOTICE    OF    INTEREST    IN    CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  Joseph  P. 
Manning,  trustee  of  the  Boston  City  Hos- 
pital, of  interest  in  contract  with  the  city 
for    the    sale   of    tobacco. 

Placed    on    file. 


NOTICE    OF    APPROVAL    BY    STATE 
FINANCE    BOARD. 

Notice  was  received  of  approval  by  Emer- 
gency Finance  Board  of  Tax  Title  Loan  of 
$1,300,000. 

Placed    on     file. 


SOLDIERS'     RELIEF. 

Coun._  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  an  order  for  pay- 
ment of  aid  to  soldiers  and  sailors  and  their 
families  in  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  month 
of     July. 

Report    accepted ;    order    passed. 


REPORT  OF   COMMITTEE   ON   PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  the  Committee 
on    Public    Lands,    submitted    the    following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  September  1,  1936)  for  sale  of  land 
at  Paris  and  Havre  streets  to  the  United 
States  Government — that  same  be  referred  to 
Executive    Committee. 

Report  accepted  ;  referred  to  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


SUPERVISION     OF     AUTO    AND    TRAILER 
CAMPS. 

Coun.    WILSON    offered    the    following. 
Concerning  Auto  and  Trailer  Camps. 
Be  it  ordained   by   the   City   Council   of   Boston, 
as    follows  : 

Section  1.  No  land  within  the  limits  of 'the 
City  of  Boston  shall  be  used  for  auto  camps, 
so  called,  or  for  the  parking  or  stopping  place 
of  any  automobiles  or  trailers,  so  called,  while 
in  use  for  living  quarters,  unless  such  land 
is  licensed  for  the  purpose  by  the  health 
commissioner  subject  to  such  regulations  as 
said  commissioner  shall  deem  necessary  for 
the  preservation  of  the  public  health  and  the 
avoidance  of  nuisances.  The  health  commis- 
sioner is  hereby  authorized,  if  other  authority 
is  required  than  is  contained  in  chapter  111 
of  the  General  Laws,  to  make  the  regulations 
and  grant  the  licenses  provided  for  in  this 
ordinance,  and  to  charge  such  fee  as  he  may 
determine    for    any    such    license. 

Sect.  2.  The  owner,  occupant,  tenant  or 
lessee  who  permits  any  land  over  which  he 
has  permanent  or  temporary  control  to  be 
used  in  violation  of  this  ordinance  shall  be 
subject  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  twenty 
dollars  for  each  offense,  and  it  shall  be  deemed 
a  separate  offense  for  each  day  that  such 
violation  is  permitted  to  continue  after  notice 
thereof   is  given  to  such  person  in  control. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  we  are, 
of  course,  all  familiar  with  the  mushroom 
growth  of  this  army  of  auto  trailers,  and 
while  life  in  these  trailers  may  or  may  not 
be  a  healthy  one  from  a  sanitary  viewpoint, 
there  Should,  of  course,  be  early  supervision 
under  aiplpropHate  ordinances,  so  far  as 
the  City  of  Boston  is  concerned.  There  should 
be  some  definite  supervision  both  from  the 
viewpoint  of  health  regulations  and  also  from 
the  viewpoint  of  police  regulation,  and  it  is 
highly  advisable,  in  view  of  the  marked 
growth  this  past  year  of  life  in  automobile 
trailers  and  roadside  home  life,  and  so  far 
as  the  City  of  Boston  is  concerned  the  parking 
of  such  trailers  anywhere  within  the  city 
limits  should  be  subject  to  a  definite  and 
specific     ordinance. 

The  ordinance  was  referred  to  Committor 
on    Ordinances. 


REMOVAL  BY  ELEVATED  OF 
ABANDONED  RAILS. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  trustees  of  the  Bos-ton  Elevated  Railway 
to  arrange  for  the  removal  of  all  abandoned 
rails  of  the  Elevated  system  in  streets  that  are 
now  being   used  for  bus   service. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  I  am 
compelled  to  file  that  order  in  the  interest  of 
safety.  Perhaps  in  many  of  the  councilors' 
districts  they  have  noticed  rails  abandoned. 
Some  of  them  are  protruding  through  the  pave- 
ment, causing  a  number  of  accidents.  It 
seems  that  if  the  City  Council  grants  the 
Elevated  the  power  to  operate  buses  over  these 
routes,  the  least  they  could  do  is  place  those 
streets  back  in  condition.  However,  it  is 
typical  of  the  indifference  of  the  Boston  El- 
evated as  to  the  interests  of  the  public  at  large. 
We  hear  them  advocating  the  purchase  of 
stream-line  cars  when  at  the  present  time 
they  are  operating  buses  that  positively  gas 
people  into  unconsciousness.  We  find  them 
advocating  the  acquisition  indirectly  of  broken- 
down  railroads  and  bankrupt  railroads.  You 
recall  the  order  last  spring  when  the  Council  was 
asked  to  go  'on  record  xmanimbusly  as  opposed 
to  the  purchase  of  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  & 
Lynn.  At  that  time  I  maintained  that  the 
railroad  -was  in  a  bankrupt  condition  and 
the  acquisition  was  to  save  the  stockholders 
their  money.  Last  week,  or  the  week  before, 
the   Boston,    Revere   Beach   &   Lynn   petitioned 


under  B-77  in  the  bankruptcy  court  for  an 
opportunity  to  reorganize.  I  hope  the  Mayor 
will  demand  the  Elevated  trustees  make  ar- 
rangements to  have  these  rails  taken  out  of 
these  streets. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


OPPOSITION  TO  PARTITION  PLAN  IN 
PALESTINE. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  Great  Britain  was  made  the  pro- 
tectorate over  Palestine  and  pledged  to  develop 
the  country  as   a   homeland  for   the  Jews  ;  and 

Whereas,  The  nations  of  the  world  had 
trust  and  faith  in  Great  Britain  in  carrying 
out    its    pledge ;   and 

Whereas,  Lord  Balfour,  in  1924,  by  a  de- 
claration, reaffirmed  the  stand  of  Great  Britain 
to  establish  Palestine  as  a  homeland  for  the 
Jews  ;   and 

Whereas,  Millions  of  dollars  have  been  spent 
in  the  development  of  that  country  and  thou- 
sands of  immigrants  induced  to  settle  there ; 
and 

Whereas,  The  British  Commission  has  rec- 
ommended that  the  country  be  divided  into 
three  separate  parts,  for  the  Jews,  Arabs, 
and   the  British  Government ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston, 
in  meeting  assembled,  desires  to  record  its 
opposition  to  the  partition  plan  as  outlined 
by  the  British  Commission  and  is  of  the 
opinion  that  adherence  to  the  original  plan 
of  the  protectorate  by  Great  Britain  for  the 
establishment  of  Palestine  as  a  homeland  for 
the  Jews  is  the  most  satisfactory  arrangement 
for  bringing  lasting  peace  and  contentment  to 
that  land  and  the  people  who  inhabit  it ;  be 
it    further 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  this  resolution 
be  sent  to  the  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress   from   Massachusetts. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG — Mr.  President,  this 
matter  has  attracted  the  attention  of 
people  not  only  of  the  Jewish  faith 
but  people  all  over  the  world.  In  the 
signing  of  the  Versailles  treaty,  Great 
Britain  was  made  protectorate  over  Palestine 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  that  country 
as  a  national  homeland  for  the  Jews.  Later, 
in  1924,  Lord  Balfour,  through  declaration 
adopted  in  Parliament,  reaffirmed  its  status 
and  the  British  government  is  attempting  to 
squirm  out  of  the  responsibilities  they  assumed 
at  that  time.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
last  weeek  at  the  national  convention  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  at  Atlantic 
City  the  State  Auditor  of  this  Commonwealth 
introduced  an  order  condemning  Great  Britain 
for  its  stand  in  the  present  scheme  of  dividing 
the  country  into  three  parts  and  memorializing 
Congress  in  connection  with  the  move,  asking 
them  to  protest  and  voice  their  protest  in  the 
matter  of  the  division  of  Palestine.  I  have 
introduced  this  order  placing  the  members  of 
the  Boston  City  Government  on  record  through 
the  resolution,  and  trust  this  order  will  be 
passed  by  the  Council  and  forwarded  to  our 
Congressmen   in   Washington. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on   Rules. 


ELEVATED     FIVE-CENT    SUNDAY    FARE. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,     That    the    trustees    of    the    Boston 
Elevated    Railway    be    requested,     through     his 
Honor     the    Mayor,     to     establish     a     five-cent 
Sunday    fare   on    all    its   lines. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG — Mr.  President,  this 
order  requests  the  Boston  Elevated  to  establish 
a  five-cent  fare  on  all  lines  on  Sunday.  I 
notice  in  a  great  many  industries  where  busi- 
ness drops  off  on  certain  occasions  methods 
are  brought  about  to  increase  the  use  of  the 
article.  The  Telephone  Company  has  reduced 
its  rate  on  calls  in  the  evening.  I  believe  the 
establishment  of  a  five-cent  fare  on  Sunday 
will  stimulate  trade  on   the   Elevated  and  will 


JDLY    26,     1937. 


311 


give  the  working  man  and  his  family  a  chance 
to  do  some  traveling,  and  I  believe  it  will,  after 
a  trial  of  three  months,   prove  successful. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NAMING  OF   STREET   IN  MEMORY  OF 
JOSEPH    D.    TOOMEY. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  and  KERRI- 
GAN  offered  the  following  : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  to  consider 
naming  a  street  at  the  Old  Harbor  Village 
project  in  South  Boston  in  memory  of  the 
late  Joseph  D.  Toomey,  former  Representative 
from  the  South  Boston  District,  and  a  life- 
long  resident  of   South   Boston. 

Passed    under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


CONDITION  OF  SOUTH  BOSTON  BEACHES. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  and  KERRI- 
GAN  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
immediately  take  steps  to  correct  the  present 
unsightly  and  dangerous  condition  of  the 
beaches  in  South  Boston,  and  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  assigning  a  crew  of  men  to 
keep  these  'beaches  in  proper  condition  for 
the    remainder   of   the  summer. 

Passed   under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NAMING  OF  STREET  IN  MEMORY  OF 
HON.   JOHN   E.    BALDWIN. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  and  KERRI- 
GAN offered  the  following  : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  to  con- 
sider naming  a  street  at  the  Old  Harbor 
Village  project  in  South  Boston  in  memory 
of  the  late  Honorable  John  E.  Baldwin,  former 
member  of  the  Common  Council,  Board  of 
Aldermen,  Massachusetts  House  of  Representa- 
tives, State  Senate,  and  for  seventeen  years 
Clerk  of  Committees  of  the  Boston  City 
Council,  and  a  life-long  resident  of  South 
Boston. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


SIDEWALK    CONSTRUCTION,     WARD     6. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Fourth  street, 
near  K  street,  in  front  of  Foresters  hall,  Ward 
6 ;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to 
12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial 
stone,  with  granite  edgestones,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts 
of    1917. 

Order  passed   under  suspension   of  the   rule. 


ABOLITION    OF    CHARGES    FOR    PUBLIC 
BATH    HOUSES. 

Coun.    KILROY    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
abolish    all    charges    for   public    bath    houses. 

Coun.  KILROY — It  is  apparent,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  the  ones  these  bath  houses  were 
intended  to  benefit  are  the  ones  who  cannot 
afford  to  use  them  because  of  the  charges. 
It  is  five  cents  for  the  towel  and  any  man 
on  welfare  or  receiving  the  small  salary  on 
the  Public  Works  could  easily  put  a  peck 
of  potatoes  into  his  home  for  what  it  would 
cost  to  send  his  children  to  these  bath  houses. 
Therefore,  I  hope  this  order  will  be  passed 
and  the  Mayor  request  the  Park  Commissioner 
to    abolish    these    charges. 

Passed    under   suspension    of    the   rule. 


RESOLUTION    ON    MARCONI. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  in  meeting  assembled,  expresses 
its  deep  regret  at  the  passing  of  the  Marquis 
Guglielmo  Marconi,  whose  inventive  genius 
and  skill  contributed  in  no  small  measure  to 
the  security  and  happiness  of  countless  thou- 
sands of  people  throughout  the  world.  He 
leaves  behind  him  a  record  of  service  to 
humanity  which  places  his  name  in  the  fore- 
front amongst  those  immortals  who  gave 
freely  of  tUieir  talent  and  energies  that 
civilization  might  go  forward,  and  that  man- 
kind might  enjoy  and  profit  from  the  fruit 
of    their   gifts    and    their    labors. 

Adopted    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


INFORMATION    FROM    PUBLIC    WELFARE 
DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Welfare  Depart- 
ment, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  re- 
quested to  advise  the  City  Council  promptly 
as  to  (1)  the  total  number  of  citizens  now 
on  the  Welfare  rolls,  and  (2)  the  number 
of  such  active  cases  which  include  "employ- 
ables," if  employment  was  available. 
Passed    under    suspension   of    the   rule. 


FAILURE      TO      OPEN      NEW      SURGICAL 
BUILDING    AT    BOSTON    CITY    HOSPITAL. 

Coun.    WILSON    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  advise  the  City  Council 
promptly,  (1)  the  real  reason,  if  any,  for 
continued  failure  to  open  the  completed  New 
Sugioal  Building  which  was  reported  in  letter 
of  Joseph  P.  Manning  as  long  ago  as  June 
2'9,  1936,  to  be  "completed" — "and  ready  for 
occupancy"  and.  (2)  whether  a  sum  for  the 
operating  expenses  for  the  balance  of  the 
current  year  has  been  included  in  the  1937 
budget  for  the  Hospital  Department,  and 
(3),    if    not,    why    not. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  am  aware 
of  the  fact  that  some  weeks  ago  Coun.  Dowd 
of  Roxbury  introduced  an  order  along  some- 
what similar  lines.  Of  course  we  bear  in 
mind  that  the  original  loan  order  for  the 
construction  of  this  surgical  building  re- 
ceived its  second  and  final  reading  as  long 
ago  as  February  of  1934,  or  over  three  years 
ago,  and  of  course  in  the  minutes  of  June, 
193-6,  we  have  the  letter  from  Joseph  B. 
Manning,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
to    this    effect: 

"June  29,   1936. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor:  The  new  surgical  op- 
erating and  ward  building  which  is  now  com- 
pleted has  been  turned  over  to  us  and  is 
ready   for   occupancy"     .     . 

and  further  along  in  the  letter  a  request  by 
Mr.  Manning  for  an  additional  sum  of  $70,000 
which  will  be  needed  in  order  to  completely 
equip  the  surgical  operating  and  ward  build- 
ing for  use  so  that  it  will  be  ready  to  open 
perhaps  in  the  early  fall.  I  trust  that  reports 
to  that  effect  are  erroneous,  reports  to  the 
effect  that  one  reason  and  the  real  reason  for 
the  failure  to  open  this  new  completed  build- 
ing is  because  the  Mayor  in  drawing  up  his 
budget  preliminary  to  fixing  the  tax  rate  has 
not  included  in  the  1937  budget  money  suffi- 
cient to  operate  the  new  surgical  building  if 
it  is  opened  and  it  is  for  that  reason  that 
order    is    presented    at    this    time. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council. voted,  on  motion  of  the  Presi- 
dent, to  take  a  recess  at  2.45  p.  m.,  subject 
to  the  call  of  the  Ohair.  The  members 
reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  3.45 
p.  m.  .and  were  called  to  order  by  President 
FITZGERALD. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


ORDINANCE    REPORT. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  submitted  a  report  on  the  ordi- 
nance (referred  June  28)  increasing  by  one  the 
number  of  deputy  sealers  of  weights  and 
measures — that   the  same  ought  to   pass. 

Report      accepted ;      ordinance     passed. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive 
Committee,    submitted    the    following : 

.1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  release  of  surety  bond 
of  the  Hanley  Oil  Company — that  same  ought 
to    pass. 

Report    accepted ;    order     passed. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred    September    1,    193'6)    concerning    sale 

of  land  at  Paris  and  Havre  streets  to  the 
United  States  Government —  that  same  ought 
to    pass. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— On  that  particular 
order  I  want  to  explain  the  reasons  for  the 
delay  in  the  passage  of  that  order  by  the 
Council.  The  sale  of  the  present  police  sta- 
tion that  now  houses  the  Lawrence  J.  Flah- 
erty Post  of  the  American  Legion  has  been 
delayed  due  to  the  fact  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  (Coun.  Ker- 
rigan) as  well  as  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil who  have  cooperated,  wanted  to  make 
sure  that  the  veterans  were  given  proper  ac- 
comodations in  the  event  this  sale  took  placa. 
East  Boston  has  long  fought  for  a  post  office 
and  this  particular  site  is  the  most  desirable 
one.  Now  the  Mayor  has  assuured  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  as  well  as  the  members 
of  the  Council  that  proper  accomodations  will 
be  given  to  the  Post  of  the  American  Legion, 
and  therefore  I  urge  that  the  city  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  offer  of  the  Government  in 
selling    this     building. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed — yeas  15, 
nays    0. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  transferring  $75,000  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  Contingent  Fund — 
that   order   ought   to   pass. 

The   report    of   the   committee    was    accepted. 

Coun.  DOWD — I  now  move  that  the  amount 
be    reduced    from    $75,000    to    $10,000. 

Motion  carried.  Order  passed  as  amended, 
yeas    15,    nays    0. 

4.  Report  on  order  for  the  acceptance  of 
chapter  222  of  Acts  of  1937,  permitting  pay- 
ment to  Dooley  Brothers  of  $8,000,  the  amount 
of  its  deposit  on  a  certain  contract  to  re- 
move waste  and  garbage — that  order  ought 
to  pass ;  and  on  order  for  payment  to  Dooley 
Brothers,  Inc.,  of  $8,000  under  the  authority 
of  chapter  222  of  the  Acts  of  1937 — that  same 
ought   to   pass. 

Report  accepted  and  question  came  on  pas- 
sage oif  the  orders. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  at  the 
last  meeting  at  which  this  matter  was  before 
the  Council  it  was  alleged  by  several  members 
that  there  was  collusion  in  connection  with 
this  bid.  We  then  submitted  the  matter  to 
the  Executive  Committee  and  at  the  hearing 
before  the  Executive  Committee  the  city 
official  who  appeared  before  the  committee 
explained  in  connection  with  these  contracts 
that  it  was  clearly  understood  that  if  the  con- 
tractor did  not  qualify,  as  he  agreed  to  do, 
that  the  money  was  forfeited  to  the  city  and 
became  the  money  of  the  city.  Under  those 
circumstances  I  do  not  see  why  we  should 
return  it  and  I  ask  that  the  matter  be  brought 
before    the    Council    on    a    roll    call    vote. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  as  one 
of  those  who.  has  voted  on  two  pre- 
vious occasions  to  pay  Dooley  Brothers 
what  I  believe  is  rightfully  their  own 
money,  I  feel  the  Council  should  no  longer 
hold  up  the  passage  of  this  order.  We  are  all 
very  familiar  with  it.  Those  of  us  who  know 
the  Dooley  Brothers  realize  they  are  not  big 
contractors,  but  they  go  out  themselves  and 
drive  their  own  trucks  and  do  their  own  hard 
work,     performing    their    own    manual    labor. 


Tbey  bid  on  the  city  job.  They  were  the 
low  bidders  and  they  were  given  the  contract 
but  unfortunately  when  they  went  out  to  get  the 
bond,  through  some  unforeseen  circumstances 
that  we  know  nothing  about,  a  bond  has  been 
refused  them  despite  the  fact  that  during  the 
many  years  that  Dooley  Brothers  have  been 
doing  business  for  the  City  of  Boston  they 
have  always  fulfilled  their  contract.  I  do  noj 
think  there  is  a  member  of  this  Body  who 
wants  to  say  to  those  Dooley  Brothers,  who 
come  from  Roxbury,  working  as  hard  as  they 
do,  that  the  City  of  Boston  is  going  to  keep 
that  $8,000  from  them.  It  is  a  life's  saving 
to  them  and  it  means  whether  or  not  they  are 
going  to  be  able  to  start  in  business  again  and 
I  hope  the  Council  will  pass  this  order  for  the 
$8,000. 

The  orders  were  severally  passed.  Yeas — 
Coun.  Agnew,  Doherty,  Dowd,  Finley,  John 
I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher, 
Kilroy,  McGrath,  Tobin,  Wilson— 11.  Nays — 
Coun.  Rosenberg,   Shattuck — 2. 


REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE    ON    PUBLIC 
LANDS    AND    TAX    TITLES. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public    Lands,    submitted    the    following: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  June  14)  that 
Nos.  1  and  3  ought  not  to  pass,  Nos.  1  and 
3  being  orders  for  sale  of  property  on 
Winthrop  street,  Roxbury,  153,  and  the  order 
for  the  sale  of  property  on  Sherman  street  in 
Roxbury. 

Report  accepted  ;  said  orders  rejected. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
orders  (referred  May  10  and  June  14)  for 
sale  of  certain  tax  title  properties,  that  the 
following  ought  to  pass :  Land  on  Village 
street,  Boston  ;  Albany  street,  Boston  ;  Ruther- 
ford avenue,  Charlestown  ;  Blossom  court,  Bos- 
ton ;  Carroll  street,  West  Roxbury ;  Bolton 
street.  South  Boston  ;  Douglas  court,  Boston. 

Report   accepted. 

The  orders  failed  of  passage,  fifteen  affirm- 
ative votes  being  required,  yeas  14,  nays — 
Coun.  Tobin — 1. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  WILSON,  the  vote  was 
reconsidered  and  the  orders  were  assigned  to 
the   next   meeting. 


RESCISSION    OF    BALANCES    OF    W.    P.    A. 

President  FITZGERALD  called  up,  under 
unfinished  business,  No.  4  on  the  calendar, 
viz. : 

4.  Ordered,  That  the  right  to  Ibornofcv 
money  for  Construction,  Reconstruction  and 
Replacement  of  Sewers,  and  covering  of  Open 
Water  Courses,  under  authority  of  chapter 
366,  Acts  of  1933,  as  amended  by  chapter  21, 
Acts  of  1934,  approved  by  the  Mayor  on 
February  27,  1934,  be  limited  to  $750,000,  and 
that  the  authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of 
said  amount  for  said  purpose,  be,  and  the 
same   hereby   is,   rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money 
for  Chelsea  Street  and  Eastern  Avenue  Bridge, 
under  authority  of  chapter  366,  Acts  of  1993, 
as  amended  by  chapter  21,  Acts  of  1934,  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor  on  October  9,  1935,  be 
limited  to  $450,000,  and  that  the  authoriza- 
tion to  borrow  in  excess  of  said  amount  for 
said  purpose,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
rescinded. 

Ordered.  That  the  right  to  borrow  money 
for  New  East  Boston  District  Public  Welfare 
Building,  under  authority  of  chapter  366, 
Acts  of  1933,  as  amended  by  chapter  21,  Acts 
of  1934,  approved  by  the  Mayor  on  October 
15,  1935,  be  limited  to  $40,000,  and  that  the 
authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of  said 
amount  for  said  purpose,  be,  and  the  same 
hereby   is  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  monev 
for  New  Dorchester  District  Public  Welfare 
Building,   under  authority  of  chapter  366,  Acts 
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of    1933,    as   amended   by  chapter   21,   Acts   of 

1934,  approved    by    the   Mayor   on    October   15, 

1935,  be  limited  to  $40,000,  and  that  the 
authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of  said 
amount  for  said  purpose,  be,  and  the  same 
hereby    is,    rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money 
for  Chelsea  North  Bridge,  Water  Pipe  Trestle, 
Reconstruction  of,  under  authority  of  chapter 
366,  Acts  of  19*3,  as  amended  by  chapter  21, 
Acts  of  1934,  approved  by  the  Mayor  on 
October  29,  1985,  be  limited  to  $20,000,  and 
that  the  authorization  to  ■borrow  in  excess 
of  said  amount  for  said  purpose,  be,  and  the 
same    hereby    is,    rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money 
for  Quincy  Market  Building,  Foundation,  Im- 
provements, etc.,  under  authority  of  chapter 
366,  Acts  of  1933,  as  amended  iby  chapter  21, 
Acts  of  1934,  approved  by  the  Mayor  on  Novem- 
ber 22,  1935,  be  limited  to  $300,000,  and  that 
the  authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of  said 
amount  for  said  purpose,  be,  and  the  same 
'hereby  is,  rescinded. 

On  July  12,  1937,  the  foregoing  orders  were 
read  once  and  passed,   yeas   19,   nays   0. 

The  orders  were  given  a  second  and  final 
reading  and   passage,  yeas   15,   nays   0. 


ACTION  ON  APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE 
MAYOR. 

President  FITZGERALD  called  up,  under 
unfinished  business,  No.  2  on  the  calendar,_ 
viz. : 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  July  12,  1937,  of  Sylvia  Cohen,  to 
be  a  Weigher  of  Coal ;  and  Albert  St.  Germaine, 
to  be  a  Weigher  of  Goods. 

The  appointments  were  confirmed,  yes  14, 
no  1. 


BATHING    CONDITIONS   AT    WORLD    WAR 
MEMORIAL    PARK. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
immediately  take  steps  to  correct  the  danger- 
ous condition  of  the  bathing  beach  at  World 
War  Memorial  Park,  and  to  consider  the  ad- 
visability of  assigning  a  crew  of  men  to  keep 
this  beach  in  proper  condition  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  summer. 

Passed   under  suspension   of   the  rule. 


SOUTH    BAY   FLATS    EXPENDITURES. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Law  Department,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  report 
to  the  City  Council  as  to  how  the  $10,000 
appropriated  for  investigation  of  title  to  the 
South  Bay  Flats  has  been  expended,  and  what 
has  been  accomplished,  and  to  submit  an 
itemized  statement  as  to  how  the  additional 
$10,000  appropriation  requested  is  proposed 
to  be  expended,  and  as  to  whether,  if  appropri- 
ated, the  work  will  be  completed  without 
further    expense. 

Passed   under   suspension   of  the  rule. 


SHOWER  BATHS  AT  PUBLIC  PLAY- 
GROUNDS. 

Coun.  JOHN  J.  MoGRATH  offered  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
instruct  the  attendants  at  the  Gibson  Street 
Playground,  known  as  the  Town  Field,  the 
Mary  Hemenway  Playground,  and  the  Neponset 
Playground,  to  permit  the  public  to  take 
shower  baths  at  any  time  during  the  hours 
that   the  building   is  open. 

Passed   under   suspension  of  the  rule. 


NAMING    OF    SOUTH   BOSTON    STREET. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  name  a  street  in  the  Old  Harbor 
Village  project  in  South  Boston  in  memory 
of  the  late  Reverend  Mortimer  E.  Twomey, 
former  Pastor  of  the  Gate  of  Heaven  Church, 
South    Boston. 

Passed   under   suspension   of  the  rule. 


NEXT    MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  GALLAGHER,  it  was 
voted  that  when  the  Council  adjourned  it 
would  be  to  meet  on  Monday  August  9,  1937, 
at  two  o'clock  p.  m. 


REPORT  OF   FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  DOWD — As  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  I  beg  to  state  that  the  committee 
was  prepared  today  to  submit  their  recom- 
mendation on  the  loan  order  for  streets,  but 
due  to  the  fact  there  are  insufficient  votes,  we 
will  have  to  defer  it  to  the  next  meeting. 


EXPENDITURES  OF  LAW  DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Auditor  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  promptly,  first  for 
the  year  193'6,  and  secondly  for  the  year  1937, 
the  total  amounts  spent  by  the  Law  Depart- 
ment outside  of  its  official  budget:  (1)  for 
abatement  service  experts;  (2)  legal  expenses, 
experts,  etc.;  (3)  Land  Court  tax  lien  fore- 
closures; and  (4)  examination  of  titles  to 
property, — and  for  each  item  specify  the 
amount  spent  out  of  transfers  from  Reserve 
Fund  or  Contingent  Fund,  and  the  amount 
spent  by  special  authorizations,  and  also  list 
the  name  of  the  persons  receiving  such 
sums,  and  the  total  amount  paid  each  person 
each    year. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


Adjourned  at  4.15  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday, 
August    9,    1937.   at   two   o'clock   p.   m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  August  9,  1937. 
Regular   meeting   of    the    City    Council   in   the 
City   Council   Chamber,    City   Hall,    at   2   p.   m.t 
Coun.     GALLAGHER    in     the      chair.     Absent, 
Coun.  Roberts,  Shattuck. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZ- 
GERALD presiding  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor, 
as  follows: 

Sixty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  September  13,  1937: 

Frederick  C.  Cahill,  Ward  1;  Walter  E.  Dugas. 
Ward  1;  Matthew  J.  Kenefick,  Ward  1;  Joseph 
McCaffrey,  Jr.,  Ward  1;  John  F.  O'Neill,  Ward  1; 
Benedict  J.  Pullo,  Ward  1;  William  F.  Canty, 
Ward  2;  John  D.  Halloran,  Ward  3;  Frank  J. 
Scully,  Ward  3;  Walter  E.  McKinnon,  Ward  3; 
William  Sallen,  Ward  3;  William  Reddell,  Ward  4; 
William  J.  Smith,  Ward  4;  Clarence  V.  Burrage, 
Ward  5;  Charles  J.  Dailey,  Ward  6;  Simon  E. 
Draper,  Ward  6;  William  C.  Kenneally,  Ward  6; 
Thomas  Lynch,  Ward  6;  Daniel  Robert  Murphy, 
Ward  6;  Albert  H.  Adams,  Ward  7;  Francis  D., 
Crimmins,  Ward  7;  Charles  J.  Furlong,  Ward  7;' 
Francis  J.  Devlin,  Ward  10;  William  A.  Henderson, 
Ward  10;  Anthony  M.  Jaross,  Ward'  10;  Charles 
E.  Lewis,  Ward  10;  Michael  T.  McGowan,  Ward 
10;  William  F.  McManus,  Ward  10;  Joseph 
Carlin,  Ward  11;  Charles  W.  Fennessey,  Ward  11; 
Henry  A.  Lueth,  Ward  11;  Archibald  Morrison, 
Ward  11;  William  J.  Bryson,  Ward  12;  Israel  L. 
Goldings,  Ward  12;  Herbert  S.  Woods,  Ward  12; 
Hugh  S.  Doyle,  Ward  13;  John  A.  Mclntyre, 
Ward  13;  George  W.  Powers,  Ward  13;  Harry 
Backer,  Ward  14;  Edward  Delaney,  Ward  14; 
George  M.  Ducie,  Ward  14;  Herbert  C.  Robinson, 
Ward  14;  Thomas  J.  Maguire,  Ward  15;  Thomas 
J.  White,  Ward  15;  William  McColl,  Ward  17; 
Wilfred  L.  Mills,  Ward  17;  Fletcher  P.  Osgood, 
Ward  17;  Herbert  W.  Ruggles,  Ward  17;  Frederick 
L.  Wilder,  Ward  17;  Edwin  F.  Acford,  Ward  18; 
Frank  J.  Bonanno,  Ward  18;  William  V.  Colwell, 
Ward  18;  Edward  F.  Delaney,  Ward  18;  Frank 
H.  Densmore,  Ward  18,  Edward  V.  Donovan, 
Ward  18;  Charles  W.  Geden,  Ward  18;  Frederick 
W.  Horton,  Ward  18;  Albert  C.  Kunstler,  Ward 
18;  George  H.  Lapham,  Ward  18;  George  P. 
McCarthy,  Ward  18;  William  A.  Tupper,  Ward 
18;  Bartley  Curran,  Ward  19;  George  J.  Hulme, 
Ward  19;  Harrison  F.  Colburn,  Ward  21;  John  F. 
Harrington,  Ward  21;  James  M.  Roche,  Ward  22. 

Eighty-two  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  to  appear  September  13,   1937: 

Francis  T.  Brown,  Ward  1;  John  J.  Curran,  Jr., 
Ward  1;  Gerard  J.  Donahue,  Ward  1;  Jerome  N. 
McDonald,  Ward  1;  John  J.  McGlinchey,  Ward  1; 
John  H.  McWilliams,  Ward  1 ;  Arthur  R.  Mullen, 
Ward  1;  James  T.  Norton,  Ward  1;  Cornelius 
O'Connell,  Ward  1;  Frank  L.  Stibolt,  Ward  1; 
John  Abbott,  Ward  2;  Frederick  S.  Carroll,  Ward 
2;  John  W.  McKinnon,  Ward  2;  John  McNiece, 
Ward  2;  Roland  Briggs,  Ward  3;  Frank  A.  Finn- 
erty,  Ward  3;  Peter  Garrigan,  Ward  3;  Edmund 
J.  Hally,  Ward  3;  Roy  W.  Hogan,  Ward  3;  John 
M.  MacKenzie,  Ward  3;  William  P.  Cavanaugh, 
Ward  4;  Charles  W.  Kespert,  Ward  4;  Charles 
Pease,  Ward  4;  William  A.  Blair,  Ward  5;  Samuel 
M.  Felton,  3d,  Ward  5;  Charles  D.  Haddock, 
Ward  5;  John  J.  Buckley,  Ward  6;  Thomas  J. 
Shannon,  Ward  6;  Joseph  L.  Ring,  Ward  7; 
Joseph  F.  O'Donnell,  Ward  9;  John  ('.  Skelton, 
Ward  9;  Frank  W.  Anderson,  Ward  10;  Francis 
H.  Mackenzie,  Ward  10;  Joseph  G.  Reddish, 
Ward  10;  Charles  A.  Wolfe,  Ward  10;  Edward 
Cleary,  Ward  11;  George  F.  Curley,  Ward  11; 
Arthur  L.  Flynn,  Ward  11;  Francis  M.  Garrity, 
Ward  11;  Michael  F.  Hurney,  Ward  11;  Lewis 
J.  Barlow,  Ward  12;  Edward  Bellis,  Ward  12; 
Thomas  F.  Coyne,  Ward  12;  Thomas  J,  Philbin, 
Jr.,   Ward  12;  Martin  Walsh,   Ward   12;   Thomas 


C.  Barrett,  Ward  13;  Joseph  W.  Finnigan,  Ward 
13;  David  McHoul,  Ward  13;  Wallace  L.  Murray, 
Ward  13;  Joseph  F.  Ritchie,  Ward  13;  William 
S.  Sadlier,  Ward  13;  Reuben  Corzen,  Ward  14 
Samuel  Michaels,  Ward  14;  Harry  Santis,  Ward  14 
Joseph  G.  Hardiman.  Ward'  15;  Augustus  E.  A 
Waters,  Ward  15;  Thomas  J.  Waters,  Jr.,  Ward  15 
John  T.  Gallagher,  Ward  16;  William  James 
Hood,  Ward  16;  Thomas  J.  Manning,  Ward  16 
Joseph  Cohen,  Ward  17;  James  H.  Fay,  Ward  17 
Joseph  M.  Hutchinson,  Ward  17;  Samuel  W 
Richmond,  Ward  17;  George  Robinson,  Ward  17 
Wendell  J.  Sprunk,  Ward  17;  Joseph  W.  Belanger. 
Ward  18;  Arthur  C.  Falk,  Ward  18;  William  E 
Russell,  Ward  18;  Cyril  E.  Tolland,  Ward  18 
Philip  T.  Hicks,  Ward  19;  Stephen  Littig,  Ward 
19;  Carl  Madsen,  Ward  19;  George  L.  Speers 
Ward  19;  Harry  A.  Bradlev,  Ward  19;  Paul  R 
Keeler,  Ward  20;  James  W.  Kimball,  Ward  20 
Harry  A.  Richardson,  Ward  20;  Ian  M.  Stuart 
Ward  20;  Chester  H.  Eastman,  Ward  21;  Thomas 
Costello,  Ward  22;  Charles  H.  Parry,  Ward  22. 


APPOINTMENT   BY   THE   MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  9,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
Honorable  Body  I  hereby  appoint  Mr.  Walter  P. 
Kirby  of  8  Rowe  street,  Ward  19,  constable  of  the 
City  of  Boston  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1938, 
without  power  to  serve  civil  process  and  to  serve 
without  bond. 

I  am  submittng  this  name  because  it  was 
inadvertently  omitted  from  the  list  heretofore  sent 
to  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully , 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  for  one  week  under  the  law. 


APPOINTMENT   BY   THE   MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  6,   1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen — Subject    to   confirmation   by   your 
Honorable  Body  I  hereby  appoint  Mr.  Aaron  Boris 
of  135  Harbor  street,  Maiden,  as  a  Weigher  of  Coal. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 
Laid  over  one  week  under  the  law. 


VETO   OF   PROPOSED    ORDINANCE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office   of    the   Mayor, 'July    27,    1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved  and 
without  my  signature  the  proposed  ordinance 
adopted  by  your  Honorable  Body  on  July  26,  1937, 
purporting  to  amend  chapter  37  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1925,  and  providing  that  there  shall 
be  seventeen  deputy  sealers  instead  of  sixteen  as 
fixed  by  said  chapter  37. 

I  have  not  been  informed  that  there  is  any  need 
for  another  deputy  sealer,  and,  further,   there  is 
no  provision  in  the  budget  of  the  Sealer's  Depart- 
ment, and  no  money  available,  to  pay  the  salary  of 
another  deputy  sealer.     Under  these  conditions  I 
am  constrained  to  veto  the  proposed  ordinance. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 

SIDEWALK   ORDER   VETOED. 
The  following  was  received: 

CKy  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  6,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved  and 
without  my  signature  an  order  adopted  by  your 
Honorable  Body  on  July  26,  1937,  for  the  making 
of  a  sidewalk  with  granite  edgestoncs  along  Fourth 
street,  near  K  street,  in  Ward  6,  in  front  of  Forest- 
ers' Hall. 
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I  am  informed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  that  no  new  sidewalk  construction  is  re- 
quired at  the  location  covered  by  this  order.  Also, 
that  at  the  present  time  there  is  a  brick  sidewalk 
in  front  of  this  property  with  granite  edgestone, 
that  the  brick  sidewalk  is  in  fair  condition  and  that 
there  are  no  funds  available  for  the  replacement  of 
this  sidewalk  with  a  granolithic  walk.  Under  the 
circumstances  I  am  constrained  to  veto  the  order. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


REMOVAL    OF    ELEVATED    ABANDONED 
RAILS. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  6,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion and  inclosure  from  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  relative  to  your  orders 
of  July  26,  1937,  concerning  the  removal  of  all 
abandoned  rails  of  the  Elevated  system  in  streets 
that  are  now  being  used  for  bus  service  and  the 
establishment  of  a  five-cent  Sunday  fare  on  all  its 
lines. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Public  Trustees, 
Boston,  August  2,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — In  reply  to  your  communica- 
tion of  July  31,  I  have  taken  up  with  the  Board  of 
Trustees  the  two  matters,  namely,  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  5-cent  fare  on  all  lines  on  Sundays 
and  the  removal  of  abandoned  rails  in  the  streets. 

In  reply  to  the  first,  the  trustees  have  directed 
me  to  advise  that  the  suggestion  with  regard  to 
5  cent  fare  on  Sunday  was  made  at  the  Metro- 
politan Transit  Council  in  August,  1934,  and  I 
am  attaching  a  copy  of  the  reply  made  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees  to  the  Council  at  that  time. 
The  figures  applied  to  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1934,  and  I  am  attaching  figures  brought  up  to 
date  for  year  ending  June  30,  1937. 

With  regard  to  the  second  subject,  there  are 
10j  miles  of  single  track  in  the  streets  in  Boston 
over  which  cars  do  not  now  operate.  It  would 
cost  $108,000  if  the  Elevated  removed  them, 
which  means  that  5108,000  would  be  added  to  the 
present  Elevated  deficit.  After  they  had  been 
removed  the  city  would  necessarily  have  to  repavc 
the  streets,  which  would  involve  another  sub- 
stantial cost,  probably  in  the  vicinity  of  8156,000, 
to  which  the  city  would  be  subjected.  It  is 
apparent,  therefore,  that  all  of  this  expense  would 
be  an  additional  cost  on  the  taxpayers. 

The  practice  which  has  been  followed  over  the 
years  is  to  allow  the  track  to  remain  until  such 
time  as  the  city  plans  street  rebuilding,  at  which 
time  the  Elevated  cooperates  and  removes  the 
rails  and  the  city  rebuilds  the  street. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Edward  Dana, 
President  and  General  Manager. 

August  7,  1934. 
Metropolitan  Transit  Council, 
Mayor  Frederick  W.  Mansfield  of  Boston, 
Chairman. 

Gentlemen, — The  suggestion  of  the  Metro- 
politan Transit  Council  that  the  trustees  of  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  establish  a  five-cent 
fare  for  all  riders  on  Sunday  for  the  purpose  of 
reducing  the  deficit  has  been  carefully  studied. 

The  present  fare  structure  of  the  railway  is  as 
follows:  A  ten-cent  basic  rate  of  fare  with  a 
universal  transfer  privilege;  a  five-cent  local  fare 
without  transfer  on  surface  car  and  motor  coach 
lines  only;  a  five-cent  fare  (with  transfer  privilege) 
to  and  from  school  for  school  children;  a  five-cent 
fare  (with  transfer  privilege)  for  children  five  years 
of  age  and  under  fourteen  during  the  summer 
months  except  during  the  rush  hours  on  week 
days  between  7  and  9  a.  m.  and  between  4.30  and 
6.30  p.  m.  (on  Sundays  and  holidays  during  the 
summer  months  the  five-cent  fare  for  children  is 
in  effect  during  the  entire  day). 

During  the  latest  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 
1934,  of  the  275,391,966  passengers  carried  at  the 
regular  fare  and  the  five-cent  rate,  206,219,115,  or 


74.88  per  cent,  were  carried  at  the  regular  ten- 
cent  fare,  and  69,172,851,  or  25.12  per  cent,  were 
transported  at  the  five-cent  rate.  For  that  period 
the  average  fare  was  8.744  cents. 

On  Sundays  in  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 
1934,  there  were  14,601,986  passengers  who  paid 
a  ten-cent  fare.  Those  who  paid  a  five  cent  fare 
on  Sundays  numbered  5,862,042.  To  have  ob- 
tained the  same  total  revenues  on  Sundays  under  a 
five-cent  fare  for  all  riders  more  than  35,000,000 
passengers  would  have  had  to  ride  on  the  system. 
Moreover,  merely  doubling  the  number  of 
passengers  who  now  ride  on  Sundays  at  a  ten-cent 
fare  would  adversely  affect  the  net  revenues  of 
the  railway  because  a  considerably  larger  number 
of  passengers  could  not  be  carried  on  Sundays  at 
the  existing  level  of  operating  expenses.  Since 
there  is  much  less  riding  on  Sunday  than  on  week 
days,  and  since  car  men  have  one  day  off  in  seven, 
a  large  number  have  their  day  off  on  Sunday.  If 
the  amount  of  work  to  be  performed  on  Sunday 
increased  materially,  extra  men  would  have  to  be 
employed  to  perform  this  work,  because  no  more 
men  are  working  on  week  days  than  are  needed  to 
perform  the  week-day  work,  and  none  who  work 
on  week  days  could  be  transferred  to  Sunday  work. 
The  extra  men  employed  on  Sunday  would  not  be 
needed  during  the  rest  of  the  week,  and  since, 
under  the  Union  agreement,  they  would  have  to 
be  guaranteed  a  full  week's  wages,  the  labor  cost 
for  this  extra  Sunday  work  would  be  high. 

Any  large  increase  in  the  amount  of  riding  on 
Sunday,  with  no  corresponding  increase  in  riding 
on  week  days,  would  increase  operating  expenses 
disproportionately,  and  this  increase  in  expenses 
would  have  to  be  charged  to  Sunday  riding. 

Before  the  advent  of  the  automobile,  and  until 
it  had  become  a  severe  competitor  for  so-called 
pleasure  riding,  undoubtedly  a  large  part  of  the 
business  done  by  this  railway  was  to  transport 
persons  to  and  from  places  of  recreation,  amuse- 
ment, etc.  With  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
automobiles,  a  vechicle  which  has  widely  broadened 
the  recreational  field,  the  amount  of  so-called 
pleasure  riding  performed  by  this  railway  has  been 
drastically  reduced. 

This  change  in  pleasure  riding  is  clearly  indi- 
cated by  the  following  figures  of  Sunday  riding: 
658.092  passengers  were  carried  on  Sunday.  July  18, 
1920,  when  the  only  fare  in  effect  was  ten  cents, 
whereas  on  Sunday,  July  22,  1934,  there  were 
370,501  passengers  carried,  of  whom  262,358  paid 
ten  cents  and  108,143  paid  five  cents.  This  is  a 
decrease  of  287,591  passengers,  or  43.7  per  cent, 
and  is  accounted  for  in  major  part  by  the  radical 
change  in  the  character  of  pleasure  riding. 

Taking  into  consideration  all  the  facts,  the  five- 
cent  fare  for  children  under  fourteen  and  the 
five-cent  local  fare  for  adults,  both  of  which 
enable  many  to  reach  recreational  points  at  a 
five-cent  fare,  and  the  changed  character  of  the 
riding  on  the  railway,  the  trustees  are  firmly  of 
the  belief  that  the  suggestion  of  the  Council  for  a 
five-cent  fare  for  all  riders  on  Sunday  would  have 
the  effect  of  increasing  instead  of  reducing  the 
deficit  assessable  upon  the  taxpayers  of  the  cities 
and  towns  served  by  the  railway. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Board  of  Trustees,  Boston  Elevated  Railway, 
Henry  I.  Harriman, 

Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC      SIGNAL      LIGHTS      IN      ELIOT 
SQUARE. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  30.  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Acting  Commissioner  of  the  Traffic 
Department  relative  to  your  order  of  July  12, 
1937,  concerning  the  installation  of  traffic  lights 
in  Eliot  square,  Roxbury. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,    July  27,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge receipt  of  Council  order  dated  July  12,  1937, 
which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
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provide  for  the  installation  of  traffic  signal  lights 
in  Eliot  square,  Roxbury,  in  order  to  insure  the 
safety  of  children  who  will  attend  the  new  James 
P.  Timilty  School  which  is  scheduled  to  open  in 
September." 

In  the  opinion  of  the  engineers  of  this  com- 
mission, this  intersection  does  not  lend  itself  to 
the  installation  of  a  traffic  signal. 

Sometime  ago  we  submitted  the  design  of  a 
traffic  safety  island  at  this  location  to  the  Public 
Works  Commissioner. 

We  believe  that  the  installation  of  this  island, 
with  traffic  moving  in  a  rotary  manner  around  it, 
would  provide  for  the  orderly  movement  of  traffic 
in  this  area  and  would  assist  in  safely  protecting 
children  crossing  the  square  to  and  from  the  new 
James  P.  Timilty  School. 

Respectfully  yours, 

E.  M.  Richardson, 

Acting  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


BATHING   CONDITIONS  AT   WORLD    WAR 
•    MEMORIAL  PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  3,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Department 
relative  to  your  order  of  July  26,  1937,  concerning 
the  condition  of  the  bathing  beach  at  World  War 
Memorial  Park. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  July  29,   1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  July  28 
with  inclosure,  order  from  City  Council  to  rectify 
dangerous    condition    of    beach    at    World    War 
Memorial  Park,  and  to  assign  a  crew  of  men  to 
keep  beach  fit  for  remainder  of  summer. 

The  custodian  in  charge  of  World  War  Memorial 
Park,  namely,  Harry  Grainger,  has  been  in  charge 
of  this  area  since  the  opening  of  the  beach  and 
certainly  has  done  everything  possible  to  keep  the 
beach  in  good  condition.  A  visitation  made  by  the 
superintendent  this  day  finds  the  beach  in  excellent 
condition,  everything  possible  being  done  to  make 
it  safe.  They  are  attempting  to  get  rid  of  every 
piece  of  broken  glass  or  other  dangerous  thing  that 
can  be  found  on  the  beach.  It  is  a  positive  fact 
that  only  three  cases  of  serious  foot  injury  have 
occurred  at  that  beach  this  year. 

It  is  the  same  story  here  as  it  is  on  the  other 
beaches.  All  we  can  do  is  try  to  undo  the  damage 
people  are  constantly  causing  by  breaking  glass  on 
the  beaches,  and  the  amount  of  it  is  unbelievable. 

World  War  Memorial  Beach  is  as  safe  as  it  can  be 
made  and  it  will  be  kept  that  way. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


SOUTH    BOSTON    FLATS    EXPENDITURES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  5,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Law   Department  relative  to  your 
order  of  July  26,  1937,  concerning  appropriations 
for  investigation  of  title  to  the  South  Bay  flats  and 
.  the   manner   in   which    such    appropriations    have 
been  and  are  proposed  to  be  expended. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  August  2,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  received  a  memoran- 
dum from  your  office  with  which  was  submitted  the 
following  order  of  the  City  Council: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Law  Department,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  report  to  the 
City  Council  as  to  how  the  §10,000  appropriated 
for  investigation  of  title  to  the  South  Bay  flats  has 
been  expended,  and  what  has  been  accomplished, 
and  to  submit  an  itemized  statement  as  to  now  the 


additional  $10,000  appropriation  requested  is  pro- 
posed to  be  expended,  and  as  to  whether,  if  appro- 
priated, the  work  will  be  completed  without  further 
expense." 

The  question  of  the  ownership  of  the  land  re- 
ferred to  has  been  in  controversy  for  many  years. 
The  problems  center  about  the  ownership  of  certain 
flats  in  South  Bay  as  they  existed  at  or  about  the 
year  1647,  at  which  time,  by  a  statute  passed  in 
said  year,  it  was  provided,  in  substance,  that  the 
title  to  land  between  high  and  low  water  marks  for  a 
distance  not  in  excess  of  one  hundred  rods  should 
be  in  the  owner  of  the  upland.  The  town  of  Boston 
at  that  time  was  the  owner  of  substantial  areas  of 
upland  bordering  on  South  Bay  and  later  by  the 
annexation  of  the  towns  of  Dorchester  and  Roxbury 
succeeded  to  the  rights  of  said  towns  to  land  in  this 
area.  The  extent  of  the  city's  ownership  in  land 
below  high-water  mark  is  therefore  dependent  on  the 
contour  of  the  bay  and  the  line  of  the  low-water 
mark  as  it  existed  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  said 
statute.  The  original  contour  of  the  bay  and  the 
line  of  the  low-water  mark  has  long  since  been 
obliterated  by  reason  of  the  excavation  of  marshes 
and  flats  in  some  areas,  the  subsequent  filling  in  of 
portions  of  said  areas  and  the  filling  in  of  portions 
of  the  bay  itself. 

Some  of  the  land  referred  to  has  since  been 
conveyed  by  the  Town  of  Boston  and  later  the  City 
of  Boston  to  various  individuals,  while  title  to 
some  areas  has  subsequently  been  acquired  by 
various  individuals  by  adverse  possession. 

It  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  determine  the 
extent  of  the  city's  title  to  the  land  in  this  area 
and  also  the  exact  area  to  which  the  city  has  or 
may  have  title. 

In  order  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  the  appro- 
priation, the  services  of  Frank  E.  Sherry,  a  skilled 
civil  engineer,  who  had  at  one  time  been  employed 
in  the  Engineering  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  who  was  to  a  great  degree  familiar 
with  the  situation  and  with  the  problem,  were 
obtained.  Mr.  Sherry  is  the  owner  of  a  collection 
of  plans  commonly  known  as  the  "Lamb"  collec- 
tion of  plans.  His  plans  are  valuable  in  establish- 
ing the  ancient  boundary  lines  and  contour  of  the 
bay.  He  has  given  the  subject  of  the  ownership  of 
the  flats  in  the  South  Bay  many  years  of  study  and 
has  spent  many  years  in  tracing  down  the  owner- 
ship of  said  flats.  A  written  contract  was  entered 
into  with  Mr.  Sherry,  under  the  terms  of  which  be 
is  required  to  furnish  the  city  with  his  services, 
and  the  use  of  his  plans  and  engineering  data  at  the 
rate  of  $25  per  day  for  the  purposes  of  determining 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  title  of  the  City  of 
Boston  to  any  of  the  above-mentioned  flats.  A 
limit  of  $5,000  has  been  placed  upon  the  amount 
to  be  paid  to  him  for  this  preparatory  work.  The 
city  reserves  the  right  to  terminate  the  contract 
at  any  time.  The  contract  also  contains  an  option 
for  the  purchase  of  the  plans  by  the  City  of  Boston 
on  or  before  November  1,  1937,  for  the  sum  of 
$10,000  and  provides  for  Mr.  Sherry's  services 
before  any  tribunal  where  the  title  to  said  flats 
may  be  at  issue,  contingent,  upon  the  exercise  of 
said  option.  In  the  event  of  the  purchase  of  said 
plans,  however,  any  sums  paid  to  said  Sherry  for 
services  during  the  trial  are  to  be  deducted  from 
the  $10,000. 

Properly  to  engage  in  this  work  required  the  full 
time  and  exclusive  and  constant  attention  of  an 
attorney  trained  in  the  law  of  real  property  and 
experienced  in  conveyancing,  to  examine  the  num- 
erous records  in  the  various  Registries  of  Deeds 
and  Probate  and  the  Archives  in  the  State  House 
and  all  historical  data  or  documents  relating  to  the 
ownership  of  said  land,  and  to  cooperate  with  and 
become  fully  informed  of  the  work  done  by  Sherry. 
'I'he  volume  of  real  estate  work  in  this  department 
would  not  permit  the  assignment  of  either  of  the 
two  attorneys  engaged  in  real  property  work  of 
the  city  to  devote  such  exclusive  and  constant 
;m  tent  inn  io  i  Ins  problem. 

The  Corporation  Counsel,  therefore,  obtained 
I  lie  services  of  Harold  Hayden,  attorney  and  title 
examiner,  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Corporation 
Counsel,  had  the  necessary  qualifications  and 
experience  to  engage  in  this  type  of  work.  Mr. 
Il.ivdrn  baa  been  an  K\:tnuner  for  the  Land  Court 
having  been  appointed  by  the  late  Judge  Davis. 

Vfter  considerable  work  had  been  per  formed  by 
Mi.  Sherry  and  Mr.  Hayden  in  going  into  the 
various  details  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  or 
not  the  city  had  a  claim  of  title  to  any  of  said 
flats,  ii  became  evident  thai  the  city  was  in  danger 
of  losing. such  title  as  it  may  have  to  a  substantial 
portion  of  said  flats  by  reason  of  the  present  adverse 
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possession  of  certain  individuals  or  corporations 
unless  immediate  steps  were  taken  to  prevent  the 
same.  One  area  in  particular  of  approximately 
thirteen  acres,  was  gradually  filled  in  pursuant  to 
a  license  granted  by  the  Commonwealth  in  1917. 
It  is  advisable  that  a  petition  for  the  registration 
of  title  to  the  flats  in  question  be  filed  at  this  time, 
as  the  filing  of  a  petition  in  the  Land  Court  inter- 
rupts the  running  of  the  period  of  adverse  posses- 
sion. 

One  of  the  requirements  of  the  Land  Court  is 
that  a  plan  of  the  land  sought  to  be  registered  be 
filed  with  the  petition.  The  burden  is  upon  the 
petitioner  to  provide  such  a  plan.  In  order  to 
obtain  said  plan  the  services  of  a  surveyor  or  firm 
of  surveyors,  with  an  organization  equipped  for 
this  work,  had  to  be  obtained.  Mr.  Sherry  is  a 
retired  civil  engineer  and  surveyor  and  is  without 
the  equipment  and  organization  necessary  to 
provide  such  a  survey  and,  in  addition,  his  entire 
time  was  devoted  to  the  work  already  set  out. 

It  was  further  deemed  advisable  to  obtain  the 
services  of  a  disinterested  surveyor  or  firm  of 
surveyors  so  that  their  work  and  their  testimony 
could  be  used  with  more  effect  in  court.  William 
S.  Crocker,  civil  engineer,  successor  to  Aspinwall 
&  Lincoln,  was  therefore  engaged  to  provide  a 
survey  and  plan  based  upon  said  survey  to  be 
entered  with  the  petition  in  the  Land  Court. 
"How  the  $10,000  Appropriated  for  Investigation 
of  Title  to  the  South  Bay  Flats  Has  Been 
Expended." 

1.  Frank  E.  Sherry,  personal  services,  175 

days  at  $25  a  day $4,375 

(This  figure  represents  actual  payments,  includ- 
ing a  draft  for  services  to  July  9,  1937,  covering 
the  period  beginning  January  2,  1937,  and  ending 
July  9,  1937,  156  days  at  $25  a  day,  $3,900,  and 
also  includes  the  amount  to  be  paid  for  services 
from  July  10,  1937,  to  July  31,  1937,  inclusive,  for 
which  no  bill  has  been  rendered,  19  days  at  $25  a 
day,  $475.) 

Mr.  Sherry's  services  consisted  in  going  over  and 
classifying  engineering  data  that  he  owned, 
studying  and  classifying  the  "Lamb"  collection 
of  plans  which  related  to  the  ownership  and  history 
of  the  flats  in  the  South  Bay  and  also  much  of  the 
surrounding  upland,  also  the  scientific  arrange- 
ment of  the  said  plans  and  data  to  show  the  ancient 
and  original  boundaries  between  the  towns  of 
Roxbury  and  Boston  and  the  towns  of  Roxbury 
and  Dorchester  so  that  the  original  contour  of  the 
land  might  be  ascertained.  His  services  also 
included  the  adaptation  of  the  ancient  plans  to  the 
modern  conditions  that  now  exist  in  the  South 
Bay  so  that  what  was  originally  flats  and  what 
was  originally  upland  when  the  statute  of  1647 
went  into  effect  could  be  ascertained.  Mr. 
Sherry's  services  also  consisted  in  adapting  the 
descriptions  in  the  Boston  Book  of  Possessions  and 
in  the  Roxbury  Book  of  Possessions  to  the  early 
condition  that  existed  in  the  South  Bay  and  also 
to  the  modern  conditions  existing  in  the  South 
Bay,  in  examining  the  ancient  plans  in  the  State 
Archives,  the  Boston  Public  Library,  New  England 
Genealogical  Society,  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society,  the  Bostonian  Society,  and  also  in  the 
Registry  of  Deeds  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Counties. 
A  considerable  portion  of  Mr.  Sherry's  time  was 
spent  in  the  City  Engineering  Department,  looking 
over,  examining  and  classifying  plans  which  re- 
lated in  any  way  to  the  lands  in  the  South  Bay. 

2.  Harold  Hayden,  attorney  and  title 
examiner,  for  examining  numerous 
records  in  various  Registries  of  Deeds 
and  Probate  and  the  Archives  in  the 
State  House  and  historical  data  or 
documents  relating  to  the  ownership 
of  said  land  and  flats,  as  set  forth 
above  and  for  the  examination  of  legal 
authorities  relating  to  the  early  Colon- 
ial laws,  early  real  property  laws  of 
Massachusetts  and  the  law  of  flats 
and  also  for  services  rendered  in  con- 
junction with  the  work  performed  by 
Mr.  Sherry,  services  from  October  3, 
1936,  to  July  10,  1937,  thirty-nine 
weeks  at  $70  per  week $2,730 

3.  William  S.  Crocker,  civil  engineer, 
successor  to  Aspinwall  &  Lincoln,  for 
a  survey  and  plan  based  upon  said 
survey,  to  be  entered  with  a  petition 
in  the  Land  Court,  for  the  registration 

of  title,  approximately $2,500 

(No  payments  have  been  made  to  William  S. 
Crocker  to  date.) 


"What  Has  Been  Accomplished." 
As  a  result  of  the  preliminary  work  to  date  the 
Corporation  Counsel  has  come  to  the  conclusion, 
as  stated  in  a  letter  to  your  Honor  dated  July  21, 
1937,  that  the  city  has  a  substantial  claim  to 
a  large  portion  of  the  property  referred  to  and 
that  the  city  is  in  a  position  to  commence  pro- 
ceedings promptly  in  the  Land  Court  for  the 
registration  of  the  city's  title.  The  present 
indications  are  that  the  city  has  a  substantial 
claim  to  an  area  of  approximately  forty  acres, 
assessed  at  approximately  $623,000  in  1937. 

"Itemized   Statement   as  to   How  the   Additiona 
$10,000  is  Proposed  to  be  Expended." 

Amount  to  be  paid  to  Land  Court,  Assur- 
ance Fund,  approximately $623 

Amount  to  be  paid  for  examination  of  title 
to  such  examiner  as  may  be  appointed 
by  the  Land  Court,  approximately. . . .    $1,000 

State   fee,    payable   before   final   decree   is 

issued,  approximately $1,000 

The   balance  is  to  be  available  for  services  of 

experts    at    trial,    for    services   and   plans   of    Mr. 

Sherry  at  trial,  if  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  the 

Corporation  Counsel  and  other  expenses  of  trial. 

"Whether,    if    Appropriated,    the    Work    Will    Be 

Completed    Without    Further    Expense." 

It  is  believed  that  this  appropriation  of  $10,000 

will  be  sufficient  to  complete  the  work.     However, 

due  to  the  impossibility  of  definitely  determining 

at  this  time  the  exact  amount  of  the  expense  of 

conducting  the  trial,   an  additional  appropriation 

not  in  excess  of  $5,000  may  be  required. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Joseph  P.  Brennan, 
Acting  Corporation  Counsel. 
Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFERS    WITHIN    DEPARTMENTAL 
EXPENDITURES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  9,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  requests  for  transfers 
within  departmental  appropriations  have  been 
examined  and  investigated  by  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner. I  accordingly  recommend  adoption  of 
the  accompanying  orders  by  your  Honorable 
Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be.  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Law  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A.  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employees,  Assistant  Corporation 
Counsel,  3  at  $5,000  a  year,  $1,275,  to  the  appro- 
priation for  A,  Personal  Service,  1,  Permanent 
Employees,  Assistant  Corporatiom  Counsel,  1  (2) 
at  $3,000  a  year,  $1,275. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriations  for  Public  Works  Department, 
Paving  Service: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employees.  Laborers,  Mechanics, 
Assistants,  Feeders,  etc.,  286  (281)  at  $5  a  day, 
$14,200,  to  the  appropriation  for  A.  Personal 
Service,  2,  Temporary  Employees,  $14,200. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Public  Works  Department, 
Sewer  Service: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $800,  to  the  appropriation  for  E,  Ma- 
terials,  $S00. 

Ordered.  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriations  for  Medical  Examiner  Service, 
Southern  Division: 

From  the  appropriation  for  C,  Equipment,  $30; 
D,  Supplies,  $50,  to  the  appropriation  for  B,  Con- 
tractual Services,  $80. 
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Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Institutions  Department,  Cen- 
tral Office: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employees,  Investigator,  1  (0)  at 
$2,100  a  year,  $500,  to  the  appropriation  for  A, 
Personal  Service,  2,  Temporary  Employees,  $500. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Institutions  Department,  Child 
Welfare  Division: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $100,  to  the  appropriation  for  E,  Ma- 
terials, $100. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER  TO   CONTINGENT  FUND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  9,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— Under  date  of  July  23,  1937,  I 
informed  you  that  I  was  in  receipt  of  a  com- 
munication from  the  City  Auditor  dated  July  22, 
1937,  a  copy  of  which  is  attached  hereto.  In  my 
communication  to  you  of  July  23,  1937,  I  recom- 
mended the  adoption  of  an  order  providing  for 
the  transfer  of  $75,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to 
the  Contingent  Fund  for  reasons  disclosed  by  the 
information  contained  in  the  letter  of  the  City 
Auditor  to  me  of  July  22,  1937. 

On  July  26,  1937,  your  Honorable  Body  deemed 
it  necessary  to  sanction  the  transfer  of  only  $10,000 
of  the  $75,000  recommended,  from  .the  Reserve 
Fund  to  the  Contingent  Fund.  Since  the  time  of 
that  action  by  you  it  has  come  to  my  attention 
that  there  now  remains  in  the  Contingent  Fund 
the  sum  of  approximately  only  $3,400,  even  though 
$10,000  was  added  to  the  Contingent  Fund  with 
your  approval  on  July  26,  1937.  At  the  present 
time,  chargeable  against  and  payable  from  the 
Contingent  Fund,  there  are  obligations  and  com- 
mitments totaling  more  than  $13,000.  Ordinary 
anticipated  obligations  chargeable  against  the 
Contingent  Fund  amount  to  approximately 
$20,000  monthly. 

A  further  transfer  is  necessary  in  order  to  meet 
the  mandatory  recurring  expenses  which  are 
chargeable  against  the  Contingent  Fund. 

I  submit  herewith,  therefore,  an  order  providing 
for  the  transfer  of  $65,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to  the  Contingent  Fund.  I  respectfully  recommend 
its  adoption. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund, 
$65,000  to  the  appropriation  for  Contingent 
Fund,  (for  the  payment  of  claims,  executions  of 
court,  court  fees,  expert  witnesses,  legal  and 
miscellaneous  expenses),  $65,000. 

City  of  Boston, 
Auditing  Department,  July  22,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Alayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — The  budget  as  finally  adopted  by 
the  City  Council  included  an  appropriation  of 
$175,000  for  the  Contingent  Fund.  This  fund  is 
used  for  the  payment  of  claims,  executions  of 
court,  court  fees,  expert  witnesses,  legal  and  mis- 
cellaneous expenses.  According  to  the  records  of 
this  office  there  has  actually  been  expended  from 
the  fund  to  date  the  sum  of  $121,800.80.  In 
addition,  there  has  been  earmarked  within  the 
fund  appropriations  for  special  purposes  approved 
by  the  City  Council  totaling  $50,399.47.  There 
is  thus  left  in  the  fund  at  the  present  time  a  free 
and  unencumbered  balance  of  $2,799.73,  an  amount 
totally  inadequate  to  provide  for  the  charges 
against  the  fund  which  will  naturally  arise  between 
now  and  the  close  of  the  year.  In  view  of  the  fact 
these  charges  are  more  of  less  mandatory  in 
character,  it  is  necessary  to  strengthen  the  un- 
expended balance  remaining  in  the  fund  by  a 
transfer  from  the  Reserve  Fund. 


I  respectfully  recommend  that  a  transfer  order 
be  prepared  for  submission  to  the  City  Council 
providing  for  the  transfer  of  $75,000  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  the  Contingent  Fund.  This 
amount  will  probably  not  be  sufficient  to  cover  all 
charges  which  will  be  made  against  the  fund 
during  the  remainder  of  the  current  year,  but,  in 
my  opinion,  is  the  maximum  amount  which  should 
be  transferred  from  the  Reserve  Fund  at  this  time. 
Respectfully, 

Charles  J.  Fox, 

City  Auditor. 
Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


SALES   OF   TAX   TITLE   PROPERTY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  6,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letters  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  relating 
to  offers  to  purchase  the  following  parcels  of 
property,  which  properties  were  acquired  from 
foreclosure  of  tax  titles  held  by  the  city: 

1.  Thirty  parcels  of  vacant  land  situated  in 
Hyde  Park. 

2.  1011  and  101 1A  Tremont  street. 

I  also  transmit  orders  authorizing  the  sales  of 
said  parcels.  The  prices  recited  in  the  orders  are 
minimum  prices,  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  having  stated  in  his  letters  that  the  sale 
of  these  premises  at  public  auction  with  minimum 
prices  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  city.  I  re- 
spectfully recommend  the  adoption  of  these  orders. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

April  26,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning 
tax  title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer 
from  Isaac  Gordon,  1021  Tremont  street,  Boston, 
for  the  land  and  buildings  located  1011  Tremont 
street,  Boston,  in  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred 
(1,500)  dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  August  19,  1936, 
amount  to  one  thousand  sixty-seven  dollars  and 
one  cent  ($1,067.01)  which  includes  the  nonpay- 
ment of  taxes  since  the  year  1930,  but  does  not 
include  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  fifteen  hundred 
(1,500)  dollars  is  approved  by  your  Honor  and  the 
City  Council  the  property  will  then  be  properly 
advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction  and  sold  to 
the  highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  fifteen  hundred 
(1,500)  dollars  will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the 

Croperty  that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will 
e  announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction 
sale. 

In  my  opinion  it  will  best  serve  the  city's  in- 
terests to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

May  3,  1937. 
I    hereby    certify    that    the    within    amount    is 
correct. 

John  F.  Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

June  22,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 

Mavor  of  Boston. 
Re:  1011  and  1011 A  Tremont  Street. 

Dear  Sir, — Records  from  the  Law  Department 
describe  the  tax  deed  as  covernig  the  premises 
1011  and  1011 A  Tremont  street,  an  area  of  about 
seven  hundred  eighty-two  (782)  square  feet, 
which  description  agrees  with  the  description  as 
givOD  on  the  heading  of  cost  sheets  fowarded  from 
this  department  with  the  offer  to  purchase. 

We  respectfully  advise  you  that  said  amount 
of  fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  dollars  as  offered  is  for 
about  seven  hundred  eighty-two  (782)  square 
feet  of  land  and  the  building  thereon  on  the  north- 
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westerly  side  of  Tremont  street  and  numbered 
1011  and  101 1A  in  the  present  numbering  of  said 
street. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree  of 
the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
August  19,  1936,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5292,  page  88,  to  the  land  and  buildings 
situated  on  the  northwesterly  side  of  Tremont 
street  in  Boston,  as  are  more  fully  described  in 
said  tax  deed;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Mr.  Isaac  Gordon  in  the  sum  of 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  ($1,500);  now,  therefore, 
it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title 
and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land  and  said  build- 
ings at  public  auction  at  a  minimum  price  of 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  ($1,500);  and  it  is  hereby 
further 

Ordered,  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser 
of  said  land  and  buildings,  a  written  instrument, 
satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title  and 
interest  of  said  City  of  Boston  in  said  premises, 
upon  the  payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor 
at  said  auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

April  26,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax 
title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  herewith  copy 
of  an  offer  from  F.  F.  Blanchard,  43  Tremont 
street,  Boston,  in  the  sum  of  four  thousand  two 
hundred  twenty-one  dollars  and  fifteen  cents 
($4,221.15)  for  thirty  (30)  parcels  of  vacant  land 
located  in  Hyde  Park,  and  listed  as  follows: 

Foster  street,  lots  Nos.  77,  79. 

Tyler  street,  lots  Nos.  153,  154,  155. 

Huntington  avenue,  lots  Nos.  34,  73,  74,  75, 
161,  162,  164,  165. 

Glenwood  avenue,  lots  Nos.  114,  115,  132,  134. 

Garfield  street,  lots  Nos.  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  29. 

Farwell  street,  lots  Nos.  14,  15,  16,  17. 

Hyde  Park  avenue,  lots  Nos.  153,  154,  155. 

The  costs  to  the  city  on  the  above  listed  property 
amount  to  four  thousand  two  hundred  twenty 
dollars  and  fifteen  cents  ($4,220.15).  Said  costs 
include  all  taxes  and  assessments  due,  but  does  not 
include  interest. 

I  would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  your  Honor 
to  the  fact  that  the  prospective  buyer  was  a 
former  owner  and  that  he  informs  us  it  is  his 
intention  soon  after  obtaining  possession  of  this 
property  to  begin  building  operations  on  the 
various  lots.  Said  buildings,  when  completed, 
will  add  considerable  to  the  assessed  value  of  the 
parcels,  and  thereby  greatly  increase  the  tax 
revenue  of  the  city. 

I  recommend  that  the  offer  be  accepted  in  its 
entirety  and  the  transaction  be  completed  as  a 
private  sale  in  view  of  the  several  advantages  to 
the  city  as  explained  above,  and  also  the  fact  that 
the  building  operations  will  furnish  employment 
for  many  persons. 

Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

May  4,  1937. 
I    hereby    certify    that    the    within    amount    is 
correct. 

John  F.  Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

June  22,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — My    attention    has    been    called    to 
typographical    errors    in    the    letter    addressed    to 
you  from   this   office,   dated  April  26,    1937,   and 


concerning  an  offer  from  F.  F.  Blanchard,  43 
Tremont  street,  Boston,  for  thirty  (30)  parcels  of 
vacant  land  situated  in  Hyde  Park. 

An  item  reading  "Glenwood  avenue,  lots  Nos. 
114,  115,  132,  134,"  should  properly  read,  "Glen- 
wood avenue,  lots  Nos.  114,  115,  132,  133." 

An  item  reading  "Hyde  Park  avenue,  lots  Nos. 
153,  154,  155,"  should  properly  read,  "Part  lots 
Nos.  153,  154,  155  on  Hyde  Park  avenue,  being 
those  portions  of  the  aforesaid  lots  Nos.  153,  154, 
155  which  remain  after  a  widening  of  Hyde  Park 
avenue  prior  to  the  tax  title  foreclosures." 

I  am  therefore  submitting  a  new  letter  con- 
cerning the  above  offer  in  which  the  errors  referred 
to  above  are  corrected. 

Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department. 

June  22,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax 
title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  herewith  copy 
of  an  offer  from  F.  F.  Blanchard,  43  Tremont 
street,  Boston,  in  the  sum  of  four  thousand  two 
hundred  twenty-one  dollars  and  fifteen  cents 
($4,221.15)  for  thirty  (30)  parcels  of  vacant  land 
located  in  Hyde  Park,  and  listed  as  follows: 

Foster  street,  lots  Nos.  77,  79. 

Tyler  street,  lots  Nos.  153,  154,  155. 

Huntington  avenue,  lots  Nos.  34,  73,  74,  75, 
161,  162,  164,  165. 

Glenwood  avenue,  lots  Nos.  114,  115,  132,  133. 

Garfield  street,  lots  Nos.  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  29. 

Farwell  street,  lots  Nos.  14,  15,  16.  17. 

Part  lots  Nos.  153, 154, 155  on  Hyde  Park  avenue, 
being  those  portions  of  the  aforesaid  lots  Nos. 
153,  154,  155  which  remain  after  a  widening  of 
Hyde  Park  avenue  prior  to  the  tax  title  fore- 
closures. 

The  costs  to  the  city  on  the  above  listed  property 
amount  to  four  thousand  two  hundred  twenty 
dollars  and  fifteen  cents  (S4.220.15).  Said  costs 
include  all  taxes  and  assessments  due,  but  does 
not  include  interest. 

I  would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  your  Honor 
tu  the  fact  that  the  prospective  buyer  was  a  former 
owner  and  that  he  informs  us  it  is  his  intention 
soon  after  obtaining  possession  of  this  property  to 
begin  building  operations  on  the  various  lots. 
Said  buildings,  when  completed,  will  add  con- 
siderable to  the  assessed  value  of  the  parcels. 
and  thereby  greatly  increase  the  tax  revenue  of 
the  city. 

I  recommend  that  the  offer  be  accepted  in  its 
entirety  and  the  transaction  be  completed  as  a 
private  sale  in  view  of  the  several  advantages  to 
the  city  as  explained  above,  and  also  the  fact  that 
the  building  operations  will  furnish  employment 
for  many  persons. 

Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston,  by  a  decree  of 
the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
October  7,  1935,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5139,  page  186,  to  the  land  situated  on  the 
northeasterly  side  of  Foster  street  in  Hyde  Park, 
as  is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax  deed;  and 
by  a  decree  of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry 
District,  dated  October  7,  1935,  foreclosed  a  right 
of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5139,  page  187,  to  the  land 
situated  on  the  northeasterly  side  of  Foster  street 
in  Hyde  Park,  as  is  more  fully  described  in  said 
tax  deed;  and  by  a  decree  of  the  Land  Court, 
Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated  October  1,  1935, 
foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption  under  a  tax 
deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5139, 
page  194,  to  the  land  situated  on  the  southwesterly 
side  of  Glenwood  avenue  in  Hyde  Park,  as  is  more 
fully  described  in  said  tax  deed;  and  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  October  1,  1935,  foreclosed  a  right  of  re- 
demption under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Book  5139,  page  195,  to  the  land  situated 
on  the  southwesterly  side  of  Glenwood  avenue  in 
Hyde  Park,  as  is  more  fully  described  in  said 
tax  deed;  and  by  a  decree  of  the  Land  Court, 
Suffolk    Registry    District,    dated    September    30, 
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1935,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption  under  a 
tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book 
5142,  page  138,  to  the  land  situated  on  the  north- 
easterly  side  of  Glenwood  avenue  in  Hyde  Park, ' 
as  is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax  deed;  and 
by  a  decree  of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry 
District,  dated  October  1,  1935,  foreclosed  a 
right  of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded 
with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5142,  page  140,  to  the 
land  situated  on  the  northeasterly  side  of  Glen- 
wood avenue  in  Hyde  Park,  as  is  more  fully 
described  in  said  tax  deed;  and  by  a  decree  of 
the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
October  7,  1935,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5139,  page  188,  to  the  land  situated  on  the 
northeasterly  side  of  Garfield  avenue  in  Hyde 
Park,  as  is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax  deed; 
and  by  a  decree  of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry 
District,  dated  October  7,  1935,  foreclosed  a  right 
of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5139,  page  189,  to  the  land 
situated  on  the  northeasterly  side  of  Garfield  ave- 
nue in  Hyde  Park,  as  is  more  fully  described  in 
said  tax  deed;  and  by  a  decree  of  the  Land  Court, 
Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated  October  7,  1935, 
foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption  under  a  tax 
deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5139, 
page  190,  to  the  land  situated  on  the  northeasterly 
side  of  Garfield  avenue  in  Hyde  Park,  as  is  more 
fully  described  in  said  tax  deed;  and  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  September  30,  1935,  foreclosed  a  right  of 
redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Book  5139,  page  191,  to  the  land  situated 
on  the  northeasterly  side  of  Garfield  avenue  in 
Hyde  Park,  as  is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax 
deed;  and  by  a  decree  of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk 
Registry  District,  dated  October  1,  1935,  fore- 
closed a  right  of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed 
recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5139,  page  192, 
to  the  land  situated  on  the  northeasterly  side  of 
Garfield  avenue  in  Hyde  Park,  as  is  more  fully 
described  in  said  tax  deed;  and  by  a  decree  of 
the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
September  30,  1935,  foreclosed  a  right  of  re- 
demption under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Book  5139,  page  193,  to  the  land  situated 
on  the  northeasterly  side  of  Garfield  avenue, 
as  is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax  deed;  and 
by  a  decree  of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry 
District,  dated  October  21,  1935,  foreclosed  a 
'right  of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded 
with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5049,  page  252,  to  the 
land  situated  on  the  easterly  side  of  Huntington 
avenue  in  Hyde  Park,  as  is  more  fully  described  in 
in  said  tax  deed;  and  by  a  decree  of  the  Land  Court, 
Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated  October  11, 
1935,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption  under  a 
tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5049, 
page  254,  to  the  land  situated  on  the  easterly  side 
of  Huntington  avenue  in  Hyde  Park,  as  is  more 
fully  described  in  said  tax  deed;  and  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  October  11,  1935,  foreclosed  a  right  of  re- 
demption under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Book  5049,  page  256,  to  the  land  situated  on 
the  easterly  side  of  Huntington  avenue  in  Hyde 
Park,  as  is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax  deed; 
and  by  a  decree  of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry 
District,  dated  October  21,  1935,  foreclosed  a 
right  of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded 
with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5049,  page  258,  to  the 
land  situated  on  the  easterly  side  of  Huntington 
avenue  in  Hyde  Park,  as  is  more  fully  described 
in  said  tax  deed;  and  by  a  decree  of  the  Land 
Court,    Suffolk   Registry    District,    dated   July   6, 

1934,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption  under 
four  tax  deeds  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5049,  page  357,  Book  5049,  page  359,  Book 
5049,  page  361,  Book  5049,  page  362,  respectively, 
to  the  parcels  of  land  situated  on  the  westerly 
side  of  Huntington  avenue  in  Hyde  Park,  as  is 
more  fully  described  in  said  tax  deeds;  and  by 
a  decree  of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry. 
District,  dated  October  7,  1935,  foreclosed  a  right 
of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed,  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5139,  page  182,  to  the  land 
situated  on  the  southwesterly  side  of  Farwell 
avenue  in  Hyde  Park,  as  is  more  fully  describe 
in  said  tax  deed;  and  by  a  decree  of  the  Land 
Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated  October  7, 

1935,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption  under  a 
tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book 
5139,  page  183,  to  the  land  situated  on  the  south- 
westerly side  of  Farwell  avenue  in  Hyde  Park, 
as  is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax  deed;  and 


by  a  decree  of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry 
District,  dated  October  7,  1935,  foreclosed  a  right  of 
redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Book  5139,  page  184,  to  the  land  situated 
on  the  southwesterly  side  of  Farwell  avenue  in 
Hyde  Park,  as  is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax 
deed;  and  by  a  decree  of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk 
Registry  District,  dated  October  7,  1935,  fore- 
closed a  right  of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed, 
recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5139,  page 
185,  to  the  land  situated  on  the  southwesterly 
side  of  Farwell  avenue  in  Hyde  Park,  as  is  more 
fully  described  in  said  tax  deed;  and  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  October  1,  1935,  foreclosed  a  right  of  re- 
demption under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Book  5139,  page  208,  to  the  land  situated 
on  the  northeasterly  side  of  Tyler  street  in  Hyde 
Park,  as  is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax  deed; 
and  by  a  decree  of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry 
District,  dated  October  21,  1935,  foreclosed  a 
right  of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded 
with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5139,  page  209,  to  the 
land  situated  on  the  northeasterly  side  of  Tyler 
street  in  Hyde  Park,  as  is  more  fully  described 
in  said  tax  deed;  and  by  a  decree  of  the  Land 
Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated  October  10, 
1935,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption  under  a 
tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5139, 
page  210,  to  the  land  situated  on  the  northeasterly 
side  of  Tyler  street  in  Hyde  Park,  as  is  more  fully 
described  in  said  tax  deed;  and  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
July  6,  1934,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption 
under  three  tax  deeds  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5049,  page  364,  Book  5049,  page  366,  Book 
5049,  page  368,  respectively,  to  the  parcels  of 
land  situated  on  the  easterly  side  of  Hyde  Park 
avenue  in  Hyde  Park,  as  is  more  fully  described 
in  said  tax  deed;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said  parcels 
of  land  has  been  made  by  Mr.  F.  F.  Blanchard 
in  the  sum  of  four  thousand  two  hundred  twenty- 
one  and  15-100  dollars  (84,221.15);  now,  therefore, 
it  is  hereby  , 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right, 
title  and  interest  in  the  said  parcels  of  land  at 
private  sale  to  Mr.  F.  F.  Blanchard  for  the  sum 
of  four  thousand  two  hundred  twenty-one  and 
15-100  dollars  ($4,221.15);  and  it  is  hereby  further 
Ordered,  That  the  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  pur- 
chaser of  said  parcels  Of  land  a  written  instrument, 
satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title  and 
interest  of  said  City  of  Boston  in  said  parcels  of 
land  upon  the  payment  to  it  of  the  sum  of  four 
thousand  two  hundred  twenty-one  and  15-100 
dollars  (S4.221.15). 

Referred  to  Committee  on'  Public  Lands  and 
Tax  Titles. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  were 
referred  to  the  committee  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Abraham  Brecher,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Carrie  M.  Burdick,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  425  Quincy  street,  during  blasting. 

William  Burns,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  truck  by  truck  of  Water  Department. 

Mary  Cash,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Castle  street  and 
Shawmut  avenue. 

James  J.  Feeney,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  102  Brown  avenue,  caused  by  shot 
fired  by  police  officer. 

Fox  and  Hounds  Club,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  448  Beacon  street,  caused 
by  bursting  of  water  main. 

Josephine  Guida,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  team. 

Thomas  F.  Hanley,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  101  Harbor  street,  caused  by 
backing  up  of  sewage. 

Estate  of  E.  S.  Harris,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  45  Rockwell  street,  caused 
by  spraying  work  done  by  city. 
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Alice  Leach,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  17  Moulton  street. 

Michael  J.  Leahy,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment issued  against  him. 

Josephine  Maze,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Armory,  East 
Newton  street. 

William  H.  McKee,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  440  Newbury  street,  caused  by 
backing  up  of  sewage. 

Camille  Ross,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  152  Cottage  street,  East  Boston, 
caused  by  defective  laying  of  water  pipes. 

Slagle's,  Inc.,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
truck  by  city  cart. 

Charles  Thayer,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  471  Beacon  street,  caused  by  burst- 
ing of  water  pipe. 

John  Whouley,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothes  at  L  Street  Bath  House. 

Joseph  Yurko,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Staniford 
street. 

Executive. 

Victoria  C.  Lynn,  to  be  paid  an  annuity  on 
account  of  death  of  husband,  Edward  R.  Lynn, 
late  member  of  the  Fire  Department. 

Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 
Application  of  Granite  Stages,  Inc.,  to  operate 
motor    vehicles    carrying    passengers    for    hire    as 
part    of    a    route   from    Park    square,    Boston,    to 
Cambridge  line. 


CONSTABLE'S  BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Louis  D.  Frank,  having  been  duly 
approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  was  received  and 
approved. 


NOTI.CE   OF   ORGANIZATION   OF   THE 
SINKING   FUNDS   COMMISSION. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  organization  of  the 
Sinking  Funds  Commission  by  the  election  of  Eliot 
Wadsworth  as  chairman  and  Charles  J.  Fox  as 
secretary  and  John  H.  Dorsey  as  treasurer. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE     OF     INTEREST     IN     CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  Edward  F.  McClennen, 
Special  Assistant  Corporation  Counsel,  of  interest 
in  contract  with  the  city. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  DOWD,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  a  report  on  the  order  (referred  June  28) 
for  a  loan  of  $425,000  for  sewerage  works — 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provision  of  section  1 
of  chapter  178  of  the  Acts  of  1930  and  section  5  of 
chapter  224  of  the  Acts  of  1936,  the  sum  of  ?  100, 000 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  for  the  Construction  of  Sewerage 
Works,  and  that  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  15,  nays  0. 


REGULATION    OF    TRAILERS    AND    AUTO 
CAMPS. 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances  submitted  a 
report  on  the  ordinance  (referred  July  26)  regulat- 
ing automobile  and  trailer  camps  —  recommending 
that  the  ordinance  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  and  ordinance  passed. 


LOAN   FOR   PUBLIC   WELFARE. 

The  Chair  called  up,  under  unfinished  business, 
No-  2  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

2.  Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of  1937,  a  loan  in 
the  sum  of  81,000,000,  outside  the  debt  limit,  be, 
and    hereby    is,    authorized,    and    that    the    City 


Treasurer,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  be 
authorized  to  issue  bonds  or  notes  therefor,  and 
that  the  said  sum  of  S1,000,000  be,  and  hereby  is, 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of 
1937,  for  the  following  purposes: 

Public  Welfare  Department,  Central  Office,  F, 
Special  Items,  51,000,000. 

On  July  12,  1937,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  2. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  and  final  reading, 
yeas  17,  nays — Coun.  Wilson — 1. 


EAST   BOSTON   POST   OFFICE   SITE. 

The  Chairman  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  3  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

3.  Whereas,  the  City  of  Boston  is  the  present 
owner  of  two  contiguous  parcels  of  land  with  the 
buildings  thereon,  known  as  old  Police  Station 
No.  7,  situate  in  that  part  of  Boston  called  East 
Boston,  which  parcels  were  acquired  by  the  said 
City  of  Boston  by  two  deeds,  one  of  said  deeds 
dated  June  29,  1858,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Book  739,  page  299,  and  the  other  of  said 
deeds  dated  April  25,  1889,  and  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  1873,  page  407;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  premises  are  no  longer  needed 
for  public  purposes:  and 

Whereas,  At  the  present  time  the  building 
known  as  old  Police  Station  No.  7  is  leased  to  the 
Lieutenant  Lawrence  J.  Flaherty  Post,  No.  30, 
American  Legion,  for  the  term  of  five  vears,  from 
the  hr.M  day  of  April,  1932;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  lease  contains  the  following 
clause: 

And  the  said  lessee  further  agrees  with  the 
said  lessor  that  this  lease  may  be  canceled  by  the 
lessor  at  any  time  by  a  written  notice  of  not  less 
than  thirty  days  given  by  the  Mayor  or  by  Super- 
intendent Public  Buildings  by  mail,  addressed  to 
the  commander  of  said  post  or  to  the  said  lessee 
at  old  Police  Station  7,  East  Boston,  or  by  leaving 
said  notice  at  the  said  premises  addressed  as 
aforesaid";  and 

Whereas,  The  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
of  the  City  of  Boston  is  proceeding  to  make 
available  other  quarters  to  the  said  Lieutenant 
Lawrence  J.  Flaherty  Post,  No.  30,  American 
Legion;  and 

Whereas,  The  United  States  of  America  is 
desirous  of  acquiring  the  said  premises  for  a  post 
office  site;  now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  upon  the  termination  or 
cancellation  of  the  above  mentioned  lease,  to  sell 
:it  a  minimum  price  of  eleven  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars  (§11,600)  to  the  United  States  of  America 
the  above  mentioned  two  parcels  of  land  with  the 
building  thereon,  together  with  all  appurtenances 
pertaining  thereto  and  to  execute  and  deliver  a 
deed  thereof  in  form  satisfactory  to  the  Law 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston.  The  first  of 
the  above  mentioned  parcels  of  land  is  bounded 
and  described  as  follows: 

Easterly  by  the  westerly  line  of  Meridian  street, 
forty-nine  and  5-100  (49.05)  feet;  southeasterly  by 
the  northwesterly  line  of  Paris  street,  eight  and 
35-100  (8.35)  feet;  southerly  in  part  by  a  passage- 
way and  in  part  by  other  land  of  the  City  of  Boston 
eighty-five  and  84-100  (85.84)  feet;  northwesterly 
by  other  land  of  the  City  of  Boston,  fifty  and  7-100 
(50.07)  feet,  and  northerly  by  land  now  or  formerly 
of  B.  Greenburg  it  al..  sixty  and  5-100  (60.05)  feet, 
containing  3,777  square  feet  of  land,  more  or  less, 
lie  all  said  measurements  and  contents  more  or  less. 

The  second  of  said  parcels  of  land  is  bounded 
and  described  as  follows: 

Northwesterly  by  the  southwesterly  line  of 
Havre  street,  fifty-six  (56)  feet;  northerly  by  land 
now  or  formerly  supposed  to  belong  to  B.  Green- 
burg et  al.,  seventy-four  (74)  feet;  southeasterly 
by  land  of  the  City  of  Boston,  forty-six  (46)  feet; 
northerly  again  by  land  of  the  City  of  Boston,  six 
(6)  feet;  southeasterly  again  by  a  passageway, 
ten  (10)  feet,  and  southerly  by  land  supposed  to 
belong,  now  or  formerly  to  D.  &  S.  Codinacchia, 
eighty  (80)  feet,  containing  4.204  square  feet  of 
land,  more  or  less,  be  all  said  measurements  and 
contents  more  or  less. 

On  July  26,  1937,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  15,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  a  second  and  final  reading, 
yeas  15,  nays  0. 


ACTOUST   9,    1937. 
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SALE   OF   TAX   TITLE   PROPERTY. 

The  President  called  up  No.  4  on  the  calendar, 
viz.: 

4.  Action  on  orders,  reported  ought  to  pass, 
for  the  sale  at  public  auction  at  stated  mini- 
mum prices  of  parcels  of  tax  title  property,  viz.- 

1.  88-94  Bolton  street. 

2.  6  Douglas  court. 

3.  81  Village  street. 

4.  388  Albany  street. 

5.  367  Rutherford  avenue. 

6.  Blossom  court. 

7.  Carroll  street. 

The  orders  were  read  once  and  passed,  yeas  15, 
nays  0. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Sol- 
diers' Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the 
passage  of  an  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers 
and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the.  City  of  Boston 
for  the  month  of  August. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


REPORT   OF  COMMITTEE   ON    RULES. 

Coun.  WILSON,  for  the  Committee  on  Rules, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  that  resolution  relative  to  partition 
of  Palestine  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  resolution  passed. 

2.  Report  on  resolution  that  the  Boston  City 
Council  go  on  record  requesting  the  Boston  Central 
Labor  Council  not  to  discriminate  against  former 
members  of  the  Building  Trades  Union  and  citi- 
zens of  Boston  when  employing  men  on  Federal 
contracts — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,'  two  orders 
were  introduced  by  Councilor  Mellen  of  Charles- 
town,  one  on  June  14  and  one  on  July  26,  both 
to  the  same  effect,  requesting  the  Council  to 
go  on  record  requesting  the  Boston  Central  Labor 
Council  not  to  discriminate  against  former  mem- 
bers of  the  Building  Trades  Union  and  the  citizens 
of  Boston  when  employing  them  on  Federal 
construction.  It  has  been  represented  to  the 
Committee  on  Rules  that  for  some  period  of  time 
scores  of  competent  and  experienced  mechanics, 
most  of  them  on  welfare  during  the  period  of 
depression,  were  unable  to  keep  up  dues  at  $1  a 
week  with  the  local  labor  unions,  and,  of  course, 
there  was  grave  question  whether  or  not  they 
would  have  been  allowed  to  use  $1  out  of  the  wel- 
fare fund  to  pay  union  labor  dues  even  if  the 
spirit  had  prompted  them  to  do  it.  While  the 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  the 
members  of  the  Council,  of  course,  have  no  desire 
to  enter  into  any  controversy  between  the  Boston 
Central  Labor  Council  and  the  Associated  Build- 
ing Trade  Crafts  of  New  England,  the  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Rules  do  feel  that  it  was 
represented  to  the  City  Council  that  in  these  vari- 
ous P.  W.  A.  projects  primarily  the  object  of  the 
United  States  Government  was  to  furnish  em- 
ployment for  residents  of  Boston,  and  citizens  of 
Boston,  primarily,  and  we  think  there  should  be 
no  discrimination  against  competent  citizen  labor 
resident  of  Boston  in  any  organization. 

Report  accepted  and  order  passed. 


FIVE-DAY  WEEK  FOR  CITY  AND  COUNTY 
EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  direct  the  Corporation  Counsel  to  pre- 
pare and  file  legislation  for  presentation  to  the 
next  Legislature  for  the  establishment  of  a  five- 
day  week,  for  the  full  year,  for  all  city  and  county 
employees,  whether  they  be  per  diem,  weekly  or 
salaried  employees  or  officials. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


SIX-DAY     WEEK     FOR     UNIFORMED 
POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  confer  with  the  Police  Commissioner,  to  the  end 


that  the  Corporation  Counsel  might  be  directed  to 
prepare  and  file  suitable  legislation  at  the  next 
session  of  the  Legislature  for  the  establishment  of  a 
six-day  week  for  all  uniformed  men  in  the  Police 
Department. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  feeling  that 
private  industry  and  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  have  partially  led  the  way  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  five-day  week,  I  believe  that  in  cities  the 
size  of  Boston  we  should  take  the  initiative,  so  that 
private  industry  in  Boston  may  be  able  to  follow  it 
in  establishing  a  five-day  week  for  all  employees  of 
the  City  of  Boston  and  the  County.  The  Governor 
of  the  Commonwealth  this  year  saw  fit  for  the  first 
time  to  arrange  for  a  five-day  week  for  the  summer 
season,  and  I  understand  there  is  filed  now  by  a 
Boston  representative  a  bill  for  a  five-day  week  for 
all  state  employees;  so  I  believe  it  is  only  fitting,  in 
order  to  follow  the  Acts  of  Congress  and  the  Federal 
labor  laws  now  being  enacted,  that  we  in  Boston 
show  the  pace  to  private  industry  by  establishing 
for  all  employees,  regardless  if  salaried  employees  or 
per  diem  employees,  that  they  be  placed  on  the 
same  yearly  basis  for  a  five-day  week.  My  second 
order  calls  for  the  Police  Commissioner  to  prepare 
legislation  for  a  six-day  week  for  the  policemen  of 
Boston  who  at  the  present  time  are  only  allowed 
one  day  off  in  eight.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any 
one  working  for  the  city  that  puts  in  more  hours. 
Some  of  them  work  during  the  night  and  then  are 
compelled  to  spend  the  day  in  court.  In  other 
large  cities  of  America  we  find  that  the  police  there, 
those  in  uniform,  have  one  day  off  in  six  and  so  this 
order  was  presented  for  putting  into  effect  and  into 
law  that  which,  with  the  exception  of  the  Police  De- 
partment, would  not  cost  the  taxpayer  of  this  city 
one  five-cent-piece.  If  it  was  going  to  cost  the 
taxpayers  any  additional  expense,  or  an  increase 
in  the  tax-,  than  I  would  think  the  second  time 
before  introducing  those  orders,  but  I  say,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Police  Department,  if  it  were 
put  into  effect  there  it  might  require  a  few  addi- 
tional men,  but  where  it  does  not  affect  the  tax- 
payers, and  where  the  general  trend  throughout 
the  entire  country  is  for  a  five-day  week  for  private 
employment,  I  declare  now  that  in  my  opinion  a 
great  city  like  Boston  should  lead  the  way  so  pri- 
vate industries  in  the  city  may  follow,  so  that  all 
our  large  stores  and  our  manufacturing  and  com- 
mercial plants  should  establish  a  five-day  week  and 
if  it  is  necessary  to  keep  open  seven  days  they  will 
be  compelled  to  hire  additional  help  and  thereby 
alleviate  the  unemployment  situation. 

Coun.  WILSON — With  reference  to  that  order 
having  to  do  with  one  day  off  in  six  for  the  members 
of  the  Police  Department,  of  course,  I  have  in  mind 
the  fact  that  a  bill  was  presented  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts Legislature  this  last  session  affording  that 
measure  of  relief  to  the  Police  Departments  oj 
every  city  in.  Massachusetts,  with  the  exception  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  and  this  Council  unanimously 
passed  an  order,  which  I  introduced,  requesting  the 
members  of  the  Legislature  to  see  to  it  that  no 
exception  was  made  which  would  discriminate 
against  the  police  of  the  City  of  Boston.  I  regret 
to  state  the  members  of  the  Legislature  failed  to 
comply  with  our  unanimous  request  in  that  regard. 
At  this  past  session  of  the  Legislature  the  desired 
day  off  in  six  for  the  Boston  police  could  have  been 
obtained  under  the  bill  then  pending. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  STREETS  IN  WARD  7. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  provide  for  the  construction  of  Greenhalge  Street , 
Ward  7,  during  the  present  season. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
provide  for  the  construction  of  Humphreys  place, 
Ward  7,  during  the  present  season. 

Severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 


OPPORTUNITY  FOR  WELFARE    WORKERS 
TO      SEEK      PRIVATE   EMPLOYMENT. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare 
be  requested,    through   his  Honor   the   Mayor,   to 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


consider  the  advisability  of  readjusting  the  work- 
ing schedule  of  persons  on  the  public  welfare  rolls 
so  as  to  afford  them  an  opportunity  to  seek  private 
employment. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  this 
matter  has  been  before  the  body  on  other  occasions, 
but  I  think  the  time  has  come  when  some 
definite  action  ought  to  be  taken  by  the  Board  of 
Overseers  in  giving  the  men  on  the  public  welfare 
an  opportunity  to  seek  private  employment.  We 
all  know  that  with  the  discharge  of  W.  P.  A.  men 
it  has  increased  tremendously  the  welfare  rolls, 
and  the  welfare  recipients  at  this  time  are  obliged 
to  work  five  days  a  week  regardless  of  the  amount 
of  aid  that  they  receive.  It  must  be,  therefore, 
obvious  that  if  these  men  are  obliged  to  work  five 
days  a  week,  the  opportunity  of  seeking  private 
employment  is  denied  to  them  and  I  think  we 
ought  to  follow  the  same  and  sound  principle  of 
trying  to  relieve  our  public  welfare  rolls  of  as 
many  men  as  can  possibly  be  spared  and  the  only 
way  the  public  welfare  rolls  can  be  reduced  is  to 
give  these  men  an  opportunity  of  seeking  private 
employment.  They  do  not  want  to  remain  on 
public  welfare.  It  is  because  of  reasons  beyond 
their  control  they  find  themselves  on  those  rolls 
and  I  know  if  an  opportunity  was  given  to  them 
to  seek  private  employment  it  would  relieve  the 
public  welfare  rolls. 

Coun.  WILSON — The  councilor  from  East 
Boston  about  two  weeks  ago  introduced  and  had 
passed  an  order  requesting  advice  from  the  Wel- 
fare Department  as  to  the  number  of  employables 
on  the  welfare,  and  I  think  it  will  be  found  that 
it  is  a  minor  fraction  of  those  on  welfare  who  are 
even  able  to  work. 

Coun.  McGRATH — I  don't  know  how  many 
are  able  to  work,  but  I  know  from  reading  the 
newspapers  that  welfare  rolls  have  increased  6,000, 
so  somebody  down  there  must  be  able  to  work. 

Coun.     DOWD — Mr.     President,      every     few 
months    these   social    workers   down    there   get   a 
new-fangled  idea  how  they  are  going  to  persecute 
people  getting  welfare,   and   they   recently  estab- 
lished   what    they    call   a    "modern    housekeeping 
home,"  and  if  there  is  not  a  man  in     the  family 
that  can  work  they  are  insisting  the  young  girls, 
seventeen,    eighteen    and    twenty    years    of    age, 
whose    mother   is    receiving    welfare, — those    girls 
are  compelled  to  go  to  this  modern  housekeeping 
home.     I  had  an  occasion  last   week   to  learn  of 
a  woman  with  two  children  whose  budget  would 
be   $8.65.     The   woman    was   separated    from    the 
husband  and  the  court  had  ordered  the  husband 
to  pay  $5  a  week,   which  left  the  welfare  to  pay 
$3.65,  and  for  that  S3. 65  this  young  girl,  eighteen 
or  nineteen  years  of  age,   came  to  my  house  and 
told  me  her  story,  and  told  me  she  was  compelled 
to    go    up    there   or    they    would   discontinue   the 
welfare,   and   I  immediately   took  it   upon   myself 
to  tell  her  not  to  report  there  any  more,  because 
it  was  not  the  intent  of  the  taxpayers  of  Boston 
to  persecute  those  individuals  who  go  on  welfare. 
Oh,   I  don't  know  how  those  social  workers  think 
up    the    splendid    ideas    that    originate    in    their 
fertile     brains, — brains     evidently     developed     at 
Radcliffe    or     Simmons    College    or    some    other 
college    and    then    they    start    persecuting    these 
poor    people.     I    believe    what    Henry    Selvitella 
says   is   the   truth.     It   is   an   outrage   to   make  a 
man   work  five  days  for  $12  a   week  and   we  all 
know  it  is  a  crying  outrage  to  compel  these  young 
girls  to  go  to  work  in  these  modern  housekeeping 
homes,    but   the   social    worker    puts    the    fear    of 
God  in  that  woman's  heart  that  if  they  don't  go 
there   they   won't   get   any   more   welfare.     While 
we  are  on  it  I  would  also  like  to  say  that  they 
should   not  say  to  the  single  man  receiving  only 
$4  or  $5  a  week  "We  won't  aid  you  unless  you 
go  to  Long  Island."     It  costs  the  City  of  Boston 
$11.88   to   keep   a   man   down   in    Long    Island   a 
week,   but  in  order  to  get  one  individual  off  the 
public  welfare  roll  they  say   "Send  him   to  Long 
Island."     I  believe  the  director  there  is  doing  an 
excellent  job,  but  these  social  workers  are  doing 
the  most  hard-boiled  job  that  any  social  worker 
has  ever  done  and  I  say  to  the  director  that  he 
should  look  into  these  cases  and  I  agree  with  the 
order  presented.     We  have  been  presenting  these 
orders  for  two  years, — a  man  getting  $8.65  a  week 
being   compelled    to    work    three   or   four   days    a 
week  for  it.     If  these  men  have  an  opportunity 
to  look  for  jobs  they  would  do  it,  but  if  they  have 
to   work   five   days   a   week   they   will   be   on   the 
welfare  for  a  long,  long   time,   and  the  way  our 
city  and  country  is  today,  God  knows  when  you 
and  I  may  be  knocking  on  the  door  of  the  welfare 


rolls,  and  while  we  are  in  position  to  better  the 
conditions  of  those  poor  unfortunates  we  owe  it  to 
the  public,  because  if  there  is  one  thing  the  people 
of  Boston  want  to  do  it  is  to  feed  them  properly 
and  protect  them,  and  not  persecute  the  poor 
people  of  this  city. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


ADDITIONAL   BENCHES   AT   CHARLES- 
BANK   PARK. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  have 
additional  benches  placed  at  the  Charlesbank 
Park,  same  to  be  charged  to  the  Parkman  Fund. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


SURVEY  OF  BUS  SERVICE  BETWEEN  SAVIN- 
HILL  AND  ANDREW  SQUARE  STATION. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  and  KER- 
RIGAN offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  to  make  a  survey  of  the  bus  service 
between  Savin  Hill  Station  and  Andrew  Square 
Station  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  present 
unsatisfactory    service. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


ACTIVITIES   OF   THE   NEW    ENGLAND 
COUNCIL. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following : 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council 
desires  to  go  on  record  as  most  favorably  com- 
mending the  activities  of  the  New  England 
Council  for  the  meritorious  work  already  per- 
formed by  that  body  in  drawing  to  the  New  Eng- 
land area  more  than  three  hundred  thousand 
visitors  who  will  have  expended  in  New  England 
over  fifteen  million  dollars  by  September  of  this 
year,  according  to  statistics  estimated  by  the 
Boston  papers. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


RESURFACING     INTERVALE    STREET, 
WARD    14. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,      That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  Intervale  street. 
Ward  14. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


LEAVE     OF     ABSENCE     FOR     JEWISH 
EMPLOYEES  ON  JEWISH  HOLIDAYS. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  and  BRACKMAN  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  grant  leave  of  absence,  without  loss  of  pay,  to 
all  Jewish  employees  of  the  City  of  Boston  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Jewish  high  holidays,  September 
6,  7  and  15. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


EXTENSION  OF  BUS  LINE  SERVICE. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  to 
extend  the  bus  line  service  now  in  operation  from 
Franklin  Park  Station  to  Columbia  Station  to 
start  at  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Morton  street. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


AtTOUST    9,    1937. 


324 


WADING   POOL   IN   FRANKLIN   FIELD. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  construct  a 
wading  pool  in  Franklin  Field  for  the  convenience 
and  comfort  of  the  children  of  the  community. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


INVESTIGATION   OF   COMMITTEE 
SOLICITING   FUNDS  FOR   OUTING. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  investigate  a  city  committee  which  is  soliciting 
and  collecting  a  fund,  purporting  it  to  be  for  an 
outing,  and  in  which  the  name  of  John  P.  O'Hearn, 
principal  assessor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  is  being 
used  in  securing  these  funds. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG— Mr.  President,  just  a 
word  in  reference  to  the  last  order.  It  has  been 
called  to  my  attention  that  a  city  committee  is 
out  soliciting  funds  for  an  outing,  a  camp  fund, 
and  in  doing  so  are  using  the  name  of  John  P. 
O'Hearn,  the  principal  assessor  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  I  understand  that  calls  are  being  made 
upon  reputable  business  men  in  the  city,  upon 
professional  men  and  persons  holding  large  real 
estate  holdings  in  the  City  of  Boston.  Calls  are 
being  made  upon  these  people,  telling  them  of  a 
fund  being  raised  for  an  outing  and  camp  fund, 
and  when  the  person  on  the  telephone  has  said 
he  doesn't  know  anything  about  the  fund,  he  is 
told,  "Well,  you  know  my  brother,  the  principal 
assessor  in  the  City  of  Boston,  John  P.  O'Hearn," 
and  it  appears  that  they  are  using  the  name  of 
John  P.  O'Hearn,  and  it  is  for  that  reason  that 
funds  are  being  secured  by  this  committee:  I 
might  state  that  I  would  be  the  last  one  to  stand 
on  the  floor  of  this  Council  and  oppose  any  fund 
being  raised  for  the  purpose  of  sending  children 
to  a  camp  or  taking  them  on  an  outing,  but  when 
means  are  being  used  which  are  not  in  the  correct 
manner,  I  believe  for  the  public  interest  and  for 
the  sake  of  the  official  whose  name  is  involved 
that  this  matter  ought  to  be  investigated. 

Coun.  McGRATH — Mr.  President,  on  this 
particular  outing  I  have  been  communicated  with 
and  it  is  run  under  the  auspices  of  the  Democratic 
City  Committee,  and  I  believe  John  I.  Fitzgerald 
is  a  vice  president  or  member  of  it  when  I  was. 
The  O'Hearn  mentioned  is  not  the  assessor  and 
has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  He  has  been  treasurer, 
I  believe,  for  four  years.  As  I  understand  it  there 
is  no  one  calling  up  saying  he  is  my  cousin  or  the 
cousin  of  the  assessor  of  the  City  of  Boston.  I 
know  Mr.  O'Hearn.  He  is  a  reputable  man. 
I  don't  think  that  order  has  any  business  in  the 
Council.  They  are  going  to  run  an  outing,  and 
it  is  a  good  thing,  but  I  do  not  see  what  business 
that  has  with  the  Council. 

.  Coun.  ROSENBERG— I  have  said  that  the 
person  calling  up  soliciting  funds  has  said  his 
brother  was  the  principal  assessor  in  the  City 
of  Boston  and  it  is  for  the  sake  of  the  official 
involved.  I  know  that  John  P.  O'Hearn  is  not 
connected  with  this  fund,  but  his  name  is  being 
used  and  dragged  into  the  collection  of  the  fund 
and  I  believe  it  is  in  the  province  of  this  Council 
to  order  an  investigation. 

Coun.  McGRATH — If  that  is  so,  it  is  a  simple 
thing  to  have  the  man  come  down,  or  even  send 
for  Mr.  O'Hearn,  the  principal  assessor,  and  let 
us  find  out  for  ourselves. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,,  I  ask  the 
councilor  from  Ward  16  the  location  of  the  camp 
to  which  the  Democratic  City  Committee  is 
sending  the  children? 

Coun.  McGRATH — They  are  going  to  have  an 
outing. 

Coun.  WILSON — I  ask  the  location  of  such 
camp. 

Coun.  McGRATH— I  refer  you  to  Mr.  O'Hearn. 
He  is  a  plumber  in  Ward  15. 

Coun.  WILSON — I  am  not  attacking  Mr. 
O'Hearn,  but  I  have  in  mind  what  the  councilor 
from  Ward  16  said,  that  they  were  sending  chil- 
dren of  Boston  to  a  camp,  and  I  wondered  if  he 
could  give  me  the  location  of  the  camp. 

Coun.  McGRATH— Mr.  O'Hearn  would  be 
glad  to  give  you  the  location. 

Coun.  WILSON— The  reason  I  ask  is  that  there 
has  been  called  to  my  attention  by  numerous 
citizens  of  Boston  that  requests  have  been  made 
of  them  by  members  or  supposed  members  of  the 


Democratic  City  Committee  with  reference  to 
sending  Boston  children  or  children  of  the  Boston 
poor  to  a  camp  at  Bridgewater,  and  I  was  interested 
to  know  whether  there  was  any  connection  be- 
tween the  present  order  and  that  camp,  especially 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  camp  at  Bridgewater 
is  operated  by  the  Volunteers  of  America  and  the 
money  that  was  collected,  if  it  was  used  for  the 
sending  of  children  of  Boston  to  such  a  camp,  the 
nearest  they  came  to  sending  the  children  was 
that  some  of  the  money  collected  went  on  through 
to  the  Volunteers  of  America,  who  sent  the  children 
to  the  Bridgewater  camp,  and  I  was  merely  trying 
to  ascertain  whether  there  was  any  connection 
between  the  two  movements. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  inasmuch  as  I  do 
not  want  to  get  into  a  dog  and  cat  fight  between 
the  Democratic  and  Republican  members,  I  think 
it, is  unfair  to  drag  into  the  Council  the  name  of 
the  Democratic  City  Committee.  I  assume,  in  all 
justice  to  Mr.  O'Hearn,  there  is  nothing  to  pre- 
vent me  from  calling  Mr.  So-and-So  and  saying, 
"This  is  Councilor  Rosenberg.  Will  you  make  a 
contribution?"  So  I  say  it  is  unfair  to  drag  their 
names  into  the  Council  and  in  due  justice  to  them 
I  move  that  when  we  go  into  executive  session 
the  principal  assessor  be  summoned  to  the  executive 
session. 

The  order  was  r.eferred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules. 


INFORMATION  CONCERNING  GUARDS 
ON  MONEY  TRUCKS  NOT  MEMBERS 
OF   POLICE   DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  and  the 
Police  Commissioner  be  requested  to  advise  the 
City  Council  forthwith  as  to  the  legality  of  guards 
of  money  transfer  trucks,  who  are  not  members  of 
the  Boston  Police  Department,  carrying  guns 
exposed  in  their  hands  while  on  the  streets. 

Coun.  McGRATH — I  had  an  occasion  to  walk 
up  Federal  street  the  other  day  and  a  woman 
accidentally  bumped  into  one  of  the  guards  on  a 
money  truck  who  became  excited  and  I  thought 
he  was  going  to  shoot  the  woman. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 


REVOCATION  OF  LICENSE  OF  PRIVATE 
INDIVIDUALS  COLLECTING  GARBAGE 
IN    DORCHESTER. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Health  Commissioner  to  immediately  revoke 
the  license  of  all  private  individuals  now  collecting 
garbage  in  the  Dorchester  district. 

Coun.  McGRATH— Mr.  President,  on  that 
particular  order  there  is  a  garbage  contract  that 
is  let  out  every  year  and  it  is  getting  so  now  it 
should  be  just  let  for  ashes,  I  believe.  I  have 
received  about  twenty-five-  letters  from  people 
complaining  about  being  awakened  in  the  morning 
from  5  to  6.30.  So,  being  of  a  detective  nature, 
I  watched  and  twenty  minutes  past  five  I  saw 
this  man  with  five  helpers  on  a  truck.  I  followed 
him  for  two  or  three  streets,  and  he  was  collecting 
this  garbage.  I  asked  him  where  he  came  from 
and  he  said  from  Braintree.  After  asking  him  a 
few  questions  he  said,  "You  should  not  put  all 
the  blame  on  me.  There  is  a  man  from  Rockland, 
Brockton,  Waltham,  and  they  collect  all  this 
garbage  and  instead  of  it  going  through  the  Cole- 
man Disposal  Company  they  take  it  out  to  the 
country  to  feed  the  pigs."  That  is  his  story  and 
he  would  not  change  it,  so  I  ask  that  we  revoke 
these  permits  and  in  revoking  them  these  people 
who  leave  this  garbage  on  the  street,  these  col- 
lectors who  leave  half  of  it  ou  the  street,  the  con- 
tractor would  be  responsible  for  and  put  a  few 
more  men  to  work  in  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC     LIGHTS    AT    PARKER    AND 
RUGGLES  STREETS. 

Coun,  \\  II. SON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,      That     the    Traffic    Commission     be 
again   requested,   through   his   Honor  the   Mayor, 
to  install  traffic  lights  or  other  warning  signals  at 
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the  dangerous  intereseetion  of  Parker  and  Ruggles 
streets,  where  further  serious  accidents  have 
continued  to  occur  with  frequency. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  am  intro- 
ducing that  order  again  at  this  time  in  view  of  the 
absence  of  Councilor  Roberts,  and  again  at  the 
request  of  the  president  of  the  Hellenic  Association 
of  Boston  which,  with  its  2,500  members,  has  a 
large  Greek  church  in  that  locality;  where  also  is 
located  right  near  a  public  school  and  the  Went- 
worth  Institute.  I  offered  that  order  originally 
in  February,  1937,  and  again  at  the  request  of 
this  organization  offer  it  again  today  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  during  the  past  week  three  more 
persons  at  this  busy  corner  for  through  traffic 
have  been  seriously  injured;  and  yet  week  after 
week  we  see  requests  made  by  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  for  various  transfers,  from  the  Contingent 
Fund  and  the  Reserve  Fund,  for  such  doubtful 
projects  as,  for  example,  the  Municipal  Employ- 
ment Bureau,  and  it  is  most  unfortunate  to  re- 
ceive the  Mayor's  answer  back  in  response  to  an 
order  for  safety  lights  at  a  congested  point,  such 
as  this  one,  on  the  ground  that  the  City  of  Boston 
is  short  of  cash.  Perhaps  we  had  better  cut  off 
some  of  the  transfers  made  from  the  Reserve  and 
Contingent  Funds, — suspend  the  Municipal 
Employment  Bureau  for  a  couple  of  weeks  and 
put  a  light  out  there  and  save  a  few  lives. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  while  agreeing 
with  what  has  been  said,  I  object  to  the  unfortunate 
illustration  he  used  of  the  Municipal  Employment 
Bureau,  because  I  have  found  in  the  last  several 
months  a  great  deal  of  cooperation  down  there, 
especially  with  the  assistant  director,  John  Wallace, 
who  gets  there  very  early  to  put  men  to  work 
who  need  jobs. 

Coun.  WILSON — In  response  to  that  excellent 
statement,  I  am  glad  it  was  made,  because  I 
received  from  sources  which  I  consider  wholly 
reliable  as  late  as  last  week,  the  statement  by 
Mr.  Warren,  that  he  could  stand  any  criticism 
of  this  body  because  he  had  seventeen  members 
right  where  he  wanted  them. 

Coun.  MELLEN — I  object,  to  any  member  of 
this  body  telling  me  anybody  has  me  where  he 
wants  me.  I  said  Mr.  John  Wallace  is  a  very 
fine  gentleman,  an  able  character  and  a  scholarly 
man. 

Coun.  WILSON — I  said  seventeen,  which 
leaves  plenty  of  leeway  and  it  may  be  he  is  one 
whom  he  has  not  on  his  hip. 

Coun.  PETER  FITZGERALD— The  last  offer  I 
had  of  a  job  was  seven  or  eight  months  ago,  and 
that  was  for  a  girl  to  sling  beer  in  a  tavern  out  my 
way. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 


DISCRIMINATION    IN    THE    MATTER    OF 
SATURDAYS    OFF    DURING    SUMMER. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following! 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  advise  the  City  Council  whether  reported 
discrimination  against  employees  of  certain  de- 
partments of  the  city,  such  as  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  and  the  Wire  Division  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, in  the  matter  of  time  off  on  Saturdays 
during  the  summer  months,  is  by  authority  of  his 
office,  in  view  of  the  Mayor's  announcement 
made  in  July,  1937,  instructing  department  heads 
to  permit  Saturdays  off  for  all  such  employees 
who  can  reasonablv  be  spared. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr  President,  I  offer  that  at 
this  time  because  I  was  among  the  twenty-two 
members  of  the  Council  whom  I  know  were  very 
much  gratified  to  read  the  statement  of  the  Mayor 
earlier  in  the  summer  season  to  the  effect  that  city 
employees  who  could  be  spared  would  not  be 
required  to  work  on  Saturdays  during  the  hot 
months  and,  of  course,  through  error  gained  the 
impression  that  order  was  chiefly  for  the  help  of 
those  city  employees  of  the  City  of  Boston  who 
really  are  on  the  job  all  the  year  round, — the  ones 
who  do  come  up  to  the  counter  when  a  citizen  or 
taxpayer  comes  for  information  and  not  the  drones 
in  the  hive  that  loaf  all  the  year  round.  My  idea 
was  when  I  read  the  Mayor's  order  earlier  in  the 
summer  that  the  city  employees,  and  there  are 
hundreds  of  them  who  do  a  fair  day's  work  for  a 
fair  day's  pay,  would  not  be  the  only  ones  who 
would  be  forced  to  work  all  during  the  summer  on 
every  Saturday.  My  impression  was  the  work 
was  to  be  staggered,  and  even  though  you  were  a 
real    worker    you    might    perhaps    expect    every 


second  Saturday,  swapping  off  with  somebody 
who  does  not  work  on  Saturday  nor  any  other  day 
of  the  week. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


TAXES  AND  CHARGES  AT  OLD  HARBOR 
VILLAGE. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Corporation    Counsel    be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise 
the  City  Council  whether  the  City  of  Boston,  in 
his  opinion,  has  the  legal  right 

1.  To  impose  any  real  estate  taxes  on  the  Old 
Harbor  Village  property;  or 

2.  To  make  any  service  charge  for  the  fur- 
nishing of  school,  police  and  fire  protection,  water, 
sewer,  garbage  disposal,  and  other  municipal  items 
of  public  service;  and  also  to  advise  the  City 
Council  the  legal  basis  for  such  ruling  as  is  made. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  advise  the  City  Council  whether  the 
City  of  Boston  has  definitely  waived  any  right  or 
intention. 

1.  To  impose  any  real  estate  taxes  on  the  Old 
Harbor  Village  property;   and 

2.  To  make  any  service  charge  for  the  furnish- 
ing of  school,  police  and  fire  protection,  water , 
sewer,  garbage  disposal,  and  other  municipal 
items  of  public  service. 

Coun  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  tried  to 
make  those  two  orders  without  any  offense  what- 
ever, because  I  felt  that  in  the  first  place  it  would 
do  no  harm  to  find  out  whether  it  is  correct  that 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  has  definitely  agreed  with 
the  Federal  Government  that  the  City  of  Boston 
not  only  shall  not  assess  any  real  estate  taxes  on 
the  Old  Harbor  project,  but  also  won't  even 
render  a  service  charge  for  such  services  as  schools, 
garbage  removal,  police  and  fire  protection.  I 
a~k  whether  the  report  is  correct  or  not  that  the 
Mayor  has  definitely  agreed  with  the  Government 
we  will  make  no  charge,  and,  secondly,  the  order 
to  ascertain  from  our  Corporation  Counsel  or  one 
of  his  present  assistants  just  what  our  legal  rights 
are  if  we  care  to  enforce  them.  The  orders  are 
purposely  drawn  so  as  to  give  no  offense  on  such 
a  hot  day. 

P  issed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


WELFARE   AID    TO    ALIENS. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  whether  welfare  aid  pay- 
ments to  a.  Dependent  aid  cases;  or  b.  To 
Mothers'  Aid  cases,  so  called,  must  be  made  to 
aliens  in  cases  of  alleged  need  or  whether  such 
payments  under  the  law  are  optional, — and  if 
payments  made  in  such  cases  are  obligatory  on 
the  City  of  Bosto  n,  then  to  advise  the  City  Council 
in  detail  as  to  the  statutory  provisions  regarding 
the  same. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  that,  you  will 
notice,  is  merely  an  inquiry,  but  I  feel  an  important 
one,  because  I  felt  that  the  response  of  the  Wel- 
fare Department,  at  the  meeting  two  weeks  ago, 
with  reference  to  the  number  of  aliens  on  the 
Welfare  rolls  of  the  City  of  Boston,  was  not  only 
interesting  but  amazing  in  the  figures  which  it 
showed.  When  we  learned,  for  example  that 
out  of  14,208  cases  of  dependent  aid,  4.609,  or  over 
one-third,  are  not  even  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  when  we  learned  that  on  the  mothers' 
aid  cases,  1,776  as  of  July  21,  813  cases,  or  almost 
50  per  cent  of  all  the  cases,  are  not  even  citizens 
of  the  United  States.  Now  I  am  one  of  those 
who  believe  that  during  the  days  of  prosperity  it 
is  all  well  and  good  to  use  the  taxpayers'  money 
of  the  City  of  Boston  or  the  money  of  the  tax- 
payers of  any  city  or  town  in  this  state  or  this 
country  for  "the  aid  of  the  poor  irrespective  of 
where  they  were  born,  and  whether  they  have 
had  sufficient  interest  in  the  land  of  their  adoption 
to  even  take  outjirst  papers.  I  have  in  mind  the 
fact  that  under  the  provisions  of  the  Old  Age 
Assistance  Act  apparently  Congress  has  waked  up 
sufficiently  to  take  the  attitude  that  the  Old  Age 
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Assistance  Act  shall  be  as  it  should  be,  first  and 
foremost,  for  American  citizens.  I  also  read  with 
interest  the  most  recent  act  passed  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  Washington,  awaiting  only 
the  approval  of  the  Senate,  whereby  six  billions 
of  dollars  already  allotted  for  W.  P.  A.  shall  be 
used  exclusively  for  the  present  for  the  support 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
where  the  money  first  of  all  should  go.  I  am  one 
of  those,  and  perhaps  am  narrow  to  that  extent, 
who  believes  that  until  the  nations  of  Europe  pay 
back  to  us  some  of  the  money  they  borrowed  they 
have  got  to  assume  some  of  the  burdens  of  those 
who  come  from  that  side  who  have  not  taken  out 
American  citizenship,  and  for  purposes  of  inquiry 
in  the  first  place,  I  desire  to  ascertain,  so  far 
as  the  Law  Department  may  be  concerned,  what, 
if  any,  our  legal  obligations  are.  If  Boston  were  not 
a  bankrupt  city  we  could  afford  to  be  particularly 
generous  and  support  everybody  who  comes  along, 
whether  citizens  of  Boston  or  not,  or  whether 
they  need  aid  or  not,  but  with  the  City  of  Boston 
bankrupt  and  with  the  United  States  Government 
taking  the  attitude  on  Old  Age  Assistance  and 
W.  P.  A.  money  that  preference  should  be  given 
to  American  citizens,  I  feel  the  time  has  come, 
especially  in  the  light  of  the  information  that 
came  through  to  this  Council  two  weeks  ago,  to 
take  stock  so  far  as  the  Welfare  Department  of 
Boston  in  concerned. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  I  hesitate 
to  take  issue  with  the  councilor  from  Ward  17 
on  the  question  he  has  so  commonly  and  often 
referred  to  as  aliens.  Of  course,  we  owe  the 
first  duty  to  the  citizens  of  our  city  to  see  that  they 
are  provided  for,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  in  the 
matter  of  aliens,  without  classifying  the  land 
from  which  they  come,  I  think  that  it  is  a  pitiable 
situation,  if  it  is  a  case  of  economy,  that  we  want 
to  reduce  our  rolls  and  eliminate  these  so-called 
aliens.  Does  the  councilor  from  Ward  17  mean 
that  because  a  man  who  happens  to  be  a  head  of  a 
family  whose  sons,  many  of  them,  fought  in  the 
World  War  and  some  of  them  never  came  back, 
who,  because  they  are  not  citizens  of  this  country 
but  whose  sons  and  daughters  are  as  good  citizens 
as  any  of  us,  does  he  mean  they  should  starve? 
Does  he  mean  we  should  create  in  their  hearts  a 
spirit  of  hostility  against  this  country,  or  is  it 
because  he  is  interested  in  economizing  at  the 
expense  of  these  unfortunates?  I  introduced  an 
'  order  this  afternoon  that  will  help  to  reduce  the 
expenditures  of  the  public  welfare  rolls  by  giving 
everybody  an  opportunity  of  seeking  employment, 
and  if  he  wants  to  go  through  I  say  to  him  now, 
get  in  line  and  fire  from  the  public  welfare  rolls 
married  women  whose  husbands  are  substantially 
employed,  who  have  automobiles,  childless  couples. 
There  are  hundreds  of  them  on  the  public  welfare 
rolls.  Now  do  not  let  us  get  lost  in  this  hysteria. 
Let  us  look  at  it  from  a  sane  point  of  view  and 
realize  that  they  are  human  beings.  Somebody 
must  feed  them  while  thay  are  here  and  if  they 
are  heads  of  families  with  sons  and  daughters  who 
are  citizens  of  this  country,  then  they  are  entitled 
to  the  protection  and  the  helping  hand  that  Boston 
has  always  extended  to  them  and  that  other  large 
municipalities  of  the  United  States  are  giving  to 
them. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  the  councilor 
from  Ward  1,  who  always  is  enthusiastic  and  who 
so  well  represents  the  ward  from  which  he  comes, 
in  his  enthusiasm  sometimes,  as  do  I,  goes  off  on  a 
tangent.  My  argument,  of  course,  was  not  based 
on  economy  but  self-preservation,  bearing  in  mind 
the  nations  of  Europe  borrowed  millions  of  dollars 
to  fight  their  battles,  which  money  is  still  out- 
standing, and  bearing  in  mind  out  of  $12,000,000 
a  year  spent  for  welfare,  over  $4,000,000  a  year  is 
paid  for  aliens,  or  $2.75  on  every  thousand  dollars 
of  valuation  on  every  house  and  every  building  in 
Boston.  It  is  not  a  question  of  economy;  it  is  a 
question  of  self-preservation.  Now  I  have  no 
antipathy  or  hostility  for  any  foreign-born  person 
for  the  very  particular  reason  that  my  own  grand- 
father and  grandmother  were  not  born  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  but,  praise  God,  they  had 
the  red  blood  to  adopt  the  flag  under  which  they 
lived  and  became  American  citizens,  and  that  is  all 
I  ask  any  man  or  woman  in  this  state  or  in  this  city 
today  to  do  if  we  are  going  to  feed  them  and  pro- 
tect them  from  lawlessness  and  give  them  the 
advantages  of  this  American  nation;  then  the 
least  they  can  do  is  take  over  the  land  of  their 
adoption  and  not  ride  by  just  as  freight.  Let  them 
row  their  weight  in  the  boat. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


COMMUNICATION      FROM      MAYOR      AT 
REQUEST   OF   SENATOR   BURKE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mavor,  August  9,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — At  the  request  of  Senator  Thomas 
M.  Burke  I  am  sending  herewith  for  your  considera- 
tion a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
relative  to  a  condition  which  exists  on  River  street, 
Hyde  Park,  from  Cleary  square  across  the  railroad 
tracks  to  Business  street.  The  Street  Laying-Out 
Department  is  also  considering  this  matter  and  is 
preparing  a  report  which  1  will  send  to  you  when 
it  is  received. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  August  9,  1937. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

I  respectfully  call  your  Honor's  attention  to  a 
condition  which  exists  on  River  street,  Hyde  Park, 
from  Cleary  square  across  the  railroad  tracks  to 
Business  street,  where,  because  of  the  narrow 
width  of  the  street,  many  accidents  have  occurred 
in  the  past,  several  of  which  have  had  fatal  results. 
The  widening  of  this  portion  of  River  street  has 
been  agitated  for  many  years,  and  in  order  that 
River  street  may  be  constructed  to  a  width  suf- 
ficient to  bear  the  traffic  which  this  street  has  to 
carry,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  your  Honor 
request  the  City  Council  to  make  an  appropriation 
of  the  necessary  funds  to  carry  out  this  improve- 
ment. 

It  was  estimated,  some  time  ago,  by  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  that  the  cost  of  this 
widening  would  be  $25,000,  and  I  understand  that 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad 
has  offered  to  give  to  the  city,  for  its  assessed 
valuation,  the  land  that  would  be  necessary  in 
connection  with  the  widening  and  construction  of 
the  street. 

Because  of  the  urgency  of  carrying  out  this 
improvement  I  feel  that  something  should  be  done 
about  the  matter  immediately. 

Yours  respectfully, 

E.  M.  Richardson, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  WILSON  said: 

Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  make 
a  statement.  While  I  was  engaged  in  conversa- 
tion with  the  councilor  from  Ward  16  there  was 
read  and  placed  on  file  a  rather  amusing  and 
unusual  letter,  under  date  of  August  9,  from  the 
Mayor  to  the  City  Council.  I  wonder  how  many 
read  it,  or  whether,  perhaps,  in  the  heat  of  the  day, 
we  all  missed  it,  but  the  letter  reads: 

"At  the  request  of  Senator  Thomas  M.  Burke 
I  am  sending  herewith  for  your  consideration  a 
letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
relative  to  a  condition  which  exists  on  River 
street,  Hyde  Park,  from  Cleary  square  across 
the  railroad  tracks  to  Business  street.  The  Street 
Laying-Out  Department  is  also  considering  this 
matter  and  is  preparing  a  report  which  I  will  send 
to  you  when  it  is  received."  ' 

Now  it  seems  very  strange  that  in  order  for  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  of  the  City  of 
Boston  to  send  through  to  the  Mayor  and  to  us  a 
request  from  Hyde  Park  that  they  have  to  get  the 
consent  of  the  senator  from  that  particular  dis- 
trict, not  only  to  send  such  a  letter  through  to  us 
but  to  wake  up  to  the  fact  that  there  is  a  lot  of 
traffic  out  there  and  that  the  street  is  narrow  on 
Business  street,  and  I  can  only  assume  that  this 
unusual  communication  from  the  Mayor  of  the 
great  City  of  Boston  to  the  effect  that  he  has  been 
told  by  a  State  Senator  that  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner  of  the  City  of  Boston  says  that 
there  is  a  bad  street  in  Hyde  Park  is  supposed  to 
be  one  last  crushing  blow  to  the  councilor  from 
Ward  18. 

Coun.  NORTON — I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
make  a  statement. 

President  FITZGERALD— The  Chair  hears  no 
objection. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  was  not  in- 
tending to  make  a  statement  here,  but  the  sympa- 
thetic interest  the  councilor  has  taken  in  this 
matter  leads  me  to  make  a  statement.  My  state- 
ment is  in  the  evening  newspapers.  You  know  it 
is  a  lot  of  fun  when  you  are  in  a  little  tangle  with 
the  Mayor  to  find  the  press  of  Boston  so  eager  to 
give  you  space.     At  seven  o'clock  this  morning  I 
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was  awakened  by  a  boy  on  the  telephone  down  in 
the  Boston  Traveler,  saying,  "Clem,  what  have 
you  to  say?  All  the  space  you  want.  I  hear  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  made  a  statement  against  you. 
I  will  read  it  to  you."  That  seems  like  Mr.  Curley 
four  years  ago,  "Now,  give  me  your  reply."  I 
said,  "Will  you  publish  every  word  I  say?' '  "Yes.' ' 
"In  the  evening  press?"  "Yes."  Well,  there  was 
a  repetition  all  day  long  from  the  various  news- 
papers of  Boston.  Here  is  a  Mayor  of  Boston 
putting  a  blast  on  every  Sunday,  something  he 
has  a  perfect  right  to  do, — take  it  right  oh  the 
chin,  but  here  are  the  papers  of  Boston  calling  me 
up — a  councilor — and  saying,  "All  the  space  you 
want."  It  is  rather  encouraging, — but  to  get 
back  to  Councilor  Wilson's  remarks  on  this  other 
bill,  the  Mayor  has  gone  a  little  hot-headed  in  the 
hot  weather.  He  is  a  little  upset  and  got  mixed 
up  with  the  River  street,  the  bridge  and  the 
square.  This  thing  has  been  talked  about  for  the 
last  twenty  years.  It  is  a  piece  of  land  like  from 
here  across  the  street  to  the  Waterman  Building. 
There  is  a  dog  cart  in  the  square  and  a  little  piece 
of  grass.  That  is  what  this  whole  thing  is  about. 
It  is  coming  along;  it  is  fine  for  political  purposes, 
but  it  is  splendid  if  it  can  be  done.  What  a 
difference  tackling  this  fellow  before  election  and 
having  Curley  to  tackle  four  years  ago, — the  same 
old  gang  and  the  same  old  repetition.  If  you 
want  to  see  a  nice  campaign,  come  to  Cleary 
square  and  listen  to  the  arguments.  No;  I  won't 
challenge  him,  because  he  won't  come.  Why 
should  I  challenge  him  when  he  won't  acknowledge 
it?  We  have  been  doing  nothing  but  challenging 
this  bird  for  years, — but  try  and  get  him  out.  I 
will  give  him  $1,000  if  he  will  come  nevt  Saturday 
night, — a  thousand  dollars  for  welfare  if  he  will 
meet  me  in  Cleary  square  a  week  from  Saturday 
night.  It  will  be  a  dignified  meeting  and  the 
subject  will  be,  "The  Municipal  Government  in 
Boston  Today."  I  am  going  to  ask  him  about  his 
clients  in  the  law.  He  is  asking  about  mine,  but 
he  cannot  point  a  finger  at  me  that  I  have  any 
Codman  Hill  clients  on  my  roll.  He  is  talking 
about  my  collecting  from  half  a  dozen  jobs.  He 
does  not  accuse  me  of  collecting,  as  he  has  been 
accused,  from  the  people  of  Boston.  When  he  is 
accusing  me  of  collecting  from  half  a  dozen  jobs 
he  knows  he  is  lying  about  it,  because  I  never  took 
a  nickel  from  a  man  or  woman  in  Boston  and  if 
any  one  ever  gave  me  a  nickel,  they  are  on  the 
telephone  in  two  seconds  to  tear  you  down,  and  I 
will  leave  this  Council  if  the  Boston  Bar  Associa- 
tion or  the  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
say  that  anything  Mansfield  says  in  his  statement 
against  me  has  one  iota  of  truth  in  it ;  if  there  is  one 
bit  of  truth  in  that  statement  written  for  Mansfield 
yesterday  and  the  President  of  the  Boston  Chamber 
of  Commerce  or  the  Boston  Bar  Association  sax- 
there  is,  I  will  leave  the  Council.  Now,  why  is 
this  man  peeved?  He  says  I  never  went  to  him 
and  asked  him  for  a  job.  I  think  his  memory  is  a 
little  bit  faulty.  I  was  in  his  office  the  first  week 
of  his  administration.  I  asked  him  for  jobs  for 
unfortunates,  but  the  price  he  wanted  me  to  pay 
was  too  much.  I  wouldn't  come  here  and  be  a 
"Yes"  man, — a  rubber  stamp  for  the  Mayor 
because  it  meant  selling  out  my  district  and  my 
people.  They  are  my  clients — 50,000  of  them, 
and  I  challenge  Mansfield  and  his  press  agent  to 
lick  them.  Mr.  Mansfield  would  have  loved  to 
have  me  sit  here  and  remain  quiet  and  say  nothing 
and  allow  him  all  the  millions  of  dollars  that  he 
wanted, — do  as  he  wished  just  to  get  a  political 
friend  a  job  now  and  then.  Yes,  I  could  have  had 
a  constable,  but  I  never  put  one  constable  on.  I 
have  seen  too  many  constables  throw  poor  people 
out  of  their  homes.  If  that  is  what  he  meant  by 
getting  jobs,  I  don't  want  that  kind  of  a  job. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  I  did  not  mean  to  get  started 
on  this  business  here  today.  I  issued  a  blast 
against  the  Mayor  and  I  expected  a  reply,  and  it  is 
a  pretty  good  reply.  It  is  all  right, — good  stuff. 
I  can  take  it.  We  are  in  the  ring  now,  you  know. 
We  are  not  in  a  beauty  contest.  This  is  swap  and 
exchange;  smash  and  bang.  That  is  the  game; 
we  expect  that.  I  sat  up  here  and  listened  to 
George  R.  Farnham,  the  people's  defender,  the 
modern  John  B.  Moran  of  Boston,  the  Seabury  of 
our  city,  the  defender  of  the  money  that  belongs 
to  the  sick  children  of  Boston  that  was  left  to  them 
by  George  R.  White, — I  sat  in  that  gallery  and 
listened  to  George  R.  Farnum  time  and  time 
again  ask  the  Mayor  to  answer  the  questions  and 
time  and  time  again  the  Mayor  vigorously  refused 
to  do  so  and  did  everything  possible  to  sabotage 
that  investigation.     I  did  what  I  felt  I  should  do 


as  a  member  of  this  city  government.  I  wrote 
and  told  the  Mayor  I  felt  his  activities  were  a 
disgrace.  Remember,  boys,  there  never  has  been 
a  Mayor  of  Boston  who  has  violated  the  most 
sacred  fund  in  our  city, — that  fund  that  was  left 
for  sick  and  poor  children.  This  is  the  first  time 
in  history,  and  I  have  been  trying  to  think  up  some 
way  that  we  could  fittingly  honor  the  colleague 
who  is  responsible  for  all  this.  It  is  the  finest 
contribution  to  the  public  welfare  that  has  been 
made  to  the  people  of  our  city,  and  I  refer  to  the 
single  contribution  of  the  colleague  from  Roxbury, 
John  F.  Dowd.  I  wish  there  was  some  way  to 
show  fitting  honor  to  him  for  protecting  the  sick 
poor  children  of  our  city,  because,  in  all  sincerity, 
when  George  R.  White  made  that  will  he  was 
cautioned  by  his  attorneys  not  to  turn  it  over  to 
the  extent  that  he  did  to  the  public  officials  of 
Boston.  I  know  these  things.  I  made  a  study 
of  that  when  I  first  came  to  the  Council.  It  was 
I  who  suggested  that  we  use  some  of  the  money 
for  keeping  up  the  Boston  Common  at  a  time 
when  the  Council  said  it  could  not  be  used  for 
utilitarian  purposes,  and  I  visited  the  late  William 
Hamilton,  the  closest  man  to  Mr.  White  in  years, 
and  talked  to  him  by  the  hour  and  spent  one  day, 
five  hours,  with  him.  Hamilton  was  the  man  who 
rode  in  the  first  carriage  when  the  sister  of  George 
R.  White  was  buried.  Mr.  White  had  confidence 
in  the  people  of  Boston.  He  said,  "I  will  not 
hamstring  this  White  Fund.  I  am  going  to  leave 
it  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  the  Boston  City 
Council  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,"  and 
John  Dowd.  you  are  answering  that  dead  man  when 
you  called  to  the  attention  of  the  City  of  Boston 
the  looting  of  this  money  because  the  man  who 
made  that  will  had  confidence  that  public  officials, 
such  as  you.  if  it  did  go  askew,  would  draw  atten- 
tion of  the  people  of  Boston  to  what  was  taking 
place  and  they  would  remedy  it  as  they  are  doing 
now;  and  when  I  saw  George  R.  Farnum.  repre- 
senting the  people  of  Boston,  being  ruled  out  and 
an  attempt  made  to  steam-roller  it.  I  went  back 
to  my  typewriter  and  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Mayor 
which  was  in  the  press  of  the  city.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  there  are  so  many  things  to  talk  about, 
and  the  day  is  hot,  and  I  am  not  going  to  trespass 
upon  you  anv  more,  only  to  thank  you  and  the 
Council  for  this  opportunity  of  having  a  word  to 
say  and  inviting  you.  each  and  every  one  of  you, 
into  our  section  when  the  battle  starts.  We 
enjoy  it  tremendously,  and  it  looks  as  if  the  Mayor 
will  give  us  a  little  more  of  his  attention  and  get 
the  local  press  out  there  each  week,  feeding  them 
as  he  is,  and  we  will  have  a  nice  little  time  next 
November.     I  anticipate  it  and  rather  enjoy  it. 


IMPROVEMENTS    IX   WARD    19. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAV  offered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered.  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  paving,  Spring  Park  avenue, 
Ward  10. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  Rock- 
view  street.  Ward  19. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  with  smooth  paving.  Robin- 
wood  avenue,  Ward  19. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway 
Hopkins  road,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of  con- 
struction. 

Ordered.  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  paving.  Greenough  avenue, 
Ward  19. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  St.  John 
street.  Ward  19. 

Severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 
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LEGISLATION  FOR  ANNUITY  TO  FAMILY 
OF  JOHN  FRANCIS,  LATE  MEMBER 
OF   FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  draft 
the  necessary  legislation,  for  presentation  to  the 
next  General  Court,  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  an  annuity  to  the  family  of  John  Francis,  late 
member  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department,  who  was 
killed  by  an  automobile. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


IMPROVEMENTS   IN   WARD    10. 

Coun.  DOHERTY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the     Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to   resurface   with   smooth   paving,    Nira   avenue, 
Ward  10. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules.    • 


RE-EMPLOYMENT      OF      FORMER      CITY 
EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider 
giving  preference  in  employment  to  those  old  city 
employees,  some  of  whom  worked  twenty-five  to 
thirty-eight  years  for  the  city,  who  were  let  go 
during  the  first  part  of  his  administration. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


AIR-CONDITIONING     A    FEW   FLOORS   OF 
BOSTON  CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  consider 
the  advisability  of  air-conditioning  a  few  floors, 
at  least,  of  one  of  the  new  buildings  of  the  Boston 
City  Hospital. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  for  five  years 
I  have  been  asking  that  a  section  of  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  be  air-conditioned.  You  know  the 
conditions  here  today  in  Boston.  Down  there, 
there  are  patients  with  fevers  of  100,  104  or  105, 
and  the  Boston  City  Hospital  is  one  of  the  hottest 
points  in  Boston.  Those  red  brick  buildings  suck 
in  the  heat  in  the  daytime  and  at  night  it  is  like 
a  furnace  and  patients  suffer  intensely  from  the 
heat. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


ICING  ALL  FOUNTAINS  IN  CITY  DURING 
HOT   SPELLS. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider 
the  advisability  of  icing  all  fountains  in  Boston 
during  the  hot  spell  at  least. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  there  are 
many  fountains  where  there  is  no  ice  and  it  seems, 
where  we  have  thousands  of  dollars  for  other 
purposes,  at  least  there  could  be  ice  in  all  foun- 
tains in  weather  of  this  kind. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


ELIMINATING  OF  DANGEROUS  CURVE  IN 
RIVER   STREET,   HYDE   PARK. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  eliminating  the 
dangerous  curve  in  River  street,  Hyde  Park, 
Readville  area. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  the  Mayor 
did  me  the  honor  of  engaging  in  public  con- 
troversy, and  said  that  Hyde  Park  had  suffered 
because  of  my  opposition  to  him,  but,  neverthe- 


less, I  am  asking  that  River  street  in  our  section 
be  straightened  out.  Fortunately,  during  the  last 
four  years  we  have  not  had  to  ask  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  for  very  much,  due  to  the  beneficence 
of  the  Federal  Government.  More  millions  of 
dollars  have  poured  into  the  wards  of  Boston 
than  ever  before  and  out  in  bur  ward  this  speech 
is  not  going  to  get  me  a  vote.  The  old  fellow  is 
not  scaring  me  for  one  minute.  Out  in  our  ward 
we  have  a  million  dollar  golf  course,  and  the  only 
wading  pool  in  this  part  of  the  country;  two 
hundred  streets  fixed  through  the  W.  P.  A.  and 
the  E.  R.  A.  There  has  been  more  money  spent 
in  Ward  18  in  the  last  four  years  than  have  been 
spent  in  the  ward  in  the  last  twenty,  due  to  the 
beneficence  of  the  Federal  Government,  not  to 
any  efforts  of  mine  and  not  to  any  efforts  of  the 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  ROSENBERG  the  Council 
took  a  recess  at  3.40  p.  m.,  and  reassembled  in 
the  Council  Chamber  at  5.10  p.  m.;  and  were 
called  to  order  by  President  FITZGERALD. 

President  FITZGERALD— Councilor  HARRIS 
asks  to  be  recorded  as  voting  Yes  on  No.  2,  the 
loan  for  public  welfare. 

There  being  no  objection,  Coun.  Harris  was  so 
recorded. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   CLAIMS. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  (referred  June  14)  of 
Joseph  F.  McLean — recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  sixty- 
two  dollars  and  fifty-five  cents  ($262.55)  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  Joseph  F.  McLean  in  reimbursement 
for  amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him  on 
account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle 
belonging  to  the  Paving  Division,  Public  Works 
Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Con- 
tingent Fund. 

2.  Report  on  petition  (referred  July  26)  of 
William  P.  Graham — recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  thirty-five  dollars 
($35)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  William  P.  Graham 
in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execution  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a 
motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Park  Department, 
City  of  Boston,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  orders  severally  passed. 

President  FITZGERALD— Councilor  FINLEY 
asks  unanimous  consent  to  be  recorded  as  voting 
Yes  on  the  sewer  loan  and  Yes  on  the  loan  for 
public  welfare. 

There  being  no  objection  Coun.  Finley  was  so 
recorded. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

President  FITZGERALD,  for  the  Executive 
Committee,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  and  orders  (referred 
today)  for  transfers  within  departmental  appro- 
priations— that  same  ought  to  pass,  with  the 
exception  of  the  order  transferring  $1,275  in  the 
appropriation   for  the  Law  Department. 

Report  accepted;  orders  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  July  26)  transferring  $10,000  from  the 
Contingent  Fund  to  the  Law  Department  for  an 
establishment  of  the  city's  rights  in  the  South 
Bay  flats — that  same  ought  not  to  pass,  without 
prejudice. 

Report  accepted. 

Coun.  WILSON — I  move  to  amend  the  order 
to    read    $5,000. 

The  motion  to  amend  was  carried,  and  the 
order,  as  amended,  was  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 


Adjourned  at  5.45  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
MELLEN,  to  meet  on  Monday,  August  30,  1937, 
at  two  o'clock  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON, 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  August  30,  1937. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  of  the 
City  of  Boston  in  the  City  Council  Chamber, 
City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President  FITZGERALD  in 
the  chair,  and  all  the  members  present  except 
Coun.  P.  A.  Murray,  Shattuck,  Selvitella  and 
Norton. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY   THE   MAYOR. 
The  following  appointments  were  received: 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  30,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
Honorable  Body  I  hereby  appoint  Mr.  Edward  H. 
Santarpio  of  72  Orient  avenue,  East  Boston, 
constable  of  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  term  ending 
April  30,  1938,  without  power  to  serve  civil  process 
and  to  serve  without  bond. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  30,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
Honorable  Body,  I  hereby  appoint. Mr.  Joseph  E. 
Connaughton,  14  James  street,  Boston,  constable 
of  the  City  of  Boston  to  be  attached  to  the  Animal 
Rescue  League,  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1938, 
without  power  to  serve  civil  process  and  to  serve 
without  bond. 

This   appointment   has   been   recommended   by 
the  Animal  Rescue  League  and  is  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  bv  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Edwin  L.  Sanders 
of  202  Baker  street,  West  Roxbury. 
Respectfully, 
1  Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  30,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
Honorable  Body  I  hereby  appoint  the  following- 
named  persons  constables  of  the  City  of  Boston 
for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1938,  authorized  to 
serve  civil  process  upon  filing  bond:  William  Davis, 
60  Cheney  street,  Ward  12;  Frederick  J.  Sarno, 
1  Cedar  square,  Ward  9;  Leo  James  Ziniti,  98 
Winthrop  street,  Ward  8. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  30,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
Honorable  Body  I  hereby  appoint  the  following 
persons  as  weighers: 

Weigher  of  Goods:  William  B.  Regan,  419 
Hanover  street,  Boston;  Edward  F.  Havlin,  79 
Adams  street,  Dorchester,  J.  Hardie  Henderson, 
404  Huntington  avenue,  Hyde  Park;  Charles 
Martell,  64  Grove  street,  Somerville. 

Weigher  of  Coal:  Carroll  W.  Gorman,  54  Monu- 
ment avenue,  Charlestown. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 
Severally  laid  over  to  the  next  meeting  under 
the  law. 


DISAPPROVAL   OF    FRANCIS    ANNUITY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  24,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved  and 
without  my  signature  an  order  adopted  by  your 
Honorable  Body  on  August  9,  1937,  wherein  the 
Corporation  Counsel  was  requested  to  draft 
legislation  providing  an  annuity  to  the  family  of 


John    Francis,    late   member   of   the    Boston    Fire 
Department,  who  was  killed  by  an  automobile. 

According  to  the  records  of  the  Boston  Fire 
Department,  John  J.  Francis  was  killed  on  South- 
ampton street  on  the  morning  of  May  9,  1937. 
His  death  was  caused  in  some  unknown  manner 
but  it  was  thought  he  was  struck  by  an  automobile 
which  left  the  scene  of  the  accident  without  being 
identified.  John  J.  Francis  was  a  hoseman  in  the 
Fire  Department  and  was  killed  while  he  was  off 
duty. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  unfortunate  death  of  this 
man  has  no  connection  with  any  official  duty  of 
his  and  did  not  occur  in  the  line  of  duty. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  am  constrained  to 
veto  this  order. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


CITIZENS   ON    WELFARE   ROLLS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  30,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare 
relative  to  your  order  of  July  26,  1937,  concerning 
(1)  the  total  number  of  citizens  now  on  the  welfare 
rolls,  and  (2)  the  number  of  such  active  cases  which 
include  "employables"  if  employment  was  avail- 
able. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick:  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 
August  23,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — Following    is    the    information    re- 
quested by  the  City  Council  in  their  order  of  July 
26,  1937: 

1.  Total  number  of  citizens  on  welfare  rolls: 

Dependent  Aid 10,251 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children 963 

Old  Age  Assistance 9,988 

Total : 21,202 

2.  The  number  of  active  cases  which  include 
"employables,"  if  employment  was  available, 
8,967. 

This,  of  course,  includes  persons  who  are  not 
able-bodied  but  who  could  do  light  work  if  it  were 
available. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Daniel  A.  Murphy, 
Acting  Executive  Director. 
Placed  on  file. 


BUS   LINE   TO   COLUMBIA   STATION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  30,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  relative  to  your  order  of 
August  9,  1937,  concerning  the  bus  line  service 
now  in  operation  from  Franklin  Park  Station  to 
Columbia  Station. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway, 

August  23,  1937. 
Mr.  B.  J.  Dunn, 

Assistant  Secretary,  Office  of  the  Mayor. 
Dear  Sir, — The  trustees  considered  at  their 
meeting  today  request  of  the  City  Council  that 
bus  service  operated  between  Franklin  Park  and 
Columbia  Station  be  extended  to  Blue  Hill  avenue 
and  Morton  street,  but  in  view  of  existing  service 
and  the  fact  thai  extension  of  the  bus  line  would 
add  to  the  deficit,  they  do  not  feel  that  it  can  be 
justified. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Edward  Dana, 
President  and  General  Manager. 
Placed  on  file. 
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RESURFACING   OF   STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  30,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tions from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
relative  to  your  six  orders  of  August  9,  1937, 
concerning  the  resurfacing  with  smooth  paving 
of  the  following  streets: 

1.  Nira  avenue,  Ward  10. 

2.  Robinwood  avenue,  Ward  19. 

3.  Rockview  street,  Ward  19. 

4.  Spring  Park  avenue,  Ward  19. 

5.  Greenough  avenue,  Ward  19. 

6.  Intervale  street,  Ward  14. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  August  28,  1937. 
John  F.  Gilmore,  Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  City  Council  order 
of  August  9,  1937,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  Nira  avenue, 
Ward  10," 

and  you  are  informed  that  to  do  this  work  it  would 
require  the  expenditure  of  $6,400  for  which  amount 
the  department  has  no  funds  available. 

The  construction  of   Nira  avenue,  with  asphalt 
penetration  is  on  an  approved  W.  P.  A.  Project. 
Very  truly  yours, 

E.  M.  Richardson, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  August  28,  1937. 
John  F.  Gilmore,  Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith,  orders  in  City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
repave  with  smooth  paving  the  following  streets 
in  Ward  19:  Robinwood  avenue,  Rockview  street, 
Spring  Park  avenue  and  Greenough  avenue.  The 
preliminary  estimates  of  the  cost  of  such  work  is 
as  follows: 

Robinwood  avenue,  from  Centre  to  Rockview 
streets.  Asphalt  pavement  on  6-inch  concrete 
base,  new  edgestone,  regulating  edgestone  and 
artificial  stone  sidewalks,  $17,500. 

Rockview  street,  from  Spring  Park  avenue  to 
Green  street.  Asphalt  pavement  on  6-inch  concrete 
base,  new  edgestone,  regulating  edgestone  and 
artificial  stone  sidewalks,  $19,200. 

There  are  no  funds  available  for  this  type  of 
construction  on  the  above-named  two  streets. 
However,  they  have  been  submitted  on  a  W.  P.  A. 
Project  for  construction  with  asphalt  penetration. 

Spring  Park  avenue,  from  Chestnut  avenue  to 
Centre  street.  Asphalt  pavement  on  6-inch  con- 
crete base,  regulating  edgestone  and  artificial 
stone  sidewalks,  $14,100. 

Greenough  avenue,  from  Centre  to  Elm  streets. 
Asphalt  pavement  on  6-inch  concrete  base,  regulat- 
ing edgestone  and  artificial  stone  sidewalks,  $8,500. 

There  are  no  funds  available  for  this  type  of 
construction  on  the  above-named  two  streets. 
Very  truly  yours, 

E.  M.  Richardson, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  August  28,  1937. 
Mr.  John  F.  Gilmore,  Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  City  Council  order 
of  August  9,  1937,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  Intervale  street, 
Ward  14," 

and  you  are  informed  that  to  do  this  work  it  would 
require    the    expenditure    of    $23,800    for    which 
amount  the  department  has  no  funds  available. 
Very  truly  yours, 

E.  M.  Richardson, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


COLLECTION  OF  CERTAIN   RENTALS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  24,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Law  Department  relative  to  your 
order  of  May  24,  1937,  requesting  information  as 
to  what  steps,  if  any,  had  been  taken  in  prosecu- 
tions for  reimbursement  of  rentals  illegally  col- 
lected by  individuals  from  city-owned  property. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  August  18,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  received  a  memorandum 
from  your  office  with  which  was  submitted  a 
copy  of  the  following  order  passed  by  the  City 
Council: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  in  detail  what  steps- 
if  any,  have  been  taken  in  prosecutions  for  reim, 
bursement  of  rentals  illegally  collected  by  indi- 
viduals from  city-owned  property,  specifying  in 
each  case: 

a.  The  street  and  street  number  of  the  parcel 
involved: 

b.  The  present  exact  status  of  each  pro- 
ceeding; 

c.  The  amount  collected  in  each  case,  if  any, 
especially  with  reference  to  the  tax  title  property 
at  767  East  Fourth  street.  South  Boston. " 

With  reference  to  the  premises  126  West  Sixth 
street.  South  Boston.  42,  44,  46  and  48  A  street, 
South  Boston.  27  Silver  street.  South  Boston. 
124  West  Sixth  street.  South  Boston.  767  East 
Fourth  street.  South  Boston.  Mr.  Frank  T.  Hor- 
gan  collected  the  sum  of  $1,363.66.  He  claims 
to  have  expended  the  sum  of  $894.09  for  repairs, 
and  miscellaneous  items.  He  also  claims  to  be 
entitled  to  the  sum  of  $144.46  as  commission. 

Several  conferences  have  been  had  with  Mr. 
Horgan,  but  no  definite  arrangements  to  settle 
this  claim  have  been  reached.  Suit  has  been 
brought  against  Mr.  Morgan,  and  the  case  will 
be  tried  or  settled  in  the  fall. 

With  reference  to  8  and  10  Pitts  street,  one 
Kate  Bloomberg  collected  the  sum  of  $870.  Sev- 
eral conferences  have  been  had  with  Mr.  H. 
.Murray  Pakulski.  her  attorney.  He  denies  lia- 
bility on  the  part  of  his  client.  Suit  has  been 
brought  against  Kate  Bloomberg,  and  the  case 
will  be  tried  or  settled  in  the  fall. 

With  reference  to  the  property  1  and  1A  East 
Lenox  street  and  1011  Tremont  street,  one  Samuel 
Blackmail  collected  the  sum  of  S48.  Several 
conferences  have  been  had  with  Mr.  Blackman 
who  denies  liability  on  his  part.  Suit  has  been 
brought,  and  the  case  will  be  tried  or  settled  in 
the  fall. 

With  reference  to  1480  Tremont  street,  Rox- 
bury.  the  Whistle  Company  of  America  is  sup- 
posed to  have  collected  the  rent  after  the  tax 
title  had  been  foreclosed.  The  tenant  failed  to 
cooperate  with  the  City  of  Boston,  and  we  do 
not  know  the  amount  of  rent  collected  by  the 
said  Whistle  Company  of  America.  This  case 
is  still  under  investigation,  and  suit  will  be  brought 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Joseph  P.  Brennan, 
Acting  Corporation  Counsel. 

Placed  on  file. 


PUBLIC  WELFARE  WORKING  SCHEDULE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  24.  1937. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare 
relative  to  your  order  of  August  9.  1937,  concerning 
the  readjusting  of  the  working  schedule  of  persons 
on  the  Public  Welfare  rolls. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 


AUOUST    30,    1937. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare. 

August  19,  1937. 
Mr.  Bernard  J.  Dunn, 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — This  department  has  received  your 
letter  of  August  12,  forwarding  City  Council 
order  requesting  the  Overseers  of  the  Public 
Welfare  to  consider  the  advisability  of  readjusting 
the  working  schedule  of  persons  on  the  Public 
Welfare  rolls  so  as  to  provide  them  an  opportunity 
to  seek  private  employment. 

The  Board  has  already  had  this  matter  under 
consideration  but  a  final  decision  has  not  been 
reached.     When    this    decision    is    made    we    will 


notify  you. 


Placed  on  file. 


Yours  truly, 

Daniel  A.   Murphy, 
Acting  Executive  Director. 


WADING   POOL,   FRANKLIN   FIELD. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  24,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Department 
relative  to  your  order  of  August  9,  1937,  concerning 
the  construction  of  a  wading  pool  in  Franklin  Field. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  14,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.   Mayor, — I   have  your  memorandum 
of  August  12,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City 
Council  that  the  Park  Commission  be  requested 
to  construct  a  wading  pool  in  Franklin  Field. 

I  regret  exceedingly  to  inform  you  this  depart- 
ment has  no  money  available  for  that  purpose. 
Furthermore,  it  would  cost  an  enormous  amount 
of  money  to  attempt  to  build  a  wading  pool  at  this 
point  on  account  of  the  soil  conditions, — the 
largest  part  of  Franklin  Field  is  a  peat  bog. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.   Long,  Chairman. 
.Placed  on  file. 

BENCHES   AT   CHARLESBANK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  24,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Department 
relative  to  your  order  of  August  9,  1937,  concerning 
the  placing  of  additional  benches  at  the  Charles- 
bank  Park. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  16,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  your  memorandum  of 
August   13,   with  inclosure,     order  from   the  City 
Council    that    additional    benches    be    placed    at 
Charlesbank    Park,   same   to    be   charged    to    the 
Parkman  Fund. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  I  cannot  comply  with  the 
councilor's    request,    due    to    the    fact    that    the 
Parkman  Fund  is  being  used  for  maintenance. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.   Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


BUS   SERVICE,    SAVIN   HILL. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  24,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company,  relative  to  your  order  of 
August  9,  1937,  concerning  a  survey  of  the  bus 
service  between  Savin  Hill  Station  and  the  Andrew 
Square  Station. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.   Mansfield,  Mayor. 


Boston  Elevated  Railway, 

August  17,  1937. 
Mr.  B.  J.  Dunn, 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — Just  prior  to.  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  August  13  a  survey  was  made  of  the 
motor  coach  service  operated  between  Savin  Hill 
and  Andrew  Square  Stations  and  I  attach  tabula- 
tion showing  service  operated,  seats  provided, 
total  passengers  carried,  and  average  passengers 
per  coach. 

The  riding  will  be  closely  watched  and  additional 
service  provided  if  required. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Edward   Dana, 
President  and  General  Manager. 

Summary  of  Traffic  Count,  Wednesday,  August  11, 
1937.  Taken  at  Dorchester  Avenue,  at 
Polish  Church.  Weather  Fair.  Taken  by 
Division  1. 


Route  1307-69 

Savin  Hill  to 

Andrew 

Station. 

Cars. 

Seats. 

Pass. 

Av. 

7  a.  m.  to  7.15  a.m.... 

3 

120 

94 

31 

7.15  a.  m.  to  7.30  a.  m.. 

3 

120 

136 

45 

7.30  a.  m.  to  7.45  a.  m.. 

3 

120 

108 

36 

7.45  a.  m.  to  8  a.  m .  .  .  . 

3 

120 

106 

35 

8  a.  m.  to  8.15  a.  m.  .  .  . 

3 

120 

89 

30 

8.15  a.  m.  to  8.30  a.  m.. 

2 

80 

107 

36 

8.30  a.  m.  to  8.45  a.  m.. 

3 

120 

101 

34 

8.45  a.  m.  to  9  a.  m.  .  .  . 

4 

160 

135 

34 

9  a.  m.  to  9.30  a.  m.  . .  . 

5 

200 

116 

23 

9.30  a.  m.  to  10  a.  m..  . 

3 

120 

72 

24 

10  a.  m.  to  10.30  a.  m.  . 

3 

120 

69 

23 

10.30  a.  m.  to  11  a.  m.  . 

2 

80 

54 

27 

11  a.  m.  to  11.30  a.  m.  . 

3 

120 

50 

17 

11.30  a.  m.  to  12  m.  .  .  . 

2 

80 

33 

17 

12  m.  to  12.30  p.  m 

2 

80 

33 

16 

12.30  p.  m.  to  1  p.  m. . . 

3 

120 

57 

19 

1  p.  m.  to  1.30  p.  m. .  .  . 

2 

80 

35 

18 

1.30  p.  m.  to  2  p.  m. .  .  . 

3 

120 

51 

17 

2  p.  m.  to  2.30  p.  m . .  .  . 

2 

80 

34 

17 

2.30  p.  m.  to  3  p.  m. . .  . 

3 

120 

48 

16 

3  p.  m.  to  3.30  p.  m. . .  . 

2 

80 

23 

12 

3.30  p.  m.  to  4  p.  m. .  .  . 

3 

120 

32 

]1 

4  p.  m.  to  4.30  p.  m. .  .  . 

3 

120 

20 

7 

4.30  p.  m.  to  5  p.  m.  .  .  . 

5 

200 

37 

7 

5  p.  m.  to  5.30  p.  m. .  .  . 

6 

240 

52 

H 

5.30  p.  m.  to  6  p.  m. .  .  . 

7 

280 

30 

4 

6  p.  m.  to  6.30  p.  m. . .  . 

6 

240 

41 

7 

6.30  p.  m.  to  7  p.  m. . .  . 

3 

120 

36 

12 

92 

3,680 

1,799 

Placed  on  file. 

ALIEN   WELFARE   ASSISTANCE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  30,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from 
the  Corporation  Counsel,  relative  to  an  order 
passed  by  the  City  Council  on  August  9,  1937,  in 
reference  to  the  law  concerning  the  welfare  assist- 
ance granted  to  aliens. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,   Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  August  30,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston, 
Dear   Mr.    Mayor, —  I    have   received   a    memo- 
randum from  your  office  dated   August    17.    1937, 
with  which  was  submitted  a  copy  of  the  following 
order  passed  by  the  City  Council: 

"Ordered.  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise 
the  City  Council  whether  welfare  aid  payments  to 

a.  Dependent  Aid  cases,  or 

b.  To  Mothers'  Aid  cases,  so  called, 

must  be  made  to  aliens  in  cases  of  alleged  need  or 
whether  such  payments,  under  the  law  are  optional, 
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and  if  payments  made  in  such  cases  are  obligatory 
on  the  City  of  Boston,  then  to  advise  the  City 
Council  in  detail  as  to  the  statutory  provisions 
regarding  the  same." 

You  have  asked  me  to  render  the  opinion  re- 
quested in  said  order. 


As  to  Dependent  Aid. 

The  obligation  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  render 
what  is  commonly  referred  to  as  "dependent  aid" 
is  governed  by  section  1  of  chapter  117  of  the 
General  Laws,  as  most  recently  amended  by 
chapter  124  of  the  Acts  of  1934.  Said  section  as  so 
amended  provides  as  follows: 

"Every  town  shall  relieve  and  support  all  poor 
and  indigent  persons  lawfully  settled  therein  when- 
ever they  stand  in  need  thereof.  The  ownership 
of  a  life  insurance  policy  in  any  amount  not  exceed- 
ing three  hundred  dollars  shall  not  preclude  relief 
and  support  hereunder  if  the  owner  of  said  policy 
is  otherwise  entitled  to  the  same." 

It  is  my  opinion  that  said  section  imposes  an 
obligation  upon  the  City  of  Boston  to  relieve  and 
support  poor  and  indigent  persons  lawfully  settled 
in  Boston  whenever  they  stand  in  need  of  relief 
and  support  and  whether  or  not  they  be  aliens  or 
citizens.  Citizenship,  of  course,  is  not  a  pre- 
requisite to  settlement.  (See  section  1  of  chapter 
116  of  the  General  Laws.) 

The  obligation  of  the  city  to  render  aid  to 
needy  persons  residing  or  found  in  Boston  but 
having  settlements  in  other  Massachusetts  munic- 
ipalities is  governed  by  section  14  of  said  chapter 
117,  as  amended  by  chapter  113  of  the  Acts  of  1937, 
which  provides  as  follows: 

"Boards  of  public  welfare  in  their  respective 
towns  shall  provide  for  the  immediate  comfort  and 
relief  of  all  persons  residing  or  found  therein, 
having  lawful  settlements  in  other  towns,  in  dis- 
tress and  standing  in  need  of  immediate  relief, 
until  removed  to  the  towns  of  their  lawful  settle- 
ments. .  .  .  The  expense  thereof  and  of  their 
removal,  or  burial  in  case  of  their  decease,  may  be 
recovered  in  contract  against  the  town  liable 
therefor,  if  commenced  within  two  years  after  the 
cause  of  action  arises;  but  nothing  shall  be  re- 
covered for  relief  furnished  more  than  three  months 
prior  to  notice  thereof  given  to  the  defendant." 

Here  again  no  statutory  exception  of  aliens 
exists  and  the  city's  obligation  under  said  section 
14,  in  my  opinion,  extends  both  to  citizens  and 
aliens  without  distinction.  It  will  be  noted  from  a 
reading  of  said  section  14  that  statutory  provision 
is  made  for  reimbursement  by  the  municipality  of 
settlement  for  aid  so  rendered. 

Section  IS  of  said  chapter  117,  as  amended  by 
chapter  45  of  the  Acts  of  1934,  provides  for  aid 
by  municipalities  of  persons  not  settled  in  the 
Commonwealth  and  for  the  reimbursement  of 
the  municipalities  rendering  the  aid,  and  is  as 
follows: 

"A  town  may  furnish  temporary  aid  to  poor 
persons  found  therein,  having  no  lawful  settle- 
ments within  the  commonwealth,  if  the  board  of 
public  welfare  consider  it  for  the  public  interest ; 
and  the  board  of  public  welfare  shall  in  every  case 
give  written  notice  within  ten  days  to  the  depart- 
ment of  public  welfare,  which  shall  examine  the 
case  and  order  such  aid  as  it  deems  expedient.  If 
it  directs  a  discontinuance  of  such  aid,  it  shall 
remove  such  persons  to  the  state  infirmary  or  to 
any  state  or  place  where  they  belong,  if  their 
necessities  or  the  public  interests  require  it,  and 
the  superintendent  of  said  infirmary  shall  receive 
the  persons  removed  thereto  as  if  they  were 
sent  there  in  accordance  with  section  seven  of 
chapter  one  hundred  and  twenty-one.  A  detailed 
statement  of  expenses  so  incurred  shall  be  rendered, 
and  after  approval  by  the  department  such 
expenses  shall  be  paid  by  the  commonwealth. 
If  any  such  person  refuses  to  submit  to  removal, 
the  department  or  any  of  its  officers  or  agents 
may  apply  to  the  district  court  of  the  district 
where  such  person  resides,  for  an  order  directing 
that  such  removal  be  made.  Upon  such  applica- 
tion the  court  shall  forthwith  cause  a  summons 
to  be  served  upon  the  person  so  refusing,  and, 
if  he  be  a  minor,  upon  his  parent  or  guardian, 
requiring  the  attendance  of  the  person  so  sum- 
moned at  a  time  and  place  appointed  therein  for 
hearing;  and  at  such  time  and  place  shall  hear 
and  examine  upon  oath  such  person  or  persons, 
and  shall  hear  such  other  evidence  as  mas-  be  ma- 
terial. If  upon  hearing  it  appears  that  the  person 
sought  to  be  removed  is  without  a  legal  settle- 
ment   in    the    commonwealth    and    is    unable    to 


support  himself,  and  that  his  necessities  or  the 
public  interests  require  his  removal,  the  court 
shall  issue  an  order  in  writing,  directed  to  a  duly 
constituted  officer  or  agent  of  the  department, 
reciting  that  such  person  appears  to  be  a  state 
charge,  and  that  his  necessities  or  the  public 
interests  require  his  removal,  and  commanding 
such  officer  or  agent  to  remove  him  to  the  state 
infirmary  or  to  any  other  state  institution  desig- 
nated by  the  department,  and  such  officer  or 
agent  shall  thereupon  make  the  removal  so  ordered. 
After  the  removal  is  made  such  officer  or  agent 
shall  file  such  order,  with  his  return  thereon,  with 
the  clerk  of  the  court  from  which  it  was  issued. 
In  every  case  where  a  removal  is  ordered  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  expense  incurred  by  any  town 
for  the  support  of  the  person  so  removed  while 
application  for  his  removal  was  pending  before 
the  court  shall  be  rendered,  and  after  approval 
by  the  department  shall  be  paid  by  the  common- 
wealth. Reimbursement  by  the  commonwealth 
under  the  provisions  hereof  shall  be  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  section  forty-two  of  chapter  one 
hundred  and  twenty-one." 

While  the  obligation  to  aid  persons  not  settled 
in  the  Commonwealth  is  not  mandatory  in  the 
absence  of  an  order  from  the  State  Department 
of  Public  Welfare,  no  distinction  is  made  in  the 
statute  between  aid  to  citizens  and  aid  to  aliens 
and  no  limitation  is  made  in  this  regard  with 
reference  to  reimbursement  by  the  Common- 
wealth. 

II. 

As  to  Mothers'  Aid. 

Prior  to  the  effective  date  of  chapter  413  of  the 
Acts  of  1930,  chapter  118  of  the  General  Laws 
was  entitled  Aid  to  Mothers  with  Dependent 
Children.  Said  chapter  413  amended  said  chapter 
lis.  broadening  its  provisions  so  as  not  to  limit 
aid  to  mothers.  The  title  was  changed  to  Aid  to 
Dependent  Children. 

Section  1  of  said  chapter  US  as  so  amended 
provides  as  follows: 

"The  following  words  and  phrases  as  used  in 
this  chapter,  unless  the  context  otherwise  requires, 
shall  have  the  following  meanings: 

'  Dependent  child',  a  child  under  the  age  of  six- 
teen who  has  been  deprived  of  parental  support 
<u  care  by  reason  of  the  death,  continued  absence 
from  home  or  physical  or  mental  incapacity  of  a 
parent,  and  who  is  living  with  his  father,  mother, 
grandfather,  grandmother,  brother,  Bister,  step- 
father, stepmother,  stepbrother,  stepsister,  uncle 
or  aunt  in  a  place  of  residence  maintained  by  one 
or  more  of  such  relatives  as  his  or  their  own 
home,  whether  or  not  they  or  any  of  them  have  a 
settlement    within    the    commonwealth. 

Aid  to  dependent  children',  money  payments 
with  respect  to  a  dependent  child  or  dependent 
children. 

'Department',  the  department  of  public  welfare. 

'Parent'  shall  include  any  relative  described  in 
the  paragraph  of  this  section  defining  'Dependent 
child',  in  respect  to  dependent  children  in  his  or 
her  care  or  custody." 

Section  2  of  said  chapter  118  provides  as  follows: 

"In  every  town  the  board  of  public  welfare  shall 
aid  every  parent  in  properly  bringing  up.  in  his 
or  her  own  home,  each  dependent  child  if  such 
parent  is  fit  to  bring  up  such  child,  but  no  aid 
shall  be  granted  under  this  chapter  for  or  on 
account  of  any  child  unless  (1)  such  child  has 
resided  in  the  commonwealth  one  year  immediately 
preceding  the  application  for  such  aid,  or  (2) 
such  child  was  born  within  the  commonwealth 
within  one  year  immediately  preceding  such 
application,  if  its  mother  has  resided  in  the  com- 
monwealth for  one  year  immediately  preceding 
the  birth.  The  aid  furnished  shall  be  sufficient 
to  enable  such  parent  to  bring  up  such  child  or 
children  properly  in  his  or  her  own  home.  Noth- 
ing in  this  chapter  shall  be  construed  as  author- 
izing any  public  official,  agent  or  representative, 
in  carrying  out  any  provision  of  this  chapter, 
to  take  charge  of  any  child  over  the  objection  of 
either  the  father  or  the  mother  of  such  child, 
or  of  the  person  standing  in  loco  parentis  to  such 
child,  except  pursuant  to  a  proper  court    order." 

Section  6  of  said  chapter  118  provides  as  follows: 

"In  respect  to  all  sums  disbursed  for  aid  under 
this  chapter,  the  town  disbursing  the  same  shall, 
after  approval  of  the  bills  by  the  department,  and 
subject  otherwise  to  section  forty-two  of  chapter 
one  hundred  and  twenty-one  be  reimbursed  to  the 
extent  of  moneys  received  by  the  commonwealth 
from  the  federal  government  on  account  of  such 
disbursement,  under  the  provisions  of  the  federal 
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social  security  act,  approved  August  fourteenth, 
nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  and  also  by 
the  commonwealth  for  one  third  of  the  total 
amount  disbursed." 

Section  8  of  said  chapter  118  provides  as  follows: 
"Any  person  aggrieved  by  the  failure  of  any 
town  to  render  adequate  aid  under  this  chapter, 
or  by  the  failure  of  the  board  of  public  welfare 
of  a  town  to  approve  or  reject  an  application 
for  aid  hereunder  within  thirty  days  after  receiv- 
ing such  application,  shall  have  a  right  of  appeal 
to  a  board  composed  of  the  supervisor  of  mothers' 
aid  in  the  department,  the  director  of  the  division 
of  aid  and  relief,  a  member  of  the  advisory  board 
of  the  department  designated  by  the  commis- 
sioner of  public  welfare,  and  the  commissioner 
of  public  welfare,  ex  officio,  which  board,  herein- 
after called  the  appeal  board,  shall  forthwith  make 
a  thorough  investigation  and  shall  have  authority 
to  act  upon  any  appeal  in  relation  to  the  following 
matters: 

1.  The  matter  of  denial  of  aid  by  the  local 
board  of  public  welfare; 

2.  The  matter  of  a  change  in  the  amount  of 
aid  given; 

3.  The  matter  of  withdrawal  of  aid. 

In  all  cases  of  appeal  an  opportunity  for  a 
fair  hearing  shall  be  provided  by  the  appeal 
board.  All  decisions  of  the  appeal  board  shall 
be  binding  upon  the  local  board  of  public  welfare 
involved  and  shall  be  complied  with  by  such 
local  board." 

It  is  my  opinion  that  by  virtue  of  the  provi- 
sions of  section  2  of  said  chapter  118  above  quoted 
the  City  of  Boston  is  obligated  to  aid  any  "parent," 
residing  in  the  city  needing  such  aid,  to  bring 
up  properly  each  "dependent  child"  if  the  "par- 
ent" is  fit  to  do  so  provided  that  such  child  has 
resided  in  the  Commonwealth  for  one  year  imme- 
diately preceding  the  application  for  such  aid 
or  was  born  within  the  Commonwealth  within 
one  year  immediately  preceding  such  applica- 
tion, if  its  mother  has  resided  in  the  Common- 
wealth for  one  year  immediately  preceding  the 
birth.  It  is  my  opinion  that  no  distinction  is 
made  in  the  statutory  obligation  so  imposed 
between  an  alien  and  citizen  "parent"  or  between 
an  alien  and  citizen  "dependent  child";  that 
the  city's  obligation  to  aid  exists  independently 
'of  citizenship;  that  its  right  to  partial  reimburse- 
ment under  section  6  above  quoted  exists  inde- 
pendently of  citizenship  and  that  an  appeal  would 
lie  under  section  8  above  quoted  to  the  state 
board,  if  a  distinction  based  upon  citizenship 
were  made. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Henhy  E.  Foley,  Corporation  Counsel. 


SALE   OF   TAX   TITLE   PROPERTY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  30,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letters  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  relating 
to  offers  to  purchase  the  following  parcels  of 
property,  which  properties  were  acquired  from 
foreclosure  of  tax  titles  held  by  the  city: 

1.  Tuckerman  street,  South  Boston. 

2.  Middle  street,  South  Boston. 

3.  1  and  1A  East  Lenox  street,  Boston. 

4.  Land  situated  southwesterly  side  of  Lenox 
street,  Boston. 

5.  Land  situated  easterly  side  of  Bowdoin 
street. 

6.  Land  situated  rear  of  southerly  side  of 
East  Third  street,  South  Boston. 

7.  Northeasterly  side  of  Cummins  Highway, 
West  Roxbury. 

I  also  transmit  orders  authorizing  the  sales 
of  said  parcels.  The  prices  recited  in  the  orders 
are  minimum  prices,  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  having  stated  in  his  letters  that 
the  sale  of  these  premises  at  public  auction  with 
minimum  prices  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
city.  I  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption 
of  these  orders. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

August  10,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax 
title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer  from 
Albert  W.  Gurney,  53  State  street,  Boston  (as 
agent  for  certain  industrial  clients),  for  the  vacant 
land  as  follows: 

5,800  square  feet,  northeasterly  side  of  Middle 
street,  South  Boston,  $450. 

3,790  square  feet,  southeasterly  side  of  Tucker- 
man street,  South  Boston,  $450. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  January  20,  1937, 
amount  to  one  hundred  sixty-three  dollars  and 
fifty-nine  cents  ($163.59)  on  the  Tuckerman  street 
parcel;  and  the  costs  to  the  city  up  to  July  3,  1935, 
amount  to  three  hundred  fifteen  dollars  and  thirty- 
four  cents  ($315.34)  on  the  Middle  street  parcel. 
These  figures  include  all  costs  except  interest. 

This  offer  is  made  with  the  stipulation  that  the 
prospective  buyer  be  granted  an  immediate  private 
sale.  These  two  lots  are  to  be  used  as  entrances 
to  a  large  area  of  land  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
where  the  prospective  buyer  intends  to  build  a 
large  industrial  plant  which  will  greatly  improve 
the  district,  add  tax  revenue  to  the  city  treasury, 
and  create  employment  for  citizens  of  Boston. 
The  letter  from  said  Albert  W.  Gurney  attached 
hereto  is  self-explanatory  as  to  the  advantages  to 
be  gained  by  the  city  in  disposing  of  these  two 
parcels  at  private  sale  and  for  an  amount  consider- 
ably greater  than  all  costs  due  to  the  city, 

In  my  opinion,  it  will  best  serve  the  city's  in- 
terests to  proceed  on  the  basis  of  a  private  sale. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

August  26,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Relative  to  an  offer  from  one  Albert 
W.   Gurney  to   purchase  vacant  land   on   Middle 
street  and  Tuckerman  street,  South  Boston,  please 
be  advised  that  the  complete  description   of  the 
properties,    according    to    letters    from    the    Law 
Department  follows: 

Tuckerman  street — "About  3,790  square  feet  of 
land  on  the  northeasterly  side  of  Tuckerman 
street  (at  angle),  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 
Northerly  and  northwesterly,  northeasterly  and 
westerly  by  an  estate  now  or  formerly  of  S.  A. 
Woods  Machine  Company  (numbered  311  Dor- 
chester street),  easterly  and  southeasterly  by  an 
estate  now  or  formerly  of  Adna  T.  Wheelock, 
numbered  thirteen  (13),  and  southerly  and  south- 
westerly by  Tuckerman  street.''  Land  Court  No. 
9641.     FileA2081. 

Middle  street — "About  5,800  square  feet  of  land 
on  the  northwesterly  side  of  Middle  street,  bounded 
and  described  as  follows:  Northeasterly  by  an 
estate  now  or  formerly  of  John  Nevulis  and  another, 
southeasterly  by  an  estate  now  or  formerly  of 
Jacenty  Kaninski,  and  southwesterly  by  Middle 
street,  being  land  located  in  the  South  Boston 
district."  Land  Court  case  No.  6039.  File  No. 
2181. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 


Albert  W.  Gurney, 
Commercial  and  Industrial  Real  Estate, 
53  State  Street, 

August  10,  1937. 
City  of  Boston,  Ileal  Estate  Division. 

Gentlemen. — I  have  been  authorized,  by  a  very 
large  corporation,  to  purchase  a  large  area  of  land 
in  South  Boston  on  which  they  intend  to  build 
right  away  a  first-class  structure  of  about  100,000 
square  feet  of  floor  area. 

They  will  not  purchase  this  large  area  unless 
they  can  secure  two  small  lots  of  land  which  the 
city  has  title  to. 

These  two  lots  are  located  and  described  as 
follows: 

5,800  square  feet  on  Middle  street,  northeast- 
erly by  S.  A.  Woods  Machine  Company,  shown  as 
Lot  A,  on  sketch  enclosed.     Cash  offer,  $450. 
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3,790  square  feet  on  Tuckerman  street,  south- 
easterly by  S.  A.  Woods  Machine  Company, 
shown  as  Lot  B,  on  sketch  inclosed.  Cash  offer, 
$450. 

Time  is  the  essence  of  this,  therefore  I  would 
like  to  purchase  these  two  lots  at  private  sale  in 
order  to  save  this  deal.  Otherwise  this  corporation 
may  go  outside  of  Boston  and  erect  a  plant  in 
another  city. 

I  might  add  that  they  now  employ  over  300 
skilled  employees  and  will  employ  more  on  comple- 
tion of  their  new  building,  which  will  add  several 
thousands  of  new  tax  money  for  Boston. 

Prompt  action  is  required. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Albert  W.  Gurnet. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated  July 
3,  1935,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption  under  a 
tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5215, 
page  616,  to  a  parcel  of  land  situated  on  Middle 
street  in  that  part  of  Boston  called  South  Boston, 
as  is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax  deed;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  parcel  of 
land  has  been  made  by  Albert  W.  Gurney,  as  agent, 
in  the  sum  of  four  hundred  fifty  dollars  ($450); 
now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston,  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title 
and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land  for  the  sum  of 
four  hundred  fifty  dollars  ($450);  and  it  is  hereby 
further 

Ordered,  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver  in  the  name  and 
behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  Albert  W.  Gurney 
or  his  nominee,  a  written  instrument  satisfactory 
in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of 
said  city  in  said  premises,  upon  the  payment  to 
it  of  the  sum  of  four  hundred  fifty  (450)  dolhirs 
offered  by  said  Albert  W.  Gurney  or  his  nominee. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
January  20,  1937,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption 
under  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5478,  page  241,  to  a  parcel  of  land  situated 
on  Tuckerman  street  in  that  part  of  Boston  called 
South  Boston,  as  is  more  fully  described  in  said 
tax  deed;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  parcel  of 
land  has  been  made  by  Albert  W.  Gurney,  as 
agent,  in  the  sum  of  four  hundred  fifty  dollars 
($450);  now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right, 
title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land  to  Albert  W. 
Gurney,  or  his  nominee,  at  private  sale  for  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  fifty  dollars  ($450);  and  it  is 
hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  the  said  Albert 
W.  Gurney  or  his  nominee,  a  written  instrument 
satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title  and 
interest  of  said  City  in  said  premises,  upon  the 
payment  to  it  of  the  sum  of  four  hundred  fifty 
dollars  ($450)  by  said  Albert  W.  Gurney  or  his 
nominee. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

August  4,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Sir, — In   accordance   with   the   provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax 
title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer  from 
Mrs.  Fowler,  31  Newbern  street,   Boston,  for  the 
land  and  buildings  located  at  1  and  1A  East  Lenox 
street,  Boston,  in  the  sum  of  four  hundred  (400) 
dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  April  16,  1936,  amount 
to  seven  hundred  eight  dollars  and  thirty-seven 
cents  ($708.37),  which  includes  the  nonpayment  of 
taxes  since  the  year  1927,  but  does  not  include 
interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  four  hundred 
(400)  dollars  is  approved  by  your  Honor  and  the 
City  Council,  the  property  will  then  be  properly 


advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction  and  sold  to 
the  highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  four  hundred 
(400)  dollars  will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the 
property  that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will 
be  announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction 
sale. 

In    my    opinion    it    will    best   serve    the    city's 
interests  to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount  is 
correct. 

John  F.  Dohertt, 

City  Collector. 

31  Newbern  Street, 
Roxbury,  Mass., 
July  27,  1937. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  ask  all  ready  if  you  would 
consider  three  hundred  dollars,  and  I  have  heard 
from  you  and  so  I  am  asking  would  you  take  four 
hundred.     Let  me  hear  from  you  at  once,  please. 
Of  course  that  would  be  a  little  steep  for  me  but 
I  will  do  my  best,  yet  I  would  like  for  you  to  come 
in  and  see  for  you  self.     Please  let  me  hear  from 
you  as  soon  as  possible. 

From  Mrs.  Fowler. 
P.  S.     I  mean  the  Bildg.  at  1  East  Lenox  street. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated  April 
16,  1936,  foreclosed  the  right  of  redemption  under 
a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5139, 
page  454,  to  the  land  and  buildings  situate  on  the 
southeasterly  side  of  East  Lenox  street,  and  being 
numbered  1  and  1A,  in  the  present  numbering  of 
said  East  Lenox  street,  as  is  more  fully  set  forth  in 
said  tax  deed;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Mrs.  Fowler  for  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  (400)  dollars;   now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of 
Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title  and  interest 
in  said  parcel  of  land  and  said  building  at  public 
auction,  at  a  minimum  price  of  four  hundred 
(400)  dollars;  and  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  the  purchaser 
of  said  land  and  buildings,  a  written  instrument 
satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  conveying  all  the  right,  title  and 
interest  of  said  City  of  Boston  in  said  premises 
upon  the  payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at 
said  auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

July  19,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax  title 
property,    I    respectfully    submit    an    offer    from 
Blanche     E.     Braxton,     565     Columbus     avenue, 
Boston,  agent  for  Elder  Mae  Graves,  for  the  vacant 
land  at  128  and  130  Lenox  street,  Boston,  in  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  (300)  dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  August  26,  1935, 
amount  to  two  hundred  nineteen  dollars  and  fifty- 
six  cents  ($219,56),  which  includes  the  nonpayment 
of  taxes  since  the  year  1931,  but  does  not  include 
interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  three  hundred 
(300)  dollars  is  approved  by  your  Honor  and  the 
City  Council,  the  property  will  then  be  properly 
advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction  and  sold  to  the 
highest^  bidder.  The  figure  of  three  hundred  (300) 
dollars  will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property 
that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will 
be  announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction 
sale. 

In    my    opinion,    it    will   serve   best    the   city's 
interests  to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount  is 
correct. 

John  F.  Doherty, 

City  Collector. 
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Blanche  E.  Braxton, 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law, 

565  Columbus  Avenue, 

Boston,  July  2,  1037. 
Office  of  Public  Buildings,  Real  Estate  Division, 
Boston. 

Attention  of  Mr.  Gallant. 
Re:   128  and  130  West  Lenox  Street. 

Dear  Sir, — In  regard  to  our  telephone  conversa- 
tion which  advised  this  office  that  the  City  of 
Boston  is  now  the  owner  of  130  West  Lenox  street 
as  well  as  128  West  Lenox  street,  I  wish  to  submit 
the  offer  of  my  client,  Elder  Mae  Graves,  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  dollars  for  the  two  mentioned 
properties;  which  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
for  each  parcel  of  land. 

Please  advise  at  once  if  same  is  acceptable,  and 
oblige, 

Respectfully  yours, 

B.  E.  Braxton. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  two  decrees 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  August  26,  1935,  foreclosed  the  right  of 
redemption  under  two  tax  deeds  filed  in  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  with 
Certificate  of  Title  No.  23206,  to  land  situated 
on  the  southwesterly  side  of  Lenox  street  in 
Boston,  as  is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax 
deeds,  being  Document  113841  and  Document 
113842,  respectively;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Blanche  E.  Braxton,  agent, 
in  the  sum  of  $300;  now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right, - 
title  and  interest  in  said  parcels  of  land  at  public 
auction  at  a  minimum  price  of  $306;  and  it  is 
hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  the  purchaser 
of  said  parcel  of  land  a  written  instrument,  satis- 
factory in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title  and 
interest  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  said  premises 
upon  payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at 
said  auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department,  May  12,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston, 
Dear   Sir; — In   accordance   with   the   provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax 
title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer  from 
Frank   R.    Halloran,    18   Tremont  street,   Boston, 
for  the  land  at  22-36   Bowdoin   street,   Ward   3, 
Boston,  in  the  sum  of  six  hundred  (600)  dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  October  7,  1935, 
amount  to  nine  hundred  thirty-five  dollars  and 
fifty-eight  cents  ($935.58)  which  includes  the  non- 
payment of  taxes  since  the  year  1926,  but  does  not 
include  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  offer  of  six  hundred  (600) 
dollars  is  approved  by  your  Honor  and  the  City 
Council,  the  property  will  then  be  properly  adver- 
tised for  sale  at  public  auction  and  sold  to  the 
highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  six  hundred  (600) 
dollars  will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property 
that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be 
announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction 
sale. 

In    my    opinion    it    will    best    serve    the    city's 
interest  to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount  is 
correct. 

John  F.  Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

18  Tremont  Street,  Room  701, 

Boston,  March  8,  1937. 
Major  Roswell  G.  Hall, 

Superintendent  of  Buildings,  Boston. 

Dear    Major, — I    represent    a     client    who     is 

interested  in  purchasing  the  passageway  between 

Nos.  22  and  36  Bowdoin  street,  Ward  3,  Boston, 

now  owned  by  the  city.     He  has  authorized  me  to 


make  a  firm  cash  offer  of  $600  for  the  1,860  square 
feet,  more  or  less,  contained  in  said  passageway. 
I  would  appreciate  an  early  decision. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Frantic  R.  Halloran. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
October  7,  1935,  foreclosed  the  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5292.  page  549,  to  about  1,860  square  feet 
of  land  situated  on  the  easterly  side  of  Bowdoin 
street,  as  is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax  deed; 
and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Frank  R.  Halloran  in  the  sum 
of  $600;  now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right, 
title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land  at  public 
auction  at  a  minimum  price  of  $600;  and  it  is 
hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  the  purchaser 
of  said  premises  a  written  instrument,  satisfactory 
in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of 
the  City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the 
payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said 
auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department,  May  13,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning 
tax  title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer 
from  Thomas  P.  O'Connor,  attorney,  in  behalf 
of  his  client,  Lorenzo  Gribaudo,  for  the  vacant 
land  located  at  531  East  Third  street,  South  Boston, 
in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  ( 100)  dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  September  16,  1936, 
amount  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars 
and  ten  cents  ($167.10),  which  includes  the  non- 
payment of  taxes  since  the  year  1932,  but  does 
not  include  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  one  hundred 
(100)  dollars  is  approved  by  your  Honor  and  the 
City  Council,  the  property  will  then  be  properly 
advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction  and  sold  to 
the  highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  one  hundred 
(100)  dollars  will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the 
property  that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will 
be  announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction 
sale. 

In    my   opinion,    it    will    best   serve   the   city's 
interests  to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount  is 
correct. 

John  F.  Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

Thomas  P.  O'Connor, 

Attorney  at  Law, 

718  Broadway, 

South  Boston,  Mass., 

March  22,  1937. 
Mr.  George  P.  Donovan,  Public  Buildings  Depart- 
ment, City  Hall  Annex,  Boston. 
Dear  George, — Pursuant  to  our  telephone 
conversation  in  reference  to  the  lot  of  land  in  the 
rear  of  531  East  Third  street,  South  Boston, 
owned  by  the  City  of  Boston,  on  behalf  of  my 
client,  Lorenzo  Gribaudo,  I  do  hereby  submit  an 
offer  of  $100  for  the  same. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Thomas  P.  O'Connor. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
September  16,  1936,  foreclosed  the  right  of  re- 
demption under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Book  5441,  page  454,  to  about  6,530  square 
feet  of  land  lying  in  the  rear  from  the  southerly 
side  of  East  Third  street,  as  is  more  fully  described 
in  said  tax  deed;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Thomas  P.  O'Connor,  attorney, 
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for  his  client  Lorenzo  Gribaudo  for  the  sum  of  $100; 
now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right, 
title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land  at  public 
auction  at  a  minimum  price  of  8100;  and  it  is 
hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  the  purchaser 
of  said  land  a  written  instrument,  satisfactory  in 
form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City 
of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  payment  to  it 
of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said  auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

August  11,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax  title 
property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer  from  Elias 
J.  Michael,  27  State  street,  Boston,  for  the  vacant 
land  located  on  the  northeasterly  side  of  Cummins 
Highway  and  northerly  corner  of  Sycamore  street, 
West  Roxbury,  in  the  sum  of  three  hundred  (300) 
dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  June  15,  1936,  amount 
to  three  hundred  fifty-one  dollars  and  thirty-eight 
cents  ($351.38),  which  includes  the  nonpayment  of 
taxes  since  the  year  1931,  but  does  not  include 
interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  three  hundred 
(300)  dollars  is  approved  by  your  Honor  and  the 
City  Council,  the  property  will  then  be  properly 
advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction  and  sold  to 
the  highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  three  hundred 
(300)  dollars  will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the 
property  that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will 
be  announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction 
sale. 

In   my    opinion,    it    will    best   serve    the    city's 
interests  to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount  is 
correct. 

John  F.  Dohertv, 

City  Collector. 

Elias  J.  Michael, 

Real  Estate,  Mortgages  and  Auctioneer, 

27  State  Street, 

Room  35, 
Boston,  Mass., 

July  28,  1937. 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  1005  City  Hall 
Annex,  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  hereby  submit  an  offer  for  the  lot 
of  land  owned  by  the  City  of  Boston  located  at 
the  northwest  corner  of  Sycamore  street  and 
Cummins  Highway,  Roslindale,  Mass.,  and  con- 
taining about  3,920  square  feet.  The  sum  of 
three  hundred  (300)  dollars,  all  cash. 

This  offer  is  made  subject  to  no  taxes  be  appor- 
tioned for  the  year  1937. 

I  trust  that  in  the  event  my  offer  is  considered 

and  approved  that,  I  may  be  able  to  take  title  to 

this  land  in  about  three  weeks,  the  time  is  drawing 

near  to  winter,  and  I  desire  to  build  on  this  land. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Elias  J.  Michael. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated  June 
15,  1936,  foreclosed  the  right  of  redemption  under 
tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5396, 
page,  365,  to  the  land  situate  on  the  northeasterly 
side  of  Cummins  Highway,  making  the  northerly 
corner  of  Sycamore  street,  in  that  part  of  Boston 
called  West  Roxbury,  as  is  more  fully  set  forth  in 
said  tax  deed;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Elias  J.  Michael  for  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  (300)  dollars;  now  therefore,  it  is 
hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of 
Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title  and  interest 
in  said  parcel  of  land,   at  public  auction,   at  a 


minimum  price  of  three  hundred  (300)  dollars; 
and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser 
of  said  land,  a  written  instrument  satisfactory  in 
form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City 
of  Boston  in  said  premises,  upon  the  payment  to 
it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  public  auction. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and 
Tax  Title  Property. 

SALE   OF   TAX   TITLE   PROPERTY. 
The  following  was  received. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  25,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letters  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  relating  to 
offers  to  purchase  the  following  parcels  of  property, 
which  properties  were  acquired  from  foreclosure  of 
tax  titles  held  by  the  city: 

1.  Northeasterly  side  of  Outlook  road,  Dor- 
chester. 

2.  1S4  Gladstone  street,  East  Boston. 

3.  302,  304,  306  and  30S  Princeton  street,  East 
Boston. 

I  also  transmit  orders  authorizing  the  sales  of 
said  parcels.  The  prices  recited  in  the  orders  are 
minimum  prices,  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  having  stated  in  his  letters  that  the  sale 
of  these  premises  at  public  auction  with  minimum 
prices  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  city.  I  respect- 
fully recommend  the  adoption  of  these  orders. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department,  July  26,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Sir, — In   accordance   with   the   provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax 
title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer  from 
Isaac   Sheinberg,   35   Stratton   street,    Dorchester, 
for  the  vacant  land  located  on  Outlook  road  and 
described   as   lots   7  and   8   in   the  sum   of  eight 
hundred  (800)  dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  January  11,  1936,  for 
lot  7,  Outlook  road,  amount  to  six  hundred  forty-six 
dollars  and  six  cents  (S646.06).  The  costs  to  the 
city  up  to  January  11 .  1936.  for  lot  8,  Outlook  road, 
amount  to  six  hundred  forty-nine  dollars  and 
seventy  cents  (S649.70).  These  costs  include  the 
nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the  year  1917,  but  do 
not  include  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  eight  hundred 
(S00)  dollars  is  approved  by  your  Honor  and  the 
City  Council,  the  property  will  then  be  properly 
advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction  and  sold  to 
the  highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  eight  hundred 
(S00)  dollars  will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the 
property  that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will 
be  announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction 
sale. 

In    my    opinion,    it    will   best   serve    the    city's 
interests  to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 
I    hereby    certify   that   the   within   amount    is 
correct. 

John  F.  Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

Isaac  Sheinberg, 
35  Stratton  Street, 
Dorchester,  Mass., 

July  9,  1937. 
Real  Estate  Division, 
Boston,  Mass. 
Gentlemen, — I  herewith  submit  an  offer  of  $800 
for    the    vacant   land    located    on    Outlook    road, 
Dorchester,  known  as  lots    No.  7  and  No.  S,  and 
containing  approximately  8,700  feet. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Isaac  Sheinberg. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of 
the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
January  11,  1936,  foreclosed  the  right  of  redemp- 
tion under  two  tax  deeds  filed  in  the  Land  Court, 
Suffolk  Registry  District,  with  Certificate  of 
Title  No.  23327,  to  land  situated  on  the  north- 
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easterly  side  of  Outlook  road  in  that  part  of 
Boston  called  Dorchester  as  is  more  fully  de- 
scribed in  said  tax  deeds,  said  tax  deeds  being 
Document  No.  31818  and  No.  31870  respectively; 
and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Isaac  Sheinberg  in  the  sum 
of  eight  hundred  dollars  ($800);  now,  therefore, 
it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor 
of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title  and 
interest  in  said  parcels  of  land  at  public  auction 
at  a  minimum  price  of  eight  hundred  dollars 
($800) ;  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  pur- 
chaser of  said  parcels  of  land  a  written  instru- 
ment, satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  Department 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title 
and  interest  of  said  City  of  Boston  in  said  premises 
upon  the  payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor 
at  said  auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

July  19,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter    3,    Ordinances    of    1935,    concerning   tax 
title    property,    I    respectfully    submit    an    offer 
from  Myer  Block,  480  Orleans  street,  East  Boston, 
for  the  land  and  buildings  at  184  Gladstone  street, 
East   Boston,  in  the  sum   of  five  hundred   (500)' 
dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  December  30,  1936, 
amount  to  one  thousand  one  hundred  twenty 
dollars  and  sixty-four  cents  ($1,120.64),  which 
includes  the  nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the  year 
1932,  but  does  not  include  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  five  hundred 
(500)  dollars  is  approved  by  your  Honor  and 
the  City  Council,  the  property  will  then  be  prop- 
erly advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction  and 
sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  five 
hundred  (500)  dollars  will  be  the  minimum  price 
for'  the  property  that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept 
and  will  be  announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the 
public  auction  sale. 

In    my    opinion,    it    will    best    serve    the   city's 
interests  to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

N.  B. — This  is  a  1937  foreclosure,  and  taxes 
for  1937  are  not  available  at  this  time.  For  this 
reason  they  do  not  appear  on  cost  sheets  attached 
herewith,  and  for  the  same  reason  the  City  Col- 
lector's signature  does  not  appear  hereon. 

June  9,  1937. 
Mr.  George  Donovan, 

Public  Buildings,  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I,  Myer  Block,  hereby  submit  five 
hundred    (500)    dollars    for    the   property   at    184 
Gladstone  street,  East  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
Sincerely, 

Myer  Block. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
March  9,  1937,  foreclosed  the  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5481,  page  572,  to  the  land  and  buildings 
situate  on  the  southwesterly  side  of  Gladstone 
street  in  that  part  of  Boston  called  East  Boston, 
being  numbered  184  in  the  present  numbering  of 
said  Gladstone  street;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Myer  Block  in  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars  ($500) ;  now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of 
Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title  and  interest 
in  said  parcel  of  land  and  said  buildings  at  public 
auction  at  a  minimum  price  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars ($500) ;  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 


is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser 
of  said  land  and  buildings  a  written  instrument 
satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title  and  in- 
terest of  said  City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon 
the  payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said 
auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 
June  9,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Sir, — In   accordance  with   the   provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of,  1935,  concerning  tax 
title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer  from 
Meyer  Bloch,  480  Orleans  street,  East  Boston,  for 
the  land   and   building  at   302   to   308  Princeton 
street,  East  Boston,  in   the  sum  of  five  hundred 
(500)  dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  December  31,  1936, 
amount  to  fourteen  hundred  (1,400)  dollars  which 
includes  the  nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the  year 
1932,  but  does  not  include  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  five  hundred 
(500)  dollars  is  approved  by  your  Honor  and  the 
City  Council,  the  property  will  then  be  properly 
advertised  for  sale  and  sold  at  public  auction. 
The  amount  of  five  hundred  (500)  dollars  will  be 
the  minimum  price  for  the  property  that  the  city 
is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be  announced  as  the 
first  bid  at  the  public  auction  sale. 

In  my  opinion,  it  will  best  serve  the  city's  inter- 
ests to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

N.  B. — This  property  consists  of  vacant  land 
valued  in  1935  at  $700,  and  a  much  dilapidated 
building  without  a  water  supply,  standing  in  the 
rear.  The  building  is  practically  valueless  as  is, 
but  if  sold  to  the  prospective  buyer  he  will  recon- 
dition same,  thereby  reverting  the  property  to  one 
which  will  again  yield  a  tax  revenue  to  the  City  of 
Boston.  This  is  a  1937  foreclosure  and  as  the 
1937  taxes  are  not  available  at  this  time  the  City 
Collector's  signature  does  not  appear  hereon. 


Meyer  Bloch, 
480  Orleans  Street, 
East  Boston,  Mass. 
Real    Estate    Division,    1008    City    Hall    Annex, 
Boston. 
Gentlemen, — I  herewith  submit  an  offer  for  the 
property,   land  and   building  located  at   306  and 
306   rear  .Princeton   street,    East  Boston,   in    the 
amount  of  $500. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Meyer  Bloch. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
March  25,  1937,  foreclosed  the  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5480,  page  176,  to  the  land  and  building 
situate  on  the  northwesterly  side  of  Princeton 
street,  being  numbered  302,  304,  306  and  308  in 
the  present  numbering  of  said  Princeton  street; 
and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  premises  has 
been  made  by  Meyer  Bloch  in  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars  ($500) ;  now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  eity's  right,  title 
and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land  at  public  auction 
at  a  minimum  price  of  five  hundred  dollars  ($500); 
and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  the  purchaser 
of  said  land  a  written  instrument  satisfactory  in 
form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City 
of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  payment  to  it 
of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said,  auction. 

lief  erred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and 
Tax  Title  Property. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


TRANSFER  FOR  EMPLOYMENT  BUREAU. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  30,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  am  advised  by  Samuel  W. 
Warren,  Director  of  Employment  of  the  Free 
Employment  Bureau  of  the  City  of  Boston,  that 
an  appropriation  of  $10,000  is  necessary  to  carry 
on  the  activities  of  that  Bureau.  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  Bureau  is  doing  a  worthwhile 
work.  In  order  that  it  may  continue  that  work 
I  submit  herewith  an  order  providing  for  the 
transfer  of  S  10,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the 
Bureau. 

I  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
attached  order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

For  your  information  I  enclose  a  copy  of  the 
letter  of  Samuel  W.  Warren,  Director  of  Employ- 
ment, to  me  under  the  date  of  August  25,  1937. 
I  direct  your  attention  to  his  statement  in  that 
letter  that  the  "balance  on  hand  will  be  sufficient 
to  cover  only  the  present  week." 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

August  25,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — May  I  respectfully  request 
that  you  submit  an  order  to  the  City  Council  for  a 
ten  thousand  dollar  appropriation  to  carry  on  the 
activities  of  the  Municipal  Employment  Bureau? 

Our  balance  on  hand  will  only  be  sufficient  to 
cover  the  present  week. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Samuel  W.  Warren, 
Director  of  Employment. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $10,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  transferred  from  the  appropriation  for 
Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Municipal 
Employment  Bureau,  to  be  expended  by  said 
Bureau,  under  the  direction  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of  its  duties. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER   FOR  STATISTICS  CHAIRMAN. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  30,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  an  order  trans- 
ferring the  sum  of  SI, 315. 03  from  the  Reserve 
Fund  to  the  budget  Item  A-l,  Personal  Service  of 
the  Statistics  Department,  in  order  that  the  posi- 
tion of  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Statistics  Department  may  be  re-established  as  a 
salaried  office.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the 
business  of  the  Statistics  Department  has  again 
become  such  as  to  require  the  service  of  a  full 
time  salaried  head  of  the  department.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  statistical  business  of  that  department 
and  to  the  business  of  publishing  the  City  Record, 
there  has  been  for  some  time  and  is  now  being 
conducted,  a  W.  P.  A.  archives  project  employing 
approximately  thirty-five  persons  who  are  engaged 
in  collecting,  repairing,  cleaning,  compiling, 
cataloguing,  and  indexing  old  city  records,  books, 
documents,  pamphlets  and  other  historical  data 
bearing  dates  not  later  than  1900  in  order  that  a 
municipal  archives  which  is  as  complete  as  possible 
may  be  established  and  maintained. 

I  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of   the 
attached  order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1S93  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund, 
$1,315.03,  to  the  appropriation  for  Statistics 
Department,  A,  Personal  Service,  1,  Permanent 
Employees,  Chairman,  1  at  $4,000,  SI, 315.03. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TAX   TITLE   LOAN   OF  $500,000. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  30,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  the  City  Auditor 
that  there  are  total  tax  titles  held  by  the   city 


amounting  to  87,990,871.09.  I  am  further  advised 
that  the  city  has  obtained  loans  against  these  tax 
titles  to  the  extent  of  57,319,322.93.  That  leaves 
tax  titles  in  the  sum  of  S671.548.16,  against  which 
no  loans  have  been  obtained  by  the  city. 

I  submit  herewith  an  order  for  the  borrowing  of 
the  sum  of  8500,000  against  the  above-mentioned 
balance  of  tax  titles  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  49  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  as  amended 
by  chapter  281  of  the  Acts  of  1936.  I  respectfully 
recommend  the  adoption  of  this  order  by  your 
Honorable  Body  in  order  that  this  sum  may  be 
made  available  to  meet  outstanding  revenue  loans. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
49  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  as  amended  by  chapter  281 
of  the  Acts  of  1936,  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  obtain  the  approval  of  the  Emergency  Finance 
Board  to  the  issuance  of  8500,000  in  notes,  bonds, 
or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city,  said  notes, 
bonds,  or  certificates  to  be  sold  at  their  face  value 
to  the  Commonwealth,  and  that  the  proceeds  be, 
and  hereby  are,  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  outstanding  revenue  loans. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TAX    TITLE    LOAN    FOR    PARK    DEPART- 
MENT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  30,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — On  or  about  August  10,  1937,  I 
was  informed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners  that  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  Company  called  his  attention  to  the 
condition  of  the  Charlesgate  West  Bridge  in  the 
Fens.  The  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners  advised  me  that  an  inspection 
of  the  condition  there  shows  that  the  bridge  is  in  a 
dangerous  condition  and  estimates  that  it  would 
cost  $11,500  to  repair  the  bridge  and  put  it  in  safe 
condition.  For  your  information  I  enclose  a  copy 
of  the  Chairman's  letter  under  date  of  August  10. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners also  informs  me  that  the  Park  Department 
is  in  need  of  S3. 000  for  other  emergency  work, 
especially  a  boiler  needed  to  provide  hot  water  at 
the  Paris  Street  Gymnasium.  I  also  enclose  a 
copy  of  the  Chairman's  letter  under  date  of 
August  14  relating  to  this  latter  emergency  work. 

I  am  further  advised  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Park  Commissioners  that  he  has  no  money  avail- 
able to  make  the  above-mentioned  emergency  re- 
pairs nor  are  there  any  funds  in  any  other  item  of 
the  Park  Department  budget  which  could  be  trans- 
ferred and  made  available  for  the  above  purposes. 
I,  therefore,  submit  herewith  an  order  for  the 
borrowing  of  the  sum  of  514,500  against  the 
existing  balance  of  tax  titles  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  chapter  49  of  the  Acts  of  1933  as 
amended  by  chapter  281  of  the  Acts  of  1936,  and  I 
respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  this  order 
by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  10,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor.— The  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road Company  has  called  our  attention  to  the 
Charlesgate  West  Bridge,  in  the  Fens. 

An  inspection  of  the  conditions  there  show 
that  the  girder  bearings  on  the  Commonwealth 
avenue  side  are  in  poor  condition.  Bearing  plates 
are  badly  rusted  and  the  bracings  are  entirely 
rusted  through  in  some  places.  The  steel  floor 
beams  and  angle  seats  are  also  in  bad  condition. 
The  rivet  heads  in  many  cases  have  been  com- 
pletely worn  off. 

The  conditions  at  the  other  end  of  the  bridge 
near  the  Fens  are  in  much  better  condition  and  can 
be  cared  for  with  very  little  cost. 

At  the  critical  section  in  the  center  of  the  span 
the  cover  and  rivets  are  in  very  poor  shape. 

There  is  a  lot  of  painting  that  will  have  to  be 
done  on  the  span  on  the  Ipswich  street  side. 

It  is  five  years  now  since  any  work  was  done  on 
this  bridge  and  as  this  department  is  responsible 
for  any  damage  that  may  occur  I  am  respectfully 
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requesting   that  $11,500  be  allocated   on   B-39  so 
that  the  bridge  may  be  repaired  immediately. 

It  will  be  absolutely  necessary  that  all  rusted  and 
corroded  steel  and  wooden  members  of  the  struc- 
ture be  renewed;  plates  will  have  to  be  installed 
and  the  bridge  spans  straightened  and  painted. 
It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  this  work  be  done 
as  soon  as  possible.  Meanwhile,  I  will  have  to 
post  the  bridge  in  order  to  protect  the  city.  It  also 
may  be  necessary  to  shut  off  the  use  of  the  bridge 
in  the  near  future. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  14,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  department  should  have 
money  allocated  in  B-39  for  emergency  conditions. 
At  the  present  time  there  is  no  boiler  available 
for   hot    water   in   the   Paris    Street   Gymnasium, 
due  to  the  fact  that  $645  is  not  available  to  install 
new  boiler,  which  will  have  to  be  done,  as  the  old 
one  cannot  be  repaired. 

There  are  a  number  of  places  in  the  depart- 
ment where  emergency  work  should  be  attended 
to,  and  at  least  $3,000  should  be  appropriated 
to  cover  this.  This  is  in  addition  to  the  $11,500 
which  will  be  required  to  repair  the  bridge  in  the 
Fens. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
49  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  as  amended  by  chapter  281 
of  the  Acts  of  1936,  the  City  Treasurer  be  author- 
ized to  obtain  the  approval  of  the  Emergency 
Finance  Board  to  the  issuance  of  $14,500  in  notes, 
bonds,  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city, 
said  notes,  bonds,  or  certificates  to  be  sold  at 
their  face  value  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  that 
the  proceeds  be,  and  hereby  are,  appropriated 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  ordinary  maintenance 
expenses  as  follows: 

Park  Department,  B,  Contractual  Services, 
$14,500. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


BUDGET   TRANSFERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  30,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  requests  for  transfers 
within  departmental  appropriations  have  been 
examined  and  investigated  by  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner. I  accordingly  recommend  adoption  of 
the  accompanying  orders  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Collecting  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $4,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  D, 
Supplies,  $4,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriations  for  Hospital  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employees,  Nurses,  Graduate,  177 
(251),  not  exceeding  $1,680,  $2,937.09,  to  the 
appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service,  1,  Permanent 
Employees,  Director  of  Nursing  Service  and 
Director  of  the  School  of  Nursing,  0  (1)  at  $4,000, 
$1,468.45;  Assistant  Director  of  Nursing  Service, 
0  (1)  at  $2,000,  $734.32;  Assistant  Director  of 
Nursing  Education,  0  (1)  at  $2,000,  $734.32. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Hospital  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employees,  Hospital  Employees, 
1,100  (1,225),  not  exceeding  $30  a  week,  $1,169.81, 
to  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service,  1 , 
Permanent  Employees,  Physicians,  3  (4)  at  $3,500, 
$1,169.81. 


Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer 
in  the  appropriations  for  Hospital  Department, 
Sanatorium  Division: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 

1,  .Permanent  Employees,  Hospital  Employees, 
225,  not  exceeding  $30  a  week,  $2,200,  to  the 
appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service,  1,  Per- 
manent Employees,  Assistant  Superintendent  of 
Nurses  and  Instructor  of  Tuberculosis  Nursing  in 
the  School  of  Nursing,  0  (1)  at  $1,650,  $574.04; 
Night  Supervisor  of  Nurses  and  Instructor  of 
Tuberculosis  Nursing  in  the  School  of  Nursing, 
0  (1)  at  $1,500,  $521.97;  Nurses,  70  (73)  at  $1,020, 
$1,103.99. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer 
in  the  appropriations  for  Hospital  Department, 
Sanatorium  Division: 

From  the  appropriation  for  D,  Supplies,  $1,500, 
to    the    appropriation    for    A,    Personal    Service, 

2,  Temporary  Employees,  $1,500. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Institutions  Department,  Child 
Welfare  Division: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employees,  Storekeeper,  1  (0)  at 
$1,400,  $460.29,  to  the  appropriation  for  A,  Per- 
sonal Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Clerk  and 
Storekeeper,  0  (1)  at  $1,400,  $460.29. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Institutions 
Department,  Child  Welfare  Division: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $14,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  C, 
Equipment,  $14,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Institutions  Department,  Long 
Island  Hospital: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employees,  Assistant  to  Medical 
Director,  1  at  $1,300,  $569,25,  to  the  appropriation 
for  A,  Personal  Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees, 
Pharmacist,  Assistant,  1  at  $1,500,  $437.79; 
Technicians,  Laboratory  and  Pathology,  2  at 
$1,200,  $131.46. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Institutions 
Department,         Steamers         "Hibbard"  and 

"O'Meara": 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $400,  to  the  appropriation  for  E,  Ma- 
terials, $400. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriations  for  Police  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  D,  Supplies,  $9,500, 
to  the  appropriation  for  E,  Materials,  $9,500. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be.  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriations  for  Public  Works  Department, 
Bridge  Service: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employees,  Mechanics,  14  at  $6 
a  day,  S2.000,  to  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  2,  Temporary  Employees,  $2,000. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee, 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 
The     following     petitions     were     received     and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 
Automatic    Signal   Corporation,    for    compensa- 
tion   for   damage   to    traffic   signal   post,    Soldiers 
Field  road,  broken  by  Fire  Department  ladder. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Josephine  Biggio,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Parkvale  avenue. 
Julia  Brown,  for  refund  on  dog  license. 
Paul  Caruso,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  patrol  wagon. 

Carmen  D'Avolio,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  by  city  team. 

Daniel  C.  Danick,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  ash  truck. 

Jacob  Demask,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  by  car  of  Paving  Service. 

Direct  Shoe  Market,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  160  Hanover  street,  caused 
by  water  entering  cellar. 

Fields  Corner  Motor  Mart,  for  refund  on  auto- 
mobile dealer's  license. 

Gladys  I.  Hennessey,  for  refund  on  second-hand 
clothing  license. 

Mrs.  Cyril  A.  Hughes,  for  son,  for  compensa- 
tion for  injuries  by  steam  roller. 

Daniel  J.  Kelley,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  54  Irving  street,  caused  by  water 
being  shut  off. 

Kimball-Goodwin  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  215  South  street,  caused 
by  sewer  connections  being  cut. 

Helen  Kramer,  for  refund  on  dog  license. 

Lo  Conte  Brothers,  Incorporated,  for  compen- 
sation for  damage  to  truck  by  city  wagon, 

Marks  Dispatch,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  truck  by  city  truck. 

Maryland  Casualty  Company,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  property  at  64  Essex  street, 
caused  by  broken  water  main. 

Sabino  Mascatelli,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  clothing  caused  by  oil  on  ferry  walk. 

F.  F.  Mayer,  for  refund  on  ash  tickets. 

Walter  Milliken,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  1444  Columbus  avenue,  caused 
by  backing  up  of  sewage. 

Hugh  H.  Murray,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Chelsea 
Bridge. 

Joan  Murphy,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  car. 

Stanley  Newman  Company,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

Mary  Rich,  for  compensation  for  loss  of  ash 
barrel  taken  by  ashmen. 

Katherine  A.  Shea,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  1728  Centre  street. 
West  Roxbury. 

Joseph  C.  Walsh,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Emerson  Beauty  Shop,  for  refund  on  ash  removal 
tickets. 

John  F.  Petitti,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judgment 
issued  against  him. 

Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  to  operate 
motor  vehicles  between  Rowes  Wharf  and  the 
junctures  of  D  street  and  Northern  avenue,  over 
Atlantic  avenue,  Summer  street,  viaduct  and 
ramp,  D  street  to  Northern  avenue. 

Executive. 

Catherine  V.  McCann,  to  be  paid  an  annuity  on 
account  of  the  death  of  James  G.  McCann,  late 
member  of  the  Police  Department. 

Bertha  D.  Duddy,  to  be  paid  an  annuity  on 
account  of  the  death  of  Edward  J.  Duddy,  late 
member  of  the  Police  Department. 

Margaret  J.  Sheridan,  to  be  paid  an  annuity  on 
account  of  the  death  of  Lawrence  V.  Sheridan, 
late  member  of  the  Police  Department. 

Catherine  V.  Grogan,  to  be  retired  as  a  matron 
in  the  Health  Department. 


CONSTABLES'  BOND  APPROVED. 

The  constables'  bond  of  Michael  J.  Clifford, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
was  received  and  approved. 


APPROVAL   OF  PUBLIC    WELFARE    LOAN. 

A  copy  of  the  vote  of  the  Emergency  Finance 
Board  approving  the  loan  of  $1,000,000  for  Public 
Welfare  was  received  and  placed  on  file. 


RESIGNATION   OF   CONSTABLE. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  resignation  on  August 
18,  1937,  of  Thomas  L.  Gallagher  from  the  position 
of  Constable. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   ON   FINANCE 
COMMISSION. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  appointment  by  the 
Governor  of  David  Lasker  to  be  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Commission  for  the  term  ending  August 
9,  1942. 

Placed  on  file. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

Applications  were  received  for  minors'  licenses 
from  51  newsboys  and  7  bootblacks,  and  it  was 
voted  that  licenses  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  granting  aid  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  and  their  families  for  the  month  of  August. 

Report  accepted;   order  passed. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 

Coun.  TOBIN,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  the  petition  of  Michael  J.  Leahy 
(referred  August  9) — recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  ninety-nine  dollars 
and  three  cents  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Michael  J. 
Leahy  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  judgment 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator 
of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Sanitary 
Division.  Public  Works  Department,  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  the  petition  of  Edward  L.  Kelley 
(referred  July  26; — recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five 
hundred  thirteen  dollars  and  forty-two  cents 
(S2, 513.42)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Edward  L. 
Kelley  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execution 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator 
of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Sanitary  Divi- 
sion, Public  Works  Department,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  the  petition  of  John  H.  Horton 
(referred  July  12) — recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  fifty- 
three  dollars  and  fifteen  cents  ($153.15)  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  John  H.  Horton  in  reimbursement  for 
amount  of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  driver  of  a  horse-drawn  sweeper  be- 
longing to  the  Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works 
Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Con- 
tingent Fund. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

Coun.  AGNEW  called  up  Nos.  2  and  3  on  the 
calendar,  viz.: 

2.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  August  9,  1937,  of  Walter  P.  Kirby  to  be 
a  Constable  without  authority  to  serve  civil 
process  and  to  serve  without  bond. 

3.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  August  9,  1937,  of  Aaron  Boris,  to  be  a 
Weigher  of  Coal. 

The  appointments  were  confirmed,  yeas  16, 
nays  0. 


LOAN   FOR   SEWERAGE   WORKS. 

The  PRESIDENT  called  up  No.  4  on  the 
calendar,  viz.: 

4.  Ordered.  That  under  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion 1  of  chapter  178  of  the  Acts  of  1930  and  sec- 
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tion  5  of  chapter  224  of  the  Acts  of  1936,  the  sum 
of  $100,000  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropri- 
ated, to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for  the  Construc- 
tion of  Sewerage  Works,  and  that  the  City  Treas- 
urer be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  August  9,  1937,  the  foregoing  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  again 
passed,  yeas  17,  nays  0. 


SALE   OF   TAX   TITLE   PROPERTY. 

The  PRESIDENT  called  up  No.  5  on  the 
calendar,  viz.: 

5.  Orders  authorizing  the  sale  at  public  auc- 
tion at  stated  minimum  prices  of  parcels  of  tax 
title  property,  viz.: 

1.  88-94  Bolton  street. 

2.  6  Douglas  court. 

3.  81  Village  street. 

4.  388  Albany  street. 

5.  367  Rutherford  avenue. 

6.  Blossom  court. 

7.  Carroll  street. 

On  August  9,  1937,  the  foregoing  orders  were 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  15,  nays  0. 

The  orders  were  read  a  second  time  and  again 
passed,  yeas  15,  nays — Coun.  G.  A.  Murray, 
Tobin— 2. 


REJECTION   OF   CONSTABLES. 

Coun.  AGNEW  called  up  No.  1  on  the  calendar, 
viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  April  12,  1937,  of  Constables  authorized 
to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  bonds,  as  follows: 

Charles  A.  Bancroft,  Joseph  O.  DeSantis, 
Stephen  J.  Dunleavy,  Jr.,  Maurice  J.  Glick, 
Charles  C.  Knibbs,  Louis  Levendorf,  James  D. 
Martin,  Daniel  McConologue,  John  M.  McCush- 
ing,  Harry  Meltzer,  Patrick  H.  Murphy,  Samuel 
Rosengarten,  John  Ruggiero,  Michael  F.  Sim- 
mons, Philip  Tepper,  Abraham  I.  Weiss. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  AGNEW  action  on  the 
confirmation  of  the  foregoing  constables  was 
indefinitely  postponed. 


FORTY-HOUR  WEEK  IN  PRINTING  PLANT. 

Coun.  TOBIN  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  five-day  (40-hour)  work  week  is 
recognized  by  contract  in  the  printing  industry  in 
the  City  of  Boston,  and  observed  throughout  the 
United  States;  and 

Whereas,  The  Printing  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston  is  operating  in  competition  with  private 
employers  who  recognize  and  observe  the  five-day 
(40-hour)  work  week  as  a  condition  of  employment 
for  their  employees;  and 

Whereas,  The  Printing  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston  does  not  observe  the  five-day  (40-hour) 
work  week;  and 

Whereas,  Section  3,  chapter  24,  page  41.  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1925,  distinctly  states  "All 
printed  matter  done  for  the  City  of  Boston  shall, 
so  far  as  it  can  legally  do  so,  bear  the  imprint  of 
the  Union  Label  of  the  Allied  Printing  Trades 
Council  of  Boston";  and 

Whereas,  The  Union  Label  cannot  be  used  by 
the  Printing  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston 
unless  the  five-day  (40-hour)  work  week  is  observed 
by  said  department;  be  it  therefore 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Printing 
of  the  City  of  Boston  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  establish  the  five-day  (40-hour) 
work  week  in  the  Printing  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  at  the  prevailing  rate  of  union  wages. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


FOOD   PRICES,   JEWISH   HOLIDAYS. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  intercede  with  the  Commission  on  Necessaries 
of  Life  to  keep  a  close  check  on  food  prices  during 
the  Jewish  High  Holidays  with  a  view  towards 
prosecuting  food  profiteers.  . 

Coun.    BRACKMAN— Mr.    President,    it    has 


been  my  experience  in  the  past  that  at  about  this 
time  of  the  year,  when  the  Jewish  holidays  come 
on  the  New  Year,  that  every  man  whether  they 
be  poor  or  rich,  celebrate  the  New  Year  and  feast 
as  much  as  they  can,  and  prices  of  food  have  gone 
up  terribly.  Certain  combines  of  food  dealers 
have  gotten  together  and  raised  their  prices,  and 
it  looks  this  year  as  though  the  price  of  meat,  and 
particularly  Kosher  meat,  is  going  practically  to 
SI  a  pound,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  fish  will 
sky-rocket  the  same  way.  They  know  that  all 
the  people  who  buy  from  them  are  the  people 
who  have  to  have  this  food,  and  they  combine 
together  to  keep  up  a  tremendous  price. 

I  hope  that  the  Committee  on  the  Necessaries  of 
Life  will  this  year  warn  some  of  these  concerns  who 
are  so  combining,  that  if  any  of  them  are  found  to 
be  acting  in  this  manner,  that  they  will  be  prose- 
cuted. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG— Mr.  President,  I  am 
inclined  to  join  with  my  brother  in  this  order,  as 
to  food  prices  for  the  Jewish  holidays,  and  I  believe 
that,  as  a  result  of  this  measure  that  those  dealers 
who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  increasing  prices 
around  the  holiday  season,  will  be  properly  brought 
into  court,  so  that  the  poor  people  especially,  who 
are  having  quite  a  time  and  quite  a  struggle  to 
get  along  with  the  present  high  prices,  are  given  a 
fair  break  in  the  matter  of  prices  for  foodstuffs  for 
the  holiday  season. 

The  order  was  passed. 


ESCAPE   OF   SIMPSON. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Inspection  of 
Prisons  be  requested,  at  their  next  semi-annual 
inspection  of  prisons,  to  inquire  into  the  extraor- 
dinary escape  from  jail  of  Edward  Simpson,  alias 
Flynn,  alias  Swartz,  who  was  sentenced  to  six 
months  in  the  Charles  Street  Jail  on  April  9,  1937, 
and  escaped  two  weeks  later,  April  25,  1937,  and 
who  is  now  charged  as  the  murderer  of  one  Newton 
policeman,  and  with  the  attempt  to  murder 
another. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  hesitate  very 
much  to  present  this  order  calling  the  matter  to 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  on  Prisons,  but  I 
am  forced  to  do  so  not  only  as  a  member  of  the 
City  Government  but  also  as  a  county  commis- 
sioner and  a  citizen  of  Boston. 

Let  me  say  first  that  my  interest  in  presenting 
this  order  is  not  for  any  political  reason,  not  for 
any  publicity,  but  I  feel  that  the  time  has  come 
when  our  institutions  must  be  protected  and  the 
community  must  be  protected  from  the  under- 
world and  the  gangsters  and  the  convicts.  Here 
we  have  a  situation,  and  I  base  my  remarks  on  the 
report  of  the  Police  Department  which  I  will  read 
as  a  matter  of  record. 


City  of  Boston, 
Police  Department,  Division  No.  1, 

August  28,  1937. 

Sir,— About  10.07  p.  m.,  April  25,  1937, 
radio  cars  to  all  cars  on  Division  1  to  go  to 
Charles  Street  Jail,  and  on  arrival  deputy 
sheriff  reports  that  Edward  Simpson,  alias 
Swartz,  alias  Thomas  Flynn,  39  years,  single, 
of  170  St.  Botolph  street,  Boston,  he  is  5-6, 
161,  dark  complexion,  medium  build,  gray 
eyes,  and  black  hair,  has  just  escaped  from 
this  jail.  He  was  committed  from  Superior 
Court  for  a  term  of  six  months  for  larceny, 
and  assigned  to  Cell  No.  16  on  April  8,  1937. 
Cell  No.  16  is  on  the  first  floor  opposite  the 
kitchen  and  faces  rear  leading  to  North  Grove 
street.     His  cell  mate  was  one  Carl  Costello. 

From  all  appearances  Simpson  sawed  the 
bar  from  off  the  cell  door,  a  piece  of  about  S 
inches,  then  sawed  a  piece  of  bar  off  the  window 
leading  to  the  rear  yard,  pushed  the  screen 
from  the  window  and  went  across  the  yard,  a 
distance  of  about  40  feet,  then  forced  open  a 
large  Yale  lock,  opened  gate  and  then  passed 
into  the  wire  inclosure  into  the  city  yards,  and 
there  broke  a  lock  and  U-bolt  and  made  his 
escape  through  the  city  yards  to  North  Grove 
street  and  disappeared. 

Sergeant  Tesorero  and  other  officers  searched 
the  jail  yard,  roof,  city  yard  and  suites  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  jail  and  found  no  trace  of  the 
escaped  prisoner. 

At  the  jail  Deputy  Morris  states  that  Simp- 
sou  left  the  following  articles,  his  jail  clothes, 


342 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


one  viking  hack  saw,  one  Stilson  wrench,  one 

pinch  bar  14  inches  long,  two  small  pieces  of 

soap. 

Off  this  record  let  me  say  now  that  it  is  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  United  States 
that  any  prisoner  deliberately  changed  his  clothes 
in  his  own  cell  and  walked  out  of  the  jail.  Oh, 
it  would  not  be  so  bad  if  it  were  one  of  those 
escapes  that  did  not  matter  much,  but  this  escape 
is  very  suspicious  and  the  reports  that  we  have 
got  of  it  are  not  a  bit  satisfactory. 

You  all  know  the  result  of  this  man's  escape. 
He  is  now  the  man  that  is  the  alleged  murderer 
of  a  Newton  policeman  and  he  dangerously 
wounded  another  policeman  of  Newton,  but 
here  is  the  peculiar  part  of  the  entire  report. 
Deputy  Morris,  although  the  police  department 
called,  refused  to  give  the  sergeant  the  various 
articles  for  examination.  Deputy  Morris  refused 
to  let  the  sergeant  even  talk  to  the  companion 
of  Simpson  who  was  in  the  jail  with  him,  and 
last  but  not  least,  Deputy  Morris  refused  to 
let  the  Boston  Police  Department,  through  the 
sergeant,  inspect  the  cell  where  the  prisoner 
escaped. 

The  report  goes  on  to  say: 

The  last  person  to  see  Simpson  in  the  cell 

was  Joseph  McSweeney,  a  prison  officer,  when 

he  inspected  the  cell  at  9  p.  m.  and  he  was 

then  playing  cards  with  his  cell  mate. 

Prison    Officer    Abraham    Goodman    states 

that  while  he  was  making  his  rounds  at  9.30 

p.   m.,    he   found   Simpson   missing.     At   this 

time  no  person  knew  what  clothes  the  prisoner 

was   wearing   at   the   time   of   his   escape,   his 

prison  clothes  were  found  in  the  cell. 

Is  there  anyone  here,  is  there  anyone  in  the 
City  of  Boston  that  believes  that  in  the  course  of 
a  short  half  an  hour  any  man,  even  with  the  aid 
of  a  hack  saw,  could  cut  the  bars  in  the  cell  in 
Charles  Street  Jail?  We  all  know  the  answer  to 
that.  We  all  know  that  it  could  not  be  done. 
If  there  is  anyone  that  doubts  the  veracity  of  this 
police  record  it  may  be  found  on  page  393  of  the 
Police  Journal,  No.  23,  ending  Mondav,  April  26, 
1936. 

Now  then,  friends  and  members  of  the  City 
Council,  I  am  not  a  bit  satisfied  with  the  report 
that  we  have  received,  the  very  slight  report  that 
was  given  in  the  Boston  newspapers.  I  now 
charge  and  I  charge  on  the  floor  of  this  Council 
that  unless  Simpson,  the  alleged  murderer  of  that 
policeman  had  not  had  inside  help  in  Charles 
Street  Jail,  that  the  man  who  was  buried  the 
other  day  would  be  living  with  us  today. 

I  charge  that  there  was  inside  help  and  I  often 
wonder  who  the  gangsters  in  the  underworld,  the 
racketeers  were,  who  waited  down  in  their  auto- 
mobile until  Simpson  stepped  out  and  then  sped 
away.  Oh,  I  hope  before  very  long  to  tell  the 
people  who  these  gentlemen  were. 

I  want  it  plainly  understood  that  I  am  not 
directing  any  criticism  whatsoever  against  the 
sheriff  of  this  county  because  I  realize,  as  we  in 
public  life  all  realize,  that  he  is  not  functioning 
and  that  he  has  not  functioned  for  a  period  of 
over  three  years,  but  it  is  about  time  that  our 
community  was  protected. 

Here  is  a  man  with  a  record  from  here  across 
School  street.  In  1923  he  was  up  on  an  attempt 
to  shoot  a  police  officer  and  they  allowed  this 
dangerous  convict,  this  dangerous  criminal,  to 
stay  in  the  cell  and  play  cards  with  his  cell  mate, 
and  when  the  Police  Department  arrived,  the 
deputy  sheriff  in  charge  refused  to  allow  the 
sergeant  to  interview  that  cell  mate  of  Simpson's 
to  find  out  how  Simpson  got.  out  of  the  cell. 

It  is  about  time  that  some  of  our  authorities 
took  some  action  in  order  to  protect  the  com- 
munity. No  doubt  Simpson  if  guilty  will  pay 
for  his  crime  but  that  has  very  little  value  to 
the  heartbroken  wife  and  family  that  the  dead 
policeman  leaves  behind.  It  has  no  value  to  his 
widowed  mother,  and  I  now  charge  that  the  in- 
competence and  the  dishonesty  and  the  carelessness 
of  the  officials  of  the  Charles  Street  Jail  whereby 
Simpson  was  able  to  change  his  clothes  and  leave 
his  prison  uniform  right  in  the  very  cell  where  he 
was  confined,  that  they  are  the  ones  that  are 
responsible  for  the  escape  of  this  escaped  murderer. 

Nobody  can  tell  me  that  in  the  course  of  twenty- 
five  minutes,  that  Simpson  was  able  to  break 
three  locks,  and  walk  40  feet  across  that  yard. 
Do  they  want  us  to  believe  that  he  did  not  have 
anything  on  him  outside  of  his  underwear? 

Oh,  I  do  not  think  they  do.  I  say  and  I  say  it 
publicly,   that  it  was  an  inside  job  done  by  the 


racketeers  and  the  gangsters  who,   to  my  mind, 
are  operating  todav  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  it  had 
been  my  intention  today  to  introduce  an  order  in 
reference  to  this  matter,  but  a  different  type  of 
order  from  that  introduced  by  Councilor  Dowd. 
I  am  very  glad  he  has  taken  the  initiative  in  this 
matter.  The  conduct  of  Suffolk  County,  as  far 
as  this  office  of  sheriff  is  concerned,  for  a  number 
of  years  now,  has  been  an  outstanding  disgrace, 
and  I  am  glad  now  that  the  issue  has  been  brought 
up,  and  I  am  glad  that  it  must  be  settled  and  not 
postponed  or  laid  aside.  At  last  he  must  face  the 
inevitable  as  we  all  must.  He  has  allowed  him- 
self to  be  dictated  to  by  a  coterie  in  this  town  and 
they  must  be  exposed.  We  must  have  an  honest 
investigation.  I  believe  that  this  entire  Council 
and  the  County  Commissioners  should  take  a  hand 
in  it.  Councilor  Dowd  has  brought  out  some 
startling  information  which  if  true,  the  Bar 
Association  should  step  in  here.  Chief  Justice 
Hall  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court  should  step 
in  here,  and  his  associate  justices  who,  after  all, 
are  in  a  great  way  responsible  for  many  of  the 
things  that  are  happening  and  I  reiterate  it,  Mr. 
Chief  Justice  Hall  and  your  associate  justices,  I 
would  like  to  know  how  much  investigation  you 
have  made  of  the  appointments  that  this  man  has 
made  or,  if  he  has  made  them,  who  the  master 
mind  behind  him  is.  Councilor  Dowd  says  that 
he  knows  this  man — and  I  refer  to  Sheriff  Keliher  — 
has  not  been  a  well  man,  and  to  those  of  us  who 
knew  him  in  the  days  when  he  was  around  the 
streets  of  Boston  and  was  actively  campaigning 
and  interested  actively  in  politics,  I  am  certain 
that  these  things  never  would  be  put  over  on  him 
if  he  was  the  Jack  Keliher  of  the  olden  days.  Oh, 
I  can  remember  when  he  stood  up  and  he  was 
the  foremost  character,  when  a  man  who  absolutely 
controlled  two  former  governors  of  this  Common- 
wealth, and  he  refused  to  appoint  his  man  as  a 
court  officer.  I  say  that  then  to  Keliher,  to  his 
everlasting  credit.  And  if  he  was  the  Jack  Keliher 
of  those  days,  perhaps  these  things  would  not 
have  happened.  But  it  comes  back  to  these  men 
who  have  been  running  this  jail  and  trying  to  do 
things.  They  must  face  it.  They  must  come 
out  from  the  rear  now  and  I  wonder  what  the 
district  attorney  was  doing  all  this  time  that  this 
thing  could  happen  and  this  man  get  out  of  the 
jail.  An  investigation  of  the  record  will  show 
that  Mr.  Simpson  completed  a  sentence  of  six 
months  for  firing  a  shot  at  a  police  officer.  The 
record  shows  that  he  was  not  represented  by 
counsel.  This  man  went  into  court  before  Judge 
Gibbs,  and  everybody  knows  the  reputation  of 
Judge  Gibbs  and  they  know  he  is  an  honorable 
man.  I  served  with  him  in  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature.  The  facts  were  perhaps  never  pre- 
sented to  Judge  Gibbs,  for  certainly  he  would 
never  have  given  a  man  six  months  for  firing  a 
shot  at  a  police  officer.  I  do  not  know  whether 
or  not  they  told  him,  but  maybe  the  probation 
department  concealed  the  records.  I  do  not  know 
who  the  assistant  district  attorney  was  who  was 
present  at  that  time.  That  might  be  interesting 
to  know,  and  I  do  not  see  that  the  newspapers 
have  published  that.  I  do  not  know  why  they 
have  not  given  the  name  of  that  assistant  district 
attorney,  and  Simpson  may  have  had  a  lawyer 
who  was  friendly  with  the  politicians  in  the  Court 
House,  and  got  them  to  slip  the  papers  out.  We 
do  not  know  what  tearful  plea  was  made  to  Judge 
Gibbs,  noted  for  his  fairness  and  also  noted  for 
his  intention  to  see  that  the  law  is  properly  en- 
forced, and  that  has  been  his  reputation.  And 
that  is  not  the  first  time,  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Hall 
of  the  Superior  Court,  that  you  have  connived 
at  that  sort  of  thing.  A  man  who  carried  on  an 
illegal  business  in  the  Court  House  for  a  long 
period  of  time,  and  only  when  District  Attorney 
Thomas  C.  O'Brien  got  the  information  from 
George  McCaffrey,  who  passed  away  a  few  days 
ago,  when  the  Federal  authorities  were  about  to 
make  a  raid,  the  writ  was  taken  out  and  publicly 
served  in  the  Court  House.  And  he  then  gave 
his  testimony  to  one  of  the  leading  attorneys  and 
when  the  politicians  tipped  him  off  in  advance  of 
the  raid,  that  the  Federal  authorities  were  going 
to  close  in  on  him,  he  took  it  in  his  own  hands — 
and  I  ask  you,  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Hall  and  Mr. 
Sheriff  Keliher,  did  you  remove  him?  And 
that  was  no  exceptional  case  and  any  man  in 
politics  could  testify  about  such  things,  and 
they  never  get  into  our  Boston  newspapers. 
I  want  to  ask  them  a  question  of  the  investigation 
that  they  make  to  the  appointments  made  by  the 
sheriff  for  court   officers.     Do  they  look  into  the 
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past  records  and  characters,  businesses  that  they 
are  employed  in,  whether  they  are  legal  or  illegal? 
Have  they  any  association  with  racketeers  or 
known  gun  men.  what  protection  do  these  men  give 
the  poor  litigants  when  there  has  been  so  much 
talk  of  jury  fixing?  A  former  court  officer  carried 
on  an  illegal  business  in  the  Court  House  for  a 
long  period  of  time.  It  was  known  by  the  sheriff 
and  at  least  one  of  his  deputies  and  he  refused  to 
act.  The  then  district  attorney,  Thomas  C. 
O'Brien,  investigated,  and  facts  were  got  by  the 
late  George  McCaffrey.  When  the  raid  was 
contemplated  the  liquor  disappeared  and  the 
boxes  were  burnt  in  the  furnace  of  the  Court 
House,  he  was  only  then  removed,  his  headquarters 
were  in  one  of  Boston's  leading  hotels.  The 
police  captain  of  a  neighboring  station  made  the 
arrest  and  the  raid  in  person  to  head  off  the 
Federal  officers.  Only  then  was  he  finally  removed 
when  the  matter  broke  in  the  newspapers.  This 
man  never  rendered  any  political  service  but  his 
appointment  was  dictated  by  one  of  the  editorial 
writers  of  a  Boston  newspaper.  For  the  past 
eight  years  he  made  some  questionable  appoint- 
ments. The  escape  of  this  man  Simpson  stands 
out  as  one  of  the  foulest  things  in  this  adminis- 
tration of  the  Suffolk  County  Jail.  It  has  been  a 
known  fact  that  he  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  in 
the  West  End  of  Boston  almost  within  a  stone's 
throw  of  the  Suffolk  County  Jail.  This  man 
would  never  have  been  apprehended  if  he  had 
not  made  the  mistake  of  driving  through  a  red 
light  and  two  young  and  newly  appointed  police 
officers  were  on  the  job,  and  what  makes  the 
matter  worse  is  that  he  has  New  York  number 
plates.  Another  matter  which  is  very  interesting 
in  this  case  to  the  people  of  Boston  is  if  there  had 
been  a  police  officer  patroling  the  streets  of  the 
district  and  not  loafing  around  in  police  cars 
perhaps  this  man  might  have  been  apprehended 
sooner.  I  know  of  a  man  who  was  appointed  by 
the  sheriff,  to  my  knowledge,  who  was  driving 
around  for  two  years  with*  number  plates  from 
Washington,  D.  C.  The  politics  of  this  city  have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  racketeers  and  crim- 
inals elected  by  repeaters.  The  District  Attorney 
should  move  at  once,  the  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth should  appoint  an  impartial  committee 
to  get  to  the  bottom  of  the  Criminal  Courts  and 
paroles.  These  are  all  known  facts,  but  the 
newspapers  are  ready  to  criticize  the  New  York 
judges  and  criticize  the  appointment  of  Jimmy 
Walker  recently,  but  they  never  make  any  attempt 
to  criticize  the  actions  of  the  judges  of  our  courts 
here  in  Massachusetts,  and  everybody  knows 
that  for  the  past  six  years  there  have  always 
been  so  many  rumors  that  have  been  ugly  and  bad 
rumors  abroad,  that  have  been  discussed  openly 
by  men  actively  engaged  in  political  affairs  in 
hotel  corridors  and  at  the  State  House  and  in 
City  Hall,  as  to  how  some  of  these  men  have 
obtained  their  appointments,  these  bail  com- 
missioners and  court  officers  and  others,  and  also 
about  the  elements  that  go  around  pleading 
their  cause.  They  are  rumors,  but  they  are 
ugly  rumors.  This  hypocritical  Bar  Association 
should  be  on  the  job  and  should  have  investigated 
the  appointment  of  court  officers.  If  some  of  these 
high-minded  men  who  are  being  led  astray  in  this 
mayoralty  fight,  who  are  being  used  to  indorse  these 
candidates,  it  would  be  far  better  for  us  if  they 
would  forget  about  who  would  be  the  next  Mayor  of 
Boston,  and  do  as  they  did  in  November,  get  to- 
gether on  some  of  the  money  they  are  going  to 
advance  for  the  cause  of  some  of  these  candidates 
that  they  are  using  around  public  investigations 
here  to  such  an  extent  that  the  city  would  be  rid 
of  the  gangsters  who  now  control  these  appoint- 
ments. It  is  a  shame  the  way  matters  are  going 
on  here  in  this  section.  This  man  Simpson  was 
harbored  right  in  the  West  End  of  Boston.  I 
state  now  and  I  stated  some  months  ago,  when  I 
demanded  the  reopening  of  that  police  station, 
that  it  was  a  haven  for  these  people,  and  some 
people  criticized  the  statement.  One  Boston, 
newspaper  editorially  said  that  I  must  have 
known  what  I  was  talking  about.  However,  we 
have  these  cruising  cars,  but  if  the  men  were  on 
their  routes  here,  this  man  would  have  been 
apprehended  long  ago.  But  there  is  another 
ugly  rumor  going  around  that  it  was  known  that 
this  man  was  walking  the  streets,  and  it  is  said, 
although  I  have  no  proof  of  it,  but  I  wish  I  had, 
that  he  was  giving  valuable  information  to  the 
police,  and  it  is  not  the  first  time  that  men  like 
that  have  been  giving  information;  and  this  man 
accidentally  went  that  night  into  the  city  of 
Newton  for  a  joy  ride  with  this  young  girl  that 


he  had  just  met  at  a  place  down  in  the  West  End 
only  a  stone's  throw  from  the  present  station 
house,  which  has  three  or  four  men  all  the  time 
walking  around  the  streets  there,  in  plain  view  of 
everybody  and  never  apprehended.  He  had 
New  York  number  plates.  Oh,  yes,  Mr.  Sheriff, 
I  know  a  man  that  you  appointed  that,  for  two 
years,  rode  around  this  town  with  Washington 
number  plates  on  his  car.  I  do  not  know  why 
he  needed  Washington  number  plates,  but  ap- 
parently he  did.  Now  we  know  that  these  judges 
have  not  investigated  these  appointments,  and 
it  would  be  very  interesting  reading  if  they  had 
an  honest  investigation  to  find  out  how  long  these 
men  were  employed,  what  they  were  employed 
at,  who  their  associates  were,  what  they  did  for 
a  livelihood  and  who  their  sponsors  were  for  the 
positions  they  hold  now.  I  once  protested  to  the 
Chief  Justice  that  appointed  a  lot  of  bail  com- 
missioners, and  I  said,  "If  I  do  not  get  action  I 
will  introduce  a  bill  in  the  Legislature,"  which  I 
did,  to  change  this  law  and  give  this  man  the 
authority  to  appoint  twenty  bail  commissioners, 
when  he  had  200  or  300;  but  they  undertook  to 
change  the  wording  of  my  bill  and  it  now  is  the 
same.  He  named  three  men  from  the  district 
that  I  represent.  At  that  time  Mr.  Justice  Fos- 
dick  wanted  to  proceed  and  we  protested  it  and 
brought  in  the  police  and  then,  under  his  own 
signature,  Senator  Charles  Warren,  who  repre- 
sented Arlington  in  the  Legislature,  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  Legislature  saying,  "Take  it  out  of 
our  hands."  And  it  was  given  over  to  his  hands 
by  a  bill  on  information  given  him,  obviously. 
Then  they  appointed  these  three  men  who  are 
very  distasteful  to  the  people  in  that  district. 
And  it  resulted  in  the  abolition  of  some  300  of 
them,  taking  it  away  from  the  judges  of  the 
Superior  Court  in  the  appointment  of  these  men, 
when  it  should  be  taken  away  from  the  court 
officers.  What  chance  has  anybody  got  with  these 
men  who  dictate  these  appointments?  And  all 
of  us  who  are  in  active  politics  know  that  the 
thing  has  not  been  just  right.  Now  this  last 
affair  cannot  go  unnoticed.  He  has  been  told  and 
warned  repeatedly.  He,  the  Sheriff,  cannot  say 
that  he  was  not  warned.  He  was  warned  a  month 
ago  that  a  certain  appointment  he  was  going  to 
make  would  bring  down  upon  his  head  a  political 
fight,  but  his  friends  decided  that  they  would  go 
through  with  it  and  ride  rough  shod  over  every- 
body. Oh,  I  said  last  Friday  night  addressing 
several  hundred  people  in  this  city,  no  matter 
what  happens,  he  must  face  the  situation  next 
September  when  he  comes  up  for  re-election. 
He  cannot  avoid  it  and  then  see  how  much  bene- 
fit some  of  his  friends  will  be  to  him.  See  what 
excuses  he  will  offer  for  this  terrible  thing  that 
has  taken  place,  that  this  man  was  let  loose. 
There  is  a  rotten  situation  in  this  city.  Four 
years  ago  I  protested  to  the  prosecuting  officer 
of  this  county  against  these  things;  and  what 
good  has  it  done?  They  talk  about  Chicago  and 
they  talk  about  gang  politics  in  Cicero.  I  saw 
evidence  of  it,  myself,  on  four  occasions  during 
the  course  of  the  day,  when  I  had  a  gun  placed 
up  against  my  very  chest  and  I  was  threatened. 
I  saw  police  officers,  in  the  most  cowardly  man- 
ner, run  to  cover,  and  when  I  appealed  to  one 
man  and  said,  "God,"  I  said,  "if  you  have  any 
Irish  blood  in  your  veins,  why  don't  you  shoot?" 
And  he  said,  "I  am  afraid  that  some  night  they 
may  take  me."  That  is  the  situation  today. 
They  run  riot.  Why,  in  the  ward  that  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent,  on  that  very  night,  in 
direct  violation  of  the  law,  for  two  and  one  half 
hours  after  the  hour  had  arrived  for  closing  the 
polls  they  kept  them  open  while  repeater  after 
repeater  went  in,  with  police  officers  looking  on 
and  allowing  it  to  go  on,  when  the  statute  pro- 
vided that  the  polls  should  close  at  eight  o'clock. 
I  had  supervisors  in  there  whom  they  threat- 
ened to  take  out.  Even  the  police  tried  to  take 
them  out.  When  any  supervisor  made  a  chal- 
lenge of  any  vote,  they  tried  to  stop  him.  I 
had  every  vote  that  went  in  there  challenged 
so  that,  in  case  my  election  was  in  doubt,  that 
they  would  be  forced  to  throw  it  into  the 
City  Council  to  decide,  but  I  did  not.  need  to.  I 
won  any  way,  but  I  made  the  issue  then  on  this 
very  situation,  and  I  remember  the  way  John 
Donovan,  who  was  a  court  officer,  urged  a  reply  to 
the  speeches  of  Joe  O'Connell  on  the  gangsters. 
Now  this  man,  I  am  told,  has  had  charge  of  re- 
peaters in  this  city,  going  from  at  least  three  wards 
and  doing  a  notorious  job.  He  was  doing  a  no- 
torious job.  He  must  have  powerful  friends  here. 
There   was   never   any   investigation   made   of   it 
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when  he  walked  out  of  jail.  No  investigation 
was  ever  made  by  the  prosecuting  officer  of  this 
county  or  by  the  Attorney-General  or  by  any 
law-enforcing  officer.  It  has  gone  beyond  them  and 
the  responsibility  lies  now  upon  the  Governor  of 
this  Commonwealth.  He  should  step  in  and,  if 
necessary,  call  an  extraordinary  session  of  the 
Legislature,  or  he  should  appoint  a  committee  of 
reputable  citizens,  men  who  can  be  trusted,  to 
investigate  the  law  enforcement  of  this  county 
and  of  this  Commonwealth.  It  is  his  duty  to  do 
it.  He  is  the  man  upon  whom  rests  this  respon- 
sibility now.  If  the  judges  close  their  eyes  and 
the  prosecuting  officers  of  the  county  close  their 
eyes  and  the  police  close  their  eyes,  then  what  hope 
have  we?  Unless  a  man  has  a  fabulous  sum  of 
money,  unless  he  can  spend  hundreds  or  thousands 
of  dollars,  he  has  no  hope  to  win  an  honest  election 
in  this  city  because  these  men  have  become  bolder 
and  bolder  and  bolder  as  each  day  goes  on.  In 
New  York  by  this  time  a  special  grand  jury  would 
have  been  called  and  an  investigation  would  have 
been  had  of  why  this  man  escaped  from  jail.  I 
can  remember  when  Seavey  was  sheriff  in  this 
county,  when  an  honest,  God-fearing  man  who 
was  just  an  officer  with  a  prisoner  in  the  jail,  lost 
a  prisoner,  who  escaped  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning  and  an  hour  afterward  he  came  to  court. 
He  was  sent  for  and  brought  in  before  the  grand 
jury  that  was  then  in  session.  He  was  indicted 
and  taken  in  the  usual  manner  because  I  saw  it 
myself.  I  was  in  the  corridor  of  the  Court  House 
at  the  time.  In  those  days  I  carried  papers  down 
there,  and  I  saw  that  man  brought  down  there  and 
locked  in  the  cell  himself.  He  was  compelled  to 
hire  counsel  and  spend  money  to  defend  himself. 
The  late  Jesse  Gove  defended  him,  but  he  had  to 
fight  for  his  own  life,  because  they  said  he  neglected 
his  duty.  That  was  not  a  gunman.  That  was 
the  man  allowed  to  be  at  large  in  this  city.  This 
man  is  not  one  that  he  has  got  to  take  up  the 
cudgels  for,  so  that  now  the  fight  is  on.  Dowd's 
order  has  started  something  and  it  must  go  through 
to  the  finish  and  it  behooves  the  papers  of  this 
city  to  take  up  this  case  and  see  that  we  get  proper 
protection  here.  Why,  it  has  become  a  scandal. 
When  we  see  that  the  judges  pass  the  responsi- 
bility and  all  the  law-enforcing  officials  dodge  the 
responsibility  the  Governor  should  take  it  up  and 
we  should  have  an  investigation  such  as  they  had 
in  New  York,  and  everyone  knows  that  the  in- 
vestigation there  resulted  in  the  removal  of  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  and  of  the  mayor  of  the  city 
by  the  then  Governor  of  New  York,  now  President 
of  the  United  States,  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt. 
Think  of  these  gangsters  that  have  been  ruling  in 
this  city  for  the  past  ten  years  where,  in  honor  of 
the  men  who  have  received  promotion  in  public 
office  we  give  banquets,  and  if  you  could  see  some 
of  the  photographs  taken  at  these  banquets  you 
would  recognize  some  of  these  men,  some  of  these 
offenders,  known  bad  characters.  And  that  is 
another  thing  that  has  become  a  public  scandal 
in  this  city  and  should  be  stopped.  I  realize  that 
the  man  that  takes  up  this  fight  and  goes  on  with  it, 
he  is  up  against  it.  I  place  the  most  responsi- 
bility upon  this  Bar  Association.  They  started 
the  investigation  of  the  insurance  frauds  a  few 
years  ago  and  the  jury  fixing  in  this  county  and 
that  investigation  stopped.  Mr.  Homans  passed 
out  of  the  picture  altogether  when  death  took  him 
away. 

Then  a  former  governor  of  this  Commonwealth 
was  very  much  interested  in  seeing  this  investi- 
gation stopped.  They  knew  then  that  there  was 
one  man  who  has  been  pictured  as  a  shining  light 
and  one  who  represents  a  section  in  this  com- 
munity and  one  who  is  supposed  to  represent  all  the 
brains  of  the  community.  It  was  known  then  that 
he  swore  in  that  Court  and  he  committed  open 
perjury;  and  it  is  now  common  talk  that  he  is 
being  considered  for  a  judgeship.  Go  slow. 
Governor  Hurley. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


DUMP  — VICTORY   ROAD. 
Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  foUowing: 
Ordered,    That    the    Health    Commissioner    be 
requested    to    investigate    the    condition    of    the 
dump  on  Victory  road  in  Dorchester  which  is  a 
nuisance  and  health  menace. 

Coun.  McGRATH — Speaking  on  the  order 
regarding  the  dump  on  Victory  road  in  Dor- 
chester, the  contractor  who  dumped  the  ashes  in 


this  particular  place  left  it  in  a  disgraceful  con- 
dition, and  it  is  a  public  nuisance,  so  that  I  asked 
the  Health  Commissioner  to  order  this  contractor 
to  fill  this  place  in  with  some  sort  of  filling,  so 
that  it  will  be  left  in  some  sort  of  condition. 

In  a  residential  section  I-  do  not  think  that  any 
permit  should  have  been  issued  for  a  dump,  in 
the  first  place.  It  is  a  thickly  populated  section 
and  this  man  used  the  land  as  a  dump  for  six 
months  and  left  it  in  the  condition  it  is  now  in, 
and  it  is  a  disgrace. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


WORKMEN'S    INSURANCE   RATES. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  request  the  State  Insurance  Commissioner  to 
investigate  the  rates  of  Workmen's  Compensation 
and  Liability  Insurance. 

Coun.  McGRATH — Speaking  on  the  order 
about  the  Workmen's  Compensation  and  Liability 
Insurance,  I  think  that  anyone  who  has  had 
anything  to  do  with  insurance,  either  as  a  broker 
or  as  a  representative  to  secure  workmen's  com- 
pensation liability  insurance,  will  be  very  familiar 
with  what  I  have  to  say. 

In  the  first  instance,  if  a  man  applied  for  work- 
men's compensation  or  liability  insurance,  the 
rates  are  determined  by  the  insurance  company. 
If  they  say  S500  or  S5.000  a  year,  that  is  the 
figure  that  the  man  must  meet.  A  man  who  has 
seven  or  eight  employees  today,  it  is  necessary 
for  him  to  carry  workmen's  compensation  insur- 
ance, and  the  rates  are  determined  by  these  com- 
panies, as  I  said  before. 

A  few  years  ago  there  was  a  bill  in  the  Legis- 
lature for  the  State  to^et  up  a  fund  for  workmen's 
compensation  insurance.  This  is  the  first  time  in 
my  recollection  of  twenty  years  in  the  business 
of  writing  insurance,  that  any  lobbyist  of  the 
insurance  companies  put  themselves  out  to  visit 
a  broker  and  ask  the  brokers  to  protest  to  their 
senators  and  representatives  regarding  this  fund. 
However,  not  one  of  the  six  who  visited  me  could 
give  me  a  substantial  reason  why  this  fund  should 
not  be  set  up,  with  the  exception  of  some  who 
quoted  figures  for  the  state  of  Ohio. 

They  said  that  the  fund  in  that  state  went  22 
per  cent  above  the  ordinary  insurance  company 
rate.  When  I  gave  them,  in  rebuttal,  the  argu- 
ment that  .suppose  the  state  took  over  the  em- 
ployees of  an  individual  insurance  company  and 
set  them  up  in  the  State  House  to  run  the  insurance 
of  the  state,  the  same  as  they  would  an  ordinary 
company  that  they  worked  for,  why  should  the 
rates  increase?  And  there  was  no  answer  to  that 
argument. 

In  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  many  a 
firm  that  has  gone  out  of  the  business  due  to  the 
fact  that  they  cannot  give  compensation  insurance; 
and  another  thing  to  bear  in  mind,  and  I  think 
we  should  start  right  here,  is  that  the  foreign 
company  will  write  this  insurance,  but  at  a  very 
high  cost. 

Why  should  foreign  companies,  who  have  their 
main  offices  in  other  states,  I  mean  in  other  coun- 
tries, come  into  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  write  the  bulk  of  the  insurance 
business  when  we  have  companies  right  here 
in  the  United  States  and  local  companies  here  in 
this  state,  and  I  can  recall  a  motion  here  in  the 
Council  this  year,  and  when  I  asked,  "What 
company  writes  that  bond?  And  what  company 
writes  that  policy?"  I  found  out  they  were 
foreign  companies. 

Most  of  the  policies  are  written  by  foreign  com- 
panies, companies  whose  main  offices  are  other 
than  in  the  United  States;  and  I  ask  the  State 
Insurance  Commissioner  to  call  a  meeting  and 
ask  them  how  they  determine  their  rates,  and 
their  answer  will  be,  "On  the  pay  roll."  But  if  a 
man  has  one  accident — and  incidentally  I  believe 
the  present  rate  is  a  few  hundred  dollars,  and  if 
you  have  just  a  few  employees  it  is  a  few  hundred 
dollars  and  if  you  have  a  man  that  is  injured 
and  out  of  work  for  two  or  three  weeks,  the  fol- 
lowing year  your  rate  is  increased  tremendously. 

I  say  that  it  is  a  racket  and  that  it  should  be 
stopped. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


AUGUST    30,     1937. 
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HOURS   OF   COUNTY   DEPARTMENTS. 

Coun.  TOBIN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  heads  of  all  county  depart- 
ments be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  continue  the  summer   work  schedule  of  hours 
during  the  months  of  September  and  October. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


STREETS,   WARD    19. 

Coun.  FINLEY,  for  Coun.  Peter  A.  Murray, 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway 
under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of  construction  Sherman 
street,  Ward  19. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out.  under  the  W.  P.  A. 
type  of  construction,  Starr  lane,  Ward  19,  as 
a  public  highway. 

Severally  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 


UNDERPASS,   BROADWAY   STATION. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  securing  the  upper 
level  of  the  Broadway  Tunnel  Station  for  use  as 
an  automobile  underpass. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  took  a  recess  at  3.20  p.  m.  and 
reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  4.30 
p,  m.  and  were  called  to  order  by  Chairman 
GALLAGHER. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive 
Committee,   submitted    the   following: 

1.  Report  on  the  petition  of  Catherine  V. 
Grogan  (referred  today) — recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Retirement  Board  for 
Laborers  be  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to 
retire  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  765  of  the 
Acts  of  1914,  Catherine  V.  Grogan,  employed  as 
matron  in  the  Health  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  the  message  and  order  (referred 
today)  for  the  transfer  of  $10,000  for  the  Employ- 
ment Bureau — recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $5,000  be,  and  hereby 
is,  transferred  from  the  appropriation  for  Reserve 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Municipal  Employ- 
ment Bureau,  to  be  expended  by  said  Bureau 
under  the  direction  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  the 
prosecution  of  its  duties. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  15,  nays  0. 

3.  Report  on  the  message  and  order  (referred 
today)  for  the  transfer  of  $1,315.03  to  the  Statistics 
Department — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  16,  nays  0. 

4.  Report  on  the  message  and  orders  (referred 
today)  for  various  budget  transfers— that  the 
orders  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  orders  passed,  yeas  16,  nays  0. 

5.  Report  on  the  message  and  order  (referred 
today)  for  a  tax  title  loan  of  $14,500  for  the  Park 
Department — that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  read  once  and  passed, 
yeas  16,  nays  0. 

6.  Report  on  the  message  and  order  (referred 
today)  for  a  tax  title  loan  of  $500,000  to  meet 
outstanding  revenue  loans — that  the  order  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  read  once  and  passed, 
yeas  15,  nays — Coun.  Wilson — 1. 

7.  Report  on  the  message  and  order  (referred 
August   9)    for   the  transfer   of   $65,000   from   tho 


Reserve  Fund  to  the  Contingent  Fund — that  the 
order  ought  not  to  pass,  without  prejudice. 

The   report    of    the    committee    was    accepted. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  DOWD  it  was  voted  to 
reduce  the  amount  to  $15,000. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  that  is  the 
third  time  that  order  has  been  introduced,  and  I 
believe  that  information  the  Council  is  entitled 
to  before  we  vote  affirmatively  on  the  requested 
transfer  involving  the  Law  Department.  I  under- 
stand that  the  information  has  gone  through 
from  the  Auditing  Department  to  the  office  of 
the  Mayor,  and  if  there  is  any  real  emergency  in 
the  order  we  had  before  us  in  the  Executive 
Committee  today,  I  would  assume  that  the  same 
emergency  would  suggest  early  response  to  this 
third  form  of  the  same  order. 

The  order,  as  amended,  was  passed,  yeas  16, 
nays  0. 


REPAYING    MITCHELL   STREET. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That     the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works     be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  repave  with  smooth  pavement  Mitchell 
street.  Ward  7. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


PLAYGROUND,  WARD   9. 

Coun.  HARRIS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Park    Commission    be   re- 
quested,  through   his   Honor  the  Mayor,   to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  establishing  a  playground 
•on  the  property  owned  by  the  City  of  Boston  at 
Shawmut  avenue  and  Camden  street,  Ward  9. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


SIDEWALK,    NORFOLK    STREET. 

Coun.  HARRIS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Norfolk  street, 
Ward  9,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  granolithic,  with  granite  edge- 
stones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the 
Special  Acts  of   1917. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


REPORT   ON   LAW    DEPARTMENT 
EXPENSES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  30,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from 
the  City  Auditor  relative  to  your  order  of  July  26, 
1937,  concerning  expenditures  by  the  Law  De- 
partment charged  against  the  Reserve  or  Con- 
tingent Funds,  and  Special  Authorizations  voted 
by  the  City  Council. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Annexed  to  the  message  was  the  following: 
(P.  S.  This  report  has  just  reached  my  office, 
about  4.30  p.  m.,  August  30,  1937.  I  have  not 
had  time  to  read  or  verify  it  but  am  sending  it  as 
it  is,  as  I  understand  the  Council  desires  it  at 
once. 

Frederick  VV.  Manbi-ield,  Mayor.) 


City  of  Boston, 
Auditing  Department,  August  30,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir. — I  submit  in  respnse  to  the  attached 
Council  order  information  concerning  expenditures 
by    the    Law    Department    charged    against    the 
Reserve  or  Contingent  Funds,  and  Special  Authori- 
zations voted  by  the  City  Council. 
Respectfully, 

Charles  J.   Fox, 

City  Auditor. 
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Expenses  of  Law  Department  outside  of  its  official  budget: 

Abatement  service  experts 

Legal  expenses,  experts,  etc 

Land  Court,  tax  lien  foreclosures 

Examination  of  titles  to  property 


Allocation  of  expenses: 

To  Reserve  or  Contingent  Fund. 
To  Special  Authorizations 


1936. 

S36.144  00 

52,877  47 

31,677  70 

8,445  45 


1937  (7  Months) . 

511,635  00 

26,569  28 

7,732  20 

4,791   45 


Lists  of  experts  retained  by  Law  Department: 
Abatement  Service  Experts: 

Edward  F.  Cassell 

James  F.  Fitzgerald 

,T.  P.  O'Hearn 

Henry  C.  Mildram 


Medical  Inspections: 

Harry  Belin 

John  G.  Breslin 

William  J.  Donovan 

E.  F.  Murphy 

Morris  A.  Silberg 

Barnet  A.  Udelson 

Harry  A.  Sabitz 

George  J.  Orlinsky. 

George  Robbins 

Nicholas  J.  King 

John  W.  Lane 

Joseph  Laserson 

Lawrence  J.  Louis.  . 

Joseph  H.  McLaughlin 

Ben  Berkowitz 

William  H.  Blanchard 

Julius  W.  Cohen 

John  S.  Hodgson 

J.  Stewart 

P.  F.  Butler 

St.  Elizabeth's  Hospital 

Peter  Bent  Brigham  Hospital. 
David  D.  Scannell 


Medical  Testimony: 

Joseph  H.  McLaughlin. 

Harry  Belin 

William  H.  Blanchard. . 

John  G.  Breslin 

William  J.  Donovan. . . 

John  L.  Flynn 

John  W.  Lane 

Barnet  A.  Udelson 

Morris  A.  Silberg 

E.  F.  Murphy 

P.  F.  Butler 

J.  W.  Cohen 

Joseph  Laserson 

George  Robbins 

George  H.  Schwarts. . . . 

M.  H.  Spellman 

G.  A.  Orlinsky 

H.  A.  Sabitz 

Lewis  P.  Felch 

John  F.  Hodgson 

William  E.  Brown 

Joseph  Gitter 

M.  J.  King 

Walter  S.  Levenson. . . . 

S.  F.Arnold 

L.  D.  Jacobs 

R.  J.  Joplin 

J.  T.  Tromand 

John  B.  Vernalgia 

E.  J.  Louis 

C.  F.  Maraldi 

P.  J.  McManus 

Ben  Berkowitz 

Carl  C.  Corson 

Carl  C.  Corson 


Title  Examinations: 

Ralph  S.  Bernard 

Andrew  J.  MacDonnell. 

Harry  Feldman 

Louis  Novins 

Marie  L.  Reynolds 

Zangwill  Sher 

J.  D.  Sutherland 

Henry  S.  Silk 


8129,144 

62 

850,727  93 

SI  16,440 

42 

844,797  93 

12,704 

20 

5,930  00 

$129,144 

62 

$50,727  93 

832,195  00 

$10,700  00 

3,330 

00 

900  00 

364 

00 

— 

255 

00 

35  00 

836,144 

00 

811,635  00 

S730 

00 

S230  00 

1,010 

00 

475  00 

420 

00 

170  00 

3,855 

00 

10  00 

670 

00 

210  00 

315 

00 

160  00 

305 

00 

85  00 

295 

00 

— 

890 

00 

390  00 

95 

00 

95  00 

800 

00 

155  00 

310 

00 

90  00 

510 

00 

355  00 

595 

00 

355  00 

170 

00 

60  00 

700 

00 

3S0  00 

110 

00 

— 

25 

00 

50  00 

25 

00 

5  00 

10 

00 

— 

2 

00 

— 

2 

00 

— 

40  00 

S11.S44 

00 

$3,315  00 

8425 

00 

$150  00 

275 

00 

300  00 

775 

00 

525  00 

S75 

00 

675  00 

50 

00 

75  00 

175 

00 

— 

175 

00 

50  00 

400 

00 

50  00 

400 

00 

175  00 

1,525 

00 

— 

50 

00 

150  00 

25 

00 

— 

50 

00 

— 

225 

00 

200  00 

125 

00 

— 

100 

00 

— 

150 

00 

50  00 

50 

00 

— 

150 

00 

50  00 

100 

00 

— 

25 

00 

— 

50 

00 

— 

150 

00 

25  00 

150 

00 

— 

50 

00 

100  00 

50 

00 

— 

25 

00 

— 

10 

00 

— 

50 

00 

— 

25  00 

50  00 

50  00 

25  00 

100  00 

100  00 

86,660 

00 

S2.S25  00 

$490  00 

S3 12  50 

1.S6S  50 

1,197  50 

9S5  00 

565  00 

25  00 

— 

685  00 

245  00 

150  00 

— 

575  00 

— 

150  00 

— 
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Edward  P.  O'Connell. 
Anna  D.  Mclnerney. . 
Edward  A.  Gorman. . . 

Israel  Grossman 

Gertrude  W.  Halpern. 

Sara  E.  Fay 

Harold  D.  Hay  den 

Elizabeth  McCarthy. . 

Grace  F.  King 

Vito  Mirabile 

Louise  M.  Bloomberg. 
Theodore  F.  Alcarez. . 

Walter  Foster 

L.  C.  MacGuinnes . . . . 

Frank  .1.  Ready 

H.  Leventhal 

C.  E.  Frazier,  Jr 

R.  H.  Robb 

Morris  Gorman 

M.  R.  Pike 


Miscellaneous: 

Robert  G.  Dodge 

Richard  D.  Seamans,  C.  P.  A 

George  H.  Farnum 

Harold  D.  Hayden 

F.  E.  Sherry 

Crandall  Dry  Dock  Engineering  Company . 

C.  T.  Mains 

Metcalf  &  Eddy 


Placed  on  rile. 


$562  50 

$287  50 

345  00 

62  00 

125  00 

— 

475  00 

75  00 

300  00 

— 

275  00 

— 

145  00 

— 

116  00 

65  00 

500  00 

312  50 

25  00 

— 

43  45 

400  00 

37  50 

425  00 

25  00 

275  00 

35  00 

— 

40  00 

— 

— - 

50  00 

— 

49  50 

— 

25  00 

— 

424  00 

— 

20  95 

$7,977  95 

$4,791  45 

$5,124  09 

1,459  50 

— 

2,685  72 

— 

700  00 

$2,030  00 

— 

3,900  00 

— 

1,200  00 

— 

136  00 

694  45 

— 

$10,663  76 

$7,266  00 

RESURFACING     WARD     10     STREETS. 
Coun.  DOHERTY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his '  Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  with    smooth    paving,   Delle 
avenue,  Ward  10. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  Hillside 
street,  Ward  10. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 


-  DISAPPROVAL  OF  P.   W.  A.   TERMS. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  go  on 
record  as  not  favoring  the  newly  amended  terms 
and  conditions  of  P.  W.  A.  contracts,  as  issued  by 
Harold  L.  Iekes,  National  P.  W.  A.  Administrator, 
whereby  closed  shop  conditions  with  union  labor 
performing  all  the  work  will  be  permitted  on 
P.  W.  A.  contracts  when  so  desired  by  the  contrac- 
tor and  where  the  unions  are  able  to  supply  all 
the  labor  needed  within  forty-eight  hours. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  this  order 
was  arranged  to  register  disapproval  of  the  policy 
as  outlined  by  the  National  Public  Works  Admin- 
istrator, whereby  unions,  as  the  motion  reads,  can 
furnish  the  complete  personnel  of  any  P.  W.  A. 
job.  Originally  it  was  required  that  at  least  90 
per  cent  of  the  labor  on  P.  W.  A.  projects  should 
be  from  public  relief  rolls,  but  that  percentage  has 
been  lowered  to  50  per  cent. 

In  other  words,  this  ruling  by  the  National 
Relief  Administrator  as  to  the  union  labor  on 
these  jobs  is  in  direct  conflict  with  the  rules  that 
were  formerly  established. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 


CONDITIONS  AT  DEWEY  BEACH. 
Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  include, 
when  making  up  his  budget  for  the  year  1938, 
an  allowance  for  the  purpose  of  analyzing  and 
correcting  the  lamentable  bathing  conditions  and 
facilities  now  existing  at  Dewey  Beach  with  spe- 
cial consideration  for  a  plan  to  prevent  the  sand 
placed  on  the  beach  from  being  washed  away  by 
the  tides. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 

FIRE  HAZARDS   IN   CHARLESTOWN. 
Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  submitting  to  the 
Fire  Commissioner  the  following  locations  to  be 
investigated  as  to  fire  hazards:. 


5  Cottage  street,  46  Cottage  street,  44  Cottage 
street,  42  Cottage  street,  40  Cottage  street,  34 
Cottage  street,  barn  at  corner  of  Cottage  and 
Medford  streets,  48  Polk  street,  91  Elm  street, 
93  Elm  street,  95  Elm  street,  47  Monument  street, 
34  St.  Martin  street,  36  St.  Martin  street,  38  St. 
Martin  street,  2,  3,  4  Bellows  place,  6  Marshall 
place,  3,  4,  5  Neal  court,  1,  4  Short  Street  place, 
36  Dunstable  street,  7  Frothingham  avenue,  21 
Sullivan  street,  2,  3  Badger  place,  3  Trenton  street, 
23  Jefferson  avenue,  63  Bartlett  street,  16  Bartlett 
street,  11  Lexington  avenue,  18  Ferrin  street, 
34  Ferrin  street,  44  Ferrin  street,  36  Russell  street, 
1,  2  Russell  place,  7  Forest  place,  33  Auburn 
street,  31  Auburn  street,  5  Oak  avenue,  22  Walker 
avenue,  36  Russell  street,  2  Chauncey  place, 
5  Tremont  place,  7  Tremont  place,  5  Essex  street, 
11  Lyndeboro'  street,  corner  of  Lyndeboro'  and 
Middlesex  streets,  173  Rutherford  avenue,  37 
Moulton  street,  39  Moulton  street,  41  and  43 
Moulton  street,  barn  on  Edwards  street,  66  and 
68  School  street,  25  Monument  street,  294  and  296 
Main  street. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  submit  the  following  list  of  locations  to  Mr. 
John  Carroll,  chairman  of  the  State  Board  of 
Housing,  with  the  view  of  eliminating  them  as 
undesirable  dwellings  and  a  fire  menace: 

5  Cottage  street,  46  Cottage  street,  44  Cottage 
street,  42  Cottage  street,  40  Cottage  street,  34 
Cottage  street,  barn  at  corner  of  Cottage  and 
Medford  streets,  48  Polk  street,  91  Elm  street, 
93  Elm  street,  95  Elm  street,  47  Monument  street, 
34  St.  Martin  street,  36  St.  Martin  street,  38  St. 
Martin  street,  2,  3,  4  Bellows  place,  6  Marshall 
place,  3,  4,  5  Neal  court,  1,  4  Short  Street  place, 
36  Dunstable  street.  7  Frothingham  avenue,  21 
Sullivan  street,  2,  3  Badger  place,  3  Trenton  street, 
23  Jefferson  avenue,  63  Bartlett  street,  16  Bartlett 
street,  11  Lexington  avenue,  18  Ferrin  street, 
34  Ferrin  street,  44  Ferrin  street,  36  Russell  street, 
1,  2  Russell  place.  7  Forest  place,  33  Auburn 
street,  31  Auburn  street,  5  Oak  avenue,  22  Walker 
avenue,  36  Hussell  street,  2  Chauncey  place 
5  Tremont  place,  7  Tremont  place,  5  Essex  street, 
!  1  Lyndeboro'  street,  corner  Lyndeboro'  and 
Middlesex  streets,  173  Rutherford  avenue,  37 
Moulton  street,  39  Moulton  street,  41  and  43 
Moulton  street,  barn  on  Edwards  street,  66  and 
68  School  street,  25  Monument  street,  294  and  296 
Main  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 


RESURFACING     CHELSKA     BRIDGE. 
Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of     Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
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to  resurface  with  smooth  paving  (completely 
covering  the  car  tracks  no  longer  in  use)  the  entire 
street  between  the  Chelsea  North  Draw  and  the 
Chelsea  South  Draw  and  thereby  lessen  the  num- 
ber of  automobile  accidents  caused  by  cars  skid- 
ding on  the  car  tracks  on  this  highway. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 


FENCE,   CHELSEA   BRIDGE. 

Coun  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
erect  a  safety  fence  along  the  highway  extending 
between  the  Chelsea  North  Bridge  and  the  Chelsea 
South  Bridge  which  will  eliminate  a  large  number 
of  fatal  accidents  caused  by  cars  skidding  on  this 
highway  and  breaking  through  the  fence  to  fall 
35  or  40  feet. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 


FENCE,    PRISON   POINT   BRIDGE. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested  to  confer  with  the  Metro- 
politan District  Commission,  if  that  body  has  any 
jurisdiction,  and  the  Bridge  Division  of  the  City 
of  Cambridge,  if  that  department  has  any  juris- 
diction, relative  to  the  erection  of  a  safety  fence 
to  extend  the  entire  length  of  the  Prison  Point 
Bridge  in  Charlestown,  in  order  that  the  number 
of  appalling  accidents  resulting  in  numerous 
deaths  caused  by  cars  going  through  the  present 
wooden  structure,  be  eliminated  by  the  erection 
of   this  safety    fence. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 


WARD    14   STREETS. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That     the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his     Honor    the 
Mayor,   to  resurface  with  smooth  paving,   Brad- 
shaw  street,  Ward  14. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  Gleason 
street,  Ward  14. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  Fowler 
street,  Ward  14. 


FENCE,   SCARBORO   POND. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  completely  fencing  Scar- 
boro  Pond,  located  in  Franklin  Park,  as  a  pre- 
ventative measure  to  forestall  any  further  fatalities 
which  might  occur  in  future  years  to  unattended 
children  who  are  attracted  to  this  pond. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG— Mr.  President,  just  a 
word  in  respect  to  this  last  order.  Lately  a 
youngster  lost  his  life  by  drowning  in  the  Scar- 
boro  Pond  at  Franklin  Park.  Somehow  or  other, 
this  pond  has  been  a  danger  and  a  menace  to 
the  youngsters  who  have  gone  to  the  park  unes- 
corted. In  five  years,  it  has  been  called  to  my 
attention,  that  youngsters  have  lost  their  lives, 
and  I  say  that  precautionary  measures  should 
be  taken,  either  by  fencing  in  this  pond  or  some- 
thing else,  in  order  to  enclose  it  so  that,  in  the 
future  years,  youngsters  will  not  lose  their  lives 
by  drowning  in  this  pond. 

I  understand  there  is  quicksand  there  or  some- 
thing of  that  sort,  and  when  a  child  goes  down 
there,  they  disappear  from  sight,  and  I  believe  the 
passing  of  this  order  should  go  a  long  way  in 
helping  the  children. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 


KIND    OF   MILK. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Welfare  Department,  through 
his    Honor    the   Mayor,    be   requested    to   supply 


fresh  milk  to  needy  families  on  the  welfare  rolls 
in  lieu  of  skimmed  milk  in  powder  form  which 
has  been  supplied  in   packages. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  while  I  have 
been  strongly  opposed  to  the  waste  in  welfare 
money,  I  certainly  am  in  favor  of  the  proper  use 
of  the  money  of  the  taxpayers  for  the  support 
and  maintenance  of  the  poor  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  I  believe  that  if  there  is  one  item  that  the 
poor  children  are  entitled  to,  it  is  fresh  milk, 
whether  it  is  in  the  schools  or  in  their  homes, 
and  certainly,  no  matter  how  sanitary  or  excellent 
the  powdered  form  of  milk  may  be,  I  believe  that 
any  growing  child  in  the  City  of  Boston  is  entitled 
to  milk  in  its  ordinary  form. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PORT   SURVEY. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Port  Authority  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  retain 
so  far  as  it  is  possible,  the  services  of  consulting 
engineers  in  business  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  introduced 
that  order  in  view  of  a  statement  in  a  local  paper 
recently  to  the  effect  that  the  Boston  Port 
Authority,  in  their  campaign  to  boost  the  business 
of  the  port,  has  engaged  Coverdale  and  Colpitts 
of  New  York,  as  consulting  engineers  to  survey 
passenger  traffic  at  the  Port  of  Boston,  and  labor- 
ing under  the  impression — as  I  am  sure  most  of 
the  members  of  the  City  Council  also  do — that 
there  must  be  Boston  engineering  firms  fully  as 
competent  to  take  care  of  any  survey  such  as  this. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 


TRAFFIC    LIGHTS. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  provide  for  a  transfer  of  S25.000  from  Sales  of 
City  Property  to  assure  installation  of  needed 
traffic  signal  lights  at  dangerous  intersections, 
including  the  intersection  of  Washington  street 
and  the  Southern  Artery  in  Dorchester,  and  the 
intersection  of  Parker  and  Ruggles  streets. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  through  the 
information  we  received  in  Executive  Committee, 
it  is  perfectly  obvious  that  the  Mayor  cannot  veto 
that  particular  order  as  he  has  vetoed  earlier 
orders  which  were  loan  orders,  to  the  effect  that 
light,  even  for  the  most  dangerous  intersection  of 
the  city,  cannot  be  put  through  without  adding 
ten  per  cent  in  the  form  of  an  appropriation  from 
taxes. 

That  particular  order  can  be  approved  by  the 
Mayor  as  a  simple  transfer  from  the  sale  of  city 
properties,  thereby  insuring  traffic  signal  lights  at 
dangerous  intersections  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
which  are  far  more  dangerous  than  the  intersections 
referred  to  by  Councilor  Fitzgerald  in  the  Back 
Bay,  which  are  wholly  for  matter  of  convenience, 
and  not  for  the  safety  of  the  public. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 


INFORMATION    FOR    LAW    DEPARTMENT 
EXPENSES. 
Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That  the  City  Auditor  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise  the  City 
Council   promptly,    first   for   the   year    1936,    and 
secondly   for    the   year    1937,    the   total   amounts 
spent    by    the    Law    Department    outside    of    its 
official  budget: 

1.  For  abatement  service  experts. 

2.  Legal  expenses,  experts,  etc. 

3.  Land  Court  tax  lien  foreclosures. 

4.  Examination  of  titles  to  property,  and  for 
each  item  specify  the  amount  spent  out  of  transfers 
from  Reserve  Fund  or  Contingent  Fund,  and  the 
amount  spent  by  special  authorizations,  and  also 
list  the  names  of  the  persons  receiving  such  sums, 
and  the  total  amount  paid  each  person  each  year. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 


NEXT   MEETING. 
Coun.  ROSENBERG— Mr.  President,   I  move 
that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  three 
weeks  from  today. 
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Coun.  GALLAGHER — Coun.  Rosenberg  moves 
that  when  we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  three 
weeks  from  today 

Coun.  WILSON — On  that  motion  I  ask  for  a 
roll  call,  Mr.  President. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  is  there  any 
reason  why  Councilor  Rosenberg  should  ask  for  an 
adjournment  of  three  weeks? 

Coun.  ROSENBERG— Well,  if  there  is  no 
objection. 

Coun.  DOWD — I  move  that  it  be  amended  to 
two  weeks. 

The  motion  that  when  the  Council  adjourn  it 
be  for  two  weeks  was  carried. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  INVESTIGATING 
TAX   CONVEYANCERS   TITLES. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  have  a 
report  for  the  special  committee  on  the  question 
of  abatement  of  the  Conveyancers  Title  Insurance 
and  Mortgage  Company.  There  is  no  need  to 
read  it  unless  it  is  so  requested. 
The  report  was  as  follows: 

On  June  18,  1937,  the  following  order  was  offered 
by  Coun.  Dowd. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be 
appointed  to  investigate  abatements  now  pending 
before  the  Board  of  Assessors  for  the  Conveyancers 
Title  Insurance  and  Mortgage  Company,  and  to 
report  to  the  City  Council  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  President  of  the  Council  thereupon  appointed 
Coun.  Wilson.  Kerrigan,  Dowd,  Peter  A.  Murray 
and  Agnew  to  serve  on  the  special  committee. 

The  following  orders  were  also  passed  on  June 
18: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  forward  to  the  City  Council 
a  list  of  the  408  parcels  of  property  under  considera- 
tion by  them  in  which  the  Conveyancers  Title 
Insurance  and  Mortgage  Company  or  their  hold- 
ing companies  are  interested,  with  the  assessed 
value  of  each  parcel. 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  the 
Board  of  Assessors  consider  the  matter  of  granting 
no  abatements  on  the  property  of  the  Convey- 
ancers Title  Insurance  and  Mortgage  Company 
until  a  special  committee  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  has  filed  their  report. 

The  requested  list  of  parcels  not  having  been 
received  during  the  next  ten  days,  the  committee 
on  June  28,  in  writing,  requested  the  list  of  408 
parcels  of  property,  together  with  the  assessed 
value  of  each  parcel,  not  later  than  June  30.  On 
June  29  the  committee,  in  writing,  also  requested 
of  the  Board  advices  as  to  the  amount  of  earlier 
abatements  already  allowed  by  the  Board  for  the 
same  years  on  the  parcels  now  in  issue.  On  July 
15  the  committee  communicated  with  the  Board 
of  Assessors  in  writing  as  follows:  "At  your 
convenience,  the  Special  City  Council  Committee 
in  the  matter  of  pending  abatements  involving 
the  Conveyancers  Title  Insurance  and  Mortgage 
Company  would  appreciate  the  following  informa- 
tion, all  of  which  the  committee  assumes  will  be 
available  incident  to  the  careful  survey  now  being 
completed  by  your  department:  (1)  a  list  of 
these  cases,  included  among  the  408  parcels, 
which  are  owned  outright  by  the  Conveyancers 
Company  or  by  Realty,  Inc.,  following  foreclosure 
or  otherwise;  (2)  a  list  of  the  cases  not  owned 
outright  by  the  Conveyancers  Company  or  by 
Realty,  Inc.,  but  in  possession  because  of  default; 
(3)  a  list  of  the  cases  not  in  mortgage  default  and 
still  in  the  possession  of  the  equity  owner;  (4)  a 
list  of  those  cases  which  have  failed  to  earn  taxes, 
before  payment  of  mortgage  interest;  (5)  a  list  of 
those  cases  which  have  party  receipt  mortgages- 
giving  in  each  case  the  amount  of  money  held  in 
reserve,  as  per  books  of  the  Conveyancers  Com- 
pany." The  above  information  has  not  yet  been 
furnished  to  your  committee.  From  the  hearings 
held  bv  your  committee,  it  would  appear  that  the 
letter, 'submitted  to  the  Board  of  Assessors  by 
J.  J.  Mulhern  as  receiver,  offered  $316,750  in  full 
settlement  of  all  outstanding  taxes,  including 
costs  and  interest  to  date.  This  letter  stated  the 
amount  of  outstanding  taxes  for  the  years  1933  to 
1936,  inclusive,  "on  over  400  parcels"  to  be 
$585,648.97,  divided  as  follows:  $54,103.65  for 
1933,  $94,008.26  for  1934,  $156,459.54  for  1935, 
and  $281,077.52  for  1936.  The  entire  amount, 
including  interest  and  costs,  appears  to  have  been 
$665,831.     There  was  no  statement  in   the  letter 


from  the  receiver  as  to  the  amount  of  cash  on 
hand,  but  Mr.  Kelly's  recollection  is  that  the  re- 
ceivers stated  orally  on  several  occasions  that 
they  had  available  "only  $50,000  to  $60,000  in 
cash."  Your  committee  was  informed  that  the 
transaction  involves  probably  the  largest  abate- 
ment request  ever  before  the  Board  of  Assessors 
of  the  City  of  Boston  for  consideration.  It  was 
further  stated  that  the  required  authorization  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Corporations  was  obtained 
prior  to  the  Board  itself  making  any  detailed 
examinations  of  the  various  properties,  and  solely 
as  the  result  of  a  five-minute  conference  with  the 
commissioner  on  the  general  question  of  his 
policy  relating  to  taxes  due  on  properties  of  corpo- 
rations in  liquidation.  The  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Assessors  assured  the  committee  that  a  detailed 
study  and  analysis  of  each  of  the  408  parcels 
should  be  made,  and  would  be  made,  before 
agreement  on  any  settlement  basis  whatever, 
— and  with  each  piece  to  be  considered  on  its 
own  merits.  He  admitted  that  the  fact  some 
$107,000  is  due  in  taxes  on  properties  as  to  which 
only  the  1936  taxes  remain  unpaid,  would  suggest 
that  such  properties  are  not  in  distress,  but 
have  apparently  been  making  enough  to  carry 
themselves.  He  admitted  that  in  cases  where 
mortgage  interest  is  being  paid  out  of  income 
received  from  the  property,  it  would  indicate 
that  the  property  was  worth  at  least  the  face  of 
such  mortgage.  Mr.  Kelly  agreed  that  before  any 
settlement  basis  was  agreed  upon  the  Board 
would,  by  careful  check-up,  ascertain  exactly 
how  many  of  the  408  parcels  were  alleged  to  be 
in  distress,  viz.,  actually  foreclosed  or  in  posses- 
sion,— as  such  information  would  be  "very  im- 
portant." He  also  planned  to  obtain  an  operating 
statement  on  each  parcel  so  that  income  might 
be  capitalized  as  one  basis  for  reaching  a  fair 
market  valuation,  and  he  agreed  that  for  proper 
valuation  it  would  be  important  to  consider  both 
the  gross  and  net  income  from  each  parcel.  He 
agreed  it  was  also  important  to  verify  how  many 
of  the  properties  were  so-called  "mortgage  receipt" 
cases,  as  to  which  money  reserved  out  of  past 
annual  income  should  have  been  segregated  for 
tax  payments  to  the  city  and  not  mingled  with 
other  funds  of  the  Conveyancers  Company,  or 
used  for  other  purposes.  He  agreed  that  the 
fact  that  the  right  to  further  abatement  had 
been  lost  should  be  taken  into  consideration, 
and  he  agreed  that  the  Board  would,  of  course, 
verify  in  how  many  of  the  408  cases  the  petitioner 
had  preserved  its  rights  through  timely  filing  of 
claim  with  the  Board  of  Appeals.  Mr.  Kelly 
agreed  that  the  only  present  basis  for  any  compro- 
mise whatever  would  be  distress  or  inability  to 
pay.  Testimony  before  your  committee  appeared 
to  show  that  the  Conveyancers  and  its  subsidiary, 
Realty,  Inc.,  have  some  710  parcels,  with  the 
suggested  compromise  offer  of  $316,750  affect- 
ing the  overdue  taxes  on  only  408  parcels.  As 
to  some  302  properties,  taxes  have  apparently 
either  been  paid  through  1936,  or  no  present 
abatement  request  made.  We  have  the  right 
to  assume  that,  of  course,  the  .Board  of  Assessors 
is  not  permitting  a  settlement  payment  involving 
408  parcels,  unless  taxes  through  1936  have 
been  paid  on  the  other  302  parcels  in  the  City 
of  Boston  also  owned  or  controlled  by  the  same 
petitioner.  The  committee  was  informed  that 
one  valuable  parcel  not  included  in  the  pro- 
posed settlement  list  is  the  Perkins  Manor  in 
Jamaica  Plain,  a  property  mortgaged  to  the 
Conveyancers  for  $365,000,  but  now  assessed 
for  only  $363,800, — with  annual  rentals  of  over 
$60,000,  showing  in  1935  an  operating  profit 
of  over  $18,000  after  payment  of  taxes,  and 
despite  a  charge  of  $7,700  for  repairs,  and  pay- 
ment of  insurance  premium  for  a  three-year 
period.  Your  committee  was  advised  that  out 
of  over  700  parcels  owned,  a  total  of  392  proper- 
ties were  financed  through  the  medium  of  so- 
called  "mortgage  receipt  holders."  In  such 
cases,  with  the  company  holding  the  actual 
mortgage  itself,  a  number  of  investors  hold  so-called 
"mortgage  receipts,"  the  terms  of  which  provide 
that  out  of  current  annual  income  the  money 
necessary  for  taxes  shall  be  laid  aside  and  segre- 
gated for  that  sole  purpose  in  a  separate  account 
not  to  be  mingled  with  any  other  funds  of  the 
corporation.  Some  209  properties  are  sup- 
posedly mortgaged  to  the  company,  with  the 
actual  money  for  financing  having  been  advanced 
by  so-called  "certificate  holders."  Such  proper- 
ties are  covered  by  a  blanket  mortgage  on  several 
properties,  so  that  each  "certificate  holder"  has 
an  interest  in  an  entire  group  of  properties.     Your 


350 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


committee  was  advised  that  out  of  some  710 
parcels  owned  or  controlled  by  the  petitioners, — 
on  408  of  which  the  settlement  offer  has  been 
made  by  the  receivers, — only  255  were  actually 
foreclosed  or  in  possession,  some  225  were  bad 
mortgages  but  were  not  in  possession  or  fore- 
closed, and  at  least  225  are  still  in  good  standing. 
In  many  instances  the  Conveyancers  Company 
have  ownership  or  control  of  both  the  title  and 
the  mortgage.  Despite  the  claim  made  by  the 
receiver  that  many  of  the  properties  of  the  con- 
cern are  in  "sections  with  constantly  declining 
values,  due  to  conditions  other  than  the  depres- 
sion," especially  in  the  "West  End,  North  End 
and  South  End,  where  there  are  many  vacancies 
and  little,  if  any,  income,"  it  was  brought  out 
in  the  hearings  that  during  1936  the  Conveyancers 
successfully  sold  fourteen  properties,  most  of  which 
were  in  the  very  sections  above  referred  to,  at 
a  net  profit  of  $18,326.11.  The  sale  of  eleven 
properties,  viz.,  342  and  344  North  street,  200 
and  202  Chambers  street,  64  Rosseter  street, 
47  North  Washington  street,  119  St.  Botolph 
street,  245  and  247  Humboldt  avenue,  20  Sheafe 
street,  804  Tremont  street,  24  Lowell  street,  50 
Lowell  street  and  130  and  132  Brighton  street, 
showed  a  profit  of  $18,420.09.  The  sale  of  three 
other  properties,  viz.,  3  Oswego  street,  24  Genesee 
street,  and  120  Olney  street,  showed  a  loss  of  only 
$93.98.  Some  typical  cases  among  the  408  parcels 
included  in  the  settlement  proposed  by  the  re- 
ceivers may  be  referred  to.  Property  at  29 
Commonwealth  avenue,  mortgaged  for  $300,000, 
was  assessed  in  1935  and  1936  at  $225,000,  de- 
spite a  reported  gross  rental  in  1935  just  short  of 
$40,000,  and  a  net  income  of  $11,000  even  after 
charging  $5,865  to  repairs.  Property  at  1019-1023 
Commonwealth  avenue  was  mortgaged  for 
$150,000  and  assessed  in  1935  and  1936  at 
$135,000,  with  a  gross  rental  of  $6,250.  Number 
1039-1045  Commonwealth  avenue,  some  fifteen 
vears  old,  and  mortgaged  for  $67,500,  was  reduced 
in  valuation  from  $90,000  in  1933  to  $75,000  in 
1935,  with  an  annual  rental  of  $7,600  in  1935  and  a 
net  return  of  $4,000.  Property  at  81  Beacon 
street,  mortgaged  for  $340,000,  was  assessed  for 
$330,000  in  1935  after  abatement  from  $360,000 
in  1934.  Number  264  Beacon  street,  mortgaged 
for  $165,000,  was  assessed  for  $145,000  with  a  1935 
gross  rental  of  $20,000.  Number  368  Longwood 
avenue,  mortgaged  for  $85,000  and  assessed  in 
1935  and  1936  for  $85,000,  with  a  gross  rental  of 
$13,000,  showed  a  net  income  of  $4,200  in  1935, 
despite  $2,000  charged  to  repairs.  Property  at 
76-82  Carver  street,  mortgaged  for  $126,000,  had 
already  been  reduced  in  valuation  from  $120,000 
to  $110,000  in  1936.  The  large  block  at  1800-1816 
Washington  street,  mortgaged  for  $132,000,  was 
assessed  in  1935  and  1936  at  $80,000  with  a  1935 
rental  of  $7,890.  Number  2000  Washington 
street  was  assessed  in  1935  and  1936  for  $120,000, 
despite  a  gross  rental  of  $11,000  in  1935.  Number 
293-299  Cambridge  street,  mortgaged  for  $29,000, 
with  a  1936  rental  of  $3,750,  was  assessed  in  1936 
at  $23,600.  Former  Assessor  Timothy  Murphy 
fairly  stated  that  in  his  opinion  the  Mayor  was 
personally  unaware  of  the  gross  inadequacy  of  the 
proposed  settlement  offer.  He  did  point  out  that 
not  only  was  this  offer  a  ridiculous  one  under  the 
circumstances,  but  practically  every  parcel 
affected  had  already  been  brought  before  the 
Board  of  Assessors  and  a  fair  abatement  granted 
which  was  agreed  to  as  satisfactory  by  the  Con- 
veyancers   Company    prior    to    the    receivership. 


Your  committee  therefore  feels  that  the  originally 
suggested  compromise  figure  of  $316,750,  which 
received  the  approval  of  the  Commissioner  of  Cor- 
porations was  wholly  unwarranted  and  inadequate, 
especially  bearing  in  mind  the  earlier  substantial 
abatements  already  granted  on  many  of  the 
properties  and  considering  that  a  substantial 
number  of  the  properties  have  apparently  been 
paying  a  reasonably  fair  return  on  the  investment, 
at  least  sufficient  to  meet  taxes.  Your  committee 
further  feels  that  very  substantial  holdings  of  the 
company  throughout  the  city  are  far  more  than 
sufficient  to  have  assured  payment  of  all  accrued 
taxes,  plus  interest  and  costs.  Not  having  yet 
received  all  of  the  detailed  information  requested 
from  the  Board  of  Assessors,  although  we  are  in- 
formed the  case  has  now  been  settled,  the  com- 
mittee cannot  guarantee  that  this  opinion  is  not 
subject  to  reasonable  correction.  But  the  Board 
having  now  settled  the  claim  on  a  compromise 
basis  of  $475,000,  the  committee  feels  that  the 
Board  in  its  final  disposition  of  the  same  cannot 
reasonably  refuse  to  comply  in  detail  with  the 
request  for  specific  advices  contained  in  the  pro- 
posed order  of  the  City  Council  presented  with  this 
report.  The  Chairman  of  the  Board  in  his  appear- 
ances before  your  committee,  it  should  in  fairness  be 
stated,  displayed  no  apparent  desire  to  evade  any 
questions  nor  to  conceal  available  information. 
The  committee  does  feel,  however,  that  the 
original  order  in  the  Council  and  the  consequent 
hearings  held  undeniably  did  focus  public  attention 
squarely  on  the  grossly  inadequate  settlement 
prqposal  originally  submitted  by  the  receivers  and 
that  the  reported  S158.250  increase  in  the  final 
settlement  made  was  very  largely  due  to  action  by 
the  City  Council.  This  is  one  instance  where  the 
barn  door  was  successfully  locked  with  most  of  the 
horses  still  in  their  stalls.  But  in  justification  for 
any  abatement  whatever,  your  committee  feels 
that  not  only  the  City  Council,  but  the  Mayor  and 
taxpayers  of  Boston  are  entitled  to  expect  that  the 
Board  of  Assessors  will  promptly  advise  the  City 
Council  in  detail  in  accordance  with  the  following 
order. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  advise  the 
City  Council  as  to  .each  of  the  408  properties 
included  in  the  abatement  settlement  made  with 
the  receivers  of  the  Conveyancers  Title  Insurance 
and  Mortgage  Company: 

(a.)     Whether  some  is  apartment  property? 
(b.)     Whether  heated  for  tenants.' 
(c.)      The  amount  of  the  mortgage  on  the  property? 
(d.)     The  assessed  valuation  placed  on  the  property 

prior  to  the  recent  abatement? 
(e.)      The  new  valuation  now  placed  on  the  parcel. 
(f.  i      The  gross  income  for  1936. 
(g.)      The  net  income  for  1936. 
(h.)     The  estimated   per   cent   of  income, — based 

on  the  gross  income  during  1936  and  the 

new  valuation  now  placed  on  the  property 

by  the  Board  of  Assessors. 
Coun.  TORIM— Mr.  President,  it  is  late,  and 
that  is  an  important  matter  and  it  should  not  be 
considered  now.  I  move  that  the  report  and 
order  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
The  motion  was  carried. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  5.10  p.  m.,  to 
meet  on  Monday,  September  13,  1937,  at  two 
o'clock  p.  m. 
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Monday,  September  13,  1937. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  of  the  City 
of   Boston   in    the   City   Council    Chamber,    City 
Hall,    at   2    p.   m.,    President   FITZGERALD    in 
the  chair  and  all  the  members  present. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZ- 
GERALD presiding  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor, 
as  follows: 

Seventy-seven  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  October  4,  1937: 

George  W.  Calhoun,  Jr.,  Ward  1;  Adam  Crens- 
cenzi,  Ward  1;  Edwin  M.  Keleher,  Ward  1; 
F.  Frederick  Moynihan,  Ward  1;  Francis  C. 
Pomeroy,  Ward  1;  John  W.  Roberts,  Ward  1; 
Humbert  J.  Stasio,  Ward  1 ;  Nicholas  J.  Raymond, 
Ward  2;  Walter  F.  Hamblin,  Ward  3;  Charles  F. 
Lamb,  Ward  3;  John  H.  Laundry,  Ward  3; 
Arthur  W.  Peterson,  Ward  3;  James  D.  Riley, 
Ward  3;  John  W.  Stack,  Ward  3;  William  J. 
Collins,  Ward  4;  Penrose  B.  Judson,  Ward  4; 
Henry  L.  Gideon,  Ward  5;  Alexander  E.  Hoyle, 
Ward  5;  Fred  J.  Lowden,  Ward  5;  Joseph  T. 
Lynch,  Ward  5;  David  L.  Stockbridge,  Ward  5; 
Robert  E.  Townsend,  Jr.,  Ward  5;  Leo  W.  Gannon, 
Ward  6;  Charles  A.  Howlett,  Ward  7;  Edward  T. 
Devin,  Ward  8;  John  William  Hardiman,  Ward  9; 
William  McDonald,  Ward  9;  Edgar  J.  Finnin, 
Ward  10;  Waldemar  C.  Hammerich,  Ward  10; 
Henry  M.  Mudgett,  Ward  10;  Bernard  F.  Diet- 
terich,  Ward  11;  Albert  Thomas  Helmboldt, 
Ward  11;  Gerald  P.  Silve,  Ward  11;  Bernard  J. 
Wohrmann,  Ward  11;  Thomas  H.  Carline,  Ward 
12;  Daniel  E.  Collins,  Ward  12;  Abraham  S. 
White,  Ward  12;  Maurice  J.  Price,  Ward  13; 
Abraham  G.  Kobey,  Ward  14;  L.  Paul  Mankoff, 
Ward  14;  Robert  Norwood,  Ward  14;  Louis  H. 
Sargent,  Ward  14;  Harrv  J.  Gilbert,  Ward  15; 
Elbridge  B.  Harlow,  Ward  15;  Daniel  P.  Doyle, 
Ward  16;  John  F.  Dwyer,  Ward  16;  Fred  J.  Lear, 
Ward  16;  Walter  A.  Bennett,  Ward  17;  RoscoeM. 
Hersey,  Ward  17;  John  Knapp,  Ward  17;  Walter 
F.  McNeil,  Ward  17;  Arthur  W.  Steptoe,  Ward  17; 
Sidney  J.  Foley,  Ward  18;  William  B.  McKay, 
Ward  18;  Thomas  H.  O'Connor,  Ward  18:  Wil- 
liam A.  Rich,  Ward  18;  Walter  A.  T.  Weimar, 
Ward  18;  Irving  C.  Chipman,  Ward  19;  Albert  G. 
Faub,  Ward  19;  John  F.  Cullen,  Ward  20;  Albert 
C.  Eckman,  Ward  20;  Warwick  B.  Freeman,  jr., 
Ward  20;  Alfred  R.  Gruhn,  Ward  20;  Avery  B. 
Leonard,  Ward  20;  George  F.Rauh,  Ward  20; 
Robert  Scott,  Ward  20;  David  A.  Wilson,  Ward 
20;  Harry  Butters,  Ward  21;  Samuel  Welling, 
Ward  21;  Joseph  A.  Dasey,  Ward  22;  James  P. 
Gannon,  Ward  22;  Peter  Halloran,  Ward  22; 
John  L.  Hannon,  Ward  22;  J.  Edward  Kinchla, 
Ward  22;  John  J.  King,  Ward  22;  George  A. 
Schroader,  Ward  22;   Charles  M.  Tretter,  Ward  22. 

Seventy-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  to  appear  October  4,  1937,  October  Sitting: 

Carlton  E.  Cooke,  Ward  1;  Patrick  J.  Gibbons, 
Ward  1;  Lester  F.  Graves,  Ward  1;  William  W. 
Morrison,  Jr.,  Ward  1;  Herbert  Regan,  Ward  1; 
Joseph  L.  Riley,  Ward  1;  Edwin  A.  Swan,  Jr., 
Ward  1;  Timothy  J.  Walsh,  Ward  1;  Percy  E. 
Winslow,  Ward  2;  Francis  M.  Anderson,  Ward  3; 
Michael  J.  Whalen,  Ward  3;  Edward  J.  Schiller, 
Ward  4;  John  J.  Ward,  Ward  4;  James  G.  Curran, 
Ward  5;  George  F.  Lambert,  Ward  5;  Frederick 
Winslow,  Jr.,  Ward  5;  John  F.  Feeney,  Ward  6; 
William  Geary  Ward  6;  Patrick  V.  Kennedy, 
Ward  6;  John  Barwicki,  Ward  7;  Michael  Franc-is 
Dooley,  Ward  7;  William  McFadd,  Ward  7; 
James  F.  Connor,  Ward  8;  John  J.  Devin,  Jr., 
Ward  8;  Thomas  B.  Hayes,  Ward  9;  William  F. 
Mudge,  Ward  9;  Robert  E.  O'Keefe,  Ward  9; 
Robert  Percy,  Ward  9;  Francis  E.  Burns,  Ward  10; 
Joseph  Henry  Doherty,  Ward  10;  Edward  J. 
Montana,  Ward  10;  Joseph  M.  Slaman,  Ward  11; 


William  Souther,  Ward  11;  Edward  C.  Bellows, 
Ward  13;  Vincent  J.  Graham,  Ward  13;  William 
A.  Jack,  Ward  13;  Frederick  Kearney,  Ward  13; 
Michael  J.  McMahon.  Ward  13;  Edward  J. 
McMorrow,  Ward  13;  William  Gorfinkle,  Ward  14; 
James  R.  Jeffery,  Ward  14;  Charles  C.  Kauffman, 
Ward  14;  John  A.  Molloy,  Ward  13;  Warren  F. 
Palmer,  Ward  15;  Everett  J.  Rogers,  Ward  15; 
Alexander  Thoma,  Ward  15;  Edward  J.  Tobin, 
Ward  15;  William  C.  O.  Carlson,  Ward  16;  William 
F.  Manley,  WTard  16;  James  J.  Mclnernev,  Ward 
16;  William  F.  Sargent,  Ward  16;  Ernest  L. 
Chase,  Ward  17;  Charles  E.  Colcord,  Ward  17; 
John  E.  McCarthy,  Ward  17;  Thomas  H.  At- 
tridge,  Ward  18;  William  T.  Inch,  Ward  18;  Terence 
E.  Kelly,  Ward  18;  Joseph  F.  Lynch,  Ward  18; 
Joseph  H.  Manlev,  Ward  18;  Arthur  R.  Blair, 
Ward  19;  Charles  J.  Hurlev,  Ward  19;  Fred 
McDougal,  Ward  19;  Walter  F.  Pitts,  Ward  19; 
Frederick  H.  Warren,  Ward  19;  Warren  Godfrey, 
Ward  20;  Fred  W.  Mitchell,  Ward  20;  James  C. 
Moore,  Ward  20;  Michael  Stephan,  Ward  20; 
Harrv  R.  Baker,  Ward  21;  Gerald  D.  Guilmartin, 
Ward  21;  Arthur  T.  Sullivan,  Ward  21;  Frederick 
E.  Greene,  Ward  22;  John  H.  J.  Holmes,  Ward  22; 
Anthony  F.  Linardy,  Ward  22;  Thomas  J.  Tuohey, 
Ward  22. 


VETO   OF   ORDER   FOR   SIDEWALK, 
NORFOLK   STREET. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  10,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved  and 
without  my  signature  an  order  adopted  by  your 
Honorable  Body  on  August  30,  1937,  for  the  mak- 
ing of  a  granolithic  sidewalk  with  granite  edge- 
stones  along  Norfolk  street  in  Ward  9. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  that  there  are  no  funds  available  at  the 
present    time    for    this    construction.     Under    the 
circumstances  I  am  constrained  to  veto  the  order. 
Respectfully. 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   BY    MAYOR. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  13,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
Honorable  Body  I  hereby  appoint  the  following  as 
weighers: 

Weighers    of    Goods:      Milton    Levenson,     140 
Granite    avenue,    Dorchester,    Mass.;     James    J. 
Durkan,  86  Chestnut  street,  Brookline,  Mass. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Laid  over  to  next  meeting  under  the  law. 


SUMMER    SCHEDULE,    COUNTY 
DEPARTMENTS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  10,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  accordance  with  the  suggestion 
contained  in  your  order  of  August  30,  1937,  I  have 
requested  the  heads  of  all  county  departments  to 
continue  the  summer  work  schedule  of  hours 
during  the  months  of  September  and  October,  if 
such  an  extension  can  be  made  within  the  limita- 
tions of  the  present  budget  of  each  county 
department. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF   HUMPHREYS   PLACE 
AND   GREENHALGE   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  8.  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen.      1  transmit,  herewith  ;i  communica- 
tion   from    the    Commissioner    of    Public    Works 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


relative  to  your  orders  of  August  9,  1937,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  construction  of  Humphreys  place  in 
Ward  7  and  Greenhalge  street  in  Ward  7. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  August  27,  1937. 
Mr.  John  J.  Gilmore,  Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  orders  in  City 
Council,  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
provide  for  the  construction  of  Humphreys  place 
and  Greenhalge  street,  Ward  7. 

This  will  advise  you  that  provision  has  been 
made  for  the  construction  of  Humphreys  place  on 
W.  P.  A.  project  12871,  during  the  1937  season. 

Relative  to  Greenhalge  street,  I  will  state  that 
this  street  has  recently  been  accepted  and,  as  yet, 
has  not  been  placed  on  any  W.  P.  A.  project,  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  sewerage  works  will  have  to  be 
put  in  this  street  before  this  division  can  go  ahead 
with  the  construction. 

Respectfully  yours, 

E.  M.   Richardson, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


FENCE,   SCARBORO   POND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  9,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Department 
relative  to  your  order  of  August  30,  1937,  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  completely  fencing 
Scarboro  Pond,  located  in  Franklin  Park. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W,  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  September  8,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  Septem- 
ber 8,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council, 
that  the  Park  Commissioner  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  completely  fencing  Scar- 
boro Pond,   located  in  Franklin   Park,   as  a   pre- 
ventive measure  to  forestall  any  further  fatalities 
which  might  occur  in  future  years  to  unattended 
children  who  are  attracted  to  this  pond. 

I  regret  exceedingly  to' inform  you  we  have  no 
funds  available  for  the  above  purpose. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC    STUDY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  13,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Recently  I  appointed  a  committee 
on  traffic  problems  to  cooperate  with  the  Traffic 
Commission  and  other  boards  in  an  attempt  to 
solve  the  traffic  problems  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

This  committee,  since  its  organization,  has  done 
considerable  research  work  and  is  making  a  very 
substantial  contribution  to  the  sum  of  knowledge 
upon  this  subject.  It  is  desirous  of  making  a 
survey  in  other  large  cities  and  traffic  centers  and 
to  report  any  conclusions  which  they  may  reach 
as  a  result  of  such  observations  to  the  authorities 
in  Boston.  I  am  of  opinion  that  such  survey 
might  bring  a  worthwhile  result. 

An  appropriation  would  be  necessary  in  order 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  a  small  sub-committee 
of  not  more  than  five  persons. 

I  hereby  recommend  and  urge  that  an  appro- 
priation of  one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000)  be  made 
to  defray  transportation  and  hotel  expenses  for 
this  committee. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


CHANGE     IN     COUNTY     COMPENSATION 
PLAN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  13,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  for  considera- 
tion by  your  Honorable  Body  the  attached  pro- 
posal by  the  Budget  Commissioner  of  certain 
changes  in  the  "Compensation  and  Classification 
Plans  for  the  Officers  and  Employees  of  Suffolk 
County." 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Budget  Department,  September  13,  1937. 
To  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council. 

Honorable  Dear  Sirs. — Rule  3  "Classification  of 
New  Positions"  of  the  "Compensation  and  Classi- 
fication Plans  for  the  Officers  and  Employees  of 
Suffolk  County."  provides  that  "Whenever  a  new 
position  is  established  or  the  duties  of  a  position 
are  so  changed  that,  in  effect,  the  whole  position, 
as  described  in  the  class  specifications  for  the  class 
to  which  it  was  originally  allocated,  no  longer 
exists,  but,  in  its  place,  there  is  created  a  new 
position  of  a  different  class,  the  appointing  author- 
ity shnll  forthwith  report  this  fact  to  the  Budget 
Commissioner  with  a  full  statement  of  the  cir- 
cumstances and  a  description  of  the  duties  as 
changed." 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  rule  the 
Sheriff  of  Suffolk  County  and  the  Justices  of  the 
Superior  Court  have  requested  that  the  positions 
of  Jury  Assembly  Court  Officer  and  Assistant  Jury 
Assembly  Court  Officer  be  established  in  Suffolk 
County.  After  an  investigation  of  the  actual  and 
proposed  duties  and  responsibilities  of  these  new 
positions  I  propose  and  recommend  the  establish- 
ment of  the  following  new  classifications: 

Title  of  Class: 

Jury  Assembly  Court  Officer. 
One  Court  Officer  selected  from  the  regularly 
appointed  officers  of  the  Superior  Court  by 
the  Justices  thereof  and  designated  by  the 
Justices  to  be  in  charge  of  the  Jury  Assembly 
Rooms. 

Duties: 

To  have  general  charge,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Court,  of  such  rooms  as  are  from  time  to 
time  designated  by  the  Justices  of  the  Superior 
( 'ourt  to  be  the  Jury  Pooling  Area.  To  do  the 
clerical  work  necessary  to  keep  records  of  the 
attendance  of  jurors,  and  records  of  the  assign- 
ment of  jurors  to  the  various  Sessions.  To 
prepare  and  keep  the  jurors'  pay  rolls.  To 
perform  such  other  duties,  necessary  and  in- 
cidental to  the  operation  of  the  Jury  Pooling 
and  Assignment  System,  as  may  be  assigned 
to  him  by  the  Justices  or  by  the  Justice  pre- 
siding over  the  Jury  Pooling  and  Assignment 
Area. 

Range  of  Compensation: 

$2,600  —  52,700  —  $2,900  —  §3,000. 

Title  of  Class: 

Assistant  Jury  Assembly  Court  Officer. 
One  Court  Officer,  or  not  more  than  two  Court 
Officers,  selected  from  the  regularly  appointed 
officers  of  the  Superior  Court  by  the  Justices 
thereof  and  designated  by  the  Justices  to  be 
assistant,  or  assistants,  to  the  officer  in  charge 
of  the  Jury  Assembly  Rooms. 
Duties: 

To  assist,  under  the  direction  of  the  Court,  the 
Jury  Assembly  Court  Officer  in  his  care  and 
management  of  the  Jury  Pooling  Area.  To 
assist  with  the  clerical  work  necessary  to 
keep  records  of  the  attendance  of  jurors  and 
records  of  the  assignment  of  jurors  to  the 
various  Sessions.  To  prepare  and  keep  the 
jurors'  pay  rolls.  To  perform  such  other 
duties,  necessary  and  incidental  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Jury  Pooling  and  Assignment  Sys- 
tem, as  may  be  assigned  to  him  by  the  Justices 
or  by  the  Justice  presiding  over  the  Jury 
Pooling  Area  or  by  the  Jury  Assembly  Court 
Officer  in  charge. 
Range  of  Compensation: 

§2,500  —  §2,600  —  §2,700  —  §2,800  —  §2,900. 
Respectfully, 
Walter  A.  Murray, 
Budget   Commissioner. 


SEPTEMBER    13,    1937. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Compensation  and  Classifica- 
tion Plans  for  the  "Officers  and  Employees  of 
Suffolk  County"  as  adopted  by  the  City  Council 
on  April  13,  1931,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  on 
April  15,  1931,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  are, 
amended  to  include  the  following  new  positions: 

Title  of  Class: 

Jury  Assembly  Court  Officer. 

One  Court  Officer,   selected  from   the  regularly 
appointed  officers  of  the  Superior  Court  by  the 
Justices  thereof  and  designated  by  the  Justices 
to  be  in  charge  of  the  Jury  Assembly  Rooms. 
Duties: 

To  have  general  charge,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Court,  of  such  rooms  as  are  from  time  to 
time  designated  by  the  Justices  of  the  Superior 
Court  to  be  the  Jury  Pooling  Area.  To  do  the 
clerical  work  necessary  to  keep  records  of  the 
attendance  of  jurors,  and  records  of  the  assign- 
ment of  jurors  to  the  various  Sessions.  To 
prepare  and  keep  the  jurors'  pay  rolls.  To 
perform  such  other  duties,  necessary  and  in- 
cidental to  the  operation  of  the  Jury  Pooling 
and  Assignment  System,  as  may  be  assigned 
to  him  by  the  Justices  or  by  the  Justice  presid- 
ing over  the  Jury  Pooling  and  Assignment, 
Area. 
Range  of  Compensation: 

$2,600  —  $2,700  —  $2,900  —  $3,000. 

Title  of  Class: 

Assistant  Jury  Assembly  Court  Officer. 
One  Court  Officer,  or  not  more  than  two  Court 
Officers,  selected  from  the  regularly  appointed 
officers  of  the  Superior  Court  by  the  Justices 
thereof  and  designated  by  the  Justices  to  be 
assistant,  or  assistants,  to  the  officer  in  charge 
of  the  Jury  Assembly  Rooms. 
Duties: 

To  assist,  under  the  direction  of- the  Court,  the 
Jury  Assembly  Court  Officer  in  his  care  and 
management  of  the  Jury  Pooling  Area.  To 
assist  with  the  clerical  work  necessary  to  keep 
records  of  the  attendance  of  jurors  and  records 
of  the  assignment  of  jurors  to  the  various 
Sessions.  To  prepare  and  keep  the  jurors' 
pay  rolls.  To  perform  such  other  duties, 
necessary  and  incidental  to  the  operation  of  the 
Jury  Pooling  and  Assignment  System,  as  may 
be  assigned  to  him  by  the  Justices  or  by  the 
>  Justice  presiding  over  the  Jury  Pooling  Area 
or  by  the  Jury  Assembly  Court  Officer  in 
charge. 
Range  of  Compensation: 

$2,500  —  $2,600  —  $2,700  —  $2,800  —  $2,900. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


TRANSFER   TO   VARIOUS   DEPARTMENT 
RELIEF   ITEMS. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  13,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  informed  that  there  will  be 
certain  deficiencies  in  the  H  Item  of  the  budgets  of 
certain  departments.  I  am  also  informed  that 
there  will  be  surpluses  in  the  H  Item  of  the  budgets 
of  certain  other  departments.  In  order  that  these 
surpluses  may  be  used  in  departments  where  the  H 
Item  will  be  insufficient  to  cany  on  their  Relief 
Projects  through  the  year  1937,  I  inclose  an  order 
transferring  these  surpluses  from  the  H  Item  of 
the  departments  which  show  them  to  the  II  Item 
of  certain  other  departments  which  are  deficient 
and  which  could  not  carry  their  Relief  Projects 
through  the  year  1937  unless  additional  funds  are 
added  to  the  H  Item  of  these  latter  departments. 
I,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  this  order 
of  transfer  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  26]  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  City  Planning 
Board,  H,  Relief  Projects,  $5,000;  Library  De- 
partment, H,  Relief  Projects,  $5,000,  to  tin- 
appropriation  for  Hospital  Department,  H,  Relief 
Projects,  $10,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  Library  Depart- 
ment,  H,   Relief   Projects,   $1,000;   Public   Works 


Department,  Sewer  Service,  H,  Relief  Projects, 
$1,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  Election  Depart- 
ment, H,  Relief  Projects,  $2,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  Library  Department, 
H,  Relief  Projects,  $500;  Building  Department,  H, 
Relief  Projects,  $400;  Treasury  Department, 
H,  Relief  Projects,  $100,  to  the  appropriation  for 
Auditing  Department,  H,  Relief  Projects,  $1,000. 

From  the  appropriation  for  Library  Department, 
H,  Relief  Projects,  $150,  to  the  appropriation  for 
Street  Laying-Out  Department,  H,  Relief  Projects, 
$150. 

From  the  appropriation  for  Library  Depart- 
ment, H,  Relief  Projects,  $100,  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Soldiers'  Relief  Department,  H,  Relief 
Projects,  $100. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


LOAN   AND   APPROPRIATION   ORDER, 
WELFARE  AND  RELIEF  ITEMS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  13,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  the  City  Auditor 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  additional  funds 
to  the  Welfare  Department  in  order  that  they  may 
have  sufficient  funds  to  meet  their  expenditures  for 
public  welfare  purposes,  including  aid  to  dependent 
children  and  old  age  assistance,  from  this  date  until 
the  end  of  the  year  1937. 

I  am  also  informed  that  various  other  city 
departments  will  not  have  sufficient  funds  in  the 
H  or  Relief  Projects  item  of  their  respective  budgets 
to  enable  them  to  carry  on  those  projects  until  the 
end  of  the  year  1937,  unless  additional  funds  are 
provided. 

I  am  also  informed  that  the  Child  Welfare 
Division  of  the  Institutions  Department  has  not 
sufficient  funds  in  its  budget  to  care  for  the  de- 
pendent children  who  are  in  charge  of  this  depart- 
ment, until  the  end  of  the  year  1937  because  of  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  such  children  to  be  cared 
for  by  the  Institutions  Department. 

It  will  be  necessary,  therefore,  to  make  up  these 
deficiencies  by  a  loan  appropriation  totaling 
$2,257,000.  I  respectfully  submit  herewith  a  loan 
order  providing  for  the  necessary  appropriation  in 
that  sum.  I  recommend  immediate  consideration 
and  action  on  this  order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  .  That  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of  1937  a  loan 
in  the  sum  of  $2,257,000  outside  the  debt  limit, 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized,  and  that  the  City 
Treasurer,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  be  author- 
ized to  issue  bonds  or  notes  therefor,  and  that 
the  said  sum  of  $2,257,000  be,  and  hereby  is, 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of  1937 
for  the  following  purposes: 

Assessing  Department. 
II,  Relief  Projects $1,000  00 

Boston  Traffic  Commission. 
II,  Relief  Projects $1,000  00 

Hospital  Department. 
H,  Relief  Projects $30,000  00 

Sanatorium  Division. 
II,  Relief  Projects $20,000  00 


Institutions  Department. 
Child  Welfare  Division. 
B,i  Contractual  Services $27,000  00 

Lono  Island  Hospital. 
H,  Relief  Projects $3,0(10  00 

Pare   Department. 
11,  Relief  Projects $60,000  00 
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Public  Welfare  Department. 
Central  Office. 

F,  Special  Items $2,000,000  00 

H,  Relief  Projects 50,000  00 

$2,050,000  00 


Public  Works  Department. 

Paving  Service. 

H.  Relief  Projects $60,000  00 


Sanitary  Service. 
H,  Relief  Projects 


$5,000  00 


Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER   FOR   SOCIAL   DISEASES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  13,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen, — I  am  informed  by  Doctor  Manary, 
Superintendent  of  the  City  Hospital,  that  the 
City  Hospital  is  in  need  of  additional  funds 
totaling  $9,350  in  order  that  it  may  cooperate 
with  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public 
Health  in  the  treatment  of  certain  social  diseases. 
Doctor  Manary  has,  therefore,  requested  that  a 
transfer  of  the  above  sum  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
be  effected. 

It  is  my  understanding  from  Doctor  Manary 
that  the  Boston  City  Hospital  will  be  reimbursed 
by  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public 
Health  at  the  rate  of  75  cents  per  visit  for  each 
clinic  visit  on  reportable  cases  of  such  social 
diseases.  For  your  information  I  inclose  a  copy 
of  Doctor  Manary's  letter  and  budget  memoran- 
dum on  this  subject  under  the  date  of  September 
7   1937. 

I  therefore  submit  herewith  an  order  trans- 
ferring the  sum  of  §9,350  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
to  the  several  items  of  the  budget  of  the  Hospital 
Department  as  set  forth  in  Doctor  Manary's 
memorandum,  and  I  respectfully  recommend  the 
adoption  of  such  order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Hospital  Department,  September  7,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — The  Massachusetts  De- 
partment of  Public  Health,  as  a  result  of  recent 
legislation,  has  offered  to  reimburse  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  for  each  clinic  visit  on  reportable 
cases  of  syphilis  and  gonorrhea  at  the  rate  of 
75  cents  per  visit. 

This  department  has  much  to  gain  financially 
by  this  outline,  as  we  are  handling  such  cases  at 
the  present  time  without  reimbursement  from  the 
State. 

We  have  the  cost  of  our  out-patient  visit  don  n 
to  about  53  cents  so  that,  in  addition  to  receiving 
the  revenue,  such  will  be  made  in  an  amount  that 
exceeds  our  owr*  costs. 

We  may  collect  from  the  State  as  soon  as  we  are 
organized  to  handle  the  system  which  has  been 
outlined  by  the  State  Department  of  Public 
Health. 

In  order  to  do  so  I  must  request  a  transfer  from 
the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  various  budget  items 
listed  on  the  attached  sheet  which  will  enable  us 
to  carry  on.  If  our  numbers  continue  I  feel 
quite  safe  to  state  that  our  revenue  will  be  at 
least  $30,000  per  year. 

The  amounts  listed  on  the  attached  sheets  will 
meet  our  needs  for  the  balance  of  the  present  year. 
The  amounts  needed  for  1938  personnel,  etc., 
will  have  to  be  additions  to  amounts  and  quotas 
already  established. 

Will  you  kindly  give  my  request  for  transfer 
your   consideration  and  approval. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
James  W.  Manary,  M.  D., 

Superintendent. 

Total   amount   to   be   transferred   from 

Reserve  Fund $9,350  00 

Above  amount  to  be  assigned  as  follows: 
$3,250  to  be  transferred  to  A-2,  Temporary  Em- 
ployees, to  cover  the  salaries  of: 


$615,  1  Resident  Physician  at  $2,000  per  year. 
840,  3  Part-time   Nurses   (nurse    technicians) 
at  $70  per  month 
4  Social  Workers  at  $1,200  per  year  (one 
male    and    three    female)     (Prenatal 
Clinic— G.   U.   Clinic— Skin  Clinic). 
1  Technical  Attendant  at  $20  per   week 

(full  time), 
amounts  figured  for  about  sixteen  weeks. 
200,  B-4,  Car  Tickets  (State  allows  reasonable 
transportation  charges  in  addition 
to  clinic  fee). 
500,  B-14,  Communication   (four  extra  Social 
Workers  will  do  much  of  the  work 
contacting     agencies     and     other 
clinics  by  telephone). 
C-9,  Office  Equipment. 
C-12,  Medical,   Surgical   and   Laboratory 
(Sterilizers,   needles,   syringes  and 
miscellaneous  equipment). 
2,000,  D-3,  Medical  Supplies. 


1,475, 

320, 
Above 


400, 
3,000, 


Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund. 
89.350,  to  the  appropriation  for  Hospital  Depart- 
ment, A,  Personal  Service,  2,  Temporary  Em- 
ployees, $3,250;  B.  Contractual  Services,"  $700; 
C,  Equipment,  $3,400;    D,  Supplies,  $2,000. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


DEPARTMENTAL   TRANSFERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  13,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  requests  for  transfers 
within  departmental  appropriations  have  been 
examined  and  investigated  by  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner. I  accordingly  recommend  adoption  of 
the  accompanying  orders  by  your  Honorable 
Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer 
in  the  appropriations  for  City  Council: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $105,  to  the  appropriation  for  A,  Per- 
sonal Service,  2,  Temporary  Employees,  $105. 

Ordered.  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be.  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer 
in  the  appropriations  for  Hospital  Department, 
Sanatorium  Division: 

From  the  appropriation  for  D.  Supplies,  $950, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C,  Equipment,  $950. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  trans- 
fer in  the  appropriations  for  Hospital  Department, 
Sanatorium  Division: 

From  the  appropriatien  for  D,  Supplies,  $2,800, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C,  Equipment,  52,000;  E, 
Materials,  $800. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer 
in  the  appropriations  for  Institutions  Department, 
steamers  "Hibbard"  and  "O'Meara." 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $2,500,  to  the  appropriation  for  E, 
Materials,  $2,500. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261  of 
the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in  the 
appropriations  for  Law  Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employees,  Assistant  Corporation 
Counsel,  3  at  $5,000  a  year,  $930,  to  the  appro- 
priation for  A,  Personal  Service,  1,  Permanent 
Employees,  Assistant  Corporation  Counsel,  1  (2) 
at  $3,000  a  year,  $930. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  Chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of   1893   the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
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hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer 
in  the  appropriations  for  Mayor,  Office  Expenses: 
From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employees,  Assistant  Secretaries,  2 
at  $2,500  a  year,  $80,  to  the  appropriation  for  A, 
Personal  Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees, 
Messenger,  1  at  $2,300  ($2,500)  a  year,  $80. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Park  Department, 
Cemetery  Division: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employees,  Clerk  and  Stenographer, 
1  at  $2,300  a  year,  $186,  to  the  appropriation  for 
A,  Personal  Service,  2,  Temporary  Employees, 
$186. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer 
in  the  appropriations  for  Public  Works  Department, 
Paving  Service: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employees,  Laborers,  Mechanics, 
Assistants,  Feeders,  etc.,  286  (281)  at  $5  a  day, 
$17,500;  E,  Materials,  $1,000,  to  the  appropriation 
for  A,  Personal  Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees, 
Chauffeurs,  Teamsters,  Laborers,  67  (72)  at  $5 
to  $5.50  a  day,  $7,000;  B,  Contractual  Services, 
$11,500. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Public  Works 
Department,  Sanitary  Service: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employees,  Chauffeurs,  Teamsters, 
Laborers,  etc.,  657  at  $5  to  $5.50 -a  day,  $30,000, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual  Services, 
$30,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer 
in  the  appropriations  for  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, Sewer  Service: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $7,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  D, 
Supplies,  $6,000;  E,  Materials,  $1,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Printing  Depart- 
ment: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employees,  Composing  Room, 
Caster,  1  (0)  at  $48  a  week,  $776.73,  to  the  appro- 
priation for  A,  Personal  Service,  1,  Permanent 
Employees,   Composing    Room,   Caster  Foreman, 

0  (1)  at  $48  a  week,  $776.73. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employees,  Press  Room,  Apprentice, 

1  at  $32-$34  a  week,  $1,582.18,  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  2,  Temporary  Employees,  $1,582.18. 

Severally  referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


SALE   OF   TAX   TITLE   PROPERTIES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  13,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letters  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  relating 
to  offers  to  purchase  the  following  parcels  of  prop- 
erty, which  properties  were  acquired  from  fore- 
closures of  tax  titles  held  by  the  city:  " 

1.  66  School  street,  Boston  (Charlestown' 
district).  ,„,      ,     , 

2.  20  Franklin  street,  Boston  (Charlestown 
district). 

3.  34  Cottage  street,  Charlestown. 

4.  Land  situated  on  easterly  side  of  Palmer 
street,  Roxbury. 

5.  Land  located  on  Corey  street,  West  Roxbury. 

6.  57  Lexington  street,   Charlestown,   Mass. 

7.  8  to  16  Main  street,  Charlestown,  Mass. 

I  also  transmit  orders  authorizing  the  sales  of 
said  parcels.  The  prices  recited  in  the  orders  are 
minimum  prices,  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  having  stated  in  his  letters  that  the  sale 


of  these  premises  at  public  auction  with  minimum 
prices  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  city.     I  respect- 
fully recommend  the  adoption  of  these  orders. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

August  12,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Sir, — In   accordance   with  the   provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax 
title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer  from 
Mrs.     Hannah    MacDonald,    7    Hathon    square, 
Charlestown,    Mass.,    for   the   land   and   building 
located  at  66  School  street,  Charlestown,   Mass., 
in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  (100)  dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  February  7,  1936, 
amount  to  two  hundred  thirteen  dollars  and  six 
cents  ($213.06),  which  includes  the  nonpayment 
of  taxes  since  the  year  1930,  but  does  not  include 
interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  one  hundred 
(100)  dollars  is  approved  by  your  Honor  and  the 
City  Council,  the  property  will  then  be  properly 
advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction  and  sold  to 
the  highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  one  hundred 
(100)  dollars  will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the 
property  that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and 
will  be  announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public 
auction  sale. 

In  my  opinion,  it  will  best  serve  the  city's  inter- 
ests to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 
I    hereby    certify    that    the    within    amount    is 
correct. 

John  F.  Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

Theodora  MacDonald, 

Attorney-at-Law, 

6  Beacon  Street, 

Boston,  Mass. 

August  2,  1937. 
Major  Roswell  G.  Hall, 

Superintendent,  Public  Buildings  Department. 
Re:  66  School  street,  Charlestown,  tax  title. 

Dear  Sir, — Mrs.  Hannah  MacDonald,  7  Hathon 
square,  Charlestown,  is  interested  in  the  property, 
66  School  street,  Charlestown,  and  is  willing  to 
pay  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  same  provided 
that  she  can  acquire  it  on  or  before  September  15, 
1937.  The  reason  for  this  restriction  is  that  the 
house  has  been  destroyed  by  vandals  and  closed 
up  for  years,  and  in  such  a  terrible  condition  that 
it  cannot  be  fixed  up  in  severe  cold  weather. 

Although  the  expense  plus  taxes  come  to  $292.47, 
in  her  opinion  the  property  isn't  worth  more  than 
$100,  which  she  agrees  to  pay  over  her  signature 
below. 

Very  truly  yours, 

T.  MacDonald. 

I  agree  to  pay  $100  for  66  School  street,  Charles- 
town, provided  I  can  take  title  on  or  before  Sep- 
tember 15,  1937. 

Hannah  MacDonald. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
February  7,  1936,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5293,  page  95,  to  the  land  and  building 
situated  on  the  northwesterly  side  of  School  street 
in  that  part  of  Boston  called  Charlestown,  and 
being  numbered  66  in  the  present  numbering  of 
said  School  street;    and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Mrs.  Hannah  MacDonald  in  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  ($100);  now,  therefore, 
it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor 
of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title  and 
interest  in  said  land  and  building  at  public  auction 
at  a  minimum  price  of  one  hundred  dollars  ($100); 
and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be.  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of  said  land  and 
building,  a  written  instrument  satisfactory  in  form 
to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 


356 


CITY     COUNCIL. 


conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City 
of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  payment  to  it 
of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said  auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

August  12,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax 
title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer  from 
Mr.  John  Sullivan,  34  Sullivan  street,  Charlestown, 
Mass.,  for  the  land  and  building  20  Franklin 
street,  Charlestown,  Mass.,  in  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  (300)  dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  April  5,  1937,  amount 
to  five  hundred  thirty-five  dollars  and  fourteen 
cents  ($535.14),  which  includes  the  nonpayment 
of  taxes  since  1931,  but  does  not  include  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  three  hundred 
(300)  dollars  is  approved  by  your  Honor  and  the 
City  Council,  the  property  will  then  be  properly 
advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction  and  sold  to 
the  highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  three  hundred 
(300)  dollars  will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the 
property  that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will 
be  announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction 
sale. 

In    my    opinion,    it    will    best   serve    the    city's 
interests  to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

N.  B.  City  Collector's  signature  does  not 
appear  hereon,  as  the  1937  tax  is  not  officially 
recorded  with  the  Collecting  Department  as  yet. 
However,  we  have  presumed  the  tax  to  be  $50.31 
based  on  1937  tax  rate  and  have  added  same  to 
cost  sheet  attached. 


I  hereby  offer 
street,  Charlestown. 


August  4,  1937. 
for  property  at  20  Franklin 

John  Sullivan, 

34  Sullivan  Street, 

Charlestown,  Mass. 


Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
April  5,  1937,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds. 
Book  5393,  page  270,  to  the  land  and  building 
situated  on  the  northwesterly  side  of  Franklin 
street  in  that  part  of  Boston  called  Charlestown, 
and  being  numbered  20  in  the  present  numbering 
of  said  Franklin  street;   and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Mr.  John  Sullivan  in  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  dollars  ($300);  now,  therefore, 
it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of 
Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title  and  interest 
in  said  parcel  of  land  and  buildiiig  at  public  auction 
at  a  minimum  price  of  three  hundred  dollars 
($300);   and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of  said  land 
and  building,  a  written  instrument  satisfactory  in 
form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City 
of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  payment  to 
it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said  auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

August  16,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Sir, — In   accordance   with   the   provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax 
title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer  from 
Mary  A.  Flynn,  36  Cottage  street,  Charlestown, 
Mass.,  for  the  land  and  building  located  at  No. 
34    Cottage   street,    Charlestown,    Mass.,    in    the 
sum  of  one  hundred  (100)  dollars. 

The  cost  to  the  city  up  to  December  26,  1936, 
amount  to  three  hundred  six  dollars  and  eighty-one 
cents  ($306.81),  which  includes  the  nonpayment 
of  taxes  since  1932,  but  does  not  include  interest. 
If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  one  hundred 
(100)  dollars  is  approved  by  your  Honor  and  the 
City  Council,  the  property  will  then  be  properly 


advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction  and  sold  to 
the  highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  one  hundred 
(100)  dollars  will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the 
property  that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and 
will  be  announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public 
auction  sale. 

In    my    opinion,    it    will   best   serve   the   city's 
interests  to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 
I    hereby    certify    that    the    within    amount    is 
correct. 

John  F.  Dohertt, 

City  Collector. 

36  Cottage  Street, 
Charlestown,  Mass. 

July  2,  1937. 
Dear  Mr.  Hall. 

On  Wednesday  of  this  week  my  husband  was 
over  to  City  Hall  in  regards  to  property  at  No.  34 
Cottage  street,  Charlestown,  which  is  now  in 
hands  of  the  city,  it  is  in  very  bad  condition  and 
getting  worse  every  day  from  the  young  wrecking 
crew  that  go  around  destroying  vacant  property. 
I  know  this  property  is  about  to  be  torn  down  by 
the  city.  Well  here  is  my  interest  in  the  property 
it  joins  my  house  No.  36  Cottage  street  there  is  no 
brick  wall  just  plaster  partition  now  if  the  city 
don't  put  up  an  outside  wall  on  our  house  we 
could  not  live  here.  What  we  want  do  do  is  to 
get  the  property  at  No.  34 — not  for  any  income 
but  for  a  protection  and  keep  our  home  sheltered 
from  the  winter's  winds.  It  is  danger  of  being 
burned  out  we  live  here  at  present  small  children 
starting  fires  all  the  time  so  if  the  City  would 
consider  50  Dollars  and  the  taxes  from  then  on 
it  is  going  to  take  a  lot  of  money  to  put  it  in 
livible  condition,  there  is  no  water  pipe  at  any 
kind  left  no  sinks  no  windows  the  day  a  light 
pouring  in  on  the  outside  walls.  I  would  like 
very  much  if  you  gentlemen  would  give  this  case 
a  little  consideration  for  the  benefit  of  the  City 
and  Citizens  like  us  we  are  now  awaiting  your 
decision. 

Resp.  Yours, 

Mary  A.  Flynn. 

Reply  to  our  letter  of  June  9  for  an  increased 
offer: 

Dear  Sir, — In   reply  to  your  letter   I  will  give 
an  offer  of  One  Hundred  Dollars  all  I  have  to  say 
about  the  property  I  stated  in  my  of  July  8th. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Maby  A.  Flynn. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of 
the  Land  Court.  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
December  26,  1936.  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemp- 
tion under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5436,  page  503,  to  the  land  and  buildings 
situated  on  the  northwesterly  side  of  Cottage 
-trcet  in  that  part  of  Boston  called  Charlestown, 
and  being  numbered  34  in  the  present  numbering 
of  said  Cottage  street;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Mary  A.  Flynn  in  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  dollars  ($100);  now,  therefore,  it  is 
hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be.  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor 
of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title  and 
interest  in  said  premises  at  public  auction  at  a 
minimum  price  of  one  hundred  dollars  ($100); 
and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be,  and  he  hereby  is.  authorized  to 
execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of  said  land  and 
buildings,  a  written  instrument  satisfactory  in 
form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City 
of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  payment  to 
it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said  auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 
May  11,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Sir, — In   accordance   with   the   provisions 
of    chapter    3,    Ordinances    of     1935,    concerning 
tax  title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer 
from   Luigi  Galesa,   52  Cliff  street,   Roxbury,  for 
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the  land  at  No.  34  and  36  Palmer  street,  Roxbury, 
in  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  (750) 
dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  February  19,  1936, 
on  lot  No.  36  amount  to  three  hundred  twenty- 
nine  dollars  and  seventy-two  cents  ($329.72) , 
which  includes  the  nonpayment  of  taxes  since 
the  year  1929,  but  does  nor  include  interest. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  February  19,  1936, 
on  lot  No.  34  amount  to  three  hundred  thirty 
dollars  and  fourteen  cents  ($330.14),  which  in- 
cludes  the  nonpayment   of   taxes   since  the  year 

1929,  but  does  not  include  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  offer  of  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  (750)  dollars  is  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property  will 
then  be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at  public 
auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The 
figure  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  (750)  dollars 
will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property  that 
the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be  an- 
nounced as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction  sale. 
In  my  opinion,  it  will  best  serve  the  city's 
interests  to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  charges  herein  enum- 
erated   are   those   affecting    the   above   described 
property. 

John  F.  Doherty, 
City  Collector. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

September  9,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Re:  Communication  August  12,  1937,  from  Acting 
Corporation  Counsel,  regarding  offer  on  34  and 
36  Palmer  street. 
Dear  Sir, — A  more  complete  description  of  the 
property  in  question  is  as  follows: 

Palmer  street,  Land  Court  Case  No.  7511, 
File  921,  Parcel  No.  1: 

Formerly  assessed  to  Sophia  Rosenberg.  Sold 
on  August  26,  1930,  for  taxes  of  year  1929.  Equity 
of  redemption  foreclosed  by  decree  of  Land  Court 
dated  February  19,  1936. 

About  one  thousand  four  hundred  ninety-one 
(1,491)  square  feet  of  land  on  the  easterly  side  of 
Palmer  street,  adjoining  another  estate  now  or 
formerly  of  said  Rosenberg,  being  lot  shown  on 
plan  on  file  in  assessors'  office,  recorded  with  Suf- 
folk Deeds,  Book  1578,  page  112.  Said  land  is 
situated  in  block  50,  in  Roxbury  district,  shown 
in  Boston  assessors'  Books  of  Plans  of  said  city 
filed  in  Suffolk  Registry  of  Deeds.  Deed  was  dated 
September  22,  1930,  and  recorded  on  September  25, 

1930,  with  Suffolk  Deeds  in  Book  5217,  page  21. 
Palmer      street,    Land    Court   Case   No.    7511, 

File  922,  Parcel  No.  2: 

Formerly  assessed  to  Sophia  Rosenberg.  Sold 
on  August  26,  1930,  for  taxes  of  year  1929.  Equity 
of  redemption  forclosed  by  decree  of  the  Land 
Court  dated  February  19,  1936. 

About  one  thousand  four  hundred  sixty-seven 
(1,467)  square  feet  of  land  on  the  easterly  side  of 
Palmer  street,  adjoining  another  estate  now  or 
formerly  of  said  Rosenberg,  being  a  lot  shown  on 
plan  on  file  in  assessors'  office,  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  1578,  page  112.  Said  land 
is  situated  in  block  50,  in  the  Roxbury  district, 
shown  in  the  Boston  assessors'  Books  of  Plans  of 
said  city  filed  in  Suffolk  Registry  of  Deeds.  Deed 
was  dated  September  22,  1930,  and  recorded  on 
September  25,  1930,  with  Suffolk  Deeds  in  Book 
5217,  page  21. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

March  8,  1937. 
Mr.  Donovan,  80  Joy  Street,   Boston,   Mass. 

Dear  Sir, — I  hereby  offer  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  for  the  vacant  land  located  at  No.  34 
and  No.  36  Palmer  street,  Roxbury,  known  as 
parcel  No.  1  and  parcel  No.  2. 

Luici  Galesa, 

52  Cliff  Street, 
«  Roxbury,  Mass. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  I  ho 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
February  19,  1936,  foreclosed  the  right  of  redemp- 
tion under  two  tax  deeds  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Book  5217,  page  20,  and  Hook  5217,  page  21, 


to  two  parcels  of  land  situate  on  the  easterly  side 
of  Palmer  street  in  that  part  of  Boston  called 
Roxbury  and  containing  about  1,491  square  feet 
and  1,467  square  feet,  respectively,  as  is  more 
fully  set  forth  in  said  tax  deeds;   and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Luigi  Galesa  in  the  sum  of  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($750);  now,  therefore, 
it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of 
Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title  and  interest 
in  said  parcels  of  land  at  public  auction  at  a 
minimum  price  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
($750);  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  pur- 
chaser of  said  parcels  of  land  a  written  instrument 
satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title  and 
interest  of  said  City  of  Boston  in  said  premises 
upon  the  payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor 
at  said  auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

August  30,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter   3,    Ordinances    of    1935,    concerning   tax 
title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer  from 
John    M.    McDonald,    40    Broad   street,    Boston, 
Mass.,  for  the  vacant  land  located  on  Corey  street, 
West  Roxbury,   Mass.,   and  described  as  lot  No. 
127,    in    the   sum    of   seven    hundred   twenty-five 
(725)  dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  June  8,  1937,  amount 
to  three  hundred  seventy-six  dollars  and  thirty- 
nine  cents  ($376.39),  which  includes  the  nonpay- 
ment of  taxes  since  the  year  1917,,  but  does  not 
include  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  seven  hundred 
twenty-five     (725)     dollars   is   approved    by   your 
Honor   and  the   City   Council,   the   property   will 
then    be   properly    advertised   for   sale    at    public 
auction    and    sold    to    the    highest    bidder.     The 
figure  of  seven  hundred  twenty-five  dollars  ($725) 
will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property  that 
the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be  announced 
as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction  sale. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 
N.   B.     Duplicate  of  original   copies  forwarded 
on  August  3,  1937. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount  is 
correct. 

John  F.  Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

Boston,  Mass.,  July  1,  1937. 
Mr.  Roswell  G.  Hall, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 
Attention:    Mr.  George  Donovan. 

Dear  Sir, — I  would  like  to  purchase  from  the  City 
of  Boston  the  parcel  of  waste  land  at  the  corner 
of  Corey  street  and  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars 
Highway,  Ward  20,  West  Roxbury,  Boston,  Mass. 

This  parcel  approximates  4,980  square  feet,  is 
lot  No.  127,  and  was  formerly  owned  by  one 
Louisa  J.  Estey.  I  believe  this  parcel  was  taken 
over  by  the  city  some  few  years  ago.  The  parrel 
is  an  eyesore  to  the  section  and  is  a  fire  hazard  to 
the  city.      I  wish  to  buy  to  improve. 

I  will  buy  this  plot  from  the  city  for  seven  hun- 
dred twenty-five  dollars  ($725).  This  figure,  I 
believe,  will  cover  all  costs  that  have  been  in- 
curred by  the  city.  I  will  greatly  improve  same 
and  bring  the  assessed  valuation  up  to  a  high 
figure.  I  am  ready  to  have  the  transfer  made  at 
Once  and  will  pay  cash,  for  same. 

Trusting  this  matter  will  be  given  your  immedi- 
ate attention  and  merit  your  approval,  I  am, 
Very  truly  yours, 
John    M.  McDonald," 
10  Broad  Street," Boston,  Mass. 

Whereas,  The  City  "f  Boston  by  a  decree  of 
the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
June  S,  1937,  foreclosed  the  right,  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deed-., 
Book  4175,   page  305,   to  the  land  situate  on  the 
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northeasterly  side  of  Corey  street  in  that  part  of 
Boston  called  West  Roxbury,  as  is  more  fully 
described  in  said  tax  deed;   and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  John  M.  McDonald  for  the  sum 
of  seven  hundred  twenty-five  (725)  dollars;  now, 
therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of 
Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city  s  right,  title  and  interest 
in  said  parcel  of  land  at  public  auction  at  a  mini- 
mum price  of  seven  hundred  twenty-five  (725) 
dollars;  and  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  pur- 
chaser of  said  land  a  written  instrument  satis- 
factory in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title  and 
interest  of  said  City  of  Boston  in  said  premises 
upon  the  payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at 
said  auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

August  26,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax  title 
property,    I    respectfully    submit    an    offer    from 
John  D.  Mahoney,  55  Lexington  street,  Charles- 
town,   Mass.,  for  the  land  with  building  thereon 
located  at  57  Lexington  street,  Charlestown.  Mass., 
in  the  sum  of  two  hundred  fifty  (250)  dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  September  23,  1936, 
amount  to  three  hundred  fourteen  dollars  and 
twenty-four  cents  ($314.24),  which  includes  the 
nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the  year  1932,  but  does 
not  include  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  two  hundred 
fifty  (250)  dollars  is  approved  by  your  Honor  and 
the  City  Council,  the  property  will  then  be  properly 
advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction  and  sold  to 
the  highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  two  hundred 
fifty  (250)  dollars  will  be  the  minimum  price  for 
the  property  that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and 
will  then  be  announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public 
auction  sale. 

In   my   opinion,   it   will   best  serve   the   city's 
interests  to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 
I    hereby    certify    that    the    within    amount    is 
correct. 

John  F.  Dohertt, 

City  Collector. 

55  Lexington  Street, 
Charlestown, 

August  12,  1937. 
The  property  located  at  57  Lexington  St., 
Charlestown  is  said  to  be  torn  down  on  Monday 
August  17  for  some  back  taxes.  As  this  would 
devaluate  the  property  considerably  on  either  side 
I  mean  a  lot  of  unnessary  expence  on  me  I  am 
willing  to  submit  a  bid  for  said  property  of  250 
dollars.  There's  no  party  wall  between  this 
property  &  mine.  Otherwise  the  amount  of 
damage  done  to  my  property  It  would  not  be  pay 
to  repair.  If  the  property  located  at  57  is  torn 
down  We  can't  expect  to  keep  tennants  under  such 
conditions  &  without  rent  coming  in  we  cannot 
meet  Taxes. 

I  would  indeed  be  very  grateful  if  you  gentlemen 
could  give  this  a  little  consideration  for  the  people 
who  live  around  here  as  well  as  my  self  as  the 
property  all  round  this  are  all  in  good  condition. 
Sincerely, 

John  D.  Mahoney  . 

Whereas,  the  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
September  23,  1936,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemp- 
tion under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5437,  page  81,  to  the  land  and  building 
situate  on  the  southeasterly  side  of  Lexington 
street,  in  that  part  of  Boston  called  Charlestown, 
and  being  numbered  57  in  the  present  numbering 
of  said  Lexington  street;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Mr.  John  D.  Mahoney  in  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($250);  now, 
therefore,  it  is  hereby 


Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of 
Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title  and  interest 
in  said  parcel  of  land  and  said  buildings  at  public 
auction  at  a  minimum  price  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  ($250) ;  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of  said  land  and 
buildings  a  written  instrument  satisfactory  in  form 
to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City  of 
Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  payment  to 
it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said  auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 
August  26,  1937. 
Land  Court  6456. 
File  2678. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax  title 
property,    I    respectfully    submit    an    offer    from 
C.    W.    Whittier    &    Bro.,   82    Devonshire   street, 
Boston,  Mass.,  for  the  vacant  land  at  8,   10,   12, 
14  and  16  Main  street,  Charlestown,  Mass.,  in  the 
sum  of  thirty-five  hundred  (3,500)  dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  June  29,  1937, 
amount  to  three  thousand  seventy-five  dollars  and 
twelve  cents  ($3,075.12),  which  includes  the  non- 
payment of  taxes  since  the  year  1931,  but  does 
not  include  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  thirty-five 
hundred  (3,500)  dollars  is  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property  will 
then  be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at  public 
auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The 
figure  of  thirty-five  hundred  (3,500)  dollars  will  be 
the  minimum  price  for  the  property  that  the  city 
is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be  announced  as  the 
first  bid  at  the  public  auction  sale. 

In    my    opinion,    it    will    best   serve   the   city's 
interests  to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.   Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 
N.  B.     The  City  Collector's  signature  does  not 
appear  hereon  because  1937  taxes  are  not  as  yet 
officially  recorded  in  records  of  Collecting  Depart- 
ment.    However,    based    on    assessed    value   and 
1937  tax  rate  we  have  added  $309.60  to  attached 
cost  sheets. 

C.  W.  Whittier  &  Bro., 

Real  Estate  Brokers, 

Shawmut  Bank  Building, 

82  Devonshire  Street,  Boston, 

August  24,  1937. 
City  of  Boston, 

Office  of  Public  Buildings  Department. 
Attention:  Mr.  Roswell  Gleason  Hall. 
Re:  8,  10,  12,  14  and  16  Main  Street,  Charlestown. 
Gentlemen, — In  behalf  of  a  customer  we  hereby 
make  to  you  a  firm  offer  of  $3,500  cash  for  the 
above  property,  free  of  all  encumbrances,  includ- 
ing 1937  taxes  and  subject  to  approval  of  the  title 
by  the  purchaser's  conveyancer.  We  understand 
in  talking  with  you  this  morning  that  this  offer 
will  be  sent  forward  with  your  approval  to  the 
Mayor  and  Council. 

Thanking  you  for  your  advices,  we  remain, 
Yours  very  truly, 

Norman  W.  Kennt. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
June  29,  1937,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5364,  page  194,  to  the  land  situated  on  the 
southwesterly  side  of  Main  street,  in  that  part  of 
Boston  called  Charlestown,  and  being  numbered 
8,  10,  12,  14  and  16  in  the  present  numbering  of 
said  Main  street;    and 

Whereas.  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  C.  W.  Whittier  &  Bro.  in  the 
sum  of  thirty-five  hundred  dollars  ($3,500);  now, 
therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of 
Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title  and  interest 
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in  said  parcel  of  land  at  public  auction  at  a  mini- 
mum price  of  thirty-five  hundred  dollars  ($3,500); 
and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of  said  land 
and  buildings  a  written  instrument  satisfactory  in 
form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City 
of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  payment  to 
it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said  auction. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  and  Tax  Title  Properties. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions   were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  named,  viz.: 
Claims. 

Mrs.  George  W.  P.  Babb,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  34  Montclair 
avenue. 

Beacon  Auto  Radiator  Company,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  truck  caused  by  an  alleged  defect 
at  1002  Boylston  street. 

Arline  Cincotta,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  111  Savin  Hill 
avenue. 

Arthur  Dimos,  for  refund  on  ash  tickets.  " 

Dinty  Moore's,  Inc.,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  611  Washington  street,  caused  by 
city  truck. 

Helen  Doran,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  57  Eustis  street. 

W.  E.  DuBerger,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  846  Commonwealth 
avenue. 

Mrs.  Minnie  Ginsberg,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

George  V.  Hanley,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

John  Hogan,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Beacon  street. 

Kathryn  M.  Kelleher,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Wilton  and 
Cambridge  streets. 

Joseph  F.  Lighthall,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
,  ment  issued  against  him. 

Perfection  Dental  Laboratory,  for  refund  on 
refuse  tickets. 

Hyman  Finn  and  Albert  Rothberg,  for  com- 
pensation for  injuries  and  damage  to  car  when 
police  officer  commandeered  car. 

Isaac  Shulman,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  vehicle. 

Polit  Wobolas,  to  be  reimbursed  for  expenses  in- 
curred in  repairing  water  pipes  at  15  Lafield  street, 
Dorchester. 

Yuman  Tobacco  Company  of  Dorchester,  for 
compensation  for  damage  to  property  caused  by 
break  in  water  hydrant. 

Martin  Ziman,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Herman  Baum,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Boston  American  League  Baseball 
Company  for  license  to  conduct  Sunday  sports  at 
Fenway  Park,  from  October  11,  1937,  to  March  15, 
1938. 


CONSTABLE'S  BOND  APPROVED. 

The  constable  bond  of  Aber  Uckerman,  having 
been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  was 
received  and  approved. 


RESIGNATION   OF   CONSTABLE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  the  resig- 
nation on  July  31,  1937,  of  Louis  Gorfinkle,  as  a 
constable. 

Placed  on  file. 


INTEREST   IN   CONTRACTS. 

Notice  was  received  from  Mary  W.  Cauley,  em- 
ployee of  the  School  Department,  of  her  interest  in 
a  contract  with  the  city. 


Notice  was  received  from  Harold  F.  Kellogg, 
member  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  of  his 
interest  in  a  contract  with  the  city. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   BY   MAYOR. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  appointment  by  the 
Mayor  of  William  T.  Campbell,  to  be  chairman 
of  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Statistics  Department, 
for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1941. 

Placed  on  file. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order  granting  aid  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  and  their  families  for  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

Coun.  AGNEW  called  up  Nos.  1,  2,  3  and  4  on 
the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  August  30,  1937,  of  Constables  authorized 
to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  bonds,  as  follows: 

William  Davis,  Frederick  J.  Sarno,  Leo  J.  Ziniti. 

2.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  August  30,  1937,  of  Edward  H.  Santarpio 
to  be  a  Constable  without  authority  to  serve  civil 
process  and  to  serve  without  bond. 

3.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  August  30,  1937,  of  Joseph  E.Connaughton, 
of  the  Animal  Rescue  League,  to  be  a  Constable 
without  authority  to  serve  civil  process  and  to 
serve  without  bond. 

4.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  August  30,  1937,  of  Carroll  W.  Gorman  to 
•oe  a  Weigher  of  Coal,  and  William  B.  Regan, 
Edward  F.  Havlin,  J.  Hardie  Henderson  and 
Charles  Martell  to  be  Weighers  of  Goods. 

The  appointments  were  confirmed,  yeas  13, 
nays  0. 


LOAN   FOR   PARK   PURPOSES. 

The  President  called  up  Nos.  5  and  6  on  the 
calendar,  viz.: 

5.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  49  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  as  amended  by 
chapter  281  of  the  Acts  of  1936,  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  obtain  the  approval  of  the  Emer- 
gency Finance  Board  to  the  issuance  of  -514,500 
in  notes,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city,  said  notes,  bonds  or  certificates  to  be  sold  at 
their  face  value  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  that 
the  proceeds  be,  and  hereby  are,  appropriated  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  ordinary  maintenance 
expenses  as  follows: 

Park  Department:  B,  Contractual  Services, 
§14,500. 

On  August  30,  1937,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  16,  nays  0. 

6.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  49  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  as  amended  by 
chapter  281  of  the  Acts  of  1936,  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  obtain  the  approval  of  the  Emer- 
gency Finance  Board  to  the  issuance  "f  S500.000 
in  notes,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of 
the  city,  said  notes,  bonds  or  certificates  to  be  sold 
at  their  face  value  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  that 
the  proceeds  be,  and  hereby  are,  appropriated  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  outstanding  revenue  loans. 

On  August  30,  1937,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  !•"»,  nays  1. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK-  Mr.   President. 
Coun.  GALLAGHER  -Councilor  Shattuck. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK — These  are  two  loan  orders? 
Coun.  GALLAGHER— Yes,  sir. 

('..mi.  SHATTUCK— I  was  not  here  at  the  last 
meeting,  I  wonder  if  somebody  could  state  what 
this  No.  5  order  is  for,  or  why  we  should  borrow 
SI  1,500. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER — It  is  for  an  improvement 
which  is  permanent  in  nature. 

c..nn.  SHATTUCK  — Mr.  President,  I  ask  that 
these  loan  order.-  be  separately  voted  on. 

Coun.  CAI.I.Adll  I.I!  The  ('hair  now  cull-,  up 
No.  5  on  the  calendar,  and  the  clerk  wilt  call  the 
roll. 
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The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  again 
passed,  yeas  17,  nays — Coun.  Shattuck — 1. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— The  Chair  now  calls  up 
No.  6  on  the  calendar,  and  the  clerk  will  call  the 
roll. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  again 
passed,  yeas  16,  nays — Coun.  Wilson — 1. 


REPORT  OF  JOINT  COMMITTEE  ON 
PUBLIC  LANDS  AND  TAX  TITLE 
PROPERTY. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Joint  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  ought  to  pass  on  message  of  Mayor 
and  order  (referred  July  26,  1937)  for  sale  of  land 
at  328  Harrison  avenue. 

2.  Report  ought  to  pass  on  message  of  Mayor 
and  order  (referred  June  14,  1937)  for  sale  of  land 
on  Adams  street,  Dorchester. 

3.  Report  ought  to  pass  on  message  of  Mayor 
and  orders  (referred  August  9,  1937)  for  sale  of 
land  at  1011  and  1011A  Tremont  street,  and  for 
sale  of  thirty  parcels  of  land,  Hyde  Park. 

4.  Report  ought  to  pass  on  message  of  Mayor 
and  order  oreferred  August  30,  1937)  for  sale  of 
land  on  Outlook  road,  Dorchester. 

5.  Report  ought  to  pass  on  message  of  Mayor 
and  orders  (referred  July  26,  1937)  for  sale  of 
land  on  Bayswater  street,  116  and  118B  street, 
Heath  street,  388  East  Eighth  street,  819  East 
Sixth  street,  65  Call  street,  14  Elmore  street, 
West  Fourth  street  and  Dartmouth  place. 

6.  Report  ought  to  pass  on  message  of  Mayor 
and  orders  (referred  July  26,  1937)  for  sale  of  land 
at  592  Columbus  avenue  and  Prescott  street. 
Hyde  Park. 

7.  Report  ought  to  pass  on  message  of  Mayor 
and  orders  (referred  August  30,  1937)  for  sale  of 
land  on  Tuckerman  street  and  Middle  street. 

8.  Report  ought  to  pass  on  message  of  Mayor 
and  orders  (referred  August.  30,  1937)  for  sale  of 
land  at  1  and  1A  East  Lenox  street,  southwesterly 
side  of  Lenox  street,  East  Third  street,  Cummins 
Highway. 

9.  Report  ought  not  to  pass  on  order  (referred 
July  26,  1937)  for  sale  of  land  at  555-561  Medford 
street,  Charlestown. 

10.  Report  ought  not  to  pass  on  order  (referred 
August  30,  1937)  for  sale  of  land  at  easterly  side 
of  Bowdom  street. 

The  reports  of  the  committee  were  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY 
all  the  foregoing  orders  were  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 


INCREASE    IN    INSURANCE    RATES    FOR 
TAXICABS. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  hereby 
records  itself  as  opposed  to  the  proposed  increase 
in  insurance  rates  for  taxicabs,  as  promulgated  for 
the  coming  year,  and  suggests  that  the  Commis- 
sioner on  Insurance  be  requested  to  review  the 
recent  schedule  which  has  been  released  with  a 
view  to  keeping  the  rate  the  same  as  that  which 
prevailed  during  the  past  year. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG— I  would  like  to  say  a 
word  in  connection  with  that  order.  During  the 
past  few  weeks  we  have  noticed  where  the  liability 
insurance  rates  have  been  promulgated  by  the 
State  Insurance  Commissioner.  Among  the 
increases  in  the  insurance  rates — while  others  have 
been  lowered — has  been  the  increase  in  the  taxicab 
rates  in  the  City  of  Boston.  The  taxicab  men  have 
been  doing  the  best  they  can  in  order  that  they 
might  earn  a  living  this  year  and  keep  off  the 
welfare  rolls,  and  every  step  should  be  taken  to 
keep  up  and  encourage  the  employment  of  these 
men  in  the  private  employment  they  are  engaged 
in  rather  than  have  them  on  the  welfare  rolls. 
During  the  past  year  these  men  have  had  quite  a 
struggle  to  meet  and  keep  up  with  the  rates  promul- 
gated during  this  current  year,  and  I  feel  that  the 
Insurance  Commissioner  should  review  the  rates 
that  have  been  promulgated  recently  and  which 
have  increased  the  rates  for  this  class  of  business, 
making  it  almost  prohibitive  for  these  men  to 
retain  their  cabs  and  earn  a  living. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— The  order  is  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Order  referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  took  a  recess  at  3  p.  m.  and  re- 
assembled in  the  Council  Chamber  at  6.05 
p.  m.  and  were  called  to  order  by  Chairman 
GALLAGHER. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  transfer  of  $13,250  from  H, 
relief  items,  in  various  city  departments,  to  H, 
relief  items,  in  the  Hospital,  Election,  Auditing, 
Street  Laying-Out  and  Soldiers'  Relief  Depart- 
ments— that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted.  Order  passed;  yeas  17, 
nays  0. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  loan  and  appropriation  of 
$2,257,000  for  relief  and  other  items  in  seven  city 
departments — recommending  passage  of  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of  1937,  a  loan  in  the 
sum  of  $2,050,000  outside  the  debt  limit,  be.  and 
hereby  is,  authorized,  and  that  the  City  Treasurer, 
upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  be  authorized  to  issue 
bonds  or  notes  therefor,  and  that  the  said  sum  of 
$2,050,000  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of  1937,  for  the  following 
purposes: 

Public  Welfare  Department. 
Central  Office. 

F,  Special  Items $2,000,000 

H,  Relief  Projects 50,000 


$2,050,000 


Report  accepted.  The  order,  as  submitted  by 
the  Mayor,  was  rejected.  The  foregoing  order,  as 
reported  by  the  committee,  was  passed — yeas  16, 
nays — Coun   Norton,  Shattuck — 2. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  ask  con- 
sent to  be  recorded  on  the  two  loan  orders. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— Councilor  Shattuck  asks 
consent  to  be  recorded 

Coun.  SHATTl'CK— Well,  there  are  not  two 
orders;  it  is  one  order. 

Coun.  P.  A.  MURRAY— Three  orders. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— One  order  transfers 
$13,000. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Yes. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER — And  one  order  for  a  loan 
of  $2,050,000. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— It  is  on  the  loaxi  order  I 
ask  to  be  recorded. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— In  the  negative? 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Yes. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— No  objections?  Coun- 
cilor Shattuck  will  be  so  recorded. 

Coun.  NORTON — A  point  of  information. 
Mr.  President.  That  loan  order  is  outside  the  debt 
limit? 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— Yes.  sir. 

Coun.  NORTON— And  in  addition  to  expenses? 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— Yes,  sir. 

Coun.  NORTON— Then  I  ask  to  be  recorded 
in  the  negative. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— Councilor  Norton  asks 
to  be  recorded  in  the  negative  and  he  is  so  recorded. 

2.  Report  on  message  and  orders  (referred 
today)  within  departmental  appropriations — that 
the  same  ought  to  pass  with  the  exception  of  the 
order  transferring  $30,000  in  the  Sanitary  Division, 
Public  Works  Department. 

Report  accepted,  orders  passed — yeas  17,  nays  0. 

3.  Report  on  messages  and  orders  (referred 
today)  for  sale  of  tax  title  properties  at  the  follow- 
ing locations:  328  Harrison  avenue,  Hyde  Park, 
thirty  parcels;  1011  and  101 1A  Tremont  street. 
Outlook  road,  Bayswater  street,  116  and  118  B 
street.  Heath  street,  388  East  Eighth  street,  819 
East  Sixth  street,  65  Call  street,  14  Elmore  street. 
West  Fourth  street,  northeast  side,  Dartmouth 
place,  southeast  side,  1  and  1A  East  Lenox  street, 
Lenox  street,  southwest  side,  East  Third  street, 
southerly  side,  Cummins  Highway,  northeast  side. 

The    report    of    the    committee    recommended 
assage  of  the  foregoing  orders. 
Report  accepted      Orders  read  once  and  sever- 
ally passed — yeas  15,  nays  0. 
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4.  Report  on  message  and  orders  (referred 
today)  for  sale  of  tax  title  properties  on  Tucker- 
man  street  and  Middle  street — recommending 
that  the  orders  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted.  Orders  read  once  and  passed 
— yeas  17,  nays  0. 

5.  Report  on  messages  and  orders  (referred 
today)  for  sale  of  tax  title  properties  at  555-561 
Medford  street  and  Bowdoin  street — recommending 
that  the  orders  ought  not  to  pass. 

Report  accepted.     The  orders  were  rejected. 

6.  Report  on  petition  of  Victoria  V.  Lynn 
(referred  August  9,  1937)  to  be  paid  an  annuity 
on  account  of  the  death  of  her  husband,  late 
member  of  Fire  Department — recommending  pass- 
age of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
340  of  the  Acts  of  1933  an  annuity  of  fourteen 
hundred  dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Victoria 
V.  Lynn,  widow  of  Edward  Richard  Lynn,  a 
member  of  the  Fire  Department  who  died  on 
July  28,  1937,  on  account  of  injuries  received  in 
the  performance  of  his  duty;  said  annuity  being 
made  up  of  allowances  as  follows: 

For  the  widow,  Victoria  V.  Lynn,  so  long  as  she 
remains  unmarried,  $1,000  per  annum. 

For  each  of  the  following-named  children  dur- 
ing such  time  as  he  or  she  is  under  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  or  over  said  age  and  physically  or 
mentally  incapacited  from  earning,  $200  per 
annum:  Gloria  A.  Lynn,  born  November  21,  1930, 
Edward  R.  Lynn,  born  September  16,  1932, 
the  payments  to  date  from  July  28,  1937,  and" to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriations  for  Fire  Depart- 
ment, Pensions  and  Annuities. 

Report  accepted.     Order  passed. 

7.  Resolution  of  Coun.  Rosenberg  (referred 
today)  opposing  increased  insurance  rates  for 
taxicabs — recommending  adoption  of  resolution. 

Report  accepted.     Resolution  adopted. 

8.  Report  on  message  (referred  today)  urging 
appropriation  for  traffic  survey — recommending 
street  communication  be  placed  on  file  and  that 
Mayor  be  notified  that  Council  has  no  authority 
to  initiate  appropriation. 

Report  accepted.     Placed  on  file. 


FACILITIES   FOR   PLAYING    BOCCE. 

<Coun.  FINLEY  and  SELVITELLA  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  provide 
suitable  space  and  facilities  for  playing  the  Italian 
game  of  bowling,  known  as  Bocce,  in  the  various 
playgrounds  of  Boston  where  space  is  available. 

Coun.  FINLEY— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— Councilor  Finley. 

Coun.  FINLEY — I  want  to  comment  very 
briefly  on  that  order.  No  doubt  you  are  all  aware 
of  the  wonderful  interest  that  is  being  taken  in 
that  famous  Italian  ball  game  known  as  Bocce. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER — Come  again,  Councilor? 

Coun.  FINLEY— That  great  Italian  game 
known  as  Bocce.  That  game  has  been  played 
throughout  the  ages  by  the  Italian  people,  but 
today  it  is  being  played  by  the  people  of  all  nation- 
alities, and  I  think  it  would  be  very  appropriate 
if  the  City  of  Boston  provided  suitable  places  and 
facilities  for  playing  that  game,  particularly  in  the 
Italian  sections  of  the  city.  I  understand  that 
the  city  of  Somerville  has  already  made  arrange- 
ments for  providing  courts  and  facilities  for  playing 
the  game,  and  I  hope  this  order  will  receive  favorable 
consideration. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— I  cannot  let  this 
occasion  pass  without  saying  a  word  of  praise  for 
the  councilor  from  Roxbury.  I  had  intended 
of  course,  to  file  that  order  in  conjunction  with 
Councilor  Finley.  As  he  says,  there  is  a  con- 
siderable interest  in  the  game  known  as  Hocce. 
It  is  similar  to  the  American  game  of  bowling  and 
I  think  it  would  be  a  good  idea  for  the  Park  Com- 
missioner to  install  courts  on  which  to  play  the 
game  in  our  various  playgrounds  in  Boston. 

Coun.  P.  J.  FITZGERALD— Mr.   President. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— Councilor   Fitzgerald. 

Coun.  P.  J.  FITZGERALD— In  view  of  the 
statement  of  the  councilor  from  East  Boston, 
I  wonder  if  it  would  be  at  all  possible  for  him  to 
bring  over  some  of  his  friends  from  East  Boston 
and  give  us  a  demonstration  of  that  game  here 
in  the  Council  Chamber. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  I  would 
be  delighted  to  invite  the  councilor  as  well  as  other 


councilors  who  may  desire  to  do  so  to  come  to 
East  Boston,  and  I  assure  you  that  I  will  have  a 
reception  committee  that  will  greet  you  very  gladly. 

Coun.  P.  J.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President, 
what  date  will  that  be?     (Laughter.) 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ROPING    STREETS,    CONSTITUTION    DAY 
PARADE. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  authorized 
to  rope  off  the  streets  at  such  points  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  Constitution  Day  parade,  to  be 
held  on  September  17,  1937,  the  expense  thereof 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Ropes, 
Flags  and  Stakes. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


IMPROVEMENTS,   CEDAR   PARK. 

Coun.  HARRIS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  take 
such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  improve  Cedar 
park,  Roxbury,  particularly  with  reference  to 
benches,  etc.,  fencing,  as  well  as  the  general 
appearance  of  the  park. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 


RENAMING   MADISON   PARK. 

Coun.  HARRIS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  rename 
Madison  Park,  Roxbury,  in  honor  of  the  late 
Michael  Dooley,  who  was  employed  as  caretaker 
of  this  park  for  a  great  many  years.1 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


ATTACKS   ON   MINORS. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  petition 
for  legislation  providing  for  a  mandatory  sentence 
of  twenty-five  years  to  life  for  any  person  convicted 
of  a  criminal  attack  on  a  minor,  and  providing 
further,  that  any  person  taken  into  custody  for 
molesting  a  -child  be  sent  to  the  Psychopathic 
Hospital  for  observation  for  a  period  of  ten  days. 

Coun.  McGRATH— Mr.  President. 

Coun.   GALLAGHER— Councilor  McGrath. 

Coun.  McGRATH — I  was  prompted  to  intro- 
duce this  order  due  to  the  fact  that  there  have  been 
so  many  attacks  on  minor  children  in  the  past.year. 
I  think  an  order  of  this  type  would  be  given  con- 
sideration, and  anyone  realizing  the  fact  that  it  is 
a  mandatory  sentence  for  an  attack  on  any  minor 
child,  confinement  for  twenty-five  years  to  life,  I 
think  it  will  lessen  this  situation. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


TRAFFIC    HAZARDS,    HILL    TOP    STREET. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  (he  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  and 
the  Police  Commissioner  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make  a  survey  of  auto- 
mobile traffic  conditions  on  Milton  and  Hill  Top 
streets.  Dorchester,  with  the  view  of  having  a 
trap  set  to  apprehend  speeding  motorists  at  these 
points. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ADAMS   STREET    BUS. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  die  following: 

Ordered.  That  t lie  trustees  <,f  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated be  requested  to  run  a  bus  along  Adams 
street,  Dorchester,  to  conneol  with  the  rapid 
transit,  train  which  leaves  Fields  Corner  at  5.20 
in  the  morning. 

l'assed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


TRAFFIC   LIGHTS,   ST.   MARK'S   AND 
ST.   ANN'S   CHURCHES. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Traffic    Commissioner    be 
requested  to  install  traffic  signal  lights  at  St.  Ann's 
Church    and    St.    Mark's    Church   in   Dorchester, 
with  funds  from  the  sale  of  city-owned  property. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 


LOWER  AUTOMOBILE   RATE, 
DORCHESTER. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Insurance  Commissioner  of 
the  Commonwealth  be  requested  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  placing  Dorchester  in  the  same 
territorial  division  as  Milton,  thereby  reducing  the 
liability  insurance  rates  for  automobile  owners 
in  the  Dorchester  district  of  Boston. 

Coun.  McGRATH — Just  one  word  on  that 
order.  I  have  before  me  a  rate  card  on  which  the 
rate  in  Dorchester  on  the  light  cars  is  $53.70  and 
$34.60  in  Milton.  Talking  about  my  own  par- 
ticular section  of  Dorchester,  you  can  throw  a 
stone,  practically,  from  any  section  of  my  ward 
into  Milton,  where  there  is  a  difference  of  S20  in 
the  rate  for  light  cars  and  in  the  heavy  cars  a  rate 
of  $53.30  for  Dorchester  and  $37.65  for  Milton. 
The  traffic  in  the  Dorchester  section,  for  the 
residents  of  my  district,  is  not  one  half  as  much  as 
the  automobile  traffic  from  Milton  and  the  other 
points  on  the  South  Shore.  I  ask  the  Insurance 
Commissioner  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
cooperating  at  least  in  my  section  of  Dorchester, 
to  have  the  same  rates  of  insurance  as  in  Milton. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 


FLAT   RATE,   AUTO   INSURANCE. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  confer  with  the  State  Insurance  Commissioner 
with  a  view  to  abolishing  the  zoning  system  in 
connection  with  automobile  liability  insurance 
and  the  replacing  of  same  through  the  establish- 
ment of  a  State  Protection  Fund  under  which 
automobiles  can  be  insured  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth at  a  flat  rate,  and  under  which  in- 
capable drivers  will  have  to  pay  increased  rates, 
while  the  rates  for  competent  drivers  will  be 
correspondingly  decreased. 

Coun.  McGRATH— On  that,  Mr.  President, 
just  a  word  on  that  order.  This  is  an  order  for  a 
flat  rate  and  that  a  careful  driver  should  be  bene- 
fited, whereas  a  driver  that  has  had  several  acci- 
dents through  his  own  fault  should  be  penalized. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 


REDUCED  RATE  ON  HOME  MORTGAGES. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  confer 
with  the  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the 
City  Treasurer  and  impress  such  officials  with  the 
desirability  of  inducing  executives  of  all  banks  in 
Boston  and  the  State  with  the  necessity  of  re- 
ducing mortgages  on  homes  to  4  per  cent. 

Coun.  McGRATH — In  regard  to  that  order,  a 
few  years  ago  the>  interest  on  deposits  in  savings 
banks  was  from  3-J-  per  cent  to  i\  per  cent  and  the 
interest  on  mortgages  was  6  per  cent.  Today  the 
interest  on  deposits  has  been  reduced  from  2 
to  1  J  per  cent,  but  the  interest  on  mortgages  has 
only  been  reduced  to  about  5}  per  cent.  I  think 
that  if  it  was  suggested  or  ordered  for  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  City  of  Boston  to  do  business  only 
with  banks  who  would  cooperate  with  the  home 
owners  and  reduce  the  interest  on  mortgages  to 
4  per  cent  and  also  the  Treasurer  of  the  Common- 
wealth, I  think  we  would  get  some  action  for  the 
home  owners  on  this  order. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


FIRE   HAZARD,  ELM    STREET. 
Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That   the   Building   Commissioner   be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 


board  up  the  premises  at  91   to  95  Elm  street, 
Charlestown,   to  prevent   children    from    entering 
the  premises  and  causing  a  fire  hazard. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


CLEANING    SEWERS,    CHARLESTOWN. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
clean  the  sewers  in  Charlestown,  Ward  2. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


IMPROVEMENTS,    PARK    AT    SULLIVAN 
SQUARE. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered  That   the   Park   Commissioner   be   re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
new  edgestones  and  resurface  the  sidewalks  in  and 
around  the  park  at  Sullivan  square.  Charlestown. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


SIDEWALK,  SEVER   STREET. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Sever  street  (both 
sides),  Ward  2,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


POWDERED    MILK. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Director  of  Public  Welfare, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  demand  that  the 
Federal  authorities,  who  are  supplying  the  pow- 
dered milk  and  dried  prunes  as  a  supplement  to 
the  budget  of  welfare  recipients,  either  supply 
fresh  milk  and  vegetables  or  give  the  money  to 
the  Director  so  that  he  can  purchase  and  disburse 
fresh  milk  and  vegetables. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Very  briefly  in  regard  to 
that  order;  I  saw  a  demonstration  at  the  home  of 
a  recipient  of  aid  the  other  day.  He  took  some 
of  the  powdered  milk  and  mixed  it  strictly  according 
to  the  directions  on  the  container  and  the  mixture 
was  offered  to  the  cat  and  the  cat  refused  to  drink 
it;  so  that  I  thought  it  was  a  good  idea  to  stop 
giving  out  these  powdered  food  products  and  the 
prunes,  and  give  the  people  fresh  vegetables  with 
the  money,  or  nothing  at  all. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


GYMNASIUM,    WARD    6. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered-  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  provide 
for  the  erection  of  a  municipal  building  containing 
a  gymnasium  and  shower  baths  in  War,d  6,  South 
Boston. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— When  I  first 
came  here,  I  introduced  an  order  for  a  health 
station  in  South  Boston.  I  think  it  was  for 
$500,000.  The  Mayor  at  that  time  saw  fit  to 
approve  the  idea  while  disapproving  the  resolution, 
because  he  said  in  his  letter:     (Reads.) 

"I  beg  to  add  that  the  problem  of  providing  a 
gymnasium  combined  with  certain  other  municipal 
facilities  for  the  South  Boston  district  is  now 
under  examination  by  me  and  I  hope  soon  to  be 
able  to  present  a  plan  that  will  be  acceptable  to 
the  City  Council  and  pleasing  to  the  residents  of 
South  Boston." 

The  Mayor  also,  when  a  delegation  from  South 
Boston  spoke  to  him  about  it,  promised  that  he 
could,  in  time  and  before  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  office,  build  that  gymnasium.  In  connec- 
tion with  that  order,  he  came  over  before  a  Boys' 
Club  in  South  Boston  and  said  that  before  next 
Christmas  would  come  around,  that  is,  the  Christ- 
mas that  is  to  come,  he  would  have  a  suitable 
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place  for  the  boys  in  South  Boston  to  exercise  in, 
and  they  would  have  a  suitable  guymnasim. 
However,  the  time  is  drawing  close  and  I  do  not 
want  to  take  too  much  time  on  this  matter,  but  I 
do  want  to  ask  him  if  he  intends  to  build  the 
gymnasium,  to  go  ahead  and  do  it  now  so  that  the 
people  of  South  Boston  will  not  have  to  depend 
upon  the  next  Mayor,  whoever  he  may  be,  for 
this  needed  improvement. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


INTEREST    RATES    ON    UNPAID    TAXES. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Collector  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  reduce  the 
interest  rate  from  8  to  6  per  cent  on  all  taxes  over 
$200  remaining  unpaid  and  from  6  to  4  per  cent 
on  all  taxes  up  to  S200  which  are  still  outstanding. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— I  hope  that  the 
Mayor  will  take  cognizance  of  this  fact,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  we  get  only  one  half  per  cent 
and  why  should  they  make  people  that  pay  so  much 
pay  6  to  8  per  cent  interest? 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— The  rate  of  interest  is 
set  by  statute,  and  we  will  refer  the  order  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— I  would  like  to 
have  it  go  right  through,  Mr.  President. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER — It  would  only  make  us 
appear  ridiculous. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Well,  that  has 
been  done  before.     (Laughter.) 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— The  order  will  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee.     So  voted. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— I  doubt  the 
result  of  that  vote  and  ask  for  a  roll  call. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— Councilor  Murray 
doubts  the  vote  and  asks  for  a  roll  call.  The 
clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Coun.  TOBIN — Mr.  President,  I  raise  a  point 
of  order. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— What  is  the  point  of 
order? 

Coun.  TOBIN — That  the  matter  is  not  one 
which  can  be  acted  upon  here  today. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— The  point  is  well 
taken,  and  the  matter  is  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— I  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER — Councilor  Murray  ap- 
peals from  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  Those  in 
favor  of  sustaining  the  Chair  will  respond  in  the 
usual  manner  when  the  clerk  calls  the  roll. 

[Discussion  off  the  record.] 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— A  roll  call  it  will  have  to 
be. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— The  motion  is  with- 
drawn. The  order  is  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


OVERPASS,   FOREST   HILLS. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  and  KILROY 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  advisability  of  constructing 
an  overpass  at  Forest  Hills  and  the  Parkway, 
which  is  now  considered  one  of  the  most  dangerous 
crossings  in  Boston. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  rules. 


ESCALATOR,  GREEN  STREET. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  and  KILROY 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  consider  the  advisability  of  installing 
an  escalator  at  the  Green  Street  Station  of  the 
Boston  Elevated. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— There  arc  fifty- 
five  steps  in  the  Green  Street  Elevated  Station 
for  people  to  climb  up  and  down,  and  now,  since 
the  buses  have  been  put  in  there,  it  makes  it  hard 
for  the  old  people  to  try  to  make  rapid  transit 
from  Jamaica  Plain  in  town,  because  they  have 


to  climb  those  fifty-five  steps.  I  hope  this  order 
for  the  escalator  at  this  station  will  pass  and  that 
this  body  will  see  the  advisability  of  putting  in 
that  escalator  to  enable  people  to  get  around 
there  a  little  more  quickly  in  getting  in  town. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


DUMP,  AMERICAN  LEGION  HIGHWAY. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Health  Commissioner  of 
Boston,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  matter  of  immediately 
closing  the  dump  located  right  on  the  American 
Legion    Highway    in    Roslindale. 

Coun.  NORTON— The  big  dump  located  right 
in  the  midst,  of  homes  on  the  American  Legion 
Highway,  Roslindale,  is  a  disgrace.  There  is  not 
another  situation  like  it  in  the  state.  For  miles 
around  this  residential  area  is  polluted  with  odors, 
flies  and  rats.  Here  is  a  big,  yawning,  stinking 
dump  stuck  right  up  to  within  a  few  feet  of  a  major 
highway  in  the  midst  of  a  residential  area.  I 
request  the  Health  Commissioner,  through  the 
Mayor,  to  close  it  at  once. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


RENAMING  BLUE  HILL  AVENUE. 

Coun.  NORTON,  ROSENBERG  and  BRACK- 
MAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  consider 
the  advisability  of  renaming  Blue  Hill  avenue,  in 
Boston,  to  "Brandeis  avenue." 

Coun.  NORTON — Boston  should  consider  re- 
naming Blue  Hill  avenue  and  call  it  "Brandeis 
avenue."  Boston  should  seek  to  signally  honor 
this  eminent  American  during  his  lifetime.  We 
should  feel  proud  of  Justice  Brandeis  because  it 
was  right  here,  at  the  age  of  thirty^eight,  that  he 
gave  up  the  private  practice  of  law  in  order  to  be- 
come the  people's  attorney,  free  of  charge.  For  a 
lifetime  he  stood  for  the  poor  and  friendless  against 
the  might  of  intrenched  wealth.  He  has  done  as 
much  to  make  life  a  bit  better  for  the  under- 
privileged masses  as  any  Bostonian  that  I  know  of. 
Rabbi  Wise  rightly  terms  him  "the  noblest  living 
Jew."  Every  Boston  school  child  should  know  the 
history  of  this  Olympian  American.  His  eminent 
career  is  one  of  Boston's  priceless  heritages. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


COLLECTION  OF  DELINQUENT  WATER 
TAXES. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  advisability  of  establishing 
a  central  bureau  in  the  Water  Division  of  the 
Public  Works  Department  for  the  collection  of 
delinquent  water  bills. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNALS,   DANGEROUS   INTER- 
SECTIONS. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  provide  for  a  transfer  of  $25,000  from  Sales  of 
City  Tax  Title  Properties  to  assure  the  installation 
of  necessary  automatic  traffic  signals  at  dangerous 
intersections,  including  the  intersection  of  Wash- 
ington, Harvard  and  Bowdoin  streets;  liluc  Hill 
avenue  and  Glenway  street ;  Blue  Hill  avenue  and 
American  Legion  Highway;  Blue  Hill  avenue  and 
Talbot  avenue;  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Woodrow 
avenue,  and  Morton  and  Harvard  streets.  Ward  14. 
Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


EDGESTOXKS.   BREMEN  STREET. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of     Public 
Works  install  granite  edgestonea  :ii   .'S74  Bremen 

street.  Ward  1,  in  front  of  the  e  i  <t<  bordering 
I  hereon,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the 
Special  Acts  of  111  17 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 
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Coun.  SELVITELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  install  granite  edgestones  along  Orient 
avenue,  from  numbers  162  to  252,  inclusive, 
Ward  1,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special 
Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


SIDEWALK,   BENNINGTON   STREET. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  960-980  Bennington 
street,  Ward  1,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12 
feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  granolithic,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts 
of  1917. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


WHITE   WAY    SYSTEM,    DORCHESTER 
AVENUE. 

Coun.    TOBIN    and     McGRATH    offered    the 

following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install  a  "White  Way" 
lighting  system  along  Dorchester  avenue,  from 
Gibson  street  to  Greenwich  street. 

Passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 


FORTY-HOUR   WEEK,   CITY   EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  TOBIN — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER — Go  ahead,  Councilor 
Tobin. 

Coun.  TOBIN— At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Council,   I   introduced   an   order  for  a  forty-hour 


week  for  the  Printing  Plant  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
That  order  was  sent  to  the  Executive  Committee 
in  order  to  hear  various  labor  men  and  representa- 
tives of  the  city  employees  on  that  plan.  The 
order  was  unanimously  passed  in  this  body  in 
open  meeting,  but  through  an  error  it  was  not 
recorded  in  the  City  Record,  and  in  order  to  correct 
the  records  of  the  Council,  and  to  have  this  inserted 
properly,  I  make  this  statement. 


CONSTITUTION   DAY.   CLOSING   OF   CITY 
AND  COUNTY  BUILDINGS. 

Coun.  WILSON  offeref  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    his   Honor   the    Mayor   request 
Suffolk    County   department    heads    to    close    the 
Court  House  in  this  county  on  Friday,  September 
17,  in  observance  of  Constitution  Day. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
to  close  all  city  buildings  on  Friday,  September  17, 
as  an  aid  to  the  general  observance  of  Constitution 
Dav. 

Coun   WILSON— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— Councilor  Wilson. 

Coun.  WILSON — Very  briefly,  I  believe  the  city 
and  the  county  should  cooperate  to  the  fullest 
extent  with  the  plans  on  foot,  under  the  sponsorship 
of  the  Governor,  to  make  Friday  of  this  week  an 
outstanding  date  in  the  history  of  this  Common- 
wealth, incidental  to  the  proposed  celebration  of 
Constitution  Day,  so  called.  I  would  assume  that, 
of  course,  the  city  will  take  some  steps,  and  I  also 
feel  that  the  most  appropriate  departments  to  ob- 
serve the  day  are  those  departments  having  to  do 
with  the  Courts  of  this  country,  and  I  do  therefore 
hope  that  a  request  by  the  Mayor  will  result  in  the 
closing  of  the  courts  as  part  of  the  celebration,  to 
give  the  people  in  the  Court  House  and  the  jurors 
an  opportunity  to  participate  on  Friday. 

Orders  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  FINLEY,  the  City  Council 
adjourned  at  6.45  p.  m..  to  meet  on  Monday, 
September  20,  1937,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m. 


CITY    OF    BOSTON    PRINTING    DEPARTMENT 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  September  20,  1937. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  'City  Council  of  the 
City  of  Boston  in  the  City  Council  Chamber, 
City  Hall,  at  2  ,p  m.,  President  FITZGERALD 
in  the  chair,  and  all  the  members  present 
except   Conn.    Kilroy   and    Roberts. 


APPOINTMENTS    'BY    THE    MAYOR 
The   following    appointments   were   received : 
City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   September  20,  1937. 
To  the  City   Council 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
Honorable  Body  I  hereby  appoint  Mr.  Martin 
H.  McManus  of  27  Flavia  street,  Dorchester, 
and  Mr.  Michael  J.  Doolin  of  26  Potosi  street, 
Dorchester,  constables  of  the  City  of  Boston 
for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1938,  without 
power  to  seirve  civil  process  and  to  serve  with- 
out  bond. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  '-September  20,  1937. 
To    the  City  Council. 

'Gentlermen,-^-Siubject  to  confirmation  by  your 
Honorable  Body  I  hereby  appoint  the  follow- 
ing-named persons  constables  of  the  City  of 
Boston  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1938, 
authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing 
bond  : 

John  M.  Crawford,  27  Washington  street, 
Ward  2  ;  William  E  Kane,  4  West  Cedar  street, 
Ward  5 ;  John  S.  Towk,  31  Harvard  street, 
Boston,    Mass. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,   Mayor. 
Severally     laid     over    for    one     week     under 
the  Law. 


FIRE    HAZARDS    IN    CHARLESTOWN. 
The  f ollowing   was   received : 
City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   September  20,  1937. 
To   the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  Fire  Commissioner  relative 
to  your  brder  of  August  30,  1937,  concerning 
the  advisability  of  investigating  certain  loca- 
tions in  Charlestown  as  fire  hazards. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Fire    Department,    September     17,     1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor   of    Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I   am  returning   herewith    bo  your 
Honor  an  brder  passed  by  the  City  Council   on 
August     '30,     1937,     requesting     that     the     Fir,' 
Commissioner    investigate   certain    locations    in 
Charlestown  as  to   fire   hazard. 

Inspections  have  been  made  of  all  the  loca- 
tions named  on  the  order  and  reports  con- 
crening   them   are   attached    hereto. 

Practically  all  of  these  locations  have  been 
inspected  by  members  of  the  Fire  Department 
on  previous  occasions  and  reports  have  been 
sent   to   the   Building   Department. 

At  this  time  reports  on  all  the  locations  are 
again  being  sent  to  the  Building  Department, 
which  department  has  authority  over  those 
buildings. 

Very   truly   yours. 
Edward   F.   McLaughlin, 

Fire   Commissioner. 


Ward  2. 
33  Auburn  street,  dilapidated  condition;  31 
Auburn  street,  dilapidated  condition ;  4  Bel- 
lows place,  occupied,  fair  condition ;  3  Bel- 
lows place,  dilapidated  condition ;  2  Bellows 
place,  dilapidated  condition  ;  16  Bartlett  street, 
dilapidated  condition;  03  Bartlett  street,  build- 
ing toeing  repaired  ;  2  Badger  place,  dilapidated 
condition  ;  3  Badger  place,  dilapidated  condition  ; 
5  Cottage  street,  dilapidated  condition ;  34 
Cottage  street,  dilapidated  condition  ;  40  Cot- 
tage street,  dilapidated  condition  ;  barn,  corner 
Cottage  and  Medford  street,  dilapidated  con- 
dition ;  46  Cottage  street,  dilapidated  condition  ; 
42  Cottage  street,  dilapidated  condition  ;  44 
Cottage  street,  dilapidated  condition ;  2 
Chauncey  place,  dilapidated  condition  ;  36  Dun- 
stable street,  building  razed ;  91  Elm  street, 
dilapidated  condition  ;  91J  Elm  street,  dilapi- 
dated condition,  95  Elm  street,  dilapidated  con- 
dition ;  93  Elm  street,  dilapidated  condition  ; 
5  Essex  street,  building  razed  ;  barn  on  Ed- 
ward street,  building  razed  ;  34  Ferrin  street, 
dilapidated  condition  ;  3'6  Ferrin  street,  dilapi- 
dated condition  ;  44  Ferrin  street,  dilapidated 
condition ;  7  Forest  place,  vacant,  open  to 
public  ;  18  Ferrin  street,  dilapidated  condition  ; 
5  Fremont  place,  vacant,  open  to  public ;  7 
Frothingham  avenue,  vacant,  very  unsafe  con- 
dition; 3  Fremont  place,  dilapidated  condi- 
tion ;  23  Jefferson  avenue,  dilapidated  condi- 
tion;  11  Lexington  avenue,  vacant,  open  to 
putolic  ;  11  Lyndeboro  street,  vacant,  all  open; 
corner  Lyndeboro  and  Middlesex  streets,  di- 
lapidated condition  ;  296  Main  street,  dilapi- 
dated condition ;  294  Main  street,  dilapidated 
condition  ;  6  Marshall  place,  dilapidated  con- 
dition ;  43  Monument  street,  vacant,  all  open  ; 
25  Monument  street,  dilapidated  condition  ;  37 
Moulton  street,  dilapidated  condition ;  39 
Moulton  street,  dilapidated  condition  ;  43  Moul- 
ton street,  dilapidated  condition,;  41  Moulton 
street,  dilapidated  condition  ;  4  Neal  court, 
dilapidated  condition  ;  3  Neal  court,  dilapi- 
dated condition  ;  5  Neal  court,  dilapidated  con- 
duction; 5  Oak  street,  vacant,  boarded  up; 
48  Polk  street,  vacant,  open  windows ;  1 
Russell  place,  building  razed  ;  36  Russell  street, 
dilapidated  condition  ;  2  Russell  place,  build- 
ing razed;  173  Rutherford  avenue,  vacanl, 
boarded  up,  clapboards  missing;  36  St.  Martin 
street,  dilapidated  condition ;  38  St.  Martin 
street,  dilapidated  condition  ;  66  School  street, 
dilapidated  condition;  34  St.  Martin  street, 
dilapidated  condition ;  4  Short  Street  place, 
dilapidated  condition;  1  Short  Street  place, 
dilapidated  condition ;  21  Sullivan  street,  dilapi- 

'  >!  condition;  68  School  street,  dilapidated 
condition  ;  2  Trenton  street,  dilapidated  con- 
dition ;  22  Walker  place,  vacant,  open  to 
public. 

'Note. — In  reporting  these  buildings  to  the 
Building  Department,  all  buildings  found 
structurally  weak  or  dilapidated;  the  reports 
carry  recommendation  that  the  buildings  be 
razed. 

Placed    on    file. 


UNDERPASS,   BROADWAY  STATION. 
The   following   was  received: 
City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor.  September   17.   1987 
To    the   City    Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I     transmit     herewith     a     com- 
munication    from     the     Traffic     Commissioner 
rela  i  -    to    your    order    <>f    August     80,     1987, 
concerning     the    advisability    ■(    securin 
upper    level   of    the    Broadway   Tunnel   Station 
for  use  as  an   automobile  underpa     . 
Beeped  fully, 
FREDERICK    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Traffic   Commission,   September   16,   1987. 
Hun.    Frederick    W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 

e  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
of     Council     order,     dated     August     30 
1937,    which    reads    as    follows: 

•'Ordered.    That    the    Traffic    Commissioner    be 
requested,    through    his    Honor   the   Mayor,    to 
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consider  the  advisability  of  securing  the  upper 
level  of  the  Broadway  Tunnel  Station  for 
use  as   an    automobile   underpass." 

There  is  existing  at  present  a  subway  under 
Dorchester  avenue,  running  from  a  ipoint  im- 
mediately south  of  West  Fourth  street  to  a 
point   on    Foundry  street. 

This  subway  was  used  by  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  for  its  cars  during  the  period  that 
Broadway  Station  was  opened  to  the  public 
and  Andrew  Square  Station  was  not  yet 
opened. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Andrew  Square 
Station    this    subway   has    not   been    used. 

The  use  of  this  subway  as  an  underpass  for 
automobiles  has  been  suggested  many  times, 
but  on  account  of  the  construction  and  main- 
tenance cost  it  has  been  deemed  to  be  too 
expensive. 

A  request  was  made  to  Col.  Thomas  F. 
Sullivan,  chairman  of  the  City  of  Boston 
Transit  Department,  in  July,  1929,  for  an 
estimate  covering  the  cost  of  reconstructing 
this  subway  so  as  to  make  it  available  for 
automobiles,  and  the  total  yearly  cost  for 
maintaining   it. 

Col.  Thomas  F.  Sullivan  stated  over  the 
phone  that  the  estimate  he  furnished  at  that 
time  would  still  hold   as  of   1937. 

The  following  are  excerpts  from  a  report 
submitted  by  Col.  Thomas  F.  Sullivan,  chair- 
man, City  of  Boston  Transit  Department, 
July    23,    19(28: 

This  entire  structure  is  financed  by  the 
Boston  Elevated  as  part  of  the  Dorchester 
Tunnel  at  a  rental  df  4',  per  cent  of  the 
total  cost.  It  is  estimated  that  the  value 
of  this  portion  of  the  structure  is  $275,000. 
To  this  should  be  added  the  cost  of  necessary 
changes  in  the  physical  character  of  the 
structure,  such  as  removal  of  tracks  and 
equipment,  the  installation  of  a  new  lighting 
and  ventilating  system,  .the  construction  of 
partitions  in  the  station  proper  to  prevent 
the  irases  from  entering  that  portion  devoted 
to  the  Dorchester  Rapid  Transit,  the  installa- 
tion of  a  new  granite  iblock  pavement,  etc., 
at  an  approximate  cost  of  $300,000.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  yearly  maintenance  cost 
for  policing,  lighting  and  power  for  driving 
the  ventilating  equipment,  cleaning  and  minor 
repairs    is    about    $70,000. 

Summarizing  the  yearly  costs,  it  will  be 
approximately    as    follows : 

Construction,   $300,000  at  41  per  Cent $13,500 

Less  of  rental,  $275,000  at  ti  per  cent....  12,375 
Maintenance  70,000 


$95,875 


For  a  total  distance  of  about  550  feet  this 
structure  is  a  single  tube,  which  would  permit 
the  passage  of  only  one  line  of  vehicles,  conse- 
quently there  is  no  opportunity  for  cars  to  pass 
each   other    in   case   of  a  breakdown. 

In  the  event  of  fire,  there  would  be  no 
way  of  reaching  the  scene  of  the  fire  quickly 
with  apparatus,  and  the  rapidity  with  which 
a  gasoline  fire  spreads  might  cause  serious 
disaster. 

Respectfully    yours, 

William    P.    Hickey, 

Commissioner. 
Placed   on    file. 


COMMITTEE      ON      TRAFFIC      PROBLEMS. 

The    following    was    received : 
City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  20,   1937, 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — Recently  I  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  traffic  problems  to  cooperate  with 
the  Traffic  Commission  and  other  boards  in 
an  attempt  to  solve  the  traffic  p'roblems  of 
the    City    of    Boston. 

This  committee,  since  ite  organization,  has 
done  considerable  research  work  and  is  mak- 
ing a  very  substantial  contribution  to  the 
sum  of  knowledge  upon  this  subject.  It  is 
desirous    of    making    a    survey    in    other    large 


cities  and  traffic  centers  and  to  report^  any 
conclusions  which  they  may  reach  as  a  result 
of  such  observations  to  the  authorities  in 
Boston.  I  am  of  opinion  that  such  survey 
might    bring    a    worthwhile    result. 

An  appropriation  would  be  necessary  in 
order  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a  small  sub- 
committee  of    not    more   than    five   persons. 

I  submit  herewith  an  order  transferring 
one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000)  from  the  Reserve 
Fund  to  defray  transportation  and  hotel  ex- 
penses    for    this     committee. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $1,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  transferred  from  the  appropriation 
for  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for 
Traffic  Research  Committee,  to  be  expended 
by  said  committee,  under  the  direction  of 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of 
its    duties. 

Referred    to    Executive    Committee. 


TRANSFER     OF     APPROPRIATION. 

The    following    was    received : 
City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  20,   1937. 
To    the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — Under  date  of  July  23,  1937, 
I  informed  your  Honorable  Body  that  I  was 
in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  the  City 
Auditor  dated  July  22.  1937.  advising  that 
the  Contingent  Fund,  used  for  the  payment 
of  claims,  executions  of  court,  court  fees, 
expert  witnesses,  legal  and  miscellaneous  ex- 
penses, was  practically  exhausted.  In  my 
communication  I  recommended  the  adoption 
of  an  order  providing  for  the  transfer  of 
*75.000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  Con- 
tingent Fund.  On  July  26,  1937,  your  Honor- 
able Body  deemed  it  necessary  only  to  sanc- 
tion the  transfer  of  $10,000  of  the  $75,000 
recommended. 

Again  under  date  of  August  9,  1937,  I 
informed  your  Honorable  Body  that  the 
$10,000  added  to  the  Contingent  Fund,  with 
your  approval,  on  July  26,  1937.  was  prac- 
tically expended  and  that  a  further  transfer 
was  necessary.  In  my  communication  I  rec- 
ommended the  adoption  of  an  order  providing 
for  the  transfer  of  $65,000  from  the  Reserve 
Fund  to  the  Contingent  Fund.  Under  date 
of  August  30,  1937,  your  Honorable  Body 
sanctioned  the  transfer  of  only  $15,000  of 
the    $65,000    recommended. 

I  am  now  advised  by  the  City  Auditor  that 
the  Contingent  Fund  is  again  practically 
exhausted  and  a  further  transfer  is  neces- 
sary in  order  to  meet  the  mandatory  recurring 
expenses  which  are  chargeable  against  this 
fund.  I  submit  herewith  an  order  providing 
for  the  transfer  of  $50,000,  the  remaining  bal- 
ance from  the  original  transfer  order  of 
$75,000.  from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  Con- 
tingent Fund  and  respectfully  recommend 
its  adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1S93  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and     hereby     is.     authorized    to     transfer : 

From  the  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund, 
$50,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  Contingent 
Fund  (for  the  payment  of  claims,  executions 
of  court,  court  fees,  expert  witnesses,  legal 
and     miscellaneous     expenses),     $50,000. 

Referred    to    the    Executive    Committee. 


TRANSFERS      WITHIN      DEPARTMENTAL 
EXPENSES. 
The   following   was   received : 

City    of    Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September   17,   1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  requests  for  trans- 
fers  within    departmental   appropriations    have 
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been  examined  and  investigated  by  the  Bud- 
get Commissioner.  I  accordingly  recommend 
adoption  of  the  accompanying  orders  by 
your    Honoralble    Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  -authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Institu- 
tions  Department,    Child    Welfare  Division : 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $'600,  to  the  appropriation  for  D. 
Supplies,    $600. 

City  of  Boston, 
Institutions    Department,    September    15,    1937. 
Walter   A.    Murray,  _ 

Budget    Commissioner. 

Dear  Sir, — For  the  reasons  as  below  ex- 
plained, will  you  kindly  approve  and  forward 
to  the  Mayor  the  following  request  for  trans- 
fer within  the  appropriations  of  the  Institu- 
tions   Department : 

From  the  appropriation  for  Child  Welfare 
Division,  B-17,  Care  of  Persons,  $500;  B-17, 
Care  of  Persons,  $100,  to  the  appropriation 
for  Child  Welfare  Division,  D-l,  Office,  $500 ; 
D-8,    Laundry,    Cleaning   and   Toilet,    $100. 

D-l,  amount  required  for  postage  and  office 
supplies   for   the   remainder  of   the  year. 

D-8,  amount  required  for  combs  and  toilet 
articles  for  children  during  the  remainder  of 
the    year. 

Respectfully, 
Commissioner  J.  W.  Lane,  M.  D. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  In- 
stitutions Department,   Child  Welfare  Division : 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Storekeeper, 
Assistant,  1  at  $1,250  a  year,  $63.09,  to  the 
appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service,  1, 
Permanent  Employees,  Storeroom  Attendant, 
1,   at   $800    ($1,050)    a   year,    $63.09. 

City  of  Boston, 
"Institutions    Department,    September    15,    1937. 
Walter    A.    Murray, 

Budget  Commissioner. 
Dear  Sir, — For  the  reasons  as  below  ex- 
plained, will  you  kindly  approve  and  forward 
to  the  Mayor  the  following  request  for  trans- 
fer within  the  appropriations  of  the  Institu- 
tions   Department : 

From  the  appropriation  for  Child  Wel- 
fare Division,  A-l,  Permanent  Employees, 
1  Assistant  Storekeeper  at  $1,250  a  year, 
$63.09,  to  the  appropriation  for  Child  Welfare 
Division,  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  1  store- 
room attendant,  at  $800  ($1,050)  a  year, 
$63.09. 

To  provide  for  increase  in  salary  of  Wil- 
liam J.  Finn  from  $800  to  $1,050  a  year, 
dating    from    October    1. 

Respectfully, 
Commissioner   J.   W.   Lane,   M.   D. 
Referred    to    Executive    Committee. 


CONSTABLE'S  BOND  APPROVED. 

The  constable's  bond  of  Frederick  J.  Sarno, 
having  Jbeen  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treas- 
urer,   was    received    and    approved. 


FINANCE      COMMISSION     REPORT 
RECEIVED. 

Report  of  the  Finance  Commission,  dated 
September  15,  1'937,  of  investigation  into  the 
transactions  of  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  with  the  George  Robert  White  Fund 
and  with  the  city  departments,  received  and 
placed    on    file. 

Report    as    follows : 


City    of    Boston, 
The  Finance  Commission, 

September    15    1937. 
To    the   Honorable   the   Oity   Council. 

Gentlemen, — At  a  meeting  of  your  Honor- 
able Body  held  on  April  5,  1937,  an  order  was 
adopted  and  transmitted  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mission requesting  the  commission  to  make 
an  investigation  into  the  transactions  of  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  with  the 
George  Robert  White  Fund  and  with  the  city 
departments. 

The  commission  engaged  George  R.  Farnum, 
Esquire,  as  special  counsel  to  conduct  the  in- 
vestigation as  requested  by  you.  Mr.  Farnum 
has  presented  to  the  commission  the  first  in 
a  series  of  reports  by  which  he  intends  to 
summarize  the  evidence  produced  in  his  in- 
vestigation. This  report  has  been  accepted 
by    the    commission. 

The  commission  hereupon  submits  to  you 
a  copy  of  this  first  report  as  a  reply,  in  part, 
to  your  request  for  an  investigation.  The 
commission  will  submit  other  reports  later 
as  they  are  accepted  by  the  commission. 
Respectfully      submitted, 

David     Laskbr,     Ohaiirman, 
E.   Mark  Sullivan, 
Robert    Robinson, 
James     E.     Macuire, 
Joseph   A.   Scolponeti, 

The    Finance    Commission. 

September    14,    1937. 
To    the    Finance    Commission    of    the    City    of 
Boston. 

Gentlemen, — On  April  20,  1937,  you  author- 
ized me  to  conduct  an  investigation  requested 
by  special  vote  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
City  Council  into  transactions  between  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  and  the 
City  of  Boston,  both  as  trustee  of  the  George 
Robert    White    Fund    and    otherwise. 

Your  instructions  to  me  at  that  time  were 
substantially  that,  with  the  facilities  of  the 
Finance  Commission  at  my  disposal,  I  was 
expected  to  find  the  facts  in  relation  to  cer- 
tain charges  made  by  members  of  the  City 
Council  and,  having  found  the  facts,  to  pre- 
sent them  to  the  Finance  Commission  at 
public     hearings. 

The  charges  by  the  councilors  upon  which 
the  order  for  an  investigation  was  based  were 
briefly,  that  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  had  been  unduly  favored  in  the 
award  of  work  by  the  management  of  the 
George  Robert  White  Fund  and  by  various 
city  department  heads ;  that  in  the  payment 
for  this  work  the  best  interests  of  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund  and  the  city  departments 
were  entirely  neglected  ;  and  that  as  a  result 
of  this  neglect  a  certain  portion  of  the  Funds 
of  the  White  Trust  and  the  City  of  Boston 
wore    squandered. 

After  a  careful  survey"  of  the  situation, 
which  included  the  examination  of  all  the 
minutes  of  Council  meetings  respecting  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  and  its 
relations  with  the  City  and  the  White  Trust-- 
and  the  data  and  information  already  as- 
sembled by  the  Finance  Commission's  stall 
relating  to  the  type  of  work  performed  by  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company — it.  seemed 
most  practicable  to  concentrate  on  the  work 
by  this  company  for  the  White  Trust.  Much 
of  the  work  performed  for  the  city  depart- 
ments was  of  such  a  nature  that  it  could  not 
be  readily  inspected  or  appraised.  To  pass 
intelligently  upon  it  would  in  many  . 
necessitate  almost  complete  undoing  of  Work 
long    done. 

In  respect  to  the  work  performed  for 
I  In-  city  departments,  therefore,  I  have  not 
gone  beyond  establishing  the  amount  of  it 
and  the  circumstances  under  which  much  of 
it  was  given  out.  Neither  time  nor  funds 
wire  available  for  further  compliance  with 
the  Council  order  in  regard  to  this  part  of 
the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  trail 
actions. 

I  have,  however,  endeavored  to  obtain  and 
present  to  you  every  fact  obtainable  concern- 
ing the  work  for  the  White  Trust.  In  this 
task-  I    have    lu in    Inspired    by    the    hope    that 
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CITY    COUNCIL, 


if  mismanagement  were  found,  the  very  ex- 
posure of  it  under  your  auspices  would  lead 
to  improvement,  in  methods  of  managing  all 
municipal  trusts,  the  value  of  which  would  be 
cumulative    as    time    goes    on. 

In  view  of  the  large  volume  of  testimony 
taken  during  the  protracted  heatings  and  the 
great  number  of  exhibits  introduced,  I  have 
decided  to  submit  my  conclusions  to  the  com- 
mission in  a  series  of  reports  dealing  with 
conveniently  divided  parts  of  the  case.  This 
is    the    first    such    report. 

History  of  White  Trust. 

Under  the  Fourteenth  Article  of  his  will — 
allowed  March  2,  1922 — the  late  George  Rob- 
ert White  left  his  entire  residuary  estate  to  the 
city,  to  be  held  as  a  permanent  charitable 
trust  to  be  known  as  the  George  Robert  White 
Fund.  With  certain  restrictions,  the  net  in- 
come was  to  be  used  for  creating  works  of 
public  utility  and  beauty  for  the  use  and  en- 
joyment   of    its    inhabitants.  . 

The  will  further  provided  for  the  control 
and  management  of  the  Fund  and  the  dis- 
bursement of  the  income  by  a  board  of  five 
trustees  to  consist  of  the  Mayor  as  chairman, 
the  President  of  the  Gity  Council,  the  City 
Auditor,  the  President  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  the  President  of  the  Bar 
Association  of  the  City  of  Boston.  It  also 
stipulated  that  the  business  of  the  Fund  should 
be  transacted  through  the  regular  departments 
of  the  city  and  that  a  convenient  office  should 
be  'maintained  where  the  books  and  records 
should  be  readily  accessible  for  public  in- 
spection. 

The  Fund  consisted  almost  entirely  of  busi- 
ness properties,  principally  located  on  Boylston, 
Tremont,  Washington  and  State  streets.  The 
Boylston  street  buildings  were  old  residences 
which,  with  the  change  in  the  character  of 
the  district,  had  been  converted  into  shops  and 
offices    and,    in    one    instance,    a    restaurant. 

The  city  accepted  the  trust  and  an  office 
was  established  in  the  City  Hall.  The  original 
board  of  trustees  appointed  a  manager  to 
handle  the  real  estate  at  an  annual  salary  of 
$20„000  out  of  which,  however,  he  paid  ap- 
proximately $5,000  a  year  for  the  services  of 
a  clerk.  This  system  was  continued  in  force 
until  May,  1935.  The  first  manager  selected 
was  George  E.  Phelan,  who  was  succeeded 
upon  his  death  in  1930  by  Edward  L.  Logan. 
George  L.  Driseoll  has  held  the  position  as 
clerk    of    the    Board    since    the    beginning. 

The  present  trustees,  with  the  dates  of  their 
respective  accessions  to  the  Board,  are  as 
follows : 

Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor,  January, 
1934. 

John  I.  Fitzgerald,  President,  City  Council 
January,    1934. 

Charles    J.    Fox,   City    Auditor,    June,    1934. 

Eliot  Wadsworth,  President,  Chamber  of 
Commerce,   July,   1933. 

Bentley  W.  Warren,  President,  Bar  Associa- 
tion,   October,    1934. 

On  May  26,  1935,  the  term  of  Logan  as 
manager  was  due  to  expire.  A  large  number 
of  aspirants  were  pressing  their  respective 
claims  to  succeed  to  his  lucrative  post.  At 
the  meeting  of  the  trustees  on  May  23  the 
Corporation  Counsel  attended  at  the  instance 
of  the  Mayor  and  expressed  orally  the  cautious 
opinion  "that  the  administration  of  the  Fund 
by  the  city  departments  acting  under  the 
supervision  of  five  unpaid  trustees  was  con- 
sistent with  the  intention  of  the  testator  and 
within  the   competence  of  the  city." 

Though  there  may  have  been  some  informal 
discussion  previously  as  to  the  legality  of 
I  he  managerial  system  in  force,  the  opinion 
of  the  Corporation  Counsel  was  not  formally 
requested  by  the  Board  and  his  presence  at  the 
meeting  was  not  anticipated  by  a  majority  of 
the  trustees.  At  some  time,  presumably  later 
■he  went  further  and  rendered  a  formai 
written  opinion  to  the  effect  that  the  trustees 
may  not  retain  the  services  of  any  one  to 
care  for  and  manage  the  real  estate  of  the 
Trust." 

At  all  events,  the  trustees  voted,  without 
further  consideration,  to  dispense  with  a  paid 


manager,  with  the  result  that  the  embarass- 
ment  otf  making  a  selection  from  among  the 
importunate  candidates  was  avoided.  It  is  not, 
however,  my  intention  here  to  pass  one  way 
or  another  on  the  technical  accuracy  of  the 
opinion  of  the  Corporation  Counsel.  From  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  brought  about,  it  was 
doubtless   timed   by    political   expediency. 

At  another  meeting  (May  24)  formal  votes 
were  passed,  among  others,  designating  Ros- 
well  G.  Hall,  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings, as  manager  of  the  real  estate  and  Charles 
J.   Fox,   City  Auditor,  as  auditor  of  the  Fund. 

Expenditures  for  Repairs. 
Under  the  system  of  paid  managers,  the 
policy  was  to  let  the  property  on  net  leases. 
Under  net  leases  the  tenants  assumed  the  up- 
keep,. Disbursements  (by  Ithe  White  Fund 
management  for  repairs  constituted  a  very 
small  item.  Coincident  with  the  appointment 
of  Hall  as  manager  of  the  real  estate,  how- 
ever, the  situation  changed.  Many  of  the 
leases  expired  and  many  portions  of  the 
properties  became  vacant.  Repair  bills  be- 
came a  very  substantial  and  constantly  mount- 
ing  expense. 

From  May  27,  1935,  the  date  of  Hall's  ap- 
pointment, until  April  1,  1937,  the  bills  for 
repairs  and  improvements  amounted  to  $16S,- 
559.36.  Of  this  amount  $137,531  was  for  work 
performed  by  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company.  The  balance  was  made  up  of  $24,- 
329.79  paid  to  P.  J.  Riley  &  Co.  for  plumb- 
ing, .steam  fitting,  and  steel  plating  a  boiler 
room  floor;  and  $6,69S.57  paid  to  the  Nicker- 
son  Electric  Company  for  electrical  installa- 
tions and  service.  Of  the  $137,531  for  work 
t'iven  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company 
s74.930.97  was  for  waterproofing  the  basement 
and  certain  foundation  work  at  premises  190- 
2D0  lijylston  street  and  the  balance  of  $62,- 
600.03    was    for   general   repairs. 

There  was  an  entire  absence  of  any  proper 
method  in  contracting  for  the  work,  a  deplor- 
able neglect  of  supervision  and  inspection, 
and  a  reprehensible  laxity  in  checking  and 
approving  the  bills.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to 
say  that,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  the 
machinery  of  administration— if  it  could  be 
dignified  by  such  a  term — broke  down  almost 
completely.  The  Fund  was  left  not  only  with- 
out any  adequate  safeguards,  but  practically 
without  any  protetcion  at  all. 

Failure  to  Define  Scope  of  Manager's  Authority. 

The  necessity  or  desirability  of  defining 
and  limiting  the  scope  of  Hall's  authority  to 
contract  for  repairs  and  improvements  never 
seems  to  have  occurred  to  the  trustees  until 
September,  1936.  It  was  brought  forcibly  to 
their  attention  at  that  time  as  a  result  of  the 
discovery  by  the  City  Auditor,  a  trustee,  that, 
without  any  notice  to  the  trustees.  Hall  had 
run  up  two  large  bills.  A  vote  was  there- 
upon passed  requiring  Hall  to  obtain  previous 
authorization  before  incurring  obligations  in 
excess  of  $2,000.  With  this  exception,  the 
evidence  shows  that  there  was  no  consensus 
about  the  matter.  Trustees  Wadsworth,  War- 
ren and  Fitzgerald  appear  to  have  acted  on 
the  assumption  that  the  repairs  under  Hall 
would  not  substantially  exceed  those  made 
under  Logan  unless  the  trustees  were  kept 
informed. 

When  this  investigation  commenced,  the  dis- 
covery of  the  enormous  disproportion  between 
the  cost  of  general  repairs  under  Logan  and 
under  Hall  caused  the  trustees  a  rude  awak- 
ening. As  Fitzgerald  expressed  it,  "We  never 
dreamed  in  the  wildest  moments  that  in  any 
one  year  the  expenditures  would  mount  up  to 
fifty  or  sixty  thousand  dollars."  The  further 
discovery  of  the  manner  in  which  the  work 
had  been  given  out  and  the  monopoly  in  its 
line  given  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Com- 
pany, a  company  practically  unknown  to  a 
majority  of  the  trustees  until  this  investiga- 
tion began,  further  contributed  to  their  d;s- 
comfiture. 

Neglect   to    Establish    Order   System. 
In    every   department   of   the  city   under   the 
Mayors    control    it   has   been   the   practice   for 
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years  to  issue  written  service  orders  over  the 
signature  of  the  department  'head  (for  work 
iby  outside  contractors.  The  orders  in  general 
describe  the  work  to  he  'performed  and  other 
material  terms  of  the  agreement.  Copies  of 
these  orders  are  transmitted  to  the  office  of 
the  City  Auditor  for  use,  among  other  things, 
in  checking  the  bills  when  ultimately  rendered, 
both  as  to  authorization  and  performance. 
This   is  known  as  the  order  system. 

This  system  was  never  in  force  in  the  White 
Fund  under  either  Phelan  or  Logan.  How- 
ever, their  expenses  for  repairs  were  .negligible. 
It  was  in  force  in  Hall's  own  department  of 
Public  Buildings  but  he  failed  to'  establish 
it  in  the  White  Fund  after  his  appointment 
as  manager  of  the  real  estate.  The  reason  for 
this  neglect  he  was  unable  to  explain  satis- 
factorily— ^particularly  in  the  face  of  un- 
precedented and  constantly  mounting  expenses, 
and  his  admission  that  it  was  "a  very  fine 
plan"  and  "a  very  good  check"  on  expendi- 
tures. 

This  failure  to  safeguard  the  Fund  must 
also  be  largely  shared  by  Fox.  He  was  un- 
able to  give  a  satisfactory  reason  for  failure 
to  require  it.  As  City  Auditor  he  was 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  prevailing  prac- 
tice. He  admitted  that  the  system  was  "very 
helpful,"  "very  essential"  and  "very  necessary" 
for  an  accurate  check  olf  the  bills.  The 
trustees  had  by  vote  expressly  imposed  upon 
him  the  responsibility  for  checking  and 
auditing  "the  accounts  of  all  transactions 
and  expenditures  connected  with  and  concern- 
ing   the   -management"    of    the   Fund. 

Finally,  Fox  had  the  obligations  of  a  trus- 
tee, though  it  was  impossible  to  elicit  from  him 
any  notion  of  what  he  conceived  his  duties 
as  such  to  be ;  notwithstanding  that  Fox 
rigidly  required  regular  city  departments  to 
comply  with  its  provisions,  at  no  time  did 
he  ever  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  order 
system  in  the  White  Fund  until  the  investiga- 
tion had  disclosed  the  lack  of  protection  of 
the    Fund. 

Then  on  June  4,  1937, — two  months  after 
the  investigation  had  been  voted  by  the  City 
Council  and  the  lack  of  such  a  system  had 
been  brought  out  in  the  Finance  Commission 
investigation, — on  the  recommendation  of  Fox, 
the  trustees  voted  that  the  Fund  "make  ar- 
rangements at  once  to  have  started  in  this 
office  an  order  system,  such  as  is  used  in  other 
departments  of  the  city,  whereby  all  order* 
for  work  to  be  done  on  properties  of  the  Fund 
such  as  repairs,  alterations,  supplies,  etc., 
will  be  covered  by  a  written  order  and  num- 
bered, in  order  to  have  a  complete  check  on 
all   work   done   by   this   Fund." 

_  It  is  a  significant  commentary  on  the  situa- 
tion that  both  Trustees  Wadsworth  and  Warren 
supposed  all  along  that  some  such  system  was 
in  force.  Trustee  Wadsworth  expressed  him-' 
self  as  "very  much  surprised  to  find  that 
we  did  not  have  an  order  system."  Truste  • 
Warren,  equally  surprised,  characterized  the 
order  system  as  "the  ordinary  prudent  prac- 
tice with  all  of  us  who  are  having  repairs 
made."  He  added,  "I  don't  think  I  would 
ever  turn  a  contractor  loose  in  my  house  or 
on  my  property.  If  I  did,  I  shouldn't  do 
it  more  than  once."  Yet  the  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company  was  turned  loose  on  the 
White    Fund    properties. 

To  all  intents  and  purposes  Hall  seems  to 
have  delegated  almost  full  authority  to  Dris- 
coll,  the  clerk,  to  contract  for  repairs.  He 
testified  that  he  regarded  Driscoll  as  "the 
actual  manager  of  the  real  estate."  He  wen  L 
so  far  as  to  add  "I  am  of  the  opinion  thai  the 
Board  of  Trustees  thought  so  themselves." 
though  on  the  Mayor's  objection  to  this 
statement,  he  later  modified  it.  Driscoll  em- 
phatically rejected  any  such  responsibility. 
He  stated  that  he  only  ordered  the  work  on 
Hall's  authorization.  He  occasionally  pointed 
out  to  the  contractor  on  the  premises  what 
was  to  be  done,  but  often  he  merely  teleph 
instructions.  He  insisted  that  in  all  c  I 
this  was  after  consultation  with  and  on  in- 
structions   from    Hall. 


Lack    of    Inspection    Work. 

Substantially  all  the  general  repairs  were 
done  on  a  time  and  material  basis.  In  not 
a  single  instance  was  there  ever  a  timekeeper 
or  inspector  representing  the  White  Fund  or 
the  city  on  the  job.  Hall  testified  that  he 
looked  to  Driscoll  to  be  timekeeper  and  in- 
spector on  top  of  all  his  other  work  as  office 
clerk  and  assumed  that  he  (Driscoll)  had 
acted    in    all   these   capacities. 

On  the  othe  hand,  Driscoll  swore  that  he 
was  never  instructed  to  be  timekeeper  or 
inspector,  either  by  Hall  or  by  the  trustees, 
never  regarded  it  as  his  duty,  did  not  con- 
sider himself  qualified  to  do  it,  and  had  no 
time  with  his  other  responsibilities.  In  fact, 
Driscoll  testified  that  he  early  called  to  Hall's 
attention  the  necessity  of  an  inspector,  though 
nothing    came    of    it. 

Thus  the  interests  of  the  Fund  were  entirely 
unprotected.  Additionally,  there  never  seems 
to  have  been  any  inspection  and  approval  of 
the  work  when  completed,  Hall  and  Driscoll 
characteristically  placing  the  blame  for  this 
neglect    at    each    other's    door. 

Laxity  in  Approval  of  Bills. 
The  bills  for  these  repairs  were  submitted 
monthly,  itemized  as  to  time  and  character 
of  labor  furnished,  equipment  employed  and 
materials  supplied.  Many  of  them  contained 
a  great  multiplicity  of  items.  When  they 
were  received  they  were  checked  by  Driscoll 
as  to  the  correctness  of  the  computations. 
He  testified  that  his  examination  went  no 
further.  In  the  nature  of  things,  it  could 
not  have  gone  much  further,  as  he  had  no 
inspection  reports  to  enable  him  to  verify  the 
accuracy  or  honesty  of  a  single  item  of  labor, 
equipment    or    materials    charged. 

The  bills  were  then  submitted  to  Hall, 
who.  similarly,  without  any  aid  in  checking 
them,  signed  his  name  as  manager  of  the 
real  estate  on  the  .  attached  statement  of 
invoices  over  the  word  "Correct."  The  bills 
were  thereafter  transmitted  to  the  Mayor. 
He  admitted  that,  without  any  examination 
whatever,  in  reliance  upon  Driscoll  and  Hall 
and  without  any  previous  audit  by  Fox,  he 
signed  his  name  as  chairman  of  the  trustees 
on  the  statement  of  invoices  over  the  word 
"Approved." 

Finally  the  bills  were  sent  to  the  City 
Auditor's  office.  Here  they  appear  to  have 
received    but    perfunctory    examination. 

Fox  testified  that,  with  two  or  three  ex- 
ceptions, he  never  saw  a  single  White  Fund 
bill.  He  further  deposed  that,  though  some 
of  the  bills  on  their  face  would  call  for  an 
explanation,  he  was  never  consulted  by  the 
Mayor  about  any  of  them.  He  assumed  that 
the  Mayor  had  called  upon.  Hall.  However, 
Hall  testified  that  he  had  no  recollection 
that  the  Mayor  ever  discussed  with  him  any 
of    the    bills   before   approving   them. 

It  is  apparent  that,  under  such  a  practice, 
it  was  impossible  to  protect  the  White  Fund 
against  inaccurate,  fraudulent  or  fictitious 
charges  for  labor  furnished,  equipment  used 
or  materials  supplied.  In  other  words,  the 
fund  was  practically  at  the  mercy  of  the  con- 
tractor. 

Work  Awarded  Without  Competition. 
Section  30  of  the  City  Charter  obligates 
every  officer  or  board  in  charge  of  a  city 
department  when  about  to  do  any  work  or 
make  any  purchase,  the  estimated  cost  of 
which  alone,  or  in  conjunction  with  other 
similar  work  or  purchase  which  might  prop- 
erly be  included  in  the  same  contract,  amounts 
to  or  exceeds  one  thousand  dollars,  to  ad- 
vertise for  proposals.  An  exception  is  made 
only  where,  upon  compliance  with  certain 
formalities,  the  Mayor  gives  written  authority 
to    do    otherwise. 

This  familiar  provision  was  never  applied 
to  the  repair  work  for  the  White  Fund  and, 
surprisingly  enough,  because  oi  its  funda- 
mental Importance,  never  seems  to  have  been 
erioush  considered  by  the  trustees  or  by 
Hall.  -In  the  course  of  hi.s  testimony  the 
Mavor  expressed  the  confident  opinion  that  it 
had     no    application    to    the    White    Fund,    not- 
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withstanding  that  after  May,  1935,  the  Fund 
was  administered  through  the  regular  city 
departments.  However,  when  it  came  to  award- 
in"  to  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Com- 
pany first  the  contract  of  waterproofing  tne 
premises  at  190-200  Boylston  street  and  after- 
wards a  supplementary  contract  for  certain 
foundation  work,  in  both  cases  the  prescrip- 
tions of  the  section  were  strictly  followed  by 
publishing  in  the  City  Record  the  reasons  for 
dispensing  with  advertising.  But  even  if 
these  charter  provisions  did  not  technically 
apply  to  the  White  Fund,  they  should  have 
been   followed   in   general  for  its  protection. 

Trustee  Wadsworth  expressed  himself  as  very 
much  amazed  that  there  had  been  no  ad- 
vertising for  bids.  The  situation  was  even 
worse,  for,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  no  competitive 
bids  had  ever  been  informally  invited  at  any 
time  for  any  of  the  repair  work.  Further 
than  that,  though  Hall  denied  it,  Driseoll  testi- 
fied that  shortly  after  Hall's  appointment  as 
manager,  he  introduced  to  him  William  J. 
Driseoll,  owner  of  the  Codman  Hill  Construc- 
tion Company,  and  stated  that  that  concern 
was    to  do   all   the  White  Fund   repairs. 

Lax   Bookkeeping   Practices. 

The  books  of  account  of  the  Fund  have  been 
kept  by  Driseoll  and  have  been  annually 
audited  by  outside  accountants.  This  audit  has 
been  rarely  available  before  the  summer  or 
early  fall  following  the  close  of  the  year.  Fox 
never  exercised  more  than  the  most  casual 
oversight  of  these  books.  He  was  surprisingly 
ignorant  of  what  they  consisted  of,  though  by 
vote  the  trustees  had  charged  him  with 
the  duty  "to  keep  the  books  and  records  re- 
lating to  the  management  of  the  Fund,  and 
to  deposit"  them  "in  some  convenient  place- 
in  City  Hall,  properly  indexed  and  readily 
accessible  during  business  hours  for  the  reason- 
able  inspection   of  citizens." 

There  was  no  current  posting  of  the  ledger. 
This  was  only  done  once  a  year  by  Driseoll 
on  the  eve  otf  the  annual  audit.  The  result 
was  that  material  information  in  reference 
to  the  business  of  the  Fund  was  rarely  con- 
veniently available  to  the  trustees,  or  to  the 
public.  Yet  George  Robert  White  indicated 
in  his  will  that  he  wished  the  public  to  have 
at  all  times  "full  knowledge  of  the  conduct  of 
the  business  of  the  Fund."  Hall  claimed  that 
he  had  only  gone  over  the  books  "several 
times."  It  did  not  appear,  however,  that  the 
Mayor  or  Trustees  Fitzgerald,  Wadsworth,  or 
Warren  had  ever  examined  them  or  displayed 
any  interest  whatsoever  in  the  manner  in  which 
they    were   kept. 

Improved  Methods  Resulting  from 
Investigation. 
In  connection  with  these  matters  alone,  the 
investigation  can  boast  already  of  solid  ac- 
complishments in  the  public  interest.  As  a 
result  of  its  disclosures,  important  changes 
have  been  introduced  into  the  administrative 
machinery  of  the  White  Fund  to  meet  the 
woeful  deficiencies  disclosed.  Doubtless  others 
will  follow.  As  pointed  out,  the  order  system 
has  been  formally  adopted.  It  is  now  also 
provided  that  there  shall  be  sent  to  the  in- 
dividual trustees  a  copy  of  the  regular  monthly 
requisition  sheet  submitted  to  the  auditor's 
office.  This  sheet  contains  a  summary  of  the 
current  bills  against  the  Fund  with  the  names 
of  the  contractors  and  aggregate  amounts  of 
payments  to  each.  The  trustees  will,  therefore, 
no  longer  be  ignorant  of  the  amount  of  ex- 
penses that  are  being  incurred  and  the  con- 
tractors dealt  with.  They  have,  moreover,  ap- 
parently been  aroused  to  a  new  sense  of  their 
responsibilities.  The  orgy  of  expenses  has 
abruptly  ended.  The  last  repair  job  under- 
taken— though  involving  less  than  $400 — was 
awarded  by  the  trustees  themselves  as  the  re- 
sult of  competitive  bidding.  As  long  as  this 
policy  is  continued,  favored  political  con- 
tractors are  likely  to  receive  short  shrift.  A 
comprehensive  audit  of  the  accounts  of  the 
Fund  has  been  undertaken.  Tne  Corporation 
Counsel  has  been  instructed  to  obtain  from  the 


courts  an  authoritative  construction  of  certain 
provisions  of   George  Robert  White's  will. 

Furthermore,  the  City  Auditor  has  recently 
issued  what  is  described  in  the  City  Record 
for  July  31  last  as  "New  Regulation  Pre- 
pared ...  for  the  Handling  of  City's 
Business"  of  a  comprehensive  character,  ef- 
icctive  in  September.  Therein  it  is  pointed 
out  that  "The  examination  of  bdls  is,  with- 
out doubt,  the  most  important  piece  of  work 
pei  formed  by  any  department  in  the  city" 
and  that  "careful  attention  should  be  given  to 
every'  detail  and  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  city  should  be  protected  at  every  step." 

Among  other  specified  provisions  is  the  re- 
quirement that  "Where  trucking  is  charged 
lor,  the  tonnage  of  the  truck  be  shown."  This 
is  of  peculiar  interest  because  of  the  amount 
charged  the  White  Fund  by  the  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company  for  hire  of  trucks  whose 
tonnage  was  never  specified. 

No  "lump  sum"  bills  will  be  recognized  in 
the  future  by  the  Auditing  Department.  All 
invoices  submitted  for  repairs  to  department 
equipment  or  structures  must  show  complete 
detail  of  the  repair  cost. 

All  contracts  for  work  amounting  to  $2,000 
or  over  must  be  supported  by  a  written  con- 
tract. 

While  the  importance  of  all  these  steps  should 
have  been  apparent  to  competent  and  diligent 
fiduciaries  and  officials  from  the  beginning, 
they  were  postponed  until  their  necessity  was 
brought  home  at  the  expense  of  the  trust 
Hinds  of  the  city  and  by  this  investigation. 

This  report  has  dealt  with  the  deficiencies  of 
the  White  Fund  administration  in  establish- 
ment of  an  orderly  and  adequate  system  of 
procedure  until,  faced  with  public  exposure 
of  their  delinquency,  the  trustees  assumed  a 
control  and  supervision  that  should  always 
have  been  exercised  by  them.  The  belated 
adoption  of  a  system  that  had  proven  its 
value  in  other  city  activities  cannot  return 
to  the  White  Fund  any  of  what  may  have 
been  lost  by  earlier  methods  of  administra- 
tion, but  can  provide  a  safeguard  against 
further  exploitation  of  this  valuable  gift  to 
the   citizens   of   Boston. 

Respectfully   submitted, 

George   R.    Farnum, 

Special   Counsel. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committee   named,   viz.: 

Claims. 

Bridget  Burke,  for  compensation  for  collapse 
of  water  boiler  at  5  Vineland  street,  Brighton, 
caused   by   water   being   shut  off. 

Fera  Fioravanti,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Com- 
mercial street. 

Mary  Kean,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  IS  Academy 
Hill   road. 

Anna  J.  Kieran,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Academy 
Hill   road. 

National  Ice  Cream  Company,  Inc.,  of  East 
Boston,  for  compensation  for  damage  to  truck 
by   city   truck. 

National  Ice  Cream  Company,  Inc.,  at  East 
Boston,  for  compensation  for  damage  to  truck 
by    city    truck. 

Nathan  Rotman,  for  compensation  (for 
damage   to   car   by   city   truck. 

Rokas  Zickevich,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 


OPINION  OF  COUNCIL  ON  APPOINTMENT 
OF  HUGO  L.  BLACK  AS  SUPREME 
COURT   JUDGE. 

Coun.    DOWD    offered   the  following: 
Resolved,     That   the  City   Council  of   Boston, 
Massachusetts,    in    meeting    assembled,    records 
its    opinion    that    Hugo    L.    Black,    recent    ap- 
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pointee  as  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  .States,  is  unfit  by  every  rule  or 
measure,  and  every  conception  of  true  Ameri- 
can principles,  to  sit  in  supreme  judgment 
of  others  on  the  highest  tribunal  in  our 
governmental  system ;  that  Hugo  L.  Black 
has  demonstrated  Iby  his  allegiance  to  an  un- 
American  organization  that  he  has,  and  may 
again,  violate  a  cardinal  'principle  of  our 
government  'written  into  our  constitution.,  that 
every  man  is  entitled  to  life,  liberty  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness  without  regard  to  his 
religion ;  and  the  Boston  City  Council  is 
further  of  the  opinion  that  Hugo  L.  Black 
should  be  denied  the  (privilege  and  the  right 
to  take  his  seat  on  the  highest  bench  of  our 
judicial  system,  and  that  either  the  President 
of  the  United  States  should  openly  demand 
his  resignation,  or  that  the  House  of  (Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress  should  immediately  con- 
vene for  the  'purpose  of  impeaching  Hugo  L. 
Black,  so  that  the  last  resort  of  free  govern- 
ment and  the  last  hope  of  free  peoples  in  this 
land  should  not  be  tainted  by  the  membership 
of  one  whose  previous  record  is  proof  that  he 
is  not  alone  unfit  to  sit  on  the  Supreme  Court 
bench  but  unfit  to  represent  or  act  for  the 
public   in  any  capacity,  whatsoever. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  believe  that 
resolution  speaks  for  itself.  We  all  were 
soimelwhat  amazed  in  the  last  month  when  we 
read  the  'stories  'pertaining  to  the  recent 
judge  appoinited  and  confirmed  by  the  United 
States  Senate.  In  justice  to  the  President  of 
the  United  'States  and  those  senators  'who 
voted  for  the  confirmation  of  Mr.  Black,  I 
do  not  assume  any  one  of  them  felt  at'  the 
time  he  was  connected  in  any  way  with  the 
un-American  organization  which  he  is  con- 
nected with  officially.  I  am  introducing  the 
resolve  in  order  that  the  great  City  of  Bos- 
ton, which  lis  a  cosmopolitan  city  composed 
of  all  classes  and'  races,  but  after  all  American 
citizens,  might  say  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States :  "We  'resent  the  appointment 
and  the  confirmation  of  said  Black,"  and  I 
say  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
out  of  the  spirit  of  fair  play  for  all  Americans 
throughout  the  country  that  he  should  im- 
mediately demand  that  Judge  Hugo  L.  Black 
resign  from  the  Supreme  Court  and  I  say  to 
the  leaders  in.  Congress  and  Senate  while  they 
are  out  of  session  now,  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  decision  is  so  important  and  the 
situation  'is  so  critical  that  if  necessary  the 
House  and  Senate,  both  branches  of  our  Leg- 
islature, should  convene  immediately  and  if 
Mr.  Black  does  not  resign  he  should  be  im- 
peached' by  the  lower  and  upper  House  of 
out    national    administration. 

Coun.  WILSON— 'I  must  admit  that  while 
I  agree  with  the  sentiments  expressed  that 
.  the  new  Supreme  'Court  Judge  should  not 
serve  on  that  body,  as  a  member  of  that  body, 
1  would  go  further  and  would  frankly  admit 
he  should  never  have  been  appointed  in  the 
first  place  to  serve  on  that  body.  It  is  amaz- 
ing here  in  Boston  and  throughout  the  country 
to  watch  the  efforts  to  bail  out  that  over- 
whelming majority  in  Congress  who,  having 
all  the  facts  with  reference  to  this  man  Black 
that  are  now  known,  voted  for  his  confirma- 
tion. Not  only  did  the  President  of  the  United 
States  send  in  his  nomination  but  Congress 
refused  even  to  hold  up  the  nomination  while 
they  verified  the  suspicions  that  were  pre- 
sented' right  before  their  eyes  and  he  was  not 
only  nominated  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  that  exalted  position,  which  as 
Councilor  Dolwd  says  is  the  last  bulwark  of  our 
Constitution,  but  they  rushed  him  through  for 
fear  they  would  get  the  verification  of  the 
truth  before  the  votes  were  cast,  and  it  is 
certainly  amazing  to  see  these  efforts  to  bail 
out  these  men  in  Congress  who,  with  all  this 
information  available,  voted  to  confirm  the 
President's  appointment.  These  accusations 
that  we  read  in  the  paper  are  not  new.  Every 
man  on  the  street  throughout  the  country,  let 
alone  Washington,  knew  of  Black's  alleged 
connections  with  the  order  with  which  he  has 
ndw  been  linked.  Every  man  on  the  street 
throughout  the  country   knew   the  story   of   his 


defence  in  a  certain  murder  case  in  his  home 
state  that  reeked1  to  the  heavens,  and  still 
the  President  of  the  United  States  appointed 
him  and  the  majority  in  Congress  confirmed 
him  and  rushed  through  the  confirmation  for 
fear  certain  facts  would  come  out,  and  now 
they  are  out,  and  I  don't  know  why  this 
particular  body,  in  this  remote  section  of  the 
country,  which  has  no  authority  in  the  prem- 
ises, should  attempt  to  tell  a  Congress  which 
is  already  on  record, — blindly  on  record, — 
what  we  all  know,  namely,  that  they  fell 
down  in  their  duty  and  were  caught  in  pushing 
through  an  appointment  that  should  never 
have  been  made. 

Coun.  iBRjAOKMAN — From  the  remarks  of 
the  previous  speaker,  I  gather  he  is  opposed 
to  the  appointment,  but  I  cannot  tell  whether 
he  is  in  favor  of  this  resolution  or  not.  I 
think  regardless  of  whether  or  not  it  is  directly 
our  business,  this  Council  should  go  on  record 
as  favoring  the  resolution  of  Councilor  Dowd  as 
to  one  of  the  most  abominable  appointments 
that  has  ever  been  made  in  this  United  States, 
and  it  is  our  business  here  in  Boston,  where 
liberty  'was  created,  to  step  in  and  let  Con- 
gress know  that  we  here  in  Boston  are  op- 
posed to  such  narrowmindedness  and  such 
bigotry  as  to  put  a  man  who  has  shown  that 
he  is  un-American  in  every  respect  into  this 
high  tribunal,  and  the  more  pressure  that  is 
'put  on  Congress  from  every  section  of  the 
country  the  better.  They  will  know  how 
people  feel  about  this  appointment  and  they 
will  take  drastic  steps  to  remedy  this  great 
mistake.     I   trust  the  resolution   will   pass. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Rules. 


LAYING     OUT     OF     CUSHINC     TERRACE. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
Quested  to  instruct  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment to  lay  out  and  construct  as  a  pub- 
lic way  Cushing  terrace  in  the  Dorchester 
district. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


ELIMINATION  OF  SERVICE,  INSTALLA- 
TION AND  CONNECTION  CHARGES 
BY     TELEPHONE     COMPANY. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Utilities  Commis- 
sion be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  consider  and  to  hold  public  hear- 
ings on  a  proposed  elimination  of  all  service, 
installation  and  connection  charges  by  the 
New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Com- 
pany. 

Coun.  McGRATH— Mr.  President,  it  was 
my  privilege  to  introduce  an  order  to  the 
Council  some  time  ago  asking  the  Public 
Utilities  Commission  to  abolish  the  charge  for 
the  so-called  French  telephone.  I  appeared 
at  a  hearing  before  the  Public  Utilities  last 
week  and  was  very  happy  to  learn  that  the 
charges  on  the  so-called  French  telephone 
had  been  abolished ;  but  at  the  same  time  a 
-story  appeared  in  the  Boston  1'ost  of  April 
24,  1936,  and  the  article  says  that  the  Phone 
Company  hits  back  at  prober  and  the  article 
goes  on  to  say  there  was  no  excess  profit, 
but  a  short  while  ago  they  abolished  the 
charge.  I  am  going  a  little  further  today, 
Mr.  President,  and  ask  that  the  installation 
charge  be  abolished, — the  installation  eharge 
on  telephones  to  be  put  into  the  home, — 
an  instrument  that  is  used  to  help  or  to  make 
money  for  the  Telephone  Company  and  the 
subscriber  is  charged  to  neip  make  money  for 
them.  The  Gas  Company  and  the  Electric 
Light  Company  on  the  disconnection  charges 
id  the  event  a  bill  is  not  paid, — they  do  not 
charge  for  reconnecting  service,  but  Hie  Tele- 
phone Company  does.  They  charge  $2  if 
a  'phone  is  shut  ofT  and  in  the  event  11 
subscriber    wants    it    reconnected    there    is    an 
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additional  charge  of  $2.  Why  should  the 
Gas  and  Electric  Light  Companies  reconnect 
their  service  without  charge  but  the  Telephone 
Company  charge  $2-  for  it.  These  other  two 
companies  charge  nothing.  Now  there  is  a 
hearing  before  the  Public  Utilities  Company 
that  has  been  postponed  until  the  23d  of  this 
month,  which  is  Thursday  of  this  week,  and 
I  ask  the  members  of  the  City  Council  who 
are  at  liberty  to  appear  before  the  Public 
Utilities  Commission  and  ask  that  this  service 
charge  be  abolished.  Just  one  more  word. 
Speaking  of  the  reconnection  charge,  in  ■  a 
great  many  instances,  When  a  telephone  is  out 
of  order  and  the  Telephone  'Company  is  noti- 
fied, it  is  possible  that  the  telephone  may  be 
out  of  order  for  a  day.  There  is  no  reduction 
in  the  bill.  I  ask  also  that  money  be  refunded 
any  time  a  subscriber  complains  or  reports 
that   the   telephone  is   out  of   order. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


QUALITY    OF    COAL    SOLD    IN    25-POUND 
BAGS. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Sealer  of  Weights  and 
Measures  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  exert  special  vigilance  in  the 
matter  of  coal  sold  in  bags  of  25  pounds 
weight,  in  order  to  insure  that  such  coal 
is  of  satisfactory  quality,  and  that  the  v.. 
is    proper. 

Coun.  McGRATH — Mr.  President,  on  that 
order,  I  received  some  complaints  yestei 
where  people  had  purchased  coal  in  these 
small  bags  and  at  the  rate  they  pay  for 
the  coal  in  the  small  bags  it  is  in  excess  of 
$20  a  ton.  They  complain  that  some  of  the 
coal  burns  right  up  and  other  bags  of  this 
cpal  are  full  of  slate;  so  I  think  an  investii  - 
tion  by  the  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Mea 
would    remedy    this    situation. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ESTABLISHMENT     OF     CHILDREN'S 
CLINIC    IN    WARD    16. 

Coun.   McGRATH  offered   the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Health    Commissioner    be 
requested,     through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
established   a   children's   clinic    in   the   Ward    1(1 
section    of    Dorchester. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


USE  OF  MONEY  RECEIVED  FROM  TAX- 
TITLES  FOR  INSTALLATION  OF 
TRAFFIC    LIGHTS. 

Coun.   McGRATH  offered   the   following: 

Ordered.  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct 
that  moneys  received  by  the  city  for  the  sale 
of  tax  title  properties  be  allocated  for  the  pur- 
pose of  installing  traffic  lights  at  various 
dangerous    intersections   throughout   the   city. 

Coun.  McGRATH — I,  like  many  other  m.  tu- 
bers of  the  Council,  have  been  advocating 
traffic  lights  in  their  particular  section.  I 
ask  that  this  money  that  is  taken  in  from  the 
sale  of  tax  title  property  be  allocated  to  the 
different  sections  for  the  purpose  of  installing 
traffic  lights  and  I  think  that  when  we  have 
the  passing  on  the  sale  of  tax  title  property 
if  we  held  it  up  until  we  got  some  under- 
standing, I  think  it  would  help  the  community 
and    the    councilors. 

Coun.  WILSON— In  reference  to  that  order. 
we  passed  an  order  which  I  introduced  I 
believe  two  weeks  ago.  requesting  the  Mayor  to 
transfer  from  sales  of  tax  property.  I  believe 
$25,000  to  be  used  for  the  construction  of  these 
traffic  signal  lights  at  dangerous  intersections: 
That  order  was  passed  to  put  the  question 
squarely   up   to   the  Mayor  of   Boston,   we  hav- 


ing been  previously  told  by  him  that  the 
passing  of  the  loan  order  for  that  purpose 
would  mean  also  adding  to  appropriations  and 
so  this  Council  unanimously  passed  an  order 
requesting  a  transfer,  which  is  within  its 
province,  from  income  or  proceeds  of  tax  title 
property  sales  for  this  purpose.  Of  course, 
the  original  idea  sold  to  members  of  the 
Council  when  these  traffic  lights  first  came 
in  was  one  primarily  of  safety  for  the  public. 
Only  secondarily  did  we  consider  the  possiKL 
convenience  through  the  easy  flow  of  traffic. 
Unfortunately  the  net  result  of  the  thousands 
of  dollars  spent  for  traffic  signal  lights  in 
Boston  has  chiefly  been  the  installation  of 
traffic  lights  in  the  in-town  and  Back  Bay 
wards  of  the  city  to  ease  the  flow  of  traffic 
in  and  out  of  town  mostly  for  non  resi- 
dents of  Boston.  The  great  majority 
of  the  lights  are  in  town.  The  great  propor- 
tion of  the  expense  is  concentrated  in  town 
amd  there  are  dangerous  intersections  in  the 
councilor  from  Ward  16's  ward  and  mine 
and  the  other  residential  wards  of  the  city 
that  are  still  without  traffic  lights  that  they 
should  have.  I  have  in  mind  that  intersec- 
tion at  the  corner  of  Washington  street  ajnd 
Gallivan  Boulevard  in  my  own  section  where 
not  only  pedestrians,  but  cross  traffic  from 
the  South  Shore,  is  in  constant  danger  of 
serious  accident.  That  is  where  the  money 
for  the  traffic  lights  was  primarily  intended 
to  be  put  and  that  is  where  they  should  be 
put  for  the  safety  of  the  public,  and  as  the 
councilor  from  Ward  16  has  well  said,  even 
if  we  could  not  put  it  in  the  form  of  a  loan 
-.  the  Mayor  of  Boston  is  in  position  to 
in  the  necessary  funds  as  a  matter  of 
simple  transfer  from  this  tax  title  property 
l>r.  ceeds. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  RELIEF  HOSPITAL  IN 
DORCHESTER   WITH   FEDERAL    GRANT. 
Coun.    McGRATH    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,     That     his     Honor     the     Mayor    be 
requested    to    confer    with    Federal    authorities 
for  the  purpose  of  requesting  an  outright  grant 
.  f    the    cost    of    constructing    a    relief    hospital 
in   the  Dorchester  section   of   the   city. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONS1  RUCTION  OF  MUNICIPAL  BUILD- 
ING IN  DORCHESTER  UNDER  W.  P.  A. 
AUSPICES. 

Coun.    McGRATH    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  confer  with  Federal  authorities 
I'. u-  the  purpose  of  constructing  in  the  Dor- 
chester  section  of  the  city  a  municipal  building 
under  W.  P.  A.  auspices,  and  at  no  cost  to 
the    city. 

Coun.  McGRATH — I  made  a  few  trip*  to 
Washington  in  regard  to  a  municipal  building 
to  be  located  in  Ward  16  and  in  conjunction 
with  a  relief  hospital.  In  the  Dorchester 
ion  last  year  I  think  it  had  the  second 
largest  number  of  calls  from  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  and  I  would  like  to  have  you  bear 
in  mind  that  there  is  probably  about  fifteen 
■  te  hospitals  in  Dorchester,  so  that  some 
of    the    patients     rather    than    wait    sometimes 

>  the  ambulance  will  go  directly  to  some 
private  hospital.  It  is  possible  to  get  am 
outright  grant  from  the  Government  and  I 
don't  know  of  any  better  way  to  spend  the 
m  .ney  than  a  relief  hospital  in  Ward  16.  In 
•  n  junction  with  a  municipal  building  the 
Oity  of  Boston  owns  several  parcels  of  land 
i  i  my  section.  I  think  if  the  land  could  be 
tted  to  a  muncipal  building  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  would  not  have  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
in  Letting  an  outright  grant  from  the  United 
Slates    Government    if  he  tried. 

Passed   under  suspension   of   the  rules. 


SEPTEMBER    20,    1937. 
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REMOVAL  OF  ELEVATED  TRACKS  ON 
DORCHESTER  AVENUE. 

Coun.    MoGRATH    offered    the   following : 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  he  requested  to  remove  the  car 
tracks  along  Dorchester  avenue,  now  no  longer, 
in  use,  so  that  this  main  artery  of  travel  might 
he  less  hazardous  to  the  constant  stream  of 
traffic   utilizing   said   avenue. 

Coun.  MoGRATH— Mr.  President,  there  is 
a.n  unusual  situation  regarding  the  cars  in 
Dorchester.  There  are  cars  that  run  from 
Fields  Corner  barn  out  to  the  Milton  line. 
They  won't  take  any  passengers  and  when  they 
are  coming  back  from  their  destination  in 
Mattapan  square  they  don't  let  amy  passengers 
on.  I  think  if  they  (parked  the  Elevated  cars 
in  Mattapan  it  would  be  a  great  saving  and 
less  difficulty  for  the  people  in  the  district 
who  are  up  all  night  listening  to  the  racket 
which  does   no  good  in  the  section. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


OVERHEAD    PARKING    SPACE    WITH 
RAMPS   NEAR   BUSINESS   SECTION. 

Coun.    MoGRATH    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Planning  Board, 
or  the  new  commission  for  Traffic  Survey,  be 
requested  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  consider 
the  desirability  of  constructing  overhead  park- 
ing spaces  with  ramps,  if  necessary,  at  loca- 
tions adjacent  to  the  business  section  of  the 
city. 

Coun.  MoGRATH — Every  large  city  or  a 
great  many  of  the  large  cities  in  this  country 
have  some  type  of  municipal  parking  space, 
except  Boston.  I  have  in  mind  such  a  station 
somewhere  near  the  South  Station,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fort  Point  Channel.  I  do  not 
have  any  garage  in  mind,  but  some  open-air 
parking  space  to  Ibe  built,  probably  of  con- 
crete, or  some  other  material,  probably  six, 
seven  or  eight  stories  high,  and  I  think  it 
would  do  a  great  deal  to  relieve  traffic  con- 
gestion in  the  city.  It  would  help  the  business 
men  who  have  been  before  the  present  Mayor 
and  several  of  his  predecessors  regarding  the 
parking  situation  in  the  downtown  area.  It 
would  help  to  relieve  the  traffic  problem  and, 
most  important  of  aU,  it  would  put  a  great 
many  men  to  work  and  help  them  keep  their 
homes  together  out  of  the  salary  they  receive. 
I  think  this  is  an  excellent  suggestion  for  a 
W.   P.   A.  project. 

Passed   under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


OBTAINING  COPIES  OF  REPORT  OF 
SPECIAL  COMMISSION  ON  PURCHASE 
OF  BOSTON,  REVERE  BEACH  &  LYNN 
RAILROAD   BY  BOSTON  ELEVATED. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  obtain  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
Special  Commission  relative  to  the  proposed 
purchase  of  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn 
Railroad  by  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  and 
forward  such  copies  to  the  City  Council.  This 
report  will  be  due  December  1,   1937. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, just  a  brief  word  on  that.  You  per-  . 
haps  recall  that  last  spring  the  Boston  City 
Council  went  on  record  unanimously  as 
opposed  to  the  purchase  of  the  Boston,  Revere 
Beach  _&  Lynn  Railroad.  At  that  time  I 
maintained  that  it  was  a  defunct  railroad  and 
the  City  of  Boston  taxpayers  were  in  no 
position  to  acquire  any  defunct  rail 
It  has  since  been  proven  that  the  Boston, 
Revere  Beacli  &  Lynn  is  now  in  the  Federal 
Court  under  a  reorganization  plan,  1S77  of 
the  Bankruptcy  Court.  At  the  present  time 
there    is    a    special    commission    studying    for 


another  year  and  that  report  is  due  December 
1  as  to  the  advisability  of  buying  this  rail- 
road. You  and  I  know  how  the  old  thing  was 
put  over  in  1918  and  the  Boston  City  Council 
I  feel  was  at  least  entitled  to  the  notice  by 
this  special  committee  of  any  hearings  they 
are  going  to  have  in  this  district.  I  under- 
stand they  had  one  in  East  Boston  or  Win- 
throp,  or  were  going  to  have  one,  and  I  feel 
the  Council  should  know  on  December  1st 
what  that  report  contains.  I  feel  the  Coun- 
cil is  still  of  the  same  mind,  that  they 
are  absolutely  opposed  to  the  bailing  out  of 
stockholders  of  the  defunct  Boston,  Revere 
Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  and  the  purpose  of 
that  order  is  so  that  Council  may  be  intelli- 
gently informed  when  the  hearing  comes  up 
next  winter  on  the  proposed  purchase. 
Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rules. 


PROTEST  ON  CURTAILMENT  OF  SERVICE 
BY  NEW  YORK,  NEW  HAVEN  & 
HARTFORD    RAILROAD. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  and  FINLEY 
offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  file  a  formal  protest  with  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Utilities  against  the  cur- 
tailment of  service  by  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad,  particularly  with 
reference  to  the  Forest  Hills  and  Jamaica 
Plain    stations    of    their    system. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
there  has  been  notice  issued  by  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  that  they 
are  going  to  curtail  the  car  service  on  the 
old  Providence  Division  of  the  New  Haven 
Road.  They  tried  to  rush  it  through  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Utilities  last  week,  but 
any  public  utility  must  give  thirty  days' 
notice.  If  they  want  to  curtail  the  service, — 
they  are  running  four  cars  a  day  on  the  road 
and  I  think  if  they  want  to  take  off  a  couple 
the  City  of  Boston  should  by  right  of  eminent 
domain  take  the  tracks  underneath  the  South 
Station  and  they  could  use  electric  car  service 
underneath  there,  and  that  would  eliminate 
the  Elevated  structure  we  have  been  fighting 
so  long  to  get  down. 

Passed    under   suspension    of    the    rule. 


INVESTIGATION      OF      COLLECTION      OF 
GARBAGE    IN    DORCHESTER    DISTRICT. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  re- 
quested to  investigate  the  collection  of  garb- 
age in  the  Dorchester  district,  particularly  thj 
Mt.  liowdoin  section  of  Ward  14,  as  to  the 
irregularity  in  the  collection  of  garbage  in 
that    district. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG^Mr.  President,  1  pre- 
sented this  order  due  to  the  fact  the  residenl 
living  in  the  Mt.  Bowdoin  district  of  Dor- 
chester have  complained  that  garbage  is  col- 
lected mi  Mondays  and  Fridays  and  somehow 
<ir  other  during  tin-  last  few  months  there  i 
some  private  concern  that  comes  around  to 
collect  the  garbage  on  Thursday  and  the  )'•  r- 
son  who  has  the  contract  is  collecting  il  en 
Friday  and  an  unsanitary  condition  exists 
and  some  investigation  should  be  made  of 
the     matter. 

under  suspension   of   the  rule. 


SOLDIERS'  RELIEF. 

KKRRIGAN,     for    the    Committee    on 
Relief,    submitted     a     report     recom- 
mending   the    passage    of    an    order    granting 
!    rs   and   sail.n  .   and    their   families 
fur    the    month    of    September. 
Report    accepted ;    order    passed. 
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FUEL  ORDERS  FOR  PERSONS  ON 
RELIEF. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public 
Welfare  and  Commissioner  of  Soldiers'  Relief 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  immediately  issue  fuel  orders  for  persons 
on  their  rolls  to  relieve  distress  during  the 
present    spell    of    cold    weather. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


VOCATIONAL     TRAINING     FOR    UN- 
SKILLED    HELP     ON     WELFARE     ROLLS. 

Coun.    NORTON    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider 
the  advisability  of  conferring  with  Welfare 
and  School  Department  officials  relative  to 
the  vocational  training  of  some  of  the  7,000- 
odd  folks  now  listed  as  "unskilled  help"  on 
the   welfare   rolls. 

Coun.  NORTON — I  understand  that  prac- 
tically all  the  skilled  help  on  the  welfare  have 
gone  to  work  or  are  off  the  rolls.  The  di- 
rector of  welfare  informs  us  that  seven  thou- 
sand unskilled  are  to  remain  on  the  rolls.  I 
am  asking  the  Mayor  to  confer  with  the 
welfare  officials  and  the  school  authorities  to 
see  if  it  is  not  possible  to  offer  some  kind 
of  vocational  assistance  looking  toward  train- 
ing of  some  of  those  now  on  welfare.  I  am 
speaking  of  applicants  who  are  desirous  of 
training  in  one  of  the  skilled  trades.  We 
spend  millions  of  dollars  on  our  vocational 
school  system  and  it  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  country.  Other  cities  have  followed  a 
similar     procedure. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rules. 


FINANCIAL   EXPERTS    TO    STUDY 
BOSTON    SITUATION. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider 
the  advisability  of  calling  together  a  group 
of  financial  experts  who  are  familiar  with 
municipal  finances  to  study  the  local  Boston 
situation  and  to  candidly  inform  the  citizens 
of  Boston  what  to  prepare  for  in  the  coming 
two   or    three   years    if    not    sooner. 

Coun.  NORTON — I  believe,  Mr.  President, 
that  it  will  be  for  the  (benefit  of  the  City  of 
Boston  if  it  is  possible  to  be  very  candid  about 
the  actual  financial  condition  that  faces  the 
city  treasury  at  the  present  time.  I  am  not 
one  of  those  who  feel  that  the  thing  can  cure 
itsetf  over  a  period  of  years  or  months.  I 
think  as  we  are  going  on  it  is  getting  pro- 
gressively worse  and  the  unfortunate  part  of 
the  situation  is  this, — that  those  who  will  suffer 
most  are  the  old,  infirm,  the  sick,  and  those 
thousands  who  are  depending  upon  the  city 
for  shelter,  food  and  clothing.  We  finished  up 
the  last  fiscal  year  with  a  deficit  in  the 
treasury  of  $20,000,000.  The  city  bids  fair 
to  become  the  (biggest  real  estate  owner  in 
Boston ;  the  owners  Of  thousands  of  pieces  of 
property  that  no  one  knows  what  to  do  'with. 
I  believe  the  city  should  be  told  what  the  real 
tax  rate  is.  I  believe  it  is  only  a  question  of 
time  before  the  Legislature  olf  the  Common- 
wealth or  the  Federal  Government  will  send 
someone  here  to  have  partial  or  whole  control 
over  our  financial  structure.  I  would  like 
to  do  what  little  we  can  to  postpone  that  day 
and  save  a  little  something  from  the  financial 
chaos  and  wreckage  that  must,  according  to 
my  reasoning,  ensue.  The  first  to  suffer  will 
be   the   poor   of  this   city. 

Coun.  WILSON — I  agree  with  the  councilor 
from  Ward  18  that  the  first  to  suffer  will  be 
the  poor.  The  second  (to  suffer,  a  close  tie 
for  the  first,  will  be  the  city  employees  of 
Boston.  In  fact,  they  will  be  just  ahead  of 
the  poor  because  the  first  thing  to  be  done 
will  ibe  to  cut  the  city  pay  rolls,  so  it  is  a 
subject  of  anxiety  not  only  to  the  poor  but 
to    the   employees    of    the   city.     I    would    wish 


that  the  Mayor  would  comply  with  the  request 
of  the  councilor  within  the  next  ten  days  or 
two  weeks  in  order  that  the  various  candidates 
for  Mayor — among  whom  I  am  not  now 
numbered — might  each  in  turn  give  the  citizens 
of  Boston  their  formula  for  improving  the 
situation  in  which  we  now  are,  so  that  the 
voters  of  Boston  on  election  day  could  at 
least   for  once  vote  with   their  eyes  open. 

Coun.  NORTON — For  the  purpose  of  the 
record,  I  do  not  desire  to  be  an  "I  told  you 
so,"  tout  if  you  will  look  in  that  record  that 
lives  on  at  the  last  meeting  before  the  last 
stock  market  crash,  I  made  a  prediction  that 
what  I  had  been  talking  here  for  years  was 
about  to  come.  I  think  you  will  agree  with 
me  you  were  here,  Mr.  President.  I  want  for 
the  purpose  of  that  record  to  say  that  accord- 
ing to  the  toest  available  data  and  after  months 
of  investigation  on  my  own  part,  it  is  only 
a  question  of  time  as  to  when  the  financial 
structure  of  the  city  will  blow  up. 

Passed  under  suspension   of  the  rules. 


CONFIRMATION    OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

The  Chair  called  up,  under  unfinished  busi- 
ness,  No.    1  on   the  calendar,   viz. : 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  September  13,  1937,  of  Milton  Leven- 
son  and  James  J.  Durkan  to  be  Weighers  of 
Goods. 

The  appointments  were  confirmed,  yeas  12, 
nays  2. 


REFUSAL    OF    BOSTON    ICE    COMPANY 
PERMIT    IN    SOUTH    BOSTON. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  offered  the 
following  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  re- 
quested to  refuse  to  grant  the  petition  of 
the  Boston  Ice  Company  to  locate  on  East 
Second  street,  South  Boston,  a  tank  for  the 
storage  of  inflammables  in  any  amount. 

Passed   under  suspension  of  the  rules. 


INSTALLATION  OF  EDGESTONES  ON 
STREETS  CONSTRUCTED  UNDER 
P.   W.   A.   AUSPICES. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  take  such  necessary  steps  as  will 
assure  the  installation  of  edgestones  on  streets 
where  resurfacing,  or  construction  work,  is 
done  under  P.   W.   A.   auspices. 

iCouiu  WILSON— Mr.  President,  that  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  a  reasonable  suggestion 
and  a  reasonable  request  to  make  of  the 
Mayor.  Boston,  in  common  with  other  cities, 
is  no  doubt  very  fortunate  that  despite  the 
financial  condition  of  the  city  a  considerable 
amount  of  street  work  is  actually  toeing  done 
and  has  been  done  over  a  period  of  months 
and  the  expense  of  this  street  surfacing  work 
is  not  charged  back  against  the  adjacent 
property  owners,  so  that  persons  on  that 
street  are  even  better  off  than  the  property 
owners  on  newly  accepted  streets  were  in  the 
old  days.  But  I  personally  believe  that  the 
construction  of  any  new  or  resurfacing  of 
any  street  surface  in  a  city  the  size  of  Boston 
is  only  a  job  half  done  from  a  safety  view- 
point if  ed<restones  are  not  put  in  ;  put  in  not 
only  as  a  matter  of  convenience  to  the  public 
but  a  matter  of  public  safety.  I  understand 
that  the  present  intention  is  that  when  these 
P.  W.  A.  streets  go  in,  no  edgestones  or  side- 
walks are  included  in  the  job,  but  adjacent 
property  owners  if  they  are  familiar  with  the 
ropes  and  speak  soon  enough  can  have  the 
work  done  toy  those  laborers  working  on  the 
job,  provided  the  adjacent  owners  pay  for 
the  edgestones,  which  I  understand  run  about 
$1   a  foot.     Having   in   mind   the   fact  that  the 
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Federal  Government  pays  all  the  labor  costs, 
most  generously,  and  having  in  mind  the 
fact  that  so  far  as  the  material  'is  concerned 
the  ICity  of  Boston  carries  the  freight,  and 
having  in  mind  that  edgestonies  are  only  around 
$11  a  Ifoot,  it  d'oes  seem  to  me  it  is  a  reason- 
able request  that  if  only  from  a  safety  view- 
point, on  all  these  various  streets  edgestomes 
will  be  automatically  a  part  of  the  job. 
[Passed  und'er  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CORRECTION    IN    THE    RECORD. 

Coun.  ISHATTUCK— 5  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  asking  that  a  correction  be  made  in  the 
record  of  the  last  meeting. 

President  FITZGERALD— The  councilor  will 
state  the  correction. 

Coun.  SHAT'TUCK — Mr.  President  on  page 
3'59  of  the  record  relative  to  the  confirmation 
of  appointment  of  certain  constables  it  ap- 
pears in  the  record  they  were  confirmed  by  a 
vote  of  13  to  moth'ing.  O.n  that  occasion.  I 
voted  "No."  I  have  consulted  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  1,  who  was  the  teller,  amd 
he  also  recalls  that  be  announced  a  negative 
vote  on  that  occasion.  I  ask,  therefore,  that 
the  record  Ibe  corrected  so  it  will  appear  that 
the  confirmation  was  by  13  votes,  if.  13  is 
correct,    to    one. 

President  FITZGERALD— Tne  councilor  will 
be   noted   in  the  record. 


SURVEY     OF     HAZARDOUS     CONDITION 
IN    ROSLINDALE. 

Coun.  FINLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  to  make  a  survey 
of  the  ■hazardous  condition  which  exists  at 
the  junction  of  Belgrade  avenue,  Corinth  and 
Roberts  streets,  Roslindale,  with  the  view  of 
installing  a  safety  island,  or  taking  some  other 
protective  measure  to  eliminate  the  danger  now 
existing    at    this    busy    intersection. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rules. 


REPLACING    FENCE    ON    WALWORTH 
STREET    BRIDGE. 

Coun.    FINLEY    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,   That   his   Honor   the  Mayor   request 
the   Commissioner   of   Public   Works    to   replace 
the    wooden     fence    on     the    Walworth     Street 
Bridge   with   a   modern   wire   fence. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rules. 


REPAVING    HUMPHREYS    PLACE. 

Coun.    KERRIGAN    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,      to      repave      with      smooth      pavement 
Humphreys    place,    Ward   7. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rules. 


CONSTRUCTION     OF     GREENHALGE 
STREET. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  arrange  for  the  construction  of 
Greenbalge  street.  Ward  7,  during  the  present 
season. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rules. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  took  a  recess  at  3.20  p.  m.  and 
reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  -1.40 
p.  m.,  and  were  called  to  order  by  Coun.  GAL- 
LAGHER. 


EXECUTIVE      COMMITTEE     REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive 
Committee,   submitted   the   following: 

1.  Report  on  orders  submitted  by  Coun. 
Peter  A.  Murray  (referred  September  13) 
with  reference  to  reduction  on  unpaid  taxes — 
recommending  passage  of  the  order  in  the 
following    new    draft: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
petition  the  incoming  Legislature  for  a  re- 
duction in  the  interest  rate  on  unpaid  taxes 
so  that  the  proposed  new  rate  will  be  6  and 
4    per    cent    on    outstanding    taxes. 

Report   accepted ;   order    passed. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  today)  for  transfers  within  de- 
partmental appropriations,  Institutions  De* 
partment,  Child  Welfare  Division — that  same 
ought    to    pass. 

\Report  accepted ;  order  passed,  yeas  17, 
nays    0. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  ordsr 
(referred  September  13)  for  transfer  of  $9,350 
from  the  Reserve  Fund  to  Hospital  Depart- 
ment for  study  of  social  diseases — that  same 
ought   to    pass. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed,  yeas  17, 
nays  0. 

4.  Report  on  message  and  order  (referred 
today)  for  transfer  of  $1,000  from  the  Reserve 
Fund  for  Traffic  Research  Committee — that 
same  ought  to   pass. 

Report    accepted. 

Question  then   came  on  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  WILSON — I  move  that  order  be  re- 
ferred   back    to    the    Executive   Committee. 

Coun.  TOBIN — I  hope  this  matter  will  not 
be  sent  back  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
This  money,  $1,000,  was  provided  for  expenses 
of  an  unpaid  commission  of  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton who  are  endeavoring  to  help  in  some  way 
the  traffic  problems  of  our  city.  This  money 
is  not  for  salaries.  It  is  merely  for  ex- 
penses of  this  committee.  The  expenses  will 
have  to  be  vouched  for  and  paid  by  the  City 
Treasurer.  In  this  city,  with  all  of  our  traf- 
fic problems,  this  is  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. This  commission,  serving  without  com- 
pensation, appointed  by  the  Mayor,  qualified 
to  do  this  work,  should  be  given  help  and  we 
can  help  them  by  passing  this  $1,000  for 
expenses  and   I   hope  we  vote   on   this   today. 

Coun.  WILSON — In  the  talk  in  the  Exec- 
utive Committee,  the  most  we  could  get  out 
of  the  order  was  that  the  $1,000  was  for 
hotel  bills  and  traveling  expenses  for  a  traffic 
committee, — a  survey  committee, — I  assume, 
of  alleged  experts.  No  one  knew  anything 
about  the  personnel  of  this  committee.  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  city  had  paid 
many  thousands  of  dollars  within  the  last  ten 
years  for  rather  expensive  traffic  survey  by 
Professor  McClintock.  and  that  the  Traffic 
Commission  now  consists  of  five  of  the  highest 
paid  department  heads  of  the  City  of  Hoston. 
I  don't  know  who  the  members  are  of  this 
committee  appointed  by  the  Mayor  to  supple- 
ment the  five  members  of  the  Traffic  Commis- 
sion, and  to  take  a  junket  through  the  large 
cities  of  America  and  have  their  hotel  and 
traveling  expenses  paid  to  personally  observe 
how  the  traffic  flows,  for  example,  in  Detroit 
and  Kansas  City.  It  seems  for  want  of  fur- 
ther information  and  for  want,  at  least,  of 
the  names  of  this  committee  in  order  that  we 
may  have  some  idea  whether  they  know  any 
more  about  traffic  than  Mr.  Walsh  does,  this 
matter  should  be  either  .sent  back  to  the 
Executive   Committee   or    killed    here  today. 

Coun.   SHATTUCK— I   don't  know   that  I  am  • 
against    this    order,    but    I    do    think    that    we 
ought     to    know    what    the    personnel    of    this 
committee     is.     I     therefore    move     it    lay     on 
the    table    until    the    next    meeting. 

The  motion  was  carried  to  lay  on  the  table 
and  Coun.  MELLEN  doubted  the  vote  and 
asked    for    a    roll    call. 

There  were  eight  votes  in  the  affirmative  and 
eight   in   the  negative  and  the  motion   was  lost. 

Question  then  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order.  On  roll  call  vote,  nine  in  the  affirm- 
ative and  eight  in  the  negative,  the  order  was 
rejected. 
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Coun.  TOBIN  moved  reconsideration  of  the 
foregoing    vote. 

Question  came  on  Coun.  Tobin's  motion 
to  reconsider  and  the  motion  to  reconsider  was 
lost. 

Coun.  TOBIN — I  doubt  the  vote  and  ask 
a    roll    call. 

On  a  roll  call  vote,  ten  affirmative  and  seven 
in    the   negative   and    the   motion    was    carried. 

Coun.  TOBIN— I  now  move  assignment  to 
the    next   meeting. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  order  as- 
signed  to    the    next   meeting. 

5.  Report  on  message  and  order  of  Mayor 
(referred  today)  transferring  $50,000  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  the  Contingent  Fund — that 
same  ought  not  to  pass. 

Report     accepted. 

Coun.  AGNEW — The  auditor's  office  in  Ex- 
ecutive gave  us  the  information  that  at  the 
present  time  there  is  something  over  $4,000 
remaining  in  this  fund  with  outstanding  ob- 
ligations against  the  fund  of  about  $8,000.  I 
therefore  at  this  time  move  that  the  order  be 
amended,  or  the  communication  be  amended 
to    read    $25,000. 

The  motion  of  Coun.  Agnew  to  reduce  the 
order  to  read  $25,000  instead  of  $50,000  was 
carried. 

Question  then  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order   as   amended. 

Order    passed.     Yeas    16,    nays    0. 

6.  On  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  September  13)  for  transfer  of 
$30,000  for  Public  Works  Department,  San- 
itary Service,  from  the  item  A-l,  Personal 
Service,  to  the  item  of  B,  Contractual  Serv- 
ice,— that    same    ought    to    pass. 

Report    accepted. 

Question  then  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Coun.  McGRATH— I  move  that  the  $15,000 
for  the  Coimtraetual  Service  on  Victory  road 
station    lay   on    the   table. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— The  Chair  will  rule 
that  the  order  can  be  reduced,  but  not  par- 
tially  laid    on    the   table. 

Coun.  McGRATH— Can't  it  be  rejected,  the 
$15,000? 

Coun.  GALLAGHER — You  will  have  an  op- 
portunity to  vote  that  way  in  a  minute. 

Coun.  AGNEW — I  understand  that  part  of 
this  money  that  is  to  be  transferred  is  to  be 
taken  from  the  money  that  was  alioted  in  the 
budget  as  salary  for  chauffeur-laborers,  but  in 
Executive  we  were  given  to  understand  from 
the  commissioner  that  the  chauffeur-laiborers 
would  receive  the  salary  which  they  are 
entitled  to,  namely,  $5.50  a  day  instead  of 
$5.  I  am  going  to  vote  for  this  transfer,  but 
at  the  same  time  having  in  mind  the  promise 
that  the  commissioner  has  given  the  Council 
that  those  who  are  entitled  as  chauffeur- 
laborers  to  the  increase  of  fifty  cents  a  day, 
to  be  commensurate  with  their  rating,  are  go- 
ing to  be  recognized  and  receive  that  amount. 

Coun.  DO'WD — I  simply  want  to  state  that 
I  am  going  to  vote  against  this  order  until 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  keeps  the 
promise  he  made  to  the  Council  that  the  men 
would  receive  their  salaries.  In  other  words, 
I  am  not  going  to  vote  $30,000  to  be  given 
to    contractors    until    the    men    in    the    Public 


Works  receive  their  raises  and  then  if  there 
is  a  sufficient  amount  of  money  to  transfer,  I 
will  be  glad  to  vote  at  that  time. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— The  question  now 
comes   on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  AGNEW — May  I  add  at  this  time  that 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  has  told 
us  that  the  great  percentage  of  the  money  is 
needed  for  the  cleaning  of  streets  ;  that  pres- 
sure has  been  brought  to  bear  by  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  different  business  people  on 
account  of  the  condition  of  our  streets  and 
that  the  money  is  needed  to  replace  in  proper 
condition  the  mechanical  equipment  that  the 
city  now  has  so  this  work  might  be  done.  We 
cannot  let  our  streets  get  into  a  deplorable 
condition  and  I  have  that  in  mind  and  also 
the  promise  he  made  pertaining  to  the  chauf- 
feur-laborers. 

Coun.  McGRATH — Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
vote  for  this  increase  for  the  chauffeur- 
laborers,  but  I  think  the  $15,000  order  is 
merely  tagged  on  here  so  it  can  give  some 
contractor  a  plum.  I  would  like  to  know 
more  about  this  contractor ;  if  it  is  going 
to  be  let  out  on  bids  or  given  to  one  of  the 
pet  contractors  of  the  present  administration. 
I  would  like  to  amend  this  so  that  the  chauf- 
feur-laborers pass,  but  that  the  other  lay 
over  for  another  week,  or  whatever  the  pro- 
cedure might  be,  or  lay  it  all  over  and  send 
it  back  to  the  Executive  Committee  until  we 
get  a  little  more  information.  I  am  in  favor 
of  the  raise  to  the  chauffeur-laborers. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— The  order  cannot  be 
split.  It  can  be  reduced  or  passed  under  one 
amount,    $30,000. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order. 

Coun.    GALLAGHER— State    it. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN— The  vote  had  already 
started  to  be  taken  on  this   question. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER — The  point  of  order  is 
well  taken  and  the  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Coun.  McGRATH — I  was  speaking  when  the 
roll    call    came    up. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— The  Chair  rules  the 
point  of  order  well  taken  and  the  clerk  will 
call   the   roll. 

Coun.  McGRATH — I  appeal  from  the  decision 
of    the   Chair. 

The  question  was  put  and  the  Chair  was 
sustained. 

The  order  was  rejected  ;   yeas  11,   nays   4. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— I  make  a 
motion  that  we  reconsider  this  at  the  next 
meeting. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  order  as- 
signed   to    the    next    meeting. 


RESURFACING    STREETS    IN    WARD    16. 

Coun.    McGRATH    offered    the   following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  with  smooth  paving  Gray- 
son,   Belton   and   Tileston   streets,   in    Ward   16. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


On  motion  of  Coun.  SHATTUCK,  the  City 
Council  adjourned  at  5.30  p.  m.,  to  meet  on 
Monday,  September  27,  1937,  at  two  o'clock 
p.  m. 


CITY    OF    BOSTON    PRINTING    DEPARTMENT 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  September  27,  1937. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  of  the  City 
of  Boston  in  the  City  Council  Chamber,  City 
Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President  FITZGERALD  in  the 
chair  and  all  the  members  present  except  Coun. 
Kilroy. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 
The  following  appointments  were  received: 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  27,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
Honorable  Body  I  hereby  appoint  Mr.  William  J. 
Callaghan,  25  Mendum  street,  Roslindale,  con- 
stable of  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  term  ending 
April  30,  1938,  authorized  to  serve  civil  process 
upon  filing  bond. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  27,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  by  your 
Honorable  Body  I  hereby  appoint  the  following 
as  weighers: 

Weighers  of  Beef:  Francis  W.  Leard,  35  War- 
wick street,  Somerville;  Ralph  A.  Orlando,  90 
Prince  street,  Boston;  Lawrence  Mullane,  39  Bow- 
doin  street,  Boston;  Francis -J.  King,  41  Centre 
street,  Winthrop;  Edward  J.  Dargan,  14  Pembroke 
street,  Boston;  Arthur  P.  DiMattia,  56  Liberty 
street,  Everett;  William  V.  Ramsey,  20  Emerson 
street,  Medford;  Cornelius  J.  Sullivan,  13  Joy 
street,  Somerville;  John  E.  Fitzgerald,  15  Oakley 
road,  Watertown;  Gerard  J.  Cormier,  22  North 
Franklin  street,  Lynn;  Frank  L.  Cardinal,  14  Tilton 
terrace,  Lynn;  Maurice  K.  Teele,  106  Gainsborough 
street,  Boston;  Francis  H.  Lawless,  Jr.,  123  Wal- 
nut street,  Somerville;  Charles  W.  Whitney,  23 
Olney  street,  Dorchester  . 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Laid  over  for  one  week  under  the  law. 


Coun.  GALLAGHER  in  the  chair. 


ELECTRIC  LIGHT  AT  BLUE  HILL 
AVENUE  AND  HAVELOCK  STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  24,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
relative  to  your  order  of  May  10,  1937,  concerning 
the  installation  of  an  electric  light  at  the  corner 
of  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Havelock  street,  Ward  14, 
to  replace  the  gas  lamp. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  September  22,  1937. 
Mr.  John  F.  Gilmore,  Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  City  Council  order 
requesting  that  the  Public  Works  Department  in- 
stall an  electric  light  at  the  corner  of   Blue   Hill 
avenue  and  Havelock  street  and  you  are  advised 
that  an  electric  lamp  has  been  ordered  installed  at 
this  location  as  of  September  15,  1937. 
Respectfully  yours, 
E.  M.  Richardson. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING    STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  24,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
relative  to  your  six  orders  of  August  30,  1937, 
concerning  the  resurfacing  with  smooth  paving 
of  the  following: 

1.  Gleason  street,  Ward  14. 

2.  Fowler  street,  Ward  14. 

3.  Hillside  street,  Ward  10. 

4.  Delle  avenue,  Ward  10. 

5.  Bradshaw  street,  Ward  14. 

6.  Mitchell  street,  Ward  7. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

Public  Works  Department,  September  21,  1937. 
Mr.  John  F.  Gilmore,  Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,   Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  note  of  September  8, 
with  attached  City  Council  orders  dated  August 
30,  1937,  regarding  the  resurfacing  of  Gleason, 
Fowler,  Hillside,  Delle  avenue,  Bradshaw  and 
Mitchell  streets,  you  are  informed  that  the  following 
information  is  herewith  submitted. 

Gleason  street,  from  Harvard  street  to  Bradshaw 
street,  has  a  length  of  925  linear  feet,  and  to 
resurface  this  street  with  an  asphalt  pavement 
on  a  6-inch  concrete  base,  regulating  edgestone  and 
repairing  sidewalk  would  cost  approximately  $7,850. 

Fowler  street,  from  McLellan  street  to  Green- 
wood street,  has  a  length  of  1,226  linear  feet.  To 
resurface  this  street  with  an  asphalt  pavement  on 
a  6-inch  concrete  base  and  the  necessary  regulating 
would    cost    approximately    $10,550. 

Hillside  street,  from  Parker  street  to  Parker  Hill 
avenue,  has  a  length  of  3,067  linear  feet,  and  to 
resurface  said  length  with  the  necessary  regulating 
and  repairing  would  cost  approximately  $26,000. 

Delle  avenue,  from  Parker  street  to  Burney 
street,  has  a  length  of  623  linear  feet.  To  resurface 
Delle  avenue  for  this  length  with  an  asphalt 
pavement  on  a  6-inch  concrete  base  and  the 
necessary  regulating  of  the  edgestone  and  repairing 
sidewalks  would  cost  $5,300. 

Bradshaw  street,  from  Glenway  street  to 
Esmond  street,  has  a  length  of  920  linear  feet. 
To  resurface  that  portion  of  Bradshaw  street  with 
an  asphalt  pavement  on  a  6-inch  concrete  base, 
regulating  edgestone  and  repairing  sidewalks 
would  cost  approximately  $5,600. 

Mitchell  street,  from  West  Ninth  street  to  Old 
Colony  avenue,  has  a  length  of  431  linear  feet 
and  to  resurface  with  an  asphalt  pavement  on  a 
6-inch  concrete  base,  with  the  necessary  regulating 
and  repairing,  would  cost  approximately  $1,950. 

All  of  the  above-named  streets,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Mitchell  street,  have  a  roadway  width  of 
26  linear  feet  and  a  sidewalk  width  of  7  linear  feet. 
The  roadway  width  of  Mitchell  street  is  13  linear 
feet  and  sidewalk  3.5  linear  feet. 

Due  to  lack  of  appropriation  in  the  1937  budget 
we  have  no  funds  available  to  perform  this  type 
of  construction  on  the  aforementioned  streets. 
Respectfully  yours, 

E.  M.  Richardson, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


IMPROVEMENT   OF   CEDAR   PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  24,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Department 
relative  to  your  order  of  September  13,  1937, 
concerning  the  improvement  of  Cedar  park  in 
Roxbury. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  September  21,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Mr     Mayor, — I  have  your   memorandum 
of  September    17.   witli   inclosure,   order  from   the 
City  Council  that  the  Park  Department  take  such 
steps  as  necessary  to  improve  Cedar  park,   Hox- 
bury,  etc. 
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I  regret  exceedingly  to  inform  you  the  Park 
Department  has  no  funds  available  for  this  purpose. 
Sometime  ago  a  project  was  drawn  up  and  accepted 
by  the  Government.  The  moneys  allocated  by 
the  Government  have  now  run  out  and  a  new 
project  has  been  submitted,  which,  when  accepted, 
will  allow  the  work  to  start  immediately. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


RENAMING  MADISON  PARK. 
The  following  was  received : 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  24,  1037. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Department 
relative  to  your  order  of  September  13,  1937, 
concerning  the  renaming  of  Madison  Park  in  Rox- 
bury  in  honor  of  the  late  Michael  Dooley. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  September  21,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  your  memorandum  of 
September  17,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City 
Council,   to  rename  Madison  Park,   Roxbury,  in 
honor  of  the  late  Michael  Dooley,  the  caretaker  of 
this  park. 

Please  be  informed  this  park  was  named  many, 
many  years  ago  "Madison  Park"  and  this  depart- 
ment has  never  changed  the  name  of  a  park  or 
playground  that  has  been  given  in  honor  of  any 
person. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATION  FOR 
BOSTON  HOUSING  AUTHORITY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  27,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  received  a  request  from  the 
Boston  Housing  Authority  for  an  additional  appro- 
priation for  the  purpose  of  further  defraying  the 
initial  costs  and  expenses  of  said  Authority  result- 
ing from  the  recent  enactment  bv  Congress  of  the 
United  States  Housing  Act  of  1937. 

The  sum  of  $10,000  has  been  appropriated  to 
date  for  the  Housing  Authority.  This  appropria- 
tion was  made  by  an  order  passed  by  your  Honor- 
able Body  on  February  3,  1936. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority,  I  respectfully  recommend 
adoption  of  the  accompanying  order  by  your 
Honorable  Body,  transferring  $2,500  from  the 
Reserve  Fund. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That,  in  accordance  with  section  26-T 
of  chapter  121  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended  by 
chapter  449  of  the  Acts  of  1935,  the  sum  of  twenty- 
five  hundred  (2,500)  dollars,  additional  to  any  sum 
heretofore  appropriated,  be,  and  hereby  is,  appro- 
priated, to  be  expended,  by  Boston  Housing 
Authority,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  initial 
costs  and  expenses  of  said  Authority  deemed  neces- 
sary by  it  as  a  result  of  the  passage  by  Congress  of 
the  United  States  Housing  Act  of  1937,  including 
the  expenses  of  preparing  plans,  making  surveys 
and  the  like  in  connection  with  one  or  more  pro- 
posed projects  of  said  Housing  Authority,  said 
sum  to  be  transferred  from  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


LOAN  FOR  RELIEF  PROJECTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  24,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— The   Assessing,    Traffic,    Hospital, 
Park  and  Public  Works  Departments  will  not  have 


sufficient  funds  in  the  H  or  Relief  Projects  item  of 
their  respective  budgets  to  enable  them  to  carry 
on  their  projects  until  the  end  of  the  year  1937, 
unless  additional  funds  are  provided. 

The  Child  Welfare  Division  of  the  Institutions 
Department  has  not  sufficient  funds  in  its  budget 
to  care  for  the  dependent  children  who  are  in  the 
charge  of  this  department  until  the  end  of  the  year 
1937  because  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  such 
children  to  be  cared  for  by  this  department. 

It  will  be  necessary  therefore  to  make  up  these 
deficiencies  by  a  loan  appropriation  totaling 
5207,000.  I  respectfully  submit  herewith  a  loan 
order  providing  for  the  necessary  appropriation 
of  that  sum.  I  recommend  immediate  considera- 
tion and  action  on  this  order  by  your  Honorable 
Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of  1937  a  loan  in  the 
sum  of  §207,000  outside  the  debt  limit,  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized,  and  that  the  City  Treasurer, 
upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  be  authorized  to  issue 
bonds  or  notes  therefor,  and  that  the  said  sum  of 
$207,000  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of  1937,  for  the  following 
purposes: 

Assessing  Department. 
H.     Relief  Projects 51,000  00 

Boston  Traffic  Commission. 
H.     Relief  Projects $1,000  00 

Hospital  Department. 
H.     Relief  Projects $30,000  00 

Sanatorium  Division. 
H.     Relief  Projects S20.000  00 

Institutions  Department. 

Child  Welfare  Division. 

B.     Contractual  Services S27.000  00 

Long  Island  Hospital. 
H.     Relief  Projects S3,000  00 

Park  Department. 
H.     Relief  Projects $60,000  00 

Public  Works  Department. 

Paving  Service. 

H.     Relief  Projects $60,000  00 

Sanitary  Service. 
H.     Relief  Projects $5,000  00 

Total $2(17,000  00 


Coun.  McGRATH — In  this  particular  order  I 
believe  that  there  is  an  appropriation  for  the 
sewing  project  and  last  week,  or  a  previous  meet- 
ing, I  think  an  appropriation  or  a  loan  order  came 
through  for  some  $2,000,000  and  some  of  the 
councilors  asked  if  in  the  appropriation  there  was 
money  for  this  sewing  project.  Now,  I  have  had 
several  inquiries  and  have  answered  that  the  City 
Council  passed  this  money  for  the  sewing  project, 
but  for  some  reason  or  other  the  money  has  not 
been  turned  over.  It  means  that  the  women  on 
the  W.  P.  A.  sewing  project  will  be  discharged 
unless  this  money  is  forthcoming.  I  would  like 
to  ask  that  the  Welfare  Department,  under  whose 
jurisdiction  this  project  is,  have  a  special  meeting 
and  pass  this  money  so  that  these  women  on  the 
sewing  project  will  not  be  laid  off  at  this  time. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— The  Chair  will  state 
that  the  $50,000  for  this  particular  item.  Welfare 
Department,  was  voted  on  for  the  first  time  last 
Monday  and  comes  up  today  for  the  second  read- 
ing. 

Coun.  WILSON — I  believe  there  is  included  in 
this  particular  order  an  item  which  has  to  do  with 
the  material  for  these  W.  P.  A.  streets.  If  that  is 
so,  I  suggest  it  be  sent  to  Executive. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


SEPTEMBER    27,    1937. 
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TRANSFERS      WITHIN      DEPARTMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  27,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  request  for  transfers 
within  departmental  appropriations  have  been 
examined  and  investigated  by  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner. I  accordingly  recommend  adoption 
of  the  accompanying  orders  by  your  Honorable 
Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfers  in 
the  appropriations  for  Public  Buildings  Depart- 
ment: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employees,  Carpenters,  2  at  S39  a 
week,  $950;  Firemen  and  Oilers,  12  at  S41.50  a 
week,  81,000;  Telephone  Operators,  10  at  $1,600  a 
year,  $300,  to  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $1,250. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer 
in  the  appropriations  for  Public  Welfare  Depart- 
ment, Wayfarers'   Lodge: 

From  the  appropriation  for  D,  Supplies,  $200, 
to  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service,  2, 
Temporary  Employees,  $100;  C,  Equipment,  $100. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer 
in  the  appropriations  for  Public  Welfare  Depart- 
ment, Wayfarers'Lodge: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Service,  $150,  to  the  appropriation  for  C,  Equip- 
ment, $150. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Public  Works  De- 
partment, Sanitary  Service,  A,  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employees,  Chauffeurs,  Teamsters, 
Laborers,  etc.,  657  at  $5  to  $5.50  a  day,  $2,000,  to 
the  appropriation  for  Public  Works  Department, 
Paving  Service,  E,  Materials,  $2,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Public  Works 
Department,  Sanitary  Service,  A,  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employees:  Chauffeurs,  Teamsters, 
Laborers,  etc.,  657  at  $5  to  $5.50  a  day,  $5,000, 
to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, Paving  Service,  B,  Contractual  Services, 
$5,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,   authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  County  Buildings, 
C,  Equipment,  $1,000,  to  the  appropriation  for 
Public  Buildings  Department,  B,  Contractual 
Services,     $1,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer 
in  the  appropriations  for  Probate  Court: 

From  the  appropriation  for  D,  Supplies,  $75, 
to  the  appropriation  for  C,  Equipment,  $75. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  . 
is,   authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriations  for  Municipal  Court,   City  of 
Boston: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employees,  Justices,  Special,  6  at  $30 
a  day,  $250,  to  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Temporary  Employees,  $250. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  261 
of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Miscellaneous 
Expenses.    Auditing    Department- 


From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $50;  C,  Equipment,  $39.90;  D,  Supplies, 
$350,  to  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
2,  Temporary  Employees,  $439.90. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


DUMP— VICTORY   ROAD. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  21,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Acting  Health  Commissioner  relative 
to  your  order  of  August  30,  1937,  concerning  an 
investigation  of  the  condition  of  the  dump  on 
Victory  road  in  Dorchester. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Health  Department,  September  17,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — Receipt  is  hereby  acknowl- 
edged of  the  communication  from  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  dated  September  8,  1937,  in  which  "con- 
sideration and  report,"   by  the  Health   Commis- 
sioner is   called  for  with  respect  to  the  order  of 
the  City  Council  of  August  30,  reading  as  follows: 
"That  the  Health  Commissioner  be  requested  to 
investigate  the  condition  of  the  dump  on  Victory 
road    in    Dorchester,    which    is    a    nuisance    and 
health  menace." 

What  is  referred  to  as  the  "dump  on  Victory 
road"  is  presumably  a  portion  of  a  tract  of  land 
on  the  west  side  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad  embankment  and  running 
parallel  thereto  and  extending  approximately  from 
the  north  side  of  Pope's  Hill  street  to  the  south 
side  of  Victory  road. 

For  many  years  this  area  was  a  nuisance  and 
positively  dangerous  to  health.  The  foul-smelling 
Tenean  Creek  ran  through  it  and  the  water  which 
stood  on  it  was  further  polluted  by  raw  sanitary 
sewage  from  an  overflow  sewer.  Four  owners,  or 
estates,  were  involved  in  the  ownership  of  this 
land,  whose  market  value  was  insufficient  to  cover 
the  estimated  cost  of  abating  the  nuisances  thereon. 

In  1933  the  Health  Department  undertook  the 
solution  of  the  problem  and,  finally,  in  1935,  by 
the  combined  action  of  municipal  departments 
interested  and  by  the  employment  of  the  Health 
Department's  means  of  putting  pressure  on 
property  interests,  a  comprehensive  plan  to 
remedy  conditions  was  initiated  and  put  through 
as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

The  Tenean  Creek  was  run  through  a  covered 
concrete  conduit  out  under  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  ttacks.  The  dis- 
charge of  the  overflow  sewer  on  the  south  was 
similarly  disposed  of. 

This  construction  work  intercepted  the  dis- 
charge into  tidewater  of  surface  drainage  water 
in  the  vicinity.  Such  water  has  collected  in 
depressions  on  the  land  and  has  probably  been 
augmented  somewhat  by  seepage  of  salt  water 
through  the  railroad  embankment. 

The  only  practicable  remedy  for  this  condition 
is  by  filling  and  leveling,  and  the  only  fill  practi- 
cally available  to  the  owners  in  the  quantity 
needed  is  municipal  wastes  requiring  a  dump 
permit.  Clean  fill  in  the  quantity  needed  is 
rarely  available  except  at  a  cost  which  would  be 
prohibitive  considering  the  value  of  the  land. 

Such  dump  permits  have  been  issued  to  two 
owners  of  northern  portions  of  the  tract,  King  and 
Dwyer,  and  the  filling  of  their  land  is  now  practi- 
cally completed.  One  of  these  dump  permits  does 
not  expire  until  December  31,  but  there  has  been 
no  dumping  on  the  land  under  this  permit  since  last 
May  and  whatever  material  has  been  deposited 
there  since  that  date  has  been  dumped  there,  as 
material  is  constantly  being  dumped  on  vacant 
land  everywhere,  in  violation  of  municipal  ordi- 
nances which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  police  to  enforce. 

Stormwater  still  stands  indefinitely  on  land  in 
the  central  part  of  the  tract  whose  ownership  is 
in  the  names  of  Tileston  and  Connolly.  This  land 
ought  to  be  filled.  The  only  feasible  way  to  fill 
it  is  by  municipal  wastes  requiring  a  dump  permit. 
We  will  consider  favorably  applications  for  dump 
permits  from  these  land-owners,  but  the  Health 
Commissioner  is  at  present  without  justification 
for  an  attempt  to  force  the  owners  to  /ill  this  land 
at  their  expense.     Insects  have  not  been  found 
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to  be  propagating  in  the  water  to  be  seen  in  the 
submerged  area  and  it  may  be  stated  unqualifiedly 
that  at  present  the  condition  of  this  tract  in  no 
way  constitutes  a  menace  to  health.  The  kind 
of  material  which  has  been  surreptitiously  and 
unlawfully  deposited  on  this  land  since  last  May 
and  to  be  seen  there  at  present  is  a  nuisance 
only  in  so  far  as  it  is  objectionable  in  appearances. 
It  is  not  a  menace  to  health.  However  well 
this  land  may  be  filled  and  leveled  we 
may  expect  such  objectionable  material  to  be 
surreptitiously  deposited  there  occasionally  in 
violation  of  City  Ordinances,  as  is  being  done 
occasionally  on  vacant  land  everywhere. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  Victor  Safford,  M.  D., 
Acting  Health  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committee  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

William  H.  Barlow,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  cart. 

Arthur  F.  Bowes,  to  be  paid  for  services  ren- 
dered  at   House   of   Correction. 

Oscar  Callings,  to  be  reimbursed  for  expenses 
incurred  in  digging  pipes  at  24  Stillman  road, 
Roslindale. 

Anthony  J.  Fortuna  and  Ned  D'Angelo,  for 
compensation  for  damage  to  property  and  personal 
injuries  caused  by  fire  apparatus. 

Ellen  D.  Gravlin,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  35  Langley  road,  Brighton,  caused 
by  water  being  shut  off. 

Michael  J.  Guinta,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  by  truck  of   Traffic   Commission. 

Nora  Kenny,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
clothing  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Roslindale 
square. 

Carmine  Minichiello,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  279  Cambridge  street, 
caused  by  overflow  of  sewage. 


SECOND   REPORT   ON   WHITE   FUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  September  22,  1937. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 
Gentlemen, — At    a    meeting    of    your    Honorable 
Body  held  on  April  5,  1937,  an  order  was  adopted 
and  transmitted  to  the  Finance  Commission   re- 
questing the  commission  to  make  an  investigation 
into  the   transactions   of   the   Codman   Hill   Con- 
struction Company  with  the  George  Robert  White 
Fund  and  with  the  city  departments. 

The  commission  engaged  George  R.  Farnum, 
Esquire,  as  special  counsel  to  conduct  the  investiga- 
tion as  requested  by  you.  Mr.  Farnum  has 
presented  to  the  commission  the  second  in  a  series 
of  reports  by  which  he  intends  to  summarize  the 
evidence  produced  in  his  investigation.  This 
report  has  been  accepted  by  the  commission. 

The  commission  hereupon  submits  to  you  a 
copy  of  this  second  report  as  a  reply,  in  part,  to 
your  request  for  an  investigation.  The  com- 
mission will  submit  other  reports  later  as  they 
are  accepted  by  the  commission. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

David  Lasker,  Chairman, 
E.  Mark  Sullivan, 
Robert  Robinson, 
James  E.  Maguire, 
Joseph  A.  Scolponeti, 

The  Finance  Commission. 

Boston,  September  22,  1937. 
To  the  Finance  Commission  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
Gentlemen, — In  my  first  report  upon  the  evi- 
dence assembled  and  presented  in  my  investiga- 
tion of  the  charges  made  in  the  City  Council 
relating  primarily  to  the  transactions  of  the  Cod- 
man  Hill  Construction  Company  with  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund  and,  incidentally,  with  the 
regular  city  departments,  the  deficiencies  in  the 
administration  of  the  White  Fund  management 
and  certain  city  departments  were  portrayed. 
The  failure  of  the  trustees  and  city  officials  charged 
with  the  duty  of  safeguarding  the  Fund  to  adopt 
an  adequate  system  for  selecting  contractors  to 


perform  necessary  repair  work,  awarding  that  work, 
supervising  its  performance  and  checking  the  bills, 
was  pointed  out. 

In  logical  sequence  this  report  is  intended  to 
indicate  first,  the  real  character  of  the  Codman 
Hill  Construction  Company  and  its  organizers 
and  officers;  secondly,  to  expose  the  poor  character 
of  the  work  performed  by  this  company;  thirdly, 
to  show  its  exorbitant  cost;  and,  finally,  to  estab- 
lish as  far  as  possible  the  character  and  extent  of 
the  fraudulent  exploitation  of  the  Fund  by  the 
contractor. 

In  the  discussion  which  preceded  the  adoption 
of  the  order  of  the  City  Council  requesting  an 
inquiry  by  the  commission,  the  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company  was  accused  of  being  a 
politically  favored  contractor  of  the  Mansfield 
administration.  It  was  asserted  that  its  trans- 
actions with  the  City  and  the  White  Fund  should 
be  looked  into. 

In  my  investigation  I  have  found  that  the  com- 
pany did  not  exist  prior  to  the  Mansfield  adminis- 
tration except  for  a  few  months  on  paper;  that  its 
owner  and  chief  officer,  William  J.  Driscoll,  was  a 
personal  friend  and  client  of  Mayor  Mansfield 
and  his  brother,  and  that  it  has  been  favored  by 
the  Mansfield  administration  at  the  expense  of 
the  City  and  the  White  Fund  both  with  a  large 
amount  of  business  for  the  regular  city  depart- 
ments and  with  a  monopoly  of  work  for  the  White 
Fund. 

I  have  already  pointed  out  that  since  the  begin  - 
ning  of  the  present  administration  and  up  to  the 
commencement  of  the  investigation,  this  compan  y 
had  been  given  work  for  regular  city  departmen  ts 
and  for  the  White  Fund  aggregating  §349,086.85/ 
Of  this  amount  8211,555.85  represented  work  fo 
the  city  departments  and  S137.531  for  the  White 
Fund.  In  addition,  the  company  received,  by 
direction  of  the  Public  Works  Department,  a  sub- 
stantial amount  of  work  for  public  utilities  com- 
panies known  as  patch  paving,  which  consisted  of 
restoring  pavements  that  had  been  disturbed  in 
installing  and  repairing  service  pipes,  conduits 
and  the  like.  Considering  the  amount  of  work 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  awarded  to  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company,  it  is  im- 
portant at  the  outset  to  relate  first,  the  history  of 
the  company  and  secondly,  the  history  of  its 
organizers  and  officers. 

The  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company. 

The  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  was 
organized  by  William  J.  Driscoll  in  the  fall  of  1933 
under  the  name  of  William  J.  Driscoll  Home 
Building  Company,  Inc.  The  name  was  changed 
to  the  present  one  in  1934,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  administration.  The  incorporators  were 
Driscoll,  Thomas  J.  Flanagan  and  Thomas  J. 
Ha  Hoy. 

Driscoll  was  elected  president,  treasurer  and 
director;  Flanagan,  clerk  and  director;  and  Halley. 
director.  These  offices  they  have  always  held 
except  that  at  or  about  the  time  he  was  adjudged 
in  contempt  for  failure  to  produce  the  company's 
books  Flanagan  resigned.  All  the  stock  is  owned 
by  Driscoll  and  stands  in  his  name  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  shares  issued  to  Flanagan  and 
Halley,  for  which  they  paid  nothing. 

The  only  office  the  company  has  ever  had  is  a 
small  builder's  "shanty"  located  at  No.  1190 
Morton  street,  Dorchester,  and  previously  used 
by  Driscoll  in  connection  with  a  land  develop- 
ment business.  It  has  never  borne  the  name  of 
the  corporation. 

The  company  practically  ceased  business  im- 
mediately after  this  investigation  began. 

The  Officers  of  the  Company. 

William  J.  Driscoll  resides  at  No.  160  Arborway, 
Jamaica  Plain.  His  career  has  been  one  of  some 
vicissitudes.  At  one  time  he  was  employed  by 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company,  first  as  a 
brakeman  and  then  as  a  motorman.  For  a  short 
time  and  until  he  went  out  on  the  strike  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Boston  Police  Force.  Later  he 
claims  to  have  been  in  the  real  estate  business  in 
Medford.  Thereafter  and  until  the  formation 
of  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company,  he 
was  engaged  in  land  development  projects,  princi- 
pally in  Dorchester. 

At  various  times  he  resided  in  Jamaica  Plain, 
Charlestown,  Medford  and  Somerville.  He  showed 
a  certain  curious  reticence  about  his  residence  and 
occupations  during  the  years  prior  to  going  into 
the  land  development  business. 
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While  engaged  in  the  land  development  business 
he  was  so  poor  a  risk  that  the  Employers'  Liability 
Assurance  Corporation,  Ltd.,  refused  to  renew 
his  workmen's  compensation  insurance.  He  then 
resorted  to  the  device  of  dividing  the  risk  and 
carrying  it  in  the  name  of  various  of  his  workmen. 
When  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company 
was  formed  insurance  coverage  was  refused  by 
this  company.  It  was  ultimately  obtained,  how- 
ever, with  another  company  through  the  inter- 
vention of  Louis  A.  Roe,  brother-in-law  of  the 
Mayor. 

For  a  good  many  years  Driscoll  was  a  client  of 
the  Mayor.  During  the  first  two  years  of  the 
present  administration  there  was  a  case  pending 
for  him  in  the  office  involving  a  claim  against 
Driscoll  growing,  out  of  the  death  of  one  of  his 
employees  while  working  on  a  city  job. 

Thomas  J.  Flanagan  resides  at  No.  5  Hamp- 
stead  road,  Jamaica  Plain.  -  He  is  an  accountant 
by  profession  and  at  one  time  worked  for  the  In- 
ternal Revenue  Service,  United  States  Govern- 
ment. For  some  years,  however,  and  until  he  was 
involved  in  the  fraudulent  disappearance  of  the 
books  and  records  of  the  Codman  Hill  Construc- 
tion Company,  he  was  employed  by  the  New 
England  Power  Company.  He  kept  the  books  of 
account  for  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Com- 
pany since  its  incorporation  and  prepared  all  its 
Federal  and  State  financial  reports  and  tax  returns. 
Prior  to  that  he  did  the  bookkeeping  for  Driscoll 
in  the  land  development  business.  All  this  work 
he  performed  outside  the  hours  of  his  regular 
employment. 

Thomas  J.  Halley  resides  at  No.  55  Emerson 
avenue,  Dorchester.  For  years  he  has  been  a 
laborer,  or  "handy  man"  as  he  was  described, 
first,  working  for  Driscoll  individually  and  then 
for  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company 
From  the  latter  he  received  $100  a  month  as 
wages. 

Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  a  Favored 
Contractor. 

Prior  to  1934  Driscoll  had  never  had  any  city 
work.  Within  a  few  months,  -however,  after  the 
beginning  of  the  present  administration  the  work 
of  his  company,  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company,  for  city  departments  commenced. 
Additionally,  it  was  early  designated  by  the 
Public  Works  Department  as  the  contractor  to  be 
ehgaged  by  public  utilities  companies  to  do  all 
the  patch-paving  work  in  an  assigned  district. 

While  Logan  was  manager  of  the  real  estate  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  received  no 
work  for  the  White  Fund.  Within  a  few  weeks 
of  the  appointment  of  Hall,  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings,  to  supersede  Logan,  the  com- 
pany was  selected  to  do  all  the  repair  work  except 
in  certain  limited  lines  in  which  it  was  not  engaged. 

Furthermore,  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  does  not  appear  to  have  done  any  sub- 
stantial amount  of  work  at  any  time  save  for  the 
City,  the  White  Fund  and  the  patch  paving  for 
the  public  utilities  companies. 

From  time  to  time  the  Codman  Hill  Construc- 
tion Company  was  engaged  to  perform  work  in 
which  neither  Driscoll  nor  anybody  else  con- 
nected with  it  had  had  any  qualifying  experience. 
Among  these  jobs  was  the  restoration  of  a  bridge 
damaged  by  fire,  a  contract  for  extensive  and  dim- 
cult  repairs  on  the  Quincy  Market  and  a  large 
contract  for  waterproofing  the  basement  and 
doing  certain  foundation  work  for  the  White 
Fund  at  190-200  Boylston  street. 

Ultimately,  when  the  investigation  began, 
Trustee  Wadsworth  obtained,  through  George  L. 
Driscoll,  clerk  of  the  Fund,  a  statement  of  its 
financial  standing.  It  showed  among  assets  cash 
on  hand  of  $74,  accounts  payable  largely  in  excess 
of  accounts  receivable,  and  generally  a  condition 
approximating  insolvency. 

In  the  total  of  .5137,531  of  work  for  the  While 
Fund,  $211,555.85  for  regular  city  departments 
and  the  thousands  of  dollars  of  patch  paving  for 
which  the  public  utilities  companies  were  directed 
to  engage  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Com- 
pany, in  only  two  jobs  aggregating  about  $16,000 
was  there  any  advertising  for  competitive  bids. 
None  of  the  White  Fund  work  was  ever  adver- 
tised nor,  in  fact,  were  any  competitive  estimates 
ever  informally  sought.  It  was  Hall's  intention 
from  the  beginning — according  to  t  lie  sworn 
statement  of  Clerk  Driscoll  —  to  give  the  ('oil- 
man Hill  Construction  Company  a  monopoly  of 
all  White  Fund  repairs  and  they  got  it. 


Disappearance  of  Books  of  the  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company. 

On  May  4,  1937, —  in  the  early  stages  of  my 
investigation, —  I  summoned  the  transcripts  of 
the  accounts  of  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  and  of  William  J.  Driscoll  with  the 
Blue  Hill  Bank  and  Trust  Company  of  Milton. 
Though  Driscoll  denied  it  under  oath,  the  treas- 
urer of  the  bank  testified  that  Driscoll  knew  of 
this  action  the  same  day.  That  evening  all  the 
books  and  records  of  the  Codman  Hill  Construc- 
tion Company  going  back  to  July,  1936,  mys- 
teriously disappeared.  The  story  sworn  to  by 
Driscoll  and  Flanagan,  first  at  a  public  hearing 
before  the,commis3ion  and  afterwards  before  Judge 
Harold  P.  Williams  of  the  Superior  Court,  was 
that  the  books  and  records  had  been  stolen  from 
Flanagan's  ear  shortly  before  midnight  during  the 
half  hour  that  Flanagan  claimed  he  left  it  to  visit 
a  neighboring  house.  Flanagan  asserted  that 
during  this  interval  the  car  had  been  left  unlocked 
and  unattended  in  front  of  the  company's  office. 
He  insisted  that  the  lock  on  the  car  was  broken, 
but  this  claim  was  entirely  disproved  by  the 
testimony  of  two  Boston  policemen  who  examined 
the  lock  in  Flanagan's  presence  and  found  it 
working  perfectly. 

Petitions  were  brought  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
mission both  against  Driscoll  and  Flanagan  in  the 
Superior  Court,  first,  for  orders  to  produce  the 
missing  books  and  records,  and  afterwards  for 
contempt  for  failure  to  do  so.  Judge  Williams 
refused  to  credit  the  story  of  the  "theft,"  found  that 
Driscoll  and  Flanagan  still  had  the  books  and 
records,  and  declared  that  their  failure  to  produce 
them  in  compliance  with  the  Court's  order  wa3  a 
flagrant  contempt.  He  fined  them  $500  apiece 
and  committed  them  to  jail.  Flanagan  served 
about  three  weeks  and  Driscoll  about  two  months 
before  their  respective  releases.  The  books  and 
records,  however,  have  never  been  produced  nor 
the  truth  concerning  their  disappearance  ever  told. 

Both  Driscoll  and  Flanagan  further  swore  that 
all  the  books  and  records  of  the,  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company  from  the  time  of  its 
incorporation  until  July,  1936,  were  destroyed  by  a 
fire  in  the  office.  This  fire  was  described  by  them 
as  one  that  burned  through  three  walls  and  the 
ceiling,  and  destroyed  or  damaged  certain  furni- 
ture. The  official  report  of  the  Boston  Fire 
Department,  however,  described  it  as  "small  fire 
in  papers  and  stationery  on  wooden  bench — 
confined  to  same"  and  estimated  the  damage 
at  $25. 

Driscoll  and  Flanagan  explained  their  failure  to 
produce  the  checks  to  a  curious  monthly  practice 
of  destroying  them  as  soon  as  the  monthly  bank 
statement  was  verified. 

Thus,  not  a  book  or  record  of  the  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company  covering  any  of  the  numer- 
ous transactions  with  the  City  and  the  White 
Fund  from  the  beginning  was  available  for  examina- 
tion and  checking  with  the  bills  rendered  and  paid. 
Not  a  check  issued  before  the  investigation  began 
was  available  for  inspection  in  the  effort  to.  trace 
what  became  of  the  large  profits  of  the  company. 

The  action  of  the  officers  of  the  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company  in  first  making  away  with 
all  the  company's  books  and  records,  and  then 
attempting  to  explain  their  non-production  by  a 
tissue  of  perjuries,  is  not  only  strong  but  con- 
vincing proof  that  those  books  and  records  con- 
tained evidence  of  a  highly  incriminating  character. 
It  is  a  fair  inference  that  this  evidence,  if  obtain- 
able, would  prove  not  only  that  the  bills  were 
padded,  but  would  also  show  who  participated 
in  the  fraud  and  what  became  of  the  illicit  profits. 

Mysterious    Withdrawals   from    Codman    Hill 
Construction  Company  Bank  Account. 

The  transcripts  of  the  bank  accounts  of  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  and  William 
.1.  Driscoll  were  studied  in  an  effort  to  learn  what 
became  of  the  company's  profits.  During  the 
year  and  a  half  preceding  the  investigation  about 
836,000  was  traced  from  the  company's  account 
into  Driscoll's  account.  Additionally,  approxi- 
mately $100,000  was  withdrawn  from  the  company  s 
account  in  round  figure*  during  the  same  period. 
This  could  not  be  accounted  for  by  pay  rolls  or 
otherwise,  Flanagan  who  set-  up  and  kept  the 
books,  made  all  entries  and  prepared  all  State  and 
Federal  corporation  financial  reports  and  t:iv 
returns,  was  unable  or  unwilling  to  give  any 
explanation  of  any  of  tlie.se  withdrawals. 

After  his  release  from  jail,  Driscoll  was  pro- 
duced -and  interrogated   by  his  counsel  in  defense 
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of  his  transactions  with  the  White  Fund.  It 
was  significant,  however,  that  not  a  question  was 
put  to  him  concerning  any  of  these  suspicious  and 
mysterious  withdrawals.  Additionally,  at  no  time 
did  the  Mayor  in  his  statements,  testimony  or 
otherwise  make  even  a  passing  reference  to  them. 
For  that  matter  he  never  at  any  time  mentioned 
the  missing  books. 

Concealment    of    Identity    of    Codman    Hill 
Construction  Company  Employees. 

John  E.  Welch,  a  nephew  of  Driscoll,  testified 
that  he  had  been  employed  for  years,  first,  by 
Driscoll  personally  and  then  by  the  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company.  During  the  last  two 
years  he  claimed  to  have  been  the  foreman 'and  the 
only  foreman  in  the  employ  of  the  company.  As 
such  he  worked  on  all  the  city  jobs.  Though 
persistently  interrogated,  he  was  unable  to  recall 
the  name  of  a  single  employee  of  the  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company  who  worked  under  him  at 
any  time  on  any  of  the  work.  This  was  the  more 
extraordinary  as  he  admitted  that  as  foreman  he 
kept  the  time  and  each  night  would  prepare  and 
send  in  to  the  company's  office  a  report  containing 
the  name,  trade  and  hours  of  each  man  employed 
that  day.  This  lapse  of  memory  was  doubtless 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  discovery  of  the 
identity  of  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Com- 
pany workmen  and  through  them  the  details  of 
the  work  billed  the  City  and  the  White  Fund. 

Incidentally,  Welch  was  unable  to  give  any 
information  as  to  where  the  various  trucks  owned 
by  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  were 


Engineering  Appraisal  of  General  Repairs. 

The  order  of  the  City  Council  called  for  "an 
engineering  estimate  as  to  the  proper  prices  which 
should  have  been  assessed  on  the  city"  for  the 
work  of  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company. 
After  consultation  with  representatives  of  con- 
struction firms  of  the  highest  character  and  a 
search  for  a  man  without  political  connections  who 
was  thoroughly  competent  in  matters  of  con- 
struction and  cost  and  who  had  the  reputation  of 
being  scrupulously  fair,  Mark  Linenthal  —  a 
construction  engineer  of  the  highest  standing — 
was  persuaded,  largely  as  a  matter  of  public  duty, 
to  serve. 

His  instructions  were  to  proceed  in  his  own  way 
and  make  as  thorough  and  disinterested  an  inspec- 
tion as  practicable  of  the  work  and  afford  me  a 
report  as  to  its  quality  as  well  as  estimates  as  to 
reasonable  costs. 

The  books  and  records  of  the  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company  had  been  made  away  with. 
Driscoll  who  later  talked  freely  with  the  City 
Law  Department  expert  at  the  jail,  on  advice  of 
counsel  refused  to  give  Linenthal  any  information. 
Though  thus  handicapped  in  his  work,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  do  the  best  he  could  to  survey  the  work 
and  check  the  charges. 

After  a  preliminary  examination  of  all  the  bills 
rendered  the  White  Fund,  Linenthal  selected  a 
group  of  the  largest  and  what  he  considered  the 
most  representative  bills  for  work  performed  at 
190-200  Boylston  street.  These  consisted  of 
seventeen  bills  aggregating  S19.643.02,  or  approxi- 
mately one  third  of  the  total  amount  charged. 

These  bills  involved  charges  for  work  that  he 
believed  could  be  fairly  surveyed  and  its  reasonable 
cost  approximately  estimated.  Some  of  the  other 
work  could  not  be  studied  in  any  event  as  it  was 
covered  up.  Also,  in  view  of  the  time  available 
and  the  expense  involved,  it  was  not  practicable 
to  attempt  to  inspect  and  appraise  the  great 
multiplicity  of  small  jobs  in  all  the  White  Fund 
buildings. 

He  analyzed  the  bills  selected,  personally  visited 
the  premises  and  examined  the  work,  made  floor 
and  wall  plans  of  various  offices,  checked  the 
materials  used,  and  estimated  the  fair  costs.  It 
was  a  painstaking,  competent  and  disinterested 
job  and  based  upon  it  Linenthal's  opinion  is 
entitled  to  great  weight. 

Though  Hall  testified  that  he  expected  the  work 
to  be  as  first  class  as  the  age  and  condition  of  the 
buildings  permitted,  Linenthal  found  that  for  the 
most  part  it  was  cheaply  and  poorly  done. 

Making  unusually  liberal  concessions,  out  of 
fairness  to  the  contractor  and  by  reason  of  the 
difficulty  of  making  accurate  appraisals,  Linenthal 
estimated  that  the  overcharges  on  the  S19, 643.02 
of  bills  studied  was  $10,733.02,  or  an  average  of 
slightly  over  120  per  cent.  There  was  no  reason 
to    believe   that   the    Codman    Hill    Construction 


Company  had  dealt  with  the  White  Fund  any 
differently  in  respect  to  the  work  not  checked — 
and  particularly  that  which  was  effectively  covered 
up.  On  the  basis,  therefore,  of  120  per  cent 
overcharge  the  excess  payment  by  the  White 
Fund  on  all  the  general  repair  work,  amounting  to 
about  S62.000,  if  as  Linenthal  believed,  this 
average  might  be  fairly  taken  as  a  standard, 
would  be  approximately  S34.000. 

The  waterproofing  and  foundation  work  was 
largely  done  under  ground  and  covered  up.  There 
was  no  reliable  source  of  information  as  to  its 
precise  character  and  amount  of  work  done. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  was  obviously 
impossible  to  attempt  any  direct  estimate  of  its 
fair  cost.  It  is  a  reasonable  circumstantial  in- 
ference, however,  that  if  the  charges  for  general 
repairs  in  the  same  premises,  done  about  the  same 
time  and  by  the  same  concern,  were  excessive  and 
the  bills  padded,  they  were  likely  to  be  the  same 
for  the  waterproofing  and  foundation  work.  This 
would  tend  to  indicate  that  the  White  Fund  was 
overcharged  on  S74.930.97  for  this  last  work 
120  per  cent  or  approximately  540,000.  The 
total  overcharge  on  all  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  work  aggregating  8137,531  would 
therefore  amount  to  approximately  §75,000 
estimated  on  the  same  basis. 

While  this  method  can  offer  no  more  than  a 
rough  approximation,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
Linenthal's  estimates  on  the  bills  actually  checked 
were,  as  pointed  out,  extemely  conservative. 
Certainly  a  concern  that  fraudulently  makes  away 
with  its  books  and  records  so  its  work  and  charges 
cannot  be  accurately  checked,  is  in  no  position  to 
complain  of  this  method. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  Linenthal  afterwards 
checked  a  sheaf  of  small  bills  for  work  at  No.  4S4 
Boylston  street — another  White  Fund  property — 
with  the  result  that  the  average  estimate  of  over- 
charges rose  to  slightly  over  154  per  cent. 

Excessive  and  Fraudulent  Trucking  Charges. 

During  the  hearings  all  the  Codman  Hill  Con- 
struction Company  bills  for  general  repairs  were 
introduced  and  scrutinized.  The  character  and 
apparent  disproportion  of  charges  for  trucks  imme- 
diately challenged  attention.  It  would  be  im- 
practicable in  this  report  to  discuss  all  these 
charges  individually.  Many  of  the  bills,  however, 
contained  substantial  charges  where  the  character 
of  the  work  would  require  little  trucking  or  none 
at  all.  A  few  illustrations,  however,  will  be 
instructive. 

In  one  case  where  the  work  consisted  solely  of 
installing  a  new  cylinder  door  lock  furnished  by 
the  tenant,  there  was  a  trucking  charge  of  S4.39. 
In  another  case  involving  work  on  a  gutter  and 
conductor  pipe,  though  the  materials  furnished 
consisted  of  only  one  box  of  tacks  and  three- 
quarters  of  a  gallon  of  cement  for  which  $1.25  was 
charged,  a  trucking  item  of  S10  was  added.  On  a 
bill  for  removing  broken  glass,  refitting  windows 
and  puttying  the  same,  the  total  charges  for 
materials  consisting  of  one  light  of  glass  34  inches 
by  35  inches,  three  pounds  of  putty  and  one  pack- 
age of  brads,  was  SI. 50.  Superadded  was  a 
charge  for  trucking  of  S7.50.  In  another  instance 
a  bill  for  installing  wiring  over  entrances,  copings 
and  windowsills  and  which  called  for  S3. 80  in 
materials,  included  a  S25  charge  for  trucks. 
Finally,  on  a  job  repairing  a  leaky  skylight  where 
the  only  materials  furnished  consisted  of  a  gallon 
of  cement  at  SI. 50,  the  bill  included  a  trucking 
charge  of  S10. 

In  none  of  the  bills  was  the  tonnage  of  the 
trucks  ever  given.  In  each  instance,  however, 
the  charge  was  S2.50  an  hour.  According  to  the 
standard  charges  in  force  for  city  work  generally, 
a  charge  of  S2.50  an  hour  called  for  the  services  of 
a  35-ton  truck.  With  the  exception  of  one  5-ton 
truck  all  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Com- 
pany trucks  were  l§-ton  Fords.  For  the  use  of 
such  a  truck  the  city  standard  is  SI. 50  or  SI. 55 
an  hour.  That  the  White  Fund  was  overcharged 
SI  an  hour  for  all  or  almost  all  the  numerous 
trucking  hours  charged  for  general  repairs  cannot 
be  doubted. 

After  the  investigation  began  and  the  tonnage 
of  the  trucks  was  brought  in  question,  Driscoll, 
or  some  one  on  behalf  of  the  Codman  Hill  Con- 
struction Company,  requested  the  Registrar  of 
Motor  Vehicles  to  make  certain  changes  in  the 
excess  capacity  specifications  of  the  trucks. 

As  pointed  out  in  my  first  report  the  City 
Auditor  has  since  this  investigation  issued  a  regu- 
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lation   that   hereafter   all   bills   shall   contain   the 
tonnage  of  all  trucks  involved. 

Furthermore,  many  of  the  bills  when  com- 
pared together  showed  that  in  many  instances 
a  number  of  trucks  were  charged  the  same  day 
in  connection  with  work  going  on  at  the  same 
time  either  in  various  rooms  of  the  same  building 
and/or  in  adjoining  buildings.  In  most  or  many 
of  these  cases  if  a  truck  was  necessary  at  all,  one 
should  ordinarily  have  sufficed. 

In  some  cases  more  trucks  were  charged  for  in 
connection  with  work  proceeding  on  the  same 
day  than  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Com- 
pany owned.  In  an  attempt  to  explain  away  the 
fraudulent  appearance  of  these  charges  some 
claim  was  made  that  trucks  were  hired  by  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company.  No  effort 
was  made  on  behalf  of  the  trustees  or  the  com- 
pany, however,  to  substantiate  this  claim,  except 
by  the  testimony  of  William  J.  Driscoll  who  was 
thoroughly  discredited.  Significantly,  Welch,  the 
foreman,  was  unable  to  recall  the  identity  of  a 
single  concern  from  whom  any  such  trucks  were 
hired. 

The  trucking  charges  on  bills  for  general  repairs 
were  also  approached  from  a  different  angle. 
Linenthal  made  a  particular  study  of  a  representa- 
tive number  of  these  items  by  an  analysis  of 
the  bills  for  January,  February  and  March,  1937. 
These  bills  totalled  $11,279.28.  On  this  amount 
S8.102.40,  or  71.2  per  cent,  was  for  labor;  $1,470.52, 
or  10.9  per  cent,  covered  materials;  trucking 
charges  represented  $1,706.36,  or  17.9  per  cent. 
He  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  trucking  charges 
approximating  18  per  cent  of  the  entire  amount 
of  the  bills  and  exceeding  charges  for  materials 
by  about  7  per  cent  were  "quite  without  any 
precedent"  for  the  type  of  work  involved.  -He 
stated  that  for  comparable  work  trucking  usually 
represents  a  fraction  of  1  per  cent,  adding  that 
"the  largest  trucking  costs  worked  out,  after  the 
jobs  were  finished  that  I  have  ever  seen,  ran 
less  than  5  per  cent."  He  stated  that  under  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  White  Fund  repairs  if  he 
"had  seen  trucking  charges  that  ran  2  or  3  per 
cent,  I  probably  would  have  passed  them  up." 

Benoit. 
During  the  course  of  the  investigation  the  City 
,  Law  Department  engaged  Charles  T.  Main, 
Inc.,  engineers  at  No.  201  Devonshire  street, 
Boston,  to  examine  the  work  done  by  the  Codman 
Hill  Construction  Company  on  behalf  of  the 
trustees.  The  actual  work  was  assigned  to  A.  W. 
Benoit,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  textile  division 
of  the  concern's  activities.  Why  the  Law  Depart- 
ment went  outside  for  this  help  rather  than  calling 
upon  the  ample  resources  of  the  city,  and  particu- 
larly of  the  Building  Department,  which  were 
available  without  any  additional  expense,  was  not 
explained.  Edward  Roemer,  head  of  the  Bui]ding 
Department,  is  recognized  not  only  as  a  highly 
competent  construction  expert  but  is  regarded  by 
many  as  probably  the  best  posted  man  in  the  city 
on  local  foundation  conditions  —  a  very  important 
feature  of  the  extensive  work  in  the  basement  of 
190-200  Boylston  street. 

Benoit's  examination  of  the  general  repair  work 
appears  to  have  been  superficial.  His  inspection 
was  made  in  the  company  of  those  having  the 
strongest  motives  to  defend  the  work.  His 
information  as  to  conditions  preceding  the  work 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  done  was  obtained 
largely,  if  not  wholly,  from  this  dubious  source  as 
well  as  from  a  jail  interview  with  William  J. 
Driscoll.  Unlike  Linenthal,  he  admitted  in  his 
report  to  the  Law  Department  that  when  he  made 
his  first  inspection — which  appears  to  have  been 
the  only  general  one — "We  had  not  seen  the  bills 
or  the  description  of  the  work  done  as  given  on 
each  bill."  His  only  other  inspection  of  general 
repairs  was  limited  to  "an  attempt  :  .  .  to 
reconstruct  the  work  done  in  several  renovated 
offices,"  with  the  negative  result  "that  this 
served  to  convince  us  of  the  utter  futility  and 
inaccuracy  of  estimates  made  of  the  cost  of  the 
work  done  from  observing  the  completed  work." 
He  produced  no  working  sheets  or  notes  of  any 
description  by  which  the  scope  and  thoroughness 
of  his  inspections  could  be  checked  and  his  testi- 
mony tested  on  cross-examination.  The  general 
tone  and  character  of  his  report  to  the  Law  Depart- 
ment and  testimony  indicated  an  unmistakable 
bias  to  defend  the  work  and  charges  of  the  Codman 
Hill  Construction  Company. 


Conclusion. 
There  is  no  doubt  on  the  record  that  the  White 
Fund  was  grossly  overcharged  and  fraudulently 
exploited  by  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Com- 
pany. The  failure  of  the  trustees  and  city  officials 
charged  with  the  duty  of  protecting  the  Fund  to 
adopt  an  adequate  system  for  selecting  the  con- 
tractor, awarding  the  work,  supervising  per- 
formance and  checking  the  bills,  as  pointed  out  in 
my  first  report,  in  no  small  degree  enabled  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  to  obtain 
the  monopoly  that  it  enjoyed  and  to  overcharge 
and  defraud  the  Fund  in  the  manner  and  to  the 
extent  narrated  above. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

George  R.  Farnum, 

Special  Counsel. 
Placed  on  file. 


MAYOR'S   ABSENCE    FROM   THE   CITY. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  absence  of  the  Mayor 
from  the  city  from  September  22  to  September  26, 
1937,  inclusive. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLE'S   BOND   APPROVED. 

The  constable's  bond  of  Samuel  Goldkrand, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
was  received  and  approved. 


SIDEWALK  ASSESSMENTS. 

Orders  and  schedules  for  sidewalk  assessments  on 
Hyde  Park  avenue,  Leonard  and  Cheney  streets 
were  received  and  said  orders  passed. 


APPROVAL  OF  TAX  TITLE  LOAN  FOR 
PAYMENT  OF  REVENUE  LOANS 
AND   FOR  PARK   DEPARTMENT. 

A  copy  of  the  vote  of  the  Emergency  Finance 
Board  approving  the  loan  of  $500,000,  to  be  used 
for  payment  of  Revenue  Loans,  and  the  vote 
approving  the  loan  of  $14,500,  to  be  used  to  meet 
the  appropriation  made  for  the  Park  Department 
Contractual  Services,  were  received  and  placed  on 
file. 


NOTICE   OF   CITY   ELECTION. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  meetings  of  the  citizens  of  this 
city  qualified  to  vote  for  city  officers  be  held,  at 
the  several  polling  places  designated  for  the  purpose 
by  the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners,  on  Tues- 
day, the  second  day  of  November,  1937,  to  give  in 
their  votes  for  Mayor,  for  two  members  of  the 
School  Committee  for  a  term  of  four  years  and  one 
member  of  the  School  Committee  for  a  term  of  two 
years,  and  for  one  member  of  the  City  Council  in 
each  ward.  The  polls  at  said  meetings  shall  be 
opened  at  eight  o'clock  a.  m.  and  closed  at  eight 
o'clock  p.m. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  give 
notice  of  said  meetings  by  publishing  the  same  as 
required  by  law. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

Coun.  AGNEW  called  up,  under  No.  1  on  the 
calendar,  the  names  of  John'  M.  Crawford  and 
William  E.  Kane;  and  also  the  names  under  No.  2 
on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  September  20,  1937,  of  Martin  H.  Mc- 
Manus  and  Michael  J.  Doolin,  to  be  Constables, 
without  power  to  serve  civil  process  and  to  serve 
without  bond. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask, 
are  these  so-called  city  constables?  Could  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  tell  us  how  far  that  has 
risen  the  figure  to, — how  far  over  ninety? 

Coun.  AGNEW — I  cannot  give  the  exact 
number. 


384 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  ,1  under- 
stand that  these  two  persons  proposed  for  appoint- 
ment under  No.  2  are  to  be  added  to  the  pay  roll 
of  the  City  of  Boston  as  additional  constables. 
Nobody  seems  to  know  how  many  we  have  now, 
but  it  is  close  to  100.  That  is  an  all-time  high. 
No  other  Mayor  in  the  history  of  the  city  has 
ever  had  so  many.  We  have  been  told  nothing 
either  as  to  the  qualifications  of  these  men— or  as  to 
the  need  of  these  men  in  the  city's  service.  We 
scrutinize  appropriations  at  least  with  some  care, 
but  on  this  matter  we  do  not  seem  to  exercise  any 
scrutiny  at  all.  I  move  when  this  matter  is  taken 
up  that  No.  2  be  separated  from  No.  1  and  No.  2 
be  voted  on  separately. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  having  in 
mind  the  figures  and  the  fact  that,  as  I  remember 
it,  the  high  for  city  constables,  even  under  Mayor 
Curley,  was  sixty-four,  might  I  ask  during  the 
recess  that  we  ascertain  from  the  office  of  the 
City  Clerk  the  present  number  of  these  city 
constables. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER — Question  comes  on  the 
confirmation  in  No.  1,  John  M.  Crawford  and 
William  C.  Kane. 

The  appointments  were  confirmed,  yeas  13, 
nays  0. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER — Question  comes  on  No.  2 
and  the  Chair 

Coun.  WILSON— May  I  ask  that  No.  2  wait 
until  after  recess  so  we  can  obtain  from  the  office 
of  the  City  Clerk  for  the  record  the  number  of 
city  constables? 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— If  there  is  no  objection 
No.  2  will  be  deferred  until  after  the  executive 
meeting. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  AGNEW  again  called 
up  No.  2  on  the  calendar,  and  the  question  came  on 
confirmation. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  just  as  a  matter 
of  record.  In  1925,  under  Curley,  there  were 
thirty-six  of  those  city  constables;  192(i,  under 
Nichols,  there  were  thirty-seven;  in  1933,  under 
Curley,  there  were  sixty-nine,  and  voting  for  these 
two  today  makes  ninety-nine  under  the  present 
administration,  which,  at  81,000  a  year,  amounts 
to  $156,400  a  year.  I  think  those  facts  should 
be  in  the  record,  especially  in  the  minds  of  those 
councilors  who  have  endeavored  to  save  some  of 
the  taxpayers'  money  during  the  current  year, 
bearing  in  mind  that  the  top  under  Curley  was 
sixty-nine  and  the  present  top  under  this  reform 
administration  is  ninety-nine  of  these  constables; 
not  merely  from  a  question  of  the  taxpayers  but 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  thousands  of  men 
and  women  who  took  the  clerical  examination  for 
positions  in  the  City  of  Boston  and  whose  names 
have  laid  there  at  the  State  House  since  the  day 
they  took  the  examination  and  will  continue  to  lay 
there,  as  the  councilor  from  Ward  18  reminds  inc. 
and  yet  in  direct  defiance  of  the  Civil  Service  re- 
quirements these  ninety-nine  are  appointed  under 
a  reform  administration,  filling  clerical  positions 
which  should  be  filled  by  the  young  men  and 
women  who  went  in  there  and  sweat  their  hearts' 
blood  out  to  pass  the  clerical  examination. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Constables  what  department  these  men  will  work 
in;  whether  their  services  have  been  requested  by 
the  department  in  which  they  will  work;  and 
what  he  knows  about  their  qualifications  to  do  the 
work  to  which  they  will  be  assigned. 

Coun.  AGNEW — That  is  a  jurisdiction  which 
comes  under  the  Mayor  as  to  which  department 
they  shall  work  in  and  not  the  City  Council. 

Coun.  NORTON— Will  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  answer  why  it  is  necessary  for  us  to 
have  ninety-nine  constables  now  and  under  the 
so-called  gang  regime  we  only  had  sixty-nine? 

Coun.  AGNEW — I  refer  you  to  the  Mayor. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN— Mr.  President,  lean  add 
a  word  to  throw  some  light  on  what  some  of  them 
have  been  doing, — something  that  has  not  been 
done  for  many  years.  We  have  collected  thousands 
of  dollars  in  our  Water  Income  Department, 
Boston  City  Hospital,  and  many  other  income 
departments  where  they  have  put  these  constables 
on  the  job  which  has  paid  three  times  what  they 
have  earned. 

The  appointments  were  confirmed,  yeas  16, 
nays — Coun.   Norton,  Shattuck,  Wilson — 3. 


REPORT  OF  JOINT  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC 
LANDS  AND   TAX   TITLE   PROPERTY. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  joint  committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  On  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  September  13,  1937)  for  sale  of  tax  title 
properties  on  School  and  six  other  streets — that 
orders  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

2.  On  the  message  and  order  (referred  March 
15,  1937)  for  sale  of  tax  title  property  on  Centre 
street  and  Quinn  way — that  order  be  referred  to 
the  Executive  Committee. 

3.  On  the  message  and  order  (referred  July  26 , 
1937)  for  sale  of  land  to  the  Dowries  Realty  Com- 
pany at  South  Bay — that  order  be  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Report  accepted  and  said  orders  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 


SALE   OF   TAX   TITLE   PROPERTIES. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK  called  up  No.  4  on  the 
calendar,  viz.: 

4.  Orders  for  the  sale,  at  stated  minimum 
prices,  of  parcels  of  tax  title  properties,  viz.: 

1 .  Adams  street,  Dorchester. 

2.  1  and  1A  East  Lenox  street,  Roxbury. 

3.  Lenox  street,  southwesterly  side.  Roxbury. 

4.  East   Third   street,    southerly    side,    South 
Boston. 

5.  Cummins  Highway,  West  Roxbury. 
li.     328  Harrison  avenue,  city. 

7.  Outlook  road,  Dorchester. 

8.  Prescott  street,  Readville. 

9.  Bavswater  street,  East  Boston. 

10.  116  and  118  B  street.  South  Boston. 

11.  Heath  street,  Roxbury. 

12.  388  East  Eighth  street,  South  Boston. 

13.  819  Basl  Sixth  -treet.  South  Boston. 

14.  65  Call  street.  West   Roxbury. 

15.  14  Elmore  street,  Roxbury. 

16.  West  Fourth  street,  South  Boston. 

17.  Dartmouth  place,  city. 

18.  592  Columbus  avenue,  city. 

19.  30  parcels  vacant  land.  Hvde  Park. 

2(1.      1011  and  101 1A  Tremont  street.  Boston. 
On   September    13,    1937,   the  foregoing   orders 
were  read  once  and  passed,  yeas  15,  nays  0. 

21.  Tuokerman  street.  South  Boston. 

22.  Middle  street,  South  Boston. 

On  September  13,  1937,  the  foregoing  orders 
were  read  once  and  passed,  veas  17,  nays  0. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— I  move  that 
N'o.  21  be  voted  on  separately. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  item  N'o. 
4  with  the  exception  of  No.  21,  Tuckerman  street, 
South  Boston. 

The  orders  were  passed;  veas  16,  navs — Coun. 
G.  A.  Murray— 1. 

The  question  then  came  on  passage  of  item  No. 
21.  Tuckerman  street,  South  Bust  on. 

The  order  was  passed;  yeas  17.  nays  0. 


LOAN    FOR    PUBLIC    WELFARE 
DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  AGNEW  called  up  No.  3  on  the  calendar, 
viz.: 

3.  Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of  1937,  a 
loan  in  the  sum  of  .'?2, 050, 000  outside  the  debt 
limit,  be,  and  hereby  is.  authorized,  and  that  the 
City  Treasurer,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  be 
authorized  to  issue  bonds  or  notes  therefor,  and 
that  the  said  sum  of  52,050,000  be,  and  hereby  is. 
appropriated  to  be  expended  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of  1937, 
for  the  following  purposes: 

Public    Welfare   Department. 
Central  Office. 

F.     Special  Items 52,000,000 

H.     Relief  Projects 50,000 


S2.050.000 


On  September  13,  1937,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  16,  nays   - 

The  order  was  passed;  yeas  16,  nays — Coun. 
Shattuck,  Wilson — 2. 
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REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON    CLAIMS. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Joseph  F.  Lighthall  (referred  September  13) — 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seventy-one  dollars 
and  ten  cents  ($71 .  10)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Joseph 
F.  Lighthall  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  judg- 
ment issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the 
Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works  Department,  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


RESOLUTIONS   ON    EDWARD    A.    FILENE. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN  and  ROSENBERG  offered 
the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  in 
meeting  assembled,  expresses  its  regret  at  the 
untimely  passing  of  Edward  A.  Filene,  whose  life 
is  an  example  of  the  opportunities  which  America 
offers  to  all,  and  whose  deeds  during  that  lifetime 
will  preserve  his  memory  as  a  prince  among  the 
merchants  of  our  country;  kingly  in  his  philan- 
thropies; and  godly  in  his  love  and  consideration 
for  his  fellowman.  Boston  has  lost  one  of  its  most 
distinguished  citizens,-  and  the  United  States  has 
lost  a  true,  noble  character — whose  name  may 
properly  be  inscribed  on  our  country's  long  roll 
of  honor. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRANSFER  IN  THE  APPROPRIATIONS 
FOR  PUBLIC  WORKS  DEPARTMENT, 
SANITARY   SERVICE. 

Coun.  FINLEY  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  6  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

6.  Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  following  transfer 
in  the  appropriations  for  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, Sanitary  Service: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employees;  Chauffeurs,  Teamsters, 
Laborers,  etc.,  657  at  $5  to  $5.50  per  day,  $30,000, 
to  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual  Services, 
$30,000. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER — The  question  comes  on 
the  passage  of  the  order  and  the  clerk  will  call  the 
roll. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  before  we  vote 
on  this  I  trust  that  the  members  of  the  Council 
will  realize  just  what  we  are  voting  on.  As  I 
understand  it,  we  are  voting  to  appropriate  and 
transfer  $15,000  from  Personal  Service,  which  the 
Council  allowed  in  this  year's  budget  in  order  to 
enable  chauffeurs  to  get  the  chauffeur's  pay. 
We  find  that  has  not  been  accomplished  and  they 
desire  this  $15,000  to  be  transferred  from  Personal 
to  that  of  Service  for  Contractors  and  until  such 
time  as  those  men  who  were  promised  to  be  taken 
care  of  and  which  the  City  Council  passed  in  its 
budget  are  taken  care  of  I  shall  refuse  to  vote  for 
this. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  agree  with 
the  councilor  from  Roxbury.  There  are  125  men 
rated  as  laborer-chauffeurs.  I  believe  eight  or 
nine  are  in  the  two  Dorchester  yards  out  of  that 
number, — men  who  are  doing  chauffeur-laborer 
work  not  only  in  the  summer  but  working  on 
snowplows  and  heavy  vehicles  in  the  winter.  They 
are  entitled  to  this  very  nominal  increase  in  pay 
and  I  see  no  object,  and  I  agree  with  the  councilor 
from  Roxbury,  in  voting  for  this  transfer  unless 
and  until  the  word  given  by  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner  before  the  budget  was  passed  is  kept. 

Coun.  AGNEW — I  move  that  the  order  go  over 
until  after  Executive. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER — If  no  objection  the 
matter  is  postponed  until  after  Executive. 

Later  in  the  session,  the  order  was  again  taken 
up  and  was  passed,  yeas  16,  nays — Coun.  Shattuck, 
Wilson— 2. 


STREETS   CLEANED   ONCE   A   WEEK. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 

following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  to  have  all  streets 
cleaned  at  least  once  a  week  during  the  fall  season 
of  this  year. 


Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  in 
conformity  with  the  advocates  of  safety  and 
having  in  mind  the  present  condition  of  Boston 
streets,  the  debris  in  about  every  street  in  every 
suburb  and  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  and  having 
in  mind  the  additional  hazard  of  falling  leaves 
which  will  take  place  within  the  next  few  weeks, 
creating  a  serious  traffic  condition,  and  where 
we  are  spending  thousands  of  dollars  in  advertising 
for  the  safety  of  children  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
schools  in  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  interest  of 
safety  and  cleanliness,  I  think  we  should  clean 
all  the  streets  at  least  once  a  week  until  the  winter 
sssson  corncs 

Coun.  ROSENBERG— Mr.  President,  I  am  in 
accord  with  this  order  and  am  in  hopes  the  Public 
Works  Department  will  see  to  it  that  the  leaves  are 
cleaned  from  the  streets.  I  know  at  my  own  house 
this  morning  I  thought  I  was  in  Franklin  Park 
with  the  number  of  leaves  that  had  been  collected 
on  the  sidewalk  and  also  on  the  street.  It  is  pretty 
dangerous  in  the  time  of  rainy  weather  where 
automobiles  are  skidding  along  on  the  main 
thoroughfare  and  I  hope  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner will  cooperate  with  the  Council  in  this 
respect. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  HARRIS— Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  be  recorded  "Yes"  on  Nos.  3 
and  4. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER — If  no  objection,  Coun- 
cilor Harris  will  be  so  recorded. 


ELECTRIC    LIGHT   TO   REPLACE   GAS  • 
LAMP   ON   BERNARD   STREET. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of     Public 
Works,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    be    re- 
quested  to   supplant   the   gas   lamps   on    Bernard 
street,  Dorchester,  Ward  14,  with  electric  lights. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  took  a  recess  at  2.40  p.  m.  and 
reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  5.10  p.  m. 
and  were  called  to  order  by  Coun.  GALLAGHER. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  May  24,  1937)  authorizing  the  Hospital 
Department  to  sell  all  old  films — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted.     Order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  American  Baseball 
League  (referred  September  13,  1937)  for  license 
to  conduct  Sunday  sports  from  October  11,  1937, 
to  March  15,   1938 — that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted.     Permit  granted. 

3.  Report  on  message  and  order  (referred 
March  15,  1937)  for  sale  of  land  on  Centre  street 
and  Quinn  wa.v — recommending  that  order  be 
referred  back  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Report  accepted.  Order  recommitted  to  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

4.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  this  day)  for  loan  and  appropriation  of 
$207,000  for  various  city  departments,  II,  Relief 
Projects — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted. 

The  order  was  read  once  and  passed,  yeas  18, 
nays — Coun.  Shattuck — 1 . 

5.  On  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order  (referred 
today)  transferring  $2,500  from -the  Reserve  Fund 
to  the  Housing  Authority — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

The  question  came  mi  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  WILSON  Mr.  President,  despite  the 
time  it  took,  which  was  time  well  spent,  I  believe 
the  members  of  the  Council  received  a  great  deal 
of  valuable  information  from  Mr.  Greene,  for  whom 
personally  I  have  the  highest  regard,  but  I  regret 
to  state  that  my  own  initial  impression  of  the 
housing  proposition  baa  mil  changed.  We  are 
told  there  are  1,050  apartments  over  there  and 
I  imagine  it  will  prove  of  interest  to  the  people  who 
eventually  expect  to  occupy  the  apartments  i<> 
find  that   the  rent als  will  run  somewhere  between 
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$22  and  $33.50  a  month;  that  there  are  four  times 
as  many  applicants  as  there  are  available  apart- 
ments and  we  are  given  to  understand  that  the 
preference  will,  of  course,  be  given  first  to  residents 
of  so-called  sub-standard  areas  in  the  South 
Boston  district.  I  think  those  who  move  into 
those  apartments  at  a  rental  of  from  $22  to  $33.50 
a  month,  and  also  the  public,  will  be  interested 
to  know  that  their  names  will  be  chosen  after  they 
have  been  carefully  checked  up  by  special  Federal 
Social  Service  Workers  and  double-checked  by 
commercial  reports  to  ascertain  the  financial 
standing  of  the  heads  of  each  household  which 
expects  to  move  into  these  1,000-odd  apartments. 
They  will  be  interested  to  know  that  however 
laudable  the  initial  idea  of  the  apartment  housing 
may  be  that  when  a  man  gets  a  raise  he  will  be 
asked  to  vacate  his  apartment  on  the  very  theory 
on  which  these  housing  projects  are  put  through. 
So  much  for  the  prospective  residents  in  the  South 
Boston  housing  project;  but  I  am,  perhaps,  even 
more  interested  in  the  general  taxpayer,  the 
rentpayer  and  the  home  owner  and  the  building 
man  in  the  ward  and  in  the  section  of  the  city 
which  I  represent.  He  knows,  of  course,  that  this 
project  costs  six  and  one  half  million  dollars. 
He  knows  that  the  Federal  Government  has  at 
once  charged  off  as  a  dead  loss  45  per  cent  of  the 
six  and  one  half  million  dollars.  He  knows,  or 
he  will  be  told,  that  although  he  has  got  his  1937 
tax  bill  the  housing  authorities  have  as  yet  received 
no  1937  tax  bill  although  in  a  hedgy  manner  they 
would  admit  they  would  expect  perhaps  they  will 
get  one.  We  cannot  get  the  Mayor  of  Boston, 
or  the  Law  Department  or  the  housing  authorities 
or  anybody  at  Washington  to  even  tell  us  the 
truth  as  to  whether  this  $6,500,000  project  and 
the  other  projects  which  the  gentleman  informs 
us  willrun  to  the  tune  of  $50,000,000, — we  cannot 
get  anybody  in  authority  to  tell  us  the  real 
"lowdown"  whether  the  Government  or  the 
previous  owners  of  these  apartment  projects  are 
going  to  pay  any  taxes  to  the  City  of  Boston. 
The  nearest  they  do  come  to  admitting  the  real 
situation  is  they  say  that  apparently  they  hope 
that  there  will  be  a  service  charge  and  we  got  a 
little  light  today  because  the  gentleman  informed 
us  he  assumed  a  fair  service  charge  would  be 
approximately  the  assessed  value  of  the  property 
taken  on  which  the  buildings  were  constructed, 
which,  before  the  taking,  was  25  cents  a  foot.  So 
if  I  gather  correctly,  having  in  mind  no  1937  tax 
bill  has  even  been  sent  out  covering  the  six  and  a 
half  million  dollars  property,  having  in  mind  that 
presumably  the  service  charge  is  going  to  be 
limited  to  a  charge  of  25  cents  a  foot  on  the  area 
originally  purchased,  having  in  mind  the  enlighten- 
ing statement  which  was  overwhelmingly  frank 
and  honest  by  Mr.  Greene  to  the  effect  that  the 
private  initiative  in  the  building  industry  is  a 
thing  of  the  past,  that,  I  think,  sums  the  whole 
situation  up  in  one  sentence.  Representing  as  I 
do  the  home  owners  and  rentpayers  in  the  Dorches- 
ter district,  I  still  cannot  vote  either  directly  or 
indirectly  for  something  connected  with  this 
housing  authority  because  I  believe  that  any  such 
set-up  as  that  of  six  and  one  half  million  dollars 

proposition,  with  45  per  cent  charged  off 

Coun.  TOBIN— Mr.  President — 
Coun.  GALLAGHER — For  what  purpose  does 
the  gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  TOBIN— To  ask  a  question.  Will  the 
councilor  answer  a   question? 

Coun.  WILSON— Yes,  sir;  if  I  can. 
Coun.  TOBIN — Will  the  councilor  vote  for  an 
appropriation  for  police  and  fire  protection  for  this 
district  when  the  people  live  there? 

Coun.  WILSON — An  appropriation  for  police 
protection  for  Boston  or  for  this  particular  area 
at  South  Boston? 

Coun.  TOBIN — For  Boston,  which  includes  this 
particular  area. 

Coun.  WILSON — The  Council  has  already  voted 
appropriation  necessary  to  the  tune  of  seventy-five 
new  patrolmen  to  the  Police  Force.  And  I  say, 
Mr.  President,  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
rentpayer  in  my  ward,  who  eventually  pays,  and 
the  home  owner  in  my  ward,  I  consider  that  a' 
$6,500,000  proposition  which  has  had  45  per  cent 
charged  off  as  a  dead  loss,  which  we  know  will 
not  pay  taxes,  in  which  after  all  the  rent  will  be 
$32  a  month  for  the  larger  apartments,  is  unfair 
competition  which  should  not  be  permitted  to 
exist  in  any  American  community  and  I  base  it 
apparently  on  the  other  premise  which  Mr.  Greene 
mentioned,    that    if    such    things    are    allowed   to 


happen  then  the  day  of  private  initiative  in  the 
building  industry  and  home  owning  is  a  thing  of 
the  past. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  record  I  would  like  to  say  I  believe  this 
project  in  South  Boston  is  a  worthy  cause.  While 
it  may  be  full  of  mistakes,  and  while  there  may  have 
been  a  lot  of  things  done  that  should  not  have  been 
done,  remember  the  primary  objective.  This  is 
the  pioneering  and  initial  apartment  project  in 
this  section  of  New  England  for  people  who  cannot 
afford  a  decent  home  and  place  to  live  in.  I  was 
very  much  encouraged,  Mr.  President,  by  what 
Chairman  Greene  of  the  housing  authority  had  to 
say  to  the  Council  in  executive  session.  Here  is  a 
six  and  a  half  million  dollars  proposition,  going  to 
let  the  best  apartments  with  a  certain  number  of 
children  at  a  maximum  of  $32  a  month.  I  think 
that  is  commendable.  As  regards  the  payment  of 
taxes,  which  seems  to  bother  some  of  the  councilors  , 
Corporation  Counsel  Foley  on  the  telephone  in- 
formed me  two  hours  ago  that  it  is  his  opinion  that 
under  the  Federal  law,  as  it  is  now  composed,  it  will 
be  possible  for  the  Federal  and  city  officials  to  get 
together  on  the  charge  against  this  project  in  lieu 
of  taxes  and  I  believe  his  recommendation  to  the 
Council  or  his  interpretation  of  the  law  would  be 
along  those  lines.  In  other  words,  it  will  be 
possible  for  the  city  to  collect  an  adequate  amount 
of  money  in  lieu  of  taxes  for  the  service  such  as 
police,  water,  sewage,  schools,  fire,  that  will  be 
granted  to  this  project.  It  has  been  well  known, 
Mr.  President,  that  the  present  buildings  are 
unable  to  take  care  of  one  third  of  the  thirty-odd 
million  families  in  America. —  buildings  throughout 
the  world,  not  only  America,  unable  to  take  care 
of  the  lower  income  groups.  The  President  of  this 
nation  says  one  third  of  the  famililes  of  America 
arc  ill-housed.  I  am  encouraged  to  think  it  is 
possible  for  a  longshoreman  in  South  Boston,  with 
four  children,  to  feel  that  he  qualifies  under  the 
law  as  at  present  expressed  that  will  coyer  this 
project, —  it  will  be  possible  for  him  to  live  in  other 
than  sub-standard  areas.  I  am  encouraged  to 
think  that  the  chairman  of  this  organization, 
according  to  his  own  testimony,  was  a  little  bit 
lukewarm,  if  not  opposed,  to  the  idea  at  the  start 
and  now  he  is  enthusiastic  for  it.  Mr.  President, 
to  oppose  this  idea  of  better  homes  for  the  poorer 
people  in  this  citv  is  in  my  estimation  to  oppose 
such  a  thing  as  the  public  schools.  The  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  stated  Sunday  at  an  inter- 
view.—  David  I.  Walsh. — that  in  some  ways  this 
matter  of  housing  might  lead  to  a  form  of  organiza- 
tion.  Well,  we  can  say  the  same  thing  for  many 
projects  that  the  Government  has  gone  into  in  the 
last  few  years,  but  this  is  the  pioneering  attempt. 
Never  will  we  see  one-tenth  of  the  people  who 
should  live  in  better  homes  living  in  those  homes 
because  a  lifetime  is  short  and  these  economic 
cycles  are  long.  We  never  will  see  this  work 
completed,  but  we  can  in  our  day  make  a  start 
towards  that  glorious  ideal  of  attempting  at  least 
to  do  something. 

Coun.  WILSON— Will  the  councilor  yield  to  a 
question? 

Coun.   NORTON— Yes. 

Coun.  WILSON' — Are  there  any  vacant  apart- 
ments in  Hvde  Park? 

Coun.    NORTON— Certainly. 

Coun.  WILSON — Can  you  get  them  for  S33  a 
month? 

Coun.  NORTON— Some  of  them.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  attribute  to  my  colleague  here  just  as  high  a 
motive  from  his  standpoint  for  the  interest  that  he 
champions  as  I  do  myself  here  in  championing  the 
other  side  of  this  question.  I  appreciated  many 
years  ago  that  those  who  differed  from  me  were  as 
honest  in  their  difference  as  I.  but  I  wish  it  were 
within  my  pow  er  to  convince  him,  this  colleague  and 
others,  to  give  this  thing  a  show.  I  will  admit 
everything  about  it  may  be  wrong  and  that  the 
land  even  at  the  start  was  spiked,  even  so  far  as  the 
price  was  concerned  and  will  admit  it  is  a  glorious 
venture.  I  will  admit  for  the  sake  of  argument — 
in  mv  estimation  it  is  a  fine  residential  South  Boston 
district — that  it  is  five  minutes  to  the  Strandway 
and  the  beautiful  Atlantic  seaboard, — the  finest 
residential  area  in  Boston  that  this  particular 
project  is  in,  but  even  so,  getting  back  to  your 
question,  are  there  apartments, — yes,  there  are 
apartments  in  Hyde  Park  that  are  empty. — yes. 
but  no  one  from  those  apartments  is  going  into 
this  project,  because  in  order  to  get  into  the  proj- 
ect they  have  got  to  have  an  income  within  certain 
confines  and  there  has  got  to  be  children  in  the 
homes  of  these  families,  as  I  understand  it.     Now 
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the  councilor  from  the  Back  Bay  raised  an  interest- 
ing question, — what  proof  have  we  got  that  this 
thing  will  not  be  all  politics  when  the  ball  starts 
rolling?  I  like  to  think  in  the  other  projects  that 
are  going  along  for  some  months,  in  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  and  New  York  City,  that  not  even  the 
Republican  leaders  intimated  that  politics  was  a 
factor  in  the  leasing  of  those  apartments.  So, 
as  I  say,  I  am  encouraged.  That  man  you  heard  in 
the  executive  session  is  not  going  to  be  told  that 
John  Jones  who  lives  on  the  Esplanade  now  shall  be 
allowed  in  the  apartment  even  though  reports 
show  he  has  a  sufficient  income  to  live  in  a  suitable 
home.  I  am  sure  of  that.  Now  as  to  the  checking 
up.  It  sounds  logical  to  some  to  say,  "Why 
should  the  Federal  Government  hire  a  detective 
agency  to  check  up  these  applicants  seeking  homes; 
why  is  all  this  checking  up  necessary?"  And  yet 
the  first  man  in  the  world  to  object  if  a  sufficient 
check-up  was  not  made  would  be  the  very  in- 
dividuals who  now  complain.  If  we  were  charged 
with  the  responsibility  of  seeing  no  one  went  into 
those  apartments  except  worthy  families, — if  we 
had  that  exacting  responsibility,  we  would  want 
every  bit  of  available  data.  Supposing  we  took  a 
family  from  the  Back  Bay  with  $100  a  week,  and 
found  later  that  we  thought  it  was  only  $25  a  week. 
What  would  be  your  explanation?  Why  should 
not  the  Government  and  these  authorities  have  all 
available  information  regarding  these  families,  to 
the  end  that  only  those  should  go  into  those  proj- 
ects who  are  worthy  of  it  and  a  certain  number  of 
children  in  the  family.  Why  should  we  as  repre- 
sentatives of  Boston,  one  third  of  whom  live  in 
sub-standard  areas,  oppose  this  pioneering  attempt 
to  give  the  poor  men,  women  and  children  a  little 
more  of  the  sunshine  of  life, — a  little  better  home  to 
live  in?  Why  should  we  throw  stones  at  that  proj- 
ect? All  over  America  this  attempt  is  being 
made  to  give  proper  housing  to  some.  I  favor 
those  words  "to  some"  of  the  lower-income  group. 
Why  should  we  in  Boston  so  vigorously  oppose  it? 
It  is  in  line  with  the  times.  Whether  we  like  it  or 
not,  it  is.  The  world  has  these  so-called  sub- 
standard housing  projects.  Throughout  the  world 
you  will  find  this  situation  developed  and  an  at- 
tempt to  give  people  a  little  better  home.  There 
is  no  city  in  the  world  which  can  afford  ill-housed 
people.  The  cost  of  crime  is  seven  times  more 
than  we  get  out  of  this  sub-standard  area.  Why 
should  we  in  Boston  in  our  day  not  do  what  we 
can  to  encourage  that  idea?  Admitting  that 
everything  about  it  is  wrong,  but  remembering 
what  is  in  back  of  the  fundamental  construction 
of  this  whole  scheme,  —  to  lift  up  those,  who  are 
now  living  in  sub-standard  homes. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN— Mr.  President,  I  am  not 
going  to  speak  at  length  on  this  question,  but  I  do 
not  think  we  have  before  us  at  the  present  time 
the  question  whether  we  favor  this  subject  of 
sub-standard  area  housing.  This  Council  has 
already  appropriated  $10,000  to  establish  this 
Board  that  is  now  functioning.  We  are  asking 
for  $2,500  more  to  continue  them  in  office.  They 
have  already  started  this  work.  We  have  this 
large  building  erected  here.  We  are  not  going, 
for  the  sake  of  $2,500,  to  permit  everything  we 
have  done  to  date  to  fall  by  the  wayside.  They 
are  not  asking  you  to  establish  the  principle  in 
Boston.  As  has  been  said  by  my  colleague  from 
Hyde  Park  it  is  here.  We  have  to  recognize  that 
it  is  here.  We  have  made  it  possible  through  an 
appropriation  in  this  Council.  I  urge  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  to  go  a  step  further  in  their 
experiment.  We  have  invested  so  much.  I  per- 
sonally am  sold  on  the  idea.  I  think  it  is  a  mar- 
velous £hing.  I  do  not  agree  with  Mr.  Greene  on 
everything  that  he  said, —  particularly  what  he 
said  that  private  initiative  was  all  done,  because 
in  my  section  in  Roxbury  you  cannot  get  an 
apartment,  such  as  has  been  described,  for  any- 
where near  the  money  with  hot  water  heat,  and 
all  the  conveniences,  such  as  Frigidaire  in  these 
buildings  nor  for  anything  less  than  twice  the 
maximum  amount  they  are  charging  for  a  four-  • 
room  apartment.  These  people  would  never  have 
an  opportunity  to  live  in  a  building  which  fur- 
nishes those  necessary  conveniences.  They  are 
not  luxuries  but  necessaries,  so  that  children 
might  eat  properly  preserved  food  and  have 
properly  nourished  bodies.  Let  us  not  quibble 
about  these  fleas  and  let  elephants  go  by.  We 
should  pass  an  appropriation  to  carry  on  the  good 
work  started  by  this  Housing  Board,  which  we  all 
agree  has  done  a  good  job. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  had  at  the  start  of  the  proposition  a  cer- 


tain antagonism  towards  this  legislation,  but  I 
realize  that  you  cannot  measure  human  happi- 
ness by  the  dollar  sign.  I  realize  that  you  cannot 
split  financial  hairs  when  we  are  trying  to  elevate 
certain  unfortunate  people  from  squalid  sur- 
roundings to  decent  surroundings  and  I  am  going 
to  vote  for  this,  partly  from  the  human  stand- 
point and  partly  on  account  of  the  taxpayers  of 
Boston.  They  have  already  invested  $10,000  for 
the  establishment  of  this  housing  commission. 
They  have  spent  some  $9,000  on  salaries  alone. 
We  are  in  no  position  to  successfully  answer  the 
opposition  to  this  project  because  of  the  fact  it  is 
entirely  in  the  experimental  stage  and  I  am 
swayed  to  vote  for  it  strictly  from  the  humani- 
tarian standpoint  and  am  willing  to  go  along  and 
spend  $2,500  to  see  just  what  the  results  will  be. 
I  do  not  think  from  the  standpoint  of  the  tax- 
payers that  we  can  afford  not  to  give  the  additional 
$2,500. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  there  is 
one  thing  I  would  like  corrected  for  the  record. 
Despite  the  erroneous  statements  that  have  been 
made,  the  South  Boston  housing  project  to  the 
tune  of  six  and  one  half  million  dollars  is  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes  a  finished  proposition.  The 
continuation  in  office  and  in  power  of  this  particular 
Board,  as  we  were  told  by  Mr.  Greene,  contem- 
plates the  expenditure  of  between  $50,000,000 
and  $60,000,000  in  Boston  for  similar  housing 
areas,  in  direct  competition  with  private  property, 
within  the  period  of  the  next  three  years  and  I 
think  perhaps  that  will  bring  it  more  in  the  class 
of  elephants  and  less  in  the  class  of  fleas,  when 
we  consider  the  continuation  of  this  Board  is  in 
contemplation  by  the  Government  of  adding  to 
the  existing  South  Boston  housing  project  addi- 
tional projects  here  in  Boston  within  three  years 
to  the  tune  of  $50,000,000  to  $60,000,000. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  16,  nays — Coun. 
Shattuck,  Wilson— 2. 

6.  Report  on  orders  submitted  by  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  Tax  Title  prop- 
erty (referred  today)  for  sale  of  land  at  66  School 
street,  Charlestown;  land  situated  on  the  easterly 
side  of  Palmer  street,  Roxbury;  land  situated  on 
Corey  street,  West  Roxbury;  57  Lexington  street, 
Charlestown;  20  Franklin  street,  Charlestown — 
that  orders  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted.  Orders  read  once  and  passed, 
yeas  16,  nays — Coun.  G.  A.  Murray,  Tobin — 2. 


NEW   POLICE   STATION. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $50,000  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  new  Police  Station  on  the 
site  of  Station  4,  La  Grange  street,  and  that  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  for  said 
amount. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President, 
with  reference  to  that  order,  it  is  well  known  by 
members  of  the  Council  that  when  Mr.  Hultman 
was  Police  Commissioner  he  abandoned  Station  4 
without  authority  from  the  City  Council  at  that 
time.  We  appropriated  money  for  the  erection  of 
a  new  station  to  take  the  place  of  Station  5  and 
after  it  had  been  erected  he  abandoned  Station  4. 
The  year  before  he  did  that  he  had  a  bill  quietly 
passed  through  the  Legislature  without  anyone 
knowing  about  it,  taking  away  from  the  City 
Council  authority  to  pass  upon  the  abandonment 
of  police  stations.  I  tried  to  have  that  law 
amended  for  the  last  three  years  and  finally  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  Station  3  re-established.  Now 
Station  4  is  in  the  great  department  store  district, 
the  fur  district  and  the  furniture  district,  theatrical 
district  and  it  also  includes  the  night  life  of  Boston. 
To  leave  that  great  section  unprotected  as  it  is 
without  proper  police  protection  has  been  a  shame 
and  I  find  out  now  that  we  can  erect  a  building  on 
that  site,  and  put  in  there  a  garage, —  a  one-story 
structure  and  basement.  It  is  no  longer  necessary 
for  police  sleeping  quarters  to  be  put  in  as  that 
has  been  done  away  with.  We  do  not  need  any 
elaborate  building.  All  we  need  is  something  plain 
without  ornament  and  the  Police  Commissioner  is 
looking  favorably  upon  this  proposition  and  I  hope 
the  Mayor  will  see  in  his  wisdom  the  necessity  of 
signing  this  order  when  it  reaches  him. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 
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RECONDITIONED  WEST  END  BRANCH  OF 
PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 

Coun.    JOHN    I.    FITZGERALD    offered    the 

following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sura  of  $50,000  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Library  Trustees,  for  the 
purpose  of  reconditioning,  etc.,  the  West  End 
Branch  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  and  that  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to 
time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  of  the  city  for  said  amount. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President, 
in  reference  to  that  order,  that  refers  to  the  old 
historical  building  in  the  West  End,  built  in  1800, 
the  old  West  End  Branch  of  the  Public  Library. 
It  is  a  Bulfinch  front  and  has  been  closed  up  for 
several  months.  This  building  has  been  of  assist- 
ance to  thousands  of  people,  not  only  the  residents 
of  the  West  End,  but  Beacon  Hill,  and  also  young 
men  going  to  the  colleges  who  live  in  the  vicinity 
and  around  the  State  House.  The  Mayor  some- 
time ago  wanted  to  remodel  that  building  and 
place  it  in  proper  condition  but  they  wanted  to  do 
it  without  bids.  He  refused  to  stand  for  that  and 
I  understand  there  was  a  communication  signed 
by  the  Library  Trustees.  It  did  not  reach  the 
Council,  but  I  put  that  order  in  and  hope  the  Coun- 
cil will  see  fit  to  appropriate  the  money  to  reopen 
that  historical  building,  giving  the  people  what 
properly  belongs  to  them. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 


NOTICES   ON   GASOLINE   PERMITS. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN  and  FINLEY  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  the  Street  Commissioners  to  notify,  in 
writing,  the  member  of  the  City  Council  repre- 
senting the  particular  district  in  which  an  applica- 
tion for  the  storage  of  gasoline  or  oil  is  made,  noti- 
fying said  official  of  the  date  of  said  hearing  to  be 
held  at  least  seven  days  before  the  said  hearing. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REINSTATEMENT  OF  RICHARD  P.  KELLEY. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  and  BRACKMAN 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  reinstate 
Richard  P.  Kelley,  formerly  employed  as  a  lamp- 
lighter in  the  service  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BUS   LINE,    SAVIN   HILL   AND   HARRISON 
SQUARE. 

Coun.  McGRATH  and  TOBIN  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  establish  a  bus  line  between  Harrison 
square  and  Savin  Hill,  Dorchester. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  TOBIN — I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  be 
recorded  on  No.  3  as  voting  "Yes." 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— Councilor  Tobin  asks 
unanimous  consent  to  vote  "Yes"  on  No.  3.  If 
there  is  no  objection  the  councilor  is  so  recorded. 


LAYING   OUT   OF   RICKER   STREET. 

Coun.  FINLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
lay  out  and  construct  as  a  public  highway  Ricker 
street,  Ward  20,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of 
construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LIGHTING   OF   CENTRE   STREET. 

Coun.  FINLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 


Mayor,  to  provide  for  improved  fighting  facilities 
on  Centre  street,  West  Roxbury,  from  Manthorne 
road  to  the  junction  of  Spring  and  Centre  streets. 

Coun.  FINLEY — Mr.  President,  I  am  prompted 
to  introduce  this  order  at  this  time  because  a  year 
ago  a  petition  containing  three  thousand  names 
was  presented  to  the  Mayor  for  increased  lighting 
facilities.  It  was  impossible  to  have  that  included 
in  the  current  budget  this  year,  but  I  believe  at 
the  present  time  some  means  should  be  taken  to 
find  the  necessary  money  to  make  that  expenditure 
for  that  much-needed  improvement.  This  is  in 
no  sense  a  "White  Way,"  but  simply  a  survey  has 
shown  increased  lighting  facilities  are  badly 
needed  and  it  is  proposed  to  double  the  present 
lighting  facilities.  The  cost  would  not  exceed 
$3,000.  There  is  no  cost  for  installation.  The 
cost  per  light  per  year  to  the  Edison  Company 
will  be  about  $80,  atid  it  is  a  small  expenditure  for 
the  safety  of  the  people  in  that  section  where 
accident  after  accident  is  occurring  every  week. 
Something  should  be  done  to  raise  the  necessary 
funds  to  better  the  lighting  facilities  along  that 
thoroughfare. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LAVING   OCT   OF   FRESNO    STREET. 

Coun.  FINLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  lay  out  and  accept  as  a  public  highway  Fresno 
street,  Ward  20,  under  the  W.  P.  A.  type  of 
construction. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


DEPARTMENT  AND  BOARD  MEETINGS 
ON  OTHER  AFTERNOONS  THAN 
MONDAYS. 

Coun.   WILSON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  city  department  heads  to  hold  depart- 
ment and  board  meetings  and  conferences  at  times 
other  than  on  Monday  afternoons. 

Coun.  WILSON  -.Sir.  President,  this  order  is 
meant  with  all  respect,  but.  of  course,  we  are 
aware  of  the  fact  that  the  Hospital  Trustees,  for 
example,  had  a  meeting  this  afternoon.  The 
weekly  meeting  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Public 
Welfare  is  always  held  on  Monday  afternoon  and 
I  really  feel  that  with  important  matters  coming 
up  the  department  heads  might  pick  some  other 
afternoon  than  that  afternoon  which  is  supposedly 
reserved  for  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONVENIENCE    STATIONS    IN    CLEARY 
AND    WOLCOTT   SQUARES. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,      That     the      Health      Commissioner, 
through     his     Honor     t  lie     Mayor,     consider    the 
advisability    of    placing    Convenience    Stations    in 
Clear}    square  and  Wolcott   square.   Ward    18. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


USE    OF   SCHOOL   PLAYGROUND    FACILI- 
TIES. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider  the 
advisability  of  conferring  with  the  Boston  school 
authorities  relative  to  the  fullest  use  being  made 
of  all  playground  facilities  both  during  and  after 
school  hours. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  we  have  300 
school  braidings  in  Boston  and  undoubtedly  over 
2tni  school  playgrounds  in  the  city.  It  seems  as  if 
these  playgrounds  should  be  used  as  many  hours  in 
the  day  as  possible  more  than  at  present.  In  order 
to  do  that  we  have  to  have  the  Park  Department, 
the  school  officials  and  the  Mayor  of  Boston  co- 
operate. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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TRAFFIC  SIGNAL  AT  CUMMINS  HIGHWAY 
AND  HYDE  PARK  AVENUE. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That,  the  Traffic  Commissioner,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  consider  the  advisability  of 
placing  a  traffic  signal  at  the  corner  of  Cummins 
Highway  and  Hyde  Park  avenue. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PREFERENCE   GIVEN   TO   OLD   CITY 
EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider 
the  advisability  of  giving  preference  in  re-employ- 
ment to  those  old  city  employees  who  worked  for 
the  city  twenty  to  thirty-six  years  who  were  let  go 
during  the  first  part  of  his  administration. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FIXING   ALL   NON-MAJOR   STREETS 
IN   BOSTON. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of   fixing  all   non-major  streets   in   Boston. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


STATEMENT    ON    HIGHWAY    ENGINEER. 

Coun.     NORTON— Mr.     President,     I     desire 

unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— The  Chair  hearing 
no  objection  the  gentleman  may  proceed. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  I  desire  to 
congratulate  the  Mayor  of  Boston  for  approving 
of  the  promotion  of  Mr.  William  Morrissey  to 
the  position  of  Division  Engineer  in  the  Public 
Works  Department.  The  promotion  met  with  a 
unanimity  of  approval  on  all  sides.  Bill  Morrissey 
is  natively  endowed  with  a  splendid  mental  equip- 
ment, is  an  executive  of  the  first  rank,  but,  best  of 
all,  he  has  a  million-dollar  personality.  Anyone 
who  meets  him  just  has  to  like  him.  He  is  never 
too  busy  but  what  he  has  time  to  listen  to  every- 
one's story,  to  be  courteous  and  considerate  to  the 
humblest  citizen,  to  be  sympathetic  and  kindly 
on  all  occasions.  I  wish  we  had  more  such  officials 
about  City  Hall.  In  all  my  years  as  a  member  of 
the  Boston  city  government,  I  consider  this  man 
to  be  one  of  the  highest  types  I  have  come  in  con- 
tact with.  To  see  such  ability  recognized  is 
encouraging. 


On  motion  of  Coun.  FINLEY,  the  City  Council 
adjourned  at  6  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  October 
4,  1937,  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  ot  City  Council. 


Monday,  October  4,  1937. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  off  the 
City  of  Boston  in  the  City  Council  Chamber, 
City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  Coun.  GALLAGHER 
in  the  chair  and  all  the  members  present 
except    Conn.    Harris. 


JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZ- 
GERALD presiding  in  the  absence  of  the 
Mayor,   'as  follows : 

Eighty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,    to  appear   November   1,  1937: 

George  T.  Bradshaw,  Ward  1 ;  Frederick 
English,  Jr.,  Ward  2  ;  William  R.  Fitzpatrick, 
Ward  2 ;  Joseph  Kelly,  Ward  2 ;  John  .  Mc- 
Laughlin, Ward  2  ;  Albert  W.  Gammon,  Ward 
3  ;  Harold  S.  Mason,  Ward  3  ;  A.  Clarke  Wall- 
ing, Waird  3 ;  Henry  K.  Doyle,  Ward  4 ; 
Frank  C.  Harrison,  Ward  4  ;  Lloyd  D.  Holton, 
Ward  4 ;  Walter  E.  Lurvey,  Ward  4 ;  Alex- 
ander MoArthur,  Ward  4 ;  Frank  J.  Tobin, 
Ward  4  ;  Walter  E.  Mills,  Ward  5  ;  Wilbur  E. 
Morgan,  Ward  5 ;  Howard  C.  Turner,  Ward 
5 ;  Thomas  J.  Conroy,  Ward  6';  Edward  J. 
Gaffney,  Ward  6 ;  Charles  J.  Harnden,  Ward 
6 ;  Joseph  C.  Hollfelder,  Ward  6 ;  George  W. 
Ransom,  Ward  6 ;  Henry  W.  Brennion,  Ward 
7 ;  Lawrence  W.  Flynn,  Ward  7 ;  Joseph  W. 
Murphy,  Ward  7 ;  Joseph  V.  Serrilla,  Ward 
7 ;  Albert  F.  Sullivan,  Ward  7  ;  Joseph  Woyt- 
kunski,  Ward  7 ;  James  Cox,  Ward  8  ;  Joseph 
P.  Foley,  Ward  9  ;  Frank  Krotman,  Ward  9  ; 
William  H.  MeAuIiffe,  Ward  9;  Everett  F. 
Honwood,  Ward  10 ;  John  E.  O'Neil,  Ward 
10 ;  Carl  H.  Anderson,  Ward  11 ;  Stephen  A. 
Goode,  Jr.,  Ward  11;  Joseph  F.  Coakley, 
Ward  12  ;  Joseph  A.  Hogan,  Ward  12  ;  William 
F.  Nixon,  Ward  12 ;  Andrew  F.  Pendergast, 
Ward  12 ;  Francis  Thomas  Reilly,  Ward  12 ; 
Leo  M.  Flaherty,  Ward  13  :  James  C.  Hoye, 
Ward  13;  Patrick  J.  O'Brien,  Ward  13;  Ed- 
ward L.  Phillips,  Ward  13  ;  Abraham  K.  Fein- 
stein,  Ward  14 ;  Harry  Howard,  Ward  14 ; 
James  B.  O'Neil,  Ward  14 ;  James  A.  De- 
Lorie,  Ward  15 ;  Martin  J.  Flaherty,  Ward 
15 ;  Joseph  M.  O'Hare,  Ward  15 ;  Robert 
Cleaves,  Ward  16 ;  Saul  J.  Barra,  Ward  17  ; 
Ralph  W.  Brown,  Ward  17  ;  Thomas  F.  Daley, 
Ward  17;  William  E.  Hagen,  Ward  17; 
Thomas  McDermott,  Ward  17 ;  Edmond  L. 
Sweeney,  Ward  17  ;  Arthur  F.  Desmond,  Ward 
18  ;  Michael  J.  Fitzgerald,  Ward  18  ;  Joseph  H. 
Hanks,  Ward  18;  Axel  R.  Peterson,  Ward  18; 
John  R.  Sander,  Ward  18  ;  John  C.  Bau,  Ward 
19 ;  Otto  Froempter,  Ward  19 ;  James  A. 
Froughton,  Ward  19;  William  J.  Slavin, 
Ward  19 ;  Ernest  Bates,  Ward  20 ;  Ed- 
mund W.  Cox.  Ward  20 ;  John  R.  McKenzie, 
Ward  20  ;  James  McKinnon,  Ward  20  ;  Roy  W. 
Barhydt,  Ward  21  ;  Walter  S.  JBlewett,  Ward 
21;  Ralph  S.  Collins,  Ward  21;  Brooks  M. 
Lincoln,  Ward  21  ;  Malcolm  A.  Morrison,  Ward 
21 ;  Chester  L.  Norton,  Ward  21  ;  William  L. 
Ross,  Ward  2H ;  Herman  E.  Baker,  Ward  22 ; 
Frank  J.  Shaughnessey,  Ward  22. 

Eighty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,   to   appear   November  1,    1937 : 

Edward  L.  Buckley,  Ward  1  ;  James  F. 
Cleary,  Ward  1 ;  Ralph  Ferullo,  Ward  1 ;  Peter 
J.  Mortimer,  Jr.,  Ward  1  ;  Francis  F.  Downey, 
Wairdl  2  ;  Edward  (P.  Gunning,  Ward  2  ;  Edward 
M.  Hamilton,  Ward  2  ;  Joseph  G.  Pierce,  Ward 
2 ;  Thomas  F.  Scanlon,  Ward  2 ;  John  F. 
Brady,  Ward  3 ;  Joseph  Dolicio,  Ward  3 ; 
Samuel  Sherman,  Ward  3 ;  Alonzo  B.  Hart, 
Ward   4 ;   Thomas   H.   Hutton,   Ward   4  ;  Arthur 


W.  Shepard,  Ward  4 ;  George  E.  Burnhom, 
Ward  5  ;  Charles  D.  MacKay,  Ward  5  ;  Charles 
P.  Newton,  Ward  5 ;  Harry  Orkin,  Ward  5 ; 
Phillip  LaCascia,  Ward  6 ;  Peter  O.  Norton, 
Ward  6 ;  Arthur  Barron,  Ward  7 ;  James  V. 
Drummey,  Ward  7  ;  Harry  Dumlap,  Ward  7 ; 
Patrick  J.  Hogan,  Ward  7 ;  James  B.  Ken- 
nedy, Ward  7 ;  William  Martel,  Ward  7 ; 
George  H.  McGowan,  Ward  7  ;  Joseph  P.  Mul- 
kern,  Ward  7 ;  Eugene  A.  Hodgkinsom,  Ward 
8  ;  Herbert  C.  Lingley,  Ward  8 ;  John  Joseph 
Mason,  Ward  8  ;  Joseph  F.  McLaughlin,  Ward 
8;  Thomas  W.  Flaherty,  Ward  10;  James  A. 
Harney,  Ward  10 ;  Rudolph  F.  Huber,  Ward 
10 ;  Erwin  C.  Kipp,  Ward  10  ;  Martin  McGee, 
Ward  10;  Henry  C.  Sears,  Ward  10;  Daniel 
F.  Curran,  Ward  11  ;  George  Murphy,  Ward 
11;  Joseph  M.  Polsky,  Ward  11;  Joseph  A. 
Schoen,  Ward  11  ;  William  J.  Kelley,  Ward 
12 ;    Daniel    J.    Leonard,    Ward    12 ;    Frederick 

E.  Parker,  Ward  12 ;  Joseph  Rich,  Ward  12 ; 
Reginald  Malcolm,  Ward  13  ;  Charles  E.  Nogle, 
Ward  13 ;  Edwin  L.  Noyes,  Word  13 ;  Fred 
A.  Cook,  Ward  14 ;  Chester  G.  O'Donnefl, 
Ward    15 ;    Charles    E.    Fay,    Ward    16 ;   Michael 

F.  Keniney,  Ward  16 ;  Robert  W.  McDonald, 
Ward  16  ;  John  J.  McDonnell,  Word  16  ;  Frank 
E.  McLeod,  Ward  16 ;  Thomas  D.  Morrison, 
Ward  16;  William  E.  Prout,  Ward  16;  Ed- 
ward Coney,  Ward  17  ;  Louis  N.  Fuller,  Ward 
17;  Angus  J.  Gillis,  Ward  17;  James  F. 
MacDonald,  Ward  17 ;  Stephen  C.  Morrell, 
Ward  17 ;  Stephen  L.  Kennedy,  Ward  18 ; 
Robert  H.  Lenz,  Word  18  ;  William  B.  Lyons, 
Ward  18 ;  Abraham  Mitchell,  Ward  18 ;  Eu- 
stace E.  Neale,  Ward  18  ;  Arthur  A.  Stillings, 
Ward  18;  John  J.  Thomas,  Ward  18;  Henry 
H.  Weiman,  Jr.,  Ward  18 ;  Richard  Douglas, 
Ward  19 ;  Adrian  Eckberg,  Ward  20 ;  Austin 
W.  Frederick,  Ward  20  ;  Donald  C.  MePherson, 
Ward  20 ;  Edmund  P.  Wittemore,  Ward  20 ; 
Joseph  A.  Ryan,  Ward  21  ;  Gordon  B.  Simpson, 
Ward  21  ;  Michael  Finn,  Ward  22 ;  John  E. 
Jefferson,    Ward   22. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

The  following   were    received : 

City   of   Boston, 
Office   of    the   Mayor,    October    4,    1937. 
To   the    City    Council. 

Genltlemen, — Subject  to  confirmation  Iby 
your  Honorable  Body  I  hereby  appoint  the 
following-named  persons  constables  of  the  City 
of  Boston  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1938, 
authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing 
bond  : 

Michael  Joseph   Reilly,   Jr.,   4  Winship  place, 
Brighton,    Mass.,    Ward   22 ;    Charles    Horowitz, 
540   Warren   street,    Roxbury,   Mass.,   Ward   12. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.  Mansfield,   Mayor. 
Laid   over   for   one  week   under   the  law. 

City   of    Boston, 
Office   of    the   Mayor,    October    4,    1937. 
To   the    City    Council. 

Genltlemen, — 'Subject  to  confirmation  by 
your  Honorable  Body  I  hereby  appoint  the 
following    as    weighers  : 

Weighers  of  Goods:  Edward  T.  J.  Noonan, 
96  Partridge  avenue,  Somerville,  Mass.  ;  David 
Daniels,  26  Boyniton  street,  Jamaica  Plain, 
Mass. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 
Laid  over  for  one  week  under  the  law. 


VETO— ORIENT  AVENUE   EDGESTONES. 
The   following   was   received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  tbe  Mayor,  September  27,   1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved 
and  without  my  signature  an  order  adopted 
by  your  Honorable  Body  on  September  13, 
1937.  for  the  installation  of  granite  edgestones 
along  Orient  avenue,  from  numbers  162  to 
252,    inclusive,   on    both   sides,   in    Ward    1. 
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CITY    OOUNOIL. 


I  am  'informed  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  "Works  that  there  are  -no  funds  avail- 
able at  the  present  time  for  this  construction. 
Under  the  circumstances  I  am  constrained 
to   veto    the   order. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 
Placed   on   file. 


VETO— BREMEN     STREET     EDGESTONES. 
The   following   was   received: 
City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  27,   1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved 
and  without  my  signature  an  order  adopted 
by  your  Honorable  Body  on  September  13, 
1937,  for  the  installation  of  granite  edge- 
stomes   at   374   Bremen   street   in    Ward    1. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  that  there  are  no  funds  avail- 
able at  the  present  time  for  this  construction. 
Under  the  circumstances  I  am  constrained 
to   veto   the  order. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.  Mansfield,   Mayor. 
Placed    on   file. 


VETO— SEVER     STREET     SIDEWALK. 
The   following   was   received: 
City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  27,   1937. 
To    the  City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved 
and  without  my  signature  an  order  adopted 
by  your  Honorable  Body  on  September  13, 
1937,  for  the  making  of  a  sidewalk  with 
granite  ed'gestones  along  both  sides  of  Sever 
street   in   Ward   2. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  that  at  the  present  time  there 
is  a  brick  sidewalk  on  the  above-named  street, 
and  a  lien  order  would  not  be  necessary  for 
the  replacement  of  this  sidewalk  with  one 
of  artificial  stone.  I  have  been  informed 
further  that  this  location  has  been  placed 
on  the  list  for  construction  as  soon  as  possible. 
Under  the  circumstances  I  am  constrained  to 
veto   the   order. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 
Placed   on   file. 


VETO— BENNINGTON     STREET    SIDE- 
WALK. 

The   following   was   received : 
City    of    Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  27,   1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved 
and  without  my  signature  an  order  adopted 
by  your  Honorable  Body  on  September  13, 
1937,  for  the  making  of  a  granolithic  side- 
walk along  960-980  Bennington  street  in 
Ward   1. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  that  at  the  present  time  there 
is  a  brick  sidewalk,  including  a  loam  space, 
in  front  of  this  property  and  a  lien  order 
would  not  be  necessary  for  the  replacement 
of  this  sidewalk  with  one  of  artificial  stone. 
I  have  been  informed  further  that  this  location 
has  been  placed  on  the  list  for  construction 
as  soon  as  possible.  Under  the  circumstances 
I  am  constrained  to  veto  the  order. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

Placed   on   file. 


TAXES   AND    CHARGES   AT   OLD    HARBOR 
VILLAGE. 

The   following   was   received: 
City    of    Boston, 
Office    of    the    Mayor,    October    4,    1937. 
To   the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I     transmit     herewith     a     letter 
from  the  Corporation  Counsel  relative  to  your 


order  of  August  9,  1937,  concerning  the  right 
of  the  City  of  Boston  to  impose  real  estate 
taxes  or  certain  service  charges  on  the  Old 
Harbor    Village   property. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor." 

City    of   Boston, 
Law    Department,    October    4,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 
Dear   Mr.   Mayor, — I    have   received   a  memo- 
randum    from     your     office     with     which     was 
submitted  a  copy  of  the  following  order  passed 
by   the   City    Council : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  advise  the  City  Council  whether  the  City 
of   Boston,    in   his   opinion,   has   the   legal   right 

1.  To  impose  any  real  estate  taxes  on  the 
Old    Harbor    Village    property,   or 

2.  To  make  any  service  charge  for  the 
furnishing  of  school,  police  and  fire  pro- 
tection, water,  sewer,  garbage,  disposal  and 
other  municipal  items  of  public  service : 
and  also  to  advise  the  City  Council  the  legal 
basis   for  such   ruling  as  is   made." 

You  have  requested  me  to  give  the  advice 
sought  in  said  order.  I  assume  that  the 
leal  estate  referred  to  in  said  order  is  real 
estate    owned    by    the    Federal    Government. 

A.     Taxation. 

There  has  been  no  cession  by  the  Common- 
wealth to  the  United  States,  absolute  or 
conditional,  of  said  real  estate  (cf.  section  7  of 
chapter  1  of  the  General  Laws).  No  right 
to  tax  this  property,  therefore,  if  otherwise 
it  be  subject  to  taxation,  has  been  lost  by 
cession. 

The  question,  then,  of  whether  or  not  said 
real  estate  is  subject  to  taxation  is  to  be  de- 
termined by  a  consideration  of  whether  or  not 
it  has  the  benefit  of  a  statutory  or  constitu- 
tional   exemption. 

Prior  to  the  effective  date  of  chapter  81 
of  the  Acts  of  1936  all  property  of  the  United 
States  was  exempt  from  local  taxation.  If 
this  exemption  had  continued,  the  property 
referred  to  in  the  above-quoted  order  would 
not  be  taxable  by  the  City  of  Boston.  But 
chapter  81  of  the  Acts  of  1936  amended  clause 
first  of  section  5  of  chapter  59  of  the  General 
Laws  by  providing  statutory  exemption  from 
taxation  for  property  owned  by  the  United 
States  only  where  that  property  was  "con- 
stitutionally held  and  used  by  it  for  essen- 
tial governmental  functions."  The  latter  con- 
tention   is   likely  to   have  more  force. 

It,  therefore,  becomes  necessary  in  determ- 
iner the  question  of  exemption  to  consider 
whether  the  property  referred  to  (1)  is 
property  which  under  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion may  be  taxed  by  the  City  and  (2)  is 
property  "constitutionally  held  and  used"  "for 
essential  governmental  functions"  within  the 
meaning   of    those   words    in   said    clause   first. 

(1.)      The    Question    of    Constitutional 
Exemption. 

It  is  well  established  law  that  there  are  con- 
stitutional limits  upon  the  power  of  the  states 
and  local  governments  to  impose  burdens  by 
taxation  upon  the  performance  by  the  Federal 
Government  of  its  functions.  (McCulloch  v. 
Maryland,    5    Wheat,    316.) 

While  there  is  language  in  the  decisions 
of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  to  the 
effect  that  rea!  estate  owned  by  the  Federal 
Government  may  not  be  taxed  by  the  state  or 
municipality  in  which  the  real  estate  is  sit- 
uated (See,  for  example.  Fox  Film  Corp.  v. 
Doyal.  286  U.  S.  126.8;  Callam  County  v. 
United    States,    263    U.    S.    341 ;    Coe   v.    Errol, 

116  U.  S.  517,  524),  there  is  only  one  decision 
which  I  have  found  holding  a  local  tax  on 
Federal  property  unconstitutional.  That  de- 
cision   is    in    Brocklin    u.    State    of    Tennessee. 

117  U.  S.  151.  The  tax  therein  held  invalid 
was  in  effect  a  tax  on  Federal  revenue  amd 
was  clearly  an  interference  with  Federal 
functions.  (See  Lee  v.  Osceola  Imp.  Dist. 
268  U.  S.  643,  involving  a  special  assessment. 
This    decision    is    also    distinguishable.) 
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There  is  no  decision  to  the  effect,  however, 
that  a  local  tax  upon  Federal  property  is  in- 
valid where  that  property  is  devoted  to  a 
purpose  to  which  it  is  unconstitutional  for 
the  Fed'eral  Government  to  devote  its  property. 
The  policy  underlying  constitutional  immunity 
would  seem  to  have  no  application.  No  burden 
would  result  in  an  undertaking  which  should 
be   unburdened. 

It  is,  therefore,  my  opinion  that  if  the 
Old  Harbor  Village  Project  is  unconstitutional 
the  real  estate  owned  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment and  referred  to  in  the  above-quoted 
order  is  not  cons  tit  utiionally  exempt  from 
taxation.  The  fact  that  property  is  attempted 
to  be  acquired  by  the  Federal  Government 
with  the  intention  that  it  be  devoted  to  an 
unconstitutional  purpose  does  mot,  in  my 
opinion,  render  void  the  attempted  acquisi- 
tion or  prevent  title  to  the  property  vesting 
in  the  Federal  Government.  While  the  ex- 
penditure by  local  governments  of  public 
money  for  low-cost  housing  and  slum  clear- 
ance may  constitute  the  expenditure  of  public 
money  for  a  public  purpose  (see  Matter  of 
New  York  City  Housing  Authority  v.  Muller, 
270  N.  Y.  333 ;  Spalin  v.  Stewart,  268  Ky. 
97)  there  is  still  substantial  room  for  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  'notwithstanding  the  recent 
Social  Security  Act  cases,  81  Sup.  Ct  Law 
Ed.,  779-82'8,  as  to  whether  the  establishment 
and  maimtananlcfe  directly  Iby  the  Fedenol 
Government  of  'lowWcost  housing  or  sltum 
clearance  projects  is  a  proper  Federal  func- 
tion. (See  discussion  in  U.  S.  v.  Certain 
Lands  in  City  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  78  Fed. 
684,  9  Fed.  Supp.  37;  Franklin  Tp.  in  Somer- 
set County,  New  Jersey  v.  Tugwell  (U.  S. 
Court  of  Appeals  for  District  of  Columbia) , 
85  Fed.  2nd,  208,  but  compare  Saunders  v. 
Oklahoma  City,  19  Fed.  Supp".  50).  It  is  not 
unllikely,  however,  that  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  would  uphold  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  project  if  the  question  were  pre- 
sented to   it. 

But  assuming  that  housing  is  a  proper 
Federal  function  and  within  the  constitutional 
powers  of  the  Federal  Government,  another 
line  of  decisions  must  be  considered.  In 
cases  involving  the  constitutionality  of  Federal 
taxation  of  state  instrumentalities,  a  distinc- 
tion has  been  taken  between  instrumentalities 
of  the  state  engaged  in  the  performance  of 
essential  government  functions  (these  being 
held  to  be  immune  from  Federal  taxation)  and 
instrumentalities  of  the  state  not  so  engaged 
These  being  held  not  to  be  immune).  (South 
Carolina  v.  United  States,  199  U.  S.  437 ; 
Flint  v.  Stone,  Tracy  Co.  220  U.  S.  107; 
Brush  v.  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue,  81 
Law  Ed.  Supreme  Court,  443.)  There  is  no 
are  holding,  in  cases  involving  the  constitu- 
tionality of  state  or  municipal  taxation  of 
"ederal  instrumentalities,  that  a  similar  dis- 
tinction will  be  made.  It  is  possible  that  the 
Supreme  Court  will  ultimately  hold  that  this 
distinction  has  no  application  to  a  direct  tax 
upon  property  or  that,  by  its  very  nature, 
all  functions  of  the  Federal  Government  are 
essentially  governmental.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  worhty  of  note  that  in  two  cases  involv- 
ing local  taxation  of  the  property  of  a  corporate 
instrumentality  of  the  Federal  Government, 
where  the  question  has  been  raised,  stress 
has  been  laid  on  the  governmental  character 
of  the  instrumentality  (Callam  County  v. 
United  States,  268  U.  S.  341  (War)  ;  New 
York  ex  rel  Eogers  v.  Graves,  299  U.  S.  401  ; 
( Panama  Canal ) .  And  discussions  of  the 
question  of  constitutional  immunity  have 
stressed  the  reciprocal  nature  of  that  immun- 
ity (cf.  Brush  v.  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue, 
81  Sup.  Ot.  Law  Ed.  443,  446).  Entrance 
of  the  Federal  Government  into  fields  of 
enterprise  traditionally  private  appears  to  be 
increasing  and  the  extent  of  such  entry, 
with  its  effect  on  local  revenue  if  immunity 
is  sustained,  may  well  lead  the  Supreme  Court 
to  distinguish  between  functions  of  the  Federal 
Government  essentially  governmental  and  those 
not  and  to  assure  immunity  only  to  those  which 
are.  (See  for  am  excellent  discaissiotn  49 
H.  L.  R.   1823;  cf,  59  H,  L,  R.  980.) 


It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  even  if 
a  distinction  such  as  has  been  suggested  be 
taken  and  Federal  land  be  held  taxable  locally 
where  not  devoted  to  an  essential  govern- 
mental purpose,  the  Supreme  Court  may 
nevertheless  hold  that,  because  of  the  public 
interest  in  low-cost  '  housing,  such  housing 
(if  the  Federal  Government  may  constitution- 
ally engage  therein)  is  an  essential  govern- 
mental function  (cf.  Brush  v.  Collector  of 
Internal  Revenue  (supra)  ) .  The  question 
is    undecided    and    still    an    open    one. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing,  it  is  my  opinion 
that  a  reasonable  argument  may  be  made 
that  the  real  estate  owned  by  the  United 
States  and  referred  to  in  the  above-quoted 
order  is  not  constitutionally  exempt  from 
taxation.  The  contention  may  reasonably  be 
made  that  said  real  estate  is  devoted  by  the 
Federal  Government  to  a  purpose  not  within 
the  conistiittutioinal  powers  of  the  Federal 
Government  and  that  even  if  said  real  estate 
is  devoted  to  a  purpose  within  the  constitu- 
tional powers  of  the  Federal  Government,  that 
such  purpose  is  not  an  essential  governmental 
puirpose. 

(2.)      The  Question  of  Statutory  Exemption. 

As  has  been  hereinbefore  stated,  only  such 
federally  owned  property  'as  is  "constitution- 
ally held  and  used"  for  "essential  governmental 
functions"  is  exempted  by  statute  from  local 
taxation.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  words 
"essential  governmental  functions"  were  in- 
tended to  mean  what  those  words  mean  as 
used  by  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  in 
cases     involving    constitutional    immunity. 

I  am,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that  if  it 
should  be  held  that  the  real  estate  owned  by 
the  Federal  Government  was  not  constitution- 
ally immune  from  local  taxation  either  because 
it  was  mot  devoted  by  the  Federal  Government 
to  a  purpose  within  the  constitutional  powers 
of  .that  Government  or,  if  devoted  to  such 
purpose,  was  nevertheless  not  devoted  to  an 
essential  governmental  purpose,  then  such 
real  estate  would  not  be  held  exempt  under 
the   provisions   of   our  statute. 

B.     Services. 

In  1936  Congress  passed  an  act  with  refer- 
ence to  Slum-Clearance  and  Low-Cost  Housing 
projects  (49  Stat.  2026;  40  U.  S.  C.  A., 
421,  422),   which  provided,   in  part,  as  follows: 

"The  acquisition  by  the  United  States  of 
any  real  property  acquired  before  or  after 
June  29,  1936,  in  connection  with  any  low- 
cost  housing  or  slum-clearance  project  con- 
structed before  or  after  June  29,  1936,  with 
funds  allotted  to  the  Federal  Emergency  Ad- 
ministration of  Public  Works  pursuant  to  sec- 
tions 401  to  411  of  this  title,  the  Emergency 
Relief  Appropriation  Act  of  1935,  or  any 
other  law,  shall  not  be  held  to  deprive  any 
state  or  political  subdivision  thereof  of  its 
civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  in  and  over 
such  property,  or  to  impair  the  civil  rights 
under  the  local  law  of  the  tenants  or  in- 
habitants on  such  property  ;  and  in  so  far  as 
any  such  jurisdiction  has  been  taken  away 
from  any  such  state  or  subdivision,  or  any 
such  rights  have  been  impaired,  jurisdiction 
over  any  such  property  is  hereby  ceded  back 
to    such    state   or   subdivision." 

"Upon  the  request  of  any  state  or  political 
subdivision  in  which  any  such  project  has 
been  or  will  be  constructed,  the  Federal 
Emergency  Administrator  of  Public  Works  is 
authorized  to  enter  into  an  agreement,  and 
to  consent  to  the  renewal  or  alteration  thereof, 
with  such  state  or  subdivisions  for  the  pay- 
ment by  the  United  States  of  sums  in  lieu 
of  taxes.  Such  sums  shall  be  fixed  in  such 
agreement  and  shall  be  based  upon  the  cost 
of  the  public  or  municipal  services  to  be 
supplied  for  the  benefit  of  such  project  or 
the  persons  residing  on  or  occupying  Buch 
premises,  but  taking  into  consideration  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  by  such  state  or  sub- 
division   from    such    project." 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  first  paragraph 
above  quoted,  properly  construed,  does  not 
remove     the     constitutional      immunity     from 
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local    taxation   of    the   property   referred   to,    if 
such    constitutional    immunity    exists.  _ 

The  second  paragraph,  however,  authorizes 
the  Federal  Emergency  Administrator  of  .Pub- 
lic Works  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the 
City  for  the  payment  by  the  United  States 
to  the  City  in  lieu  of  taxes  and  directs  that 
the  amount  determined  in  the  agreement  shall 
be  based  upon  the  cost  of  the  public  or 
municipal  services  to  be  supplied  by  the 
municipality  with  due  consideration  of  the 
local   benefits   from   the   project. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  there  is  substantial 
doubt  as  to  the  taxability  of  the  Federal  real 
estate  devoted  to  the  Old  Harbor  Village 
Housing  project  an  attempt  should  be  made 
to  determine  the  extent  to  which  the  Federal 
Emergency  Administrator  of  Public  Works 
will  agree  to  reimburse  the  City  for  services 
normally   covered   by    taxes. 

Even  apart  from  such  an  agreement,  the 
City  need  not  and  may  not  furnish  water  for 
use  on  the  premises  without  a  fair  payment. 
The  fact  that  the  property  is  federally  owned 
is    immaterial. 

Very    truly    yours, 

Henry     E.     Foley, 
Corporation    Counsel. 
Placed    on    file. 


BOSTON   ICE   COMPANY   PERMIT. 
The    following    was    received: 
City  of  Boston, 
Office   of    the   Mayor,    October    4,    1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
relative  to  your  order  of  September  20,  1937, 
concerning  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Ice 
Company  to  locate  a  tank  for  the  storage 
of  inflammables  on  East  Second  street,  South 
Boston. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Street    Laying-Out    Department, 

September    29,     1937. 
Mr.    John    F.    Gilmore,    Jr., 

Assistant    Secretary,    Mayor's    Office. 
Subject:     Attached    City    Council    order,    Sep- 
tember    20,     1937,     "To     refuse     to     grant 
the    petition    of    the    Boston    Ice   Company, 
to    locate    on    East    Second    street,     South 
Boston,  a  tank  for  storage  of  inflammables 
in    any    amount." 
Dear    Sir, — The    petition    of    the    Boston    Ice 
Company    to    erect   a   tank   for    the   storage   of 
inflammables      on      East      Second      street      was 
withdrawn.     Should     an     application     be     pre- 
sented   at    a    later   date,    the    objection    of    the 
City    Council    will    be    given    consideration. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Cornelius    A.    Reardon,    Secretary. 
Placed    on    file. 


FENCE,     WALWORTH     STREET     BRIDGE. 
The    following    was    received : 
City  of  Boston, 
Office    of    the    Mayor,    October    4,    1937. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  relative  to  your  order  of  September 
20,  1937,  concerning  the  replacing  of  the 
wooden  fence  on  the  Walworth  Street  Bridge 
with   a   modern   wire   fence. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public    Works    Department, 

September    30,     1937. 
Mr.    John    F.    Gilmore,    Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  order  of  City  Council 
passed  at  its  meeting  September  20,  request- 
ing the  replacement  of  the  wooden  fence  on 
the  Walworth  Street  Bridge,  Ward  20,  with 
a   modern    wire    fence. 


Arrangements  are  being  made  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  wire  fence  at  this  location  and 
the  work  will  be  started  within  a  very  short 
time. 

Respectfully    yours, 

E.    M.    Richardson, 
Commissioner    of    Public    Works. 
Placed   on   file. 


PUBLIC  LANDING  PIER  AT  NORTH 
FERRY. 

The   following   was   received: 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  27,   1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  Commissioner  of  Pub- 
lic Works  relative  to  your  order  of  Septem- 
ber 13,  1937,  concerning  the  advisability  of 
constructing  and  maintaining  a  public  land- 
ing pier  at  the  wharf  formerly  known  as  the 
North    Ferry,    Ward    1. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public    Works    Department. 

September    24,    1937. 
Mr.    John    F.    Gilmore,    Jr., 

Assistant    Secretary,    Mayor's    Office. 
Dear     Sir. — I     have     received     the     attached 
City    Council    order    reading    as    follows : 

"To  consider  the  advisability  of  construct- 
ing and  maintaining  a  public  landing  pier 
at  the  wharf  formerly  known  as  the  North 
Ferry,     Ward     1," 

and  you  are  advised  that  this  matter  has  been 
given  consideration,  but  on  account  of  the  ex- 
penditure that  will  be  necessary,  and  the  de- 
partment having  no  funds,  nothing  can  be 
done  at  this  time  tending  towards  the  request 
of   the   order. 

Respectfully    yours, 
E.    M.    Richardson, 
Commissioner    of    Public    Works. 
Placed    on    file. 


CHANGES   IN   COUNTY  COMPENSA- 
TION PLAN. 
The    following    were    received : 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  4,  1937. 
To     the    City     Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  for  con- 
sideration by  your  Honorable  Body  the  at- 
tached proposal  by  the  Budget  Commissioner 
of  certain  changes  in  the  "Compensation  and 
Classification  Plans  for  the  Officers  and  Em- 
ployees   of    Suffolk    County." 

Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

City   of    Boston, 
Budget     Department,     October     4,     1937. 
To    the   Mayor  and    the   City    Council. 

Honorable  Dear  Sirs, — Rule  7  "Amendment 
of  the  Compensation  Plan"  of  the  "Compen- 
sation and  Classification  Plans  for  the  Officers 
and  Employees  of  Suffolk  County"  provides  that 
"Whenever  in  his  judgment  the  compensation 
for  any  class  or  group  of  classes,  as  provided 
in  the  compensation  plan,  is  in  need  of  re- 
vision, the  Budget  Commissioner  shall  report 
such  fact,  in  writing,  to  the  City  Council, 
together  with  his  reasons  therefor  and  with 
revised  schedules  ocf  compensation  for  such 
class  or  classes  and  also  for  any  related  class, 
the  compensation  for  which  would  be  thrown 
out  of  due  relation  by  the  adoption  of  such 
revised  schedules.  Any  proposed  amendment 
shall  become  effective  upon  approval  by  the 
City  Council,  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
the   City   Charter." 

In  accordance  with  this  rule  I  inform  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council  that  the  range 
of  compensation  of  Court  Officers  of  the  Su- 
perior Court  for  Suffolk  County  is  in  need, 
of  revision : 
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1.  Because  of  the  increase  in  after  hours 
and  night  duties  of  such  Court  Officers  oc- 
casioned by  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
cases  in  which  juries  are  segregated  while  they 
are  engaged  in  the  trial  of  cases  and  kept 
together  in  the  custody  of  the  Court  Officers 
until  they  have  reached  verdicts, 

2.  Because  of  the  increased  duties  of  such 
Court  Officers  which  have  resulted  from  the 
adoption   of    the   Jury   Pooling    System. 

3.  Because  the  practice  has  been  adopted 
of  using  such  Court  Officers  interchangeably 
in  both  civil  and  criminal  sessions  which  was 
not  the  practice  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  their  present  range  of  compensation. 

4.  Because  of  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  sessions  of  the  Superior  Court  for  which 
no  additional  Court  Officers  have  been  ap- 
pointed. 

I  therefore  recommend  to  your  Honor  and 
the  City  Council  that  the  range  of  compensa- 
tion of  the  Court  Officers  as  set  forth  in 
the  "Compensation  and  Classification  Plans 
for  the  Officers  and  Employees  of  Suffolk 
County"  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  words 
and    figures : 

"Superior  Court  (Sect.  70,  Chapter  221,  G.  L.). 
Annual,  $2,300— $2,400— $2,500— $2,600 — 

$2,700," 
and    substituting    therefor: 

"Superior  Court    (Sect.   70,  Chapter  221,  G.  L.). 
Annual,  $2,500— $2,600— $2,700— $2,800— 

$2,900 — $'3,000 — $3,100— $3,200," 
so  that  the  same  shall   read : 
"Range  of   Compensation : 
Prolbate    Court. 

Annual,        $2,300— $2,400— $2,500— $2,600— 
$2,700. 
Supemioar     Court     (Sect.     70,     Chapter     221, 
G.    L.). 
Annual,        $2,500— $2,600— $2,700— $2,800— 
$2,900 — $3,000— $3,100— $3,200. 
Municipal    Court. 

Annual,        $2,300— $2,400— $2,500— $2,600— 
$2,700. 
District   Court. 

Annual,        $11,800— $1,900— $2,000— $2,100— 
$2,200 — $2,300— $2,400— $2,500. 
*    Superior     Court      (Sect.     69,     Chapter     221, 
G.   L.). 
Annual,        $1,800— $1,900— $2,000— $2,100— 
$2,200." 

Respectfully, 
Walter   A.   Murray, 

Budget  Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  the  range  of  compensation 
as  now  set  forth  for  Court  Officers  of  the 
Superior  Court  in  the  "Compensation  and 
Classification  Plans  for  the  Officers  and  Em- 
ployees of  Suffolk  County"  be,  and  hereby  is, 
revised  by  striking  out  the  words  and  figures  : 

"Superior  Court    (Sect.   70,  Chapter  221,  G.  L.) . 
Annual,  $2,300— $2,400— $2,500— $2,600— 

$2,700," 
and    substituting    therefor: 

"Superior  Court    (Sect.   70,  Chapter  221,  G.  L.) . 
Annual,  $2,500— $2,600— $2,700— $2,800— 

$2,900— $3,000— $3,100— $3,200," 
so  that  the  same  shall   read: 
"Range   of   Compensation  : 
Probate    Court. 

Annual,        $2,300— $2,400— $2,500— $2,600— 
$2,700. 
Superior     Court      (Sect.     70,      Chapter     221, 
G.    L.). 
Annual,        $2,500— $2,600— $2,700— $2,800— 
$2,900— $3,000— $3,100— $3,200. 
Municipal    Court. 

Annual,        $2,300 — $2,400 — $2,500— $2,600— 
$2,700. 
District   Court. 

Annual,        $1,800— $1,900— $2,000— $2,100— 
$2,200— $2,300— $2,400— $2,500. 
Superior     Court      (Sect.      69,     Chapter     221, 
G.   L.). 
Annual.        $1,800— $1,900— $2,000— $2,100— 
$2,200." 

Referred  to  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


City   of    Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    October    4,    19-37. 
To   ithe   City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  for  con- 
sideration by  your  Honorable  Body  the  attached 
proposal  by  the  Budget  Commissioner  of 
certain  changes  in  the  "Compensation  and 
Classification  Plans  for  the  Officers  and  Em- 
ployees  of   Suffolk   County." 

Respectfully. 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 


City    of   Boston, 
Budget   Department,    October    4,    1937. 
To   the   Mayor  and  City   Council. 

Honorable  Dear  Sirs, — Rules  4  and  7  "Amend- 
ment of  the  Classification  Plan"  provide  that 
the  Budget  Commissioner  shall,  as  he  con- 
siders necessary  from  time  to  time,  propose 
amendments  to  the  Classification  Plan  and  re- 
vision of  the  ranges  of  compensation  therein 
set  forth.  In  accordance  with  the  above  rules 
I  propose  and  recommend  the  following 
amendment  to  the  classification  "Deputy 
Sheriff"  and  also  the  following  revision  of 
the  "Range  of  Compensation"  of  said  class 
by  adding  thereto  under  the  caption  "Duties," 
the    following : 

"Under  direction  of  the  Court  to  have 
charge  of  a  trial  or  hearing  or  motion  session 
of  the  Superior  Court,  ■whether  Civil  or 
Criminal,  and  to  supervise  and  direct  the  Court 
Officers  assigned  to  such  session  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties  and  to  perform  such 
other  duties  a®  may  be  assigned  to  Deputy 
Sheriffs  by  the  Justices  of  the  Superior  Court." 

I  further  propose  that  the  "Range  of 
Compensation"  of  such  classification  be  re- 
vised by  addling  thereto  after  the  words 
"Range  of  Compensation"  the  words  and 
figures  : 

"Deputy    Sheriff     (Disposition     Session    of 

the   Superior    Criminal    Court) . 
Annual,     $2,800 — $3,000 — $3,200— $3,300. 

Deputy   Sheriff. 
Annual,  $2,600— $2,700 — $2,800— $2,900— 

$3,000— $3,100— $3,200— $3,300. 
so  that  the  same  shall  read : 
"Title  of   Class: 

Deputy  Sheriff. 
Duties : 

Under  direction,  to  supervise,  direct  and 
assign  the  work  of  Court  Officers  in  the 
Disposition  Session  of  the  Superior  Crim- 
inal Court;  to  prepare  the  trial  list  of 
this  session  of  the  court ;  to  receive,  ac- 
count, and  be  responsible  for  all  fines 
imposed  by  the  Court ;  to  supervise  and 
direct  the  commitment,  of  prisoners  sen- 
tenced to  correctional  institutions ;  to 
check  records  of  all  defendants  discharged 
by  the  Court ;  and  to'  perform  other  re- 
lated work. 
Under  direction  of  the  Court  to  have  charge 
of  a  trial  or  hearing  or  motion  session  of 
the  Superior  Court,  whether  Civil  or  Crim- 
inal, and  to  supervise  and  direct  the 
Court  Officers  assigned  to  such  session 
in  the  performance  of  their  duties  and  to 
perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be 
assigned  to  Deputy  Sheriffs  by  the  Jus- 
tices of  the  Superior  Court. 
Range    of    Compensation : 

Deputy    Sheriff     (Disposition     Session    of    the 
Superior     Criminal     Court). 
Annual,    $2,800— $3,000— $3,200— $3,300. 

Deputy    Sheriff. 
Annual,     $2,600  —  $2,700  —  $2,800  —  $2,900— 

$3,000— $3,100— $3,200— $3,300. 
These  amendments  and  revisions  are  rec-« 
ommended  because  no  allowance  is  made  in 
the  present  "Range  of  Compensation"  of 
men  who  are  actually  Deputy  Sheriffs,  and 
commissioned  as  such,  for  the  additional  re- 
sponsibility imposed  upon  them  by  reason  of 
the  fact  that  they  are  made  responsible  for 
the  direction  and  supervision  for  the  groups 
of  Court  Officers  in  the  various  sessions  of 
the  Superior  Court,  both  Civil  and  Criminal, 
who   are   assigned    to   work   under   the   Deputy 
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Sheriffs  and  for  the  proper  performance  of 
whose  duties  the  Deputy  Sheriffs  are  held  re- 
sponsible. 

Respectfully, 
"Walter   A.    Murray,    Budget   Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  the  "Duties"  and  "Range  of 
Compensation"  as  set  forth  for  the  classifica- 
tion of  "Deputy  Sheriff"  in  the  "Compensa- 
tion and  Classification  Plans  for  the  Officers 
and  Employees  of  Suffolk  County"  be,  and 
hereby  are,  amended  and  revised  by  adding 
thereto  after  the  words  "and  to  perform 
other  related  work"  the  following  paragraph: 
"Under  direction  of  the  Court  to  have  charge 
of  a  trial  or  hearing  or  motion  session  of  the 
Superior  Court,  whether  Civil  or  Criminal, 
and  to  supervise  and  direct  the  Court  Officers 
assigned  to  such  session  in  the  performance 
of  their  duties  and  to  perform  such  other 
duties  as  may  be  assigned  to  Deputy  Sheriffs 
by  the  Justices  of  the  Superior  Court." 
and  also  by  adding  thereto  after  the  Words 
"Range  of  Compensation"  the  words : 
"Deputy  Sheriff  (Disposition  Session,  Su- 
perior  Criminal   Court)." 

and    after    the    figures    $3,300    the    words    and 
figures : 

"Deputy   Sheriff. 
Annual,     $2,600  —  $2,700  —  $2,800  —  $2,900 — 
$3,000— '$3.100 — $3,200— $3,300." 
so  that  the  classification  shall  read  as  follows : 
"Title    of    Class: 

Deputy  Sheriff. 
Duties : 

Under  direction,  to  supervise,  direct  and 
assign  the  work  of  Court  Officers  in  the 
Disposition  Session  of  the  Superior  Crim- 
inal Court ;  to  prepare  the  trial  list  of  this 
session  of  the  court;  to  receive,  account, 
and  be  responsible  for  all  fines  imposed 
by  the  Court ;  to  supervise  and  direct 
the  commitment  of  prisoners  sentenced 
to  correctional  institutions ;  to  check  rec- 
ords of  all  defendants  discharged  by  the 
Court ;  and  to  perform  other  related  work. 
Under  direction  of  the  Court  to  have  charge 
of  a  trial  or  hearing  or  motion  session  of 
the  Superior  Court,  whether  Civil  or 
Criminal,  and  to  supervise  and  direct 
the  Court  Officers  assigned  to  such  session 
in  the  performance  of  their  duties  and  to 
perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  as- 
signed to  Deputy  Sheriffs  by  the  Justices 
of  the  Superior  Court. 
Range    of    Compensation : 

Deputy    Sheriff    (Disposition    Session,    Superior 
Criminal   Court). 
Annual,    $2,800— $3,000 — $3,200 — $3,300. 

Deputy  Sheriff. 
Annual,     $2,600  —  $2,700  —  $2,800  —  $2,900— 

$3,000— $3,100— $3,200— $3,300." 
Referred  to   Committee  on   County   Accounts. 


TRANSFERS    WITHIN    DEPARTMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  1,  1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  requests  for  trans- 
fers within  departmental  appropriations  have 
been  examined  and  investigated  by  the  Budget 
Commissioner.  I  accordingly  recommend  adop- 
tion of  the  accompanying  orders  by  your 
Honorable    Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Hos- 
pital   Department : 

From  the  appropriaton  for  D,  Supplies, 
$20,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contract- 
ual Services,   $15,000;   C,   Equipment,   $5,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor  be 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 


ing transfer   in   the  appropriations  for  Institu- 
tions   Department,    Long   Island    Hospital: 

From  the  appropriation  for  D,  Supplies, 
$1,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  E.  Materials, 
$1,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Institu- 
tions Department,  Steamers  "Hibbard"  and 
"O'Meara"  : 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees:  Deckhands, 
6  (7)  at  $1,700  a  year,  $650;  D,  Supplies, 
$350  ;  to  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,    $1,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Licens- 
ing   Board: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  2,  Temporary  Employees,  $150 ;  B, 
Contractual  Services,  $600,  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  A,  Personal  Service,  1,  Permanent 
Employees:  Confidential  Secretary  0  (1)  at 
$3,000    a    year,    $750. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Munic- 
ipal   Court,    Brighton    District: 

From  the  appropriation  for  D,  Supplies,  S50, 
to  the  appropriation   for  C,   Equipment,  $50. 


Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Penal 
Institutions  Department,  Steamer  "Michael  J. 
Perkins" : 

From  the  appropriation  for  B.  Contractual 
Services,  $700,  to  the  appropriation  for  D, 
Supplies,    $700. 

Referred     to    Executive    Committee. 


TAX.    TITLE    LOAN    TO    MEET   REVENUE 
LOANS. 
The    following    was    received: 
City  of  Boston, 
Office    of    the    Mayor,    October    1,     1937. 
To    the    City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  the  City 
Auditor  that  the  City  Collector  has  transferred 
from  the  Taxes  of  Prior  Years  Accounts  the 
sum  of  $1,532,241.92  to  the  Tax  Title  Account, 
thus  increasing  the  balance  in  the  latter  ac- 
count  by   the  above  stated   sum. 

I  submit  herewith  an  order  for  the  borrow- 
ing of  the  sum  of  $1,000,000  against  the 
above-mentioned  tax  titles  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  chapter  49  of  the  Acts  of 
1933,  as  amended  by  chapter  2S1  of  the  Acts 
of  1936.  I  'respectfully  recommend  the  adoption 
of  this  order  by  your  Honorable  Body  in  order 
that  this  sum  may  be  made  available  to  meet 
outstanding   revenue   loans. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  49  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  as  amended 
by  chapter  2S1  of  the  Acts  of  1936,  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  obtain  the  approval 
of  the  Emergency  Finance  Board  to  the  is- 
suance of  $1,000,000  in  notes,  bonds,  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city,  said 
notes,  bonds,  or  certificates  to  be  sold  at 
their  face  value  to  the  Commonwealth,  and 
the  proceeds  be,  and  hereby  are  appropriated 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  outstanding  reve- 
nue  loans. 

Referred   to   the   Executive  Committee. 
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TRANSFER,  PUBLIC  WORKS  DEPART- 
MENT. 

The    following    was    received : 
City  of  Boston, 
Office    of    the   Mayor,    October    4,     1937. 
To   the   City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — On  September  27,  19'37,  youir 
Honorable  Body  passed  to  a  first  reading  a 
loan  order  totaling  $207,000  to  be  allocated 
to  various  departments  for  "welfare  and  relief 
purposes,  $60,000  of  which  was  allocated  to 
the  Paving  Service  of  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment. 

I  am  now  informed  that  in  order  to  avoid 
the  laying  off  of  approximately  four  hundred 
W.  P.  A.  workers  now  engaged  in  street  con- 
struction because  of  lack  of  materials  it  will 
be  necessary  to  provide  the  sum  of  $3,500  to 
tihe  Paving  Service  at  once,  which  sum  will 
enable  it  to  keep  on  with  its  project  without 
interruption  until  the  sum  of  $60,000  above 
mentioned   is  available  to   them. 

I  therefore  submit  herewith  an  order  trans- 
ferring the  sum  of  $3,500  from  the  H  item 
of  the  Library  Department  to  the  H  item 
of  the  Public  Works  Department,  Paving 
Service,  and  I  recommend  immediate  con- 
sideration and  adoption  of  this  order  by  your 
Honorable   iBody. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and   hereby   is,   authorized   to   transfer : 

From  the  appropriation  for  Library  Depart- 
ment, H,  Relief  Projects,  $3,500  to  the  ap- 
propriation, for  Public  Works  Department, 
Paving   Service,    H,    Relief    Projects,    $3,500. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION    FROM    THE    PARKMAN 
FUND. 
The    followinlg    was    received : 
City  of  Boston, 
Office    of    the    Mayor,    October    4,    1937. 
To    the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners requesting  the  transfer  of  the  sum 
of  $24,000  from  the  income  of  the  George 
F.  Parkman  Fund  to  the  maintenance  and 
improvement  of  the  Common  and  Parks  in 
existence   on    January    12,    1887. 

I    submit    herewith    an    appropriation    order 
and     respectfully     recommend     its     immediate 
passage   by   your    Honorable    Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-four 
thousand  (24,000)  dollars  be,  and  hereby  is, 
appropriated  from  the  income  of  the  George 
F.  Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended,  under 
the  direcitiom  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for 
the  Maintenance  and  Improvement  of  the 
Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January 
12,    1887,    as   follows: 

Common  'and  Parks  in  Existence  on 
January  12,  1887,  Maintenance  and 
Improvement   of $24,000 

City  of  Boston, 
Park    Department,    September    30,    1937. 
Hon.   Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor   of    Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — By   vote    of    the    Board    of    Park. 
Commissioners    you    are    respectfully    asked    to 
request    the     City     Council     to     transfer     from 
the    income   of   the   George    F.    Parkman    Fund 
the   sum    of    $24,000    which    is    now    available, 
to    be    expended    under    the    direction    of    the 
Board   of    Park    Commissioners,   as   follows : 
Common    and     Parks     in     Existence    on 
January    12,   1887,   Maintenance  and 

Improvement     of $24,000 

When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for 
the  year  1937,  a  sum  equal  to  the  total 
yearly     income    of     the     George     F.     Parkman 


Fund  was  deducted  from  Item  A-l,  Permanent 
Employees,    with    the    understanding    that    this 
deduction     was    to    be    replaced     by    the    total 
yearly  income  of  said  Parkman  Fund  for  1937, 
to    be    transferred    as    it    accrued    from    time 
to  time   during  the  year  to  the  regular   main- 
tenance appropriation  of  the  Park  Department. 
Respectfully   yours, 
William    P.    Long,    Chairman. 
Referred    to    the    Executive    Committee. 


SALE    OF    TAX    TITLE    PROPERTY. 

The    following    was    received: 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the   Mayor,  September  28,   1937. 
To    the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letters  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  relat- 
ing to  offers  to  purchase  the  following  parcels 
of  property,  which  properties  were  acquired 
from  foreclosure  of  tax  titles  held  by  the 
city: 

1.  '387-393    Bowdoin    street,    Dorchester. 

2.  Southwesterly  side  Metropolitan  avenue, 
Hyde   Park. 

I  also  transmit  orders  authorizing  the  sales 
of  said  parcels.  The  prices  recited  in  the 
orders  are  minimum  pirices,  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Buildings  having  stated  in  his 
letters  that  the  sale  of  these  premises  at 
public  auction  with  minimum  prices  is  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  city.  I  respectfu]|ly 
recommend  the  adoption  of  these  orders. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public   Buildings  Department, 

August  31,   1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor  of   Boston. 

Dear  Sir,  — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning 
tax  title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an 
offer  from  John  S.  Leonard,  298  Bowdoin 
street,  Dorchester,  for  the  land  and  buildings 
located  at  387  to  393  Bowdoin  street,  Dor- 
chester, in  the  sum  lof  seven  hundred  fifty 
(750)     dollars. 

The  accrued  amount  of  taxes,  etc.,  outs'tand- 
ing  against  this  property  up  to  January  15, 
(1936,  is  sixteen  hundred  fifty-eight  dollars  and 
seventy-three  cents  ($1,658.73)  not  including 
interest. 

This  department  was  authorized,  with  the 
approval  of  your  Honor  as  of  June  29,  1937, 
and  the  approval  of  the  Cjty  Council  as  of 
June  27,  1937,  to  sell  this  parcel  at  public 
auction  for  a  minimum  price  of  fourteen 
hundred  fifty  (1,450)  dollars.  The  person 
who  made  the  original  offer  was  notified  of 
the  time  and  place  of  auction  by  mail.  Said 
auction  sale  was  also  advertised  for  two  (2) 
consecutive  weeks  in  the  July  17th  and  July 
24th  issues  of  the  City  Record  and  in  the 
July  23d  edition  of  the  Boston  Traveler ;  but 
regardless  of  this  publicity  the  original  of- 
ferer failed  to  appear  and  the  auctioneer  re- 
ceived no  bids  from  the  several  persons  who 
attended   the  sale. 

It  will  involve  considerable  expense  on  the 
part  of  a  buyer  to  repair  and  renovate  this 
property. 

If  and  when  the  above  offer  is  approved 
by  your  Honor  and  the  City  Council  the 
property  will  again  be  properly  advertised 
for  salo  at  public  auction,  for  a  minimum 
price  of  this  lesser  amount. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent    of    Public    Buildings. 

John  S.  Leonard, 

Painting     Contractor    and    Interior    Decorator, 

298   Bowdoin    Street, 

Dorchester,  Mass., 

„       _  August    18,    1937. 

Mr.  George   P.   Donovan,   Real   Estate  Division, 

Public    Buildings   Department,    Boston. 
Re :     387-393    Bowdoin    street,    Dorchester. 

Dear  Sir. — In  reference  to  the  property, 
stated    above,    I    still    am    willing    to    pay    the 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


price  of  $750'  although  the  property  has  de- 
preciated, through  broken  glass,  etc.,  to  my 
knowledge  to  the  extent  of  about  $300  since 
I    first    made    my    offer. 

Please  let  me   know   as   soon   as    possible   if 
my    offer    is    accepted. 

Very   truly   yours, 

John    S.    Leonard. 


Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree 
6£  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District 
dated  June  15,  1936,  foreclosed  a  right  of 
redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds  Book  5216,  page  593,  to  the  land 
and  buildings  situated  on  the  southeasterly 
side  of  Bowdoin  street  in  that  part  of  Bos- 
ton called  Dorchester,  as  are  more  fully  de- 
scribed in  said  tax  deed ;  and 

"Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said 
premises  has  been  made  by  Mr.  John  S. 
Leonard  in  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  ($760 )  ;  now,  therefore,  it  is 
hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorised,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all 
the  city's  right,  title  and  interest  in  said 
parcel  c-f  land  with  the  buildings  thereon  at 
public  auction  at  a  minimum  price  of  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($750)  ;  and  it  is 
hereby   further 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and 
deliver,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of  the  said 
parcel  of  land  with  the  buildings  thereon 
a  written  instrument  satisfactory  in  form  to 
the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  which 
the  said  City  of  Boston  has  in  the  said 
premises  upon  the  payment  '  to  it  of  the 
sum    bid    therefor    at    said    auction. 


City   of    Boston, 
Public   Buildings  Department, 

August    31,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 

Mayor     of     Boston. 
Re:     Metropolitan    avenue    lot    No.     38. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning 
tax  title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an 
offer  from  Samuel  J.  Scott,  333  Washington 
street,  Boston,  as  agent  for  Frederick  Moni- 
han  of  Boston,  Mass.,  for  the  vacant  land 
on  the  southwesterly  side  of  Metropolitan  ave- 
nue, Hyde  Park,  Mass.,  in  the  sum  of  one 
hundred    seventy-five     (175)     dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  October  1,  1935. 
amount  to  one  hundred  forty  dollars  and  eighty- 
one  cents  ($140.81),  which  includes  the  non- 
payment of  taxes  since  the  year  1928,  but 
does    not    include    interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  one  hun- 
dred seventy-five  (175)  dollars  is  approved  by 
your  Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  prop- 
erty will  then  be  properly  advertised  for  sale 
at  public  auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bid- 
der. The  figure  of  one  hundred  seventy-five 
(175)  dollars  will  be  the  minimum  price  for 
the  property  that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept 
and  will  be  announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the 
public    auction    sale. 

In   my   opinion,    it   will   best  serve  the   city's 
interests  to   proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.   Hall, 
Superintendent   of   Public   Buildings. 

N.  B.  This  offer  is  for  remaining  portion 
of  lot  No.   38,    7,517   square  feet. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount  is 
correct. 

John     F.     Doherty, 

City      Collector. 


Samuel    J.    Scott, 

Attorney    and    Counsellor-At-Law, 

333  Washington  Street, 

Boston,  Mass., 

August    25,    1937. 
Roswell    G.    Hall,     Esquire, 

Room    1008,    City    Hall    Annex,    Boston. 
Attention :     Mr.     George    Donovan. 

Dear  Sir, — I  hereby,  on  behalf  of  my  client 
named  below,  submit  an  offer  of  $175  for  the 
vacant  land  on  the  southwesterly  side  of 
Metropolitan  avenue  in  the  Hyde  Park  dis- 
trict of  Boston.  Said  land  being  further  de- 
scribed   as    follows : 

About  7,517  square  feet  of  land  bounded: 
Northeasterly  by  Metropolitan  avenue;  north- 
westerly by  an  estate  now  or  formerly  of 
Chadwick ;  southwesterly  by  an  estate  now 
or  formerly  of  Francis  E.  Grant ;  southeast- 
erly by  an  estate  now  or  formerly  of  Benjamin 
N.   Beck  and  another. 

Said  land  is  a  portion  of  lot  No.  38  on  a 
plan  filed  with  Norfolk  Deeds  in  Plan  Book 
5    as    plan    No.    166. 

My    client    is    Frederick   Monihan   of    Boston. 
Yours   truly, 

Samuel   J.    Scott. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  October  1,  1935,  foreclosed  the  right 
of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5139,  page  196,  to  the 
land  situated  on  the  southwesterly  side  of 
Metropolitan  avenue  in  that  part  of  Boston 
called    Hyde    Park ;    and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said 
premises  has  been  made  by  Samuel  J.  Scott 
as  agent  for  Frederick  Monihan  in  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  ($175)  ; 
now,    therefore,    it    is    hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell 
all  the  city's  right,  title  and  interest  in  said 
parcel  of  land  at  public  auction  at  a  mini- 
mum price  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
dollars     ($175)  ;    and    it    is    hereby    further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized 
to  execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name  and  be- 
half of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser 
of  said  land  a  written  instrument  satisfactory 
in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston  in  the  said  premises  upon  the  pay- 
ment to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  6aid 
auction. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and 
Tax    TitUs. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred    to    the    committee    named,    viz. : 

Claims. 
Catherine    Dalton,    for    compensation   for    in- 
juries caused    by  an   alleged   defect  in   Sudbury 
street. 

Sadie  Greenlbaum,  for  refund  on  second-hand 
license. 

Frank  J.  Leverone,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to   car   by  city  truck. 

James  A.  aind  Agnes  S.  Leverone,  for 
compensation  for  damage  to  property  at  294 
Cornell  street,  caused  by  change  of  grade  of 
street. 

Eugene  F.  Moore,  for  compensation  for 
damage   to  car  by  city   truck. 

Procter  &  Gamble  Distributing  Company, 
for  compensation  for  damage  to  car  by  city 
car. 

Katherine  V.  Sehaefer,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  800  Washington  street, 
caused  by   water  being  shut  off. 

Eugene  F.  Sullivan,  for  compensation  for 
damage    to   car   by    air   compressor. 
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APPROVAL   OF   LOAN  FOR   PUBLIC  WEL- 
FARE  AND    RELIEF    PROJECTS. 

A  copy  of  the  vote  of  the  Emergency  Fi- 
nance Board  approving  the  loan  of  $2,050,000 
for  Public  Welfare  and  Relief  Projects  was 
received   aind    placed   on   file. 


THIRD    REPORT    ON    WHITE    FUND. 
The    following    was    received: 

Boston,   September   29,    1937. 
To   the   Honorable    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — At  a  meeting  of  your  Honorable 
Body  held  on  April  5,  1937,  an  order  was 
adopted  and  transmitted  to  the  Finance  Cbm- 
miission  requesting  the  commission  to  make 
an  investigation  into  the  transactions  of  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  with  the 
George  Robert  White  Fund  and  with  the  city 
departments. 

The  commission  engaged  George  R.  Farnum, 
Esquire,  as  special  counsel  to  conduct  the 
investigation  as 'requested  by  you.  Mr.  Farnum 
has  presented  to  the  commission  the  third  in 
a  series  of  reports  by  which  'he  intends  to 
summarize  the  evidence  produced  in  his  in- 
vestigation. This  report  has  been  accepted 
by    the    commission. 

The  commission  hereupon  submits  to  you 
a  copy  of  this  third  report  as  a  reply,  in 
part,  to  your  requesit  for  an  investigation. 
The  commission  will  submit  other  reports 
later  as  they  are  accepted  by  the  commission. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

David    Lasker,    Chairman), 
E.    Mark    Sullivan, 
Robert  Robinson, 
James    E.    Maguire, 
Joseph   A.   Scolponeti, 

The  Finance  Commission. 

Boston,  September  29,  1937. 
To  ithe  Finance  Commission  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 
Gentlemen, — The  work  performed  by  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  for  the 
George  Robert  White  Fund  was  treated  by  me 
in  my  presentation  of  the  evidence  to  you 
under    two    main    headings,    namely: 

1.  The  genera]  repairs  to  all  the  properties 
which  consisted  of  numerous  jobs  costing  ap- 
proximately   $62,000. 

2.  The  'work  under  a  contract  for  water- 
proofing basement  and  repairing  foundations 
at  190-200  Boylston  street  which  cost  ap- 
proximately   $75,000. 

I  have  adopted  the  same  scheme  of  treat- 
ment in  my  reports.  The  last  related  to 
the  circumstances  connected  with  general  re- 
pairs on  the  White  Fund  property,  This 
rqpor't  deals  with  the  work  performed  under 
the  contract  for  waterproofing  and  repair  of 
foundations. 

The    Waterproofing     Contract. 

In  October,  1936,  the  city,  as  trustee  of  the 
White  Fund,  entered  into  a  written  contract 
with  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company 
for  waterproofing  the  basements  of  the  build- 
ings at  190-200  Boylston  street.  The  contract 
was  dated  October  3,  but  the  certificate  of 
the  clerk  of  the  company  shows  that  William 
J.  Driscoll  was  not  authorized  by  the  directors 
to  sign  on  its  behalf  until  October  13.  The 
surety  bond  annexed  is  dated  October  14. 
The  contract  provided  for  payment  to  the 
comipany  on  a  time  and  material  basis,  to 
cost  in  the  aggregate  not  less  than  $1,000 
nor  more  than  $30,000. 

This  contract  was  never  advertised  nor 
were  any  estimates  sought  from  any  other 
concerns.  'Section  30  of  the  City  Charter 
requires  department  heads  to  advertise  for 
proposals  for  contracts  involving  one  thousand 
dollars  or  more,  except  when,  upon  compliance 
with  certain  formalities,  the  Mayor  gives 
written  authority  to  do  otherwise.  In  order 
to  bring  the  contract  within  this  exception,  a 
letter  from  Roswell  G.  Hall,  Superintendent 
of   Public   Buildings,  and,   as  such,   manager  of 


the  real  estate  of  the   White   Fund,   was   pub- 
liished    in   the   City   Record   on    October    17. 

In  this  letter  Hall  represented  that  emer- 
gency conditions  existed  and  requested  au- 
thority to  award  the  contract  to  the  Codman 
Hill  Construction  Company  "without  the  usual 
form  of  advertising."  This  letter  bears  the 
written  approval  of  Frederick  W.  Mansfield  as 
■chairman  and  Mayor,  and  of  Trustees  Fitz- 
gerald,   Fox   and   Warren. 

No  Emergency  Involved  to  Justify  Dispensing 
with    Competitive    Bids    or    Estimates. 

The  White  Fund  buildings  are  located  on 
filled  land  and  surface  water  conditions  have 
been  notorious  for  years.  Sonie  time  before, 
by  reason  of  conditions  along  Boylston  street, 
it  had  been  found  necessary  to  erect  a  water 
gate  at  Copley  square  and  to  do  certain  other 
work  to  protect  the  foundations  of  the  Public 
Library.  The  trouble  encountered'  in  these  White 
Fund  properties  was  thus  summarized  in  a 
letter  written  by  George  L.  Driscoll,  clerk  of 
the  Fund,  to  Henry  L.  Shattuck,  member  of 
the  City  Council,  on  April  3,  1937  :  "For  the 
last  two  years  this  Fund  has  been  very  much 
bothered  and  disturbed  with  ground  water, 
tide  water,  and  sewerage  water  pouring  into 
the    basements    of    the    buildings    referred    to." 

Furthermore,  the  preceding  August  the  Cod- 
man Hill  Construction  Company  had  been  en- 
gaged to  remedy  the  conditions  by  water- 
proofing work  of  a  limited  extent.  This  work, 
for  which  $2,392.34  was  paid,  had  not  been 
successful    in    accomplishing    results. 

White  Fund  Not  Protected  in  Awarding 
Contract. 

Waterproofing  is  regarded  by  contractors 
generally  as  work  of  peculiar  difficulty  and  is 
not  infrequently  sublet  to  concerns  specializing 
in  this  line  of  work.  Prior  to  the  work  on 
the  White  Fund  buildings  neither  the  Codman 
Hill  Construction  Company  nor  anybody  con- 
nected with  it  had  ever  had  any  experience  in 
waterproofing  work  of  a  comparable  character. 
In  fact,  it  called  in  a  waterproofing  concern 
to  do  a  small  part  of  the  early  work 
and  later  another  small  portion  under 
the  written  contract.  There  was  not  even 
a  construction  engineer  in  the  Codman 
Hill  Construction  Company's  employ.  Fur- 
thermore, as  pointed  out  above,  their  first 
attempt  to  waterproof  the  basements  in  Au- 
gust   had    not    been    a    success. 

In  spite  of  the  foregoing  considerations  to 
which  no  prudent  or  intelligent  representative 
of  the  White  Fund  should  have  been  indif- 
ferent, no  other  contractor  was  invited  to 
survey  the  conditions  or  submit  proposals  for 
doing  the  work.  Neither  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  nor  any  other  competent 
construction  man  or  engineer  in  the  city's 
employ  was  ever  consulted  or  requested,  prior 
to  the  award  of  the  contract,  either  to  study 
the  conditions,  advise  as  to  the  best  method 
to  be  adopted  to  meet  them,  or  to  afford  any 
estimate  as  to  costs.  Astonishing  as  it  may 
appear,  these  vitally  important  preliminaries 
were  all  left  to  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  whose  character  has  been  previ- 
ously shown,  whose  lack  of  qualifications  has 
just  been  pointed  out  and  who  was  to  get 
the   work. 

White    Fund    Not    Protected    in    Preparing 
Contract   and   Laying   Out   Work. 

No  plans  were  ever  drawn  up  covering 
the  work  to  be  done.  Mark  Linenthal,  the 
construction  engineer  engaged  by  the  com- 
mission t  survey  and  report  on  the  work, 
gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  without  plans 
the  work  "would  be  a  very  rough  hit-or-miss 
sort  of  a  job"  and  that  he  would  expect  it 
to  take  "a  long  time,  cost  a  great  deal  of 
money  and  its  effectiveness  to  be  quite  prob- 
lematical." 

It  was  not  clearly  shown  who  Was  re- 
sponsible for  drafting  such  specifications  as 
the  contract  contained.  They  were  not  pre- 
pared or  passed  on  by  any  qualified  repre- 
sentative of  the  city  or  the  White  Fund. 
Presumably      Ihey     were     gotten     up     by     the 
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Codman  Hill  Construction  Company.  Linen- 
thai  characterized  them  as  brief,  indicating 
the  intent  and  general  lines  of  the  work, 
but  not  specific. 

Contract  Executed  by  Trustees  Without  Any 
or    Sufficient    Consideration. 

The  trustees  never  met  to  discuss  the  ne- 
cessity for  the  work,  the  selection  of  the  con- 
tractor to  perform  it,  or  the  terms  of  the 
contract  as  actually  prepared.  This,  though 
three  of  them — the  Mayor  and  Trustees  Fox 
and  Fitzgerald — had  offices  in  the  City  Hall 
and  the  other  two  had  offices  but  a  6hort 
distance  away.  The  first  mention  of  the 
matter  in  the  records  of  the  Fund  was  at 
a  meeting  of  the  trustees  on  November  24 
when  it  was  voted  that  the  contract  "be 
ratified  and  approved."  Trustee  Wadsworth, 
who  was  out  of  town  when  the  contract  was 
signed,  did  not  learn  about  it  prior  to  the 
meeting. 

At  that  time  (November  24),  however, 
the  charges  by  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  for  labor  performed  and  materials 
furnished  under  the  contract  approximated 
two  thirds  of  the  outside  limit  of  $30,000. 
For  that  matter,  these  charges  amounted  to 
over  $3,000  even  before  the  contract  became 
effective    on    October    14. 

The  contract  when  drafted  was  taken  around 
to  the  trustees  individually  by  Clerk  Driscoll 
and,  with  the  exception  of  Wadsworth,  their 
signatures  obtained.  None  of  them  seems  to 
have  made  any  particular  inquiry  about  the 
matter  before  signing  and  some  of  them  at 
least  signed  without  more  than  a  perfunctory 
examination  of   the  document  at  the  most. 

Lax     Inspection     of     Work. 

Thomas  L.  Flynn,  an  employee  of  the  Build- 
ing Department,  was  loaned  to  Hall  and  as- 
signed as  inspector  or  clerk  of  the  works. 
By  an  interesting  coincidence,  Flynn  had 
previously  acted  in  the  same  capacity  on  the 
job  given  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  for  extensive  repairs  on  the  Quincy 
Market.  He  did  not  assume  his  duties  for 
about  a  week  after  the  work  begun,  during 
which  interval  there  was  no  inspection  of 
performance    at    all. 

Flynn  was  the  only  person  who  repre- 
sented the  White  Fund  or  the  city  on  the 
job  at  any  time.  The  work  as  carried  on 
alternated  between  night  and  day,  it  being 
estimated  that  about  60  or  70  per  cent  was 
done  at  night.  Flynn  admitted  that  from  time 
to  time  he  absented  himself  from  the  prem- 
ises during  the  progress  of  the  work  to  call 
at  City  Hall.  George  L.  Driscoll,  clerk  of  the 
Fund,  who  said  he  was  on  the  premises 
from  time  to  time  during  days  when  the 
work  was  going  on,  to  see  tenants,  testified 
thait  he  never  saw  Flynn  on  any  of  his  visits, 
though  he  would  have  expected  to  see  him 
had    he    been    there. 

Though  assigned  to  supervise  performance, 
Flynn  was  without  experience  in  waterproof- 
ing work.  Furthermore,  he  testified  that  he 
was  furnished  no  plan  of  it — nor  for  that 
matter  any  plan  of  the  foundation  work 
under  the  supplementary  contract  which  will 
be  hereafter  considered.  He  admitted  that  he 
never  saw  either  contract,  but  claimed  to 
have  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  what 
purported  to  be  the  specifications  in  the 
waterproofing  contract  and  given  certain 
oral  instructions  by  the  Building  Commis- 
sioner  in   respect   to   the  foundation   work. 

Though  Commissioner  Roemer  testified  it 
was  part  of  Flynn's  duty  to  inspect  and  re- 
port on  the  mixing  of  the  concrete  which  was 
used  in  large  quantities,  Flynn  admitted  that 
this  he  entirely  neglected  to  do.  He  further- 
more failed  to  require  the  Codman  Hill  Con- 
struction Company  to  obtain  the  permit  re- 
quired by  law  for  the  performance  of  the 
foundation  work.  These  delinquencies  were 
not  discovered  by  Roemer  until  after  the  in- 
vestigation began  when,  as  Roemer  expressed 
it,  he  called  Flynn  on  the  carpet  and  "gave 
him    hell." 

Among  other  things,  it  was  Flynn's  duty 
to  keep   a   daily   record  of  the  labor  furnished. 


equipment  used,  and  materials  supplied  to 
the  job.  He  produced  certain  notebooks  which 
he  said  were  kept  in  this  connection.  The 
nature  of  the  records  in  these  books  and 
his  explanation  as  to  how  they  were 
kept  were  not  such  as  to  gain  for  them 
any  confidence  as  accurate  and  reliable  records. 
It  was  from  these  records  ailone,  however, 
that   the  bills   were  afterwards  checked. 

Total   Failure  to   Check    Cost    of   Materials 
Furnished. 

The  contract  provided  that  the  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company  was  to  be  paid,  among 
other  things,  "the  actual  cost  to  the  con- 
tractor for  all  materials  necessary  in  the 
opinion  of  the  officer  for  said  work,  plus 
10  per  cent  for  overhead,  supervision  and 
profit." 

Flynn  testified  that  he  never  checked  the 
cost  of  any  of  the  material  that  was  furnished 
to  the  job  and  was  never  instructed  to  do  so. 
In  fact,  never  having  seen  the  contract  he 
was  unaware  that  it  contained  this  important 
provision.  It  furthermore  appeared  that  this 
"actual  cost  to  the  contractor"  of  the  materials 
was  never  verified  by  anybody  on  behalf  of 
the  White  Fund  or  the  city.  The  result  of 
this  neglect  was  that  the  White  Fund  was  at 
the  mercy  of  the  contractor  from  the  begin- 
ning to  end  in  regard  to  charges  for  materials. 

J.  P.  O'Connell  Company  of  Boston  furnished 
to  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  all 
the  concrete,  cement,  sand  and  the  like  re- 
quired on  the  job.  It  appeared  from  their 
books  and  records,  when  compared  with  the 
bills  submitted  to  the  White  Fund,  that  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  charged 
the  Fund  $1  a  cubic  yard  more  than  it,  paid 
the  J.  P.  O'Connell  Company  for  all  concrete 
used.  This  overcharge  was  further  increased 
by  the  10  per  cent  allowed  the  contractor  on 
actual  cost  by  the  terms  of  the  contract.  It 
was  also  shown  that  on  all  other  materials 
supplied  by  the  J.  P.  O'Connell  Company  to 
the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company,  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  received 
a  2  per  cent  discount  which  was  not  given 
the  White  Fund.  Major  Hall  testified  that 
these  disclosures   were   "amazing"   to   him. 

Supplementary     Contract    for     Foundation 
Work. 

By  an  instrument  dated  December  29,  1936, 
the  contract  for  waterproofing  was  amended 
so  as  to  include  certain  foundation  work.  As 
a  result,  the  outside  limit  of  expense  on  the 
entire  job  was  increased  from  $30,000  to 
$75,000.  This  supplementary  work  was  not 
advertised,  resort  being  had  to  the  same  ex- 
pedient adopted  as  in  the  original  contract 
of  publishing  on  January  16  a  letter  dated 
December  29  written  by  Hall  to  the  Mayor 
and  approved  by  all  the  trustees.  Therein 
Hall  requested  authority  because  of  its  emerg- 
ency character  to  award  the  work  to  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  "without 
the    usual    form   of  public  advertising." 

On  December  28,  the  day  previous  to  the 
date  on  this  supplementary  contract,  sub- 
stantially the  entire  outside  limit  of  $30,000 
under  the  original  agreement  had  been  used 
up.  On  January  25,  the  day  when  the  Mayor, 
as  such,  approved  the  contract,  that  limit 
had   been   exceeded  by   about   $8,000. 

Trustees  Seek  Opinion  of  Commissioner 
Roemer  Before  Awarding  Foundation  Work. 
The  terms  of  the  supplementary  contract 
were  agreed  upon  in  the  first  instance  with- 
out any  preliminary  survey  or  estimate  as  to 
reasonable  cost  by  any  competent  person 
representing  the  White  Fund.  This  fact  was 
apparent  to  the  trustees  when  the  question  of 
authorizing  the  contract  came  before  them  at 
a  meeting  held  December  31,  1936.  As  a 
result  of  objections  raised,  Building  Commis- 
sioner Roemer  was  sent  for  and  requested  to 
make  a  thorough  inspection  of  the  premises 
and  an  estimate  as  to  the  cost  of  the  work. 
It  was  voted  that  he  should  report  to  the 
Mayor    "who   in   turn    will   report   to   the   trus- 
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tees  the  result."  Roemer  proceeded  to  draw 
up  plans,  inspect  the  premises,  and  prepare 
an    estimate    as   to   cost. 


Roeaner   Places    Estimate   of 


',877   on    Work. 


On  January  5  he  wrote  the  Mayor  that  the 
work  was  necessary  becaiuse  of  decayed  con- 
dition of  the  piles.  At  the  same  time  he 
submitted  an  estimate  as  to  cost  with  this 
comment — "not  knowing  the  conditions  exist- 
ing under  the  basement  floor  in  the  buildings, 
this  estimate  is  based  on  assumptions  assumed 
by  me  for  the  ordinary  way  of  constructing 
these  foundations,  a  sketch  of  which  is  on  file 
in    my   office." 

The  estimate  was  itemized  as  to  work  and 
materials  and  came  to  $24,221.  To  this  he 
added  $1,440  to  cover  "insui-anee,  etc,"  and 
$1,500  for  "incidentals."  This  brought  the 
total  to  $27,1611.  To  this  he  further  added 
$2,716  as  a  10  per  cent  profit  to  the  contractor, 
making  the  "grand  totall"  of  his  estimate 
$29,877. 

Linenthal  testified  "that  in  view  of  the  in- 
formation available  when  the  estimate  was 
made,"  that  he  considered  "it  was  a  good 
estimate  arrived  at  in  a  rational,  sensible 
fashion  intended  to  cover  every  contingency 
that  the  man  who  made  it  could  see  at  the 
time  he  made  it."  Certainly  Roemer  was  a 
highly  competent  man  and  unusually  familiar 
with  foundation  work  and  the  subsurface 
conditions  in  the  locality  in  question.  This 
estimate,  however,  was  criticized  by  Benoit, 
the  expert  engaged  by  the  'Law  Department 
to  represent  the  White  Trustees,  and  by  the 
Mayor   as   well. 

The  key  to  the  estimate  was  the  number  of 
piles  to  be  cut.  Roemer's  estimate  was  based 
upon  the  liberal  assumption  that  it  might  be 
necessary  to  cut  all  the  supporting  piles  under 
the  three  buildings.  He  estimated  this  number 
as  648.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  such  number 
was  ever  out,  as  foundation  work  was  done 
under  only  a  part  of  the  supporting  walls. 
From  an  inspection  of  the  bills,  Linenthal  in- 
ferred that  the  number  of  piles  out  was  18.1, 
by  reason  of  the  charge  for  that  number  of 
Lally  columns.  The  explanation  of  this  is 
that  whenever  the  top  of  a  pile  was  cut  off, 
the  method  contemplated  by  Roemer  was  to 
substitute  a  section   of   Lally  column. 

Linenthal  was  unable  to  obtain  from  Flynn 
any  specific  information  as  to  the  number 
actually  cut.  Benoit  reported,  however,  that 
Flynn,  who  had  a  hazy  recollection,  estimated 
the  number  at  about  270.  Benoit  further  es- 
serted  that  William  J.  Driscoll,  who  had  refused 
to  give  Linenthal  any  information,  but  had 
talked  freely  with  Benoit  at  the  jail,  placed 
the  number  "as  about  420."  Benoit  placed  it 
"somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  400  and  prob- 
ably a  little  less  rather  than  greater,"  largely, 
at  least,  in  reliance  on  the  man  who  had  been 
committed  to  jail  'for  contempt  of  court  in 
refusing  to  produce  the  books  and  records  of 
the   Codman    Hill    Construction    Company. 

At  all  events,  whatever  number  of  piles  were 
cut,  it  was  a  great  deal  less  than  the 
number — 648 — that  formed  the  basis  of 
Roemer's  estimate  of  $29,877.  This  would, 
therefore,  have  been  substantially  reduced  if 
Roemer  had  figured  on  the  actual  rather  than 
a    possible    number. 

Commissioner     Roemer's     Estimate     Ignored 
in    Awarding    Contract. 

The  vote  of  the  trustees  required  the  Mayor 
to  apprise  them  of  Roemer's  report.  The 
Mayor  testified  that  he  did  so.  Fitzgerald 
stated  that  he  was  informed,  though  he  was 
vague  as  to  all  the  circumstances  and  mis- 
taken   as    to   some. 

On  the  other  hand,  Wadsworth  deposed  that 
he  did  not  think  that  the  Mayor  had  informed 
him  of  Roemer's  estimate  of  cost,  adding  "I 
don't  see  why  we  didn't  have  the  benefit  of 
that.  Mr.  Roemer  hedged  this  around  pretty 
carefully  in  his  estimate."  Warren  could  not 
recall  whether  the  Mayor  had  informed  him 
or    not. 

If  the  Mayor  neglected  to  inform  all  the 
trustees      of      the      big      discrepancy      between 


Roemer's  estimate  and  the  outside  figure  in 
the  contract,  it  was  a  serious  oversight.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  trustees  were  all  in- 
formed but  proceeded  to  award  the  contract 
without  further  consideration,  their  action  was 
indefensible. 

Negligence  in  Deferring  Foundation  Work 
Until  After  Substantial  Performance  of 
Waterproofing    Work. 

It  was  agreed  by  everybody  that  if  there 
was  knowledge  or  notice  that  the  foundation 
piles  were  decayed,  that  condition  should  have 
been  remedied  before  the  basements  were 
waterproofed.  The  reason  was  that  the  water- 
proofing had  to  be  done  over  the  piles,  and 
as  Flynn  put  it,  "you  would  not  expect  to 
cover    over    the    floor    and    then    rip    it    up." 

Nevertheless,  the  waterproofing  contract 
was  entered  into,  and  at  least  largely  per- 
formed, before  any  question  of  doing  any 
repairs  on  the  foundations  was  brought  before 
the  trustees  and  authorized  by  them.  It  is 
further  clear  that  this  was  done  with  knowl- 
edge that  the  piles  supporting  the  buildings 
were   rotted. 

In  the  first  place,  the  settlement  of  the  build- 
ings and  the  cracks  in  their  external  walls 
gave  abundant  indication  of  this.  Further- 
more, test  pits  were  dug  before  or  about 
the  time  the  waterproofing  was  started  which 
confirmed    the    fact. 

Additionally,  on  October  14, — the  day  the 
surety  company  executed  the  bond  attached 
to  the  contract, — Flynn,  signing  himself  "In- 
spector  in    Charge,"    wrote   Hall   as   follows : 

"After  the  removal  of  the  partitions  and 
other  debris  in  the  basement  of  194  Boylston 
street,  Boston,  I  found  that  the  brick  and 
granite  walls  were  cracked,  and  in  some 
places  very  badly  settled.  After  examination 
I  am  satisfied  that  this  condition  is  due  to 
the  decay  and  deterioration  of  pile  tops.  I 
would  strongly  recommend  the  cutting  off 
of  tops  of  these  piles  where  defective  and 
the  placing  thereon  of  a  reinforced  I-beam  of 
sufficient  strength  to  support  and  carry  weight 
of  said  walls.  If  this  recommendation  meets 
wiith  your  approval,  I  -would  urge  immediate 
action  as  those  repairs  must  be  made  before 
the  pouring  of  waterproofed  cement  in 
floors    and    retaining    walls." 

Despite  the  urgent  character  of  these  rep- 
resentations by  Flynn,  Hall  did  not  reply  until 
November  6,  when  he  informed  Flynn  that 
he  had  "instructed  the  Codman  Hill  Con- 
struction Company  to  take  immediate  action 
to  remedy  this  condition."  Nevertheless,  ac- 
cording to  Flynn,  the  waterproofing  work 
continued  and  "quite  a  bit"  of  dt,  "very  much" 
of  it,  was  finished  before  any  work  was  begun 
on    the    foundations. 

The  question  of  just  when-  the  work  on  the 
piles  began  and  what  amount  of  the  under- 
pinning work,  if  any,  had  to  be  broken  up  as 
a  result,  is  impossible  to  decide.  As  pointed 
out,  the  outside  limit  of  $30,000  under  the 
waterproofing  contract  was  used  up  before 
the  matter  of  authorizing  the  foundation 
work  came  before  the  trustees  (December  31) 
and  was  exceeded  by  approximately  $8,000 
at  the  time  the  Mayor,  as  such,  approved  the 
contract    therefor     (January    25.) 

From  these  facts  and  others  recited  above, 
there  are  a  number  of  plausible  deductions. 
One  is  that  money  voted  for  waterproofing 
was  used  for  work  not  authorized  until  long 
afterwards.  Another  is  that  the  outside  cost 
($30,000)  of  the  waterproofing  had  been  ex- 
hausted without  the  work  being  finished  and 
that  money  voted  for  foundation  work  was 
used  for  waterproofing.  At  all  events,  the 
trustees  appear  to  have  been  in  the  dark 
about  much  of  the  business,  and,  doubtless 
were  to  a  large  degree  purposely  kept  so. 
In  this  last  connction  the  evidence  tends  to 
indicate  that  one  or  both  of  the  contracts 
was  dated  back  to  justify  things  which  had 
previously    been    done    without    authority. 

Negligence    in    Performance    of    Waterproofing 
Con  tract. 
As    pointed    out,    the    whole   business    was    in 
effect    turned    over    to    the    Codman    Hill    Con- 


401 


CITY   -COUNCIL. 


struction  Company  which  was  entirely  in- 
experienced in  comparable  work.  This  com- 
pany was  permitted  to  make  the  preliminary 
survey,  decide  upon  the  method  to  be  adopted, 
make  the  estimates  of  cost  and  substantially 
decide  upon  the  terms  of  the  contract  It 
was  further  allowed  to  proceed  without  plans 
of  any  sort.  The  result  was,  at  least  to  _  a 
large  extent,  that  "very  rough  hit-or-miss 
sort  of  a  job"  that  Linenthal  testified  that 
he  would  have  expected  under  the  circum- 
stances. 

Most  of  the  work  has  been  covered  up  and 
cannot  be  inspected.  Certain  major  features 
of    it,    however,    can    be    passed    upon. 

The  method  adopted  was  to  lay  floors  of 
concrete,  mixed  with  a  waterproofing  in- 
gredient, with  curbs  at  the  walls  extending 
up  a  short  distance  from  the  floor  level. 
This  was  reinforced  by  a  drainage  system  to 
reduce  the  sub-adjacent  pressure  on  the  floors 
and  to  convey  ground  water,  tide  water,  and 
sewerage   water    to   the   sewers. 

This  system  called  for  the  construction  of 
a  main  trench  sunk  into  the  floor  and  covered 
with  steel  plates  on  a  level  with  the  floor  and 
running  from  the  front,  or  Boylston  street 
side,  of  the  buildings  to  the  rear,  or  Park 
square,  side.  A  network  of  smaller  and  lateral 
trenches  was  constructed  in  or  under  the  floors 
of  all  three  buildings  and  drained  into  it.  The 
main  trench  was  constructed  as  intended  and 
sloped  towards  Boylston  street.  It  was  de- 
signed to  empty  at  that  end  and  into  a  sump 
pit  equipped  with  automatic  pumps  to  dis- 
charge the  accumulation  into  the  sewer.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  specifications  were  de- 
parted from  and,  as  laid  out,  a  sealed  sump 
pit  was  constructed  at  the  upper,  or  Park 
square,  end  of  the  trench  and  the  automatic 
pumps  were  installed  there.  At  the  lower, 
or  Boylston  street,  end  an  open  pit  was  dug 
into  which  all  matter  collected  in  the  trenches 
on  account  of  the  slope  naturally  drained.  No 
pumps  were  installed  at  that  end  other  than 
a  small  manually  operated  water  pump  which 
was  entirely  inadequate  for  any  practical 
purpose. 

As  a  consequence  of  this  incongruous  situation, 
the  result  is  that  the  pumps  are  at  the  upper 
level  of  the  trench  to  which  nb  drainage  can  ever 
reach  until  the  accumulation  in  the  lower  open 
pit  at  Boylston  street  reaches  a  certain  level 
and  floods  back  the  entire  distance  of  the 
trench.  At  this  point  the  automatic  pumps 
are  brought  into  operation  but  can  only  care 
for  any  excess  drainage  that  backs  up  the 
entire  distance  of  the  main  trench  and  over 
its   lip   at    that   end. 

The  only  plausible  explanation  of  this  extra- 
ordinary situation  is  that  after  the  main  trench 
was  constructed  and  it  was  too  late  to  re- 
verse its  slope,  the  disconcerting  discovery 
was  made  that  the  sewer  at  the  Boylston  street 
end  was  too  overtaxed  to  take  care  of  the 
drainage  and  that  as  a  consequence  it  was 
necessary  to  discharge  it  into  the  sewer  at 
Park  square.  This  situation  should  have  been 
discovered,  had  conditions  been  surveyed  and 
the  work  planned  Iby  a  competent  engineer  or 
contractor. 

Resulting  conditions  were  inspected  on 
numerous  occasions  by  Linenthal  and  other 
representatives  of  'the  commission.  On  every 
such  occasion  the  open  pit  at  Boylston  street 
was  'partly  filled  with  a  filthy  accumulation  or 
sludge  and  the  main  trench  was  in  a  foul 
condition.  The  stench  thereby  caused  was 
serious.  Linenthal  testified  that  it  called  for 
action  by  the  Board   of  Health. 

It  appeared  that  these  foul  conditions  were 
greatly  aggravated  by  the  discharge  into  the 
main  trench  of  beer  drippings  and  the  drain- 
age from  a  sink  and  a  potato-peeling  machine 
used  in  the  restaurant  which  occupies  the  first 
floor  and  basement  of  the  middle  building. 
Doubtless  there  is  much  force  in  the  con- 
tention that  the  misuse  of  the  trench  was  not 
a  fault  in  its  construction.  It  is  a  question, 
however,  whether  its  character  does  not  in 
a    measure,    at   least,    invite    misuse. 


Attempt  to  Rush  Through  Final  Payment 
After  Start  of  Investigation. 
The  final  bill  of  the  Codman  Hill  Construc- 
tion Company  was  for  $7, 678.71  covering 
work  under  the  contract  from  March  13  to 
April  9.  It  was  dated  April  12,  one  week 
after  the  order  of  the  City  Council  calling 
for  this  investigation.  For  some  reason — not 
satisfactorily  explained — it  was  withheld  from 
the  current  draft. 

On  May  7  I  examined  both  Driscoll  and 
Flanagan  at  the  Finance  Commission  and 
learned  for  the  first  time  of  the  alleged  "theft" 
of  all  the  books  and  records  of  the  Codman 
Hill  Construction  Comtpany.  That  same  day, 
May  7,  a  request  was  prepared  in  the  office 
cf  the  White  Fund  for  a  special  draft  for  the 
immediate  payment  of  this  bill.  The  bill  with 
Hall's  signature  certifying  its  correctness  and 
this  request  for  a  special  draft  were  then 
taken  by  Driscoll,  clerk  of  the  Fund,  to  the 
Mayor's  office  and  left  there  for  his  approval. 
As  a  consequence,  however,  of  an  urgent 
communication  from  the  commission  to  the 
Mayor  apprising  him  of  the  disappearance  of 
the  books  and  records  and  requesting  any 
money  due  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  be  withheld,  the  bill  has  not  been 
paid. 

Hall  testified  that  he  did  not  instruct 
Driscoll  to  draw  the  special  draft  and  did  not 
know  anything  about  it  until  the  facts  came 
out  at  the  hearings.  He  characterized  the 
transaction  as  "an  unusual  picture"  and  its 
date — corresponding  with  the  day  of  my  dis- 
covery of  the  disappearance  of  the  books — 
"a  curious  one."  Driscoll,  on  the  other  hand, 
re  that  Hall  knew  all  about  the  matter. 
Where  the  truth  lies  between  these  con- 
fl'cting  statements  is  difficult  to  say.  It  is  a 
fair  inference,  however,  that  there  was  a 
deliberate  attempt  to  rush  through  this  pay- 
ment by  the  fear  that  the  disclosures  of  the 
investigation  might  lead  to  difficulties  in  col- 
lecting   it. 

Summary'  of  Foregoing. 
The  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  was 
awarded  a  contract  for  waterproofing  the  base- 
ments in  premises  at  190-200  Boylston  street. 
As  amended  to  include  certain  foundation 
work,  it  was  to  cost  not  less  than  $1,000  nor 
more  than   $75,000. 

Briefly  summarized,  the  foregoing  analysis  of 
the    evidence    shows,    among    other    things,    the 
ing    facts: 

1.  That   the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Com- 
pany was  Without  experience  in  similar  water- 
nig    and    foundation    work. 

2.  That  the  contract  was  awarded  without 
advertising  for  bids  and  without  obtaining 
estimates    from   any    other  concerns. 

3.  That  no  competent  representative  of 
the  White  Fund  ever  surveyed  the  conditions 
or  estimated  the  cost  before  the  original  con- 
tract   wTas    awarded. 

4.  That  the  waterproofing  work  was  started 
and  prosecuted  without  any  adequate  plan  and 
conducted  as  a  consequence  in  a  hit-or-miss 
fashion. 

5.  That  the  inspection  of  the  work  on  be- 
half of  the  White  Fund  was  lax  and  the  in- 
spector   without    adequate   experience. 

G.  That  although  the  contract  provided  that 
the  contractor  was  to  charge  the  Fund  the 
actual  cost  of  the  materials  furnished — with 
an  added  percentage  for  its  profit — said  actual 
costs  were  never  checked  by  any  representative 
of   the    White   Fund. 

7.  That  the  contract  was  prepared,  exe- 
cuted and  awarded  the  Codman  Hill  Construc- 
tion Company  without  consideration  or  vote 
at   any    meeting   by  the   trustees. 

8.  That  the  supplementary  contract  for 
foundation  work  was  awarded  the  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company  at  an  outside  figure  of 
$45,000  in  entire  disregard  of  the  estimate  of 
$29,577  made  by  the  Building  Commissioner  of 
the  city. 

9.  That  certain  major  features  of  the  work 
were    incompetently    performed. 

10.  That  a  majority  of  the  trustees  were 
very  much  in  the  dark  as  to  important  features 
of  what   was   going   on   from  beginning  to   end. 
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11.  That  there  was  a  suspicious  attempt  to 
rush  through  the  payment  of  the  last  bill 
after  my  investigation  started  and  on  the  very 
day  I  discovered  that  the  Codmian  Hill  Con- 
struction Company  (books  had  mysteriously 
disappeared. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

George  iR.    Farnum, 

Special    Counsel. 
Placed   on   file. 


CONSTABLES'  BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  constables'  bonds  of  John  M.  Crawford 
and  John  A.  May,  having  been  duly  approved 
by  the  City  Treasurer,  were  received  and  ap- 
proved. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  a  (report  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  an  order  granting  aid 
to  soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  for 
the   month   of   October. 

Report  accepted  ;  order  passed. 


EXORBITANT  PRICES  FOR  BEEF  AND 
OTHER  MEAT. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  cooperate  with  bJis  Excellency  the 
Governor,  and  to  confer  with  Representatives 
in  Congress,  in  order  that  the  present  ex- 
orbitant iprices  for  beef  and  other  meats  may 
be  brought  down  to  a  more  normal  level,  and 
so  that  the  great  mass  of  people  in  our  city 
may  'not  be  deprived  of  this  most  necessary 
article  of   food   in    the  daily  diet. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the  rule. 


PLAYGROUND    IN    GUSHING    HILL 
SECTION. 

Coun.    MoGRATH    offered    the    following: 

Ordered,  That  certain  land  in  the  Gushing 
Hill  section  of  Ward  16,  in  which  the  City 
of  Boston  now  has  some  ■vested  interest,  be 
claimed  by  the  City  of  Boston  and  converted 
■■into  a  Mothers'  Rest  and  Playground,  and 
that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to 
direct  the  'Corporation  Counsel  to  take  initial 
steps   in  this  .matter. 

Coun.  McGRATH — Mr.  President,  it  has  been 
called  to  my  attention  that  there  is  a  piece  of 
land  in  the  Gushing  Hill  section  of  Dorchester 
that  at  one  time  was  deeded  'to  the  city,  I 
believe.  I  am  asking  the  Mayor  to  have  the 
Corporation  Counsel  investigate  if  this  land 
can  be  obtained'.  It  is  one  particular  section 
of  Boston,  I  believe,  that  has  no  playground. 
The  land  about  ten  years  ago  was  assessed  in 
this  section  for  about  $100,000,  and  in  the  past 
ten  years  due  to  the  development  of  building 
in  this  section  of  Dorchester  the  assessed  value 
of  the  P'roperty  today  is  approximately  one 
million  dollars.  I  am  asking  the  Mayor,  in  the 
event  that  this  piece  of  land  is  not  obtainable, 
if  there  is  other  land  in  this  particular  section 
that  could  be  had,  and  bearing  in  mind  the 
fact  that  there  have  been  a  dozen  fatal  ac- 
cidents in  this  section  due  to  automobile  traffic, 
that  that  would  lessen  the  burden  of  the  people 
in  this  section  who  are  paying  taxes. 

Passed   under  suspension   of    the   rule. 


INFORMATION    ON    PUBLIC    WELFARE. 

Coun.   PETER   J.   FITZGERALD   offered  the 

following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Director  of  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare 
to  furnish  'the  Council  the  following  informa- 
tion : 


(a)  The  approximate  amount  of  money  ex- 
pended to  date  in  the  Department  of  Public 
Welfare. 

(lb)  What  the  actual  expenditure  by  the 
city   has  been. 

(c)  What  attempts'  have  been  made  to 
collect  moneys  due  the  City  of  Boston  from  the 
state    and   other  cities    and   towns. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD^Mr.  President,  on  that 
particular  order  briefly  I  would  like  to  know 
from  the  Director  Of  Public  Welfare  what  the 
actual  expenditure  of  money  has  been, — that 
is,  to  the  taxpayers  of  Boston.  I  imagine  he 
will  be  able  to  furnish  the  information  as  to 
how  much  money  we  have  received  from  the 
state  and  how  much  money  we  have  received 
from  the  Federal  Government.  I  am  also 
curious  to  know  what  progress  has  been  made 
in  collecting  the  moneys  due  from  the  state 
and  the  cities  and  towns  as  a  'result  of  set- 
tlement claims  by  the  City  of  Boston.  I  would 
like  to  have  the  order  referred  to  the 
Executive   Committee. 

Referred  to  the   Executive   Committee. 


FIRE    PREVENTION    WEEK. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  cooperate  with  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioner in  every  way  possible  during  "Fire 
Prevention  Week,"  from  Saturday,  October  9, 
to   October   16. 

Passed    under   suspension   of    the   rule. 


INFORMATION    REGARDING    W.    P.    A. 
EMPLOYEES    AND    ACTIVITIES. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  to  furnish  the 
City  Council  with  information  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  employees  now  employed  in  the  Public 
Works  Department,  that  is,  regular  perma- 
nent employees,  as  of  September  15th,  1937. 
Also,  to  what  extent  will  services  under  super- 
vision of  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  be 
affected  in  the  event  that  the  W.  P.  A.  should 
suspend    its    present    activities. 

Coun.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  President,  briefly 
I  understand  that  if  the  W.  P.  A.  should  sus- 
pend activities  on  any  projects,  the  city  would 
be  in  a  serious  condition  as  to  its  Water  De- 
partment, Sewerage  Department  and  other 
departments  for  the  lack  of  help  and  I  am 
curious  to  know  exactly  how  many  employees 
we  have  on  regular  employment  and  what 
effect  it  will  have  on  the  services  of  the  city 
if   the    W.    P.    A.    suspends    activities. 

Passed    under   suspension   of    the    rule. 


From  this  point  on,  President  FITZGERALD 
presided. 


ELECTRIC    LIGHT,    GREENDALE    STREET. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  replace  the  present  gas  lamp  with 
an  electric  light  at.  the  corner  of  Greendale 
street  and  Courtland  road,  Ward  14. 
Passed    under  suspension    of   the   rule. 


SUNDAY    BUS    LINE    SERVICE    IN    WEST 
ROXBURY. 

Coun.  FINLEY  offered  the  following- 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  furnish  Sunday  bus  line 
service  to  the  people  using  the  bus  line  be- 
tween Roslindale  square  and  Weld  and  Maple 
streets.    West    Roxbury. 

Passed   under   suspension    of  the  rule. 
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TRANSFER  OF  FUNDS  FOR  ADULT 
RECREATION  PROGRAM. 

Coun.  McGRATH  and  "WILSON  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  arrange 
such  transfer  of  availa'ble  city  funds  as  will 
provide  that  sponsor'6  contribution  necessary 
to  assure  the  continuance  of  the  Adult  Recrea- 
tion   Program    for    the    balance    of    the    year. 

Coun.  MoGRATH — Mr.  President,  there  was 
a  conference  held  last  week  at  which  Coun- 
cilor Wilson  and  myself  were  present.  It 
seems  that  there  are  231  people  employed 
on  this  particular  project  to  which  the  Com- 
munity Fund  Drive  contributed  $12,000  over 
six  months.  The  city's  share  of  this  appropri- 
ation amounts  to  $5,900,  but  a  great  deal  uf 
that  money  goes  to  pay  the  rent  for  executive 
offices  and  I  suggested  that  the  city  provide  for 
the  executive  offices  to  be  housed  in  some  of  the 
tax  title  property  now  held  by  the  city  and 
I  asked  the  director  how  much  was  necessary 
and  he  informed  me  that  if  the  city  ap- 
propriated $1,500  and  the  Community  Fund 
appropriated  $12,000  we  could  keep  this  proj- 
ect and  keep  these  231  people  working  for  a 
period  of  six  months  and  of  these  231  people,  2 111 
have  been  passed  by  the  Social  Welfare  De- 
partment that  they  are  in  need  of  assistance. 
So  I  am  asking  the  Mayor  to  appropriate 
$1,500  to  keep  the  231  people  employed  for 
six    months. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the   rule. 


RESIGNATION     OF     JUSTICE     BLACK. 

Coun.    NORTON    offered    the    following: 

Whereas,  Justice  Hugo  L.  Black  in  an 
eleven-minute  radio  talk  admitted  he  was  once 
a  member  of  the  Klan  but  did  not  denounce  it: 

Whereas,  Members  of  the  Klan  can  take  the 
said  Justice  Black  radio  talk  and  use  it  as 
a  means  to  obtain  new  members,  a  "trade 
talk" ;    therefore,    be    it 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  at 
a  duly  called  meeting  request  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  calling  for  the  resignation   of  Justice   Black. 

Coun.  NORTON — For  the  purpose  of  the 
record,  Mr.  President,  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  this  nation  a  man  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  greatest  tribunal  of  the  world 
and  his  character  has  been  questioned.  In 
an  eleven-minute  radio  talk,  listened  to  by 
more  people  than  has  ever  listened  to  an 
individual  make  a  speech  over  the  radio  in 
the  history  of  this  nation,  lie  never  at  any 
time  said  one  word  in  denunciation  of  the 
Klan.  The  speech  made  by  Justice  Black 
can  be  taken  verbatim  and  used  thr< 
America  by  agents  of  the  Klan  as  good  ma- 
terial   for    soliciting    new    members. 

Referred    to    the    Committee    on    Rules. 


INCREASED    CONSUMPTION    OF    BOSTON 
FISH. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  con- 
sider tlhe  advisaJbility  of  immediately  appoint- 
ing a  committee  to  take  steps  to  point  out 
and  advertise  to  the  public  at  large  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  gained  by  an  increased  con- 
sumption of  Boston  fish'  during  the  present 
high-cost-of-meat     crisis. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  we  have 
here  the  finest  fish  in  all  the  world.  Thou- 
sands of  our  people  make  their  living  in  the 
fish  industry  in  Boston,  the  greatest  fish  in- 
dustry in  the  Western  Hemisphere.  Here  is 
an  opportunity  in  this  period  of  high  cost  of 
meat,  where  it  would  seem  that  the  chief 
executive  of  Boston  should  lead  the  way  in 
calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  we  have 
the  finest  fish  in  the  world  and  at  what  might 
be  called  a  very  moderate  price  at  the  present 
time.  I  think  the  average  American  eats 
about  ten  times  as  much  meat  in  the  year  as 
fish.     They   tell   me   when    the   circus    comes   to 


Boston  they  jam  the  fish  restaurants.  Houdini 
would  always  tell  them  while  doing  tricks 
here  and  eating  in  the  Boston  restaurants 
that  they  had  the  finest  fish  of  its  kind  in 
the  world.  I  am  merely  calling  attention  to 
the  fact  that  we  have  this  marvelous  in- 
dustry here  at  the  present  time  during  this 
meat  crisis.  If  other  states  had  it  they  would 
be  hollering  to  the  world  about  it. 
Passed    under    suspension   of   the   rule. 


INVESTIGATION   REGARDING   HIGH   COST 
OF    BEEF    IN    BOSTON. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  conferring  at  once 
with  the  Massachusetts  delegation  in  Con- 
gress relative  to  having  them  confer  with  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
hi  the  high  price  of  meat  in  Boston  at 
the  present  time  and  to  look  into  the  ad- 
visability of  conferring  with  the  United  States 
Tariff  Commission  relative  to  allowing  a 
certain  amount  of  Argentine  beef  to  enter 
the   country    on    a    reduced    tariff   rate. 

in.  WILSON— Mr.  President.  I  am  in- 
I  to  hear  that  particular  order  relative 
to  the  high  price  of  beef  in  the  New  England 
States  and  on  the  Atlantic  Seaboard  and  I 
think  perhaps  it  won't  do  any  harm  for  pos- 
terity, or  the  immediate  posterity,  to  have  a 
few  facts  on  the  record  with  the  order.  I 
was  under  the  impression  not  many  years  ago 
that  the  United  States,  for  example,  was  the 
greatest  wheat-producing  country  in  the  world. 
I  was  aware  of  the  fact  that  in  1935  this 
Country  exported  for  the  first  time  2.000,000 
more  bushels  of  wheat  than  we  imported. 
We  saw  how  the  American  nation  and  the 
A.  A.  A.  ploughed  under  the  wheat  fields  and 
then  purchased  wheat  from  the  Argentine 
Republic.  In  1934  the  United  States  for  the 
time  produced  less  than  half  of  the 
previous  cotton  supply.  They  destroyed  the 
American  cotton  fields  and  then  proceeded  to 
buy  c..tto:i  from  Brazil.  In  1936  one  Camp- 
H  ma  wheat  king,  received  over 
$50,000,  or  $7  an  acre,  for  not  planting  wheat 
on  land  he  had  leased  from  an  Indian  tribe 
at    $1.."><>   an    acre.      Now    I    understand    we   have 

.  ored  that  the  price  of  beef  is  high.  I 
would  like  to  inquire  from  the  gentleman  who 
introduced  the  order  what  else  he  expected? 
What  else  did  he  think  would  happen  from 
the  policy  of  crop  control?  Why  has  the 
Government  paid  bonuses  for  not  raising  hogs 
ami  not  raising  cattle?  My  understanding 
was  that  the  purpose  of  killing  hogs  and 
killing     <:.  •    rake    prices.      Who    did 

he  think  was  going  to  pay  the  high  prices 
for  pork  and  the  high  prices  for  beef  and 
the  hijrh  prices  for  bacon  and  the  high  price 
.  !'  wheat  '.'  My  understanding  was  that,  carry- 
ing it  out  u  its  logical  conclusion,  the  few 
<■  •mniuniiics  in  this  nation  that  perhaps  had 
some  of  this  world's  goods  left,  primarily, 
the     states     on     the     Atlantic     Seaboard,     and 

iaily  New  England,  were  going  to  pay 
the  high  prices.  Now  it  appears  that  we  are 
to  do  for  beef  what  we  did  for  wheat. 
Having  destroyed  wheat  and  having  destroyed 
beef,  the  Argentine  Republic  have  got  another 
cr.izy  customer.  Why  this  present  situation. 
Mr.  President,  on  the  beef  is  just  a  part 
i  f    the    triple    A    production    control    program. 

is  equalizing  wealth.  This  is  only  a  re- 
distribution of  our  national  resources.  These 
are  only  the  high  prices  that  were  promised 
bo  the  cotton  growers  of  the  South  and  the 
farmer   and    the   cattleman    of   the   West.     This 

ly  a  part  of  the  plan  to  destroy  some  of 
your  economic  royalists  of  New  England.  This 
is  what  you  have  been  promised.  This  is 
just  a  taste,  councilor,  of  the  more  abundant 
life. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  am 
surprised  and  interested  after  listening  to  the 
remarks  of  the  councilor  from  Ward  17.  I 
did  not  intend  to  speak  on  this  order  because 
the  Council  has  very  kindly  allowed  me  to 
speak    on    my    two    previous    orders.     However, 
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I    notice    that    the    councilor    was    going    into 
the    subject     of     economics     and    perhaps     the 
subject  of   Republicanism   versus  Democracy   in 
this    nation.     He    gave    here    a    very    splendid 
lecture  on   national   economics   from  the  stand- 
point of   the  Republican   national  party.     That 
is    exactly    what    Mr.    Herbert    Hoover    would 
say   to   you    today.     That   is   exactly   what   that 
gentleman    from    Kansas    -would    have    said    to 
you, — Mr.     Landon.     That    is    a    splendid     Re- 
publican   National    Committee  John   M.   Hamil- 
ton   address,     with    a!    the    window    dressings 
attached.     Mow,  Mr.  President,  for  the  purpose 
of   the    record,    nobody    wants    New    England's 
people  to  pay  a  higher  cost  than   they   should 
for    wheat   or   grain  or  for    meat.     One  •would 
think,    to    listen    to    the    councilor    from   "Ward 
17,    that    this    is    the   first   time   that    such   _an 
occurrence   has,   ever    taken    place   and    the   in- 
ference is  that  a  man  named   Franklin  Delano 
Roosevelt    in    Washington    and    the    triple    A 
that     was    referred    to    is    responsible ;    but    I 
wonder    what    would    be    going    on    and    what 
prices    would   be    if    Mr.    Herbert    Hoover    had 
continued    in    office.     Now,    Mr.    President,     I 
am  not  here  to  defend  any  particular  economic 
policy,    but,   for   the    purpose    of   the   record,    I 
would    like   to    answer    one   or    two   statements 
made  by  the  councilor  from  Ward  17.     He  says 
the  high  cost  of  beef  in   Boston  today  is  more 
or  less  the  result  of  the  Government  slaughter- 
ing  cattle.     That   was   the   inference   and    per- 
haps  the  direct  statement.     He  said,   how   can 
you  expect  that  meat  will  be  cheap   in   Boston 
when  the  Government  slaughters  cattle?     How 
can    you    expect    meat   to   be   cheap   when   you 
pay     farmers     not     to     raise    the     hogs  ?     The 
answer    is:     No    living    person    could    foresee 
the     two     terrible     droughts     that    visited     the 
West   during    the   past   five  years.     They   were 
acts  of   God.     Don't  blame  President  Roosevelt 
far    these.     We    had    them    in    Republican    ad- 
ministrations.    Uncle  Sam   had   to  step   in  and 
slaughter     the     cattle    when    said    cattle    were 
dying  by  the  thousands  in  that  terrible  drought 
and    sandstorms.     Rather    than    let   the    cattle 
die,   Uncle   Sam   slaughtered   them    and    75    per 
cent    of   this    meat    was   canned    and   then    was 
distributed      to     hungry     families     throughout 
the    land.     The    meat    unfit    for    canning    was 
used   for    fertilizer.     What   else   was    there    for 
Uncle    Sam    (to    do, — do    nothing    and    let    the 
cattle  die?     If  we  did  not  pay  farmers  mot  to 
raise   hogs,    then   hogs   would   glut    the   market 
and   the  has  farmers   would  be  ruined.     Every 
civilized    land    (must    control    its    cattle,    wheat, 
cotton  and  other-  commodities  today.     England, 
conservative     England,     does     this     far     more 
than  we  do.     If  we  did  not  plow  up  the  cotton, 
we  would  have  20,000,000   bales   and  the  , South 
would    be    bankrupt.     Remember    that    it    was 
Republican     Secretaries     of     Agriculture     who 
started    this     control     business     because     there 
was   nothing   else  one  could  do   to  save   certain 
areas    from    outright    destitution.     No    scholar 
can    think    of    any    other    way   and   live    under 
the   present   set-up.     The   cattle    were   slaught- 
ered three  years  ago,  long  before  anyone  knew 
we    would    have    a    meat   shortage,    before   any- 
one knew  we  would  have  two  terrible  droughts 
that     would    cut    down    the    cattle    supply.     If 
fishermen   of   the   Boston    Fish    Pier   caught   all 
the   fish    possible,    fish   would   sell  for  one   cent 
a    pound    and    the    industry    would    be    ruined. 
Sometimes    it    is    cheaper    to    pay   a  'man    not 
to   raise  cotton,    if    we   are  to    have   too   much 
of    it    and    thereby    destroy    the    entire    cotton 
industry.     That  is  what  every  civilized  govern- 
ment   in   the   world   has    been    doing.     'The   sad 
part    of    it    is    that    while    we    are    restricting 
meat,       cotton       and       wheat,        millions       of 
Americans     do      not     get      enough      of      these 
commodities  to   live  properly.   Many  are  actually 
living  on   starvation   rations   from   day   to   day, 
j   but    you    cannot    correct    the    situation    unless 
you    change    the    entire    economic    set-up    and 
the   moment    you    attempt    to    do    this    you    are 
labeled  as  a  radical, — 'a  red.     Say  that  you  were 
the   boss    of   this   great    nation    and    the   cotton 
men    informed    you    that    they    could    onlv    sell 
about  12,000,000  bales  of  cotton  ;  that  20,000,000 
bales  were  being  raised  and   the  surplus  would 
glut    and    destroy    the    market       What    would 
you  do, — would  you  sit  quiet?     You   would   do 


what  every  nation  has  done, — restrict  it.  If 
you  were  the  President  of  this  nation  and 
the  wheat  farmers  of  the  West  informed  you 
that  one  billion  bushels  of  wheat  were  being 
raised,  but  that  the  country  could  only  use 
about  600,000,000  bushels  and  that  the  sur- 
plus would  ruin  the  entire  group  of  wheat 
farmers,  what  would  you  do,  sit  and  stare? 
Do  nothing  ?  No,  you  would  have  to  step 
in  and  pay  some  of  the  farmers  to  cut  down 
their  wheat  crop  so  that  all  might  live.  Every 
civilized  nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth  must 
control  certain  commodities  or  it  will  perish. 
Brazil  controls  coffee, — has  burned  millions 
of  bags.  Argentine,  the  world's  greatest 
meat  producing  land,  controls  the  cattle 
supply.  France  controls  its  champagne  output 
so  that  the  market  will  not  be  glutted  and  all 
champagne  merchants  be  ruined.  Egypt  con- 
trols her  cotton  supply ;  India,  her  wheat. 
One  of  the  most  controlled  nations  on  the 
face  of  the  earth  today  is  conservative 
England.  So  long  as  we  live  under  the  pres- 
ent system,  control  is  necessary  if  we  are 
to  live.  If  President  Roosevelt  bad  not  or- 
dered the  slaughter  of  cattle  three  years  ago, 
he  would  have  been  criticized  more  than  he 
is  now,  because  millions  of  cattle  would  have 
died  in  the  drought  and  duststorms  and  the 
meat  could  not  have  been  used  by  the  poor 
of  America.  Meat  is  high  in  Boston  today 
because  of  two  terrible  droughts, — acts  of  God. 
Allow  a  reasonable  amount  of  Argentine  beef 
to  come  in  and  it  will  tend  to  relieve  the 
situation  somewhat. 

Cbun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  the  coun- 
cilor from  Ward  18  misunderstands  me.  It 
was  not  my  intention  rot  one  moment  to 
deliver  a  lecture.  My  purpose,  and  I  think 
the  words  I  said,  was  to  simply  ask 
a  question.  I  have  raised  no  objection  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  or  his  policy, 
with  reference  to  destroying  cotton  or  destroy- 
ing beef  as  an  economic  policy,  but  I  have 
yet  to  be  convinced  as  to  the  wisdom  of  de- 
stroying cotton  and  then  buying  cotton  from 
Brazil  and  the  wisdom  of  destroying  wheat  and 
cattle  and  then  buying  wheat  and  cattle  from 
Argentine.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  18 
has  made  reference  to  the  slaughtering  of 
cattle  and  some  of  the  cattle  being  interred 
into  canned  goods.  I  have  in  mind,  of  course, 
that  one  of  the  primary  causes  of  the  high 
price  of  beef  is  not  only  the  slaughtering  of 
cattle  but  the  destruction  of  the  crops  necessary 
for  feeding  the  cattle  which,  in  itself,  was 
one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  high  cost  and 
which  was.  not  interred  in  cans.  Now,  the 
only  question  I  really  ask  with  reference  to 
the  introduction  of  the  order  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  18  was,  in  view  of  his  extensive 
reading,  if  he  could  think  of  some  way  in 
which  we  can  destroy  cattle  and  destroy  food 
for  cattle  in  order  to  create  a  scarcity  of  beef 
and    still    keep    the    price    down. 

'Coun.  NORTON — Answering  that  question, 
Mr.  President,  verbatim,  since  he  questioned 
whether  or  not  I  am  properly  interpreting 
his  question, — he  asked  if  I  could  think,  after 
my  extensive  reading,  of  some  way  in  which 
we  can  destroy  cattle  and  at  the  same  time 
have  cheap  beef  here  in  Boston, — that  is  th< 
question,  isn't  it,  or  do  you  care  to  re-phrast 
it? 

Coun.  WILSON — I  will  be  very  gjad  to  re- 
phrase the  question.  I  want  to  find  out,  if 
I  can,  how  it  is  possible  as  an  economic  prin- 
ciple to  destroy  feed  necessary .  for  the  West- 
ern cattle  and  to  destroy  the  Western  cattle 
to  create  a  scarcity  and  still  keep  prices  down 
without    buying    cattle    from-  the    Argentine? 

Coun.  NORTON-HMr.  President  may  I  ask 
what  does  he  mean  by  destroying  the  feed,  so 
I  -  might  be  informed  as  to  what  the  councilor 
means  when  he  refers  to  destroying  the  feed. 
Answering  the  question,  and  I  appreciate  it 
is  important,  let  us  get  it  into  the  record,  and, 
by  the  way,  it  is  a  very  simple  question  and 
one  that  I  will  answer  simply.  First,  I  deny 
that  the  United  States  Government  ever  pur- 
posely went  •  in  in  an  ordinary  year  and 
destroyed  cattle.  I  deny  that  assumption.  I 
deny  the  truth  and  veracity  of  that  statement. 
I  will  bring  the  records  here  to  the  Council 
referring  to  that  specific  point.     Here  is  what 
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happened:  They  said  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  through  Secretary  Wallace  of 
the  Agriculture:  "Here  are  sixty  million  of 
cattle  on  the  plains  of  America.  Here  is  this 
terrible  trouble.  There  are  millions  of  cattle 
starving  to  death ;  millions  more  driven  off 
the  ranges."  You  see  the  duststorrns  in  the 
picture.  Put  yourself  in  the  place  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture,  appealed  to  by  the  entire 
West  to  do  something,  and  what  did  they  do? 
The  only  thing  you  could  do, — slaughter  the 
cattle  and  can  it  and  feed  the  poor  with  it 
and  use  what  could  not  be  canned  for  fertiliza- 
tion purposes  in  a  nation  that  needs  fertilizer. 
When  the  colleague  from  Ward  17  asks  or 
infers  that  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
or  the  administration  I  am  attempting  to 
defend,  ordered  the  slaughter  of  cattle  and 
then  raises  these  questions  so  as  to  ask  me 
how  I  could  expect  anything  but  the  high 
price  of  meat  in  Boston, — I  say  that  he  is 
twisting  that  question  and  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  in  a  normal  year  never 
ordered  the  slaughter  of  any  cattle.  It  was  an 
extraordinary  sandstorm  situation  when  the 
nation  had  to  step  in ;  the  cattle  were  dying 
and  every  member  of  this  Council  saw  those 
pictures  on  the  screen.  Now  get  that  straight 
when  they  holler  "slaughtering  of  the  cattle." 
When  they  say  to  you  that  we  import  meat  and 
yet  destroy  the  cattle,  remember  this :  We 
import  fish  every  year  and  yet  we  are  the 
greatest  fish  market  in  the  Western  Hemi- 
sphere. We  import  beer  and  whiskey  and 
yet  we  can  make  all  we  need  in  America.  We 
import  shoes  from  Czechoslovakia  and  yet  we 
are  the  greatest  shoemaking  nation  in  the 
world,  making  over  380,000,000  pairs  a  year.  We 
always  will  import  Argentine  beef  and  beef 
from  other  nations.  We  import  Canadian  beef, 
because  particular  people  want  particular  kind 
or  quality  olf  beef.  iSo  it  is  that  way.  We 
import  fish  every  day,  so  do  not  give  us  the 
argument  which  deals  with  less  than  1  per  cent 
of  the  total  suuiply.  So  it  is  with  your  meat. 
We  produce  in  this  country  one  and  one  half 
billion  pounds  of  meat  a  year,  approximately, 
and  the  total  importation  even  this  year,  an 
extraordinary  year,  will  amount  to  less  than 
380,000,000  pounds. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18,  who 
got  the  cotton  that  was  plowed  under,  and 
who  got  the  hogs  that  people  were  paid  not 
to  raise?  My  answer  is  that  nobody  got  the 
cotton  that  was  plowed  under  and  nobody 
got  the  hogs  that  people  were  paid  not  to 
raise. 

Coun.  NORTON— Let  us  take  the  first 
question  first, — who  got  the  cotton  that  was 
plowed  under?  [Nobody  got  it.  Why?  If  we 
allowed  all  that  cotton  to  grow,  or  all  that 
cotton  to  stay  in  the  ground,  the  entire  South 
would  be  bankrupt.  Can  you,  as  a  learned 
man  on  finance,  tell  me  the  name  of  one 
country  today  raising  cotton  but  what  has 
restrictions  ?  Egypt  raises  it,  Brazil,  India, 
Russia, — can  you  now  tell  me  one  country 
but  what  has  restricted  its  cotton  as  President 
Roosevelt  did  here,  and  when  you  do,  tell  me 
what  you  would  have  done  in  this  nation  with 
20,000,000  bales  of  cotton  on  the  way  when  you 
could  only  have  used  12,000,000  at  the  most 
and  the  surplus  destroying  the  whole  cotton 
market  ? 

Coun.  SHATTUCK^Mr.  President,  the 
gentleman  refers  to  all  these  other  nations 
that  are  raising  cotton.  Most  of  them  were 
not  raising  cotton  until  we  began  to  curtail 
our  cotton,  then  they  have  enormously  in- 
creased the  amount  which  they  have  raised 
since  then. 

Coun.  NORTON— Now,  Mr.  President,  that 
is  a  matter  that  I  claim  the  councilor  is  wrong 
on.  I  will  take  that  stenographic  statement 
he  has  made  and  leave  it  up  to  Mr.  Milton 
Lord,  the  director  of  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
as  to  whether  or  not  it  is  so  and  if  these 
countries  were  not  raising  cotton  long  before 
the  Roosevelt  administration  and  the  triple  A. 
To  be  true,  India  just  started  raising  it. 
Egypt    raised    it,    yes,    there   has    been    an    in- 


crease in  the  Brazilian  cotton.  Brazil  has 
fertile  land  for  the  raising  of  cotton.  They 
started  over  ten  years  ago,  tout  you  cannot 
blame  the  raising  of  cotton  and  the  increase 
throughout  the  world  to  the  Roosevelt  regime, 
and  I  challenge  you  to  show  what  other 
country  in  the  world  has  adopted  measures 
s-milar   to    those  in   this    country. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— It  is  toeyiond  our 
province  here,  or  our  policy  here. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  the  whole 
thing  is  beyond  our  policy  here,  but  it  is 
extremely  interesting  and  I  would  like  to 
complete  what  I  have  to  say  for  the  purpose 
of  the  Tecord.  Now  on  the  hogs,  the  people 
in  South  Boston  and  Hyde  Park  got  a  number 
of  those  hogs  through  the  medium  of  canned 
meat,  at  the  Army  Base  here,  carloads  of 
them. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK — How  about  the  ones 
that   were   not   raised  ? 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  we  have  in 
this  country  today,  according  to  the  record 
of  Swift  &  Company,  about  50,000,000  hogs  in 
this  nation  today  and  we  can  only  use  each 
year  about  40,000,000  and  there  are  those 
economists  who  claim  we  should  raise  60,000,- 
000  or  70,000,000  and  destroy  the  market. 
Now  this  was  a  Republican  doctrine  initiated 
■ears  ago  under  the  leadership  of  Republican 
Secretaries  of  Agriculture.  This  is  nothing 
new,  this  policy  of  restriction.  The  Re- 
publicans advocated  the  cutting  down  of  hogs 
and  I  will  present  the  evidence  here  for  the 
last  fifteen  years  where  they  have  made 
similar  rcommendations.  A  Republican  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture  under  Presidents  Harding 
and  Hoover  made  similar  recommendations,  so 
why  condemn  this  man  who  is  down  there 
now  for  this  policy  that  apparently  has  gotten 
out  of  control  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
initial  movement  was  encouraged  by  his  pre- 
decessors in  office,  and  I  believe  there  was  not 
anything  else  to  do  with  the  situation.  I 
would  like  to  present  reports  of  the  Secretaries 
of   Agriculture   for   the  last   ten   years. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  still  want 
an  answer  to  my  question  and  that  is,  "Was 
not  the  primary  purpose  of  killing  off  cattle 
to    make    higher    prices?" 

Coun.  NORTON — In  a  sense,  that  is  a 
double-edged  question.  In  order  for  the  cattle- 
men of  the  West  to  live  they  have  got  to 
get  a  certain  price.  Like  the  milkmen  in 
New  England  have  to  get  four  cents  a  quart 
to  live.  The  cattlemen  have  got  to  get  a 
certain  price  and  the  Government  at  Wash- 
ington has  attempted  to  see  they  attain  the 
minimum  price,  so  your  question  to  a  certain 
extent  is  right, — it  was  the  purpose  of  the 
Government  to  see  that  the  price  of  beef 
was  raised  a  certain  amount  so  that 
those  people  in  the  West  could  live ; 
but  not  to  the  extent  that  it  has 
bounced  up  in  the  present  time  due  to  acts  of 
God,  unforeseen  circumstances,  two  terrible 
droughts  visited  upon  this  country  in  the  last 
five  years, — something  which  no  man  could 
foresee. 

The  order   was   passed. 


NUMBER     OF     PETITIONS    IN     1937     FOR 
ABATEMENT    OF    TAXES. 

Coun.  AGNEW  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  the  number  of  peti- 
tions which  were  filed  for  abatement  of 
1937  real  estate  taxes  as  of  October  1,  1937. 
Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  took  a  recess  at  3.20  p.  m.  and 
reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  5.15 
p.  m.  and  were  called  to  order  by  Coun. 
GALLAGHER. 
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EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Odtan.  GALLAGHER,  'for  'the  Executive 
Committee,    submitted    the    following : 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  this  day)  transferring  $3,500  from 
Library  Department  to  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment for  public  works  relief  projects1 — 'that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

'Report  accepted.  Order  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays    0. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
order  (referred  this  day)  for  loan  of  one 
million  dollars  against  tax  titles  to  pay  revenue 
loans  to  the  Commonwealth — Ithat  sarnie  ought 
to    pass. 

Report  accepted.  Order  passed,  yeas  17, 
■nays — Coun.     Shattuck — 1. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
order  (referred  this  day)  transferring  $24,000 
from  the  Park  man  Fund — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

'Report  accepted.  Order  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays    0. 

■4.  On  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
various  transfer  orders  (submitted  September 
27)  in  the  Public  Welfare  Department,  Tem- 
porary Home ;  Public  Welfare,  Wayfarers' 
Lodge  ;  Pxiblic  Works,  Paving  Service  ;  Probate 
Court ;  Municipal  Court  of  'Boston  ;  and  Mis- 
cellaneous Expense  in  the  Auditing  Depart- 
ment— 'that  the  various  orders  ought  to  pass. 
'Report  accepted.  Orders  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays    0. 

5.  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor 
and  order  (referred  this  day)  for  transfers 
within  departmental  appropriations  in  the 
Hospital  Department ;  Institutions,  Long  Is- 
land Hospital ;  Institutions,  Steamers  "Hib- 
bard"  and  "O'Meara" ;  Licensing  Board ; 
Municipal  Court  in  the  Brighton  District ; 
Penal  Institutions,  Steamer  "Perkins" — that 
same   ought   to   pass. 

Report  accepted.  The  question  came  on  the 
passage   of   the  order. 

Coun.  MELLEN — I  move  that  the  item  per- 
taining to  the  Licensing  Board  be  laid  on 
the    table. 

The  motion  was   declared   lost. 
•The  vote   was   doubted   by    Coun.    MELLEN, 
and   a   roll   call   called    for. 

Coun.  NORTON-^Mr.  President,  may  I  ask 
Councilor   Mellen   what   his    argument   is. 

Coun.  MELLEN — 'Mr.  President,  the  Boston 
Licensing  Board  has  been  functioning  for 
several  years  and  out  of  a  clear  sky  they  want 
a  confidential  secretary.  I  see  no  reason  wby 
we  should  grant  this  out  of  a  clear  sky  when 
no  information  has  been  furnished  us  as  to 
his  duties.  Until  such  information  is  forth- 
coming I  shall   vote   against  that   item. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
this  man  has  been  with  the  department  for 
many  years  and  it  has  been  a  change  in 
position  with  a  raise  in  salary.  His  name  is 
Mulloy.  This  is  a  position  created  by  the 
Legislature. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Naturally,  the  fact  of  the 
act  of  the  Legislature  creating  this  depart- 
ment is  no  reason  why  it  should  be  created. 
Nobody  knows  why  the  position  has  been 
created. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN— Mr.  President,  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement.  This 
department  brings  in  a  good  deal  of  revenue 
to  the  City  of  Boston, — approximately  two 
million  dollars  a  year.  It  is  a  busy  depart- 
ment and  a  lot  of  'Confidential  in/formation 
regarding  the  issuance  of  liquor  permits  and 
cither  types  of  licenses  they  issue.  I  believe 
the  request  is  waranted,  particularly  consider- 
ing the  small  amount  of  money  involved  in 
this    transfer. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  am  will- 
ing 'to  vote  for  it  and  I  feel  that  anything 
the  Boston  Licensing  Commission  wants  they 
should  have.  My  experience  with  the  Boston 
Licensing  Commission  is  that  they  are  splendid 
public  officials  and  they  are  carrying  on  an 
extremely  hard   job. 

Coun.  MELLEN — I  do  not  doubt  the  ability 
or  the  intention  of  the  members  of  the  Licens- 


ing Board,  but  I  say  I  don't  see  any  reason 
why  we  should  create  jobs  which  we  know 
nothing  about. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER — The  motion  is  to  lay 
on  the  table  and  further  debate  is  out  of  order. 
Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  make  a 
statement.  This  is  a  special  act  passed  by 
the  Legislature.  We  are  riot  creating  any 
jobs.  We  are  just  giving  money  for  a  job  that 
has  been  created  by  the  Legislature  under 
the  act.  I  believe  if  the  councilor  would  read 
it,  it  would  clarify  it  for  my  colleague  from 
Charlestown. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  statements 
involving  self-evident  truths  is  just  wasting 
time  and  saying  that  the  job  has  been  created 
by  the  Legislature  is  silly  because  there  is  no 
doubt  about  it.  I  am  saying  that  the  job  _ is 
unnecessary  and  until  it  is  proven  the  duties 
are  necessary  to  be  performed  by  a  confidential 
secretary  after  so  many  years  of  performing 
the  work  without  such  service  I  shall  not 
vote  for  it. 

The  motion  of  Coun.  Mellen  to  lay  on 
the  table  the  item  for  Licensing  Board  was 
lost,  yeas — Ooun.  Mellen,  Shattuck,  Tolbin, 
Wilson — 4,    nays    15. 

Question  then  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  might  I 
ask  that  the  subject  of  those  various  transfers 
be   read   once   more. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— The  clerk  will  read 
them. 

(The  order  was  read  by  the  clerk.) 
Question    then   came   on    the    passage   of   the 
various    orders. 

Coun.  TOBIN — Mr.  President,  can  we  have 
a    vote   on    the    Licensing    Board    separately? 

Coun.  GALLAGHER— You  can  if  you  re- 
quest   it. 

Coun.  TOBIN — Mr.  President,  then  I  re- 
quest   it. 

Question  then  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
crders  with  the  exception  of  the  item  for  the 
Licensing    Board. 

The  orders  were  passed,  yeas  18,  nays — 
Coun.    Shattuck — 1. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  passage  of 
the  order  on  the  transfers  for  the  Licensing 
Board. 

Coun.  TOBIN— Mr.  President,  I  intend  to 
vote  against  this  order.  It  may  seem  small, 
but  I  am  opposed  to  the  principle  of  legis- 
lative encroachment  upon  the  duty  of  the 
Council.  This  is  not  the  first  time  the  Legis- 
lature has  come  in  here  and  created  positions 
and  we  are  told  that  we  must  produce  the 
money  for  those  positions.  We  have  20,000 
employees  in  the  City  of  Boston.  Their  duties 
are  fixed  by  ordinances  in  many  cases-  and 
provided  for  by  the  ordinances.  It  seems  that 
we  can  create  our  own  jobs,  maintain  our  own 
departments  and  establish  our  own  salaries 
without  interference  by  the  Legislature.  The 
Legislature  passed  this  and  all  the  while  no 
consideration  at  any  time  in  any  of  the  pro- 
ceedings was  given  to  members  of  the  City 
Council  and  no  mention  made  at  any  of  the 
debates  at  the  State  House  as  to  what  the 
attitude  of  the  City  Council  might  be,  and 
the  inference  is  that  they  do  not  care,  and  so 
it  would  appear  that  year  after  year  the 
city  government  of  Boston  is  being  encroached 
upon  by  the  Legislature.  It  has  been  en- 
croached upon  here  and  there  until  finally  the 
City  Council  is  powerless  to  act  and  to  refuse 
and  to  admonish  these  men  to.  let  us  run  our 
own  business.  This  is  only  a  small  matter,  to 
be  sure.  It  is  no  indictment  against  the 
Licensing  Board,  but  against  the  principle  of 
si  ill  encroachment  upon  this  city  or  upon  any 
other  city  in  this  state.  There  must  be  word 
sent  out  that  the  city  government  of  Boston 
>.-   willin"  and  able  t<.  run  its  own  city. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK^Mr.  President,  I  want 
to  say  I  agree  with  what  the  gentleman  who 
has    just    spoken    has    said. 

BRACKMAN— Mr.  President,  I  under- 
stand this  department  was  created  by  a  legis- 
lative act  and  the  commissioners  are  ap- 
pointed  by   the   Governor.     They   cannot   create 
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any  positions  unless  they  get  an  act  through 
the  Legislature.  That  is  my  impression  and 
lit  has  to  be  accepted  officially  toy  the  City 
Council  and  the  Mayor  and  the  only  way 
they  could  create  the  position  was  to  get 
the  enabling  act  through  the  Legislature  and 
that   is    what   has   happened   here. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Does  the  coun- 
cilor remember  back  at  the  time  of  the  Hay- 
market  square  widening  when  the  Legislature 
passed  it  without  allowing  the  members  of 
the    City    Council    to    accept    or    consider    the 

TYlJl'tfrCT 

Coun.'  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, my  opinion  is  the  same  as  Councilor 
Brackman's,  that  the  Board  was  created  by  the 
State,  by  the  Governor  and  the  Legislature. 
Being  such,  it  is  without  the  province  of  the 
City  Council  to  act  on  it.  Consequently,  when 
I  suggested  that  we  had  no  power  in  it,  I 
meant  it  was  a  state  statute  under  which 
we  had  no  authority  to  act, — only  to  give  the 
money.  ,        .  . 

Coun.  TOBIN— Mr.  President,  if  that  is 
so  there  is  no  need  for  the  Licensing  Board  to 
appear  before  the  City  Council  at  their  bud- 
get meetings  with  an  appropriation.  There 
is  no  need  for  them  to  submit  their  budget  to 
the  City  Budget  Commissioner.  We  have  in 
this  city  provided  for  the  employees  of  the 
Licensing  Board  regardless  of  whether  or 
not  the  head  officials  are  appointed  by  the 
state.  Minor  officials  are  appointed  and  paid 
for  by  the  city  which  provides  their  step-rates 
each  year.  We  have  tried  to  get  the  indi- 
viduals pay  raises  and  yet  we  find  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  wanting  all  the  glory 
of    the    pay    raises. 

Order  passed,  yeas  16,  nays — Coun.  Mellen, 
Shattuck,    Tobin— <3. 

6.  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor 
and  order  (referred  July  26)  for  sale  of 
certain  land  in  South  Bay  to  the  Downes 
Realty  Corporation — that  same  ought  not  to 
pass. 

Report     accepted ;     order     rejected. 

7.  Report  on  the  order  submitted  by  Coun. 
Peter  A.  Fitzgerald  (referred  this  day)  re- 
questing the  Board  of  Public  Welfare  to  fur- 
nish certain  information — that  same  ought 
to    pass. 

Report    accepted ;    order    passed. 


CONFIRMATION      OF      APPOINTMENTS. 

Coun.  AGNEW  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,   Nos.    2    and   3   on   the  calendar,    viz. : 

2.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  September  27,  1937,  of  William  J. 
Callaghan  to  be  a  Constable,  authorized  to 
serve    civil    process    upon    filing    bond. 

3.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  September  27,  1937,  of  the  followino 
named  persons  to  be  Weighers  of  Beef : 
Francis  W.  Leard,  Ralph  A.  Orlando,  Law- 
sence  Mullane,  Francis  J.  King,  Edward  J. 
Dargan,  Arthur  P.  DiMattia,  William  V. 
Ramsey,  Cornelius  J.  Sullivan,  John  E.  Fitz- 
gerald, Gerard  J.  Cormier,  Frank  L.  Cardinal, 
Maurice  K.  Teele,  Francis  H.  Lawless,  Jr., 
Charles   W.   Whitney. 

The  appointments  were  confirmed,  yes  16, 
no    2. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  AGNEW,  it  was  voted 
that  when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet 
on   Monday,    October    18,    at   two   o'clock    p.    m. 


UNLICENSED     RENDERING     PLANTS. 

Coun.  ROBERTS  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Corporation  Counsel  to  report  to  the  City 
Council  what  action  he  has  taken  against 
the  operation  of  unlicensed  slaughtering  houses 
and  rendering  plants  operating  in  the  City 
of    Boston. 

Passed  under   suspension   of  the  rule. 


PASSAGE   OF  BUDGET  BEFORE  OPENING 
OF  FISCAL  YEAR. 

Coun.    SHATTUCK   offered    the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested 
to  inform  the  City  Council  as  to  what,  if 
any,  changes  in  statutes  or  ordinances  would 
be  necessary  in  order  to  permit  submission 
and  passage  of  the  budget  in  advance  of  the 
opening    of    the    fiscal    year. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK — Mr.  President,  I  notice 
in  the  New  York  Sunday  papers  that  Mayor 
LaGuardia  in  New  York  has  submitted  his 
budget  for  1938.  He  submitted  it  on  October 
2  and  it  is  now  under  consideration  by  the 
Board  of  Apportionment.  I  wonder  if  we 
could  not  do  something  like  that  in  this  city 
instead  of  having  the  budget  presented  some- 
time along  in  March  or  April  and  then  hav- 
ing consideration  in  the  Council  and  final 
passage  in  May  or  June  or  I  think  one  year 
even  in  July.  Why  cannot  we  take  it  up  be- 
fore the  beginning  of  the  year  and  have  it 
in  operation  at  the  start  of  the  year  so  our 
financial  program  can  be  set  before  we  have 
spent  half  of  the  money.  There  may  be 
some  obstacles.  For  instance,  it  has  been  said 
we  have  to  wait  until  the  amount  of  the 
State  tax  has  been  settled  in  order  that  we 
may  know  what  item  that  will  be  in  the  tax 
levy.  It  is  said  we  have  to  know  the  amount 
received  from  income,  taxes,  and  so  forth, 
but  that  could  be  arranged  by  basing  those 
estimates  on  the  figures  of  the  preceding  year. 
It  may  be  that  a  statute  is  necessary  to  do 
that,  but  whatever  changes  in  the  statute 
or  ordinances  are  necessary  it  certainly  would 
be  a  great  reform  in  this  city  if  we  could 
have  that  budget  presented  to  us  early  enough 
to  be  in  operation  at  the  beginning  of  the 
fiscal  year  instead  of  months  after  the  year 
nas   been    running. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING    GLENARM     STREET. 

Coun.    ROSENBERG    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,   to  resurface  with  smooth  paving  Glen- 
arm    street,    Ward    14. 

Passed    under   suspension   of   the  rule. 


STOP   SIGNS,   WARD   16. 

Coun.    McGRATH    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Traffic    Commissioner    be 
instructed,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
install     "Stop"    signs    on    all    streets    entering 
main    streets    in    Ward    16. 

Passed    under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


RESURFACING    BURGOYNE    STREET. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  Bur- 
goyne  street,  Ward  16,  from  Elmer  road  to 
Ashmont    street. 

Passed    under    suspension    of   the   rule. 


PURCHASE  OF  JAPANESE  GOODS. 

Coun.    McGRATH    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,    That   his    Honor    the   Mayor   be   re- 
quested    to     instruct     the     Superintendent     of 
Supplies    not     to     purchase    any    materials     or 
supplies    made    in    Japan. 

Passed    under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


FEDERAL     HOUSING     PROGRAM    FOR 
CHARLESTOWN. 

Coun.     MELLEN    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,    That   his    Honor    the   Mayor   be   re- 
quested to  assist  and  not  hinder  the  activities 
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■of  the  Federal  Housing  Administration  in 
their  effort  to  decide  upon  a  Federal  housing 
program    for    Charlestown. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  it  has  come 
to  my  attention  from  fairly  reliable  sources 
that  the  Federal  housing  authorities  are  look- 
ing with  favor  upon  two  or  three  sites  in 
Charlestown  for  the  Federal  housing  program. 
It  has  come  to  my  attention  from  the  same 
reliable  source  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  in 
some  picayune  manner  is  trying  to  delay 
the  selection  of  any  site  in  Charlestown,  bo 
whatever  prestige  may  be  attached  to  it 
might  be  delayed  and  I  am  calling  upon  him 
to  forget  his  petty  politics  and  quarrels  for 
the  betterment  of  all  the  people  in  the  district. 

Order    passed   under   suspension   of   the   rule. 


OPERATION    OF    NEW    SURGICAL 
BUILDING. 

Coun.  TOBIN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Hospitals 
of  the  Boston  City  Council  be  requested  to 
investigate  the  operation  of  the  Surgical  Build- 
ing of  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  recently 
opened  by  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital,    with    specific    consideration    to: 

(a)  Capacity     of     employees. 

(b)  Supervision     of    patients. 

(c)  Responsibility    for    the    location    of    the 
building. 

Coun.  TOBIN — Mr.  President,  the  first  floor 
of  the  new  surgical  building  of  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  has  been  opened  and  there  has 
been  more  confusion  in  that  building  than  in 
the  whole  of  the  City  Hospital  so  far  as  I 
can  find  out.  The  trouble  has  been,  in  ad- 
dition to  it  being  a  new  building,  so  far  as 
the  operation  is  concerned,  there  are  about  six 
different  bosses  with  six  different  titles  all 
doling  the  same  work.  It  means  the  employees 
do  not  know  who  their  immediate  superior  is  - 
and  the  superiors  themselves  do  not  know  who 
exactly  is  in  charge.  I  therefore  wish  the 
Committee  on  Hospitals  would  determine  the 
capacity  of  all  these  employees,  what  their 
different  duties  are,  whom  they  supervise  and 
what  the  intention  of  the  hospital  is  with 
reference  to  the  entire  surgical  building. 
Certainly,  if  there  is  all  this  confusion  in  one 
floor,  When  the  entire  building  is  opened  for 
patients  for  operations  that  will  be  increased 
many  times  more.  I  would  also  like  to  have 
this  committee  find  out  who  devised,  or  what 
brain  ever  conceived  the  idea  of  admitting  pa- 
tients to  the  Boston  City  Hospital  from  a 
busy  street  like  Albany  street.  When  the 
plans  were  brought  before  our  committee  for 
over  a  million  dollars  for  the  building  of  the 
building,  nothing  was  ever  said  that  this  would 
be  the  admission  building  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital.  Nothing  was  ever  said  that  the 
ambulances  for  the  entire  hospital  would  enter 
from  Albany  street.  Nothing  was  ever  said 
to  us  that  more  than  fifty  people  a  day  would 


have  to  walk  a  quarter  of  a  mlile  from  the 
Out-Patient  Department  Building,  across  the 
entire  grounds,  to  be  admitted  as  a  patient 
in  the  hospital.  It  would  seem  in  all  fair- 
ness and  good  judgment  that  patients  admitted 
from  the  Out-Patient  Department  every  day 
should  be  admitted  in  a  more  easy  manner  in- 
stead of  being  forced  to  go  through  the  entire 
building  to  reach  this  new  surgical  building. 
It  was  my  understanding  that  it  was  a  surg- 
ical building  for  operations ;  something  new 
that  was  needed.  Nothing  was  ever  told  this 
committee  that  this  new  building  would  be 
one  for  admission  with  ambulances  coming 
in  via  Albany  street.  It  would  seem  with  this 
gigantic  structure,  serving  the  whole  City 
of  Boston,  spending  the  money  we  do  for  its 
maintenance  and  upkeep,  that  there  should 
be  some  more  feasible  plan  devised  by  those 
in    charge   to    admit    the   patients. 

Passed    under   suspension   of    the   rule. 


COUNTY    CLASSIFICATION. 

Coun.  ROBERTS,  for  the  Committee  on 
County  Accounts,  submitted  a  report  on  the 
message  of  the  Mayor  and  order  (referred 
September  13)  establishing  the  positions  of 
jury  assembly  court  officer  and  assistant  jury 
assembly  court  officer,  in  the  county  classifica- 
tion  plan — that   the   order    ought   to    pass. 

Coun.  ROBERTS— Mr.  President,  for  the 
purpose  of  the  record,  this  recommendation 
of  the  Mayor  concerning  two  officers  is  not 
two  new  officers,  but  a  change  in  status  of 
two  officers  who  have  been  taking  care  of 
jurors,  it  being  generally  agreed  their  duties 
had  increased  to  the  extent  it  warranted  an 
increase  in  their  salaries.  On  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  judges  of  the  Superior 
Court,  your  Committee  on  County  Accounts 
took    favorable    action. 

Report    accepted;    order   passed. 


PORTABLE    BUILDING    AT    LONGFELLOW 
SCHOOL. 

Coun.  FINLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  school  authorities 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  remove  the  present  portable  building  on 
the  grounds  of  the  Longfellow  School  to  an- 
other part  of  the  school  grounds  and  thereby 
relieve  the  present  hazard  to  pedestrians  and 
school  children,  as  the  present  location  of 
the  portable  building  obstructs  the  view  of 
motorists  and  endangers  the  lives  of  all 
pedestrians. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the  rule. 


On  motion  of  Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY, 
the  City  Council  adjourned  at  6  p.  m.  to  meet 
on  Monday,  October  18,  1937,  at  two  o'clock 
p.   m. 


CITY    OF    B03TON    PRINTINa    DEPARTMENT 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,    October    18,    1937. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,   City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  Presi- 
dent FITZGERALD   presiding.     Absent,  Coun. 
Wilson. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY   THE    MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments, 
viz. : 

Constables,  for  the  term  ending  April  30, 
1938,  authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon 
filing  bond :  Thomas  G.  Dunlap,  24  Wyman 
street,  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. ;  Alfred  Rudin, 
21    Wales   street,    Dorchester,   Mass. 

Weigher  of  Goods :  George  F.  Berry,  757 
Saratoga   street,    East   Boston,  Mass. 

Weighers  of  Coal:  William  J.  Grund,  362A 
Highland  avenue,  West  Somerville,  Mass. ; 
Louis  A.  McKay,  839  East  Fourth  street.  South 
Boston,    Mass. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law-. 


SALE    OF    PIGS,    DEER    ISLAND. 
The   following    were   received : 
City   of   Boston, 
Office   of    the    Mayor,    October    18,    1937. 
To    the    City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  inclosed 
^communication  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Penal  Institutions  requesting  permission  to 
sell  fifty  pigs  now  located  at  the  House  of 
Correction,  Deer  Island.  These  pigs  weigh 
approximately  10,000  pounds  and  in  the 
opinion  of  the  commissioner  it  would  be  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  city  to  dispose  of 
them   at    this    time. 

As  the  pigs  are  no  longer  required  at  Deer 
Island  the  commissioner's  request  has  my  ap- 
proval and  I  respectfully  recommend  adoption 
of  the  accompanying  order  by  your  Honorable 
Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Penal    Institutions    Department. 

October   8,   1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor  of   Boston. 
Dear   Sir, — We   have   at   the  present  time  at 
the    House    of    Correction,    Deer    Island,    fifty 
(50)    pigs  Teady  for  market.     These  pigs   will 
weigh      approximately     two      hundred      (200) 
pounds    each,    a    total    of    approximately    ten 
thousand     (10,000)    pounds. 

At  a  market  price  of  from  9  to  10  cents 
per  pound,  this  sale  should  net  approximately 
$1,000.  In  my  opinion,  the  sale  of  these  pigs 
at  the  present  time  would  be  for  the  best  • 
interests  of  the  city  and  your  Honor's  ap- 
proval   is   hereby    requested. 

Respectfully     yours, 
John  J.  Douglass,  Commissioner. 


Ordered,  That  the  Penal  Institutions  Com- 
missioner be  authorized  to  sell  at  public  or 
private  sale,  to  the  highest  bidder,  the  surplus 
stock  of  pigs  at  the  House  of  Correction, 
Deer  Island,  amounting  approximately  to 
10,000    pounds. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


MEETINGS    OF    OVERSEERS    OF    PUBLIC 
WELFARE. 

The   following    were   received : 
City  of  Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    October    18,    1937. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  Overseers  of  the  Public 
Welfare  relative  to  your  order  of  September 
27,  1937,  concerning  the  holding  of  depart- 
ment and  board  meetings  and  conferences  at 
times  other  than  on  Monday  afternoons. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

City   of   Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 

October   13.    1937. 
Hon.   Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — Commenting    on    the    recent    re- 
quest   of    the     City     Council     instructing     city 
department    heads     to     hold    department    and 
board     meetings     and     conferences     at     times 
other    than    Monday    afternoon,    the    Board    of 
Pulblic    Welfare    about    a    month    ago    changed 
its  meeting  day  from  Monday  to  Wednesday. 
Yours   truly, 

Patrick  J.  Moynihan, 

Executive    Director. 
Placed  on   file. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   COMPILATION   OF 
SPECIAL   STATUTES. 
The  following   were  received : 
City  of  Boston, 
Office    of    the    Mayor,    October    18,    1937. 
To    the    City   Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  am  in  receipt  of  the  at- 
tached communication  from  the  Corporation 
Counsel  requesting  the  transfer  of  the  sum 
of  $10,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  for  the 
compilation  of  special  statutes  relating  to 
the  City  of  Boston. 

I  submit  herewith  an  appropriation  order 
and  respectfully  recommend  its  immediate  pas- 
sage  by    your    Honorable    Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  October  8,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — As  I  have  previously  ad- 
vised you,  this  department  has  undertaken  a 
compilation  of  special  statutes  relating  to 
the  City  of  Boston.  This  , compilation  is  now 
virtually  complete  and  we  are  ready  to  com- 
mence publication.  This  compilation  contains 
approximately  fifteen  hundred  acts  and  their 
publication  is  a  matter  of  great  importance. 
As  you  know,  at  the  present  time  there  is  no 
adequate  compilation  of  special  laws  relating 
to  the  City  of  Boston  and  there  is  a  very 
definite  need  for  the  publication  of  such  a 
compilation.  The  Printing  Department  has 
advised  us  that  the  cost  of  printing  the  pro- 
posed compilation  would  be  approximately 
$10,000.  In  view  of  this,  I  inclose  a  form  of 
order  which,  if  it  meets  with  your  approval, 
I  should  like  to  have  submitted  to  the  City 
Council,  providing  for  the  transfer  of  $10,000 
from  Reserve  Fund  for  the  printing  and  bind- 
ing of  a  compilation  of  special  statutes  relat- 
ing to  the  City  of  Boston.  In  order  that  we 
may  finish  the  printing  of  this  work  before  the 
end  of  the  year,  the  passage  of  this  order  is 
essential. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Henry  E.  Foley, 
Corporation   Counsel. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropri- 
ated for  the  printing  and  binding,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Corporation  Counsel,  of  a 
compilation  of  special  statutes  relating  to  the 
City  of  Boston,  in  such  form  and  with  such 
notes    as    in    the   opinion    of    the    Corporation 
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Counsel  may  be  desiralble,  said  appropria- 
tion to  be  met  by  transfer  from  Reserve  Fund ; 
and    further 

Ordered,  That,  upon  completion  of  the 
printing  and  binding  of  such  compilation,  the 
Superintendent  of  Printing  be,  and  hereby  is, 
directed  to  deliver,  without  charge  therefor, 
five  copies  to  each  member  of  the  City  Council ; 
five  copies  to  the  Mayor ;  five  copies  to  the 
Law  Department ;  three  copies  to  the  Library 
Department ;  one  copy  to  every  other  de- 
partment of  the  city ;  two  copies  to  the 
Social  Law  Library,  and  to  hold  the  remain- 
ing copies  for  distribution  to  the  public 
upon  payment  of  twenty  (20)  dollars  for 
each  set  thereof,  such  sums  to  be  paid  by 
said   superintendent   into   the   general  treasury. 

Referred  to   Executive   Committee. 


INTEREST   RATE   ON  UNPAID   TAXES. 
The   following    was    received: 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of   the   Mayor,    October    7,    1937. 
To    the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a 
communication  received  from  the  Corporation 
Counsel  relative  to  your  order  of  September 
20,  1937,  concerning  a  reduction  in  the  in- 
terest rate  on   unpaid   taxes. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.    Mansfield,   Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Law    Department,    October    5,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  have  received  a  memo- 
randum from  your  office  dated  September  28, 
1937,  -with  which  was  submitted  a  copy  of 
the  following  order  passed  by  the  City  Council: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
petition  the  incoming  Legislature  for  a  re- 
duction in  the  interest  rate  on  unpaid  taxes 
so  that  the  proposed  new  rate  will  be  six 
and  four  per  cent  on  outstanding  taxes." 

Section  57,  of  chapter  59  of  the  General 
Laws  providing  for  interest  payments  on  un- 
paid taxes,  has  most  recently  been  amended 
by  chapter  203  of  the  Acts  of  1937.  Section 
57,   as    so    amended,    provides    as    follows : 

Section  57.  Taxes  shall  be  payable  in 
every  city,  town  and  district  in  which  the 
same  are  assessed,  in  two  equal  installments, 
on  July  first  and  on  October  first  of  each 
year,  and  bills  for  the  same  shall  be  sent 
out  not  later  than  June  fourteenth  of  each 
year.  Interest  shall  be  paid  at  the  rate  of 
four  and  one  half  per  cent  per  annum  on 
all  taxes  remaining  unpaid  after  November 
first  of  the  year  in  which  they  are  payable, 
computed  from  October  first  of  such  year,  and 
by  way  of  penalty,  at  the  additional  rate  of 
one  and  one  half  per  centum  per  annum  on 
so  much  of  the  taxes  assessed  to  any  tax- 
payer in  any  one  city  or  town  and  remaining 
unpaid  after  December  thirty-first  of  the 
year  in  which  they  are  payable  as  is  in  excess 
of  three  hundred  dollars,  computed  from 
October  first  of  such  year.  Bills  for  taxes 
assessed  under  section  seventy-five  shall  be 
sent  out  not  later  than  December  twenty-sixth, 
and  such  taxes  sball  be  payable  not  later 
than  December  thirty-first.  If  they  remain 
unpaid  after  that  date,  interest  shall  be  paid 
at  the  rates  specified,  computed  from  Decem- 
ber thirty-first  until  the  day  of  payment, 
but  if,  in  any  ease,  the  tax  bill  is  sent  out 
later  than  December  twenty-sixth,  said  taxes 
shall  be  payable  not  later  than  ten  days  from 
the  day  upon  which  said  bill  is  sent  out,  and 
interest  shall  be  computed  from  the  fifteenth 
day  following  the  date  when  the  tax  becomes 
due.  In  all  cases  where  interest  is  payable 
it  shall  be  added  to  and  become  a  part  of  the 
tax." 

By  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  said  amend- 
ment a  further  reduction  was  made  in  the 
interest  rate  on  unpaid  taxes.  It  is  my 
opinion  that  a  still  further  reduction  will 
tend    to    encourage    delinquency    in    tax    pay- 


ments and  thus  necessitate  larger  short  term 
borrowings  by  the  city  in  anticipation  of 
taxes.  The  City  Auditor  concurs  with  me  in 
this    view. 

Very   truly   yours, 

Henry  E.  Foley, 
Corporation  Counsel. 
Placed  on  file. 


COUNTY   CLASSIFICATION 
AMENDMENTS. 
The   following   was    received: 
City    of    Boston, 
Office    of    the    Mayor,    October    15,    1937. 
To   the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  for  con- 
sideration by  your  Honorable  Body  the  at- 
tached proposals  by  the  Budget  Commissioner 
of  certain  amendments  and  revisions  of  the 
"'Compensation  and  Classification  Plans  for 
the  Officers  and  Employees  of  Suffolk  County." 
On  October  4  I  submitted  to  your  Honorable 
Body  certain  amendments  and  revisions  that 
were  proposed  by  the  Budget  Commissioner 
affecting  the  deputy  sheriffs  and  officers  of 
the  Superior  Court  for  Suffolk  County.  I 
respectfully  request  that  you  disregard  that 
message  and  order  and  in  their  place  sub- 
stitute so  much  of  the  order  I  submit  herewith 
as  affects  deputy  sheriffs  and  court  officers  of 
the  Superior  Court  for  Suffolk  County. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

City   of   Boston, 
Budget    Department,     October    15,     1937. 
To   the  Mayor  and   City   Council. 

Honorable  Dear  Sirs, — In  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Rules  4  and  7  of  the  "Com- 
pensation and  Classification  Plans  for  the 
Officers  and  Employees  of  Suffolk  County,"  I 
propose  amendments  and  revisions  to  said 
Compensation  and  Classification  Plans  as  set 
forth    in    the    accompanying    order. 

These  amendments  and  revisions  to  said 
Compensation  and  Classification  Plans  are 
proposed  because  of  the  increase  in  business 
of  the  several  courts  concerned  and  because 
of  changes  in  the  methods  of  transacting 
such  business.  This  increase  in  the  business 
of  the  several  courts  concerned  and  these 
changes  in  the  methods  of  transacting  such 
business  have  resulted  in  an  increase  in  the  work 
of  the  officers  and  employees  affected  by  such 
amendments  and  revisions  and  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  their  duties. 
Respectfully, 

Walter  A.  Murray, 
Budget  Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  classifications 
and  ranges  of  compensation  as  now  set  forth 
in  the  "Compensation  and  Classification  Plans 
for  the  Officers  and  Employees  of  Suffolk 
County"  be,  and  hereby  are,  amended  and 
revised  so  that  the  same  shall  read  as  follows : 
Title  of  Class: 

Messenger    and    Clerical    Assistant. 
Duties : 

Under  direction,  to  be  in  attendance  upon 
the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial, 
Superior  or  Municipal  Courts  ;  to  perform 
messenger  and  clerical  service  of  a  con- 
fidential nature ;  to  have  charge  of  in- 
quests ;  to  prepare  budget  estimates,  mar- 
riage law  waivers,  and  miscellaneous 
papers ;  to  receive  and  direct  all  persons 
desiring  interviews  or  conferences  with 
the  justices  ;  and  to  perform  other  related 
work. 
Typical  Tasks : 
Supervision  of  the  various  rooms,  books, 
papers  and  supplies  used  by  the  justices. 
Care  of  mail  and  transportation  of  court 
papers  and  judges'  robes  to  and  from 
other  counties.  Supervision  of  arrange- 
ments for  inaugural  and  other  ceremonies, 
opening  of  court  terms,  etc.  Interview- 
ing persons  who  desire  to  confer  with 
justices.  Preparing  papers  for  waiver  of 
the      five-day      marriage      law.     Supervisa 
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making  of  pay  rolls  of  justices.  Super- 
vising the  arrangements  for  weekly  in- 
quests. 

Range  of   Compensation : 
Supreme    Judicial    Court. 

Annual,       $2,400— $2,600— $2,800— $3,000— 
$3,200 — $3,400 — $3,600. 
(In  addition   to  the  above   annual  salary 
which     is     to    be    received     from     the 
County,   the  messenger  and  clerical  as- 
sistant   receives    annually    the    sum    of 
$400    from    the    Commonwealth    in    ac- 
cordance   with    the    provisions    of   Sec- 
tion 3  of  Chapter  182,  Acts  of  1935.) 
Superior   Court. 

Annual,        $2,400— $2,600— $2,800— $3,000— 
$3,500. 
Municipal    Court. 

Annual,        $2,800— $3,000— $3,200— $3,400— 
$3,500. 

Title  of  Class: 

Court   Officer. 
Duties : 

Under     general    supervision,     to     open     and 
attend    civil,    criminal    and    other    sessions 
of   a  court ;   to   aid   in   the   maintenance  of 
order   and  decorum   in   the  court  room ;   to 
assist  in   the  commitment  of   prisoners  ;  to 
serve    summonses,    citations    and    orders   of 
the    court     and    make    investigations ;     to 
make    arrests    in    contempt   cases ;    and   to 
perform    other    related    work. 
Hange  of   Compensation : 
Supreme    Judicial    Court. 
Annual,        $1,772— $1,872— $1,972— $2,072— 
$2,172— $2,272— $2,372— $2,472. 
(In   addition  to   the  above,  annual   salary 
which     is     to     be     received     from     the 
County,   each  of  the   Supreme  Judicial 
Court    Officers    receives    annually     the 
sum   of   $528    from   the   Commonwealth 
in    accordance    with    the   provisions    of 
Section    2    of    Chapter     182,    Acts    of 
1935.) 
Superior  Court   (Sec.  70,  Chapter  221,  G.  L.) 
Anmual,  $2,300>— $2,400— 42,500^2,600 — 

$2,700— $2,800— $2,900— $3,000. 
Probate    Court. 

Annual,        $2,300— $2,400— $2,500— $2,600— 
$2,700 — $2,800— $2,900. 
Municipal    Court. 

Annual,        $2,300 — $2,400— $2,500— $2,600— 
$2,700— $2,800— $2,900. 
District    Court. 

Annual,        $1,800— $1,900— $2,000— $2,100— 
$2,200— $2,300— $2,400— $2,500— $2,600. 
Superior  Court   (Seat.  69,  Chapter  221,  G.  L.) 
Annual,        $1,800— $1,900— $2,000— $2,100— 
$2,200. 

Title  of  Class: 

Deputy  Sheriff. 
Duties : 

Under  direction,  to  supervise,  direct  and 
assign  the  work  of  court  officers  in  the 
Disposition  Session  of  the  Superior  Crim- 
inal Court ;  to  prepare  the  trial  list  of 
this  session  of  the  court ;  to  receive,  ac- 
count, and  be  responsible  for  all  fines 
imposed  by  the  court ;  to  supervise  and 
direct  the  commitment  of  prisoners  sen- 
tenced to  correctional  institutions  ;  to  check 
records  of  all  defendants  discharged  by 
the  court ;  and  to  perform  other  related 
work. 

Under  direction  of  the  court  to  have  charge 
of  a  session  at  a  sitting  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  and  to  supervise  and  direct 
the  court  officers  assigned  to  such  session 
in  the  performance  of  their  duties  and  to 
perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be 
assigned  to  a  deputy  sheriff  by  Justices 
of   the  Supreme   Judicial   Court. 

Under  direction  of  the  Court  to  have  charge 
of  a  trial  or  hearing  or  motion  session 
of  the  Superior  Court,  whether  civil  or 
criminal,  and  to  supervise  and  direct  the 
court  officers  assigned  to  such  session 
in  the  performance  of  their  duties  and 
to   perform   such   other  duties    as   may  be 


'assigned   to  deputy  sheriffs  by  Justices  of 
the  Superior   Court. 
Range  of   Compensation  : 

Deputy    Sheriff    (Disposition    Session,    Superior 
Criminal   Court). 
Annual,        $2,800— $3,000— $3,200— $3,400. 
Deputy   Sheriff    (Supreme  Judicial   Court). 
Annual,        $1,972— $2,072— $2,172— $2,272— 
$2,372— $2,472— $2,572. 
(In  addition  to  the  above  annual  salary 
which     is     to     be     received     from     the 
County,    a    deputy    sheriff    assigned    to 
the     Supreme     Judicial     Court    as     an 
officer   of   the   Supreme   Judicial    Court 
receives     annually     the     sum    of     $528 
from     the     Commonwealth     in     accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  sections  2 
of   chapter   182,   Acts  of   1935.) 
Deputy    Sheriff     (Superior    Court). 

Annual,        $2,500— $2,600— $2,700— $2,800— 
$2,900— $3,000— $3,100. 
Title  of   Class: 

Jury  Assembly  Officer. 
One  deputy  sheriff  or  court  officer  selected 
from  the  regularly  appointed  deputy 
sheriffs  or  officers  of  the  Superior  Court 
Iby  the  Justices  thereof  and  designated 
by  the  Justices  to  be  in  charge  of  the 
jury  assembly  rooms. 
Duties  : 

To  have  general  charge,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Court,  of  such  rooms  as  are  from 
time  to  time  designated  by  the  Justices  of 
the  Superior  Court  to  be  the  Jury  Pool- 
ing Area,  To  do  the  clerical  work  neces- 
sary to  keep  records  of  the  attendance 
of  jurors,  and  records  of  the  assignment 
of  jurors  to  the  various  sessions.  To  pre- 
pare and  keep  the  jurors'  pay  rolls.  To 
perform  such  other  duties,  necessary  and 
incidental  to  the  operation  of  the  Jury 
Pooling  and  Assignment  System,  as  may 
be  assigned  to  him  by  the  Justices  or  by 
the  Justice  presiding  over  the  Jury  Pool- 
ing and  Assignment  Area. 
Range   of   Compensation  : 

Annual,  $2,600— $2,800— $3,000— $3,200 — 

$3,400. 
Title  of  Class: 

Assistant  Jury  Assembly  Officer. 
One  court  officer,  or  not  more  than  two 
court  officers,  selected  from  the  regularly 
appointed  officers  of  the  Superior  Court 
by  the  Justices  thereof  and  designated  by 
the  Justices  to  be  assistant,  or  assistants, 
to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Jury  As- 
sembly Rooms. 
Duties  : 

To  assist,  under  the  direction  of  the  Court, 
the  Jury  Assembly  Officer  in  his  care 
and  management  of  the  Jury  Pooling 
Area.  To  assist  with  the  clerical  work 
necessary  to  keep  records  of  the  attend- 
ance of  jurors  and  records  of  the  assign- 
ment of  jurors  to  the  various  sessions. 
To  prepare  and  keep  the  jurors'  pay 
rolls.  To  perform  such  other  duties, 
necessary  and  incidental  to  the  operation 
of  the  Jury  Pooling  and  Assignment  Sys- 
tem, as  may  be  assigned  to  him  by  the 
Justices  or  by  the  Justice  presiding  over 
the  Jury  Pooling  Area  or  by  the  Jury 
Assembly  Officer  in  charge. 
Range   of   Compensation  : 

Annual,  $2,500— $2,700— $2,900— $3,100— 

$3,200. 

Title  of  Class: 

Chief   Court   Officer. 

Duties  : 

Under  direction  to  supervise,  direct  and 
assign  the  work  of  court  officers  in  the 
Municipal  Criminal  Court ;  to  be  responsi- 
ble for  the  proper  performance  of  duties 
by  subordinates ;  to  examine  sureties  and 
prepare  affidavits  for  persons  admitted 
to  bail;  and  to  perform  other  related 
work. 

Range  of   Compensation: 

Annual,  $2,800— $3,000— $3,200— $3,400 — 

$3,500. 
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Title  of  Class: 

Assistant    Chief    Court    Officer. 
Duties : 

Under  general  supervision  to  assist  in  direct- 
ing the  work  of  court  officers  in  the 
Municipal  Criminal  Court ;  to  act  for  the 
Chief  Court  Officer  in  his  aibsence ;  and 
to  perform  other  related  work. 
Range  of   Compensation: 

Annual,    $2,800— $2,900— $3,000— $3,100. 
Title    of    Class: 

Assistant  Superintendent. 
Duties : 

Under  general  supervision,  to  assist  in  the 
custody,  care  and  cleaning  of  the  County 
Court  House  and  grounds ;  during  the 
absence  of  the  Superintendent  to  act  in 
his  place ;  and  to  perform  other  related 
work. 
Range   of   Compensation: 

Annual,       $2,300  —$2,400  — $2i,500  —$2,600  — 
$2,700. 
Title   of    Class: 

Floor    Officer. 
Duties  : 

Under  supervision,  to  maintain  order  in 
the  main  corridor  of  the  County  Court 
House ;  to  give  information  and  answer 
all  inquiries  relative  to  the  courts  and 
county  departments  located  in  6aid  build- 
ing ;  and  to  perform  other  related  work 
as  required. 
Range  of   Compensation : 

Annual,       '$1,800—  $1,900^-  $2,000—  $2,100 — 

$2,200— $2;300. 
Referred    to    the    Committee    on    County    Ac- 
counts. 


APPROPRIATION     FOR     MUNICIPAL 
EMPLOYMENT    BUREAU. 
The  following   was   received : 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,   October   15,   1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  Samuel  W. 
Warren,  Director  of  Employment  of  the  Free 
Employment  Bureau  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
that  an  appropriation  of  $10,000  is  necessary 
to  carry  on  the  activities  of  that  Bureau.  I 
am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Bureau  is  doing  a 
worth-while  work.  In  order  that  it  may  con- 
tinue that  work  I  submit  herewith  an  order 
providing  for  the  transfer  of  $10,000  from 
the   Reserve   Fund   to   the   Bureau. 

I  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  attached  order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
For  your  information  I  inclose  a  copy  of 
the  letter  of  Samuel  W.  Warren,  Director  of 
Employment,  to  me  under  the  date  of  October 
5,  1937.  I  direct  your  attention  to  his  state- 
ment in  that  letter  that  the  "balance  on  hand 
will  only  be  sufficient,  to  cover  the  next  three 
weeks." 

Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 


October   5,   1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 
Dear    Mr.    Mayor, — May    I    respectfully     re- 
quest   that    you    submit    an    order    to    the    City 
Council    for    a   ten   thousand    dollar   appropria- 
tion to  carry  on  the  activities  of  the  Municipal 
Employment   Bureau. 

Our  balance   on   band  will   only   be   sufficient 
to    cover    the    next    three    weeks. 
Very   truly   yours, 

Samuel  W.  Warren, 
Director   of    Employment. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $10,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  transferred  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation 
for  Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  to  be 
expended  by  said  Bureau,  under  the  direction 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  the  prosecution 
of    its  duties. 

Referred    to    the    Executive    Committee. 


LOAN  FOR  SEWERAGE  WORKS. 

The    following    was    received : 
City  of  Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    October    18,    1937. 
To  the  City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  that  in  order  to  pre- 
vent an  almost  complete  shut-down  of  sewerage 
works  construction  and  maintenance  through- 
out the  city,  it  is  necessary  that  additional 
funds  be  made  available  immediately.  The 
appropriations  approved  by  your  Honorable 
Body  early  in  the  year  have  been  almost  com- 
pletely either  expended  or  committed,  so  that 
no  new  sewerage  construction  work  can  be 
undertaken.  There  remains  an  unexpended 
or  uncommitted  balance  of  only  $18,083.68  of 
your    earlier    appropriations. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  informs 
me  that  if  funds  are  not  provided  to  carry 
on  the  sewerage  works  construction  and  main- 
tenance, a  portion  of  the  pay  of  262  men  of 
the  Sewer  Division  will  be  affected  on  or 
about  November  1  because  part  of  their  pay 
is  provided  from  the  sewerage  works  loan,  of 
which  as  stated  above,  only  $18,083.68  remains. 

I  recommend  to  your  Honorable  Body  that 
a  loan  appropriation  totaling  $425,000  be  ap- 
proved, and  I  respectfully  submit  herewith  a 
loan  order  providing  for  the  necessary  ap- 
propriation. I  therefore  recommend  immedi- 
ate consideration  and  action  on  this  order  by 
your    Honorable    Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion 1  of  chapter  178  of  the  Acts  of  1930  and 
section  5  of  chapter  224  of  the  Acts  of  1936, 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand  (425^000)  dollars  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  for  the  construction  of  sewerage  works, 
and  that  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city   to  said  amount. 

Referred   to   the   Committee   on   Finance. 


TRANSFERS    WITHIN    DEPARTMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS. 
The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   October   IS,   1937. 
To   the   City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  requests  for  trans- 
fers within  departmental  appropriations  have 
been  examined  and  investigated  by  the  Budget 
Commissioner.  I  accordingly  recommend 
adoption  of  the  accompanying  orders  by  your 
Honorable   Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick    W.    Mansfield,    Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1S93  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Budget 
Department : 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Commis- 
sioner, 1  at  $6,500,  §21.75,  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  B,  Contractual  Services,  $1.75 ;  C, 
Equipment,     $20. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1S93  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Hos- 
pital  Department,   Sanatorium   Division: 

From  the  appropriation  for  F,  Special  Items, 
$500,  to  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,    2,    Temporary    Employees,    $500. 

Ordered.  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1S93  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Hos- 
pital Department,   Sanatorium  Division : 
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From  the  appropriation  for  F,  Special  Items, 
$2,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,    $2,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Institu- 
tions Department,  Central  Office : 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,   1,  Permanent  Employees,  Investigator, 

1  at  $2,100,  $200,  to  the  appropriation  for 
D,     Supplies,     $200. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
2*1  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Institu- 
tions   Department,    Long   Island    Hospital : 

From  the  appropriation  for  D,  Supplies, 
$1,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  E,  Materials, 
$1,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
2*1  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Institu- 
tions   Department,    Long    Island    Hospital: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Assistant 
to  Medical  Director,  1  at  $1,600-$1,700,  $310.49, 
to  the  appropriation  for  F,  Special  Items, 
$310.49. 

Ordered,  That  iinder  authority  of  chapter 
2*1  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Institu- 
tions Department,  Steamers  "Hibfoard"  and 
O'Meara"  : 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,     "1,     Permanent    Employee's,     Firemen, 

2  at  $1,800  $83 ;  Oilers,  2  at  $1,900,  $30 ;  F, 
Special  Items,  $50,  to  the  Appropriation  for 
A,  Personal  Service,  2,  Temporary  Employees, 
$163. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
2*1  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Police 
Department : 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Lieutenants 
and  Lieutenant-Inspectors,  69  at  $2,700  to 
$2,7-25,  $8,000;  Patrolmen,  1,977  at  $1,600  to 
$2,125,  $9,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  B, 
Contractual  Services,  $11,000 ;  C,  Equipment, 
$4,000;   E,    Materials,    $2,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  'hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Public 
Buildings    Department : 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Cleaners, 
Janitresses,  etc.,  67  at  $18  a  week,  $25,  to  the 
appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service,  1, 
Permanent  Employees,  Cleaners,  Janitresses, 
etc.,  67    (68)   at  $18  a  week,   $25. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
2*1  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Public 
Welfare    Department,    Central    Office : 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Clerks,  2 
at  $1,800,  $1,000;  Clerks,  Typists,  Stenog- 
raphers, etc.,  76  at  $1400  to  $1,600,  $6,000; 
Messenger,  1  at  $1,000-$1,100,  $600;  Con- 
stables, 4  (6)  at  $1,600,  $4,000;  Assistant 
Supervisors,  9  at  $2,400,  $2,000 ;  Assistant 
Supervisors,  2  at  $2.200-$2,300,  $1,000:  Social 
Workers,  92  at  $1,400  to  $1,600,  $11,000 : 
Visitors,  Senior,  11  at  $1,900  to  $2,300,  $1,000  ; 
Visitors,  16  at  $1,700  to  $1,900,  $4,000 ;  Per- 
manent Intermittent,  Clerks,  Typists,  Stenog- 
raphers, etc.,  52  at  $1,000  to  $1,300,  $5,400; 
Real  Estate  Social  Workers,  4  at  $1,300- 
$1,400,  $2,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  A, 
Personal  Service,  2",  Temporary  Employees, 
$38,000. 


Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Public 
Works    Department,    Bridge  Service: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Draw- 
tenders,  14  at  $2,000,  $2,000,  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  A,  Personal  Service,  2,  Temporary 
Employees,    $2,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
2.61  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and    hereby    is,   authorized    to   transfer : 

From  the  appropriation  for  Public  Works 
Department,  Bridges,  Repairs,  etc.,  $2,000,  to 
the  appropriation  for  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, Bridge  Service,  B,  Contractual  Services, 
$2,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
2.61  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Soldiers' 
Relief    Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  2,  Temporary  Employees,  $140.07, 
to  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employees,  Messenger,  0  (1) 
at    $720,    $140.07. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
2*1  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Street 
Laying-Out    Department: 

'From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Senior  En- 
gineers, Grade  IV,  12  at  $2,900  to  $3,600, 
$265.83,  to  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,    1,    Temporary    Employees,    $265.83. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
2.61  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Supply 
Department : 

From  the  appropriation  for  C,  Equipment, 
$70,  to  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,    $70. 


Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
2*1  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Supply 
Department : 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Clerks,  Ste- 
nographers, etc.,  15  (14)  at  $900  to  $1,600, 
$SS5.(>4,  to  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  2,  Temporary  Employees,  $710.28 ; 
A.  Personal  Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees, 
Clerk,    0     (1)     at    $1,000,    $175.3*. 


Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
ami  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Supply 
Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Clerks,  Ste- 
nographers, etc.,  15  (14)  at  $900  to  $1,600, 
$534.30,  to  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  ContraC 
Clerk,    0     (1)     at    $2,500,    $534.30. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
260  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Supply 
Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A.  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Clerks,  Ste- 
nographers,  etc..  15  (14)  at  $900  to  $1,600, 
$128.26,  to  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1.  Permanent  Employees.  Inspector 
and  Weigher,  1  at  $2,600  ($2,900).  S04.19; 
Inspector  and  Weigher,  1  at  $2,400  ($2,700), 
$64.07. 
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Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Superior 
Court,    Civil    Session,    Clerk's    Office: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $2,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  D, 
Supplies,    $2,000.  . 

From  the  appropriation  for  C,  Equipment, 
$200,  to  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,    $200. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Munic- 
ipal    Court,     West     Roxbury     District: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Court  Of- 
ficers, 2  (3)  at  $2,300-$2,400,  $90,  to  the 
appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service,  2, 
Temporary   Employees,   $90. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  District 
Court    of    Chelsea: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $300,  to  the  appropriation  for  D, 
Supplies,    $300. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Reg- 
istry   Department : 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $400,  to  the  appropriation  for  D, 
Supplies,   $400.- 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Assess- 
ing  Department : 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Assessors, 
2  at  $6,000,  $758.58,  to  the  appropriation  for 
A,  Personal  Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees, 
Chief    Clerk,    1    at    $3,900,    $758.58. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the  follow- 
ing transfer  in  the  appropriations  for  Build- 
ing   Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Inspectors, 
Building,  20  at  $2,300  to  $2,700,  $583.52,  to 
the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service, 
1,  Permanent  Employes,  Clerk  of  Department, 
0    (1)    at   $3,000,    $583.52. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


CHARLBSTOWN    DWELLING    LOCATIONS. 
The    following    was    received : 
City  of  Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    October   13,    1937. 
To   the    City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  Mr.  John  Carroll,  chairman 
of  the  Housing  Board,  relative  to  your  order 
of  August  30,  1937,  concerning  the  locations 
in  Oharlestown  to  be  investigated  as  possible 
undesirable  dwellings  and  fire  menaces. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,   Mayor. 

Department  of  Public  Welfare, 

October  4,    1937. 
To   the    Honorable   Frederick    W.    Mansfield. 

Report  on  the  Boston  City  Council  order 
passed  August  30,  1937,  which  reads  as 
follows : 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  he 
requested  to  submit  the  following  list  of 
locations  to  Mr.  John  Carroll,  chairman  of 
the  State  Board  of  Housing,  with  the  view 
of  eliminating  them  as  undesirable  dwellings 
and  a   fire  menace : 


"5  Cottage  street,  46  Cottage  street,  44 
Cottage  street,  42  Cottage  street,  40  Cottage 
street,  34  Cottage  street,  barn  at  corner  of 
Cottage  and  Medford  streets,  48  Polk  street, 
91  Elm  street,  93  Elm  street,  95  Elm  street, 
47  Monument  street,  34  St.  Martin  street,  36 
St  Martin  street,  38  St.  Martin  street,  2,  3,  4 
Bellows  place,  6  Marshall  place,  3,  4,  5  Neal 
court,  1,  4  Short  Street  place,  36  Dunstable 
street,  7  Frothingham  avenue,  21  Sullivan 
street,  2,  3  Badger  place,  3  Trenton  street, 
23  Jefferson  avenue,  63  Bartlett  street,  16 
Bartlqtt  street,  11  Lexington  avenue,  18 
Ferrin  street,  34  Ferrin  street,  44  Ferrin 
street,  36  Russell  street,  1,  2  Russell  place, 
7  Forest  place,  33  Auburn  street,  31  Auburn 
street,  5  Oak  avenue,  22  Walker  avenue,  36 
Russell  street,  2  Chauncey  place,  5  Tremont 
place,  7  Tremont  place,  5  Essex  street,  11 
Lynd>dboro'  street,  corner  Lyndeboroi'  and 
Middlesex  streets,  173  Rutherford  avenue,  37 
Moulton  street,  39  Moulton  street,  41  and  43 
Moulton  street,  barn  on  Edwards  street,  66 
and  68  School  street,  25  Monument  street,  294 
and   296   Main   street. 

"Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule." 

The  State  Board  of  Housing  has  examined 
the  above-named  properties  as  well  as  the  re- 
cords pertaining  to  them.  The  facts  are  as 
follows:  (See  attached  list.)  Out  of  a  total 
of  60  properties  three  addresses  were  un- 
known. The  City  of  Boston  was  in  possession 
of  four  properties  while  six  were  owned  by 
various  banks,  and  in  five  cases  the  buildings 
had  already  been  demolished.  The  city  held 
tax  titles  on  seventeen  parcels  and  city  deeds 
on  six  more.  A  physical  examination  dis- 
closed that  there  were  thirty-seven  buildings 
in  bad  condition,  all  of  which  should  be 
demolished. 

Demolition  of  unfit  and  substandard  dwell- 
ings is  of  primary  importance  in  any  hous- 
ing program ;  therefore,  we  recommend  that 
the  Boston  City  Council  request  the  Build- 
ing and  Health  Departments  of  the  city  to 
take  whatever  action  is  possible  under  the 
existing  laws  to  demolish  these  buildings.  We 
would  also  like  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that  there  are  in  Charlestown  hundreds 
of  other  buildings  in  equally  bad  condition 
and  that  the  Real  Property  Inventory  taken 
in  1934  disclosed  the  fact  that  there  were 
3.912  houses  in  the  City  of  Boston  unfit 
for   habitation. 

There  is  ample  authority  in  the  law  for  the 
vacation  or  closing  of  substandard  build- 
ings, but  the  authority  for  compulsory  demoli- 
tion of  such  structures  is  doubtful.  In  view 
of  the  seriousness  of  this  ever-increasing 
problem,  legal  means  should  be  developed  giv- 
ing municipal  enforcement  agencies  the  right 
to  tear  down  insanitary  buildings  or  improve 
them   to  comply   with   the  law. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
State    Board    of    Housing, 

John   Carroll, 

Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The    following    petitions    were    received    and 
referred  to  the  committees   named,  viz.: 
Claims. 

Andrew  A.  Aicardi,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  99  Old  Harbor  street, 
caused    by    blockage   of   sewer. 

Paul  J.  Campbell,  for  compensation  for 
loss  of  personal  property  at  Long  Island  Hos- 
pital. 

Margaret  Dinan,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  19 
Bowman   street,  Dorchester. 

Mrs.  Harry  E.  Dupee,  Jr.,  for  compensa- 
tion for  injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect 
at   Milk    and    Washington   streets. 

Ida  Fairneny,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Albany  Street  Bridge. 

Frank  Forziatti,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  107  Bennington  street, 
caused   by   leak   in   water  pipe. 
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David  J.  Greenberg,  for  refund  on  refuse 
tickets. 

Evelyn  Keefe,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Franklin 
street    tunnel. 

Mary  R.  Larkin,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  346  Saratoga  street, 
during   installation  of  meter. 

Alida  Lindstromn,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  695  Massachusetts  ave- 
nue,  caused  by  stones    thrown   from   street. 

Edward  Logue,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries   caused    by    city    truck. 

Mrs.  Frank  G.  Luzio,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  14  Langley  road, 
Brighton,    caused   by    collapse   of    water   boiler. 

Miss  F.  M.  Mansfield,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  West 
Canton    and    Washington    streets. 

Louis  D.  Martell,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  17  Waldemar  avenue, 
caused  toy  broken    water    hydrant. 

Leonard  Passalaqua,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  19  Sullivan  street, 
Charlestown,  caused  by  bursting  of  water 
main. 

Mrs.  Harry  A.  Smith,  for  compensation  for 
dnjiurieS'  caused  by  ian  alleged  defect  at 
Hawley    and    Summer    streets. 

M.  P.  White  Company,'  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  55  Stuart  street, 
caused    by    defect    in   sewer. 

George  B.  Farrell,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  city  truck. 


LEASE   OF    SHARP    SCHOOL. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the 
iSchool  Comimittee  'requesting  Council  to 
authorize  said  committee  to  lease  to  Boston 
Police  Post  No.  101S,  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars,  and  Boston  School  Post,  Veterans  of 
Foreign  Wars,  the  Sharp  School,  corner  of 
Pinckney  and   Anderson  streets. 

Placed  on   file. 


ASSIGNMENT    OF    JUDGES. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Arthur 
P.  Rugg,  Chief  Justice,  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  assigning  judges  of  District  Courts  to 
act  as  judges  of  Appellate  Divisions  and 
designation  of  members  of  the  Administrative 
Committee  of  District  Courts  to  fill  vacancies 
existing   on   October   1,    1937. 

Placed  on  file. 


DESIGNATION     OF    OFFICERS. 

Communications  were  received  from  Arthur 
P.  Rugg,  Chief  Justice  of  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  designating  Mayhew  R.  Hitch  of  New 
Bedford  as  chairman  of  Administrative  Com- 
mittee of  the  Probate  Courts  for  a  term  ex- 
piring October  1,  1938,  and  John  C.  Leggat 
of  Lowell  to  service  on  Administrative  Com- 
mittee of  the  Probate  Courts  for  term  ex- 
piring   October    1,    1940. 

Severally   placed   on    file. 


ELECTION     IN     ELEVENTH     CONGRES- 
SIONAL   DISTRICT. 

A  precept  was  received  from  the  Governor 
of  the  Commonwealth  for  an  election  to  (be 
held  on  Tuesday,  December  14,  1937,  to  fill 
vacancy  in  office  of  Representative  in  Con- 
gress for  the  Eleventh  District  caused  by 
resignation  of   John   P.    Higgins. 

The  communication  was  placed  on  file,  and 
President  FITZGERALD  offered  the  following 
orders  : 

Ordered,  That  meetings  of  the  citizens  of 
this  city  qualified  to  vote  for  state  officers  be 
held  in  the  Eleventh  Congressional  District, 
Wards  1,  2  and  3,  and  Precincts  1, 
2,    3,   4,    5,    6,    7,   8   and   9   of   Ward    8,   at   the 


several  polling  places  designated  for  the  pur- 
pose by  the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 
on  Tuesday,  the  fourteenth  day  of  December, 
1937,  to  give  in  their,  votes  for  a  Representa- 
tive in  Congress   to  fill  a  vacancy. 

The  polls  at  said  meeting  shall  be  opened 
at  eight  o'clock  a.  m.  and  closed  at  eight 
o'clock   p.   m. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed 
to  give  notice  of  said  meetings  by  publishing 
the   same   as    required   by   law. 

Passed   under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

Applications  for  minors'  licenses  were  re- 
ceived from  thirty-two  newsboys  and  five 
bootblacks. 

Granted    under    usual    conditions. 


REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMISSION  RE 
CODMAN  HILL  CONSTRUCTION  COM- 
PANY. 

The  following   was   received : 
City  of  Boston, 
Finance    Commission,    October    6,    1937. 
To   the    Honorable  the    City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — At  a  meeting  of  your  Honorable 
Body  held  on  April  5,  1937,  an  order  was 
adopted  and  transmitted  to  the  Finance 
Commission  requesting  the  commission  to 
make  an  investigation  into  the  transactions 
of  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company 
with  the  George  Robert  White  Fund  and 
with    the   city   departments. 

The  commission  engaged  George  R.  Farnum, 
Esquire,  as  special  counsel  to  conduct  the 
investigation  as  requested  by  you.  Mr.  Far- 
num has  presented  to  the  commission  the 
fourth  in  a  series  of  reports  by  which  he 
intends  to  summarize  t)he  evidence  produced 
in  his  investigation.  This  report  has  been 
accepted  by  the   commission. 

The  commission   hereupon   submits   to  you   a 
copy    of    this     fourth    report    as    a     reply,    in 
part,   to   your   request   for   an    investigation. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Davtd     Lasker,     Chairman, 
E.  Mark  Sullivan, 
Jambs    E.    Maguire, 
Joseph    Scolponeti, 

The    Finance    Commission. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Robinson  was  unable  to  attend 
the  meeting  at  which  this  letter  was  adopted 
because  he  was  out  of  town.  Mr.  Lasker 
voted  to  accept  the  report  as  Mr.  Farnum's 
report,  but  with  the  understanding  that  cer- 
tain conclusions  of  Mr.  Farnum  he  does  not 
agree  with  and  will  treat  of  them  in  a  later  re- 
port. 

Boston,  October  5,  1937. 
To  the  Finance  Commission  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 
Gentlemen, — I  am  submitting  herewith  my 
fourth  and  last  report  on  the  investigation  of 
the  transactions  of  the  Codman  Hill  Con- 
struction Company  with  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund.  This  report  deals  primarily  with 
the  collective  and  individual  responsibility  of 
the  trustees. 

General    Responsibility    of    Board    of    Trustees. 

The  late  George  Robert  White  made  it  em- 
inently clear  in  his  will  that  the  fundamental 
responsibility  for  the  protection  and  manage- 
ment of  the  Fund  was  imposed  on  the  Board 
of  Trustees.  His  will  explicitly  provided  that 
"the  control  and  management"  of  the  Fund 
"and  the  disbursement  of  the  income  shall  be 
in    the   hands"    of    the   five   trustees. 

This  primary  responsibility  could  not  be 
delegated  to  others.  However,  the  trustees 
might  properly  depend  on  subordinates  to 
look  after  routine  matters  and  details  of 
management  in  the  usual  course  of  business. 

Making   every    due   and    liberal   allowance   as 
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to  the  extent  to  which  they  might  reasonably 
delegate  responsibility  to  others,  on  all  the 
evidence  the  conclusion  is  inescapable  that 
they  were  in  many  particulars  remiss  in  the 
discharge   of   the  duties    they   owed    the   Fund. 

The  trustees  entirely  failed  to  establish 
any  adequate  system  of  procedure  for  the 
protection  of  the  Fund  in  respect  to  repairs 
which  in  less  than  two  years  reached,  under 
Hall,  the  unprecedented  amount  of  over 
$HiGi8,000.  As  repair  bills  were  constantly  in- 
creasing, it  can  only  be  conjectured  what  they 
would  ultimately  have  totalled  had  not  this 
investigation  put  an  end  to  the  work  of 
the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  and 
awakened  the  trustees  and  department  heads 
concerned  to  a  full  sense  of  their  duties. 

Among  other  deficiencies  in  management  for 
which  the  trustees  cannot  Bhift  responsibility 
to  subordinates  may  be  enumerated  the  follow- 
ing: 

1.  The  authority  of  Hall,  the  manager  of 
the  real  estate,  to  incur  obligations  without 
the  previous  authorization  of  the  trustees  was 
never    adequately    denned. 

2.  The  order  system  which  obtained  in 
all  the  other  departments  of  the  city  under 
the  Mayor's  control  was  not  adopted  until 
this    investigation    emphasized    its    importance. 

3.  No  method  was  devised  by  the  trustees 
whereby  the  accuracy  or  honesty  of  the  charges 
for  labor,  equipment  or  materials  could  be 
checked  or  to  ascertain  that  the  work  was 
properly     done. 

4.  The  trustees  failed  to  discover  that  the 
checking  and  auditing  of  the  bills — particularly 
for  general  repairs — was  to  all  intents  and 
purposes    a    mere    formality. 

5.  The  total  disregard  of  the  obligation  to 
obtain  competing  bids  and  the  favoring  of 
the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  with 
a  monopoly  of  the  work,  was  due  to  the  neg- 
ligence   of    the   trustees. 

■6.  The  trustees  failed  from  beginning  to 
end  to  define  the  duties  of  Hall  as  manager 
of  the  real  state  and  Driscoll  as  clerk  of  the 
Fund. 

7.  No  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
exercised  any  real  oversight  of  the  system  of 
accounts   kept   by   the   Fund. 

8.  The  trustees  neglected  to  adopt  a  method 
whereby  they  would  be  kept  apprised  as  to 
what  repairs  were  being  made,  who  was 
making  them,  or  the  detailed  or  aggregate  cost 
to    the    Fund. 

9.  The  trustees  awarded  the  $30,000  con- 
tract for  waterproofing  the  basement  at  190- 
200  Boylston  street  to  the  Codman  Hill  Con- 
struction Company  without  any  consideration 
or  vote  at  any  meeting.  They  neglected  to 
discover  that  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  was  without  experience  in  the  work 
and  that  no  preliminary  survey  or  estimate 
of  cost  had  been  made  by  any  competent 
representative    of    the    White    Fund. 

10.  The  trustees  awarded  the  supplementary 
contract  for  foundation  work  to  the  Codman 
Hill  Construction  Company  at  an  additional 
cost  of  not  -over  $45,000  in  disregard  of  a 
detailed  estimate  of  $29,877  by  the  Building 
Commissioner  of  the  city. 

11.  The  trustees  neglected  to  ascertain  that 
the  waterproofing  and  foundation  work  were 
never  competently  supervised  and  inspected 
and  that  at  least  one  major  feature  of  the 
former    was    defectively    done. 

Had  the  trustees  been  reasonably  attentive 
to  _  their  duties  and  fairly  alert  to  what  was 
going  on,  the  whole  or  a  large  part  of  the 
losses  suffered  by  the  Fund  in  the  transactions 
with  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company 
would    have   been    prevented. 

Responsibility  of  the  Mayor  as  Chairman. 

Among  the  trustees  the  highest  degree  of 
responsibility  was  that  imposed  on  the  Mayor. 
As  chairman  of  the  Board,  the  duty  was  placed 
upon  him  by  a  vote  of  the  trustees  to  approve 
all  the  bills  against  the  Fund.  In  practice 
he  did  so  when  not  absent  from  the  city. 

Furthermore,  as  Mayor,  he  appointed  and 
controlled  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
Hall,  who  managed  the  real  estate  of  the  Fund, 
and   City  Auditor  Fox,   who   was   charged   With 


the  duties  of  supervising  its  accounts  and 
auditing  its  bills.  To  all  intents  and  purposes, 
the  Mayor  as  chairman  shifted  practically  all 
responsibility  for  the  administration  of  the 
business  of  the  Fund  to  bis  subordinates — 
HaD,  Driscoll,  the  clerk  of  the  White  Fund, 
and  Fox.  He  was  justified  in  delegating  to 
them  the  routine  details  of  the  work.  He 
was  not  justified,  however,  in  making  no  in- 
quiry whatever  as  to  the  system  established 
or  the  methods  followed  to  protect  the  Fund 
or  in  making  no  check-up  on  how  his  sub- 
ordinates were  performing  their  work.  This 
was  particularly  so  in  the  light  of  the  things 
which  came  to  his  attention  from  time  to 
time  and  which  should  have  put  a  diligent 
fiduciary    on    his    guard. 

On  his  own  admission  he  never  examined 
a  single  bill,  stating,  "I  have  no  personal 
knowledge  of  the  contents  of  individual  bills." 
Concededly,  no  one  could  reasonably  expect 
the  Mayor  to  personally  audit  the  bills.  He 
should  have  required,  however,  their  previous 
audit  by  Fox  before  putting  his  written  ap- 
proval  upon   them. 

Had  he  examined  them,  even  superficially, 
his  suspicions  would  have  been  immediately 
aroused,  particularly  as  to  many  of  the  truck- 
ing charges.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Fox  testified 
that  some  of  the  bills  on  their  face  called  for 
an  explanation.  Nevertheless,  Fox  stated  that 
the  Mayor  had  never  consulted  him  though 
he    assumed    that    he    had    called    upon    Hall. 

Hall,  however,  testified  that  he  had  no  recol- 
lection that  the  Mayor  had  ever  discussed 
with  him  any  of  the  bills  before  approving 
them. 

Furthermore,  from  the  sheet  called  the 
statement  of  invoices  attached  to  each  month's 
sheaf  of  bills  and  in  which  he  wrote  his 
approval,  the  Mayor  was  immediately  ap- 
prised that  no  written  orders  were  being 
issued  for  any  of  the  general  repair  bills, 
that  the  amount  was  increasing  in  an  un- 
precedented way,  and  that  the  work  was  being 
all  done  by  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  owned  by  his  old  friend  and  client, 
William    J.   Driscoll. 

Finally,  his  fellow  trustees  had  a  right  to 
expect  of  him  something  more  than  placing 
his    signature    thereon    as    a    mere    formality. 

There  is  no  testimony  that  the  Mayor 
personally  or  directly  profited  from  the  ex- 
ploitation of  the  White  Fund  by  the  Codman 
Hill  Construction  Company.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  is  abundant  evidence  that  he  de- 
liberately or  negligently  closed  his  eyes  to  much 
of  what  was  going  on,  that  he  has  under- 
taken to  defend  transactions  which  have  been 
shown  to  be  highly  questionable  or  fraudulent. 
and  that  he  has,  in  effect,  exonerated  sub- 
ordinates who  neglected  their  duties  and  be- 
trayed   the   Fund. 

Additionally,  in  spite  of  all  that  has  been 
shown  about  the  relations  of  the  Codman 
Hill  Construction  Company  with  the  White 
Fund,  including  the  mysterious  disappear- 
ance of  all  the  books  and  records  of  the  com- 
pany after  the  investigation  began  and  the 
commitment  of  its  two  principal  officers  to 
jail  for  contempt  in  that  connection,  and  the 
large  amount  of  unexplained  withdrawals  from 
its  bank  account,  he  has  persisted  in  its 
defence  and  has  apparently  maintained  his 
cordial  relations  with  William  J.  Driscoll, 
owner  of   the   company. 

Responsibility   of    City    Auditor   Fox. 

A  high  degree  of  responsibility  likewise  de- 
volved on  Charles  J.  Fox.  He  occupied  a 
triple  position  towards  the  business  of  the 
White  Fund — first,  as  City  Auditor,  secondly, 
as  trustee  of  the  Fund,  and  last,  as  its  auditor 
under  a  special  vote  of  the  trustees.  All  the 
bills  against  the  Fund  went  through  his  office 
for  examination   and  audit  before  payment. 

On  his  own  admission,  he  did  not  consider 
that  his  obligations  as  trustee  added  any- 
thing to  his  duties  as  City  Auditor.  This  was 
a  most  unfortunate  attitude,  and  if  literally 
true  constituted  a  repudiation  of  a  large 
measure  of  fundamental  responsibility  that 
he    should    have    assumed. 
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Furthermore,  his  attitude  was  the  same  in 
regard)  to  those  duties  imposed  upon  him  by 
the  vote  of  the  trustees  which  required  him 
among  other  things  "to  examine  all  bills  and 
demands,  ...  to  see  that  they  have  been 
incurred  and  properly  approved  by  some 
person  duly  authorized  in  accordance  with  such 
authority,  ...  to  audit  the  accounts  of 
all  transactions  and  expenditures  connected 
with  and  concerning  the  management"  of 
the  Fund,  and  "to  keep  the  books  relating  to 
the   management"   of  the  Fund. 

In  disregard  of  this  vote  he  exercised  little 
or  no  supervision  of  any  sort  over  the  books 
and  records  of  the  Fund  at  any  time  and  was, 
in  fact,  surprisingly  ignorant  of  what  they 
consisted.  He  neglected  to  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  order  system — whose  im- 
portance he  admitted — until  the  investigation 
disclosed  this  lack  of  protection  of  the  Fund. 

He  admitted  that  with  two  or  three  ex- 
ceptions, he  never  saw  any  of  the  bills,  iiiaw 
it  happened  that  these  bills  were  approved 
for  payment  in  view  of  what  was  disclosed  on 
their  face,  and  other  circumstances  which 
should  have  aroused  the  suspicions  of  any 
diligent  and  competent  auditor  or  examiner, 
is  hard  to  explain.  Either  the  examination 
of  the  bills  was  perfunctory  and  lax,  or  in- 
fluences of  some  sort  were  exerted  to  put 
them  through.  It  is  difficult  to  explain 
everything  on  the  basis  of  mere  negligence  of 
Fox    and    his    subordinates. 

Responsibility    of    Trustee    Fitzgerald. 

John  I.  Fitzgerald,  as  President  of  the  Bos- 
ton City  Council,  has  as  such  been  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  White  'Fund 
since   January,    1935. 

'  Fitzgerald  seems  to  have  'acted  from  the 
beginning  and  until  the  investigation  largely 
or  wholly  on  the  assumption  that  he  could 
rely  entirely  on  others  to  volunteer  informa- 
tion that  he  as  trustee  should  possess.  As  a 
result,  he  made  little  or  no  inquiries  as  to 
what  was  going  on.  He  claimed  that  he  had 
no  conception  of  the  aggregate  of  repair  bills 
that  were  piling  up,  explaining  that  "we 
never  dreamed  in  the  wildest  moments  that  in 
any  one  year  the  expenditures  would  mount 
up    to   $50,000   or    $60,000." 

He  furthermore  claimed  that  he  was  igno- 
rant of  the  monopoly  granted  the  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company  for  general  repairs. 
However,  on  [February  29,  1936,  repair  bills 
of  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company 
against  the  Fund  amounting  to  $1,399.57,  on 
July  31  bills  aggregating  $5,102.48  and  on 
October  31  bills  totaling  $4,075.75  were  ap- 
proved by  him  as  acting  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor 
as  chairman.  He  -was  apprised  from  these 
that  repair  bills  were  being  incurred  in  an 
unprecedented  amount — over  $10,500  in  three 
months — and  that  the  work  was  all  being  done 
by  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company. 
It  will  also  be  recalled  that  the  Finance  Com- 
mission had  previously  filed  several  reports 
dealing,  among  other  things,  with  the  relations 
of  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company 
to  the  Administration.  As  a  politically 
sophisticated  and  well  posted  member  of  the 
City  Government,  these  bills  should  have  put 
him  on  his  inquiry.  However,  he  appears  to 
have  approved  them  without  making  any  in- 
vestigation and  as  a  mere  matter  of  official 
routine. 

Furthermore,  Fitzgerald  admitted  he  was 
informed  of  the  fact  that  Roemer  had  esti- 
mated the  cost  of  the  foundation  work  at 
190-200  Boylston  street  at  $29,877.  In  spite 
of  this  fact,  however,  he  raised  no  question 
as  to  the  awarding  of  the  contract  to  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  at  an 
outside  figure  of   $45,000. 

Responsibilities    of    Trustees    Warren    and 
Wads  worth. 

Eliot  Wadsworth  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  since  July,  1933,  and 
Bentley  W.  Warren  since  October,  1934 ;  the 
former  by  reason  of  his  presidency  of  the 
Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  latter 
by   reason   of  his   presidency  of   the   Bar   Asso- 


ciation of  the  City  of  Boston.  Both  are  men  of 
high  standing  in  the  community.  Unfortu- 
nately, however,  for  that  protection  of  the 
White  Fund  which  they  could  have  readily 
afforded,  they  did  not  awaken  to  a  realization 
of  their  full  responsibilities  until  the  investi- 
gation disclosed  woefully  lax  and  inefficient 
methods  of  administration  of  the  Fund  and 
its  exploitation  by  the  Codman  Hill  Con- 
struction  Company. 

They  regarded  their  duties  as  trustees  as 
primarily  concerned  with  investments  and  with 
projects  to  be  undertaken — at  least  after  May, 
1935,  when  the  administration  of  the  real 
estate  and  property  of  the  Fund  was  put  into 
the    hands   of   the    regular   city   departments. 

As  a  result  of  this  attitude,  they  gave  sub- 
stantially no  concern  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  real  estate  -was  managed  except  so  far 
as  specific  matters  were  presented  to  tbem 
for  action  at  meetings  of  the  Board.  In 
general  they  assumed  that  the  amount  of 
repair  bills  under  Ball  would  continue  to 
approximate  those  incurred  under  Logan,  un- 
less they  were  otherwise  informed.  They 
knew  nothing  of  the  system  or  lack  of  system 
for  ordering  work,  inspecting  performance, 
approving  results,  and  checking  and  auditing 
the  bills.  They  made  few  or  no  inquiries  about 
the  matter  and  remained  in  ignorance  of  the 
unprecedented  aggregate  of  general  repair  bills 
being  incurred  under  Hall  and  the  monopoly 
granted  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Com- 
pany   until    the     investigation. 

On  September  14,  1936,  however,  two  bills 
run  up  by  Hall  without  previous  authority 
and  aggregating  about  $7,000  were  presented 
ait  a  meeting  of  the  Board  and  after  some 
discussion  were  approved.  That  the  work  had 
been  done  by  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  does  not  appear  to  have  been  dis- 
closed. This  incident,  however,  did  not  lead 
to    any    increased   vigilance  on   their   part. 

The  inference  is  inescapable  that  from  first 
to  last  information  to  which  they  were  entitled 
was  continuously  and  purposely  withheld 
from  them,  though  that  information  was 
readily  discoverable  had  they  made  any  real 
effort  to  keep  posted  as  to  what  was  going  on. 

When  details  of  the  laxity  and  inefficiency 
of  the  administration  of  the  business  of  the 
Fund  and  of  the  transactions  with  the  Codnnan 
Hill  Construction  Company  were  called  to 
their  attention — unlike  their  co-trustee,  the 
Mayor, — they  condemned  many  of  them  in  the 
most  vigorous   terms. 

Responsibility    of    Roswell    G.    Hall, 
Manager  of  the  Real  Estate  of  the  White  Fund. 

Roswell  G.  Hall  was  seriously  derelict  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He  neglected 
the  most  elementary  precautions  to  protect 
the  Fund,  gave  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  a  monopoly  of  the  repairs — whether 
on  his  own  volition  or  by  dictation  of  others — 
and  approved  the  bills  without  any  personal 
knowledge  of  or  check  on  the  accuracy  or 
honesty  of  a  single  item.  In  fact,  he  re- 
pudiated substantially  all  responsibility  from 
the  beginning,  admitting  at  the  hearings  that 
he  regarded  his  subordinate,  Driscoll, — the 
clerk  of  the  Board, — as  the  actual  manager. 

It  is  furthermore  apparent  from  the  evidence 
that  from  first  to  last  he  withheld  from  the 
trustees  important  information  to  which  they 
were  entitled.  His  conduct  in  numerous  partic- 
ulars was  severly  censured  during  the  hear- 
ings by  Trustees  Fitzgerald,  Wadsworth  and 
Warren. 

Conclusion. 

Although  Hall  took  full  responsibility  for  all 
the  work  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Com- 
pany received  from  his  Department  of  Public 
Buildings  and  for  the  monopoly  of  White 
Fund  repairs,  the  reasons  he  gave  for  select- 
ing this  company — its  alleged  high  standing, 
experience,  satisfactory  work,  etc., — obviously 
cannot    be  'believed. 

Furthermore,  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  received  work  from  other  city  de- 
partments with  whom  Hall  had  no  connec- 
tion under  similar  circumstances.  Christopher 
J.  Carven,  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  until 
January,     1937,    not    only    gave    the    company 
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work  in  his  department  but  selected  it  as 
the  contractor  to  receive  all  the  patch-paving 
work  of  public  utilities  companies  in  a  desig- 
nated district  of  the  city.  Carven  declined 
an  invitation  to  appear  and  later,  when  sum- 
moned, sent  in  word  that  he  was  too  ill  to 
testify. 

It  seems  quite  apparent  from  all  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  case  that  the  selection  of 
the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  to 
do  the  White  Fund  repairs — as  its  selection  to 
do  other  city  work — was  the  result  of  in- 
fluences close  to  the  Administration,  and  that 
— as  in  so  many  other  cases — a  subordinate 
has  assumed   the   role   of  scapegoat. 

Furthermore,  the  inference  seems  inescap- 
able that  others  than  those  openly  and  officially 
connected  with  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  participated  in  the  profits  of  the 
White  Fund  and  other  city  work.  Apart  from 
the  circumstances  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  work  was  given  out,  the  way  it  was  per- 
formed and  the  method  by  which  the  bills  were 
handled,  the  significance  of  the  mysterious 
disappearance  of  the  books  of  the  Codman 
Hill  Construction  Company  and  the  unex- 
plained withdrawals  from  its  bank  account 
cannot  be  overlooked. 

While  I  have  said  that  there  was  no  evidence 
that  the  Mayor  personally  profited,  the  only 
plausible  explanation  of  his  conduct  during 
the  hearings  is  that  he  is  covering  up  inef- 
ficiency in  the  administration  of  the  White 
Fund  and  some  of  the  city  departments,  or 
worse. 

Though  I  am  satisfied,  as  pointed  out,  that 
the  profits  of  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  were  secretly  shared  by  persons  not 
openly  and  officially  connected  with  the  com- 
pany, I  am  unable  to  identify  these  persons. 
This  is  due  primarily  to  the  mysterious  dis- 
appearance of  all  the  books  and  records  of 
the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  deal- 
ing with  the  transactions  with  the  White 
Fund  and  the  city  departments  from  the  begin- 
ning. It  is  also  due  to  the  impossibility  of 
getting  any  explanation  from  the  company's 
officials  as  to  what  became  of  the  money 
mysteriously  withdrawn  from  the  company's 
bank  account  as  well  as  to  the  disappearance 
of  all  the  company's  cancelled  checks. 
iRespectfully     submitted, 

George  R.  Farnum, 
Special    Counsel. 

Placed  on   file. 


PURCHASES   BY   HOSPITAL   TRUSTEES. 

Uoun.   DOHERTY   offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Hospital  Trustees  be 
instructed,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
make  no  further  purchases  of  foreign-made 
goods  and  purchase  nothing  but  materials  and 
instruments    made   in    Boston. 

Coun.  DOHERTY — (My  purpose  in  introduc- 
ing this  order  is  a  letter  I  received  from  one 
of  the  people  who  is  doing  business  in  the 
district  I  represent.  It  has  been  called  to 
my  attention  that  syringes  and  needles  used 
in  the  hospital  at  Long  Island  are  made  in 
Japan  and  sold  by  American  companies,  and 
I  believe  at  this  time  it  is  proper  that  if  any 
of  these  things  are  made  in  the  United  States, 
and  especially  in  the  City  of  Boston,  they 
should    use   them. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


DISTRIBUTION    OF    HAND    BILLS. 
Coun.    DOWD   offered    the   following: 
An    Ordinance   Concerning   Distribution   of 
Hand    Bills. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the   City  Council  of  Boston, 
as    follows : 
Section    forty-one   of   chapter    thirty-nine   of 
the     Revised     Ordinances     of     1925     is     hereby 
amended    by   striking    out    all    after    the    word 
"matter"  in  the  sixth   line  of  said  section   and 
inserting    in    place   of   the   clause   stricken    out 
the  following:    "or,   except   in   accordance  with 
a    permit    from    the    commissioner    of    public 


works,  distribute  to  persons  on  a  street, 
hand  bills,  cards,  circulars,  or  papers  of  any 
kind    except    newspapers." 

Referred   to   the    Committee  on   Ordinances. 


ROPING  OFF  STREETS. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  Commonwealth  avenue,  be- 
tween Hereford  and  Arlington  streets  on  the 
plantation  side,  be  roped  off  on  November 
11,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Armistice  Day 
parade,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  City  Council,  Ropes  and 
Stakes. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the  rule. 


INCREASED     WELFARE     ALLOTMENTS. 

Coun.   BRACKMAN  offered    the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  he  re- 
quested to  instruct  the  Overseers  of  the 
Public  Welfare  Department  to  consider  the 
advisability   of    increasing   welfare   allotments. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN— With  reference  to  the 
last  order,  I  notice  that  the  welfare  budgets 
have  not  been  increased  in  any  way  during 
this  period  of  high  food  prices.  I  submit 
there  ought  to  be  some  change  in  the  schedule 
to  take  care  of  the  increased  costs  in  both 
food   and  clothing. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


ELEVATED   SCHEDULE. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  offered 
the    following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  re- 
quest the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  to  establish  a  ten-minute  schedule 
on  the  Fields  Corner-Dudley  Street  line  run- 
ning via  Dorchester  avenue  to  Savin  Hill 
avenue,  through  Uphams  Corner,  this  schedule 
to  be  in  effect  during  rush  hours. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the  rule. 


SALE  OF  GUNS. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 

'Ordered,  That  (the  PoUce  Commissioner, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested 
to  impose  regulations  forbidding  the  sale  of 
guns  of  any  character  unless  the  Police  De- 
partment approves  such  sale,  those  now  hav- 
ing guns  or  firearms  to  immediately  register 
with    the   police   authorities. 

Coun.  McGRATH— Mr.  President,  I  intro- 
duced this  order  regarding  the  sale  of  guns 
and  firearms,  and  I  have  in  mind  some  of  the 
raids  that  have  been  made  by  the  police  in 
the  last  few  weeks  where  arsenals  have  been 
found.  Now  if  these  guns  were  registered 
with  the  Police  Department  and  it  was  re- 
ported every  six  months,  or  within  some 
period  of  the  year,  those  who  are  missing 
these  guns  would  so  refer  the  matter  to 
the  police  and  then,  in  turn,  when  the  police 
apprehended  these  bandits  they  would  know 
from  where  the  guns  came.  If  these  stores 
that  now  sell  guns, — when  the  purchaser 
enters  the  store  and  wants  to  purchase  a  gun. 
he  would  have  to  receive  the  indorsement  of 
the  police  authorities,  and  then  there  would 
be  less  sales  of  guns  and  probably  less  shoot- 
ing and  killing. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


LAYING    OUT    OF    FRANKFORT    STREET. 

Coun.  SELVTTELLA  offered  the  following : 
Ordered.  That  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  that  portion 
of  Frankfort  street,  East  Boston,  that  is 
now  a  private  way,  a  public  highway. 
Passed   under   suspension   of   the  rule. 
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HAT    POISON    IN   SCHOOL    BUILDINGS. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
issue  such  orders  as  will  result  in  the  discon- 
tinuance of  the  use  in  all  public  school  build- 
ings, and  more  particularly  in  kindergarten 
and  primary  grades,  of  rat  poison  or  any 
other  methods  which  endanger  the  lives  and 
safety   of   the   children    attending   said   schools. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA — Mr.  President,  that 
last  order  has  reference  to  the  unfortunate 
death  last  Thursday  of  a  young  boy  five  years 
of  age  attending  the  kindergarten  grade  of 
the  James  Otis  School.  This  young  boy,  one 
of  a  large  family  of  ten,  while  on  his  way 
to  the  basement  saw  a  piece  of  bread  on  the 
floor.  This  boy  picked  up  the  (piece  of  bread 
and  ate  a  portion  of  that  bread  and  within 
three  hours  that  little  lad  of  five  years  of 
age  died  of  poisoning'.  An  investigation  by 
the  police  disclosed  that  at  nine  o'clock  that 
morning  the  janitor  or  custodian  of  that 
building  saw  the  bread  ion  the  floor  but  made 
no  effort  to  clean  up  or  take  that  bread  off 
the  floor.  I  understand  that  there  is  a  statute 
prohibiting  the  use  of  poisonous  substances 
in  tihe  primary  grades  of  our  schools,  but  yet 
that  unfortunate  death  of  this  boy  has  caused 
pity  not  only  for  the  family  but  also  caused 
an  alarming  fear  on  the  part  of  the  parents 
of  other  little  boys  and  girls  in  the  vicinity 
of  that  school.  I  understand  this  morning 
that  more  than  a  dozen  mothers  refused  to 
send  their  little  boys  and  girls  to  this  school 
unless  some  assurance  was  given  to  them 
that  either  this  school  building  be  rid  of  the 
rats  or  that  there  were  no  other  poisons  in 
the  building.  These  mothers  are  now  boy- 
cotting that  school  until  they  know  that  their 
little  ones  are  safe,  and  they  say  it  is  almost 
criminal  negligence  on  somebody's  part  '  to 
have  put  that  rat  poison  in  such  a  position 
as  to  be  attractive  to  youngsters  of  the 
kindergarten  grade.  For  no  reason  other  than 
to  prevent  an  occurrence  of  such  a  death  have  I 
filed  this  order,  asking  the  prohibiting  of  the 
use  of  such  poisonous  substances  as  will 
cause  the  death  of  any  other  boy  or  girl. 
*  The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

'Later  in  the  session,  speaking  by  unanimous 
consent,   .Coun.   NORTON   said: 

Mr.  President,  the  councilor  from  Ward  1, 
East  'Boston,  introduced  an  order  having  to 
do  with  the  death  of  a  child  in  East  Boston 
as  a  result  of  eating  a  biscuit  poisoned  with 
rat  poison  in  the  school.  Adding  to  that 
order,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  understand,  from 
what  I  consider  to  be  fairly  reliable  authority, 
that  in  the  schools  at  the  present  time  there 
is  a  system  of  killing  rats  which  has  as  its 
base  the  poisoning  of  food — bread  and  biscuits. 
The  particular  poison  from  which  this  child 
died  is  yellow  phosphorous,  a  sweetened  syrup 
and  oil  of  anise.  In  addition  to  this  poison,  is 
another  poison  which  is  also  -made  up  of  a 
substance  which  has  been  steamed  with  strych- 
nine. Now,  my  objection  is  this.  This  partic- 
ular form  of  rat  elimination  has  been  used 
because  of  economy.  We  can  eliminate  the 
rats  from  the  Boston  schools  with  traps  and 
the  proper  use  of  gases  after  hours.  This  is 
what  is  known  as  an  economy  measure.  We 
have  at  this  time  thousands  of  children  in 
the  Boston  schools  who  are  hungry — we  know 
that.  Our  own  Boston  school  physicians  have 
admitted  that  thousands  are  suffering  from 
malnutrition.  Now,  with  that  situation  exist- 
ing among  135,000-odd  children  this  is  wrong. 
Any  child  will  pick  up  a  biscuit  or  piece  of 
bread.  I  believe,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this 
city  which  is  spending  millions  of  dollars 
wastefully  can  see  to  it  that  this  elimination 
in  the  public  schools  is  carried  on  in  a 
modern,  up-to-date,  safe  and  sanitary  method 
through  the  use  of  traps  and  the  other  methods 
I  have  suggested.  I  understand  for  years  the 
Boston  schools  had  that  system  in  vogue. 
With  this  youngster  picking  up  that  biscuit 
and  dying  as  a  result  of  that  poison,  it  seems 
it  should  have  been  possible  for  us  to  have 
traps  in  that  school,  and  if  so  that  child  would 


have  been  alive  today.  There  again  is  the 
economy  argument.  It  seems  too  bad  in!  a 
city  which  spends  $2,000,000  on  snowstorms 
and  thousands  of  dollars  wastefully  on  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company,  which 
burned  its  books  one  year  and  lost  them  this 
year,  where  they  can  appoint  so  many  con- 
stables, that  this  city  should  have  to  economize 
in  matters  such  as  this.  Let  the  preventable 
death  of  this  poor  child  spur  the  city  on  to  see  to 
it  that  thousands  of  other  poor  children  _  in 
the  school  system,  who  today  are  not  getting 
a  glass  of  milk  a  day  and  food  enough,  will 
get  enough  to  eat  so  that  they  won't  have 
to  be  picking  up  biscuits  from  the  streets  to 
eat.  Bats  in  our  schools  can  be  eliminated  by 
traps. 

Coun.  MELLEN — I  know  the  councilor  who 
just  spoke  realizes  that  the  School  Committee 
members  have  nothing  to  do  or  to  say,  have 
no  direct  jurisdiction  over  the  cleaning  and 
proper  policing  of  the  building.  It  is  under 
the  head  custodian,  and  his  remarks  cast  no 
reflection  on  any  member  of  the  Boston  School 
Committee. 

Coun.  INORTON— I  am  glad  the  councilor 
from  Charlestown  brought  that  point  out.  This 
particular  rat  extermination  comes  under  the 
Superintendent  of  School  Buildings,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Drummey,  and  under  the  School  Buildings 
Department.  It  is  almost  unbelievable  that 
that  situation  'coluM  exist, — placing  poison 
in  the  schools  of  Boston,  in  the  schools  with 
hungry  children  who  are  looking  for  pieces 
of   bread   to  eat. 


REVALUATION    OF    BOSTON    REAL 
ESTATE. 

'Coun.  AGNEW  offered  the  following: 
Ordered;  That  the  Board  of  Assessors, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to 
revaluate  all  real  property  in  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, and  especially  one  and  two  family  houses 
in  the  Brighton-Allston  district  of  the  city, 
which  are  now  valued  by  the  Assessing  De- 
partment  far    in   excess   of   equitable   levels. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  this  is  a 
momentous  question,  I  think,  to  all  taxpayers 
in  the  City  of  Boston  at  the  present  time. 
There  is  no  city  in  America  of  comparable 
size  to  Boston  that  is  faced  with  the  tax 
rate  that  the  taxpayers  and  home  owners 
in  Boston  are  faced  with.  I  think  this  is  a 
proper  time  for  the  Mayor  of  our  city  to 
lay  some  ■  plans  for  the  relief  of  the  home 
owners  in  our  city,  especially  whereby  the 
burden  of  taxation  upon  them  might  be  some- 
what lightened.  The  average  home  owner  in 
our  city  today  is  faced  with  two  problems — 
he  is  faced  with  an  exorbitant  tax  rate  and 
a  high  assessment  on  his  property.  Now  I 
do  not  say  that  this  is  a  general  situation. 
There  are  instances  in  Boston  where  real 
estate  is  in  all  probability  under-assessed, 
but  the  greater  number  of  properties  in  Bos- 
ton are  over-assessed,  and  I  want  to  lay  par- 
ticular stress  on  the  one  and  two  family  houses, 
particularly  in  the  Bnighton-Allston  section  of 
Boston.  From  the  study  I  have  made  it 
is  my  opinion  there  is  no  section  in  Boston 
that  has  a  comparable  assessment  on  their 
property  as  the  Briehton-Allston  district. 
There  is  no  reason  why  a  two-family  house 
in  the  Brighton-Allston  district  should  be 
assessed  for  $10,000,  $11,000  or  $12,000,  and 
in  other  sections  of  Boston  assessed  for 
$6,000,  $7,000  or  $8,000.  There  is  no  dif- 
ference whether  a  person  is  living  in  Brighton, 
Allston,  Dorchester,  West  Roxbury  or  Hyde 
Park,  or  elsewhere.  There  should  be  the  same 
level  whereby  the  assessment  on  that  prop- 
erty would  be  equitable  to  all  concerned.  I 
realize  these  are  the  late  days  of  the  present 
Mayor's  administration.  For  four  years  noth- 
ing has  been  done  in  this  regard,  and  I  think 
that  the  assessors  take  their  books  on  the 
first  day  of  January  and  go  out  and  levy  the 
assessments  on  these  different  properties.  I 
think  that  the  Mayor  at  the  present  time  can 
ask  the  Assessing  Department  to  have  this 
in  mind.  It  is  probably  a  task  that  would 
require   little    more    than    an    order    from    the 
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Mayor  of  Boston  calling  upon  the  assessors 
to  put  this  into  effect.  During  a  recent 
discussion  here  in  this  Council,  where  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Assessors  appeared, 
I  asked  Mr.  Kelly  if,  in  his  opinion,  all  prop- 
erty should  not  be  revalued,  and  he  agreed 
that  it  should,  but  the  question  is,  who  is 
going  to  start  it,  and  when  is  it  going  to 
begin.  I  am  asking  for  this  relief  not  only 
for  the  people  of  the  Brighton-Allston  dis- 
trict but  for  the  people  of  Boston,  and  if 
the  Mayor  at  this  time  wants  to  give  the 
taxpayers  of  Boston  the  relief  to  which  they 
are  entitled,  he  should  start  the  machinery 
in  motion  right  away.  It  will  affect  the  people 
in  East  Boston,  Charlestown,  Hyde  Park  and 
all  sections  of  the  city.  If  their  property  is 
over-assessed  they  are  getting  clipped  two 
ways, — a  high  tax  rate  and  an  over-assessment, 
and  they  should  be  relieved  in  this.  I  am 
asking  the  Mayor  at  this  time  to  put  it  into 
effect. 

The  order   was    passed   under   suspension   of 
the    rule. 


BUS    TRANSPORTATION,    SCHOOL 
CHILDREN. 

Coun.     AGNEW     offered     the     following: 

Ordered,  That  the  (School  Committee, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to 
provide  bus  transportation  for  children  of 
elementary  school  age,  who  are  now  forced 
to  walk  almost  two  miles,  through  heavily 
trafficked  streets,  from  the  Aberdeen  section 
of   Brighton    to   the  Thomas   A.    Edison    School. 

Coun.  Agnew  also  presented  a  petition  de- 
manding that  the  city  provide  means  of 
transportation  for  children  in  the  Brighton 
district  who  go  to  the  Edison  School,  same 
being  signed  by  many  residents  of  the  district. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  at  the  pres- 
ent in  this  great  city  of  ours  a  very  archaic 
condition  exists  which  has  just  been  brought 
to  my  attention  during  the  last  week.  It 
has  been  brought  to  my  attention  by  the 
parents  of  children  attending  the  elementary 
schools.  From  the  Aberdeen  section  of  my 
district  they  are  obliged  to  walk  almost  two 
miles  to  the  school,  which  is  in  the  district 
of  my  colleague  from  Ward  22.  We  have  no 
school  in  Brighton  to  accommodate  these 
children  and  the  parents,  or  a  great  number 
of  them,  have  interviewed  me  and  have  pre- 
sented me  with  a  petition,  stating  in  direct 
language  just  how  they  feel  regarding  this. 
To  ask  children  of  tender  years  to  walk  al- 
most two  miles  to  school  during  these  days  of 
cultured  Boston,  with  all  the  expenditures  that 
are  being  made  to  educate  children,  is,  at 
least,  an  archaic  condition.  I  also  understand, 
through  my  talk  with  a  former  Corpora- 
tion Counsel,  that  there  is  some  legal  im- 
pediment which  does  not  oblige  the  school 
authorities  to  furnish  bus  transportation  where 
the  school  is  within  a  distance  of  two  miles. 
Well,  can  you  picture  in  these  times  asking 
a  child  of  tender  years  to  walk  two  miles  to 
a  school  in  Boston  ?  The  situation  in  my 
district  is  not  exactly  two  miles.  It  may  be 
a  mile  and  three-quarters  or  a  mile  and  seven- 
eighths,  but  I  am  sure  almost  any  sane-think- 
ing person  would  agree  with  me  and  witli 
the  parents  of  these  children  that  today  we 
are  spending  enough  money  and  that  there 
should  be  accommodation  for  the  children 
created  whereby  a  condition  of  this  nature 
could  be  eliminated.  Where  it  is  in  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  school,  that  is  one  problem,  but 
here  these  parents  are  merely  asking  that  the 
school  authorities  furnish  bus  transportation 
for  these  children.  These  parents  are  willing 
to  pay  the  bus  fare,  but  the  School  Department 
clings  to  that  flimsy  argument  that  precludes 
them  from  furnishing  this  transportation 
inasmuch  as  the  distance  is  not  two  miles 
or  greater.  I  am  calling  on  the  Mayor  to 
assist  the  parents  of  these  children  in  this 
district  to  correct  this  situation.  I  have  the 
petition  here,  Mr.  President,  that  I  wish  to 
accompany    the    order. 

Coun.  MEDLEN— 'I  am  heartily  in  accord 
with  that  order,  but  I  would  like  to  make 
it  clear  that  in  the  budget  as  submitted  to  the 


Mayor,  that  was  included  by  the  request  of 
Chairman  Sullivan.  I  think  the  blame  for  that 
should  rest  on  the  Mayor,  where  it  belongs. 
No  doubt  about  it, — it  should  rest  on  his  lap 
and   not   on    the   School   Board. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— What  Coun- 
cilor Agnew  has  said  is  true.  In  my  dis- 
trict, which  is  one  of  the  best  developed 
sections,  the  other  side  of  Jamaica  Plain  to 
the  Brookline  line,  children  have  to  walk  a 
mile  and  a  half  or  two  miles,  and  have  to 
cross  the  parkway.  These  little  children  have 
to  wait  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  before  they  can 
cross,  and  it  is  a  wonder  they  are  not  killed. 
I  hope  the  right  authorities  will  take  cog- 
nizance of  this  order  and  see  that  something 
is    done. 

Coun.  AGNEW — In  answer  to  my  colleague 
from  Ward  2,  I  do  not  seek  in  this  particular 
instance  to  place  the  blame,  and  I  do  not 
say  that  there  is  any  blame.  I  say  that  there 
is  a  condition  existing  which  should  be  rec- 
ognized both  by  the  Mayor  and  the  School 
Department.  We  have  no  control  over  the 
actions  of  the  School  Committee,  and,  there- 
fore, through  tlie  Mayor,  I  make  this  request 
of  them  as  a  legislative  body  in  themselves, 
to   give   this   condition   some  recognition. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


ESCALATOR,     ASHMONT     ELEVATED 
STATION. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK,  for  Coun.  Wilson,  of- 
fered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  re- 
quest the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated  to 
install  an  escalator  for  the  convenience  and 
.-safety  of  the  Elevated  car-riders  at  the  Ash- 
mont  Station,  which  is  the  terminal  of  the 
Rapid    Transit    System. 

Passed    under   suspension   of    the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE    OF   HESSTON   TERRACE. 

Coun.    PETER   J.   FITZGERALD   offered   the 
following: 

Ordered.     That     the     Street     Commissioners 
be     requested     by     his      Honor     the     Mayor     to 
accept     and     lay    out     Hesston     terrace     as     a 
public   way    in    the   Dorchester   district. 
I    under   suspension   of    the   rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  GALLAGHER  the 
Council  voted  to  take  a  recess  at  2.40.  subject 
to  call  of  the  Chairman.  The  members  re- 
assembled in  the  Council  Chamber  at  3.20  p.  m. 


Coun.    GALLAGHER    in    the  chair. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    SOLDIERS- 
RELIEF. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  presented  report  recommend- 
ing passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid 
to  soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families 
in  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  month  of  October. 
1937. 

Report  accepted  ;  said  order  passed. 


EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE     REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive 
Committee,    submitted    the   following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Margaret  J. 
Sheridan  (referred  August  30)  to  be  paid 
annuity  on  account  of  death  of  her  husband, 
Lawrence  V.  Sheridan,  late  member  of  Police 
Department — recommending  passage  of  ac- 
companying  order,    viz. : 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  340  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  an  annuitv 
of     twenty-one     hundred     dollars     be     allowed 
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and  paid  to  Margaret  J.  Sheridan,  widow  of 
Lawrence  V.  Sheridan,  a  member  of  the  Police 
Department,  who  died  on  Jiuly  28,  1937,  on 
account  of  injuries  received  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duty,  said  lannuity  being  made 
up   of  allowances  as   follows : 

For  the  widow,  Margaret  J.  Sheridan,  so 
long  as  she  remains  unmarried,  $1,000  per 
annum. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  following-named 
seven  children,  during  such  time  as  he  or 
she  is  under  the  age  of  eighteen  or  over  said 
age  and'  physically  or  mentally  incapacitated 
from   earning,   $1,100>  per   annum : 

Lawrence  V.  Sheridan,  born  March  14, 
1921 ;  Margery  C.  Sheridan,  born  February 
2,  11923 ;  Richard  Sheridan,  horn  October  7, 
1926 ;  Robert  Sheridan,  born  February  13, 
19130  ;  Philip  Sheridan,  born  July  18,  19-31  ; 
Constance  Sheridan,  Iborn  January  23,  19<3'3 ; 
Patricia  Sheridan,  born  June  19,  1937 ; 
provided,  however,  that  when  the  number  of 
children  eligible  to  this  benefit  is  reduced 
to  five  the  allowance  for  them  shall  be  re- 
duced to  $1,000  per  annum  and  thereafter 
further  reduced  by  '$200  per  annum  as  each 
of  the  remaining  children  shall  become  in- 
eligible, the  payments  to  date  from  July  28, 
1937,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriations 
for  Police  Department,  Pensions  and  An- 
nuities. 

Report   accepted ;   said   order   passed. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  Penal  Institutions  Com- 
missioner be  authorized  to  sell  at  public 
or  private  sale  to  the  highest  bidder  surplus 
stock  of  pigs  at  House  of  Correction,  Deer 
Island,  amounting  approximately  to  lO.O'OO 
pounds — that   same  ought  to   pass. 

Report  accepted  ;  said  order  passed. 

3.  (Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  transferring  $10,000  from 
Reserve  Fund  to  Municipal  Employment  Bu- 
reau, recommending  passage  of  accompanying 
new   draft,    viz.  : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $5,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  transferred  from  the  appropriation 
for  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  to  be  ex- 
pended by  said  Bureau,  under  the  direction 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of 
its    duties. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK-^Mr.  President,  I  have 
just  received  some  figures  from  the  Budget 
Commissioner  as  to  the  expenditures  of  the 
Employment  Bureau  last  year  and  the  ex- 
penditures to  date  for  this  year.  The  ex- 
penditures in  1936  for  the  entire  year  were 
$211,414.78.  The  amount  expended  through 
October  18  of  this  year,  coming  up  to  date, 
was  $18,921.-60.  We  were  informed  they  still 
have  enough  money  to  run  for  three  weeks,  in 
other  words,  to  run  until  after  the  first  of 
November.  Therefore,  the  additional  appro- 
priation we  are  asked  for  is  merely  to  cover 
the  last  of  November  and  the  first  part  of  De- 
cember. Last  year  they  spent  less  than  $2,000 
a  month.  During  nearly  ten  months  of  this 
year  they  have  spent  less  than  $20,000.  The 
$5,000  proposed  is  on  the  basis  of  $30,000  a 
year  which  is  nearly  50  per  cent  more  than 
they  spent  last  year.  I  therefore  move  that 
the  Order  be  further  amended  to  provide 
$4,000    instead    of    $5,000. 

The  motion  of  Coun.  Shattuck  to  amend  the 
order  to  read  $4,000  instead  of  $5,000  was 
carried,  and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed, 
yeas   17,    nays   0. 

4.  Report  on  message  from  Mayor  and 
orders  for  transfers  within  departmental  ap- 
propriations (referred  today) — recommending, 
that    same    ought    to    pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  orders 
were    passed,    yeas    17,    nays    0. 

5.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  $10,000  be  appropriated 
for  printing  and  binding  of  compilation  of 
special  statutes  relating  to  City  of  Boston — 
that   same   ought    to    pass. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted, 
and  the  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK-^Mr.  President,  this  is 
an    order   to   meet  the  cost  of   printing   of   the 


compilation  of  the  special  statutes  applying 
to  the  City  of  Boston.  It  is  customary  on 
such  occasions  to  distribute  a  copy  to  the 
members  of  the  legislative  body  holding  office 
at  the  time  of  the  printing,  but  this  order 
provides  that  there  should  be  a  free  distribu- 
tion of  five  copies  of  this  very  expensive 
volume  to  each  member  of  the  Council.  In 
the  Legislature  it  is  customary  when  a  com- 
pilation of  the  laws  is  made  to  distribute 
one  copy,  although  perhaps  occasionally  two 
copies  are  given  to  the  members.  I  believe 
two  copies  is  a  [liberal  number,  provid- 
ing one  for  each  member,  which  he  ought  to 
have  and  providing  an  extra  copy  to  dispose 
of  otherwise.  I  therefore  move  that  the  order 
be  amended  so  as  to  reduce  the  allotment  _  of 
the  councilors  from  five  copies  to  two-  copies. 
Coun.  SELVITELLA — I  cannot  see  any  valid 
reason  why  the  original  order  cannot  stand. 
It  is  not  very  often  that  the  members  of  this 
body  get  anything  free,  at  least  not  during 
the  past  four  years,  and  certainly  when  the 
information  goes  forth  that  the  councilors 
are  going  to  have  the  distribution  of  some 
of  these  volumes,  it  is  going  to  be  pretty  hard 
to  refuse  some  of  our  constituents.  I  am 
going    to    vote   against    the    amendment. 

Coun.  DOWD — 1  simply  want  to  state  that 
no  member  of  the  Council  has  requested  the 
Mayor  and  the  Corporation  Counsel  for  five 
copies,  or  two  copies,  or  four  copies.  So 
far  as  the  members  of  the  Council  aire  con- 
cerned, I  feel  we  do  not  care  if  we  receive 
one  single  solitary  copy,  but  if  it  is  necessary 
for  the  upkeep  of  a  city  like  Boston  to  have 
a  compilation  of  the  statutes,  which  has  not 
been  done  in  thirty  years,  I  feel  that  it  should 
be  done.  But  I  am  going  to  emphasize  the 
fact  that  no  member  of  the  Council  has  even 
requested  the  Corporation  Counsel  or  the 
Mayor  for  one  single  book,  and  I  don't  know 
why  the  five  copies  enter  into  the  argument. 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  personally  do 
mot  desire  any,  and  I  am  sure  many  members 
of    the    Council   think   the   same   way   about   it. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— Coun.  Shattuck's 
motion  is  that  the  number  of  books  be  re- 
duced   from    five    to    two    copies. 

Coun.  AGN'EW — That  is  not  before  us,  is  it? 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— The  clerk  will 
read    the   order    again. 

(The   order    was   read.) 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — -The  question  is 
on  Councilor  Shattuck's  motion  to  reduce  from 
five    to    two. 

The   motion    was    lost. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK  doubted  the  vote  and 
asked   for    a   roll   call. 

The  motion  to  amend  was  passed,  yeas  13, 
nays    6  : 

Yeas — Coun.  Brackman,  Finley,  P.  J.  Fitz- 
gerald, Gallagher,  Harris,  Kerrigan,  McGra/th, 
G.  A.  Murray.  Peter  A.  Murray,  Roberts, 
Rosenberg,    Shattuck,    Tobin — 13. 

Nays — Coun.  Doherty,  Dowd,  Kilroy,  Mellen, 
Norton,   Selvitella — 6. 

Coun.  DOWD — I  now  further  amend  it  to 
read  that  the  distribution  of  the  free  copies 
be  left  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the  Cor- 
poration   Counsel. 

Coun.  Dowd's  motion  to  leave  the  distribu- 
tion entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  was  adopted,  yeas  12,  nays  8 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Doherty,  Dowd,  Finley, 
Gallagher,  Harris,  Kilroy,  Mellen,  Peter  A. 
Murray,    Norton,    Rosenberg,    Selvitella — 12. 

Nays — Coun.  Brackman,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald, 
Kerrigan,  McGrath,  George  A.  Murray 
Roberts.    Shattuck,    Tobin— 8. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed,  yeas  20 
nays    0. 


MEMBERS   RECORDED    ON   PREVIOUS 
VOTES. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— Councilor  HAR- 
RIS asks  to  be  recorded  as  voting  "yes"  on 
several  orders.  If  there  is  no  objection,  she 
is  so  recorded. 

Coun.  MdGRATH— I  would  like  to  be  re- 
corded as  voting  "yes"  on  the  employment 
order. 


422 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


Coum.  TOBIN — I  make  the  same  request. 
Chairman   GALLAGHER— 'Iff  there  is  no  ob- 
jection, they  are  so  recorded. 


EXTENSION  OF  TIME  FOR  TAX  ABATE- 
MENT APPEALS. 

Coun.  BHATTUCK,  for  Coun.  Wilson,  of- 
fered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
draft  a  .petition  for  such  legislation  as  will 
extend  the  time  beyond  four  months  within 
which  appeal  may  be  taken  by  property  own- 
ers from  the  Board  of  Assessors  of  the  City 
of  Boston  to  the  Board  of  Tax  Appeals  on 
the    question    of   tax   abatements. 

Passed   under   suspension   of   the  rule. 


OUTDOOR    PARKING    LICENSES. 

Coun.  SHATTUOK,  for  Coun.  Wilson,  of- 
fered   the    following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  before  the  granting  of  any  1938 
outdoor  parking  licenses,  to  provide  as  a 
condition    to   the   granting   of   such    licenses : 

1.  That  any  licensee  desiring  to  accept 
cars  for  open  air  parking  shall  properly 
accept  responsibility  for  theft  of  or  damage 
to  said  cars  while  the  same  remain  in  his 
custody    or    possession ; 

2.  That  no  cars  be  stored  in  the  street 
adjacent   to   any    such    licensed    premises ; 

'3.     That   proper  space   in   all    instances   be 
provided  for  the  entrance  and  exit  of  vehicles 
stored   on    said    outdoor    parking    spaces ; 
and   be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
draft  such  ordinances  for  the  consideration  of 
the  City  Council  as  will  provide  for  the  carry- 
ing out  of  the  above  conditions  as  a  matter 
of  City  Ordinance,  the  violation  of  which  will 
incur   reasonable   fines. 

Coun.  MoGRATH— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  have  that  sent  to  the  Licensing  Com- 
mittee. Such  a  stiuation  exists  in  the  city  that 
I  agree  with  Councilor  Wilson  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  these  orders.  I  think  we  ought 
to   have  some  of   these   people  up   before  us. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on   License  Fees. 


UNFINISHED     BUSINESS. 

The  Chairman  called  up  No.  4  on  the  calen- 
dar, viz. : 

4.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  49  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  as  amended 
by  chapter  281  of  the  Acts  of  1936,  the  City 
Treasurer  be  'authorized  to  obtain  the  approval 
of  the  Emergency  Finance  Board  to  the  issu- 
ance of  $1,000,000  in  notes,  .bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  Indebtedness  of  the  city,  said  notes, 
bonds  or  certificates  to  be  sold  at  their  face 
value  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  that  the  pro- 
ceeds be,  and  hereby  are,  appropriated  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  outstanding  revenue 
loans. 

On  October  4,  1937,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  1. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  moved  that 
Nos.  5  and  6  be  also  taken  up  and  voted 
upon  at  the  same  time.  The  motion  was 
declared  carried. 

Nos.    5   and    6   -were   as   follows : 

5.  Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of 
1937,  a  loan  in  the  sum  of  $207,000  outside 
the  debt  limit  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized, 
and  that  the  City  Treasurer,  upon  request  of 
the  Mayor,  be  authorized  to  issue  bonds  or 
notes  therefor,  and  that  the  said  sum  of 
$207,000  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to 
be  expended  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  107  of  the  Acts  of  1937  for  the 
following   purposes : 


Assessing   Department. 
H.     Relief     Projects $1,000  00 

Boston    Traffic    Commission. 
H.     Relief     Projects $1,000  00 

Hospital    Department. 

H.     Relief     Projects $30,000  00 

Sanatorium    Division. 
H.     Relief     Projects $20,000  00 

Institutions  Department. 
Child    Welfare    Division. 

B.     Contractual    Services $27,000  00 

Long  Island   Hospital. 
H.     Relief     Projects $3,000  00 

Park    Department. 
H.     Relief     Projects $60,000  00 

Public  Works  Department. 
Paving    Service. 

H.     Relief   Projects $60,000  00 

Sanitary   Service. 
H.     Relief     Projects $5,000  00 

Total     $207,000   00 


On  September  27,  1937,  the  foregoing  order 
was  read  once  and  passed,  yeas   18,  nays  1. 

6.  Orders  for  the  sale,  at  stated  minimum 
prices,   of   parcels  of  tax  title  properties,   viz. : 

1.  66    School   street,    Charlestown. 

2.  20    Franklin    street,    Charlestown. 

3.  34    Cottage  street,    Charlestown. 

4.  Palmer   street,    Roxbury. 

5.  Corey    street,    West    Roxbury. 

6.  57    Lexington    street,    Charlestown. 

On  September  27,  1937,  the  foregoing 
orders  were  read  once  and  passed,  yeas  16, 
nays   2. 

The   clerk   started   to   call   the   roll. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK — Am  I  to  understand  we 
are  voting  on  two  orders,  and  the  sale  of  tax 
titles  ? 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— Nos.  4,  5  and  6, 
two  loan  orders  and  one  order  for  sale  of 
tax   title   property. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  I  object. 
This  is  not  legal  under  any  rule  we  have. 
Here  we  have  two  loan  orders  and  tax  title 
property    all    in    one. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— The  motion  was 
put  to  vote  on  them  all  at  once  and  you  did 
not    object. 

Coun.  NORTON— At  that  time  I  did  not 
know  just  what  those  three  things  were,  be- 
cause the  motion  was  put  in  a  period  of 
ten  seconds,  and  it  took  at  least  ten  seconds 
to  find  out  what  the  three  items  were.  I 
am    objecting    now. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— The  roll  call  not 
having  been  completed,  we  will  call  the  roll 
on    each    order. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  No.  4. 
The  order   was   passed,   yeas    17,    nays    1 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Brackman,  Doherty, 
Dowd,  Finley,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher, 
Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy,  McGrath,  Mellen, 
George  A.  Murray,  Peter  A.  Murray,  Rosen- 
berg,   Selvitella,    Tobin — 17. 

Nays— Coun.  Shattuck— 1. 

Coun.  NORTON — Just  a  minute.  I  under- 
stood the  last  time  I  was  on  my  feet  here 
that  three  were  to  be  taken  at  once. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — No ;  we  recon- 
sidered that  and  are  taking  them  up  one  at 
a    time. 

Coun.  NORTON— All  right.  Then  record 
me  as   having   voted   "no"   on   that  loan   order. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — If  there  is  no  ob- 
jection Councilor  Norton  will  be  recorded  as 
having  voted  "no"  on  No.  4.  The  question 
now  conies   on   No.    5. 

No.  5  on  the  calendar  was  passed,  yeas  17, 
nays    3 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Brackman,  Dohertv, 
Dowd,    Finley,    Peter    J.    Fitzgerald,    Gallagher, 


OCTOBER    18,     1937. 


423 


Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy,  McGrath,  Mellen, 
George  A.  Murray,  Peter  A.  Murray,  Rosen- 
berg-,    Selvitella,     Tobin — 17. 

Nays — Coun.    Norton,    Roberts,    Shattuck — 3. 

The  question  then  came  on  No.  6.  The  or- 
ders were  passed,  yeas  15,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Coum.  Agnew,  Brackman,  Doherty, 
Finley,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Harris, 
Kerrigan,  Kilroy,  Mellen,  Peter  A.  Murray, 
Norton,     Roberts,     Rosenberg,     Shattuck — 18. 

Nays— COun.  Dowd,  McGrath,  George  A. 
Murray,    Selvitella,    Tobin — '5. 


CORRECTION. 

'Coun.  AG  NEW — I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  make  a  statement  by  or  in  behalf  of  Coun- 
cilor  Wilson. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — if  there  is  no  ob- 
jection. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Councilor  Wilson  wishes  to 
have  the  record  as  it  appears  on  page  1214 
Of  the  Council  Minutes,  the  issue  of  October 
9,  in  the  first  column,  about  half-way  down, 
line  44,  changed  to  read,  instead  of  as  pres- 
ent: "The  Council  has  already  voted  appro- 
priation," necessary  to  read:  "The  coun- 
cilor has  already  voted  for  the  appropriation 
for  the  appointment  of  seventy-five  new 
patrolmen  to  the  Police  Force."  He  wishes  to 
have  the  word  changed  from  "Council"  to 
"councilor." 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — That  correction 
will   be  noted   on   the  record. 


CONFIRMATION   OF  APPOINTMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  AGNEW  Nos.  2  and  3, 
unfinished  business,  were  taken  up,  viz. : 

2'.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  October  4,  1937,  of  Michael  J. 
Reilly,  Jr.,  and  Charles  Horowitz,  to  be 
Constables,  authorized  to  serve  civil  process 
upon    filing    bonds. 

3.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  October  4,  1937,  of  Edward  T.  J. 
-Noo.nan  and  David  Daniels,  to  be  Weighers 
of   Goods. 

The  question'  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Agnew  and  Selvitella.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  cast  18,  yeas  16,  nays  2, 
and    the    appointments     were    confirmed. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   LICENSING 
BOARD. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK — I  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent to  make  a  statement.  Mr.  President,  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  we  had  up 
the  question  of  accepting  an  act  relative  to 
the  Licensing  Board.  It  was  an  act  which 
had  been  passed  by  the  Legislature  on  the 
question  of  making  an  appropriation,  an 
act  with  reference  to  the  Licensing  Board, 
an  act  which  had  been  passed  without  refer- 
ence to  this  body.  On  that  occasion  the 
gentleman  from  Jamaica  Plain  asked  me  if 
I  remembered  the  Haymarket  6quare  widening. 
That  was  an  act,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  if 
I  understand  what  his  inquiry  was,  an  Act 
of  1932,  chapter  287,  for  the  widening  of  cer- 
tain streets  in  and  about  Haymarket  square 
in  connection  with  the  East  Boston  Tunnel. 
I  was  not  a  member  of  the  Legislature  at 
that  time.  My  last  year  of  service  in  the 
Legislature  was  19'30.  This  act  was  passed 
in  1932.  I  was,  however,  a  member  of  the 
Legislature  at  the  time  the  East  Boston  act 
was  passed,  which  was  in  1929.  I  was  al- 
ways opposed  to  that  act.  I  opposed  it  on 
the  floor  and  before  committees.  At  the  time 
of  its  final  passage  in  the  Legislature  I  offered 
several  amendments  to  the  act,  including  an 
amendment  for  the  submission  of  it  to  the 
City  Council,  and  that  will  appear, — if  any- 
one is  interested  in  looking  it  up — it  will  ap- 
pear in  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  April  2,  1929.  It  will  appear 
that    "Mr.    Shattuck    of    Boston    moved    that 


the  bill  which  was  the  East  Boston  Tunnel 
Act  be  amended  as  follows" :  Then  there 
were  a  number  of  amendments  and  the  last 
amendment  offered  was  by  adding  after  sec- 
tion 15  the  following  .section:  "Section.  .16. 
This  act  subject  to  the  revisions  of  section  2 
shall  take  effect  upon  its  acceptance  during 
the  current  year  by  vote  of  the  City  Council 
of  said  city,  subject  to  the  provisions  Of  its 
charter,  but  not  otherwise."  That  amend- 
ment was  rejected,  but  later  I  urged  Governor 
Allen  to  ask  for  the  amendment,  and  Gover- 
nor Allen  sent  the  bill  back  into  the  Legislature 
with  the  request  that  that  amendment  be 
made.  It  was  made  as  a  result  of  that  request 
and   that   effort. 


NUMBER   OF   MALT   LICENSES. 

Coun.    DOWD    offered    the    following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Corporation  Counsel  to  prepare  legislation 
for  January  1,  1938,  to  allow  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton to  have  the  same  number  of  malt  licenses 
that  are  now  in  effect. 

Coun.  DOWD — At  the  present  time  in  the 
City  Of  Boston  there  are  ;370  malt  licenses 
bringing  in  a  great  deal  of  revenue.  The  Legis- 
lature in  the  closing  days  of  the  last  session 
— for  what  reason  I  don't  know — reduced  the 
number  of  malt  licenses  to  320,  meaning  that 
on  the  first  of  January  there  will  be  fifty 
establishments  in  the  City  of  Boston  that 
possibly  have  put  their  life  savings  into  their 
business  which  will  toe  forced  to  go  out  of 
business  unless  an  amendment  is  made.  I 
don't  know  what  body  or  what  individual 
has  the  right  to  say  to  fifty  people  who  have 
been  in  business  for  three,  four  or  five  years 
and  have  put  their  life  savings  into  it,  "this 
year  you  cannot  have  a  license."  I  do  not 
know  the  real  motive  behind  the  gentleman 
who  put  that  bill  through  the  Senate  and  the 
House,  but  I  do  know  this,  that  the  City  of 
Boston  itself  would  lose  a  revenue  estimated 
at  between  $15,000  and  $25,000.  It  is  en- 
tirely unfair  to  the  reputable  business  con- 
cerns in  the  City  of  Boston  who  have  those 
licenses  to  say  that  they  cannot  have  them 
las  of  January  1st,  and  so  I  say  to  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  and  to  the  Legislature  that  they 
should  pass  legislation  immediately  protecting 
those  fifty  individuals.  As  it  stands  now, 
320  individuals  will  get  their  licenses  and  the 
other  fifty,  will  have  to  wait.  If  the  Legisla- 
ture passes  the  act  immediately  they  will  be 
out  of  business  for  two,  three  or  four  weeks, 
anyway,  and  if  the  Legislature  does  not  pass 
it  it  means  that  fifty  will  go  out  of  business, 
where  they  employ  men  and  pay  taxes.  I 
repeat  I  do  not  know  what  body  of  men  is 
going  to  pass  upon  it,  and  who  is  going  to 
say,  "You  in  Roxbury  or  you  in  Dorchester 
or  East  Boston  or  Charlestown  cannot  have 
a  license  this  year."  What  is  the  answer  to 
it  all?  Every  man  in  public  life  probably 
knows  the  answer,  and  I  say  to  those  men  who 
will  be  deprived  of  their  licenses  that  I  feel 
quite  sure  that  the  Senate  when  they  realize 
the  mistake  was  made  will  see  that  it  is 
corrected    immediately. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


TRAFFIC  ILIGHTS,  NEW  HEATH  STREET. 

Coun.    KILROY    offered    the   following: 
Ordered,     That   the   Traffic    Commissioner   be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
install    traffic    lights    on    Columbus    avenue    at 
the   corner   of    New    Heath   street,    Ward    11. 
Passed    under   suspension   of   the  rule. 


ADDITION    TO    CORNWALL    STREET 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.   KILROY  offered   the  following: 
Ordered,     That        the        Law        Department, 
through    his    iHonor    the    Mayor,    be    requested 
to    prepare    and    submit    to    the    City    Council 


424 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


an  order  for  the  transfer  to  the  Park  De- 
partment of  a  parcel  of  land,  lot  No.  3  on 
Ophir  street,  Jamaica  Plain,  containing  ap- 
proximately 19,000  square  feet,  now  in  the 
custody  of  the  Public  Buildings  Department 
under  a  Land  Court  title,  said  land  to  be 
used  as  an  addition  to  the  Cornwall  Street 
Playground. 

Passed   under  suspension  of   the  rule. 


REINSTATEMENT  OF  W.  P.  A.  WORKERS. 

Coun.    SELVITELLA   offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  confer 
with  W.  P.  A.  officials  with  a  view  of  ex- 
tending the  period  of  time  of  reinstatement 
from  60  days  to  120  days  so  as  to  permit 
the  re-employment  of  men  and  women  who 
were  discharged  in  the  general  lay-off  last 
July. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— (Mr.  Chairman,  last 
July  as  a  result  of  an  order  issued  from  Wash- 
ington many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  men 
and  women  were  laid  off,  either  because  o£  lack 
of  funds  or  on  account  of  some  other  reason. 
At  that  time  it  was  stated  that  there  would  be 
no  time  limit  in  which  these  men  could  be 
rehired  in  the  event  there  was  additional 
money  provided.  Some  time  later  a  ruling 
came  back  from  Washington  limiting  the 
time  for  rehiring  these  men  who  were  laid  off, 
through  no  fault  of  their  own,  to  sixty  days. 
In  other  words,  there  is  money  available  now 
and  coming  into  Massachusetts,  opening  up 
a  great  many  projects,  and  these  men  and 
women  have  been  previously  employed  on 
these  projects,  and  some  of  these  projects 
which  will  now  open  are  barred  and  the  door 
is  closed  for  them  to  be  re-employed.  I  am 
asking  the  Mayor  to  have  the  time  extended 
from  sixty  days  to  120  days  so  as  to  permit 
these  men  and  women  to  be  reassembled  on 
their   old  projects   or  on    any   new   projects. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG— Mr.  President,  I  might 
enlighten  the  Council  that,  through  a  new 
rule  which  has  just  come  down  from  Washing- 
ton, persons  who  have  been  let  go  from  the 
employment  of  the  W.  P.  A.  may  now  be 
reinstated  over  a  period  of  four  months,  which 
gives  them  a  better   latitude   than    120   days. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


ABOLITION   OF   ELEVATED   IN   CHARLES- 
TOWN. 

Ooun.  MELLHN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Department  of 
the  Metropolitan  District  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  'Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
extend  the  Atlantic  avenue  plan  to  include 
the  abolition  of  the  present  elevated  structure 
running  along  Main  street  in  Charlestown, 
and  construct  a  tunnel  in  its  place,  thus  re- 
lieving the  present  bottleneck  of  traffic  con- 
gestion. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  Chairman,  this  matter 
aims  at  the  abolition  of  the  elevated  structure 
in  Charlestown.  Now  a  year  or  so  ago 
there  was  a  fight  about  this  in  the  legislative 
committee  and,  las  I  understand  the  proceed- 
ings, it  was  arranged  that  the  elevated  struc- 
ture would  come  down  in  Charlestown  from 
Sullivan  square  to  City  square,  and  then  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  from  Charlestown 
betrayed  the  district  that  elected  him  to  the 
State  Legislature  by  agreeing  that  he  would 
withdraw  his  plan  if  the  Elevated  agreed 
to  demolish  the  whole  structure,  which  was 
a  practical  impossibility.  This  order  is  call- 
ing upon  the  newly  created  recess  commission 
to  study  the  traffic  conditions  along  Atlantic 
avenue,  calling  upon  them  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  tearing  down  that  elevated 
structure  and  putting  in  a  tunnel  for  through- 
way  traffic  to  relieve  the  bottleneck  of  traffic 
that  is  congested  at  either  end  of  Charlestown. 
The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


CHECK    OF     POLICE     LISTING. 


Coun.   MELLEN    offered   the   following: 
Ordered,     That    his    Honor    the    Mayor    im- 
mediately take  the  necessary   legal  steps  for  a 
complete    check    of    the    police    listing    of    the 
entire   City   of    Boston. 

Coun.  MELLEN — Mr.  President,  in  checking 
over  the  Police  Listing  for  1937  with  the  Vot- 
ing List  of  1936,  which  is  the  first  step  you 
do  when  you  want  to  run  a  campaign  for  re- 
election, to  see  whether  or  not  you  have  many 
new  voters,  I  found  the  situation  which  most 
of  you  members  have  found  out  from  reading 
the  newspapers.  Now,  I  have  no  intention 
of  putting  a  police  badge  on  my  chest,  but 
when  I  see  the  racketeers  and  the  ex-boot- 
leggers and  the  convicts  and  the  horseroom 
men  and  the  nigger  pool  operators  trying  to 
buy  the  election  in  ChaTlestown — they  are 
afraid  of  Mellen  and  are  trying  to  undermine 
him  for  re-election  by  padding  the  Voting 
List — I  charge  that  an  ex-bootlegger,  nigger 
pool  operator  and  horseroom  man  are  the 
men  behind  a  certain  candidate  for  my  office.  I 
further  charge  they  were  in  conspiracy  to 
put  those  police-listed  names  into  the  Voting 
List,  and  next  week  I  think  I  will  have  further 
information  relative  to  this  gang  of  degen- 
erates, convicts,  nigger  pool  operators  and 
horseroom  operators.  It  won't  be  done.  I 
want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  members  of 
this  body  to  this  fact :  I  understand  in 
other  places  in  Boston  the  same  thing  is 
going  on,  although  not  so  flagrantly  as  in 
Charlestown,  but  it  is  going  on.  I  know 
you  men  want  to  represent  the  people  of 
your  district  and  not  be  defeated  by  send- 
ing somebody  up  here  with  a  padded  voting 
list  of  racketeers,  "con"  men,  bootleggers, 
horseroom  men,  so  I  urge  each  member  of  the 
Council  to  look  over  the  1937  police  listing 
and  compare  that  with  the  1936  list  so  that 
you  may  know  if  you  are  defeated  it  will  be 
an  honest  defeat  by  the  people  of  your  district, 
and  if  you  find  them  out  you  will  come  back 
here  elected  by  the  right  people  in  your 
district. 

Coun.  NORTON — I  have  already  been  over 
the  Voting  List,  and  the  1936  list  in  Ward 
IS,  and  I  do  not  believe  there  is  one  mattress 
voter  in  the  ward.  I  am  not  discussing  other 
wards  in  Boston,  but  so  far  as  our  ward  is 
concerned,  I  doubt  if  there  is  a  mattress 
voter  in  the  entire  ward.  Let  me  say  this: 
I  think  the  councilor  from  Charlestown  will 
bear  me  out  that  when  he  brought  this  to 
the  attention  of  the  present  commissioner, 
Mr.  Timilty,  after  going  downstairs  and  get- 
ting   no    satisfaction,    he   got   action. 

Coun.  MELLEN — I  might  say  further  that 
upon  finding  it  out  and  having  completed  my 
own  investigation  of  450-odd  names,  which  I 
found  to  be  fraudulently  listed  from  vacant 
lots  and  houses, — that  I  did  go  to  the  present 
chairman  of  the  Election  Commission,  David 
Shaw,  and  told  Bill  Mahoney  what  I  wanted 
to  see  Shaw  for.  and  he  related  my  story  to 
the  chairman  of  the  Election  Commission, 
who  refused  to  see  me.  saying  he  was  not 
interested,  and  it  did  not  concern  him,  and 
he  had  too  many  other  things  to  take  up  his 
mind.  At  any  rate,  he  refused  to  see  me.  and 
I  will  say  that  when  I  went  to  Commissioner 
Timilty.  who  is  on  the  Police  Listing  Board, 
he  was  surprised  that  it  should  happen,  and 
he  extended  to  me  every  cooperation.  I  have 
nothing  but  the  highest  of  praise  for  Timilty. 
and  it  is  not  his  fault  if  bootleggers  and 
"con"  men  could  buy  some  stupid  officer  and 
prejudice  his  chance  of  civil  sen-ice  by  doing 
that,  and  make  him  go  against  the  oath  he 
swore   when    he   first   put   on    his   badge. 

Coun.  NORTON— The  Police  Commissioner 
would  have  suspected  every  man  in  that  sta- 
tion house  who  had  anything  to  do  with 
fixing  the  cards,  only  that  this  is  the  result 
of  a  system  that  has  been  in  vogue  in  the 
department  for  years.  He  found  that  there 
was  one  large  room  in  the  Charlestown  police 
station  to  which  every  officer  had  access,  going 
and  coming,  with  cards,  and  it  was  impossible 
to  suspend  any  particular  group  of  officers 
who  had  charge  of  that  room.  He  was  ready 
to    suspend    anyone    if    he    could    segregate   the 
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officers  who  had  charge  of  those  cards,  but 
it  was  an  impossibility.  Every  officer  in  the 
station  house  had  aiccess  to  those  particular 
cards,  but  he  promises  to  have  a  system 
worked  cut  whereby  he  can  put  his  hand  on 
the  man  responsible  for  those  cards  in  the 
particular     police     station. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  Chairman,  the 
gentleman  from  Charlestown  said  he  had  no 
desire  to  pin  a  medal  on  himself,  but  I  should 
like  to  assist  in  pinning  a  medal  on  him.  I 
think  he  has  done  a  great  public  service  in 
bringing  it  to  notice,  and  have  action  by  the 
Police  Department  and  others  concerned  on 
this  very  grave  situation  with  respect  to  the 
purity  of  our  ballot  and  the  purity  of  the 
listing   from   which   the  ballot    is    drawn. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the    rule. 


SEWERAGE   POLLUTION   OF   HARBOR. 

iCoun.  KERRIGAN  and  GEORGE  A.  MUR- 
RAY  offered    the    following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  confer  with  the  United  States  Pub- 
lic Heath  Service,  or  such  Federal  authority 
as  may  have  jurisdiction  in  the  matter,  in 
an  effort  to  bring  about  an  immediate  investi- 
gation of  the  pollution  of  Boston  Harbor  by 
sewerage,  with  a  view  to  adopting  proper 
methods   to    remedy   such    condition. 

Ordered,  That  the  Health  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
make  an  immediate  investigation  and  report 
to  the  City  Council  with  reference  to  the 
pollution  of  water  at  the  various  bathing 
beaches  in  South  Boston  by  sewerage  in  Bos- 
ton   Harbor. 

The   orders    were   severally    passed. 


FREE    MILK. 

.    Conn.   McGRATH   offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  re- 
quest the  Boston  School  Committee  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  distribution  of  free  milk 
to  school  children,  whose  parents  are  unable 
to    provide   this    milk. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  make  arrangements  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  free  milk  to  worthy  and  poor 
families,  not  on  relief  rolls,  but  who  are 
unable  to  purchase  sufficient  milk  for  their 
family    needs. 

The     orders     were     severally     passed. 


FREE   UNIFORMS   FOR  MILITARY 
TRAINING. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  re- 
the  Boston  School  Committee  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  furnishing  free  uniforms  to  the 
children  in  the  Boston  schools  who  take  mili- 
tary training,  and  whose  parents  are  in  no 
financial  position  to  pay  for  the  cost  of  these 
uniforms ;  these  uniforms  to  be  returned  at 
the   end    of    the   semester. 


Coun.  McGRATH — On  that  particular  order 
I  am  asking  that  the  School  Committee  supply 
uniforms  that  will  be  returned  at  the  end  of 
the  semester.  It  has  been  called  to  my  at- 
tention that  six  families  in  my  district  have 
fathers  who  are  on  the  W.  P.  A.  at  $13.75 
a  week,  and  it  is  necessary  to  pay  $18  for 
these  uniforms.  If  we  had  a  system  such  as 
this,  they  could  return  the  uniforms  every 
year  so  that  families  who  are  in  dire  straits 
could  pass  them  on  to  other  boys  the  follow- 
ing   year. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the   rule. 


BRANCH     LIBRARY    IN     FOREST     HILLS. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  offered  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  place  a  branch  library  in  the 
Forest   Hills   section   of   Ward    19. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Some  two  or 
three  years  ago  there  was  a  petition  for 
a  branch  library  and  the  trustees  of  the  Bos- 
ton Library  told  us  they  were  taking  into 
consideration  a  branch  library  at  Forest  Hills. 
Now  after  several  years'  fight  we  have  been 
able,  through  the  W.  P.  A.,  to  obtain  a  tunnel 
under  the  railroad  tracks  leading  from  Hyde 
Park  to  Washington  street,  and  I  hope  when 
that  goes  into  effect  they  will  put  a  branch 
library  on  the  other  side  of  the  track  so  the 
people  won't  have  to  walk  one  mile  or  two 
to   a  branch   library. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


RELIEF    STATION,    FOREST    HILLS. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Hospital  Trustees  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  constructing  a  re- 
lief station  in  the  Forest  Hills  section  of  Ward 
19. 

Passed    under    suspension   of   the   rule. 


RE-EMPLOYMENT    OF    FORMER    CITY 
EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  Mayor  Mansfield  consider  the 
advisability  of  giving  preference  in  re-employ- 
ment to  those  old  city  employees,  some  of 
whom  worked  for  the  city  twenty,  twenty-five 
and  up  to  thirty-six  years,  who  were  let  go 
during  the  first  part  of  his  administration. 
Passed    under   suspension    of    the   rule. 


REDUCTION    OF    BOSTON    TAX   RATE. 

Coun.    NORTON    offered    the   following: 
Ordered,      That     Mayor     Mansfield     consider 
the    advisability    of    taking    drastic    steps    im- 
mediately   to    reduce    the    present    Boston    tax 
load. 

Coun.     NORTON     presented     the     following 
figures : 


City. 

Population. 

Total  Amount  Levied  Against  Real 
Estate  in  Taxes  for  Year  1937. 

1,950,961 

1,568,662 
1100,42!) 
821,960 
781.188 

543,792,609  24 

51,820,326  67 

25,381,779  28 

26,000,000  00  (approximate) 

56,904,677  37 

426 


CITY     COUNCIL. 


Coun.    NORTON— (Mr.    Chairman,    the   above 
astounding    figures    show    a    home   or    building 
in  Boston  pays  about  double  the  taxes  it  would 
in     other     American     cities.     New    York     City 
and     Chicago     are     the     only     two     American 
cities    which    take    more    money    out    of    realty 
than     Boston.      Chicago     takes     under      $100,- 
000,000    a    year    from    its     real    estate    yet  'is 
over   four    times   the  size   of   Boston    in    popu- 
lation.    Over     1,200     buildings     and     dwellings 
were    torn    down    in    Boston    last    year.     Nor- 
mally, 300  or  less.     Since  1920  over  800  manu- 
facturing    establishments     have     left     Boston, 
meaning  a  loss   of  a  job  to  over  40,000  people 
and    a   salary   loss   of    over   $50,000,000    a   year. 
75,000   unemployed    walk   the   streets.     Already 
we  have  over  150  parking  spaces   in  our  small 
downtown      area,      in      most     cases,     buildings 
torn  down,   unable  to  meet  the  high   tax.     De- 
troit    reduced     taxes     against     realty     between 
1981    and     1987    from     $67,315,594.29    to    $51,- 
820,326.87.     Philadelphia     from     $62,081,069.51 
to    $43,792,609.24.     Boston    must    do    the    same 
quickly.     Today    you    can    buy    the    bonds    of 
pnactically    any    big    building    in    the    city    for 
25  cents  on  the  dollar  or  less  of  assessed  valu- 
ation.    Building   at   175-179  Washington   street, 
assessed  for   $400,000,   recently   leased   for   $14,- 
000    a    year   with    option   to   buy    for    $100,000. 
At  154  Beacon  street,  assessed  for  $34,000,  sold 
for    $8,750.     I   could   present   a   volume  of   this 
evidence.     We    are    losing    our    population.     A 
family    can    live    in    Milton    or    Brookline    and 
be    just   as    handy    to    Boston    for    from    $2    to 
$3    a    week    less,    considering    taxes,    auto    in- 
surance,    etc.     For    the    past    five    years    we 
have     averaged     1,000     vacant     seats     a     year 
in   our   primary    schools,    this   year    it    is    2,000 
or    more.     Over    200,000     people    live    on     the 
City,    State    or    Federal    Government     in    Bos- 
ton    today.     Boston     depends    upon     commerce 
and  industry  and  we've  strangled  to  death  our 
very  living,  with  the  highest  taxes   of  any  big 
city     in     all     America.     10,000     of     our     homes 
have   been    foreclosed    or   are   foreclosable.     Do 
you   know  what  the   loss   of  a   home,   the   roof 
over  their  heads  in  old  age,  means  to  a  couple 
that    have   slaved    all    their    lives  ?     Come    into 
my    ward    and    see    the    disaster,    a     ward    of 
smiaiU     home     lowftiers,     for     yourself.     Instead 
of   decreasing    taxes   on    realty,   as    other   cities 
have    done,    Boston    goes    on    increasing    them. 
The    city     now     owns     over     2,000     pieces     of 
property  unable  to  pay  taxes.     No   one   knows 
what    to   do   with    it. 

Boston  faces  a  crisis.  We  face  payless  pay 
days  for  city  employees.  A  cutting  down  of 
welfare  to  genuinely  poor  families.  Finan- 
cial chaos  unless  we  face  the  facts  at  once. 
During  the  depression  many  large  cities 
have  lost  industries,  school  population,  etc., 
but  none  of  them  have  gone  down  so  fast 
as  has  Boston  and  this  is  mainly  because 
the  power  to  tax  is  the  power  to  destroy  and 
we  are  the  highest  taxed  big  city  in  all 
America. 

The   order    was    passed    under   suspension    of 
the  rule. 


EXPENDITURE    OF   W.    P.    A.    FUNDS    ON 

ASSESSING   SYSTEM. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Roard  of  Assessors, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  advise  the 
Council  regarding  the  expenditure  of  ap- 
proximately $1,200,000  of  W.  P.  A.  money  to 
bring  the  so-called  Assessing  System  up-to- 
date,  and  what  has  been  accomplished  to 
date.  Where  the  matter  now  stands  ?  When 
will   it   be   completed? 

In  connection  with  the  order,  Coun. 
NORTON  submitted  the  following  editorial 
f  rom  a   Boston   newspaper : 

"The  Boston  Mayoralty. 
"Only  tonight  and  tomorrow  remain  for 
registration  in  the  1937  Boston  mayoralty. 
All  American  citizens  who  have  lived  in 
Boston  for  more  than  six  months  and  in 
Massachusetts    for    more    than    a    year    should 


make  certain  their  names  appear  properly  on 
the  voting  lists.  Particularly  is  this  import- 
ant, in  view  of  the  disclosures  that  voting 
rolls    have   been   tampered   with. 

"The  extent  of  these  manipulations  is  un- 
known, but  even  if  subsequent  investiga- 
tion proves  them  to  be  limited  the  disclos- 
ures thus  far  made  have  served  a  useful  pur- 
pose. They  have  focused  public  interest  in 
the  campaign  at  a  time  when  candidates  were 
complaining  of  general  apathy  toward  it, 
and  this  year,  if  ever,  Boston  needs  a  public 
interest  that  demiamds  not  only  a  house 
cleaning  of  its  voting  lists,  but  also  a  reasoned 
discussion  on  the  part  of  candidates  of  all 
the    fundamental    problems    facing    Boston. 

"One  such  problem  that  appears  to  be 
approaching  a  climax  is  the  mode  of  as- 
sessing taxes  in  Boston.  As  a  result  of  dis- 
closures made  in  this  newspaper  concerning 
a  card  index  of  assessment  information  com- 
piled during  the  last  five  years  at  a  cost 
of  $1,200,000 — a  card  index  which  now  re- 
poses unused  in  a  vault  at  the  Army  Base — 
Councilor  Norton  has  promised  to  introduce 
in  City  Council  an  order  demanding  an  ex- 
amination of  Boston's  assessing  and  abatement 
procedure. 

"Perhaps  no  other  functions  of  the  city 
government  have  moved  in  such  an  aura  of 
Suspicion  and  ill  report  as  its  voting  and 
taxing.  Both  affairs  now  seem  to  be  ap- 
proaching a  point  where  aroused  public  con- 
sciousness of  the  evils  can  make  certain  their 
elimination." 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension 
of   the    rules. 


SIDEWALK,   PARK   STREET. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  Coun.  Wilson,  of- 
fered  the   following  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  Park  street, 
Nos.  280-284.  Ward  17,  in  front  of  the  estates 
bordering  thereon,  said  sidewalk  to  be  from 
3  to  10  inches  above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to 
be  from  5  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  to  be 
built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite  edge- 
stones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of   the  Special   Acts   of   1917. 

Passed    under    a   suspension   of    the   rules. 


COAL    DUST    IN    SOUTH    BOSTON. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  and  KER- 
RIGAN offered   the  following: 

Ordered.  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  direct  the  Health  Department  of 
the  City  of  Boston  to  investigate  into  con- 
ditions in  the  vicinity  of  that  part  of  South 
Boston  between  City  Point  and  Christopher 
J.  Lee  Playground,  caused  by  soft  coal  dust 
from  such  coal,  attributable  to  the  manner 
in  which  such  coal  is  stored  and  handled  on 
various  premises  and  public  ways  in  that 
vicinity,  and  that  the  department  be  requested 
to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  proper  to  im- 
prove such  conditions  without  placing  an 
unfair  burden  upon  the  owners  or  users  of 
said  coal,  and  to  report  the  result  of  its  in- 
vestigation and  its  recommendations,  if  any, 
to  the  Council  by  filing  the  same  with  the 
Clerk  of  the  Council  on  or  before  the  first 
Monday  of  December  in   the  current  year. 

Passed   under  suspension  of   the  rule. 


BRANCH    LIBRARY   IN    DORCHESTER. 

Coun.   McGRATH  offered   the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  arrange  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  branch  library  in  the  Cedar  Grove- 
Cushing    Hill     section     of    Dorchester. 

Passed  under  suspension  of   the  rule. 
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TIME    OFF    FOR    POLICE    DEPARTMENT 
MEN. 

Coun.   MoGRATH  offered   the  following: 
Ordered,     That   the    Police   Commissioner   be 
requested  by  his   Honor  the  Mayor  to  establish 
a  program  permitting  officers  and  men  of  the 


Police  Department  one  day  off  in  seven  in- 
stead of  the  present  plan  of  one  day  off  in 
eight. 

Passed  under  suspension  of   the  rule. 


Adjourned,    on    motion    of    Coun.    DOWD,    to 
meet  on  Monday,  November  8,  1937,  at  2  p.  m. 


CITY    OF    BOSTON    PRINTING    DEPARTMENT 


OITY    COUNCIL. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  November  8,  1937. 
■Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m., 
President  FITZGERALD  in  the  chair.  Albsent 
Coun.  Kilroy,  Peter  A.  Murray,  Selvitella, 
Tobin   and   Wilson. 


JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  under  the  law,  Coun. 
ROBERTS  and  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  pre- 
siding at  the  box  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor, 
as  follows  : 

Seventy-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Crim- 
inal  Court,   to   appear  December  6,   1937 : 

Richard  J.  Goggin,  Ward  1  ;  Maurice  Pado- 
witz,  Ward  1;  Ralph  E.  Pemberton,  Ward  1; 
Joseph  A.  Vesce,  Ward  1 ;  James  F.  Brothers- 
ton,  Ward  2 ;  Edward  M.  Collins,  Ward  2 : 
John  J.  Lynch,  Ward  2  ;  Michael  H.  McLaugh- 
lin, Ward  2  ;  Leo  V.  Nihan,  Ward  2  ;  Dennis 
J.  Donovan,  Ward  3 ;  Harry  M.  Anderson, 
Ward  4 ;  Frank  G.  Bird,  Ward  4 ;  Joseph 
R.    Warren,    Ward   4 ;   John   L.    Hayden,   Ward 

5  ;  Arthur  C.  McCallan,  Ward  5  ;  John  F.'  R. 
Carney,    Ward    6 ;    Michael    F.    Jennings,   Ward 

6  ;  James  T.  Santry,  Ward  6  ;  Max  M.  Frohn, 
Ward  7  ;  William  E.  Hoeft,  Ward  7 ;  Thomas 
V.  McDonough,  Ward  7 ;  Michael  Powers, 
Ward  7  ;  Hugh  J.  McNally,  Ward  9  ;  Diab  E. 
Shaw,  Ward  9;  Alfred  M.  Gerling,  Ward  10; 
George  L.  O'Brien,  Ward  10 ;  William  J. 
Curley,  Ward  11  ;  Alfred  F.  Cutting,  Ward  11 ; 
George  A.  Hall,  Ward  11 ;  Theodore  W.  Muir, 
Wlard  HI ;  Burton  Hughes  Wheelock,  Sr., 
Ward    11 ;    Mark    Burston,    Ward     12 ;    Albert 

1 F.  Huston,  Ward  12 ;  George  C.  Johnston, 
Ward  12 ;  Patrick  T.  Flynn,  Ward  13 ;  Peter 
M.  Hoye,  Ward  13;  Robert  G.  Martin,  Ward 
13 ;  Dan  McDonald,  Ward  13 ;  Louis  Rosen- 
thal, Ward  13;  Harry  R.  Daniels,  Ward  14; 
Abraham  Levine,  Ward  14,  Victor  Yanoff, 
Ward  14;  Thomas  F.  Castles,  Ward  15;  Harry 
V.  Crocker,  Ward  16  ;  Leo  J.  Mullaney,  Ward 
16 ;  Arthur  L.  Noyes,  Ward  16 ;  Lawrence 
B.  Reardon,  Ward  K> ;  Walter  C.  Swanson, 
Ward  16 ;  William  Devins,  Ward  17 ;  Louis 
George  Friesz,  Ward  17 ;  Harold  J.  Graham, 
Ward  17;  George  E.  T.  Kinsley,  Ward  17; 
William  T.  Downing,  Ward  18 ;  James  J. 
Lally,  Ward  18 ;  James  Lynch,  Ward  18 ; 
Frank  Martell,  Ward  18 ;  Henry  A.  McLean, 
Ward  18  ;  John  W.  O'Connor,  Ward  18  ;  Paul 
H.  Rauhaut,  Ward  18 ;  James  A.  Roberts, 
Ward  18;  Carleton  E.  Smythe,  Ward  18;  Her- 
man G.  Curtis,  Ward  19 ;  Austin  A.  Fraser, 
Ward  19;  Harold  M.  Hatfield,  Ward  19; 
James  V.  Malloy,  Ward  19  ;  Elmer  F.  Perkins, 
Ward  19;  Charles  H.  Reed,  Ward  19;  James 
J.  O'Leary,  Ward  20;  Anthony  H.  Stofflet, 
Ward  20;  Alexander  B.  Way,  Ward  20; 
Charles  H.  Covell,  Ward  21 ;  Earle  B.  Harvey, 
Ward  21 ;  Andrew  Y.  Sharpe,  Ward  21 ; 
Frank  L.  Campbell,  Ward  22  ;  John  F.  Magee, 
Ward  22  ;  Edward  D.  Moran,  Ward  22. 

Ninety-two  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  October  Sitting,  to  appear  December 
6,    1937: 

Francis  A.  Gunn,  Ward  1  ;  Victor  Loschi, 
Ward  1 ;  Joseph  P.  Morrissey,  Ward  1 ;  Albert 
J.  Saeeo,  Ward  1  ;  Cornelius  Cadigan,  Ward  2  ; 
John  J.  Callahan,  Ward  2  ;  Alfred  W.  Dagle, 
Ward  2  ;  William  E.  Norton,  Ward  2 ;  James 
A.  Ronan,  Ward  2  ;  Frank  Birkbeck,  Ward  3  ; 
Jacob  S.  Freedman,  Ward  3 ;  Timothy  Ma- 
honey,  Ward  3  ;  Owen  J.  McCoy,  Ward  3 ; 
James  IH.  McKenna,  Ward  3 ;  John  O.  Far- 
quhar,    Ward    4;    Edward    V.    Ford,    Ward   4; 


Walter  C.  Gile,  Ward  4 ;  James  Cunningham, 
Ward  5  ;  William  A.  O'Brien,  Ward  5 ;  Edgar 
R.  Payson,  Jr.,  Ward  5  ;  Rudolph  F.  Dahlgren, 
Ward  6 ;  Anthony  P.  Rudock,  Ward  6 ;  John 
W.  Kiley,  Ward  7 ;  Charles  H.  Duncan,  Ward 
8;  George  A.  McCarthy,  Ward  8;  Earl  A. 
Bradley,  Ward  9;  Henry  L.  Cole,  Ward  9; 
Arthur  F.  Hagerty,  Ward  9 ;  Wallace  Mc- 
Elaney,  Ward  10 ;  William  A.  Murray,  Ward 
10 ;  James  Randall,  Ward  10 ;  Maurice  E. 
Rogers,  Ward  10 ;  Edward  F.  Cotter,  Ward 
111;  John  T.  Ferrie,  Ward  11;  John  L.  Har- 
rington, Ward  11 ;  Robert  E.  Short,  Ward 
11 ;  George  P.  Snow,  Ward  11 ;  John  F.  Gran- 
ville, Ward  12 ;  Albert  Mahone,  Ward  12 ; 
William  F.  Walsh,  Ward  12;  Thomas  H. 
Curley,  Ward  13 ;  Robert  J.  Williams,  Ward 
13 ;  Isaac  Ascher,  Ward  14 ;  James  J.  Biggio, 
Ward  14 ;  David  B.  Levy,  Ward  14 ;  James 
L.  Major,  Ward  14;  Hyman  E.  Shalit,  Ward 
14 ;  Timothy  J.  Ahern,  Ward  15 ;  John  J. 
Bishop,  Ward  15 ;  Edward  F.  Havlin,  Ward 
15;  John  W.  Kelly,  Ward  15;  Kenneth  Mc- 
Eachern,  Ward  15 ;  Horace  C.  Brown,  Ward 
16 ;  Joseph  A.  Devine,  Ward  16 ;  Paul  V. 
Dunphy,  Ward  16 ;  John  P.  Dunphy,  Ward 
16 ;  Joseph  J.  Hurley,  Ward  16 ;  Angus  A. 
Martin,  Ward  16;  John  Traverse,  Ward  16; 
Thomas  H.  Williamson,  Ward  16;  Harold  R. 
Betts,  Ward  17 ;  Leon  D.  Mincher,  Ward  17 ; 
Charles  L.  Peterson,  Ward  17 ;  Harold  A. 
Reed,  Ward  17 ;  Alexander  Smith,  Ward  17 ; 
Frederick  J.  Stevens,  Ward  17 ;  William  Bul- 
lock, Ward  18;  James  F.  Cox,  Ward  18; 
Thomas  F.  Dolan,  Ward  18 ;  Jeremiah  J. 
Hegarty,  Ward  18 ;  Keith  F.  Kimball,  Ward 
18 ;  Alexander  J.  McNair,  Ward  18 ;  Everett 
R.  Merson,  Ward  18 ;  Frederick  C.  Parker, 
Ward  18;  George  H.  Zwicker,  Ward  18;  John 
A.  Campbell,  Ward  19 ;  Joseph  D.  Dillworth, 
Ward  19 ;  George  R.  Harms,  Ward  19 ;  John 
L.  MaoDonald,  Ward  19 ;  John  J.  Norton, 
Ward  19 ;  Frank  J.  Jackson,  Ward  20  ;  Herbert 
H.  Stedmian,  Ward  20;  Robert  H.  Beckley, 
Ward  21  ;  William  C.  Paice,  Ward  211 ;  Adolph 
J.  Piirier,  Ward  21;  William  J.  Cooke,  Ward 
22 ;  John  J.  Costello,  Ward  22 ;  Alexander 
J.  Currie,  Ward  22  ;  Ernest  A.  Harvey,  Ward 
22 ;  Michael  W.  Henahan,  Ward  22 ;  Lorenzo 
K.  Mercer,  Ward  22 ;  Thomas  J.  Sullivan, 
Ward   22. 


Coun.    GALLAGHER   in   the  chair. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY    THE    MAYOR. 

Subject '  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor   submitted   the   following   appointments: 

Harold  A.  Brewster,  to  be  a  Constable, 
authorized    to   serve  civil   process. 

Weighers  of  Coal :  Eleanor  C.  McDevitt, 
56  Lithgow  street,  Dorchester,  Mass.  ;  Arthur 
Gaulin,  114  St.  Botolph  street,  Boston,  Mass. ; 
Coleman  B.  Connolly,  10  Salem  street,  Charles- 
town,    Mass. 

Weigher  of  Goods :  Walter  McDonough,  16 
Sudan    street,    Dorchester,    Mass. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


VETO   OF   SIDEWALK  ON   PARK   STREET, 
WARD    17. 
The   following  was   received : 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the   Mayor,    October    28,    1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved 
and  without  my  signature  an  order  adopted 
by  your  Honorable  Body  on  October  18,  1937, 
for  the  installation  of  an  artificial  stone 
sidewalk  with  granite  edgestones  along  280- 
284  Park  street  in  Ward  17. 
1  I  am  informed  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  that  there  are  no  funds  available 
at  the  present  time  for  this  construction. 
Under  the  circumstances  I  am  constrained  to 
veto  the  order. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W,  Mansfield,  Mayor, 
Placed   on    file. 


429 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


RESURFACING   OF    GLENARM    STREET. 
The    following    was    received: 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of   the  Mayor,    October   28,    1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

■Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  relative  to  your  order  of  October  4, 
1937,  concerning  the  resurfacing  with  smooth 
paving  of  Glenarm  street  in  Ward  14. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City   of    Boston, 
Public    Works    Department, 

October  18,  1937. 
Mr.   John   F.   Gilmore,   Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  order  of  City 
Council  dated  October  4  stating  that  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  resurface 
with  smooth  paving  Glenarm  street,  Ward 
14,  and  you  are  informed  that  Glenarm  street 
from  Washington  to  Seaver  streets  has  a 
length    of    599   linear   feet. 

To  construct  this  street  with  an  asphalt 
pavement  on  a  6-inch  concrete  base,  regulating 
edgestone,  new  edgestone,  artificial  stone 
sidewalks  and  artificial  stone  driveways  would 
cost   approximately    $4,700. 

There   are    no   funds    available   for   this    type 
of    construction,     but    we     will     put    it    on     a 
W.      P.     A.     project     for     construction     with 
asphalt   penetration    if    it    is   desired. 
Respectfully   yours. 

E.   M.   Richardson, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed    on    file. 


DORCHESTER    AND    WEST    ROXBURY 
BUS    SERVICE. 

The    following    was    received : 
City    of   Boston, 
Office  of  the   Mayor,   October  25,  1937. 
To   the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  transmit  two  communications 
from  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  relative  to  your  order  of  September 
27,  1937,  and  your  order  of  October  4,  1937,  con- 
cerning, respectively,  the  establishment,  of 
a  bus  line  between  Harrison  square  and 
Savin  Hill,  Dorchester,  and  the  furnishing 
of  Sunday  bus  line  service  to  the  people  using 
the  bus  line  between  Roslindale  square  and 
Weld  and  Maple  streets  in  West  Roxbury. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Boston    Elevated    Railway, 

October  21,   1937. 
Mr.   John  F.   Gilmore,   Jr., 

Assistant  'Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  letter  of  October 
5,  with  order  of  the  City  Council,  requesting 
establishment  of  a  bus  line  between  Harrison 
square  and  Savin  Hill,  Dorchester,  we  are 
now  operating  a  bus  line  between  Savin  Hill 
Station  and  Freeport  and  Mill  streets,  which 
is  in  close  proximity  to  Harrison  square,  the 
service  on  week  days  being  from  7  to  10 
a.  m.  aind  3  to  7  p.  m.  and  on  Saturdays  from 
7  to  10  a.  m.  and    12.20  to  7  p.  m. 

We   do    not   feel    that    additional   service   can 
be  justified   at  the  present  time. 
Very   truly   yours, 

Edward  Dana, 
President     and     General    Manager. 

Boston    Elevated    Railway, 

October  21,    1937. 
Mr.   John   P.   Gilmore,   Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  letter  of  October 
111,  with  order  of  the  City  Council,  requesting 
Sunday  bus  service  on  the  line  operating  be- 
tween Roslindale  square  and  Weld  and  Maple 
streets,  West  Roxbury,  we  are  at  the  present 
time  operating  Sunday  service  from  Maple 
street  through  Weld  street  to  Centre  street 
and   through   Centre  street  to  the  Holy  Name 


Church,  the  trips  being  scheduled  to  leave 
Weld  street  at  7.15  a.  m.  and  every  hour 
until    12.15   noon. 

This     service     meets     the     requirements     of 
patrons  desiring  to  attend  church  services  and 
additional    Sunday    service    on    this    line    could 
not   at   the    present    time   be   justified. 
Very    truly    yours, 

Edward  Dana, 
President    and     General    Manager. 
Placed    on    file. 


ESCALATORS,   BOSTON   ELEVATED. 

The  following  was   received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of   the   Mayor,    October   28,    1937. 
To    the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen. — I  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication from  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  relative  to  your 
order  of  September  13,  1937,  and  your  order 
of  October  18,  1937,  concerning,  respectively, 
the  erection  of  escalators  at  the  Green  Street 
Terminal  and  at  Ashmont  Station. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

Boston    Elevated    Railway, 

October   26,    1937. 
Mr.   John    F.   Gilmore,   Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — The  trustees  have  considered  the 
requests  contained  in  orders  of  the  City 
Council  accompanying  your  letters  of  Septem- 
ber 17  and  October  21  for  installation  of 
escalators  at  Ashmont  Station  and  at  Green 
Street  Station. 

Similar  requests  have  been  received  for 
installation  of  escalators  at  six  different  sta- 
tions at  cost  estimated  to  amount  to  approxi- 
mately  a    million   and   a   quarter   dollars. 

In  addition  to  the  initial  cost,  there  would 
be  an  annual  cost  for  maintenance  and 
operation  which  would  be  added  to  the  deficit 
assessments,  and  under  the  present  circum- 
stances the  trustees  do  not  feel  that  their 
installation  can  be  justified. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Edward  Dana, 
President    and    General    Manager. 
Placed    on    file. 


USE    OF     RAT    POISON    IN     SCHOOLS. 

The   following   was   received : 

City   of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   November  1,   1937. 
Gentlemen, — I    transmit    herewith    a    commu- 
nication    from    the    School    Committee    relative 
to   your  order   of   October   18,    1937,  concerning 
the   use  of  rat  poison   in   the  public  schools. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

City   of    Boston, 
School   Committee,    October    29,    1937. 
Mr.   John   F.   Gilmore,   Jr., 

Assistant   Secretary,   Mayor's    Office. 

Dear  Sir, — At  a  conference  of  the  School 
Committee  held  on  Tuesday  of  this  week, 
October  26.  the  School  Committee  received  an 
order  passed  by  the  City  Council  on  October 
IS,   1937.  as   follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
issue  such  orders  as  will  result  in  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  use,  in  all  public  school 
buildings,  and  more  particularly  in  kinder- 
garten and  primary  grades,  of  rat  poison  or 
any  other  methods  which  endanger  the  lives 
and  safety  of  the  children  attending  said 
schools." 

The  School  Committee  has  referred  this 
order  of  the  City  Council  to  Mr.  William  W. 
Drummey,  Superintendent  of  Construction,  De- 
partment of  School  Buildings,  since  matters 
of  this  nature  come  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
that  department. 

Very    truly    yours, 
Ellen  M.  Cronin,   Secretary. 

Placed    on    file. 


NOVEMBER    8,    1937. 
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EXTENSION   OF   TIME,  W.  P.  A. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  Of    the  Mayor,    October   28,    1937. 
To  the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  Col.  Thomas  F.  Sullivan,  Admini- 
stration Assistant  of  Area  No.  1  of  the 
Works  Progress  Administration,  relative  to 
your  order  of  October  18,  1937,  concerning  an 
extension  of  the  period  of  time  of  reinstate- 
ment. 

'Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.   Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Works    Progress    Administration, 

Area    No.   1, 

1   Beacon   Street,    Boston, 

October  25,  ,1937. 
John   F.    Gilmore,    Jr., 

Assistant  Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — Iin  reply  to  your  memorandum  of 
today's  date,  inclosing  copy  of  order  of  the 
City  Council  relative  to  extending  the  period 
of  time  or  reinstatement  on  W.  P.  A.  from 
sixty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  days,  would 
advise  that  on  or  about  October  1  of  this 
year,  State  Headquiarters  issued  a  ruling 
whereby  such  an  extension  of  time  was  made 
effective. 

Very   truly   yours, 

T.   F.   Sullivan, 
Administrative  Assistant. 
Placed    on    file. 


BRANCH    LIBRARY,    FOREST    HILLS. 

The    following    "was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   November    5,    1937. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Director  of  the  Public  Library 
of  the  City  of  Boston  relative  to  your  order 
of  October  18,  1937,  concerning  the  placing 
of  a  branch  library  in  the  Forest  Hills  section 
of  Ward  19. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

City    of    Boston, 
Library   Department,    November   3,   1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor  of   Boston. 
Dear    Mr.    Mayor, — At    the    meeting    of    the 
trustees    on    October    29,    there    was    presented 
for    their    consideration    the    order    which    was 
passed   by  the   City   Council  on    October   18,   re- 
questing   the    Trustees    of    the    Boston    Public 
Library,    thrtough    his     Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
place    a    branch    library    in    the    Forest    Hills 
section   of   Ward  '19. 

Careful  consideration  was  given  to  the  re- 
quest. The  Board  requested  me  to  communi- 
cate -  its  interest  in  the  request  embodied  in 
the  order  and  at  the  same  time  to  express 
its  regret  that  at  the  present  time  it  is  not 
possessed  of  funds  to  make  possible  any  action 
further  than  that  of  maintaining  the  exist- 
ing  library    system. 

Yours    respectfully, 
Milton    E.    Lord,   Director. 
Placed   on    file. 


APPROPRIATION    FROM    PARKMAN 
FUND. 
The   following   was   received : 

City    of    Boston. 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    November   4,    1937. 
To    the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners requesting  the  transfer  of  the  sum 
of  $26,000  from  the  income  of  the  George  F. 
Parkman  Fund  to  the  Maintenance  and  Im- 
provement of  the  Common  and  Parks  in 
Existence  on   January   12,   1887. 


I    submit    herewith    an    appropriation    order 
and     respectfully     recommend      its     immediate 
passage   by   ytour   Honorable   Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

City   of    Boston, 
Park    Department,    November    1,    1937. 
Hon.   Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of   Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — By    vote   of    the    Board    of    Park 
Commissioners    you    are    respectfully    asked    to 
request  the   City   Council   to  transfer  from   the 
income   of   the   George   F.    Parkman    Fund    the 
sum  of   $36,000    which   is    now   available,   to   be 
expended    under    the    direction    of    the    Board 
of    Park    Commissioners,    as   follows : 
Common    and    Parks     in     Existence    on 
January   12,   1887,    Maintenance  and 

Improvement    of $36,000 

When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for 
the  year  1937,  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  yearly 
income  of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  was 
deducted  from  Item  A-il,  Permanent  Employees, 
with  the  understanding  that  this  deduction 
was  to  be  replaced  by  the  total  yearly  income 
of  said  Parkman  Fund  for  1937,  to  be  trans- 
ferred as  it  accrued  from  time  to  time  dur- 
ing the  year  to  the  regular  maintenance  ap- 
propriation of  the  Park  Department. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William    P.   Long,    Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  thirty-six  thou- 
sand dollars  ($36,000)  be,  and  hereby  is.  ap- 
propriated from  the  income  of  the  George  F.. 
Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for  the 
Maintenance  and  Improvement  of  the  Com- 
mon and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January  12, 
1887,    as    follows  : 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on 
January  12,  1887,  Maintenance  and 
Improvement    of $36,000 

Referred    to    Executive    Committee. 


TRANSFER   TO    ELECTION 
DEPARTMENT. 
The    following    was    received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    November   4,    1937. 
To    the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  an  order 
transferring  the  sum  of  $10,559  from  the  Re- 
serve Fund  to  the  various  items  of  the  budget 
of  the  B'oard  of  Election  Commissioners. 
This  transfer  is  necessary.  The  funds  trans- 
ferred will  be  used  to  conduct  a  special  pri- 
mary on  November  30  and  special  election  on 
December  14  of  1937,.,  to  be  held  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  a  Congressman  to  repre- 
sent the  Eleventh  Congressional  District, 
which  includes  Wards  1,  2,  3,  and  Precincts 
1  to  9  of  Ward  8,  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

I  urge  immediate  consideration  and  adoption 
by  your  Honorable  Body  of  the  accompanying 
order. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor  be, 
and    hereby    is,    authorized    to    transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund, 
$10,559,  to  the  appropriation  for  Election  De- 
partment, A,  Personal  Service,  2,  Temporary 
Employees,  $8,859  ;  B,  Contractual  Services, 
$1,200  ;   D,    Supplies.    $500. 

Referred  to    Executive   Committee. 


REPAIRS    FOR    SHAW    MONUMENT. 
The    following   was    received : 

City    of    Boston. 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    November   4,    1937. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  Art  Commission,  through 
its  chairman,  Mr.  Robert  P.  Bellows,  has  ad- 
vised  me   that  the  Shaw  Monument   on   Boston 
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Common  is  in  need  of  certain  repairs  for  the 
protection  of  the  monument  itself  and  the 
public.  Mr.  Bellows  recommends  that  these 
funds  be  made  available  out  of  the  income 
of  the  Phillips  Street  Fund.  For  your  in- 
formation I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  Mr.  Bel- 
lows' letter  under  date  of  October  27,   1937. 

I  transmit  herewith  an  order  appropriating 
the  sum  of  $6«0  from  the  income  of  the 
Phillips  Street  Fund  to  be  expended  by  the 
Art  Commission  for  the  above-mentioned  re- 
pairs, and  recommend  its  adoption  by  your 
Honorable   Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

City  of   Boston, 
Art   Commission,    October   27,   1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor   of   Boston. 
Dear   Sir, — This    is    to    request    the    sum    of 
$660    be    appropriated,    to    be   expended    under 
the     direction     of     the     Art     Commission,     for 
repairs     on     the    Shaw     Memorial     on     Boston 
Common,     opposite     the      State      House,      said 
amount   to   be    charged    to    the    Phillips    Street 
Fund  income. 

One  Of  the  six  ornamental  Tennessee  marble 
urns  on  the  balustrade  was  recently  pushed 
over,  happily  without  damage  to  itself  or 
the  public,  although  its  weight  is  several 
hundred    pounds. 

We  find  that  a  similar  accident  occurred  in 
the  year  ;1'928  and  that  the  urn  displaced  was 
so  badly  damaged  as  to  require  a  new  one 
to  be  made  at  a  cost  of   $427. 

To  prevent  injury  to  the  public  and  also  to 
the  monument,  we  think  it  highly  desirable 
to  take  down  all  six  urns,  to  drill  dowel  holes 
in  the  bases  Of  these  urns  and  also  on  the 
stands  where  they  sit,  then  provide  bronze 
dowels  and  reset. 

Respectfully    yours, 
Robert  P.   Bellows, 
Chairman,   Boston  Art  Commission. 

Ordered,  Thiat  the  sum  of  $660  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Art  Commission  in  mak- 
ing repairs  to  the  Shaw  Monument  on  Bos- 
ton Common,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
income  of  the  Phillips  Street  Fund. 

Referred   to   the   Executive   Committee. 


RESCISSION    OF    LOAN    ORDERS    FOR 
SCHOOLS. 

The  following  was  received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  4,  1937. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  two  orders 
which  rescind  loans  heretofore  authorized  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter 
366  of  the  Acts  of  1933,  as  amended  by 
chapter  21  of  the  Acts  of  1934.  The  funds 
were  borrowed  for  the  purpose  of  constructing 
a  Special  Class  School  in  the  John  Marshall 
District,  an  Intermediate  School  in  the  West 
Roxbury  district,  and  an  addition  to  the 
Robert  Gould  Shaw  School,  also  dn  the  West 
Roxbury  district.  I  am  informed  that  all 
of  these  schools  have  been  completed  and 
there  is  nO  necessity  for  further  borrowing 
to  defray  the  cost  of  their  construction.  I 
recommend  immediate  consideration  and  adop- 
tion by  your  Honorable  Body  of  the  attached 
orders   of  rescission. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money 
for  construction  of  one  intermediate  school  in 
the  West  Roxbury  district  and  an  addition 
to  the  Robert  Gould  Shaw  School  in  the  West 
Roxbury  district,  under  authority  of  chapter 
666,  Acts  of  1933,  as  amended  by  chapter  21, 
Acts  of  1934,  approved  by  the  Mayor  on 
July    2i4,    1934,    be    limited    to    $850,000,    and 


that  the  authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of 
said  amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,   rescinded. 

Ordered,  That,  the  right  to  (borrow  money 
for  Special  Class  School,  John  Marshall  Dis- 
trict, Dorchester,  under  authority  of  chapter 
366,  Acts  of  1933,  as  amended  by  chapter  211, 
Acts  of  1934,  approved  by  the  Mayor  on 
October  29,  1935,  be  limited  to  $110,000,  and 
the  authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of  said 
amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and  the  same 
hereby    is,    rescinded. 

Referred   to   the   Executive   Committee. 


TRANSFERS     WITHIN     DEPARTMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

Citv   of    Boston, 
Office   of   the  Mayor,   November    8,    1937. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  requests  for  trans- 
fers within  departmental  appropriations  have 
been  examined  and  investigated  by  the  Budget 
Commissioner.  I  accordingly  recommend  adop- 
tion of  the  accompanying  orders  by  your 
Honorable   Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Boston    Traffic    Commission : 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $955,  to  the  appropriation  for  C, 
Equipment,   $955. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
City    Council : 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  4,  Other  Departmental  Work,  $20 ; 
B,  Contractual  Services,  $18.50  ;  C,  Equipment, 
$51.50,  to  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,    2,   Temporary    Employees,    $90. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Hospital   Department : 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Nurses,  As- 
sistant Superintendents  of,  3  (4)  at  $1,550 
<&  year,  $300.82,  to  the  appropriation  for  A, 
Personal  Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees, 
Supervisor  of  Nurses,  0  (1)  at  $1,800  a  year, 
$300.82. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be.  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Hospital    Department : 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Physicians, 
5  at  $1,500  a  year,  $500,  to  the  appropriation 
for  A,  Personal  Service,  1,  Permanent  Em- 
ployees, Physicians,  0  (5)  at  $600  a  year, 
$500. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Physicians, 
12  at  $1,000  a  year,  $0.00,  to  the  appropriation 
for  A,  Personal  Service,  1,  Permanent  Em- 
ployees, Physicians,  4  (5)  at  $3,500  a  year, 
year,    $0.00. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Physicians, 
4  at  $3,500  a  year,  $0.00,  to  the  appropriation 
for  A,  Personal  Service,  1,  Permanent  Em- 
ployees, Physicians,  4  (5)  at  $3,500  a  year, 
$0.00. 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1.  Permanent  Employees,  Technicians, 
25   at   $16   to   $28   a    week,    $0.00,    to   the  ap- 
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propitiation  for  A,  'Personal  Service,  1,  Per- 
manent Employees,  Technicians,  25  (26)  at 
$116   to   $28   a   week,    $0.00. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Institutions  Department,  Child  Welfare  Divi- 
sion : 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $H25,  to  the  appropriation  fox  E, 
Materials,    $125. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
ibe,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Institutions  Department,  Child  Welfare  Divi- 
sion : 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $50,  to  the  appropriation  for  D, 
Supplies,    $50. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Market   Department : 

From  the  appropriation  for  D,  Supplies, 
$10,  to  the  appropriation  for  E,  Materials, 
$10. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be,     and    hereby    is,    authorized     to    make    the 

From  the  appropriation  for  Library  De- 
partment, H,  Relief  Projects,  $1,000,  to  the 
appropriation  for  Police  Department,  H,  Re- 
lief   Projects,    $1,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Public   Buildings   Department: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Telephone 
Operators,  10  alt  $1,600  a  year,  $105,  to  the 
appropriation  for  A,  Personal  Service,  1, 
Permanent  Employees,  Telephone  Operators, 
10  (111)  at  $1,600  a  year,  $5;  2,  Temporary 
Employees,    $100. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Public    Welfare   Department,    Central    Office: 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $2,875,  to  the  appropriation  for  D, 
Supplies,   $2,876. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
26,1  of  the  Acts  of  1893  the  City  Auditor 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Public    Works    Department,    Sewer    Service: 

From  the  appropriation  for  A,  Personal 
Service,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Mechanics, 
10  at  $6  a  day,  $2,000 ;  Steam  Engineers,  5 
at  $48  a  week,  $1,000 ;  Catch-bas'in  Cleaning 
Machine  Operators,  5  at  $6  a  day,  $2,000,  to 
the  appropriation  foT  A,  Personal  Service,  1, 
Permanent  Employees,  Inspectors,  37  at  $2,000 
to   $2,200   a   year,   $5,000. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
26)1  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Municipal    Court,    City   of    Boston : 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Servlice,  1,  Permanent  Employees,  Justices, 
Associate,  8  at  $9,000  a  year,  $750 ;  Justices, 
Special,  6  at  $30  per  diem,  $937.50,  to  the 
appropriation    for   F,    Special   Items,    $1,687.50. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Medical  Examiner  Service,  Northern  Division : 


From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $70,  to  the  appropriation  for  D, 
Supplies,    $70. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
2,611  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Medical    Examiner   Service,    Southern    Division : 

From  the  appropriation  for  D,  Supplies, 
$100 ;  C,  Equipment,  $10 ;  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $10,  to  the  appropriation  for  B, 
Contractual   Services,   $120. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter 
261  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  City  Auditor 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  the 
following  transfer  in  the  appropriations  for 
Penal  Institutions  Department,  House  of  Cor- 
rection : 

From  the  appropriation  for  B,  Contractual 
Services,  $6,500,  to  the  appropriation  for 
F,    Special   Items,    $6,'500. 

^Referred  to   Executive   Committee. 


SALE    OF    TAX    TITLE    PROPERTY. 

The  following  was  received : 

City    of    Boston, 
Office  of   the   Mayor,    November   8,    1937. 
To    the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — 1  transmit  herewith  letters  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  relat- 
ing to  offers  to  purchase  the  following  parcels 
of  property,  which  properties  were  acquired 
from  foreclosure  of  tax  titles  held  by  the  city: 

1.  Land  on  northeasterly  side  of  Dover 
street,    Boston. 

2.  654  East  Seventh  street  and  easterly 
side  of   Acadia  street,   South   Boston. 

'3.     1    Chester  place,   Boston. 

I  also  transmit  orders  authorizing  the  sales 
of  said  parcels.  The  prices  recited  in  the 
orders  are  minimum  prices,  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings  having  stated  in  his 
letters  that  the  sale  of  these  premises  at 
public  auction  with  minimum  prices  is  in  the 
■best  interests  of  the  city.  I  respectfully 
recommend  the  adoption  of  these  orders. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public   Buildings   Department, 

October    8,    1937. 
Hon.    Frederick   W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of   chapter    3,    Ordinances   of    1935,    concerning 
tax    title    property,    I    respectfully    submit    an 
offer     from     Wilfred     B.     Keenan,     32     Stuart 
street,    Boston,    Mass.,   for   the    vacant   land   at 
northeasterly     side     of     Dover    street,     Boston, 
and    more   fully    described   in    Case    10292,    File 
1468,    lin     the    sum     of    one    thousand     dollars 
($1,000). 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  May  10,  1937, 
amount  to  one  thousand  seventy-two  dollars 
and  four  cents  ($1,072.04),  which  includes 
the  nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the  year  1930, 
but   does    not    include    interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  one 
thousand  dollars  ($1,000)  is  approved  by 
your  Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property 
will  then  be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at 
public  auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder. 
The  figure  of  one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000) 
will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property 
that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be 
announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public 
auction    sale. 

In    my  opinion,    it   will  best  serve   the   city's 
interests    to   proceed   on    the   foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell    G.    Hall, 
Superintendent  of   Public    Buildings. 

■  N^  ?,•  I1937  taxes  are  not  officially  recorded 
in  Collecting  Department,  as  yet.  The  1937 
amount  appearing  in  cost  sheet  is  based  on 
the  assessed  value  and  the  1937  tax  rate, 
and  added  by  this  department.  Thus,  the 
collectors    signature   does    not   appear    hereon. 
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Radio    Center,    Inc., 

32   Stuart   Street, 

Boston,   Mass., 

Telephone   Liberty    9790, 

October    5,    1937. 
Mr.    George    Donovan, 

Care  of  Public  Buildings  Department, 
Boston. 
My  dear  Mr.  Donovan, — You  may  regard 
this  as  an  offer  on  my  part,  to  buy  the 
property  commonly  known  as  162  Dover  street, 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  made  up  of  1,540 
square  feet  of  land  on  the  northeast  side, 
for  $1,000.  Said  sale,  if  satisfactory  to  the 
city,   would   be  a   private  one. 

Will  you  be  good  enough  to  place  this 
offer  before  the  proper  authorities  and  let 
me  know  as  to  the  results? 

I    thank    you    for    your    courtesy    to    me    in 
this     instance,     and     I     would     appreciate     an 
acknowledgment   of  'this   letter. 
Thanking    you    again,    I    am. 

Yours   very   truly, 

WlLIPRBD    B.     KEENAN. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  May  10,  1937,  foreclosed  the  right  of 
redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5291,  page  253,  to  vacant 
land  situated  on  the  northeasterly  side  <>l 
Dover  street  in  said  Boston,  containing:  about 
a,'540  square  feet  as  is  more  fully  set  forth 
in   said   tax   deed  ;    and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  prem- 
ises has  been  made  by  Wilfred  B.  Keenan  in 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  ;  now,  there- 
fore,   it    is   hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's 
right,  title  and  interest  in  the  said  parcel  of 
land  at  public  auction  at  a  minimum  price 
of  one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000)  ;  and  it  is 
hereby   further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver. 
dn  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Ron- 
ton, to  the  purchaser  of  said  parcel  of  land 
a  written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form  to 
the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said 
City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the 
payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at 
said    auction. 

City   of   Boston, 
Public   Buildings   Department, 

September     15,     1937. 
Hon.    Frederick    W.    Mansfield, 
Mayor    of    Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  con- 
cerning tax  title  property,  I  respectfully  sub- 
mit an  offer  from  Chester  J.  Hayward,  65 
L  street,  corner  Broadway,  South  B.> 
Mass.,  for  the  land  and  buildings  located  at 
664  East  Seventh  street,  and  more  fully  de- 
scribed in  records  of  Land  Court,  case  No. 
73118,  Law  Department,  file  No.  1625,  in  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  (500)  dollars,  also  for 
the  vacant  land  located  on  Acadia  street, 
and  referred  to  as  lot  No.  20,  more  fully 
described  in  records  of  Land  Court,  case  No. 
8U09,  Law  Department,  file  No.  24S2,  in  the 
sum    of    seventy-five     (75)     dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  on  the  Acadia  street 
parcel,  uip  to  July  3.  1936,  amount  to  one 
hundred  eight  dollars  and  ninety-eight  cents 
($1108.98) ,  but  does  not  include  interest. 
Part  oif  these  costs  have  accrued  against  an 
original  assessment  for  a  building  which  has 
since  been  demolished.  The  cost  to  the  city 
on  the  East  Seventh  street  parcel  amounts  to 
five  hundred  ninety-two  dollars  and  thirty-six 
cents    ($592.36),   but  does   not  include   interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amounts  of  five 
hundred  (500)  dollars  and  seventy-five  (75) 
dollars,  respectively,  are  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property  will 
then   be  properly   advertised   for  sale   at   public 


auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The 
figures  of  five  hundred  (500)  dollars  and 
seventy-five  (75)  dollars,  respectively,  will 
be  the  minimum  price  for  the  properties 
that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will 
be  anounced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auc- 
tion   sales. 

In    my   opinion,    it   will   best   serve  the   city's 
interests   to   proceed   on   the  foregoing   basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell    G.    Hall, 
Superintendent    of     Public     Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount  is 
correct. 

John    F.    Doherty, 

City     Collector. 

Chester  Hayward, 

Real    Estate — Insurance, 

Mortgages, 

65  L  Street,  Corner  Broadway, 

South    Boston,    Mass..    August    24,    1937. 

Hon.   Frederick  W.   Mansfield   and  Boston    City 

Couneil. 
Re:     Foreclosed     Tax     Title    Property. 

Gentlemen, — You    are    respectfully    requested 

to  consider  my  offers  on  the  following  parcels: 

Lot    No.     20    Acadia    street.     South     Boston, 

Massachusetts,   approximately   1.S75  square  feet 

..I     vacant    land,    for    which    we    offer    $75. 

No.    654    East    Sevent.h   street,    South    Boston, 

approximately      4,650      square 

fie!    of    land,    for    which    we   offer    $500. 

Thanking    you    for    your    usual    prompt    co- 
i<in,     1     remain. 

Y  •  irs    very    truly. 

Chester    J.    Hayward. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  February'  7,  1936,  foreclosed  the  right 
of  redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5291.  page  637.  to  a 
parcel  of  land  with  the  buildings  thereon  situat? 
on  the  northerly  side  of  East  Seventh  itreet 
in  that  part  of  Boston  called  South  Boston  and 
containing  1.125  square  feet,  as  is  more  fully 
firth    in    said    tax    deed:    and 

Whereas.  An  offer  to  purchase  said  premises 
has   been   made  J.    Hayward   in    the 

sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  ($500)  ;  now, 
therefore,    it    is    hereby 

Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be.  and  he 
hereby  is.  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's 
right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of 
land  with  the  buildings  thereon  at  public 
auction  at  a  minimum  price  of  five  hundred 
dollars     ($500)  ;    and    i:     i<    hereby    further 

Ordered  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  the  purchaser  of  said  parcels  of  land  a 
written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form  to 
the  Law  Department  of  the  Ci'y  of  Boston, 
eying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  the 
said   Ci'y  in  said   premises  upon   the 

payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  6aid 
auction. 

is.  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree 
.  f  the  Land  Court.  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  July  3.  1936.  foreclosed  the  right  of  re- 
demption under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5366,  page  110,  to  a 
parcel  of  land  situate  on  the  easterly  side  of 
Acadia  street  in  said  Boston,  containing  about 
1,876  square  feet  of  land  as  is  more  fully  set 
forth    in   said   tax   deed:  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  prem- 
ises has  been  made  by  Chester  J.  Hayward  in 
the  sum  of  seventy-five  dollars  :  now.  therefore, 
it    is    hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is.  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's 
right,  title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land 
at  public  auction  at  a  minimum  price  of 
seventy-five  dollars  ($75)  ;  and  it  is  hereby 
further 
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Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Build.in.gB  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  an.d  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  the  purchaser  of  saiid  parcel  of  land  a 
written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form  to 
the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  the 
said  City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the 
payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said 
auction. 

City    of    Boston, 
Public    Buildings     Department, 

September   2:1,    1987. 
Hon.   Frederick  W.   Mansfield, 
Mayor   of  Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — In    accordance    with    the    provi- 
sions   of    chapter    3,    Ordinances    of    1935,   con- 
cerning  tax   title  property,    I  respectfully   sub- 
milt  an   offer   from   Michael    Ruane,   294   Wash- 
ington     street,      Boston,      attorney      for     Mrs. 
Margaret    Nbone,    for    the    land    and    buildings 
located    at    No.     1     Chester    place,    Boston,     in 
the  sum  of  four   hundred    (400)    dollars. 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  April  24,  1937, 
amount  to  three  hundred  eighty-seven  dollars 
and  forty-eight  cents  ($387.48),  which  in- 
cludes the  nonpayment  of  taxes  since  the 
year    1932,    but   does   not   include    interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  four 
hundred  (400)  dollars  is  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property  will 
then  be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at  public 
auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The  figure 
of  four  hundred  (400)  dollars  will  be  the 
minimum  price  for  the  property  that  the  ■ 
city  lis  willing  to  accept  and  will  be  an- 
nounced at  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction 
sale. 

In    my   opinion,    it  will  best   serve   the   city's 
interests   to  proceed  on   the  foregoing    basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswhll   G.   Hall, 
Superintendent    of    Public    Buildings. 

N.  B.  This  is  a  11937  foreclosure  and  be- 
cause of  the  fact  that  tax  amount  is  not 
officially  recorded  on  records  of  the  Collecting 
Department,  the  collector's  signature  does 
not    appear   hereon. 

Michael   Ruane, 

Attorney   and    Counsellor-at-Law, 

(Room    750) 

Old    South   Building,    294   Washington   Street, 

Boston,     Mass., 

September   15,    1937. 
George    P.   Donovan,    Esquire, 

Public  Buildings  Department,  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  the  matter  of  my  previoius 
offer  of  $375  on  behalf  of  Margaret  Nbone, 
for  No  1  Chester  place  now  called  Comet 
place,  Ward  9,  Boston,  Mass.,  Mrs.  Nbone 
was  at  my  office  today  and  is  willing  to  raise 
her  offer  to  $400  cash.  She  says  this  offer 
is   final. 

Please  let   me  know   if   it   is   accepted. 
Yours  truly, 

Michael  Ruane. 

Whereas,  The  Clity  of  Boston  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District 
dated  April  '24,  '1937,  foreclosed  the  right  of 
redemption  under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Botok  5480,  page  178,  to  a 
parcel  of  land  with  the  buildings  thereon 
situate  on  the  southwesterly  side  of  Chester 
place  in  said  Boston,  containing  648  square 
feet  of  land  more  or  less,  as  is  more  fully  set 
forth   in  said  tax  deed  ;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  said  prem- 
ises has  been  made  by  Mrs.  Margaret  Noone 
through  her  attorney,  in  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  dollars  ($400)  ;  now,  therefore  it 
is    hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Bu'ikhngs  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Mayor  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  rights 
title   and    interest  in   said   parcel   of  land   with 


buildings  thereon  at  public  auction  at  a  mini- 
mum price  of  four  hundred  dollars  ($400)  ; 
and    it   is    hereby   further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Btas- 
fon,  to  the  purchaser  of  said  parcel  of  land 
a  written  instrument,  satisfactory  in  form  to 
the  Law  Department  of  the  said  City  of 
Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest 
of  the  City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon 
the  payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid  therefor  as 
said    auction. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
and   Tax   Titles. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred    to   the   committees    named,    viz. : 

Claims. 

Lauress  A.  Bean,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to    ear  caused   by   city  dump   cart. 

Lawrence  F.  Blackwell,  for  compensation 
for   damage  to   car   by  city   cart. 

Mariano  Blangiardo,  for  compensation  for 
injuries   caused   by   city   truck. 

Phillips  L.  Boyd,  M.  D.,  for  compensation 
tor   damage   to   car   by    city   wagon. 

Louis  Cline,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  196  Cambridge  street,  caused 
by   flooding   of   cellar. 

Compressed  Steel  Shafting  Company  for 
compensation  for  damage  to  property  at  1587 
Hyde  Park  avenue,  caused  by  bullet  fired  by 
ponce. 

.    Mary    A.     Cosgrove,     for     compensation     for 
injuries    caused    by    an    alleged    defect    at    1953 
^Oolumbus    avenue. 

Thomas  F.  Dolan,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  108  Brown  avenue 
caused   by  break   in    water    pipe. 

IM.  Donovan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  15  Mt.  Vernon  street,  caused 
by    water   being   shut   off. 

Emma  Drago,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  34  Falmouth  street,  caused  by 
water    from    cellar. 

Raymond    J.    Galvin,    for    compensation    for 

s?m!fe  J°  ucar  ^"^  hV  'alleged  defect  at 
o  l    ot.    btephen    street. 

ini°^1„fF"-  ^l™0™:  to  be  reimbursed  for 
judgment    issued   against   him. 

,i=,MaX  *H'  Goidfis1?.  for  compensation  for 
damage  to   car  by  city  truck. 

Mary  A  Hirst,  for  compensation  for  damage 
XPt°uPcek.ty    ^    61     EUS"S    Street'     CaUSed    b" 

Sophie  Mann,   for  compensation   for   damage 

B&sr&sr* by  an  aiieged  «««*  s 

.    Harriet   Marsman,    for   compensation   for    in- 

HuHttTTZ  rV  a"  al,eg,el?  defeet  at  Massa- 
chusetts   and    Commonwealth    avenues 

Angelina    Mavilia,   for   compensation    for    in- 

eS  I^f^  hy<  a"  alleeed  defect  a*  37 
J±.ast.  Brookhne   street 

infurie?  ctr,T>"erney'    f,°r   <=°™>ensation   tor 

ford  street  *"    "1Ieeed   defect    in    Bed- 

,]aitl  ?•    McLaughlin,    for   compensation   tor 

32   Clf  rk ■»„  g  aTS  +Ca^Sed   by   stone   thrown   at 
™-  , rkwood  street,   Dorchester 

dam^f    R-    MufPlhy.    for    compensation    tor 

aus  dgebvtoJ?e*y  at  l"62  Columbus  avenue, 
caused  by  backing  up  of  sewage. 

John  J.  Nawn,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  63  Eustis  street  caused  bv 
negligent   maintenance  of  drains  y 

Martareetterp!;n'lvf0^7fUnd  °"  r^se  tickets. 
dam^ee?n   f1VCri!'      for      c°™Pensation      tor 
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Marvie  M.  Solan,  for  compensation  for 
dama/;e  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect 
at    5    Emerson    avenue,    Dorchester. 

Michael  and  Delia  Sullivan,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  property  at  66-68  Pleasant 
Hill   avenue,    during   blasting. 

John  J.  Sweeney,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
judgment    issued   against   him. 

Lillian  Yaffe,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect'  at  281  Chestnut 
street. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Mary  P.  Baxter  to  be  paid  an 
annuity  on  account  of  death  of  her  husband, 
Walter  Baxter,  an  employee  of  the  Police  De- 
partment. 

Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 
Pelbibion  of  Hart -Bus  Lines,  Inc.,  for  license  to 
operate  motor  buses  over  William  McClellan 
Highway,  from  Revere  line,  Saratoga  street, 
Chelsea  street,  Maverick  street,  to  Boston 
Elevated  station,  return  over  Maverick  street, 
Chelsea  street,  Bennington  street,  Chelsea 
street,    William    McClellan    Highway. 


APPROVAL    OF    TAX    TITLE    LOANS. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Emergency 
Finance  Board  of  approval  of  renewal  of  tax 
title  loan  for  $1,000,000,  said  vote  being  passed 
at    meeting    on    October    20.     1937. 

Also  approval  of  tax  title  loan  for  $1,000,000, 
said  vote  being  passed  at  meeting  on  October 
29,    1937. 

Also  approval  of  loan  of  $207,000  for  relief 
project,  chapter  107,  said  vote  being  passed 
at   meeting   of    October   29,    1937. 

The  communications  were  severally  placed 
on    file. 


APPOINTMENT     OF     FRANK     W. 
TOMASELLO. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  appointment  of  Frank 
W.  Tomasello  as  Associate  Justice,  Municipal 
Court  of  Boston,  and  that  on  October  8,  1937, 
he   took    the    qualifying    oaths    thereunder. 

Placed    on   file. 


APPOINTMENT    OF    DAIRY    INSPECTORS. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Health  De- 
partment of  appointment  of  Hillel  H.  Fried- 
man of  8  Wardman  road,  Roxbury,  and 
Leonard  M.  Higgins,  of  120  Warren  street, 
Brighton,    as    dairy    inspectors. 

Severally    placed    on     file. 


LEASE  OF  DRAKE  SCHOOL,  SOUTH 
BOSTON. 

A  communication  'was  received  from  the 
School  Committee  stating  that  at  meeting  of 
October  26  a  vote  was  passed  that  City  Coun- 
cil be  requested  to  authorize  the  committee 
to  lease  to  Stephen  Darius  Post  No.  317, 
American  Legion,  the  Drake  School,  C  and 
Third    streets,    South    Boston. 

Placed    on    file. 


NOTICE     OF     INTEREST     IN     CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  William  H.  Ellis, 
member  of  the  Board  of  Appeal,  of  interest 
in  contract  awarded  W.  H.  Ellis  &  Son  Com- 
pany by  Department  of  Public  Works  for 
furnishing  and  placing  fourteen  piles  at  Vic- 
tory    Road    Disposal    Plant. 

Placed    on    file. 


TREASURER'S    REPORT    ON    FIREMEN'S 
RELIEF   FUND. 

The  annual  report  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
Firemen's  Relief  Fund,  covering  year  ending 
August    31,    1937,    was    received. 

Placed    on    file. 


FINANCE     COMMISSION    REPORT     ON 

GEORGE    ROBERT    WHITE    FUND. 
The  following  was  received : 
City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,   November   6,    1937. 
The    Honorable   the    City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  Finance  Commission  has 
authorized  me  to  send  you  the  inclosed  report 
of  a  majority  of  the  Finance  Commission 
together  with  a  minority  report  in  relation 
to  the  investigation  requested  by  your  Honor- 
able Body,  under  date  of  April  5,  1937,  of 
the  transactions  between  the  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company  and  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  and  other  city  departments. 
Yours  very  truly, 
Robert  E.  Cunniff,   Secretary. 


City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,   November   5,    1937. 
To    the   Honorable   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — Pursuant  to  an  order  adopted 
unanimously  by  your  body  on  April  5,  1937, 
the  Finance  Commission  proceeded  with  an  in- 
vestigation of  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  and  its  transactions  with  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund  and  the  city  departments. 
On  April  20  the  commission  engaged  George 
R.  Farnum  as  special  counsel,  and  authorized 
him  for  and  in  the  name  of  the  commission  to 
find  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  charges  made 
by  members  of  the  City  Council,  and  when  he 
found  them  to  present  them  to  the  commission 
at  public  hearings.  The  entire  facilities  of 
the  commission  were  placed  at  his  disposal. 
From  the  beginning  to  the  end  the  members 
of  the  commission  left  the  entire  investiga- 
tion and  presentation  of  the  evidence  to  him 
as    special    counsel. 

After  many  weeks  of  private  investigation 
the  first  public  hearing  was  held  on  June  22, 
to  hear  the  evidence  as  presented  by  special 
counsel.  Thereafter  for  twelve  weeks,  during 
which  the  commission  sat  four  days  a  week 
and  sometimes  five  days,  the  facts  were  un- 
folded   in   great  detail. 

The  hearings  were  reported  daily  in  the 
press,  sometimes  at  much  length.  Certainly 
the  public  was  made  acquainted  with  the  facts 
as  they  were  developed.  Since  the  hearings 
were  closed  Mr.  Farnum  has  made  four  re- 
ports to  the  commission,  and  copies  have  been 
sent  to  your  body,  to  the  Mayor,  and  to  the 
other  trustees,  and  they  have  been  given  to 
the  press.  The  reports  have  been  made  a 
part  of  your  records.  The  commission  believes 
therefore  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  at 
length  the  evidence  as  developed  by  Mr.  Far- 
num. 

The  commission  would  call  special  attention 
to  the  significance  of  the  disappearance  of  the 
books,  records,  time  sheets  and  canceled  checks 
of  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company; 
also  the  withdrawal  on  the  eve  of  this  in- 
vestigation of  a  large  amount  of  funds  from 
its  bank.  The  court  refused  to  accept  the 
tale  of  the  officers  of  the  company  about  the 
loss  of  the  books,  and  ordered  them  produced. 
Failing  to  do  so,  the  officers  were  adjudged 
in    contempt   of   court,    fined   and   jailed. 

The  commission  followed  the  case  very 
closely.  Accordingly,  with  full  knowledge  of 
the  details  they  adopt  Special  Counsel  Farnum's 
reports  as  their  reports,  and  his  findings  of 
of  facts  as  their  findings.  They  believe  them 
to    be    accurate    and    sustained    by    the    record. 

The  commission  believes  the  facts  developed 
and  placed  upon  the  record  warrant  action  by 
the    District    Attorney. 

The  commission  also  believes  that  cavil 
suits  should  be  instituted  to  recover  money 
fraudulently  obtained  by  the  Codman  Hill 
Construction    Company   from   the   City   of   Bos- 
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ton  and  from  the  George  Robert  White  Fund. 
Special  Counsel  Farnum  contends,  and  the 
commission  agrees  with  ham,  that  the  neg- 
ligence of  the  trustees  in  the  administration 
of  the  trust  made  the  fra/ud  possible. 
Respectfully    submitted, 

'E.   Mark   Sullivan, 
Robert  Robinson, 
James    E.    Maguire, 
Joseph    A.    Scolponeti, 
The  Finance  Commission. 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance    Commission,    October    14,    1937. 
To   the    Honorable  the   City    Council. 

Gentlemen, — It  does  not  require  a  series  of 
involved  reports  to  adequately  sum  up  the 
evidence  presented  during  recent  protracted 
public  hearings  before  the  Boston  Finance 
Commission,  in  the  investigation  of  charges 
relative  to  the  George  Robert  White  Fund 
and  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company. 
Nor  does  it  require  more  than  average  in- 
telligence and  common  sense  to  separate  the 
wheat  from  the  chaff  and  arrive  at  an  equit- 
able appraisal,  based  on  factual  testimony 
and  unencumbered  by  innuendo,  personal  bias 
or   political   camouflage. 

The  charges  which  resulted  in  the  Council's 
order  for  this  investigation  were  of  so  serious 
a  character  as  to  warrant  the  fullest  possible 
inquiry.  The  sanctity  of  a  large  and  benefi- 
cent trust  established  for  the  benefit  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston  was  alleged  to  have  been 
violated.     The  Council  order  is  as  follows : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Finance  Commission  be 
requested  to  investigate  and  report  to  the 
City    Council   on    the    following    matters :  * 

1.  The  amount  of  moneys,  received  by  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company,  through 
the  trustees  of  the  George  Robert  White 
Fund,  together  with  list  of  contracts  or 
orders     covering    such     payments. 

2.  The  amount  of  moneys  received  by  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company,  through 
any  and  all  city  departments,  other  than 
the  White  Fund,  together  with  list  of  con- 
tracts   or    orders    covering    such    payments. 

'3.  Notation  on  such  reports  as  to  whether 
such  contracts  or  orders  were  issued  after 
competitive  bidding. 

4.  All  such  information  to  cover  the  years 
1985,    19'36   and    1937. 

'5.  Any  and  all  information  which  is  avail- 
able concerning  the  character  of  work  per- 
formed by  the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Com- 
pany, together  with  an  engineering  estimate 
as  to  the  proper  prices  which  should  have 
been  assessed  on  the  city  for  such  work. 

6.  Any  and  all  information  tending  to 
show  reasons,  if  any,  why  the  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company  should  receive  especial 
treatment  in  the  award  of  city  work,  or 
work  through  the  White  Fund,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  other  reputable  and  substantial 
contracting  firms   in   the  city." 

On  receipt  of  the  order  adopted  by  your 
Honorable  Council,  the  Finance  Commission 
engaged  Attorney  George  R.  Farnum  as 
special    counsel   to   conduct   the   investigation. 

Following  a  preliminary  inquiry,  public 
hearings  began  June  22,  1937,  in  the  Council 
Chamber  at  City  Hall,  and  with  the  exception 
of  several  days,  continued  through  Septem- 
ber 2.  Considerable  evidence  was  presented 
by  Mr.  Farnum  for  the  Finance  Commission, 
and  by  Mayor  Mansfield  and  others  for  the 
trustees  of  the  White  Fund.  More  than 
thirty  witnesses  testified  on  matters  pertain- 
ing  to    the   investigation. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Farnum  has 
filed  several  reports  with  the  commission  since 
the  hearings  closed,  I  feel  that  there  should 
be  no  misunderstanding  as  to  what  those 
reports  should  convey.  There  should  be  defi- 
nitely in  the  minds  of  your  Honorable  Body 
and  the  public  a  full  and  clear  conception  of 
the  manner  in  which  these  reports  were  treated 
by  me.  As  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission I  accepted  the  reports  but  did  not 
concur  with  them.  I  regarded  them  in  the 
nature  of — first,  observations  by  Mr.  Farnum 
which    were    not    necessarily    facts    proven    by 


this  investilgatlion ;  and  seJcomdliy,  that  as 
such  they  should  be  considered  in  the  same 
light  as  arguments  by  contending  counsel  in 
civil  or   criminal  cases   before  the  courts. 

Arguments  are  not  evidence,  and  the 
province  of  a  judge  and  jury  is  to  determine 
what  the  facts  are  after  hearing  the  evidence. 
In  this  investigation  the  same  impartial  duty 
devolved  upon  the  Finance  Commission- — to 
hear  whatever  arguments  may  be  offered  by 
counsel,  but  to  determine  the  real  issue  upon 
the  factual  evidence  contained  in  the  testi- 
mony of  the  witnesses  heard. 

There  are  many  instances  where,  in  argu- 
ments made  by  respective  counsel,  tangible 
evidence  is  omitted  deliberately  or  uninten- 
tionally. That  usually  occurs  When  oral  argu- 
ment are  made  without  counsel  having  had 
ample  opportunity  to  review  the  testimony 
and    prepare  his  brief. 

In  this  investigation  Mr.  Farnum  has  been 
given  more  than  ample  opportunity  to  pre- 
pare his  argument,  and  from  the  reports  that 
he  has  filed  I  find  that  evidence  introduced 
at  the  public  hearings  during  the  course  of  the 
investigation,  and  having  an  important  bear- 
ing on  the  case,  has  been  omitted.  It  neces- 
sarily follows,  therefore,  that  I  cannot  rec- 
oncile the  arguments  advanced  by  Mr.  Far- 
num with  the  evidence  presented  during  the 
public    hearings. 

White   Fund    Administration. 

Since  its  inception,  March  2,  1922,  the  White 
Fund  has  been  administered  by  a  b'oard  of 
trustees  comprising  the  Mayor  of  Boston  as 
chairman,  the  other  members  being  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Boston  Bar  Association,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  president  of  the  Boston  City  Council  and 
the  City  Auditor.  Until  May,  1935,  there  was 
a  paid  manager  at  an  annual  salary  of 
$20,000,  out  of  which  was  paid  the  salary  of 
the  clerk   of  the   board. 

The  first  manager  was  George  E.  Phelan, 
upon  whose  death  in  1930,  Judge  Edward  L. 
Logan  was  appointed  manager.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  Judge  Logan's  term  the  office  of 
paid  manager  was  abolished,  because  of  an 
oral  opinion  given  to  the  trustees  by  the 
Corporation  Counsel  of  the  City  of  Boston  that 
"the  administration  of  the  Fund  by  the  city  de- 
partments acting  under  the  supervision  of 
five  unpaid  trustees"  was  consistent  with  the 
intention  of  the  testator  and  within  the 
competence  of  the  city.  Subsequently,  the 
Corporation  Counsel  submitted  a  written 
opjmoin  to  the  effect  that  none  of  the  Fund 
or  its  income  could  legally  be  used  to  pay 
the  salaries   of  a    manager  or  clerk. 

Under  this  ruling  the  trustees,  on  May  27 
1935,  by  unanimous  vote,  designated  Major 
Koswell  G.  Hall,  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings,  to  assume  the  duties  of  manager 
of  all  the  real  estate  of  the  Fund.  The  vote 
authorized  Major  Hall  to  "take  over  the  care 
custody,  control  and  management"  and  to 
lease,  rent,  sell  and  keep  in  repair"  the 
said  property  under  the  direction  and  with  the 
approval   of    the    trustees. 

Repair    Program    Authorized. 

Major    Hall    testified    that    in    company    with 

George    L      Driscoll,     clerk    of    the    board,     he 

wi^f     ^C'y,  ma<le    an    '"tensive    survey    of    all 

White   fund    real   estate   and    found    the   Boyls- 

iZ  +i''e^-  Pr? -PCrties  in  deplorable  condition. 
Up  to  this  time  repairs  on  these  old  and 
dilapidated      buildings      had      been      negligible 

r,i'nh  °  it*  bUSineSS  ,eases  had  spired  and 
much  of   the   property  had  been   vacated 

It  was  further  developed  during  the  hear- 
ings that  for  several  yeare  conditions  had 
been  encountered  througn  water  seeping  into 
,the  basements  and  that  an  unsuccessful  at- 
tempt had  Wen  made  to  remedy  thiTcondi 
turn  by  partial  waterproofing.  Subsequently 
oTeaUof  <Ve  Ty   8-eTe  St-0rm   «"d     -Pn    ?act: 

SeJi$  z =  -~nr  ^ 

tue,eeaflretrime;aceCh    ^    CXtent   «*    *    ">**"- 

advised  rreUtrU<ste^nnat0ad''t,'°!1S-   MaJ'°r   M 
iruscecs   that  a  serious  emergency 
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had  arisen ;  that  general  repairs  were  neces- 
sary to  make  the  buildings  tenantable,  and 
that  the  danger  from  flooded  basements  of 
boilers  exploding  or  walls  collapsing  called 
for  immediate  remedial  action.  He  further 
advised  the  trustees  as  to  the  great  amount 
of  work  necessary  to  put  the  buildings  in 
proper  condition.  The  records  disclosed  that 
he  was  authorized  to  go  ahead  and  do  the 
work. 

It  ds  agreed  that  the  buildings  were  old  and 
in  dilapidated  condition  when  Judge  Logan's 
term  expired,  and  also  conceded  that  repairs 
had  to  be  made  in  order  to  keep  tenants  in 
the  buildings  and  attract  new  tenants  and 
place  the  properties  on  a  revenue-producing 
basis. 

Acting  under  the  authority  vested  in  him 
by  the  trustees,  Major  Hall  embarked  on  a 
program  of  repairs  and  selected  the  Codman 
Hill  Construction  Company  to-  do  the  work. 
He  vehemently  denied  that  the  Mayor  or  any- 
one else  had  influenced  him  in  his  choice  of  a 
contractor,  testifying  that  he  was  guided  solely 
by  the  excellence  of  the  work  previously  done 
by   this   firm  for  the  city. 

He  further  testified  that  he  had  never  made 
any  attempt  to  conceal  from  the  trustees  the 
nature  or  extent  of  the  work  being  done  and 
that  full  information  as  to  the  progress  of 
the  work  was  available  to  the  trustees  at  all 
times. 

Work  Properly  Awarded. 
Testimony  disclosed  that  the  order  system 
governing  city  work  did  not  apply  to  a  trust 
such  as  the  White  Fund;  that  it  had  never 
been  applied  during  the  terms  of  Managers 
Phelan  and  Logan,  and  that  Major  Hall  felt 
justified  in  following  the  practice  set  by  has 
predecessors. 

As  to  Ithe  waterproofing  contract  latter 
amended  to  provide  for  the  underpinning  work 
— in  view  of  the  grave  emergency  outlined  by 
Major  Hall,  the  trustees  decided  to  act  quickly 
to  remedy  the  conditions.  As  a  result,  the 
contract  was  entered  into  and  the  work  com- 
menced. 

While  it  is  true  that  the  work  began  be- 
fore the  contract  was  signed  by  all  the  trustees, 
in  ^my  opinion  this  was  done  because  of  the 
dangerous  conditions  outlined.  It  seems  to 
me  that  there  was  nothing  improper  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  work  was  started.  The 
evidence  presented  at  the  hearings  showed 
that  the  contract  had  been  approved  by  the 
Mayor  and  advertised  as  an  emergency  award, 
for  which  it  was  not  necessary  to  invite  com- 
petitive   bids. 

It  was  also  shown  that  the  Codman  Hill 
Construction  Company  appeared  to  be  quali- 
fied to  do  the  work.  Testimony  was  introduced 
showing  that  William  J.  Driscoll,  head  of  the 
firm,  has  constructed  dwellings  in  the  city 
and  suburbs  totaling  in  cost  several  millions 
of  dollars  and  that  in  the  construction  of 
these  buildings  had  been  obliged  to  waterproof 
and  cement  the  cellars.  He  testified  that 
practical  experience  counts  more  in  a  great 
many  cases  than  theoretical  knowledge  in 
this  class  of  work.  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  a  person  can  become  very  well  qualified  to 
do  certain  work  by  practical  experience  and  it 
is  not  always  the  theorist  who  does  the  work 
in    the   right  way. 

The  evidence  shows  that  this  waterproofing 
work  was  performed  under  most  difficult  con- 
ditions. Rotted  piling  had  to  be  cut  and 
replaced.  Capstones  had  to  be  removed  and 
the  supporting  walls  of  the  buildings  shored 
up.  Great  difficulty  was  encountered  in  re- 
moving the  mass  of  debris.  Furthermore,  all 
this  work  had  to  be  done  while  the  tenants 
were  in  the  buildings  and  it  was  shown  that 
the  tenants  were  not  inconvenienced  in  any 
way^ 

There  was  testimony  to  the  effect  that  since 
the  work  was  completed  there  were  odors 
emanating  from  the  basement,  giving  the  im- 
pression that  it  was  due  to  the  defective  and 
inefficient  manner  in  which  the  waterproofing 
was  done.  The  evidence  definitely  disclosed, 
however,     that     the    odors     resulted    from     the 


improper  use  of  a  trench  by  tenants  or  their 
employees,  who  emptied  refuse  and  garbage 
into  it  and  even  went  so  far  as  to  use  the 
trench  instead  of  the  regular  toilets  installed  in 
the  buildings. 

Work   Properly  Inspected. 

In  the  first  report  filed  by  Mr.  Farnum  he 
stated  that  "in  not  a  single  instance  was  there 
ever  a  timekeeper  or  inspector  representing 
the  White  Fund  of  the  City  on  the  job."  Major 
Hall's  sworn  testimony  was  that  at  his  re- 
quest Thomas  L.  Flynn,  a  civil  engineer  and 
inspector  in  the  Building  Department  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  had  been  "loaned"  to  the 
White  Fund  to  check  the  waterproofing  and 
underpinning  work  at  the  Boylston  street 
property.  Mr.  Farnum  introduced  Inspector 
Flynn  as  his  witness  and  Flynn  testified 
that  he  was  so  assigned  and  did  act  as  in- 
spector of  this  work.  Building  Commissioner 
Edward  W.  Roemer  also  testified  that  at 
Major  Hall's  request  he  had  assigned  Flynn 
to  the  job,  and  that  Flynn  was  a  capable 
and  efficient  inspector. 

As  regards  the  general  repair  work.  Major 
Hall  testified  that  he  relied  upon  Clerk  Dris- 
coll to  inspect  and  check  the  work  in  progress, 
when  he  himself  was  not  present.  Also 
that  he  had  made  personal  inspection  during 
the  progress  of  the  work  and  after  it  was 
completed,  was  satisfied  that  the  work  was 
properly  done  and  the  charges  reasonable, 
and  that  the  White  Fund  "got  a  first-class 
job    in    every    way." 

Testimony  of  Experts. 
Several  experts  testified  at  the  hearings 
with  reference  to  surveys  of  the  work  done 
nil  the  Boylston  street  buildings  in  efforts  to 
determine  the  character  of  the  work  and 
whether  the  charges  were  reasonable.  One 
of  the  experts  was  Mark  Linenthal,  a  structural 
engineer  of  many  years'  experience,  bearing 
an  excellent  reputation  in  his  profession,  who 
surveyed  general  repair  work  and  the  water- 
proofing and  underpinning  work  for  the 
Finance    Commission. 

Mr.  Linenthal  frankly  admitted  that  he 
could  not  observe  the  character  or  quality  of 
the  underpinning  work  because  of  the  com- 
pleted waterproofing  job.  He  did  question  the 
quality  of  the  work,  the  amount  of  material 
used  and  the  charges  for  the  general  repair 
work  rendered  to  the  White  Fund.  He  gave 
this  evidence  from  a  group  of  approximately 
seventeen  bills  which  he  considered  as  being 
representative  of  the  total  repair  jobs  done. 
He  also  testified  that  there  were  overcharges 
for  labor  and  trucking,  and  considering  the 
seventeen  jobs  he  estimated  there  had  been  a 
total    overcharge    of    approximately    $10,733. 

Armand  W.  Benoit,  associate  engineer  with 
Charles  T.  Main,  Inc..  of  Boston,  surveyed 
the  work  for  the  White  Fund  Trustees.  He 
stated  he  had  been  employed  by  his  com- 
pany since  1909.  that  he  started  as  a  drafts- 
man and  is  now  a  member  of  the  firm  and 
that  since  1918  had  had  complete  charge  of 
engineering,  including  manufacturing  plants, 
warehouses  and  steam  plants,  and  had  been 
supervising  engineer  for  more  than  fifty  proj- 
ects where  the  Gtrength  and  foundation  of 
buildings    were    involved. 

Mr.  Benoit  testified  that  he  had  surveyed 
the  White  Fund  work  in  question  and  found 
that  it  had  been  performed  in  workmanlike 
manner  and  that  the  charges  were  reasonable. 
He  further  testified  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  anyone  to  give  an  accurate  detailel  es- 
timate of  the  work  necessary  to  be  done  long 
after  it  was  done — as  to  how  it  was  done 
or  how  many  men  were  working  at  a  stated 
time — and  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  state 
a  fair  price  for  the  work  unless  he  knew  in 
advance  the  character  and  extent  of  the  work 
required. 

In  cross-examination  of  Mr.  Linenthal  by 
Mayor  Mansfield,  among  other  things  Mr. 
Linenthal  was  asked  the  question,  in  sub- 
stance, if  it  was  impossible  for  any  man  to 
give  an  estimate  of  the  work  as  it  was  done, 
whether    it   was   good  or   bad,   and   if   it   would 
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be  impossible  to  say  what  a  fair  price  would 
be,  unless  he  knew  in  advance  what  work  was 
to  be  dome ;  also  whether  he  agreed  with 
Mr.  Benoit's  testimony  to  that  effect.  Mr.  Linen- 
thai  answered  that  he  agreed  with  Mr.   Bemoit. 

Mr.  Samuel  Elio't,  who  has  been  in  the  real 
estote  business  for  many  years,  also  made  a 
survey  of  the  buildings  and  the  work  that 
was  done  for  the  trustees,  and  testified  that 
not  only  was  it  "a  good  job  throughout"  but 
made  recommendations  for  additional  expend- 
itures   to   modernize   the    property. 

In  connection  with  the  waterproofing  job 
the  contractor  had  given  to  the  city  a  bond 
in  the  sum  of  $5,000,  through  the  Maryland 
Casualty  Company,  as  a  guarantee  that  the 
work  would  be  efficiently  performed ;  and 
Major  Hall,  as  manager  of  the  White  Fund 
real  estate,  had  given  a  bond  in  the  sum  of 
$25,000  to  cover  his  acts  from  June  10,  1935, 
to  June  10,  1936.  During  this  period  a  sum 
approximating  $25,000  was  expended  for  re- 
pairs. In  addition,  the  sural  of  $13,111  due 
the  Codman  Hill  Construction  Company  is 
being  withheld  by  the  Mayor  on  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Finance  Commission,  pending  the 
outcome  of  this  investigation.  Thus,  in  the 
evenit  that  fraud  was  proven,  the  White  Fund 
was  protected  to  the  extent  of  approximately 
$43,-111. 

City  Auditor  Charles  J.  Fox,  also  a  White 
Fund  trustee,  testified  that  on  several  oc- 
casions he  had  held  up  bills  of  the  Codman 
Hill  Construction  Company  and  had  sum- 
moned in  William  J.  Driscoll  to  explain  certain 
items.  Satisfied  with  the  explanations  given 
as  to  the  honesty  of  the  charges.  Trustee 
Fox  stated  he  then  approved  the  bills  for  pay- 
ment. It  cannot  therefore  be  held  that  Mr. 
Fox  was  not  on  the  job  protecting  the  White 
Fund. 

The  trustees  in  this  instance  could  not  have 
been  expected  to  do  everything  themselves. 
As  trustees  they  had  a  right  to  rely  upon 
persons  to  whom  they  delegated  powers  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  trust ;  in  the 
same  manner  in  which  the  president  and 
directors  of  a  corporation  engage  executives, 
managers,  salesmen  and  employees  to  carry 
out  the  business  of  the  corporation ;  even  as 
the  mayor  of  a  city  who,  because  of  the 
voluminous  duties  devolving  upon  him,  must 
rely  upon  his  department  heads  to  carry  but 
city    business. 

It  is  a  wellnsettled  principle  of  law  that 
duties    can    be    delegated. 

The  evidence  revealed  that  when  Frederick 
W.  Mansfield  became  Mayor  of  Boston  there 
was  approximately  $92,000  in  cash  and  se- 
curities and  thirteen  parcels  of  real  estate  in 
the  White  Fund.  There  has  since  been  ac- 
cumulated approximately  $655,000.00  in  cash 
and  securities  and  the  real  estate  since  the 
repairs  were  made  is  producing  further  rev- 
enue. 

Conclusions. 

The  question  of  the  missing  books  of  the 
Codman  Hill  Construction  Company,  which 
was  the  subject  matter  of  a  proceeding  before 
a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  wherein 
the  Court  disposed  of  the  same  in  contempt 
proceedings,  does  not  alter  the  testimony 
which  was  presented  before  the  Finance  Com- 
mission, to  the  effect  that  the  work  was  done 
in  a  good  and  workmanlike  manner  and  that 
the    charges    were    proper    and    reasonable. 

After  a  personal  inspection  and  examina- 
tion of  the  waterpiroofing  job  and  from  the 
evidence  presented,  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
work  was  done  in  a  good  and  workmanlike 
manner.  As  further  evidence  of  that  fact, 
since  this  work  was  completed  there  has  been 
no  further  trouble,  no  water  has  penetrated 
the  basement  and  not  a  single  complaint  has 
since  been  recaived.  The  contractor  cannot 
be  held  responsible  for  odors  caused  by  the 
improper  use  of  the  trench  by  tenants  or  their 
employees. 

Evidence  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Farnum 
that  William  J.  Driscoll  had  done  work  for 
private  citizens  in  addition  to  the  work  he 
had  done  for  the  city  and  the  White  Fund.  I 
am  satisfied   that   this   outside  work  was   prop- 


erly undertaken  and  that  it  was  paid  for,  and 
that  this  evidence  had  no  part  in  this  investiga- 
tion and  was  not  any  part  of  the  City  Council 
order. 

I  am  satisfied  from  the  evidence  presented 
that  Major  Hall  and  the  trustees  had  a  right 
to  rely  on  what  they  assumed  Clerk  George 
L.  Driscoll  was  doing  to  inspect  and  check 
the  repair  work  in  progress.  It  appeared 
in  testimony  that  Clerk  Driscoll  did  not  do 
the  inspection  work  mentioned.  Although  he 
did  not  inform  Major  Hall  of  this  fact  it 
was  plainly  his  duty  to  have  done  so.  In 
view  of  all  this,  his  testimony  was  extraor- 
dinary   and    incredible. 

With  reference  to  the  P.  J.  Riley  Company 
work  in  the  basement,  including  the  installing 
and  welding  of  steel  plates,  I  find  that  this 
work  was  properly  done  and  in  a  good  and 
workmanlike  manner ;  that  the  charges  for 
same  were  reasonable  and  that  this  work  was 
not    twice    paid    for. 

The  evidence  showed  that  the  contractor 
billed  the  White  Fund  an  additional  $1  per 
culbic  yard  of  concrete  than  was  charged  to 
him,  although  he  claimed  a  special  discount 
because  of  the  fact  that  it  was  his  money 
that  was  being  discounted  and  not  the  White 
Trust  funds,  as  well  as  other  discounts  which 
the  contractor  claimed.  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  contractor  is  not  entitled  to  this  dis- 
count money  and  that  the  city  and  the  White 
Fund  should  receive  the  benefit  thereof,  but 
this  can  be  adjusted  between  the  parties  in 
interest. 

Regarding  the  alleged  overcharges  for  re- 
pairs, trucking,  waterproofing  and  underpin- 
ning, Mr.  Linenthal  and  Mr.  Benoit  both 
agreed  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  any 
man  to  give  an  estimate  of  the  work  as  it 
was  done,  especially  old  repair  work  like  the 
work  in  question,  particularly  how  it  was 
done,  whether  it  was  good  or  bad  and  if  it 
were  impossible  to  say  what  a  fair  price 
would  foe,  unless  they  knew  in  advance  what 
work  was  to  be  done.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  these  two  well-qualified  experts  agree 
on  this  most  essential  point,  and  because  it 
goes  to  the  very  heart  of  these  allegations,  I 
find  there  is  no  conclusive  evidence  to  prove 
that  there  were  any  serious  overcharges  for 
any  of  the  work  done  or  that  it  was  not 
efficiently  performed,  or  that  truck  hire  was 
improperly   charged. 

On  the  evidence  presented  I  find  that  the 
City  Auditor,  Charles  J.  Fox,  relied  upon  the 
approval  of  '  the  bills  by  Major  Roswell  G. 
Hall  as  manager  of  the  White  Fund  real  estate 
and  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  and 
upon  the  certification  of  Clerk  George  L. 
Driscoll  because  of  the  assumption  that  he 
was  inspecting  and  checking  the  jobs.  The 
trustees  relied  upon  men  to  wham  were  dele- 
gated the  duties  of  carrying  out  the  provisions 
of  the  trust.  I  find  there  has  been  no 
negligence    on    their    part. 

It  was  charged  by  Mr.  Farnum  when  the 
hearings  opened  that  there  was  negligence 
and  serious  dereliction  on  the  part  of  some 
charged  with  the  duty  to  protect  the  White 
Fund,  and  other  funds  raised  by  taxation,  and 
that  there  were  grave  and  deplorable  acts 
in  the  methods  of  certain  officials  in  the 
handling  of  the  White  Fund,  and  that  later 
evidence  would  be  produced  tending  to  show 
strongly  a  fraud  committed  on  the  White 
Fund  and  the  City  of  Boston,  and  that  this 
fraud  was  made  possible  by  the  officials  in 
charge.  I  do  not  find  that  there  was  any 
evidence   introduced   to   prove   these   allegations. 

Mr.  Farnum  reported  that  beyond  establish- 
ing the  amount  of  work  done  for  city  de- 
partments by  the  Codman  Hill  Construction 
Company  and  the  circumstances  under  which 
it  vyas  awarded,  it  was  impossible  to  offer 
evidence  to  show  whether  the  work  had  been 
efficiently  carried  out  and  properly  charged 
for.  This  phase  of  the  inquiry  was  not  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Farnum  and  therefore  cannot 
lie  considered  in  relation  to  White  Fund 
transactions. 

Mayor  Mansfield  did  everything  in  his  power 
to  produce  every  bit  of  evidence  that  would 
have   been    of   benefit    to   the   Finance   Commis- 


439 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


sion  and  the  citizens  of  Boston  in  this  in- 
quiry. He  was  essentially  interested  in  bring- 
ing out  the  truth,  to  determine  if  there  had 
been  any  wrongdoing  and  if  such  were  shown 
to  take  Whatever  action  was  deemed  neces- 
sary, regardless  of  how  drastic.  No  person 
who  had  consciousness  of  guilt  would  have 
taken  the  stand  that  he  did  under  these  cir- 
cumstances. The  Mayor  as  Chief  Executive 
of  the  City  has  a  number  of  duties  to  per- 
form ;'  he  cannot  be  expected  to  go  into  and 
operate  every  department  personally.  He  pre- 
sides over  all  the  departments  in  the  same 
manner  as  a  president  of  a  large  corporation, 
and,  must  of  necessity,  and  because  of  this 
situation,  delegate  duties  to  his  department 
heads    and    subordinates. 

I  find  that  Mayor  Mansfield  had  a  right  to 
and  did  rely  upon  the  approval  of  the  bills 
by  Major  Roswell  G.  Hall,  and  that  he  did 
what  any  reasonable  and  prudent  person 
would  have  done  under  the  same  circumstances. 

I  find  that  the  Mayor  was  not  negligent, 
either  as  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  George  Robert  White  Fund  or  as 
Mayor. 

1  find,  on  all  It/he  evidence  presented,  that 
the  George  Robert  White  Fund  has  not  been 
exploited,  pilfered,  plundered  or  looted,  or 
left   to   the  mercy  of   a   favored    contractor. 

At  the  present  time  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  is  in  better  condition  than  it 
has  been  since  its  inception. 

The  citizenry  of  Boston  need  have  no  fear 
about  the  manner  in  which  the  White  Fund 
has  been  administered;  it  is  intact  and  in 
safe   keeping. 

Respectfully    submitted, 

David    Lasker, 

Chairman   of   the   Boston   Finance   Commission. 

Placed   on   file. 


APPROVAL  OF  CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

The  constables'  bonds  of  William  Davis 
and  William  J.  Callaghan,  having  been  duly 
approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  were  re- 
ceived and  approved. 


TRANSIENT    VENDORS'     LICENSES. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  granting  of 
transient  vendors'  licenses  to  Mary  Saunders 
for  sale  of  clothing  and  accessories  at  The 
Ritz-iCarlton  and  to  Michael  A.  Berny,  for 
sale  of  linens  and  laces  at  423   Boylston  street. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  AGNEW  the  Council 
took  up,  under  unfinished  business,  Nos.  1, 
2  and   3   on  the  calendar,   viz. : 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  September  20,  1937,  of  John  S. 
Towk,  to  be  a  Constable,  authorized  to  serve 
civil   process   upon    filing   bond. 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  October  18,  1937,  of  Thomas  G. 
Dunlap  and  Alfred  Rudin,  to  be  Constables, 
authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing 
bonds. 

3.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  October  18,  1937,  of  George  F. 
Berry,  to  be  a  Weigher  of  Goods :  and  Wil- 
liam J.  Grund  and  Louis  A.  McKay,  to  be 
Weighers   of   Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Mellen  and  Agnew.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  14 ;  yes  13,  no  1,  and  the 
appointments    were   confirmed. 


PURCHASE  OF  HYDE  PARK  GAS 
PROPERTY. 

Coun.    NORTON    offered    the    following: 
Ordered,     That   chapter    292    of    the   Acts    of 
1937,     entitled     "An     Act     Providing     for     the 


Acquisition  by  the  City  of  Boston  of  Certain 
Property  of  the  Dedham  and  Hyde  Park  Gas 
and  Electric  Light  Company  Located  Within 
Said  City  and  the  Lease  Thereof  to  the  Bos- 
ton Consolidated  Gas  Company"  be,  and  hereby 
is,  accepted. 

Referred    to    Executive    Committee. 


PARKING    OF    EMERGENCY    VEHICLES. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
permit  parking  of  emergency  vehicles,  such 
as  ambulances,  doctors'  cars,  etc.,  after  1 
p.    m.,    without    being    tagged. 

Passed   under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


COMMENDATION    OF    ELECTION   AND 
POLICE     DEPARTMENTS. 

Coun.    DO  WD    offered    the   following : 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council 
hereby  commends  the  officials  and  employees 
of  the  Election  Department  and  the  Police 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston  for  the 
efficient,  orderly  and  fair  manner  in  which 
those  departments  operated  on  election  day, 
November     2. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  much  was 
saSd  previous  to  election  about  the  possible 
action  of  the  Election  and  the  Police  Depart- 
ments. I  believe  most  members  of  the  City 
Couimeil  and  all  the  citizens  of  Boston  will 
agree  with  me  that  the  Police  Commissioner 
and  the  members  of  his  department  should 
be  commended  for  the  fine  way  in  which 
matters  were  handled  by  them  on  election 
day,  that  also  the  Election  Department  should 
receive  the  same  commendation.  I  think  it 
was  the  cleanest  and  best  election  ever  held 
in   the   City   of   Boston. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  under  sus- 
pension   of    the    rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.41  p.  m.,  an  motion 
of  Coun.  BRACKMAN,  to  take  a  recess  sub- 
ject to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members 
reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber  and  were 
called  to  order  by  Chairman  GALLAGHER 
at    3.42    p.    m. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 
Coun.      GALLAGHER,      for      the     Executive 
Committee,    submitted    the    following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  authorization  to  borrow 
in  excess  of  $110,000  for  Special  Class  School, 
John  Marshall  District,  Dorchester,  and  au- 
thorization to  borrow  in  excess  of  $850,000  for 
construction  of  intermediate  school  in  West 
Roxbury  district  and  addition  to  Robert  Gould 
Shaw  School,  West  Roxbury  district,  be  sev- 
erally  resoinded — that   same  ought   to   pass. 

Report  accepted ;  said  orders  passed,  yeas 
17.    nays    0. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  sum  of  $36  000  be  ap- 
propriated from  income  of  Parkman  Fund 
to  be  expended  under  direction  of  Park  Com- 
missioners— that    same    ought    to    pass. 

Report    accepted :     said    order    passed,     yeas 

16,  nays — Coun.     Mellen — 1. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  transfers  within  depart- 
mental appropriations — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report    accepted ;    6aid    orders    passed,    yeas 

17,  nays    0. 

4.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  September  27)  requesting  transfer 
within  department  of  Public  Buildings,  from 
County  Buildings  to  Public  Buildings.  B-39, 
General  Repairs,  $1,000 — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 
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Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  September  27)  requesting  transfer 
within  department  of  Public  Buildings,  from 
A,  Personal  Service,  to  B-39,  General  Repairs, 
$1,250 — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted ;  said  orders  passed,  yeas 
17,    nays    0. 

•5.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  transferring  $10,559  from 
Reserve  Fund  to  budget  of  Board  of  Election 
Commissioners — that    same    ought    to    pass. 

Report  accepted ;  said  order  passed,  yeas 
17,    nays    0. 

6.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  $660  be  appropriated 
to  be  expended  under  direction  of  Art  Com- 
mission in  making  repairs  to  Shaw  Monument, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  income  of  the 
Phillips  Street  Fund — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted ;  order  passed,  yeas  17, 
nays    0. 


COMMITTEE    ON    SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.    KERRIGAN,    for    the    Committee    on 

Soldiers'    Relief,    submitted   report   recommend- 
ing   passage    of    order    for   payment   of    aid    to 
soldiers    and   sailors   and  their   families   in  the 
City  of    Boston   for  month   of   November. 
Report    accepted ;     said    order     passed. 


LOAN  FOR  SEWERAGE  WORKS. 

Coun.  DOWD,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  report  on  message  from  the  Mayor 
and  loan  order  (referred  October  18)  in  sum 
of  $;4j2i5,000  for  sewerage  works,  recommend- 
ing passage  of  accompanying   new  draft,   viz. : 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion 1  of  chapter  178  of  the  Acts  of  1930  and 
section  5  of  chapter  224  of  the  Acts  of  1936, 
the  sum  of  seventy-five  thousand  (75,000) 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appro- 
priated, to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  for  the 
construction  of  sewerage  works,  and  that  the 
'City    Treasurer    be    authorized    to    issue,    from 


time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
c'ity    to    said    amount. 

Report  accepted,  and  previous  order  was 
rejected,  and  the  order  in  the  new  draft  was 
passed,    yeas    16,    nays— -Coun.    Shattuck — 1; 


APPROPRIATION     FOR     SEWERAGE 
WORKS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion 1  of  chapter  178  of  the  Acts  of  1930  and 
section  5  of  chapter  224  of  the  Acts  of  1936, 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
(■350,000)  dollars  'be,  and  the  same  hereby 
is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
for  the  construction  of  sewerage  works,  and 
that  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city    to    said    amount. 

Referred  to   the   Committee  on  Finance. 


CODMAN     HILL     CONSTRUCTION     COM- 
PANY PAYMENTS. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider 
the  advisability  of  directing  the  Corporation 
Counsel  to  investigate  fully  the  possibility  of 
collecting  for  so-called  overpayments  to  the 
Oodman  Hill  Construction  Company  as  per 
the  recent  Boston  Finance  Commission  report. 
Passed   under   suspension    of   the   rule. 


THE    NEXT   MEETING. 

It  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  AGNEW, 
that  when  the  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet 
on   Monday,   November   22,   at  2   p.   m. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  NORTON, 
at  3.48  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  November 
22,    1937,   at   2   p.   m. 


CITY    OF    BOSTON    PRINTING    PEPARTMENT 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  November  22,  1937. 
Regular   meeting   of   the   City   Council   in   the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
FITZGERALD  in  the  chair,  and  all  the  members 
present. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
following  appointments  were  received  from  the 
Mayor,  viz.: 

Measurer  of  Leather:  Walter  J.  Ward,  Jr.,  42 
Lawernce  street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Weighers  of  Coal:  Mary  C.  Fetherston,  502 
Talbot  avenue,  Dorchester,  Mass.;  Maxwell  R. 
Finstein,  58  Linwood  street,  Maiden,  Mass. 

Constables  for  term  ending  April  30,  1938, 
authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  bond: 
Frank  F.  Wennerstrand,  219  Belgrade  avenue, 
Roslindale,  Mass.;  John  J.  Adams,  915  Hyde 
Park  avenue,  Hyde  Park,  Mass;  Charles  J.  Me- 
Grath,  46  Columbia  road,  Dorchester,  Mass.; 
Harold  L.  Phillips,  433  Warren  street,  Roxbury, 
Mass.;  John  J.  McDonnell,  Jr.,  27  Hulbert  street, 
Roxbury,  Mass.;  Sidney  Cohen,  157  Woodrow 
avenue,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law.- 


SALE   OF   TAX   TITLE   PROPERTIES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  22,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letters  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  relating  to 
offers  to  purchase  the  following  parcels  of  property, 
which  properties  were  acquired  from  foreclosure 
of  tax  titles  held  by  the  city: 

1.  416-418  and  420-424  Amory  street,  Boston. 

2.  Southwesterly  side  of  Croydon  street,  Dor- 
chester. 

3.  Northwesterly  side  of  Colorado  street,  Dor- 
chester. 

4.  Southwesterly  side  of  Flagg  street,  Boston. 

I  also  transmit  orders  authorizing  the  sales  of 
said  parcels.  The  prices  recited  in  the  orders  are 
minimum  prices,  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  having  stated  in  his  letters  that  the  sale 
of  these  premises  at  public  auction  with  minimum 
prices  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  city.  I  re- 
spectfully recommend  the  adoption  of  these  orders. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

October  25,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax 
title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer  from 
Moses  K.  Furash,  43  Holworthy  street,  Roxbury, 
Mass.,  for  the  vacant  land  located  at  416-418 
Amory  street  and  420-424  Amory  street,  West 
Roxbury,  and  more  fully  described  in  Case  6147, 
File,  1949,  and  Case  6148,  File  1950,  respectively, 
in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  (S500). 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  July  15,  1935,  amount 
to  four  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  and  five 
cents  ($418.05)  on  416-418  Amory  street,  and  the 
costs  to  the  city  up  to  February  3,  1936,  amount 
to  three  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars  and  eighty- 
three  cents  ($352.83)  on  420-424  Amory  street. 
These  figures  include  all  costs  except  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  five  hundred 
dollars  ($500)  is  approved  by  your  Honor  and  the 
City  Council,  the  property  will  then  be  properly 
advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction  and  sold  to 
the  highest  bidder.     The  figure  of  five  hundred 


dollars  ($500)  will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the 
property  that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will 
be  announced  as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction 
sale. 

In  my  opinion,  it  will  best  serve  the  city's    in- 
terests to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount  is 
correct. 

John  F.  Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

43  Holworthy  St., 
Roxbury,  Mass., 
August  17,  1937. 
Mr.  George  Donovan, 

Real  Estate  Division,  City  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  hereby  offer  you  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars  ($500)  for  the  two  parcels  of  land 
numbered    416-420    and    422-428    Amory    street, 
Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Moses  K.  Furash. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  two  decrees  of 
the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District  dated 
July  15,  1935,  and  February  3,  1936,  respectively, 
foreclosed  the  right  of  redemption  under  two  tax 
deeds  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5291, 
page  262,  and  Book  5291,  page  263,  respectively] 
to  the  land  situate  on  the  southeasterly  side  of 
Amory  street  in  that  part  of  Boston  called  West 
Roxbury,  and  being  numbered  416-418  and  420- 
424  in  the  present  numbering  of  said  Amory  street 
and  more  fully  described  in  said  tax  deeds;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Moses  K.  Furash  in  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars  ($500);  now,  therefore,  it  is 
hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor 
of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title  and 
interest  in  said  parcels  of  land  at  public  auction 
at  a  minimum  price  of  five  hundred  dollars  ($500); 
and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name  and  behalf 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of  said 
land  a  written  instrument  satisfactory  in  form 
to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City 
of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  payment  to  it 
of  the  sum  bid  therefor  at  said  auction. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

October  21,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston.  "" 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax  title 
property,    I    respectfully    submit    an    offer    from 
Walter  Martin  Hesson,   10  Brookvale  street,  Dor- 
chester, Mass.,  for  the  vacant  land  at  the  corner  of 
Croyden  street,  lots  455 and  456,  Dorchester,  Mass., 
and  more  fully  described  in  Case  5760,  File  2108, 
in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  ($100). 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  April  25,  1935,  amount 
to  seventy-four  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents 
($74.32),  which  includes  the  nonpayment  of  taxes 
since  the  year  1930  but  does  not  include  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  one  hundred 
dollars  ($100)  is  approved  by  your  Honor  and  the 
City  Council,  the  property  will  then  be  properly 
advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction  and  sold  to 
the  highest  bidder.  The  figure  of  one  hundred 
dollars  ($100)  will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the 
property  that  the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will 
be  announced  us  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction 
sale. 

In  my  opinion,  it  will  best  serve  the  City's  in- 
terests to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 
Roswell  (',.  II  \ll. 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount  is  correct. 
John  F.  Doherty, 
City  Collector. 
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10  Brookvale  Street,  Ashmont, 

October  18,  1937. 
Mr.  George  Donovan, 

Public  Buildings  Department,  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  make  you  an  offer  of  one  hundred 
dollars    ($100)    for   lots   455   and   456,    corner    of 
Croyden   street,    Mattapan,   Ward   18. 
Respectfully, 
Walter  Maetin  Hesson, 

Mattapan  Post  Office, 

Mattapan,  Mass. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District  dated 
April  25,  1935,  foreclosed  the  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5292,  page  347,  to  the  land  situate  on  the 
southwesterly  side  of  Croydon  street  in  that  part 
of  Boston  called  Dorchester,  as  is  more  fully 
described  in  said  tax  deed;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Walter  Martin  Hesson  in  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  ($100);  now,  therefore, 
it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor 
of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title  and 
interest  in  said  parcel  of  land  at  public  auction 
at  a  minimum  price  of  one  hundred  dollars  ($100); 
and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of  said  land, 
a  written  instrument  satisfactory  in  form  to  the 
Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  conveying 
all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City  of  Boston 
in  said  premises  upon  the  payment  to  it  of  the  sum 
bid  therefor  at  said  auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

October  21,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Sir, —  In  accordance   with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax 
title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer  from 
Martin  Hesson,    10  Brookvale  street,   Dorchester, 
Mass.,  for  the  vacant  land  at  25  Colorado  street, 
Dorchester,  and  more  fully  described  in  Case  8428, 
File  2051,  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars  ($120). 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  August  13,  1930, 
amount  to  seventy  dollars  and  seventy-nine  rents 
($70.79),  which  includes  the  nonpayment  of  taxes 
since  the  year  1930,  but  does  not  include  interest. 
If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars  ($120)  is  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property  will 
then  be  properly  advertised  for  sale  at  public 
auction  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The 
figure  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  ($120) 
will  be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property  that 
the  city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be  announced 
as  the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction  sale. 

In    my    opinion,    it    will   best   serve    the    city's 
interests  to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 
Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  within  amount  is  correct. 
John  F.  Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

10  Brookvale  Street, 
Dorchester,  Mass. 
Mr.  George  Donovan, 

Public  Buildings  Department,  Boston. 
Dear   Sir, —  I  make   you   an   offer   of   $120   for 
lot  25  on  Colorado  street,  Dorchester,  Ward  18, 
which  I  desire  to  purchase. 
Waiting  your  reply,  I  remain, 

Very  truly  yours, 

Martin  Hesson, 
10  Brookvale  Street, 
Dorchester,  Mass. 


Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of 
the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
August  13,  1936,  foreclosed  the  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  in  the  Land  Court,  Suf- 
folk Registry  District  with  Land  Court  Certificate 


of  Title  No.  8949  and  being  Document  No.  107468 
to  the  land  situate  on  the  northwesterly  side  of 
Colorado  street  in  that  part  of  Boston  called 
Dorchester  and  being  more  fully  described  in  said 
tax  deed;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Martin  Hesson;  now,  therefore, 
it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of 
Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title  and  interest 
in  said  parcel  of  land  at  public  auction  at  a  mini- 
mum price  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars 
(S120);  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  purchaser  of  said  land, 
a  written  instrument  satisfactory  in  form  to  the 
Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  conveying 
all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City  of  Boston 
in  said  premises  upon  the  payment  to  it  of  the 
price  bid  therefor  at  said  auction. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

October  26,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of  1935,  concerning  tax 
title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer 
from  Forrest  Killam,  294  Washington  street, 
Boston,  agent  for  the  trustees  of  the  estate  of 
John  Brewster,  in  the  sum  of  four  hundred  fifty 
dollars  ($450)  for  the  land  and  buildings  thereon, 
situate  on  the  southwesterly  side  of  Flagg  street, 
Roxbury,  and  more  fully  described  in  a  tax  deed 
recorded  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5292,  page  170, 
Land  Court  case  8035,  Law  Department  file  1659. 
The  cost  to  the  city  up  to  June  12,  1936,  amount 
to  six  hundred  eight  dollars  and  five  cents  ($608.05) , 
which  includes  the  nonpayment  of  taxes  since 
the  year  1930,  but  does  not  include  interest. 

The  offerer  has  previously  purchased  11  Flagg 
street  from  the  City  of  Boston  at  public  auction, 
and  now  owns  3,  9,  11,  15  and  17  Flagg  street. 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  offerer  to  renovate  and 
improve  the  several  buildings,  thereby  maintain- 
ing their  tax  value,  and  improving  the  district. 

In  my  opinion,  it  would  best  serve  the  city's 
interest  to  convey  the  property  at  a  private  sale 
to  the  offerer  for  the  sum  of  four  hundred  fifty 
dollars  ($450). 

Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

Forrest  Killam, 

Counsellor-at-Law, 

294  Washington  Street, 

Boston,  Mass., 

October  5,  1937. 
Mr.  R.  G.  Hall, 

Superintendent   of   Public   Buildings,   Boston. 
Attention  of  Mr,  Donovan. 

Dear  Sir, — The  trustees  of  the  estate  of  John 
Brewster  are  interested  in  purchasing  the  property 
which  has  been  acquired  by  the  City  of  Boston 
under  tax  title  and  registered  in  the  Land  Court, 
situated  at  13  Flag?  street,  Ward  8. 

Owing  to  the  very  extensive  repairs  required  to 
put  this  property  in  condition  to  rent,  we  cannot 
afford  to  make  a  large  offer  for  this  property. 
In  case  we  are  able  to  purchase  the  same  from  the 
City  of  Boston  we  shall  immediately  take  steps 
to  put  the  property  in  proper  condition  to  rent. 

Under  the  circumstances,  we  are  willing  to  make 
an  offer  for  this  property  of  $450,  which  includes 
the  house  numbered  13  Flagg  street. 

We  own  the  surrounding  property  at  3-9  Flagg 
and  15  and  17  Flagg  street. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Forrest  Killam. 

Agent  for  the  Trustees  of 

the  Estate  of  John  Brewster. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  ^decree  of 
the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
June  12,  1936,  foreclosed  the  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5292,  page  170,  to  the  land  and  buildings 
situate  on  the  southwesterly  side  of  Flagg  street 
in  Boston,  as  is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax 
deed;  and 
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Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Forrest  Killam,  agent  for  the 
trustees  of  the  estate  of  John  Brewster  in  the  sum 
of  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($450) ;  now, 
therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of 
Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right,  title  and  interest 
in  said  parcel  of  land  and  said  building  at  private 
sale  for  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
($450) ;  and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  said  Forrest  Killam, 
agent  for  the  trustees  of  the  estate  of  John  Brew- 
ster, or  his  nominee.,  a  written  instrument  satis- 
factory in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of 
said  City  of  Boston  in  said  premises  upon  the  pay- 
ment to  it  of  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  ($450). 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and 
Tax  Titles. 


WITHDRAWAL  OF   ORDERS   RE    SUFFOLK 
COUNTY   COMPENSATION   PLAN. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  20,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council, 

Gentlemen, — On  October  4  I  sent  to  your 
Honorable  Body  for  consideration  a  proposal  for 
certain  changes  in  the  "Compensation  and  Classi- 
fication Plans  for  the  Officers  and  Employees  of 
Suffolk  County."  That  message,  and  the  order 
accompanying  it  proposed  a  revision  of  the  range 
of  compensation  of  the  court  officers  of  the  Superior 
Court  for  Suffolk  County. 

On  October  15  I  sent  to  your  Honorable  Body  for 
consideration  another  proposal  for  certain  changes 
in  the  "Compensation  and  Classification  Plans  for 
the  Officers  and  Employees  of  Suffolk  County." 
This  latter  message  and  the  order  accompanying 
it  proposed  a  revision  of  the  range  of  compensation 
of  not  only  the  court  officers  of  the  Superior  Court 
for  Suffolk  County,  but  also  certain  changes  in  the 
ranges  of  compensation  of  the  messenger  and 
clerical  assistant  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
of  the  court  officers  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
the  Probate  Court,  the  Municipal  Court  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  and  of  the  District  Courts;  the 
deputy  sheriffs;  the  jury  assembly  officer  and  the 
assistant  jury  assembly  officer;  the  chief  court 
officer;  the  assistant  chief  court  officer;  the  assistant 
superintendent;  and  the  floor  officer. 

In  my  message  of  October  15  I  requested  that 
you  disregard  the  message  and  order  of  October 
4  and  in  their  place  substitute  so  much  of  the  order 
of  October  15  as  affected  deputy  sheriffs  and  court 
officers  of  the  Superior  Court  for  Suffolk  County. 

I  desire  to  recall  these  messages  and  orders  for 
further  consideration  and  as  no  action  has  been 
taken  upon  them  by  your  Honorable  Body  I 
hereby-withdraw  the  said  messages  and  orders  and 
respectfully  request  that  no  further  consideration 
be  given  to  them  and  that  no  action  be  taken  upon 
them. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Coun.  DOWD — :Mr.  President,  a  month  ago  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  sent  to  the  City  Council  a  bill 
that  would  have  increased  the  compensation  of 
court  officers  some  quarter  of  a  million  dollars  in 
a  period  of  four  years,  placing  that  additional 
burden  upon  the  citizens  of  Boston.  Since  then 
there  has  evidently  been  a  change  of  mind  in  that 
matter,  not  due  to  the  Mayor  but  due  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Boston  City  Council,  who  were  not 
willing  to  go  before  their  constituents  in  favor  of 
allowing  the  Mayor  to  saddle  onto  the  incoming 
administration  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars  in 
increases  to  court  officers,  who  to  my  mind  are  at 
the  present  time  being  paid  adequate  salaries. 
We  now  have  this  request  coming  from  the  Mayor's 
office  to  withdraw  the  original  order,  as  I  say  to 
the  taxpayers  of  Boston,  not  due  to  the  Mayor 
but  to  the  members  of  the  Boston  City  Council. 

The  communication  was  placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Boston  School  for  Physio-Therapy,  for  compen- 
sation for  damage  to  property  at  469  Beacon 
street,  caused  by  broken  water  main. 

Rose  I.  Cohen,  for  refund  on  ferry  tickets. 

Frank  D.  Donlan,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execu- 
tion issued  against  him. 

Elliott  Oil  &  Supply  Company,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  property  at  244  Harvard  street, 
caused  by  water  from  street. 

Zena  C.  Gould,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  and  injuries  caused  by  decaying  branch 
of  tree. 

Harry  Kutcher,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  249  Harvard  street,  caused  by 
water  from  street. 

Melvin  LaFleur,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  fire  apparatus. 

J.  Marotta  &  Co.,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  136  Commercial  street,  caused  by 
break  in  water  main. 

Benjamin  A.  Mellen,  to  be  reimbursed  for  ex- 
penses incurred  at  990  South  street,  caused  by 
roots  of  tree  stopping  sewerage. 

Mary  K.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  32  Magdala  street,  caused  by 
broken  water  pipe. 

Americo  B.  Nuzzo,  for  reimbursement  for  judg- 
ment issued  against  him. 

Lillian  L.  Pezrow,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  249-253  Harvard  street,  caused  by 
water  from  street. 

Kastancia  and  Joseph  Povilitis,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  property  at  1430  Columbia 
road,  caused  by  negligent  maintenance  of  cess- 
pools. 

Clara  R.  Sayce,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  27  Pondred  Circle. 

Abraham  Silverman,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  126  Commercial  street,  and  63 
Richmond  street,  caused  by  bursting  of  water  pipe. 

John  Simpson,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  253  Harvard  street,  caused  by  water 
from  street. 

Arthur  A.  Steele,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  fire  apparatus. 

Joseph  Trachtenberg,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  251  Harvard  street,  caused 
by  water  from  street. 

University  Realty  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  249-253  Harvard  street, 
caused  by  water  from  street. 

Anthony  H.  Weyand,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to, car  by  city  cart. 

Florence  G.  Wilson,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Quincy 
Market. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Youth  Agencies  Council,  Leisure 
Time  Show,  for  children  to  appear  at  Mechanics 
Building,  November   23,   24^25,   26   and   27. 

Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 

Communication  and  petition  from  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  requesting  immediate  action 
on  petition  for  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles 
between  Howes  Wharf  and  junction  of  D  street 
and  Northern  avenue,  over  Atlantic  avenue, 
Summer  street,  Viaduct  and  Ramp,  D  street 
to  Northern  avenue. 

Petition  from  Boston  Elevated  Railway  for 
license  to  operate  motor  vehicles  between  Dudley 
street  station  and  junction  of  Tremont  and  Dover 
streets,  over  Washington  and  Dover  streets, 
Shawmut  avenue,  Dwight  street  and  Tremont 
street;  return  over  Dover  street,  Washington 
and  Warren  streets. 


CONSTABLES'   BONDS. 

The  constables'  bonds  of  Alfred  Rudin  and 
Charles  Horowitz,  having  been  duly  approved 
by  the  City  Treasurer,  were  received  and  approved. 


ABSENCE   OF   MAYOR   FROM   CITY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  absence 
from  the  city  from  November  12  to  Thursday, 
November  18. 

Placed  on  file. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


RESULTS   OF   CITY   ELECTION. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Election  Department,  November  15,  1937. 
Wilfred  J.  Doyle,  Esq., 

City  Clerk,  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — We  certify  that  at  the  City  Election 
held  in  the  City  of  Boston  on  November  2,  1937, 
for  the  choice  of  Mayor  for  the  term  of  four  years 
that  Maurice  J.  Tobin  of  11  Kinross  road  was 
duly  elected  to  said  office. 

We  further  certify  that  for  the  choice  of  one 
member  of  the  City  Council  from  each  ward  for 
the  term  of  two  years  the  following  were  elected 
from  the  wards  as  set  forth  against  their  names: 

Ward  1,  Francis  W.  Irwin,  216  Havre  street. 

Ward  2,  William  J.  Galvin,  46  Monument 
avenue. 

Ward  3,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  7  Allen  street. 

Ward  4,  Perlie  Dyar  Chase,  136  Huntington 
avenue. 

Ward  5,  Henry  L.  Shattuck,  15  River  street. 

Ward  6,  George  A.  Murray,  223  West  Second 
street 

Ward  7,  John  E.  Kerrigan,  213  West  Eighth 
street. 

Ward  8,  John  F.  Dowd,  22  Greenville  street. 

Ward  9,  Mildred  M.  Harris,  36  Guild  street. 

Ward  10,  William  A.  Carey,  139  St.  Alphonsus 
st  r  eet 

Ward  11,  Edward  L.  Englert,  18  Illley  road. 

Ward  12,  Charles  I.  Taylor,  181  Ruthven  street. 

Ward  13,  Edward  A.  Hutchinson,  Jr.,  69  Saxton 
street. 

Ward  14,  Sidney  Rosenberg,  576  Blue  Hill 
avenue. 

Ward  15,  John  li.  Kelly,  16  Inwood  street. 

Ward  10,  Philip  Austin  Fish,  4  Arundel  park. 

Ward  17,  Robert  Gardiner  Wilson,  Jr.,  57  Cod- 
man  Hill  avenue. 

Ward  18,  Clement  A.  Norton.  34  Myopia  road. 

Ward  19,  Peter  A.  Murray,  7  Si.  John  street. 

Ward  20,  Theodore  F.  Lyons.  100  Ardale  street. 

Ward  21.  James  E.  Agnew,  92  Wallingford  road. 

Ward  22,  Maurice  II.  Sullivan,  76  Antwerp 
street. 

We  also  certify  thai  for  the  choice  of  two  mem- 
bers of  the  School  Committee  for  tin-  term  of 
four  years  the  following  were  duly  elected  to 
said  office: 

Joseph  Lee,  43  South  Russell  street. 

Frederick  K.  Sullivan,  6  Adams  street. 

We   further   certify    that    for    the   choice  of  one 

member  of  the  School  Committee  to  till  a  vacancy, 
unexpired  term  of  two  years,  Joseph  C.   White  of 
77  Westchester  road  was  duly  elected. 
Respectfully  yours. 
David   B.   Shaw. 
Frederic  E.  Dowwno, 
Francis   li.   McKlNNEY, 
Hilda  Hedstrom  Quirk, 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  SOLDIERS' 
RELIEF. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers 
and  sailors  and  their  families  for  month  of 
November. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


RECESS. 
A  recess  was  taken,  subject,  to  the  call   of  the 
Chair,  at  2.20  p.  m.     The  members  reassembled 
in  the  Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order 
by  Coun.  GALLAGHER  at  3.20  p.  m. 


SEWERAGE   LOANS. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER  called  up,  under 
unfinished  business,  No.  3  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

3.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
section  1  of  chapter  178  of  the  Acts  of  1930  and 
section  5  of  chapter  224  of  the  Acts  of  1936,  the 
sum  of  seventy-five  thousand  (75,000)  dollars  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 


for  the  construction  of  sewerage  works,  and  that 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds 
or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

On  November  8.  1937,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas.  16,  nays  1. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  reading  and 
passage,  yeas  19,  nays  0. 


RESCISSION   OF   SCHOOL  ORDERS. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER  called  up,  under 
unfinished  business,  No.  4  on  the  calender,  viz.: 

4.  Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money 
for  construction  of  one  intermediate  school  in  the 
West  lioxbury  district  and  an  addition  to  the 
Robert  Gould  Shaw  School  in  the  West  Roxbury 
district,  under  authority  of  chapter  366,  Acts  of 
1933,  as  amended  by  chapter  21,  Acts  of  1934, 
approved  by  the  Mayor  on  July  24,  1934.  be 
limited  to  $859,000.  and  that  the  authorization  to 
borrow  in  excess  of  said  amount  for  said  purpose 
be.  and  the  same  hereby  is.  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money  for 
Special  Class  School,  John  Marshall  District.  Dor- 
chester, under  authority  of  chapter  366,  Acts  of 
1933,  as  amended  by  chapter  21.  Acts  of  1934, 
approved  by  the  Mayor  on  October  29.  1935,  be 
limited  to  $110,000,  and  the  authorization  to 
borrow  in  excess  of  said  amount  for  said  purpose 
1  the  s:nne  hereby  is.  rescinded. 

On  November  8.  1937.  the  foregoing  orders  were 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  17.  nays  0. 

The  orders  were  given  their  second  and  final 
reading  and  passage,  yeas  19,  nays  0. 


CONFIRMATION     OF     EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

Coun.  AGNEW  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  Nos.  1  and  2  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  November  8.  1937,  of  Harold  A.  Brewster 
to  be  a  Constable  authorized  to  serve  civil  process. 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  November  S,  1937,  of  Eleanor  C.  McDevitt. 
Arthur    Gauin,     Coleman     B.    Connolly,     to    be 

i  Coal;    and  Walter  McDonough,  to  be 
a  Weigher  of  Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee Coun.  Selvitella  and  Finley.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  lti,  yes  10.  and  the  appointments 
were  confirmed. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.     Report     on     petition     (referred     today)     of 

Youth  Agencies  Council,  for  children  under  fifteen 

9    of    age    to    appear    at     Mechanics    Building 

November  23,  24,  25,  20  and  27 — that  same  ouirlu 

to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

-'.  Report  on  order  (referred  November  8) 
thai  chapter  292  of  Acts  of  1937  for  acquisition  by 
City  of  Boston  of  certain  property  of  Dedham 
and  Hyde  Park  Gas  and  Electric  Light  Company 
and  lease  thereof  to  Boston  Consolidated  Gas 
Company  be  accepted— that  same  ought   to   | 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD  moved 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Municipal  Light- 
ing; declared  lost. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  ROBERTS— Mr.  President,  speaking 
on  the  question  of  acceptance  of  this  particular  act. 
I  dislike  very  much  to  oppose  it  in  its  present  form 
because  I  think,  if  the  facts  are  as  represented  to 
us  in  committee,  and  if  it  would  work  out  as  some 
of  the  advocates  of  the  bill  suggest,  it  would  be  a 
very  good  thing  for  Hyde  Park,  as  a  part  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  I  certainly  would  like  to  do 
something  to  complete  the  work  which  Councilor 
Norton,  Representative  Burke  and  others  have 
done  for  their  district,  for  which  they  have  fought 
for  so  many  years,  this  proposed  action,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities, 
leading  to  the  final  step.  But  this  afternoon  we 
have  several   things    to   consider.     The   Dedham 
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and  Hyde  Park  Company,  a  part  of  the  New 
England  Gas  and  Electric  Association,  have  their 
gas  piped  from  Worcester  to  Boston,  and  that 
seems  to  be  the  reason,  therefore,  for  the  high  rate 
paid  in  Hyde  Park.  That  is  certainly  one  of  the 
facts  to  be  considered  here.  Then,  a  serious  thing 
we  have  to  consider  in  connection  with  this  legis- 
lation is  that  it  is  not  contemplated  that  the 
Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company  take  over  the 
property  directly,  but  the  act  provides  that  the 
City  of  Boston  shall  itself  purchase  the  property 
at  an  absolutely  unknown  figure.  The  repre- 
resentative  of  the  Dedham  and  Hyde  Park  Com- 
pany, a  very  estimable  person,  had  absolutely 
nothing  in  the  way  of  facts  to  present  to  us.  He 
did  not  really  know  the  value  of  the  property  in 
Hyde  Park,  but  said  that,  from  the  best  informa- 
tion he  could  give,  the  pipes  had  an  assessed  valua- 
tion of  about  $528,000.  He  also  told  us  that  they 
expected  something  for  the  goodwill  to  operate, 
the  franchise  and  charter  privileges  in  the  Hyde 
Park  district,  presumably  worth  a  good  deal 
according  to  their  own  books.  But  he  could  give 
us  no  figure.  Now  it  is  very  possible,  the  way  the 
thing  is  going  to  be  developed,  that  the  figures 
presented,  in  connection  with  the  proposed  pur- 
chase and  sale,  instead  of  showing  a  loss,  as  they 
claim,  will  show  that  they  can  purchase  gas  for 
much  less  under  a  new  agreement  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  value  of  the  right  to  operate  in  the  Hyde 
Park  area  is  considerable.  And  the  proposed 
transaction  does  not  even  stop  there.  When  the 
city  acquires  the  property,  at  whatever  price  it 
pays,  it  then  has  to  make  a  separate  deal  with  the 
Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company.  That  fur- 
nishes a  new  angle.  And  after  that  is  carried 
through,  it  will  remain  for  the  Boston  Consoli- 
dated Company  to  establish  their  own  rates,  so 
so  far  as  Hyde  Park  is  concerned.  They  told  us 
that  they  have  not  carried  on  any  investigation 
in  that  respect  and  cannot  say  whether  they  would 
supply  gas  out  there  at  the  same  rate  or  not.  So, 
with  the  information  we  have,  we  don't  know 
whether  the  people  of  Hyde  Park  would  obtain 
gas  at  a  lower  rate  than  they  are  now  paying  to 
the  Dedham  and  Hyde  Park  Company,  or  not. 
That  is  simply  a  part  of  the  problem  as  it  affects 
the  Hyde  Park  consumer.  The  second  angle  of 
the  bill  is  the  leasing  of  the  property,  after  it  is 
acquired  by  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  Boston 
Consolidated  Gas  Company,  and  the  terms  of 
such  a  lease  will  also  affect  the  prices  that  will  be 
charged  in  the  Hyde  Park  area.  Now,  it  is  all 
very  well  to  say  that  we  will  leave  it  to  the  Mayor 
to  exercise  his  good  judgment  in  the  matter  of 
putting  through  a  good  deal.  But  I  don't  think  we 
can  relieve  ourselves  of  responsibility  by  turning 
the  whole  thing  over  to  the  Mayor,  to  carry 
through  the  deal,  because  he,  while  there  is  no 
question  of  corruption,  might  make  an  error 
which  would  cost  the  city  a  lot  of  money  and  which 
would  ultimately  reflect  on  us.  I  would  like  to 
go  along  with  Councilor  Norton  and  Representa- 
tive Burke,  as  representatives  of  the  Hyde  Park 
district,  knowing  how  hard  they  have  worked  in 
this  matter  and  knowing  how  important  it  seems 
to  that  district.  Naturally,  the  councilor,  after 
the  long  battle  that  has  been  waged  in  this  matter 
by  Hyde  Park,  and  after  the  final  passage  of  the 
act,  wants  us  to  swallow  the  hook  whole.  But  I 
cannot  at  the  present  time,  with  the  little  knowl- 
edge we  have  of  the  matter,  vote  for  the  bill- 
Therefore,  while  I  am  sorry  in  some  respects  to 
feel  obliged  to  do  so,  as  I  have  said,  I  must  oppose 
it,  with  the  lack  of  knowledge  we  have  at  the 
present  time. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Chairman, 
while  I  am  sorry  that  I  was  not  present  at  the 
executive  session  when  this  matter  was  being  dis- 
cussed, from  the  information  I  have  received  from 
the  councilor  on  my  right  (Coun.  Roberts)  I 
don't  think  the  Council  should  rush  the  thing 
through.  I  believe  it  should  go  to  the  Committee 
on  Municipal  Lighting  for  further  study.  I  do 
not  believe  it  should  be  left  to  one  man  to  put 
through  such  a  deal  as  this.  According  to 
Councilor  Roberts,  the  City  of  Boston  may  be 
put  to  an  expense  of  a  million  dollars.  We  know 
something  of  what  the  New  England  Power  has 
done,  and  we  should  act  very  carefully  in  a  matter 
of  this  kind.  Before  committing  ourselves  and 
the  city  to  something  of  which  we  have  no  intelli- 
gent understanding  at  the  present  moment,  we 
should  have  some  time  for  investigation  and 
discussion.  This  is  certainly  a  matter  of  which 
we  should  have  a  much  more  clear  understanding 
than    we   have   at    the   present    time.     I    believe 


Councilor  Norton  should  have  no  objection  to 
having  this  matter  laid  over  to  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Council.  Let  us  not  make  the  mistake  of 
taking  hasty,  offhand  action,  which  we  may 
seriously  regret,  at  this  meeting,  when  we  have 
no  real  understanding  of  what  is  involved.  Any- 
body who  votes  for  this  today  may  have  a  lot  to 
explain  later  on.  I,  for  one,  am  not  willing  to 
vote  for  it  today  under  any  consideration.  I 
believe  it  should  at  least  be  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting.  If  there  is  to  be  a  vote  on  passage 
today,  I  would  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  this  is  a  bill 
which  gives,  or  is  eventually  intended  to  give,  to 
the  people  of  Hyde  Park  the  same  gas  rate  which 
is  now  enjoyed  by  other  citizens  of  Boston.  I 
cannot  conceive  of  the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas 
Company  charging  one  rate  to  the  people  of  Hyde 
Park  and  another  to  other  residents  of  the  city, 
so  I  think  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  eventually, 
with  the  passage  of  the  bill,  if  the  Mayor  accepts  it, 
Hyde  Park  will  enjoy  the  same  gas  rate  that  is 
now  enjoyed  by  other  residents  of  Boston.  For 
twenty-five  long  years  there  have  been  introduced 
into  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  bills  looking  to 
this  result,  and  up  to  the  present  time  no  action 
has  been  taken.  For  the  first  time  in  twenty- 
five  years  a  bill  has  been  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lature. On  January  1st  of  1938,  six  weeks  from 
now,  if  this  bill  has  not  been  accepted,  it  becomes 
void.  In  six  weeks,  if  nothing  is  done,  the  work 
of  twenty-five  years,  in  other  words,  has  gone  for 
naught.  Therefore,  all  we  are  proposing  to  do 
here  today  is  to  accept  this  act.  It  will  then  be 
up  to  the  Mayor  and  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  to  consummate  such  a  contract  as,  in  their 
judgment,  is  wise  for  the  city  and  for  the  people 
of  Hyde  Park.  There  are  only  six  weeks  in  which 
to  act  and  negotiate,  carry  out  the  objects  of  the 
bill,  certainly  not  a  very  long  period.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, we  have  in  Hyde  Park  nearly  60,000  people 
who  will  be  affected  by  this.  Two  such  wards 
would  almost  make  up  the  population  of  the  entire 
city  of  Cambridge;  and  60  per  cent  of  our  people 
are  home  owners,  to  whom  the  price  that  they  now 
have  to  pay  for  gas  is  a  matter  of  serious  concern. 
This  is  a  very  important  thing  for  us.  For 
twenty-five  years  we  have  tried  to  have  some- 
thing done.  The  first  step  was  to  get  a  bill 
through  the  Legislature.  We  succeeded  in  doing 
that  in  the  last  session,  and  we  now  ask,  partic- 
ularly in  view  of  the  short  time  remaining  before 
the  end  of  the  year,  that  that  bill  be  accepted, 
so  that  our  efforts  over  all  these  years  may  not 
now  be  negatived.  Give  to  the  Mayor  and  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  these  six  weeks  of 
time  to  handle  this  matter.  If  the  Mayor  does 
not  see  fit  to  accept  the  bill  and  to  negotiate  the 
best  possible  terms  for  the  city,  so  that  the  thing 
may  be  worked  out  fairly,  that  is  up  to  him. 
But  if  we  do  not  accept  the  act,  nothing  what- 
ever will  be  done.  Furthermore,  I  appreciate 
the  stand  of  gentlemen  here  who  object  to  the 
bill  because  they  fear  that  it  may  hamper  the 
incoming  administration.  But  I  cannot- conceive 
of  the  present  Mayor  at  this  time  doing  anything 
without  first  consulting  the  incoming  Mayor. 
I  believe,  therefore,  that  if  we  accept  the  act, 
as  I  feel  that  we  should  do,  under  the  circumstances, 
the  matter  is  going  to  receive  a  full  hearing  and 
consideration  at  the  hands  not  only  of  the  present 
Mayor  of  Boston  but  also  of  his  successor.  There- 
fore, under  these  conditions  I  believe  that  the 
Council  should  at  this  time  accept  this  important 
bill.  All  that  we  in  Hyde  Park  ask  is  to  be 
treated  the  same  as  the  rest  of  Boston. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  too  agree  with  the  councilor  from  the 
Back  Bay  (Coun.  Roberts)  in  commending  the 
Councilor  from  Hyde  Park  and  Representative 
Burke  from  that  district  upon  the  hard  fight  they 
have  made  to  give  the  residents  of  I  he  district  a 
fair  ileal  in  the  matter  of  gas  rates.  But  this  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  most  dangerous  pieces  of  legis- 
lation that  has  been  dropped  into  trie  laps  of  the 
councilors  for  many  a  year.  You  are  asking  the 
taxpayers  of  Boston  to  gcr  into  the  Kas  liulilmc, 
business.  We  are  all  fully  alive  lo  what  has  hap- 
pened to  the  people  of  Boston  and  the  surround- 
ing  communities  as  a  result  of  the  Elevated  act 
of  1018,  with  its  consequent  payment  of  large 
deficits  by  our  citizens,  a  deficit  which  this  year. 
so  far  as  Boston  is  concerned,  amounted  to  over 
one  million  dollars.  We  have  also  in  mind  the 
object  [esson  furnished  us  in  connection  with  the 
contemplated  purchase  of  the  Narrow  Gauge  road, 
a  defunct  road  which  is  now  in  the  United  .States 
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Bankruptcy  Court  under  B  77.  And  we  are  now 
asked  to  accept  this  act,  without  any  information 
such  as  we  have  a  right  to  expect  being  furnished 
to  us,  and  without  any  guaranty  as  to  what  the 
result  will  be.  The  City  of  Boston  under  the  act 
is  supposed  to  buy  this  property  and  whatever 
goodwill  may  go  with  it,  from  the  Dedham  and 
Hyde  Park  Company.  What  will  happen  then 
none  of  us  knows.  We  have  no  assurance  from 
any  of  the  parties  interested.  The  representative 
of  the  Dedham  and  Hyde  Park  Company  seemed 
unable  to  give  us  any  information,  and  we  were 
unable  to  get  any  satisfaction  from  the  president 
of  the  Consolidated  Company  as  to  what  they 
might  or  might  not  do  in  the  matter,  after  the 
city  had  acquired  this  property.  In  fact,  I  did 
not  like  the  complacent  look  of  the  president  of 
the  Consolidated  Company,  a  part  of  the  Koppers 
organization,  as  he  sat  there  in  executive  session. 
I  have  seen  those  men  before,  representatives  and 
high  paid  counsel  of  this  company,  at  the  State 
House,  fighting  for  things  that  they  wanted,  and 
very  far  from  disinterested,  but  in  this  particular 
case  we  find  the  representative  of  this  powerful 
organization,  the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Com- 
pany, a  part  of  the  Koppers  outfit,  Mtting  there 
disinterested.  In  other  words,  the  attitude  of  the 
representatives  of  the  company  simply  seemed  to 
be  this,  "They  must  deal  with  us  anyway,  at  our 
figures."  I  sympathize  with  the  consumers  in 
Hyde  Park.  They  do  have  to  pay  a  high  rate 
for  gas.  Braintree  gets  its  gas  at  a  lower  figure. 
The  Boston  consumers  pay  60  cents  for  the  fir.-t 
100  feet  and  10  cents  for  each  additional  hundred 
feet  up  to  1,000,  making  SI. .50,  I  understand,  per 
thousand  cubic  feet,  and  I  believe  that  the  con- 
sumers in  Hyde  Park  have  to  pay  38  or  40  cents 
more.  I  would  like  to  see  that  situation  remedied. 
But  don't  penalize  the  people  of  Boston.  1  In- 
only  way  in  which  the  Council  can  justify  itself 
in  this  matter  is  not  to  act  until  it  has  at  least 
some  information  about  the  situation,  and  it  does 
not  have  that  information  today.  Thei 
man  in  this  room  who  could  go  out  and  expls 
his  constituents  in  detail  what  will  happen  if  the 
City  Council  accepts  this  act.  1  say  that  u . 
should  go  slow,  that  this  is  without  doul.l  1  he 
most  dangerous  piece  of  legislation  we  have  had 
placed  before  us  in  at  least  five  years. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  I  believe  the 
Council  should  today  accept  or  reject  the  act. 
it  we  accept  the  act,  it  does  not  necessarily  obli- 
gate the  City  of  Boston  to  spend  any  money  until 
such  time  as  the  Mayor  conclude.  Ins  deal  with 
the  gas  company,  and  at  that  time  I  assume  that 
he  will  have  to  come  to  the  City  Council  to  get 
an  appropriation  to  take  care  of  the  matter.  Hoi 
ever,  I  would  like  to  put  myself  in  the  position 
of  a  gas  consumer  who  lives  in  Hyde  Park,  a  cil  ixen 
of  the  City  of  Boston.  When  Hyde  Park  was 
taken  into  Boston,  its  citizens  were  promised  the 
same  privileges  and  benefits  that  were  enjoyed  hv 
those  living  in  East  Boston,  Charles  town,  South 
Boston,  Dorchester  and  Roxbury.  The  people  of 
Hyde  Park  are  taxpayers  of  Boston,  on  the  same 
basis  as  taxpayers  in  Dorchester,  Roxbury  and 
other  sections.  The  people  of  Hyde  Park  pay 
their  proportionate  share  of  the  deficit  of  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  and  bear  their  share  of 
all  the  burdens  of  the  city.  They  pay,  the  same 
as  every  other  citizen  of  Boston.  I  am,  therefore, 
going  to  vote  for  the  acceptance  of  the  act  for  thai 
reason.  I  admit  that  it  will  cost  the  city  some 
money,  but  I  say  that  those  people  in  Hyde  Park, 
those  taxpayers,  are  entitled  to  the  same  privileges 
as  taxpayers  in  Dorchester,  Roxbury  and  other 
sections.  They  are  entitled  to  the  same  rate  on 
gas,  and  they  are  not  getting  it,  if  Representative 
Burke's  figures  are  correct,  as  1  assume  they  are. 
when  he  tells  us  that  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  are 
getting  gas  for  $1.50  a  thousand,  whereas  in  Hyde 
Park  they  pay  §1.90  for  the  same  thing.  And, 
after  all,  the  poor  people,  those  putting  in  all  then- 
working  days  and  then  having  hard  work  in  the 
main  to  keep  ahead  of  the  game,  are  the  ones  who 
are  paying  it.  Yes,  I  shall  be  glad  to  go  to  the 
people  of  Roxbury  and  tell  them  why  I  voted  for 
this  act, — to  save  the  people  of  Hyde  Park  money 
on  their  gas  bills,  so  that  they  may  pay  the  same 
amount  that  is  paid  by  the  people  in  my  district 
and  in  every  other  district  of  tins  city.  I  say,  if 
there  is  a  necessary  initial  expenditure  of  some 
money  on  the  part  of  the  city,  the  taxpayers  should 
bear  it.  You  have  never  heard  the  taxpayers  of 
Hyde  Park  say  that  they  should  not  help  pay  the 
deficit  on  the  Elevated  or  should  not  pay  any 
other  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  City  of  Boston 


They  pay  their  proportionate  share.  Then,  why 
should  they  not  be  entitled  to  the  same  considera- 
tion as  other  sections  of  Boston,  consideration 
which  they  have  not  had  in  this  respect  in  the 
twenty-five  years  that  they  have  been  annexed  to 
Boston.  I  guess  the  expenditure  will  not  be  so 
great,  after  all,  but  I  do  want  to  put  myself  on 
record  as  helping  to  show  consideration  in  this 
matter  for  the  citizens  of  Hyde  Park,  by  voting  for 
the  acceptance  of  this  act;  and  I  trust  that  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  will,  if  he  deems  it  wise,  look 
into  it  and  send  back  to  the  Council  an  order 
dealing  with  the  necessary  expense. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Chair- 
man, the  gentleman  ffom  Ward  8  (Coun.  Dowd) 
speaks  of  the  matter  being  sent  back  to  us  here 
later  by  the  Mayor.  I  understand  that  our  action 
here  is  final,  and  that  if  we  accept  the  act  it  is  left 
entirely  with  the  Mayor  to  deal  with  the  matter. 
I  don't  understand  that  it  will  come  back.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  (Coun.  Roberts)  is  a 
member  of  the  Legislature,  and  he  must  have  some 
very  definite  information  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
He  seems  to  be  pretty  well  prepared  and  to  know 
something  about  it.  There  are  some  very  mys- 
terious tlungs  in  regard  to  it.  The  act  was  passed 
by  the  Legislature  May  12.  and  just  comes  before 
the  Council  now.  in  the  last  few  weeks  of  the 
year.  It  almost  seems  as  if  it  were  kept  over  until 
after  the  eelction.  and  not  enough  time  is  left 
now  for  people  to  think  about  it.  This  is  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  City  Council  that 
we  have  been  asked  to  act  upon  an  important 
matter  like  this  the  moment  it  came  before  us. 
I  know  that  it  is  a  serious  matter,  as  is  realized 
by  every  member  of  the  Council,  and  I  feel  sure 
that  the  councilor  from  Hyde  Park  (Coun.  Norton) 
will  not  oppose  having  it  laid  over  until  the  next 
meeting,  lie-  has  a  reputation  as  a  defender  of 
the  city's  rights  and  stands  for  proper  considera- 
tion and  thought  being  given  to  matters  that  are 
presented  to  tin-  body.  I  certainly  feel,  and  I 
think  he  will  agree,  that  we  should  have  further 
time  to  think  this  matter  over.  I  have  not  even 
read  the  bill,  bui  from  information  I  have  received 
some  of   si,.  ents  that    have  been   made  in 

regard  to  it  seem  somewhat  misleading.  I  would 
ask.  therefore,  that  the  matter  be  postponed  until 
we  may  have  further  time  to  investigate.  I 
have  all  the  sympathy  in  the  world  with  the  people 
of  Hyde  Park,  but  are  we  going  to  place  in  the 
hands  of  one  or  two  individuals  the  absolute, 
final  say  in  regard  to  a  matter  where  the  city 
may  have  to  pay  out  a  million  or  two  million 
dollars,  without  an  opportunity  for  the  City 
Council  once  more  to  pass  upon  it?  I  say  that 
n  was  never  intended  that  one  man  should  have 
such  power.  It  we  were  to  have  an  opportunity 
mid  nine,  well  and  good.  I  listened  to  the 
[tenant-Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  last 
Saturday  evening,  and  all  he  talked  about  was 
the  question  of  utilities.  Xew  England  Power. 
gas  and  electric  light.  Are  the  members  of  this 
body  going  to  vote  upon  this  matter  blindly, 
with  the  lark  of  facts  that  we  have  before  us  here 
today,  and  with  no  chance  to  consider  the  matter'.' 
wrong.  I  don't  believe  in  that  sort  of 
thing.  I  would  like  an  opportunity  to  look 
further  into  the  matter  and  investigate  it.  I 
would  like  an  opportunity  to  talk  with  the  Mayor 
and  to  ask  what  bis  action  will  be,  before  it  is 
finally  acted  upon.  I  don't  know  whether  he 
riven  it  any  consideration.  A  representative 
of  the  Corporation  Counsel's  office  appeared  before 
us  today,  but  it  seemed  from  what  he  said  that 
no  consideration  has  been  given  to  this  subject 
by  that  department.  I  feel  that  to  act  upon 
the  matter  immediately  now,  with  our  total  lack 
of  information,  would  be  an  outrageous  piece  of 
business,  and  I  move  that  the  matter  be  laid 
on  the  table  for  one  week. 

The  motion  to  assign  the  matter  to  the  next 
meeting  was  declared  carried. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President.  I  doubt  the 
vote  and  ask  for  a  toll  call  on  the  motion.  Now, 
Mr.  President. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— Debate  is  not  in 
order. 

Coun.  NORTON— Then.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  ask 
for  unanimous  consent  to  say  just  a  few  words" 
This  act  is  framed  exactly  the  same  as  the  act  by 
which  we  took  over  the  Hyde  Park  and  Dedham 
electric  car  line,  word  for  word.  I  sent  to  each 
member  of  the  Council  a  copy  of  the  bill  some  time 
ago,  and  the  matter  was  called  to  the  attention 
of  the  Mayor  of  Boston  long  before  the  bill  was 
passed  by  the  Legislature.     The  Mayor  and  the 
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members  of  the  Council  knew  what  was  going  on. 
After  twenty-five  years  of  solid  effort  along  this 
line  in  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  the  Legisla- 
ture at  its  last  session  finally  passed  on  act  under 
which  the  citizens  of  Hyde  Park  would  be  treated 
in  this  matter  of  gas  rates  the  same  as  the  citizens 
of  other  parts  of  Boston.  Now,  what  additional 
information  can  be  obtained  in  a  week?  It  would 
undoubtedly  result  in  a  request  for  further  delay, 
with  a  result  that  the  bill  would  be  definitely 
killed.  We  have  to  be  fair  with  the  Mayor  and 
assume  that  he  will  act  as  he  thinks  is  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  City  of  Boston.  But  under  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  it  becomes  dead  in  six  weeks 
unless  something  is  done. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Chair- 
man, all  I  ask  is  for  one  week's  delay,  not  for  a 
month,  five  weeks  or  six  weeks. 

Coun.  NORTON^-Well,  then  next  week  we 
will  have  a  request  for  delay  for  another  week, 
and  so  it  will  go. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD.— I  am  asking 
for  a  delay  of  only  one  week,  councilor. 

Coun.  NORTON — Well,  time  is  passing,  we 
are  getting  very  close  to  the  end  of  the  year.  If 
this  is  delayed  until  next  week,  there  will  then  be 
an  attempt  to  delay  it  for  another  week,  and  so  on. 
Time  is  of  the  essence  of  the  thing.  It  is  four  and 
one  half  months  since  the  act  was  passed,  and  it 
has  just  been  called  to  the  attention  of  the  Mayor 
and  the  members  of  the  City  Council.  There 
are  only  six  weeks  to  go,  and  at  the  end.  of  that 
time  the  bill  becomes  dead.  Why  be  unfair  to 
the  Mayor  and  the  Public  Works  Commissioner? 
Why  not  allow  them  to  consider  it  and  go  ahead? 
We  are  doing  nothing  final  here  today  in  passing 
the  order  accepting  the  act,  except  sending  it  to 
the  Mayor  and  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
and  advancing  to  that  extent  its  coming  before 
the  Department  of  Public  Utilities.  Why  not 
let  them  go  ahead  and  see  what  they  can  do  to 
ease  this  Hyde  Park  situation,  so  that  the  citizens 
of  Hyde  Park  will  not  be  compelled  to  continue 
to  pay  more  in  their  gas  rates  than  is  paid  by 
citizens  in  the  rest  of  Boston?  Where  is  the 
sinister  influence  that  has  been  hinted  at  in  con- 
nection with  this  bill?  The  property  involved 
is  about  half  a  million  dollars  in  underground 
pipes  in  Hyde  Park.  Where  are  the  sinister 
influences?  Where  is  there  anything  hidden  in 
this  matter?  What  harm  can  come  from  allowing 
the  Mayor  and  Public  Works  Commissioner  to 
go  ahead  and  negotiate  with  these  people  if  they 
think  wise?  What  should  be  the  objection  to 
that?  After  all,  even  if  we  pass  this  bill  today 
there  is  no  evidence  that  it  will  be  eventually 
consummated.  It  simply  puts  the  matter  up  to 
the  Mayor  and  he  can  do  as  he  wishes.  If  he 
desires  to  do  so,  he  can  go  ahead  and  try  to  arrive 
at  some  sort  of  settlement,  along  with  the  Public 
Works  Commissioner,  with  the  Boston  Consoli- 
dated Gas  Company,  and  then  the  matter  will 
have  to  be  passed  upon  the  by  Department  of 
Public  Utilities.  So  why  not  try  to  make  some 
progress,  at  least  not  absolutely  nullifying  what 
has  been  done  in  this  last  Legislature  after  cam- 
paigns of  twenty-five  years,  in  the  interest  of  the 
citizens  of  Hyde  Park?  Why  shouldn't  they 
receive  the  same  treatment  as  everybody  else.' 
Why  not  furnish  the  opportunity  at  least  for 
something  to  be  done  in  this  matter?  As  to  any- 
thing being  rushed  through,  we  all  know  that 
before  the  present  executive  makes  a  move  along 
this  line  he  is,  of  course,  going  to  call  in  his  suc- 
cessor, the  incoming  Mayor.  What  is  wrong 
with  that?  Why  not  allow  those  gentlemen  to 
get  busy  on  this  thing  in  the  six  weeks  left  to  see 
if  anything  can  be  done?  The  only  reason  why 
I  object  to  delay  is  because  of  the  short  six  weeks 
that  are  left,  and  because  I  know  that  next  week 
there  will  be  another  request  for  further  delay, 
with  the  result  that,  instead  of  the  matter  being 
postponed  for  one  week,  it  will  be  postponed  for 
two  or  three  weeks  and  probably  killed  entirely.. 

Coun.  ROBERTS— Mr.  President,  I  want 
to  correct  a  statement  made  by  Councilor  Norton, 
because  I  believe  it  should  be  corrected.  He 
said  there  was  only  half  a  million  dollars  involved. 
In  questioning  Mr.  Guild,  representing  the 
Dedham  and  Hyde  Park  Company,  he  admitted 
that  there  was  the  additional  amount  that  would 
be  expected  for  goodwill,  bringing  the  total  amount 
probably  to  a  million  or  perhaps  considerably 
more  In  having  the  matter  set  for  hearing  to- 
day, before  our  Executive  Committee,  we  all 
expected  that  the  people  coming^  in  here  would 
furnish    us    some   information.     Except    for    that 


there  was  no  particular  object  in  their  coming 
here.  But  what  information  was  given  to  us? 
The  gentleman  representing  the  Dedham  and 
Hyde  Park  Company  could  not  even  give  us 
any  idea  as  to  the  amount  that  would  be  expected 
for  goodwill,  and  the  representatives  of  the  Boston 
Consolidated  Gas  Company  were  not  prepared 
to  give  any  figures  on  the  matter,  or,  in  fact,  to 
make  any  real  statements  about  their  position  in 
the  whole  thing.  We  have  no  idea  as  to  how 
much  will  be  expected  by  the  Dedham  and  Hyde 
Park  Company,  nor  as  to  the  rate  that  would 
probably  be  given  by  the  Boston  Consolidated 
Gas  Company  to  the  Hyde  Park  consumers. 
I  don't  know  that  we  can  get  such  informa- 
tion in  a  week,  but  I  don't  believe  that  we  can 
act  intelligently  on  this  matter  in  the  dark.  We 
are  acting  without  information  in  regard  to  the 
price  that  will  have  to  be  paid  or  in  regard  to 
the  rates  that  will  probably  be  charged.  In  fact, 
we  know  nothing  whatever  about  the  whole  busi- 
ness. I  certainly  don't  see  how  we  can  act  upon 
the   matter   intelligently   today. 

Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Chair- 
man, there  is  one  thought  in  my  mind  in  regard 
to  this  matter.  Under  our  laws  any  municipality 
that  wishes  to  protest  on  gas  or  electric  light 
rates  may  have  a  hearing  before  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Utilities.  During  the  entire  de- 
bate I  have  not  heard  any  intimation  that  the 
Hyde  Park  people  have  protested  about  their 
rates  before  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities, 
either  through  individual  petitioners  or  civic 
associations.  Certainly,  if  there  has  been  any 
such  protest  and  arguments  have  been  advanced 
before  the  department  and  the  companies  have 
answered  those  arguments  in  favor  of  lower 
rates,   I   would  like  to   have  that   information. 

The  motion  to  assign  to  the  next  meeting 
was  lost,  yeas  8,  nays  8: 

Yeas — Coun.  Doherty,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J. 
Fitzgerald,  Mellen,  George  A.  Murray,  Peter 
A.  Murray,  Roberts,  Tobin — 8. 

Nays — Coun.  Brackman,  Dowd,  Finley, 
Gallagher,  Harris,  Kerrigan,  Norton,  Selvitella — 8. 

The  order  accepting  the  act  was  passed,  yeas  9, 
nays  7. 

Yeas — Coun.  Brackman,  Doherty,  Dowd,  Fin- 
ley,  Gallagher,  Harris,  Kerrigan,  Norton,  Sel- 
vitella—9. 

Nays — Coun.  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J.  Fitz- 
gerald, Mellen,  George  A.  Murray,  Peter  A. 
Murray,  Roberts,  Tobin — 7. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZ- 
GERALD moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote. 

Reconsideration  was  declared  carried. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  I  doubt  the  vote. 
In  justice  to  the  other  members  of  the  Council  who 
have  left, the  chamber  I  feel  that  before  the  vote  is 
taken  they  should  be  notified. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — Councilor  Dowd 
doubts  the  vote.  The  City  Messenger  will  notify 
the  absentees. 

Reconsideration  was  lost,  yeas  7,  nays  8: 

Yeas — Coun.  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J. 
Fitzgerald,  Mellen,  George.  A.  Murray,  Peter  A. 
Murray,  Roberts,  Shattuck — 7. 

Nays — Coun.  Doherty,  Dowd,  Finley,  Gallagher, 
Kerrigan,  Norton,  Selvitella,  Tobin — 8. 


AMENDMENT    OF    GASOLINE    TAX    LAW. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  draw 
legislation  amending  the  present  gasoline  tax  law 
so  that  for  a  period  of  two  ye;irs  I  he  proceeds  of 
the  gasoline  tax  be  diverted  tor  public  welfare 
purposes  in  cities  and  towns  in  the  Common- 
wealth, and  that  all  road  building  out  of  the 
gasoline  taK  be  stopped  for  a-period  of  two  years. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  at  the  present 
time  the  State  of  Massachusetts  has  a  gasoline 
tax,  by  which  about  S8.000.000  is  collected  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts;  It.  is  Bafe  to  assume 
that  at  least  .V>  per  cent  of  that  $8,000,000  is  paid 
by  citizens  of  the  City  of  Huston.  Despite  that 
fad  we  find  thai  in  Boston  only  about  $2.5,000 
was  spent  last  year  for  roads,  from  the  gasoline 
tax.  1  say  that  conditions  in  our  cities  and  towns 
at  the  present  tune  are  so  burdensome  that  it  is 
about  time  to  stop  the  spending  of  millions  on 
roads  in  the  western  part  of  the  state  and  in  the 
Cape  Cod  section,  where  they  are  now  building 
line  roads  that  will  never  be  traveled  upon,  simply 
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to  use  up  the  money  coming  from  the  tax.  I  say 
it  would  be  much  better,  instead  of  spending 
these  millions  on  contractors  who  with  their  road 
machinery  will  use  but  a  few  men  where  hundreds 
were  at  one  time  employed,  to  spend  in  some  way 
that  will  relieve  the  poverty-stricken  condition  of 
many  of  our  citizens.  The  four  or  five  millions 
that  might  be  diverted  from  the  state  tax  would 
go  a  long  distance  towards  relieving  distress  in 
our  state  rather  than  building  unnecessary  roads 
in  isolated  parts  of  Massachusetts,  roads  that  will 
probably  never  be  traveled  on. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REGULATION  OF  BARBER  SHOPS. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA  and  DOWD  offered  the 
following: 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  State  of  Massachusetts: 

Section  1. — No  person,  persons,  firm  or  corpora- 
tion shall  open,  conduct,  maintain  or  operate  a 
barber  shop  for  revenue,  pay,  free  or  otherwise  in, 
the  City  of  Boston,  Suffolk  County,  Massachusetts 
unless  such  person,  persons,  firm  or  corporation 
shall  have  been  duly  licensed  by  the  Mayor  of 
City  of  Boston  for  such  purpose. 

Section  2. — The  annual  fee  for  such  license 
shall  be  two  dollars.  All  such  licenses  shall 
expire  at  midnight  on  the  31st  day  of  January  of 
each  year  when  such  license  is  taken  out  or  issued. 
After  the  31st  day  of  July,  of  any  year,  the  fee 
shall  be  one-half  Q)  of  said  sum. 

Section  3. — No  transfer  of  license,  either  as  to 
person  or  place,  shall  be  permitted. 

Section  4. — It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person, 
persons,  firm  or  corporation  operating  or  main- 
taining a  barber  shop  to  allow  the  view  to  t lie 
interior  at  any  time  to  be  obstructed  by  the  use 
of  blinds,  shades,  screens,  painted  or  frosted 
glass,  or  any  other  device  to  prevent  a  free  and 
unobstructed  view  from  the  outside  of  such 
barber  shop. 

Section  5. — It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person, 
persons,  firm  or  corporation  operating,  maintaining 
or  conducting  any  barber  shop,  or  any  place 
wherein  barbering  is  done  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  to  permit  it  to  be  open  for  the 
business  of  barbering  for  revenue,  pay,  free  or 
otherwise,  before  eight  o'clock  a.  m.  and  after 
seven  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  following  days,  to  wit: 
Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  and 
Friday  of  each  and  every  week;  on  Saturday  of 
each  and  every  week  and  on  all  days  previous  to 
the  following  holidays,  to  wit:  New  Year's  Day, 
Washington's  Birthday,  Patriots'  Day,  Decoration 
Day,  Bunker  Hill  Day,  Fourth  of  July.  Labor  Day, 
Columbus  Day,  Armistice  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day 
and  Christmas  to  open  at  eight  o'clock  a.  m.  and 
close  at  nine  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  on  each  of  the 
herein  mentioned  legal  holidays  all  barber  shops 
shall  be  closed  all  day. 

Section  6. — Any  person,  persons,  firm  or  corpora- 
tion who  violates  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  next 
preceding  sections  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall 
be  fined  for  the  first  offense  not  more  than  ten 
dollars  ($10)  and  for  the  second  offense  not  more 
than  twenty  dollars  ($20)  and  each  day  of  the 
violation  of  said  ordinance  shall  constitute  a 
separate  offense. 

Section  7. — Nothing  in  this  ordinance  shall  lie 
construed  to  refer  to  a  beauty  shop,  so  called,  or  a 
hairdressing  parlor,  so  called,  patronized  exclusively 
by  females. 

This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in 
force  from  and  after  the  earliest  period  allowed 
by  law. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


MUSICAL  ENTERTAINMENT  ON  SUNDAY. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested  to  furnish  the  City  Council  with  his 
opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  under  existing  laws 
it  is  legal  for  musical  or  other  entertainment  to  be 
furnished  on  Sunday  in  a  cafe  or  restaurant  either 
with  or  without  a  license  for  such  musical  enter- 
tainment, and  if  a  license  is  required  by  whom 
should  it  be  granted. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  while  I 
realize  that  it  is  not  within  the  province  of  this 
body  to  interpret  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth, 
I  do  feel  that  the  latest  action  of  the  Boston 
Licensing  Board  in  prohibiting  music  except 
sacred  concerts  on  Sunday  is  merely  another  step 
towards  driving  legitimate  business  out  of  Boston. 
It  would  appear  that  the  Licensing  Board  has  gone 
to  the  archives  of  the  State  House  and  picked 
up  a  so-called  Blue  Sunday  Law,  the  enforcing  of 
which  will  result  in  practically  making  Boston  a 
cow  pasture.  I  say  it  is  unfair  to  have  our  city 
suffer  from  that  sort  of  thing,  that  the  Licensing 
Board  is  not  the  proper  authority  to  interpret 
so-called  Blue  Laws.  If  we  are  going  back  to  the 
horse  and  buggy  days  and  are  going  to  send 
business  away  from  Boston  to  nearby  cities  and 
towns.  I  say  it  is  unfair  to  business  men  in  our 
city  who  are  investing  huge  sums  of  money  from 
which  they  will  be  unable  to  receive  decent  returns. 
Therefore,  I  am  asking  the  Law  Department  to 
furnish  to  us  an  opinion  upon  this  matter,  if  for 
no  other  reason  than  to  help  preserve  our  self 
independence  and  to  try  to  keep  within  our  city 
limits  business  that  properly  belongs  here. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


BLEACHER    SEATS,    CHARLESTOWN 
PLAYGROUNDS. 

Coun.  MELLEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  include 
in  the  budget  for  1938  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
erection  of  bleacher  seats  in  all  playgrounds  in 
Charlestown. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  CENTRE  COURT, 
WARD  16. 

Coun.  McGRATH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Hoard    of    Street    Commis- 
sioners   be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,    to    accept    and    lay    out    Centre    court. 
Ward  16.  as  a  public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  VON  HILLERN  STREET, 
WARD  7. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Board   of   Street    Commis- 
sioners   be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway. 
Von  Hillern  street,  Ward  7. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  NORTON,  at 
4.11  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  November  29  , 
1937,  at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  ot  City  Council. 


Monday,   November   29,    1937. 

'Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in 
Faneuil  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President  FITZ- 
GERALD in  the  chair.  Absent,  Coun.  Brack- 
man,   Harris,   Kilroy   and   Peter   A.   Murray. 

The  President  announced  that  the  meeting 
was  being  held  at  Faneuil  Hall  for  the  reason 
that  emergency  repairs  were  being  made  on 
the  City   Council  Chamber. 


APPOINTMENTS    iBY    THE    MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments, 
viz. : 

Weigher  of  Goods :  John  J.  Fothergill,  285 
Sumner   street,    East    Boston,    Mass. 

Constable:  Harry  G.  Blazo,  9  Newsome 
(park,  Jamaica  Plain,  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1938,  without  power  to  serve  civil 
process   and   to   serve   without  bond. 

Severally  laid  over   a   week  under  the  law. 


LOAN    IN   ANTICIPATION    OF    TAXES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  26,   1937. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  accordance  with  the  at- 
tached request  of  the  City  Auditor  I  submit 
herewith  an  order  authorizing  the  City  Treas- 
urer to  issue  before  the  close  of  the  year 
temporary  loans  in  anticipation  of  taxes  in  an 
amount  not  exceeding  $5,000,000.  In  view  of 
existing  conditions  I  deem  it  expedient  to  re- 
quest your  approval  of  the  order  and  respect- 
fully recommend  its  adoption  by  your  Honor- 
able  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

City    of   Boston, 
Auditing    Department, 

November   24,    1937. 
Hon.   Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — At  the  beginning  of   the  current 
year  authorization   was   secured   from   the   City 
Council    for    the    issuance    during    the    year    of 
forty    million    dollars     ($40,000,000)     of    tempo- 
rary  notes   in   anticipation   of   the  collection   of 
taxes   and   revenue. 

Up  to  the  present  time  $36,500,000  of  this 
authorization  has  been  used,  leaving  a  balance 
in  the  original  authorization  of  $3,500,000. 
From  present  indications  it  would  appear  as 
though  it  would  be  necessary  to  borrow  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  year  approximately 
$5,000,000  on  temporary  notes,  or  an  amount 
$1,500,000  is  excess  of  the  balance  now  re- 
maining in  the  original  authorization.  It  is 
desirable,  therefore,  to  secure  additional  au- 
thorization from  the  Council  to  cover  the  an- 
ticipated borrowings  previously  mentioned.  I 
have  had  prepared  an  order  providing  for  an 
additional  authorization  of  $5,000,000,  and 
respectfully  recommend  that  this  order  be 
submitted  to  the  Council  for  consideration  at 
the  next  meeting. 

Respectfully. 

Charles  J.   Fox, 
City   Auditor. 

Ordered,  That  to  provide  temporarily  money 
to  meet  the  appropriations  for  the  financial 
year  1937,  the  City  Treasurer  issue  and  sell, 
at  such  time  and  in  such  amounts  as  he  may 
deem  best,  notes  or  certificates  of  indebted- 
ness    of     the     City     of    Boston     not    exceeding 


$5,000,000  in  the  total,  in  anticipation  of  the 
taxes  of  the  current  municipal  year ;  that  all 
such  notes  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  be 
dated  the  day  the  money  for  the  same  is 
received,  be  made  payable  with  the  interest 
thereon  within  one  year  of  their  date  and  bear 
interest  from  their  date  until  the  same  are 
made  payable  at  such  rate  as  the  City  Auditor, 
the  City  Treasurer,  and  the  Mayor  may  de- 
termine. 

Referred   to  Executive   Committee. 


RESCISSION    OF   LOAN   ORDERS. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   November  29,   1937. 
To   the   City   Council. 

Gentlemen, — With  the  exception  of  the  Suf- 
folk County  Court  House,  practically  all 
P.  W.  A.  projects  sponsored  by  the  city  have 
been  completed.  There  still  remains  on  the 
official  records  of  the  city  in  connection  with 
the  projects  listed  below  authorization  to 
borrow    which    will    not   toe    required : 

Police  Communications   System $110,000 

Hospital     Department,     New      Building 

and    Alterations    and    Equipment....  420,000 
New  Intermediate  School,  Eliot  Square, 

Roxbury     380,000 

New      Intermediate      School,       Phillips 

Brooks     District,     Dorchester 350,000 

South    Boston    High   School,    Addition....  235,000 
English    High   School   Alterations,   New 

Cafeteria     50,000 

In    order   to    clear    the    records    by    the   close 
of    the   current   year,    I    recommend    immediate 
consideration   and  adoption   by   your   Honorable 
Body   of   the   attached   orders   of   rescission. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick   W.   Mansfield,   Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money 
for  Police  Communications  System,  under  au- 
thority of  chapter  366,  Acts  of  1933,  as 
amended  by  chapter  21,  Acts  of  1934,  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor  on  March  2,  1934,  and 
August  19,  1936,  be  limited  to  $325,000,  and 
that  the  authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of 
said  amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and  the 
same  hereby   is,   rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money 
for  Hospital  Department,  New  Buildings  and 
Alterations  and  Equipment,  under  authority 
of  chapter  366,  Acts  of  1933,  as  amended  by 
chapter  21,  Acts  of  1934,  approved  by  the 
Mayor  on  February  27,  1934,  and  August  4, 
1936,  be  limited  to  $1,150,000,  and  that  the 
authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of  said 
amount  for  said  purpose,  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,   rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money 
for  New  Intermediate  School,  Eliot  Square, 
'Roxbury,  under  authority  of  chapter  366,  Acts 
of    1933,    as    amended   by    chapter    21,    Acts   of 

1934,  approved    by    the   Mayor    on    October   29, 

1935,  be  limited  to  $400,000,  and  that  the 
authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of  said 
amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,   rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money 
for  New  Intermediate  School,  Phillips  Brooks 
District,  Dorchester,  under  authority  of  chapter 
366,  Acts  of  1933,  as  amended  by  chapter  21, 
Acts  of  1934,  approved  by  the  Mayor  on 
October  29,  1935,  be  limited  to  $500,000,  and 
that  the  authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of 
said  amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and  the 
same  hereby   is,   rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money 
for  English  High  School  Alterations,  New  Cafe- 
teria, under  authority  of  chapter  366,  Acts  of 
1933,  as  amended  by  chapter  21,  Acts  of  1934, 
approved  by  the  Mayor  on  October  29,  1935^ 
be  limited  to  $60,000,  and  that  the  authoriza- 
tion to  borrow  in  excess  of  said  amount  for 
said  purpose  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  re- 
scinded. 
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Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money 
for  South  Boston  High  School,  Addition,  under 
authority  of  chapter  366,  Acts  of  1935$,  as 
amended  by  chapter  21,  Acts  of  1934,  approved 
by  the  Mayor  on  October  29,  1935,  be  limited 
to  $300,000,  and  that  the  authorization  to  bor- 
row in  excess  of  said  amount  for  said  purpose 
be,    and    the    same    hereby    is,    rescinded. 

Referred   to   Executive   Committee. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

Tine  (following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred    to    the   committees    named,    viz. : 

Claims. 

James  P.  Desmond,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Atherton   street. 

E.  Raymond  Kearney,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  truck  by   city  truck. 

John  W.  McLean,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
judgment    issued    against   him. 

Ida  Morse  et  al.,  for  compensation  for  inju- 
ries and  damlages  to  property  by  city  auto- 
mobile. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

Applications  were  received  for  minors' 
licenses  from  twenty-three  newsboys  and  five 
bootblacks. 

Approved    under    the    usual   conditions. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   JAMES    H.    WALLACE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Health  De- 
partment of  provisional  appointment  of  James 
H.  Wallace,  168  Magnolia  street.  Dorchester, 
as  housing  and  sanitary  inspector  of  Health 
Department. 

Placed    on    file. 


APPOINTMENT    OF     LIEUT.     THOMAS    W. 
O'DONNELL. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Police  Com- 
missioner of  appointment  of  Lieut.  Thomas 
W.  O'Donnell  to  serve  as  keeper  of  the  City 
Lock-up. 

Placed    on    file. 


APPOINTMENT    OF    TEMPORARY    CITY 
TREASURER. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  appointment  by 
the  Mayor  on  November  26,  of  Arthur  F". 
Swan  as  Temporary  City  Treasurer  because 
of  temporary  incapacity  of  John  H.  Dorsey, 
City   Treasurer. 

Placed    on    file. 


NOTICE    OF    INTEREST    IN    CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  Edward  F.  Mc- 
Clenen,  Special  Assistant  Corporation  Counsel, 
in  case  of  City  of  Boston  versus  Joseph  Santo- 
suosso  et  al.,  that  his  firm  had  arranged  settle- 
ment with  Board  of  Assessors  with  respect  to 
premises  17<9-1&'3  South  street,  Boston,  assessed 
to    Massachusetts    Realty-Commercial    Company. 

Placed    on    file. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Soldiers"  Relief,  submitted  report  recommend- 
ing passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the 
City  of   Boston   for  the  month  of   November. 

Report   accepted  ;   said   order    passed. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    CLAIMS. 

Coun.  SELVTTELLA,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  the  following : 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  John  J.  Sweeney 
(referred    November    8)     to   be    reimbursed   for 

amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him  on 
account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  motor 
vehicle  belonging  to  Public  Works  Department, 
Sanitary  Division — recommending  passage  of 
accompanying  order,  viz.  : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $21.45  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  John  J.  Sweeney  in  reimburse- 
ment for  amount  of  judgment  issued  against 
him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a 
motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Public  Works 
Department,  Sanitary  Division,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report   accepted  ;   order   passed. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  John  F.  Gilmore 
( referred    November    8 )    to   be    reimbursed    for 

amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him  on 
account  of  acts  as  operator  of  motor  vehicle 
belonging  to  Public  Works  Department,  High- 
way Division — recommending  passage  of  ac- 
companying  order,    viz. : 

Ordered.  That  the  sum  of  $100  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  John  F.  Gilmore  in  reimbursement 
(for  amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him 
on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a 
motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Public  Works 
Department,  Highway  Division,  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report    accepted ;   order   passed. 


APPEARANCE   OF    EMPLOYEES    BEFORE 
LEGISLATIVE     COMMITTEES. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,    submitted    the    following: 

1.  Report  on  several  orders  concerning  ap- 
pearance of  city  employees  before  legislative 
committees  at  State  House — recommending 
passage  of   accompaning   new   draft,    viz. : 

An    Ordinance    Concerning     Employees. 
Be   it   ordained   by  the  City  Council   of   Boston, 
as   follows : 

Section  twenty-five  of  chapter  three  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1925  is  hereby  amended 
by  striking  out  after  the  word  "convention"  in 
the  third  line  the  following:  "nor  shall  any 
officer  or  employee  of  the  city,  not  elected  by 
popular  vote,  apply  for,  object  to,  or  advocate 
before  the  legislature,  any  special  act  relating 
to  the  city  of  Boston,  unle.ss  expressly  au- 
thorized so  to  do  by  the  mayor  or  the  city 
council"  so  that  said  section  as  amended  shall 
read   as   follows : 

No  salaried  officer  or  employee  of  the  city, 
not  elected  by  popular  vote,  shall  be  an  officer 
of  any  political  caucus  or  a  member  of  any 
political    committee   or    convention. 

Report   accepted  :  ordinance   passed. 

2.  Report  on  ordinance  (referred  Novem- 
ber 22  )  regulating  barber  shops — recommend- 
ing  that  same  ought   to   pass. 

Report    accepted :   ordinance    passed. 


REPORT     OF      COMMITTEE     ON     JITNEY 
LICENSES. 

Coun.  MURRAY,  for  the  Committee  on 
Jitney   Licenses,   submitted   the   following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  (referred  June  7)  for 
license  to  operate  motor  vehicles  between 
Columbia  Station  and  junction  of  Blue  Hill 
avenue  and  West  Cottage  street — recommend- 
ing that   leave  be  granted. 

Report    accepted  ;   license   granted. 


PETITION  OF  IDENTIFICATION  OFFICER. 

Coun.   TOBIN   offered    the   following: 
Ordered,     That   his   Honor  the  Mayor   be   re- 
quested to  instruct  the  Penal  Institutions  Com- 
missioner    and     the     Budget     Commissioner     to 
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confer  relative  to  the  advisability  of  establish- 
ing the  position  of  "Identification  Officer"  in 
the  Penal  Institutions   Department. 

Coum  TOBIN — Mr.  President,  the  purpose 
of  this  order  Is  to  have  the  Penal  Institutions 
Commissioner  and  the  Budget  Commissioner 
conifer  with  reference  to  establishing  the  new 
position  of  "Identification  Officer"  under  the 
county  classification  plan.  As  I  understand, 
under  the  county  budget  classification  plan, 
any  new  position  must  originate  with  the 
department  bead, — that  is,  the  Penal  Institu- 
tions Commissioner  in  this  case, — 'and  the 
matter  then  goes  to  the  Budget  Commissioner 
and  then  to  the  Mayor  for  approval.  I 
thought  it ,  would  be  well  to  start  the  proposi- 
tion at  this  time  so  that  the  influence  of  this 
body  may  be  brought  on  the  department  heads 
to  consider  whether  the  proposed  plan  is  not 
feasible.  It  is  not  an  idea  of  mine,  but  is 
something  that  has  been  passed  on  to  me, 
and  I  feel  that  it  is  a  good  plan.  The 
duties  that  would  be  performed  by  such  an 
identification  officer  are  set  forth  in  chapter 
127,  section  5,  of  the  General  Laws,  under 
which  it  is  provided  that  the  officer  in  charge 
of  the  Penal  Institutions,  after  receiving  in- 
mates, shall  take  his  description,  namely,  his 
height,  weight,  photograph  and  fingerprints. 
This  has  been  done  in  the  Deer  Island  divi- 
sion of  the  Penal  Institutions  Department,  in 
a  way,  but  not  by  a  man  specially  employed 
for  that  purpose  or  to  whom  that  particular 
duty  has  been  assigned.  The  pictures,  I 
understand,  are  taken  by  some  outsider,  and 
then  the  fingerprints  are  not  taken  by  an 
expert  but  by  a  clerk  in  the  office,  and  the 
following  indentification, — fohe  name,  height, 
weight,  and  so  forth, — are  taken  by  the  same 
clerk.  It  would  seem  that  this  work  should 
be  done  as  it  is  in  other  institutions  in  Hie 
state  and  outside  of  the  state,  by  one  man  in 
charge  of  the  work,  one  man  taking  the  pic- 
ture, the  fingerprints  and  the  other  necessary 
matter  for  identification,  and  having  that 
man  keep  the  records  in  a  proper  manner.  I 
understand,  for  example,  that  one  sarious 
difficulty  at  the  present  time  is  the  fact  that 
many  of  the  men  are  there  under  an  assumed 
name,  and  that  investigation  is  needed  to  get 
the  correct  information.  Sometimes,  for  in- 
stance, institutions  in  outside  states  desire 
a  man  who  may  be  bearing  some  other  name, 
but  who  may  be  the  individual  they  are  after, 
and  under  the  present  system,  not  having  the 
fingerprints  and  the  other  identification  in 
charge  of  one  particular  person,  the  man  is 
not  properly  defined,  and  there  is  a  slip-up  in 
justice.  I  understand  that  the  expense  will  be 
$350,  covering  the  cost  of  the  filing  cabinet, 
picture  machinery  and  other  things.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  Budget  Commissioner  will 
confer  with  the  Penal  Institutions  Commis- 
sioner and  will  see  to  it  that  this  office  is 
established.  It  may  be  that  there  will  be 
no  additional  expense  needed.  For  instance, 
there  may  be  an  officer  at  the  island  who  can 
be  given  the  title  and  who  will  take  over  this 
work,  even  with  tihe  pay  that  he  now  has, 
it  being  work  that  he  can  properly  be  charged 
with.  I  think,  however,  that  the  important, 
thing  is  to  have  definite  personal  responsibility 
for  positive  identification  of  the  inmates  and 
that  having  this  work  and  this  information  in 
the  hands  of  one  man,  who  is  to  be  the  rec- 
ognized identification  officer,  will  be  beneficial 
to  the  city  and  to  the  state. 
The  order  was  passed. 


LEASE    TO    STEPHEN    DARIUS    POST. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be 
authorized  to  lease  to  the  Stephen  Darius 
Post,  American  Legion,  the  Drake  School, 
located  on  C  street,  near  Broadway,  in  South 
Boston,  on  such  terms  and  conditions  bs 
said  committee  may   deem   advisable. 

Passed    under    suspension    of    the    rule. 


CONFIRMATION    OF    EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

Coun.  AGNEW  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  Nos.  1  and  2  on  the  calendar,  viz. : 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  November  22,  1937,  of  Constables 
authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing 
bonds,  viz. :  Frank  F.  Wenmerstrand,  John  J. 
Adams,  Charles  J.  McGrath,  Harold  L.  Phil- 
lips, John  J.  McDonnell,  Jr.,  Sidney  Cohen, 
Louis   J.   Daddico. 

2.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  November  22,  1937,  of  Walter  J.  Ward, 
Jr.,  to  be  a  Measurer  of  Leather ;  and  Mary 
C.  Fetherston  and  Maxwell  R.  Finstein,  to  be 
Weighers    of    Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Rosenberg  and  Selvitella.  The 
committee  first  reported  that  there  were  17 
ballots  cast,  16  in  the  affirmative  and  one  in 
the  negative,  and  the  appointments  were 
confirmed. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  call 
for  a  verification  of  that  vote.  I  believe 
there  were  at  least  two  votes  in  the  negative. 
I  think  the  recording  of  some  of  these  votes 
is  perfectly  scandalous.  This  is  at  least  the 
second  time  that  such  a  vote  has  been  im- 
properly   recorded. 

President  FITZGBRALD-^Coun.  ROSEN- 
BERG   will    please    recount    those    ballots. 

(The  ballots  were  recounted,  and  the  com- 
mittee reported  that  there  were  17  ballots 
cast,  15  in  the  affirmative  and  2  in  the 
negative,  and  that  the  appointments  were 
confirmed.) 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  SHATTUCK 
said : 

Mr.  President,  I  move  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  taken  earlier  in  the  session  on  con- 
firmation of  constables.  Instead  of  two,  I 
am  informed  that  there  were  three  votes  in 
the  negative.  In  the  interest  of  an  honest 
and  correct  count,  I  move  reconsideration  so 
that  we  may  know  how  many  voted  in  the 
affirmative   and   how    many    in    the   negative. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried,  und 
the  question  came  on  confirmation  of  the  ap- 
pointments contained  in  Nos.  1  and  2  on  the 
calendar.  The  clerk  called  the  roll,  the  mem- 
bers recorded  their  votes  as  their  names  were 
called,    with    the   following   result: 

For  confirmation — Coun.  Agnew,  Doherty, 
Dowd,  Finley,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher, 
Kerrigan,  McGrath,  Mellen,  George  A.  Murray, 
Norton,    Rosenberg,    Selvitella,    T'obin — 14. 

Against  confirmation — Coun.  Roberts,  Shat- 
tuck,   Wilson — 3. 

And  the  appointments  were  declared  con- 
firmed. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  are  those 
unpaid    positions  ? 

Chairman   GALLAGHER— Yes. 

Coun.   NORTON— Not  paid  by  the  city? 

Chairman    GALLAGHER— That    is    right. 


FUND   FOR  TRAFFIC   RESEARCH 
COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  AGNEW  called  up  assignment  No.  3 
on   the  calendar,  viz. : 

3.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $1,000  be. 
and  hereby  is.  transferred  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Reserve  Fund  to  the  appropriation 
for  Traffic  Research  Committee,  to  be  expended 
by  said  committee,  under  the  direction  of  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of  Ms 
duties. 

Indefinitely  postponed,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
AGNEW. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  GALLAGHER  the 
Council  at  2.21  p.  m.  took  a  recess,  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reas- 
sembled and  were  called  to  order  by  Coun. 
GALLAGHER   at    3.30    p.    m. 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee,  submitted  the  following  : 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  six 
orders  for  rescission  of  authorization  to  bor- 
row funds  on  various  projects — recommending 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted ;  said  orders  passed,  yeas 
17,  nays  0. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred      today)       for      temporary      loan      of 

$5,000,000  in  anticipation  of  taxes  of  current 
municipal  year — that  the  original  order  ought 
not  to  pass,  and  recommending  passage  of  an 
order   for   a  loan  of   $1,500,000. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  as 
originally  submitted  by  the  Mayor  was  declared 
rejected. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order   for   $1,500,000    in   the   new  draft. 

Coun.  FINLEY — Mr.  President,  I  would 
move  at  this  time  that  the  order  submitted 
by  the  Mayor  be  substituted  for  the  order  re- 
ported by  the  committee. 

Coun.  Finley's  motion  was  declared  lost,  and 
the  question  then  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
mew  draft  for  $1,500,000,  as  reported  by  the 
committee. 

The  order  for  $1,500,000  was  rejected,  yeas 
6,   nays   11 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Doherty,  Dowd,  Peter  J.  Fitz- 
gerald,   Gallagher,    Rosenberg,    Tobin — 6. 

■Nays — Coun.  Agnew,  Finley,  Kerrigan,  Mc- 
Grath,  Mellen,  George  A.  Murray,  Norton, 
Roberts,   Selvitella,    Shattuck,    Wilson— 11. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  I  move 
reconsideration  of  action  on  the  Mayor's  orig- 
inal order  and  that  it  be  placed  on  the  calendar 
at  our   next  meeting. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— The  Chair  will 
rule  that  you  can  move  a  reconsideration  of 
the  $1,500,000  order,  instead  of  the  original 
order,   which    was   rejected. 


Coun.  SELVITELLA — I  am  interested  in  the 
original   order. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — The  original  order 
was    rejected. 


ATTEMPTED     RECONSIDERATION     OF 
BARBER   ORDINANCE. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG — Mr.  President,  I  move 
a  reconsideration  of  the  barber's  bill  reported 
by   the   Ordinance   Committee. 

The  motion  to  reconsider   was  declared  lost. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG— Mr.  President,  I  doubt 
the  vote  and  ask  for  a  roll  call,  and  I  would 
ask   unanimous   consent   to   make  a  statement. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  I 
object. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— The  clerk  will  call 
the   roll  on    reconsideration. 

Coun.  ROBERTS— Mr.  President,  do  I  under- 
stand under  this  new  ordinance  in  regard  to 
barber  shops  that  they  are  prohibited  from 
keeping  open  in  Boston  after  seven  o'clock, 
whether  they  are  one  or  two  man  shops  ? 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — That  is  right. 
The  clerk  will   call   the  roll. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost,  yeas  4, 
nays    13: 

Yeas — Coun.  Doherty,  Roberts,  Rosenberg, 
Shattuck — 1. 

Nays — Coun.  Agnew,  Dowd,  Finley,  Peter  J. 
Fitzgerald,  Gallagher,  Kerrigan,  McGrath,  Mel- 
len, George  A.  Murray,  Norton,  Selvitella, 
Tobin.    Wilson— 13. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG — Mr.  President,  I  now 
ask  unanimous   consent   to   make  a  statement. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  I 
object. 


The  Council  adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
WILSON,  at  3.41  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday, 
December   6,   1937,  at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  December  6,  1937. 
Regular  meeting  of  City  Council  held  in  Faneuil 
Hall   at   2   p.   m.,   Coun.   GALLAGHER  in  the 
chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Shattuck. 


MEETINGS     OF     COUNCIL     IN     FANEUIL 
HALL. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  until  repairs  are  completed  in 
the  City  Council  Chamber,  Faneuil  Hall  be,  and 
hereby  is,  designated  as  the  place  in  which  the 
regular  and  special  meetings  of  the  City  Council 
shall  be  held. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  under  the  law,  Coun.  PETER 
J.  FITZGERALD  presiding  at  the  box,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Mayor,  as  follows: 

Twenty-one  grand  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  January  3,  1938: 

William  H.  Jackson,  Ward  1;  Charles  A.  Lacy, 
Ward  3;  Martin  F.  Kelly,  Ward  4;  John  L.  Seaver, 
Ward  4;  Jerome  S.  Green,  Ward  6;  Albert  Lindi, 
Ward  6;  Martin  F.  Connolly,  Ward  7;  John  G. 
Dreier,  Ward  8;  Charles  F.  Dunn,  Ward  9;  Henry 
F.  Fogel,  Ward  10;  William  B.  Edwards,  Ward  11; 
Patrick  M.  O'Connor,  Ward  12;  Abraham  Rodman, 
Ward  14;  Charles  W.  Lord,  Ward  16;  John  O. 
Dasey,  Ward  18;  Fred  G.  Uriot,  Ward  18;  Edgar 
J.  Badger,  Ward  19;  Francis  Murray,  Ward  19; 
C.  Temple  Allen,  Jr.,  Ward  20;  Herbert  J.  Connors, 
Ward  20;  William  Underwood,  Ward  20. 

Seventy-nine  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  January  3,  1938: 

Thomas  Cody,  Ward  1;  James  J.  Conway, 
Ward  1;  Patrick  J.  McCarthy,  Ward  1;  Edward 
McLaughlin,  Ward  1;  Joseph  G.  Velardo,  Ward  1 
James  A.  Gibbons,  Ward  2;  Frederick  E.  Irons 
Ward  2;  Robert  E.  Meade,  Ward  2;  Michael  J 
Spellman,  Ward  2;  William  J.  Chisholm,  Ward  3. 
Richard  B.  Robinson,  Ward  3;  Donald  J.  Mac- 
Donald,  Ward  4;  Josepat  J.  Hamel,  Ward  5. 
Samuel  W.  Kramer,  Ward  5;  Frederick  Henry 
Lesh,  Ward  5;  Peter  Malcolm  MacKinnon,  Ward 
5;  Ernest  S.  Nickerson,  Ward  5;  Charles  W.  Babb, 
Ward  6;  John  J.  Burke,  Ward  6;  Oscar  R.  Carlson, 
Ward  6;  William  H.  Curtis,  Ward  6;  William 
McDermott,  Ward  6;  William  F.  Murray,  Ward 
7;  Denis  Sullivan,  Ward  7;  Williard  L.  Tibbetts, 
Ward  7;  Frank  Lambiase,  Jr.,  Ward  8;  Henry  L. 
Carpenter,  Ward  10;  Joseph  L.  Hohmann,  Ward 
10;  Philip  M.  McKeown,  Ward  11;  John  J.  Cashen, 
Ward  12;  William  L.  Flickinger,  Ward  12;  Ernest 

F.  Govan,  Ward  12;  Edward  F.  Hurley,  Ward  12; 
James  J.  Madden,  Jr.,  Ward  12;  John  C.  Marshall, 
Ward  12;  Daniel  B.  Murphy,  Ward  12;  Alfred 
Stewart,  Ward  12;  Joseph  G.  Sullivan,  Ward  12; 
Joseph  I.  Hennessey,  Ward  13;  Joseph  A.  Herr, 
Ward  13;  Michael  Feinberg,  Ward  14;  Henry 
Fredey,  Ward  14;  Isadore  Goldstein,  Ward  14; 
David  Lederman,  Ward  14;  John  W.  Leonard, 
Ward  14;  Samuel  Smith,  Ward  14;  John  Kay, 
Ward  15;  William  J.  Kennon,  Ward  15;  Harry  J. 
Mullen,  Ward  15;  Oscar  Smith,  Ward  15;  Mark  A. 
Collins,  Ward  16;  Leroy  S.  Knowles,  Ward  16; 
Johan  E.  F.  Johanson,  Ward  17;  James  D.  Mc- 
Grath,  Ward  17;  John  E.  O'Brien,  Ward  17;  Albert 
E.  Anderson,  Ward  18;  John  F.  Begley,  Ward  18; 
Michael  J.  Sullivan,  Ward  18;  Joseph  A.  Wall, 
Ward  18;  Charles  A.  Wipperman,  Ward  18;  Edward 

G.  Bayer,  Ward  19;  Carl  B.  Bohlin,  Ward  19; 
Timothy  A.  Hickey,  Ward  19;  Leo  F.  Hinchey, 
Ward  19;  Walter  J.  Loehr,  Ward  19;  James 
Maguire,  Ward  19;  Edward  A.  Carter,  Ward  20; 
John  P.  V.  McKee,  Ward  20;  John  W.  Nutting 
Ward  20;  Edwin  A.  Terkelsen,  Ward  20;  William 
L.  Stone,  Ward  21;  Edward  H.  Tapper  Jr.,  Ward 
21;  Peter  Joseph  Clifford,  Ward  22;  James  J.  Fay 
Ward  22;  Amos  Lucy,  Ward  22;  Frank  J  Lyons, 
Ward  22;  George  B.  Murphy,  Ward  22;  Peter  J. 
Roma,  Ward  22;  Walter  W.  Scott,  Ward  22. 


Seventy-four  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Civil 
Court,  to  appear  January  3,  1938: 

Howard  C.  Frederick,  Ward  1;  John  J.  Rizzo, 
Ward  1;  Arthur  J.  Ahern,  Ward  2;  John  J.  Boyle, 
Ward  2;  John  Galloway,  Ward  2;  Timothy  W. 
Mahoney,  Ward  2;  Frank  R.  Maccaferri,  Ward  3; 
John  G.  McClusky,  Ward  3;  Daniel  A.  Gould, 
Ward  4;  Albert  J.  Pickard,  Ward  4;  David  C. 
Quinn,  Ward  4;  Edward  R.  Curtis,  Ward  5; 
Ralph  E.  Ferguson,  Ward  5;  John  A.  Lynch, 
Ward  5;  James  W.  Driscoll,  Ward  6;  Thomas 
W.  Somers,  Ward  6;  George  W.  Montague,  Ward 
7;  Michael  R.  Norton,  Ward  7;  James  A.  Quilty, 
Ward  7;  Joseph  A.  Sears,  Ward  7;  Edward  F. 
Devin,  Ward  8;  Michael  J.  Hoar,  Ward  8;  John 
F.  MacDonald,  Ward  8;  Frederick  Harrison,  Jr., 
Ward  9;  Leon  J.  Hebert,  Ward  9;  Thomas  W. 
Whiteside,  Ward  9;  Leonard  G.  Brian,  Ward  10; 
Patrick  Carey,  Ward  10;  John  J.  Glennon,  Ward 
10;  William  L.  McGovern,  Ward  10;  John  H. 
Schultz,  Ward  10;  Charles  S.  Bruce,  Ward  11; 
William  A.  Byrne,  Ward  11;  Charles  J.  Campbell, 
Ward  11;  Irvin  Gerofski,  Ward  11;  Howard  E. 
Davis,  Ward  12;  James  J.  Mahoney,  Ward  12; 
Charles  Riordan,  Ward  12;  Daniel  W.  Weis, 
Ward  12;  Samuel  R.  Belshin,  Ward  14;  Frank 
L.  Dunn,  Ward  14;  Jacob  Novack,  Ward  14; 
John  Solomon,  Ward  14;  Shepard  S.  Weinbaum, 
Ward  14;  Michael  A.  Trainor,  Ward  15;  John  J. 
Fleming,  Ward  16;  Jacob  B.  Cohen,  Ward  17; 
Arthur  B.  Davis,  Ward  17;  James  H.  Langley, 
Ward  17;  Robert  C.  Murray,  Ward  17;  William 
Burge,  Ward  18;  Ernest  E.  Coarr,  Ward  18;  John 
T.  Fitzgerald,  Ward  18;  Charles  F.  McCarthy, 
Ward  18;  Carl  A.  Peterson,  Ward  18;  Harry  M. 
Richardson,  Ward  18;  Albert  C.  Colson,  Ward  19; 
Carl  F.  Cott,  Ward  19;  Thomas  H.  Cummings, 
Ward  19;  Joseph  M.  Cunningham,  Ward  19; 
Harry  D.  Ham,  Ward  19;  Michael  F.  McDermott, 
Ward  19;  Frank  W.  Ramseyer,  Ward  19;  Charles 
J.  Anderer,  Ward  20;  Clarence  G.  Guild,  Ward  20; 
Walter  H.  O'Connell,  Ward  20;  Roy  W.  Wheaton, 
Ward  20;  Edward  J.  Doherty,  Ward  21;  Max  J. 
Johnson,  Ward  21;  Philip  W.  Stevens,  Ward  21; 
Harry  H.Watkins,  Ward  21;  Will  S.  Fuller,  Ward  22; 
Chester  C.  Parsons,  Ward  22;  Walter  Weeden, 
Ward  22. 


LOAN   IN   ANTICIPATION   OF   TAXES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  4,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  an  order  pro- 
viding for  an  increase  of  $2,000,000  in  the  authority 
to  borrow  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of  out- 
standing taxes  and  departmental  receipts. 

As  stated  in  a  previous  message  to  your  Honor- 
able Body  on  this  subject  $36,500,000  has  already 
been  borrowed  against  the  original  authorization 
of  $40,000,000.  From  present  indications  it  will 
be  necessary  in  closing  the  accounts  of  the  current 
fiscal  year  to  borrow,  from  time  to  time  during 
the  month  of  December,  approximately  $5,000,000 
additional,  or  a  grand  total  for  the  year  of  $41,500,- 
000.  The  additional  amount  provided  in  the 
accompanying  order  will  mean  a  total  authoriza- 
tion for  the  year  of  $42,000,000,  an  amount  within 
$500,000  of  the  total  estimated  borrowing  for 
the  year.  It  is  desirable,  I  believe,  in  order  to 
provide  for  unforeseen  contingencies,  that  leeway 
be  allowed  in  the  total  amount  authorized.  This 
leeway  will  not  be  utilized,  of  course,  unless  con- 
ditions make  it  absolutely  necessary.  I  respect- 
fully recommend  adoption  of  the  accompanying 
order. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  to  provide  temporarily  money 
to  meet  the  appropriations  for  the  financial  year 
1937,  the  City  Treasurer  issue  and  sell,  at  such 
time  and  in  such  amounts  as  he  may  deem  best, 
notes  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City 
of  Boston  not  exceeding  $2,000,000  in  the  total, 
in  anticipation  of  the  taxes  of  the  current  municipal 
'  year;  that  all  such  notes  or  certificates  of  indebted- 
ness be  dated  the  day  the  money  for  the  same  is 
received,  be  made  payable  with  the  interest  thereon 
within  one  year  of  their  date  and  bear  interest 
from  their  date  until  the  same  are  made  payable 
at  such  rate  as  the  City  Auditor,  the  City  Treasurer, 
and  the  Mayor  may  determine. 
Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 
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APPROPRIATION  FROM  PARKMAN  FUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  3,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners requesting  the  transfer  of  the  sum  of 
$10,000  from  the  income  of  the  George  F.  Park- 
man  Fund  to  the  Maintenance  and  Improvement 
of  the  Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on  Janu- 
ary 12,  1887. 

I  submit  herewith  an  appropriation  order  and 
respectfully  recommend  its  immediate  passage  by 
your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.   Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  2,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — By  vote  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners you  are  respectfully  asked  to   request 
the  City  Council  to  transfer  from  the  income  of 
the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  the  sum  of  $10,000 
which  is  now  available,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  as 
follows: 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on  Janu- 
ary 12,  1887,  Maintenance  and  Im- 
provement of $10,000 

When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for  the 
year  1937,  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  yearly  income 
of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  was  deducted 
from  Item  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  with  the 
understanding  that  this  deduction  was  to  be  re- 
placed by  the  total  yearly  income  of  said  Parkman 
Fund  for  1937,  to  be  transferred  as  it  accrued  from 
time  to  time  during  the  year  to  the  regular  main- 
tenance appropriation  of  the  Park  Department. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars 
($10,000)  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated  from  the 
income  of  the   George   F.   Parkman  Fund,   to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Com- 
missioners, for  the  Maintenance  and  Improvement 
of  the  Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on  Janu- 
ary 12,  1887,  as  follows: 
Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on  Janu- 
ary 12,  1887,  Maintenance  and  Im- 
provement of $10,000 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


VETO   OF   ORDINANCE   CONCERNI.VG 
EMPLOYEES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  1,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved  and 
without  my  signature  the  proposed  ordinance 
adopted  by  your  Honorable  Body  on  November 
29,  1937,  entitled  "An  Ordinance  Concerning 
Employees"  by  which  section  25  of  chapter  three 
of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1925  is  amended. 

This  ordinance  now  prohibits  any  appointive 
officer  or  employee  of  the  city  from  appearing  be- 
fore the  Legislature  in  behalf  of  or  in  objection  to 
any  proposed  legislation  unless  expressly  author- 
ized to  do  so  by  the  Mayor  or  the  City  Council. 
It  is  this  provision  which  it  is  now  proposed  to 
abolish. 

During  my  administration,  and  as  far  as  I  can 
ascertain,  during  the  last  thirty  years,  no  employees 
or  organization  of  employees,  interested  in  any 
proper  legislation  affecting  their  welfare  have 
been  prevented  by  the  operation  of  the  existing 
ordinance  from  submitting  their  case  to  the 
Legislature,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
this  policy  will  not  be  continued  in  the  future. 

The  proposed  amendment  would  mean  that 
any  or  all  of  the  thousands  of  employees  of  the 
City  of  Boston  could  appear  before  Legislative 
Committees  either  as  petitioners  for  new  legisla- 
tion, as  objectors  to  it  or  advocates  of  it,  if  it 
related  to  the  City  of  Boston. 

I  can  think  of  nothing  more  subversive  of 
discipline  than  the  spectacle  of  swarms  of  city 
employees  storming  the  Legislature  to  advocate 


or  to  oppose  legislation  sought  or  opposed  by  the 
Mayor,  or  by  the  City  Council,  or  by  the  Mayor 
and  the  City  Council.  Some  city  employees 
dabble  in  politics  far  too  much  now  without  em- 
powering and  encouraging  them  to  run  wild  and 
uncontrolled  before  Legislative  Committees  and 
the  Governor,  to  say  nothing  of  the  time  that 
would  be  wasted  by  employees  who  are  being  paid 
by  the  taxpayers  supposedly  for  working  at  their 
respective  jobs  and  not  for  lobbying  at  the  State 
House. 

The  ordinance  as  it  stands  is  an  excellent  one 
and  has  had  a  very  salutary  effect  in  checking 
pernicious  political  activity  on  the  part  of  city 
employees— although  I  am  well  aware  that  some 
of  them  still  surreptiously  carry  on  active  lobbying 
on  legislative  matters  in  which  they  are  interested. 
The  proposed  amendment  impresses  me  as  most 
unwise. 

It  is  plain,  I  think,  that  such  an  amendment 
would  weaken  the  entire  fabric  of  city  government 
and  for  the  reasons  herein  adduced  I  am  con- 
strained to  veto  the  order. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  after  listening  to 
lliat  very  dramatic  veto  message  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  I  must  say  as  a  member  of  the  city  govern- 
ment that  I  absolutely  disagree  with  the  views 
that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  expressed.  In  one 
part  I  see  he  states  that  employees  swarm  to  the 
Legislature  and  take  time  from  the  city's  work  for 
which  they  are  paid  by  the  taxpayers.  I  wonder 
if  he  stopped  to  think  of  the  number  of  depart- 
ment heads  who  during  his  administation  have 
been  absent  from  their  desks  for  weeks  and  some- 
times a  month  or  two  at  a  time?  The  men  who  go 
to  the  Legislature  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  men 
getting  $1,500  or  $2,000  a  year;  but  it  seems  that 
these  more  highly  paid  men  in  the  employ  of  the 
city  are  given  special  privileges.  So  that  is  not 
an  argument.  I  think  we  are  still  living  in  Boston 
and  in  America,  and  I  contend  that  any  citizen, 
whether  he  works  for  the  city,  state  or  nation,  or 
for  a  private  concern,  stands  on  the  same  basis  as 
those  who  laid  the  foundations  of  our  government. 
And  so  I  contend,  although  of  course  the  Mayor  is 
entitled  to  his  own  opinion,  that  these  men  also 
have  their  rights.  My  contention  is  that  an  em- 
ployee of  the  city,  however  humble  he  may  be, 
should  not  be  deprived  of  his  right  to  appear  before 
anybody  where  his  welfare  is  concerned.  For  that 
reason  I  disagree  with  the  Mayor. 

The  communication  was  placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  EMPLOYMENT 
BUREAU. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  6,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  Samuel  W. 
Warren,  Director  of  Employment  of  the  Free 
Employment  Bureau  of  the  City  of  Boston,  that 
an  appropriation  of  $5,000  is  necessary  to  carry  on 
the  activities  of  that  Bureau.  lam  of  the  opinion 
that  the  Bureau  is  doing  a  worth-while  work.  In 
order  that  it  may  continue  that  work  I  submit 
herewith  an  order  providing  for  the  transfer  of 
$5,000  from  the  Contingent  Fund  to  the  Bureau. 

I  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
attached  order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

For  your  information  I  inclose  a  copy  of  the 
letter  of  Samuel  W.  Warren,  Director  of  Employ- 
ment, to  Mavor  Mansfield,  under  the  date  of 
December     3,     1937. 

Respectfully, 

John  I.  Fitzgerald. 

Acting  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau, 

December    3,    1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  hereby  respectfully  request 
that  you  submit  an  order  to  the  City  Council  for 
$5,000,  to  carry  on  the  activities  of  the  Municipal 
Employment  Bureau. 

We  have  on  hand  sufficient  funds  for  the  next 
three  weeks. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Samuel  W.  Warren, 
Director  of  Employment. 


DECEMBER    6,    1937. 


455 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $5,000  be»  and  hereby 
is,  transferred  from  the  appropriation  for  Contin- 
gent Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Municipal 
Employment  Bureau,  to  be  expended  by  said 
Bureau,  under  the  direction  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of  its  duties. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  for  refund  on 
refuse  tickets. 

Mrs.  John  J.  Casey,  for  compensation  for  inju- 
ries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Hyde  Park 
avenue  and  Tower  street. 

Margaret  P.  Clinton,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

James  M.  Doherty,  for  reimbursement  for  judg- 
ments issued  against  him. 

Catherine  Jeffords,  for  compensation  for  inju- 
ries and  damages  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at 
23    Conway   street. 

Mary  T.  Logan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Parkland  street, 
Brighton. 

Michael  Maloney,  for  compensation  for  inju- 
ries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  K  and  Second 
streets. 

Opera  Parking  Station,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  sign  at  125  St.  Stephen  street,  caused 
by  city  truck. 

Henry  M.  Robinson  &  Co.,  Inc.,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  property  at  541  Tremont  street, 
caused  by  water  from  street. 

George  F.  Westwater,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged"  defect  in  Perkins 
street. 

Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 

Petition  of  Johnson  Bus  Lines  for  license  to 
operate  motor  vehicle  from  Boston-Dedham  line 
on  state  route  1;  thence  to  Spring  street  for  about 
500  feet  to  terminus  of  surface  line  of  Boston 
Elevated   Railway. 


REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMISSION  RE 
TAKING  OF  DEDHAM  AND  HYDE 
PARK  GAS  AND  ELECTRIC  COMPANY 
PROPERTY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  December  2,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Sir, — The  City  Council  recently  placed  before 
you  for  approval  the  Council's  acceptance  of 
chapter  292  of  the  Acts  of  1937,  the  ultimate 
objective  of  which  is  to  obtain  lowered  gas  rates 
for  the  people  of  Hyde  Park.  By  the  terms  of 
this  act  the  city  is  empowered  to  take  by  eminent 
domain  proceedings  the  gas  mains  and  other 
physical  plant  of  the  Dedham  and  Hyde  Park 
Gas, and  Electric  Company  in  Hyde  Park.  As  a 
preliminary  to  the  taking,  the  act  requires  the 
execution  of  a  lease  by  the  City  of  Boston  to  the 
Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company  of  the  property 
to  be  acquired. 

Spokesmen  in  the  City  Council  for  the  pro- 
ponents of  the  act  stated  that  this  transfer  of  the 
operation  of  the  Hyde  Park  gas  mains  to  the 
Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company  will  mean  a 
rate  reduction  of  40  or  50  cents  per  100  cubic 
feet  of  gas.  A  representative  of  the  Boston 
Consolidated  Gas  Company,  however,  stated  that 
there  is  no  certainty  that  this  will  be  so. 

A  former  city  councilor,  appearing  as  attorney 
for  the  Dedham  and  Hyde  Park  Gas  Company 
before  the  City  Council,  claimed  the  phy  i  il 
plant  involved  in  the  proposed  taking  has  a  value 
of  .$528,000.  He  is  quoted  as  having  staled  thai 
the  company  would  expect  reimbursement  I'm 
"good  will"  as  well  as  for  the  physical  valuation. 

It  can  be  reasonably  anticipated,  therefore, 
that  the  effort  to  be  made  by  the  interests  involved 
to  secure  adequate  compensation  will  make  tin- 
taking  a  million-dollar  matter.  The  first  cost 
will  not  be  the  last,  inasmuch  as  the  act  km  mires 
the  city  to  pay  for  capital  replacements  during  I  lie 
entire  period  it  may  be  operated  by  the  lessee, 


The  authorizing  act  was  adopted  by  the  1937 
Legislature  and  received  the  Governor's  signature 
on  May  12,  1937.  In  its  opening  paragraph,  it 
states  that  the  taking  authorized  must  be  made 
before  January  1,  1938.  In  its  closing  pamgraph, 
it  states  that  the  act  shall  be  effective  on  its 
acceptance  by  the  City  Council,  approved  by  the 
Mayor,  and  the  filing  of  a  certificate  of  acceptance 
with  the  Secretary  of  State. 

For  six  months  following  the  adoption  of  the 
act  by  the  Legislature  and  the  Governor's  approval, 
the  matter  lay  dormant.  Then  on  November  8, 
1937,  without  previous  warning  to  the  City  Council, 
one  member  moved  acceptance.  Many  of  the 
members  protested  against  any  action  at  the 
time,  claiming  lack  of  knowledge  on  the  matter. 
Acceptance  was  voted  at  the  next  meeting,  Nov- 
ember 22.  Seven  members  of  the  twenty-two 
were  recorded  as  opposed.  Six  were  absent  or  not 
voting.  Nine  voted  in  favor.  Later  one  member 
moved  reconsideration,  but  reconsideration  was 
defeated. 

On  Wednesday,  December  1,  the  Finance  Com- 
mission discussed  the  situation  and  voted  to  make 
a  report  to  the  Mayor  in  effect  protesting  against 
consummation  of  this  proposition  in  the  short 
time  remaining  of  this  administration.  On 
Thursday,  December  2,  the  Mayor  filed  his  ap- 
proval of  the  act  with  the  City  Clerk. 

The  Finance  Commission  is  not  without  sym- 
pathy for  the  people  of  Hyde  Park  to  obtain  lower 
gas  rates.  The  commission,  however,  believes 
that  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  other  sections 
of  the  city  should  have  protection.  The  com- 
mission recognizes  that  mere  acceptance  of  the  act 
now  does  not  necessarily  mean  completion  of  the 
deal  before  January  1 ,  when  the  authority  for  it 
expires,  but,  under  the  terms  of  the  act,  leaves 
consummation  entirely  in  your  hands. 

Since  the  initial  cost  to  the  city  as  a  whole  is 
likely  to  be  several  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and 
later  costs  will  increase  that  amount,  it  appears 
to  the  commission  to  be  a  matter  of  too  much  im- 
portance to  rush  through  in  the  twelfth  month 
of  the  fourth  and  last  year  of  an  administration. 
There  has  been  no  adequate  public  discussion  of  the 
terms  of  the  lease  to  the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas 
Company.  There  has  been  no  discussion  of  the 
price  to  be  paid  by  the  city  for  the  gas  mains. 
The  appraisal  of  the  property  should  be  a  careful 
job  by  experts  independent  of  either  of  the  gas 
interests  involved.  Obviously  an  appraisal  of 
that  character  should  require  considerable  time. 

An  important  point  to  be  determined  is  the  con- 
dition of  the  existing  plant.  In  the  discussion  in 
committee  of  the  City  Council,  it  was  reported  by 
newspapermen  that  a  councilor  stated  it  would 
prove  to  be  another  "white  elephant"  unloaded 
on  the  city. 

The  Finance  Commission  desires  to  go  on  record 
as  opposed  to  any  attempt  to  consummate  this 
taking  and  lease  under  the  authority  now  given. 
That  means  between  now  and  January  1,  1938. 
Such  a-tion  would  be  precipitous  and  ill-considered. 
The  commission  believes  that  it  is  properly  a  matter 
for  the  new  administration  to  take  up  and  study. 
A  proper  study  cannot  be  made  within  the  time  left 
of   this   administration. 

Respectfully   submitted, 

David  Lasker,  Chairman, 
E.  Mask  Sullivan, 
James  E.  Maouire, 
Robert  Robinson, 
Joseph  A.  Scolponeti, 

The  Finance  Commission. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT    OF    JOHN    M.    LANNING. 

Notice  was  received  from  Board  of  Assessors  of 
appointment  of  John  M.  Lanning,  24  Paris  street, 
t  i  Boston,  as  second  assistant  assessor,  effective 
December  (i,  1937. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  MARY  M.  FITZGERALD. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  appoint- 
ment of  Mary  M.  Fitzgerald,  59  'Halifax-  street, 
■bun  lie.  Plain,  as  member  of  City  Planning  Board, 
to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Mary  A.  Barr,  de- 
ceased,   winch  term  expires  April  30,   1941. 

Placed  on  file. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


NOTICES    OF    INTEREST    IN    CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  Edward  F.  Mc- 
Clennen,  Special  Assistant  Corporation  Counsel, 
that  his  firm  had  made  settlement  with  Board  of 
Assessors  re  premises  25  Exeter  street,  Boston, 
owned  by  Charles  E.  Mason. 

Notice  was  received  from  William  H.  Ellis, 
member  of  Board  of  Appeal,  of  fact  that  his  firm 
has  been  awarded  work  of  rebuilding  stairs  lead- 
ing to  Blandford  street,  in  Boston,  by  Paving 
Department. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   FINANCE. 

Coun.  DOWD,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  report  on  loan  order  (referred  November 
8)  in  the  amount  of  $350,000  for  Sewerage  Works — 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  new 
draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section  1 
of  chapter  178  of  the  Acts  of  1930  and  section  5  of 
chapter  224  of  the  Acts  of  1936,  the  sum  of  seventy- 
five  thousand  (75,000)  dollars  be,  and  hereby  is, 
appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  for  the 
Construction  of  Sewerage  Works,  and  that  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  in  the 
new  draft  was  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  SEWERAGE  WORKS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section  1 
of  chapter  178  of  the  Acts  of  1930  and  section  5  of 
chapter  224  of  the  Acts  of  1936,  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  (275,000) 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works,  for  the  Construction  of 
Sewerage  Works,  and  that  the  City  Tresaurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  February  25, 
1935)  that  Park  Commissioners  acquire  land  at 
Tenean  Beach  section  recommending  reference  to 
Executive  Committee. 

Report  accepted;   said  reference  ordered. 


REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE     ON     PUBLIC 
LANDS  AND   TAX   TITLE   PROPERTY. 
Coun.    KERRIGAN,    for    the    Committee    on 

Public  Lands  and  Tax  Title  Property,  submitted 

the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  four  orders 
(referred  November  8)  for  sale  of  tax  title  property 
on  Dover  street,  East  Seventh  street,  Acadia 
street,  Chester  place — recommending  reference  to 
the  Executive  Committee. 

Report  accepted;   said  reference  ordered. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  four  orders 
(referred  November  22)  for  sale  of  tax  title  pro- 
perty on  Amory  street,  Croyden  street,  Colorado 
street,  Flagg  street — recommending  reference  to 
the  Executive  Committee. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  September  13;  for  sale  of  vacant  land  at 
8-10-12-14-16  Main  street,  Charlestown — recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 

4.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  July  26)  for  sale  of  land  at  Harold  and 
Kemble  streets — recommending  reference  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered, 


5.  Report,  on  message  of  Mayor  and  three 
orders  (referred  August  30)  for  sale  of  land,  184 
Gladstone  street,  East  Boston,  and  302-304-306- 
308  Princeton  street,  East  Boston — recommending 
reference  to  Executive  Committee. 

Report  accepted,  said  reference  ordered. 

6.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  October  4)  for  sale  of  land  at  387  Bowdoin 
street,  Dorchester,  and  southwesterly  side  of 
Metropolitan  avenue,  Hyde  Park — recommending 
reference  to  Executive  Committee. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 


CONFIRMATION     OF    EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

Coun.  AGNEW  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  Nos.  1  and  2  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  November  29,  1937,  of  Harry  G.  Blazo, 
to  be  a  constable  of  the  City  of  Boston,  without 
power  to  serve  civil  process  and  to  serve  without 
bond. 

2.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  November  29,  1937,  of  John  J.  Fothergill, 
to  be  a  Weigher  of  Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Commit- 
tee, Coun.  Kerrigan  and  Selvitella.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  14,  yes  12,  no  2,  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE    ON 
JITNEY   LICENSES. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY,  for  the  Committee 
on  Jitney  Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Hart  Bus  Lines,  Inc. 
(referred  November  8),  for  license  to  operate 
motor  buses  on  William  McClellan  Highway, 
from  Revere  line  to  Saratoga  street,  to  Chelsea 
street  over  Chelsea  street,  between  Saratoga 
street  and  Maverick  square;  from  Maverick 
square,  East  Boston,  Boston  Elevated  station  to 
Chelsea  street,  between  Maverick  square  and 
Bennington  street,  Swift  street,  William  McClellan 
Highway  to  Revere  city  line — recommending  that 
permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


SIDEWALK  ON  LOCHSTEAD  AVENUE. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

( Irdered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  make  a  sidewalk  along  21  Lochstead 
avenue.  Ward  19.  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12 
feet  in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone, 
with  granite  edgestones.  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  196  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRANSFER  OF  GRANT  SCHOOL. 

Coun.  JOHN  I  FITZGERALD  offered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  confer  with  the  School  Committee 
relative  to  the  transfer  of  the  building,  situated 
on  Phillips  street  in  the  West  End  of  Boston, 
known  as  the  Grant  School,  from  the  School 
Department  to  the  Park  Department,  to  be  used 
for  playground  purposes. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ABSENT  VOTING  AT  CITY  ELECTIONS. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  City  Council  hereby  accepts 
the  provisions  of  section   1   of  chapter   77  of  the 
Acts  of   1937,   approved   March  4,   1937,   relating 
to  absent  voting  at  elections. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  as  the  law 
stood, — until  this  act  referred  to  in  the  order 
was  passed  and  approved  last  March, — an  absent 
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voter  could  be  recorded  in  a  national  or  state 
election,  but  not  in  a  city  election.  Under  the 
provisions  of  section  1  of  chapter  77  of  the  Acts 
of  1937,  if  accepted  by  the  city,  an  absentee  voter 
from  a  municipal  election  will  not  lose  his  vote. 
That  is  the  object  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


OUTDOOR   PARKING    LICENSES. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
_  Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
before  the  granting  of  any  1938  outdoor  parking 
licenses,  to  provide  as  a  condition  to  the  granting 
of  such  licenses: 

1.  That  any  licensee  desiring  to  accept  cars  for 
open-air  parking  shall  properly  accept  responsi- 
bility for  theft  of  or  damage  to  said  cars  while  the 
same  remain  in  his  custody  or  possession; 

2.  That  no  cars  be  stored  in  the  street  adjacent 
to  any  such  licensed  premises; 

3.  That  proper  space  in  all  instances  be  pro- 
vided for  the  entrance  and  exit  of  vehicles  stored 
on  said  outdoor  parking  spaces; 

and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  draft 
such  ordinances  for  the  consideration  of  the  City 
Council  as  will  provide  for  the  carrying  out  of  the 
above  conditions  as  a  matter  of  City  Ordinance, 
the  violation  of  which  will  incur  reasonable  fines. 

Cqun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  a  similar  order 
was  introduced  during  my  absence  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  That  is  satis- 
factory to  me,  with  the  exception  that,  pending 
the  committee's  investigation  of  the  subject,  I 
would  appreciate  this  order  going  directly  fo  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  in  order  that  it 
cannot  be  said,  during  the  time  of  the  granting 
of  licenses  for  outdoor  parking  for  1938,  that  the 
matter  was  not  officially  called  to  their  attention. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


INFORMATION    RE    OUTDOOR    PARKING 

LICENSES. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  advise  the  City  Council  concerning 
each  outstanding  open-air  parking  space  permit  or 
license,  as  of  December  6,  1937,  in  the  City  of 
Boston: 

a.  The  name  of  the  licensee. 

b.  The  address  location  of  the  space. 

c.  The  number  of  square  feet  in  the  area 
licensed. 

d.  The  date  on  which  such  open-air  parking 
space  permit  was  first  granted  for  such  location. 

e.  The  license  rate  charged  for  the  year  1937  for 
such   space. 

f.  The  maximum  number  of  cars  allowed  to  be 
there  stored  under  the  terms  of  the  present  license 
and  in  accordance  with  the  amount  of  the  present 
license  fee  charged  for  such  outdoor  parking  space. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  the  councilor 
from  Allston  (Coun.  Agnew)  suggests  that  this 
go  to  the  Committee  on  License  Fees,  and  I  think 
that  they  might  well  take  up  the  subject.  But 
I  would  like  to  have  this  request  go  to  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners  in  order  that  their  answer, 
with  detailed  information,  may  be  available  for 
hearings  before  the  Committee  on  License  Fees. 
I  am  one  of  those  who  believe,  with  the  many  build- 
ings in  Boston  that  are  being  torn  down,  the 
ground  space  being  used  for  parking,  with  fee,  that 
the  time  has  arrived  when  more  serious  considera- 
tion should  be  given  to  this  matter  of  licenses  for 
open-air  parking  space.  The  fee  varies,  accord- 
ing to  the  area  of  the  lot,  and  I  cannot  be  sold  oh 
the  idea  that  these  places  that  are  storing  hundreds 
of  cars  are  paying  license  fees  that  are  at  all  com- 
mensurate with  the  parking  space  used  and  the 
number  of  cars  parked. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  I  agree  with 
Councilor  Wilson  in  regard  to  the  importance 
of  such  an  order,  but  I  have  an  idea  that  it  will 
first  go  to  the  Mayor,  and  that  if  the  Mayor 
pays  the  attention  to  this  order  that  he  has  paid 
to  various  orders  which  have  been  introduced  in 
the  Council,  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
will  not  get  the  order  until  after  the  first  of  the 


year.  Therefore,  I  suggest,  if  agreeable  to  the 
councilor,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
License  Fees  and  that  the  committee  convene  at 
once  on  the  matter  and  send  for  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  or  the  chairman  of  the  board, 
thereby  giving  them  advance  information  of  the 
object  we  seek.  I  think  we  may  get  along  a  little 
faster  with  the  commission  directly  in  a  committee 
meeting  than  by  having  the  order  sent  right  to  the 
Mayor's  office. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  follow  the 
reasoning  of  the  gentleman  from  Allston,  and  I 
shall  be  very  glad  to  have  the  order  referred  to  the 
committee,  assuming  that  the  meeting  is  to  be 
held  this  week  and  that  the  commission  can  be 
asked  very  soon  to  furnish  the  desired  informa- 
tion. What  I  would  like,  is  to  get  the  informa- 
tion as  soon  as  possible.  I  understand  that  our 
President  has  been  Acting  Mayor  for  part  of  the 
month,  because  we  have  had  some  messages  come 
from  him.  I  know  that  if  he  were  on  the  second 
floor  action  would  be  taken  with  great  rapidity 
and  that  we  would  obtain  the  information  desired 
before  the  first  of  next  week. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
License  Fees. 


INFORMATION   ON   TAX   TITLE 
PROPERTIES. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following  orders: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  advise  the  City  Council  with  reference 
to  all  tax  title  properties  which  have  come  into 
the  possession  or  care  of  his  department  by  virtue 
of  City  Ordinance  passed  by  the  City  Council  on 
October  7,  1935: 

a.  The  total  number  of  tax  title  properties 
placed  in  charge  of  the  Public  Buildings  Depart- 
ment from  October  7,  1935,  to  December  7,  1937. 

b.  The  total  number  of  tax  title  properties 
actually  sold  by  the  city  on  recommendation  of 
the  department  from  October  7,  1935,  to  December 
7,  1937. 

e.  The  total  amount  realized  on  all  sales  of 
such  tax  title  properties  by  the  department  from 
October  7,  1935,  to  December  7,  1937. 

d.  The  total  amount  of  the  expenses  of  the 
department,  from  October  7,  1935,  to  December 
7,  1937,  relating  to  the  custody  and  handling  of 
tax  title  properties,  including  any  and  all  salaries, 
wages,  repair  bills,  supplies  and  other  expenses 
properly  chargeable  to  the  custody  and  handling  of 
such  properties  by  the  department. 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
advise  the  City  Council  with  reference  to  the 
legal  expense  to  the  City  of  Boston  for  tax  titles 
entered  in  the  Land  Court: 

a.  The  number  of  tax  titles  entered  in  the 
Land  Court  by  the  Law  Department  from  October 
7,  1935,  to  December  7,  1937. 

b.  The  total  expense  incurred  in  such  Land 
Court  proceedings. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  realize  that 
some  members  of  the  Council  may  feel  that  the 
continual  introduction  of  orders  along  this  line  is 
tiresome,  but  I  realize  also  that  the  way  this 
situation  is  being  handled  is  even  more  tiresome 
to  taxpayers  of  the  City  of  Boston.  I  have  in 
mind  that,  there  will  be  a  new  face  on  the  second 
floor  of  the  Hall  the  first  week  in  January,  and  I 
feel  that  it  might  be  an  excellent  thing  to  take 
time  by  the  forelock  on  this  matter,  so  that  some 
action  in  the  interest  of  the  city  may  be  taken. 
I  believe,  therefore,  that  it  will  be  well  to  get  the 
information  requested  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings,  assuming  that  he  is  to  remain 
in  that  position.  I  have  in  mind  also  that  prop- 
erties have  not  only  been  sold  for  taxes,  but  have 
been  put  through  the  Land  Court  by  the  Law 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston.  My  infor- 
mation of  about  a  month  ago  was  to  the  effect 
that  the  total  cost  of  putting  2,000  land  titles 
through  the  Land  Court  by  the  Law  Department 
would  not  exceed  $50,000.  Of  course,  I  believe 
we  should  get  the  accurate  'figure  and  also  a  true 
statement  of  the  situation  in  regard  to  all  these 
tax  title  properties.  It  is  my  impression  that 
most  of  these  properties  have  not  been  put  on  a 
paying  or  rental  basis,  and  I  also  feel  that  we 
should  have  accurate  information  in  regard  to 
such   properties   as   have   been   or   are   now   being 
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put  through  the  Land  Court  by  the  Law  Depart- 
ment. In  other  words,  we  have  here  perhaps 
$2,000,000  of  property  from  which  the  city  should 
be  deriving  benefit,  and  with  which  apparently 
nothing  is  being  done.  My  belief  is  that  when 
the  new  Mayor  comes  in  and  finds  himself  in  hot 
water,  he  will  be  trying  for  the  first  few  months 
of  his  administration  to  do  everything  he  can  to 
prevent  the  City  of  Boston  from  becoming  bank- 
rupt and  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver. 
When  he  becomes  cognizant  of  all  this  tax  title 
property,  with  which  apparently  nothing  is  being 
done,  I  am  sure  he  will  try  to  get  for  the  city  some 
benefit  from  this  two  millions  of  assessable  property 
even  if  we  have  to  take  a  loss,  stopping  this  pull- 
ing and  hauling  since  October  7,  1935,  up  to  the 
present  time,  covering  the  period  when  all  these 
properties  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Public  Buildings  Commissioner. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


FREE   DISTRIBUTION  OF   MILK. 

Conn.  SELVITELLA  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  extending  the  free 
distribution  of  milk  to  all  needy  and  deserving 
W.  P.  A.  families. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  I  under- 
stand that  there  is  now  available  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  through  the  Federal  Government,  15,000 
quarts  of  milk  per  day  for  distribution  to  those  in 
need.  I  understand  that  this  allotment  was  made 
during  the  past  week  and  that  at  the  present  time 
welfare  recipients  are  getting  one  quart  of  milk 
each  day  free  of  charge.  It  occurs  to  me  that 
there  is  an  opportunity  here,  if  the  government  is 
willing,  to  give  some  of  this  free  milk  to  many 
people  on  the  W.  P.  A.  rolls  who  are  just  as  de- 
serving as  the  welfare  recipients,  thereby  extending 
the  distribution  of  the  milk.  I  know  from  experi- 
ence, speaking  for  my  own  district,  standing  at 
the  corner  by  the  distributing  stations,  that 
there  is  considerable  dissatisfaction  among  W.  P.  A. 
workers  when  they  see  Welfare  recipients  getting 
this  quart  of  milk  a  day  that  they  are  not  able  to 
obtain.  I  think,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  a 
welcome  gesture  on  the  part  of  the  Mayor  if  this 
same  privilege  were  extended  to  W.  P.  A.  men. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  agree  with 
the  councilor  from  Ward  1.  From  information  I 
have  received  I  think  the  suggestion  is  a  very  fair 
one  when  we  have  in  mind  that  90  per  cent  of 
W.  P.  A.  workers  have  to  be  certified  from  welfare, 
and  that,  therefore,  many  of  the  W.  P.  A.  people, 
if  thrown  off  the  roll,  are  penalized  so  that  they 
cannot  receive  this  quart  of  milk  per  day. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SAFEGUARDING   OF   BRIDGES. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN,  Coun.  GEORGE  A. 
MURRAY  and  Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  the  Public  Works  Department  to 
immediately  take  steps  to  safeguard  the  bridges 
against  further  accidents. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN— Mr.  President,  just  a 
word  in  connection  with  that  order.  During  the 
last  six  months  there  have  been  several  fatal 
accidents  on  the  bridges  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
Investigation  discloses  that  a  slippery  condition, 
a  poor  surface  on  the  bridges,  has  been  partly  if 
not  entirely  responsible  for  the  accidents.  Certain- 
ly something  should  be  done  to  safeguard  the 
surface  of  the  bridges  and  the  rails  as  a  protection 
to  those  travelling  in  automobiles,  in  order  to 
prevent  these  fatal  accidents.  I  hope  that  some- 
thing will  be  done. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
recently  in  South  Boston,  during  the  past  year 
there  have  been  two  such  fatal  accidents  that  I 
know  of,  such  accidents  as  the  councilor  has 
described.  I  feel  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  city  to 
properly  surface  and  fence  bridges  where  such 
accidents  may  occur,  so  that  automobiles  travelling 
on  wet  and  slippery  surfaces  may  be  properly 
safeguarded  if  they  should  skid.  On  Dover 
Street  Bridge,  recently  the  car  of  a  city  employee 
skidded,  went  against  the  railing,  which  gave  way, 
and  the  man  was  killed.  Another  such  accident 
took  place  recently  in  Dorchester,  where  a  woman 


coming  from  Weymouth  was  injured  and  suffered 
very  badly.  I  think  it  is  the  duty  and  obligation 
of  the  City  of  Boston  to  properly  fix  up  these 
bridges,  even  though  it  may  cost  a  lot  of  money,  so 
that  people  may  be  amply  safeguarded. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PENSIONS   TO    WIDOWS. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  of  Boston, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  advise  the  Council 
relative  to  the  possibility  of  the  city's  granting  a 
pension  to  the  family  of  the  late  James  Sreenan  of 
the  Boston  Fire  Department. 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  of 
Boston,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  advise  the 
Council  relative  to  the  possibility  of  the  city's 
granting  a  pension  to  the  widow  of  the  late  Patrol- 
man Walter  Baxter  of  No.  1141  Hyde  Park 
avenue,  Hyde  Park. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.24  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  ROBERTS,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  councilors  reassembled 
and  were  called  to  order  at  4.20  p.  m.,  Coun. 
GALLAGHER  in  the  chair. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  appropriating  $10,000  from 
income  of  George  F.  Parkman  Fund — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  20, 
nays  0. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  transferring  So,  000  from  Con- 
tingent Fund  to  appropriation  for  Municipal  Em- 
ployment Bureau — recommending  passage  of  ac- 
companying new  draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $2,000  be,  and  hereby 
is,  transferred  from  the  appropriation  for  Contin- 
gent Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Municipal 
Employment  Bureau,  to  be  expended  by  said 
Bureau,  under  the  direction  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  in  the  prosecution  of  its  duties. 

Report  accepted;  order  in  new  draft  passed, 
yeas  20,  nays  0. 

3.  Report  on  petition  of  Mary  A.  Bailey 
(referred  November  8)  to  be  paid  annuity  on  ac- 
count of  death  of  her  husband,  Dennis  J.  Bailey, 
late  member  of  Fire  Department — recommending 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order,   viz.: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
340  of  the  Acts  of  1933  an  annuity  of  one  thousand 
dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Mary  A.  Bailey, 
widow  of  Dennis  J.  Bailey,  who  died  on  April  19, 
1934,  on  account  of  injuries  received  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duty,  said  annuity  to  continue  so 
so  long  as  she  remains  unmarried,  the  payments  to 
date  from  April  19,  1934,  and  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Fire  Department,  Pensions  and 
Annuities. 

Report  accepted;    order  passed. 

4.  Report  on  message  from  the  Mayor  and 
orders  (referred  today  from  Committee  on  Tax 
Titles  and  Public  Lands)  for  sale  of  tax  title  prop- 
erties on  Dover  street,  East  Seventh  street,  Acadia 
street,  Chester  place — recommending  that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

5.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today  from  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
and  Tax  Titles)  for  sale  of  vacant  land  at  8.  10,  12, 
14,  16  Main  street,  Charlestown — recommending 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

G.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  four  orders 
(referred  today  from  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
and  Tax  Titles)  for  sale  of  tax  title  property  on 
Amory  street,  Croydon  street,  Colorado  street, 
Flagg  street — recommending  that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Reports  severally  accepted;  said  orders  passed, 
yeas  18,  nays  3: 
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Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Brackman,  Doherty, 
Finley,  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald, 
Gallagher,  Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy,  McGrath, 
Mellen,  Peter  A.  Murray,  Norton,  Roberts, 
Rosenberg,  Selvitella,  Wilson — 18. 

Nays — Coun.  Dowd,  George  A.  Murray, 
Tobin— 3. 

7.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  today  from  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
and  Tax  Titles,  July  26)  for  sale  of  land  at  Harold 
and  Kemble  streets — recommending  that  same 
ought  not  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  orders  rejected. 

8.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  three 
orders  (referred  today  from  Committee  on  Public 


Lands  and  Tax  Titles)  for  sale  of  land,  184  Glad- 
stone street,  East  Boston,  and  302-304-306-308 
Princeton  street,  East  Boston — that  same  ought 
not  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  orders  rejected. 

9.  Report  on  order  (referred  today  from  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands)  that  Park  Commissioners 
acquire  land  at  Tenean  Beach  section — that  same 
ought  not  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  rejected. 

Adjourned  at  4.28  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
DOHERTY,  to  meet  on  Monday,  December  13, 
1937,  at  2  p.  m. 


CITY    OF    BOSTON    PRINTING    DEPARTMENT 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


460 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  December  13,  1937. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  Faneuil 
Hall  at  2  p.  m„  President  FITZGERALD  in  the 
chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Brackman. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments: 

Weigher  Tof  Coal:  John  E.INolan,  63  Old  Harbor 
street,  South  Boston,  Mass. 

Weigher  of  Goods:  Joseph  F.  Donovan,  103  St. 
Rose  street,  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

Constables:  Charles  J.  McGrath  of  46  Columbia 
road,  Dorchester,  for  term  ending  April  30,  1938, 
without  power  to  serve  civil  process  and  to  serve 
without  bond;  Charles  A.  Bancroft,  32  Colorado 
street,  Hyde  Park,  for  term  ending  April  30,  1938, 
authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  bond. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


VETO  OF  HART  BUS  LINE  PETITION. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  10,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved  and 
without  my  signature  the  petition  of  Hart  Bus 
Lines,  Inc.,  of  Saugus,  for  a  license  to  operate 
motor  buses  for  carrying  passengers  for  hire  over 
certain  streets  and  highways  in  East  Boston  to 
a  terminal  in  Maverick  square,  upon  which 
petition  your  Honorable  Body  voted  to  grant  a 
license  as  prayed  for. 

I  am  informed  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
petitioners  to  run  buses  from  Saugus  through 
Revere  and  then  over  certain  East  Boston  high- 
ways and  streets  to  Maverick  square  where 
passengers  presumably  could  connect  with  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  lines  in  the  East  Boston  Tunnel. 
It  was  not  the  intention  to  take  or  discharge 
passengers  at  any  point  between  the  Revere-East 
Boston  line  and  Maverick  square  but  only  at  the 
terminal.  It  is  obvious  that  such  a  plan  was  not 
intended  to  benefit  Boston  residents  but  only 
those  who  live  north  of  Boston. 

There  are  serious  objections  to  allowing  more 
passenger  buses  to  use  the  William  F.  McClellan 
Highway  and  even  more  serious  objections  to 
allowing  them  to  use  narrower  and  older  streets 
in  East  Boston.  Maverick  square  itself  is  now 
congested  to  the  point  where  complaints  are  being 
received  relative  to  traffic  conditions.  The  in- 
troduction of  these  large  buses  which  would  cross 
the  street  railway  lines  at  the  mouth  of  the  tunnel 
and  then  circle  around  the  square  preparatory  to 
making  a  return  trip,  would  add  to  the  congestion 
and  danger  that  now  exists  at  the  point  of  entrance 
and  exit  from  the  tunnel. 

Nor  do  I  see  any  necessity  for  such  service 
from  the  viewpoint  of  convenience  to  the  public 
Ample  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Eastern  Massa- 
chusetts Street  Railway  Company,  which  now 
operates  buses  through  the  Sumner  Tunnel  and 
pays  to  the  City  of  Boston  an  average  rental  of 
$1,800  per  month.  A  new  line  would  probably 
mean  a  very  substantial  reduction  in  the  revenue 
of  the  tunnel  with  no  corresponding  advantage, 
so  far  as  any  reliable  information  is  available, 
due  to  increased  travel  on  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  lines  which  might  have  a 
tendency  to  reduce  the  yearly  deficit  of  that 
company. 

I  am  not  satisfied  that  public  convenience  or 
necessity  requires  the  admission  of  another  line 


of  buses  to  our  already  overcrowded  streets  nor 
has  anything  been  called  to  my  attention  to  show 
that  there  is  any  public  demand  whatever  for 
this  service. 

For  these  reasons  I  disapprove  of  the  petition 
and  the  granting  of  the  license  prayed  for. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


FIVE-DAY  WEEK,   PRINTING 
DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  11,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Your   order   of   August   30,    1937, 
requesting  the  establishment  of  a  five-day  (forty- 
hour)    week   in  the   Printing   Department   of   the 
City  of  Boston,   at  the   prevailing  rate  of  union 
wages,    has    been    complied    with    as    far    as    the 
mechanical  force  of  the  department  is  concerned. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


PORTABLE   BUILDING   ON    LONGFELLOW 
SCHOOL   GROUNDS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Boston  School  Committee  relative 
to  your  order  of  October  4,  1937,  concerning  the 
removal  of  the  present  portable  building  on  the 
grounds  of  the  Longfellow  School  to  another  part 
of  the  school  grounds. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
School  Committee,  December  7,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
My  dear  Sir, — Under  date  of  October  4,  the  City 
Council  requested  the  School  Committee  to  remove 
a  portable  building  from  the  grounds  of  the  Long- 
fellow School  in  order  to  relieve  what  was  believed 
to  constitute  a  hazard  to  pedestrians,  because  the 
building  obstructed  the  view  of  passing  motorists. 

The  School  Committee  finds  that  the  building 
in  question  will  not  be  needed  for  school  purposes 
in  the  immediate  future  and,  consequently,  has 
asked  the  Superintendent  of  Construction,  Mr. 
William  W.  Drummey,  to  have  the  portable 
building  removed  without  delay. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Ellen  M.  Cronin,  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


SEWERAGE   LOAN. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  11,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  state  officials  of  the  W.  P.  A. 
have  been  authorized  to  increase  the  quota  of 
workers  on  Federal  relief  projects.  I  am  in- 
formed it  is  their  desire  that  the  city  expand  its 
sewerage  works  program  in  order  that  a  sub- 
stantial number  of  workers  may  be  assigned  for 
this  type  of  work.  At  the  present  time  the  funds 
available  in  the  Sewerage  Works  account  will  not 
permit  of  this  expansion.  There  is  pending  before 
your  Honorable  Body  at  the  present  time  an 
order  providing  for  the  appropriation  of  $275,000 
for  sewerage  works.  The  adoption  of  this  order 
will  make  available  funds  which  may  be  utilized 
for  sewer  projects  on  which  workers  assigned  by 
the  W.  P.  A.  may  be  employed.  I  respectfully 
urge  immediate  action  on  this  order  by  your 
Honorable  Body  in  order  that  the  city  may  take 
advantage  of  this  opportunity  of  placing  at  work 
persons  now  unemployed. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


President  FITZGERALD— If  there  is  no  objec- 
tion the  communication  will  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  if  there  is  no 
objection,  I  move  that  that  be  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee,  on  account  of  the  fact 
that  the  Federal  Government  is  desirous  of  putting 
more  people  at  work,  and  I  don't  believe  the  City 
Council  desires  to  hold  them  up.  For  that  reason, 
I  move  reference  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The   following  petitions   were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz. : 
Claims. 

Marie  Belzer,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  66  F  street,  South  Boston,  caused  by 
leak  in  water  pipe. 

Harriet  Dahill,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  vehicle. 

John  R.  Forsyth,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  11  Sedalia  road,  caused  by  hydrant 
being  turned  off. 

Arthur  V.  Fraher,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  37  East 
Canton  street. 

William  J.  Jeffers,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment issued  against  him. 

Garode  R.  Joyce,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judgment 
issued  against  him. 

Rose  L.  Levine,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
clothing  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Ashburton 
place. 

Rose  Liberman,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
gate  by  ashmen. 

Barney  Swartz,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

United  States  Government,  for  refund  on  ferry 
tickets. 

Jennie  Weinstein,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  1222  Blue  Hill 
avenue. 

A.  J.  Westcott,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  51  Roseway  street,  Jamaica  Plain, 
caused  by  city  truck. 

John  J.  Sullivan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
received  during  fire  in  Street  Laying-Out  Depart- 
ment, City  Hall  Annex. 

Executive. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Ruth  M.  Taylor,  Hotel  Vendome,  December  IS. 

Rev.  John  Jacob  Smith,  Tremont  Temple, 
January  30  to  February  9,  1938. 

Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses. 
Petition  of  Johnson  Bus  Lines  to  operate  bus 
line  from  Boston-Dedham  line  on  state  route  1, 
to  Spring  street,  to  Centre  street,  to  Columbus 
avenue,  to  Park  square  and  return  over  same 
route. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  DANIEL  W.  CASEY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  appointment  of  Daniel  W. 
Casey  of  Boston  as  Justice  of  the  Municipal  Court 
of  West  Roxbury  District. 

Placed  on  file. 


PROMOTION  OF  JOHN  M.   LANNING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Assessors 
of  promotion  of  John  M.  Lanning,  24  Paris  street, 
East  Boston,  from  position  of  second  assistant 
assessor  to  that  of  provisional  first  assistant 
assessor,  effective  December  10,  1937. 

Placed  on  file. 


ABSENCE   OF  MAYOR  FROM    CITY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  his 
absence  from  the  city  from  December  5  to  De- 
cember 8. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  SOCIAL  LAW 
LIBRARY. 

Coun.  TOBIN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  Social  Law  Library  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000)  for  the  mainte- 
nance and  enlargement  of  said  library,  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  County  of 
Suffolk,  Social  Law  Library. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SOLDIERS'  AID. 

Coun.    KERRIGAN,    for    the    Committee    on 

Soldiers'  Relief,  submitted  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  and  their  families  in  City  of  Boston  for 
month  of  December. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE     ON     PUBLIC 
LANDS  AND   TAX  TITLES. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  and  Tax  Titles,  submitted  the 
following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  January  27  to  Committee  on  Public 
Lands)  for  sale  of  land  on  Lake  Shore  road — - 
recommending  reference  to  Executive  Committee. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 


FEDERAL   CONTROL   OF   DORCHESTER 
HEIGHTS  PARK. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  and  MURRAY  offered  the 
following: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  members 
of  the  City  Council  of  Boston  the  historic  park  in 
South  Boston  known  as  Dorchester  Heights,  which 
played  such  an  important  part  in  the  American 
Revolution,  and  the  fortification  of  which  resulted 
in  the  evacuation  of  Boston  by  the  British  troops, 
should  be  taken  over  by  the  Federal  Government 
and  maintained  as  a  national  shrine. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.30  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  ROSENBERG,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled 
and  were  called  to  order  at  4.22  p.  m.,  Coun. 
GALLAGHER  in  the  chair. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Ruth  M.  Taylor,  Hotel  Vendome,  December  18; 
Rev.  John  Jacob  Smith,  Tremont  Temple, 
January  30  to  February  9,  1938 — recommending 
that  leave  be  granted  under  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today  from  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
and  Tax  Titles)  for  sale  of  land  on  Lake  Shore 
road — that  same  ought  not  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  rejected. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
for  sale  of  land  on  Metropolitan  avenue  and  prop- 
erty at  387  Bowdoin  street,  Dorchester  (referred 
December  6) — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  orders  passed,  yeas  18, 

na-VS  °-  c      a  r  /      c  J 

4.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  (referred 
today)  re  loan  for  sewerage  works — that  message 
be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  said  message  placed  on  file. 


DECEMBER    13,    1937. 
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5.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  December  6)  with  reference  to  temporary 
loan  of  $2,000,000 — recommending  passage  of 
accompanying  new  draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  to  provide  temporarily  money 
to  meet  the  appropriations  for  the  financial  year 
1937,  the  City  Treasurer  issue  and  sell,  at  such 
time  and  in  such  amounts  as  he  may  deem  best, 
notes  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of 
Boston  not  exceeding  $1,500,000  in  the  total, 
in  anticipation  of  the  taxes  of  the  current  municipal 
year;  that  all  such  notes  or  certificates  of  indebted- 
ness be  dated  the  day  the  money  for  same  is 
received,  be  made  payable  with  the  interest  thereon 
within  one  year  of  their  date  and  bear  interest 
from  their  date  until  the  same  are  made  payable 
at  such  rate  as  the  City  Auditor,  the  City  Treas- 
urer and  the  Mayor  may  determine. 

Report  accepted;  said  ordet  passed,  yeas  17, 
nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Doherty,  Dowd,  Finley, 
John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher, 
Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy,  McGrath,  Peter  A. 
Murray,  Rosenberg,  Selvitella,  Shattuck,  Tobin, 
Wilson— 17. 

Nays — Coun.  Mellen,  George  A.  Murray, 
Roberts — 3. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  JITNEY 
LICENSES. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY,  for  the  Special 
Committee  on  Jitney  Licenses,  submitted  the 
following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Rail- 
way (referred  March  29)  for  permit  to  operate 
motor  vehicles  between  Huntington  avenue  and 
Stuart  street  and  Atlantic  avenue  and  Broad 
street — recommending  that  leave   be  granted. 

Report  accepted;    said  permit  granted. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Johnson  Bus  Lines 
(referred  December  6)  for  permit  to  operate  motor 
vehicles  on  Spring  street  from  Dedham  line  about 
500   feet — recommending   that   leave   be   granted. 

Report  accepted;    permit   granted. 


LOAN  FOR  SEWERAGE  WORKS. 

Coun.  DOWD,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  loan  order  (referred  December  G), 
in  amount  of  $275,000,  for  Sewerage  Works — ■ 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  new 
draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section  1 
of  chapter  178  of  the  Acts  of  1930  and  section  5 
of  chapter  224  of  the  Acts  of  1936,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand  (180,000)  dollars  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works,  for  the  Construction  of  Sewerage 
Works,  and  that  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order  in  the  new  draft. 

Coun.  DOWD— We  all  realize  that  the  Federal 
Government  within  the  last  seventy-two  hours 
has  aroused  here  in  Massachusetts  and  Boston 
the  expectation  that  it  would  put  some  2,000  or 
2,500  individuals  at  work.  We  had  before  the 
Executive  Committee  today  the  administrator 
for  Boston,  to  my  mind  one  of  the  most  capable 
and  efficient  department  heads  we  have  ever  had 
in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  I  am  perfectly  willing 
to  take  his  word  when  he  says  that,  unless  we  pass 
this  loan  order  to  give  a  good,  generous  sum,  men 
who  would  otherwise  be  working  on  our  streets 
in  the  winter  may  possibly  be  laid  off,  and  that 
some  1,200  men  whom  they  anticipate  putting 
on  under  the  increased  quota  will  not  be  allowed  to 
go  to  work.  I  don't  think  there  is  a  member  of 
the  Council  who  is  not  glad  to  cooperate  with  the 
Federal  Government,  when  we  have  this  offer. 
I  think  there  is  no  member  of  the  Council  who  does 
not  want  to  see  every  possible  man  put  to  work 
under  W.  P.  A.  We  know  that  there  is  plenty  of 
chance,  as  far  as  our  sewerage  work  is  concerned, 
to  put  plenty  of  men  at  work  in  this  city,  and  when 


we  are  simply  expected  to  do  our  share  in  the 
matter  of  material  and  equipment.  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  Council  should  and  is  willing  to 
do  its  share,  as  representing  the  city.  We  all  know 
the  situation  that  is  facing  the  people  of  this  city 
within  two  weeks  of  Christmas  and,  knowing 
that  situation,  we  certainly  cannot  refuse  to  pass 
this  order.  As  far  as  the  present  administration 
is  concerned,  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  new 
Mayor  will  come  in  on  January  3  and  that  the 
present  Mayor  of  Boston  is  not  going  to  spend  the 
money.  Even  if  he  should  try  to  do  so  he  has  not 
time  enough  to  award  the  contracts.  Personally, 
I  am  entirely  willing  to  take  the  word  of  Colonel 
Sullivan,  that  if  we  appropriate  this  money  1,800 
men  will  go  to  work  in  the  dead  of  winter,  a  time 
when  work  means  so  much  to  our  unemployed. 
There  is  another  fact  that  we  must  bear  in  mind. 
Before  any  sewer  loan  could  be  adopted  by  the 
Council  it  was  necessary  for  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  to  provide  in  the  budget  $162,000  in  order 
to  get  the  order  through.  Now,  if  this  year  comes 
to  an  end  without  action  being  taken  by  the 
Council,  no  loan  money  will  be  available  to  the  in- 
coming administration.  We  all  know  how  import- 
ant it  is  thatW-  P-  A.  work  should  continue  in  the 
City  of  Boston  and  that  the  incoming  Mayor  will 
desire  to  keep  as  many  men  at  work  under  W.  P.  A. 
as  he  possibly  can.  We  all  realize,  also,  how  im- 
portant it  is  to  keep  the  tax  rate  of  the  City  of 
Boston  down  and  that  if  our  present  authority 
is  not  availed  of  it  will  be  necessary  to  include  in 
the  new  budget  $162,000  from  taxes  for  this  pur- 
pose, if  such  work  is  to  continue.  That  is,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  include  $162,000  for  that  item 
alone.  But  I  am  certainly  impressed  with  the 
fact  that  within  two  weeks  of  Christmas,  in  winter 
weather,  if  we  vote  against  the  loan  order  at  this 
time,  a  large  number  of  men  will  not  be  able  to 
get  work. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
in  so  far  as  my  colleague  has  stated  his  anxiety  at 
this  season  of  the  year  to  have  these  men  go  to 
work  under  W.  P.  A.,  I  want  tp  go  along  with  him. 
I  come  from  a  district  which  is  affected  to  a  great 
extent  by  the  fact  that  there  is  or  is  not  W.  P.  A. 
work.  But  I  do  not  subscribe  to  a  loan  order  of 
this  nature  when  we  have  had  before  us  Mr.  Dakin, 
the  engineer  who  is  to  conduct  these  projects, 
who  says  that  $100,000,  coupled  with  the  $75,000 
passed  at  our  previous  meeting  and  which  we  will 
have  before  us  for  final  action  at  our  next  meeting, 
is  sufficient  for  him  to  carry  on  the  work.  I 
think  the  additional  $80,000  that  would  be  pro- 
vided in  this  order  is  going  to  contractors,  and  the 
contractors  are  to  be  named  by  the  present  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Boston.  We  had  Mr.  Dakin's 
word  in  this  matter.  Colonel  Sullivan  was  asked 
some  questions  that  he  said  he  could  not  answer, 
and  felt  that  we  should  bring  Mr.  Dakin  in.  He 
was  brought  in  and  he  did  answer  Councilor 
Wilson's  questions,  saying  that  $100,000  would  be 
sufficient  to  put  these  1,800  men  at  work.  There- 
fore, I  say  that  the  additional  amount  represented 
in  this  order  is  an  attempt  by  this  administration 
in  its  closing  days  to  select  the  contractors  who 
will  benefit  before  the  termination  of  the  present 
term.  I  move  that  the  order  be  amended  to  read 
$100,000. 

The  question  came  on  Coun.  Murray's  proposed 
amendment. 

Coun.  NORTON — Mr.  President,  I  am  in  favor 
of  the  order  as  first  reported.  I  think  conditions 
as  we  see  them  in  Boston  today,  with  thousands 
of  men  unemployed  and  walking  our  streets, 
indicate  clearly  the  necessity  of  doing  something 
to  attempt  to  remedy  them.  I  come  from  a  ward 
where  large  amounts  have  been  spent  on  W.  P.  A. 
projects,  due  to  the  fact  that  our  ward  comprises 
one-sixth  of  the  total  area  of  the  city.  We  nave, 
for  instance,  the  golf  course,  one  of  the  finest 
of  the  kind  in  the  country,  developed  in  a  rocky 
area,  giving  employment  to  a  thousand  men, 
who  would  probably  otherwise  have  been  on  wel- 
fare. Then  a  year  ago  in  the  Council  we  passed 
an  order  for  the  development  of  the  Wood  Avenue 
Playground,  in  front  of  the  high  school  in  Hyde 
Park,  at  an  expenditure  to  the  city  of  less  than 
$10,000,  making  one  of  the  finest  playgrounds 
of  the  kind  in  America  and  being  done  by  day 
labor;  and  we  also  developed  the  wading  pool, 
at  an  expense  to  the  city  of  about  $3,600.  So 
when  the  possibility  of  W.  P.  A.  work  being  given 
up  is  considered,  I  can  at  least  refer  to  a  few  of  the 
things  that  have  been  done  in  my  own  ward,  and 
we   nil    know   of   things  that    have   beeti    done   in 
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various  parts  of  the  City  of  Boston.  Gentlemen, 
we  are  now  in  the  midst  of  winter,  a  winter  which 
promises  to  be  the  darkest  that  our  city  has  ever 
known,  from  the  standpoint  of  unemployment, 
reduction  in  industrial  output,  with  the  accompany- 
ing slump  in  the  stock  market  and  in  business. 
We  have  100,000  men  walking  the  streets  of  Boston, 
and  we  find  the  Federal  Government  willing  to 
spend  a  million  to  put  our  people  at  work.  I  think, 
therefore,  it  is  up  to  us  to  cooperate.  I  have  not 
always  been  on  this  floor  supporting  the  Mayor  of 
Boston,  but  I  have  always  been  proud  to  do  so, 
as  I  am  now  doing,  when  I  thought  he  was  right. 
He  asks  for  this  money  primarily  to  put  people  at 
work,  and  I  don't  see  how  we  can  do  otherwise 
than  pass  this  order  having  that  in  view. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
without  attempting  anything  in  the  way  of  rhetoric, 
I  would  just  like  to  answer  briefly  a  point  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Hyde  Park.  Nobody  dis- 
putes the  fact  that  these  men  should  be  put  at 
work.  It  is  simply  a  question  of  the  amount 
needed.  If  we  are  to  take  the  word  of  the  engineer 
in  charge  of  the  contemplated  project,  he  says 
that  $100,000  is  needed  to  complete  the  project, 
that  that  will  adequately  take  care  of  the  2,000 
men  that  W.  P.  A.  proposes  to  put  on  the  rolls. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  am  just 
as  much  interested  as  any  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil, having  the  interests  of  the  taxpayers  in  mind, 
in  not  voting  for  an  unnecessarily  large  amount 
in  any  loan  order,  an  amount  more  than  is  neces- 
sary to  actually  keep  men  at  work.  But  we  should 
also  bear  in  mind,  in  fairness  to  the  taxpayers, 
the  fact  that  unemployment  increases  the  burdens 
on  the  Welfare  Department.  So  I  think  in  their 
laudable  desire  to  save  money  the  members  of 
the  Council  are  at  times  apt  to  be  misled  and 
to  be  carried  away  with  too  much  enthusiasm. 
Colonel  Sullivan  came  here  and  gave  us  certain 
figures.  I  have  always  admired  him,  because 
he  never  attempts  to  evade,  but  answers  ques- 
tions and  endeavors  not  to  leave  the  Council 
in  the  dark.  He  frankly  admitted  that  he  was 
in  no  position  to  tell  us  how  many  men  or  teams 
would  be  put  at  work  or  what  the  total  amount 
would  be  in  dollars  and  cents.  So  we  had  down 
before  us  Mr.  Dakin,  the  chief  engineer  of  the 
Sewer  Division  of  the  Public  Works  Department, 
and  he  gave  us  his  figures.  He  read  to  us,  item 
by  item,  the  various  streets  and  localities  where 
sewer  work  was  to  be  done,  and  stated  that  to 
have  1,480  men  at  work  on  W.  P.  A.  would  mean 
$143,000,  without  even  including  the  equipment 
and  machines;  and  when  he  was  asked  a  fair 
question  as  to  how  much  would  be  necessary 
to  put  320  more  men  at  work,  making  the  1,800 
men  that  Colonel  Sullivan  said  he  could  put  at 
work,  he  said  it  would  require  a  total  of  $180,00(1, 
which  figure  incidentally  again  would  include 
the  expense  of  equipment  and  rental.  So,  on 
the  figures  and  testimony  of  the  division  head  who 
is  going  to  do  the  work,  it  was  clear  that  we  need 
at  the  outside  $180,000,  and  not  $275,000,  and 
I  feel  that  if  we  vote  $180,000  we  are  going  to  put 
at  work  every  one  of  the  1,800  men  whom  Colonel 
Sullivan  said  he  wants  to  put  at  work.  We  ob- 
tained that  information  from  the  department 
head  who  is  going  to  do  the  work,  although  he 
was  fair  enough  to  admit  that  he  would  have  a 
pretty  tough  job  at  this  time  in  making  good  on 
even  that  assignment.  Now,  let  us  bear  in  mind 
that,  in  addition  to  the  $180,000,  there  is  a  $75,000 
sewer  order  that  comes  before  us  next  week  for 
second  reading,  so  it  seems  to  me  in  all  fairness 
that  when  the  Mayor  receives  this  $180,000, 
which  will  put  these  men  at  work,  that  should 
be  sufficient,  and  that  we  should  not  later  ap- 
propriate an  extra  amount  that  everyone  in  the 
room  knows  will  be  used  on  the  contractors' 
end.  Let  us  call  a  spade  a  spade.  There  is  not 
a  man  or  woman  living  on  any  street  in  Boston 
where  W.  P.  A.  work  has  been  done  but  thanks 
God  that  the  laborers  have  thereby  been  given 
an  opportunity  to  do  the  work.  But  there  is  not 
a  man  or  woman  on  a  street  that  has  been  com- 
pleted who  has  not  seen  trucks,  compressors 
and  other  apparatus  lying  around,  at  a  cost  of 
thousands  of  dollars  a  day,  which  is  not  going 
into  the  pockets  of  the  poor  fellows  who  need  it, 
but  into  the  pockets  of  the  contractors.  There 
is  not  a  man  or  woman  who  knows  the  fact  who 
does  not  realize  that  all  these  trucks  and  apparatus 
that  have  been  rented  on  W.  P.  A.  have  meant 
that  that  apparatus  which  belongs  to  the  con- 
tractor has   been  paid  for  over  and  over  again. 


So,  as  I  say,  I  am  in  favor  of  voting  for  the  $180,- 

000  which  is  necessary  to  put  the  laborers  at  work, 
but  I  am  against  any  additional  amount  that  may 
be  made  available  to  contractors  who  desire  to 
rent  trucks,  compressors  and  pumps  to  the  City 
of  Boston.  Let  us  cut  out  the  kidding,  and  let 
the  public  know  that  when  we  vote  for  $180,000, 
based  on  Dakin's  figures,  we  are  providing  money 
not  only  for  the  equipment  that  is  really  needed, 
but  for  the  1,800  men  whom  Dakin  says  he  can  use. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
the  facts  set  forth  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  17 
(Coun.  Wilson)  are  my  reason  for  desiring  to 
amend  the  order.  I  think  he  did  not  give  due 
consideration  to  the  fact  that  at  our  last  meeting 
we  voted  for  S7.5.000,  which  is  to  come  before  us 
for  final  action  at  our  next  meeting.  Mr.  Dakin 
says  that  $180,000  is  all  that  is  needed;  so  it  is 
clear  that  $75,000  already  acted  upon  and  which 
can  be  finally  passed  at  the  next  meeting,  plus 
the  passage  of  $100,000  today,  will  give  the  Sewer 
Department  of  the  city  as  much  money  as  it  needs 
to   properly   run  this   department. 

Coun.  Murray's  proposed  amendment  insert- 
ing $100,000  in  place  of  $180,000,  was  declared 
rejected. 

Coun.  MURRAY  doubted  the  vote  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  yeas  G    nays  15: 

Yeas — Coun.  McGrath,  Mellen,  George  A. 
Murray,  Roberts,  Shattuck,  Tobin — G. 

Nays — Coun.  Agnew,  Doherty,  Dowd,  Finley. 
John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher, 
Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy,  Peter  A.  Murray, 
Norton,  Rosenberg,  Selvitella,   Wilson — 15. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — The  question  comes 
on  the  passage  of  the  order  for  $180,000,  as  reported, 
and  the  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  I  merely  want 
to  add,  for  purposes  of  the  record,  that  prior  to 
today  I  was  opposed  to  the  sewerage  loan  order, 
and  it  is  rather  fortunate  for  the  laborers  of  Boston 
that  the  City  Council  itself  deferred  any  action 
on  the  sewerage  loan  order  until  the  present  time, 
until  the  Federal  Government  itself  made  a  plea 
to  the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  do  something  whereby 
laborers  in  the  city  might  be  placed  at  work,  and 
offering  to  help.  Had  we  voted  this  money  a 
week  or  a  month  ago,  or  when  the  order  first 
came  in,  we  would  not  now  have  the  opportunity 
of  arguing  on  behalf  of  the  laborers  of  Boston, 
showing  why  they  should  go  to  work.  So  for  the 
record  it  should  appear  that  the  City  Council 
has  done  something  for  the  laborers  of  Boston. 

1  am  going  to  vote  for  this  order  of  $180,000, 
because  there  are  laborers  of  this  city  who  are  now 
going  to  work,  not  through  any  contractors  in 
Boston  or  through  any  agency  in  Boston,  but 
merely  because  of  the  plea  of  the  Federal  authori- 
ties, through  W.  P.  A.,  that  Boston  do  something 
whereby  men  may  be  placed  at  work.  An  addi- 
tional force  of  laborers  is  now  going  to  work,  and 
I  am  going  to  vote  for  the  order  for  that  reason. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  if  this 
order  is  passed  we  will  have  two  loan  orders  before 
us  for  action,  not  only  this  order  for  $180,000, 
but  the  order  that  was  introduced  and  given  its 
first  reading  and  passage  at  our  last  meeting, 
for  $75,000,  which  comes  before  us  at  our  next 
meeting  for  a  second  reading.  I  assume  that  the 
$75,000  order  will  be  up  before  us  next  Monday 
when  the  two  weeks  have  elapsed.  If  at  that 
time  it  appears  that  Mr.  Dakin  was  including 
that  $75,000  in  his  estimate  of  what  was  needed  to 
put  these  men  at  work,  that  order  can  then  be 
killed  and  this  order  can  go  along,  as  the  net 
result  of  the  action  taken  today  will  be  to  furnish 
the  $180,000  needed.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  Mr. 
Dakin  was  not  including  the  $75,000  which  took 
its  first  reading  last  Monday,  there  will  in  any 
event  be  an  opportunity  to  kill  the  $75,000  next 
Monday  if  it  appears  on  further  investigation  that 
the  $180,000  is  all  that  is  necessary.  I  shall, 
therefore,  for  the  time  being  vote  for  this  $180,000 
and  against  the  S75.000  next  Monday. 

The  order  as  reported,  for  $180,000,  was  passed, 
yeas  18,  nays  3. 

Yeas — Coun.  Agnew,  Doherty,  Dowd,  Finley, 
John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald,  Gallagher, 
Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy,  McGrath,  Peter  A. 
Murray,  Norton,  Rosenberg,  Selvitella,  Shattuck, 
Tobin,  Wilson — 18. 

Nays — Coun.  Mellen,  George  A.  Murray, 
Roberts — 3. 
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RESCISSION  AND   LIMITATION  OF  LOAN 
ORDERS. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER  called  up,  under 
unfinished  business,  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money 
for  Police  Communications  System,  under  author- 
ity of  chapter  366,  Acts  of  1933,  as  amended  by 
chapter  21,  Acts  of  1934,  approved  by  the  Mayor 
on  March  2,  1934,  and  August  19,  1936,  be  limited 
to  $325,000,  and  that  the  authorization  to  borrow- 
in  excess  of  said  amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money  for 
Hospital  Department,  New  Buildings  and  Altera- 
tions and  Equipment,  under  authority  of  chapter 
366,  Acts  of  1933,  as  amended  by  chapter  21,  Acts 
of  1934,  approved  by  the  Mayor  on  February  27, 
1934,  and  August  4,  1936,  be  limited  to  $1,150,000, 
and  that  the  authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of 
said  amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money  for 
New  Intermediate  School,  Eliot  square,  Roxbury, 
under  authority  of  chapter  366,  Acts  of  1933,  as 
amended  by  chapter  21,  Acts  of  1934,  approved 
by  the  Mayor  on  October  29,  1935,  be  limited  to 
$400,000,  and  that  the  authorization  to  borrow  in 
excess  of  said  amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money  for 
New  Intermediate  School,  Phillips  Brooks  District, 
Dorchester,  under  authority  of  chapter  366,  Acts 
of  1933,  as  amended  by  chapter  21,  Acts  of  1934, 
approved  by  the  Mayor  on  October  29,  1935,  be 
limited  to  $500,000,  and  that  the  authorization  to 
borrow  in  excess  of  said  amount  for  said  purpose 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money  for 
English  High  School  Alterations,  New  Cafeteria, 
under  authority  of  chapter  366,  Acts  of  1933,  as 
amended  by  chapter  21,  Acts  of  1934,  approved  by 
the  Mayor  on  October  29,  1935,  be  limited  to 
$60,000,  and  that  the  authorization  to  borrow  in 
excess  of  said  amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  right  to  borrow  money  for 
South  Boston  High  School,  Addition,  under  author- 
ity of  chapter  366,  Acts  of  1933,  as  amended  by 
chapter  21,  Acts  of  1934,  approved  by  the  Mayor 
on  October  29,  1935,  be  limited  to  $300,000,  and 


that  the  authorization  to  borrow  in  excess  of  'said 
amount  for  said  purpose  be,  and  the  same  hereby 
is,  rescinded. 

On  November  29,  1937,  the  foregoing  orders 
were  read  once  and  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  0. 

The  orders  referred  to  were  given  their  second 
and  final  reading  and  passage,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 


USE  OF  CHANDLER'S  POND  AS  PARK. 

Coun.   GALLAGHER  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
March  13,  1935,  foreclosed  the  right  of  redemp- 
tion under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5292,  page  453,  to  about  582,723  square  feet 
of  land  situate  on  the  northerly  side  of  Lakeshore 
road  as  is  more  fully  described  in  said  tax  deed; 
which  land  commonly  known  as  Chandler's  Pond 
is  now  in  the  custody  of  the  Public  Buildings 
Department, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  land  be,  and  hereby  is, 
transferred  from  the  possession  and  management 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  to  the 
care,  possession  and  control  of  the  Park  Depart- 
ment to  be  used  for  park,  playground  or  recreation 
purposes. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


IMPROVEMENTS   IN   FAIRMOUNT 
AVENUE. 
Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to    provide    for    the    construction    of    a   sewer    in 
Fairmount  avenue,  Hyde  Park. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  construct  a  catch-basin  in  front  of  311  Fair- 
mount  avenue,  Hyde  Park. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  WILSON,  at 
4.54  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  December  20, 
1937,  at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  December  20,  1937. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  Faneuil 
Hall  at  2  p.  m.,  President  FITZGERALD  in  the 
chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Rosenberg. 


VETO  OF  BARBER  SHOP  ORDINANCE- 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  15,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved  and 
without  my  signature  the  proposed  ordinance 
adopted  by  your  Honorable  Body  relative  to  the 
regulation  of  barber  shops  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
If  adopted  in  its  present  form  the  ordinance 
would  affect  hotels,  clubs  and  the  barber  shops  at 
the  North  and  South  Stations  which,  I  am  in- 
formed, is  a  result  which  the  proponents  of  the 
measure  did  not  contemplate.  I  am  informed 
that  the  Boston  Barbers'  Association,  the  Asso- 
ciated Masters'  Barbers  of  America,  Boston  Chap- 
ter 709,  and  the  Journeymen's  International  Union 
of  America,  Local  182,  would  favor  an  amendment 
excluding  from  the  operation  of  sections  4  and  5 
of  the  proposed  ordinance  barber  shops  in  hotels, 
clubs  and  the  two  railroad  terminals.  The  pro- 
posed ordinance,  in  the  mean  time,  has  been 
referred  to  the  Law  Department  for  consideration 
as  to  certain  legal  questions  which  have  arisen, 
and  to  save  time  in  the  event  that  the  opinion  of 
the  Corporation  Counsel  should  support  the  legality 
of  the  ordinance,  I  suggest  that  your  Honorable 
Body  consider  the  advisability  of  amendment  to 
exempt  the  shops  referred  to  herein. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION  FROM  PARKMAN  FUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  20,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners requesting  the  transfer  of  the  sum  of 
$3,047.46  from  the  income  of  the  George  F. 
Parkman  Fund  to  the  maintenance  and  improve- 
ment of  the  Common  and  parks  in  existence  on 
January  12,  1887. 

I  submit  herewith  an  appropriation  order  and 
respectfully  recommend  its  immediate  passage 
by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  16,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — By  vote  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners you  are  respectfully  asked  to  request 
the  City  Council  to  transfer  from  the  income  of  the 
George  F.   Parkman  Fund  the  sum  of  $3,047.46 
which  is  now  available,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  as 
follows: 

Common    and    Parks    in    Existence  "on 
January  12,  1887,  Maintenance  and 

Improvement  of $3,047  46 

When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for  the 
year  1937,  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  yearly  income 
of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  was  deducted  from 
Item  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  with  the  under- 
standing that  this  deduction  was  to  be  replaced  by 
the  total  yearly  income  of  said  Parkman  Fund  for 
1937,  to  be  transferred  as  it  accrued  from  time  to 
time  during  the  year  to  the  regular  maintenance 
appropriation  of  the  Park  Department. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  three  thousand  forty- 
seven  dollars  forty-six  cents  ($3,047.46)  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated  from  the  income  of 
the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Commissioners, 
for  the  maintenance  and  improvement  of  the 
Common  and  parks  in  existence  on  January  12, 
1887,  as  follows: 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on 
January  12,  1887,  Maintenance  and 
Improvement  of $3,047  46 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


COMPENSATION   OF   ELECTION 
SUPERVISORS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from 
the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners  relative  to 
certain  supervisors  who  served  in  the  last  city 
election.  I  also  transmit  an  order  fixing  the  rate 
of  their  compensation  at  $5  for  the  day  and 
respectfully  recommend  its  adoption. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Election  Department,  December  14,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — The  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council  ap- 
pointed supervisors  to  serve  in  Ward  9  on  the  day 
of  the  city  election,  November  2,  1937,   in  accord- 
ance with  provisions  of  chapter  54,  section  23,  of  the 
General  Laws.     This  section  of  law  further   pro- 
vides that  the  compensation  of  such  supervisors 
shall  be  determined  by  the  City  Council. 

No  action  having  as  yet  been  taken  in  regard  to 
paying  the  sixteen  supervisors  who  served  at  the 
city  election,  we  respectfully  recommend  that  five 
dollars  ($5)  be  fixed  as  compensation  for  the 
services  of  each  of  them  for  the  day.  Inasmuch  as 
we  are  trying  to  clear  up  all  outstanding  pay  rolls 
before  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  we  request  that 
this  matter  be  given  immediate  attention. 
Respectfully  yours, 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 

David  B.  Shaw,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  seel  ion  23, 
chapter  54,  of  the  General  Laws,  the  compensation 
for  supervisors  appointed  to  act  in  the  recent  city 
election  in  the  various  wards  of  the  city  be  fixed  at 
the  rate  of  $5  per  day. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

John  J.  Ahern,  Jr.,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
and  damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect 
at  518  Dorchester  avenue. 

Anthony  F.  Bernard,  for  refund  on  second-hand 
license. 

Sylvia  Donati.  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  670   Bennington 

street. 

Belle  Donnellan,  for  refund  on  money  for  re- 
pairing drain  at  41  Rexford-street,  Mattapan. 

Margaret  E.  Griffin,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  broken  curbstone. 

Charles  H.  Hatch,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judg- 
ment issued  against  him. 

Vera  Hotchkiss,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
coat  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Howard  and 
Bowdoin  streets. 

Simon  Mcdwar.  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  44  Mather  street,  caused  by  backing 
up  of  sewage. 

Railway  Mail  Club,  for  refund  on  taxes  paid 
under  protest . 

Eutcmio  Reppucci,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  69  Poplar  street,  by  garbage  truck. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


Laura  M.  Shine,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Huntington  and 
Massachusetts  avenues. 

Stetson  Fuel  Corporation,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  486  East  First  street, 
caused  by  defective  sewer. 

Executive. 
Petition   of   Mary   E.    McGuinness   to   be   paid 
annuity  on  account  of  death  of  her  husband,  James 
P.  McGuinness,  late  member  of  Fire  Department. 


BOND    OF    INDEMNITY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Metropolitan 
District  Commission,  Water  Division,  inclosing 
bond  of  indemnity  from  Groisser  &  Shlager  Iron 
Works,  for  replacing  stiff-leg  derrick  at  Chestnut 
Hill  pipe  yard  in  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


ABSENCE   OF   MAYOR   FROM   CITY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  his 
absence  from  the  city  from  December  12  to 
December  14. 

Placed  on  file. 


INTEREST   IN   CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  William  W.  Howe. 
master  of  Mather  School,  of  authorship  of  Howe 
Citizenship  Posters,  authorized  to  be  sold  to 
City  of  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


RESIGNATION   OF   JOHN    LEVENTHAL. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  accept- 
ance of  resignation  of  John  Leventhal,  constable. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL   OF   CONSTABLE'S    BOND. 

The  constable's  bond  of  Harold  A.  Brewster, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
was  received  and  approved. 


ORDINANCE    CONCERNING    HARMERING. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance  Concerning  the  Business  of 
Barbering. 
Be  it.  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Section  1.  No  person,  persons,  firm  or  corpora- 
tion shall  open,  conduct,  maintain  or  operate  a 
barber  shop  for  revenue,  pay,  free  or  otherwise  in 
the  City  of  Boston,  Suffolk  County,  Massachu- 
setts, unless  such  person,  persons,  firm  or  corpora- 
tion shall  have  been  duly  licensed  by  the  mayor 
of  the  City  of  Boston  for  such  purpose. 

Section  2.  The  annual  fee  for  such  license  shall 
be  two  dollars.  All  such  licenses  shall  expire  al 
midnight  on  the  31st  day  of  January  of  each  year 
when  such  license  is  taken  out  or  issued.  After 
the  31st  day  of  July,  of  any  year,  the  fee  shall  be 
one-half  ($)  of  said  sum. 

Section  3.  No  transfer  of  license,  either  as  to 
person  or  place,  shall  be  permitted. 

Section  4.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person, 
persons,  firm  or  corporation  operating  or  main- 
taining a  barber  shop  except  in  hotels,  clubs  or 
railroad  terminal  stations  to  allow  the  view  to  the 
interior  at  any  time  to  be  obstructed  by  the  use 
of  blinds,  shades,  screens,  painted  or  frosted  glass, 
or  any  other  device  to  prevent  a  free  and  unob- 
structed view  from  the  outside  of  such  barber 
shop. 

Section  5.  With  the  provision  that  this  section 
shall  not  apply  to  barber  shops  conducted  in  con- 
nection with  hotels,  clubs,  or  the  railroad  terminal 
stations,  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person,  per- 
sons, firm  or  corporation  operating,  maintaining 
or  conducting  any  barber  shop,  or  any  place  where- 
in barbering  is  done  in  the  City  of  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts, to  permit  it  to  be  open  for  the  business 
of  barbering  for  revenue,  pay,  free  or  otherwise, 
before  eight  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  after  seven  o'clock 
p.  m.  on  the  following  days,  to  wit:  Monday, 
Tuesday,   Wednesday,   Thursday   and   Friday   of 


each  and  every  week;  on  Saturday  of  each  and 
every  week  and  on  all  days,  previous  to  the  follow- 
ing holidays,  to  wit:  New  Year's  Day.  Washing- 
ton's Birthday,  Patriots'  Day.  Decoration  Day, 
Bunker  Hill  Day,  Fourth  of  July,  Labor  Day. 
Columbus  Day,  Armistice  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day 
and  Christmas  to  open  at  eight  o'clock  a.  m.  and 
close  at  nine  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  on  each  of  the 
herein  mentioned  legal  holidays  all  barber  shops 
shall  be  closed  all  day. 

Section  6.  Any  person,  persons,  firm  or  cor- 
poration who  violates  any  of  the  provisions  of  the 
next  preceding  sections  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
a  misdemeanor  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall 
be  fined  for  the  first  offense  not  more  than  ten 
dollars  and  for  the  second  offense  not  more  than 
twenty  dollars  and  each  day  of  the  violation  of 
said  ordinance  shall  constitute  a  separate  offense. 

Section  7.  Nothing  in  this  ordinance  shall  be 
construed  to  refer  to  a  beauty  shop,  so  called,  or 
a  hairdressing  parlor,  so-called,  patronized  ex- 
clusively by  females. 

President  FITZGERALD  declared  the  ordinance 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  I  ask 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

(Said  reference  objected  to.) 

President  FITZGERALD  — Objection  being 
made,  and  the  rule  not  having  been  suspended,  the 
ordinance  stands  as  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.09  p.  in.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  SELVITELLA.  to  take  a  recess  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled 
and  were  called  to  order  by  President  FITZ- 
GERALD at  2.32  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  that  under  the  Statutes  of  1933. 
chapter  340,  an  annuity  cannot  be  paid  to  the 
widow  of  a  policeman  or  fireman  unless  the  Medical 
Board  certifies  that  the  death  of  such  policeman  or 
fireman  was  the  direct  result  of  an  injury  received 
in  the  performance  of  his  duty. 

On  the  following  listed  petitions  the  Medical 
Hoard,  having  certified  that  in  each  case  the  death 
was  not  the  direct  result  of  such  an  injury,  the 
Executive  Committee  finds  that  even  if  favorable 
action  were  taken  by  the  City  Council  such  action 
would  be  ineffective  under  the  statute,  and  accord- 
ingly reports  that  no  further  action  is  necessary, 
viz.: 

Bridget  A.  Mooney.  referred  October  14,  1935. 

Mary  A.  Kennedy,  referred  May  4,  1936. 

Etta  L.  Sullivan,  referred  November  12.  193.5. 

Marguerite  L.  Flynn,  referred  May  4.  1936. 

Mary  E.  Connelly,  referred  February  8,  1937. 

Eileen  A.  Hennessey,  referred  May  24.  1937. 

Bertha  C.  Gottschalk,  referred  June  28.  1937. 

Mary  A.  Gaddis,  referred  July  26.  1937. 

Bert  ha  D.  Duddy.  referred  August  30.  1937. 

Catherine  V.  McCann,  referred  August  30,  1937. 

Report  accepted. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  fixing  compensation  for  super- 
visors acting  in  recent  city  election  at  $5  per  day 
— recommending  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  appropriating  $3,047.46  from 
Parkman  Fund — recommending  that  same  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  20. 
nays  0. 


SALE   OF   TAX   TITLE   PROPERTIES. 

President  FITZGERALD  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,  No.  6  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

6.  Orders  for  the  sale,  at  stated  minimum 
prices,  of  parcels  of  tax  title  properties,  viz.: 

1.  8-16  Main  street,  Charlestown. 

2.  Northeasterly  side  of  Dover  street  (No.  162). 

3.  654  East  Seventh  street. 

4.  Easterly  side  of  Acadia  street. 

5.  1  Chester  place. 

6.  416-424  Amory  street. 
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7.  Southwesterly  side  of  Croydon  street. 
9.   Northwesterly  side  of  Colorado  street. 
9.  Southwesterly  side  of  Flagg  street. 
On    December    6,    1937,    the    foregoing    orders 
were  read  once  and  passed,  yeas   18,  nays  3. 

The  orders  were  given  their  second  and  final 
reading  and  passage,  yeas  17,  nays— ^Coun.  Dowd 
Mellen,  George  A.  Murray — 3. 


LOAN    IN    ANTICIPATION    OF   TAXES. 

President  FITZGERALD  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,  No.  4  on  the  calendar,  viz: 

4.  Ordered,  That  to  provide  temporarily  money 
to  meet  the  appropriations  for  the  financial  year 
1937,  the  City  Treasurer  issue  and  sell,  at  such 
time  and  in  such  amounts  as  he  may  deem  best, 
notes  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City 
of  Boston  not  exceeding  $1,500,000  in  the  totai, 
in  anticipation  of  the  taxes  of  the  current  munic- 
ipal year;  that  all  such  notes  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  be  dated  the  day  the  money  for  the 
same  is  received,  be  made  payable  with  the  interest 
thereon  within  one  year  of  their  date  and  bear 
interest  from  their  date  until  the  same  are  made 
payable  at  such  rate  as  the  City  Auditor,  the  City 
Treasurer  and  the  Mayor  may  determine. 

On  December  13,  1937,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  3. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  18,  nays — Coun.  Roberts — 1. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

Coun.  AGNEW  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  Nos.  2  and  3  on  the  calendar,  viz..: 

2.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  December  13,  1937,  of  Charles  A.  Bancroft, 
to  be  a  Constable,  authorized  to  serve  civil  process 
upon  filing  bond. 

3.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  December  13,  1937,  of  John  E.  Nolan,  "to 
be  a  Weigher  of  Coal;  and  Joseph  F.  Donovan,  to 
be  a  Weigher  of  Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Peter  J.  Fitzgerald  and  Shattuck. 
Whole  number  of  ballots  19;  yeas  15,  nays  4,  and 
the  appointments  were  confirmed. 


SEWERAGE  LOAN. 

Coun.  DOWD  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  5  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

5.  Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
section  1  of  chapter  178  of  the  Acts  of  1930  and 
section  5  of  chapter  224  of  the  Acts  of  1936,  the 
sum  of  seventy-five  thousand  (75,000)  dollars  be. 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
for  the  construction  of  sewerage  works,  and  that 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  on  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds 
or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

On  December  6,  1937,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  18,  nays — Coun.  Mellen,  Roberts 
—2. 


APPOINTMENT  CALLED  UP. 

Coun.  TOBIN  asked  that  No.  1,  under  unfinished 
business,  be  taken  up  and  acted  upon,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  December  13,  1937,  of  Charles  J.  MGrath, 
to  be  a  Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston,  without 
power  to  serve  civil  process  and  to  serve  without 
bond. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  the  committee 
of  the  Council  is  not  ready  to  report  on  that  yet. 

Coun.  TOBIN — Mr.  President,  this  is  a  Dor- 
chester man.  I  know  him  and  his  whole  family, 
and  he  is  a  fine  man.  This  is  the  last  meeting 
at  which  we  will  have  a  chance  to  approve  or 
disapprove  of  him.  I  think  he  is  entitled  to  the 
position,  and  that,  therefore,  he  should  be  con- 
firmed or  rejected  today.  We  could  have  con- 
firmed him  before,  but  for  a  misprint  on  the 
calendar  by  which  it  was  stated  that  he  was  to  be 
appointed  with  power  to  serve  civil  process.  It 
now  appears  that  he  is  not  to  have  power  to  serve 


civil  process.  I  certainly  think,  if  there  is  no 
objection,  that  his  appointment  should  be  con- 
firmed today. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  the  committee 
have  no  objection,  so  far  as  I  know,  to  the  man, 
but  do  feel  that  they  should  know  something  about 
him  and  the  appointment. 

Coun.  TOBIN— Mr.  President,  what  more  is 
there  to  know,  if  the  man  is  a  reputable  and 
worthy  man?  He  lives  in  Dorchester,  where  he 
and  his  family  are  well  known.  I  know  him  and 
know  him  to  be  a  fine  man.  I  think,  therefore, 
that  there  should  be  no  further  delay  in  taking 
action. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  think  we 
need  to  know  more  than  that.  I  think  with  the 
ninety-nine  or  more  constables  of  the  City  of 
Boston  there  must,  be  some  limit.  I  think  there 
is  a  question  whether  his  services  are  necessary. 

No  further  action  being  taken,  the  appointment 
remained  on  the  calendar. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   CLAIMS. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  John  W.  McLean 
(referred  November  29)  to  be  reimbursed  for 
amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  motor  truck  belonging  to 
Public  Works  Department,  Street  Cleaning 
Division,  recommending  passage  of  accompany- 
ing order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  four 
hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  ($1,475)  be  ?1- 
lowed  and  paid  to  John  W.  McLean  in  reimburse- 
ment for  amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him 
on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  truck 
belonging  to  the  Public  Works  Department,  Street 
Cleaning  Division,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Frank  D.  Donlan 
(referred  November  22)  to  be  reimbursed  for 
amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging 
to  Public  Works  Department,  Sanitary  Division, 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  order,  viz. : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Frank  D. 
Donlan  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  judgment 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the 
Public  Works  Department,  Sanitary  Division, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;    said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  petition  of  Americo  B.  Nuzzo 
(referred  November  22)  to  be  reimbursed  for 
amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  motor  truck  belonging 
to  Public  Works  Department,  Sanitary  Division, 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  order, 
viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  forty-one  dollars  and 
twenty  cents  ($41,201  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Americo  B.  Nuzzo  in  reimbursement  for  amount 
of  judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  truck  belonging  to  the 
Public  Works  Department,  Sanitary  Division, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;    said   order  passed. 


INFORMATION   FROM   CITY   AUDITOR. 

Coun.  WILSON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That  the  City  Auditor  be  requested, 

through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  advise  the  City 

Council  promptly  as  follows: 

1.  The  Cash  Deficit  of  the  city  for  each  year 
from  1932  to  1937,  inclusive, 

2.  The  Operating  Deficit,  namely,  total  Cash 
Deficit  and  balance  outstanding  in  municipal 
relief  and  tax  title  loans  issued  to  provide 
funds  for  current  operations,  for  payment  of 
matured  tax  anticipation  notes,  etc.,  for  each 
year  from  1932  to  1937,  inclusive,  namely  the 
amount  by  which  the  city's  requirements  have 
exceeded  its  income. 

3.  The  number  of  vacancies  due  to  death  or  resig- 
nation in  the  various  departments  of  the  city 
for  each  year  from  1932  to  1937.  inclusive,  for 
each  of  said  years,  the  number  of  such  vacan- 
cies as  have  been  filled,  not  including  new 
police  or  firemen  added  since  June  1,  1937,  and 
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4.  The  outstanding  gross  debt  of  the  City  of 
Boston  as  of  November  30,  for  each  year  from 
1932  to  1937,  inclusive,  the  gross  debt  for  the 
latter  year  being  reported  as  $128,838,401.55 
as  against  $133,391,339.81  for  1936. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALK  ON  DORCHESTER  AVENUE. 

Coun.  KERRIGAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
make  a  sidewalk  along  Dorchester  avenue,  Ward  7, 
opposite  No.  742,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering 
thereon;  said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches 
above  the  gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5  to  12  feet 
in  width,  and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with 
granite  edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
19G  of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT   ON   VOTING    MACHINES. 

Coun.  WILSON.— Mr.  President,  the  Special 
Committee  on  Voting  Machines  wishes  to  make  a 
report.  One  of  the  members,  however,  Mr. 
Shattuck,  is  adding  some  supplementary  remarks 
to  his  minority  report.  I  ask,  therefore,  that  the 
meeting  be  suspended  for  a  few  minutes  so  that  the 
report  may  be  submitted. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.49  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess 
to  2.58  p.  m.,  at  which  time  the  meeting  was 
called  to  order  by  Coun.  GALLAGHER. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  the  Special 
Committee  of  the  City  Council  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate the  advisability  of  adopting  voting 
machines  for  election  use  in  Boston  offers  a  report 
at  this  time,  signed  by  four  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  with  a  minority  report  signed  by 
Councilor  Shattuck,  expressing  his  hope  that  the 
use  of  these  voting  machines  would  not  interfere 
with  proportional  representation  voting,  which  we 
may  have  later  in  our  city  elections.  The  com- 
mittee bears  in  mind  that  a  total  of  over  one  sixth 
of  the  votes  cast  in  the  last  national  election  was 
recorded  on  these  voting  machines,  as  the  report 
will  show.  The  figures  presented  also  prove  that 
the  voting  machines  have,  where  they  have  been 
used,  saved  enough  money  to  pay  for  themselves 
in  something  like  ten  years.  We  also  have  in 
mind  that  the  voting  machines  may  be  purchased 
either  by  installment  or  on  a  fifteen-year  rental 
basis  with  bill  of  sale  to  the  city  on  completion 
of  the  entire  payment.  The  committee,  therefore, 
feels  that  the  city  might  consider  the  purchase  of 
the  necessary  machines'  on  such  a  deterred  pay- 
ment plan  and  that  the  savings  effected  over  a 
period  of  fifteen  years  would  undoubtedly  take 
care  of  the  purchase  price  without  the  necessity 
for  an  initial  loan  for  the  entire  amount  imme- 
diately on  purchase,  and  the  city  would  have  the 
use  of  the  machines  in  the  mean  time.  So,  with 
these  explanatory  remarks  on  my  part,  the  com- 
mittee files  its  report. 

Coun.  AGNEW — Mr.  President,  the  report 
seems  to  be  rather  a  lengthy  one,  and  I  would 
suggest  that  we  have  a  further  explanation  from 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  as  to  what  the 
general  effect  of  the  recommendations  is. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
I  think  this  is  a  matter  of  sufficient  importance 
for  the  report  to  be  read,  and  I  suggest  that  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  read  it. 

Coun.  WILSON,  chairman  of  the  Special  Com- 
mittee, read  the  report,  as  follows: 

The  Special  Committee  of  the  City  Council, 
appointed  by  President  John  I.  Fitzgerald  to 
investigate  the  advisability  of  adopting  voting 
machines  for  election  use  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
held  an  extended  hearing  in  City  Hall  on  Decem- 
ber 2,  1937,  at  which  time  Mr.  A.  R.  Bailey  of 
the  Automatic  Voting  Machine  Corporation  of 
Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  and  Mr.  Clinton  Bryant  of 
the  Shoup  Voting  Machine  Corporation  of  Phila- 
delphia, the  two  concerns  now  manufacturing 
voting  machines  in  general  use,  were  present  to 
demonstrate  the  practical  working  and  advantages 
of  their  respective  products. 

Andrew  P.  Gunn,  representing  the  Automatic 
Voting  Machine  Corporation,  reported  that  New 
York  City  was  now  100  per  cent  equipped  with 
this  machine,  Connecticut  75  per  cent,  and  Penn- 
sylvania 65  per  cent.  San  Francisco  has  used 
this  type  of  machine  for  over  twelve  years,  and 


as  early  as  1932,  some  1,280  machines  handled 
227,283  votes  cast.  Hartford,  Conn.,  has  used 
machines  manufactured  by  predecessors  of  this 
present  company  for  over  thirty  years.  The 
present  machine  has  been  approved  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Ballot  Law  Commission  with 
prices  varying  from  $980  to  SI, 280  per  machine, 
but  with  lower  prices  available  for  purchase  of 
large  quantities  on  bid.  The  guarantee  made  is 
for  a  period  of  five  years,  but  the  life  of  the  ma- 
chine is  estimated  as  indefinite.  The  company 
manufactures  a  hand  operated  machine  solely. 

George  E.  Kelleher,  representing  the  Shoup 
Voting  Machine  Corporation  of  Philadelphia, 
reported  complete  installation  of  this  machine 
throughout  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  as  well  as 
in  Milwaukee  and  other  large  cities  and  with  500 
machines  now  in  use  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
Prices  range  from  $940  to  $1,140  per  machine 
with  lower  prices  available  for  quantity  lots  on 
bid.  With  a  five-year  guarantee  on  the  machines, 
their  life  is  estimated  at  from  sixty  to  seventy- 
five  years.  They  feature  either  electric  or  hand 
operation  and  the  company  anticipates  early 
approval  by  the  State  Ballot  Law  Commission. 

The  names  and  levers  on  the  Automatic  machine 
are  in  horizontal  arrangement,  the  face  of  the 
machine  is  perpendicular  and  at  right  angles  to 
the  floor,  the  total  votes  are  recorded  in  the  back 
of  the  machine,  and  the  sides  of  the  voting  booth 
are  curtains. 

The  names  of  candidates  and  political  parties 
on  the  Shoup  machine  duplicate  the  standardized 
Australian  or  vertical  type  of  ballot  now  in  use  in 
this  state.  The  face  of  the  machine  is  slightly 
tilted  back  for  convenient  use,  the  sides  of  the 
voting  booth  are  steel  doors  rather  than  curtains 
and  the  numerical  results  for  each  candidate  at 
the  close  of  the  polls  is  then  made  directly  visible 
on  the  front  of  the  machine  itself. 

Both  manufacturers  offered  strong  evidence  in 
support  of  their  claim  that  the  life  of  their  voting 
machine  is  of  almost  indefinite  duration  and  that 
mechanical  difficulties  or  possible  break-downs  are 
exceptional.  With  4.775  voting  machines  in  use 
in  New  York  City,  there  have  been  only  three 
instances  of  repair  or  replacement  necessary  over 
a  period  of  ten  years.  There  has  never  been  a 
break-down  of  a  single  machine  in  Hartford  over 
a  period  of  thirty-two  years.  The  500  machines 
in  use  in  seven  elections  in  Philadelphia  have 
failed  to  show  a  single  instance  of  mechanical 
defects  or  break-down.  It  has  also  been  reported 
that  the  machines  in  use  throughout  Rhode 
Island  have  given  eminently  satisfactory  service. 
Over  one-sixth  of  the  entire  vote  cast  in  the  1936 
national  election  was  cast  on  voting  machines. 
On  each  machine  provision  is  made  for  writing 
in  votes,  although  such  votes  must  be  tabulated 
manually. 

With  neither  type  of  machine  does  it  appear 
possible  even  to  tamper  with  election  results 
without  detection.  Until  he  has  completed 
voting,  a  voter  can  change  his  mind  or  correct 
a  mistake  by  merely  moving  the  levers.  On 
neither  machine  can  a  voter  ever  invalidate  his 
ballot  by  voting  for  too  many  candidates  for  any 
office;  for  example,  if  the  voter  is  limited  to  two 
nominees  for  office  out  of  six  possible  names,  he 
can  vote  for  two  and  no  more,  but  he  can  vote  for 
one  only  if  he  so  desires.  Neither  machine  will 
record  a  defective  ballot  and  the  voter  auto- 
matically sees  when  there  is  a  defect. 

The  city  of  Buffalo  in  1932  used  377  machines 
to  record  the  vote  of  216,000  voters.  Election 
Commissioner  Shaw  estimates  that  Boston  would 
require  about  800  machines  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  around  $800,000.  General  use  has  sug- 
gested that  an  average  of  two  machines  should 
be  available  for  each  1,000  voters.  In  the  city 
of  Cambridge,  three  machines  were  used  in  each 
of  three  precincts  in  1934,  1935  and  1936,  and  the 
Cambridge  City  Council  has  recently  voted  ap- 
proval of  voting  machines,  especially  to  eliminate 
future  excessive  recount  expenses.  A  recount  in 
a  Buffalo  city  election  in  1933  took  forty  minutes 
at  a  total  cost  of  $42,  where  voting  machine  tallies 
were  available.  The  town  of  Brookline  anticipates 
early  approval  of  the  contemplated  purchase  of 
fifty  machines  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $55,000. 

General  adoption  of  voting  machines  in  Massa- 
chusetts would  require  some  changes  in  the  elec- 
tion laws,  most  especially  relating  to  challenged 
ballots.  In  New  York,  with  a  complete  annual 
re-registration  of  voters,  each  voter  is  identified 
in  the  voting  booth  through  a  comparison  of  his 
registration  signature  with  his  signature  as  given 
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on  election  day.  Challenge  in  New  York  is  on 
registration.  In  Massachusetts,  provision  would 
need  to  be  made  either  for  some  change  in  regis- 
tration or  identification  requirements,  or  else  the 
law  would  require  such  changes  as  will  permit 
continued  use  of  a  printed  ballot  only  by  challenged 
voters  or  by  absentee  voters. 

Your  committee  feels  that  the  day  of  our  old- 
fashioned  election  machinery  is  destined  to  end 
and  that  the  cities  of  Massachusetts  in  the  not 
distant  future  will  gradually  follow  the  example 
of  such  cities  as  New  York,  Philadelphia,  San 
Francisco,  Milwaukee,  Hartford  and  Providence. 
The  voting  machine  unquestionably  records  the 
popular  will  swiftly,  accurately,  and  with  finality; 
its  totals,  once  the  polls  are  closed,  are  immediately 
available  in  final  form.  The  machines  are  quick, 
easy,  fool-proof,  fraud-proof  and  convenient;  they 
guarantee  against  defective  or  spoiled  ballots, 
supply  almost  instantaneous  results  at  the  close 
of  the  polls,  eliminate  costly  recounts,  and  assure 
a  permanent  and  easily  kept  record  of  correct 
tallies. 

The  voting  machines  would  appear  to  be  not 
only  accurate  and  dependable,  but  also,  in  the 
long  run,  more  economical  than  our  present 
antiquated  system.  The  manufacturers  claim  that 
the  machines  pay  for  themselves  in  increased 
savings  within  a  period  of  approximately  ten 
years.  They  eliminate  the  annual  cost  of  "print- 
ing thousands  of  individual  paper  ballots,  except 
possibly  for  absentee  or  challenged  voters. 
They  eliminate  much  expense  in  the  construction, 
upkeep  and  transportation  of  booths  and  bahot 
boxes.  They  should  cut  down  the  number  of 
precinct  officers  required  on  election  day.  But, 
most  of  all,  they  end  expensive  recounts  through 
a  simple  re-check  of  the  permanent  tally  record 
of  the  machines. 

The  committee  desires  to  suggest  to  the  new 
Mayor  of  Boston  his  serious  and  favorable  con- 
sideration of  an  early  installation  of  voting  ma- 
chines as  a  modern  substitute  for  our  present 
antiquated  methods. 

The  committee  feels  that  such  a  change  in  our 
election  machinery  will  undeniably  assure  greater 
accuracy,  honesty,  and  more  prompt  results, 
and,  in  the  long  run,  will  result  in  a  money  saving 
for   the  taxpayers   of   Boston. 

Your  committee  is  aware  of  the  fact  that  these 
voting  machines  may  be  purchased  either  by 
installment  or  on  a  fifteen-year  rental  basis  with 
the  bill  of  sale  to  the  city  on  completion  of  entire 
payment,  and,  therefore,  feels  that  the  city  may 
well  consider  the  purchase  of  necessary  machines 
on  such  deferred  payment  plan  with  the  savings 
effected  over  a  period  of  fifteen  years  undoubtedly 
taking  care  of  the  purchase  price  without  the 
need  of  an  initial  loan  order  for  the  entire  amount 
immediately  on  purchase. 

For  the  Committee, 
Robert  Gardiner  Wilson,  Jr., 

Chairman. 
John  E.  Kerrigan. 
John  J.  Doherty. 
James  J.   Kilroy. 

At  the  present  time  Tam  willing  to  go  no  farther 
than  to  express  the  opinion  that  the  subject  of 
adopting  voting  machines  is  worthy  of  further  in- 
vestigation. Believing  as  I  do  that  if  the  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council  are  to  be  elected  at  large, 
as  proposed,  they  should  be  elected  by  propor- 
tional representation,  I  should  want  to  know 
whether  the  proposed  machines  are  suitable  for 
recording  votes  by  proportional  representation. 
As  to  that  there  appears  to  be  at  the  present  time 
some  question. 

Henry  L.  Shattuck:. 

Coun.  WILSON — As  I  have  explained,  the 
majority  members  of  the  committee  naturally 
favor  a  deferred  payment  plan,  either  through 
purchase  by  installment  or  on  a  fifteen-year  rental 
basis  with  bill  of  sale  to  the  city  on  completion  of 
the  entire  payment  and,  as  far  as  the  suggestion  by 
Councilor  Shattuck  in  regard  to  proportional 
representation  voting  is  concerned,  if  proportional 
voting  could  not  be  recorded  on  the  machinery 
the  sale  would  not  take  place. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee  a  sup- 
plementary question,  as  to  approximately  how 
many  machines  in  his  opinion  would  be  necessary 
and  what  their  cost  would  be — what  the  cost  of 
purchase  would  be,  or,  if  the  machines  were  rented, 
what  their  annual  cost  would   be. 


Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  the  Election 
Commissioner  of  the  City  of  Boston  gave  two  sets 
of  figures,  one  supplementary,  based  on  what  the 
manufacturers  said.  Two  of  these  machines 
would  really  be  required  in  each  one  of  the  election 
precincts,  which  would  mean,  in  his  opinion,  800 
machines,  costing  around  $1,000  each,  or  a  total 
of  $800,000.  With  reference  to  the  comparative 
cost  of  outright  payment  or  taking  machines  on  a 
rental  basis,  the  committee  could  not  give  any 
exact  figures  on  that,  for  two  reasons.  In  the 
first  place,  both  companies  agree  that  their  prices 
could  be  reduced  under  a  bid  for  large  quantities. 
Second,  in  carrying  out  the  deferred  payment 
plan,  say  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years,  for  a  smaller 
number  than  800  machines,  the  price  would  be 
$1,080  each. 

The  report  was  accepted. 


CHILD   KILLED   IN  ROXBURY. 

Coun.  DOWD  and  BRACKMAN  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Welfare  Department, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  make  an  immediate 
investigation  of  conditions  at  home  of  child  killed 
recently  by  reason  of  a  falling  chimney  at  the 
Fenno  estate,  Roxbury. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  the  people  of 
Roxbury  were  greatly  shocked  by  the  killing  of  a 
young  boy  yesterday,  caused  by  a  falling  chimney. 
The  boy's  father  is  a  W.  P.  A.  laborer,  and  there 
was  no  insurance.  To  my  mind  it  would  seem  that 
there  must  have  been  some  negligence  on  the  part 
of  our  city  officials  in  allowing  such  a  condition  to 
exist,  this  threatening  chimney,  which  finally  fell 
and  killed  this  boy.  The  conditions  in  the  family 
are  very,  very  serious.  There  is  not  a  penny  in 
the  house,  and  there  is  not  five  cents  worth  of  in- 
surance. I  believe  the  least  the  city  should  do 
would  be  to  see  that  the  boy  is  provided  with  decent 
burial.  I,  accordingly,  ask  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
and  the  Public  Welfare  Department  to  see  that  this 
is  done. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT     OF    COMMITTEE      ON     JITNEY 
LICENSES. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY,  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Jitney  Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Rail- 
way (referred  November  22)  for  license  to  operate 
motor  vehicles  between  Dudley  street  station  and 
junction  of  Tremont  and  Dover  streets,  over 
Washington  street,  Dover  street,  Shawmut  avenue, 
Dwight  street  and  Tremont  street;  return  over 
Dover  street,  Washington  street  and  Warren  street 
— recommending  that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted,  under  usual 
conditional 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Johnson  Bus  Lines 
(referred  December  13)  for  license  to  operate 
motor  vehicles  from  Boston-Dedham  line  on  State 
route  1  to  Spring  street,  to  Centre  street,  to  Co- 
lumbus avenue,  to  Park  square  and  return  over 
same  route — recommending  that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


Adjourned  at  3.17  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
ROBERTS,  to  meet  on  Monday,  December  27, 
1937,  at  2  p.  m. 


CORRECTION. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council,  on  December 
13,  1937,  on  the  sewerage  loan  order  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Finance;  Councilor  Mellen  made 
these  remarks,  which  were  incorrectly  credited  to 
Councilor  George   A.   Murray: 

Coun.  MELLEN— Mr.  President,  without  at- 
tempting anything  in  the  way  of  rhetoric,  I  would 
just  like  to  answer  briefly  a  point  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Hyde  Park.  Nobody  disputes 
the  fact  that  these  men  should  be  put  at  work. 
It  is  simply  a  question  of  the  amount  needed. 
If  we  are  to  take  the  word  of  the  engineer  in  charge 
of  the  contemplated  project,  he  says  that  $100,0110 
is  needed  to  complete  the  project,  thai  thai  will 
adequately  take  care  of  I  lie  2,000  men  t  hal  W.  P.  A. 
proposes  to  put  on  the  rolls. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  December  27,  1937. 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  Faneuil 
Hall  at  2  p.  m.,  President  FITZGERALD  in  the 
chair.     Absent,  Coun.   Brackman  and  Roberts. 


Coun.  GALLAGHER  in  the  chair. 


TRANSFER      TO      BOSTON      HOUSING 

AUTHORITY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  received  a  request  from  the 
Boston  Housing  Authority  for  an  additional 
appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  further  defraying 
the  expenses  of  that  Authority.  I  send  herewith 
a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  Boston  Housing  Au- 
thority under  date  of  December  22,  1937,  for  your 
information.  I  therefore  submit  herewith  an 
order  transferring  the  sum  of  $1,000  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  the  Housing  Authority,  and  I 
respectfully  recommend  adoption  of  the.  accom- 
panying order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Boston  Housing  Authority,- 

December  22,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mansfield, — At  a  meeting  duly  held  on 
Wednesday,  December  22,   1937,  at  2.15,  at  the 
Hotel    Statler,    the    Boston    Housing    Authority 
voted  to  respectfully  request  an  appropriation  of 
$1,500  to  cover  initial  expenses  incidental  to  the 
duties  of  said  Authority,  and  further  requests  that 
a  loan   order  be  introduced  to  the  City  Council 
with  an  appropriate  message  to  this  end. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Harold   Field   Kellogg,   Chairman, 

For  the  Authority. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  section  26-T 
of  chapter  121  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended  by 
chapter  449  of  the  Acts  of  1935,  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  (1,000)  dollars,  additional  to  any  sum 
heretofore  appropriated,  be,  and  hereby  is,  appro- 
priated, to  be  expended,  by  Boston  Housing  Au- 
thority, for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  initial  costs 
and  expenses  of  said  Authority  deemed  necessary 
by  it  as  a  result  of  the  passage  by  Congress  of  the 
United  States  Housing  Act  of  1937,  including  the 
expenses  of  preparing  plans,  making  surveys  and 
the  like  in  connection  with  one  or  more  proposed 
projects  of  said  Housing  Authority,  said  sum  to  be 
transferred  from  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


OFFERS    FOR    TAX    TITLE    PROPERTIES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  letters  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  relating  lo 
offers  to  purchase  the  following  parcels  of  property, 
which  properties  were  acquired  from  foreclosure  of 
tax  titles  held  by  the  city: 

1.  Northeasterly  side  of  Townsend  street, 
Roxbury. 

2.  Northeasterly  side  of  Wachusett  street ,  Hyde 
Park. 

I  also  transmit  orders  authorizing  the  sales  of 
said  parcels.     The  prices  recited  in  the  orders  are 


minimum  prices,  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  having  stated  in  his  letters  that  the 
sale  of  these  premises  at  public  auction  with 
minimum  prices  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  city. 
I  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  these 
orders. 

■     Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

December  1,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — In   accordance   with   the   provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of   1935,  concerning  tax 
title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer  from 
Edna    Long,    2855    Washington   street,   Roxbury, 
Mass.,  for  the  vacant  land  located  on  Townsend 
street,   northeast  side,    Roxbury,   and   more   fully 
described  in  case  No.  8952,  file  A-961,  in  the  sum 
of  eight  hundred  dollars  ($800). 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  September  28,  1936, 
amount  to  one  thousand  and  one  dollars  and  ninety 
cents  ($1,001.90),  which  includes  the  nonpayment 
of  taxes  since  the  year  1932,  but  does  not  include 
interest. 

Attached  is  copy  of  letter  from  the  offerer, 
wherein  a  private  sale  is  asked  because  they  are 
optional  owners  of  adjoining  land.  The  offerer's 
agent  advises  that  if  they  acquire  this  vacant  land 
they  will  build  on  both  parcels. 

If  and  when  this  offer  is  approved  by  your  Honor 
and  the  City  Council,  I  will  then  proceed  to  sell 
on  the  foregoing  basis. 

Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings; 

2855  Washington  Street, 
Roxbury,  Mass., 

November  29,  1937. 
City  of  Boston,  Real  Estate  Division,  City  Hall, 
Boston. 
Dear  Sirs, — Inasmuch  as  Lam  the  optional  owner 
of  the  property  adjoining  the  parcel  of  land  on  the 
easterly  side  of  Washington  street,  bounded  on  the 
southerly  side  by  Townsend  street,  and  on  the 
northerly  side  by  Brinton  street,  more  specifically 
described  on  plate  27  of  the  Roxbury  Atlas,  and 
referred  to  in  file  A-961,  under  Townsend  street, 
I  would  like  very  much  to  buy  this  property  at  a 
private  sale. 

For  this  parcel  of  land  I  am  offering  eight 
hundred  dollars  ($800),  providing  the  title  can  be 
passed  to  me  before  January  1,  1938.  Hoping 
for  a  favorable  reply,  I  am, 

Very  truly  yours, 

Edna  Long. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
September  28,  1936,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemp- 
tion under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5442,  page  469,  to  land  situated  on  the 
northeasterly  side  of  Townsend  street  in  that  part 
of  Boston  called  Roxbury,  as  is  more  fully  de- 
scribed in  said  tax  deed;    and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said  premises 
has  been  made  by  Edna  Long  in  the  sum  of  $800; 
now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right, 
title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land  at  private 
sale  for  the  sum  of  $800;    and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  to  execute  and  deliver  to  the  purchaser 
of  said  land  a  written  instrument  satisfactory  in 
form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  said  City 
of  Boston  to  said  premises,  upon  the  payment  to 
it  of  the  sum  of  $800. 

City  of  Boston, 
-  Public  Buildings  Department, 

November  10,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Sir, — In   accordance   with   the   provisions 
of  chapter  3,  Ordinances  of   193.5,  concerning  tax 
title  property,  I  respectfully  submit  an  offer  from 
John  F.  Smith,  308  Boylston  street,  Boston,  Mass., 
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for  the  vacant  land  located  on  Wachusett  street, 
Hyde  Park,  being  lots  102,  103,  104,  and  more 
fully  described  in  case  No.  10797,  files  A-1465, 
A-1464,  A-1463,  respectively,  in  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  ($175.) 

The  costs  to  the  city  up  to  September  1,  1937, 
amount  to  fifty-eight  dollars  and  eight  cents 
($58.08)  on  lot  102  and  the  costs  to  the  city  up 
to  September  1,  1937,  amount  to  fifty-eight  dollars 
and  eight  cents  on  lot  103,  and  the  costs  to  the 
city  up  to  September  1,  1937,  amount  to  sixty 
dollars  and  fifty-eight  cents  ($60.58)  on  lot  104. 
These  figures  include  all  costs  except  interest. 

If  and  when  the  above  amount  of  one  hundred 
seventy-five  dollars  ($175)  is  approved  by  your 
Honor  and  the  City  Council,  the  property  will 
then  be  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The  figure  of 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  ($175),  will 
be  the  minimum  price  for  the  property  that  the 
city  is  willing  to  accept  and  will  be  announced  as 
the  first  bid  at  the  public  auction  sale. 

In  my  opinion,  it  will  best  serve  the  city's 
interests  to  proceed  on  the  foregoing  basis. 

Respectfully, 

Roswell  G.  Hall, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 
I    hereby    certify    that    the    within    amount    is 
correct. 

John  F.  Doherty, 

City  Collector. 

John  F.  Smith, 

Attorney-at-Law, 

308  Boylston  Street, 

Boston,  Mass., 

October  21,  1937. 
George  P.  Donovan,  Real  Estate  Division,  Public 
Buildings  Department,  Boston. 
Dear   Sir, — I   hereby  submit   offer   to   purchase 
lots  102,  103,  104  Wachusett  street,   Hyde  Park, 
for   one   hundred   and   seventy-five    (175)    dollars, 
Very  truly  yours, 

John  F.  Smith. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree 
of  the  Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District, 
dated  September  1,  1937,  foreclosed  the  right 
of  redemption  under  three  tax  deeds  recorded 
with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  5443,  page  195,  Book 
5443,  page  193,  and  Book  5443,  page  191,  re- 
spectively, to  land  situated  on  the  northeasterly 
side  of  Wachusett  street  in  that  part  of  Boston 
called  Hyde  Park,  as  is  more  fully  described  in 
said  tax  deeds;  and 

Whereas,  An  offer  to  purchase  the  said  prem- 
ises has  been  made  by  John  F.  Smith  in  the 
sum  of  $175;  now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  all  the  city's  right, 
title  and  interest  in  said  parcel  of  land  at  public 
auction  at  a  minimum  price  of  $175;  and  it  is 
hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  said  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  execute  and  deliver,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  the  pur- 
chaser of  said  land  a  written  instrument,  satis- 
factory in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  conveying  all  the  right,  title 
and  interest  of  said  City  of  Boston  in  said  prem- 
ises, upon  the  payment  to  it  of  the  sum  bid 
therefor  at  the  said  auction. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
and  Tax  Title  Property. 


VETO   OF   SIDEWALK   ORDER. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  27,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved 
and  without  my  signature  an  order  adopted  by 
your  Honorable  Body  on  December  20,  1937, 
for  the  installation  of  a  sidewalk,  with  granite 
edgestones,  along  Dorchester  avenue,  in  Ward  7, 
opposite  No.  742. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public- 
Works  that  an  inspection  shows  that  at  the  present 
lime  there  is  an  artificial  stone  sidewalk  at  this 


location,  and  that  apparently  an  error  was  made 
in  the  street  number  when  the  order  was  introduced 
into  the  City  Council.     Under  the  circumstances 
I  am  constrained  to  veto  the  order. 
Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Executive. 

Anna  Blumenthal,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  188  Wash- 
ington street. 

Edmund  J.  Burke,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  125  Park  street  by  truck. 

John  T.  Countie,  to  be  reimbursed  for  several 
judgments  issued  against  him. 

Harry  Davis,  to  be  reimbursed  for  judgment 
issued  against  him. 

James  T.  Farley,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Dorchester 
avenue. 

Harry  T.  Galvin,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to   car   caused    by   truck    of    Fire   Department. 

Max  Kneller,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothing  at  Columbia  Road  (lymnasium. 

Hans  Lesch,  for  rebate  on  malt  beverage  license. 

Frederick  A.  Met  Moan,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  97  Lexington  street  by 
falling  tree. 

Mrs.  Rahmy  Monsour.  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  42  Bennett  street,  caused 
by  water  being  shut  off. 

Miss  M.  Nelson,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  19  West  Third  street,  caused  by 
breaks  in  street. 

Mrs.  Ereena  Payashnick.  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  23  Chestnut  avenue, 
caused  by  collapse  of  water  boiler. 

Edward  Rigney,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execution 
issued  against  him. 

Elias  M.  Scoff,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  130  Commercial  street  by  bursting 
of  water  pipe. 

Emmanuel  and  Lewis  Zorzy  and  Paul  Kelley, 
for  compensation  for  injuries  and  damage  to 
truck  by  city  learn. 

Louis  Goldberg,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  wagon. 

Executive  Committee. 

Petition  of  Johnson  Bus  Lines.  Inc.,  for  license 
to  operate  motor  vehicles  from  Boston-Dedham 
line  on  State  Route  1  to  Park  square  and  return. 

Petition  of  Johnson  Bus  Lines.  Inc.,  for  license 
to  operate  motor  vehicles  from  Boston-Dedham 
line  to  Forest   Hills  station  and  return. 


INTEREST    IN    CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  William  H.  Ellis, 
member  of  Board  of  Appeal,  of  his  interest  in 
contract  of  W.  H.  Ellis  A  Son  Company  in  con- 
tract for  anchoring  bucking  log  on  Dorchester 
avenue,  in  rear  of  South  Station,  to  be  used  as  a 
snow  dump. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTABLE'S    BOND. 

The  constable's  bond  of  John  J.  Adams,  having 
been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  was 
received  and  approved. 


COMMISSIONER  OF   SCHOOL   BUILDINGS 

Notice  was  received  from  the  School  Committee 
of  election  on  December  20  of  William  L.  Baxter  as 
Commissioner  of  School  Buildings  for  three-year 
term  ending  December  1,  1940. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON 
ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA.  for  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  ordinance  (referred  December  20) 
concerning  business  of  barbering — recommending 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 


DECEMBER    27,    1937. 
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The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG— Mr.  President,  at  this 
time  I  am  going  to  ask  that  the  ordinance  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
Unfortunately,  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee I  was  unable  to  be  present,  due  to  illness, 
and  when  the  ordinance  was  presented  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Council,  with  the  favorable  report 
of  the  committee,  I  asked  unanimous  consent  to 
make  a  statement,  which  the  proponent  of  the 
ordinance  objected  to.  Thereby  I  was  deprived 
of  an  opportunity  to  make  a  statement  of  my 
position  concerning  this  proposed  ordinance. 
A  committee  representing  the  Dorchester  Master 
Barbers  Association  waited  upon  me  and  asked 
me  to  give'them  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  before 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  when  the  matter 
came  up.  That  was  my  purpose  on  the  floor  of 
the  Council  at  our  last  meeting  in  asking  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement.  Therefore, 
I  desire  to  have  the  ordinance  referred  back  to 
the  committee  so  that  these  people  may  be  given 
an  opportunity  to  be  heard,  so  that  they  may  have 
a  chance  to  register  the  viewpoint  of  the  Dor- 
chester Master  Barbers  Association.  Perhaps  we 
may  not  agree  with  their  point  of  view.  Still  I 
believe,  living  in  a  democracy,  that  we  ought  to 
give  everybody  interested  in  matters  of  this  kind 
an  opportunity  to  be  heard.  I  don't  think  there 
is  any  necessity  of  railroading  such  things  through. 
This  may  be  a  good  measure  to  pass,  but  I  cer- 
tainly believe  that  everybody  concerned  should 
be  given  an  opportunity  to  be  heard,  and  these 
barbers  of  Dorchester  to  whom  I  have  referred 
have  asked  for  that  opportunity.  There  isno 
rush  in  this  matter,  no  vital  necessity  demanding 
the  immediate  passage  of  the  ordinance.  The 
barbers  are  governed  by  state  rules  and  regula- 
tions, under  a  state  board,  and  there  are  inspectors 
continually  going  throughout  the  state.  The 
Mayor  himself  undoubtedly  took  whatever  time 
was  necessary  to  consider  the  matter  from  his 
point  of  view,  having  the  question  of  the  consti- 
tutionality of  the  ordinance  passed  upon  by  the 
Law  Department.  These  people  also  desire  to 
have  their  point  of  view  considered.  I  feel,  there- 
fore, in  justice  to  all  concerned  that  this  ordinance 
should  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  for  further 
consideration,  so  that  the  Master  Barbers  Associa- 
tion of  Dorchester  may  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
be  heard. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  in  answer 
to  the  previous  speaker,  let  me  say  this.  The 
subject  matter  of  this  ordinance  has  been  before 
this  body  for  the  past  three  or  four  months. 
The  previous  speaker,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  was  duly  notified  of  our 
meetings.  At  the  first  meeting  when  the  com- 
mittee took  up  the  matter  he  was  absent.  He 
was  not  sick  at  that  time.  There  were  invited  to 
be  present  at  that  meeting  all  those  whom  the 
committee  felt  in  duty  bound  to  invite,  and  at  a 
subsequent  meeting  of  the  committee,  held  last 
Thursday,  the  previous  speaker  was  again  notified 
and  was  again  absent.  He  says  he  was  sick,  but 
on  my  way  to  East  Boston,  lo  and  behold,  I  saw 
the  previous  speaker  standing  at  the  corner  of 
Washington  and  State  streets.  If  he  was  sick, 
what  was  he  doing  at  the  corner  of  Washington 
and  State  streets,  when  he  knew  that  there  was  a 
committee  meeting,  at  which  he  failed  to  appear? 
He  now  gets  up  here  and  makes  this  speech  about 
this  association.  It  is  the  first  time  I  have  heard 
the  name  of  that  Dorchester  association  mentioned. 
He  had  ample  opportunity  to  notify  that  associa- 
tion to  come  to  two  meetings  of  the  committee, 
but  there  was  no  representative  of  the  association 
there.  This  ordinance  represents  one  of  the  most 
humane  pieces  of  legislation  that  could  come  before 
this  body.  Its  enactment  will  regulate  the  hours 
of  barbers.  The  ordinance  has  been  approved 
by  the  Massachusetts  State  Band  of  Barbers, 
I  submit  that  the  previous  speaker  has  had. ample 
time  and  opportunity  to  have  the  views  of  those 
whom  he  represents  presented  before  this  meet- 
ing, which  will  perhaps  be  the  last  business  meet- 
ing of  the  Council,  and  if  anyone  was  asleep  at 
the  switch  he  is  the  one.  He  had  plenty  of  oppor- 
tunity to  attend  the  meeting  himself.  I  am  not 
going  to  ask  for  any  excuses  or  explanations  as  to 
why  he  was  absent  when  he  says  he  was  sick. 
On  last  Thursday,  I  want  to  remind  him  again, 
that  I  saw  him  myself  at  the  corner  of  Washington 
and  State  streets.  This  matter  has  been  before 
the  committee  for  the  last  three  months,  and  1  am 
going   to   ask    the    members    of    tin-    body    to   give 


the  utmost  consideration  to  this  humane  ordi- 
nance, which  affects  an  overworked  body  of  men, 
men  who  are  now  working  more  than  eleven 
hours  a  day.  I  think  we  should  pass  the  ordi- 
nance, unless  we  want  to  encourage  cut-throat 
competition  by  permitting  these  small  shops  to 
keep  open  any  number  of  hours.  I  say  it  is  not 
fair,  and  I  trust  that  the  members  will  vote  today 
for  the  passage  of  the  ordinance. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  the  gentle- 
man from  East  Boston  (Coun.  Selvitella)  has 
stated  that  due  notice  was  sent  to  parties  inter- 
ested. I  want  to  ask  him  through  you,  sir,  what 
persons  or  organizations  were  notified,  with 
particular  reference  to  barbers'  organizations  or 
those  interested  in  the  business. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  the 
Master  Barbers  Union  of  Boston.  Its  number 
does  not  come  to  my  mind,  but  they  represent  the 
owners  of  all  the  barber  shops  of  Boston;  also  the 
president  of  the  journeymen's  association  or  union, 
whose  membership  comprises  all  the  working 
barbers  of  Boston.  The  State  Board  of  Barbers 
was  also  notified,  and  I  think  everyone  whose 
name  was  submitted  to  us  was  given  an  invitation 
to  appear  at  our  meeting. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
say  just  a  word  in  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  case. 
I,  like  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Rosen- 
berg) had  a  Dorchester  delegation  wait  on  me, 
wishing  to  hold  up  action  on  this  ordinance.  I 
checked  up  on  the  matter  and  told  them  point 
blank  that  their  request  was  unreasonable.  At 
the  present  time  these  working  barbers  begin  at 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  stay  in  their 
shops  until  ten,  eleven  or  twelve  o'clock  at  night. 
I  don't  think  any  member  of  the  Council  wants 
any  man  or  group  of  men  working  twelve  or  fifteen 
hours  a  day.  Not  only  that,  but  it  is  unfair  to 
the  man  who  keeps  his  shop  open  a  reasonable 
number  of  hours.  The  petition  I  have  seen  for 
such  an  ordinance  comprises  97  per  cent  of  the 
barbers  of  Boston.  If  that  is  so,  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  must  give  it  very , serious  consideration. 
The  master  barbers  were  notified  to  appear  and 
did  appear  at  the  hearing,  and  the  same  with  the 
journeymen  barbers,  and  the  State  House  Board 
was  also  notified.  They  waited  on  the  Mayor. 
The  Mayor  did  not  like  the  ordinance  in  the 
original  form,  and  had  it  passed  upon  by  his  Law 
Department.  Those  interested  accepted  his 
recommendations  in  the  matter,  and  after  that  we 
should  be  satisfied.  If  those  people  are  satisfied, 
that  would  seem  to  be  sufficient.  I  submit  that 
there  is  no  ordinance  passed  here  or  in  any  place 
that  satisfies  100  per  cent  of  the  people  interested, 
but  I  do  say  that  any  man  running  any  kind  of  a 
barber  shop,  whether  in  Roxbury,  Dorchester  or 
any  other  section  of  the  city,  should  not  expect  to 
keep  open  and  to  keep  his  men  working  from 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  eleven  or  twelve 
at  night.  I  say  it  is  unfair,  and  that  after  all  we 
should  bow  to  the  wishes  of  the  97  per  cent  of 
journeymen  barbers  in  Boston  who  wish  to  have 
their  hours  from  eight  in  the  morning  until  seven 
at  night.  God  knows  -that  is  long  enough  for  any 
man  to  work. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG— Mr.  President,  I  appre- 
ciate the  stand  taken  by  certain  members  of  the 
Council  in  reference  to  the  barbers.  I,  too,  am 
interested  in  proper  labor  conditions  for  the 
barbers  or  for  those  engaged  in  any  trade  in  our 
city,' and  am  in  favor  of  any  settlement  tiiat  can 
be  arrived  at  without  hampering  business.  I  am 
always  interested  in  trying  to  improve  business 
conditions  not  only  in  the  city  but  in  the  state. 
Hut,  us  I  said  previously,  while  I  might  feel  that 
the  ordinance  as  drafted  is  a  good  one  to  pass, 
after  a  hearing  has  been  granted  to  those  inter- 
ested, I  do  feel  that,  as  long  as  the  Master  Barbers 
Association  in  Dorchester  desires  a  bearing  in  the 
matter,  its  request  should  be  granted.  I  so  be- 
lieve, even  if  I  might  not  agree  with  their  point  of 
view.  I  fed  that  it  is  only  fair  that  any  such 
association,  making  a  request  to  be  heard  upon  a 
matter  that  vitally  affects  them,  should  be  given 
an  opportunity  to  be  heard.  The  barbers  are  now 
being  governed  through  rules  and  regulations 
emanating  from  the  State  House.  When  the  fust 
meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  was 
called,  I  received  a  notice  of  the  meeting  onlj  on 
the  day  when  it  took  place,  when  it  was  impossible 
for  me  to  notify  the  members  of  the  Mastei 
Barber's  Association  of  Dorchester.  Not  only  that, 
but  I  did  not  know  what  was  coming  up  before 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances.     Therefore,   I  am 

now    asking    Hie    meinbeis    of    the    Council,    in    all 
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fairness,  to  let  this  lie  over,  so  that  a  meeting  of 
the  committee  may  be  held  and  a  hearing  given 
to  the  members  of  this  barbers'  association.  If  it 
then  seems  that  the  ordinance  should  pass,  I 
would  certainly  favor  its  passage.  I  do,  however, 
feel  that  a  hearing  should  be  given  to  these  people 
who  desire  it,  that  that  is  their  right  under  our 
form  of  government.  The  Mayor  has  taken  his 
time  in  the  matter  and  has  submitted  the  ordi- 
nance to  the  Law  Department  for  examination, 
and  I  am  now  going  to  ask,  in  all  fairness,  that 
the  Dorchester,  Mass.,  barbers'  association  who 
did  not  appear  at  the  hearing  be  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  be  heard.     Therefore,  I  press  my  motion. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I,  too,  am  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  I 
am  certainly  not  in  favor  of  sweat-shop  conditions. 
But  I  do  believe,  on  an  ordinance  of  this  kind, 
that  those  interested  should  have  the  same  cour- 
tesy shown  to  them  that  any  one  of  the  twenty- 
two  members  of  the  Council  would  expect  to  have 
shown  to  him  under  similar  circumstances.  I  am 
not  interested  in  the  question  of  whether  another 
member  of  the  committee,  who  was  supposed  to 
be  sick,  was  standing  on  his  feet  at  the  time  of  the 
meeting  on  the  corner  of  Washington  and  State 
streets.  I  am  not  interested  in  any  of  those 
matters.  My  personal  belief,  however,  is  that  if 
the  Dorchester  barbers  desire  to  be  heard,  they 
should  be  given  that  opportunity.  If  they  are 
keeping  unnecessarily  long  hours,  are  encouraging 
sweat-shop  conditions,  what  they  might  have  to 
say  would  be  of  little  interest  to  me.  I  do  no) 
think,  however,  that,  this  body  should  put  itself 
in  the  position  of  refusing  to  individuals  I  lie  cour- 
tesy of  coming  in  and  being  heard,  when  they  re- 
quest it,  as  stated  by  the  councilor  from  Ward  11 
(Coun.  Rosenberg).  In  my  opinion,  this  mailer 
cannot  be  of  such  crying  necessity  thai  it  cannot 
be  held  over  until  another  meeting,  especially 
when  we  are  to  have  another  meeting  of  the  bod 
this  week.  Referring  to  one  item  in  the  ordi- 
nance, I  frankly  admit  that  it  strikes  me  not  too 
favorably  that  when  the  ordinance  was  first  passed 
it  was  vetoed  by  the  Mayor  and  that  it  now  app 
that  an  exception  is  made  in  favor  of  Bweat-shop 
hours  in  the  hotels  and  railroad  terminals  of  the 
city.  I  don  t  know  why  such  exemptions  should 
be  made,  unless  those  places  have  special  influenci 
with  the  Mayor's  office.  It  reminds  one  of  the 
favoritism  that  is  shown  to  certain  taxicab  com- 
panies. I  cannot  see  any  injury  thai  would 
happen  to  any  person  by  putting  this  over  until 
our  next  meeting  in  this  same  week.  I  am  par- 
ticularly in  favor  of  putting  it  over  in  view  of  the 
treatment  accorded  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14 
(Coun.  Rosenberg)  when  he  was  not  given  an 
opportunity  at  a  previous  meeting  to  stale  his 
position  in  the  matter.  I  cannot  see  why  he 
should  not  have  been  given  an  opportunity  in 
speak,  with  unanimous  consent,  when  this  par- 
ticular ordinance  came  up.  I  don  I  think  ilia  I 
looks  particularly  well  on  the  record.  I  think 
both  he  and  his  constituents  should  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  be  heard. 

Coun.  Rosenbergs  motion  to  recommit  the 
ordinance  was  declared  lost. 

Coun.  ROSENBERG  doubted  the  vote  ami 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  lost,  yeas  6,  nays  12: 

Yeas — Coun.  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Peter  J.  Fitz- 
gerald, George  A.  Murray,  Rosenberg,  Shattuck, 
Wilson — 6. 

Nays — Coun.  Agnew,  Doherty,  Dowd.  Gal- 
lagher, Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy,  McGrath,  Mellen, 
Peter  A.  Murray,  Selvitella,  Tobin — 12. 

The  ordinance  was  passed. 


CONFIRMATION   OF   CONSTABLE. 

Coun.  AGNEW  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  bv  the 
Mayor  December  13,  1937,  of  Charles  J.  McGrath. 
to  be  a  Constable  of  the  City  of  Boston,  without 
power  to  serve  civil  process  and  to  serve  without 
bond. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  may  I  ask 
whether  this  person  named  is  to  be  a  constable 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  probably  employed  at  a 
salary  of  $1,600  or  $1,800  a  year,  and  how  many 
such  constables  there  are? 


Chairman  GALLAGHER — In  answer  to  your 
first  question  I  would  say  that  it  seems  so,  and  to 
your  second  question,  about  one  hundred. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President.  I  would 
like  to  ask  further  why  in  the  closing  days  of  this 
administration,  when  there  is  only  one  more 
week  to  go,  it  is  important  to  appoint  a  constable 
whom  the  next  administration  pays  for?  I  think 
it  is  a  very  high-handed  proceeding,  and  I  cer- 
tainly cannot  see  the  necessity  of  putting  such  a 
man  on  the  job  at  this  day  and  hour. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER — I  cannot  answer 
for  the  Mayor. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  I  might  state 
in  answer  that  the  present  Mayor  of  Boston  is 
doing  the  same  thing — only  offending  to  an  100 
limes  greater  extent — in  placing  men  on  the  pay- 
roll lo  embarrass  the  succeeding  administration. 
I  hat  he  himself  complained  of  and  criticized 
Mayor  f'urley  for  in  embarrassing  him.  And 
I  might  say  that  it  is  what  has  happened  not  only 
in  the  case  of  the  present  Mayor  and  in  the  case  of 
Mayor  Curley,  but  all  the  other  mayors  we  ever 
had. 

(oun.  AGNEW  Mr.  President,  in  furtherance 
of  the  idea  advanced  by  the  counciloi  from  Ward  S 
(Coun,  Dowd).  may  I  say.  with  reference  to  the 
way  in  which  the  present  Mayor  is  embarrassing 
his  successor  by  placing  men  at  work  before  he 
goes  out  of  office,  that  he  has  carried  that  practice 
to  a  far  greater  extent  than  any  mayor  who  has 
preceded  him.  both  through  exorbitant  increases 
in  the  salaries  of  present  employees  during  the 
dying  days  of  his  administration  and  by  increase 
nig  the  number  of  employees  and  their  salaries. 
in  some  ca-es  increases  a-  high  a^  $1,000  a  year 
being  given  to  a  clerk  in  the  employ  of  the  city. 
So.  when  the  councilor  from  Ward  .",  (Coun. 
shattuck)  wishes  '<>  criticize  the  appointment 
cons  i    year   for  a   certain   Bhort 

period,  let  him  consider  what  the  Mayor  is  actually 
doing  in  increasing  the  expenses  oi  'he  city  for 
employees     and    thereby   adding   to   the   burden 

!<i air  citizens  and  upon  the  incoming  Mayor, 

in   the  dying  hours  of  his  administration     a  far 
ei   handicap  than  is  represented  in  the  salary 
■  ■I'  i  his  constable  for  a  few  weeks. 

Cuii,.    SHATTUCK      Mr.     President.     I    move 
that     when     the     vote  is     taken    on    confirm; 
it  be  by  roll  call. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll  and  the  appointment 
was  confirmed,  yeas  17.  nays  1: 

Vcas  ((Mm.  Agnew,  Doherty,  Dowd.  Finley, 
John  I     I  Id,  Peter  .1.    Fitzgerald.   Gallagher. 

Harris,  Kerrigan,  Kilroy,  McGrath,  Mellen.  Ga 
A.    Murray,    Petei    A.    Murray,    Rosenberg,    Sel- 
vitella, Tobin     17. 

Nays     Coun.  Shattuck — 1. 


SEWERAGE    WORKS    I. DAN". 

Chairman  GALLAGHER  called  up.  '  under 
unfinished   busii \,  .    j   on   the  calendar,   viz.: 

2.  Ordered.  That  under  the  provisions  ol 
Hon  1  of  chapter  178  of  the  Acts  of  1930  and  section 
■  i  ul  chapter  224  of  the  Acts  of  1936,  the  sum  of 
niie  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  (180,000) 
dollars  be.  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  WOrks.  f,,r  the  Construction  of 
Sewerage  Works,  and  that  the  City  Treasurer  l>e 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the 
request  ,,f  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

On  December  13.  1937,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas   IS.  nays 

The  question  came  on  giving"  the  order  its 
second  and   final   reading  and   passage. 

Coun.!  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President. 
I  move  that  the  matter  be  considered  bv  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  and  that  Colonel  Sullivan  and 
Mr.  Dakin  be  sent  for. 

Coun.    Murray's   motion   was  carried. 

Chairman  GALLACHER— The  Chair  will 
state  that  the  matter  for  the  time  being  will 
remain  on  the  calendar,  but  that  Colonel  Sullivan 
and  Mr.  Dakin  will  be  sent  for  at  our  executive 
meeting,  and  that  action  can  be  taken  by  the 
Council  after  the  executive  meeting. 

Later  in  the  session  Chairman  GALLAGHER 
called  up  the  order,  and  the  question  came  on  its 
final  reading  and  passage. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
two  weeks  ago  I  made  a  statement  that  all  the 
money   necessary   to   employ  the   1,800   men   con- 
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templated  by  the  Sewer  Department  of  the  city 
would  be  $105,000.  I  had  in  mind  at  that  time 
the  fact  that  we  had  already  appropriated  $75,000 
the  week  previous,  which  order  came  up  for  second 
reading  last  week.  Last  week  I  voted  for  that 
$75,000.  I  am  given  to  understand  today  that 
the  $75,000  that  we  passed  was  for  contract  work 
and  that,  in  order  to  keep  the  1,800  men  employed, 
it  will  be  necessary  also  to  pass  this  $180,000. 
Therefore,  I  shall  vote  for  the  order. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  18,  nays — Coun.  Mellen — 1. 


AUCTION  OF  TAX  TITLE  PROPERTIES. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER  called  up,  under  un- 
finished business,  No.  3  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

3.  Order  for  the  sale  at  public  auction,  at 
stated  minimum  prices,  of  parcels  of  tax  title 
properties,  viz.: 

1.  387-393  Bowdoin  street,  Dorchester. 

2.  Southwesterly  side  of  Metropolitan  avenue, 
Hyde  Park. 

On  December  13,  1937,  the  foregoing  orders 
were  read  once  and  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  16,  nays — Coun.  Dowd,  George 
A.  Murray— 2. 


SIDEWALK   ON   ELEANOR   STREET. 

Coun.  AGNEW  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
make  a  sidewalk  along  Eleanor  street,  both  sides, 
from  Cambridge  street  to  Ridgemont  street, 
Ward  21,  in  front  of  the  estates  bordering  thereon; 
said  sidewalk  to  be  from  3  to  10  inches  above  the 
gutter  adjoining,  to  be  from  5'to  12  feet  in  width, 
and  to  be  built  of  artificial  stone,  with  granite 
edgestones,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196 
of  the  Special  Acts  of  1917. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.37  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  PETER  J.  FITZGERALD,  to  take  a 
recess  subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chair.  The 
members  reassembled  and  were  called  to  order  by 
Chairman  GALLAGHER  at  3.38  p.  m.  - 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Johnson  Bus  Lines, 
Inc.  (referred  today)  for  license  to  operate  motor 
vehicles  from  Boston-Dedham  line  on  state 
route  1  to  Park  square  and  return — recommending 
that  license  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  license  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Johnson  Bus  Lines, 
Inc.  (referred  today)  for  license  to  operate  motor 
vehicles  from  Boston-Dedham  line  to  Forest  Hills 
Elevated  Station  and  return — recommending  that 
license  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  license  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  appropriation  of  $1,000  to  be 
expended  by  Boston  Housing  Authority — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed,  yeas  16,  nays — 
Coun.  Shattuck,  Wilson — 2. 


REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE     ON     JITNEY 
LICENSES. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY,  for  the  Committee 
on  Jitney  Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  (referred  August  30)  to  operate 
motor  vehicles  between  Rowes  Wharf  and  D 
street  and  Northern  avenue — recommending  that 
leave  be  granted. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Coun.  MeGKATH. 


COUNCIL   USE   OF   OLD    ALDERMANIC 
CHAMBER. 

Coun.  JOHN  I.  FITZGERALD  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  direct  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  to  arrange  the  old  Aldermanie  Chamber 
on  the  second  floor  of  City  Hall  for  the  meetings 
of  the  Boston  City  Council,  pending  repairs  to  the 
present  chamber  occupied  by  the  members  of  the 
Council. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   CLAIMS. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  John  F.  Petitti  (re- 
ferred August  30)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of 
judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  motor  vehicle  belong  to  Bos- 
ton Police  Department — recommending  passage 
of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($2,750)  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  John  F.  Petitti  in  reimbursement  for 
amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging 
to  the  Boston  Police  Department,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  order  declared  passed. 

Passage  of  the  order  was  reconsidered  on  motion 
of  Coun.  WILSON. 

Coun.  WILSON— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
know  what  the  $2,750  represents. 

Chairman  GALLAGHER— The  clerk  will  read 
the  letter  from  the  Law  Department: 

The  clerk  read  the  letter  referred  to,  as  follows: 
City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  December  27,  1937. 
Henry  E.  Foley,  Esq., 

Corporation     Counsel,      11     Beacon     Street, 
Boston. 
In  re  John  F.  Petitti  vs.  City  of  Boston  (Case  of 
Michael  Welch,  deceased). 

Dear  Sir, — The  petition  of  John  Petitti  referred 
to  this  department  by  the  Committee  on  Claims 
has  been  examined  and  I  recommend  that  an 
award  of  $2,750  be  made  in  settlement  of  this 
claim. 

The  petitioner  is  a  police  officer  and  while 
acting  in  the  performance  of  his  duty  May  30, 
1933,  was  operating  a  police  car  when  he  struck 
and  killed  one  Michael  Welch.  At  the  time  of 
the  accident  the  officer  was  pursuing  another  car 
operated  by  a  suspected  criminal.  The  adminis- 
tratrix of  the  deceased  brought  suit  against  Petitti 
and  the  operator  of  the  other  car.  The  Court 
entered  a  finding  against  Petitti  in  the  sum  of 
$4,095.58,  which  with  interest  and  costs  up  to  the 
present  time  amounts  to  approximately  $4,200. 
After  many  conferences  with  attorney  repre- 
senting the  plaintiff  it  has  been  agreed,  subject 
to  the  allowance  of  this'  petition,  that  the  sum  of 
$2,750  will  be  accepted  in  full  settlement  of  the 
judgment. 

When  the  caes  was  tried  in  the  Superior  Court 
the  petitioner  was  represented  by  James  A.  Dorsey, 
Assistant  Corporation  Counsel. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Joseph  T.  Brennan, 
Assistant  Corporation  Counsel. 
Approved: 

By  H.  E.  Foley, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

The  order  was  passed. 


DELIVERY   OF   LIBRARY    BOOKS. 

Coun.  TOBIN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That,  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  confer  with  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
relative  to  the  advisability  of  establishing  a  delivery 
service  of  library  books  at  a  school  in  the  Meeting 
House  Hill  section  of  Dorchester. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


THE    NEXT    MEETING. 

The  Council  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  JOHN  I. 
FITZGERALD,  that  when  it  adjourn  it  be  to 
meet  on  Friday,  December  31,  1937,  at  11  a.  in. 
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PRICE   OF   MILK. 

Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  of  Boston  consider 
the  advisability  of  requesting  career  officials  who 
will  remain  in  office  after  the  present  administra- 
tion leaves,  to  study  the  New  York  City  set-up, 
where  milk  is  sold  for  nine  cents  a  quart,  with  a 
view  to  ascertaining  whether  or  not  some  such  sys- 
tem could  not  be  inaugurated  in  Boston. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  ask  that 
this  article  from  the  New  York  Herald  Tribune  of 
December  24  may  be  inserted  in  our  minutes. 

(The  article  was  as  follows: 

Milk  to  be  Sold  In  Citt  Markets  at  Nine 
Cents  a  Quart. 

As  part  of  his  drive  to  reduce  the  cost  of  living 
in  the  city  Mayor  F.  H.  LaGuardia  yesterday 
announced  that  he  had  completed  plans  whereby 
five  independent  milk  companies  will  sell  Grade 
B  pasteurized  bottled  milk  directly  to  the  public 
in  ten  markets  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Markets,  Weights  and 
Measures,  beginning  next  Monday. 

The  milk  will  sell  for  nine  cents  a  quart,  which, 
according  to  Commissioner  William  Fellowes 
Morgan,  Jr.,  is  two  cents  less  than  the  price  now 
paid  by  persons  who  are  expected  to  patronize 
the  market  stands.  While  the  price  of  unad- 
vertised  brands  in  small  stores  is  11  cents,  the 
price  charged  by  the  major  companies  ranges 
from  13  cents  in  the  stores  to  14  cents  delivered 
at  the  house. 

The  Mayor's  announcement,  made  after  a  con- 
ference with  Mr.  Morgan,  was  seen  as  t lie  begin- 
ning of  his  attack  on  the  large  milk  companies, 
which  he  assailed  early  last  month  when  they 
raised  the  price  of  milk  one  cent  a  quart.  At  that 
time  he  termed  the  rise  "unjustified"  and  warned 
that  if  he  did  not  get  cooperation  the  "city  will 
have  to  look  around  and  see  what  it  can  do  to 
protect  itself." 

Further  Plans  Studied. 

During  the  past  two  months  there  have  been 
numerous  protests  by  social  service  and  labor 
groups  against  the  increase  and  the  American 
Labor  party  has  advocated  creation  of  a  milk 
cooperative,  composed  of  producers  and  con- 
sumers, to  eliminate  the  middleman.  Establish- 
ment of  a  city  milk  plant  to  act  as  a  "yardstick" 
to  determine  the  cost  of  distribution  has  also  been 
urged. 

In  announcing  the  new  plan,  the  Mayor  clearly 
indicated  that  while  he  considered  it  a  step  in  the 
right  direction,  lie  still  was  not  satisfied.  Mr. 
Morgan  and  he  are  working  together  on  additional 
plans  for  solving  the  troublesome  milk  question, 
he  disclosed,  but  he  did  not  indicate  what  course 
would  be  followed. 

The  present  plan  calls  for  the  companies  to 
rent  space  from  the  city  in  the  ten  markets  in 
Brooklyn,  Manhattan  and  the  Bronx  and  to  sell 
milk  either  from  trucks  or  from  stands  at  these 
spots.  Health  Department  regulations,  the  Mayoi 
said,  will  be  observed  strictly  and  the  companies 
are  expected  to  supply  50,000  quarts  a  day — the 
amount  to  be  increased  later. 

The  nine-cent  price  is  only  one  cent  more  than 
is  charged  in  city  milk  depots  serving  the  poor. 
There  will  be  a  three-cent  deposit  on  bottles  and 
the  milk  will  be  on  sale  from  6  a.  m.  to  noon,  or 
at  a  modified  schedule  to  be  arranged  in  each 
locality. 


Business  Proposition. 

"Of  course,  this  is  a  business  proposition," 
Mr.  Morgan  said.  "The  companies  will  pay  the 
city  the  regular  fee  for  operating  in  our  markets. 
There  will  be  a  saving  of  two  cents  a  quart,  and 
this  will  be  accounted  for  by  elimination  of  various 
charges,  such  as  commissions  w:hich  might  other- 
wise have  to  be  paid,  extra  free  ice  and  general 
delivery  savings  due  to  increased  volume.  The 
principle  of  the  plan  is  that  the  companies  will  do 
business  in  our  open-air  and  enclosed  markets, 
where  there  is  highly  concentrated  buying  power." 

The  ten  places  at  which  the  milk,  to  be  sold  at 
five  cents  under  the  present  delivered  price  charged 
by  the  large  companies,  will  be  on  sale  follow: 

Park  Avenue  Market,  at  112th  street  and  Park 
avenue  (three  stands). 

Southeast  corner  of  Rivington  and  Willett 
streets. 

Northeast  corner  of  Rivington  and  Orchard 
streets. 

Northwest  corner  of  Bathgate  avenue  and  174th 
street,  the  Bronx. 

Southwest  corner  of  137th  street  and  St.  Ann's 
avenue,  the  Bronx. 

Southwest  corner  of  Havemeyer  and  South 
Second  streets,  Brooklyn. 

Southeast  corner  of  Thirteenth  avenue  and 
Thirty-ninth  street,  Brooklyn. 

Southeast  corner  of  Moore  and  Merrell  streets, 
Brooklyn. 

Northeast  corner  of  Avenue  C  and  Seventh 
street. 

Southwest  corner  of  Belmont  avenue  and  Stone 
street,  Brooklyn. 

Approval  of  the  plan  as  a  step  in  the  right 
direction  was  given  last  night  by  Dr.  Caroline 
Whitney,  chairman  of  the  Milk  Consumers  Pro- 
tective Committee,  and  Joseph  Haslun,  a  member 
of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Consumers  and  Farmers 
on  the  Formation  of  a  Consumer-Farmer  Co- 
operative. Doctor  Whitney  saw  the  move  as 
indicating  the  city's  awareness  of  the  problem. 
but  suggested  that  to  make  the  milk  available  at 
such  a  price  to  still  more  people,  certain  inde- 
pendent storekeepers,  willing  to  take  a  small 
mark-up.  be  brought  in.  Mr.  Haslun  felt  "the 
milk  monopoly"  would  now  see  that  it  has  lost 
the  good  will  of  the  consumers.) 

Coun.  NORTON — I  might  say  that  this  does 
not  refer  to  the  milk  that  is  given  away.  It  is 
sold  in  different  sections  of  New  York  City  by 
private  companies  at  nine  cents  per  quart. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CONGRATULATIONS    TO    POLICE    COM- 
MISSIONER   TIMILTY. 

Cnuii  NORTON — Mr.  President,  by  direction 
of  Police  Commissioner  Timilty,  for  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  our  city  during  the  Christmas 
period,  every  police  station  in  Boston  made  plans 
to  present  gifts  to  hundreds  of  poor  children  in  the 
different  districts.  It  is  a  splendid  idea  and  makes 
the  policemen  friends  instead  of  enemies  of  the 
children.  It  is  in  line  with  the  best  and  most 
scientific  police  thought  of  the  country.  There- 
fore. I  congratulate  the  Police  Commissioner  and 
the  department  upon  this  splendid  piece  of  work. 


Adjourned  at  3.52  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
K1LROY,  to  meet  on  Friday,  December  31,  1937. 
at   1 1  a.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Friday,  December  31,  1937. 
Final  meeting  of  the   City  Council  in  Faneuil 
Hall  at  11  a.  m.    President  FITZGERALD  in  the 
chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Finley  and  Roberts. 


VETO   OF   SIDEWALK   ORDER. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  29,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved  and 
without  my  signature  an  order  adopted  by  your 
Honorable  Body  on  December  27,  1937,  for  the 
installation  of  an  artificial  stone  sidewalk  along 
both  sides  of  Eleanor  street,  in  Ward  21,  from 
Cambridge  street  to  Ridgemont  street. 

I  am  not  informed  that  there  is  any  emergency 
which  calls  for  the  construction  of  this  sidewalk 
and  feel  that  it  should  be  referred  to  the  next 
administration.  Under  the  circumstances  I  am 
constrained  to  veto  the  order. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


VETO  OF  JOHNSON  BUS  LINES  PETITION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  28,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved  and 
without  my  signature  the  application  for  a  license 
to  operate  nine  motor  buses  in  the  City  of  Boston 
on  the  petition  of  the  Johnson  Bus  Lines,  Inc.  I 
have  been  informed  that  an  amended  application 
is  to  be  filed  by  the  petitioner  and  that  it  does  not 
wish  the  present  petition  to  be  further  considered. 
Under  these  conditions  I  am  constrained  to  veto 
the  application. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.   Mansfield,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION  FROM  PARKMAN  FUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  30,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners requesting  the  transfer  of  the  sum  of 
$1,242.70  from  the  income  of  the  George  F. 
Parkman  Fund  to  the  Maintenance  and  Improve- 
ment of  the  Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on 
January  12,  1887. 

I  submit  herewith  an  appropriation  order  and 
respectfully  recommend  its  immediate  passage  by 
your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  29,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — By  vote  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners you  are  respectfully  asked  to  request 
the  City  Council  to  transfer  from  the  income  of 
the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  the  sum  of  $1,242.70, 
which   is   the   final   balance,  now  available,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners,  as  follows: 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on 
January  12,  1887,  Maintenance 
and  Improvement  of $1,242  70 


When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for  the 
year  1937  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  yearly  income 
of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  was  deducted 
from  Item  A— 1,  Permanent  Employees,  with  the 
understanding  that  this  deduction  was  to  be  re- 
placed by  the  total  yearly  income  of  said  Parkman 
Fund  for  1937,  to  be  transferred  as  it  accrued  from 
time  to  time  during  the  year  to  the  regular  main- 
tenance appropriation  of  the  Park  Department. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  two 
hundred  forty-two  dollars  seventy  cents  ($1 ,242.70) 
be,  and  hereby  is  appropriated  from  the  income 
of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for 
the  Maintenance  and  Improvement  of  the  Com- 
mon and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January  12,  1887, 
as  follows: 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on 
January  12,  1887,  Maintenance 
and  Improvement  of $1,242  70 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  0. 


BOSTON     ELEVATED     RAILWAY     BUS 
PETITION. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  31,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  letters  from  the 
Italian  Line,  the  French  Line,  and  the  American- 
Hawaiian  Line,  calling  attention  to  the  expiration 
of  the  license  of  the  Rawding  Lines  to  carry  pas- 
sengers, and  the  very  serious  situation  which  would 
result  along  the  waterfront  if  some  arrangement 
is  not  made  for  the  transportation  of  persons  who 
formerly  used  the  Rawding  Line  buses.  That 
line  will  discontinue  service  on  January  1,  1938, 
and  I  am  informed  that  their  buses  have  been 
purchased  by  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Com- 
pany. 

I  am  also  informed  that  there  has  been  pending 
before  your  Honorable  Body  since  August  24, 
1937,  a  petition  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  for  a  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  passengers  between 
Rowe's  Wharf  and  the  Fish  Pier  in  Boston,  which 
if  granted  will  allow  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  to  continue  the  service  formerly  rendered 
by  the  Rawding  Lines.  If  this  license  is  not 
granted  and  the  service  terminated,  many  persons 
will  be  greatly  inconvenienced. 

Under  these  conditions  I  respectfully  suggest 
the  importance  of  considering  and  definitively 
disposing  of  the  pending  petition  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  at  the  earliest  possible 
time. 

Respectfully, 
Frederick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


VETO  OF  BARBER  SHOP  ORDINANCE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  31,  1937. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  disapproved 
and  without  my  signature  the  order  adopted 
by  your  Honorable  Body  on  December  27,  1937, 
purporting  to  regulate  the  operation  of  barber 
shops   within   the   city. 

Personally,  I  think  it  might  be  a  good  thing 
to  regulate  the  hours  of  labor  of  barbers  and 
with  the  recent  amendment  to  the  order  exempting 
barber  shops  in  hotels,  clubs  and  railroad  terminals 
from  its  operation,  I  was  strongly  inclined  to  sign 
it;  but  I  am  in  receipt  of  an  opinion  by  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
transmitted,  in  which  I  am  advised  that  the  City 
Council  is  without  legal  power  or  authority  to 
regulate  and  control  barber  shops  in  the  manner 
sought  by  the  proposed  ordinance.  The  city  may 
adopt  by-laws  which  are  not  repugnant  to  the 
general  law,  just  as  any  corporation,  whether 
municipal  or  private,  may  do,  but  it  is  apparent, 
from  the  opinion  and  the  Massachusetts  cases 
cited  therein,  that  a  measure  such  as  the  one 
contemplated  may  not  be  legally  adopted. 
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I  am  aware  of  the  existence  in  other  jurisdictions 
of  judicial  opinions  which  seem  to  uphold  the 
power  of  City  Councils  in  other  municipalities 
to  enact  such  ordinances,  but  the  Corporation 
Counsel  is  of  the  opinion  that  in  each  instance  the 
municipalities  involved,  because  of  the  laws 
peculiar  to  those  municipalities  or  to  the  states 
in  which  they  are  situated,  have  certain  rights 
which  may  authorize  the  adoption  of  such  ordi- 
nances but  which  are  not  applicable  to  Boston 
and  to  municipalities  within  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts. 

Under  these  conditions  it  is  plain  that  the  pro- 
posed ordinance  is  invalid  and  that  my  signature 
thereto  would  not  validate  it. 

Under  these  conditions  and  upon  these  considera- 
tions I  am  constrained  to  veto  the  order. 
Respectfully, 
Fredeeick  W.  Mansfield,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  December  30,  1937. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Mansfield, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Mr.    Mayor, — You    have    requested    me 
to  advise  you  as  to  whether  or  not  the  following 
form   of   ordinance   passed    by   the   City    Council 
of  the  City  of  Boston  will  be  valid  if  approved 
by  you: 

"Section  1.  No  person,  persons,  firm  or 
corporation  shall  open,  conduct,  maintain 
or  operate  a  barber  shop  for  revenue,  pay, 
free  or  otherwise  in  the  City  of  Boston,  Suffolk 
County,  Massachusetts,  unless  such  person, 
persons,  firm  or  corporation  shall  have  been 
duly  licensed  by  the  mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston 
for  such  purpose. 

Section  2.  The  annual  fee  for  such  license 
shall  be  two  dollars.  All  such  licenses  shall 
expire  at  midnight  on  the  31st  day  of  January 
of  each  year  when  such  license  is  taken  out  or 
issued.  After  the  31st  day  of  July,  of  any 
year,  the  fee  shall  be  one-half  (})  of  said  sum. 

Section  3.  No  transfer  of  license,  either 
as   to  person  or  place  shall  be  permitted. 

Section  4.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  per- 
son, persons,  firm  or  corporation  operating  or 
maintaining  a  barber  shop  except  in  hotels, 
clubs  or  railroad  terminal  stations  to  allow  the 
view  to  the  interior  at  any  time  to  be  obstructed 
by  the  use  of  blinds,  shades,  screens,  painted  or 
frosted  glass,  or  any  other  device  to  prevent  a 
free  and  unobstructed  view  from  the  outside 
of  such  barber  shop. 

Section  5.  With  the  provision  that  this 
section  shall  not  apply  to  barber  shops  conducted 
in  connection  with  hotels,  clubs,  or  the  railroad 
terminal  stations,  it  shall  be  unlawful  for 
any  person,  persons,  firm  or  corporation  operat- 
ing, maintaining  or  conducting  any  barber 
shop,  or  any  place  wherein  barbering  is  done 
in  the  City  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  to  per- 
mit to  be  open  for  the  business  of  barbering 
for  revenue,  pay,  free  or  otherwise,  before  eight 
o'clock  a.  m.  and  after  seven  o'clock  p.  m. 
on  the  following  days,  to  wit:  Monday,  Tues- 
day, Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday  of  each 
and  every  week;  on  Saturday  of  each  and  every 
week  and  on  all  days,  previous  to  the  following 
holidays,  to  wit:  New  Year's  Day,  Washing- 
ton's Birthday,  Patriots'  Day,  Decoration  Day, 
Bunker  Hill  Day,  Fourth  of  July,  Labor  Day, 
Columbus  Day,  Armistice  Day,  Thanksgiving 
Day,  and  Christmas  to  open  at  eight  o'clock 
a.  m.  and  close  at  nine  o'clock  p.  m.  and  on 
each  of  the  herein  mentioned  legal  holidays 
all  barber  shops  shall  be  closed  all  day. 

Section  6.  Any  person,  persons,  firm  or 
corporation  who  violates  any  of  the  provisions 
of  the  next  preceding  sections  shall  be  deenaed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  upon  conviction 
thereof  shall  be  fined  for  the  first  offense  not 
more  than  ten  dollars  and  for  the  second  offense 
not  more  than  twenty  dollars  and  each  day  of 
the  violation  of  said  ordinance  shall  constitute 
a  separate  offense. 

Section  7.  Nothing  in  this  ordinance  shall 
be  construed  to  refer  to  a  beauty  shop,  so-called, 
or  a  hairdressing  parlor,  so-called,  patronized 
exclusively   by   females." 

Sections  1,  2  and  3  of  said  form  of  ordinance 
provide  for  the  licensing  of  barber  shops.  While 
they  are  not  related  in  terms  to  section  5,  it  is 
apparent  that  the  license  referred  to  therein  is 
required  to  facilitate  enforcement  of  the  pro- 
visions of  section  5  regulating  the  hours  during 


which  barber  shops  may  be  operated.      Section  4 
appears  to  bave  the  same  end  in  view. 

The  legislative  powers  of  municipal  corporations 
in  this  Commonwealth  are  limited  to  those  ex- 
pressly or  impliedly  conferred  by  the  Common- 
wealth. Unless,  therefore,  statutory  authority 
has  been  conferred  upon  the  City  of  Boston  to 
enact  an  ordinance  such  as  is  above  set  forth, 
the  city  has  no  such  authority. 

Section  21  of  chapter  40  of  the  General  Laws 
provides,  in  part,  as  follows: 

"Towns  (including  cities)  may,  for  the  pur- 
poses hereinafter  named,  make  such  orders  and 
by-laws,  not  repugnant  to  law,  as  they  may 
judge  most  conducive  to  their  welfare,  which 
shall  be  binding  upon  all  inhabitants  thereof 
and  all  persons  within  their  limits.  They  may, 
except  as  herein  provided,  affix  penalties  for 
breaches  thereof,  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars 
for  each  offence,  which  may  be  recovered  by 
indictment  or  on  complaint  before  a  district 
court  or  trial  justice,  and  shall  enure  to  the 
town  or  to  such  uses  as  it  may  direct: 

(1)  For  directing  and  managing  their  pruden- 
tial  affairs,    preserving   peace   and   good   order, 
and  maintaining  their  internal  police."     .     .     . 
Unless  the  above  quoted  form  of  ordinance    is 
authorized  by  the  aforesaid  provisions  of  section  21 
of  chapter  40  of  the  General  Laws,  there  is,  in  my 
opinion,  no  statutory  authority  for  such  an  ordi- 
nance.    Nothing    in    the    charter    of    the   City    of 
Boston    gives    broader    authority    in    this   regard. 
See  sections  1  and  35  of  chapter  488  of  the  Acts 
of  1854  and  section  1  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of 
1909. 

In  Commonwealth  v.  Turner,  1  Cush,  493,  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  construing  said  section  21 
(in  its  earlier  but  substantially  the  same  form) 
said: 

"This  power  would  extend,  under  such  a  con- 
struction, to  every  department  of  the  criminal 
law,  affecting  the  public  peace;  to  assaults  and 
batteries,  to  riots,  routs  and  unlawful  assem- 
blies; to  forcible  entry  and  detainer;  and  to 
all  offences  involving  a  breach  of  the  peace. 
It  would  also  include  all  acts,  which  tend  to 
disturb  the  peace,  such  as  libel  and  slander; 
and  would  extend  to  the  regulation  of  all  places 
of  public  resort  and  amusement,  at  all  times, 
and  under  all  circumstances.  If  it  were  clear 
from  the  language  used,  that  the  legislature 
intended  thus  to  delegate  their  whole  power  of 
legislation,  on  the  subject  of  the  criminal  law, 
to  towns,  it  would  be  a  grave  question,  whether 
such  an  act  would  be  within  their  constitu- 
tional authority.  But  we  are  satisfied,  that 
such  was  not  the  intent  of  the  legislature,  in 
the  act  of  1847.  If  the  legislature  had  designed 
to  make  so  extensive  an  enlargement  of  the 
power  of  towns,  it  would  have  been  in  terms 
more  explicit,  that  such  purpose  would  have  been 
expressed. 

But  further,  this  statute  in  terms  gives  towns 
the  power  to  make  by-laws,  to  be  enforced  by 
penalties,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Rey. 
Sts.,  c.  15,  ss.  13,  14,  15.  The  power  is  given 
in  general  words;  but  the  words  are  so  general 
as  to  indicate,  that  some  restriction  as  to  rea- 
sonable limits  was  in  the  mind  of  the  legisla- 
ture; and  that  such  restriction  was  intended  to 
apply,  with  a  just  regard  to  the  objects  to  be 
attained,  and  the  subject  matter  on  which  it 
was  to  operate;  that  is,  the  power  conferred 
was  to  be  limited  to  such  objects  as  are  usually 
sought  and  attained  by  municipal  by-laws. 
The  provision,  then,  that  this  power  should 
be  subject  to  the  Rev.  Sts.,  c.  15,  s.  13,  would 
limit  the  objects  of  it  to  the  direction  and 
management  of  the  prudential  affairs  of  a  town; 
referring  to  the  numerous  provisions  of  law, 
usages,  and  judicial  decisions,  to  show  what  the 
prudential  affairs  of  a  town  are.  Common- 
wealth v.  Worcester,  3  Pick.  462;  Willard  r. 
Newburvport,  12  Pick.  227;  Spaulding  v. 
Lowell,  23  Pick.  71. 

But  another  consideration,  quite  decisive,  we 
think,  to  show  that  the  legislature  did  not  intend 
to  give  the  unlimited  power  contended  for, 
is,  that  they  used  the  term  "by-law",  and  gave 
the  power  to  make  "by-laws."  This  term  has 
a  peculiar  and  limited  signification;  being  used 
to  designate  the  orders  and  regulations,  which 
a  corporation,  as  one  of  its  legal  incidents,  has 
power  to  make,  and  which  is  usually  exercised 
to  regulate  its  own  action  and  concerns,  and 
the  rights  and  duties  of  its  members  amongst 
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themselves.  This  has  been  somewhat  extended 
in  the  case  of  municipal  and  other  quasi  cor- 
porations; but  a  broad  distinction  has  always 
been  made  between  the  authority  of  a  corpora- 
tion to  make  by-laws,  and  the  general  power 
of  making  laws.  Had  the  legislature  intended 
to  grant  to  a  town  the  power  claimed  for  it, 
in  the  present  case,  we  think  they  would  have 
used  the  term  "laws"  and  not  "by-laws." 

But  whatever  other  power  the  legislature 
intended  to  confer,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  it 
did  not  warrant  and  give  effect  to  the  by-law 
adopted  by  the  town  of  Adams,  imposing  a 
penalty  on  all  persons  for  selling  strong  beer 
and  other  intoxicating  liquors  within  the  limits 
of  that  town,  without  a  license.  This  is  a 
legislative  power,  which  has  been  exercised  by  the 
government  from  the  earliest  times,  and  at 
the  time  when  this  by-law  was  adopted,  laws 
of  the  commonwealth  were  in  force  on  the 
same  subject,  certainly  as  regards  intoxicating 
liquors,  and  the  by-law  makes  no  distinction. 
We  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  consider 
how  far  the  by-law  in  question  is  repugnant 
to  the  laws  of  the  commonwealth,  being  of 
opinion  that  independently  of  that  considera- 
tion, it  cannot  be  sustained. 

(See  in  accord  Commonwealth  v.  Bennett. 
108  Mass.  27.) 

In  view  of  the  language  in  said  decisions,  it  is 
my  opinion  that  section  21  of  said  chapter  40 
does  not  authorize  legislation  regulating  the 
hours  during  which  labor  may  be  employed  in 
barber  shops  or  the  hours  during  which  barber 
shops  may  be  operated.  In  this  respect  the 
municipalities  of  this  Commonwealth  are  unlike 
many  municipalities  elsewhere  which  have  broad 
legislative  power.  (Compare  Wilson  v.  Zanesville, 
130  Ohio  State,  286,  Feldman  v.  Cincinna-ti,  20 
Fed.  Supp.  531.) 

Inasmuch  as,  in  my  opinion,  the  City  of  Boston 
may  not  by  ordinance  regulate  the  hours  of  labor 
in  or  the  hours  of  operation  of  barber  shops,  at 
least  without  further  legislative  authority,  and 
inasmuch  as  sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  in  the  above 
quoted  form  of  ordinance  are,  in  my  opinion, 
intended  to  facilitate  the  enforcement  of  section 
5  and  are,  therefore,  not  separable  (see  Austin 
v.  Murray,  16  Pick.  121,  Greene  v.  Mayor  of 
Fitchburg,  219  Mass.  121),  it  is  my  opinion  that 
even  if  the  above  quoted  form  of  ordinance  were 
approved  by  you  it  would  be  totally  invalid. 

Even  if,  however,  sections  1,  2,  3  and  4  were 
separable  from  Section  5,  it  is  my  opinion  that 
said  sections  would  be  invalid,  as  unreasonable, 
if  section  5  were  not  valid. 

Sectional,  2  and  3  provide,  as  has  been  stated, 
for  the  licensing  of  the  operption  of  barber  shops. 
But  no  standard  exists  expressed  or  implied  at 
least  apart  from  section  5  for  determining  when 
a  license  should  be  granted  and  when  a  license 
should  be  denied.  As  stated  in  Goldstein  y. 
Conner,  212  Mass.  57,  at  page  59,  with  reference 
to  an  analogous  licensing  ordinance,  held  un- 
reasonable: 

"It  does  not  regulate  the  issuance  of  the 
licence  in  accordance  with  any  general  principles. 
It  furnishes  no  guide  to  which  the  municipal 
board  may  look  for  instruction,  or  to  which 
the  land  owner  may  appeal  for  a  determination 
of  the  correctness  of  his  conduct.  It  purports 
to  confer  unrestrained  power  upon  the  municipal 
authorities  to  give  or  withhold  the  license  by 
an  arbitrary  exercise  of  will  and  without  refer- 
ence to  the  property  rights  of  the  applicant 
or  the  excellence  of  the  proposed  building. 
It  does  not  relate  to  inspection  of  buildings 
in  process  of  construction,  nor  does  it  standardize 
designs  or  materials,  nor  establish  any  of  the 
important  details  which  affect  the  strength, 
inflammability,  light,  air  or  exits  of  the  build- 
ing. A  use  of  property  lawful  in  itself  and 
having  no  essential  tendency  toward  harm  to 
the  public,  while  it  may  be  subject  to  reasona-ble 
regulation,  cannot  be  made  utterly  dependent 
upon  the  unrestrained  arbitrament  of  the 
board  of  aldermen     ... 

Section  4  also,  in  my  opinion,  unrelated  to  sec- 
tion 5,  would  be  unreasonable  and  invalid. 

I  am,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that  the  City  of 
Boston  is  unauthorized,  under  present  law,  to 
enact  an  ordinance  such  as  is  above  set  forth. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  it  is  unnecessary  to 
determine  whether  or  not  such  an  ordinance  would 
be  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  112 


of  the  General  Laws  as  amended  by  chapter  260 
of  the  Acts  of  1934  relating  to  Registration  of 
Barbers. 

It  is  also  unnecessary  to  determine  the  consti- 
tutionality of  such  an  ordinance.  (See  in  this 
connection  Lockner  v.  •  New  York,  198  U.  S.  45, 
Bunting  v.  Oregon,  243  U.  S.  426,  West  Coast 
Hotel  v.  Parrish,  300  U.  S.  379,  and  see  Opinion 
of  Attorney-General  of  Commonwealth,  April 
31,  1936.) 

Very  truly  yours, 

Henry  E.  Foley, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

Coun.  WILSON — Do  I  understand  that  the 
Mayor  and  the  Law  Department  claim  the  reason 
for  the  veto  that  the  ordinance  would  not  stand 
in  the  courts? 

President  FITZGERALD— That  it  is  not  legal. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  for 
purposes  of  the  record,  I  heard  a  paragraph  there 
to  the  effect  that  municipalities  in  this  Common- 
wealth are  not  entitled  to  the  same  consideration 
as  other  communities  outside  of  the  state.  For 
purposes  of  the  record  I  want  to  state  this,  that 
there  are  cities  in  Massachusetts,  including  Worces- 
ter and  Cambridge,  that  now  have  this  law  in 
effect. 

The  communication  was  placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Dr.  John  F.  Conners,  for  payment  for  services 
as  veterinarian  in  Sanitary  Division  for  month  of 
December,  1936. 

General  Transportation  Company,  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  truck  by  city  truck. 

Great  Eastern  Products  Company,  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  property  at  244  Hancock 
street,  Dorchester,  by  broken  water  main. 

Amy  I.  Landfear,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Charles  Street 
Underpass. 

Salvatore  C.  Lauricella,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Sum- 
ner Tunnel. 

Albert  Paolian,  for  compansation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Faneuil  Hall. 

Joseph  Sullivan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  39  Green 
street. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Margaret  Farley  for  annuity  on 
account  of  death  of  her  husband,  Joseph  S.  Farley, 
late  member  of  Boston  Fire  Department. 


CERTIFICATION     OF     JENNIE     LOITMAN 
BARRON. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  the  appointment  of  Jennie 
Loitman  Barron  as  Associate  Justice,  Municipal 
Court,  City  of  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL  OF  CONSTABLE'S  BOND. 

The  constable's  bond  of  Frank  F.  Wennerstrand, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
was  received  and  approved. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

Applications  were  received  for  eight  newsboys 
and  one  bootblack.  Licenses  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 


BOSTON     ELEVATED     WHARF      SERVICE. 

President  FITZGERALD  called  up,  under 
unfinished  business.  No.  1  On  the  calender,  viz.: 

1.  Report  of  committee  recommending  that  a 
license  be  granted  to  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  to  operate  motor  vehicles  between 
Rowe's  Wharf  and  the  junction  of  D  street  and 
Northern  avenue. 

The  question  came  on  granting  the  license. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
this  proposed  bus  route  passes  over  much  of  the 
same  territory  that  was  covered  by  the  Rawding 
Company's  lines  formerly.  This  is,  of  course,  a 
matter  of  great  interest  to  my  district  and  one 
about  which  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
cussion. If  this  license  is  not  granted  it  will  be  a 
hardship  to  many  people  employed  at  Common- 
wealth Pier,  the  Army  Base  and  the  Fish  Pier.  It 
will  cause  great  inconvenience  to  many  people. 
It  is  true  that  under  this  proposed  Elevated  line 
there  will  be  a  ten-cent  fare,  whereas  the  charge 
by  the  Rawding  Company  was  five  cents,  and  it  is 
true  that  on  the  Rawding  line  people  could  get 
from  State  street  to  the  Army  Base  or  Common- 
wealth Pier  for  a  five-cent  fare.  We  desired  of 
course,  amendments  carrying  out  those  same 
conditions  in  this  new  license,  and  also  protecting 
the  Rawding  employees  in  their  jobs.  In  the 
meantime,  this  is  the  only  matter  upon  which  we 
can  act  at  the  present  time,  and  unless  the  license 
is  granted  it  will  mean  a  great  inconvenience  to 
many  people.  I  do  hope  that  the  Elevated  Com- 
pany will  continue  the  policy  that  was  adopted  by 
the  Rawding  Company  in  charging  a  five-cent  fare 
and  in  carrying  passengers  to  and  from  State 
street.  But  if  we  do  not  at  the  present  time  grant 
the  license  as  it  appears  before  us  many  people  will 
be  inconvenienced  and  probably  there  will  also  in- 
cidentally be  a  loss  of  jobs.  In  order  to  do  all  we 
could  to  avoid  the  threatened  inconvenience,  and 
also  to  protect  some  of  the  employees  of  the  Raw- 
ding Company  in  their  jobs,  on  the  new  line,  we 
had  a  special  meeting  of  the  committee  and  we 
suggested  to  the  Elevated  that  they  take  over  at 
least  some  of  the  employees  who  were  employed 
by  the  Rawding  Company.  They  have  agreed 
to  take,  I  believe,  ten  or  eleven  of  the  Rawding 
employees.  This  bus  service  is  of  vital  importance 
to  people  employed  at  the  Fish  Pier  and  Army 
Base,  to  people  employed  at  the  Commonwealth 
Pier,  and  I  feel  that  all  we  can  do  at  the  present 
time,  in  the  interest  of  all  parties,  is  to  grant  this  t 
license.  This  seems  to  be  the  only  way  out  of  the 
situation.  But  we  have  had  assurance  that  ten 
or  eleven  of  the  Rawding  Company  employees  will 
be  employed  by  the  Elevated  on  this  line,  and  we 
hope  that  the  Elevated  will  not  discontinue  any  of 
the  service  that  was  given  by  the  former  company, 
but  will  continue  to  operate  along  the  same  lines 
that  the  Rawding  Company  did. 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
the  reason  why  this  matter  has  been  held  up  longer 
than  would  ordinarily  be  the  case  is  that,  when  it 
came  before  our  committee,  of  which  I  am  chair- 
man, the  Elevated  Company  at  first  said  that  il 
was  not  going  to  take  over  help  that  had  been 
employed  on  the  other  line.  We  talked  the  thing 
over,  back  and  forth,  and  they  finally  said  they 
would  take  six  or  eight  or  more  of  the  men.  They 
are  not  proposing  at  the  present  time  to  continue 
on  to  State  street,  but  are  planning  to  stop  at 
Rowe's  Wharf.  That  cutting  down  of  the  Raw- 
ding Company  service  is  a  thing  that  is  also  going 
to  affect  many  people.  We  tried  to  get  the 
Elevated  to  agree  to  give  the  same  service  that  the 
Rawding  Company  has  given,  continuing  to  State 
street.  But  that  is  a  thing  that  so  far  they  have 
not  agreed  to  do.  I  believe  we  have  protected 
some  of  the  employees  of  the  Rawding  Company, 
getting  the  Elevated  to  agree  to  at  least  take  some 
of  the  men  on,  which  they  at  first  said  before  the 
committee  that  they  would  not  do.  They  have 
agreed,  however,  to  take  back  some  of  the  men, 
possibly  eight  or  ten,  but  would  not  take  them  all. 
This  seems  to  represent  the  best  arrangement  that 
we  have  so  far  been  able  to  make. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  as  a 
member  of  the  Jitney  Committee,  I  desire  to  make 
my  position  clear.  •  My  sole  object  in  trying  to 
have  action  upon  this  matter  delayed  was  in  order 
to  get  the  Boston  Elevated  to  agree  to  give  the 
same  service  that  was  given  by  the  Rawding  Bus 
Lines,  starting  from  State  street.  The  discon- 
tinuance of  that  portion  of  the  service  will  delay 
and  discommode  those  coming  from  East  Boston 
and  who  are  obliged  to  go  to  the  Fish  Pier  and  the 
Army  Base.  It  will  inconvenience  them  especially 
in  the  winter  months.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
that  is  the  reason  why  this  matter  has  been  delayed. 
But,  as  we  all  know,  it  is  not  within  the  province 
of  the  Council  to  initiate  or  extend  service  of 
the  Boston  Elevated  Company.  I  do  hope, 
however,  in  the  interest  of  those  who  will  be 
affected  by  this  abbreviated  service,  that  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  will  start 
their  line  at  State  street,  instead  of  Rowe's  Wharf. 


Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  those  who 
for  twenty-five  years  have  been  availing  them- 
selves of  the  Rawding  Bus  Service,  old  people  and 
others,  bound  to  the  Fish  Pier,  the  Army  Base 
and  Commonwealth  Pier,  will  tomorrow  lose  that 
opportunity,  and  will  have  to  walk.  Even  though 
we  grant  this  license,  which  has  been  before  us 
for  six  months,  it  must  then  go  before  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Utilities,  which  will,  of  course, 
occasion  further  delay.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the 
bus  line  which  for  twenty-five  years  has  served 
the  waterfront  will  not  run  tomorrow.  I  cer- 
tainly do  trust,  however,  in  the  interest  of  the 
greatest  possible  speed  in  continuance  of  bus 
service,  that  the  Council  will  take  this  off  the  table 
and  pass  it  today.  Hundreds  of  elderly  people 
coming  from  different  sections  of  Boston,  who 
used  to  take  that  line,  tomorrow  will  find  no  bus 
to  accommodate  them,  and  we  will  find  large 
numbers  of  people,  who  not  only  are  compelled 
to  get  up  early  in  the  morning,  but  who  will  also 
be  compelled  to  walk  along  the  waterfront.  Why 
should  that  service  be  cut  off? 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
in  answer  to  the  councilor  from  Hyde  Park  who 
says  that  this  accommodation  has  been  afforded 
for  many,  many  years,  I  will  simply  repeat  that 
the  committee  has  done  the  best  it  could  in  trying 
to  see  that  as  many  as  possible  of  the  Rawding 
employees  were  taken  on  by  the  Elevated  and  also 
to  nave  the  line  extended  to  State  street,  where 
service  may  be  continued  for  the  people  of  East 
Boston.  A  number  of  the  employees  are  to  be 
taken  on  by  the  Elevated,  and  we  hope  that  the 
service  later  will  be  continued  to  State  street. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  don't  want 
lo  he  mixed  up  in  any  extraneous  argument  in 
connection  with  the  particular  point  I  have  just 
brought  out.  The  fact  is  that  that  bus  line  will 
be  discontinued  for  a  while,  anyway,  and  perhaps 
part  of  it  entirely  discontinued,  and  that  these 
men  will  suffer.  Let  us  not  get  onto  extraneous, 
outside  alleys,  which  will  not  lead  us  anywhere. 

The  Council  voted  to  grant  the  license  to  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company. 

Later  in  the  session,  in  connection  with  a 
message  of  the  Mayor,  Coun.  NORTON  said, — 
Mr.  President,  in  connection  with  these  messages 
that  have  been  received  from  various  sources  in 
favor  of  continuation  of  this  bus  service  along 
the  waterfront,  I  have  been  informed  here  in  the 
last  five  minutes  by  Mr.  Daniel  Donovan,  president 
of  the  Longshoremen's  Union,  that  if  there  is  no 
means  of  transportation  afforded  on  Monday 
morning  to  the  men  in  whom  he  is  interested  they 
will  not  go  to  work.  Now,  that  is  a  very  serious 
thing.  I  believe  that  the  Mayor  between  now 
and  Monday  should  see  if  it  is  not  possible  to 
have  t his  service  performed  by  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated as  an  emergency  service  along  the  water- 
front next  Monday  morning,  so  that  there  will 
be  no  gap  in  the  service  furnished.  We  are 
fighting  to  save  the  commercial  life  of  this  city 
through  our  waterfront.  It  has  been  a  struggle. 
The  encouragement  of  shipping  here  is  something 
that  concerns  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people. 
If  the  longshoremen  refuse  to  work  on  Monday 
morning,  it  will  mean  irreparable  damage  to  our 
port.  As  I  say,  I  have  been  informed  by  Daniel 
Donovan  that  if  the  men  are  not  given  service 
such  as  they  have  always  had  on  Monday  morn- 
ing, they  will  not  work.  Now,  this  is  a  terrible 
time  of  year  to  ask  longshoremen  on  a  cold  morn- 
ing to  walk  along  our  waterfront  and  to  find  out 
where  the  dock  is.  The  Mayor  of  Boston  should 
confer  with  the  officials  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
and  with  the  Public  Utilities  Commission  to  see 
if  it  is  not  possible  to  have  the  regular  service  on 
Monday  morning.  Mr.  Dana  informs  us  that  if 
we  should  grant  this  petition  they  will  have  to 
petition  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities.  That, 
of  course,  will  take  some  time,  and  in  the  interim 
this  bus  service  will  be  stopped.  I  think  this 
is  an  important  matter  enough  for  us  to  ask  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  to  intervene. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, we  have  all  listened  to  the  remarks  of  the 
councilor  from  Hyde  Park,  who  has  sufficient 
knowledge  of  what  goes  on  at  Commonwealth 
Pier  and  on  the  waterfront  so  that  we  should  pay- 
some  attention  to  what  he  says.  He  knows  the 
conditions  that  have  prevailed,  the  service  that 
has  been  furnished  by  the  Rawding  Bus  Company 
for  a  long  period  of  time,  and  he  tells  us  what  is 
going  to  happen  if  some  emergency  action  is  not 
taken.  Of  course,  the  Rawding  Bus  Company 
having  sold  out  to  the  Elevated,  doesn't  now  care 
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what  is  going  to  happen  or  whether  anyone  is  to 
be  inconvenienced.  Rawding  sold  out  to  the 
Boston  Elevated  for  $25,000  or  more.  The  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  bought  the  equipment,  and  we 
were  never  consulted  as  to  whether  or  not  we 
would  give  this  permit.  Now,  all  these  people 
are  to  be  inconvenienced.  I  have  talked  with 
Mr.  Fullam,  president  of  the  Boston  Fish  Pier 
Corporation,  and  told  him  that  the  committee 
of  the  Council  had  voted  to  grant  the  permit. 
The  petition  has  been  before  the  committee  for 
some  time,  but  we  were  not  satisfied  with  the 
conditions  that  apparently  were  going  to  go  with 
the  new  regime,  and  tried  to  see  what  we  could 
do  to  better  them.  While  we  did  not  want  to 
see  the  people  along  the  waterfront  inconvenienced, 
we  were  concerned  with  what  was  going  to  happen 
to  employees  of  the  Rawding  Bus  Company. 
They  said  they  were  union  men  and  asked  if  the 
Council  could  give  them  some  protection.  Mr. 
Donovan  is  here  as  a  union  man,  and  I  said,  with 
regard  to  the  employees  of  the  Rawding  Bus  Line, 
that  this  Council  would  give  them  all  the  pro- 
tection it  could.  I  am  a  union  man.  I  under- 
stand what  they  want,  what  their  desires  are. 
We  consulted  a  committee  of  the  employees  of 
the  Rawding  Company,  and  it  was  arranged  that 
a  certain  number  of  those  employees  would  be 
taken  over  and  would  work  for  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated Railway  Company.  So  that  was  the  best 
that  we  could  do,  although  unfortunately  people 
may  be  inconvenienced  for  a  day  or  two.  I  know 
that  the  councilor  from  Hyde  Park  (Coun. Norton) 
will  understand  that.  This  Council  has  done 
everything  humanly  possible  to  protect  the  men 
and  to  have  as  many  of  the  Rawding  men  as 
possible  employed  by  the  Elevated. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  reply  to  that  statement.  Why 
has  this  Council  held  up  the  request  for  continua- 
tion of  a  service  that  has  been  in  existence  for 
twenty-five  years. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
for  several  reasons.  First,  the  Elevated  is  going 
to  charge  a  ten-cent  fare,  where  the  Rawding  Com- 
pany charged  five  cents.  Then,  the  Rawding 
Company  operated  from  the  Fish  Pier  to  State 
street;  the  Boston  Elevated  intends  to  run  from 
the  Fish  Pier  to  Rowe's  Wharf.  Those  are  two 
reasons.  The  car  line  running  from  City  Point 
to  Boston  used  to  operate  to  Rowe's  Wharf.  A 
part  of  that  has  been  discontinued,  the  line  now 
running  from  City  Point  to  Summer  street.  The 
representative  from  South  Boston  asked  the 
Boston  Elevated  to  continue  that  car  service,  but 
I  understand  that  they  cannot  do  it.  So  what  the 
Elevated  is  going  to  do,  whether  you  appreciate 
it  or  not,  councilor,  is  to  carry  the  people  of  South 
Boston  in  the  bus  to  Commonwealth  Pier  and  to 
Rowe's  Wharf,  transferring  at  Summer  street  and 
Atlantic  avenue. 

Coun.  DOWD— Mr.  President,  I  feel,  while 
there  is  some  justice  in  what  has  been  said  by  both 
sides,  that  the  committee  have  done  all  they 
possibly  could.  I  sat  in  at  one  meeting  of  the 
committee,  where  the  question  came  up  with  the 
representatives  of  the  Elevated  in  regard  to  taking 
over  employees  of  the  Rawding  Bus  Line.  At 
first  they  were  not  going  to  take  on  any  of  those 
employees,  and  for  that  reason  I  objected.  They 
then  decided  to  take  over  a  certain  number  of  the 
employees  of  the  Rawding  Bus  Line.  I  never 
will  vote  for  anything  that  involves  the  discharge 
of  a  number  of  employees.  But  the  best  possible 
arrangement  was  arrived  at  in  that  respect.  Li- 
the second  place,  the  question  came  up  as  to 
whether  they  would  continue  the  bus  line  to  State 
street.  That  is  not  at  present  contemplated,  but 
it  is  a  matter  that  can  be  taken  up  later.  In  the 
meantime,  I  understand  that  an  arrangement 
will  be  made  this  afternoon,  whereby,  to  cover  the 
emergency,  the  line  will  run  on  Monday  morning. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  hope  that 
everything  works  out  in  that  way.  I  certainly 
hope  that  on  Monday  morning  everything,  will 
work  out  as  has  been  suggested.  But  that  has 
not  been  made  definite  in  my  mind,  and  Mr. 
Donovan  says  that  the  men  will  not  work  unless 
this  transportation  is  furnished,  transportation 
which  has  been  running  for  twenty-five  years. 
As  far  as  the  Rawding  Bus  selling  out  to  the 
Elevated  is  concerned,  they  sold  out,  as  I  under- 
stand, for  .$25,000,  the  same  as  you  or  I  might  do 
under  similar  circumstances.  Mr.  Rawding  is  a 
business  man,  and  if  he  gets  an  opportunity  to 
sell  and  wishes  to  do  so,  why  shouldn't  he?  What 
would  anyone  do  under  the  circumstances?     But 


if  the  Rawding  Bus  Service  is  to  go  out  of  action 
tonight,  what  assurance  have  we  that  the  service 
will  be  furnished  on  Monday? 

Coun.  PETER  A.  MURRAY— Mr.  President, 
seven  years  ago  the  then  Mayor  said  that  they 
wanted  to  discontinue  the  Rawding  Bus  Lines, 
but  the  offer  was  not  accepted,  and  the  Council  at 
that  time  refused  to  allow  the  discontinuance  of 
the  bus  service.  I  think  the  committee  has  done 
the  best  it  could,  and  I  believe  an  arrangement  will 
be  made  to  supply  the  emergency  service  that  will 
be  necessary  for  the  next  few  days. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   CLAIMS. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  The     Committee    on     Claims    respectfully 
submits  the  following  report  showing  the  disposi- 
tion of  claims  during  the  municipal  year  1937: 
Claims    pending    January    1, 

1937 1,214 

Claims  received  during  1937. .        594 

Claims     disapproved     during 

1937 253 

Claims  approved  during   1937,       107 

Amount  paid  out  on  approved 

claims $3,360  35 

Reimbursements  (suits  against 
city  employees) 5.3 

Amount  paid  out  on  reim- 
bursements   15,099   1G 

Total  amount   paid  out  on 

claims $18,459  51 

Claims  pending  December  31, 

1937 1,395 

Accepted  and  ordered  printed. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Garode  R.  Joyce 
(referred  December  13)  to  be  reimbursed  for 
amount  of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging 
to  Fire  Department — recommending  passage  of 
accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seventy  dollars  ($70) 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  Garode  R.  Joyce  in  reim- 
bursement for  amount  of  execution  issued  against 
him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor 
vehicle  belonging  to  the  Fire  Department,  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

3.  Report  on  petition  of  Harry  Davis  (referred 
December  27)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of 
execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to 
Paving  Division,  Public  Works  Department — 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  order, 
viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  thirteen  dollars  and 
twenty  cents  ($13.20)  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Harry  Davis  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of 
execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to 
the  Paving  Division,  Public  Works  Department, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

4.  Report  on  petition  of  Edward  Rigney 
(referred  December  27)  to  be  reimbursed  for 
amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging 
to  Fire  Department — recommending  passage  of 
accompanying  order   viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  forty  dollars  ($40)  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  Edward  Rigney  in  reimburse- 
ment for  amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him 
on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor 
vehicle  belonging  to  the  Fire  Department,  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

5.  Report  on  petition  of  William  J.  Jeffers  (re- 
ferred December  13)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount 
of  judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  motor  truck  belonging  to 
Paving  Division,  Public  Works  Department — 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  order, 
viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  dollars  ($120)  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
William  J.  Jeffers  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of 
judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts 
as  operator  of  a  motor  truck  belonging  to  the 
Paving  Division,  Public  Works  Department,  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

6.  Report  on  petition  of  Charles  H.  Hatch 
(referred  December  20)  to  be  reimbursed  for 
amount  of  judgment  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  motor  truck  belonging 
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to  Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works  Department — 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  order, 
viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-three  dollars 
and  forty  cents  ($23.40)  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Charles  H.  Hatch,  in  reimbursement  for  amount 
of  judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  truck  belonging  to  the 
Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works  Department,  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

7.  Report  on  petition  of  John  T.  Countie  (re- 
ferred December  27)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount 
of  judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to 
Police  Department — recommending  passage  of 
accompanying  five  orders,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  six  hundred  and 
fifty-five  dollars  ($655)  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
John  T.  Countie  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of 
judgment  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to 
the  Police  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seventy-five  dollars 
($75)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  John  T.  Countie  in 
reimbursement  for  amount  of  judgment  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of 
a  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Police  Department, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seventy-five  dollars 
($75)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  John  T.  Countie  in 
reimbursement  for  amount  of  judgment  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of 
a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Police  Depart- 
ment, said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent 
Fund. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
($100)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  John  T.  Countie  in 
reimbursement  for  amount  of  judgment  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of 
a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Police  Depart- 
ment, said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent 
Fund. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seventy-five  dollars 
($75)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  John  T.  Countie  in 
reimbursement  for  amount  of  judgment  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of 
a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Police  Depart- 
ment, said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent 
Fund. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  orders. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  these  claims 
may  be  all  right  100  per  cent,  but  I  am  under  the 
impression  that  some  of  them  are  three  or  four 
years  old.  I  am  always,  perhaps  erroneously, 
suspicious  of  these  things  that  are  run  in  at  the 
last  moment,  and  I  would  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Claims  to  give  us  a  little  more 
light  upon  this  matter. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President,  the 
councilor  is  perfectly  right  in  his  contention  that 
these  were  given  to  the  committee  at  the  last 
moment.  That  seems  to  be  or  has  been  the  rule  in 
connection  with  many  of  these  matters  that 
come  to  the  committee.  It  is  true,  however,  that 
they  have  been  approved  by  the  Law  Department, 
although  representing  some  cases  that  are  perhaps 
at  least  three  years  old.  I  cannot  offhand  give 
any  more  information,  but  undoubtedly  any  that 
is  desired  can  be  obtained  from  the  papers  which 
the  clerk  has  in  his  possession.  But  I  would 
suggest  to  the  incoming  Claims  Committee  that  it 
might  be  well  for  them,  in  order  to  avoid  any 
unnecessary  embarrassment  or  inquiry,  to  insist 
that  they  be  given  these  claims  in  seasonable 
time,  so  that  they  will  have  an  opportunity  to  give 
to  them  their  utmost  consideration. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  I  myself  served 
on  the  Committee  on  Claims  some  years  in  the 
past,  and  I  know  it  was  the  disposition  of  the 
committee  at  that  time  to  go  over  the  various 
items  presented,  because  we  continually  bore 
in  mind  the  fact  that  one  of  the  few  remaining 
prerogatives  of  the  City  Council  was  the  final 
authority  of  the  Committee  on  Claims  in  these 
matters,  that  we  probably  represented  the  last 
word  on  all  settlements  involving  the  City  of 
Boston.  I  am  familiar  with  the  fact  that  the 
statute  permits  such  reimbursement  to  those 
involved   in  automobile  accidents.     We  all   know 


that  the  employee  himself  is  not  finally  held 
personally  responsible  on  the  judgment,  and  that 
this  is  only  a  routine  procedure,  where  the  city 
employee  comes  in  and  asks  for  reimbursement 
for  money  which,  of  course,  he  has  not  paid. 
These  are,  of  course,  claims  of  attorneys  pressed 
in  the  closing  days  of  the  administration,  repre- 
senting the  cleaning  up  of  some  favored  claims  that 
have  lain  in  the  Law  Department  until  they 
gathered  dust.  I  know  nothing  about  the  merits 
of  these  particular  claims,  and  the  Committee  on 
Claims  apparently  has  the  same  amount  of 
knowledge  that  I  have.  I  would  personally  move 
that  they  lie  on  the  table  at  this  time,  and  that 
we  will  not  be  expected  to  vote  on  these  or  other 
matters  with  our  eyes  completely  shut. 

Coun.  SELVITELLA— Mr.  President.  I  was 
just  handed  a  report  of  the  Special  Committee  on 
License  Fees,  comprising  five  pages,  and,  following 
the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman,  I  suppose  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  that  I  am  expected  to 
absorb  those  five  pages  while  I  am  trying  to 
straighten  out  this  matter  of  claims.  If  that  is 
so,  I  am  going  to  move  that  that  report  be  laid 
over  to  the  next  meeting. 

Coun.  WILSON — Mr.  President,  there  is  this 
difference  between  that  report  and  the  items  now 
under  consideration.  The  report  to  which  he 
makes  reference,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
License  Fees,  does  not  call  upon  the  city  for 
expenditures  at  this  time.  It  is  merely  a  matter 
which  submits  to  the  incoming  Mayor  some  facts 
for  possible  future  action,  and  if  the  councilor 
from  East  Boston  had  not  found  himself  unable  to 
be  present  at  the  committee  meeting  he  would 
now  be  familiar  with  some  of  the  details  in  the 
report.  I  think  myself  that  there  is  a  distinction 
between  a  general  report,  that  calls  for  no  money 
expenditure  and  a  report  in  the  dying  hours  of  the 
body  that  calls  for  expenditures. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN— Mr.  President,  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Claims  I  don't 
think  it  is  necessary  to  hold  up  these  claims.  In 
the  regular  routine,  ever  since  I  have  been  in  the 
Council, these  matters  have  been  referred  to  the  Law 
Department.  That  is,  were  it  not  for  the  signature 
of  the  Law  Department  and  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment from  which  these  claims  have  come, 
they  would  not  have  come  before  the  body.  In 
other  words,  these  are  matters  that  have  gone 
through  the  court,  judgment  has  been  rendered 
against  city  employees,  the  claims  have  all  been 
passed  upon  by  the  Law  Department,  and  those 
awaiting  settlement  are  now  presented  to  us.  In 
other  words,  these  claims  have  followed  the  usual 
procedure,  and  I  think  it  is  unfair  now,  in  the  closing 
proceedings  of  the  Council,  to  hold  them  up.  If 
the  Council  has  had  confidence  in  its  Committee 
on  Claims  during  the  last  two  years,  approving 
of  hundreds  of  claims  of  this  kind,  I  don't  think 
it  should  now  object  to  these  few  claims  that  have 
been  presented  in  the  usual  way. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  the  gentle- 
man who  has  just  spoken  practically  admits  that 
no  member  of  the  committee,  and  it  seems  that 
no  member  of  the  Council,  knows  anything  about 
these  matters.  It  seems  that  nobody  knows 
anything  about  them  except  that  they  have  been 
O.  K.'d  by  the  Law  Department.  I  suggest, 
therefore,  that  the  motion  of  the  councilor  from 
Dorchester  (Coun.  Wilson)  to  refer  these  matters 
to  the  next  Council,  is  the  proper  motion. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN— Mr.  President,  I  have 
no  personal  interest  in  the  claims  whatsoever.  I 
don't  even  know  the  parties  concerned.  But  I 
would  like  to  ask  the  councilor  who  has  just 
spoken,  taking  the  several  hundred  claims  that 
have  gone  through  in  the  last  two  years,  how  many 
he  has  inquired  into  personally? 

Coun.  AGNEW— Mr.  President,  I  would  ask 
that  the  claims  be  read. 

Coun.  SHATTUCK— Mr.  President,  in  response 
to  the  question  the  gentleman  has  just  asked,  I 
will  say  that  I  don't  know,  but  certainly  when  a 
claim  is  questioned  there  should  be  some  explana- 
tion. My  recollection  is  that  in  the  past  when 
claims  have  been  questioned  there  has  been  some 
explanation  of  what  they  were  all  about.  Here 
an  explanation  has  been  asked  for  and  no  informa- 
tion has  been  given  as  to  what  these  claims  are 
all  about.  We  are  simply  told  that  they  are  handed 
in,  and  that  there  has  really  been  no  opportunity 
to  examine  them. 

(At  Coun.  Agnew's  request  the  list  of  claims 
was  read.) 

Coun.  AGNEW — Is  there  any  explanation  of 
those  claims? 
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President  FITZGERALD— All  recommenda- 
tions from  the  Law  Department.  There  is  no 
explanation. 

Coun.  BRACKMAN— Mr.  President,  I  simply 
want  to  say  in  explanation  that  these  claims  are 
always  referred  to  the  committee  with  letters 
from  the  head  of  the  department  concerned  and 
letters  from  the  Law  Department,  stating  briefly 
the  fact  that  there  has  been  a  judgment  against 
the  city  employee  who  has  been  held  because  of 
what  has  happened  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 
I  simply  say  that  in  these  matters  there  is  nothing 
to  do  except  what  has  been  done  by  the  Council 
right  through,  during  the  session.  Nothing  is 
being  done  here  that  has  not  been  done  in  the  last 
three,  four  or  six  years. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  and  the 
question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  orders. 

The  Chair  being  in  doubt  ordered  a  rising  vote, 
and  the  orders  were  declared  passed,  14  to  2. 


INSPECTION   OF   PRISONS. 

Coun.  GEORGE  A.  MURRAY,  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Inspection  of  Prisons,  submitted  the 
following  report: 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter 
126  of  the  General  Laws,  the  Committee  on  In- 
spection of  Prisons  of  the  City  Council  submits 
herewith  its  annual  report. 

Suffolk  County  Jail. 

The  customary  semi-annual  inspections  of  the 
Suffolk  County  Jail  were  duly  made. 

Your  committee  finds  that  the  same  wholesome 
sanitary  conditions  prevail  as  in  previous-  years 
throughout  this  institution.  There  is  still  an 
urgent  necessity  for  a  new  back  wall  in  view  of 
the  fact  the  present  wall  has  been  in  dangerous 
condition  for  a  number  of  years  and  is  apt  to 
collapse  at  any  time.  A  new  and  permanent 
vehicular  entrance  has  also  been  badly  needed 
for  a  number  of  years. 

House  of  Correction. 
The   required    number  of  visits    were   made   by 
your  committee  to  the  House  of  Correction  during 
the  year,  and  the  institution  was  found  to  be  in 
a  thoroughly  sanitary  and  wholesome  condition. 

There  is  still  a  need  for  new  hospital  facilities 
and  a  revamping  of  the  power  plant. 

For  the  Committee, 
George  A.  Murray,  Chairman. 

Coun.  DOHERTY  submitted  the  following: 

As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Prisons,  I 
regret  I  cannot  abide  by  the  majority  report  of 
the  committee. 

None  of  the  testimony  presented  to  us  by  the 
officials  of  the  Jail  has  served,  in  my  opinion,  to 
eliminate  the  charges  of  inefficiency  and  laxity 
which  permitted  the  escape  from  the  Jail  of  a 
notorious  criminal  who,  later,  shot  and  killed  two 
policemen. 

As  a  member  of  the  City  Council,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Prisons,  I  have 
given  this  matter  considerable  thought.  I  find 
no  reasonable  grounds  upon  which  I  can  absolve 
the  officials  of  the  Jail  of  the  charges  made  here  . 
in  this  body.  That  there  was  negligence  at  the 
Jail  is  a  fact  which  speaks  for  itself.  I  cannot 
and  do  not  believe  that  this  body  should,  under 
any  circumstances,  tolerate  or  minimize  the  kind 
of  negligence  which  results  in  the  tragedies  follow- 
ing the  escape  of  Simpson. 

I  cannot,  being  true  to  my  conscience,  agree 
with  the  majority  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Prisons. 

The  majority  report  was  accepted  and  ordered 
printed. 


ABATEMENTS   BY   ASSESSORS. 

Coun.  DOWD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request  the 
Board  of  Assessors  to  advise  the  City  Council  why 
it  was  necessary  to  give  to   one   Boston   concern 
abatements  amounting  to  $700,000. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  we  have  seen 
in  1937  some  of  the  greatest  tax  abatements 
that  have  ever  been  made  for  years  in  the  entire 


City  of  Boston.     We  all  recognize  the  fact  that 
the  money  obtained  from  taxes  is  a  fundamental 
of  our  city  government,  that  it  lies  back  of  the 
expenses   of   our   city,   the   pay   rolls   of   our   em- 
ployees,  and  that   practically   all  the  tax   money 
raised  by  the  city  comes  out  of  real  estate.     I  have 
here  some  bills  against  the  real  estate  of  widows 
and  of  people  in  hard  circumstances  who  are  now 
finding  it  very  difficult,  because  of  the  conditions 
that  exist,   to  pay  their  taxes,   and   I   have  gone 
to  the  assessors'  office  and  tried  to  get  abatements, 
in   some   cases   of   $500   and   in    others   of   $1,000 
or  $2,000,  but  without  success.     It  appears  that, 
such  a  thing  could  not  be  even  thought  of,  that 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  would  never  allow  it.     That 
is  the  attitude  of  this  man  who  has  been  for  four 
years   marching   around   with   a   halo   around   his 
head.     So  I  now  ask  him,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
he  has  been  unwilling  that  any  reduction  should 
be   made   in   the   tax   bills   of   worthy   and   hard- 
pushed  citizens  of  our  city,  why  he  has  lent  him- 
self  to   this   abatement   racket   to   the   extent    of 
giving  abatements  to  one  Boston  concern  to  the 
amount    of    $700,000.     Oh,    Mr.    Mayor,    if    that 
concern  was  entitled  to  such  an  abatement,  why 
did  you  not  give  it  to  them  six,   seven  or  eight 
months  ago?     Why  have  you  waited  until  within 
forty-eight   hours   of  your  administration   coming 
to  an  end?     I  have  no  hesitation  in  naming  the 
concern,  a  concern  that  can  well  afford  to  pay  the 
tax   assessed   upon   it.     It   is   the   Gillette   Safety 
Razor    Company.     I    claim    that  the  abatement 
that  has  been  given  to  that  concern  is  the  most  dis- 
honest  thing   that   you   have   done   in   your   four 
year*'    administration.     You    repeatedly    accused 
the  former  Mayor  of  this  city,  Mayor  Curley,  of 
embarrassing  you  by  saddling  expenses   on   your 
administration.     I  say  to  you  that  you  have  done 
the  very  same  thing  to  Mayor-Elect  Tobin  that 
you  accused  Mayor  Curley  of  doing.     You  have 
refused  to  allow  abatements  to  hard-pressed  and 
worthy   citizens,   and   at   the  same   time   in   your 
administration  you  have  allowed   tax   abatement 
racketeers  to  take  $18,500,000   out   of   City   Hall 
in  one  year,  preventing  the  City  Auditor  and  the 
City  Treasurer  from  crediting  that  amount  to  the 
amount  that  might  be  used  for  payment  of  the 
expenses  of  this  city,  while  you  gave  an  abatement 
to  the  Gillette  Company  and  others,  and  did  not 
allow  Chairman   Kelly  to  tax  such  properties  as 
should  have  been  taxed  in  the  interests  of  our  city. 
We  all  know  that  Mr.  Kelly  is  an  honorable  man 
and  would  not  stand    for    anything  of   that   kind 
if  it  were  left  to  his  own  volition.     $18,500,000  tax 
abatement  given  to  the  real  estate  and  tax  racke- 
teers in  one  year.     Just  think  of  it.     I  have  been 
a  member  of  the  city  government  for  twelve  years. 
I   have  served   under   Curley   and    Nichols,    and, 
regardless    of    what   they   say   about    them,    they 
at   no   time   ever   attempted   to   do   such    things, 
under  the  masquerade  of  civic  righteousness  and 
hypocrisy,    as    have    been    done    by    our    present 
Mayor.     I  say  to  the  people  of   Boston  that   we 
have  now  got  the  real  test  of  this  man,  who  said 
before  the  electorate  a  short  time  ago,   with   his 
hands  stretched  to  God  and  the  heavens,  "I  will 
not    do    a    single    thing,    Maurice,    to    embarrass 
your   administration,"    then   proceeding   to   do   it 
day  in  and  day  out,   not   only  embarrassing  the 
Mayor-Elect   but   the   taxpayers   of    Boston.     Six 
thousand  people  lost  their  homes  last  year,  eight 
thousand  more  will  lose  them  this  year,  through 
the  unfair  methods    of  this  so-called   progressive 
Mayor  who  has   conducted  his  office  to  the  dis- 
content and  disappointment  of  95  per  cent  of  the 
people    of    Boston.     Let    me    tell    the    people    of 
Boston  that  Mansfield  in  the  last  four  years  has 
given  huge  sums  in  the  way  of  abatements  to  the 
Gillette    Safety    Razor    Company,    while    the    or- 
dinary deserving  citizen  of  Boston  cannot  get  an 
abatement  of  five  cents.     I  say  that  now  is  the 
time  for  us  to  discover  and  tell  the  real  truth  about 
Mansfield.     I    say    to    you,    Mansfield,    that    in 
giving   these   abatements   you   are   a    party    to   a 
steal,    and    that   your    City    Treasurer    and    your 
City  Auditor  should  stop  payment  if  you  do  not. 
Coun.  McGRATH — Mr.  President,  while  Coun- 
cilor   Dowd    has    confined    his     remarks     to     the 
honesty  of  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Assessors, 
I  would  like  to  say  that,  in  my  experience,  I  have 
found  the  other  men  of  just  the  same  character. 
Coun.   KILROY— Mr.  President,  I  notice  that 
some  of   the   members   are   taking   a  shot   at   the 
present  Mayor  of  Boston.     I  want  to  say  that  I 
am  one  of  the  members  of  the  Council  who  per- 
haps has  not  been  at  all  times  treated  favorably 
hy   the   Mayor   but   I   have  a   sincere  admiration 
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for  our  present  chief  executive.  I  admire  his 
courage.  We  have  had  Nichols  and  we  have  had 
Curley,  but  I  don't  know  of  a  man  in  this  city  or 
Commonwealth  who  has  had  the  courage  or  ever 
will  have  thejcourage,  to  do  some  of  the  things  that 
this  present  Mayor  has  done. 
The   order    was   passed. 


RE-EMPLOYMENT     OF      FORMER      CITY 
EMPLOYEES. 
Coun.  NORTON  offered  the  following: 
"  Ordered,   That   the   Mayor   of   Boston   consider 
the  advisability  of  giving  preference  in  re-employ- 
ment to  old  city  employees  let  go  during  the  first 
part  of  his  administration. 

Coun.  NORTON— Mr.  President,  I  have 
introduced  that  order  perhaps  fifty  or  more  times. 
Some  of  the  councilors  perhaps  have  objected  to 
the  continuity  of  the  introduction,  but  at  the 
present  time,  since  the  Mayor  has  been  passing  out 
jobs  for  the  last  few  days,  I  am  again  asking  that 
preference  be  given  to  the  appointment  of  such 
employees  as  were  let  go  during  the  early  days  of 
his  administration,  as  Charles  Bogan,  who  had 
been  for  over  thirty-eight  years  with  the  city, 
Henry  Wightman,  who  had  been  with  the  city 
for  over  thirty-five  years,  John  A.  Sullivan,  over 
twenty-five  years  and  within  nine  months  of  a 
pension,  and  James  Watson,  who  had  been  .em- 
ployed by  the  city  for  thirteen  years.  So,  while  I 
have  introduced  the  order  over  and  over  again.  I 
am  going  to  continue.  People  who  have  spent 
the  best  years  of  their  lives  working  for  the  city 
certainly  should  not  be  treated  in  any  such  way. 
How  would  you,  Mr.  President,  like  to  have  your 
father  or  your  brother,  who  had  been  for  over 
thirty-eight  years  with  the  city  dropped  by  a  new 
Mayor  coming  into  office  for  political  reasons? 
How  would  you  like,  because  the  particular 
individual  had  perhaps  been  against  the  Mayor 
politically,  to  have  him  fired  out?  So,  with  all  the 
perseverance  possible,  I  am  going  to  continue 
to  introduce  the  order  and  if  we  continually  take 
action  showing  our  feeling  in  regard  to  such  matters 
it  may  perhaps  prevent  similar  treatment  from 
being  meted  out  to  other  such  faithful  employees 
by  an  incoming  Mayor.  While  the  present 
Mayor  is  handing  out  jobs,  putting  others  on  the 
pay  roll,  he  might  at  least  consider  putting  back 
the  old  city  employees. 

Coun.  KILROY— Mr.  President,  with  all  due 
respect  to  the  councilor's  remarks,  I  wonder  if  he 
knows  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  has  gone  through 
those  names  and  has  picked  out  particular  men 
who  did  their  work  as  they  should  do  it  and  has 
reinstated  them?  I  know  that  the  Mayor  of  Bos- 
ton picked  four  names  out  of  the  forty  men  he 
laid  off  when  he  first  came  into  office  and  sent 
them  to  the  Civil  Service  Commission  to  be 
O.  K'd,  four  names  out  of  the  forty.  I  wonder 
if  he  dropped  them  for  political  reasons  or  because 
of  financial  reasons?  The  fact  remains,  however, 
Mr.  President,  that  he  picked  four  names  out  of 
the  forty  and  sent  them  to  the  Civil  Service  Com- 
mission. But  the  new  coming  Mayor  waited 
upon  the  Governor  and  said,  "Mr.  Governor, 
that  is  going  too  far.  I  trust  that  you  will  not 
approve."  Every  one  of  those  forty  men  worked 
for  the  city  for  quite  a  number  of  years,  and 
every  one  of  those  forty  is  entitled  to  get  his  job 
back.  I,  for  one,  am  glad  that  the  previous 
speaker  has  kept  this  up  for  the  last  two  years,  and 
I  trust  that  he  v/ill  ccr.tmue  his  work  in  this  hns 
where  it  seems  necessary. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON 
ABATEMENTS. 

Coun.  WILSON  here  moved  to  recall  from  the 
Executive  Committee  the  report  of  the  Special 
Committee  appointed  to  investigate  abatements 
now  pending  before  the  Board  of  Assessors  for  the 
Conveyancers'  Title  Insurance  and  Mortgage 
Company  (referred  to  the  committee  August  30). 

The  motion  was  carried;  report  referred  to  was 
accepted  and  the  order  recommended  by  the 
committee  was  passed. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    LICENSE 
FEES. 

Coun.  WILSON,  for  the  Special  Committee  on 
License  Fees,  submitted  the  following: 

The  Special  Committee  on  License  Fees  respect- 
fully submits  the  following  report: 

As  long  ago  as  December  12,  1927,  the  Budget 
Commissioner,  in  response  to  an  order  passed  by 
the  City  Council  in  April  of  that  year  and  following 
a  survey  and  study  of  the  fee  system  in  Boston, 
submitted  a  report  giving  a  list  of  over  two  hundred 
varieties  of  licenses  and  permits  issued  by  the  city, 
together  with  the  fees  charged  therefor,  and 
recommended  such  general  increases  as  might 
amount  to  $250,000  annually. 

In  furtherance  of  such  possible  adjustments, 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  became  effective  in  May 
of  1931  giving  the  authority  for  a  general  revision 
of  fees  to  the  City  Council  and  the  Mayor. 

Your  committee  has  continued  to  hope  that 
there  might  come  about  such  improvement  in 
business  conditions  as  would  justify  putting  into 
early  effect  such  a  substantial  increase  in  numerous 
license  fees  as  would  not  only  reimburse  city 
departments  for  the  expense  of  printing  applica- 
tions and  licenses  and  the  expense  of  the  clerical 
services  involved  in  their  issuance,  but  also  relieve 
some  of  the  present  grossly  unfair  tax  burden  on 
real  estate.  This  past  year  has  not  appeared  to 
be  an  opportune  time  to  put  such  changes  in 
effect.  Your  committee  feels,  however,  that  the 
outset  of  a  new  administration  this  coming  year 
may  be  an  appropriate  time  seriously  to  consider 
reasonable  changes  in  the  rates,  especially  since 
the  1938  tax  rate  on  real  estate  under  present 
conditions  may  prove  to  be  dangerously  high. 
The  committee  therefore  suggests  that  the  in- 
coming Mayor  promptly  consider  the  appointment 
of  a  special  commission  composed  of  a  small 
group,  including  perhaps  the  Budget  Commis- 
sioner, promptly  to  consider  this  entire  subject  of 
fees  and  to  submit  to  the  City  Council  a  revised 
schedule  of  new  rates  for  early  consideration 

Your  committee  also  recommends  for  the  ap- 
proval of  the  new  Mayor  the  excellent  suggestion 
made  by  the  Budget  Commissioner  in  1927  for  a 
central  bureau  of  permits  for  the  receiving,  han- 
dling and  final  disposition  of  applications  for  licenses 
and  permits  which  are  now  issued  by  no  less  than 
eighteen  different  departments  and  divisions  of 
the  city  government.  The  present  system  of 
decentralized  jurisdiction  undoubtedly  results 
not  only  in  much  confusion  and  inconvenience 
to  the  public,  but  has  resulted  in  much  duplica- 
tion and  undoubted  expense  not  to  mention  wide 
variance  in  rates. 

The  committee  feels  that  there  has  also  been 
wide  divergence  in  the  actual  administration  of 
our  licensing  system.  For  example,  as  a  result 
of  improved  handling  of  parking  permits,  sign 
and  sidewalk  licenses,  and  other  similar  items  in 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  such  income 
was  increased  from  about  §13,000  in  1933  to  some 
$26,000  in  1934,  even  without  any  increase  in  the 
rate  of  the  fees  themselves. 

Your  committee  has  in  mind  three  special  items 
calling  for  the  most  prompt  attention.  First, 
a  nominal  annual  charge  of  only  SI. 00  for  the 
privilege  of  storing  thousands  of  gallons  of  gaso- 
line in  hundreds  of  tanks  is  entirely  out  of  line 
with  much  higher  charges  for  unimportant  and 
minor  licensed  privileges.  Second,  a  flat  maximum 
charge  of  only  SI. 00  for  overhanging  signs, 
marquees,  and  other  projections  over  the  public 
highway,  irrespective  of  size,  is  not  only  entirely 
out  of  line  with  license  fees  elsewhere,  but  repre- 
sents a  glaring  inequality  between  small  incon- 
spicuous business  signs  and  the  massive  illuminated 
structures  now  installed  on  many  theaters,  hotels, 
and  mercantile  establishments. 

Finally,  the  committee  has  more  specifically 
considered  the  general  question  of  licenses  for 
outdoor  parking  spaces  with  relation  not  only 
to  the  schedule  of  fees,  but  also  the  proper  regula- 
tion of  such  locations  as  a  potential  fire  hazard. 
Your  committee  has  viewed  with  concern  the 
manner  in  which  the  open  air  parking  business 
has  more  and  more  resulted  both  in  the  alarming 
demolition  of  taxable  business  structures  and  also 
increased  unfair  competition  with  downtown 
public  garage  buildings  which,  except  in  zero 
weather,  are  frequently  from  30  per  cent  to  50 
per  cent  vacant.  We  believe  the  license  fees 
should  be  sufficiently  high  as  not  to  offer  such 
attractive  inducements  to  create  vacant  areas  of 
land    in    the    downtown    district.     Figures    from 
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the    Board   of    Street    Commissioners   appear   to 
show  an  increase  in  the  number  of  licensed  out- 
door parking  spaces  from   128  in   1934  to   187  in 
1937,  with  an  increase  from  $5,105  to  $8,516  in 
the  total  amount   of  license  fees   collected.     The 
practice  of  the  Board  has  been  to  license  the  areas 
on  a  straight  unit  area  basis,  viz.,  so  many  cars 
per    1,000   square   feet.     In    1935    this   unit   area 
basis    was    five    cars    to    each    1,000   square   feet. 
Following   a   recommendation   by   this   committee 
made  in   December,    1935,   the  unit  area  in   1936 
was  seven  cars  to  each  1,000  square  feet  and  the 
amount  of  the  annual  license  fee  was  graded  on 
that   basis.     The  theory   of   the   Board   has   been 
that  with  less  than   105  square  feet  required  for 
each   car,   this  unit  area  arrangement  left  ample 
space   for   easy   entrance   and   exit   requirements. 
The  result,  however,  has  invariably  been  that  the 
licensee,  after  paying  on  a  basis  of  not  more  than 
seven  cars  in  each  1,000  square  feet,  has  actually 
crowded  cars  over  the  entire  lot  not  only  to  the 
great  inconvenience  of  the  public,  but  contrary  to 
what  should  be  proper  fire  prevention  precautions. 
With   178  duly  licensed  parking  spaces  now  in 
the   city,   two  such   areas   cover   close  to    100,000 
square   feet,    five   others   are   in   excess   of   60,000 
square   feet,    ten    others   are   in    excess   of   20,000 
square  feet,  fourteen  others  are  in  excess  of  15,000 
square  feet,  and  twenty-six  others  contain  10,000 
square   feet   or   more.     The   remaining    121   areas 
each  comprise  less  than  10,000  square  feet.     Only 
twenty-four  out  of  the  entire  178  pay  an  annual 
license  fee  to  the  city  amounting  to  $75  or  over. 
Existing  statutes  give  to  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners,   as   the  licensing   authority,    the   right 
to  suspend  the  license  of  any  person  or  concern 
storing  cars  in  any  other  place  than  that  designated 
in  the  license.     A  ruling  by  the  Board  should  at 
once  be  put  into  effect  requiring  all  applicants  for 
outdoor  parking  licenses  to  file  with  each  applica- 
tion   a    plot    plan    clearly    defining    the    proposed 
areas  to  be  used  for  the  actual  storage  of  vehicles 
and  leaving  properly  marked  passageways  for  the 
practical  and  convenient  entrance  and  exit  of  any 
stored  automobile  without  the  moving  of  any  other 
cars.     The    present     indiscriminate    jamming     of 
automobiles  six  and  eight  deep   on  many  of   the 
outdoor    parking    spaces    in    the    most    congested 
business  districts  of  the  city  is  absolutely  in  viola- 
tion of  the  license  granted  and  a  positive  fire  hazard 
which  should  be  eliminated. 

The  question  of  the  license  rate  for  these  permits 
should  be  one  of  the  first  considered.  It  may  well 
be  that  a  distinction  should  be  made  between  the 
rates  to  be  charged  in  the  outlying  areas  and  the 
rate  within  that  area  of  the  City  Proper  lying 
north  of  Massachusetts  avenue  and  bounded  by 
Boston  Harbor,  the  Charles  river,  and  the  Fort 
Point  channel.  It  may  be  that  the  rate  should  be 
measured  not  merely  by  the  total  area  licensed,  but 
also  as  a  certain  per  cent  on  the  assessed  value  of 
the  land  itself, — taking  the  average  assessed  valua- 
tion for  1936  and  1937.  This,  however,  is  only 
one  of  the  more  outstanding  license  items  suggesting 
early  revision. 

Your  committee,  in  closing,  again  suggests  the 
desirability  of  a  general  study  of  the  entire  rate 
system  and  the  submission  of  revised  schedules  for 
the  consideration  of  the  City  Council,  to  be  made 
effective  by  the  new  Mayor  in  the  various  depart- 
ments affected. 

For  the  Committee, 
Robert  Gardiner  Wilson,  Jr., 

Chairman. 
The  report  was  accepted. 


UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 
Coun.  DO  WD  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  all  matters  of  business  unfinished 
in    their    nature   before   committees   of    this   City 
Council  be  referred  to  the  City  Council  of  1938. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


APPRECIATION   OF   COUNCIL   TO 
PRESIDENT   FITZGERALD. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  and  appreciation  of 
the  City  Council  be  extended  to  Councilor  John  I. 
Fitzgerald  for  the  courtesy,  the  dignity,  and  thi 
impartiality  in  which  he  has  presided  over  the 
deliberations  of  the  City  Council  during  the 
present  municipal  year. 

Clerk  DOYLE — The  question  comes  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Coun.  GALLAGHER — I  am  very  happy  to 
present  this  resolution  in  recognition  of  the  services 
of  our  president,  John  I.  Fitzgerald.  Through  the 
last  three  difficult  years  he  has  been  president  of 
this  body.  He  has  brought  to  that  office  a  wealth 
of  experience  in  the  political  and  civic  life  of  our 
city.  He  has  been  an  able  executive  in  the 
absence  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  He  has  so 
conducted  himself,  at  all  times,  as  to  bring  credit 
on  himself,  on  the  city,  and  on  the  City  Council 
itself.  I  believe  we  owe  him  a  debt  of  gratitude 
for  his  devotion  to  his  duties,  his  strict  impartiality, 
his  example  as  a  leader,  and  his  great  good-fellow- 
ship as  a  man.  It  has  been  my  pleasure  to  be 
associated  in  this  body  with  John  I.  Fitzgerald 
for  the  past  ten  years.  I  know  him  intimately. 
I  know  of  his  high  character.  I  know  of  his 
many  charities,  which  he  attempts  to  hide.  I  know 
of  his  sympathy  for  those  who  have  little  of  the 
world's  goods.  To  John  I.  Fitzgerald  I  extend 
my  personal  wish  for  many  more  years  of  health 
and  happiness,  and  for  many  more,  and  greater 
honors,  in  the  years  to  come. 

The  resolution  was  passed  by  a  unanimous 
rising  vote. 

President  FITZGERALD— Mr.  Clerk,  I  am 
extremely  grateful  to  this  token  of  esteem  given 
by  the  councilor  from  Brighton.  I  know  the 
mixed  feelings  that  we  all  have  today.  The  old 
Council  is  passing  away,  and  we  are  standing  on 
the  threshold  of  the  incoming  Council.  We  all 
have  our  happy  memories  and  our  regrets.  Last 
evening  we  held  a  final  banquet  of  the  City  Council 
and  each  one  of  the  members  expressed  his  feel- 
ings. The  action  taken  and  the  remarks  made 
during  the  life  of  the  passing  City  Council  are 
now  a  matter  of  history;  the  minutes  of  the  City 
Council  will  be  kept  for  all  time.  This  is  the 
first  time  that  the  final  proceedings  of  one  Coun- 
cil and  the  inaugural  proceedings  of  the  next  will 
have  been  held  in  old  Faneuil  Hall.  That,  too, 
will  go  down  in  history.  I  have  tried  to  treat 
the  members  of  the  Council  fairly  during  a  trying 
year,  and  I  know  that  we  have  come  to  the  end 
of  our  session  with  nothing  but  the  best  of  feeling 
prevailing  in  all  our  minds.  Many  of  the  mem- 
bers here  have  served  in  the  Council  many  years; 
some  will  continue  next  year,  and  many  others, 
to  our  deep  regret,  are  to  leave  us.  We  have  differed, 
of  course,  as  men  will,  on  many  matters.  Any- 
thing else  would  have  meant  practical  stagnation. 
Men  will  honestly  differ,  and  honest  differences 
are  inseparable  from  progress.  Many  of  us  have 
served  during  the  term  of  the  present  Mayor. 
There  have  naturally  been  not  only  agreements 
but  disagreements  and  criticism.  The  last  year 
particularly  has  been  a  very  trying  year,  as  we 
have  gone  through  the  trials,  troubles  and  tribu- 
lations that  naturally  follow  a  depression.  But 
the  members  of  the  City  Council  have  all  ex- 
tended to  me  at  all  times  the  greatest  consideration 
and  courtesy.  I,  in  turn,  extend  to  them,  to  the 
City  Messenger,  the  Clerk  of  Committees,  the 
City  Clerk,  and  their  subordinates,  and  to  all 
attaches  who  have  done  so  much  for  me,  my 
sincere  thanks  and  a  wish  for  a  very  Happy  New 
Year.     (Applause.) 


FINAL   ADJOURNMENT. 

Coun.  DOWD — Mr.  President,  if  there  is  no 
further  business  before  the  body  I  move  that  the 
Council  of  1937  do  now  adjourn  sine  die. 

Coun.  Dowd's  motion  was  carried  and  at 
12.35  p.  m.  the  Council  stood  adjourned  sine  die. 
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